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Large cities ot'fer the Catholic Church even aore 

immediate problema,how~ver. It 1a difficult. it not 

absolutely impossible,for the pariah priest to maintain 

the necessary contact with the people ot' h1a city pariah. 

In large parishes he has d1t'f1oulty l earning to know the 

regular members. He i s handicapped in trying to win the 

estranged, the lukewarm. and the fallen. He la largely 

unable to contact Catholica who move into the city froa 

t'oreign countries or from other parts of the United Statea. 

Little time or opportunity ia left him for mission work 

among the non-Catholics. One prom.int nt Catholic writer 

haa this to say concerning t he aituationa"Many are the 

Catholics who know t heir pariah priest only from aee1ng h.1m 

in church• hearing him preach. receiving the aaoramenta from 

him. Hundr eds never meet him pereona~ly. Many never know 

the names of the assistant_ priests or what ia going on 1n 

the parish ••• The conditions of our modern cities preaEnt 

such trying difficulti es to the pastoral ministry that it la 

impossible for the average parish priest to eatal:iieh 

personal cont ac~• with every man, woman. and child in hie 

parish ••• A solution must be round to remedy this ai tuation. 1112 

3. The Problem ot' Internal Discord. 

Adding to these d1f£1cultiea w?dch deYelopmenta out-

side the Church in society have presented there la the 

problem or discord within the Church 1tsel£. During the 

12. Harbrecht, John. The Lay Apoetolate. PP• 6,113. 
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last ·t wo decades of tne nineteenth century t wo scbolsrs 

ot the Catholic Institute of Paria, Al.rred I.o~ay and 

Louis Duschene,be-gan to employ radical h1ator1cal. cr1t1c1UI 

in the tre.atment of Biblical and ecclee1aat1oal material. 13 

As a consequence they made certain modifications in dealing 

with the traditional Catholic position and found the 

ultimate decisions of certain important questions 1n 

critica l acho &rship rather than 1n ecclea1aatioal pronounce­

ments. The ideas of Loisy and Dusohene gained a foothold 

among Cathol ic scho~ars. Their approach to theology waa 

soon being advocated in other countriea. In ·England Father 

George Tyrell, and in Italy Romalo 11\lrri were the leading 
14 

proponents of this typ e of historical orit1c1am. Aa a 

result Pope,Leo XI I I was forced to appoint a comm.1.ssion on 

bibli cal studies to .formulate approYed Catholic principle• 

in this rea lm and in other •.rays to br1ng o.f1'ic1al pressure 

to bear upon Ca t holic t e achers. When Pius X aucoeeded to the 

Papacy, h e took more Yigoroue action. In 19~ he condemned 

five of Loisy•s books. On July 3, 1907 he issued the decree 

Lamentab111 Sane Exitu, condemn1.ng aixty.f'ive propositiona. 

Loisy ad.nutted the propositions to repres~nt his teaching 

and rose to their defense. The aame year,on September 8, 

Pius issued the Encyclical faacend.1 Dominici Regia. Thia 

Encyclical gave the name nModern1sm'1 to the movement that 

13. I.oisy died 1941. 
14. Smith• o.s. "Modernism." Dictionary or Rellg1on and 
Ethics. PP• 289. 
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T- ~ .u.11sy h eaded and termed it nthe ayntheaia ot ail herealea.n 

Other repressive measures were adopted• eo that'tn a tew 

years all the .Modernists were either ailenced or forced 

to withdraw from the Roman Church. But the oontroveray 
l.6 

itself was a blow at the internal harmony ot the Church. 

Lees generelly known,but also pertinent to our 

top1c,1e what is known as the "American Heresy." In the 

apoetolic l etter Testem Benevolentiae addressed to Cardinal 

Gibbons on Janu~ry 22, . 1899, Fope Leo XIII linked with 

the 11Mode rnism110.r France a trend which he called "Amer1can1am.• 

Maynard, t h e Catholic a uthor• holda,hOwever,that other 

15. ibid. 
16. Gera l d B. Smith sunrmarh3s the content of Catholic 
tt Modern1sm0 as .follo, a: •Whi.l.e Modernism makea a1gn1t'1cant 
moC1.f1cat1ons in the doctrine o.f Cathol1c1sm, its moat 
important .feat ure is its adoption ot critical echolarahip 
as the u l timate court o.r a~peal. This is made clear in 
the notable document, the Frogramme ot the llodern1at•• 
anonymously issued in reply tQ the Papal Encyclical. 
llodern1em treats Christianity aa a hiator1ca1 movement. 
beginning as a Jewish mesaianio ra1th attached to the 
person o.r Christ, subsequentl.y developing under Hellenietic 
intlu€n e c e s into the .system ot doctrine whlch the catholic 
Church administered through the ltiddle Ag••• Modern science 
makes i mperati ve a fu~ther deTelopment ot Christian idea•• 
Thus in the place or a system or1g1n&ily coJ1P1D1nioated to 
the eh eh in perfection. the modernist contend.a we have• 
Christian ideal ceaselessly developing 1n human history. 
The sel.f-identity of this ideal under changing torma 
constitutes the unity ot true Catholic1 ... The Modernist 
thus regards external doctrines and rites aa merely relative. 
The Papal hncyclical 1nsista that thia woul.d mean the end 
ot the a uthori ty ot' the Catholic Church.• ••• op.cit. pp.289-290. 



oons1derationa were more prominent in the a1nd of the 

Pontiff at the time. Be wrltea,wRome. of eourae. had not 

forgotten the history of the American Church but knew that 

underlying were some extraTagant notiona aa to what was 

implied b y American liberty. That particular fire had been 

quenched. but perhaps faggota had been left l71ng a round and 

perhaps they could easily be rekindled. Americana had ahown 

from time to time a belligerent nat1onal1am and the captaina 

of the Church in the United States had spoken ao strongly 

about the civic 1deas of their count~. ao atrongly also about 

the dee1r-ability of the separation of Church and State as a 

pr8otical advantage -- that not without reason were many 

Roman officials uneasy."17 

4. The Problem of Competition. 

The 11st of problems is atill by no means complete. 

In a ppraising the difficultiea that the Catholic Churoh 

has faced during the p aat eighty-four yeara and 1a facing 

today the factor of competition from Protestantism 11111st 

be considered. This competition in the United Statea haa 

long been a potent force . But of late it has mgun to make 

itself felt effectively also 1n south America. Protestant 

missions there have made such great atridea that the 

-· Catholice are thoroughly alarmed. ID1a Alberto Sanch••• 

of the University of Chil.i• wrote last winter 1n Chriatendoaa 

17. Kaynard. op.cit. pp.501. 
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"It •tis about 1928 or. to be more exact. toward.a 1930• that 

the religious problem took more "derinlte ahape. 'l'he adTance 

or Protestant m1ss1ona had the etteot ot awakening Catholic 

youth from their slumber and or making them reaolTe to 
18 

act in a more positive way." He addaa "The growth or 
the E'Yang~lical movement haa stimulated the Cathol1ca to 

purify themselves, to r~ce their essential problem. and 

to recover their catechistic enterpriae.•19 11r. Miguel 

Rizzo. Jr., a native or Brazil• writing in the Christian 

Century last year, reported that Cathol1c1aa waa losing 

ground fast in that country. while Protestantlam waa 

advancing with great stridea. The tact that this loas ia 

regarded as a serious problem by Rome is illustrated b7 

an incident rela ted 1n the same articles" A good friend ot 

aine, who is a l e ading Catholic layman in his section ot 

the country, told me that his city had profited greatly 

by the work of t he ETangelical. At my expression ot surprise. 

he explained p layfully,' When your folks opened work 1n 

my town. the bishop was obliged to send us the beat priest 

in the whole distri ct.• lfl 20 'l'hat a similar situation exJ.ats 

in Peru also is shown by the ract that on March 11,1944 a 

Joint Pastoral was issued by the PeruTian Hierarchy against 

Protestantism. The Pastoral states," A OOJIIIIOD and graTe danger 

aeriously threatens the purity and unity o~ our religioua 

ra1th ••• we mean Protestant propaganda.•21 But eTen more 

la. Sanchez, Luis A. Christendom.(Winter,1944) pp.41. 
19. Ibid. 
20. R1.zzo, Miguel, Jr. Christian Century. (Karch 31.1943). 
21. Anonymous. Christian Beacon IX;8 ( March 30•1944)pp.l 
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indicative or Rome's concern or Rome'• concern OTer thie 

competition ia the ract that the Catholic Church haa oft1c1al.l.7 

protested to the United Statea State Department against the 

the sending of Protestant m1es1onar1ea to south .&aerioa.22 

/ It is to be noted that the Catholic Church 1a aware 

too or the seri ous competition orrered by the prov1s1ona tor 

the social life of t he people by many Protestant churehea 

and relig ious groups. Harbrecht •tateaa"The pariah prieat 

1a very often eon1'ronted with the problem or ah.1.eld.1.ng and 

protect ing his p arishioners from sectarian inrluencea. 

Furthermore t here arises the problem or competition. in the 

aense t hat t h e Catholic parish must also oontr1bu~e 1ta 
~ I fl/ 

share to commun1ty· act1v1t1ea. « He then p0inta out the 

serious competition presented by the YllCA. church club-rco•• 

gymnasia, etc. 

22. Anonymous. PRomsn Catholic Tolerance.• '!'he Presbyterian 
Guardian. (Decemb er 25,1942.) pp.361. 
er. also the statement or c.J. Stratman 1n Catholic woril.d 
(June, 1943 ) pp. 236 rt.a •xo permanent or lasting po!loy 

ot •oood Neighborism• can be t'ully deTeloped until the 
.United St a t es realizes that the cultural background or 
B1apan1c America is predom1nantl~ Cathol~c. Bo pe rmanent 
or laat1ng understanding can be deTeloped between the America 
until the United Statea realizes the present position ot 
the Catholic Church in the Latin American Republioa. and 
acta accordingly ••• AnOther indication or the Cathol1ciaa or 
South America is the hastily constructed barriers or 
immigration to preTent the entrance or Protestant lllissionariea, 
fleeing from Japan and the Orient. For many years Protestant 
111ss1onar1es have been a thorn in the aide or Latin 
America, not onl.y b eoauae or their orricit>ua missionary v. ork, 
but aleo be cause of their politi cal meddling. Otten, fro• 
the h e athen fie lda or the Orient, the Protestant llllssionarlea 
arrived in Latin America . without considering whether the 
Latin Americans had ever had Chriat1an1ty in their Republicca. 
They were b r inging Christianity wi th them. Pul.l or• m1aguide4 
seal t hey began to t s ach the true doctrine s or aa1Tat1on. aa 
it Christ i anity were unknown• and the people l i ttle mtter 
than ignorant savages in the matters or religion. 11 

23. Barbrech. op.cit. pp.110-111. 
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5. The Problem of Formal1BDl and Inclit't'erence. 

The great est problem ot' all, howeTer, arises t'rom 

the nature ot' Catholic theology- itaelt'. The aaoerdotallaa ot' 

the Roman Chureh has made the priest a go-between oonneot1ng 

man with God. Thus the laity has b e en robbed ot' all peraonai 

interest in salvation. Furthcrmore,aacramenta11.aa 1aa taught 

1n Catholi c theology . declares that the sacrament• are 

effecti ve ex op e r e o perato. 'l'hua again personal interest 1n 

religion is discouraged and a mechanism of religious li~e 

put 1n 1ts place. As a result o~ this type of theology a 

dead f ormali sm ha s deTeloped within t he Church. Through the 

years t his has proce Eiled to a point where it threatens the 
--, 

Tery existence or the Church 1.f allcwed to continue uncheoke~ 

A classic example of what can happen is to• t'ound 1n 

Spain, a predominantly Catholic country. Cardinal Ooma, 

Archbishop of Toledo, Primate of Spain,recently issued 

a pastoral letter which t he P~~CO goTernment did not 

permit to circulate because the picture o f conditions was 

too depressingly gloomy. In the auppreseed ,paatoral we 

readz"We do not need to a:ffira that Catholicism. within 

Spain has been in a state or decayednesa t'or a long time• 

We are not s peaking of the preaent t'eTerieh times, but or 
the slow continuing movement toward indirrerence.• ••• In 

some cllstricts "only t'ive percent ot' the men and tw.enty 

percent of the women can b9 counted among the t'aithrui.•
24 

24. Lord.:-David. Chriatian Century. 
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A s1milar report has been issued concerning Chili, another 

Catholic country •. The Jeauit Alberto Hurtado atateaz.•Bot 

more than five or six percent ot' the maaculine population 

of Chili really professes Oathol1c18111r and only fourteen 

percent of the t'eminine population" 25 •a- eoYer •. Catholic 

authors are free to admit that a a1m1lar 1• taking fol"lll 1n 

the United States, a place wherer lBcauae of Protestant 

competition. it 1s an ever more serious problem t'or the 

Papacy. The Franciscan friar DaY1d Baier atateaz.«catholic 

11te for millions has become a pass1Te thi..ng.r.a !having 
26 

something done for one by someone else.11 In the Lenten 

Pastoral of the Chilean Hierarchy •. 1937r we read th1.a 

Judgment:"How lamentable that the greater part of the 

faithful lack even the most elemental notion of the 

intimate participation which should be their• 1n the 
27 

liturgical lit'e of the Church! An Illinois priest 

adda h1s assent~ writing in the Eccleaiastical Rev1ewa 

•watch your congregation at any Sunday •••a and you will. 

come bl ck with a heavy heart., About ten percent uae a 

prayer book. The other ninety percent lean comfortably 

against the seat behind them and Juat stare Yacantly; 

many add one ferYent prayer.,•I hope to heavea it doean•t 

laat too long.:•r28 We could continue to Dllllt~ply examplea. 

But there is no need •. The principal tact ia clear enou8ha 

The Roman Church la !'aced w1 th dry-rot in the ranks of 1 ta 

laity •. 

·15. HUrtado,Alberto. Ia Chili a Catholic Count T QUoted in 
Lutheran Witness LXIII:7 March 2a.19•4 pp.98. 
26.Ma)'Dard. op~it . pp.605. 
27.Ellard.o. Men at Work at Worahip.p.317. 
28.schumacher.Magr. Apraying the Maas." Ece1. ReT• c.(1939)pp.3~8. 
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6. The Problem ot detections. 

It is but inevitable that theae conditions ahould 

ahow th 1r effects in a dropping ott ot the •emberahip 

ot the Catholic Church. Statiatica .covering the period 

under consideration show a picture that la 110at unfavorable 

to Rome. Bishop .England• of Charleaton. south caro11.na. 1n 

a letter to the central office of the Paith. L7ona. Prance. 

in 1846 estimated the number of Catholics who had loat 

the faith in the fifty years previoua at 3.7so.ooo. The 

Abbe Villeneveuve. at the Catholic Congreas ot Liege 1n 

1890, spoke of a loas of 20,000.000. B1ahop MoPaul. ot 

Trenton, asserted in 190, that the Church had loat ao•e 

30,000,000 members in the United Statea alone. ~ 'l'he 

Jesuit magazine America 1n 1939 a<Ddtted an overall 

leakage of more than 43.000.000 fro• the Catholio religion 

in the United States. The ea.me issue reported that 63,000 

baptiaed Catholics abandoned the faith 1n thia countr,-
30 

every y ear. A most interesting study was carried out and 

reported in the December,1931 issue of the Catholic period1cal 

~ecleaiastieal Review. Census reparts indicated that t he 

Catholic population in the United statea tor 1930 waa 

20.091.593. This r presented a gain of 13,391 over the previoua 

year. During the same year there were 39.628 convert• aad•• 

a gain ot 1,296 over the fo r mer year. Thia appeared to be 

ali,µitly encouraging. Bowever,the aurvey went on to estimate 

29. Harbrecht. op.cit.pp. 106. 
30. Anonymous. Converted Catholic( Jan.,1942} pp.39. 
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that during that year approximately ao,ooo catholic 

1mm1grants had ente red the count17. Moreover. the twenty 

million Catholics in this country were reported to have 

reproduced at a rate four and one halt times that ot the 

non-Catholic population. Adding the estimated nuaber ot 

births. the numb er of converts. am the numm rot 

1.mmigrants. the sum or 522.116 is . reached~ This sum 

represents the gain in membership du ring the year. Yet 

the census reports a gain of only 13.391~ The author ot 

the article concludes, "The chief sign[fioance ot all these 

statistics is that while gaining 39.528 converts last year 

(1929). the Church lost over halt a million born Catholics. 

In other words. t he nllJDb?r ot detections has been ao great 

that it has counterbalanced the annual increase by b~rth 
31 and practically kept us at a standatill .• • I do not 

believe t h at it is necessary to comment on the proplem 

that such a s i t uation presents to the Church or Rome. It 

1a v,orth noting in addition. however.• that during the 

year that the Catholics were ga1n1ng 39.528 converts. the 

Lutherans .• acco r ding to the same survey,. g'ained 56.180 
3 2 

converts. 

!Das in political pre&tig•• hostile trends in 

society. internal discord and diaunit7. intense competition 

trom Protestantism. a huge nwaber or deteotiona tro• the 

taith -- these are the p r oblema that the Papacy has had 

31. o•Brien.J.A. "Did We U>se Halt a Killion Catholic• 
Laat Yeart " Ecc1esiast1ca1 Review. LXXXV (Dec •• 1931) pp.580tt. 
32. It is to re noted that the se figures tall withJ.n the era 
prior to the introduction or Catholic Action 1D this country. 

The situation obtal ning today will be studied when the progreaa 
ot Catholic Action is evaluated. 
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to deal with during the past hundred yeara. Each 1nd1T1dua1 

problem was serious in its own right. But taken together 

~hey constituted a deadly threat to the Catholic Church. 

It became obvious to the Vatican that aome new program 

would have to be developed to meet this threatening 

a1tuat1on. Th e Vatican devised aucha new progrlllll and oa1led 

1t'JCathol1c Action. '-' We shall now turn to a atudy of the 

official declarations of the Popea from Leo XIII to the 

present Pope, Pius XII. In these declarationa we can trace 

the evolution of Catholic Action. We ahall •ee how Leo XIII 

reaaaerted the r ight of the Catholic Church to la7 down 

the pr1nc1~les accor ding to which allot society is to 

function. Folltics, economics, social relations a11 are 

to cont'orm to Roman Catholic eth1ca. Then came i1ua X 

who realized that the Tast resources of lay aaaiatance au.at 

be tapped if this ideal was to be achieved. Accordingly, 

he fostered the liturgical movement which alma at 1noreaa1ng 

the zea l or the laity for the work of the Church. Thua 

Pius X, as well aa his succesaor Benedict XV, atroTe to 

implement the new program or the Church. With Benedict•• 

auccessor, Pius XI,came the clear definition or Catholic 

Action. He comli ned and expanded the ideaa of hi• predeoeaaora. 

ThE laity ~as directed to assist in the work of the Church 

in every phase of its activity. Waya and meana, plans and 

objectives -- all were delineated 1n detail. Thua Pi ua XII 

upon his succe ssion found the der1nition or the Church•• 
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new program, Catholic Action, completed. Por h1• and 

his successors there remains only the taak o~ executi.Dg 

the plans. But let us turn now to a closer atudy o't the 

Pa pal declarations that brought Catholic Aetion in~ being. 



III. PAPAL DEX:LARATIONS 

FROM LEO XIII TO PIUS XII ( 18?8-1944) 

The Forging of the Re• Weapon 

1. Pope Leo XIII (1878-1903) 

22 

Leo XIII was the first Pope to ascend the ffThrone 

or St. Peter~: ai'ter the con.f1ecat1on or the .Papal Statea. 

He gave himselr over wholeheartedly to the task or re-
l 

eatabl1sh1ng the prestige and influence or the Vatioan. 

To achiev e this he enuncia ted onoe more the principle or 
B0n1fac e VIII•s famous bull Unam sanctaa. namely,that it is 

a part or the work or the Church to auperTiae aeoul.ar 
2 

a1'ta1ra. Leo XIII made very clear that he aa Pope had 

l. er. Schmidlin. Josef. Papstgeschichte der Beueten Zeit. 
II. pp.354. '"Er( LeoXIII) auchte ne.ben seinen territorialen 
Reat}tut1onaforderungen die internationale st•Ilung und. 
claa k1rchenpol1tische Aneehen der roemieoben Kurie ill 
aoderner Formals kulture llea Prinsipat wieder au.1'sur1chten, 
indem er aur geiatigem w1e geiatlichem Gebiet die valker und 
1hre Hlupter zur fre1w1111ffen Beugung unter die AUtoritlt de• 
plpatlichen Primate bewog. 

2. The Bull Unam Sanctam was issued by Pope Boniface VIII 
in 1303. The· follov,ing propositions sunmar1ze 1ta contentaa 
·h 1) It 1a necessary to salvation that every man should 
aub.lllit to the Pope. 2 ) This is a necesa&r7 consequence or 
the dogma of Papal supremacy. 3} It condemna the assertion 
by the State of any power or the Church property. 4) 'l'he 
temporal power or Chrlstian princes does not exempt them t'ro• 
obedience to the head or the church. 5) ~he material sword 
1• drawn for the Church. the ap1r1tual b~ the Church. 6} 'l'h• 
aaterial sword must cooperate with the spiritual and assist 1t. 



the authority to make general rule• goYern1ng politioal. 

economic_. and social aff'a1ra. It la lllportant to realise 

that the encyclicals or Leo XIII which do speak of' •uoh 

political. economic. and aocial mattera are the textbook• 

or Catholic Action today. As we turn now to a atudy of' Leo's 

otf1o1al declarations we ahall f'1D4 the platf'or11 of' Catho11o 

Aotion•a present progr~. What Leo enunciated•• the 1dea1, 

~atholic Action now strivea to make reality. 

On Hovemaer 1.1886 Leo XIII 1•sue4 the enoyclloa1 

letter Immortale Del (The Chr1at1an Ooaatltutlon of' Statea). 

Thia encyclical beg1na with the atateaent that God 1a the 

author of society and the aouroe of' al.l o1v11. au~or1q. 

Tcontlnued t'rom p. 22)"'7) D.e ae,oular power ahould lie guidecl 
by the spiritual. as the higher. 8) The ap1r1tual baa the 
preeminence over the material. 9) '1'he temporal power 1a 
aubordlnate to the ecclea1aat1oal. aa to the higher. 
10) The temporal power. if' it la not good, 1a judged by 
the aplritual. 11) To the ecclea1aat1oal authoriq (that ia, 
to the Pope and hie hierarchy) the word.a of' the prophet 
Jeremiah a pplyi•ID, I have aet thee th1a 4&7 oYer the 
na€1ona and over the kingdoma to root up and pul.l doWD• and 
to waate. and to destroy, and to build, an4f. ~ pl.ant. t 
12) When the temporal power goea aatra7 • . it ia Judged b7 
the spi r itual.~) For obta1Ding eternal happlDe••• ••oh 
one 1a required to aubmlt to the Pope. 14) The aupremaoy of' 
the Pope, even in temporal thlnga, la to be enf'oree4. 
16) The Pope recognize• hUJllall authorltlea 1n their proper 
place. until they 11ft their will agalnat God.• - Imgelder• 
~t. Oraebner, Mayer. Popular SJ!lbl.ica.pp.164-185. 

Unaa Sanotam closes with the rU10ua aentenoea•Porro aub•••• 
Roaano pont1fic1 omni huaanae creatura• deelaralllla, diolllaul• 
det1n'-1aua et pronunc18Jl8.la. olldno •••• aalutia.• (Moreover, 
we aa?ntain. declare. detine, and make clear to eYery 
human creature that aubJeotion to the Roaan pont1f'f' 1• 
altogether neoeasary to aa1Yat1on.) -- Gohdea. op.elt. pp.24. 
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But Leo proceed• to certain other atateaenta which are 

typical of the RODl8D doctrine ot the aupreaac7 of the 

Church over the state. l) He holds that the State 1• lloUD4 
. . 

, to a pul:i.ic profession ot religion. Thia religion ia, ot 

cour,ae. to be the " true rel1g1on•r .1.e. the Roman Catholic 

faith. a ) Leo then t tacka the deJllC)orat1o principle that the 

aource of the government•• power reata with the people. 

He states boldly: 

"Sad it ie to call to mind bow the 
harmful and lamentable rage tor 1Dnovat1on 
which rose to a climax in the sixteenth 
centu ri threw firat ot all into oon.tuaion 
the Christian religion, and next, b7 
natural sequence. invaded the pr~cinota 
of philosophy. whence it spread amongat 
all classes of aooiety. Pro• thia aource 
as from a fountainhead,burat forth al1 
those later tenets ot unbridled lloenae 
which, in the lllidat ot the terrible up­
heavals of the last oentury were wildly 
conceived and boldly proclaimed aa the 
principles and foundation ot that new 
jurisprudence which waa not merel7 
previousl7 unknown, but waa at Tar1ance 
on many points with not only the Chr1et1an, 
but even with the E .tural law.Aaong theae 
principles the main one _laya down that 
aa all men are alike by race and nature, 
so in like manner all are equal 1n the 
control ot their lite; that each one la 
so far h i s own maater aa to be 1n no 
sense under the rule ~r a.rq other 
individual; that each la tree to tbSnk 
on every subject Just aa he ma7 ehoo••• 
and to do whatever he :ma7 like to doJ 
that no man has 8117 right to rule oyer 
other men. rn a aooiet7 grounded upon 
such maxima, all govermnent 1a nothi;ng 
more nor leaa than the will or the people. 
and the people. being under the power ot 
itself alone, 1a a1one ita OIID rule ••• 
The sovereignty ot the people, boweve.r. 
and this wi thout any rererence to God, 
is held to reside 1n the llllllt1tude, 
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which le doubtleaa a doctrine well 
calculated to flatter and to ln.tlame 111Ul7 
pas s ions. but which lacka all reasonable 
proof• and all power or in8Ur1Jur publ1o 
sarety and preserving order."~~ 

3) Having condemned the democrat1o principle ao thoroughly• 

Leo launches an attack against the ,religioua liberty 

which ob t ic.ins i n d emocratic atatea. Be wri tea a 

" And since the populace is deolared 
to contain with.in iteel.1' the apring­
head of all r1ghta and all power. it 
rollcwa that the s~~e~ doea not 
consider itself bound by any duty toward 
God. Moreover. i t believea that it ia 
not obliged to make a public pl'01'eaa1on 
of any religion; or to inquire whioh 
of the very many religiona ia the oll1y 
true one. or to prerer one religion to 
all the rest; or to ahow to any rora or 
r e ligion special ravor; but• on the 
contr ary. is bound to grant equal right• 
to every creed• ao that publlo order · 
may not be d1aturbed by any 

4
part1cular 

fo rm of religious belier." 

4) In the s ame encyclical Leo attacks the t'reedom or the 

press. He sta tes& 

nso.too._ the liberty of thinking. and or 
publishing. whatsoever one like•• without 
a ny hindrance. ia not in itaell an advantage 
over which society can wiaely reJoioe.•5 

~. Leo XI II. Immortale Dei. America Preaa. pp.436-4~8. 
•• 1b1d. Bote also that Leo reoalle the Enoyol1.cal Letter 
lirari Vos. August 15.1832• in which Gregory XTX wrote •agld..nat 
the aoph1sma which even in his time were being publ1cl7 
1nculcated--namely. that no prererence ahould be shown ror 
any particular form or worship; that it la right ror 
individuals to form their pwn personal Judgment• alX>ut re~gion. 
that each man's conscience ia h1a aole and all-11Urr101ng 
guide; and that 1 t ia law.tul ror every- man to publ. lah b.1.a 
own Yiewa. whatever they ·may be and even to conspire againa~ 
the State.M -- D>id. p~441. 
5. llt d. pp.439. 
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6) Ae a .means of epreading Catholiciaa Leo XIII adYoeate4 

compulsory religious instruction in the acboola.6 B• wrlteaa 

11 It is also or great moment to the 
public welfare to take a prudent part 
in the business of municipal adm1n1atrat1on. 
and to endeayor aboYe all to introduce 
ef'.fectn a.l measures. so that. aa llecomee 
a Christian people. public proYiaion ma7 
be made !'or the instruction of youth 1n 
religion and true moral1t~."? 

6) In the latter part of the encyclical Leo urges the 

individual members of his reli gion that.•1t la 1n general 

fitting and ealuta.ry that Catholic• ahould extend their 

etto1ts beyond t h is restricted sphere (of mu.n1e1pal a1'fa1ra) 

and give t heir attention to national politics.•& 

It is evident from these statements of I:anortale 

J2!! that the Ca tholic Church also today aeeka to uae the 

power or the State as a tool in l'urtherlng the 1ntereata 

ot Catholicism. Secular power is expeoted to reaogn1se the 

Roman Catholic faith as the one true religion and to 1118.lte 

itaelf subserYient to the wishes of the ~apacy. The energ1ea 

ot education. the press. radio• the cineaa. and all other 

media of public instruction are to be harneaaed. ao •• to work 

only tor the s pread of Oathollo1811. Preaent day Catho~loa 

are being urged to .bring th1e about. Thia la 'Y8'r'J' de.tlnitel7 

one of the aims of Catholic Aotion. 

The next step tor Leo XIII••• to aaaert the 

I. Thia refers to the Catholic religion. "Religion• 1n the 
encycl1cala always means the "true religion".1.e. Cathol1c1 ... 

?. Leo XIII. op.cit. PP• 446. 
8. Ibid. pp.446-447. 


