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cleanlinese, but to avoid every possible chance of con-

tracting ceremonial uuclesnness. The _mxariséas a.vo:ldat'l
the véry contact and shadow of fellowbeings, who after all |
miﬁl_ﬂ: be better ihan those who would not touch them with ‘
the tasgel of a garment's heme. | :
~ Jurther characteriaticsl of the Fharisees are as

follows : obstrumive prayers, ostentatious almsg‘iving;
?roadhned bhylacteries, petty ritualism, p:..'ofeaacrm '
&rr_oe:anee. rackle_ss proselytism, greedy avari_cu. haushgy
atsertion of pre-eminence, and ill concealed hyposorisy.

The Fharisees styled themselves as the ™ s»‘gesj " or
a8 the " associates ". Tassels or; their dress, scrolls
and small leather boxes fastened on the forehesd, head and
neck, ineoribed with texts of the. law were the sacramental
badges by which they marked themael‘ves.a I'ar:ar states s

When we speak of Phavisaism we mean obedience
petrified into formaliem, religion degraded into
ritual, morale cankered by casuistry. Ve mean the

triumph and perpetuity of all the worst and weak=
est elements in religious party spirit.,’ 4

In various places the Ta.imud e-roftea seven typés
of Pharisees. They are 2 the) ubleeding" Pharisee, ‘;inortaxf'
Mrisea. "Shecherite® Fharisee, “'t.imid“ Pharisee, "tumbling®
Fharisee, ":poin;l-.e.d“ Pharise;s, and the king overoome with
8eal to do everything to fulfil the Law.

l. Matthew 6,5 3 lmtthew 6,2 3 Hatthew 23, 53 kark 7,
4=8 3 John 7, 49 ; iatthew.23, 15 § Iuke 20, 47; Luke 18, 11}.
Matthew 23, 17. s S :

2. The Talmd devotes one whole treatise to hand-washings

Yimgg another to the vroper method of killing a fowl
cholin), and another to the stalks of legumes (ozekim).

3¢ Arthur Penrhyn Stanley, Historyof the J Shurch, V.3,
4. Trederic ¥. Farrar, g__n.:_ ﬂ'ﬂ'ﬁ'ﬁ?ﬁ _‘ﬁ% Faul, 26.
S5 Ibkd. 3I6.
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Regarding the mumerical strength of the Fharisees Arndt
points uutltha.t' in the year 50 A.D. their number was six
thousand.

The Pharisees were the popular party, whom the Jewish
public ro:llcmeul.2 Their statements were often regarded by
the people as more important than those of kings or priests.
They were looked upon as teachers. Although the Pharisees
did not dominate the Sanhedrin, yet they exerted a strong
influence on that body.

Although the Pharisees were to a great extent self-
righteous and hypocritical, yet their party did contain
many se:-‘:;.r ous-minded and devoted adherents to the God of
Israel.

The Sadducees are also mentioned in the New Testament.
They were not so much a sect as a class. The Sadducees
Wwere the official leaders of the mation, and many ofthem
were priests. They were satisfied with the Iaw as it

_appeared in the written code, without adopting the oral

tradition on which the Fharisees laid so mich stress.

They maintained that in the Mosaic ILaw a veil was drawn
before the future 1ife. Xen were not to be influenced by
the hope of future reward or the fear of future punishment.

l. William Arndt, Life of Christ, introduction.
2. A;tlmr Penrhyn Stenley, History of the Jewish

9 VOle 3, 333.

« Although the Pharisees were generally popular, yet
they were not always popular. In rabbinical writings such
expressions occur as " the plague of Fharisaism " and " a
8illy pietist

4. Preserved Smith, The Religion of Israel, 346.




The Jews regarded it necessary to interpret and apply
thelr revelation to the needs of the Jewish people and to
the world. The priesthood in Israel was supremely impor=
tant, but the scrives were held in high public es{am.
They were the carnest teachers and wise thinkers.

Originally the priest served also as scribe. - Ezra
was both scribe and priaat.z -However, scribism eventu-

- @lly became an independent business. The soribes became
Zealous guardians of the Law and in many respects the
teachers of the Yeople, over whose spiritual 1life they
bore complete SWaY.

The procees had been completed in the days of the
Hew Testament. The soribes are called in the Scriptures 3
Y{AMAS T€)S, vhich means " learned in ths Iaw ". This .
sorresponde to the I-Iebrewn""_l!:)‘i O» which refers to men
professionally occu'pied with the Scriptures. Besides tgﬂ
general designation we mecet with the expression 3V “°“o
which refers to jurists. They were likewise called @

V OR\ S‘Jd:““lkm » teachers of the Law.

The scribes received no remuneration for their juri-
dical work. Zut it is evident .that they were paid for their
work as teachers of the Law. Christ’s demunciation °f,tg.
scribes gives evidence for the fact that they did receive

= 1. Frank Fh#ght Sanders, History of the Hebrews , 271.
time 2 Jmll Sehg;ror. matm' of ﬁe Tﬁtﬁ people in the
5§ “Tatthew 22,353 Luke 7, 303 10,25 § 11,45-52 ; 14,3.
4. Luke 5,193 Acts 5, 34.
8. lark 12, 40 ; Iuke 20, 47; 16, 143 Hatthew 23,53
Mark 12. 383 Luke 20, 46. e




remuneration for this work.

Up to 70 A.D. the headquarters of the scribes was in
Judea. The soribes were also found in Galilee and in the
“dispersion". In later times they were present also in
Rome. Various sects were represented zmong them, but a
large number of them were Pharisees. >

The duty of carrying on a systematic exegesis of the
Law fell to the lot of the scribes. Accordingly they were
held 1‘n high esteem by the people, often being saluted with
the title of " rabbi ". The common people looked upon
them as accepted guardians of the Law, exponents of it, and
to some extent administrators of the Law. There was muoch
oral discussion and v.ppl:l.oat:loh among the socribes regarding
difficult cases. This oral interpretation and uppncation
of the lLaw led to the formation of the " halachah * ( custo-
mary law ) and the " middoth " ( formal rules ) whick were
laid down for ascertaining it. The " halachah " was especially
concerned with the matters of ceremonial observances

The soribes exercised the teaching office of system=
atically instructing in the Iaw. They encouraged a de=
tailed theoretic study of the Law, and an ever-increasing
mass of precepts remulted which every zealous Israelite
sought to know. The temple and the synagogs were the
centers of their activity.

1.  R.L. Ottley, The Religion of Israel , 183.




Be The contentions of the Pharisees and scribes with Jesus.

The Fharicees and scribes often came into conflict
with Jesus. Jesus opposed their legalism and hypocrisy and
this fact aroused them to anger. After Jesus had thrown the
Toney-changers from the temple, they came to Jesus and asked
Him 3 " By what aurthority doest Thou these things?*® In
answering them Jesus showed the scribes and Pharisees to be
insincere and hycocritical. He asked them concerning the
baptism of John. They failed to answer, because they feared
the truth. |

Furthermore, the attitude of the Fharisees becomes 2
evident in their question concerning the tribute money.

They came " to catch him in his words.® They thought that
they could destroy the influence of Jesus by overcoming Him
in public dispute. They failed in this, for Jesus did not
become silent for fear of the truth. Jesus gave a clear
aﬁsure saying, " Render therefore unto Caesar the things
that are Caesar's, =nd unto God the things that are God's.*"

Not eo0 openly did the soribes and Fharisees challenge
the authority of Jesus in the healing of the man sick with
the palsy. When Jesus granted forgivemess to this man
they reasoned, " Why does this man speak blasphemy ? Who
can forgive sins but God only? " Kiowing their hearts,

le MNatthew 21,23-27; lark 11, 27=33j Luke 20,1-8.

2. lMatthew 22, 15-22; liark 12, 13-17 ';} Luke 20,20-26.

3. The ' KNMo oS 4s the poll tax exacted from every
individual for his own person, and thus considered by the Jews
as a special badge of servitude to the Roman empire. Thus
“b::s the more galling and an object of dispute among the
ra Be
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Jesus proved them to be wrong by healing the maz.

The Pharisees consistently showed animosity toward

.Jesus. In the Sabbath arguments, and the arguments over

ceremoniee and traditions of the iaw the Pharisees spat
their venom of hatred againet him who came not to destroy
but to fulfil. Concerning this Jesus Himself said s ™ The
Son of Man is come eating and drlni:iné! and ye say, Behold
a& gluttonous mgn, and a winebibber, a friend of publicans
and sinners. " The Pharisees called Jesus a glutton and &
Wine-bibber, because He ignored their treditions and eere-
monies and sought to help the outcasts, the publicans and
sinneres. '

There are also other cases showing the hatred of the
scribes and Pharisees toward Jesuss The lawyer asked Jesus
concerning the grezt commandment of the Law for the very
purpose of tempting Him. 3At another time the Fharisees
sought a sign from Jesus for the purpose of tempting Him.
Again the Pharisees and soribes urged Jesus vehemently and
provoked Him. They lay in wait for Him, seeking to catgh
sowething out of His mouth, that they might accuse Him.

Jesus said, " The Fharisees andslamra rejected the
counebl of God against themselves." These proud and self=
righteous people refused the proffered hand of salvation

offered in God's only-begotten Son. - These soribes and

1. Iark 2, 10.
2« Iuke 7,34.
Se latthew 22, 35.
4. Mark 8, 11.
5. Luke 11, 53-54.
6. nlh "’ 30-
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Fharisees well merited the thundering denunciations that
Jesus uttered against them. o ;

In His Sermon on the kount- .Teaus mdo it phin that
the soribes and Pharisees were hypocritu. naid ’

" Except your rightecusness shall exceed the r:lght'ecusnéu
of the soribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into :
the Kingdom of heaven." 2 Jesus n.rned against their
hypoorisy when He said that a trumpet nhouldanot be sounded
in the synagogs and streets ithen alms are given. This the
scribes and Pharisees did in order to be lun of men.
Furthermore, Jesus stated that prayers ahould not be said
in order to be seen of men, as the hypocrites d:ld. o
fasting, Jesus said that men ahould not disﬂ.gnro their
faces in order to be seen, ae the hypoorites did. .

In this entire sermon Jesus showed that the tré.ﬁ:lt:lon
of the Iaw is but a matter of the letter and not of the
spirit. True love goes daepef than mere obediemce to
regulagions and rules of conduct. The oomn.ndm;nta re=
quire the complete surrender of the heart unto Gode’

In the mﬁble of the Pharisee and the 'l’ubligaﬁ Jesus
showed that the Fharisees' way of life was wrong. The
I’hlrfl.ue'a. way of life was one of self-righteousness, pride,
and hypocrisy. The publican received forgiveness, but the
Pharisee did not. The reason for this may be stated in the
form of an sxiom 3 he that exalts himself shall be humbled, 3

every lns'f ones but he that humbles himeelf shall be exalted.

l« ¥atthew 5, 20.
2. Matthew 6, 2.
3¢ Luke 18, 9-14.
-4e Lenski's Commentary, vol. 2, 1043.




Jesus made it plain that the ﬂcfednesl of the
Boribes and Fharisees was very great. As mild and gentle
88 Jesus was, yet in the face of sin He could become very
Eevere. Ailthough they were expositors of the Law, yet
one should not follow after their example, for they did
not do the things that they demanded of others. Hort
voints out :

Jesus did not deny their authority. In

latt. 23,2 He says, " the soribes and Fharie

Bees slt on ligses' seat 3 all things there =«

fore whatsoever they bid you, do and observel

But Iie adds, " But do not ye after their worls

for they say and do not.® Jesus. taught

no rebellion against their precepts as posie

tive rules, but le condemmed the spirit of

the teaching as contradictory to the Law and

the Prorhets.

Jesus showed that these hypocrites did not exercise
themselves in those things which they imposed on others.
They would not move a finger to lighten the burden of
Ssomeone vhen they saw how it affected him. They were for
the outward show of religion but nor for the aubstmoe_
of it. The soribes and Fharisees affected pre-eminence
and audhority and desired titles and places of honor and
respect.

' Christ spoke seven woes directly against the scribes
and Fharisees. ZIvery one of these "woes" is an exclamfe
tion like the "blessed" in the Beatitudes. It does not

state a wish but a fact. It is not a curse that calls

1. katthew 23, 1-36; lark 12, 38-40 ; Luke 20, 45-47.
2. Anthony Hort, Judaistic Christianity , 28.



down a calamity, but a calm, true judgment and verdict
Tendered by = supreme Judgé himself. * : |

Jesus gives the following reasong for His pronounce-
ments ; '

1) The soribes and Fharisees shut up the Kingdom of
hmveﬁ against men, by keeping people from believing in
Christ and so from enfering the Kingdom.

2) The scribes and Pharisees made righteousness and
the form of godliness a cloak and a stalking horse for
their covetous practices and desires. They devoured widow's
houses and for a pretence made long prayers.

3) On the other hand they were very industrious in
pervertingmen to their faction. They compassed land and
fea in order tc make one proselyte.

4) By seeking their own worldyy gain and honor more
than God's glory the soribes and Fharisees made false and
unwarranted distinctions, especially in the matter of oaths.
They were blind guides. ' : ‘

5) The soribes and Pharisees were strict and precise
in the emaller matterz of the Law but just as careless and
loose in the weightier matters. They were partial, piokimg
and choosing their duty according their own personal interests.

l. Six of these judgments, according to Lenskl's
Cormentary (I,903), have the evidence attached by means of
a causal o71 clause which furnishes the full reason for
the verdiot "woe". In the remaining judgment the varied
form of  judgment does the ,same by means of an apposition.
< The word 2 uTewpi17+( has the sense of show-actor,
vwo suggesting the mask under which he hid his true idene
tity on the stage, for the ancient actors appeared with masks.




6) The Pharisees and soribes were more desirous and
80licitous to appear pious 'to men than to approve them-
Belves s0 to Cod. "Here Jesus uses two similitudes. He
OOmpares the Fharisees and scribes to a vessel that is
washed clean on the outside but contains dirt within. He
aleo compares them to whited sepulchresse.

.7) The scribes and FPharisees pretended to honor and
revere the memory of the prophets that were dead and gone,
but they hated and persecuted those that were with them.
This is the worst part of their characters.

The Pharisees and soribee are doomed. They cannot
escape the dutrmation of hell. Of all sinners those who
are of the spirit of the aoribe_ and FPharisees are least
likely to escape this demnation. : :

Jesus has been speaking 6ut more plainly than ever
before, because matters were coming to a head between Him
and His ena:nias.l Here he speaks of the Phar:l.no; as
a leaven and 1dent:lf:leal this leaven with hypocrisy. The
figure of a leaven refers to secret pemetrating power.
It is :ln this way that hypocrisy penetrates and vitiates
everything in the Fharisees. The di.eeipl;ﬂ are to be .
on guard against them and to avoid them.

1. Iuke 12, 1 ff. g i

2." Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown, Commentary on the
¥hole Bible,( Hew Testiment ), 111. : :

3. Yark 8, 15. At another time, after the Pharisees
had tempted Jesus, seeking to catoch Him in His words, Jesus
warned His disciples to beware of the leaven of the Pharisees.




o The Fharisees had the Iaw of loses but did not keep
it. They insisted upon outward order, plety, and right
moral living but were opposed to the dootrinos of Chriat.
Thus the;v proved themselves to bo :I.naimere in their
pretena:lona. If they had, on the other hand, made an
honest effort to fulfil the Law in al:l. 1ts mandates and :
1mp1:|.ca.tions. they would have found themselves to.be sinners.
If this would have been the case, they 'onld hgn turned
to the Gospel as the only way unto salvatl.on.

If the scribes and Pharisees had truly believed the
teachinge of iiomes, they would have believed in Jesus, for
loses wrote of Him. 311’ they had been truly sincere a.nd
earnest, they would have with open am accdpted Jesus as

their liessiah and the only Savior from sin.

le John 7, 19.

2. Paul E. Kretzmann, The mgmgg-_n ( Hew
Testament ). vol. 1,.450.

Se. John 5. 45, . '




IIl. The attitude of St. Paul to the Law.
A« Ceneral Observations.

-According to the best estimates Paul was born in the :
first ten yeare of our present Christian era, about 3 A.D.
The birthplace of Paul was in the city of Tarsus. Zasul
called himself a " Hebrew of the Hebrews " and. the thore
: _th Hebraism of the family ccours in many ways. gkul'u
father and grandfather were Pharisees and strict oba&vm
of the llosaic Law. raul was sent probably at the age of
thirteen to be trained at the feet of the teacher, mnol-

That Paul was a " Hebraist " in the fullest sense of
the term is cleur from almost every verse of His epistles.
He reckons time by the Hebrew calendar and makes constant
@llusions to Jewish customs, laws, and festivals. His
Written expressions are derived from his Jewish family
background. Paul wae to the very heart a Jew, in culture,
in sympathy, in nation:1lity, and in faithe

If a Jewish boy were destined for the position of a
‘rabbi, he entered the school of some great master at the
age of thirteen. Paul was enrolled in the school of the
famous Rabban Gamaliel, a grendson of Hillel, " & doctor
of the Law had in reputation among all people.® In the
New Testament we have a favorable picture of such men as

Nicodemus and Gamaliel, snd it was undoubtedly of such

l. Frederic V. Farrar, The Life and Work of St.Paul,? ff.

2e Acts 22| Se
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that Paul thought wher he exolaimed before the Samhedriny
" Men and brethren, I am a Pharisee, a son of Pharisees."

Paul was a Hagadist rather then a Halachist. The
Halachists were occupied with cndless study of the details
of the letter, while the Hagadists deduced from the utter=
ances of the Frophets a spirit which amounted to contempt
for Levitical minutiae. They developed the Liessianic
tradition and furnished a powerful, though often wholly
nnintenﬁona.l,assistanoe to the logic of Christian exegesis.

Between the ages of thirteen End thirty-three Paul
lived a rharicsee. Thus he scupulously observed the Sabbath
laws and regulations, the "abhoth" and “toldoth" , those
brimary and derivative rulee and regulations, inferences
and corbinations of inferences from rules aud prohibitioms,
and cases of casuistry and conscience arising out of the
infinite variety of circumstances to which these conbina=
tions might apply. The Sabbath had been changed from a
delight unto the Lord to a mere semblance of accurate
observance. Ilowever, Paul was not a hypocrite, but rather
Zealously sought to do all that was commanded.

¥rom Paul's own words it is evident that these years
mst have been troubled years. IHe believed in eternity and
in the resurrection. The darkness of misery hung over him
and the seuse of sin oppréased him. Taroughout this .
struggle Paul was ever driven onward to try to fulfil the
Law and g0 to put himself right with God. This led him

1. TFrederic W. Farrar, The Life and Vord of St.Paul,26.




