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a 

l-il elanchthon's Vorieta of 1540 reverts back to the Sohwabach Arti-. ' , _....... 

cles in that it condemns the Origenists by name. 3 Melanchthon also re­

i ntroduces Bome of the thoughts of P.rticle XIV of tbe Schwabach Mieles 

into the Variata A'VII by referring to government. He writes: · 

For we k.now that since the godly o~ght to ol;iey the magistrates that 
no1.-1 are. they must not seize their power from them or overthrow 
governments by sedition, because Paul enJoineth: nLet every soiu 
be subject u11t o high(;:)r pow a,rs. " (Rom. 13: 1) Vif e know also that the 
Church in this life is subject to the cross. and shall not be glori­
i1ecl unt11 after thio life; as Peul saith (Rom. 0: 29·; 1 Cor •. 15:49): 
We must be made like the image of the Son of God. Therefore we 
utterly condemn encl detest the folly and dtaboUcal madness of the 
Anabaptists. 4 

Both Schlink.S. and Atmmosen6 make a point of the position of Article 

>tVU , fo: it follows i mmediately upon the article on the kingdom of this 

wcdd. This, they believe, sho1ns that there will he a separation of tbe 

worldly and spiritual kingdoms. This ls, beyond a doubt, true, but 1t 

remains to be proved that this waa clearly the intention of tbe writer of 

the Augsburg Confession. 

The Confutation accepted .f'1'Uc:le XVII of the Augsburg Co1'lfession, 

3M . Reu, lb.! Auqsburg Confession. A. CoUecUon .2! Sources !!llb. 
!!!! ij istorical Jntroduction (Chicago: ·wartburg Publishing Bouse, 1930), 
p. 403. 

4 Loe. dt. --
SEdmund Schlink, Tneol991e der lutheriachen Bekenntnisschriften 

(Berlin: Evangelische Verlagsa11atalt.· 1954), p. 227. 

61-1ans Asmussen, Warum.~ lutherische Kirche? (Stuttgart: 
Evangelisches. Verlagswerk, 1949), p. 215. 
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therefore. the ApologY g! lb! Au51sbur!ll Confession has but a summary of 

the already hrlef Article XVU of the Augsburg Confession. Here nothinc;, 

new has been added. Article lll of the. Augsburg Confession was also 

accepted_, thus the AJ;l2logx also deals with Article Ill in a very brief 

manner, omitting any direct reference to the return of Christ but affirm­

ing both the Apostollcum and the Nicaeno:-Const~ntinopolltanum of the 

early Church. 

In th.etr Christology, the Smalcald Articles list the three creeds 

and state that Christ shall come and judge the 11v1ng and the dead. 7 

The Sma)! Catechism adds: 

Thwt I might be His own and live under Him in His kingdom anc~ 7 
serve Him in eternal righteousness, innocence. and blessedness, 
Just aa He ls r13en from the dead, lives and reigns in eternity. 8 

The Third Article of the Aoostoltcum also has a note on eschatology. and 

Luther ~:plains in the Smgll Catechism: "and ai the last day He (the .. · 
.... 

Holy Spirit) will raiso up me and a.11 the dead, and ~"111 give to me and / 
i 

9 all believers in Christ eternal life." 
/ 

The Larve Catech1sm11 with its fuller explanation, covers the follow­

ing points in the second and third articles of the_Apostollcum: At the 

last day Christ will completely part and sepcrate us from the wicked 

7s.A.liv. 

ti§.. ~. ll 4. 

91. Q.. ll 6. 

) 
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w~rld, the devil, death, l;iins, and au other evil: 10th~ ~inful aspect of 
' . ' 

the fles~ will be de.stroyed, and the flesh will come forth in perf~ct holi­

ness ln a new a11d eternal life; U as the Holy Spirit worked in conversion 

and senctiflcatlon, so it hes been His work which gives us the resurrec­

·~ton an¢i life eternal;l2 the good German idiom would be to use Au~erste­

hung des Lelbes, instead of AuJerstE#tltm{! des Fleisches which could give --
rtse to a false understanding o.f the resurrection. 13 

Be~tond these specific stateinent~ on ea~hatology in the Symbols, 

one must loo!~ i.nt.o the formulations of the remaining articles for a .fuller 

p!ctur~ of the eschatological outlook of the V9'Titers of the Symbols. 

lOL. C. II 31. 

llt. c. III 5 7. - -
121,. g. Ill · 59. 

l3L. Q. III 60. 

l 



CHAfTER Ill 

'A'~lE !iSCMA'!'OLOGiCP-.!. AWARENESS OF THE TIMES 

As a flash of l!ghtenimJ tllum1nes tlle dm'k world, making v1S.1Me . 
J 
I 

that wh!cb lay hiclclen, so God in Iiis mercy hos perr."lttted the light of f 
.I 

. l l 
the Gospel and Hts saving Vlf ord to arise and shine clearly and purely. { 

:-Iowever, just as Ughten!ng shmr-1s both the good and the evil, so the \ 
\. 

light of tile Gospel has not oi".l!y irGvealed to m<hn the grace of God in 
I 
I 
l 
) 

Christ, but it also Llaa shovm the greet evil in the world, making it ob- / 

vious that these are the last days of the world. 

'Ehe last days ere here, for the Antichrist has appeared. The Church 

has a!waya had antichriete. l?eotors, for example, who no longer act 1n 

? 
the ~lace of Christ are enilchrists. "" HCAvever, nonG of. the antichrists, 

which have plagued the Church from its very inception, is the chief and 

great Antichrist of the end times. This man of la.wleesness, the son of 

perdltton, who would be manifest in the days immediately preceding the 

coming again of Christ as prophesied by St. John and St. Paul, has now 

revealed himseU. The AnUchrtst is not atheistic. Be ls within the 

Church. Melanchth,on exp161nm that the kingdom of Antichrist ls nothing 

0 

lyorrede 2. 

25. VU 48. 

• 

/ 

/ 

l 
I 

I 
'· 

( 
I 
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but a new service of God. devised by human authority which rejects 

Christ in a manner similar to that of Mohammed's teaching. A primary 

mark of the Antichrist is tbat he teaches that through services anc:i works 

one is Justified beio:e God. 'l'hus he opposes Christ. fot he sete up 
) 

services and works in the place of Christ c!S Justifytng before God. 3 

This the papacy llao done. Tho papacy is the Antichrist. 4 

The papacy. ancl not 1ndi\1idual popes. is considered the Antichrist \ 

for other reasons as v,011. Luther sees a relationship between the king­

dom of Satan and the ldngdom of the popa. Satan. v,ho ts trying every 

'1 

J 
l 
I 

J 

; 
posoible method to destroy the Church., is responsible for the develop- 1 

I 
ment of the papacy• for it h~G helped make the Church impure. 5 'With \ 

I 

S~t~uuc po-.. "ler behind it. the papacy devises. defends. and practices 

doctrine and services c:onflicting wlth the Gospel to such an extent that 

it stands 1n opposition to Cl-U'!at. \l'llthout the order or command of God, 

the pope has set himself over and against Chrtst by not permitting 

Christiana to be savecl v.11thout his pa-Her. 6 He exalts himself above all 

that is worshiped and called God., so that he sits as God in the temple 

3Jm. XV 18. 

\ 
t' 
l 
\ 

\ 
I 
• 
! 

~. VII 23; fil!• AV 18: ~. XXIII 25: AP.• XXVII 98; ~. !• D iv 10-14; 
Tract. 39, 40. 41, 42, 57. Of these three confessions. the!• A· is the 
most vigorous 1n declaring the papacy the Antichrist. The Im.21• ls some­
v1hat milder, while the ba• ls the mildest • . 

s.§. A· n iv s. 
G S. A. U iv 10. - -

/ 
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of God. I-le assumes divine authority to himself. 7 making himself an 

earthly god. 0 The pope has al:lc taken to himself the power. not only of 

binding and loosing sins in this life. but also assumes Jurisdiction aver 

souls after this life. ol~rly 1nd1coting tbat he is the AnUchrist. 9 He ts 

guilty of godless doctrine. blasphemies. and unjust cruelty. 10 The 

papacy and its followers are guiliy of profaning the Mass and using it ln 

an idolatrous manner. 11 The;1 also pervert the doctrine of penance.12 

Such proctice tal~es away ~le glcry of Christ. 

f.ven with regard to humm1 tradition in the Church. the papacy shows 

itself to be a part of the kingdom of Antichrist, according to Daniel ll: 38. 

io:.· it defends human s~rvices a3 meritino justification, grace, and the re-
r • • • '•· • - •·-r••--• 

mission of sins. 13 The papacy•p stand·on tha matrlage of priests also 

reveals it to be the i\nt1chr1st, for Daniel ll: 37 has foretold that the AnU­

chrlot would have the mark of sbm-J!ng a contempt for women.14 And not 

7Tract. 39. -
BAQ. VU 24. The unofficial German only. It is used by Edmund 

Schlinck, Theolo9ie ~ !uthe£!schen Bel:enntnisschriften (Ber~n: Evan­
geUsct;~ Verlagsanstalt, 195'1), p. 232. 

9 Tract. 40. 

lOTract. 41. 

11§..A• u 1v 1-11 

12s.A. m ru 10-29 --
1~. XV 18. 

14Ap. XXD1 25. 

\ 

·( 
I 

I 
~ 
I 
\ 
I 
\ 

J 
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only does the pope frame articles of faith. abolish the Scriptures. -accord­

ing· to his own pleasure. appoint ri'tes of worship and saor1tices. but he 

elso fuses the spiritual and worldly fdngdoms. setUng himself up as the 
----·'"-••· . 

supreme outward monarch of the whole world. . He makes himself lord 

over the whole world. of all the ldngdoms of the world. of all things pri­

vate and public. and insisto on absolute power 1n tempe>ral and spiritual 

thingP. This too. according to the prophecy of Dentel 11: 36ff. points out 

that the tapacy is the Antichrist .15 

Not only has the i1nt1-chilst been revealed. but there are many more 

!milc:ations that the Day of Judgement is upon the writers of the Symbols. 

'!'he increase of vie~ shows Melanchthon that nature is growing older and 

ts gradually becoming weakC"..r.16 Surely the last days are here. 17 The 

pre-diluvian days have returned. . Aga1i'l it can be said: 

Now the earth was corrupt in God's sight. and the earth was filled 
with violence. Ami God sa'f.v the earth. and behold it was COffUpt: 
for all the flesh has corrupted their way upon the earth. ls 

The conditions whi<Jh e:d&'ted then and at the Ume preceding the burning 

1~. Vil 23. 

1682· ~ 54. 

17 A. C. XXIU. - -
l8Geneela 6;11•12. 

l 



15 

of Sodom and Gomorrah and the de~tructlon of Rome and Sybaris ~e in­

stances which serve as an image of. the times which will be next to the 

end of: things. 19 , 

Not only the world. but the Church, as well ls in a bad state. The 

bishops do not car£• whether the poor people Uve or die. Lut.her was so 

d!sturbed about the,blehops• laok of inter.est-in tbe welfare of .the people, 
. . 

of their disregard. for being good shepherds of their flock, that he feared 

God ·~vould, as .He did at Sodom and Gomorrah. send a council of angels 

to deotroy those who so wantonly mock F..1~. 20 In his c;lespair Luther · 

closes his· introductio~ to th~ Srnalcald Articles with the prayer; "O·dear 

Lord Jesus Chr1$t. invoke a cotmc1l yourself and deliver your servants 

through your glorious advent.-~ ?l ~n closing Part ll, ~f the Smalcald Arti­

cles, Luther, after vm.ting on the Offi,oe and Work of fe~us Christ. on 

the Redemption., on· the Mass. on Chapters and Cloisters. and on the 

Papacy, and noting: the sad condition of ·the Church of Christ, expresses 

t.hg hope that C_hrist would come with. His Spirit and Advent and beat down 

the adversary. 2 2 

Thuf!J the writers of the i.ulberan Symbols, seeing the Antichrist 

19!!2· xxm s4. 

20.§. A• Vgrrede U. 

21.§. a. Vgrrede 15. 

2~. A• ll t'v 15. 

'\ 

) 
( 

l 
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embodied l n the pa~cy, the ,·1orld filled With vice and oorruptiok'l• and I 
the Church no longer interested 1n her people, have sober outlook on this Jr 
e::taaence and earn~stly await the ciu110l;ly approaching Parous!a. 

Th·~ c!osfJness of the Judginent brlnga with it the urgency not only 

for sound doctrine, but also right living comes much more into focus. 

Roth Luther ~nd Mel-,mchtnon tat~e the adversaries to· task., asidng them 

to consider the complaints of the peof)le under their jurisdiction, remem­

beriag that they will have to render an account of their stewardship·. 23 

In ·~e IntroducUon to the Small Catechism, Luther asks the bishops how 

they ars going to answer Christ ior treating· the people so shamefully and 

fa iling to bu1trc.1ot them properly. They know neither the Our Father, the 

Creed, the Ten Com.mandmente. nor individual Bible passages. 24 Those 

bishops. who abuse the alms of the Church for luxury and thus neglect· 

the minlstr-;1 will pay God the penalty for the a'ir1.le of defrauding the 

Church. 25 The1r unjust cruelty 1n killing saints also wW be revenged. 26 

11 God will not long endure such activity. 11 27 

Luther also admonishes the faithful to live with the return of. Christ 

and the Judgment in mind. 'l'he Small Catechism's fanulinr ~we should 

23 , · 
Ap. :oMD 5; .§.. l• Vorrede 11. 

24.§. _£. Vorrede 4. 

25nact, 82. 

26nas. 52, 53. 

27 Ag. XI 124. 
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fear and love God" 1ntroduo1ng the explanctlons to each of the Command• 

ments are not Just idle words but are directly related to God's pu¢sh1ng 

(here in time and-here&fter in eternity) those v,ho do evil and blessi11g 

those ·who do not act contrary to the Commanchuents. The arrangement of 

the Commandments, with the aclditlonal material connected with the First 

Commandment of Exodus 20:5b and 6 made into a conclusion to the Com .. 

mandments gives the entire dece.J.og an eschatological stamp for God is 

"& just and righteous C-od. o 2S 

Luther ·brings the Elrna.11 Catechism to a close with the eschatologi­

ceUy a:tantated "Table of Duties.·· "\~'hat the Hearers Owa to Theif Pas­

tor" quotes HebrG"'~s 13:17 with the Judgment in m!nd. 29 ttconcerning 

r;tvil Government 0 also bear the phrase 11 and they that resist shall re­

ceive to themselves damnation. n 30 Husbands are also reminded to live 

,~11th their wives giving them honor. as unto the weaker vessel, and aa 

being heirs together of the grace of life. 31 Serva11ts and laborers are en­

~uraged to work "with good will • . dolng· servfce as to the Lord, and not 

to men; know that whatsoeve.r good thing any man does. the same shall 

be received of the Lord whether he be bond or free according to Ephesians 6:5; 

28 !• Q. l 21. 

29s. c. Table of Duties 3. In the Latin only. - -
30s. ·C. Jlwl.. 4. - -
31s. c. J!W! •• s. 



18 

Colossians 3: 22. " 3~ M~sters and mistresses are reminded to be patient. 

knowing that they have a Master in heaven with whom there is no respect 

oi persons. as St. Paul points out in Ephesians 6: 9 and Colossians 4:1. 33 

Young persons are told that God reoisteth the proud. and giveth· grace to 

t he humble. Humble yourselves. therefore. under the mighty hand of God 

that Ee may exalt you in due time. I Peter 5:S. 6. 34 . Vvhatever-the 

Christian does in his daily acUv!ty. he is exorted to hold beforo him the 

image of the Christ sitting on the Throne of Judgment condemning th~ disc­

bad!ent and· blessing the faithful. 

'rhe t.vr!eers of tho Symbols. however. not only saw the impending 

Dtiy of Judgment aij something to frighten those who had not carried out 

their obligations or as an encouragement to right living. but they rea­

lized that they too would stand before the· Seat of Jud91nent and ·be re-

quired to give an account of their teaching. The imminent return of Christ } 

9ervaded. everything that they wrote and taught the people. Vlith great ( 

earnestness they returned to the apostolic:: writings of the Scriptures and 

the trad1Uons of the early Churoh to build their theology. Thu a they 

could express with confidence that their doctrine would be recetved 

approvingly on the last day. Tbe Introduction to the !22! 2! Concord 

32 g. g_. J!m\. • 10. 

33§.. Q! ibid. • 11. 

34.i• g,. Ja&s!. • 12. 

( 
) 
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spells out decisively the milieu in which the Symbolical vmters stated 

th,s,ir cetholic and apostolic theology. With Jayful consciences. free of 

fear. the confessors·wUl appear before ·the Jttdgment Seat of Je3us Christ. 

The confessors did not look at their work a.s a mere academic exercise, I 
\ 

I 

hut 1·atber it W(lS the setting forth of the pure doctrine so that the pe~ple I 
! 

woulcl not be mtsfod. but th&t Uley. guided by tha Christian doctrine and / 

the proclamation of the Gospel. might come· into the n~"t world of blessedL 

ness. 35 Thus the Reformers worked out their theology with the urgency 

for pure doctrine. for not only would they have to stand beiore the Judge 

but also the people whom they were:, teaching were to give answer to their 

beliefs on thot Day. Certainly the confessors realized that their task 

l'ltl'oulcl not be perfectly accomplished. for it is impossible to know all 

things in this life. How~vet. they knew that the J:ioly Spirit was always 

pre:;ent in readtng end meditation, bestow.ing new light as they worked. 36 

They saw that this was no Ught ·matter. The writers of t."le Formula felt 

it very much 1n place to include Luther's unsophisticated words from the 

!ntroduotion to his Mom, /.:..bendm§hl Christi. · Bekenntntss: u1 am not drunk 

nor thoughtless; I. know what I say; I also am ~ensible of what 1t means 

for me at the coming of the .Lord Christ at the final Judgment. • • • It 

ls a serious matter for me. "37 

35A, Q,. . Melanchthons g:ster Entwwf !.!!!!" ~ Besghlufs. 

36!• g. Neue. Vorrsde 9. 

37.§. • .Q. vu 31. 

I 
i 
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l/lJhile ackncr..r1ledglng thetr weaknesses and .ftnU:eneas the Confessozs 

oxpress the strong confidence ibat thelr doctrine "nill be received approv­

!ngly at the Last Day. ln putting on paper. their beliefs the writers of the 

Po:m1E1a ste11cl with Lt.,thr;;T when he declares that at the writing of his great 

confession on the s~ci·ameni he intencls to: confess W.s faith point by point. 

before God and the world and appear before the Judgment £eat of Jesus 

Chr!st. 38 The Symbol!i are als,o brought to a -reaounding close wi'th these 

words: This "is our faith, dootrtn.a. and cor.iession. in which we are also 

willing, by God' s grace, to appear with intrepid hearts, before the Judg• 

ment-aeat o~ Je3us Christ. and g!ve an uocount of it. ,..39 

38 .... 
.2.• D. Vll 29 • -

39.§.. Q. XII 40. 



Cfu\P'l'ER IV 

ESCHATOLOGY AS A f UTURE EVENT 

'i'he Coming of Christ 

a:md the Church wtl! bo changed. The Church has es its task to preach 

the Law a.id the Gosp0l, so t hat man trusts completely in Christ his Savior. 

The Symbols see that Scriptt.tre i:.; so constructed that 1t has both Law and 

Go~pe!. In some places it prese11.ts the Law and ! n other places the prom-
-..,. .. 

ises co11c~rni1cg Christ. '!'he Old Testament pronu.ses th.et Christ will come / 

and offer, for f:(1s sake, the remission of sins, Justification, end life eter­

nci!. !n the New Testament Chrtat Himself, sinoe He hes appeared, prom­

ises the remission of sins, justUicatlon, and life eternal. 1 

The whole concept 0£ the laYJ, itself, is an eschatological aspect of 

the Symbols, for the law condemns not Just the actions and thoughts of 

a person in thl s life, but it convicts man to eternal destruction. 2 As 

Luther soys: "Where the law alone carried out its office without the acti­

vity of the Gospel there is death and bell, and tha man must doubt as Saul 

1 &?• IVS. 

2AR• IV 40; Ae• J.V 7; .§. 12• V 20J .§. 12• VI 12; ~-A: W 111 7. 

} 



and Judas. ·as St. Paul says: 'The law kWs through sin. 11
• 3 Even though 

a peraon has been brought to Christ. he is still in need of the law for he 

is only half pure and holy and needs the \Vord and forgiveness daily. 4 

The old Adam as an intractable. refractory mule is sttll a part of men. 

which must be coerced to the obedience of Christ, not only by the teach­

ing. admonition. force, and threatening of the law, but also oftenUmes 

by the oblb of punishments and troubles. 5 

Tbe gospel, however, brings the promise of eternal salvation. 6 It 
' 

does not teach an outward, temporal but an inner, eternal nature and 

righteousness of the heart. 7 

The Gospel (wnich ts preached in the church) bringo not merely the 
shadow of eternal things. but the eternal things themselves, the 
Holy Spirit and righteousness, by which we are righteous before God. 
(But ever/ true Christian is even here upon earth a partaker of eter­
nal blessings. even of eternal comfort. of eternal life, and cf the 
Holy Sp1r1t. and righteousness whleh 1s from God. unW he wW be 
completely saved in the world to come. )8 

With the coming of Christ this wW change. The Church wlll no 

longer find it necesoary to keep d111gently inculcaUng the proper 

3 S. A.WW 7. - -
41!• _g. D 57. 

Ss. D. VI 24. - -
61. 12· U 9. 

7!• Q.. XVI. 

8a. VD IS. 
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distinction between la\Y and gospel. 9 With the return of Christ the func­

Uons oi lilw and gospel will no longer be necessary. for then the Chris­

tian wil! be made completely pure and holy.10 The body-of sin 1s entirely 

put off at th!a Ume. and man ls perfectly renewed in the resUITection. He 

w!l! need neither the preaching of the law nor its threatenings and punish-

-
ments. The gospe! too will not be necessary any longer, for these thinga 

belong to the imperfect life here on eart.It.11 To this end the Pelagians, 

the SchwenJdelders, and the papists are condemned, for they teach that 

man need not wait u11til Christ I s return and life eternal, but that man can 

b(\) perfect already in this life.. Original sin has made the proclama.Uon 

of tbe law and the goapel necessary. Original sin, however, will re­

main in the grave, for God has not created.. assumed, redeemed, cir sanc­

Ufied it. 12 

Just as God'_s VJ'ord is eternal, so the writers of the Symbols would 

have us remember that the law also is eterna1.13 It will not have the 

function it did in the imperfect world. The law will not need to convict 

man of sin, so that he comes to believe the goepel. Neither will the law 

9s. l.>. V 24. - -
10.14. g,. 11 57. 

ll s. D. VI 24. - -
12~ 15. 

13.§. R• D SO: &?• '1V 10. 
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have to· be used on the. old,man of the converted person. far he wW nOYI. 

be removed from imperfection. · The task of the gospel too wW be at an . 

end •. for the faithful will now be in complete communion with the Godhead. 

no longer in need of the gospel's strengthening powers. 

With the Coming of Christ ·not only will He bring to an end the earthly . 

funotions of the law and the gospel, but the working· of the Holy Spirit 

within the ,Church wW, also' cease. The Holy Spir!t !s He Who has ·"called. 

gathered; enlightened and sanctified the whole Christian Church on earth, 

and ·keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true fatih; in whieh Christian 

Church He forgives daily and richly all sins. ul4 Although creation and· 

redemption are completed •. the Holy Spirit continues His work of sanctif1-

cst1on: t'\.tithout' in~erruption II until the last day. 11 'He speaks through the 

congregation !n Word and ·sacrament6. and there He does all tblngs.15 

The· means which the Holy Spirit use$ come to an end 'with Christ's com-

1ng.16· Luther speaks ·of lt 1n this manner: The office and work of the 

Holy Spirit is that He begins and daily increases holiness on earth tbrough 

the ChrlsUan Church and the forgiveness of· sina. ·17 

He· has not yet brought together all His Christtan C~urch nor 

14 s. c. U U1 6. - -
15 · L. c. D W 62. - -
16,i. R,. vu 44. 

111., g. 11 w ~u, s9. 


