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therefore, the Apclogy of the Augsburg Confession has but a summary of

the already brief Article XVII of the Augsburg Confession. Here nothing

new has been added. Article Il of the Augsburg Confession was also
accepted, thus the Apclogy also deals with Article IIT in a very brief
manner, omitting any direct reference to the return of Christ but affirm-

ing both the Apostolicum and the Nicaeno~-Constantinopolitanum of the

early Church,

In their Christology, the Smalcald Articles list the three creeds
and state that Christ ghall come and judge the living and the dead. 7

The Small Catechism adds:

That I might be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and 7
serve Him in eternal righteousness, innocence, and blessedness,
just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns in eternity. 8/

The Third Article of the Avostolicum also has a note on eschatology, and

Luther explaing in the Smell Catechism: "and at the last day He (the
Holy Spirit) will raise up me and all the dead, and will give to me and

all believers in Christ eternal life. nd

The Large Catechism, with its fuller explanation, covers the follow-

ing points in the second and third articles of the Apostolicum: At the

last day Christ will completely part and separate us from the wicked

7s. A. 1iv.
8g, C. II 4,

9s. ¢. I 6.
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world, the devil, death, sins, and all other evil;}? the sinful aspect of
the flesh will be destroyed, and the flesh will come forth in perfect holi-
ness in a new and eternal life; 11 a5 the Holy Spirit worked in conversion
and sanctification, s0 it has been His work which gives us the resurrec-

tion and life eternal:m the good German idiom would be to use Au’ti‘aerste—

hung des Leibes, instead of Auéerstehung des Fleisches which could give

rise to a false understanding of the resurrection. 13
Beyond these specific statements on eschatology in the Symbols,
one must look into the formulations of the remaining articles for a fuller

picture of the eschatological outlook of the writers of the Symbols.

10, c.na



CHAPTER IIT
THE ESCHATOLOGICAL AWARENESS OF THE TIMES

As a flash of lightening illumines the deark world, making visible
that which lay hidden, so God in His mercy hus permitted the light of :
the Gospel and His saving Word to arise and shine clearly and purely. 1|
However, just as lightening shows both the good and the evil, so the

light of the Gospel has not only revealed to men the grace of God in

Christ, but it also has shown the great evil in the world, making it ob- ;:'
vicus that these are the last days of the world.

The last days are here, for the Antichrist has appeared. The Church
has always had antichrists. Pastors, for example, who‘no longer act in
the place of Christ are antichrists, & However, none of the antichrists,
which have plagued the Church from its very inception, is the chief and
great Antichrist of the end times. Thie man of lawlessness, the son of
perdition, who would be manifest in the days immediately preceding the
coming agein of Cb.rist as prophesied by St. John and St. Paul, has now
revealed himself, The Antichrist is not atheistic. He is within the

Church. Melanchthon explaine that the kingdom of Antichrist is nothing

lyorrede 2.
2pp. VII 48.
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but a new service of God, dovised by human authority which rejects
Christ in a manner similar to that of Mohammed's teaching. A primary
mark of the Antichrist is that he teaches that through services and works
one is justified before God., Thus he opposes Christ, for he sets up "/
sexvices and works in the place of Christ as justifying before God. 3
This the papacy has done, The papacy is the Antichrist. 4

The papacy, and not individual popes, is considered the Antichrist
for other reasons as well, Luther sees a relationghip between the king-
dom of Satan and the kingdom of the pope. Satan, who is trying every
possible method to destroy the Church, is responsibie for the develop-
ment of the papacy, for it has helped make the Church impure. ® With
Satanic power behind it, the papacy devises, defends, and practices
doctrine and services conflicting with the Gospel to such an extent that ‘!
it stands in opposition to Christ, Without the order or command of God, j
the pope has set himself over and against Christ by not permitting ’f

Christians to be saved without his power. S He exalts himself above all

that is worshiped and called God, so that he sits as God in the temple

3ap. XV 18,

4ap. VII 23; Ap. XV 18; Ap. XXII 25; Ap. XNVII 98; 8. A. II iv 10-14;
Tract. 39, 40, 41, 42, 57, Of these three confessions, the 8. A. is the
most vigorous in declaring the papacy the Antichrist. The Iract. is some=
what milder, while the Ap. is the mildest..

5g, A, L iv 5,

b3, A. 1 iv 10,
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of God. He assumes divine authority to himsel!.7 making himself an
earthly god, ® The pope has also taken to himself the power, not only of
binding and loosing sins in this life, but aiso assumes jurisdiction over
souls after this life, clearly indicating that he is the Antichrist, 9 He is
guilty of godless docirine, blasphemies, and unjust cruelty.m The
papacy and its followers are guilty of profaning the Mass and using it in
an idolatrous manner, 11 They also pervert the doctrine of pemau'u:e.12
Such practice takes away the glory of Christ.

Even with regard to human tradition in the Church, the papacy shows
tself to be a part of the kingdom of Antichrist, according to Dan.tetl}-:?a.
for it defends human services as meriting justification, grace, and the re-
mission of sins. 1% The papacy's stand on the marriage of priests also
reveals ﬁ: lto be the Antichrist, for Daniel ll:v37 has foretold that the Anti-

christ would have the mark of showing a contempt for women, 14 And not

TTract. 39.

8ap. VII 24. The unofficial German only. It is used by Edmund
Schlinck, Theologie der lutherischen Bekenntnisschriften (Berlin: Evan-
gelische Verlagsanstalt, 1954), p. 232,

Tract. 40.

WOgract. 4l.

Us a. 11 av 1-11

125 a. 1 514 10-29

13_“.20 XV 18.
Mpp, X 25.




14

only does the pope frame articles of faith, abolish the Seriptures, accord~
ing to his own pleasure, appoint rites of worship and sacrifices, but he
also fuses the spiritual and worldly kingdoms, se}gm himself up as the
supreme outward monarch of the wh_ole wprl;_i. . He makes himrself .lc‘>'rd |
'over the whole world, of all the kingdoms of the world, of all things pri-
vate and public, and insiste on absolute power in temporal and spiritual
things, This too, according to the prophecy of Deniel 11:36ff, points out
that the papacy is the &ntichﬂst.ls

Not only has the ﬁn‘c&chr&;t been revealed, but there are many more
indications that the Day of Judgement iz upon the writers of the Symbols.
The increase of vice shows Melanchthon that nature is growing older and
is gradually becoming weaker., 16 Surely the last days are here. 17 the
pre~diluvian days have returaed,  Agaim it can be said:

Now the earth was corrupt in God's sight, and the earth was filled

with violence. And God saw the earth, and behold it was corrupt;

for all the flesh has corrupted their way upon the earth, 18

The conditions which existed then and at the time preceding the burning

Bap, v 23.
16ap, waml 54.
Ya, . wau.

Boonests 6:11-12.
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of Bodom and Gomorrah and the destruction of Rome and Sybaris are in-
stances which serve as an image of the times which will be next to the
end of things. 19 ,

Net only thelwoﬂd, but the Church as well is in a bad state. The
bishope do not care whether the poor people live or die, Luther was so
ciﬁ.s%:urhed about the bishops® lack of interest in the welfare of the people,
¢f thelr disregard for being good shepherds of their ﬂbck, that he feared
God would, as He did at Sodom and Gomorrah, send a council of angels
to destroy those who so wantonly mock Him. 20 1n his despair Luther
closes his introduction to the Smalczld Articles with the prayer; “O dear
Lord Jesus Christ, invoke a council yourself and deliver your servants
through your glorious advent,® 2a In closing Part II of the Smalcald Arti-
cles, Luther, after writing on the Cffice and Work of Jesus Christ, on
the Redemption,. on the Mass, on Chapters and Cloisters, and on the
Papacy, and noting the sad condition of the Church of Christ, expresses
the hope that Christ would come with His Spirit and Advent and beat down
the adversary, %2

Thus the writers of the Lutheran Symbols, sesing the Antichrist

por

Sap. XuIII 54.

nN

0s. . Vorrede 1.

25, A. Vorrede 15.

« A, 114v 15,

0
%
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embkodied in the papacy, the world filled with vice and corruption, and _;"

the Church no longer interested in her people, have sober outlook on this |

{
/

existence and earnestly awalt the quickly approaching Parousia. /
The closeness of the Judgment brings with it the urgency not cnly
for sound doctrine, but also right living comes much more into focus.
goth Luther and Melanchihon take the adversaries to task, asking them
to consider the complainis of the people under their jurisdicticn, remem-
bering that they will have to render an account of their stewardship. 23
In the Introduction to the Small Catechism, Luther asks the bishops how
they are golng to answer Christ for treating the people so shamefully and
failing to instruct them properly. They know neither the Our Father, the
Creed, the Ten Commandments, nor individual Bible passages. 24 Those
bishops, who abuse the alms of the Church for luxury and thus neglect
the ministry will pay God the penalty for the crime of defrauding the
Church, 2% Their unjust cruelty in killing saints also will be revenged, 28
*God will not long endure such' activity, * 27

Luther also admonishes the faithful to live with the return of Christ

and the judgment in ms.nd. The Small Catechism's familiar "we should

2

£

Ap, MMVIU 5; S. A. Vorrede L.
24g, ¢, Vorrede 4.

5
Prract, 82.

2Opract, 52, 53.
27pp. ¥ 124.



17

feur and love God" introducing the explanations to each of the Command=
ments are not just idle words but are directly related to God's punishing
{here in time and-hereafter in aternity) those who do evil and blessing
those who do not act contrary to the Commandments, %The arrangement of
the Commandments, with the additional material connected with the First
Commandment of Exodus 20:5b and 6 made into a conclusion to the Com-
mandments gives the entire decalog an eschatclogical stamp for God is
"a just and righteous God, " 28

Luther brings the Small Catechism t0 a close with the eschatologi-
cally oriantated "Table of Duties,” "What the Hearers Owe to Their Pas~
tor* quotes Hebrews 13:17 with the Judgment in mind, 23 "Concerning
Civil Government® also bear the phrase "and they that resist shall re-
ceive to themselves damnation, *3° Husbands are also reminded to live
writh their wives giving them honor, as unto the weaker vessel, and as
being heirs together of the grace of life, 3! gervants and laborers are en-
couraéeé to work “with good will, doing service as to the Lord, and not
to men; know that whatsoever good thing any man does, the same shall

he received of the Lord whether he be bond or free according to Ephesians 6:5;

285, g. 12l

29§_. C. Table of Duties 3. In the Latin only.
305, ¢. ibid., 4.

%5, g ipid., 6.
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Colossians 3;22." 32 Masters and mistresses are reminded to be patient,
knowlng that they have a Master in heaven with whom there is no respect
of persons, as St. Paul points out in Ephesians 8:9 and Colossians 4:l. 33
Young persons are told that God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to
the humble. Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God
that He may exalt you in due time, I Peter §5:§, €. 34, Whatever the
Christian does in his dally activity, he is exorted to hold before him the
image of the Christ sitting on the Throne of Judgment condemning the disc-
badient and blessing the faithful.

The writers of the Symbols, however, not caly saw the impending
Day of Judgment as something to frighten those who had not carried out
their obligations or as an encouwragement to right living, but they rea-
lized that they too would stand before the Seat of Judgment and be re-

TR
guired to give an account of their teaching. The imminent return of Christ /‘.

4
{

nervaded everything that they wrote and taught the people. With great
carnestness they returned to the apostolic writings of the Scriptures and {
the traditions of the early Church to build their theology. Thus they

could express with confidence that their doctrine would be recetved |

approvingly on the last day. The Introduction to the Book of Concord

325, ¢. ibid., 10.
333, ¢, ibid,, 11.

s, ¢, bid., 12
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spells out decisively the milieu in which the Symbolical writers stated
their catholic and apostolic theology. With joyful consciences, free aof
fear, the confessors will appear before the Judgment Seat of Jesus Christ,
The confessors did not look at their work as & mere academic exercise,
but rather it was the setting forth of the pure doctrine so that the people
would not be misled, but that they, gulded by the Christian doctrine and ;
the proclamation of the Gospel, might come into the next world of blesaedz-
ness, 33 Thus the Reformers worked out their theology with the urgency
for pure doctrine, for not only would they have to stand before the Judge
but aleo the people whom they were teaching were to give answer to their
beliefs on that Day. Certainly the confessors realized that their task
would not be perfectly accomplished, for it is impossible to know all
things in this life. However, they knew that the Holy Spirit was always
present in reading and meditation, bestowing new light as they worked. 36
They saw that this waa no lght matter. The writers of the Formula felt
it very much in place to include Luther's unsophisticated words from the
introduction to his Vom ibendmahl Christi, - Bekenntniss: "I am not drunk
nor thoughtless; I know what I say; I also am sensible of what it means
for me at the coming of the Lord Christ at the final judgment. . . . It

is a serious matter for ms. 37

354, ¢. Melanchthons erster Entwurf fuer den Beschluss.
361, C. Neue Vorrede 9.
87g, p. viI 3l
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While acknowledging their weaknasses and finiteness the Confessors

express the strong confidence that thelr doctrine will be received approv-

)
{

e

ingly at the Last Day. In putting on paper their beliefs the writers of the J
Pormula stand with Luther when he declares that at the writing of his great
confesaion on the Sacrament he intends to confess his faith point by poing,
beifore God and the world and appear before the Judgment Seat of Jesus
Christ, 38 The Symbols are also brought {o a resounding ¢lose with these
words: This “is ow faith, docirine, and confesaion, in which we are also

willing, by God's grace, to appear with intrepid hearts, before the judg-

ment-seat of Jesus Christ, and give an account of it. " 29




CHAPTER IV

ESCHATOLOGY AS A FUTURE EVENT
" The Coming of Christ

When Christ returns to judge the world, the entire order of the world
and the Church will be changed. The Church has as its task to preach
the Law and the Gospel, so that man trusts completely {n Christ his Savior,
The Symbols see that Scripture is so constructed that it has both Law and

Gospel. In some places it presents the Law and in other places the prome-

-

ises concerning Christ. The Old Testament promises that Christ will come ;
and offer, for iis sake, the remission of sins, justification, and life eter- }

nal. In the New Testament Christ Himself, since He has appeared, prom= )

ises the remission of sins, justification, and life cternal. 1

N\
\

The whole concept of the law, itself, is an eschatological aspect of

the Symbols, for the law condemns not just the actions and thoughts of :
a person in this life, but it convicts man te eternal destruction, 2 as /
Luther says: *Where the law alone carried out its office without the acti-

vity of the Géspel there is death and hell, and the man must doubt as Saul

5.

v
. IV 40; Ap. IV 7; §. D. V 203 8. D. VI 12; S.A. LI 44 7,

B B




22

and Judas, as St, Paul says: ‘The law kills through sin, 3 Even though
a percon has been brought to Christ, he is stili in need of the law for he
is only half pure and holy and needs the Word and forgiveness daily.4
The old Adam as an intractable, refractory mule is still & part of man,
which must be coerced to the obedience of Christ, not only by the teach-
ing, admonition, forcs, and threatening of the law, but also oftentimes
by the club of punishments and troubles. S

The gospel, however, brings the promise of eternal salvation. & It
does not teach an outward, temporal but an inner, eternal nature and

righteousness of the heart, 7

The Gospel (which is preached in the church) brings not merely the
shadow of eternal things, but the eternal things themselves, the
Holy Spirit and righteousness, by which we are righteous before God.
(But every true Christian is even here upon earth a partaker of eter-
nal blessings, even of eternal comfort, of eternal life, and of the
Holy Spirit, and righteousness which is from God, until he will be
completely saved in the world to come. )8

With the coming of Christ this will change. The Church will no

longer find it necessary to keep diligently inculcating the proper

3g. A, 1 i1 7.
4L. C. 11 §7.
Ss. D. VI 2d.
%s. p. 1 9.
7p. C. VI
8ap. VI 1S,

k&
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distinction between law and gospel; $ With the return of Christ the func-
tions of law and gospel will no longer be necessary, for then the Chris=-
tian will be made completely pure and holy;m The body of sin is entirely
put off at this time, and man is perfectly renewed in the resurrection., He
will need neither the preaching of the law nor {ts threatenings and punish~
ments. The gospel too will m;t be necessary any longer, for these things
belong to the imperfect life here on earth.i! To this end the Pelagians,
the Schwenkfelders, and the papists are condemned, for they teach that
man need not wait until Christ's return and life eternal, but that man can
be perfect already in this life, Original sin has made the proclamation
of the law and the gospel necessary. Criginal sin, however, will rg=
main in the grave, for God has not created, assumed, redeemed, oOr sanc-
tified it. 12

Just as God's Word is eternal, so the writers of the Symbols would
have us remember that the law also is eternal.!3 It will not have the
function it did in the imperfect world. The law will not need to convict

man of sin, so that he comes to believe the gospel. Neither will the law

3s. L. v 24,
105, ¢. u 57,
Us, p. via4.

12gp, 1.
135, p. I 50; Ap. IV 10.
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have to be used on the old man of the converted person, for he will now.
be removed from imperfection. 'The task of the gospel too will be at an
end,. for the faithful will now be in complete communion with the Godhead,
no longer in need of the gospel's strengthening powers.

With the Coming of Christ not only will He bring to an end the earthly
functions of the law and the gospel, but the working of the Holy Spirit
within the Church will also cease, The Holy Spirit is He Who has "called,
gathered, en_liglztened and sanctified the whole Christian Church on earth,
and keeps it with Jesus Christ in tﬁe one true fatih; in which Christian
Church He forgives dally and richly all sins. w14 Although creation and
redemption are completed, the Holy Spirit continues His work of sanctifi-
cation without m;erruz&uon “until the last day.” He speaks through the
congregation in Word and Sacraments, and there He does all 1'.mngs..15
The means which the Holy Spirit uses come to an end with Christ's com-
ing. 16 Luther speaks of it in this manner: The office and work of the
Holy Spirit is that He begins and daily increases holiness on earth through
the Christian Church and the forgiveness of sins, 17

He has not yet brought together all ¥is Christian Church nor

M5, c. muss.

5., ¢. m i 62,
165, p. vi 44,

7y, . 1 ut 4, So.



