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of His heavenly origin at all times, and thus they also 

added to His being despised. 

Throughout, His earthly life was one of poverty, not 

indeed of grinding poverty, but nonetheless of extreme 

poverty. Tradition tells of Joseph that he was not a very 

skilled carpenter, and so the boyhood days of Jesus too 

might not have been filled with the pleasures which other 

Jewish boys had. He Himself gave testimony to His later 

poverty in the oft-quoted passage: "The foxes have holes, 

and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man 

heth not where to lay His head" (Matt. 8, 20). For poverty, 

too, men have been rejected and despised, 

At the beginning of His public ministry, He was still 

an anonymous character in the Jewish world. For a time 

after He had begun to teach and preach, He seems to have 

been unmolested. This was quite natural since any person 

had the perfect right to teach. No teacher's certificate 

or ordination was required. 

But as He grew in popularity and as the Pharisees and 

scribes began to recognize the nature of His teachings, He 

soon came into conflict with all classes of Jewish society... 

gohn's Gospel hints at the approximate time when Jesus came 

under the observation of the Pharisees and scribes. (cf. 

John 4, 1) 

The first clash between Jesus and His countrymen came at 

the beginning of His Galilean ministry when He in Nazareth
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stated that His message would not be acceptable to His own 

country and hinted that Gentiles might get the Gospel rather 

then the Jews. The citizens of His home community rejected 

Him. Nathanael was almost right: *Can there any good come 

out of Nazareth?" The Nazarenes were filled with fury. They 

rose and thrust Him out of the synagogue, out of the city, 

and led Him to the brow of the hill on which the city was 

originally built, for the purpose of casting Him headlong 

over the oliff. And all this was on the Sebbeth! The 

seribes and Pharisees were jarred when Jesus forgave the 

sins of the paralytic, Luke 5, 20ff. 

The beginning of His conflict with these leaders of 

the Jews came when He ate with publicans and sinners in the 

house of Matthew, an act which they regarded as a pollution. 

(of. Luke 5, 27ff.) The conflict continued when Jesus did 

not observe the many fast days upon which they insisted. 

(cf. Luke '5, 33ff.) The chief grievance of the Pharisees 

and scribes seens to have been that Jesus did not keep the 

Sabbath after their ovm fashion. This was the cause of a 

number of clashes. (Cf. Luke 6, 1.6; 15, l0ff.; 14, 1ff.; 

John 5, 9ff.; 9, 14.) Indeed, Christ did oppose the so- 

called traditions of the elders, on vhich the system of the 

seribal Law was chiefly based. (cf. Matt. 15, 1ff.; Mark 7, 

iff.) It was not long before opposition against Jesus beoame 

so bitter that the scribes and Pharisees charged Jesus with 

  

20. of, Adam Fahling, The Life of Christ, p. 207.



being in league with the devil when He performed His 

miracles, — 5, 22. This enmity became so pronounced 

that ere long they instituted actual persecutions against 

Him (cf. John 5, 16). They also sought to kill Him, not 

only because He had broken the Sabbath, but also because 

He said that God was His Father, making Himself equal with 

God (cf. John 5, 18). Christ recognized this cause of their 

opposition when He said, "I am come in My Father's name, 

and ye receive me not." (John 5, 45) John further reports 

that Jesus’ ministry was affected by this opposition. “after 

these things Jesus walked in Gelilee; for He would not walk 

in Jewry, because the Jews sought to kill Him." (John 7, arr, ) 

Another factor which enraged the scribes and Pharisees, 

and probably other Jews, was that He called Himself the 

Son of God who had existed before Abraham. (cf. John 8, 59; 

10, 31) 

The Saducees seem not to have come into contact with 

Jesus very much; but they did cross His path inmediately after 

the resurrection of Lazarus when the chief council of the 

Jews, to which a number of them belonged, decided that 

for political reasons Jesus should be put to death (cf. 

John 11, 49ff.). Again, when Jesus expelled the money chan~ 

gers from the temple, the anger of the high priests who 

  

21. Perhaps this was as eerly as the spring of 28 acd. 
22. Other passages in John's Gospel which tell of the 

mounting ovposition are: John 8, 6.15.27.40.48.52.59; John 
@2,229 10, 31.35.39.; 1l, 8.
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were.Seducees was aroused.. Hence we find that the Saducees 

tempted Jesus on Tuesday of Holy Week (cf. Luke 20, 27). 

The trial of Jesus before Pontius Pilate was due chiefly 

to the action of the Sadducees, that is, the high priests 

and their associates. The Pharisees are not mentioned much 

in connection with the suffering and death of Christ. It 

seems the Saducees had paid very little attention to Jesus, 

ignoring Him as not worthy of their notice. When they 

finally had to take cognizance of Him, they decided to 

crush Him quickly. 

Here it is well to summarize the Gospel accounts which 

form the climax of His rejection. Ghrist was taken captive 

and brought to an unjust trial. He was scourged, buffeted, 

and spit upon. Hoe was platted with a crowm of thorns and 

adorned with the purple robe of mockery and given a reed 

in His hand. He was led on the pavement to receive the 

jeers of the crowd, "Crucify Hin, crucify Him." 4 common 

prisoner, Barabbas, was preferred instoad of Him. He was 

led on the Via Dolorosa to the Place of the Skull to be 

crucified. He was mocked by soldiers, by thaseiwidiwaseedl 

their heeds and jeered, "He saved others; Himself He cannot 

save." He was given vinegar to drink, And when Pilate had 

placed the inscription above His head, the Jews again murmured 

because it made Him the King of the Jews. *" ae 

David Baron writes that ‘this rejection by the Jes was - 

not. to be expected, and gives the cause of His rejection



as follows: 

How easy should it have been for them to receive 
Him, for He declared unto them the glad tidings 
of salvetion. He brought to them the fulness 
of truth and grace of that God who had been pre- 
viously declared to them by Moses and the pron- 
hets. He honoured the law, revealing its depth, 
and came not to destroy the Law, but to fulfill 
it. As an Israelite He came to Israelities. As 
a prophet He spake to them as to a pveople who 
had been educated and trained by prophets. He 
did everything that superhuman wisdom and love 
could devise in order to win them to Himself, 
to gather them ‘as a hen gathereth her chickens 
under her wings,' but they would not. He was 
"despised and rejected* by the very people whose 
crown and glory He was to be. Rejecting Hin, 
they rejected Jehovah Himself, the counsel of 
God and eternal life. How can we understand 
this? Well, it is this: their hearts were not 
right with God; they had the form of godliness, 
but knew not, and denied the power thereof, 
They boasted of the Temple, and all the while 
their hearts did not thirst after true communion 
with the living God. They boasted of the vre- 
dictions of a Messiah which were given to then, 
but they did not sigh with broken and contrite 
hearts after true redemption, They were zealous 
for the law of God without understanding the 
spirituality of the law, and instead of its 
leading them to humble themselves and lement 
their unworthiness, they rather boasted and 
prided themselves in the way in which they kept 
its; and thus it was that herdness as well as 
blindness of heart fell upon them, and that 
the judgment of God visited His own beloved 
nation. 23 

The opposition directed against Christ continued after 

the death and resurrection of the Lord. The early Christians 

were continually versecuted by the Jews. The first of 

the persecutions against the early Church is narrated in 

’ acts 4. It lead to the arrest of Peter and John. The 

  

' 23. David Baron, op. Git., pd. 169-170.



persecutions continued in vehemence so that many Christians 

were cast into prison. Saul made havoc of the church, 

Stephen suffered martyrdom. 

After the conversion of the great apostle Paul, he 

was dogged by Jewish opposition throughout his missionary 

lifetime. He was stoned, beaten, cast into prison, and finally 

had to appeel to Caesar. In Rome, he was undoubtedly one 

of the many Christians who was martyred under the Emperor . 

Nero. 

False teachings soon became. rampent in the Cnristien 

church, Judaism and gnosticism began to meke inroads, so 

that John end Paul both specifically warned the various 

congregations to which they wrote their epistles against 

these heretical teachings. Paul, by inspiration of God, 

informs the Thessalonians of the coming of the "son of 

perdition," and of the many anti-Christs who will seek to 

gain ascendancy. 

Immediately efter the apostolic age a succession of 

Roman emperors directed national persecutions against the 

Christians. Trajan, Decius, and Diocletian were particularly 

antagonistic, while a number of others persecuted in a 

milder manner. The Jews, under the leadership of a false 

Messiah called Bar Cochba, or "Son of the Ster," started a 

rebellion in 152 A.D. Thousands of Jews from Palestine, 

cyrene, Egypt, and Mesopotemia flocked to his standard. For



three years the insurgents held the ruined fortress of 

Jerusalem. The Christiens consistently refused to acknowledge 

this false Messiah, while their principles forbade them 

to join in the perseoution. They were therefore subjected 

to great cruelities by the followers of. Bar Cochba. 

With political independence destroyed, the Jews could 

not further independently persecute Christians, so they 

circulated horrible calumnies on Jesus Christ and His 

followers. In the schools of Jabneh, Tiberias, end in 

Babylonia, they nourished a bitter, anti-Christian hostility. 

Since it is not possible to mention the myriads of 

movements directed against Christianity in these twenty 

centuries, only a few will be. cited. Under Julian the 

Apostate (361-363) Christianity suffered a severe blow. 

Julian tried to suppress it; and when he found he could not, 

he mingled it with heathenism; he ridiculed the Christians; 

and sought to weaken the Church by recalling exiled bishops. 

When he was pierced with a spear in battle, he is said to 

have uttered the cry, "Now thou hast conquered, thou pale 

Galilean. oo 

From the various. counter-movenents against Christianity 

from within the Church, we come to a counter=-movement from 

without, one of the greatest opposing forces the Church has 

ever encountered. It is Mohammedanism which arose in 

  

24. of. Lars Qualben, A History of the Christian Church, 
De 72. 

25. ef. Ayer, Source Book of Ancient Church History, p. S25f.


