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The Old Testement Books of Nehemiah, Ezrgq, Esther, Chronicles,
end Daniel are also of great value for our consideration, since they give
us the historical background of the time preceding the rise of
Pheriseism. The Talmud is of speciel importence in this study,

beceuse it is really itself a produtt of the Pharisaic spirit.
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THE PHARISEES

We present here a study of Pharisaism with 2 view more fully to under
stand and appreciate the attitude of the Pharisees toward Jesus our Bavior.
The Scribes and the Pharisees were in a position of leadership in the emrch
at the time of Christ!s visible sojourn here on aa-rth. They had studied
the Old Testement; they knew the Torah; and they were acquainted with the
Messisnic prophecies. But when the Messiah came in the person of Jesus
Christ, the Pharisees wers the men who turned out to be His most stubborn
opponents. Why? There must have been some reason for it; and it is our
aim to get at the heart of this matter.

In working with this topic we have tried to be fair, open-minded, and
impartial to the Pharisees, oonsideripg their acticlma in the light of their
past history and in the light of the attitude that our Savior took over
againet them. We want to bear in mind; that though they have received
much adverse criticism, they were men of like passions with us, men with
souls to be saved, men who were much intsrested in matters of religion.

The Lord Jesus Himself could encourage His disciples to do as the Pharisees
teught, though He warned them against doing as the Pharisees d&id.l)

The Pharisees were the most careful cobservers of the Law, the Law,
a8 interpreted by the Scribes in accordance with tradition. The disastrous
thing about this their observance of the Law was this that they over-empha-

sized the letter of the Law and failed to respond to the spirit of it.

THETR NAME AND HISTORY
The neme, PHARISEE, is derived from the Hebrew verb, UI‘J}‘_‘Q' meaning
t0 separate, or to diatinguish.z) The nour in its plural form, DL";U']M@.

then hes the meaning of SEPARATISTS, and that makes good sense. It indicates

1) Cof. Matt.23,1-3
2) cf. Deut.33,16
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repentance is alweys open - God would graciously condescend and rorgiv§
him. To show that that was really so, they referred té Devid end his
8in; David repented and he was forgiven. 8o might other indivkduals
repent and receive forgiveness.
A Reelly, they were mot at all looking for a Messiah who would save them
from their sin; they didn't need such a Messiaht According to the Phari-
sees, the physical death of Adem was the consequence of his sin; otherwise
he would have lived forever like Enoch and Elijah. So alsoc the physicel
death of any other person is the consequence of his or her sin.

8ince they felt no need or_.a Messiah who would deliver them from ain
and its consequences (spiritual death and eternsl aﬁmtion). we can well
understand that the conception of the Pharisees left no room for a Messiah
who would give Himself into death for their sins. Certainly the Messiah
would not die the death on the cross!

Thus all the spiritual aspects of the Messiah's coming were entirely
overshadowed by the fond hope that He would be their King and Deliverer

from heathen oppression.

WHEN, according to Pharisaic figuring, WAS THE MESSIAH TO MAKE HIS
APPEARANCE? Edersheim saysn: *The long discussion in the Talmud leaves
no doubt that the final and most sober opinion was, that the time of the
Messieh's coming depended not on repentance, nor any ot_;her condition, but
on the mercy of God, when the time fixed had arrivcd?!...lny attempt at
determining the date of Messiah's coming would be hypothetical? Rabbi
Semuel bar Nahmen in the name of his master Jonathan (ben Eleaszar), a
Palestinien teacher of the first half of the third century, pronounces
en imprecation on the calculators: ®Elast the bones of those who recken

out *ends] for when their computed Tend' comes end He (the Messiah) does

1) Bx.2, section 5. 2) Sanh.98, a end b.
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not come, they say, Well them, He is not ooming'.'” And yet there were a
large array of "prophecies™ as to when the Messiah would come. Those
®prophecies" compare favorably with the guesses of modern enthusiasts

and sectarians who predict that the end of the world will come on this

or that date in the future. Curiously enough, some actually did fix the
date in Talmudic writings at 4,000 years after the ereation of the world.
Other dates were fixed at 4,291 after oreation, 661 years after the destruc-

tion of Jerusalem, etc. etc.

Regarding the Messiah's PERSON, the Pharisees believed that He would
be the Son of David, Who would come at God's Appointed time to reign over
Israel, a righteous King, tsught of God. He is Christ the Lord ()((010‘7‘\0'5
I\’6{°f05 ), which is the Septuegint translation of Lamentations 4,20. He
will be pure from sin. Never in His deys will He be infirm towards His
God, since God renders Him strong in the Holy Ghost, wise in counsel, with
might and righteousness - we are reminded of the axpreﬁaion, Mighty in word
and deed - He will purify Jerusalem and judge the nations who will be sub-
Ject to His rule and behbld end own His glory. Certainly He will be &
divine persom, highly exalted over, end glorioimly overshadowing the ordinary
human being. Certainly He will be above temptation; Satan would not essault
or tempt Him. We quote from !derahainz):'Our Rebbis give this traditionm:
In the hour when King Messiah cometh, He standeth upon the roof of the sanctuary
and proclaims to Israel, saying, Ye poor (suffering), the time of your re-
demption draweth nigh. 4ng 17 ye believe, rejoice in my Light, which is
risen upon you...Is.60,1...upon you only...I8.60,2...In that hour will the

Holy One, blessed be His name, meke the Light of the Messiah and of Israel

to shine forth; end ell shall come to the Light of the King Messish and of
Isreael, as it is written...Is.60,3...And they shall come and lick the dust
from under the feet Fof the King Messiah, as it is written, I8.49,23...And
all shall come and fall on their faces before Houiah and before Israel,

and say, We will be sergants to Him and to Israel. And everyone in Israel

1) Senh.lc. 2] Book 3, Section 1.
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shall have 2,800 servants, as it is written, Zech.8,23. (NOTE: The number,
2,800, is arrived at es follows: There are 70 mations, and ten of each nationm
ére to teke hold on each one of the four corneris of a Jews garment; and so
we have 70 times 10 times 4 equals 2,800. It reminds us of the figuring thst
is commonly used by millenialists.)n Let us also teke note of this now -

we shell refer to it again in a later chapter: It wamn's Saten who placed

Jesus on the pinnacle of the temple to tempt Him! Why no, the fact that Jesus
appeared on the pinnacle of the temple was a demonstration of the fact that
the hour of Israel's deliverance had come; the Messiah stood there on the
pinnacle to mske public procflemation to all within FEis hearing that the
Gentiles were now reedy to give themselves over into voluntary snbjugatlén

to the Messiah and to Israel. Such was the Messianic hope in the hearts of

the Jews, particulerly slso in the hearts of the Pherisees.

Now then, when Jesus came the Pharisees were disflappointed in Him. They
held that since He preached a kingdﬁm quite different from that of Jewish
expectation He was a false prophet who was not to be listened to. But He
performed miracles! What about that? His miracles, according to the notion
of the Pharisees, were wrought by the power of Beelzebub, the prince of the
devils. They simply seid: Jesus is practicing megic; He is leading astrey,
and deceiving Israel.a) Re];\‘gion as the Pharisees conceived it could not
agree with religion as Jesus preached and lived it. 4And because Jesus did not
measure up to their expectetions, the Pharisees (together with the Sadducess)

insisted that He show them a "sign} a sign direct from heaven.

1) Edersheim, Bk.3, chapter 1l.
2) Senh.107 b.
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THE KIND OF MESSIAH THAT CAME IN THE PERSON OF JESUS CHRIST

~ The Messiah that came in the person of Jesus Christ had this against Him,
first of all, that He was not Himsoif a Pharisee. On the contrary, He was w
dismetrically opposed to the fundemental position and attitude &f the
Pharisees. He looked into their hearts and saw there a superabundance of
hypocrisy; He did not hesitate to call their attention to the fact that
their religion was based on men-made teachings, that their religious 1life,
with all its fasting and Sabbath observence and tithing, etc., was little more
than an outward displey end perfunctory procedure. Their hearts remeined cold
and untouched, and Jesus had neither time nor respect for their hypoeritical
sanctity. The 1ife that Jesus lived was the very opposite of that of the Phari-
8ees in many respects. They were accustomed to standing at street corners while
praying, so that they might be seen of men; but Jesus was wont to withdraw from
the multitudes, seek out some secluded spot, to pray to Eis Father in heaven.
Whereas the Pharisees were proud and boastful and paraded their religion for
show among men, Jesus wes humble and meek. Whereas the Pharisees avoided the
'Am HaeAretz and refused to associate with them, Jesus sought them onf, sat at
meat with publicens and sinners, and showed His love and kindness and considers-
tion to the lowly and downtroddem. Whereas the Pharisees were desircus of making
an impression on the people - and their Messiesnic hope slso included this idea
that their Messiah-King would meke a tremendous impression on the people wherever
He would appear, and that He would live in e palace of spkendor in the Holy City,
the Capital of the world! - Jesus Himself said that He had no place where to lay
His head. Whereas the Pharisees had expected Him to be ‘abovo tani;tation, Jesus
was tempted by Sstan like as we are. Jesus did nof. ride through the streets of
conquered capitals as Victor and Comqueror, nor did He thunder amy dictums
from tl;e pinnacle of the temple to the nations that had to bow before Him amd

before Israel; instead He had come to seek and to save that which was lost; EHe
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condescended to telk to en individual Semaritan women at Jacob's well; He stood
by the sea shore and prepared z meel for His disciples; Ee stopped lmdsr a
sye)(amore tres to speek to little man by the neme of Zaehaiul. and even went

‘to this sinner's house to dine with him; in fact He was ready to stop amywhere
on a dusty road to speak comfort and healing and assurance to the lowly and
dkspised. The Pharisee could only dspise the Lord Jesus for all this. Jesus
simply did not measure up to his expectetioms. TherYore Jesus must be an

inpostor, a false prophet.

When Jesus mede the statement, "My Kingdom #s mot of this world} this
wes sufficient proof to the Pherieees that He was not their long-expected Mes-
siah, and He might as well have said to them: I em not the iossiah you u.-e
looking for. The Pharisees sensed it immediately that the purely temporal
end national elements which well-nigh formed the sum total of their Messiunic
expectations were not even included in the Bavior's "K{ngdom of God¥ They
didn't understand Yesus when He ceme with His Godpel of pesce; they wanted a
conquering warrior King. They expected the Messiah to lead them to vietory
over# the surrounding heethen nstions and to weigh down those nations with
& burdensome slavery; but His Gospel of peace included also the heathen nations;
&nd when He said that His yoke was easy and His burden light, thbs message
wes intended to be healing balm for the heathen as well as for the Jew. His
héart was filled with sympathy and love for every nation, and for every individ-
ual sinner; He asseciated with sinners and preached to them in an appealigg,
13;1118 wey. His ministry was a ministry of loving invitation (™Come unto Me
all ye that labor and are heavy laden; I will give you rest®), as opposed to
- the legaliam and strictness of the Pharisees. And s0, the clash between Jesus

and the Pharisees was inevitable.
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3 §
THE CLASH BETWEEN JESUS AND THE PHARTSEES

We have seen that the whole religious training snd backgwound of the
Pharisees was such as to set them against the Lord Jesus when He came as the
Redecemer "to seek and to save that which was lost? They were greatly
confused when they found that He claimed to be the Messiah but failed to measure
up to their preconceived, perverted, end misdirected notions. However they
could not afford to ignore Him, since His popularity was growing by leaps and
bounds and their own popularity was waning. Hitherto they had enjoyed the
confidence of the people; the people had looked upon them as being the most
godly end religious and informed men in the world of religion. Now the people
were flocking to Jesus; they heard Him gladly, becsuse they felt that He had
something reelly worthwhile listening to whenever He opened His mouth to spesk.
"He taughfl as one having authority, and not as the Scrib‘es!n That aroused a
certain amount of jealousy in the hearts of the Pharisees. They became be-
wildered when they saw that Jesus set His own opinions over against the tradi-
tion of the elders. The Pharisees had been accustomed to look on the traditian
of the elders as being the last word in matters of religion. The tradition of
the elders were to the Pharisees what ™The Cenens end Decreds of the Council
of Trent®™ are to the Roman Catholics. In utter surprise they threw up their
hands and asked, "Whence has this man this wisdom?® "By what authority doest
Thou these things?® Jesus was pointing the way to heaven, and the way that He
pointed out was different from the way that was pointed out by the Pharisees.
And whet is more, the people were listeming with jirapt attention to the words
that fell from the lips of Jesus; "“they heard Him gladlyy "they hung on His

Words, listening? #nd that worried the Pharisees. The result was that they

1) Matt. 7,29



28

tried everything possible to do awey with Him. They attacjed His teachings

at every possible occasion and they attacked His person. "No Pharisee could

consent to the conclusion that it was permissgble to pluck corn on the Sabblth'n

as 4id the disciples of T esuu!a,nor could the Pharisses approve of Jesus when

He healed(a men suffering with a withered hend) on the Sabbath day. "Fhe Phar-

1sees instilled into the people a dislike for Jesus; they said that He was |
a Transgressor and a m of transgressors - publicens, sinners, hysterical |
women - and that His cures were due to unhoiy powers, that He was pﬁnaiud by
Beelzebub, the .prince of devils, end was therefore sble to heal tl;.te sickeoee

These comments by the Pherisees influenced ‘the mother and brethren of ‘J'e'm

(His father apparently was slready deed) 'And His kindred{ °¢ "T{"f” <3 ToU )

heard and went out to lay hold on Him ( Kj‘*"r”?"'d’ dz"'?;\’ ,. for they sud.

He is beside Himself' ( 57 EérTn )23} When we reesd the Gospel sccounts

we get the impression that the Pharisees did try everything they could to set

the people sgeinst Jesus.

Because Jesus took a stand against the tradition of the elders, the
Pharisees mnderstood end explained that as though Jesus had taken a stand sgatinst
the Law of God. That's why Jesus told them in so meny wordé, *Think not that
I came to destroy the Law. I em not come to destroy but to rultil'.'l’) Christ
had no quarrel with the Law of God; but He did have & quarrel with the
Pharisees who perverted the Lew and substituted for the Commandments of God

the commendments of men.

The real situation, then, was this: the Pharisees matched the tradition
of the elders against the Son of God Himself. <%he tredition of the elders
wes to the Pharisee what Jesus end the Word of God are So st We'look upon
Christ and His Word as the fimal authority in matters of doctrine and prac-
tice. ?he Jews, especislly the Pharisees, looked upon the tredition of the el-

ders as their finel euthority; end herein ley the dynemite.

IV Xlausner, p.278. 2) Luke 8,1. J) Klausner &) Matt.5,17.




Thisg dynemite was ready to explode on short notiae 'a_t any time. There-
Torg,when Jesus claimed power to forgive sins, the Pharisees immediately
interpreted that as being blasphemy: *"Why doth this man thms speak blasphem-
ies? Who can forgive sins but God only?‘n “And when the Pharisces saw
Him eat with publicans and sinners, they said unto His d:lscipieﬁ. How is it that

" He eateth and drinketh with publicans and sinners?'zl Agein "Why do tﬁe f

_diaciples of Jolm end of the Pharisees fast, and Thy disciples fast not?",
#nd when Jesus and His disciples went thmugh a corn field on a Blbbath Dty

and Hie disciples plucked ears of corn (probahly,wheat) and rubbed 1t betweon
theff pelms of their hends, the Phariaees were quick to interpret that al

being threshing, a violation or the Sebbath Law?) 411 these things, and

thousend others, the Phariaees round tault with and "took counsel lr!.th the Herod-

: ‘lans against Him, how they might destroy Him"s)

Realizing their religious background and their treining as well. u their
diuppointment in finding en altogether different Messiah from ﬂmt they had
expected, we almost feel sorry for the Pharisees. Through a study such as th:l.a
we must arrive at the conclusion: ‘l'hough we cannot excuse the Pharileea ‘ror
the stend they took over against Jesus, we can at least understand th.e reason

why they did take such a stand.

: CONCLUSION

In conclusion we might summarize as follows: The Pharisees came out
of distress and persecution eand saved Judaism from disintegrationm. They went
astray by following the Tradition of the Elders rffether than the Prophecies
of the sure Word of God. _Because they fbllowed ti-adition rather than revelation,
they developed in their own minds false expectations regarding the ltessilh.
who was to come. And when the Messieh came in the Person of Jesus chr.tat,
the inevitable happened - the Pharisees clashed with Him head om, boetns. of

thelr preconceived ideas and prejndigf#-

 OYEEET WS 5,16 9) Mark 2,18 &) Merk 2,230 5] Mark 3,6.
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We mey derive much spiritual benefit from an evaluation such as this.
We may be warned by the mistekes of the Pharisees and profit thereby. There
is a real danger for any group or for any individuel to reduce religion to
& mere outward, mechanical thing. There is also a2 real danger for any given
church body to fall into the rut of traditionalism. Meay God and His Word be

and remain our Protection and Shield, 80 that our religion mey remain pure

and sirong.
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