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!Bl PHARISll8 

We present here a study ot Phari•ai·lllll with a new more 1ully to ucler 

nand and appreciate the attitude ot the Phari•ees toward Zea.is our 8anor. 

,he Scribes and the Pharisees nre in a posUion ot leadership 1n the olmroh 

at the time o'f Christ's visible sojourn hara on earth. They had studied 

the Old Testament; they knew the Torah; and. they were aoquaimed wt.th the 

llessiantc prophecies. Bu' when the Keaaiah came· in the person ot J'eaia 

Christ, the Pharisees nre the men who· turned out to be Bia aoat nubbom 

opponents. Wey? There must have been S0111e reason :for it; and it 1• our 

aim to get at the heart o'f this matter. 

In working wt.th this topic we have tried to be t~r, open-lllinded, an.cl 

impartial to the Pharieeea, eonaidering their aCRiona in the light ot ·their 

past history and in the light of the attitude that our Savior took over 

against them.. We 118Jlt to bear. in mind, tbat though they have received 

much adverse criticism, they were men ot like passions with ua. men wt.th 

souls to be saved, men who nre much interested in matters ot religion. 

The Lord Ze8Us Bimselt could encourage Bia · diaotples to do as the Pharisee• 

taught, though Be warned them agatnst doing a:s the Phariaeea 414.l) 

The Pharisees were the most oaref'ul obaerTers ot the Law, the Law, 

as interpreted by the Scribes in accordance. with tradition. The cliaanroua 

thing about this their observance o't the Law was this that they over-•pha­

siaed the letter o't the Law and tailed to respond to the spirit ot u. 

THEIR NAME .AND mSl'ORY 

The name, PBARISEE, is der1 ved from the Hebrew verb, t/.i J¥, me.aiq 

to separate, or to distinguish.2) The noun in its plural tomi, 0...,tq,11~, 

then hae the meaning ot Sll:P.ABJ.TIS?S, an.4 that makes good aenae. It 1nd1•t•• 

1) dt. Katt.23,1-3 
2) Cf~ Deut.33.16 
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As much as we ccnu.d gather fl'OIIL RabbiDio wr1'11Dg&, the PhariaMa did Mt 

understand the Bible teaching on Originial Sia. Say• JMersheiJlu •Aa tar as their 

Opinions can be gathered from their writiqa, the great doctrine• ot original 

Bin .and of the sinrulness ot our whole D8"1re, were not held by the anoient·Babbis. 

Ot course it is DOt meant that they denied the consequences. or atn, either as I 

concerned Adam. himself', or his deec.endentsi but the final result is tar trom t bat 

sertoueness, which attaches to t he J'all 1n the Hew 'l'estament, where U is pre­

aentiad as the basis ot the need of a Redeem.er, Who as the second A4am. restore_d 

what the first had lost. The di:tf'erence 1s •••• twidamental ••. f 1) Baturally, it 

they "did not understand the Scriptural tact ot original sin, ~'iitther would-they 

comprehend the necessity tor a Se.Vior from sin. 

As tar as Ad811l'a J'all is concerned, they ascribed that to the en-.y ot the 

an&els. The ugels, having in vain tried to preTent the creation ot JUJl, a-. l.an 

conspired to lead him into sin, and thus to Min. The instl'Ulllent empl.oyed was 

the serpent. Adam is then said to have l.oat six things, o~ which n could tiJ.14 

only the following 1"1 ve: 1) '!he shining splendor ot his person, even hie hee;a 

being like suns, 2) Bia gigantic size, trom ·east to west, f'l'Olll ~arth to bee.Ta, 

3) _'1'he spontaneous, splendid products trom tlle ground and ot all f'Nit trees, 

4) The intinitely greater measure ot light on. the part ot ~he heavenly bodies. aud 

,> 'l'he endless duration. of life~) -.d their bope waa that the Messiah 110uld re­

store all these things to their original size od l~elilleaa~> hrthem.ore 
-

They expressed their belief the.t God is willing to torg1Te the sills ot 

Israel if'.!!! were guilty. And to substentiate this doctri.Jle with Biblical. 

illustration and ex811lple, they referred to Israel• s sin 1n worshiping the 

golden calf at the toot of Mount Sinai. Because,.!!! bad aimled, God :to.rgaTe the 

Israelites their sin. J3r.it now. what about an." 1ndirtdual., it he sins? CU be 

receive torgivenesaaal:ao? Yes, it he repeuted o:t his sin - and the door ot ~- ---·"r:t~· // -
1) Xdersheill Bt.2, Section 3. 2) ·Ber.12,121.; Banh.38b; Cbag.12a. 
3) Ber.R.13; Xderaheilll Bk.2, Section 3. 



repentance 1 a al.ways open - God "IIOUld graciously- condeaoend and torgi Te 

~· ~o ebow that :that was r~ally ao, th97 reterred to DaT14 and hia 

e1n; David .repented and he RB torgiT~. 8o might other indiftduale 

~pent and receive torg~veness. 

Really, they were not at all loc;,king for a Jlese1ah who llOUld aaTe them 

tram their sin; they didn't need au.oh a lleaeiahl Aooording to the Phart­

aees, the physical death of Adam was the . consequence o.f h1a sin; othernM 

he 1.VOuld have 11 ved forever like J:llooh ~d Bl.ijah. So alao the phyaioel. 
. . 

death of' any other person is the coneequence of hie or her sin. 

Since they tel~ no need ot a Kessiah who would deliver them. tram aill 

and 1 ts consequences (spiritual death end eternal clamnation) , w oan ~ 

understand that the conception ot the Pharisees len no room tor a Kessiah . . . . 

who would give Himself i~~o death tor their aina. ·~rtainly the Keaai.ah 

would not die the death on the oroaal 

Thus all the ~piri tual aspects. of the Kessiah' a coming we;-e entirely 

ove~shadowed by the fond hope that Be . would be their King and Deli Te~r 

from heathen oppre~sion. 

'IBEN, ac.cording to Pharisaic 'figuring, tJs THE MISSUR 'fO KAKE BIS 

J!'PEARANCE? Edersheim aay.1): "The 1.~ng diaauaston in the Talmld leuea 

no doubt that the tinal and most sober opinion wu, that the time ot the 

lleastah's coming depended not on repentance, nor amy othe~ conclition, bll~ 

on the mercy of: God, when the ti.me ~ized had arri:ved~! ••• Arq attempt· at 

determining the date ot Messi~' s coming. would be b;ypothetioalf Rabbi 

Samu.el bar· Nahm.an. in the name of his DJ.&ater J'onathan (ben neuar-J, a 

Palestinian: t ·eacher ot the first half of the third century, pronounce• 

an ilaprecation on the oa1culawraz "Bl.tat the bone• ot t hoae wbD realton· 

out; •a.4sl tor when their· computed ttm4t oomea ·ad He (°the Meaaiah) clou 

1) Bk.2, section j. 
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JU>t CODle,. they say, Well then. He 1a not oo~) Au4 yet there nre a 

large array ot •prophecies" •• to when the Jleaelah would ccae. ftoN 

•prophecies" COlllpare favorably- with the guesaea ot mo~ern enthuaiaata 

and sectarisns who predict ~hat the end of the world w1ll oome on thi• 

or that date in the future. Curioualy enough. aame actually- did tiZ the 

date in 'l'almudio writings at 4,000 7ears after the oreation ot the 110rld. 

Other dates were fixed at 4,.291 after oreation, 6617~ra after the deat!'Qc­

tion ot Jerusalem., etc. etc. 

Regarding the Messiah's PERSON, the Pharisees belieTed that Be would 

be the Son ot David, Who would come at God'• Appointed time to reign o:Yer 
. ' 

Israel; a i-1ghteous lt1Jli, taught of God. Be 1a Chrln the Lord (1(ra-To$ 

I 
l(0f10 s ) ,. which is the Septuagint tranalation ot Lamentation.a 4,20. Be 

will be pure from sin. Never in Bis days will He be 1nt1N towards fr:ia '-

God, since Ood renders Him strong in the Holy Ghcat• wise in couneel, with 

Jlight and righteousness - we are reminded ot the . u:preasion, ~ghty in word 

and deed - Be will purify Jerusalem and Judge the nations who wUl be ab­

ject to His rule end behold and own Bis glory. Certainly Be will be a 

divine person, highly exalted over. 811.d gloriously overshadowing the ordinary 
. . 

hum.an being. Certainly He wUl be a~ove temptatiOAJ Satan would :not UNul t 

or tempt Him. We quote from lderahe11l2 ) :"Our Rabbi• give this traditioD:: 

In the hour when King Mesa1ah comet;h, He atan.4eth upon the root ot the A11otuary 

mid proclaims to Israel, saying, r• poor ( auttering), the time ot your r... 

d•ption -d.raweth nigh. ~d it ye believe, rejoice ~n my Light, which 1• 

risen upon you ••• Ia.60,1 ••• upo~ :,ou only ••• Ie.60~2 ••• In that hour w1l1. the · 

Holy One, blessed be Bia name, make the Light ot the Messiah ad ot Israel 

to shine to~h; and all shall com~ to the Light ot the Xing Messiah ~d ot 

Ierael, as it is written ••• Is.6o,3 ••• .And they shell come and lick the dun 

trom under the teet lot the Xing Messiah, u it is written, I•-49,2) ••• ad 

all ah.all come and fall on their faces before Meeaiah and before Iarael, 

ULd aq, We will be ael"IUt• to B1a an.4 to Iarael. .An4 everyone in Iara.el 
1 ) Sanh. lc. ----:zr Book 3, Sect ion 1 . 



shall have 2,800 ~enuts, u it is written, Z.oh.8,2). (JIO'.B: The number. 

2.800, is arrived at as tollowa: There are 70 nations, and ten ot each nalcm 

lre to take hold on eac,i one of the tour . corne~• ot a z .. garment.; ad ao 

we have 70 times 10 times_ 4 eCl'lal• 21800. It Nllinda ua of the fipri.Dg that 

ts comm.only used by lll1.ll•aliata.)1) X.et ua alao take zaot;e of this now -

we shell refer to it again in a later chapter& It --.,, 8ata who plaoed 

Z•aue on the pinnacle of the t•ple ..-o t•pt H1lll ~ no,. the tact that Zeaa 

~ppeere~ on the pinnac~e ot. the t•ple waa a 4•onatrat1on ot the tact thu 

the hour of Israel's deliverance had come; 'the Kessiah nood there on the 

pinnacle to make public procllaaation to all within His hearing that the 

Gentiles were now ree.dy. to give themselTes oTer into voluntary abjugation 

to the MeBBiah and to Israel. Such was the Jleaalaic bop• in the heart• of 

the J"ews, particularly els:> in the hearts of the Phariaees. 

Now then, when J' esus came the · Phariaees were di-pointed in Bill. 'fhey' 

held that since He preached e. kingdom. quite different hom that of J'ewiah 

expectation He was a false. prophet who as not to be liatened to. Bllt Be 

performed miracles! What about· that? Bis miracles, aocol'C11ng t .o the notioa 

or the Pharis~es,. were wrought by the power of Beelzeba.b,. the prince ot the 

deTils. They simply said: 1esua ia practicing JUgia• . Be is leacling astray, 

and deceiTing Israel. 2> Reit-a:on as the Pbariaees concei-Yed it oould. not "t5" . 

agree with religio:r_i as J'esus preached and lived it. .AJld because J'eaus clid ·not 

aeaB11re up to their e~ctationa, th~ Phariaeea (·together with the Sa.dducees) 

insisted the.t He show .them a •&1ga,.f a sign clirect from heaven. 

... ~-.. 
1) lclersheim, Bk. 3-, chapter 1. 

2) Sanh.107 b. 



2 . 
THE nND OJ' MF.BSIAli THAT O.AD IN THE PERSON o• nms CHRIS? 

The Kessiah that came in the person ot J'e8Us Christ had tbia againat Hill, 

first o-r all., that He was not Himself a Pharisee. On the contrar.,, Ba na Ill 

diametrical.l.y opposed to the tuniftfflental position and attitude It the 

Pharisees. He looked into their hearts and saw there a superabundance ot 

hJpocrisy; He did not hesitate to call their attention to the -tact that 

their religion was baaed on man-made teachings, that their religious lite, 

With all. its tasting and Sabb'J.th observance and tithing, etc., was little more 

than an outwe.rd display and pertunctory procedure. Their hearts r811lained cord 

and untouched, 8l1d J' esus had ne1 ther time nor respect tor their jr.ypocr1 ticsl 

aoctity. The life that J'esus lived was the very opposite ot that ot the Pbari­

aees in many respects. They were accustomed to standing at street corners while 

praying, eo that they might be seen of' men; but 1esue RS wont to withdraw fl"Gll 

the multitudes, seek out some secluded spot, to pray to Bia •ather in heavfJll. 

Whereas the Pharisees were proud and boasttul and paraded their religion for 

show among men, J"esus was humble and ·meet. Whereas the Pbar1•eea awoi,clecl the 

'Am HaAretz and refused to associate with the, .Tesus sought them out, eat ~, 

meat with publicans and sinners, and showed His love and kindness end considen.­

tion. to the lowly end down.trodden. Whereas the Pharisees were desirous ot mekiJlg 

an. impression on the people - end their Messianic hope also included this idea 

that their llessiah-Xing would meke e. tremendous impression on the people whereTer 

He would appear, and that He 1110uld live 1n a palace of' sp}endor 111 the Holy C!,"7, 

the Capital of the worldt - ;r esus Bimeelf said that He had no place where to lay 

His head. Whereas the Pharisee'3 had expected Him to be above t•ptation, lesus 

Rs tempted by .Satan like as we are. 1esua did not ride through the streets ot 

conquered capitals as Victor end Conqueror, nor did He tbwlder 8Jly' 41cnas 

°tl'OII the pim1acle of the temple to the nations that had to bow befo~ Hill .. , . 

before Israel; instead He bad come to seek end to save tha.t which RS l.ost; Be 



.... : 

condescended 'to talk to an 1~41ndual Sau.r1.tan woman at .J'aeob•• wl.11 Be noot 

by the sea shore and prepared e. meal tor His d1ac1pleaJ Be ll'topped un4er a 

ayc~emore tree to, speak toJittle man by the ume ot Z.oba~, u.d even_. 1N1Dt 

· ·to this sinne:r?s house to dine with hill.·. in tact Be was ready to stop 8J1¥Wbere 
, - -· 

on a dusty road to speak comfort and-healing and aasunuce to "*he lowly· and 

dl!spised. The Pharisee. could only dtapiae the Lord· .Jesus tor all this. Zeaa 

simply did not measure up to ~a expactatioaa. The:hora J'eaua net be mi n -~ 

. impostor, a false prophet. 

lfhen J'esus made the statement, 9J4y Kingdom •• not ot this 110rldJ 'Ibis 

we.a suf'ficient proo.t to the Pharisees that He -.a not their ~ong-n:pected·-ilea­

siah, and He might as well have said ~o them: I am not the Kessiah you are 

looking tor. The Pharisees aeued it immediately that the pureq t•porai:' 

and national elements which well ... nigh to:cmed the aum. 'iotel ot their lleuilalllc 

expectations were not even included in the 8ayior•a ~gdom. ot God\' ·Thej 

clida't understand Jesus when Be cep1e with .lit• Gollpel ot :peace& they wanted a 

conquering ,!!!:r1or Xing. · They upecte~ the Keaaiah to l•d them to n:aor:, 

overf the surrounding heathen naticma and to wlgh do1'D those D.a'tiona with 

a burdensome slavery; but Hie Gospel ot peace inciuded also the heathen nattaaa; 

ad when He aeid that Bia yoke na easy and His burde light, thl• •••aase 
na intended to be heali.Dg balm tor the heathen as well as tor the .Jew. ~ 

heart was tilled w1 th sympathy and love tor every nation, and for ·ever:, 1A41nd­

ual sinner;. He as541ciated. with "1nne:ra and preached to them 1n an appeali.M, 

lllins way. Bis Jliniatry wae .a ministry of 1ov1:ng invitation ·(•oame unto· Ke 

' all ye tb.at labor and are heavy ladeli.; I will a1 ve you r en•), u opposed to 
.. 

. ~he legali·aa. and atric~neas of the Phariaeea. ad ao .. the cla11h between 1eaua 

and the Phµisees was inevitable. 
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We have seen that the whole religious training an4 'baokg110QDd ot the 

Pharisees was such as to set them against the Lord 1esus when Be oame u the 

Redeemer •to aeek and to save that which was lost! They .. ~ greatly 

contused when they tound that Be claimed to be the Messiah but tailed to meuan 

up to their preconceived, perverted. and misdirected notions. IIDwTer they 

could not at:t'ord to ignore Bim, since His popularity was growing by leaps and 

bounds and their own popularity was aning. Hitherto they had enjoyed 'the 

confidence o:r the people; the people bad looked upon them aa beill8 the moat 

godly and religious and in.formed men in the world of religion. lfow the people 

were nocking to J'eaus; they beard Him gladly, because they f'elt that He had 

aomethi~ really worthwhil.e listening to whenever Be opened His mouth 'to ap ... 

"He taugh~· as one having authority, and not as the Scrib.ear) '1'bat ·aroused a 

certain amount of jealousy in the hearts of' the Pharisees. They became b._ 

wildered when they saw that 1esua set His ow opiniou over against the tradi­

tion of the elders. The Pharisees bad been accustomed to look on the traditllnl 

of the elders as being the last wor4 in matters ot religion. Tbe tradition ot 

the elders were to the Pharisees what "!he Canana and Deoreta ot the ColmcU 

ot Trent• are to the Roman catholics. In utter surprise they threw up their 

hands and asked, "Whence has this JllaJl this wiadaat• •By what authority cloen 

Thou these thinget• 1 esus was pointiDg the way to heavea, and the way that Be 

pointed out ws different from the way that n.s pointed out by the Pharisees. 

Ja.d what is more, the people were listening with lra,t attat10Jl to the 111Drh 

that fell trom the lips ot :T esua; •they- heard Him gl.adfyf •they lmng on Bl• 

'fords, listening! .And that worried the Pharisees. The reaalt •s that they 

1) Matt. 7,29 



tried everything poaaible to do a~y with Bim.. 'fber attacle4 Bia teaching• 

at eTery possible occaaion and they atta~ed B11 peraon. 9Jlo Pbariaee ooul4 

conaent to the conclusion that it was pel'lliadble to pluck corn on the 8abbatll-1-) 

•• 414 the disciples of Jesu.f2>nor could the Pbariasea approve of lefta w1la 

· Be healed(a man suffering with a withered hand) on the 8a'~bath ·07. 9fha Phu­

ieeea instilled into the people a dialike tor leau; ther Aid that Be •• 
hiad · 

a 'lranegresaor and a HII#. ot tranegreasora - 1Nblicena, ainnera, b,yatericai 

1IOlll81l - and that His cur~s were due 
1

to · unholy powere., that u.; wu ,ouea .. 4 by 

~eelsebub, the prince or devils, and was therefore able to heal the a.cit .••• 

These CODD!lents by the Pharisees intluenced ·the aother and brethren of' 1esua 
. . > -

(Bis father apparently ~s already dead) 'Jnd B:1• ki:Jldrecl( of iT'°J°, o(u,oL/ ) 
, '"" 7 i . 

heard end went out to lay hold on B11ll ( !<.f« .,.'>1 <rd , o( u T"'b " ) , tor they Aid, 

He is beside Himself'' ( f,, lf {(1'T7( )\13) When we read the Goepel actccnmt~ 
, 

we get the impression that the Pharisees did try everything .~hey could to eet 

the people against Jesus. 

Because .r esus took a stand against the traclU1on ot the elders, the 

Pharisees uderstood and oplained that aa though 1 esus had taken a · stand .eplnn 

the Law ot God. That's why Jesus told them in ao many word~, "Th1Dk not that 

I came to destroy the Law. I em not come. to destroy but to f'ultil\14) Chrin 

had no quarrel with the Law of God; . , but He 41d have a quarrel with the 

Phariaees wl:io perverted the Le.w end 811bst1 tute4 tor the Commandments of God 

the commandments ot men. 

The real situation, then, was this: the Pbarieeea matched the tradition 

ot the elders ag~inat the Son of God Bimselt. The tre.di tio~ ot th~ elders 

was to the Pharisee what J'eaus and the Word ot God are to · ua. W. look, upon 

Christ and His Word as the f'iul authority in matters ot doctrine and prao­

·~1ce.. the J'ews, especially the Pharieeea,. looked upon the tadition ot the el-
, 

4era as their final authori"1'; and herein lay the dynamite. 

I) fiauaer, p.278. 2) Lake 6,.1. JJ naua:n.er 4) llatt.5,17. 
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~ . 
hi~ dynam1 te was ready to. u:plo~e o;n· ~bort notioe fl:"t any time. . !'he~ 

fo~,1'hen J'esu.s claimed. ~ower to torgiv~ sine, the Pbariaeea immed.1.ately· 

Jnterpreted that as. being. blaaphaQ't ._ doth thia man tmu apNk blupha- ·. ·. 

ieat Who can torgi v~ s:f.ns bu.~ God onl.1'-1) •.&n4 when the Phariaee• -

'.1:fim eat ~th publicans and aiimera, they said unto Bia disciples, Bow ·1a 11i ·that 

· ,~ eateth .a.nd drinketh with PJ:~ican~ and ailmerat~2) -ab. -"Illy clo t~ 11111 
. 41.aciplea ot J'ol:m end ot the ~be.rtaeea ~an, . and l')w cliaoiplea tan ~,-'> .. 
.-d when J'esus and Bis disciple~' went ~hrough a oorn tiald on a S.bbatll .·Da;r 

"'.· ... -··.-:·' 

. ·~d 'Bis disciples plucked ears ot co~-·.(probably,wb.~d) ad rg;bbed it··.b--
.• . . •; .·. . ..... ·. . .::"'t .. /:· 

... , . f· )~eff ·pa,lms o~ their hands, the.' Phai1.aees were ·quick to tnterpret ·that ~ · -

:.~~eina threshing, .a vi.~]i ~tio~ ·;;_.,_,_h: ·Sabbath La~) .Jll .these thi~a, .J;·::;·. · .. 
. :.:· . \.'f) : . . . . ~· 
th,ouaand others, the Pharisees found fault 111th and •took ooUJlHl- with tlie Herod-

• "1; -~-;~, • ~::-.,.}. -:·-= .. 

·iana against Him, 119• they ~ght cleriri,y Bimf5) ~ -:?~ 
. }::- ·:·· . . . ~ . . '~;-. .:. 

. . . 

Realizing their relig1ou'3\ i>aclc:ground and th~i-r training: u ·well . u ,;.tbeir 

41aappointmen~ . in ~ind;~~-~ ~ t ~gether dift~rent Kessiah trom wha~ t~i;~d 
.-... expected, w~ almost te~ ao~ tor the Phariae~a. '.fhrough a · nudy such ~;/ thi• 

we muat arrive ~t the conclusion: Though we cannot n:cuse the Pbariaeea !_tor 
. . 

the stand they took over againat 1 esua, n can at least understand the reuon. 

why they did take such a stand·: 

CONCLUSION 

.In conclusion we. ll!-1ght summarise ~1!!11 .~oll~wei- ·_The Phariaeea muae ,out 

~t di~re~s and persecution end aaved 1udaism from diatntegrat10Jl. They 1RllD 

aat~ by following the ~radi tion ot the Elder• rlether than the Proph4'oiu 

ot the sure Word of God.· ·Because they followed tradition rather than revelation, 

they developed in their 011D. mind~ false expectation• regarding the Kessiah 

·· who was t .o come. And when the-Kessiah oue in the Person of 1••• ChrJ,n. 
. .:- . .:.· . . 

~\; .;~ . 
the ine.Titable happened - the l>hariaees claehed with Btm. mad OJl, be~uae of 

their preconceived ideas and preju41~_!.! ·~ 
. . ':'-,; ~ .: . 

"'· ...... 
. .... .. ... 

~;· -~~~iJ Lii .a,7. 2J lark 2·,1.6 ,3) ~ 2,18· .4) Kalie 2.a~ : ,, '8m ·J,6. 

.. . , 
' 1 



- . . . 

•• may derive much spiritual benefit .from an nal.uaU011 mch u tbla. 

•• uy be warned by the miatakea ot the ·Pbariaeea and profit thereb7 • . 'lhfte 

is a real danger for any sroup or for any indiTidual to recllloe rel.1c1,on. ·w 

a :mere outward, mechanioal thing. There is also a real clanger for 07 g1Ta 

church body to re.11 · into the :ru.t of tradUionalia. Jlay God an4 Bia Word M 

and remain our Protection and Shield, eo tbat . our religion Jl.81' nmain pan . . 

and Stl"OD.g. 

. : . ·: 

: ,. ·' . ... ~ 
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