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Will become wiechenical or repetitious. It must be admitted 

that wo have no evidence from St. Paul that he found it 

necessary to hold himself to a certain schedule in regard 

to his prayers, His prayers are interspersed throughout his 

writings in a way that shows that he was constantly living 

in the presence of God, and that he talked to Him whenever 

he found it necessary. Yet fixed hours for prayer can actually 

aid the pastor in cultivating this manner of praying. His 

morning prayers can help to turn his thoughts toward God all 

during the day. 

"hen we have prayed a deliberate and, if you please, 
formal prayer in the morning, wo shall be far more 
Likely to have a thought slipping Godwards from time 
to time, in the push and distractions of our work, . 
than it the day begins without some such formal 
devotement of curssives before Him, It is easy to 
idicule the formality of it, but the chances all 

are that you will have nothing better than that 
without thet. There is perll in cutting loose from 
the hebitual and stated. Set times for meeting God 
help develope in us set times for wanting to meet 
iim. "3 

Fixed forms of prayers, as well as fixed hours. for 

prayers, are helpful in aiding a pastor overcome the weak- 

ness of his flesh. It hapvens at times that a pastor is 

montally so tired that any free prayers which he would offer 

would be threadbare end would have little meaning for hin, 

At such a time the Tutheran pastor will find a rich treasury 

of prayer in the devotional literature of the Church. Ger= 

berding recommends two books with fixed forms of devotion 

which are especially suitable for the Lutheran pastor: the 

"Evangelical Breviary" of Dieffenbach and “ueller in the 

  

person, Message, and        8. Arthur S. Hoyt, The Preacher, Fis 

Hethod, p. 148. 
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