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FOREWOHD

Various observations should be noted to understand more fully the
material which follows.

The reader will notice that the spelling of Arabic place-names may
be different from that with which he is familiar. The spelling used in
this paper is that found on the latest maps. But even among these,
there is a deviation in spelling. The lack of a standardized trans-
literation of Arabic names is a fact of which one becomes keenly aware
in a study of Biblical backgrounds.

As the footnotes bear out, the very latest maps were used in this
study. These are the official maps of the Survey of Palestine of the
late Palestine landate Government. Unfortunately, some of these seem
to be no longer obtainable; since recent attempts to secure additional
maps have been futile,

The sketches found in varicus appendices are based on these recent
maps. Referring to these appendices will help the reader to follow
and to see for himself. This is especially important where the dis=
cussion gets to be of a technical .geographical nature.

Alsc found in the appendices are comparative listings of views
taken by scholars on a number of disputed sites. These serve to shed
additional light on the presentation of conflicting views and also
clarify the conclusions reached, i

The reader will note references to personal observations in Pales-
tine, which it was our privilege to make in 1947. In almost every case,

il
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these have their influsnce on the evaluations. Since these obseﬁa—
tions were made under the guidance of Dr. ¥William Arndt, it is felt
that they may be considered of a primary nature in the ranking of
resource material.

Occasionally it becomes necessary to differ with scholars recog=
nized as authorities in their field. Somectimes this is nescessitated
by their desire to ignore the insplred word of Scripture. In other
cases, it would seem that personal wishes overpower scholarly acumen.
A study such as this demands a dispassicnate approach. This is es-
pecially true because of the many traditicns which have arisen and
whiich have becoms highly important for ths preservation of traditional
sites of Biblical significance.

Since it is necessary to have some understanding of the develop=
ment of Biblical Archacology, the reader will find it helpful to
study and absorb the survey found in the "Introduction.” This will

serve 1o enrich a perusal or study of the subsequent chapters on

various sites of importance in Biblical Archacologye




INTRODUCTION
BIBLICAL ARCHAEOLOGY

WArchaeology® is a term which goes back to the ancient Greeks,

In their day they discussed the antiquities of the past and termed
such discussion #pxacodoyca. 1

RBiblical Archaesology is I\;ndamental in all its phases for a study
of Palestine, for it was chiefly in this country that the evenis de=
scribed in the Bible occurred. Through its investigations, it brings
to life the domestic, social, political, and religious life of the
past ages.z -

The cultivation of Biblical Archaeology may be divided into four
periods, The first beging with the recognition of Christianity as a
legally racogn'.lzed religion by Constantine the Great and continued
through the elighteenth century.

Constantine and his mother Helena took the greatest interest in
identifying the holy places of JerusalemeS Eusebius speaks at great
length of their ardor and geal. An example is the "finding® of the

1u.G. Kyle, "Archaeology and Criticism,® The International Stand-
ard Bible Encyclopaedia, edited by James Orr (Chicagos The Howard-

Severance GOey s De 226,

2upiblical Archacologys" The Concordia Cyclopedia, edited by Le
Fuerbringer, et al. (St. Louist Concordia m%ﬁﬁ%’ﬁouse, 1927),
De 824

3
George A. Barton, Archaeology and the Bible (Seventh revised
edition; Philadelphia: American Sunday School Union, 1946); pe 95




2
tomb of Jesus by Cueen Helena.t Now streams of pilgrims began to visit
the Holy Land, Amcng them was the pilgrim from Bordeaux, who visited
in Palsstine in 333 A.D. He traveled through various sections of
Palestine in the attempt to see the main sites hallowed by the presence
of Christ and other personalities of the Eible. He left a record of

his experiences and impressions labelled Itinerary from Bordeaux to

Jerusaleme?

The Bordeaux pilgrim was followed by a host of other pilgrims.
All had the same interest. Slince they desired to see sgites not as yet
identified or doubtful, traditions and legends were invented and de=
vised to accommodate this hunger. The many and numerous itineraries
which these travelsrs amd pilgrims have written reflect their devo-
ticnal attitude but reveal, likewise, their credulous acceptance of
current traditions, legends, ard accommodations. As a result these
itineraries are of a secondary vulue.6

Gustaf Dalman, under whose direction the Cerman Ivangelical Insti-
tute for the Archaeology of the Holy land, was founded in 1902; made
a critical and exhaustive study of such itineraries, traditions, and

legends. 7

Ugustaf Dalman, Sacred Sites and Ways, translated by Paul P
» s and 2 .
Levertoff (New York: The Raciillan COep 4936); PPe 3kh £f.

sBarton, 22. E}_P_ L]

6Sir Frederick Kenyon, The Bible and Archaeology (New York: Hare
per and Brothers, 1940); pe I73e

Tgeo X ; d Floyd Vivian Filson, The Westminster His-
rge Ernest Viright and F s
torical Atlas to the Bible (Philadelphia: Westminster Pressy 19L5)s Pe lie

L;—_




Seap—

3
liodern archaeology owes its begimming to Napolean's interest in

the antiquities of Egypt. He imported about & hundred scholars and
artists into Egypt to accompany him on his campaign. Their systematic
descriptions, copies of inscriptions, and illustrations are valuable
additions to archaeological ll.ore.fs

The second period of Biblical Archaeology takss in the ninsteenth
century up to 18903 it continued the topographical interest and saw
the beginning of excavation.

The honor of beginning scientific exploration in Palestine belongs
to the fmerican Dre. Edward Robinson. His epoch-making journeys in 1838
and 1852 and his subsequent publications began the scientific approac:h.9
Robinson was well-equipped to make this important contribution to Bib-
lical Archacologye. He was welleversed in Seriptures and history, and

ad a keen, critical, and analytical mind, which helped him to pene=-

trate the maze of traditions and legends so firmly spun throughout the
centuries,10

In the meantime Lieutenant W, F. Iynch made a scientific survey
of the Dead Sea and determined that it is almost 1300 feet below sea

levels t Several Pelestine Exploration Societies were formed in

8Ja.ck Finnegan, Light from the Ancient Past (Princeton: Princeton
University Press, 1948)s De Le

Ywright and Filson, ope cite
10Bﬂrton’ 9.20 _CE-_EO, PPe 95"6.

Lnid., pe 9.
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L
Americay; one of which employed the Rev. Selah Merrill as explorer.

His writings, especially his East of the Jordan, contain much archae-

ological informationet2

Of significance was the formation of the Palestine Exploration
Fund in 1865, From 1865 to 1877, this Fund carried out the Great Sure
vey of Wegtern Palestine,? Captains Conder and Kitchener were the
chief participants. The result was a vast amount of data and a com=
plete and authoritative map on & scale of one inch to a mile.n’- This
map covers the area from the liediterranean to the Jordan River, and
from the Egyptian desert to the area nesar Tyre.

The journeys of Dr. Robinson and the Survey of Western Palestine
by the Palestine Exploration Fund were the first great accomplishments
in Palestinejy they formed the basis for all later topographical work.15
Various excavations and explorations were carried on by Sir Charles
Warren, Selah Merrill, Gottlieb Schumacher, Clermont~-Ganneau, Herman
(luthe, and others. Later sections of this paper will speak of the
influsnce of these men on the various identificationse Especially

valuable for our study will be the observations of Robinson and Conder

12Ibide, PPe 96"7.

lBWright and Filson, Ope cite
MB&I‘%O!I, P_Eo gé-;t-_o, Pe 98.

ls‘ﬂright and F_:llson, _O'Bo E_j_.;b_o 2 DPe 103.

i i I



of the Sur’tre:,r.l6

The third period of Biblical Archaeology extended from 1890 to
191k, It saw the beginning of the development of the two basic prin-
ciples of modern scientific archaeclogy ~ "stratigraphy" and vtypolo-
gye" The .fbrmer is the study of the physical relationship of manemade
objects in the light of the strata in which they are found; the latter
studies the relationship be*ween these objecte, Typology is of great
importance in determining chronology. Through the classification of
objects wherever they may be found into classes ard species, it is
possible to identify objects and the age in which they were used.
Pottery plays the most important role in this study of objects,17

Sir Flinders Petrie began the development of these two basic
principles of stratigraphy and typology in his excavation at Tell el-
Hesy {Eglon)e The work which Petrie began in 1890 was continuved by
Frederick J. Bliss in 1892. Petrie's system was continued by later
excavators, Through his extensive work in Egypt, Petrie also made great
contributions to Ii:,g;yptmlagy'.l’3

A host of excavations took place during this pesriod. Great con—
tributions were made to the knowledge of Biblical Archaeology. Signif-

icant events were the publication of Excavations in Palestine by Bliss

and Macalister in 1902, the beginning of well-staffed excavations at

16Barton, Ope cites PPe 98 ff,

1Tyright and Filson, ope cite, ppe 10-1

181pid., pp. 102, Ole




: 6
Jericho and Sawaria (1907-19'08), and the publication of Macalister's
Gezer (1912), in which he réported on his important findings at Tell
el=Jazar (Gezer)e+’ In 189l George Adam Smith made an important con=

tribution to Palestine lore by his momumental Historical Ceograchy of

the Holy ILand, which has since pagsed through a series of editions and

revisions and is still & standard work.20

Among the men who were active in this peried, aside from those
previously mentioned, are G. A. Reisner; C. Se Fisher, Duncan Hacken
zie, Ce Leonard Woolley, T. E. Lawrence, Frnst Sellin, Hathaniel
Schmidt, Carl Watzinger, and W. J. Moulbon.2t

The fourth psriod of Biblical Archasegology began in 1920 and con=
tinues down to the present. It saw the development in fine dstail of
the two principles of stratigraphy and typology, with a chronological
system zlmost universally accepted by scholars.2e

Significant was the organization of the Palestine Depariment of
Antiquities under the British Mandate, and’'its control of all archaso=-
logical activity. Aside from various educational institutions which

have promoted and fostered archaeclogical activity in Palestine, the

19%311iam Fo Albright, "The Present State of Syro-Palestinian

Archaeology," The Haverford Symposium on archaeology and the Bible,
edited by willIam F, Albright, et al. (New Haven: %e American Schools

of Oriental Research, 1938)s Ps Jo

20\':'right and Filson, 22- P_j_-Eo, Pe lh.
Aparton, ope cites PPe 99 Ife

224right and Filson, ops Cites Pa ks 10ke

g



1
Anerican and Pritish Schools of Oriental Research have contributed much

to the development and perfection of archaeological methods and find-
ings,

Important excavations were carried on at lMegiddo {Criental Insti-
tute of Chicago), Beth-~Shan (University Huseum of Philadelphia), Tell
Beit Hirsim (American Schools of Oriental Research), Jericho {John
Garstang), Semaria (resumed by J. ¥/, Crowfoot), Lachish (Wellcome-
Harston Archasological Research Expedition), Mounts Ophel and Zion
(Mzcalister, Iuncan, Crowfoot), and Jerash (Americaen and British
Schools of Oriental Research, Yale University)e An increasing number
of minor excavations have taken place. lNelson Glueck completed an ex=
tencive survey of Biblical sites in Eastern Palestine.?> Later on ref-
erence will be made in great detail to some of these findings.

In the following chapters, we will draw on thg observations and
findings of these four periods to help to determine the validity or
doubtfulness of the various identifications of the sites in question:
Rethsaida, Mount of Beattitudes, Cana, Belhany beyond the Jordan, Eme
maus, and the Calvary-Tomb area. Special reference will be made to
the traditions, on vhich archacclogists later drew far information.

We shall sce that, however important traditions may be, it is dangerous
to over-emphasize their importance. The occasion will present itself

+0 cite a number of instances of this facte

PRITZLAFF MEMORIAL LIBRAHY
CONCORIIA SIMINARY

- Tia .‘..:h'

Ibidey PPe 10,4"'6. o !SL ._LO Ui, MU,

-
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CHAPTER I

BETHSAIDA

In the Gospel narratives, the Bible makes frequent mention of

Bethsaida. iatthew records the lamentation of Jesus:

Luke

Woe unto thee, Chorazinl woe unto thee, Bethsaidal for if the
mighty works, which were done in you, had been done in Tyre and
Sidon,y they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashese+

records the same woe,2
Y¥ark reports:
And straitway he constrained his disciples to get into the ship,

and to go to the_other side before unto Bethsaida, while hs sent
away the people,

Later he says: "And he cometh to Bethsaidaj and they bring a blind man

unto

five

hin, and besovght him to touch him.ns
Iuke speaks of the activity of Jesus abt Bethsaida in feeding the

thousards ®"And he took them, and went aside privately into a

desert place belonging to the city called Bethsaida." 2

John associates several of the disciples with Bethsaida: "Now

Latthew 11:21.

ke 103136

3ark 6:L5.

hMark. 8:22.

SLules 9:10b,

T eml i
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Fhilip was of Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Pater." 6 And later on

And there were certain Greeks among them that came wp to worship

at :r,ha feasts tht? same c?ne therefore to Philip, which was of

Bethsaida of Galileecsee

These references have aroused much discussion among those who are
interested in Biblical archasology and topography. On the surface,
these references may seem to refer only to one and the same Bethsaida.
However, careful investigation of the text and context requirements
necessitate the acceptance of two locations by the same name, one on
the east and another on the west shore of the Sea of Galilee.

This view of two Bethsaldas doss not find vniversal agceptance.
An imposing number of archacologists, scholars, and travelers feel
that it is possible to harmonize seeming requirements for two locations,
however only with r.ii.f:L‘icuIl.’c.:sr.8 Succeeding paragraphs will discuss

these attempts to circumvent or to "explain away" the demands of the

texts and the context.
The Text

The passages which present difficulties are those of John and Mark.

John tells us that Philip, Peter, and Andrew were natives of Bethsaida.?

6john L1:hk,
7J°hn 12320‘-1.
BSee Appendix I.

9John 1shhs 12321,



10

Matthew and Luke inform us: that Peter lived at capemaum.lo These pas-
sages have given the rather universal impression that Capernaum and
Bethsaida were close together. In fact, sone suggest that the on2 ﬁas
the fishing village of the other., Tristram finds that the remark of
John 6:17 confirms this when John reports: "And thsy entered into a
ship, and were going over the sca toward Capernaum.” He feels that the
words of Mark "...to0 the other side before unto Bethsaidas.e.” ++ and
those of John "...over the sea toward Capernaum..." suggest close prox-
;‘md.'by.lg Edersheim, for example, suggests that, in view of the above,

seoWe Would infer that Bethsaida was the fishing quarter of, and

was rather close to Capernaum, even as we go often {ind in our

own country a "Fisherton" adjacent to larger towns.

A detailed map of the Bethsaida area is found in Appendix II.
The Storm Episode
The critical passages in the "storm episode® ares

Ard straitway he constrained his disciples to get into, the ship,
and to go to the other side before unto Bethsaidaess et

10yatthew 811l Luke L:38.

llllark 62045,

12H. B, Tristram, The lLand of Israel (lLondon: Society for Pro-
moting Christian Knowledge, 1000)s Pe Lhls

1341fred Edersheim, The Iife and Times of Jesus the lessiah (Grand
Rapida: Wme Be Eerdmans Pﬁiﬁﬁgﬁ., EEST; 1I, 3-11:.-

u‘u&l‘k 63415,

P
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o0 edld thei entered into a ship, ard went over the sea toward
Capernaws, 5

And when they had passed over, they cams into the land of Gennesa-
ret, and drew to the shore.t

The phrase ¢is 7o 7 a'to.w 77,025 B OraiSev makes it extremely dif-
ficult to harmonize all textual requirements in one locat.ion.‘l?

In discussing the problem of Pethsaida, McComn urges that the
Feeding of the Five Thousand took place on the western side, near where
the liosaic of the Hulitiplication of the Loaves ard Fishes has been
found., Jesus would then have sent His disciples by boat to Bethzaida-
Julias, but these were driven by the wind into the opposite direction,
landing in the Land of (ennesaret instead,18 Despite the tradition
which would agree with HcCown, a careful study of the text, aside from
an wnprejudiced geographical study of the eastern shore, would hardly
pemit such an identification.

KcCown is almost unique in holding this view. Although others
hold to the single Bethsaida=-Julias location, all look for the site of

the Feeding of the Five Thousand on the eastern shore, usually at the

lSJohn 6317,

17Eberhard Nestle, lovum Testamentum Graece Cum Apparatu Critico,
revised by Ee Erwin Nestle (Seventeenth editionj Stuttgart: Privi=
legierte Wuerttembergische Bibelanstalt, 1945), p. 102.

18 pcster soCown, "The Problem of the Site of Bethsaida,® The
Journal of the Palestine Oriental Society, X, 1, L6=50.




12

southern end of the el-Buteiha Plain.t?
Higher critics would hold that Mark 8:11~26 is a briefer variant

of Mark 6:3L = 7s37. In this case McCown suggests as

a wistaken anticipation of the journey mentioned in Mark 8:13, 22.20
Dalman suggestss
Perhaps the one who inserted "Dethsalda"™ here thought that the
other side" referred to the eastern shore, and mentioned the
castern Bethsaida in order that the reader should conceive of this
as the destination that wes originally intended. This was reason=
able, inasmuch as that Jesus originally intended to return home by
lande Then it wight have been supposed that the disciples awaited
Him at Bethsaidg in order that He might continue the journey with
them. The storm which took place that night changed this plan,
Jesus came to the disciples "in the midst of the sea® (ik. vis 47)

and comtinued the crossing with them towards Ginnesar on the
western shore,ot

Dalman suggests another explanation, namely, that the tradition
placing the Feeding of the five Thousand &t the Seven Springs, near et
Tebgha, might well account for the insertion of "Bethsaida.® 22

Such thinking is a convenient means of circumventing text and con-
text requirements. It is in leeping with the underlying principle of
the critical school that the Scriptures are not inspired bubt are replete
with textual and similar inaccuracies which the critical scholar must

correcte

19 Gustaf Dalman, Sacred Sites and Ways, translated by Paul Pe
Ievertoff (New Yorks The Eac‘nﬁﬁaia Gg. » Iyudjé ):rt. pp.flf%e ﬂﬁiangf A(.:hzist
Robertsony, A Harmony of the Gospels for Students of e of
(New York: Tarper & Erotherss Cel922); Ppe U5 ile

zonccm, OPe -0_2-}.0, Pe 50,

2palnan, ops cits, pe 175
22Ibido, Pe 1760
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Other scholars recognize that Bethsaida is validly in the Markan
text bub feel that a suitable explanation must be made to conform Lo
the gingle-Pethsaida identification. Dalman recognizes this msed and
suggests that the expression 'ﬂp)s Bnlravdiv is used in such a
way as to suggest the general neighborhood of Bethsaida, not Pethsaida
(Jnlias) itself. The meaning then becomes "toward® not "to." 23

George Adam Smith maintain-s that the phrase in question does not
necessarily demand "across the sea" in the sirict sense of the term,
but that a sailing along the shore, especially since it meant sailing
acress Nahr el Majrasa and Nahr ez Zaki.zh The latter according to
Masterman has a mouth considerably wider than the Jordan, which would
help this theory to qualify for the meaning of the terms, ~ See Appen=
dix II for a detailed map of the area in question.25

Both Smith and lasterman adduce the experience of Josephus to
show that such an interpretation is possible. In Vita, 59; Josephus

describes his experience thus:
)E‘h’é} J¢ 7?/0535’2.77 ’43?02’ 'V'ﬁdv’n‘c;-;ez-r 3}»(9(}”, 7ov Ledvvny
NdvTa peeri Tav 571 Tov, Decras ¥Kiivir s<iv ifindiva, Scd

23Ibid.p Pe 1151

214 2 o
George Adam Smith, The Historical Geography of the Holy Land
(Twelfth edition; New Yorki A. Cs AFEGLrong and Sony 1900); Pbe L5G=5.

25Ernest. W. G. Masterman, Studies in Galilese (Chicago: University
of Chicago Press, 1909); Pe e
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Lithough Josephus uses the verb Scenqoecs #na’ , he does not use
the phrase of our disputed text. In view of this, one can hardly say
that the interpretation "o sail along" the shore is possible, because
of this senbtance from Josephuse

Even though imbued with the utter impossibility of the existence

two Bethsaidas, Wohlenberg denies that the phrase
can be construed to £it "sailing along." 28 The New Revised Version
and the Coodspeed translation recognize this and translate "to the
other side; to Bethsaida" 2? and "to the other side toward Bethsaida®
respectively.3o

The conclusion is inevitable that we must take this passage at

its face value. The text of John 6:17 requires this when it says

",es0ver the sea toward Capernaulees." HMark 6:53 informs us that they

?'C‘H. Ste Je Thackeray, translator, "Jjosephus -~ The Life,® ..T.Sh..?.
Losb Classical Library, edited by E. Cappsy; et al. (New York: G, P.
?Eﬁnamia, EEE)’ I, II2.

27Gustav Wohlenberg, "Das Hvangelium des Markus," Kommentar zum
Neuen Testament, edited by Theodor Zahn (ILeipzigs A. DeichertTsche
Verlagsbuchhandlung Nachf., 1910), X, 19k

28 .
The New Covenant Commonly Called the New Testament of Cur Lord
and Savior Jesus Chrish (Revised Standard version; New YOrks THOWas

Welson & SOI’IB’ 'Com POB?.

29 ; =
J. M, Powdis Smith and Edgar J. Goodspeed, The C te Eible,
An Aperican Translation (Chicago: University of Chicago %SS,W),

Pe 30e
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reached their general destination "And when they had crossed over,
they came into the land unto Gennesaret, and drew to the sghore." Mat—
thew 1lha3k likewise implies this.
These words confirm that there was a Bethsaida on the western

side of the River Jordane.
Bethsaida of Galilee

John 12321 reiterates the information of John lil)y that Philip was
from Bethsaida and in this passage adds "es.eBethsaida of Galileeees”
Ceorge Adam Smith would adduce Josephus to show that Bethsaida at this
time was congidered part of galiles 30 lcComm correctly points out
that Josephus must be read very carefully at this point to gather ac=~
curate informsticn.3* At one point,; Josephus spsaks of Judas of Gama=
1a32 and later describes him as Judas of Galilee,33 In his Jewish Yars,
J oaephus' speaks of Julias as a town of Lower Galonitise3d Ptolemy
in the second century A.D. speaks of Julias as part of Galileej it

BOGGOI‘EG Adan Smith, 22! _c_j;E-, Pe h58.
31“000‘"“9 220 Séib.- 3 PDe lls-éo

321"‘1av3'.m3 Jose L) i n Yorks of
phus, "The Antiquities of the Jews," The torks o

Flavius Josephus, translated by William Whiston (FhiladeIphias David

ﬁsclﬁj'ﬁ, ms, Nede )’ XVIII, i, 1. . :

33 1bid., 6.

‘Jhﬂ. St. J» Thackeray, translator, "Josephus - The Jewish ‘iars,"

The lLoeb Classical Libra%, edited by E. Capps, et al. (New York: G.
Po Putnam's wonNsy » 8 De 389. (II’ ix, 1‘)—:
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should be remembered, however, that at this time a transfer to Galilee
had been effectede3® |

Although Bethsaida~Julias remained a city of Gaulonitis until 8k
Ao Doy HcCown would make John speak in terms of the common usage, not
in terms of the political conditiuns of the time when these eventa
‘cranspired.36 This effort of McCown is in kesping with his desire to
locate the Bethsaida spoken of in the wvarious passages at et-Tell
(BethsaidawJulias ).

Traditions

The traditions mentioning Bethsaida begin with Eusebius, who says,
that Y...Bethsaida, the city of Andrew, Peter, and Philip, lies in
Galilee near (77/0'5) the Lzke of Gennesaret." dJerome givesithe same in-
formation, Eucherius (L3L~-L50) quotes Josephus as to Bethsalda=Julias.
Theodosius (530 A. D.) locates liagdala two mlles from Tiberias, and
two miles farther “Septem Fontesy whers the Lord Christ baptized the
apostless.swhere also he satisfied the people with five loaves and two
fishes." Capernaum is two miles farther on, and Bethsaida six miles
from Capemaum.37 From then on the reports of ’oraveiers and traditions
refer varyingly to Bethsaida Julias and the western Bethsaidae

Although using the traditions where applicable to show that Bethe

BSGeorge Adam Smith, ope cite
36

licCovm, Op. cite

37]3)1151., Po 36'
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salda=julias was the only Bethsaida, lcCom concludes with these senti-
menvss
Surely the ovidence of the pilgrims as such can have little weight
in determining the site of Iethsalda, certainly it cannot establish
the existence of the hypothetical second city, for, earlier evi-
dence that is unambiguous knocws no western Bethsaida, and positive
evidence from pilgrim tales appears only after the Crusadese The
real point at issue is the imterpretation of the Gospel narratiygs
which are responeible for the hypothesis of a secand Bethsaida.
Strange as it may seem, McCown moves all to attempt to disprove a
western Bethsaldaj yet, at the same time,; he accepts and attempts to
Justify the early tradition that the Feeding of the Five Thousand took
place on the western side. In so doing, he rules out Luke's reference
to Pethsaida as having been near the miracle slte as incorrecte’?
UcCovn glosses over the true point of this tradition as exempli-
fied in the Church of the Multiplication of Loawves and Fishes with its
wonderful mosaic, vhich we were fortunate to see in 1947. Built about
400 A. D.; this church is a strong argument for the fact that a western
Bethsaida was known, even though the site of the Feeding of the Five

Thousand was misplacede
Et Tabgha

The traditional site for the Feeding of the Five Thousand is locat=-
ed in an area known formerly as "Septem Fentes" (Seven Fountains), and
is known today as 'Ain Tabgha. In this area, a short distence away from

the afore~mentioned church, is Et Tabgha.

38Ib1do’ Pe hj.
39 1uke 9:10.
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Beginning with Dr. Robinson,ho most of those who recognize the
Biblical requirements for two Bethsaidas would seek its former loca=-
tion at Bt Tabgha.hl It is chiefly lMorrison and Thomson, who prefer
to locate Bethsaida on the western bank of the Jordan, opposite Beth=
saide~Julias, ab a place known today as Khirbit Abu Zeina.t? This
identification would hardly give full emphasis to ths textual require-
ments of Mark 6: L5 and John 6:17. The same arguments which obtain a-
gainst Bethsaida~Julias would obtain against it also, mitigated
slightly by the fact that the Jordan intervenes between the two loca-
tions. Such an identification cavries with it the spirit of compromises

The best fishing in the Sea of Galilee is found from kajdal to
El Buteiha. The best spot is the area at the mouth of the Jordan,
with the area of Et Tabgha ranking second best. Frommid-January to
mid-April, fishing is especially good in the Tabgha area.t3 The
warm waters from its springs and the vegetable debris which these
waters bring with them attract the .{‘J.sh.w* Masterman concludes: "This

must in any case have been the ﬁshing suburb of Capernsum, and it is

LOsgward Robinsen, Biblical Researches in Palestine and in the
Adjacent Regions (Bostont (rocker and Browster, 1060), Lls LU

Ulsee Appendix III for map of the Bethsaida area.

hE"Gapta:ln Wilson, "Sea of Ga]:l.lee, " The Recovery of Jeruaalem,

edited by Walter Horrison (Londons Richard Bentiey, Y Pe 302
also map opposite pe 397 and William M. Thomson, The lLand and the Book

(New Yorks Harper & Brothers Publishers, c.1908)y 1ls Lede

lc'uazmmaan, ops gitiss Pe 386

thbido’ PPe 65 ff.
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probable some fishermen's huts were here.? 45 n1f there was such a
place it must have been a mere fishing suburb of Capernaum, at, say,
Tabighah, " b6

Avi-Yonah, who has compiled a map of Roman Palestine to give a
survey of this country as it existed from the time of Josephué to that
of Busebius,m recogniges as valid the conclusion of Dalmean that the
territory of Capernaum extended to Lt 'l‘-aﬂ::gha.l‘8 It should be remembered
that in compiling such & map, he would necessarily recognize the trans-
fer of this arca made in 8L &, D.b9

Dalman statesy "It is likely, however, that the Jewish fishermen
of Capernaum gained their living mostly around the 'Seven Springs.t® 50

In view of the evidence brought forth; it is possible to hold as
far as circumstances warrant that Bethsaida - western Bethsaida - was
located near Capernaum at Et Tabgha, two miles to the west~-southwest

of Capernaune

L5 id., ppe 65-6e

h6Ibido’ Pe 95.

h'?ﬁe Avi=-Yonah, "iap of Roman Palestine," The Quarterly of the
Department of Antiquities in Palestine, V (1935]), p. 137.

hBIbid.’ De 173 and Dalman, ©pe Citey Po 135.

b9 George Asdam Smith, Op. cite

painm, op. cite




CHAPTER IX
MOUNT OF BEATITUDES
Near Et Tabgha

Tradition has placed the site of the Sermon on the Mount near Ca=-
pernaun and the suggested Eethsaida location.d This is not at all sur-
prising, since this area meets the requirements laid dowm in the texte?

To understand the requirements of the text more fully, it would
be worthwhile to retrace the steps of Jesus leading up to the events of
the Sermon on the Mount.

Jesug had gone up to attend "a feast of the Jews" at Jerusalem.J)
On His return, the controversy with the Pharisees over the plucking of
grain by the disciples in the fields took place,h probably in Galilee.s
Iater Jesus went into a synagogue of Galilse and here healed the man

with a withered hand.6 Then Jesus and His disciples withdrew to the Sea

Looe Appendices II and III for maps of area in question.

2Gustaf Dalman, Sacred Sites and Ways, translated by Paul P,
Levertoff (Hew Yorks The Haciillan COep 1936)5; PpPe 15L=S.

3John S:le.

hh&ark 2:23-28; Matthew 12:11-8; Luke 6:il=S5.

5 = 5 :
A, T. Robertson, A Hamony of the Gos;:els for Students of the
Life of.Chi'ist {New Y:Jr'k': larper & Drothers,; Celyee)s Pe Llie

6

Mark 3:1-6; Matthew 12:9-14; Luke 636=1l.
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of Galilee, where He healed great multitudes and teught them.! The
latter took place on the seashore, and quite probably along the nore
thern shoreline., Josephus tells us of the many villages and large
Yowns in this area, especially in the land of Cennesaret, the "exu=

berance of nature" as it might rightly be called.8
Then Jesus went up inte fthe mountain to pray."9 ountain®

nust here be

esolranslated "iountain range" ("highland"). For in 21l these
passages it is not a definitve single meuntain - in contrast to
the shore and its flat-land == the more lonely heights, which,
by the lake, are never a mountain, but everywhere a more or less
furrowed highland. In fact, the Greek 9pes, as well as the He=
brew hary can have the meaning of "mountainous country,® ard in
the Aramaic of the Palestinian Talmud and of the Palestinian
Evangeliariun twr is used for "mountain" as well as for "field.”
The fdesert place" in ik, i. 35 and Lk. ive 42, and the "moun-
tain®” in lit. ve 1, are essentially the same: the sheep remain,
according to lite xviii. 12, on the "mountain," but according to
Lke xve U in the "wilderness"; eeee

As w= personally observed in 1947, the area of Capermaun is hsavi-
1y strewn with black baseltic rock. The city of Capernaum itself must
have stood on some of the lower slopes of these rock~hewn hillsides
going up to the "highland.” Although attempts have been made to cul=

tivate the patches less strewen with rocks, this whole area to the east,

Thark 317-123 Matthew 12:15-21

BH. Ste Je Thackeray, translator, "Josephus - The Jewish Wars,*®
The Loeb Classical ldbrary, edited by E. Capps, et al. (New Yorks C.

Pe Putnam's Sons, 9 LIy PPe 721=-2. (III, X, H’o
9Luka 6112,
10

Dalman, Ope cites Pe 155.
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north, and west of Capernaum must have been used as a pasture-land. It
has the appearance and the atmosphere of a "lonely place® well sulted
for the Lord to spend the night in pr,a.j;re:c’.:’"1

Todgy the hospice, convent, and octagonal church of the Italian
Sistors stand on the traditional Mount of Deatitudes gites It is on
a rock-strevn, gradvally rising slope of the Capernaum highland. It
well fits the requirements for the Sermon on the Mount. The slope per-
mitted Jesus to go highsr up with liis disciples. In the less rugged
area where the hospice and church stand teday, the Lord could well
speak to the multitude assembled there. The range slopes gradually to
the seashore, ard ﬁot far from the shore it is crossed by the road
which today leads to the peaceful setting of Tell Hum (Capernaum).
To the west of the slope, the Damascus Roady, then the Via laris, pas-
sed through a plain and climbed the slopes of the "highland.n 12

Some place the site of the Sermon on the kownt farther dewn the
A slope, toward its westemn edge, just above the fowntains of Tabgha,
not far from the Churca of the Loaves and the Fishes. This also would

fit the requirements of the \‘.ext..l*3 Jesus would have stood on the brow

of the slope; and the people gathered in the plain of Tabgha below Him}h

llIbid. 9 PDe 15'4"'5 .

nGeorge Adem Smith, The Hi«-torical Geography of the Holy Land
(Twelfth editionj New Yorki A. Ce Armstrong and son, 1900)s Da

B

Dalman, _02- E_ﬂ.-_to’ Pe 1560
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From either the former or the latter site, the words of Jesus that

ng eity set on an hill cannot be hid" become especizlly memingful.lg
Fraom vwhere Jesus sat, He and the multitudes cowld see torns ard villages
on the hills of Upper Galilee, which hang over the northern shore of
the Sea, a few miles to the north. Today the traveller can see the
white houses of Safad [,lcam to the northwest, as he sits and nmeditates
on the "Mount of Featditudes,!

It is improbable that the highlands and slopes about Jesus were
coverad with the "lillies of the field."16 Among the flowers of Gali=
lze are the daffodilsy; yellow ferulas, anemones, cyclomen, arnunculus,
poppies, and otherset!

From these slopes Jesus could iook out upon the azure blue of the
Sea of Galllee; He could see the tovms, v:lilages and the cities which
thrived on its shoreline. He could lock out upen the Tetrarchy of
Philip to the east beyond ths Jordan, the Decapolis area on the south-
castern shorey and the gleaming stone of Tiberias, the Roman clty of
the lake to the soutlwest. A careful reading of the sermon which le
spoke with the setting in mind will give evidence of the abundance of

illustrative material on which He drew to point up His wordse

ls!éatthev: Ssllibe

Jﬁldatthew 632829,

1?Madeleine Se and Je Lane Hiller; E cho%a oi Bible Life
(Third editions New York: Harper & Brothers shersy Ce

PDe 199"'2010
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The Bible informs us "After He had ended all His sayings in the
audience of the people, He entered into Capernaum. n18 S8ingce the sug-
gested site of the Beatitwles is near Capernaum, this is an added

factor for locating the event in this area.
Tradition

Tradition has observed the suitability of this area for the site
of tids famous discourse of our Saviour. The first reference is found
in Theodosius: "Septem Fontes, where the Lord Christ baptized the
apostles.¥ 19 Theodosius scems to be under the impression that Jesus
baptized His disciples when He chose them. However, the fact that he
mentions this thought in connection with the fountain of Tabgha indi-
cates the impression of his day that the Calling of the Twelve and the
conzequent Sermon on the Hount took place nearby. This thought is
also echoed by later writers. Arculf, ca 670 A.D. fixed the Eeati-
tudes site on the top of the hill at ths end of the wadi that leads up
0 the north of the famous fountain of Tabgha. This would put it near

the site of the Ttalian Church.20

A later writer Petrus Diaconus speaks of "...a cave in a mountain

laﬂatthew 8:55 ILuke T3le

lgchester HcCown, "The Problem of the Site of Bethsaida," _@
Journal of the Palestine Oriental Societys X, 1 (1930)s pe 36. '

20 ‘
Charles Foster Kent, Biblical Ceography and History (New York:s
Charles Seribmer's Soms, 19205 Pe 253e
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near the Seven Springsy; where Jesus uttered the Beatitudes."?t sbout
1170 Eugesippus (Hegesippus) writes that

eoothe descent of that mountain, where our Lord preached to the

multitude; was two miles from Capernaumj one mile from there is

the place where Jesus fed the five thousandsees2
About, 1283 Brocardus speaks of the site as being on the spur of the
hill to the east of the plain of Tabgha. 23 Fretellus and John of Wuerz-
berg speak of it as being about two miles from Capernaum and about one

mile from the *feeding" 1ocation.21* The Franciscan Hoe also speaks in

favor of this identification at his time (1508).
Horns of Hatiin

About the middle of the fourteenth century difficulties arose,
Very likely the road becams insecure and the Moslems hostile. At about
this time, the Latin traditicr arose which would transfer the site of
the Scrmon on ths Mount to the Horns of Hatbin,?

Apart from being somewhat distant from the sea and the more-heavi-
1y populated area of the Sea of Galilee, the Horns of Hatbin ére phys=

ically adapted for the evente.

2 helman, op. cite

2"E'}:‘,Jr'nc-zﬁt Y. G, Masterman, Studies in Galilee (Chicago: University
of Chicago Press, 1909), pe 85

231bido’ Pe 860

thalma.n, 22. _C_j_.ﬁ-

251iasterman, Ops Cites Po 87.
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According to Morrison, the Horns of Hattin are part of an ancient
crater. The "horns" are at either end and the whole of it rises soms
forty to fifty feet sbove the .Plain of Hattin. A more level area is in
the center. This formation is very distinctive and can be seen from the
digtance, @.gey from the northern secashore or the Tabgha "Beatitudes®
site through the Valley of the Pigaons.zs Some have been led to accept
this as the true site.2! Others find the sides too steep to meet the
needs of the Bible narrative.20

The ¢t radition for the Horns of Hattin is Crusader in origin, with-
out basis in ths eaylier Gresk traditicne. Its late origin is in ac=
cord with the trend of the times to move Biblical sites to meest the
needs and demands of the day.29 VWonderful were the accomplishments of
som: of these lagte traditions in moving Biblical events to sites near
to the Mediterransani

ilso decisive is the distance of the Horns of Hattin from the Sea
of Galilee and its heavily-populated shores, and most of 2ll from Ca-

pernsum, where Jesus healed the Centurion's servant, it would seem, im=

26 0z 1
Captein Wilson, "Sea of Galilee,” The of Jerusalem,
edited by Welter Horrison (Londont Pacharﬁ'ﬁei’ﬂ'e"%&'{]f), > DDe 350=Te

27See Appendix IV for a comparative listing.

?BJ « W, McGarvey, Lands of the Bible {Cincinnati: Standard Pube
hohiné CCeyp 001880), P-.—m

29Masterman, ops cit.
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mediately after the cless of the Sermon on the Mount 20 Dalman is in

accord with this viewo31

Although there is a slight variation in the early traditions om
the exact site, there is general agreement that this notable discourse
of Jesus was gpoken of in the lonely areas of the ridge between the
plain of Tabgha and Capernaum. From personal observation, it would seem
that Dalman very beautifully and correctly expresses the conclusicn to
be dravn frowm this studys
Cur view is that the Gospels do not give an exact spot at all, but
only a general indication that the mountainous region above Caper—-
nanm was of importance in the life and activity of Jesus. The place
where He habitually prayed and taught was really not the syna=-
gogue, although He visited it, but the “wilderness,” The whole
twilderness® on the heights must be conceived as the region where

He was wont to pray, and the whole slope as His habitual seat for
instruction, in contrast to the custom of the scribese’

3Oruke 711-10.
BJDalm.E’.n, 22' s-j;;tv_og pn ll.ue

Bzibido 3 Pe -1570




CHAPTER III
CANA

The identification of Cana is among those of many Biblical sites
which are difficult to make with certainty. Vardous syggestions have
been advanced with varying degrees of "certainty or hesitation." The
dispute is now centered about two locations, Khirbit Qana (Kana) to the
norvh of Hazareth on the northern edge of the Plain of Battuf, and Kafr
Kama on the presemt=day read to Tiberias to the northeast of Nazarethe:

A11 that has been sald and written about the Biblical leocatlon of
Cana has not solved the problem with certainty., Despite all argumen—
tation and elaborate “proving," the place where those great and glori=
ous miracles of our Lord took place is still uncertaine?

Thres factors enter into this comsideration: derivation, tradi=-

tions, and geographical location of suggested sites.
Derivation

The name Qana (Kana) is spelled Kava in Greek. The Hebrew
would be s73#p(Kanah), like that appearing in Joshua 16:8 and 17:9,
as a river which formed the boundary line between Ephraim and Hanasseh,
Joshua 19328 speaks of a town on this boundary by the name of Kanah.
The root meaning of "Kanah® is "reedy,® which well fits the marshy area

)
J‘See Appendix V for a detailed map of the area in question.

2 john 211-115 Lsli6=5ke
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in the Plain of Battuf, Just above which Khirbit Qana is situated.s

Kafr Kanna presente difficulties. In Greek the first lstter would
be X instead of I( A This is also evident from the fact that the
natives pronounce it "Tschemna." Dalman holds that "Kemna® cosbined
with "Kafr" indicates that the name originated when Aramaic was the
vernacular. The site is Jewish, a fact borne out by an Aramaic mosaic
inscription found under the latin churchj more will be stated about

P

this later on.”?

Thus, from a linguistic point of view, the Qana site, directly

north of Namareth, is favored.
Traditions

An analysis of the varicus accounts of pllgrims concerning Cana
indicates that the earlier pilgrims visited a Cana northeast of Naza=
reth, whoreas from the twelfth century to the. seventeenth, pilgrims of
the Crusader Period paid their devotions at a location north of Naza=
reth, at Khirbit Qana. During and aiter the secventeenth century, pil=
grims again spoke of the Kafr Kanna aite as the place where the first
great miracle of Jesus took place. Since 1841, when Robinson again

called attention to the previous identification of Khirbit Qana as the

3(2.2!.?.ude Reignier Condery Tent Work in Palestine (london: Alexander

Pe Wat‘b, 1889)’ Pe 81.

hl‘bid.

5 Gustaf Dalman, Sacred 3ites and Ways, transiated by Paul P. lever—

toff (New Yorks The Maclillan GOes 1930), Pell2e
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site,é the dispute hae been raging, touchiné the two sites.!

In making a reference to Cana, Josephus merely makes mention of
it as having been his residence at the time vhat he was called back to
Tiberias 38 the Talmud offers no help.g

Thus, the early travelers are the first to speak of Cana and give
some indloation as to its location. Up to a degree, Dalman is correct

when he tends to discount their testimony in favor of later pilgrims.lo
Both Zusebiuvs and Jerome confuse Cana of Galilee with the Cana of

Tyre, the Kanah of Joshua 19:28. Toward the end of the sixth century,
the pilgrim Antoninus travelled from Pholemais (Acre) to Dio-Caesarea
{Sepphoris) and then t¢ Cana. He gives the distance from Sepphoris to
Cana as three milese:t Measuring the most recent edition of the Survey
of Palestine maps, gives us "as the crow {lies” around six miles from

Sepphoris to Khirbit Qana and about three-amd=-three-fowrth miles to

Siward Robinson, Biblical Besearches in Palsstine, and in the
Adjacent Regions (Bostont Crocker and BIewster)s 1ls LoDe

Thalman, ope cites pe 102 and Conders op. Gites pe 102

81-1.. Ste Je Thackeray, translator, "Josephus - The Life,” The Loeb
Classical Library, edited by e Capps, et ale (New York: G, P, Putnam's

Sonsy 1026); Ip 35e (16 f.)e

9c°nder9 92. .c.j_-li_l

loDalman, ops cite

i)aude Reignier Conder and H, H, Kitchener, The Survey of West-
ern Palestine (London: The Committee of the Palestine ixploration Fund,

2 43 ®
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Kafr Kamna.}? antoninus also speaks of a spring of water, which Kh '~
bit Qana does not have but which Kafr Xana hase Although the distancs
glven is incorrect, it would more closely fit Kafr Kamna than Khirbit
Q&HBQJ’B
In the eighth cemtury, Saint Willibald (726) writes:
And having there [Hazaretﬂ recomiended themselves to the Lord,
they proceeded to the town of Cana, where our Lord turnsd water
inte wine. A large church stands there; and near the altar is
still preserved one of the six vessels which our Lord commanded
to £ill with water to be turned into winej and the travellers
drunk wine out of ite They remained there_one dayy; and then
continued their journsy to Hount Taboreeee
The reference of Willibald to the church recalls that Conder and Kite
chener report the discovery of church ruins, with foundation stones of
different material than that found above the ground, with architectural
and other stone debris found elscwhere in the village, Some of this
may date tc the Crusader Age, while much of it seemingly ic considera=-
bly OJ.dEI'ols ‘

Dalman speaks of an Aramaic mosaic inscription found under the

Latin church on a lower floor, and of a still lower chamber with a

128u1'vay of Palestine, 11100,000 Falestine, Sheet 3, Safad (He=
vised editiony Jaffa: Survey Of ralestine, Aprils LoLL) and Survey
of Palestine, 1:100,000 Palestine, Sheet E, Hazareth (Revised editiong
Jaffa: Survey estine, ﬁcei'ger, Yo

Loonder and Kitchener, Ope cite

m'rhomas Wright, editor, "Ihe Travels of Willibald," Early Travels
in Palestine (london: Henry G. Bohn, 1848); pe 16.

Econder and Kitchener, Op- Eé_t-., PPe 392"’4.
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cistern under the former. He conjectures that it was once a Jewish
synagogue; but permits the possibility that it may have been turned ine
0 a church in "comparatively early days." 16

It is interesting to note that Avi-Yonah in hie lap of Roman Pales-
tine has placed the synagogue symbol at the modern site of Kafr Xanao 1l

In a brief antiquities listing, R. W, Hamilton, Director of ths
Antiguities Department of the former Palestine landate Government liébsa
"Traces of medieval church, architectural fragments, cclumn shafts,
rock-cut tombs. To west remains of building at ed Deir.” 18

Willibald's reference to his consequent journsy to lit. Tabor is
zmuch more reasonable if Cana were located at Kafr Kamna than at Khire
bit Qana.

Ste Paula (fourth century) records tha she passed through Cana,
Theodorus (530 A. D.) speaks of Sepphoris as being equidistant from
Cana and l-razar»ath.lg Heasuring the most recent Survey Maps “as the
crow flies? shows that this would be approximately correct for Kafr

{anna bub not at all for Khirbit Qana. In this instance Theodorus does

léDalman, 320 P_}E-g PDe 112=3,

lﬁ‘i’. Avi~Yonah, compiler, Roman Palestme (Revised edition; Jaffas
Survey of Palestine, 1939)e

18,
Re W. Hamilton, "List of Archasological Eites,! Stmglemsnt No. 2

to the Palestine Gazette Extrao Ho. 1375 of MNove
Tiorusalom: The Antiquities Department of the Pale: sm_ﬁdata Govern=
ment) 2 DPe 127’4.

19

Gomier, 22. 9&&0, Pe 80,
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not give any direction.ao

Saevwul{ in 1103 writes:

Six miles to the north-sast of Nazareth, on a hill, is Cana of

Calilec, where our Lord converted water into wine at the marrdage

?ff‘?‘“'omm nothil:xg_is %iﬁ' gtanding except the monastery called

that of Architriclinius.

Seewulf''s distance may refer to Khirbit Qana, since it is only
around Tour miles to Kafr Kanna, but according to ezact measuring of
the most recent Survey Maps a good eight miles to Khirbit Qana. The
direction is more fitting for Kafr Kana than for -Khirbit Qana, since
both lazareth and Knirbit Qena are between Grdd Lines 178-179, and
hence Kuirbit Qana is directly north of NazaretheZ?

Saewuli's reference t0 the monastery of Architriclinius {a per—n
sonification of the "Msnager of the Feasi™ recalls the ruins found by
Conder and Kitchener at Bafr Qana, near which is a slope known as
"Lt Deiry® to which Mr. Hamilton in the aforementioned Antiquities
publication makes referonca.23

Thus, we see that the testimony of Sacwulf is confusing and ine-
conclusive, and does little to clarify the issuse

The witness of John of Wuertzberg (1100 A. D.) is also somewhatb

2OConder 3 9_}2. S_iio

211'homas Wright, editor, "The Travels of Saewull," Ope Citey Pe L7

22 -
Survey of Palestine, 1:100,000 Palestine, Sheet 3, Safad (Re=
vised edition; Jaffas Survey of Pﬁastine, Aprii,'m) and Swrvey

of Palestine, 13100,000 Palestine, sheet %, Nagareth {(Revised editiong
Jaffa: Survey o ine, Decembers I9LL)e

23Qomiear and Kitchener, Ops cite.
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inconclusive, He speaks of Cana as being east of Sepphoris. This
would, of course, fit Kafr Kamna, but not at all Khirbit Qana, ¥e
does give the distance from Cana to Nazareth as being four milss and
from Cana to Sepphoris, two miles., In the latter cass; the distance
actually is about four miles. Choosing between the two sites, the dis-
tance far betber fits Kafr Kanna than Khirbit Qana. Conder; in Tent

Vork in Palestine, is inclined to throw the mileage evidence in favor

of Khirbit Qana, 2k However, in the official report, Survey of ¥Western

Palestine, he finds this good evidence for the Kafr Kanna identifica-
’c.ion.25

Indefinite is the witness of Fhocus {twelfth century) who travele
ed from Ftolemals to Sepphoris and thence to Cana, and thence to
I‘-Eaza:ﬂethozé A glance at the map would make the Kafr Kanna site the mors
probable ddentification for such a journey. However, this need not be
conclusivee

Burchard (1283), Marino Sanuto {1321), Johannes Poloner {1421)
speak of the northern location of Cana, Two Florentine maps of the
twelfth and thirteenth cemturies set Sepphoris between Cana and Nazae

rethe?! A recent official map of the Crusade Period shows both sites:

2
"hConder, ops Giks Tent Work is.a later work.

25gonder and Kitchener, ope cit,

26

" Tbide
ey

2
?Dalmn, .02. ‘9-2.&., p. 102.
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Cana of Calilee at Khirbit Qana and "Cefrequinne® at Kafr Kanna.28

In 1620 Quaresimus mentions Cana of Galilee as being in the north
and adds that ruins of & church are recognizable at "Sepher Canae®
From this time on travellers speack of Cana as being to the northeast
of Nagzareth (Rogers, 16313 Neitschitz, 16363 Surius, 184)=16471 Doube
dan, 1652), Dalman would give the coming of the Franciscans as the
rcason for this "change in the Christian traditions.” 29

in 1841, during his memorable researches.in Palestine, Drs Robine
son saw the ruine of Khirbit Qana from the distance and heard his
guide speak of it as "Cana of Galilee" (Kana el Jelil).

Dre Zeller, a resident of Hazmareth, explicitly states that the
Arabs at his time did not lmow Khirbit Qana as "Kana el jelil” and is
50 guoted by Conder and Kitchenere20 Godet reports that he spoke with
a European in Hazareth on September 26, 1872, who told him that the
Arab guide, a Christian by the name of Abu lasir, only after the ime-
portunate questions of Ir., Robinson, yielded and spoke of it as Cana
of Calilaeﬁl

Cordar reports that both in 1872 as well as in 1875 he and his

28?. J. Salmon, compiler, Palestine of the Crusades (Revised edi-

tions Jaffas Survey of Palestine, October, 19LL)s
29Dalmari, CPo 9}20

3OConder and Kitchener, ope cit.

31 ;
Fo Godet, A Commentary on the Gospel of St. John, translated
from the second French edition by Le W. Bre and Me De Cusin (New

Yorks Funk and Wagnalls Coey 1877)s IIs 2e
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group asked for Kana el Jelil, but found it unknown to the Moslem
peasantry. One native told him that the name is only used by the
"Franks." . W, Wilson is reported to have said that the nsme was
riven him on the spot.32

Since Ur. Robinson's time, a succession of men have followed his
identification, even t hough church tradition still holds to Kafr Kamnae
Some of the most recent writers, such as Dalman, ¥Wright, Cehman, and

others favor Reobinson's identification. It is interesting to noie that

fivi~Yonash, in his Map of Roman Palestine, follows this identification.
Altheough the works are largely not available, his source material ine
dicates that he foliows the opinions of those who in turn have blandly

accepted the view of Ilobinson.33
Josephus

In the Life of Josephus, we reads

My quarters at the time were at a wvillage of Celilee called Canas

Having read Silas's dispatch I mustered 200 men and marched all
night long, sending a courder in advancs to inform the people of
Tiberias that I was comings As I approached the city ab damy

I was wet by the population, including John, who saluted me....Bh

Some would malke this conclusive evidence that such a midnight ride

32Conder and Kitchenery; OPs Gite; Pe 287,

3315. Avi=Yonah, "Map of Roman Palestine," The erly of the
Department of Antiquities in Palestine, V (193575 Pe B

3L

He Sts Je Thackeray, %o Ei_go’ PRe 35, 37, (16"17)0
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necessarily demands that Khirbit Qana had been the Cana of that da;r.35
Conder's reaction is recordeds
The mentioning of Kana in Josephus when he marched from Sepphoris
to Tiberias, certainly directs us to Kefr Kenna, and not to Khur-
blt Kana (or Kang el Jelil), which latter place would have been
out of the waye’
A glance at the map serves to substantiate the sentiments of Conder.
Thus, it is impossible to make a definite identification. This
fact is borne out by the comparative study of opinions in Appendix VI,
which shows that all writers, whether they loock for Cana at Khirbit
Qana or Kafr Kaenna, indicate that the identification cannot be certain.
Conder's conclusions ares
Unfortunately there ies scarcely anything in Scripture which would
lead to a choice betwsen the two, nor do the chance references of
Josephus enable us to do more than speculate as to the comparative
likelihood of the sites. In the Talmud, Cana is not noticeds
thus thse%e is nothing in contemporary literature to enable us to
decides’ :
Although linguistically Khirbit Qana is favored, from all other

points of view it would seem whatever decision can be made must neces=

sar‘ily be favorable for the location of Cana at Kafr Kanna,

BSDBJ.man, OPe _G_j_-;t-o, pe 101,
36gonder and Kitcheners ope cite, Pe 39ke

37Conder, P_Eo E_iio’ Pe 190



CHAPTER IV
BETHANY BEYOND THE JOHDAN

Throug‘n the centuries thousands of pilgrims have come annually ‘o
take part in the ceremonies which are }teld on the banks of the Jordan,
near the Dead Sea, in memory of the Baptism of JGSUSe' Tradition as-
sumes that this sacred event took place in this area, varioﬁsly spoken
of as "hDethany beyond the Jordan" or as #pethabara.’

The King James Version of John 13128 reads, "These things were done
in Bethabara beyond Jordan, where John was baptiging.®

liewer translations offer the more accurate reading of "Bethany
beyond the Jordan," of which the following are representative exampless

This took Rlace in Bethany beyond the Jordan, where John was
baptizing. :

These things ogcurred at Bethany beyond the Jordan where John was
br:-lp‘b:i,zi.rig.2

This took place at E‘ethang, on the farther side of the Jordan,
where John was baptizing,

These thinEs were done in Bethany beyond Jordan, where John was
baptizing. 4

3"1‘h¢a New Govenant Commonly Called tho Hew Testament of Our lord
and Savior Jesus CIrist (Revised Standard Version; New York: Thomas

Welson and Sons, Ce19L0), De 196s

2 -
Gerrit Verkuyl, Berkely Version of the Hew Testament (Berkeley,
California: James J. GIIIiETlEZ& Coey 1946); P 220s

3The New Testament in Basic English (New Yorks E, P, Dutton & Co.y

Inc., IOLL); p. 190,

43, . Powis Smith and Ed odspeed,’ lote Bible, An A=
o Mo gar Goodspeed, The (omplete s An
merican Translation (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 19LY)s De G5e
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These things were done in Bethany beyond Jordan, where John was
1::apt:j.z:‘1.n[;«g '

€
—

TeG7a %> Bnbarie ’ffz'v.rra TEpar Tiv ‘:Z-o,aé'.('v,,,‘ RLLT
Siv 0 Lwivrns Bawg/E wr ~

Bethany beyond the Jordan, also known as Bethabara, has given rise
to a nurber of problems of a textual, exegetical, and archaeclogical
nabture. All these have played their rols in the various identifications

which have been made, and must necessarily be considered in every at=

tempt to make an identification.
Origen's Influence

Many have based their suggested idembification of the Baptism site
on etymological groundss In looking for a suitable site, thsy have
been guided by the meaning of Beth-Abara "House of the Crossing."” The
name of Bethabara as fownd in the King James Version goes back to
the days of Origene

Origen changed the reading of "Bethany" to "Bethabara," because
he was unable to find the memory of a "Bethany beyond the Jordan" bub
did find a "Bethabara.” The latter term also was suited for the uile=-

gorizing tendencies for which Origan is knowne In view of this, even

5 ; '
A, T. Robertson, A Harmony of the Gospels for Students of the Life
of Christ (Revised versIonmj New York: HarperEE BrOthers, Cel922)s DPe 20

6Eberlmrd Nestley Hovum Testamentum Graece Cum Apparatuy Critico,
revised by E. Erwin Nestle (Seventeenth editionj Stubtgart: Privie
legierte Wuerttembergische Eibelanstalt, 1945), ppe 231-2.
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though it meant changing the text, Orjgen made the change.7
The labtest edition of Nestle indicates that the following manus=
seripts favor the reading of Bethabara ( BPnmfaBepa ) K¢ Bal sy°° 3
the reading of Betharaba (Bwdupesda) is favored by »°sy 8 Bethany
is found in N ABCEF G, ete f  (One exsgete concludess

There is no doubt that the reading Bweavie is to be preferred.
The addition 7epar 749 'Lops5<iver confirms this reading, as ths
existence of Rethany near Jerusalem rendered the distinguishing
designation necessary. Bethany s %;xn3meaning "boathouse®
and Bethabara having the same meaning 3 1 24 5 a ferry boat,
is it not possible that the same place may HWave been called by
both names indifferently?id

Zahn expresses himself thuss

Die daneben usberlieferte Nemensform Bethabara ist zwar nicht,
wie of't bohauptet worden ist, eine Konjektur des Orig.; sondern
von diesem vorgefunden und verdankit ihre Verbreitung nur munm
Teil der warmen Empfehlung dieses groszen Gelehrten, Sie verw
dankt aber ihre Entstehung so offenbar derselben Verlegenheit,
welche den Orige bestimmbe, sie vor dem aelieren, damals in den
grieche. Hxx [Handschriften] fast allein-herrschenden 6w ¢«<»re
za bﬂorzugen, dasz an ihre Urspruenglichkeit nicht zu denken

iste

7Allan lienzies, editor, "Origen's Commentary on the Gospel of
John," The Anti-Nicenc Fathers: Translations of the Fathers Down %0 4.
D. 325 {Third edition; New Jork: Gharles coribher's conss 1879 ), 1ks
PP 3T0=1,

8N85t19, 92. 2_12" Pe 231.

9 > !

Marcus Dodsy "The Gospel of St. John," The Expositor's Oreek
Testament, edited by W. Robertson Nicoll (Grand Rapids: 'm. Be Lerd-
mWans Pud IiShing COey n.d.), I, 69

loIbid o3 PDPe 691&"’5 )

11
Theodor Zahn, 'Das Evangelium des Johannes," Kommentar zum Heu-
en Testament, editaa by Theodor Zahn (First and second edition) Leipaigs
o Teiohortleche Verlagsbuchhandlung Nehfe, 1908), I, 115-6e
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In view of "die warme Kmpfehlung" of Origen for the Bethabara
reading, early archaeologists sought for the site on the basis of this
reading. Thus, Conder, whose monumental work in FPalestine opened up
archasological endeavors on a more or less scientific basis, speaks of
his suggested site and reasens for choosing his particular identifica-
tion thuss

The most interesting discovery in connection with the river was

that of the ford called 'Avabah. The name was found in one place

only, and does not recur in the ten thousand names collected
during the survey. It was applied by the Arabs to one of the
chief fords leading over to Fashan, in the vicinity of Bethshean,
where the road from Galilee comes down the tributary valley of

Jezreel. 1'Arabah means "ferry"™ or "crossing," and there is no

doubt that it is the same word which occurs in Beth Arabah, "the

house of the crossing," mentioned (John 1:28) as a place where

John preached, and where, according to the usual opinion, Christ

was Himself baptized.

Conder's findings in Palestine, monumental as they were, had a
profound effect on others who were active in archasological and exe-
getical writing. This is especially true for those who wrote soon
after Conder's explorations. We find that Bruce, bEdersheim, Godet,
Guthe, Hastings, Hunter, and Sanday of yesteryear and Adams of the
preseut day feel that the site lay near Bethshean (Scythopolis or
Beisan today ) at Mukhadat el 'Arabah, one mile north of the mouth of
Wady Jaludl3 and about the same distance from the Jisr ash Sh. Husein

Bridge, which today is an important crossing point frem the west to

1261 aude Reignier Conder, Palestine (New York: Dodd, Mead & Cou,
n.d.), Ple 73"'1].0

Blﬁllj.am M. Thomson, The land and the Book (New York: Harper &
Brothsrs Publishers, c.1908}, I, 30C.
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the cast side of the Jordan. =~ See Appendix VIII for a map which locate
o5 this identification.lls
A surprising number of scholars accept the arsa of the South Jordan
as the site of the baptism and the earlier activity of John. There are
those like CGeorge Adam Smith, listed in Appendix VII, who feel wnsble

to make a decision or to offer an opinion.15

John ITsl

influential in the identifications of the baptism site has been
the reference, "And the third day there was a marriage in Cana of Gali-
lecy and the mobher of Jesus was there.® 16 The problem is whether
this reference to the third day is to John l:Li3 or whether it refers
to the days ol the wedding feast. In the latter case, the third day
would have no bearing whatscever on the identification of the baptism
sitee. :

A number of scholars feel that the third day here must refer teo
Jehn l:li3;, and hence becomes a factor in the final geographical de=
cision. Among these aré Adams, Conder, Hastings, Neyer and Orr. These

decide for the northern site, since the southern traditional site would

ll"Sm'vey of Palestine, 1:100,000 Palestine, Sheet 5, Hazareth
(Revised edition; Jaffa: Swrvey oi‘ Palestine, Decembery 190l).

lsGeorge Adam Smith, Historical QGeogra of the loly Land (Twelfth
editiony Kew York:s A. C. Armstrong and Sonmy 08), Pe LGJe

16J0h11 231,
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be too far away. Others agree that the reference is to John l:43, but
feel that this does neither necessitate accepting the northern site
nor rejecting the southern identification. They are of the opinion
that Jesus could have been in the area of the Lower Jordan end still
have recched Cana of Galilee. Among these arc Bernard, Brown, Lange,
lenski;, Clmstead, and Reynolds., Others feel that the site must be
sought samewhere between the northern and southern sites. Thomson
strongly suggests the present-day Damiya fordl 17 Stanley thinks of Suce
coth, beyond the Jordan.~C van de Velde s ggests the Bethbarah of Jude
ges Ti2ly, which very likely faced the mouth of Wady Farahe? This
would place it at or near the present Damiya forde

Zahn very sensibly feels that, although reference is made to Jchn
1:43, it does not mean thet after three days Jesus was at the wedding
in Cana., He reasonss

Da Jo 1, 19=39 Ereignisse von 3 aufeinander-folgenden Tagen, da=

raui wieder von zwei Tagen v. L1-51 berichtet hat, ohne aus-

druecklich zu sagen, ob die zweite feihe an die erste sich un=

nittelbar angeschlossen habee...kann es nicht seine 4dbsicht sein,

dasz der leser die Tage von Anfang zachle, als ob er ein lusckeme

loses Tagebuck vor sich hastte. Jo pilegt nur den Zeltabstand

eines neuen Ereignisses von dem letzten vorher berichieten anzue
geben, wid er tut dies nur da mit bestimmten Zeitangaben, wo die

17Thomson, OPe Cite, Pe 366,

18Arbhur Penrhyn Stanley, Sinai and Palestine, in Gonnection with

Their History (Second revised edition; New YOTK:s Ae G. Armstrong &
Son, 1 2 DPe 380=1¢ :

12 he i st
ctionmonsony, oPy,edbss De,368 204 John Dt R oty Aok

B PR TaisToTar The Vestminster Press, ol9kb), Pe 686
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Kuerze der Zwischenzeit von Bedeutung fuer das immer Verhaeltnis
der beiden Erelgnisse ist.20

Zahn feels that the reference is to the time of the beginning of the
wadding and the accompanying several days of festivities, for he
reasonsg
Die Meinung von 2,1 kamn also nur die sein, dasz die Hochzeits~
feler am dritten Tage; von dem Tage von 1, 43 an gerechnet, ihren
Anfang nehm. Dagz aber Jesus mit seinen Juengern an demselben
Tage in Kana eintraf, oder mit anderen iorten, dasz das 7% 77y
-~ mépa der Sache nach nicht zu %4s»c70 y<mos sondern zu dem in
Vve2 Berichteten gehoere, ist jedensfalls nicht zu beweisen, umd
ist wenig wahrscheinlich. Denn schon die Worte A« oF# + wirap
Tér Lnrov ¥ e  versetzen uns mitten in das Feste ese Wir ere
fahren also gar nicht,wie lange die Feier gedavert hatte, als
die vom Jordan her g&komenden eingeladen wurden, an der welteren
Feier teilzunehmens,
It ie very possible that Jesus and His disciples came toward the ‘clos-
ing days of the wedding festival. The fact that the wine was giving -
out would well fit into such a situation. It was unthinkable from
the Jewish point of view to have an inadequate wine supply for such a
highly important celebratione2e
Fron Jewish custom we know that the common wedding day for a Jewe
ish maiden was & Wednesday afternoon.23 The festival varied in lengthy

depending on the economic status of the familiesy it could last as

ZOZahn, 9.2' E}lo, Pe lhho

2ln,8d., ppe 27=Be

2215 red Edersheim, Sketches of Jewish Social Life in the Days of
Christ (New York: Geo. He Doran COey Ne de)y Pe 152,

231]31(1.9 Pe 151.
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long as seven dews,zh for it was considered a religious duty to give
merriment and pleasure to the new couple.25 In view of this, Zahn's
reagoning that Jesus cams toward the end of the feast would seem quite

acceptable and correcte
Southern Jordan Location

Origen vefers to the fact that church tradition had spoken of the
baptism as having taken place at the traditional baptism area of today
at Makhadat Hajla F‘c»r&:l.:"’-6 Eusebius and the Madaba Map concur in this,
Fith the exception of the Middle Agees when it was shown a little far-
ther up, the present traditional site has remained constant.2(

Geographical reasons sccount for this. Southern Jordan has
several fords: Makhadat Hajla, Hakhadat al Hinuy, Makhadat al Maghtas,
Hakhadat al Roraniya, where the Amman Highway crosses the Jordan,28
and lekhadat Umm an Nakhla, as showm on the detailed map fourd in Ap=-

pendix I¥. Over these poured the commerce and people from Judea into

2 unninghan Ceikie, The Life and Words of Christ (New Yorks
LOV'Bll, Coryell & COs) nod.j’ Pe 331e

255dersheim, ops cites Po 152

26M9n3i339 22. 2:.1..':‘.'

275, d. Salmon, compiler, Palestine of the Crusades (Revised edi-
tion; Jaffas Survey of Palestine, October, 19LL)e

28 et 10, Jerusalem
Survey of Palestine, 1:1100,000 Palestine, She A
{Revised edition, Jaffa: Survey of_FElestine,—‘ﬁecember,'EIdt).
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Perea and the land beyond, Jericho's customs-station?? was of great
importance and yielded much income.3? The current excavations at Hero—
dian Jericho with the fortress overlooking the palatial site emphasize
this point.Bl

“he flow of men and commsrce would fit the popularity record of
the ministry of John the Baptis‘b,33 The area was readily accessible
to people from a2ll over the land of Palestine, as is indicated in the
above sections of Scripture. This would not be so true of the northern
site., Of importance is also the attitude of the Scribes and Fharisees
over against Calilee and especially the area of the Decapolis, in which
the northern identification would place it. Here; a few miles to the
weeh, lay Scythopolis (Beisan), an important member of the Greek City
league, on the western side of the Jordane

Origin refers to the lack of a place-memory, which caused him to
make ths afore-mentioned change.33 Godet mentions the eiffect of 't.he
Roman War in causing many ancient localities to disappear; even to the

extent that names were forgotten. This, of course, has had an influ-

-

29palman, op. cites Ppe 868-9.
30Luke 19:1-10.
31Jamas Je« Kelso, "The First Campaign of Excavation in New Testa=

ment Jericho,® Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research,
Noe. 120 (Dacember, ESU’,T:ZE.

32jark 1:2-115 Matthew 3sl=173 Luke 333-23; John 1:19-28.

3 Menzies, OP» -O_i_t'o
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ence on current identifications.3l

A congideration is the fact that Bethabara, the reading found in
some earlier manuscripts, need not necessarily refer to a single spot.
The name generally refers to a ford ("house of the crossing®), of which
the Jordan in its southern section had several, as mentioned vefore 3o

A further reason for the lack of memory of a place~-name is the
fact that the Jordan itself winds its way through its owmn immediate
flood=plain, known as the Zor. There are no villages in the Zor today,
neither where vhere any in the days gone by.36 In fact, until the
Middle Ages, lions and panthers still lurked in its bushes (Jeremiah

119), The ladaba Map shows a lion running aiter a gz:w.e:.il.l‘_.37

annual spring floods, which sometimes cover Lbe flocd~plain (Zor)
from bank to bank. and the very hot, depressing weather makes life for
those who today camp in the Zor a rather difficult experience.38 This
fact we experienced ourselves, when, in April, 1947, we crossed the
Jordan on the Amman Highway and were halted at the Allenby Bridge for
customs formalities. We could not but think of the terrible heat which

must shimmer here in the hotter months from June to Septembere

3kp, Godet, A Commentary on the Gospel of Ste John, translated

° 9 e Johin,

from the second French eEEt?onTyT f"éx?lﬁrs and . D. Cusin (New
Yorks Funk and Wagnalls Coes 1877)s I, 419

Bsﬂalman, ODe E&oy Pe 874

36Nelscm Glueck, -The River Jordan (Fhiladelphia: The Zestminster
Press, c.l946), Chapter L,

37

D’alman, 22. E-j;.&o’ PPRe 83‘h¢
38 gueck, op. gits
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Dalman suggests that Pethany beyond the Jordan was a small cole
dection of huts for those who mamned the ferxy, evidenced by David's
crossing on a ;i‘erry.” or served as frontier- and customs-guards, and
there was also possibly an inn of some kinde The Hadaba iap shows a
house on piles with a ladder at the ferry, which was since ancient days
an importent crossing place.ho

A short distance above this ford, Dalman found a brook rising from
a spring, which empties into the Jordan. This brock carries the Arabic
name of Wadi el-kKharrar. It is a bit off the road and, in Dalman's
. stimation, would be a mpst sultable place for John's acbivity, near
the Jordan and the higlway, but a little secluded. Herc Dalman would
place Bethany beyond the Jordanal‘l

The contention that the baptism site was in the area of the Makhae
det Hajla Ford, where the traditional sites are today, is strengthensd

by the findings of Avi-Yonsh, who in his Map of Roman Palestine places

Bethabara in that area with the notation in code F...indicate monu=-
ments known from the sources, but of which no archaeoclogical traces

remain, ! L2

392 samuel 19:18.
405 oshua 311 £2,
mDalman, Op» cites PPe 87=9.

hal:i. Avi-Yonah, compiler, Roman Palestine (Revised editiony Jaffas
Survey of Palestine, 1939).
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Thusy in view of the evidence presented, we can safely look for

the gite of Jesus! baptism in the traditicnal area of todaye.

i de b - s — s R
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CHAPTER V
EMIATS

Luke 2413 gives us information on Enmaus: "And, behold, two of
then went that same day to a village called Fmmaus, which was from
Jerusalem about thresscors furlongs.?

Emmaus is one of the many disputed sites of Biblical significance,
A survey of a representative number of scholars shows a wide diversity
of opinri.m'x.,:1 In considering the various claims made, it is important
to remexbor the following as guide-posts: L. Emmaus must be éix’o:r fur-

longs from Jerusalemy 2. the Bible gives no indication of directions
1 Amwas

Until the Crusader Era,; 'Amwas (Nicopolis) was the favored loca-
tione® Eusebius, Jerome, and other writers invariably placed Emmaus
at HNicopolis ('Amwas) « see Appendix XI for a detailed map,.

The crucial point is the fact that the Gospel narrative demands
a location sixty furlongs from Jerusalems® The manuseripts & @ and a
few others read ¢#4te» ¢ #o77a (160), whereas the best reading is

1See Appendix X for a comparative study.

2gustaf Dalsan, Sacred .Sit.es and ways, translated by Paul P
lerertoff {New York: The Hz Ocs 6). PPe 226 ff.

31uke 20313
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(ff’n'f(ovra. R

In speaking of the early varian: reading, Flummer expresses judg-

ment thuss € Ka7To+ is

see@n Alexandrian geographical correction, though not of the type
of Fepyern+vTr 0r BnébaBaps § evidently arising from i-
dentification of this Bmmaus with the better known Emmaus which
was later called Nicopolis. The identification is distinetly laid
down by fus. iHiere. Soge., though they do not refer to the dise-
tance.

Thusy all those who favor !'Amwas must necessarily do violence to

the

cr

ext to be able to hold their contention. Some acknowledge this
violation of text, but prefer it as a "lesser of two evilse"

Since 'Amwas otherwise fills the requirements, aside from dis=-
tance, Dalwman concludes: "So it is best to follow the tradition and

disrogard the Lukan estimete of distance.! 6 In his later Diblical g_e_-

Searches, Dr. FRobinson after carefully weighing all objections, feels
that the judgment of Eusebius and Jerome and the Alexandrian tradition

is more trustwortly than the variants ard supersedes in importance the

h.u:.cerhard Hestle, Novun Testamentvum Gracce Cum Apparatu Critico,

revised by L., Erwin Nestle {Seventeenth editionj T Stubtgart: Privi-
legierte :.mrttembergische Bibelanstalty; 1945)s pe 226.

5 Alfred Pluumer, "The Gospel According to Ste Luke,™® The Interna-
Yional Critical Comme nta on the Holy Scn%ures, of the Old and New

Testament s, editea b:r Charles Ae. Briggs, et W Yorks CHarles
Scribner's consy 1906), XXVIII; 551
6

Dalman, OPe -C__.:Eb_og Pe 22%»
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objections which may be raised.! Thomson would also, if at all possible
choose the 'Amvas location, despite the need to "discount®™ the Lukan
tradition.® G, Ernest Wright would also prefer the 'Amwas locatione?

The distance also would demand a negative decision. tAmwas is
around twenty miles from Jerusaleme. The road then pretty well followed
the present Jerusalem-JaI‘i‘a Highway, which winds from near Latrun
through the hills up to Jerusalem. Frcm personal observaticn, it would
secem the height of idealism to assume it possible to walk twenty miles
each way within the time required by the toxt.

A further consideratidn is the fact that "Amwas was not a village
(Kwpen), but & city, and for that reason would again fail te qualifydl
Thus, even though a number of competent modern scholars think

otherwise (Albright, Dalman, Avel, Vincent), it- is impossible to hold

that ‘Amwas is the New Testament site of the event of Luke 2k. ix

7'f.v:d.‘warc:‘t Robinson, Later Biblical Researches in Palestine, and in
the Adjacent j_t_e’gions (Second editionj Eoston: Crocker and Brewster,

185775 ppe IuG=50.

Bkk*illiam ¥, Thomsen, The land and the Book (New York: Harper &
Brothers Publishers, ¢:1908), Iis d2i=Se

?george Ernest Wright and Floyd Vivian Filson, The Vestminster
Historical Atlas to the Bible (Philadelphia: The Westminster Pressy
1945 )5 Pe C0a

0 2 ; he New Testa=
Joseph Henry Thayer, A Greek-f lish lexicon of the ]
sent {Corrected edition; Chicagos American BOOK Gompanys CeL00? s
Pe 367.

Ly ' " hool in fiestern Judea,"®
William F. Albright, *“Researches of the Schoo 2 ’
Bulletin of the American S:zhools of Oriental Rescarch, No. 15 (October,

o), 10.
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Abu Ghosh

The recent issue of the Palestine of the Crusades Map together

with the accompamying Cazetteer show the change in attitude which set
in during the Crusades. The Crusaders evidently soon saw that the 'Amw-
wag location was Scripturally as well as physically impossible to hold.
The map gives the syuwbol of the cross to !'Amwas, indicating the exist=
ence of a church or a monastery. Nearby at latrun, a large castle was
built and was named "Ie Toron des Chevaliers." 12 Then, as today in the
rather recent Arab-Israeli conflict, Latrun's strategic location made
it a place of great importance. A tradition arose that Latrun was
the home of the "Penitent Thief." 13

Abu Ghosh (Qaryat el 'Inab) was known as "Spring of Lmmaus,
Fontenoid." This site enjoyed identification with the village of ILuke
2ly for some time, and was later superseded by El Qubeiba. The distance
of Abu Ghosh from Jerusalem is sixty stadese

The spring spoken of above was covered by a fortress-church of the
Hospitallers, which is still in existence, It was our pleasure t0 in-
spect this interesting church in 1947. The restoration had been per—
formed by the French in the nineteenth century. Today it belongs to
the Benedictines, who were making new discoveries at the time when we
were there. MNost visitors, not too deeply immersed in archaeclogical

! ised edi-
Fo J. Salmon, compiler, Palestine of the Crusades (Revis
tion; Jaffas Survey of Palestine, Uctobery L19LL)e

ljRobinsou, 92. E_:!.Eg, Pe 1510
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lore, will remember Abu Ghosh for the excellent "fruit of the vine®

which the hospitable Benedictines serve after showing the church,; the
meanwhile discoursing eloquently on their claims to Ermaus o
Becavse of its location and spring, Thomson would suggest Abu Ghosh

as an alterma - to 'Amwas, if the latter were untenable_.ls

Qaluniya

A rather favorite identification for Emmaus is Qaluniya. This
stems from the fact that Josephus reports a settlement of Roman vete
erans by Vespasian at Aummausy, "...distant thirty furlongs from Jeru=
saleme M 16 Thoge who favor this site, find in the presenti name an
assoclation with the "colony" just mentioned, and thereby a town known
by that name in Jesus' day. 17 |

In his Later Biblical Researches, Ir. Hobinson suggests that the

derivation is actually from the ancient Koulon or Culon of the Septua=

gint and Jerome. He assumes that, had Jerome been aware of the "colo=

: n‘c. N. Johns, Palestine of the Crusades, Historical Introduction

and Gazetteer to Accom a Map of vhe Lountry on Scale 1i35
ird e chJerusaEam Survey of Palestine, Dept. of Amtiquities,

15

Thonson 9 _O_E e E.j‘-_'t:_o

16!-‘(. Ste Jo Thackeray, translator; "Josephus - The Jewish Tars,?
The Loeb Classical Library, edited by E. Capps, et al. (New York: Ge P.
Putnam's Sons, 1928); ILils 567s (VII, vi, 6)e

17y, sanday, Sacred cites Of the Gospels (Oxfords Clarendon
Pressp 1903)’ PPe m : . :
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nia" derivation, he would have given the name in full rather than as
nCulon, 10

Having seen the lovely location of Qeloniya lying on & slope
among its olive trees, a little to the north of the Jerusalem~Jaifa
Higlway and at the edge of the beautiful Wadi or rather almost Flain
of Tulma, which stretches toward the south and west, past 'Ain Karin,
covered with the silvery=-green of olive~trees, remembering all this
beauty as we saw it, one can understand why the attempt would be made
to locate Lmmaus with its cherisixed memories in such a charming area.

Actually Qalunya is only around thirty stades from Jerusalem, as
a glance at the map of Appendix XTI will show. Ve remember that Abu
Chosh is sixty stadegj Al Qubeiba is sixty-three stades distant from
Jeruse.lem.19 This would preclude the possibility that Qalumya is the

Emmaus of Luke 2.
Khirbit Beit Mlezza

To the north-nortiwest of Qaluna is Khirbit Beit lizza. Sepp 20
and Edersheim would place Emmaus here. Edersheilm feels that, even
though it is not altogether the threescore furlongs, it is sufficiently

near the Qalunya M.eet0 account for the name, since the 'colony* would

18R0.bin50n, _0_}2. _G_i_!‘:o, DPe 156’ 158. -
19Plummr, 22- 9_13-.0

2°Johann Ne Sepp, Jerusalem und das Heilige Land (Schaffhausens
Fr. Hurter'sche Buchhandlung, 1873)s PPe ';6'%‘. B o




56
extend up the valley, and sufficiently near t0 Al Qubeiba to account
for the tradition.n 2% {The distance to Al (ubeiba is sixty-three
stades, )

Al Qubeiba

The favored site since the days of the Crusades is Al Qubeiba,
which lies several miles north of Abu Ghosh and the Jerusalem-Jaffa
Highwaye It succeeded to this honor later in the thirteenth century
and was known as La Petite Mahomerie, and is marked as a pilgrimage
site on the Crusader map,""? The Gazelteer remarks

In the 13th centuryy; when pilgrims were obliged to take this route

to Jerusalem, accepted as site of Emmaus instead of Abu CGhosh on

Jaifa roade
The present iranciscan church is built on the ruins of the twelfth
century church, 23

MeGarvey reports that the CGerman architect, Ir. Schick, found it
to be 62} furlongs from Jerusalem.2d A Roman road passed through the
present-~day Beit Iksa, past Biddu, through Al Qubeiba, and contimed

21 ; ;
Alfred Edersheim, The Life and Times of Jesus the liessiah
(Grand Rapids: Tm. Be Eerdmans Publishing COs.s 1930)s 1is O30=Fe

223&11“011, 22- S-_:.i-;t_o

2'3J0hn83 22‘ g—i-E" Pe 36.

th » W. McGarvey, lands of the Bible (Cincimmati: Standard Pub~

lishing COey 001880), Pa Ejno—
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on to Iydda.zs

Ludolf de Suchem in his account seemingly indicates that Emmaus
wag in the region of Neby Samwil.26

The walk from Jerusalem to the west-nortiwest, past Neby Samwil,
accepted by some as being lizpah, up through the beautifully terraced
slopes to the lovely Wadi Beit Channin 27 would admirably fit the mood

of the story of Iuke 2L.
Khirbit Khamasa

Conder and Kitchener in the Surxvey of Western Palestine offer the

suggestion that the above site fully safisi‘ies the requirements.aa
Fhamasa is abouh eight miles from Jerusalemy, to the southwest near
the precent village of Wadi Fulding and about two miles south of the
road which leads from the Jerusalem-Beersheba Highway, a little south
of Bethlehem near Solomon's Pools, through the Vale of flah to Belt
Jibrin,?’

Khamasa is about sixty stades or eight miles away from Jerusalsm,

25!.!. Avi-Yonah, compiler, Roman Palestine (Revised edition: Jaffa:
Survey of Palestine, 1939).

26

Robinson; .?.E' E_i_t_o’ P- 2550
27P11mr’ 220 9&0

28(}laude Reignier Conder and H. H, Kitchemer, The Survey of Western
Palestine (London: The Committee of the Palestine Exploration Fundy

s Ly 36.

23 000, Sheet 2 (Revised edi-
Survey of Palestine, Palestine 11250,000, S 2
tiony Jaffa: Survey of Palosting, Jaly, GL).
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suf{iciently near in Conder's mind to qualify. Conder would derive it
from Khammath, "a hot bath," from which Zmnaus is derived, This vil=
lage, now ruined, lies in a valley with springs and vegetation, a set-
ting Conder describes as fitting the "atmosphere" of Iuke 2h, 30 A
Roman road to Beit Jibrin (Eleutheropolis) passes within a short dis-
tance of this site, 31

Plusmer points out that Khamasa is seventy<two stades; rather
than sixty stades, from Jerusalem, and hence, too far to be consider—
ede 32 A comparative study of the map, found in Appendix XI, bears out
this facte A further consideration is that all traditions point to=-
ward the west-northwest of Jerusalems Although this is not as deci-
sive as the distance, it is nonetheless a factor which must be con=

sidered,
tArtas

1Artas lies a little south of Bethlehem, near Solomon's Pools, a
ittle to the east of the Jerusalem-Beersheba Highway. Calger would

£ind tArtas a more plausible suggestion.33 Measuring the map would

3051aude Reignier Conder, Tent Work in Palestine (London: Alex=
ander P. Watt, 1889), p. 1kO.

315‘{0 .AVi—YOMh, .O_Ec 22-_'& [}

32P1mnmer, op. cit.

33 Stephen L. Caiger, Archasology and the liew Testament (Torontos
Cassell and Cosy Ltdo, 193 9 Pe ® s
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indicate that it fits the required distance. The prime consideration

for 'Artas seemingly is the fact that there is a goou spring here.34
The village of Artasium was located here in the Crusader period.35
However, to apply the derivation, would demand "hot springs" like those
oi el Hamma, near ancient Gadara, where the Romans basked in their
day 4 3°

Also a factor ip discounting this site is tle direction, being -
gsouth rather than west of Jerusalem,

After evaluating all the evidence gathered and presented, it is
hardly possible to state with certainty that one of the suggested sites
is that of Emmaus of St. Luke. Surely, the sweeping statement with
its all-inclusive implication of Albright need not sway us from reject—
ing on the basis of Sgriptural ami physical requirements the validity
of the ifimwas suggeation.37

Of all the suggested sites, only those of Abu Chosh and Al Qubei-
ba £i11 the requirements. It would not be incorrect to state, that Al
Qubeiba seems Lo be the most favored by the past and by the present

physical "atmosphere."

BhRObinSO'ﬂ, '?-Eo 'C_.i;tv-, I’ h'".l. Ife
356almon, Op. cite. The accompanying Gazetteer is not available.

36y, Avi~Yonah, op, cit.

37A1brigh‘b Y Qt ﬁo




CHAPTER VI
CALVARY AWD THE TOMB

The location of these two sacred sitec is one of the vexing pro-
blems of Biblical Archacologye I'L is probable that more printer's ink
has been spilled cn this subject than on any other archasclogical pro=
blem of Palestine. HRecent discoveries have shed additional light and
serve to clarify at least to some extent the perspective of the problem.

As is the case with obher Biblical sites,; attention must be paid
to the traditions. The influence of the various walls of Jerusalem as
well as geographical requirements based on information in the Scripe

tures are additicnal considerations.
Traditions

It is strange to note that there are no early traditions which
concern themselves with the location of Calvary ard the ad:jacent; Lomb
of Jesuse. Tradition does speak of the supposed preservati_on of ths
skull of Adam at Golgotha, but otherwise no mention is made of this
sacred site.t

A detailed study of traditional sites; fixed by the latin and

Oriental Churches, show no reference to the above sites before the

3¢, . wilson, Golgotha and the Holy Sepulcher, edited by Co Me
Watson (Ip;:don: The L'&R?e‘ﬁ' the Fﬂlg tion Fund,
]-906)’ p. 20
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fourth century.® No reference is made that pilgrims visited or that
anyone was concerned about the logation of these two closely connected
siteses

There was interest, however, in other sites connected with the
life oi Christ. Justin Kartyr reports that the Savior was born in a
grotto near Bethlehemed Origen speaks of it as a matter of notoriety,
80 that even the hoathen regarded it as the birthplace of Jesus.5 In
315 Eusebius reports that pilgrims flock to the Mount of Glives.®

It would follow that, if there had been a similar early tradition
for the two sites in question, Eusebius, for instance, would have
spoken of the devotions of pilgrimé at these equally sacred sites.
However, no mention of such tradition or even of the lmowledge of

these sites is made until after the Council of Nieea in 325, This

201laude keignier Conder, The City of Jerusalem (London: John
Murray, 1909), pe 23.

Bc-ustai‘ Dalman, Sacred Sites and iays, translated by Paul P
Levertoff (New York: The Vaciillan 00.p 1936), pe 380.

hEdwazﬁ Hobinson, Biblical Researches in Palestine, and in the
idjacent Hegions (Second edition; Bostont Crocker and Erewster, 1600),
9 @

.

5*:?‘reu:le::'icI«: Crombie, translator, "Origen Agait;:t Ce;.sus " ;I_hc_;_tAnti-
Nicene Fathers: Translations of the Writings of Fathers Down {0
A, D. 325, edited by Alexarder Roberts and James Lonaldson and revised
By T. Cleveland Coxe (Authorized edition; New York: The Christian

Literature COey 1890)’ I, hlao

sﬂdward Robinson, Later Biblical Researches in Palestine, and in
the %g%ﬂﬁm; Regions ?Sacond edition; Doston: Crocker aid Brewsters
> Ps 250s

1857




62
perplexing fact is one of the decisive factors in the conclusions
reached later one!

At this time Eusebius reports that Constantine

sesjudged it incumbent on him to render the blessed locality of

our Saviour's reswrrection an object of atitraction and veneration

to all. He issued immediate injunctions, therefore, for the erec—
tion in that spot a house of prayer: ard this he did, not on the
mere natural impulse of his own mind, but being moved in spirit
by the Saviour himself.

Ignoring the lack of tradition or knowledge of the site of Jesus!
death; Zusebius assumes that this site was known by Christians and un=
believers alike. He speaks of the impious, evil men who determined to
obliterate from the eyes of men the sacred site of Jesus'! burial, and
conttinues:

Accordingly they brought a quantity of earth from a distance with

much labor, and covered the emtire spot; then, having raised this

to a moderate height, they paved it with stone, concealing the
holy cave beneath this massive mound. Theny as though their pur=
pose had been effectually accomplished, they prepare on this

foundation a truly dreadful sepulchre of souls, by building a

gloomy shrine of lifeless idols to the impure spirit whom they

call Venus, and offering detestable oblations therein on profane
and accursed altarse?

This idolatrous shrine was now broken down (xxvi) and, upon the
Emperor's orders, all polluted materials were far removed from the

spot. But when this order was being carried out,

T1bid.

aErne'st Cushing Richardson, translator, "Eusebius' The Life of

Constantine, " A Select Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of
The Christian Church, eﬂtﬁymcm and Henry wace (second
Series; New YorkisThe Christian Literature Company, 1890), I, 527.

?Tbid.
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seothe original surface of the ground...appeared, immediately, and
o our BeviouiafzueucsbibiEdtrus isodrited HICH SN U
.

A dispassicnate study of this account would bear out that, accord-
ing to Fusebius, the site of the sepulcher was discovered, not by pre=
vious lmowledge through tradition, but rather through an act of direct
intervention oi God, who furnished supernatural guidance,

Sozomenus {323-425 A.D.) expresses the same thought in his account
of this event. He recounts the desire of Constantine to erect a church
Me.sal Jerusalem near the place called Calvary." 1y speaks of the
desire of the heathen to cbliterate this sacred spot by erecting the
Temple of Aphrodite (Venus) on it. Two alternatives are given as the
reason for the discovery of the "fraud": l. through a Jew; who,
through inheritance had gained possession of some documerntsj 2.
through divine revelation through signs or dreams. Sozomen favors the
latter, L2

Sozomen recounts that Queen Helena jowrneyed to Jerusalem and was
especially desirous of finding "...the wood which had formed the a-

dorable cross.," During the excavation of the site, i.e., the removal

1044,

ucheater D. Hartranft, translator, "Sozomenus: Church History

from A.D. 323 = 425," A Select Library of Nicene and Post-licens Fa-
thers of the Christian Churchy Emrby PRIIlp Schaff and Henry wace

TSecond Serles; Wew Tork: The Christian Literature Company, 1890),
II, 258,

laIbido
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of polluted earth,

eeothe cave whence our Lord arcse from the dead wag discovered;

and at no great distance, three crosses were found and another

separate plece of wood, on which were inscribed in whitc letters
in Hebrew, in CGreel, and in Latin, the following words: "Jesus of
lazareth, the king of the Jews,"

Since the disinterested soldiers were so negligent as not to indi-
cate the cross of Christ, and since the inscription of Pilate had be-
come detached from the right cross, the problem of identifying the
cross of Christ remained. MHacarius, the bishop of Jerusalem solved
this dilemna by resorting to a plan necessitating divine intervention,
The three orosses were taken to the bedside of a noble lady of Jerusae
lems Two crosses wore "s..olaid on here..." but tc no availl

then, however, the third cross was in like manner brought to her,

she suddenly opened her eyes, regained her strength, and immedi-

ately sprang from her bed, well, It is s:au}d that a dead persen
was, in the came way, restored to life.

Queen Helena sent a portion of the wood and the nails to Constan=
tine, who had a head-piece and a bit made for his horse; so that the
words of Zechariah 24:3C (ILXX) could be fulfilled.

To substantiate the case, Sozomen claims that even a Pagan Sibyl
predicted, "Ch, most blessed tree, on which our Lord was hung." He

cites this as undeniable, irreproachable proof of the verity of his

account, 15

 1oid,
mIbidc 3 PPe 258"9-

lslbido’ Pe 259.
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Cyril, who began preaching in 347, is the first to mention the
finding of the cross; Eusebius in no wise refers to it. Cyril men=
tions that pieces of the cross had been distributed throughout the
world, showing that this new tradition had found general acceptance
within so short a period of time .16

The miraculous element found both in the accounts of Eusebius as
well as of Sozomen, not to mention that of Cyril, places them in a nega=
tive light for the modern historian, who naturally must look for facts
rather than for supernatural events in substantiating bisto:y.:‘-?

Thers is actually a lapse of around three hundred years vhich is not
bridged by an allusion or tiadition.i® Seemingly some local tradition
pointed to the Temple of Venus as a probable site, and Constantine
accepted :i.t-.l(’J

Among those who uphold the authenticity of the account of Eusebius
for the traditional Holy Sepulcher site are iiilson and lalman. Both
maintain, that, although unrecorded and unknown today,; a tradition could
and did éxist, and served as the basis for the information given to Com=

stantine in his plans to build a memorial church on this sacred site.20

16“Edwin Sherman Wallace, Jerusalem the Holy (Chicago: Fleming He
Fevell CO.' 1898), Pe 20’4-

17 : in Palestins
Chester Charlton licCown, The Ladder of Progress in P 1
(New York: Harper and Brothers; Ced9li3)s Pe 2L5e

lsC(mder, 22._ 2}2.9 Pe 23

wﬁccm, Qc e_i;b_g

aoDalman, OPe E_i_'so_o’ PPe 379-80 and ‘ﬂilson, 22. Eﬁ-, ES_?E.
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It may be safely assumed that during the period from the resur—
recticn until the time of the siege of Titus, the sites in question
were known, espeéially to the Christiana.zl
Eusebius tells uss

But the people of the Church in Jerusalem had been comianded by a
revelation, vouchsafed to approved men there before the war, to
leave thg city and to dwell in a certain town of Perea, called
Pell&o

This is in keeping with the admonition of Jesusy as found in Kabtthew

24316 £f., when He told His disciples of the destruction of Jerusalem
and warned them to flee,2d 1
Vhen the forces af Titus took Jerusalen,

eeoCacsar ordered the whole city and the temple to be razed to
the ground, leaving only the lofiiest of the towers, Phasael,
Hippicus, and Mariamne, and the portion of the wall enclosing
the city on the west: the latter as an encampment for the garrie
son that was 10 remain, and the towers to imdicate to posterity
the nature of the ¢ity and of tle strong defences which had yet
vielded to Roman prowness. All the rest of the wall encompassing
the city was so completely levelled to the ground as to leave
future visitors to the spot no ground for believing that it had
ever been inhsbited. Such was the end to which the frenzy of
revolutionarics brought Jerusalemsses

21538.].1809, 9_1_),' 92.2..’ Pe 17}4. i

22pythur Cushman de@ifferty translator, “The Church Eistory of :
Eusebiue,” A Select Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the 1
Christian Cﬁurch, 220 2&0, Pe 113 P\

23 “ =
Alexander Dalmain Pruce, "The Synoptic Gospels,™" The gite=
orts Greek Testament, edited by We Robertson Nicoll (Crand | Fﬁm.

E- aemﬁsm GOy Nede )’ I’ 292

ahﬂ. Ste Jo Thacksray, translator, "Joscphus - The Jewlsh iars," _
The Loeb Classical Library, edited by . Capps, et ale (Hew Yorks G
'F._'le S S0nsgy J 3 505. \
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To defend and hold Jerusalem, Titus leftihe Tenth Legion to serve
as an occupation force., They occupied a fortified camp ac cutlined
aboves Although no definite information is given anywhere, the area
occupled by Herod's fortress-palace is gensrally thought to have been
enclosed in this stronghold.25 Everything else in the cit‘,y = the tem-
ple, the bridge over the Tyropoean Valley, the walls - everything was
destroyeds

Wilson strives desperately to preserve the sanctity of the trae
ditional site. He adduces a quotation from l?usebius to attempt to
show that at least some houses were not destroyed: Rusebius says that
Haeenalf the city perished according to the prophecye..«" (Demonstratio
van elica, viy, 18), 26 and hence there would be room for some inhabi-
tants to lives2!

Tt ie probable that Fusebius grossly exaggerates when he coaments
on Zeccharizh T:1L and states that only "half of the city perished."®
It is more probable that Me..for fifty years after its destruciicn, umn-
ti1 the time of Adrian, there still existed remnants of the city.u28

It is possible that there were dwellingé without the camp, where
"safe" Jews and poasible returned Christians could live amldst the rub-

2 mid.
26‘.‘!1130:1, 0Ope cite, "Appendix IV," pe.17le

27i’§ilson, Ope Citey PPe 5i=2.

zsﬁobinson, Riblical Researches in Falestine, and in Adjacent
Regions, Ops Clte, Ly 300




68
ble to serve the needs of the Roman campe Wilson suggests that the
lattery either resident or visitors, would carry on the knowledge of
the locatione<’

For £ifty years history makes no mention of Jerusalem. Then c;me
the bloody revolution of Ear Chochba, apparently in 132 A.D. For three
years the Jows held Jerusalem, before they were conquered and destroyed
by the forces of Hadrian. Caesar now decreed that no Jew could even
approach the region of Jerusalem; and guards were stationed to prevent
them from making an attempt..Bo Christians seemingly were permitied to
live in the new Roman Colony on the site of the former Jerusalem, since
they had been sympathetic to the Roman cause or had at least remained
neutml-.ﬂ'

It is through this possible but dif ficult lim_e that Wilson would

draw I'or & continuing tradition. It ig significant that this argu-

mentum ¢ silentio has no weiiten basis in traditicn, even though other

sites of possivly less importance are mentioned in early traditicn.
Third Wall

The walls of Jerusalem are a factor in considering this problem.
John 19:17, 20, L1 indicate that the place of crucifixion and burial

was outside of the city but near it Hebrews 13111=-13 tell us that it

291‘?5.1801’1, Qop. E_i_goy PPe 5’4""5.

3°Robinson, Ops citey Do 369.
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was “without the gate." In searching for a suitable location, the
locaticn of the Second, the Third, and to a degree alsc the Wall of
Hadrian enter ine

During the reign of King Agrippa I (L1-Lly A.D,); the Third Wall
was buili by this monarch tc enclose the suburbs of Jerusalem beyond
the confines of the Second Wall. Josephus gives us the course of this
walls

The third began at the tower Hippicus, whence it stretched northe

wards to the tower Psephinus, and then descending opposite the

momments of Helena (Queen of Adisbene and daughter of king

Izates), and proceeding past the royal caverns it bent round a

corner towar over against the so=called Fuller's tomb and joinsd

the ancient rampart, terminating at the valley called Kedron,

The relations between Marcus, the President of Syria, end Agrip-
pa were not oo cordisl. The former informed Claudius Caesar, who
ordered Agrippa to ste'p building. Caesar was afraid that the foriress
night be toec impregnable 33 Later ong the unfinished portion was com-
pleted by the Je“:fs.-Bh

The area enclosed lay north of the Temple and Antoniz on the
fourth hill, Bezetha, but separated from Mount oriah by a deep valley,

which was dug partially to strengthen the position of Antonia.3>

32Thackﬁray, Ops 23':‘:'9 pps 2i3=he (V5 ivy; 2).

33 ; 3 ;
Flavius Josephus, "The Wars of the Jews," The Works of Flavius
*4i1lian Whiston (Philadelphia: David McRay,

Joseghus, translated by
: Snere, n.d-), AIX, 71.10

BkThackeraW 9 E_EQ 22-10.9
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This wall has been variously identifieds Pére Vincent vigorously
denies that the line of the Thimd Wall, now discovered, can be anything
bub the wall constructed during the rebellion of Bar chochba.36_ Ben=
ginger suggests the current north and west wall as being the Third
Walled | wilson argues for the same identification.3d George Adam Smith
likewise identifies it with the present north and west Walles?

In the past, the majority of scholars sgroed on this identi fica=
ton. It was only & small minority of scholars, like Drs. Herrill,
Faton, and others who were in agreement with Dr, Kobinson on his suge
,;{estions.ho Today, when the suggestions of Dr. Hobinson have been con=
firmed, only Pére Vincent demies the possibility of identifying the
Third Wall with these finds.

In 1838, Dr. i-tobinsun, noting the description of Josephus, located

the probable position of the tower of Fsephinos upon the high swell of

3633121am F, Albright, "New Light on the Walls of Jerusalem in
the New Testament Age," Bulletin of the American sSchools of Oriental
Resc,ar(:h; Noe 81 (I?Ebruary, IgEI)’ m-

3 7L. Frohnmeyer end I. Denzinger, Bilderatlas zur Bibelkunde
(Stubtgarbx Theodore Banzinger, 1\905)' PPo 3' 22e ‘

B100n, ope cites ppe 136-h2
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George Adam Smith, Jerusalem, the Topograply, Economics, and

Histo% from the Earliest Times ___E 4.D. 70 ndon: Hodder and Stoughe=
Oy 08 ’, Im.

Lo, vall of Jerusalem,® Bulletin of

illiam F. Albright, "The Third W of Jerus p of

%‘e; American Schools of Oriental Researchy Ho. 19 (Octobér, 1925 ),
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ground vnich extends from the northwest corner of the 0ld City toward
the northenorthwest. AL & distance of seven hundred feet from that
corner, he found traces of ancient substructions on the highest part of
the ridge. These extended along the high ground for 650 feet further
in the same direction. They were visible in 1847 and were seen by
Dre Schick, bul unfortunately they have since disappeared =~ not un-
usual in the ltiddle Last, where ancient remains once made easy quare
ries for medern builderssid

At the same btime, Robinson alsc found traces of the wsli halfway
between the Tombs of the Kings and the nortlwest cormer of the city.
The stonss conformed to ihose of the previous pev.raagreqal:h.]42 These would
very likely be in the area where the lablus Road and Richard Cosur-de=
Lion Street cross.

In describing the course of the Third Wall, Josephus refers to
the Monuwsents of Queen Helena and the Tombs of the Xings. Elsewiere
he tells us that she constructed three pyramids or stelae three stades
digtant from the cit;r.IJB Later, when Titus approached the city from
the north to reccnnoiter, Josephus notes that these monuments were

over against the gate on that s:i.de..hh Eusebius makes mention of the

m'Comier, 92. E.:EE-, Pe 1664

hzaobinson, ODe E_:_!-.E.’ PPe 31h=5.

1q:!‘cscaplmts, Ope ciltey XXs ix, 3.
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sa.!::ehs as do other writers.h6

Today excavabions have shown that the contentions of Dr. Robinson
were correct as {ar as can be determined presently. The nortlwestern
corner of the wall, the octagonal tower of Psephinus, was located at
the northeastern corner of the Russian property, south of the Italian
Hospital. From here the wall ran south-southeast to the Tower of Hip=
picus, in the Citadel Area of toda'y.,l‘?

Dre B. Sukemik had by 1927 "e.esucceeded in tracing the wall for
a distance of 300 meters, from the Russian Compound %0 & point just east
of the Nablus Road opposite the Ecole 'Biblique on the Horth side.”
During street repair operations in front of the American School of
(riental Kesearch on Seladin Road, additional foundabions of the wall
wers discovered. Dr. Sukenik, upon investigation, identified this
spot as the place where the angle of the wall turned towards the cilty,
and therefore was the site of the Wements Towers mentioned by Jose=
phu:s.l‘8

In the f£all of 1941, another nunicipal rcad improvement project
led to the discovery and the excavation of a large tower on the cast

boundary and in the eastern part of the property of the American

Y
Wonooissert, op. cite

héRobinson; ops cites Ppe 356-6lie

hl?Albrishtg -920 E&Pﬁi, p. 200 0

th : £} lem School,® Bulletin
An Interest Discovery at the Jerusalem 9 le

of the American schgzgs of Oriental Researchy No. 23 ( February, 1927 )
PP 2-3 and Thackerays OPs citey Pe T L, 3)e




3
School. Careful ambaeological examinaiion ghowed that this was part
of the Third Wall, The tower was orizinally joined to the portion of
the wall found along the western side of the School's property on Sala=
din Road,

Over five hundred feet further to the east, another towsr, the
largest one discovered thusfar, was found near the Kidron Valley slope.
Dr. Sukenik supposes that here the walls turned southward te join the
Temple arca walls., A portion of his east wall has been found in the
foundations of the Church of Ste Anne, near the Ste. Stephen's Ga.te.lﬁ
lr, Sclomiac identifies the latter remains as part of the first tower
of the Third Wall, the tover being just north of the gate which occu=
piad the site of the present 5te Stephents Gate. H. Solomiac esti-
mates that the Third Wallwas three thousand meters or over eleven thous
sard feel long =~ gee Appendix XIT for the course of the wall,59

The discovery of the Third Wall is extremely helpful in working
toward a solution of the location of the Second VWall, on the posi~
tion of which the fate of the traditional Church of the Holy Sepulcher
depends from a topographical point of view, We remember, that, f{rom
a literary point of view, the evidence for the traditional site is

extremely doubtful.

L9 :
Ce S. Fisher, "The Third Wall of Jerusalem,® Bulletin of the
dmerican Schools oi‘,Oriental Research, Nos 83 (October, LJLL)s lU=Te

5 OM. Solomiac, "The Towers and Cisterns of the Third %all ab
Jerusalem,” Bulletin of the American Schools of Criental Rescarch,

oo 8l (December, JOUL)y G—1s
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Th
Second Wall

The acceptance of the Third Wall by most modern scholars with all
its implications, as baving been north of the present walls, has stimu-
lated renewed interest in searching and determining the location of
the Second %alle It was outside of this wall, near the city, that Jesus
was cruciﬂed.sl And the location of this wall determines the validity
of the present traditional site.

Josephus tells us

The second wall started from the gate in the first wall which

they called Genath, and, enclosing only the northern district

of the town, went up as far as Antonia.’

Various suggestions have been offered through the yearse saArchaeolo-
gleal finde have either modified or changed the thinking in this matter,
Some, however; seem wnwilling to accept recent finds in order to pre=-
serve the traditional site at all costse?3

In Golgotha and the floly Sepulcher, Vilson discusses several

theor:i.es«slJr Preminent in these theories as well 28 in others pro-

posed is the uncertain location of the Gennath Gates Some would find

this some distance ecast of the present Citadel, a little south of the

David Street, but in line with Christian Street, Others would find it

51Hebrews 13:13
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samowhere in the Citadel arsa without specifying a definite location.

Some would place it still farther east, a little south of David Street,
and in line with the west street of the "Suk% (Market) and Damascus
Sbreet.55 Appendix XIIT shows the varicus sujzesigd coursese

Ceorge Adam Smith concludes that it depends entirely on what the
respective author thinks the course of the Second Wall was.56

Wilson's conclusions arve that at his time no certain traces of
the Second Wall had been found, He does venture the opinion that
massive masonry on the Haret el Wawzin Street, north of Hezekish?s Pool,
and just west of Christian Street is part of the Second Wally but feels
unable to sug,est whether it procesded northward from the junction of
this street with Christian Street or eastward toward Khan es Zeld
(Damascus Street )oo7

An ardert proponent of the traditicnal sitey; Dalman feels that
the arca enclosed by the Second Wall could not have been very extensive.
He feecls constrained to suggest, on the basis of his careful study and
observation, that the area between the Market Street and the Temple
Area from west to east, and between lavid Street and the Via Dolorosa

from south to north must have been the area enclosed by the Second

Ssl-bidog Pe 137.
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Wall.50

Dre Robinson makes a strong case for the fact that the Gate Gen=
nath must necessarily be in the immediate Citadel area559 Conder a=
grceseﬁo Ur. fobinson discusses the requirements of the battle as re-
ported bty Josephus in "The Jewish Tars," V, iv, at great length and
finds that t his account by Josephus demands that the Cennath Cate must
be very near to the cest of Hippicus to meet all the requirements ful-
1y and lo;;ical];\,'sél

Yo meet the requiremesnts of Josephus in accordance with topogra=-
piical requiremenis and discoveries recent at Robinson's time, Robine
son proposes thet the Second Wall ran from near the Hippicus Tower
northwards acrocs the higher and more level part of Akraj then it
gmept over to the Tyropeeon Valley somewhere in the Damascus Cate
areaj from thers the wall followed the high ground of Bezetha to the
northwest cornsyr of Antonia. In view of this, most of the northeastern
area of the Uld City would not have been enclosed by the wa11.62

Dr. Robinson was woen over to this proposed line of the Second Wall

585,14,

59 Robinson, lLater Eiblical Researches in Palestine, and in the
Adjacent _.'!E@_%iOHS, 220 _c___EE., DPPe ={e

GOConder, EEQ E}_‘h_o
61&0binson, _O_Eo 92-_"3.

62Robinson, Biblical Researches '5_._:_1_ Palestine, and in the Adjacent
Region, op. Eiﬁ.,'f‘jﬂ“, =N
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by remains of a wall in the Latin convent walle The remains of old,
bevelled stones in the wall from the Damascus Gate to the west further
urged him to make this suggestion.63

Specifically, Dr. Robinson places the line of the Second Wall
from the Gennath Gate, near Hippicus,éh northward following nearly the
gtreet which leads to the Latin convent. From the convent the wall lay
along or near the course of the present city wall to the Damascus Gate.
Then it ran, as the wall does today, to the high point of Bezetha, and
thence southward along the top of the ridge to Jl‘m't;.con:l,eu.':’5

In 1937-1938 & series of soundings were taken along the north wall
of the Old City; several at the Damascus Gate and on each side of the
Hereod Gate. 66 The finds showed that there had been extensive re-
building in the third and fourth cembwy. More significant were evi-
dences of building at the time of Hadrian and earlier. Over the top
of an arch of moderate size, on the inside of the Damasdus Cate, Just
a little to the east of the entrance, was found a reused stone with
the inscription in Hadrianic style:s "COL {onia) AEL (ia) CAP (itolina)
D (ecurionum) D (ecreto), that is 'Colonia Aelia Capitolina by decree

_ &3 Robinson, Jater Biblical Hesearches in Palestine, and in the
Adjacent Regions, Ope Cibes PPe 217-20.

61‘See Appendix XIII for map showing the Second Wall suggestions.
65
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of the decurions.n 67

A little in front of a corresponding side entranﬁe on the west
".eothe lowest course of & wall was found built of large stones of the
characteristic Herodian type." And a little farther to the west, other
leredian stones were found, which may still be as they were placed by
Herodian builders. Thus, the evidence clearly points to a Hadrianic
triple gateway similar to those found at Jerash, preceded by clear
evidences of a Herodian structure.58

The soundings on either side of the Herod Gate showed that ths
lowest courses were a mixture of Herodian and Hadrianic stones com=
bined, This clearly points to the building of a wall and gate along
this line in Hadriant's time.5?

MeCovm cancludes that the present north wall represents %,..88=
sentially the line of the north wall of ﬁelia Gapitoliria, and in part
at least the 'sccond wall'! of Josephusa” 10 ;

In 1925 Dr. Albright expressed his belief that the present north
wall represented the line of the Aelia Capitolina wall, but that it

had nothing to do with the Second Walle!™ Despite the interesting finds

671\‘&300?”1, Qic 93'3..’ PPa 250’1.

68Ibido, Pe 251,

oo

69Ibid.

T0mid., pe 250,

7]‘W i all of Jerusalemy" Bulletin of
41liam F. Albright, "The Third W y
the American Schools of Or:;.ental Research, o, 19 (October, 19255 20

- rmin. i o e A T -
PR 1 6 S e e ik o i g A By S-S BRSPS = . e N ) :
ey deim ey cE ST o L ies R
e e )

P .




19

at the Damascus Cate, he would prefer to hold to his previcus view, (2
Such a position permits holding the view together with Vincent, Abel,
Delian, and otkers that the Second wall would lie just south of the
Holy Sepulcher, thercby preserving the traditicnal aite.u

In their recent consideration, Wright and Filson find that the
line as proposed by Pr. Robingon, and seemingly required by the exca=
vahions at the Damascus Gabe, is unlikely. The course of the walls as
proposed by Dr, Uzlman encloses too small an area and violates the ree
quirements for the Gate Gennath by putting it too far to the east. The
current traditional view which includes Hezekiah's Pool but excludes
the Church of the loly Sepulcher violates military judgmenmt. It is
with hesitation that a circular course, ignoring the finds at the Da-
maseus (Gate and the remains in the Latin Convent, is chosen as the
most probable course. The lattery; of course, -places the traditimal
site within the walls and hence disqualifies it as being a1.1’£;hent’d.c.?h

Serious consideraticn of all factors and personal observation on
location would cause the writer to follow the theory of Dre Rebinson,
especially in the light of the lamascus Gate discoveries. It is, of

course, evident that in view of the uncertainties which persist, a

72A1bright, wNew Light on the Walls of Jerusalem in the New Testa=
ment Age," op. cit.; Ppe 6-10,

73Albright, "Phe Third Wall of Jerusalem," Ops cite
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definite ldentification for the line of the Second Wall is impossible.
However, all indications point to the fact that the present traditional

site has becone untenablee

Gordon's Calvary

For years, those who found the traditional site unacceptabley; have
leooked for a representative site. In accordance with Scriptural re=
quiremente, the site must be outside of the city walls of that.day and
near a g;ai,e.75 The account of the meckery and ralllery presupposes
that peopls came and passed by on what must have been a main artery of
that area of Jerusalem.!©

Scripture speaks of a'garden near the site of the c:.'t'uc:l.f‘:l.x:!.t::x_x.77
Josephus says that gardens were to the north of the city.78 The north=
west area would also be the site of gardens, Rockhewn sepulchers have
been found in this areaj these go down to the Roman period.79

In looking for a possible site for Golgotha, the inference of

Scripture, "The place of a skull® 80 was used as a gulde. This view is

Vit
bJohn 19: 17, 20, L1; Hebrews 13:1l-13.

76)~.1ark 15:29; Matthew 27139

77J0h1’1 19 3,-210

78Thackeray 9 O 9}20
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followed by many writers who think Golgotha was a rounded knoll of bare
rocky or a hillock with a skulleshaped top; associated is the idea of
height, prominence, and wide visibility.81

In 1841, in rejecting the traditional site, Dr. Robinson suggest~
ed looking for Colgotha on either the Jaffa Road or the Damascus (Nablus)
Road. In 1842, Otto Thenius proposed that the cliff now known as Gore
don's Calvary, near Jeremiah's Grotto, be identified with Golgotha and
the Tomb respectively. Others followed his suggestions, for the rock
resembles the features of a skulls It is also very near the Damascus
gate, from which the Damascus Road.amanated.a2 Conder found tﬁe site
acceptable.83 In 1882 it was suggested by General Gordon, who was not
aware of it having been previously identified as Golgotha. After this
the site became known as "Cordon's Calvary.! O

Appealing to both Conder and Edersheim is the Jewish tradition
which associates this area with the "house of stoning," a tradition
vhich has been held by the local Sephardic Jews from Spain for many
centuries.as Tdersheim, a Christian Jew who was extremely well-versed

ani’iilson, ODs E&P‘o, pe 1l.
82Ibidop PPe 107"'9.
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in Jewish writings and traditions, accepts this tradition as am:ien‘l’..86
Dalman would label it a later traditicn, without ancient facteO! 4=
nother tradition %at leasit as old as the fifth century A.D." places
the stoning of Stephen north of the Damascus Gatej later this was
transferred to the present Stephen's Gate, just north of the Temple
Arca in the east wall of the 01d City.S8

There arc those who find this suggested site most unsatisfying.
Among the more recent writers, HcCown scathingly declares it without
the slightest documentary or archaeological prooi'.89 Wright and Fil=
son find that the claim of Cordon's (alvary for authenticlity has
nlittle strengbh.”s) 0

The preceding paragraphs emphasize the fact, that it is very dif-
ficult to identify with certainty any site with that where our Savior
died. However, much one might.be inclined toward the Gordon's Calvary
identification, it ig impossible to say more than that it is a 7pos-

sible” sitee

86'EdeJc'she:'u'ﬂ, Ope cite
BTDM, 22. P_jﬁ-, Pe 3’48.
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The Carden Tomb

Hearby Gordon's Calvary is the tomb knowm today as "The Garden
Tomb," Many consider it the tomb where Jesus once was buried. On
Easter Sunday morning, a simple worship is held here at sunrise. The
simple beauty of the service stards in direct contrast with the pom=
pously fommal and eleborate ceremonies of the traditional site, This
fact alone, aside from others, has cavsed many to accept and revere
this site as the place where our Lord was laid.

The Zible tells us that near the place of crucifixion, in a gar-
den, lay the new tomb of Josephs of Arimathea 91

The Garden Tomb was discovered in 1867.2 Cut into the fact of
the rock, on a side of the ridge which is known as "Cordon's Calvary®
is a "loculus" type of a tomb, the type which alone would fit the re=
quirements as laid down by Seripture (when it speaks of the first
visits to the tomb by the women, by John and Feter, and by lary Mag=
daline,?3 There is a grove for the rolling stone which runs along the
face of the well., The entrance itself is low, and opens into an an-
techamber, which is about twelve feet longs six-and-one-hslf feet wide,
and just a little over six feet in height. A low wall about three feet

9 john 19:38-k1; Metthew 27:57-61p Mark 15:l3=475 Luke 23:50-5k.

928tephen L, Caiger, Archaeology and the New Testament {Torontoi
Cassell and COey Ltdn’ 193 3 Do .

93Ma.tthew 2831=8; Mark 16:1-113 ILuke 2L11=-83 John 2011~18 and
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high runs through the middle, and geparates the antechamber from the
burial chamber., A step is cut into this low wall for a passageway e

The torb chamber has room for threc bodies. The tomb on the left
when entering the torb chamber i!.s thought to have been the tomb of
Josuse 4 short "bed" lies at the end of the passageway between the
two normal -length vombs on either sides Iight falls through a window
on the tomb on the left hand. These features of the tombh would fit
the requirements of {icripllre.%

Because of Latia crogses on the east wall on the inner chamber,
Conder would agsign it to the twelfth century A.D,, and he would look
elsewhere for a possible gites’® Dr. Sehick argues that it is char-
acterdstically a Jewish tomb and could have been constructed as sarly
as the first centwy. Lcslesiastical symcols and other evidences
show that it was used for burilal in the fourth centurye 96

Among those who cre negative in their view on the Gerden Tomb
is McCown, who proncunces the same judgment on it as in the case of

Gordon's Calvarye’! Wright and Filson definitely date it as being of

91"1.. T. Pearson, "ihere is Calvary?" [gte] (Croydons Uplift Pub=
liShing C0s u’bﬂ., l9f16), Upa —dle
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geveral centuries later or:’.gin.9 8
In the case of the Garden Tomb, objections are more in place than
in the case of Gordon's Calvary., In either case, it is impossible to
assert and substantiate the validity of their claim.
Be thal as it may, the pilgrim who would in quiet meditation
think on the greatness of the Savior's love will invariably find his

way to the quiet garden of the Garden Tombe

98Wright and Filson, ope cite




APFENDIX X
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