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"Speak, History! who are life's victors?
Unroll thy long annals and say,
Are they those whom the world called the
victors -~ who won the success of a day?
The Martyrs, or Nero? The Spartans
who fell at Thermopylae's tryst?
Or the Persians and Xerxes? His judges
or Socrates? Pilate or Christ?
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Dedication

To the ministry of the Lutheran Church in America, this
thesis is reépectfully inscribed; with the fervent prayer,
that by carefully studying the history of the Salzburgers,
and especially the unfeigned devotion and ardent zeal of the
first preachers of the Lutheran Church in Amerieca, they and
their successors may be stimulated to aim at a more elevated
standard of piety, and consecrate themselves anew to His
service, who hath redeemed us with His blood, and honored
ue by appointing us His ambassadors, to reconcile the world

unto Himself.




Chapter I
The Persecution in Salzburg

"Swish! Swieh!" the scythe rang, as it went through
‘the luxurient, bedewed grass. Martin Hedrich, a farm hand
from Grossau, was wielding 1t. His powerful legs were taut,
hie wide shirt sleeves flapped in the wind, his muscular
body swung rythmically from right to left.

With admiration, Gretchen Kattesch contemplated him
while she scattered the broad, straight swaths of hay with
her pitchfork. She could hardly keep pace with his mowing.
The magnificent man before her, the clear blué sky, and
the warm sunshine filled her heart with joy. When she
sang, however, it was a plaintive folk song of a little
orphan girl,

As Martin stood his scythe on end and wiped the blade
with grass, preparatory to whetting it, he laughed cheer-
fully, almost mockirigly.

"The hay is coming fine; the grain is beautiful; you
are young and healthy; everything is well! Why must you

eing such a sad song, Gretchen?"
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' "Well," she esaid, "am I not an orphan, too, in my fa--
ther's house?®

“I‘ know, I know. Your mother died of the plague sneﬁ—
teen years ago. But you must have forgotten that by this |
© time," j

"No, I haven't. Every day I am reminded of 1t We
have a large household and much ground, Ny fathei' ie =ick,
Everything depends on me, How gladly I would sometimee have
@ man in the family, one who would take the burden and work!"

Silently Martin continued his mowing. Having a desire
- %o continue the conversation, Gretchen called him to the
noonday meal,

Seated on a heap of hay, they ate their humble food.
With pride she watched him, glancing at him shyly as he ate
his bread and bacon. :

; "I don't suppose you have heard as yet," he i'emarked
casually, "that I gave my promise to Johanna Gregor last
Sunday."

The startled girl could only stare at him. "To that
avkward person? You, the handsomest man in the village?
Were there no others of wealth?" she demanded in one breath
‘when she finally recovered.

*Men are few; girls are many," he é.naweregi with a com-
placent smile. "One like me can take whom he pleases, I
am weary of this voverty! So I went to her. She has one
hundred and thirty acres of land. Few have so much — you,




for imstance, have only sixty."

"That's true," she sighed, then Tremained silent.

. Their repast completed, she arose abruptly.

“Finish this mowing here," she direoted; "then spread
the hay yourself. I must drive home now,"

Silently she hitched her small, thin horse and without
& word of farewell departed.

Within her heart cold fury raged. Not against Martin --
Martin was acting prudently -- but against the depressing
\timee, the sickness, and the wars from which the young memn
never returned. Within the village were sixteen eligible
maidens and only seven young men to claim them! In other
villages it was the same. Was she to remain unwed =- to
gTow in years and become an old scarecrow? Savagely she
struck out at the weak animal which already was straining.

Suddenly sounds of laughter, shouting and music were
brought to her ears. Some gypsies had made their camps ad-
joining the road. Further om, past the vineyards, a whole
train of them with horses and wagons approached her. "The
whole world must be filled with these tramps today," she
thought, and spitefully refusing to alter her course, she
drove in among then.

Presently her horse stopped. Laughing men and women,
and beggar-children crowded about her.

"Make way!" she demanded haughtily as she drove on her

horse.




A strong gypsy suddenly grasped the bridle of her horse.
Gretchen let loose upon the nearer gypsies with her horse-
whip, but 'they crowded closer, seized her hand and attempted
%o pull her from the wagon. Gretchen screamed with fear.
With all her strength she fought them off. When she was al-
most exhausted, the dirty hands of the gypsies were suddenly
withdrawn,

"Get back, you miserable wretches!" a strange voice
commanded. It was accompanied by the dull thuds of blows on
the heads of her attackers.

Gretchen looked up. A4 tall, well-built man was standing
before her. He wore knickerbockers, white stockings and low
shoes -- a strange costume indeed.

When the gypsies had gone, the man told her, briefly,
and in a peculiar German dialect, that he was a religious
exile, that he was on his way to Hermannstadt to meet othe::
exiles, and that his name was Jacob Eckenreiter. From his
manner Gretchen discerned that he was an honest, unassuming
peasant. Without hesitation she invited him to a seat beside
her on the wagon, as her father would wish to meet her rescuer.

The man consented, intimating that he might find work
there.

"Goodness knows, we need strong men," Gretchen
encouraged.

When Gretchen's father heard of her adventure, he both
laughed and cursed. He thanked Jacob and invited him to



Temain for the night,

After supper Jacob told his story. His was a picture of
stark tragedy. The Protestant faith in Austria was being
violently suppressed. His people in Salzburg had remained
tTue to their Lutheran faith. In private homes and in forests
they conducted their humble worehip. 2nt the authorities
pursued them relentlessly. They were captured and imprisoned.
When certain German Protestant States interceded for them,
they were permitted to emigrate. But this brought more mi-
sery! They were compelled by this "oruel mercy® to sacri-
fice their possessions for a small part of their real valnef
Finally word came that no children were to leave. Thie
naturally caused many heartbreaks. , They could not give up
their faith -- so they parted from taeir dearest ones —-
hoping to be able to have them again latei-, when by the will
of God times would change.

Some of them after much suffering had arrived in Tram-
sylvania among people of their own raith.

"Where are the other emigrants?® Gretchen asked, when
he had finished.

"Many thousands have traveled to Germany. MNany have
established themselves here in Transylvania, some in Kron-
stadt, in Neppendorf, and in Grosspold. Others have ejen'
emigrated to the new world "America," and have established
a colony called Georgia.”

"Then perhaps some more will come here too!" exclaimed




0ld Kattesch. "Tomorrow we will discuss the matter with the
magistrate.”

"And Jacob can live with us,” Gretchen added quickly
-- "as a helper," :she modified, élancing at him to determine
whether he had been offended.

"For the present, as a helper," her father corrected,
meaningly, Jacob agreed heartily.

Several days later a great crowd of the Salsburg emi-
grants, men and women, arrived at Grossau. And young men—-
& great many of them! -- New life! They were honest, pious
People == eénergetic, progressive tillers of the soil. Wher-
éver they settled, the place blossomed forth into new life.
The Balzburgers proved a great blessing to Transylvania.

A year later Gretchen and Jacob were married."l -~

80 began the dispersion and assimllation of 'the mar-:
tyrs of Salzburg -- the faith!inl, pious peasants who were the
victims of the last great Catholic persecution. Their
story is strange as fiqtion; dramatic as a news story, in-
8piring as the trials and triumphs of the apostles themselves.
The history of their persecutions, their expulsion from home,
their wanderings through Germany, their coming to herloa, is
one of the most romantic and inspiring chapters in church

h1°t°1‘Y.2 Their story touched the heart of Europe at the

1. TFoisel, John, Saxons Through Seventeen Centuries
(Cleveland, 1936), p.201 f.

3. Jacobs, H, E., A Histo of th Evaggelloal Lu%heran
: ted (i%t-fgrk, 1 » P 0.

Church in the United States
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time of its happening, and i1t has furnished pathetic and
tragic material for historians and posts since, who have
vied with each other in describing the journey of thelr
exile "under God's free sky, as they mové along over the
roads which Hie good angels have thrown up for them.."3

chuepbrophesied that His disciples would be perse-
cuted like Himself, and among the thouaandﬁ who have lost
life or home for His sake, the martyrs of Salzburg are out-
standing, However, with the philosophy of expediency so ram-
pant in our world today, it might be well to establish the
significance and importance of this study of the historic
account of the Salzburgers for us in the tolerant and em-
lightened Twentieth Century.

We still hear sermons and lectures today in which we
are told that we should be willing to offer up our lives
for the Truth, that we should always be ready to shed our
blood for our faith, etc, But the trouble ies that no ome
believes such a thing to be any longer possible; so such
speeches leave us morally listless and unaffected, because
we can sit back complacently in the certainty that nothing
of the sort is likely to be seriously demanded of us.

8o far as we can judge, the time is gone when a man
can be called to atone for his faith by the sacrifice of
hie life. For that we bless God and give homor to the

~ 8. Wolf, E. J., The Lutherans in Amerjca (New York,
1889), p. 188.




power of a toleration which hasstopped the bloody streams
which once flowed so freely on account of religious beliefs.
But the saying of our Lord still possesses high significance:
"For whosoever will save his 1life shall lose it; but whoso-
ever will lose his life for My sake shall find it." Life
is not only the span of time through which we pass in this
world. It is not merely the naked existence which ceases
with the last breath. But rather we may think of it as a
thousand gentle and yet strong threads which bind us to our
earthly existence. The more the sum of life's enjoyment
increases among men the tougher those bonds usually become,
and the cutting of a single thread here and there causes
the loss of only a portion of life. Prosperity, conieni-
ence, personal relationships, honor and respect, effect us
only when one or the other bond is loosed.’

Even though we are no longer called upon to ascend the
scaffold, or to offer our neck to the axe for the sake of
the Gospel, still there are times today when the smallest
demands of consecrated Christian living may find us un-
willing or unable to sever the slightest thread that binds
us to our human existence. But in order that our obligation
to God and His Church on earth may be ever before us, and
we be left without excuse, history has preserved for us the
sanguinary and sorrowful records of martyrdom.

4. Hagenback, K. R., History of the Church in the E

Eighteenth and Hinteenth Centuries Vol. 1 (New York,
1869), p. 486. :




When we read of humble peasants who suffered death for
the Truth's sake —— who gave up the conveniences and securities
and comforts of life -- who left house and home -- who broke
the dearest bonde of friendship in order to serve God accord-
ing to the dictates of their conscience, we in a world in the
‘travail of revolution must ask ourselves whether, under simi-
lar ciroumstances, we could follow their example.

There, if the study of an historical subject must needs
be Justiﬂed,“,‘ the apologia for this research on "The Salzbur-
gers and Their Descendants,”

The province of Salzburg, in Austria, lies directly east
of Bavarie, just north of the Tyrolese Alpi.5

At the time of the birth of Chriest the territory now
known as the Province of Salzburg was inhabited by the Norici,
a Gallic tribe, During the reign of Augustus it was annexed
to the Roman Empire by the campaigns of Claudius Drusus and
became known as "HNoricum mediterraneum," or "Nordgau," the
site of the present city of Salzburg being called "Govanodu-
num." Under Hadrian a garrison was staticned near the river
Igunta, now Salzach, and since they were often called upon to
protect the colonists from raiders, the fort which was their
headquarters was called "Juvavium;" in German, "Helffenburg;"
in English, "City of Help." The Christian religion was intro-
duced from Rome by the early settlers and soldiers, and in

§. Fink, W, J., Lutheran Landmarks and Pioneers in
America (Philadelphia, 1913), p. 121.
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the beginning of the fifth century Emperor Severinus gave or-
ders that the heathen inhabitants be converted to christianity.e

From the end of the fifth century till the year 577 the
land was laid waste and the capital city destroyed by succes-
8ive waves of Huns, Heruli,' and Goths; Attila leading the
Huns, Odoacer the first barbarian ruler of Italy (476-493),
and Vidomer, King of the Ostrogoths, who murdered the Roman
provincial governor, burned and utterly destroyed the city,
and martyred all those who confessed the Christian faith.a

In the sixth century the Bavarian dukes took over the
land under the leadership of Theodore, and although they were
pagan at first, through the work of Rupertus, the Bishop of
Worms (known as the Apostle to the Bavarians), and Theodore's
warriage to Childeberti, the daughter of the King of France,
Christianity was re-introduced to the land and churches built
at Alt-Oettingen and Regensburg and Atterga.u.g

In the year 582 Rupertus built the cloister and church
of St. Peter on the ruins of the old city of Juvavium, and as
reward for his labor and industry, was appointed bishop by
Theodo, the duke of Bavaria, and given land amounting to what

i8 now almost the entire nmorthern section of the province of

6y Goecking, G. G.,Vollkammene Em%g;atgo%-ﬁ ht

von denen zus dem Erz-Bjsstum Salgburg vertriebenen und

ﬁg_gﬂ_@bentheﬂs nach Preussen gegangenen Lutheranern
Francl

cfurt and Leipzig, 1734) p. & f.
7. Thompson, J.l and Johnson, E., An Introduction to
N

Redigval Europe (New York, 1937), p. 87.
8. ecking, op. git., p. 4.
9. Goecking, op. cit., p. 5.
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8alzburg. Slowly he built his new city on the ashes of the
old and called it, after the salt springs ("Saltz-Brunnen*)
and the mountain ("Berge"), 'Saltzburg.*lo

The province itself, in the year 1730, measured about
eighteen German miles from north to south and from east to
west, and was famous for the fértiltty of its land and the
abundance of fish and game. (cf. map for streams, lakes, and
prinecipal cities.)

The city of Salzburg, the chief city of the province
and the see of the Archbishop, lies on the Salni'hiver. Ao~
cording to accounts of the period, the residence of the
Archbishop, the éummer palace of Duke Mirabell and the com=
munity tavern were the most notable buildings of the town.
Besides the Cathedral of St. Ruprecht, Salzburg boasted 21
smaller churches and chapels, and a university, founded in
1633 by Archbishop Paris.ll

From the year 583 to 1733 Salzburg had ten bishops and
8ixty archbishops of practically every character and calibre
imaginable from the above-mentioned Rupertus to Leopoldus
Antonius, the archbishop of the'peraecﬁtion of 1730. The
attitude of these nominal representatives of the church of
Rome toward Lutheranism ranged from open friendliness to
_ violent hostility. But persecuted or befriended the cause
of the true Gospel advanced steadily. Under a mild government

10. Goecking, op. cit., p. 7.
11. Goecking, '6_% ﬁc . p. 18 f.
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i% progressed quietly, while under a severer one it was stirred
to a vital ang mighty, though passive, resistance.

Already in the year 1430 Archbishop Eberhard III had to
take steps against the Hussite heresy, which was gaining favor
in his 1;s,':.'1-1tory.l3

Archbishop Matthew Lang, in 1520, admitted the books of
Luther, called Paul Speratus, the exile of Wuerszberg, to be
his cathedral preacher » and let Urbanus Rhegius and Wolfgang
Rues propogate the Lutheran doctrine in his diocese. Johm
8taupitz, the noble friend of Luther, ended his days in the
Quiet of a Salzburg monastery and did much to introduce the
Augsburg Confession and Luther's Catechism to the va]’.rleys and
cottages of the region.13 However Lang was eventually bribed
bY Rome to exile Speratus and Stephen Agricola, and before his
death in 1540 he beheaded the two peasants who had befriended
the Lut‘-heran preachers George Schaerer and Simon Scheichen in
1528 and 1530.14

Under Archbishop Wolfgang Dieterich von Raitenau (1587-
1612) the Lutherans were severely persecuted, robbed of their
land, and driven out of the country. But through the inter-
ference of Duke Maximilian of Bavaria, Dieterich was restrained
and spent the last five years of his life in prison.ls

Archbishop Marcus Sittich, in 1614, confiscated the

:ll.g. Ici'rc’ev.zktiirxg]:l op. ., P 327

. agenpac Op. op Po

14. Da%lmann W Tl’i'e' Hart yrs of Salzburg," CQgcordg
Historical Institute _0_ grlx VI (1934), 97

15. Goecking, op. cit., p. 34.



Property of the Lutherans in the province, drove about 3,800
of them out of the land, forced those who stayed to recant at
the point of the sword. The refugees hid in the mountains of
Dauphine in France, the Swiss Alps, and the Tyrol,]'e and often
filtered back into the mountains in the southern part of the
pProvince. But the fire of their faith could nmot be Quenched.
They hid their Bibles, hymnals, and books of devotion in the
attic, in the cellar, in hay snd straw, in holes in the ground,
Tead them in secret at the risk of their lives, and taught
the catechism to their children.l’Sittich employed the same
means against the Lutheran Salzburgers that were used in the
south of France to convert the Hugenots. At first he sent
out two Capuchin monks, Michael Angelus and Jacob von Augusta,
to preach repentance to the people, and upon their heels the
dragoons, in case some of the "burghers" or "bauers" would
need a little forcible pc-,rsw.w,s!u:m.]'8 :
Emjgration of individual families began in the early part
of the seventeenth century, when about 600 managed to get out
of the country. However, meny Lutherans were foroibly driven
back to their homes, and at the same time into the bosom of
the Catholic Church.'® These faithful people, however poor
or persecuted, always tried to bring the true Gospel to otlprn_

and won hundreds by their instruction and purity of life. One

16. Strobel, P. A,, The Salzburgers and Their Descen-
dants (Baltimore, 1855) p. 4. '

17. Dallmann, op. cit., p. 98.

18. Goecking, op. cit., p. 91.

18. Hagenbach, op, ecit., p. 48.
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of their winisters, Anthony Brassus, wae decapitated, and his
head nailed to his pulpit. Many of those who dared to con-
fess their faith were vhipped to death, and any minister who
ventured to serve them was executed. Laymen were blown up
with gunpowder, burned in their homes , and the Lutheran Church
all but exterminated. Those who survived settled in the se-
cluded valleys of the Windish-Matrey district near the town of
I'efferegg, or Teffereck, near the extreme southern border of
the province,=°

All through the period of the Thirty Years' War the
Salzburger Lutherans enjoyed peace by calmly submitting to all
external regulations. The authorities kmew little of the pri-
vate influences that were growing, the worship in cellars and
mountain-fastnesses, the careful evangelical training the chil-
dren were receiving, the Bibles and devotional books that were
in eirculation.* '

It wasn't until 1683 that a thoroughly lLutheran congre-
gation was discovered in the Tefferegger-Thal., It had existed
for almoet fifty years undetected and unmolested. In the
depths and darkness of the ravines of the Tyrolese Alps true
faith had found a safe retreat., Although the people had no
minister, they met at night in the forests or mines for mutual
edification, singing and prayer. They read the Scriptures,
Luther's and Spangenberg's sermons, the Augsburg Confession,

30. Strobel, op. c%t. p. 5.
21. Jacobs,’gg. ci .,’p. 151,
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the Small Catechiem, and many other evangelical writings,
They occasionally attended the Catholic church in town to
partake of the Lord's Supper, but they were regarded with sus-—
Piolon by the public authoritiee and called "Secret Lutherans®
by the local priests.3s

During the early part of the regime (1668-1687) of Arch-
bishop Maximilian Gondolph, a Jesuit priest was appointed to
the church in Teffereck to keep an eye on the Lutherans in the
valleys, True to the general character of his order in those
days he was haughty, violent and intolerant, and the people
attended church less and less and often arose and left when

the pure Christian doctrines were blzo,uphelllecl.:"3

Toward the end of 1884 the Archbishop Maximilian Gondolph

issued an edict, driving out of the country, in uidnuter,u

all Protestants refusing to be converted, and requiring all
fathers and mothers to leave behind them all children under
fourteen years of age, that they might be brought up in the

&5

Roman Catholic religion. =~ About 1,000 men and women were

exiled in the severest weather and over 800 children were to_rn

a8 The exiles met a kind reception in

from their parents.
Swabia and Central Germany, especially in the free cities of

Ruremberg and Frankfort,2' but the indignation which was

28. Goeckin ODe. to’ po 96 f'
5 axranel o0 Gl b.E

24. Goecking, op. ¢it., p. 36.
25. Hagenbach, op. cit., p. 48.
268, Dallmann, op. .y Po 98,
a7. ﬂagenbach, 9_2- o9 Po 48.
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generally aroused throughout Europe at this direct violatiom
of the terms of the Treaty of ‘i'ieatphaliaaa was answered by the
claim that the Salzburgers were neither Lutheran nor Reformed,
and therefore could not claim its protection.ag
But again, despite the intense and heartless persecutions
to which the Salzburg Luther&im were constantly exposed, they
remained firm in their faith and bold in their confession. The
gay labor songs of former times now gave place to the earnest
and devout hymns of Luther. The light of their faith illumined
the depths of the Tyrolese mines with the same light with which
the son of the Sexon miner had 1llumined the darkness of the
church a century before. Their homes became arsenals of
evangelical freedom, and the peculiar juriadidtion of the min-
ing region protected the new believers from priestly ingui- ‘
eition.’ The Germen Bible and Luther's writings found their |
way from the darkness of the mine-pits to the hands of the no-
bility and the burghers. To keep these holy books from the
inquisitive eyes of dragoons and priests, their owners hid
them in cellar-vaults and in secret closets in the walls. So
it happened that in breaking through a wall in the Castle of
Auger, near Klausen, in 1830, all sorts of Lutheran books of
the time of the Archduke !'erdimd were disoovercd.so

In 1865 the miners in the vicinity of Hallein made open

28. Gohdes, C. B., "The Story of the Salzburg Faith®
%ﬁgeran Standard, (April 7, 1934), p. 5 f.

L] acObﬂ, 9_2. Olt., po 151.
30. Weber, B., Tyrol und die Reformation (Imnsbruck,
1841) p. 48.
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confession of their evangelical faith under the leadership of
one of their own number, Joseph Schaitberger, a poor miner
with no education. Archbishop Gandolph immediately cited them
to court at Hallein, and on their confession of Luther's doe-
trinees put them in prison and 'chains without any further trial.
After three days' confinement and punishment in Hallein, they
were taken to Salzburg for a higher trial, questioned, im-
prisoned for fifty days and beaten at regular intervals. _Dur-
ing their captivity they were visited by two old Capuchin monks
who were sent by the Archbishop to convert them, but who were
astounded and confounded by the prisoners' apt quotations from
Scripture. When all reasonable attempts to get the miners to
recant their faith failed, they were tortured and threatened,

but all to no ava.tl.sl

When the archbishop finally asked for a written state-
ment of their doctrines, so he could pass judgement, a fan?l.
confession was drawn up by the faithful Joseph 8¢ha.1tbergej
Although the entire document is contained in Goecking's co :
prehensive account of the Salzburgers, just a few lines thm%ld_
suffice here to give the general gist and tone of this historic
document, It begins thus:

"Most noble Prince, our most gracious Lord: Those are

truly strong and terrible words, which our Lord Jesus

Chriet Himself has spoken to hypocritical Christians,

who deny their faith before the world, when He says:
'He that ie ashamed of Me and denies Me before men, of

316 stI'Obel, _Ql’ Q;to’ pt 6 fb
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him will I be.ashaméd, and will deny him before My Father
and the holy angels.' Luke IX, Matt. X. These words,
may 1t please your princely grace, move us not to deny
our faith before men, lest we should prove to be hypo-
crites in the sight of God and of men, which God prevent.®
The confession goes on %o say that the prisoners have always
been dutiful and loyal subjects of the government, rendering
to both Caesar and God their dues, but obeying God rather
than man in spiritual matters. Archbishop Gandolf questioned
them chiefly on the worship of saints and the Lord's Supper,
and their replies to his questions indicate clearly that they
held the doctrine of justification by faith alone through the
merits of Jesus Ohrist.32
The result of Schaitberger's confession was an immediate
and universal persecutio‘n ;f ;11 those even suspected of ad-
hering to the Lutheran faith. They were refused employment
throughout the province, their property confiscateéd, their
booke siezed and burned, and the men put to hard labor on
bread and water, Although recantation promised full restora-
tion of all personal and property rights, very few gave im
to the inquisitorial demands of the priests that they Tre-
nounce Lutheranism as a "new and damnable haresy.'”’ 2%
More than a thousand of them preferred banishment to
the denial of their faith. In the dead of winter they fled
with their wives and childrem, but about 600 of their ohil-

dren were taken from them under pretence of giving them

33. Goecking, op. cit., p. 98 f.
33. Goecking, op. cit., p. 103.
34. Strobel, op. cit., p. 7.
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religious instruction.35 Many of the exiles found homes in
Swabla and Franconia, in Augsburg, Ulm, Rneiuberg, Hohen-

loischen, Wuertembergischen and other oitiea.zs Schaitberger
left his wife and two daughters, who were educated to regard
him as a heretic, and earned his living in Fuernberg by wood-

chopping and wire—pulling.37

As Paul from prison, the noble
and courageous Schaitberger sent circular lettere, "Send-
schreiben," to those who had remained in Salzburg. (These
letters, printed and bound. together, still funet;on among
Evangelical Austrians as devotional literature.°®) Three
times this "patriarch of the exiles" risked his life to
visit and keep alive the embers of the menaced evangelical
faith. His activity and the example he sef of heroic de-
votion to truth and duty, more perhape than any other single
factor, served to keep his contemporary fellow-believers true
and to inspire the coming generation of exiles to fortitude
and endurance.
On February 12, 1685, Friedrich Wilhelm, the Elector
of Brandenburg, wrote to the Archbishop of Salzburg, pro-
testing against the persecutions and reminding Gandolph that
they were in direet violation of the Treaty of Westphalia.
In June of the same year the Corpus Evangelicorum, "Evan-
gelical Representatives," at Regensburg protested and forced
S ot el
37. Hagenbach, Op. . 49,
38. Gobdes, op. cit., (ipru 14, 1934) p. 8.
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the Catholic authoritiee in Salzburg to restore to the Pro-
testants their children and their property right8-39 (The
Corpus Evangelicorum, the Evangelical group in the German
parliament, was set up to safeguard the Protestant interests

in the courts, whereas the Corpus Catholicorum, or Catholic
group, functioned in the interest of the pap-l element in

the realm,49) However, when the naively optimistic Teffe-
reckers returned to their once happy valley, they were re-
viled and beaten, their books taken away and their leaders
thrown in prison. Every family was fined 54 florins, stripped
of their possessions, wives and children separated and several
hundred agzin banned from the country. They were refused shel-
ter, employment and charity within the borders of Salzburg,

and many on reaching a Protestant state died of exhamstsi.on.‘1

Through all these severe trials the Salzburg‘martyra
held fast to their one never-failing source of strength and
hope, the Word ¢fGod. They held their devotions whenever
and wherever possible and ssng the hymns which were especially
adapted to their sad lot,

Schaitberger himself wrote a marching song that voiced
the Salzburg woe 'and the Salzburg faith as no melody not mative
to Salzburg blood and history could have done. ¥ritten in
the homely dialeot of the Teffereck district, it wes all the
better calculated for thaf Teason to strengthen the waning

39. Goecking, op. cit, . 104 £,
40. Gohdes, op. ci 3 = hpru 21, 1934) p. 4.
4l. S8trobel, op. cit., p. 11, 3
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morale of his own and of coming generations, when, bereft by

fanaticism of their entrancing homeland with its clinging

memories, the homeless exiles should seek & place on foreign

8011 where to lay their heads.42

Goecking gives fourteen
stanzas of the "Exulantenlied” in the original dialecf, and
of the English translations (Jacobs, Hagenbach, Reynolds)
that renderéd by Dr. Reynolds, formerly of Capital University,
Columbus, Ohio, comes closest to the original text.

1.

I bin ein armer Exulant,

Aso thu 1 mi schreiba:

Ma thuet ni aus dem Vaterland
Um Gottes Wort vertreiba.

2.4

Dass wass i1 wol, Herr Jesu Christ,
Es ist dir ah so ganga:l

Jetzt will i dein Fachfolger seyn,
Herr! machs nach deim Verlanga.

S

E1 Pilgram bin i halt numehbr,
Mutz rasa fremde Strasa

Das bitt 1 di, mein Gott und Herr,
Du wirst mi nit verlosa,

4.

A steh mi bey, du treuer Gott,
I thu mi di ergeba: :
Verloss mi nit in dieser Foth,
Wanns kasta solt mein Leba.

5.

Den Globa hob i frey bekennt,
Des dorf i1 mi nit schaema,

Wen mo mi glei ein Ketzer nemnt,
Un thut mirs Leba nehma.

43. Gohdes, op. cit., (April 14, 1934) p. 8.
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6.

Ketta un Banda mi mein Ehr,

Um Jesu willa zu dulde,

Un dieses mocht die Glaubena—hchr,
Un nit mein baes Verschulda.

7.

Wann mi der Satan und die Welt
All mein Vermoega rauba,

Bin i do reich, wanna Hers behaelt
Gott un den rechta Globa.

8.

Gott, wie du wilt, 1 gil midrein,
Bey di will i verbleiba:

I will mi gern dem Willa dein
Geduldig unterschreiba.

9,

Mutz i glei in das Elend fort,
Will 1 mi do nit wehrs,

S0 hoff 1 do, Gott wird mi dort
Och gute Freund beschera.

10,

Muss 1 glei fort, in Gottes Nam,
Und wird mir alls genomna,

80 wass 1 wal die Himmels Cron
Yier 1 onmahl bekomma.

11.‘

8o muese i heut von meinem Haus,
Die Kinderl muss i losa,

ilein Gott, es treib mir ’Zaehrel aus
Zu wandern fremde Strosa.

13.

Mein Gott, fuehr mi in eine Stodt,
Wo 1 dein Vort kan hoba,

Darin will i mi frueh un spot

In meinen Hertzel loba.




In English:
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13.

Soll {1 in diesem Jommerthol
Noch laenger in Armuth leba,
80 hoff 1 do, Gott wird mi dort
Ein bessre Wohmng geba.

14,

Der dieses Liedel hot gemocht,
Der wird hid nit genennet:

Des Pabstes Lehr hat er veroght,
Und Christum frey bekennet.

1.

I am a wretched exile here -

Thus muet my name be given --

From native land, and all that's dear,
For God's Word, i am driven,

2e

Full well I know, Lord Jesus Christ,
Thy treatment was no better:

Thy follower I now will be,

To do Thy will I'm debtor.

3.

Henceforth a pilgrim I must be,
Ir foreign climes must wander;

0 Lord! my prayer ascends to Thee,
That Thou my path will ponder.

4.

0 faithful God! be Thou my Stay;
I give me to Thy keeping;
Forsake me not in this my day,
Nor when in death I'm sleeping.

-

Thy faith I freely have confessed:
Dare I deny it? Never!

Not though they call me "heretic,"
And soul and body sever,

43, Goecking, op. cit., p. 612 f.
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8.

My ornzment, the galling chain;

For Jesus' sake I wear it,

And scarcely feel ite weight or pain,
While in His faith I bear it.

7.

Though Saten and the world conspire
To seize each earthly treasure,

If in my heart true faith but dwell,
I'm rich beyond all measure,

8.

Thy will, O God! be done! May I
8%t111 cheerfully obey Thee!

And may Thy arm of power and love
Encompass still, and stay me!

9.

Though I go forth to poverty,

For Christ's sake, I am going,

And see in heaven, reserved for me,
A crown with glory glowing.

10.

Forth from my home I now must go:
My children! Must I leave them?

0 God! My tears in anguish flow --
Shall I no more receive them?

11,

My God, conduct me to a place,
Though in some distant nation,
Where I may have Thy glorious Word,
And learn Thy great salvation.

12,

And though in thie dark vale of tears
I yet awhile must tarry, S
I know that Thou to heaven at iength,
My ransomed soul will carry! 4

44. Strobel, op. cit.,
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Dr. C. B. Gohdes has this to say about this great "Song
of the Exiles."® "Simple poetry that? It is, But the faith
that burns in it defied hell and conquered heaven,"45

Violent persecution of the Salgzburg Lutherans was tem-
porarily halted by the death of Archbishop‘ﬂ{tndolph in 168".48
Under the mild rule of the Archbishops John Ernet and Fran-
ciscus Antonius the poor people enjoyed forty years of com=
parative quiet., By confoming to the outward regulations of
the Roman Church, the Protestants remained more or less um-
molested and even gained in number.“ Deep in the mountain
fastnesses at the conjunction of the Norric and Rhetian Alps,
south of the broad valley of the Salzﬁjﬂiver, “the patient
peasants faithfully served their Lord and prayed that the hand
of persecution might pass them by.

In bales of merchandise Evangelical books were smuggled
into the province over secret mountain pathse. Once in a
while someone would elude the guards and make his way into
the nearest ELwangelical country in order to refresh his soul
at the Table of the Lord. On isolated farmsteads the faithful
gathered to discuse the things that belong to the place of
the soul,

But the spies of the archbishops were many, The friarse
had a keen scent, and the smeil of pork roasting in the oven

on a Friday meant scourging and prison! The very ability to

45.Cohdes, op. cit., (April 14, 1934) p. 8.
4,6.Goeckiég',£_o_g, ciﬁ., p. 386 10s.
47.Goecking, op, Cit., p. 128.
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read was a mark of suspicion, for it usually indicated the
pPresence of vernacular Bibles or books of devotion. The pre-
monitory symptome were there. The storm was due to break+o
Leopoldus Antonius Eleutherius von Firmian, "by the
grace of God Archbishop of Salzburg and prince of the Holy
Roman Empire, perpetual legate of the See of Rome, primate
of Germany, descended of the illustrious family of the Barons
of Firm:la.n,“49 though near his grave, was elected as a dark
horse to the Archiepiscopal throne of Salzburg on October 3,
1737.50 German by name but a native of the Italian part of
the Tyrol, Anton was Teally half Italian by blood. ' Educated
by the Jesuits at the Collegium Germamum in Rome®® he pos-
sessed considerable learning and showed himself good-natured
toward everyone — except his Lutheran subjects. An interest-
ing picture of this Archbishop of the Persecution is quoted

by Dallmann from Baron von Paellnitz, who visited Salzburg

53

in the beginning of April, 1730, He "found the smg little

elerical kingdom in'not disagreeable, though rather mountain-
ous, surroundings.' Poellnitz found the Right Reverend l'athez;
in God a rather sour and surly old fellow, but he waxes en=
thusiastic over the wonderful treasures packed in the 173
luxurious rooms of the splendid palace, and over the stables,

far excelling those of Versailles and holding 150 horses in

48, Gohdes, op. cit., (April 14, 1934) p. 8.
49. Dallm&nn, _0_2. Qt_.. p. 980
50. Hagenbach, op. cit., p.49.
51. Dallmann, Op. gzi{_" , p. 100,
62. Dallmann, op. cit., p. 99.
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two rows, ang over a wonderful open-air riding house, ‘lined
by very high rocks, in which three rows of seats are very art-
fully cut for the spectators when there is any carousal or
combat of wild beasts.' He describes the archbishop's most
princely household with its grand cupbearer, grand steward,
grand huntsman, grand marshal, grand chancellor, down through
multitudinous gentlemen servants, pages, ushers, valets, to
the 38 footmen and the 18 cooks.® .

Ae a consistent Roman Catholic Anton felt constrained

to take some definite action against the Evangelicale, and
this compulsion, combined with hie greed, fondness for drink,
and inordinate devotion to pleasure and sport, made him a
latter Herod in the viciousness and thoroughnese of his
persecutions., His life of Iuxury had hardened his heart,
chronic drunkenness had clouded his mind, and the chase had
made him reckless, a second Fimrod.

Hearing one day, when in his cups, ‘new tales of Protestant
growth in his dominions, he swore that he would "drive the '
heretics out of the land, even if their fields overgrew with
thorns and thistles.">° He kept his oath -- and his country
lost vast numbers of intelligent, frugal, progressive people.

Anton and his chancellor, Hieronymus Christian von
Raell, aleo an Itzlian Tyrolese, at first used very mudl
meane in their resolve to restore the unity of faith in
Salzburg. Jesuit priests were summoned from Austria to pre-

sent Catholicism in its most beautiful -form, and by every

53, Goecking, op. mw p. 130,
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theatrical art to try to attract the erring Evangelicals
back to the right path. Thcse whe confessed Lutheran doc-
trinee were to be ferretel cut ard brought as peaceably as
possible back into the Roman fold,>* | -

But, almost impreceptibly, ounning passed over into vio-
lence. Bibles anddevotional books were taken from the Pro-
testants, and in their place were put by force the rosary and
the scapulary. Those who objected were treated as rebelcass
Lutherans wefe fined two florins for every absence from the
Catholic service without excuse, ten to forty florins for
eating meat on Fridayes. Prisoners were stripped to their
shirts and pricked with ox-goade, so that you could hear their
cries in the street. They were beaten "brown and blue" and
Jamwed into prisons, "lying crosswise for want of room"‘?s
Hane Lerchener, of Obermais, in the jurisdiction of Radstadt,
and Veit Breme of Unterschwabock, in the jurisdiction of
Werfen, were put in irons because they would neither deliver
up their Bibles nor abjure their #ith. Leaving nine imma-
ture children to mourn their departure they were driven over
the border intoc Regensburg (Ratisbon), on the upper Danube,
the first two of a throng of exiles that was to mount into
numbers exceeding thirty thousand.sv

In January, 1730, these two exiles laid their complaint

before the Corpus Evangelicorum convened at Regensburg.

65. Goecking, op. cit., p. 132 f.
56. Dallmann, op. cit., p. 100.
57. Goecking, op. cit., p. 134 £,
58, Goecking, op. git., p 134.

54, Hagenbach, op. cét.. p. 49

%1
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These officials of the evangelical estates addressed a letter
%0 Baron von Zillerberg, the plenipotentiary of the arch-
bishop a% the Diet, but their grievance was ignored., A
letter addressed to the archbishop himself brought results
that would have been amueing but for the hypocrisy disclosed.
Gohdes has = gem of a paragraph on the reception in Salzburg
of the news of the exiles' complaint to the Evangelical
Representatives in Regensburg.

"The bishop almost dropped his crozier in astonish-
ment at the very possibility of such 2 mistake. There
was a shrugging of shoulders, an arching of eyebrows,

a deprec-tory turning up of hands. Lutherans? In Salz-
burg? Violating the terms of the Peace of Westphalia?
Intolerance in the dominioms of Herr Baron von Firmian?
Cruelty beneath the bishop's crozier? Why, there were
no Lutherans in Salzburg; nor a Lutherap Church; nor a
Lutheran organization! There had never been anything
like the administration of a sacrament after the Lutheran
fashion. A mistake, gentlemen of the Corpus Evangelico-
Tum, due to the slanders spread by rebellious, disgruntled
Catholic subjects ruled over with fatherly aoiicitude!
To encourage those by false sympathy would be highly im-
Judicious; thoroughly umneighborly in fact! The arch-
bishop was deeply grieved over the unjust s agéclon

cast upon him by other members of the Realm!®

8o the archbishop addressed the Diet at Regensburg. But
for his evangelical subjects in Salzburg he played another
tune, 2 dirge of insult, outrage and violence. Persecution
was not only continued, but became worse and worse. The
Lutherans who refused to adopt the pop;:"sh greeting, "Gelobet
sey Jesus Christus!," which was used in any and every en-
counter from "Spielhaus" to "Sauffhaué,' were scourged, fined,

or imprisoned -- or all three.ao A certain Simon Ratzenberger

59. ' Gohdes, op. oit., (April 21, 1934) p. 5.

————

60. Goecking, op. ¢it., p. 138 f.
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was fined a hundred guilders for eating “Metzelsuppe" (soup
made cut of sausage meat) on a fast-day. Women as well as
men were mercilessly beaten for purchasing or possessing
booke not authorized by the a.rchbishop.sl ;

A second cry of protest reached the ears of the author-
1ties at Regensburg, but the dilatory transaction of business
there was not calculated to bring speedy re].iei.’.s2 However,
Lutheranism could be oppressed, but it could not be sup~ .
pressed. 1In fact, it progressed in mumbers and determination,
80 that the Pongau district contained in the first quaiter
of the eighteenth century twenty-thousand evangelical ‘oe.aliewa:l's.e3

After insult had been carried to the highest possible
pitch by the house-searchings and quartering of soldiers among
the people, the Protestants felt more than ever the necessity
of a close and firm bond, a covenant for life and death., On
July 10, 1931 ("im Monat Julic, vierzehn rage'vqr Jecobi"®4),
in the early morning twilight, more than three hundred men
from every section of the province wended their way over the
rocky mountain trails and down to Schwarzach, a market village
in the jurisdiction of Goldecker. Michael Gassner, the town-
councillor, called on all those who had the desire to boldly
confess the Evangelical faith to remain, and all others to
leave. Two left. The rest gathered in the inn and surround-

ed a table on which was placed a vessel of salt. One by one,

8l. Gohdes, op. git., (April 31, 1934) p. 5.
62. Hagenbach, op. cit., p. 50.
3. Gohdes, op. cit., (April 31, 1934) p. 5.
64. Goecking, op. _;ﬁ., p. 156,
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each man knelt with bare head in silent prayer, rose, dipped
the whetted fingers of his right hand into the salt, and 1ift-
ing them toward heaven took a solemn oath, To the true,
Triune God they swore never to desert the evangelical faith,
but to suffer the loss of freedom, goods, country and life
rather than deny the Gospel and its Ohrist. Then they swal-
lowed the salt, according to an ancient country custom, as a
kind of sacramental wafer.ss 66 ST SNRe 0t scoffer has
painted a caricature of this solemn event upon the very table

around which it centered,m

but history has honored the va-
liant men who there pledged themselves to freedom of com-
sclence, truth, and the sovereignty of the individual soul.

Three days after the (_!ovenant of Salt the Evangelicals

presented their Lutheran Confession to the archbishop's com-
mission. Goecking lists the number of Lutherans who subscrib-

ed to the confession by towns and pariches.

Werffen 3100
Bischofshofen 742
8t. Johannis 2500
St. Veit
axenbac -
Radstadt €600
Wagrain 1438
Gross-Url 500
Gastein 500
Abtenau . : 300
In der Leagang zu Ssalfeld 2000 :
Total 30578 Persons’

65. Goecking, op. cit., p. 154, 1.

66. Hagenbacﬁ,"_%_g. gy;_:, p. 50.

87. Wolf, op. cit., p. 189,

68. Dallmann, op. eit. p. 100..

89. Gohdes, op. cit.,(April 21, 1934) p. 5.
70. 1Ibid.

71. Goecking, op. cit., p. 156.
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When the news of the Salt Covenant of Schwarzach came
%o the ears of the archbishop, he envisioned immediate '1n-
surrection, as did the cantonal governors of Switzerland in
the previous century when they heard of the Gruetli Cove-
nant. It was rumored through the country that the Protestants
had formed & conspiracy at Schwarzach for the murder of all
Catholics., "Self-defence" became an immediate necessity.
Archbishop Anton appealed to the Emperor Charles VI at
Vienna for troops, and-on September 33, 1731, over a thou-
sand Austrian foot-soldiers appeared in Salzburg, followed
by three regiments of cavaliy in Oc:i:ober.?a Besides the
quartering of these troops among evangelical families, the
Protestants were dehied all rights of burial, marriage and
baptism.73 and were forbidden to participate in devotional
meetings., Outright murder and the violation of women were
forbidden, but beyond that the dragoons had the run of the
Lutheran settlements -- scourging, pillaging, burning,
plundering.

But again the faith moved forward, Among the soldiers
who had once been troopers of Prince Eugene were found many
Protestants who, 1nsrtea.d of obpressing their brethren in the
faith, entered into Christian fellowship with them through
the reading of the Bible and prayer. However, these were
soon replaced by men more inclined to carry out the arch-

bishop's persecution program, Probably the most dastardly

73. Hagenbach, op. ecit., p. 51.
73. Goecking,’g;g. ci .,'p-157 f.




single act of the Salzburg persecution occurred around
llicha,elmas, when the persons who were regaréed ag the leaders
of the party were taken from their beds in the dead of night
and dragged in chains to Salzburg; where horrible prisons
awaited them,'?

Meanwhile, according to one of the resolutions of the
meeting at Schwarzach, a commission was on its way to
Ratisbon to ask the evangelical representatives in the Ger-
ban Diet to interfere on hehalf of the Lutherans in Salzburg.
But their task was none too easy. All the passes were guarded,
and emigration was a crime punishable by death. The commis-
sion, making its way along the steepest, remotest passes of
the Alps, was intercepted. Three of thé groupsho had regular
passes were allowed to cross the frontier, but the othere were
sent back under guard as heretics and rebels, The three men
who reached Ratisbon were sorely disappointed, for the repre-
sentatives of the Evangelical lands and cities were avay on
furlough. From Ratisbon they went to Frankfort-on-Main, but
8till with no success.75 Finally two of the men, Peter
Heldensteiner and Nicholas Forstreuter, reached Hesse-Cassel,
where the Swedish King Frederick happened to be sojourning.
At Cassel they were received sympathetically, but, woﬂu-
nately, not urselfishly. Having heard of the great skill of
the Tyrolese in the manufacture of toys and of the ability
of the Salzburg miners, King Frederick thought of befriending

74. Hagenbach, op. cit., p. 51.
75. Gohdes, op. cit., (April 31, 1934) p. 6.
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these dissenting mountaineers for the purpose of gaining
capable workmen ae woodcarvers and iron emelters in Sweden.
But when he found out that the famous wood-carvers of whom
he had heard lived in Berchtesgaden instead of Salzburg, and
that mining and iron smelting are different occupations,

his zeal and eympathy cooled almost st once. The homor of
Tecelving the expatrizted Salzburgers was to fall to another
great emperor, Frederick Willism I, King of Prussia.

On October 33, 1731, King Frederick of Prussia wrote
to Archbishop Anton in Selzburg protesting the persecution
of the Protestants and threatening stern reprisals on his
Catholic subjects,’© as did also the King of England and the

"7 Phe Kaiser quite pointedly reminded the

King of Demmark.
ecclesiestical governor of Article V of the Peace of West-
Phalia, under which the Lutherans should have at least been
allowed tc emigrate. When Heldensteiner and Forstreuter

were turned away from Cassel to Berlin, they were received
kindly, but cautiously, for rumors of their "heretical tenden-
cies" had preceded them., Frederick William had both the
Salzburgers carefully examined by his theologians, Provosts
Roloff and Reinbeck,78 and only when they were found ortho-
dox 'and in agreement with the Augeburg Confession did the
king promise them assistance and a place of refuge, provided

they should be driven out of their own country.

76. Goeoking. lo 2_’_._1_5_.. p. 164.
?7. Dallmann, op. cit., p. 100
78. Goecking, op. cit., p. 165 f.
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However, before this news was promulgated, the Archbiupop
in Salzburg issued a document which is known as the;ﬁligra-
tion Patent of 17:51.> Winter had already set in on the high-
lands of the province of Salzburg when the Patent was signed
and sealed -- on October 31, Reformation Day.79 Ten days
later, on the anniversary of the birth of the great Reformer,
the resources of the realm were mobilized to carry into effect
the most terrible and thorough persecution the Protestants ever
suffered at the hands of the Roman Catholics.

C. B, Gohdes gives a very good English translation of
the main points of the Patent.ao The archbishop decreed:

. 1. "That all who are devoted to the Evangelical
religion shall emigrate and henceforth avoid the archi-
eplscopal See of Salzburg, under penalty of confiscation
of property or even death; ,

2. "That all inhabitants not possessed of real
estate shall leave the country within one week or incur
condign punishment, without any hope of mercy whatever;

3. "That all our (Fvangelical) subjects employed
in mines, saltworke, lumber camps, smelters or else-
where, are to be dismissed forthwith and leave the
country; > ; :

4. "That all Evengelical burgers and craftsmen in
cities and market-towns shall be considered guilty of
perjury, be deprived of their rights as citizens and mem-
bers of guilde and, likewise, leave the country; s

5. "That all Evangelical landed proprietors shall
emigrate, with the proviso that a period of from one
to three months, according to the amount of land they
own, shall be granted them for the purpose of disposing
of iheir property, one tenth of the proceedes to be paid
into the state treasury as a fee,"

79. Goecking, op. cit., p. 310 £.
80. Gohdes, op. cit., (April 28, 1934) p. 4.
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Only those who within fifteen days should repent of their
errors and abjure them, and should formally return to the
Church ofRome, were offered meroy.81

The reaction to this expulsion decree throughout Pro-
teatant Europe was immediate and outspoken. But even the
protests and threats of the evangelical representatives at

83 The archbishop maintained that

Regensburg were ignored.
these people were rebels, and thet as such he had the right
to expel them. His one concession was to permit reaily per-
manent residents to remain through the hardest part of the
winter, fixing St. George's Day of 1732 as the absolute limit
of their stay.83

But in the meanwhile, to imprese those who were not
excepted, he called in two squadrons of dragoons, and on
November 24 these soldiers of fortune dashed through the
Lutheran settlements and drove out whole villages, tearing
wives from their husbznds and children from their motlwrs.84
Bibles were burned, and the pocr peasants were taken to the
archbishop's palace and conﬂned in the cruelest' prisons
before being allowed to leave the country.

From December, 1731, to November, 1732, more than 30,000
exiles left Salzburg at various intervals and in numgrous

companies., During the severest months of the year the wmartyrs

8l. Hagenbach, op. cit., p. 53.

82. Das Neueste von denen Salgburgischen Migrations-
Actie (Frankfurt and Leipzig, 1732§ p. 38 1.

83. Goecking, op. cit., p. 237 f.

84. Dallmann, op. ¢cit., p. 101.




-3 7=

braved outrage, barbarity and oppression, gave up all but the
most necessary earthly possessions, to be free of a despotism
that kept them from worshipping their God in sincerity and
truth. Column by column the exiles marched through the lﬁgh
pgssea of the Alps, singing the great Lutheran hyamne that had
Sprung from the darkness of poverty and the throes of perse-
cution in previous centuries. Schaitberger's "Exulantenlied,”
Luther's "Mighty Fortress" and the famous Reformation hymn,
"lord, Keep Us in Thy Word and Work," echoed from the snow-
covered hillsides on the Salzburgers' marchv to freedom., Un-
der CGod's free sky the exiles moved along over the roads which
His good angels threw open for them, From the beloved father-
land that had become a land of hormor and oppreseion for them
they wended their way ever towards fairer climes, where they
could at least breathe the free air of liberty and worship
their God in the simplicity and sincerity of their hearts,




Chapter II
The Dispersion and Emigration to America

Coloxrful King Frederick William I of Prussia proved to
be the best friend the Salgburg exiles had in all Europe.
He himself, Reformed -- hie wife, Lutheranl--— ‘he rendered
the homeless Christians of Salzburg a service truly worthy
of royalty. As soon as he had the necesséry facts and in-
formation, he countered the "emmigration patent® of the arch-
bishop of Salzburg with an "immigration patent® of his own.

. On February 2, 1732, he wrote to the distressed Salz-
burgers that, "from royal Christian pity and heart-felt
sympathy he would reach them a loving hand, _énd receive them
into his country." Every thoroughfare of hie kingdom should
be open to them, and all princes and states whose countries
they might touch in passing should be entreated to aid them
in their journey. Every man should have for his daily ex=
penses four groschens, every woman and maiden three groschens,
and every child two, to be paid out of the king's exchequer.
They were to enjoy, if they settled, all the privileges and

1. Gohdes, gop. cit., (April 28, 1934) p. 5.
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rights which belonged to other colonists, among which non—
1iability to taxation and other favors were especially under-

stood.a S

At the same time he sent a duly accredited special
commissioner, John Goebel, to Regensburg, to receive the emi-
grants and conduct them into Prussia. He particularly invited
the exiles to settle in Lithuania, Tilsit, and the Memel re-
glon, where the Teutsch Ritters had been ruined in the great
battle of Tannenberg.‘]' Denmark, Sweden, and the Republic of
Holland, as well as other Protestant countries, also opened
their doors wide to the exiles and domated coneiderable sums
for their relief until they should find permanent homes.

5
Goecking 1ists the chief contributions:
Gulggn
1) BSe. Koenigl. Majestaet von Gross-Britannien R

3) Se. Koenigl. Majestaet von Schweden 8,000
3) Die Stadt Hamburg , 18,333
4) Die Stadt Regensburg 2,773
5) Die Collecte in dasiger Hollaendische Kirche 338
8) Franckfurt am Mayn auf Abschlag . 23,000
7] Die Stadt Worms 800
8) Die Stadt Wetzlar 484
9) Die Stadt Speyer 160
10) Ein ungenennter Freund 150
11) Schwartzburg-Sondershausen 75
12) Herr Wichelhausen in Bremen e A%

Summa 33,938
Once the permission of tresspass of neighboring countries

was obtained, the Salzburgers marched forth in search of homes,’
To keep the record straight we shall list first the four dif-

ferent routes as they were followed by the four major groups

3. Goecking, op. cit., p. 362 f.
3. Hagenbach, op. cit., p. 54.
4. Dallmann, op. Q%., p. 101,
5. Goecking, op. cit., p. 392 f.
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of emigrants, and then teke note of some of the more important
Or interesting incidents that befell them on the way. Goecking
givee minute details of the respective expeditions, but un-
fortunately space permits only the mention of a few of the

more outetanding events,

The first and largest troop of exiles, 800 souls, left
Salzburg on November 30, 1731. They gathered at Dittmaningen,
Wagingen and Teisendorf,e’ passed through Bavaria with much
difficulty, and began their merch through Germany, touching
at the following cities: Kauffbeuern, Kempten, Memmingen,

: Augsburg, Noerdlingen, Aurach, Duenckelspiel, Im Oettingischen,
Im Anspchischen, Nuernberg, Thuernau, Im Margrafthum Bayreuth,
Schwelnfurt, Asch, Coburg, Hildburghausen, Dermstedt, Frauck-
furt, Giessén, Wesel, Plauen, Zwickau, Schlaitz, Gera, Alten-

- burg, Saalfeld, Rudelstedt, Borne, Chemnitz, Freyberg, Dresden,
Meissen, Zeitz, Jena, Erfurt, Weimar, Arnstadt, Gotha, Weise-
senfels, Merseburg, Eisenach, Naumburg, Querfurt, Eisleben,
Artern, Leipzig, Zoerbig, Dieskau, xmn, Guedenberg, Schleesen,
Delitsch, Bitterfeld, Waldenburg, Penick, Rochlitz, Grimm,
Wurtzen, Brettin, Halle, Langenfaltsza, Sondershaunen, Ford-
hausen, Wittenberg, Quedlinburg, Wernigerada, Halberstadt,
Magdeburg, Coethen, Zerbst, Coswic, Roslau, Waltemtehburg,
Bernburg, Barby, Wettin, Rosenburg, Breitenhagen, Alsleben,
Klein Zerbet, Acken, Ratenau, Nauen, Lohburg, Zigeser, Goertzke,
Beltzig, Treuenbrietzen, Greiffenhayngen, Belitz, Closter

8. Goecking, op. g¢it., p. 319.
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Leitzkau, Brandenmburg, Burg, Tremmen, Genthin, Wurstermarck,
Spandau, Potedam, Stendal, Tangermuende, Franckfurt, Berlin.
The firet group arrived in Berlin on April 30, 1733. By
April 15, 1733, 17,038 Salsburg exiles had arrived in Berlinm.'

The second large body of exiles started from Goldegg on
February 3, 1733. Their itinerary was as follows: Goldegg,
Sal'zburg, Teisendorff, Bayrischen Graentze, Memmingen, Ulm,
Aurach, Heidelberg, Darmstadt, Franckfurt am Mgn, Friedeberg,
Butsbach, Giessen, Marpurg, Cassel im Heegen-Laude, Werni-
gerode, Halberstadt, Madgeburg, Potsdamm, !B‘e:.'lin..8

On the sixteenth of May, the third group, comsisting of
about 400 persons, started from Werffen. They journeyed by
way of Golling, Hallein, Salzburg, Waging, Altenmarck, Wasser-
burg, Pfaffenhofen, Freysing, Rain, Schwaebische, Donawerth,
Harburg, Cettingen, Wassertruedingen, Anspach, Nuernberg,
Erlangen, Bamberg, Culmbach, Hof, Neustadt, Jena, Naumberg,
Merseburg, Halle, Roslau, Potsdamm, %o Be:.'lin.9

The fourth large body of emigrants left St. Veit on July
35, 1732, and passed through the following cities: Werffen,
Hallein, Balzburg, Teisendorff, Druchting, Pruthing, iibling,
Frissenhann, Stoefling, Landsberg, Mindelheim, Memmingenm,
Weilheim, Steinheim, Leiza, Noerdlingen, Duerckelspiel,
Breitenau, Deeléu, Fransbeim, Schauerhein, Obersteinbach,

Wasserleben, Abtschwind, Schweinfurt, Keinigsberg, Roemhild

7. Goecking, op. cit., p. 310 £,
8. Goecking, op. cit.,, p. 300 f.
9. Goecking, op. cit., p. 303 f.
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in Francken, Meiningen, Wassinger, Schmalcalden, Salzungen,
Eisenach, Langensaltz, Muelhausen, Dorffam Coellen, Northausen,
Werningerode, Halberstadt, Oschersleben, Neuenhaltensleben, |
Stendal, Ratenau, Nauen, Spandau and Berlinj.lo
Bancroft has a classic paragraph dsadribing the march of
the first group of exiles from Salzburg. "They were indeed a
noble army of martyrs going forth in the strength of God, and
$riumphing in the faith of the Gospel, under the severest
hardehips and the most rigorous persecutions, They were mar-
shalled under no banners, save that of the cross, and were
preceded by no leaders save their spiritual teachers and the
great Captain of their ea.lvation."n
As we can very well imagine, the Salzburgers did not
meet with the same reception all along the line of their march.
But the opposition and insult which they experienced while pass-
ing through Catholic territory was more than equalled by the
kindness and sympathy shown them everywhere by their Lutheran
brethren. Although Archbishop Anton had besought the Roman
Catholic cities and countries through which the exiles might
pase not to hinder their progress, they still met here and
there with opposition. Passing through Bavaria they were
ridiculed, insulted, embarrassed and delayed, and some of the
poor people were even herded into concentration camps.

The Catholic portion of the city of Augsburg especially

10. Goecking - 11. p. 309.
11. Strobel, ’j_.n ¢it., p. 40.
12, Gohdes, op. cit., (April 28, 1934) p. 5.

-
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di'tinsuiehed itself for its hardness.  When the exiles drew
near to the gates of the city in whose castle the first con-
fession of Protestant Christendom was proclaimed, the Catholic
¢ouncil and mayor ordered the massive outer gates shut immedi-
ately, as if the little band of 300 exiles had been a hostile
army, 13 However, the Evangelical City Council and influential
Lutheran citizens forced the Catholic officiala to admit the
martyrs, and pastors, princes, professors and students vied
With each other in doing honor to these eighteenth century
martyrg.14 We shall hear more ofAugsburg later,

At Donauworth, & city entirely under & Catholic govern—
ment, the Salzburgers were threatened with hanging and burning
as heretical dogs,>® and chased by night beyond the city limits.

In Anspach the joy at the arrival of the exiled brothers
in the faith was so great that bells were rung throughout the

town, and "nothing was heard but a peal of welcome from far

and near."16

The Bishop of Bamberg refused to let the emigrants pass

through his terr:ltory.17

At Erlangen the Serene Dowager took fifty of the Salz-
burgers into her own house, and wealthy burghers took care of

twelve, fifteen and eighteen, They were given douinia' %

attempts were even made to adopt some of the children.

13. Hagenbach, op. cit., p. 55.
14. Strobel, op. cit., P. 41.
15, Dallmann, op. ¢it., P. 101.
16. Dallmann, 9p, cit., ». 101
17. -

18. %‘%’f . p. 102.
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In Klein-Noerdlingen the buckets atop the welle were
hidden lest they be defiled by quenching "heretic" thiret.ls

In the cold of February, 1732, Foerdlingen in Bavaria,
Teceived 331 needySalzburgers. Two chief pastors, the teacher
and his pupile, and several hundred citizens escorted them inmto
the town and arrenged for their lodgings. For the first three
daye each one received a ration of a half pound of meat,
bread, and a measure of beer —- thereafter bread and six
kreutzers. Besides the supplies from the city, the citizens
sent them food daily or dined them at home in parties of four
or five. On Sunday they were given special sermons, and the
collection for them amounted to no leeé than 800 gulden.ao

The bishop of Wuerzburg forbade his subjects to take

Salzburgers in, and for merely lying on the ground or tzking

& cup of water they had to pay a toll.31

At Baireuth they went in a body to church on Good Friday,

and were afterwards invited to the palace and other large
homes for dinner, and given much money and other gifta.az

Very often even Protestants regarded the Salzburg move-
ment distrustfully, bacause everywhere reports had been cir-

culated that the exiles were a stubborn, head-strong, radical

lot, who regarded no authority and were resolved to do just
ag they pleased. Even the Lutheran Superintendent Cyprianm,
of Gotha, doubted whether or not they ought to be received

30, Dallmann, op. eit., p. 103.
21. Gohdes, 9p. cit., (April 28, 1934) p. B.

33. Dallmanu, op. cit., p. 103.
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&nd permitted to enjoy public benefita.aa‘
"But this fog of prejudice soon scattered. Men came
to honor in them the martyra'of the truth, She'instruments of

God who were calledagain to awaken a dead Christianity. - They

Were regarded as a leaven which should again move and inepire
the sluggish mase of evéngelical Protestantism. The more
favorable were the reporte respecting the patience with which
they bore their fate, the beautiful, Guiet order of their
marches, their exemplary deportment ir the cltieé and in their
Quarters, and concerning the evangelical apirit‘which they
éverywhere displayed, the higher rose fhe common enthusiasm
for them, and the stronger became the desire to provide for
them and do them good. Their march through Germany assumed

more and more the form of a triumphal procession,"34

One particularly interesting episode occurred near
Oetingen, and later became the theme for Goethe's immortal
epic, "Hermann and Dorothea." It is typical of the hunan.

interest incidents in which the history of the Salzburgers is
80 Tich. Hagenbach's literal translation of Goeoking'a35

account preservass much of the quaintness of the original story.

_ "The wonderful dealings of God with a Salzburg
maiden, who, for religion's sake, left father and mother,
and was so strangely married on her jouruey.... This
maiden went with her fellowecountrymen without knowing
how it would go with her, or whither God would lead her.
As she journeyed through Oetingen, the son of a rich
citizen of Altmuehl approached her, and asked her how

she liked the country., Her answer wae, 'Very well, sir.'

323. Haogenbach, op. cit., p. 565.
324. Hagenbach, op. cit., p. 55..
25‘. GOQCking’ Op. cito’ p‘o 671.




He further asked her how she would like to enter the ser-
vice of his father. She answered, 'Quite well, she would
be faithful and industrious if allowed to enter his ser-
vice.' Thereupon she recounted to him what farm work

®he understood. She could feed the cattle, milk the cows,
work in the field, make hay, and perform all similer
work. How, this young man's father had often advised him
to m=rry, but he had never been able to bringhimself to

@& conclusion about the matter. But when the emigrants
bassed through, and he saw this maiden, she suited him.
He went at once to his father and reminded him how often
he had advised him to marry, and informed him that he

had now selected a bride. He begged that his father would
allow him to take her. His father asked who she was. He
Teplied that she was a Salzburg maiden who pleased him
well, and if he could mot be allowed to have her, he was
resolved never to marry at all. When his father and his
friends, together with the preacher, who had been called
in, had labored in vain to get the notion out of his

head, his wish wae at last yielded to, and he brought the
maiden and presented her to his father. The girl knew
waught of anything save the talk of engaging her as a
servant, and hence she went with the young man to his
father's house. The father, however, supposed that the
young man had already opened his heart to the maiden.

He therefore asked her how his son suited her, and whether
she was willing to marry him. Knowing nothing of this,
she supposed they were ridiculing her. She begsn, there-
upon, to say that she would not be mocked; she had been
sought as a servant, and with that understanding she had
followed his son to his house. If they wished her in
that capacity she would show herself faithful and indus-
trious, and earn her bread, but she would not allow her-
gelf to be derided. The father, however, stuck to it that
he meant what he said, and the son told her his true
reason for bringing herto his father's house, namely,

that he had an earnest wish to marry her. The maiden
looked at him, stood still for a little while, and finally
said, that if he was in earnest and wished really to> have
her, she was content, and would regard hiy as the eye in
her head. The son then handed her a marriage pledge.

She, however, reached into her bosom and drew out a purse
containing 200 ducats, seying, she would also present him
with a trifle. The betrotument was thus completed."26

Rather than attempt a minute account of the ;eeeption of
the Salzburg exiles in all the cities through which they march-
ed, we shall present a reliable description of one oity'that

36. Hagenbach, op. cit., p. 57 f.
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ie more or less typical of the rest, World-famous Leipzig
was particularly kind to the Salzburgers, and deserves to be
Temembered for its benevolence.,

We take our account from "Geistliche Fama" (Vol VII,
P. 58 ff.) as translated by Hagenbach.2' The report was

written from Freiburg in the Wetterau and speaks of the

group of about 800 who arrived at Leipzig on June }3, 1?32.38

"During the present week two hundred and fifty of
the Salzburg emigrants have passed through this place.
They are mostly young people, from sixteen, eighteen,
and twenty years and upward, the greater part of them
servants; a simple, honest people, longing for, and seek-
ing after, God from the heart; among whom a true, prac-
tical Christianity was to be seen, heard, and felt, al-
though but few of them could either read or write. The
desire among them to read, however, is most intense;
they care more for an A-B-C book than most others for a
whole library. S8implicity, honesty, and unfeigned fear
of God shine out from their eyes and from all their con-
duct. They are very modest, decent, thankful, and un-
commonly temperate; eat and drink but little, and take
nothing beyond their necessities; they are happy, con-
tented, and quiet. Though only servants among oxen,
horses and cattle, they conduct themselves more becom-
ingly than many who set themselves up for moralists.

To their elders, who can read, they are very obedient,
and without their permission will neither pledge them-
selves to anything, nor receive, nor spend a single
heller. The greatest general cannot boast 0 so obedient
& command, and their eiders are all unconscious of their
own power, because everything is done in love. Their
clothing is very poor. The men wear short jackets of
the coarsest stuff, wide linen breeches, mostly green
or blue stockings, and shoes fastened with strings. The
women dress in short coats reaching down no further than
the knee; their headgear consiste universally of a greem
bonnet. In stature they are about of middles size. Of
the 0ld people among them it was observed that, for the
most part, they were continually groaning and pranng,
and that in church they wept copiously though silently.
They esteem themselves unworthy of the great kindness
they receive, and praise God with uncommon heartiness

37, Hagenbach, op. ecit., p. 63 f.
28, Goecking, ’g'p'_? cit., p. 415 f.



for His gracious care and mercy. They say that if their
countrymen at home knew how well they are faring here,
more than half the country, Catholice as well as others,
would rise up and follow them. They were told that the
men would all be sent to the galleys, and that the women
would be drowned, My view of the matter is, that these
people are called once more to awaken our dead Christian-
ity to practical religion before the Lord shall bring
upon it the ruin which the intelligent among them expect
':'ln what they call the year '34, which, with them, passes
pro anno revolutorio." :
"God has also made for Himself a great name among
them by the miracles and deliverances He has wrought.
While they wandered about, lost in the wilderness, and
for eight days had nothing to eat, God brought them %o
trees on which they found bread. With one voice they
all agree, that, before they left their own country they
frequently found sugar growing on the trees. It is gquite
remarkable that in 211 places the Jews gontributed great
aid to them, I talked with a women among them who gave
such an evidence of knowledge in divine things as aston-
ished me, and who was observed to pay great attemtion in
Church., It is a pity that no one has carefully ascer-
tained her history. She was especially inquired of how
she felt toward the authorities ofher country, and she
answered: 'The prince knew very little of their treat-
ment; they prayed diligently for him and for the whole
country. Love your enemies; God willed it so; and they
had done her people more good than ill.' In short, they
are practical theologians. In the houses they sang and
prayed earnestly, as all will bear witness, and only
talked so far as to answer questions. They warmly ex-
pressed their thanks for the favors they received, though
some of them were quite indifferent to things of this sort.
For tne rest, they exhibited a spirit of joy and cheerful-
ness, In this place they were received with great dis-
tinction. The bells were rung, and they were conducted
into the city by two deputies on horseback, sent by the
magistrates, and accompanied by the whole school, the
clergy, end the clerical candidates. They entered, two
by two, in perfect order, singing, men and women apart,
and were welcomed by an address., Through the Oityéothf
people sang Luther's Hymn, 'A Strong Tower is our God.
In church, which began at two o'clock in the afternoom,
they sang, 'Now is Salvation Hither come.' The text was:
'Blessed are ye when men shall persecute you for righteous-
ness sake.! I allowed all my family to go to church, but
remained at home for meditation, and afterward converl.!ed
with them. After the sermon, the congregation sang, 'Up-
hold ue, Lord, by Thine Own Word.' After service, a col-
lection wae taken for them, amounting to two hundred
florins, besides what each one gave in his own house.
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The citizens then gathered round their beloved guests,
and would not hear of separation, but took them by the
hand, led them home, and set before them the very best
food. But they seem to have eaten but sparingly, and to
have preferred the coarser kind of food, cheese and the
like, to roast meat. The whole city was moved and ex-
cited as though it had been celebrating a great festival.
««..The next day, in the City Hall, the collection was
divided; it amounted to fifty kreu‘zerc for each person;
and the women decorated them all with bouquets. After
this, the mogistrates in their black robes, accompanied
by the clergy, appeared in the street; a circle was formed
and protected by guards, in which a place was provided
for the emigrants, each sex being kept by itself. Thie
out-door assemblage was opened by singing, 'O, with Thy
Mercy Stay,' etc. The chief of the clergy thenm delivered,
from Acts XX:32, a sermon appropriate to their depar-
ture, and gave them a benediction. They then formed
their procession, two and two, and, accompanied by the
sgchool, the clergy, and the deputiee, they were con-
ducted forth amid the pealing of the belle and the s:l:f-
ing of the hymn, 'To Thee Alone, Thou Savior, Lord,' etc.
At the bridge, another farewell discourse was pronounced
by the youngest of the clergy, followed by the hymn,
'Now let all Thank God,' whereupon, the emigrants, among
themselves, and to a tune of their own, sang, 'I %11l Not
Leave My God.' Thus they took their leave, under the
protection of God, and moved toward Berlin, where the
citizens met them with bread, wine, and beer, &nd having
refreshed them, led them to the church. The love and
kindness of the Lutherans for these poor people was only
equaled by the abuse of the Catholics, whose territory
they therefore avoided. These denounced them as per-
jurers, as blasphemers of the Savior; denied that they
had any religion at all; said that they were villainous
Pietists; and more of the same sort.....

"No milemn occasion has ever been to me so noteworthy
as this, These good people are all on their way to Pruseia.
«... The intelligent among them believe that for Salzburg,
Bavaria, Austria, etc., a fatal period may be at the door,
This is clearly the finger of God. At night they come
together, and those who cam, read to the others out of
the New Testament and other religious books, and sing;
for all these the people show an ardent desire. Where
can our highly-educated theologians for hundreds of miles
around exhibit such grace? Here the Holy Spirit has taught
and preached, These people have a remarkably %ust view
of their own depravity, and freely confess that they are
unprofitable servants, while our theologians are full of
high pretensions. O, what a difference between a :leﬂly
learned and a practically experienced Christianity! These
good people seem to have come out from an apostolical




8chool and doctrine!”

It ie no wonder that the Salzburgers had friends and
supporters throughout Europe. 1In order to give to other
Protestants through whose cities they did not pass an oppor-
tunity to assist the exiles, a treasury wes established at
Regensburg, tc which offerings were freely made, so that at
last the fund reached the sum of 888,381 guldens.3?

Berlin had been chosen as the place of general rendez-
vous of the emigrents, and into the capitol city ofPrussia .

50 Their reception

marched the first band on April 30, 1733.
by the ruler to whom most of them were to owe allegiance was
most friendly and cheering. Frederick the Great himself drove
%o the neighboring village of Zehlendorf to greet the Salz-
burgers with these words: "You shall have it good, children;
you shall have it good!“31 A deputation of ministers, theo-
logical students, and school children met the emigrants at
the S8heep Bridge, formed a circle with them, and all sang

"A Mighty Fortress is Our God" with such effect that strong
men wept. Pastor Kamp welcomed them on behalf of the Lutheran
Church of Prussia, and fifty New Testamente, presented to the
exiles, brought forth the cry: "How different it is here from
our home, where they toolé the Word of God from us!® Within
the city the pathetic, but orderly, group was the center of

attraction. Presents were thrown to them from the windows,

29. Ibid. p. 68.
30. Goecking, op. ¢it., p. 500,
31. Gohdes, op. cit., (April 38, 1934) p. 6.
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8nd the wealthy burghers literally dtetributed peck measures
©f money among the needy. The queen herself entertained the
Tefugees in the Castle gardens at Monbijou, made them presents
of Bibles and money, and had the artist Pesne paint the por-
trait of a pretty "Salzburgerin" in her Tyrolese nat.>?

As other bands came in, one after another, they were
Joyfully greeted and well provided for, both tempofally and
Spiritually. The Berlin clergy made themselves especially
useful to the strangers, tested them on their orthodoxy, and
gave them daily sermons and religious instruction. Two theoc-
logical students from Halle attached themselves to the Salz-
burgers as their catechists, and the king ordained four young
candidates as their p:aLst;ors:.33 Provoet Reinbeck especilally
directed their attention to the moral dangers to which the
ficklenees and vanity of the human heart rendered them liable.
"Stand nobly firm in what is good," he told them. *Do not
become proud because you have left something for the sake of
Christ, and because you may have excited the admiration and
Praise of some. You have now escaped the power of your ene-
mies, and in the country of our king you-have no similar per-
secution to fear; but do not dream that hereafter you are %o
have, therefore, only pleasant and quiet days. ;rhp precious
cross is found everywhere, if not in one form, it will be in
another. Opportunity will never be wanting to you to exhibit
faith, patience, and self-denial. Therefore be not weary,

32. Dallmann . cit. p. 108 1.
33. Ibid. p. 107,

Mo . .
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but pray to God daily for new strength from His Holy Spirit,

- that you may do all things well and obtain the victory.'u'

The same sentiment was expressed by one of the Salzburgers:
“We are getting too much kindness shown us, We must thank God
and ask Him to keep us in the grace wherein we stand, We are
Praised far too much, and people do not remember our sins
énough. All this ie not good for the young folks.'3

From Berlin the Salzburgers moved on to Stettin Pomeranis,
and on the 22nd of May, 1'?:523,36 a favorable wind carried the
first group out of the harbor on their rough voyage to Koenigs-
berg, where they were to gather before their final settlement
in Prussia and adjoining territories. There they were received
by the Minister Von Goerne, who wae to accompany them to

37

Lithuania, Between May, 1732 and May, 1733 a total of

20,894 exiles reached Koenigsburg.38<'l;he majority of them
settled in Lithuania,>where they found a beautiful, level,
fruitful country, rich pastures, plenty of wood, and streams
abounding with fish. Here the king built houses, schools, and
churches for them. Here men of all oécupationa found a place,
in possession of civil rights and freedom of trade, Here
harvests were speedy, rich and abundant. Ofhis colonization
pProject in Lithuania Crown Prince Frederick the Great could
write boastfully to Voltaire in 1739: "FNow, in these fertile
regions, abundance reigns more than it ever did,....more wealth

and more productiveness than in any other part of Germany.

34, Ha enbach, o 0%, PeiOY.
35. Dallmanmn, o_?' cit., p. 107.
368. Goecking, _2. c 1I, p. 1238.
37. Hagenbach, op. t., p. 68.
38. Goecking, op. cit., II, p. 114.
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And all this that I tell you of is due to the king alone.""9

And the emperor did even more for his new subjects. With much
difficulty ang diplomacy he obtained 4,000,000 gulden for
damages to the 2,000 farme they had left a thousand miles be-
hind in Salzburg. It has been estimated that, all-told, his
enterprise cost him about $1,000, 000.40
Interesting in connection with the settlement of the
S8alzburgers in Lithuania is the "Salzburg Capsule,” & hollow
8llver medal, with a bust of Frederick William on the front,
& relief depicting the expulsion from Salzburg on the rear,
and in the interior a map of the Duchy ofLithuania and the
Archbishopric of Salzburg, and seventeen miniature paintings
Joined by ribbons, each picture representing a bit of history
connected with the expulsion of the Lutherans from Salzburg.ur
Some of the Salzburg exiles settled in E!¢>].la!1c1.4'g some
went as far as Sweden a.mlﬁ..‘ngla.utl,‘lrs but we shall here confine
ourselvee to those who found their way to America and h'uu.tlt
the colony ofEbenezer on the banks of the Savannah in Georgia.
They were part of the first group ofemigrents to leave Salzburg,
and they travelled the farthest in their quest for a land where
they could commune with their God in the simplicity and sin—

cerity of their faith.

39. Dallmann, op. cit., p. 109.

40. Ibid. p. 107 s5.4
41, The American-German Review, (Februsry, 1943}, p. .
42. Goecking, op. cit., II, p. 492 f.

43. Wolf, op. cit., p. 193.
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The first group of exiles had knocked at the gates of
Augeburg on December 31, 1731, only to be refused admittance.
¥hen, after five months. of weary waiting, they were finally
Permitted to enter the city, they were bounteously befrieanded
by the Rev. Samuel Urlsperger, the Senior Lutheran pastor
of the Church ofSaint Ann.44 He himself had been a sufferer
for conscience' sake, and the martyrdom of the dtill—surv;ving
Joseph Schaitberger had moved him conaiderably.45 He arranged
for food and shelter for the exiles, distributed Bibles,
hymnals, catechisms and other devotional books to the heads
of families, appointed teachers for the children as long as
they were in his city, and held special daily services for
the needy exiles. On Sts. Simon and Jude Day he held &
Communion and examination service for the emigrants, and in
his sermon warned them against Count Zinzendorf's "New Method"
and sectarianism in general.

<From the moment the Salzburgers had left their mative
land, Urlsperger had exerted himself on their behalf. He
wrote everywhere for help., Among his correspondents was "The
Society for the Propagation of Christian Knowledge in Foreign
Parts,” headquarters in London, By his contacts with them,
and with the help of G, A, Francke ofHalle and Court Chaplain
Ziegenhagen oflondon, Urlsperger not only'succeeded in bring-
ing the Salzburg exiles of 1733 aoross the Atlantic, but by

45. Jacobs . git.
' Dallmans 3o it vIL ml%.

44. Goecking, op. eit., II, p. 531 f.
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his endeavors became the instrument of God in helping to
found the Lutheran Ghurch in Amer:lca\-a“

On June 9, 1732, Hanoverian King George II of Emgland,
German to the <:ore,"‘8 granted a charter to twenty-one no-
blemen and gentlemen of England "to establish the colony of
Georgia in America," to provide a home and means of subsis-
tence for " inaigent inhsbitants of Great Britain® and "a
Tefuge for the distressed Salgzburgers and other Proteatants."g
At the same time he called for a collection in all Protestant
countries for the persecuted Lutherans, and over 900,000
gulden was raised, 33000 pounds of it in London,so "to enable
the Trustees to carry out their generous designs for the
Salzburgers."

On October 13, 1732, "The Society for the Propagation of
Christian Knowledge" applied to the Trustees of the Colonmy
61 Gﬁrosia for permission to settle a number of the Salzburg
exiles in America, Through their correspondence with Urlp-
Perger and other prominent preachers in Germany they had
learned that there were hundreds of persecuted Protestants who
Were not only willing, but eager to emigrate to the New World.
Two months later the Trustees sent word that fifty "sound, godly,
1n&ustr10us" families of Salzburgers would be welcomed in

Georgia, =nd "The Society" immediately offered to pay the group's

47. Volf, op. cit., p. 194.

48. Gohdes, op. cit., (May 5, 1934), p. 7.
49. Goecking, op. cit., II, p. 528 f.

50. Dallmann, op. cit., VII, p. 1.
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expenses from Augsburg to Rotterdam, support a pastor and
catechist for them, and send whatever clothing, etec., they
would need for their Journey.51

The terms of the Trustees to the prospective colonists
Wwere generous, to say the least. They offered to pay the
Passage and furnish the necessary sea-stores for their voyage
from England to America. In Georgia each family was to receive
three lots, "one for a house and yard within the town, one for
& garden near the town, and one for tillage at a short distance
from the town (the whole embracing 50 acres), said lands to be
2 freehold to them and to their heirs forever." The Trustees
further agreed to furnish provisions until the land could
Support ite own, provided the settlers obeyed the Trustees in
civil matters and became citizens ofGeorSia-,sz

One of the Trustees, James Oglethorpe, of whom we shall
hear more later, left the peaceful, comfortable life of his
estate, and, in the good eship "Anne," took thirty-five English
families, sailed to the mouth of the Savannah River, ‘bought
land from the Indians, and on January 30, 1733, officially
opened the colony of Georgia by founding the city of Savannah.”

A free passage to America, provieions in Georgia for a

whole season, land for themselves and their childremn, the

privileges of native Englishmen, freedom of worship -- these

were the promises made to the destitute and homeless Salzburgers,

51, Strobel, op. cit., p. 45.
52. Goecking, op. cit., II, p. 534 f.
53- Da-llmann, OJ. Cit., II’ p. 2.
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and 1% 1s no wonder the poor exiles were eager to take advan-
tage of them.

Of the 247 families who applied for the j)rivilege of
settling-in America, forty-two, 78 persons in all, were finally
chosen. The final arrangements for their transportation to
Georgia having been completed by the Rev, Urlsperger, the small
band left Augsburg for Rotterdam on October 31, 1733.54 Vell
Supplied with Bibles, hymn-books, catechisms and books of de-
votion, they set out for the Main in three carts, one for their
baggage, the other two for the old women and small children.
Behindthem they left a much more devout and consecrated Augs-
burg than they had found -- timeless testimony to the power
of exemplary Christian living.

A Hanoverian noblema!i, name of Baron Georg Philipp
Friedrich von Reck, had charge of the temporal welfare of the
1little band of pilgrime. He accompanied them all the way to
America, and, when he had seen his Salzburgers safely settled,
Teturned to Halle to attend the Theological and Ascetic College

lectures. 5,5 '

Travelling overland by way of Donauwerth, Ebermechen,
Harburg, Duenchelspiel, Marckbarend, Marckt Stefft, and
Wertheim, they arrived et Frankfurt on the Main on November
13. After a hearty welcome by the burghers and the citizenry,
they marched two by two into the city, singing a hymn of faith.
At the Nuernberger Inn in the city, each man was given 1}

54. Goecking, ecp. cit., II, p. 541 f.

55. Dallmann, op. cit:, VIiI, p. 2 f.
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gulden, each woman 1 gulden, each child -i gulden. On the
following day, Saturday, Pastor Walther spoke to them on Col.
1:9 4n the Barefooter Church, and on Sunday the senior pastor,
Dr. Muenden, preached to them in the Church of 5¢. Catherine.
Their chaplain, Candidate Schuhmacher, gave them daily dis-
courses on Galatians, Thessalonians and John's First Epiatls.ss

After a few days rest in Frankfurt, they embarked for
Rotterdam. As they floated down the Main, and between the
ciatled crags, the vineyards, and the rich cities along the
Rhine, their conversation, amid hymne and prayers, was of
Justification and sanctification and of standing fast in the
Lord.

On their arrival in Rotterdam on November 27, almost a
four week journey from Augsburg, they were met by the two
men whom Francke and Urlsperger had chosen to be their pasﬁors
in the HNew Wo:rld.57 They were both young men of sterling
spiritual character, and later proved themselves excellently
adapted for the hard work they were called to perform. The
leader of the two, John Martin Bolzius, was destined to be
their guide and shepherd for 32 years. He had besn Inspector
Vicarius, or Superintendent, of the Latin school in the orphan
house at Glaucha near Halle., The second, Israel Christian
Gronau, had been a2 tutor at the Halle orphan l:touere.5—8

Detained for a week by adverse winds, the Salzburgers

S7. Wit 195
. () op. cit., p. .
58. Dallmann, op. eit., VII, p. 3.
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finally left the Rotterdam harbor on December 8 and set sail
for Dover, in England, from where they were to embark for
America.%® (variations in the chronology of these transition-
al events are accounted for by the fact that the German calen-
dar was ten days in advance of the English calendar at this
time. Germany had adoptea the new calendsr in 1700, but Eng-
land continued to use the old till 1'752.)60 Upon their ar-
Tival in Dover on December 33 they were met by.onc of the
Trustees of the Colony of Georgia, and by Gourt;-preaeher—
Butienter, who brought them a letter from Ziegenhagen and of-
flcial permission to worship according to the Augsburg Com-
fession, 51

December 38 was set as the day of departure,sz and the
daye of waiting were spent by the pastors in teaching the
pPeople things temporal and spiritual, preparing them for the
trials of the journey that lay before them. The people were
given many gifts of money, and the pastors were presented with
goods for presching gowns, an altar cloth, a chalice, and
other church goo as, 8% On Christmas Eve Butienter imstructed
them in the use of the church agenda of the Royal German Court
Chapel, suggesting how they might arrange their order of ser-
vice.®% while in Dover the Salgburgers became British subjects

59. Gﬁecki O (] Cit. II’ p. 544_“
80. W, J, ?‘%ﬁc’fi? Luthersn Landmarks snd Pioneers in
Amer;cai (Philadelphia, 1913) p. 124.
. Dallmann, op. eit., VII, p 4.
620 StrObel’ Q_Bo __O_it_., p. 50'
63. Goecking, op. cit., II, p. 545 f.
64. Dallmann, op. cit., VII, p. 4.
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by taking the oath of allegience to the crown and an addition-
al oath of strict piety, loyalty, and fidelity to the Trustees
of the Colony of Georgia.
Finally on January 20, 1734,
Bolziue on Isaian x1ix:10, "He that hath mercy on them will

e after a sermon by the Rev.

lead them,"®® the group of 90 exiles set sail for America in
the "Purisberg,” under Captain Coram.®? on board ship the

Pastors held daily services for the passengers every morning

and evening of the perilous passage of 104 dayasa unless pre-

vented by storms.
Bancroft again has a beautifully descriptive paragraph
°n the voyage of the Salzburgers to their new homeland.

"The majesty of the ocean quickened their sense of
God's omnipotence and wisdom; and, as they lost sight of
land, they broke out into 2 hymn to His glory. The set-
ting sun, after a calm, so kindled the sea and the sky,
that words could not express their rapture, and they cried
out, 'How lovely the creation! How infinitely lovely
the Creator!' When the wind was adverse they prayed;
and, as it changed, one opened his mind to the other on
the power of prayer, even the prayer 'of a man subject
to like passions such as we are.' A devout listener com-
fessed himself to be an unconverted man; and they Te-
minded him of the promise to him that is poor and of a
contrite spirit, and trembleth at the Word. As they
sailed pleasantly with a favoring breeze, at the hour of
evening prayer they made a covenant with each other,
like Jacob of old, and resolved by the grace of Christ
%0 cast all strange gods into the depths of the sea.

In February a storm grew so high that not a sail could
be set; and they raised their voices in prayer and song
amid the tempest,“ésr to love the Lord Jesus as a brother

gave consolation,

65. Goecking, op. cit., II, p. 547.
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87. Finck, op., cit., p. 134.
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Chapter III
The Settlement in Georgila

On Tuesday, March 5, land was sighted from the masthead
of the "Purisburg," and on the following Thursday Pastor
Bolzius was carried to Charlestown inm a sloop. It so hap-
Déned that General Oglethorpe was there on his way to England,
but when he heard of the arrival of the long-awaited Salzburg
emigrants, he postponed his trip in order to see the new
colonists safely settled.” An indication of the benevolence
with which he was so often to favor the Salzburgers was his
gift of "a large quantity of fresh beef, two butts of wine,
two tunns of spring-water, cabbages, turnips, radishes, fruit,
etc.," which he sent on board at Cherlestown.”

On shore Bolzius was dined by the governor and intro-
duced to several German Lutherans in the community, who pro-
mised to come to theSalzburger settlement for the purpose of
recelving the Lord's Supper. After a few days at Charlestown
the "Purisburg” again set sail, and on Sunday, March 10, the
exiles from Salzburg in Austria first came in sight of the

l. Finck, op. gcit., p. 134 f.
3. Dallménn, op. ’t., VIii, p. 4.






green outlines of Georgia.3

The Rev. Bolzius wrote in his Jouraal: "While we lay:
off the banke of our dear Georgia, in a2 very lovely calm, and
heard the birds singing sweetly, a2ll was cheerful on Board.

It was really edifying to us that we came to the borders of
the Promised Land this day, Reminiscere, when, as we are taught
by 1ts lesson from the Gospel, Jesus came to the sea-coast
after He had suffered persecution and rejection by His country-
men In like manner the Salzburg emigrants had left their

. home weary of persecution, and were now about to touch the
shores of a strange land.

Farly in the morning of the 10th, the "Purisburg® grounded
on a sand-bar in the mouth of the Savannah, but about ten
o'clock in the evening, with the help of both wind and tide,
the boat floated off into the deep waters of the river. There
the pilot anchored until Tuesday morning, when with great joy
the colonists sailed up the Savannah to the city which Oglethorpe
had founded the year before. Savannah was at the time a mere
hamlet with a few tente in a cluster of pines as the mucleus
of the future city, but the inhabitants gave the new settlers
@ right cordial welcome.

Again Bolzius writes: "At the place of our landing almost
all the inhabitants of Savannah were gathered. ' They fired off
some canons, and cried 'Huzza!" whichws answered by some sai-

lore and other English people on our ship in the same manner.

3. PFinck . eit., p. 125.
. Dalimnn vp: oli. ) VI pok.



A good dinner was prepared for us. We, the commisssry, and
Dr. Zwifler, our physician, were lodged in the house of the
Rev. Mr. Quincy, the English miasionary.'S

Baron von Reck, the manager of the temporal affairs of
the Salzburgers, made the following entry in his Journal:

"The citizens returned our salute of five guns with three; and
all the magistrates, the citizens, and the Indians came to thé
riverside. The two preachers, Bolzius and Gronau, Mr. Dunpar,
some others, and myself went ashore in a boat. We were re-
ceived with all possible demonstrations of joy, friendship,
and civility. The Indians also reached their hands to me as

& testimony of their joy at our arrival. The Salzburgers came
on shore after us, and we at once pitched a tent for them in
the sguare of the 1:ovm."6 That same day the Salzburg Lutherans
began to hold services, and among their most devout listeners
were some Jews who had been smuggled into the colony.

On the 14th Oglethorpe returned from Charlestown and im-

mediately begen to help the immigrants with advice and supplies.
"The next day he urged us to learn the Indian language, being
very anxious that the poor Indians should come to know God.
He warned us very earnestly against a certain sweet-tasting
brandy from Jamaica, called 'room,' it having brought death
to many. On the 16th an English military chaplain from Port
Royal attended our service, was very pleased with us and

our hearers, assured us of his constant friendship, and

5. Dallmann,‘gg. egit., VII, p. 5.
6. Ibid., p. .






Promised to see to it that our preaching-gowns were made.”’

In addition to all these overtures of good will, the general
offered the colonists any unappropriated lands in his territory
they might prefer.

The actual colonization wasunder the supervision of the
aforementioned Baron Philip George Frederick von Reck, the
8pecial commissioner appointed by George II of England. He
was then only 33 years old, but of deep religious character
and thorough understandlng.s

Soon after their arrival in Savannah, the Salzburgers
set up a "Corps of Observation" to select a site for the pro-
posed settlement. The body was made up of "Father" Oglethorpe,
Paul Jenys, Esq., Speaker of the South Carolina House of As-
sembly, Baron von Reck, Pastor Gromsu, Dr. Twiffler, their
physician, one of the Lutheran elders, and some Iud:lans.9

At nine o'clock on the morning of March 17, 1724, the
little group arrived at their future home. It was a plot of
sterile and unattractive land about 35 miles northwest of
Savannah, but to eyes weary of the sea and persecution, i%
seemed like paradise.lo _

The land they had chosen for their proposed colony lay
along a little creek about four or five miles south of the

present city of Springfield in a district later called St.

o it 160
5 acobs, op. ¢cit., p. .
9. Strobels e iatilie W
10. Charles C, Jones, The Dead Towns ofGeorgis,

(Savannah 1878) p. 11.
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Matthew's Parish, now Effingham County after the lord who
defended the colonists in Parliament in 1775 and resigned
from the army when his regiment was ordered to America to en-
force the demands of King George 111.11 It vordered on the
Pdssessions of the Uchee Indians, with whom the colonists al-
ways maintained most friendly relations.

As soon as they had picked the site of their colony the
“Corps of Observation" invoked divine protection and blessing,
broke the silence of the wilderness with a psalm of praise,
set up a stone monument to the glory of God, and named the
place Ebenezer, "Hitherto the Lord Hath Helped Us.'la

General Oglethorpe himself laid out the town and on his
return to Savannah sent up workmen to help clear tbe land
and build tents and sheds. A trail was built from Abercorn
to Ebenezer to facilitate the transport of materials and sup-
plies, and on April 7 the rest of the colonists arrived and
helped with the work on bridges, shanties and traﬂs.l3 But
even in the travail of settling 50 families in the wilderness
the pious Salzburgers never neglected their spiritual 1life.
'Daily services of devotion were held, and very often some of
the neighboring Indians were present. The devout example of
the new colonists so impressed the old settlers roundabout

that the citizens of Carolina presented the newcomers with

30 cattle, and even the Indians brought gifts of deer, wild

11. Dellmann, op. ¢it., VII, p. 5.

13, Strobel, op. ¢it., p. 80.
13, Jones, op. ¢it., p. 13.
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honey, fruits, etc.14

On May 1 lots were drawn for sites within the town, and
each colonist was given three plots of ground, one in the
town for a home, another beyond the town for a garden, and a
third for more extensive agricultural purposes -- fifty acres
in all. Cows and calves were sent by the magistrates of
Savannah at Mr, Oglethorpe's order, and around the same time
ten caske of seed arrived for the spriﬁg planting.15 The
scarcity of even the most essential tools and materials was
& constant hindrance to all building operations. There were
very few mechanics among the Salzburgers; they had no boats
Or wagone of their own; they had to depend entirely on the
government for the conveyance of supplies, and very often
had to carry provisions on the backs the 35 miles from
Savannah., 8icknes® MPevailed as a result of exposure, excessive
fatigue and‘the warm c¢limete, and Bolzius' journal records a
high ﬁortality in the first few wonths at Ebenezer. With the
money left by one of the elders; Mr. Lackner, a "Box for the

Poor" was started, and the first structure of & public nature

that was erected was & shed for school purp%ses. In thie
same building the devout settlers also gathdred for their
daily and Sunday services.l6 §

But the Salzburgers' new home was not duite all they had

hoped it would be. In fact, it was about as different from

14, Dallmann, op. eit., VII, p. 6.
15, Jones, op. cit., p. 13.
16. Strobel, op. cit., p. 81.
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their homes in the Noric Alps as could be. "For rugged moun—
tains loe stretches with pines, pines, pines! A sluggish
ereek, with ominous clouds of mosquitoes rising when twilight
fell! 1In the lowlands the cypreéé, festooned with Spanish
moss, and on the ridges occasional live-oaks with dark, fade-
less, glossy foliage. For miles upon miles of space fragrant,
sobbing, swaying pines and rigid, fan-like palmettoes, on the
edge of the swamps' ocoze., No nightingales, as in the old
home, in the summer night with their wistful plaint, bpt the
strident whippoorwill at suhaet and, throughout the southern
night, the glorious song of the mockingbird'!l7 But the weary
pilgrims had found a place where they could worship their God
unmolested, so they found all otﬁer things added unio them,

By Monday, May 13, the colony was fairly well organized,
and 2 Day of Thanksgiving was declared. The Rev. Bolzius
preached on the text, Gen. 33:10. That same spring the Salz-
burgers received a chalice of solid gold with this inecfip—
tion: “Suchéwishes to the dear Salgzburgers in Ebenezer, at
every time téey partake of the Holy Communion; by George
liatthias Kidzrlin, a young man in Nocvdlingen, who‘thoﬁght
of them shorzly before his end.... Whoever sits down (o the
teble of the}Lord with ue and our faith, he will bes refreshed
with the blood of the Lamb of God and trust in His salvation.®l®

By industry, thrift, the able management of their senior pastor,

17. Gohdes, op. ¢it., (May 5, 1934) p. 8.
18. Dellmann, op. ecit., VII, p. 6.
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and, above all, the blessing of the Lord, the colony prospered,
and the settlers enjoyed the fulfillment of the promise of the
"hundredfold" to those who for Christ's name leave all that
they have,.

But the emigrants who arrived on the "Purisburg" on March
11, 1734, were only the advance-guard. A second party of 57
persons left England in FHovember, 1734, on the "Prince of Wales*
and reached Georgia in the early part of 1735 under the leader-
ship of Mr, Vatt., At first they had difficulty in finding food
and lodging in Ebenezer, but the mechanics and carpenters among
them proved a real asset to the community. Their gréatest con-
tribution wag the construction of a large wooden tent to serve
as a house ofworship and a residence for the two pastors.lg
"Hers in the wilderness of Georgia, on the very borders of am
Indian tribe, far from the abodes of civilization, a Christian
community was established, in which the pure doctrines of the

Gospel were taught and God was worshipped in the simplicity

"20

and sincerity which characterized the first ages of the Church.

In July, 1735, another invitation was sent out by the
Trustees of Georgia, and about 80 Salzburgers in the city of
Ratisbon applied for transportation to America. This group,
under Baron von Reck and Captain Hermsdorf formed the mucleus
of the "Great Embarkation" of October 30, 1735. The ships
"Symond" (320 tons, Capt. Joseph Cornish) and "London Merchant®
(220 tons, Capt. John Thomas) were chartered to carry 237

19, S8Strobel, op. cit., p. 83.
20. Ibid.
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colonists to the New World. Besides the Salzburgers, there
were 27 Moravians with Bishop David Nitechmann, 130 Highland-'
ers with Pastor John MacLeod, and John and Charles Wesley and
the Rev. Ingbam to sefve the settlers and convert the Indianms.
General Oglethorpe himself accompanied the expedition on his
return from a visit and report to Parliament.al
The crossing was a very stormy one, but we are told that
the Wesley brothers were deeply impressed throughout the voyage
with the calm piety and fearlessness of_thé Salzburgers, On
one Sunday, when a violent storm arose during the morning wor-
ship, Wesley asked one of the men, "Are you not afraid?® He
replied, "I thank God, no."..... "But are not your women and
childred afraid?"...."No, our women and children are not afraid
to die."3® By the faithful example of these exiles Vesley
learned what he had never realized before, the groundlessness
of his religious hopes and his destitution of that religious
faith which is necessary to justify the sinner and impart per-
fect peace to the mind, In the Salzburgers he beheld a prac-
tical illustration of the happy influence of genuine piety upon

the disposition, affections and general deportment of those

who have experienced 1t.33

On February 5, 1736, the two ships docked at Peeper Island,
where Oglethorpe tried to persuade the colonists to go on
down to Frederica on St. Simon'sIsland to help develop the

21‘ Ib ey p. 85.
32, Dallmann, op. cit., VII, p. 8.
23. 8trobel, op. cit., p. 86.




town and fort., A few did settle at the fort under Captain
Hermsdorf and became the nucleus for a Lutheran Church, or-
ganized in 1735 under the Rev. Ulrich Driesler, # German mis-
slonary sent over and supported by the Trustees. However, the
majority feared persecution and begged for permission to live
at Eobenezer. This granted, the number of Salzburgers to be
settled at Ebenezer between March 13, 1734, and February 8,
1736, reached a total of about 200 souts.?*

But the Pilgrim flock of Salzburg wae not destined to
stay long on a site that had been selected without knowleﬁge
of its possibilities. Since transportation had to be mainly
by water, the young colony was greatly hindered by the diffi-
culty of transportation involved in the long distance from
Savennah, Although only six miles from Savannzh 2e the crow
flies, the town was twenty-two miles away by water, and the
creek along which they had settled was neither dependable nor
nevigable, In addition, the soil was cold, damp, sour and
barren, and absolutely unsuitable for the raising of crops.
Vorst of all thg stagnant water in the surrounding swamps bred
the malarial mosquito in great numbers, and bloody flux be-
came s general affliction. Before long the pine forest had
to yield lumber for the manufacture ofhomely coffins, and

the winding processions to Burial Hill became all toco frequent.

25

Toward the end of January, 1738, Bolzius and Gronau were

sent to Savannah to see General Oglethorpe about changing the

24. Jones, op. ecit., p. 15.
35. Gohdes, op. cit., (May 5, 1934), p. 8.
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site of the colony to a more favorable location. On February
9 the general himself set out for a tour of inspection, nd
in spite of the many inconveniencee and disadvantages of 0ld
Ebenezer he advised the Salzburgers not to move, lest they lose
everything they had gained by their prayers and labor. But
he agreed to give his charges all possible help if they were
determined to make a ohanga.as In hie report to the Trustees
on Februwary 13, Oglethorpe said: "The people at Ebenezer are
very discontented, and Mr, Reck and they that come with him re-
fuee to settle 50 the Southward, I was forced to go to Ebenezer
to guiet things there and have taken all the proceedings in
writing. Finding the people were only ignorant and obstinate,
but without any ill intenticn, I consented to the changing of
their town. They leave a sweet place where they had made
great improvemenis, to go into a wood," 27

Deepite Oglethorpe's advice to the contrary, the Salz-
burgers, after only two years'at 0l1d Ebeneger, decided o move
to a higih ridge, "Red Bluff," about six miles east on the banks
of the Savannah. With much labor and many hardships over a
period of about two years, the weary exiles re-established them-
selves in their new home, which with unchanging gratitude they

called New Ebenezer.38

Regarding the subsequent history of 0ld Ebenezer, Charles

6. Jones in his "Dead Towns of Georgia" offers this information:

28, Strobel, op. ¢ ., p. 88.
37. Jones, 0Op. _L p. 18.
38. Finck, .Ib cit., p. 127.
39. Jones, Op :3:}, p. 20.




By June, 1738, 0ld Ebenezer was a cowpen minded only by a
. Joseph Barker. In 1737 John Wesley wrote: "0ld Ebenezer,
where the Salzburgers settled at first, lies 35 miles west of
Savannah. A small creek funs by the town down to the river,
and many small brooks run between the little hills. But the
80il is a hungry, barren sand, and upon any sudden shower the
brooks rise several feet perpeﬁdicular and overflow whatever
is near to them....The land is good for nothing, and the
creek 1s‘of little use ...." By June, 1738, the old town was
@ hangout for Indian traders and isolated sick men. It's
life of trials and sorrow, of ill-founded hope and sure dis-
appointment, was measured by scarcely more than two years, and
ite frail memories were speedily lost amid the sighs and the
shadows of the monotonous pines which environed the place.

The site of NewEbenezer was very romantic, but at the
same time very practical. To the east of the new town was the
Savannah River, broad, emootﬁ and majestic, and lined with the
most beautiful scenery. To the south was a stream, then known
as "Little Creek," later called "Lockner's Creek," and a large
lake, called "Feidlinger's Sea® after a Salgburg family. To
the north was another broock, called Ebenezer Creek after the
settlement. The country itself was undulating with good trees
and beautiful, rich foliagé. Bﬁt here again swamps bordered
the colony on three sides, and epidemice of chills and fevers

caused by the clouds of mosquitoes were not uncommon.so 31

30. 1Ibig.
31. hdes, op. cit., (May 5, 1934), p. 8.
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Hew Ebenezer was a quarter of a mile square and laid out
Very regularly. There were three wide streets running from
east to west and four from north to south, At regular inter-
vals within the town were four small squares for market places
and four public parks and promenade grounds.sa Two-thirde of
one square was reserved for a Church, parsonage and academy,
and two-thirds of another for an orphan ssylum and public
storehouse. The cemetery was located a short distance to the
east of the town. There were large pastures for the cattle
on the north and east, and one on the south for sheep and
goats, The settlers' 50 acre farms were beyond Little Creek

and Mill COreek to the south. All in all the town waslaid out

on a substantial and thoroughly practical scale, well calculated

to assure its future prosperity.33
And prosper the town did. A visit to the town by Benjamin

Martyn, Secretary of the Trustees, brought forth this deserip-

tion of the Ebenezer of 1738-9.

"Fifteen miles from Purysburg on the Georgia side
is Ebenezer, where the Salzburgers are situated. Their
houses are neat and regularly set out in streets, and
the whole economy of their town, under the influence of
their ministers, Mess. Bolziue and Gronau, is very ex-
emplary, For the benefit of their milch-cattle, a herds-
man is appointed to attend them in the woods all the day
and bring them home in the evening, Their stock of out-
lying cattle is also under the care of two other herds-
men, who attend them in their feeding in the day and
drive them into cow=pens at night. This secures the
owners from any loss, and the herdsmen are paid by a
small contribution among the people. These are very

33. Samuel Urlsperger, Die Salzburgische Emigranten,
Waysenhauser, 1745, p. 3270, b
33. Strobel, op. cit., p. 90.
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industrious and subsist comfortably by their labor.
Though there is no regular court of justice, as they
live in sobriety, they maintain great order and decency.
In case of any differences the minister calls three or
four of the most prudent elders together, who in some
way hear and determine as they think just, and the par-
ties always acquiesce with content in their judgment.
They are very regular in their public worship, which is
on week-days in the evening after their work, and in the
forenoon and evening on Sundays. They have built a large
and convenient house for the reception of orphans =nd other
poor children, who are maintained by benefactors among
the people, are well taken care of and taught to work
according as their age and ability will permit. The
number computed by #lr, Bolzius in June, 1738, whereof

his congregation consisted, was 146, and some more have
since been settled among them. They are all in general
80 well pleased with their condition that not one of
their people has abandoned the settlement."34

Perhape the most unique project of these pious ﬁioneers
was the aforementioned orphan house, patterned after the great
Halle institutions. Early on the morning of November 14,
1737, ground was broken for the home, and when it was done
& few months later, the SBalzburgers had a public building 45
feet wide and 15 feet deep, two stories high. Each floor was
divided into three rooms, and to the rear of the building
were & kitchen, bake oven, stable, hennery and other smaller
buildings. I% was dedicated with much joy and thanksgiving
on Januery 10, 1738, the first Protestant orphanage built in
the colonies, The superintendent, Ruprecht Kalcher, had the
home in operation two and one half yearé Bethesda, Whitefield's

orphanage near Savannah, opened its doors. 3>

At the time of Whitefield'svisit in 1738 the "orphan house®

34, An Impartial Enquiry into the Smte and Utility of
the Province of Georgia, London, 1741, p. 47.
35, inck, op. ¢it., p. 138.
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was taking care of seventeen children and one widow. I» ad-
dition to these, the sick were received, aged mothers were
cared for, and the destitute given a refuge.°® In 1740
Whitefield supplied the colony‘with an English teacher for

their school and offered to educate two of their pupils for

future Salzburg pastors.37

Regarding the state of the colony, Bolziws wrote in a

letter dated February 13, 1738:

"With great satisfaction we perceive, that, through
the grace of God, general contentment prevails among our
people, The longer they are here the better they are
pleased; and their utmost wishes will be gratified when
they shall be able to live by their own industry. They
are satisfied because they are enjoying the privileges
which they had long sought in vain -- to have the Word
of God in ite purity. Our heavenly Father will perhaps
provide the means for building a house of worship. At
present we worsh%g in the orphan-house, and feel that

God is with us,"
And for the final word on the situation of the Salzburgers

in their new settlement, we have a letier written by a Mr,

Thomas Jones on September 18, 1740,

"Thirty miles distant from this place (Savannah) is
Ebenezer, a town on the Savannah river, inhabited by
Salzburgers and other Germans, under the pastoral care
of Mr. Bolzius and Mr. Gronau, who are discreet, worthy
men; they consist of fifty families aud upwards., The
town is neatly built, the location exceedingly pleasant;
the people live in the greateat harmony with their
ministers and with one another, as one family. They have
no drunken, idle, or profligate people among them, but
are industrious, and many have grown wealthy. Their in-
dustry has been blessed with remarkable and uncommon suc-
cess, to the envy of their neighbors, having great plenty

36. Ibid.
37. Strobel, oo, eit., ». 109,
38. Strobel, op. cit., p. 109,
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of all necessary conveniences for life (except clothing)
::;?1npgggnsgnggiyangtg?egéy Savannah with bread, begg,
? ] ’

S0 the Salzburg colony in America was established.
Another group of weary pilgrime had found rest for their
bodies and peace for their souls in "the land of the free and
the home of the brave." Their future was to be one of severe
trials and temptations to apostasy and compromise, but in all
the years the very name of their little town was to be con-
stant reminder to hope eand trust and faithfulness -- "Ebenezer,"

"hitherto the Lord hath helped us.,”

End of B. D. Theeis4o

39. Ibid., p. 11l1.

40, he sﬁbgequent history of the Salzburgers in America,

the development of the colony, their spiritual life, their

contacts with other religious bodies, and their final dis-

integration and its causes, is to be covered in a thesis
11ment for the degree of Master

gubmitted in partial fulfi
of 3acred Theology.
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