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morale of his own and of coming generations, when, bereft by

fanaticism of their entrancing homeland with its clinging

memories, the homeless exiles should seek & place on foreign

8011 where to lay their heads.42

Goecking gives fourteen
stanzas of the "Exulantenlied” in the original dialecf, and
of the English translations (Jacobs, Hagenbach, Reynolds)
that renderéd by Dr. Reynolds, formerly of Capital University,
Columbus, Ohio, comes closest to the original text.

1.

I bin ein armer Exulant,

Aso thu 1 mi schreiba:

Ma thuet ni aus dem Vaterland
Um Gottes Wort vertreiba.

2.4

Dass wass i1 wol, Herr Jesu Christ,
Es ist dir ah so ganga:l

Jetzt will i dein Fachfolger seyn,
Herr! machs nach deim Verlanga.

S

E1 Pilgram bin i halt numehbr,
Mutz rasa fremde Strasa

Das bitt 1 di, mein Gott und Herr,
Du wirst mi nit verlosa,

4.

A steh mi bey, du treuer Gott,
I thu mi di ergeba: :
Verloss mi nit in dieser Foth,
Wanns kasta solt mein Leba.

5.

Den Globa hob i frey bekennt,
Des dorf i1 mi nit schaema,

Wen mo mi glei ein Ketzer nemnt,
Un thut mirs Leba nehma.

43. Gohdes, op. cit., (April 14, 1934) p. 8.
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6.

Ketta un Banda mi mein Ehr,

Um Jesu willa zu dulde,

Un dieses mocht die Glaubena—hchr,
Un nit mein baes Verschulda.

7.

Wann mi der Satan und die Welt
All mein Vermoega rauba,

Bin i do reich, wanna Hers behaelt
Gott un den rechta Globa.

8.

Gott, wie du wilt, 1 gil midrein,
Bey di will i verbleiba:

I will mi gern dem Willa dein
Geduldig unterschreiba.

9,

Mutz i glei in das Elend fort,
Will 1 mi do nit wehrs,

S0 hoff 1 do, Gott wird mi dort
Och gute Freund beschera.

10,

Muss 1 glei fort, in Gottes Nam,
Und wird mir alls genomna,

80 wass 1 wal die Himmels Cron
Yier 1 onmahl bekomma.

11.‘

8o muese i heut von meinem Haus,
Die Kinderl muss i losa,

ilein Gott, es treib mir ’Zaehrel aus
Zu wandern fremde Strosa.

13.

Mein Gott, fuehr mi in eine Stodt,
Wo 1 dein Vort kan hoba,

Darin will i mi frueh un spot

In meinen Hertzel loba.




In English:
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13.

Soll {1 in diesem Jommerthol
Noch laenger in Armuth leba,
80 hoff 1 do, Gott wird mi dort
Ein bessre Wohmng geba.

14,

Der dieses Liedel hot gemocht,
Der wird hid nit genennet:

Des Pabstes Lehr hat er veroght,
Und Christum frey bekennet.

1.

I am a wretched exile here -

Thus muet my name be given --

From native land, and all that's dear,
For God's Word, i am driven,

2e

Full well I know, Lord Jesus Christ,
Thy treatment was no better:

Thy follower I now will be,

To do Thy will I'm debtor.

3.

Henceforth a pilgrim I must be,
Ir foreign climes must wander;

0 Lord! my prayer ascends to Thee,
That Thou my path will ponder.

4.

0 faithful God! be Thou my Stay;
I give me to Thy keeping;
Forsake me not in this my day,
Nor when in death I'm sleeping.

-

Thy faith I freely have confessed:
Dare I deny it? Never!

Not though they call me "heretic,"
And soul and body sever,

43, Goecking, op. cit., p. 612 f.
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8.

My ornzment, the galling chain;

For Jesus' sake I wear it,

And scarcely feel ite weight or pain,
While in His faith I bear it.

7.

Though Saten and the world conspire
To seize each earthly treasure,

If in my heart true faith but dwell,
I'm rich beyond all measure,

8.

Thy will, O God! be done! May I
8%t111 cheerfully obey Thee!

And may Thy arm of power and love
Encompass still, and stay me!

9.

Though I go forth to poverty,

For Christ's sake, I am going,

And see in heaven, reserved for me,
A crown with glory glowing.

10.

Forth from my home I now must go:
My children! Must I leave them?

0 God! My tears in anguish flow --
Shall I no more receive them?

11,

My God, conduct me to a place,
Though in some distant nation,
Where I may have Thy glorious Word,
And learn Thy great salvation.

12,

And though in thie dark vale of tears
I yet awhile must tarry, S
I know that Thou to heaven at iength,
My ransomed soul will carry! 4

44. Strobel, op. cit.,
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Dr. C. B. Gohdes has this to say about this great "Song
of the Exiles."® "Simple poetry that? It is, But the faith
that burns in it defied hell and conquered heaven,"45

Violent persecution of the Salgzburg Lutherans was tem-
porarily halted by the death of Archbishop‘ﬂ{tndolph in 168".48
Under the mild rule of the Archbishops John Ernet and Fran-
ciscus Antonius the poor people enjoyed forty years of com=
parative quiet., By confoming to the outward regulations of
the Roman Church, the Protestants remained more or less um-
molested and even gained in number.“ Deep in the mountain
fastnesses at the conjunction of the Norric and Rhetian Alps,
south of the broad valley of the Salzﬁjﬂiver, “the patient
peasants faithfully served their Lord and prayed that the hand
of persecution might pass them by.

In bales of merchandise Evangelical books were smuggled
into the province over secret mountain pathse. Once in a
while someone would elude the guards and make his way into
the nearest ELwangelical country in order to refresh his soul
at the Table of the Lord. On isolated farmsteads the faithful
gathered to discuse the things that belong to the place of
the soul,

But the spies of the archbishops were many, The friarse
had a keen scent, and the smeil of pork roasting in the oven

on a Friday meant scourging and prison! The very ability to

45.Cohdes, op. cit., (April 14, 1934) p. 8.
4,6.Goeckiég',£_o_g, ciﬁ., p. 386 10s.
47.Goecking, op, Cit., p. 128.
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read was a mark of suspicion, for it usually indicated the
pPresence of vernacular Bibles or books of devotion. The pre-
monitory symptome were there. The storm was due to break+o
Leopoldus Antonius Eleutherius von Firmian, "by the
grace of God Archbishop of Salzburg and prince of the Holy
Roman Empire, perpetual legate of the See of Rome, primate
of Germany, descended of the illustrious family of the Barons
of Firm:la.n,“49 though near his grave, was elected as a dark
horse to the Archiepiscopal throne of Salzburg on October 3,
1737.50 German by name but a native of the Italian part of
the Tyrol, Anton was Teally half Italian by blood. ' Educated
by the Jesuits at the Collegium Germamum in Rome®® he pos-
sessed considerable learning and showed himself good-natured
toward everyone — except his Lutheran subjects. An interest-
ing picture of this Archbishop of the Persecution is quoted

by Dallmann from Baron von Paellnitz, who visited Salzburg

53

in the beginning of April, 1730, He "found the smg little

elerical kingdom in'not disagreeable, though rather mountain-
ous, surroundings.' Poellnitz found the Right Reverend l'athez;
in God a rather sour and surly old fellow, but he waxes en=
thusiastic over the wonderful treasures packed in the 173
luxurious rooms of the splendid palace, and over the stables,

far excelling those of Versailles and holding 150 horses in

48, Gohdes, op. cit., (April 14, 1934) p. 8.
49. Dallm&nn, _0_2. Qt_.. p. 980
50. Hagenbach, op. cit., p.49.
51. Dallmann, Op. gzi{_" , p. 100,
62. Dallmann, op. cit., p. 99.
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two rows, ang over a wonderful open-air riding house, ‘lined
by very high rocks, in which three rows of seats are very art-
fully cut for the spectators when there is any carousal or
combat of wild beasts.' He describes the archbishop's most
princely household with its grand cupbearer, grand steward,
grand huntsman, grand marshal, grand chancellor, down through
multitudinous gentlemen servants, pages, ushers, valets, to
the 38 footmen and the 18 cooks.® .

Ae a consistent Roman Catholic Anton felt constrained

to take some definite action against the Evangelicale, and
this compulsion, combined with hie greed, fondness for drink,
and inordinate devotion to pleasure and sport, made him a
latter Herod in the viciousness and thoroughnese of his
persecutions., His life of Iuxury had hardened his heart,
chronic drunkenness had clouded his mind, and the chase had
made him reckless, a second Fimrod.

Hearing one day, when in his cups, ‘new tales of Protestant
growth in his dominions, he swore that he would "drive the '
heretics out of the land, even if their fields overgrew with
thorns and thistles.">° He kept his oath -- and his country
lost vast numbers of intelligent, frugal, progressive people.

Anton and his chancellor, Hieronymus Christian von
Raell, aleo an Itzlian Tyrolese, at first used very mudl
meane in their resolve to restore the unity of faith in
Salzburg. Jesuit priests were summoned from Austria to pre-

sent Catholicism in its most beautiful -form, and by every

53, Goecking, op. mw p. 130,
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theatrical art to try to attract the erring Evangelicals
back to the right path. Thcse whe confessed Lutheran doc-
trinee were to be ferretel cut ard brought as peaceably as
possible back into the Roman fold,>* | -

But, almost impreceptibly, ounning passed over into vio-
lence. Bibles anddevotional books were taken from the Pro-
testants, and in their place were put by force the rosary and
the scapulary. Those who objected were treated as rebelcass
Lutherans wefe fined two florins for every absence from the
Catholic service without excuse, ten to forty florins for
eating meat on Fridayes. Prisoners were stripped to their
shirts and pricked with ox-goade, so that you could hear their
cries in the street. They were beaten "brown and blue" and
Jamwed into prisons, "lying crosswise for want of room"‘?s
Hane Lerchener, of Obermais, in the jurisdiction of Radstadt,
and Veit Breme of Unterschwabock, in the jurisdiction of
Werfen, were put in irons because they would neither deliver
up their Bibles nor abjure their #ith. Leaving nine imma-
ture children to mourn their departure they were driven over
the border intoc Regensburg (Ratisbon), on the upper Danube,
the first two of a throng of exiles that was to mount into
numbers exceeding thirty thousand.sv

In January, 1730, these two exiles laid their complaint

before the Corpus Evangelicorum convened at Regensburg.

65. Goecking, op. cit., p. 132 f.
56. Dallmann, op. cit., p. 100.
57. Goecking, op. cit., p. 134 £,
58, Goecking, op. git., p 134.

54, Hagenbach, op. cét.. p. 49

%1
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These officials of the evangelical estates addressed a letter
%0 Baron von Zillerberg, the plenipotentiary of the arch-
bishop a% the Diet, but their grievance was ignored., A
letter addressed to the archbishop himself brought results
that would have been amueing but for the hypocrisy disclosed.
Gohdes has = gem of a paragraph on the reception in Salzburg
of the news of the exiles' complaint to the Evangelical
Representatives in Regensburg.

"The bishop almost dropped his crozier in astonish-
ment at the very possibility of such 2 mistake. There
was a shrugging of shoulders, an arching of eyebrows,

a deprec-tory turning up of hands. Lutherans? In Salz-
burg? Violating the terms of the Peace of Westphalia?
Intolerance in the dominioms of Herr Baron von Firmian?
Cruelty beneath the bishop's crozier? Why, there were
no Lutherans in Salzburg; nor a Lutherap Church; nor a
Lutheran organization! There had never been anything
like the administration of a sacrament after the Lutheran
fashion. A mistake, gentlemen of the Corpus Evangelico-
Tum, due to the slanders spread by rebellious, disgruntled
Catholic subjects ruled over with fatherly aoiicitude!
To encourage those by false sympathy would be highly im-
Judicious; thoroughly umneighborly in fact! The arch-
bishop was deeply grieved over the unjust s agéclon

cast upon him by other members of the Realm!®

8o the archbishop addressed the Diet at Regensburg. But
for his evangelical subjects in Salzburg he played another
tune, 2 dirge of insult, outrage and violence. Persecution
was not only continued, but became worse and worse. The
Lutherans who refused to adopt the pop;:"sh greeting, "Gelobet
sey Jesus Christus!," which was used in any and every en-
counter from "Spielhaus" to "Sauffhaué,' were scourged, fined,

or imprisoned -- or all three.ao A certain Simon Ratzenberger

59. ' Gohdes, op. oit., (April 21, 1934) p. 5.

————

60. Goecking, op. ¢it., p. 138 f.
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was fined a hundred guilders for eating “Metzelsuppe" (soup
made cut of sausage meat) on a fast-day. Women as well as
men were mercilessly beaten for purchasing or possessing
booke not authorized by the a.rchbishop.sl ;

A second cry of protest reached the ears of the author-
1ties at Regensburg, but the dilatory transaction of business
there was not calculated to bring speedy re].iei.’.s2 However,
Lutheranism could be oppressed, but it could not be sup~ .
pressed. 1In fact, it progressed in mumbers and determination,
80 that the Pongau district contained in the first quaiter
of the eighteenth century twenty-thousand evangelical ‘oe.aliewa:l's.e3

After insult had been carried to the highest possible
pitch by the house-searchings and quartering of soldiers among
the people, the Protestants felt more than ever the necessity
of a close and firm bond, a covenant for life and death., On
July 10, 1931 ("im Monat Julic, vierzehn rage'vqr Jecobi"®4),
in the early morning twilight, more than three hundred men
from every section of the province wended their way over the
rocky mountain trails and down to Schwarzach, a market village
in the jurisdiction of Goldecker. Michael Gassner, the town-
councillor, called on all those who had the desire to boldly
confess the Evangelical faith to remain, and all others to
leave. Two left. The rest gathered in the inn and surround-

ed a table on which was placed a vessel of salt. One by one,

8l. Gohdes, op. git., (April 31, 1934) p. 5.
62. Hagenbach, op. cit., p. 50.
3. Gohdes, op. cit., (April 31, 1934) p. 5.
64. Goecking, op. _;ﬁ., p. 156,
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each man knelt with bare head in silent prayer, rose, dipped
the whetted fingers of his right hand into the salt, and 1ift-
ing them toward heaven took a solemn oath, To the true,
Triune God they swore never to desert the evangelical faith,
but to suffer the loss of freedom, goods, country and life
rather than deny the Gospel and its Ohrist. Then they swal-
lowed the salt, according to an ancient country custom, as a
kind of sacramental wafer.ss 66 ST SNRe 0t scoffer has
painted a caricature of this solemn event upon the very table

around which it centered,m

but history has honored the va-
liant men who there pledged themselves to freedom of com-
sclence, truth, and the sovereignty of the individual soul.

Three days after the (_!ovenant of Salt the Evangelicals

presented their Lutheran Confession to the archbishop's com-
mission. Goecking lists the number of Lutherans who subscrib-

ed to the confession by towns and pariches.

Werffen 3100
Bischofshofen 742
8t. Johannis 2500
St. Veit
axenbac -
Radstadt €600
Wagrain 1438
Gross-Url 500
Gastein 500
Abtenau . : 300
In der Leagang zu Ssalfeld 2000 :
Total 30578 Persons’

65. Goecking, op. cit., p. 154, 1.

66. Hagenbacﬁ,"_%_g. gy;_:, p. 50.

87. Wolf, op. cit., p. 189,

68. Dallmann, op. eit. p. 100..

89. Gohdes, op. cit.,(April 21, 1934) p. 5.
70. 1Ibid.

71. Goecking, op. cit., p. 156.
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When the news of the Salt Covenant of Schwarzach came
%o the ears of the archbishop, he envisioned immediate '1n-
surrection, as did the cantonal governors of Switzerland in
the previous century when they heard of the Gruetli Cove-
nant. It was rumored through the country that the Protestants
had formed & conspiracy at Schwarzach for the murder of all
Catholics., "Self-defence" became an immediate necessity.
Archbishop Anton appealed to the Emperor Charles VI at
Vienna for troops, and-on September 33, 1731, over a thou-
sand Austrian foot-soldiers appeared in Salzburg, followed
by three regiments of cavaliy in Oc:i:ober.?a Besides the
quartering of these troops among evangelical families, the
Protestants were dehied all rights of burial, marriage and
baptism.73 and were forbidden to participate in devotional
meetings., Outright murder and the violation of women were
forbidden, but beyond that the dragoons had the run of the
Lutheran settlements -- scourging, pillaging, burning,
plundering.

But again the faith moved forward, Among the soldiers
who had once been troopers of Prince Eugene were found many
Protestants who, 1nsrtea.d of obpressing their brethren in the
faith, entered into Christian fellowship with them through
the reading of the Bible and prayer. However, these were
soon replaced by men more inclined to carry out the arch-

bishop's persecution program, Probably the most dastardly

73. Hagenbach, op. ecit., p. 51.
73. Goecking,’g;g. ci .,'p-157 f.




single act of the Salzburg persecution occurred around
llicha,elmas, when the persons who were regaréed ag the leaders
of the party were taken from their beds in the dead of night
and dragged in chains to Salzburg; where horrible prisons
awaited them,'?

Meanwhile, according to one of the resolutions of the
meeting at Schwarzach, a commission was on its way to
Ratisbon to ask the evangelical representatives in the Ger-
ban Diet to interfere on hehalf of the Lutherans in Salzburg.
But their task was none too easy. All the passes were guarded,
and emigration was a crime punishable by death. The commis-
sion, making its way along the steepest, remotest passes of
the Alps, was intercepted. Three of thé groupsho had regular
passes were allowed to cross the frontier, but the othere were
sent back under guard as heretics and rebels, The three men
who reached Ratisbon were sorely disappointed, for the repre-
sentatives of the Evangelical lands and cities were avay on
furlough. From Ratisbon they went to Frankfort-on-Main, but
8till with no success.75 Finally two of the men, Peter
Heldensteiner and Nicholas Forstreuter, reached Hesse-Cassel,
where the Swedish King Frederick happened to be sojourning.
At Cassel they were received sympathetically, but, woﬂu-
nately, not urselfishly. Having heard of the great skill of
the Tyrolese in the manufacture of toys and of the ability
of the Salzburg miners, King Frederick thought of befriending

74. Hagenbach, op. cit., p. 51.
75. Gohdes, op. cit., (April 31, 1934) p. 6.



38~

these dissenting mountaineers for the purpose of gaining
capable workmen ae woodcarvers and iron emelters in Sweden.
But when he found out that the famous wood-carvers of whom
he had heard lived in Berchtesgaden instead of Salzburg, and
that mining and iron smelting are different occupations,

his zeal and eympathy cooled almost st once. The homor of
Tecelving the expatrizted Salzburgers was to fall to another
great emperor, Frederick Willism I, King of Prussia.

On October 33, 1731, King Frederick of Prussia wrote
to Archbishop Anton in Selzburg protesting the persecution
of the Protestants and threatening stern reprisals on his
Catholic subjects,’© as did also the King of England and the

"7 Phe Kaiser quite pointedly reminded the

King of Demmark.
ecclesiestical governor of Article V of the Peace of West-
Phalia, under which the Lutherans should have at least been
allowed tc emigrate. When Heldensteiner and Forstreuter

were turned away from Cassel to Berlin, they were received
kindly, but cautiously, for rumors of their "heretical tenden-
cies" had preceded them., Frederick William had both the
Salzburgers carefully examined by his theologians, Provosts
Roloff and Reinbeck,78 and only when they were found ortho-
dox 'and in agreement with the Augeburg Confession did the
king promise them assistance and a place of refuge, provided

they should be driven out of their own country.

76. Goeoking. lo 2_’_._1_5_.. p. 164.
?7. Dallmann, op. cit., p. 100
78. Goecking, op. cit., p. 165 f.
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However, before this news was promulgated, the Archbiupop
in Salzburg issued a document which is known as the;ﬁligra-
tion Patent of 17:51.> Winter had already set in on the high-
lands of the province of Salzburg when the Patent was signed
and sealed -- on October 31, Reformation Day.79 Ten days
later, on the anniversary of the birth of the great Reformer,
the resources of the realm were mobilized to carry into effect
the most terrible and thorough persecution the Protestants ever
suffered at the hands of the Roman Catholics.

C. B, Gohdes gives a very good English translation of
the main points of the Patent.ao The archbishop decreed:

. 1. "That all who are devoted to the Evangelical
religion shall emigrate and henceforth avoid the archi-
eplscopal See of Salzburg, under penalty of confiscation
of property or even death; ,

2. "That all inhabitants not possessed of real
estate shall leave the country within one week or incur
condign punishment, without any hope of mercy whatever;

3. "That all our (Fvangelical) subjects employed
in mines, saltworke, lumber camps, smelters or else-
where, are to be dismissed forthwith and leave the
country; > ; :

4. "That all Evengelical burgers and craftsmen in
cities and market-towns shall be considered guilty of
perjury, be deprived of their rights as citizens and mem-
bers of guilde and, likewise, leave the country; s

5. "That all Evangelical landed proprietors shall
emigrate, with the proviso that a period of from one
to three months, according to the amount of land they
own, shall be granted them for the purpose of disposing
of iheir property, one tenth of the proceedes to be paid
into the state treasury as a fee,"

79. Goecking, op. cit., p. 310 £.
80. Gohdes, op. cit., (April 28, 1934) p. 4.




