Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis

Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary

Bachelor of Divinity Concordia Seminary Scholarship

4-15-1942

The Theology of the Pharisees

Victor Bartelt
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, ir_barteltv@csl.edu

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv

O‘ Part of the Religious Thought, Theology and Philosophy of Religion Commons

Recommended Citation

Bartelt, Victor, "The Theology of the Pharisees" (1942). Bachelor of Divinity. 96.
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv/96

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Concordia Seminary Scholarship at Scholarly
Resources from Concordia Seminary. It has been accepted for inclusion in Bachelor of Divinity by an authorized
administrator of Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary. For more information, please contact
seitzw(@csl.edu.









w2

Dloagreoment arose aisc acong the Pheripces ag $o
wien one should ceose working for the Sabbath. The Hiillolites
pernldtted work during the night proccding the Sghboth until
suarlos, but the Sapmmaites prohivited this.

And yet, that the Pharisees did aliow also exceptions
to their stricl ocuocrverce of the Dablath cnn Lo scon from
the womis of Jozus, If one of their pheop or en ox would
fall into a pit ou thwe Sabbath day, they too would 2ift it
cutyd

detween the IMharisces and the Sadducees ere aroscs
Surdicrnore, controversics a) over the date of Yorveot Testivolee
vas it to be ctoezved on the fifticth day oftewhhe first doy
of ¥assuver {Pharisece), o waes it on tho scventhk Sundny ofter
the Jassover Teok (Umdducecs)? b) over the time wvhon the .
sacrificial fire should be 1it on the lay oi:' ACOROICRY =
wag the fire to be pleced upon the incense after cre hed
entored the Holy of Holics (Pharisees), or should the fize
be put upon the incense in the outer hell ami have the
priect cnicr the "mysterions darhmess with the stectesmellisg -
smoke before him"e2 (Codducees) ©) over the celebration of
e Feast of Tobernecles ee ehould the festivel include the
vater=libation, oiguifying the reiny scavon uhich should
folliow, chould therc boe the provecsions around the altar with
citron, o cluster of pelmg myrtle pid uwillow branches, wiih
the riotous cclobrations {Pharvisees)s or ehould nil these

1 cfr. lobtelZ,11; Ika13,18.
& Flmkelutein, Jhe Fhsrigees, De1ib.
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unbibiicead ccrencnicy be asizteds {ﬂ'e:!dueeers) ¢} ovor vhet
conntituted "purity” «e wis o bpth cufficient %o makc one
wie Lad bocome vneleon elean {Phorigeos), or must such o
permon tonc hin beth and then wait until even before he could
u¢ clesn? {Sadducees) 1  and e] over $ithing <= chould the
Lerbs oiso be tithod (Fherdseeos), or ohould they be exenpt?
{Zogducens) &

Thug, though the Fharizees vanted ic abide by tho Lag
i Vozeny yot they wonted to S$wist 3% sreund in such o nanner
as Lo Ii% thelr vieus ond thelr custons., If thoe Torsh ~greed
with thedr vicws, then they eclung to it to the lotter, but
when tholr epinion difforec from the writion Tew, tiey wesrs
criy itoo ready o dnterprot it in such o naney as befitted
thiolr vicus, .

In pwidition to Shis, oue mupt further keop in mind
Siat everything that came under tha texm, "lauw®, wem o
fized. Chongeo wore glwoys beling made, new ruich wre
elunys bolng ailded. %It was the nature of the Halachah that
£0 Bover coulid he g thing finished ancé concluded, She too

pources whente it avces wore continunlly £louving onwards. e

3 A mon could Decuseunclean in nany ways, by touching a dead
Dody (Devell,it)e Uy hoving on icoue {(Lev.ll,%)e by having
sexmunl intercuursd {I.ev.:.!}.lﬁ!. ¢te. Im all of these
pacorgoes 1% is pointed c@t that in oxioy to Lecque Gleanu
one had to bathe himscls and wait¥until cven.” lonce the
sadeucoes in this dootyine hield the cormeot view., |
Seripture did nout stote thet hexbo ghould be tidhed. Ilonce
the Havier also Sold these Fhprisecs, for e tithe nint, aml
Tie, ond pll manner of herbs,” (T A11,42) S0 gtrict vere they
in thic reopecd thot they regazved e seporatien of "corumers”
{ofre. LCVe85,22) ne sin, Loy thezeby these cornorsg csesped
tishing, since the poor vere gxonpt frop the tithe.
3 Sohuerey, A Nic £ igh Fag g the Wipe of
depus Glwdpt, I 0 Dedicdé,
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fg thore were conctontly changes boing made in e Life of the

Poople, the Phavicees alusys met then by o change or an siéie

< tlom dn their "Law.Y “The Phovigees Lo alreody found a

Yornple for zecontiling the divine erigin of the Law with its
adaptation o the ohenging needs in lide, throush the UCTEre
coening fiow of tyedition.?d

vorteinly, the rhorigee L o bip mouthelfu2) to chiey
wiell o sgreed Ic vbserve the “law.” Thut word meont, as
wnRg smenticned, alwoct overyihing uhidick pertained to his secial,
politicol, ond reliigioue life; oud §t ail gameundor the one
coldy "Torah, ¥ no metter glhether it wae written or umriiten
Litie

he groet eupliosic which thece Phavieeoe vow laid on
this oreld sod writton law gave rise to one of the caucen for
theldyr rejeectlon of Jeous. Though they were £iiled with owe
ei¢ undoubtedlys oleg, with @ certelin grount of sumization
fox Hime® yet, the foct that Jesus se often trouegrecacd oome
ol tie peolute of :i:s-;niz- Siga™ planted bitlexr noltred in thelr
heazris touard Ifim,

Foesibly the greatest gnimogity arose from the fact
thot Jeogus disvepgaxrded tie regulationg pexrtaining to the
choervance of the Ipbbath. Yory, as was pointsd cul, the Fhorle
8ees o poocibly move so then any other law, adhered strietly
to tho sobbatical rogulstions. Yot, dJecus breZenly want
througk a fiold of corm v th hies dipciples and plucked off
the ears om the tobbath a.:a,y.a Tith wo rogazd to their rulen

whotover He openly healed e :an vho had dropsy,4 cured the

> Vﬁlo Il 9.394.

& u?:;'o 3:&tt-12.12£.
4 cive H:.IG.J.:{!.
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the Infin mon at the pool of Bethesdad and cotered the
BYRogogue ari Bealed @ voran uho hedé been sieck for oighteen -
years® a1l th the Sabbath Day.

Mmoat eouelly vexing for the Fariasces waz the
snviarts gltitude towords the Lowa of purification. The
Yhoricces uere much concermed about the weshings Lefore meols
oné gvout kecping thor zsei.v'c:a vare at all tinmcs. ﬁut Josus
padd little atiwntion to puch ohoorvances. ZThis penctrated
ke dognllctic nerve of the Pharisee ond mnde hin ask Jogus,
"Thy de thy digeiples transgrens the troditions of the clders?
For they wash mot thedr hande when they cat."d

Then, Jesus olgo greatly offended these Fhnrisess
vy aeoocipting with the publicans and simncre, those men
whiom the Phorivecs claspified s belonzing to the Au-larez,
such: "filthinege® they were vot pllowed to touch, But Josus,
uho Lo come into this world to save all pecple, naturslly
ascetclnted with them, went into theiy homes sad ale uith
them. g wondere thal the Fhariseos cant Wie follioning
accusation nt the feot of Jesua" disciplas: Yihy cateth jour
master with grolican ond sinners??d

Hepte, it is not st ell surprising thoet the Phariseen
hated Jesus. “hen Josus, in euditior to bresking Weir “laws® -
coustontly rebuked them, it vas only natursl that this should

inoreage the tenor of their hetred against Nin.d

1 ¢fe. -3'!‘!-.5.11'.'?-.

8 Cfxe LkedTs1TL .

- Eaﬁt ..1 8 ‘.2..

& Z's:t t-.‘-\; |11 .. -

5 Toz another Important recson Why the Joue turned sgniust

Fous, CiTe Po. 42, 52.
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The rhovicien, oiharbng scrupalouely o theldyr Law and
traditium, foit perfootly Juotiffed in condeouning Joocug

fov Wrongproscing theee laws. And Josus, ol the othos hatid,
haviag the full hnovleclge of the true Law of God, hoo aveny
Feason fox rebuiing then nnd ashing, "'hy do ye giso france

ctose tho cwononunents of Joi by your traditiong?vd

ce Tl Sivcerity of the rharicces

ihicre con LG no doubt whntever that, ot tihe begliuing
of the charigsic movencnt, the Yheriscea, that is, the
mogorily of thom, uere wery sincere ond coneclentious in
thelr eiviet cheorvance of the Law,
~ . "Bullding upon the foundativng of the friocily Code,
chdeh hed cpirituslized ooy sacrdfices by noidng of them
coranunion lealling to forgivencos of sine, the Fhericeen
denumicd inner ropeniolice an @ prereguisite uithout ehich
Lo €in ggoinst Vod could be forgiven.”t2
“ihe outvore fomus ond ceremonico by no weang exeluded
tie religion of the heort. Tie Fhardcecs vierc acilidve
iedged %o Lo morel, choste, temporete, ca bDencvolensts.m™
“iie Fhoy isceo mover rogazied tihe moxe doing of the
acticon oo ouificient; in ali and every casc there nuot
be tiio purpoce of scrving fo¢, the intention of plecoing
hin, " ¢
Y0 cozry cut olli the dotalip of thic igu uas wot
even conoideszed o burden by them. In foct, it uns theiz
el aid aln o gein a conplcete interpretoation of the Torah,
if that wore at &l poopible, and then t 1ive up to their
interpretation. Thoy wore ainply thosce “sho wvere opeclally |

exoot atuet the inteypretotion and cbocrvauce of the law,

4 T.éatt.lﬁ.{i. g
2 Bevom, 2 Socipl ond Felizisue ot PIRABERIL
4 Hicxeiozd, J

? vﬁl.I. p.agv.
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hioxice Shey weze the rigidly legol, oo spored themsolves
'm'.- rain gl privetione in itec punetusl fuiflilnent... To
carsy thio (law) out was tio beginning and end of mil ito
cudenvers, "2

Lo mattor how maell or triviel o Uilng mdght be, i
tic hapisee bkuow thnt God vanted him to do i, I felt n
Joy im deing 3t. Do onc cught to r.,uesr.i.m the vhy or the
vberefore of theso thivge. It woo Uod vho commanced, uot
e people, It wns thelr duly to bbey. If one would pick
cul an lustance of mimute reguletion im an oppevent unimpove
Land natter, as for extuple, the zulcs dezling with ane gg
dald uson the Sobbath, ani nsk e Pharisee sbuut 1t, one would
wdoutteuly obtain the folliowing oneuor:

“iho Towuk, the ¢ivime zevelation, extendes over tihe
ulole lli'c. G ite privciplen, wicn drovm out awmd
eppilicd %o thot porticulny casc, yield the reoults ctated
in the :t.!.e,....ah. Boarlng thercon. The divime will is
Caught me In resara to thaty o chetl coiceornp me io the
Going: of tie divime wiil, end not the smnllnece of the
cecacion in segoxd to ghick I do Xt.?

Y Tiups ome con sec tunl the Pliarisces ot onc tize v ere
very esioecerc in their cbservance of the Rowe lougver, onc
will elsu hove o simd € thint tiiip gystem of strict adhezence
t0 lne Law lent itoelf quite readily to cbuse. Thouzh tho
rule from tWe cepimning woas thint evary Plariesce should pere
fozm hic cecas with the proper dutent in the Lhioxi, yet
there were provably some theu alvesdy who merxely vent through
the cutvaxd cbedicunee of mony of the rulese Ang it iz quite

evident that, ap time wont oun, this sincexity aradunlliy gave
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ey %o e vere externcliom and cold formniism,
There ore tuo vzplanations vhich mny be glven in
oxrder 0 shed & 1ittlc 1ight ﬁ;aon the causo of this change:

a} It was guite notursd tint, o8 the Phovioces bee
cnne more-praiinent, they wvould feel more mnd nore the
inportonce ukich they hed gained ans religious leaders
in the wordd, And tho mozre beautiful o peacock becouos,
tie proudor he iikeg to strut. iy should not the sfharie
st gradually present himpcelf as beoutiful ond as 3¥Ce
minent ao pocsible? And with the flexille and cverocharzing
oral lawe hic could constanily «id new frililo and now
incee to bhig cioak of a:uik-rightanusnasa end ctill bring
cverything under the Torah of itomeso.

his explaration agveep very well with Cthe worce of
Jugus uhen He secuses thooe Pharisecs of i:z'ide ang
houghtincos, iafldes:'.rina, the u‘gg:ér geats in the gyhae
goguced .

b) Though the prececing explanntion seeus quite
plousible ond in ogreenent vith Soriptuves, yet lhere
ig o second congidezntion which becrs just oo nuch, poosie
bily even more, wedght as this first one. Tveryone
ip Luily awaze thot human sotuse has great difflculty -
ip finding the “Lopoy medium® of 1life. Feopleo,- in
genoral, have the inciinatlion to go from one extreme to
thae othey,  Hence there uudcubtedly is much truth i
thip that the Phoricees, being vory pletistde .. e,

and going to the extremos in their conscientiocus and

1 Gfl‘.= 3.!:’:--;'11 '43; ':‘-.i..:'.L?.. 3‘-;-'
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legoiistic observence of tio lav, suung oy o the other
cxtrome, inid auide their sincerity ond Plady o Deennco
rationpliotlc. lowever, thoy d2d not woant to zo %o far
8 o clep vut of Cthe Low. The ondy Tooult woulé be thot
tioy would wou obocyrve i% morely cutunsdly,

Thug tiey becanc extermnlistic ond coldiy formmlistic.
though thoy otill adhezou to tha inu, yet the gpirit of :
Wuo obedicuge to thet iaw uns missing. Cexitaindy, Joeocus
currectly ucseribeu thiem vhon e said, “their Leart ig
for ivom me." 1 _
| 48 uas pointed oute bLoth of trece explonatiocns oxe

guite pilousible and 4% is rather navd Lo Zetermdine which
ouC Learc the greatey welght. However, it ia corinin thot
g sinzisees were at .upe time very sincere, mixi that Ly
tie Siug of Josus hed iciten iwlc hypoerisy, into mero
ezloernodicn, aml veIe, oo Jeoun culle them, "DRlind leaders
of tic mzm.'ﬂ%

licuce tie Jgvior strongly rebulked them, couatoutly

ept enlling thenm i:wpocritcs ami “g generation of vipozg. v
Hod they held te the purpose for ghich they hno orgonized,

bad they ocuhered to the Low of llcses in the ma.ner in unich
fiod bou pregeribed, certainly, the Savior would have bed no
zecacon for condenming thom. Hut, by the time lo come 1.0
tie norld, they no longer obeycd the Imw of Uol cut ¢f love
for thelr Lord. They hed set up all soris of potiy ruleo

i :gﬂttolb.ﬁc
iattel5,24,
%:‘fatt.:'s.'.i; cff, aloo Natt.lG,3; Hatt.23, Iff.
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ane regulictions and mode nmuch of thelr cotentodiusnens

iu owder te¢ impreos the people with thelr soening plcty.

fnd all tielr cbeulence to the lav vos only en outward
fovicnliom, their Leart wep uvt with CGoug they had completely
lost the true spizrit of the law.

Ore will have 0 admii, Luucver, tint there wege
erceptiong. Theve were o fow Fharicets cven ab the time of
Josug e still wre elncere pnd wore uot affected by this
prive sy culd externolism. UJiccdemug, uhs no doubt woas a
Fhoxlgee, in oll slroerity was o rond gocker of the Wuthll
Then tiere wao slso Faule Cortaimiy, no one can deny thnt
s zeligdoue life une 0f the henwrt! Uamalicl oo scoms €0
hove been o very congcicntioun oboerver of the law.? But,
one nust keep Iw imd thet these were the excontions audnot
e rula, ."‘Md.it geens g i€ atl the tine of Josus there werc

nly o few of such sincerc :-.=§:ez-ieeef;.

v That the sircere and nan-aa&urnaliétic Eharigees
vere in the prent minority is substentieted by the claspifia
cation of the Pharigees node Ly the Talmud, Tite places.
the Fhorisces into ccven different gzoupe:a a) the
ohoulacr Fhordsce, one ubo, as it ucre, wesrs his (0w aoctiooe
ostentatiously on the shoulders, b) the waiteselittlc “harisce,
ouc uho cver saya, “ialt a-li‘ttle. until I have «>foxzcd
the good act awaiting me," e) the bruiscd Fhorisce, ome cho,

in uxder to avold o vomea, will Fon againot a uall to bralse

d Cize JhieyiET,
& cfr. Acte 5,33&- - 9 s
3 Whip clossificntion io token fyom The Jewioh Tioycicpodias

Vd'l. IX. De 665-
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hingelf cnd bleed, d) the peatle Pharisee, one vho walits
with Lic heat domn as the peetic in mortor, ) tie cvere
reckoning Phericee, one ol Boy s, "Lt me Inow uhint good
1 say G0 to countersct my nogleet," £) the Codefosring
Phorisec, onc cho fears God like Job, @) tie Codeloving
Phorisee, one cho loven God as Abrabam. y

- Ome ees eoe irmediately thot five of these groupe
exc ecgentxic fools, are hypoerites, who are dolng all
thegoe silly ond ridiculous things worely to put on on oute
werd shou of picty. Omly the iast tuo growps give any signs
of sincerity. Asd whe kuows how nuny of the Flariseea ot
tie time of Jecus belonged to the lapt two groupa? Foepibly

wzy foul

= L] % L2 %

“hue the Fhorlsces sore o group gaided completely
Ly ihe ouc woxd, "lav.,” Thig "lawi as uas nentioned, ine
cluded the writtvn Toreh of ieges and the unusitien tradie
tion, wuhich, too, wap to have origimated wi th llogses. %o
carzy cut this "lew® wes the beginning and tg:e end of their
cndeavorg, In deing this they were at £irst very simecre,
But, as tine oent om, thoy gredually loet the spixit of the
lav anv gwung f=as true plely €0 culd Lformnlidsm.

The "law” was, therefoxe, thic cause of the cuccacs,
pid Ggain the couce of the dosnfall of the Pheorisves. Goling
beck %o the Lan of Moses had made them prominent, but by
laogiug the cpirit emd, asa result, by trying $0 cling to
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the law ant o fudfill gll the nisute details,uiiich thoy
g addec to the Poreb, outugrdily, lced them into e:ternolisa
and Wypeezrisye.

It 3s for thio reacom that one mekes the ctateent
that the 1w ploycd thwe nost dnportent zole in thelir theology.
“hat follgug in Soction IX vwiil be powe of thwe cther
Goctrinue, ubich, tos, o a certein sense arc connvcled
with tho lou, wiich, hougver, becausc of their digtinctive
nAatisyG, t}zll be treated scporately. They oxe the doctrines
of God prd His divine providence over mon, of the resurrection
of thoe body end the lumoxtelity of the ssul, of the ¢ectrime

of angele, and of the relaticaship of the Clurch end Gtate.
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Gl
AEER DATRIIES

Ap wop pointed out In the precpaing megcs, tie foupe
dation of vharisalien was the Lau of loscg. Vietd Wod hal
toucht Hieo poople on B%. Sinel hai beon the basis of all
theis tenchinge conceruing the law. As one giveg attention
uou to gome of the othor doctrines of the Fharisves, ho will
again pote trat the founmcation for theoge will ho fourd also
in thg Toreh oY ilosea, or, if not there, thenm, in the writings

of the patriarche sud prophets, widch, acsoriing to the :
Fharisees, were merely further expositions of what wac cobe
talned in the Torali. Farythef 0liowming doctrines arc, 0 a
doxige exient, in clos9 gggrosment with tho teschinge of e

wid Yemimeunt writingo.
1. Livine Urovidence of God «w Free Till of Van

In the doctrine of the Livine Providencse of God oue
cnn: irmediastely coe eis close reletionship Relween the
teachings of the Fherisces ond 0f the 01¢ Tootament. IO,
tie Pherdisees hot precticelly the sane conception of God
op the (¢ Testmwent palrisrchs, Abrebem, Igase, nud Jacoh had.
anG vy aimu_lcin't tiiis be the cnse? Aftezall, $hoy
were jews, ticy vere true song of Abreham, Since they
adhered B0 strictly to the law of llosesm, it ia only notuval
thet the Ood of Abrehem exd the God of Hosce should ve thelr
God, They too believed thut ¢od was the Alnigity leavenly
Father r':im speke: "I em the Almighty God; ualii before nc,
and be thou perfect.”® i@ was to then the coniscient, the

1 Ginel7,1.
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orniprecont, the Loly, the just, tlic merciful, ondé the £0ve
giving GoGe Im Yim thoy must put 21} their ftrust. Him they
ot aluays oboye 1In timeg of distress they muot turn to
Him far help end for guldouece; and inm timc of sucoess, offos
Him preisze ont thonkg. e uas oluays close ot hand, near
ot thelr sice, cluaye roeody to holp sou 1o couiort.
“Ho {God) weunds o heecis, in one actionm. The
Gougn In tvavail, those that go down to the sean, trovele
dern in vezerts, coptives in prdoon, ceat wnd west, north
ac goull, lic heors thow ell, dm cuc aet (0f hearingjiv¥l
In ovicx to diow the great trust chich aaue of the
Pharlacce hed i s God, Pinkelstein relntee the folivuing
ctory,, widch probubly use egend, but vhich really wortrays
e ddepdtrupt foxw chich tiic Phariscen were striving:
_ "Getwrning to hio native city, he (lillel) cou o
LOEEe Cruny uasged in the narkel place, utieripg pelaful
e pathetic crien,. It ves obvicus thet ©oe accident
z:au OCCUEIQd, &L dillel's companione uere aguzious ox
tio paflety of thedr foniiics. The galnt nlone retaimed
hig cquaz:hity. 'Y know that there is nothingwrong in
my homee' he quictly roparked %o his folliomors, At with
thnt sgsurpuce hc pracaec.e.. intc the cidty to izguire
efter tiwe couse of the commoticn.®
. ¥iukelotcin continues: Yiillel would haove beon lacking
in true fnith, bad he, noticipg the déigturbonce, feaved
fox his oun wife aceé chiloren. WFhen e hed leit, Lo
Lod entrusted them in the cexe of Gode %o digplay any
armiety vae to cuspect the Cuerdlan. dccidents ndght
inveed oceur, but only to those whe locsed faid trust. S
The Fhaxisces placcd much strees ales oo the Unencss
of God, Thoy believed tint there cxicted ouly oue God, end

tiey wore sivays ready to condenn the heathen wlo HOXe wike

i Nexafozd, (LoXx ;sﬂm
& &'1!1’;-51550!&-; 3 i 11. #8G.



