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9. 

for united action and wienimous testinony, He first lays upon 

thom” -.- it must needs be sof --- "tho commandment to Love one 

enother," 98) me lesson they Lesrned woll. “Yertullion speaks 

of it as tho glory of the primitive church thet the Christians 

wore know by their affection to ono another, ‘Their advorsaries 

took notice of it, ond said, 'See how these Christians love. one 

another ji 89) arpa 

SPEOTAL REMARES Renenbering Lev. 19, 18: h’PQ -.x°5 
WY? BAUS) AZY 2a9°aX 1:Ba-49) 

2M} +30, 213D 2 We eve, at first, startled to hear our 

terd speak of an *yToAn Katyn » a "new coumandnens”, 99) im 

whab sonse was it “new"? The ICC 91) pregonts two roasons why 

the Savior spoke of the 4/7odn Kalyn_: "The New Commandment 

  

85) This is the sentinent expressed by the Expositor's Gk. He Te, 
De 820: "ho announcement formerly made to tho JoWS ae. lie 
NOW, , males to the disciples, arousing thoir attention 
to what follows, as His lest injunctions,” ilatthew Henry, 
in his notes on 18, 35, explains: "They could not follow Him 
to His cross, for they had not courage and resolutions it 
appeared that they could not, whon they ell forsook Him and 
fled, lor could they follow Ein to His crown, for they had 
not a sufficiency of. tholy own; nor wore thoir worl and wer- 
fare yet finished," 

8G) Godot, ob. Gite, ps 126, ‘He would leave, but they would fol- - 
low. Ho would go, but He would come again. And in the moan-= 
while: 'Leve ono another!'", Fahling, ons Cites pe 598. 

&7) Exvositor's Gir, N. Tey De S20. 
88) How pro 16 disciples were) Recall their controversy, Li. 

22, 25ff. 
89) latthew Henry, See his coments on 13, 35. 
90) “Goumandment", not in the sane sense that the Decalogue given 

by Moses wore called “comaandmonts", iit., the “ten words", 
gt22900 au ¥, Ex. 34, 28, but as an “evangelical comand," 
a GoSpeimpiea: “Love ono enother!" The ICC, p._526, under- 
scoring the word sero dns remarks: “He /Josus/ claimed 
to ‘give commandwents', and so claimed to be equal with God.” 
Gf, 14, 15. 

91) Pe 527. Godet, ons Cltes De 126, substantiates this: “the 
enbively new oh taccer of Christian love is brought out by 

the words, ‘one enother!, and then still moro clearly by the 

explanation which follows, ‘as I have loved you'." Some have  



ae
 

  

  

  

is norrover in range ond is inspired by « now motive." 

  

tho /cvTodn Nalv% is nerrower in renge. Tho i 

positor's Gis He is 9%) quotes Grotive as expleining: "Hoyun’ 

autem dicit quia non agit. de dilectione coment omiun ese Sed 

de specieli Christilanorum inter se aqua talos sunt." And Holtze 

monn 95) wastes: uZs ist dic ola ad cd bia im Unterschied von 

der sllgemeinon _¥ per ” ." “Gis love does not apply to the 

whois mmon fenily in gonersl, as might be said of the Law of 

charity weitten on tho conscience nor specially to tho monbers 

oi the Jowish. nation, Llke the Coansaent in Leviticus, but m= 

braces all believers neither more nor lesa. This is on cntirely 

new circic,” 94) 4, now cireleo, on immer circle, has been formed, 

end in this a special obligation is due from each to cach (or. 

Gal. G, 10)<eee. the iden that PidddedGia, the love of Christian 

disciples for CGhristion disclples, is a virtue at all, was a now 

iden....! 95) 

. And this "new idea” brings with it “ea now motive™: 

igs 96) ZT nave loved you"! “From this new hearth there “issued 

forth tho flame of en affection very aifferent from any which 

  

f . 
4 

. 

tried to clerify the moaning of _scasves_ by showing that in 

Johennine literature "the vorb _¢ 7d ¢iv_ is never used ss. of 

men's love for man, but alveys ? fol Tod et O1CLL OS ats 
I John 2, 103 5, 10. 140.553 4, 7. 20, Fut the ICC, vhich simply 

montions this fact in passing, asserts: This “does not justify 

us in distinguishing sharply betwoon the meaning of the two 

verbs." (2, 528). : 

92) 2. 620. ‘ ¢ 
93) woted algo by the Bxpositor's Gis N. Tey De 820. 
94) Godets, ops cites DDs 126-1 BY gai. 
95) ICG, pe S27. g» : 
96) TAs" wom xewes --- "moans moro than a simple comparison 

(.f@ } it indicates a conformity and characterizes 
tho mutual love of the bolievers xs: of the sane nature as 

that which unites deaus to the pellever, oach return mins to 

His brother the love with which Jesus loved hin.“ Godot,



11, 
  

the world hed hitherto known: in CHRIS? 4s tho ‘true oxplanation 

of the word, new. It Is a femily affection, and tho fanily ‘come 
into existenes that very hour, * 27) . onas love, chiefest of ell 

virtues, was to becone the very “badge” 98) by which o11 men 

shoulé recognine the disciples of Jesus, Of. v. 35! 

  

B. JOHN 15, 56 ~ 14, 4, 

OCCASTOH on this announcements of the Master that 

He was shortly to be taken from thom, 

follow the characteristic utterancen of the Giscipies, 99) 4;ips¢ 

es usual, Asyer aw Te Siuwy Mérpes seve" 109) tere are You 

Going, Lord?" he asks, Domine, auo yadis? 101) "Me practical 

  

ee ee ee 

BPs Cite: De 127. - And how the Lord hed loved them! rites 
Hatthew Senry,. commenting upon 16; 64:3 "Ha spoke kindly to 
them, concerned Himself heartily for them and for their welfare, 
instructed, counselled; end comforted them, prayed with thom 
end for thom, vindicated them when they were accused, took their 
pert when they were run dow, and publicly owned: then to be 
Cenrer to ifha than His mothor or sister or brathor, He reproved 
them for wheat was euiss, and yot compassionately bore with their 
feilings, excused them, made the best of them, and passod by 
many an oversight, «Thus He had loved them, and just now washed 
their feet...." Be mindful also “of the special instance of 
love to ell His disciples which He was now about to givo, in 
laying down His lite for then.” 

97) Godot, op. cite, ps 127. - Natthow Henry (see his comments 
on 15, 34) takes the word "new" in a fourfold sense: 1) 
‘a venewod commandment", "This commandment had been so cor- 
rupted by the treditions of the Jewish church that when 
Christ revived 1t and set it.im a trne Misht 14 micht woll 
be celled a new commandmont." 2) “An excellent commend, 
28 Q new song is on oxcellent song." 5) "An overlasting 
command vse a8 the new covensnt which sholi never decay," 
4) "as Christ gives it; it is new. Before it was, Thou 
shelt love thy noighbor; now it is, You shail love one snothor; 
“5 28 pressed an a more winning way when it ts thus pressed 
as mutual duty owing to one anothor." 

98) So Matthew Yenry calls it. 
$9) "Their intimacy with Jesus was such that they ventured evon 

at this solemm hour, ond while Ne was pine hea pexevelt? 
to ask questions at any point where they did not understan 
Him, alweys addrossing Him with the Kujoie of respect (15, 373
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instructions Christ had given then concerning brotherly love he 

overlooks, and asks no questions weon them, but fastens upon 

that concerning which Christ purposely kept them in the dart," 102) 

Guvlously we inquire, What prompted Simon's question? ‘Where did 

he think his Christ was going? “Did he imagine, as the Jews once 

imagined 103) | that the Savior was about to betake Himself to 

"tho dispersed enong the Greezs" and teach them? Or did a fore- 

boding of disaster, grim but unavoidable, luriz: behind his wonder= 

ing? This view liatthew Henry 104) propounds.. Others chose to. : 

put into his Domine, quo vadis?t fanciful thoushts of a temporal 

Icingdom, So Godet 295); "1145 mind dwelt on’ the thought: Jesus 
is soing to glory! Peter had no doubt about it (v. 52). why, 

then, after heaving walked lie His Master upon the waters, and 

ascended with Him the Mount of Trensfiguration, could he not fol- 

low Him to His glory, and roturn with Wim.to earth when He should 

establish His Kingdom?" Or was his imagination soaring primarily 

hosven-werd? when he asked his second question, “Yny cannot I fol-~ 

low Thee?", did he imply, "sc., into the hoavenly places"? 106) 

  

De 524) says, those interruptions, “being germane to the subject, 
carry it only forward." : 

14, 5. 22)." ICC, p. 540. Hovertheless, as Hdershoim (op. cites 

100) Expositor 's Gl. Ne Tey De 821, 

101) Thus translates the Vulgate. 
102) Hetthey Henry. See his comments on 15, 56. 
103) Cr. John Vs 55- 

104) Gf, his renerks on 15, 36: ‘“Heving heard his Master so often 
speak of His ow sufferings, surely he covld not understand ? 
Him any othorwise than of His going away by death; and he 
rosolves a3 Thomas did that he will go end die with Hin; 

for better dle with Him than live without Hin,” 
105) Op. Clte, de 128 
108) Tepe seo,
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FRO nol OF Mindful of Bar-Jonas! inquiry, Jesus 

turns, first to him, then to the baffled 

Ton whose spokesman Peter had been, 

1. John 15, 56-58. Jesus turns to Simon, Tonderly, 

He evoids his ill-boding Quo vadist. He does not needlessly ex- 
  

cite then "by plainly telling them of His death, for He has mich 

to sey to them which He wishes them to listen to undisturbed," 107) 

For Bernard 108) , who finds in the statement of our Lord to Peter: 

"Thou shelt follow He afterwards!", "no reference ... to Peter's 

death by martyrdom", Godet's interpretation of the divine reply 

is tenable: "The saying in 14, 2-5 leads us to think rether of 

reasons of another nature /why Simon could not now accompany 

Christ/, in the first place, the road is not yet open, redenyp- 

tion not yot’ gffecteds then Peter himself is not yet pronared 

for heaven, 109) rue, while Christ here thought, without a 
doubt, of the Crown laid up in hoaven, He more vividly, on this 

Sed. night, visioned the Cross which at this point ley between 

Him and the Crowne 

And so, it seems, did Peter. Imagining, as wo picture 

it, the on-rushing calamity.which awaited his Teacher, the be- 

wildered disciple-student, offended that Jesus deemed hin too 

  

107) Exoositor's Gk. Ne Tes De S21. 
108) ICC, p. 529. ; 
109) Gp. cit., p. 128. I cannot accept this position, I think, 

for instence, of Abrahem, Isaac, Jacob, etc., who certainly 
"followed" Ghrist into Paradise before the actual Passion 
and Rising of the world's Redeemer, Study Heb. 11! To the 
Jews Christ said, dohn &; 56: “Your father Abrahem re- 

Joicec to see Ky day, and he saw it ond was glad." Had it 
been God's will, why could Peter not have gone to heaven 

before Christ's crucifixion and ascension, even as his



  

14, 
  

incapable of facing death with Him, declared himself ready to 

undergo mortyrdom: "liy lifo I will ley down for Thy sake!" 

Jesus, in a mannor cheractcristic of His final discourse, 

repcats the promise of the once-proven Rock-lMan. "iiethiniks," 

Comments Matthew Henry 229), ‘me seems to have said this with a 
smile: ‘'Perhaps thy promises are too larse, too lavish to be 

relied ons; thou dost not consider with whet reluctancy end struc- 

glo e life is leid Gown, and whet a hard task it is to Gies not 

80 soon done as said!'" whereupon the ommiscient Jesus, viewing 

in spirit the fire of coels and the crowing cock, predicts a 

throefoid doniel, 41) "It is not recorded that reter gave any 

reply to this prediction, which, introduced as it was by the 

Solem ‘Verily! Verily!', must have beon ea grievous blow to hin. 

He docs not appear egain until 16, 15." 112) 

Stoeckhardt 115) Summarizes these verses thus: ndesus 

bezougte seinen diingern nochmals, dasz die Stunds seiner Verl- 

liévung, seiner Vorherrliching gekoumen sei, und gecot ihnon, sich 

unter ginander zu lieben, wile or sic goliebt habe." 

2. John 14, 1-4, Jesus now turns to tho baffled Ton 

whose spokesman 114) Simon Foter had been. He “set Himself to 

comfort. the rest who were full of sorrow upon whet He had said 

  

father-in-theefalth, Abrehem? ‘The latter part of Godet's reason 
ing is sounder. Simon was not yet prepared to go with Jesus. 

110) See his remarks on 15, Sa. 
111) Mark consistently states (14, 50; 14, 72) that the cock crew 

twice, atthew (86, 543 26, 74), luke (22, S43 22, 60), and 
John (15, 553; 18, 27) refor only to one cock-crowing, ayparsnt- 

ly. Gf, Sdershoim's commont, ope cite, 0. 557, footnote 1. 
112) IGG, ne 530. 
115) Sp. cit. « 266, 
114 qaecehen ant Maris represent all the disciples es making the | 

seme declaration, which made it all the more necessary to  


