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oped the religious survey,l and was in large part respons=
ible for the churches becoming recognized as significant
soclal service centers, Thus the wmovemeant toward lavger
federations grew;

In the meantime schools and univeraities were beg-
inning to take over responsibility for the sociological edu-
cation of the clergy, with Chicago University, under thoe leade
ershi§ of Shailer liathews, A.V. Small, and Charles R, Hendersaon,
becoming the most important center.2

The attltude of the churches over agalnst socialism
changed remarkebly in tho course of the years. At first the
churches rejected socialism, but they later came to regard
socinlism as a spiritual means to a social end.’ Socleties
developed to spread the socialist teachings in the churches.
The Christian Socialist Fellowship" was organized in 1906,
with the aim to show that "soclalism is the economic expres-
sion of the religlous life."® Other groups arose to gather
and spread sociological data for use 1n the churches.? So
widespread did the interest in social service become that by
the vears immediately preceding the first Vorld Wer almost
all religlous bodies had established social service commissions.
The churches which took the lead in the "social awakening"
wore the llethodist groups. They took a leading part in the
temperance movement and in the fight for the abolitlon of

child labor. The liethodist Episcopal Church (North) under-

liiopleing, OD. Gibes DDe 274279
2Sweet, Op. cit., pp. Sl2ff.
Silopkinsg, op. c¢it., p. 183

4ilopkins, Op, Cite, D. 241
5ﬂopkins: ODe Clle.s Cl:aptor 16
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ook social action officielly largely a~ tho reasult of the
efforts of a voluntary organization pus:irs aocial Christe
ianiﬁy within lethodism, and by December 7, 1907, it organ-
ized the Miethodlst Federation for Socisl Service." In
1908 the Genoral Conference adopbed a "Soeinl Creed,™t which
with a few varlations became the Federal Councilts "Socisl
Creed of the Churches."

llethodlsts, it may be noted, were always very acte
ive in union moverents, carrying their hope for the reunion
of Christendom from Wesley, who had hopod thaet llethodism
would be the nueclaus for such reunion. A liethodist was a
Maost influential® delegate to the organization meeting of
the Evengelical Alliance in London in 1846, others took an
Important part at the World Evangelical Alliance meeting in
Berlin, in 1357, llethodists were influential in establish-
ing the American branch of the Alllance, and lliewise in tho
formation of the Pederal Council, A lethodist, E.R. Hendrix,
became the first president of the Federal Council., Hetiio=
distas were also prominently represented at the World Conf-
erence on Falith and Order at Lausanne, éwitgerland. in 1927,

“he varilous forces operating for church union in
1901 brought about the "latlonal Federation of Churghes and
Christian Workers," whose task was to establish another org-
anization which would represent interdenominational attitude

and action on a non-theological basis. This body met from

TP TRCHURCH November 15=-21, 1905, ot Carnegie Hall,
CONPERBLCE ON
EEDEﬁggégﬂ New York. Official delegates from thirty

lsae Hopkins, ODe Clbe, Be 221
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denominations attended. The chief item of businsss was the

"Plan of Federation," which In 1008 became the constitution
of the Foderal Council.

Thoological differances had not prevented the leaders
of thls conference from working together. Thus, for exampls,
Willlam H. Roberts, who had done much of the preparatory work
connected with the meeting, was a conservative Presbyterian,
vhile the chalrman of the comulttee in charge of the Confer-
encoe was Willlam Hayes Vlard, a Congregational liberal. This
was the spirit of unionism,

One purpose of this body was the promotlon of fel=
lowship among its mombers., This furtherance was put into
action on the firat Sunday of the conference, when ssch min-
ister was appointed to preach in the pulpit of some church.
ctheor than his omn.l Such gction was, of course, unionism,.

A significant occurrence at this conference was a
debato over the inclusion in the "Plan of Federation” of the
word "divine" before "Lord and Savior." The word was finally
included. Apparently this word excluded Unitarians from the
organigation to be set up, though actually also the Unltarians
can gpeak of Chriast as "divine."® ‘The liberals within Christ-
ian denominations certainly did not let the word stand in the
vay of their membership in the later Federal Council.

For practical purposes this meeting represented
the begimning of the Pederal Council, though the Councll was

not organized as such until three years later. #nd already

1n.B. Sanford, Origin and History of the Flee., P. 211
23ee Horsch, ODs Cib.s OCRADGET 9, DPe (0=8




The new organigation took action immediately on
soclal problems of the day.l Sanford led in a movement of
protest concerning charges of cruelty to natives of the Bel-
glan Congo. He spoke to churech groups throughout the country,
conferred with Secretary of State Elihu Root, addressed a long
letter to President Roosovelt, and organized a campaign of pro-
test to Congress. During this same period the Executive Com=-
nittee of the liational Federation led a successful campaign
to stop race track gambling in New York State, used its Iinf-
luence to secure more stringent divorce laws for South Dak=-
ota, and treated problems of temperance, immigration, and co=-
operation in home missions. It likewise established cordial
relations with the Y.ll.C.A. and the Y.W.C.A.

Such activities showed that the purpose of the
newly proposed Council was not to change the character of
men by means of the power of God's VWord, and thus to better
the world, but to improve society and consequently also the
individual by legal enasctments. Such work showed a woeful
lack of understanding of the real nature of sin as an offense
against God, as well as ignorance of the true work of the
Chureh, The task which this body assumed for itself was to
become the conscience and guide of the government. That

",agk" is a prominent feature of the soclal gospel.
The first meeting of the Federal Council was

held at Philadelphia from December 2-8, 1908. The opening
addres£ by the presiding officer, V.H. Roberts, bears scrut-

lgge Hutchison, op. c¢it., Ps 37, and Sanford, op. cit.,
Chapter l1l4.
2Tbidem, pp. 245-248



iny. The speaker stressed the "fact" of the "substantial
unity of the Christien Churches of the Hation." This "sub-
stantial unity” does not exist. As a second "fact" the speaker
ORGANIZATIONAL produced the assertion that cooperation was
HEETING OF DPHE o
FEDERAL COUNCIL needed "for the moral and spiritual welfare
of the nation and of the world." Previous activities of the
Wat ional Federation had shown the needed cooperation to be
united effort in political and social gbspol action, not co=-
operation in the proclamation of the one message which can
save men's souis. The fact is that these men couid not have
cooperated in preaching the Gospel of salvation through the
redeeming blood of Chrilst if they had wanted to, because many
of them simply did not possess this Gospel, and were unwilling
to turn to it. A final "fact" impressed by Roﬁerts was "that
the Council witnesses to the truth that the only enduring
hope for the salvation, progress and perfection of mankind,
in this and all lands, is to be found in falth in and obed=-
jence to Jesus Christ as the divine Savior..." However, there
is no "perfection of mankind" outside the imputed righteous-
ness of faith, and, as with the first "fact," the actions of
the National Federation had shown that under the terms "sal-
vation” and "faith" social salvation by the work of men was
understood.

The newly organized Federal Council at once set
up machinery for the furtherance of "Christian union." It
recom ended that the several churches of the Council formally
encourage, or at least authorize, thelr constituent bodies to

enter into cooperation and federation with the constituencies
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of other denominations in their states for fuller and more
efficient work.l The Council set up a committee on "Organe
ization and Development,”" uwhose duty was to develop a secr=-
etarial force to help organize state and local federsations

of churches for "the unifying of»religious forces in the ad=
vauncement of great movements that 'concern Christians of
evory name and domand thelir concerted action, if the church
is to lead effectively in the conquest of the world for Christ. "2
Unfortunately this "conquest for Christ" meant only the win-
ning of the world Tfor the social goapel. The leaders of the
Council also planned to eostablish as ranidly as possible off-
icea in strategic centers of population, for the purpcse of
eateblighing more and more federations of the churches. Thus
this Councll made clear its intention to unite the churches
and revolutionize the social ordef.

The Federal Council also took up the problem of
labor and industry at this meeting. The Councll declared
"ghat the complex problems of modern industry can be inter-
proted and solved only by the teachings of the liew Testament,
and that Jesus Christ 1s final authority in the social as in
the individusl life." The Council regarded the fundamental
purpose of the labor movement as ethical. To express its
attitude on this question the Federal Council adopted the
ethodist Social Creed. It urged the churches to soclalize

their message and to take cognizance of movements for the

1Sanford. op. cit., Pe 254

2Ibiden

3From the Report of the Committee on the Church
and lModern Industry (now Commission on the Church and

Sociael Service), quoted in Sanford, op. cit., p. 495



betterment of social and industrial conditions.

Pacifism found expression at this early meeting.
The Council placed itself on record as declaring that war
is evil, and that the Council favored the creation of the
International Court of Arbitral Justice proposed by the Second
Hague Conference.l The unqualified statement that war is
evil found expression eventually in the declaration that war
is the "world's chief collective sin,”

The new Councll considered also other problems and
topics, such as those of marriage, divorce, "Week Day Instruc-
tion in Religion,” and others dealing with most phases of
human life. '

The great wealkmess in gll this expehditure of
effort was the delusion that charscter in individuals was
to be produced by the Churech through its evangelical and
educational nrogram. A deep ingight into the true nature
and terrible consequences of sin 1is simply absent from the
records. The Kingdom of God is misconstrued as an earthly
kingdom to be brought in by consecrated men.

The tragic conseqﬁance of such woeful miscons-
truction and misapplication of God's VWord 1s that the entire
philosophy and policy of the Federal Council has turned into
a channel away from God's Vord and opposed to God's will,
while the pure treasurs of the Gospel is allowed to lie un=-
used, uncared for, under an ever=increasing heap of rubbish.

The consequent history of the Federal Council will show that

this judgment is not too severe.

lganford, op. cit., p. 265
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Chapter 2
TilE THEOLOGICAL BASIS OF T FEDERAL COUNCIL

The constitution of the Federal Council declares
that the Council "shall have no suthority over the constit-
uent bodies... to draw up a comon creed or form of govern-
ment or of worship, or in any way to limit the full autonomy
of the Christian bodies adhering to 1t."1 These words appar-
ently prevent the Council from promoting any particular theo-
logical position., Actually, examination of the writings and
utterances of prominent leaders in the Federal Council reveals
that the latter is committed to a definite point of view in
theology, namely to lLiodernism.

The commitment of the Federal Council to lodernism
has come about through a small proup of liodernists vho are in
control of the Council. Variocms factors have made it possible
SIALL GROUP for such a group to gain and maintain con=-
I CONIROL

trol. A lerge measure of power has been
vogted in the Executive Committee.g which has authority to do
all business of the Council in the intervals of its meetings
end to f£ill all vacancies, asnd to waich the Departments and

Standing Committees are subject,® This Committee also has

4
large powers of appointment and nomination, - winich enable it

to place men of its own preference in important, key positions.

" 5 M oa
38¥§8nneilgﬁg)13§% Q%gP%}OPgG P%%ve°§omm2g€¥t13n£ined
by Constitution, s.v. "Plan of Federation," 9 section c.
Cf._section b. See also By-Laus, Article IV,
°Const1tution, By-Laws, Article VI.
Ses Comstitution, "Plan of Federation," 9b and e.
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Another factor which makes 1t possible Sor the
loaders of the Federal Council to exercise remarlksble control
is their noneaccountabllity to the various member denominations,.
Hutchison calls attention to the fact that the Council "has
neveor been tied too closely to the denomination either with
respect to financlal support or formulation of program."t The
Commissions and Committees are responsible only to the Execute
ive Committee, and are thus semi-autonomous. Hutchison desc=
ribes the implications of such semi-autonomy: "...ignored by
the churches, thoso comissions went their way under the guide
anco of individuals deeply concerned about thelr objects. When
the progrem had attained sufficisent proportions and momentum
the churches Wwere confronted with an accomplished fact. The
Councill then had a potent leverage by which to influence church

n2

opinionees lior 1s the Councill altogether financlally account-

able to the denominations., Thus in 1928 the constituent bodies
contributed only {89,284 for a budget of 5;3409.935.5
Thug it is evident that the member churches of the
Gouncil have little control over the policies of the Council.,
Minancial pressure could not effect a change because most of
the Gbuncil's funds come from without the membership. Those
within the Council desiring change might attempt to bring it
about by judicious use of the ballot at the bi-ennial meetings,
but the wealmeus there is the support for candidates to office

nominated from the floor casily could be too scattered to be

lie Are Not Divided, pp. 310=311
1ldem, pp. 60f.
5%6e Hutchison, Ibldem, pp. 57f., on the Federal

Council's sources of income.
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offectiveo,

One effective means of registering protest against
the policies of the Council's leadership remains open, That
method is withdravial from the membership of the Council.t To
nany, however, that seems too drastic a step, and they do not
teke it. Other church bodies do not withdraw because they are
themselves under the control of men in sympathy with the Council,
or because their members actually do not know anything about
the Federal Council, lievertheless, withdrawal from Council
membership seems to remain the most effective way for the ind=-
ividual congregation or denomination to compel variation of
pollcy on the part of the Councll leadership,

in view of the apparent ease wilth which a parti-
cular element may perpetuate its control over the Federal
Council it bgcowes obvious that the character of the group
in esteblished control will have a great deal to do with the
goneral policy of' the Council as such. Therefore we are int-
erested in the theological position of the Council's leaders,

We shall first investigate the religlous baliefs of

the presidents of the Council, together with the views of some

IEADERS ARE of them on political issuwes, The first
ODERNISYIC
AllD RADICAL predident of the Council, E.R. Hendrix,

goeris to have been conservative. His succesaor, Dean Shaller

lathews, was definitely liberal, as is to be seon from his

lgge Hubtchison, ope. Cit., for changes and camses therefor
in membership of the Council, pp. 56f.

2¥he time 1s past when...lngersoll can be consldered as
a "veritable anti-Christ.'" From The Constructive Quarterly,
p. 106, Harch 1913, quoted by Horsch, OpP. €Cit., P. ¢




as "those elements’of the cosmic activity with wnich personal
relations are possible,"t

Frank llason North, third president of the Federal Council,
stressed the social gospel..aaserting that the church must
stand for human progress, and must accept its "social mission.,”
Horth was the originator of what soon came to be known as the
"Soclal Creed of the Churches."@

Robert E. Speer was a defender of "flagrant Modernism,”

according to a charge made against him by a Presbyterian mis-

5 and an advocate of the social gospel.4 He

5

sionary in India,
vas also a vice president of the Anti-Saloon League.
; S. Parkes Cadman has been charged with denying the
infallibllity of the Bible, the Virgin Birth, deity of Jesus,
and the miracles of Jesus.6 Furthermore he declared that
"the day is past when any realm of our economic, social, pol=
itical or international life will be resarded as outside the
sphere of the responsibility of the churches. "’

Francis J. licConnell was a member and supporter of
several Communistic parties and organizations.a His religious
liberalism is manifested in the following statement from his
book The Christlike God: "I repeat agaln that I have not the

slightost objection to what might be called the total-humanising

1o Atonement and the Socisl Process, D. 37 ggoted by
Horsch, og. Cite, Ds G5. BSeo6 also, Horscl, oD. Cit.,
PPe 853 °

2Hutchison. ope. cit., PP. 46f.
5Sunday Schoog Times, July 25, 1936

43ge Hutchison, Op. Cib., P. 93
930e diagram in “green Book"
61,4, Springer, Termites, p. 31

7ilandbook of the Churches, 1930, p. 7
.He Post, 18 o lederal Council a Dead Issue?, P. 23
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of the Christlike in regard to actual earthly conditions, "L
In the same book jlcConnell declares that the "tendency to
deify Jesus" 1s "nore heathen than Christian,"®

Albert V. Beaven.wuas one of the signers of a letter
to President Roosevelt urging him to go farther to the "loft, "0
The Sunday School Times sald of him that he 1s "of Colgate-

Rochester Divinlty School, well known as one of the most 1lib-
eral and modernistic of our theological seminaries."?
Ivan Lee Holt, writing in the Christian Century
of October 11, 1939, says of the Churech that it is not Pri-
marily an institution but a community fellowship, "the Comme
unity of the holy imegination¥ that it "possessed the liquid
fire of human ethlcal energy before 1t crystallized into creed
or code or instlitution--The Christian community possessed
something which no man had for himself."?
Edgar DeWitt Jones was a member of Communist organ=
1zations,’® and a defender of the ™killing, by Communist-led
firing squads, of priests and nuns in Spain.“7
Georgoe A, Buttrick stemped himself as lodernlsi by

8 a denial of inspire

his signature on theo "Aubura Affirmation,"
atlion, the Virgln Birth, the abtonement, resurrection and mirac-
los of Jesus. Ille declared his liodernism in the pamphlet Is

There Room for the Preacher Today?, where he says: "Admittedly

see editoriéi cbmmeht in The Presbyterian..May é. 1929
Bcuoted by G.R. Post, op. Clb., pP. 49

3fbidom. Ds 25
4731y 25, 1936

Suuoted by G.R. Post, op. cit., p. 24

2 ———et——

Ibidem, p. 51
7™Mhe Federal Council Speaks," (pamphlet), p. 4
83ce E. Rian, Presbyterian Conflict




God is a faith=-='our desrest faith,? Adnittedly God 1s a
doubt-=Tour ghastlieat doubt.'  Perchance He must be a falth
and doubt if life is to keep 1ts courage and knowledge, its
'zeal..."l The pamphlet, "The Federal Council Speaks," marks
Buttrick as decidedly Communistic in his sympathiles. Irs.
Post rocords this comment on Buttrick from the United Church
of Canada: "How the churches in America could put such a
blatant infidel at its head is a surprise to me."@

Luther A. Welgle stated in a pamphlet written in
1931 that a revival of religion "will not come through the
reiteration of time-worm dugmas."s The pamphlet,"The Federal
Council Spoaks,® lists Veigle as having been connected with
the Viar Resisters league, the North American Committee to Ald
Spanish Democracy, and the lational Religion and Labor Found-
ation.4 |

The most recently elected president of the Federal
Council is Henry St. George Tucker. Ve find the following
gtatement by him in the December 20, 1942 issue of the Living
Church: "If the Christian Church is to be a vital factor in
the solution of the proﬁlems that confront us at the prescnt
time, the activities of its various branches must be coordin-
ated... Evil is so firmly entrenched in human soclety that we
cannot hope to dislodge it by scattered, disconnected assaults.

The Federal Council offers us an opportunity to coordinate

lpamphlet issued by the Department of Evangelism of the
Pregbyterian Churzh. quoted by Post, op. cit., pp. 43f.
on. cit, « 44
S¥From ne'Ngw Paganism and the Coming Revival, quoted

by Horsch, Op. cite, P.. 227 » _
‘ gSee aépen ix on radical organizations
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our efforts and thus enable Christ to fulfill in our time

His promise that against His‘Church 'the gates of hell shall
not prevail.?"(italics mine). These words indicate that also
Tucker will hew to the line of the social gospel.

Such, then, are the presidents of the Federal
Counciz., It may be that the general secretaries of the Council
are in an even more important and strategic pcsition to infl-
uence Council policy than are the presidents. It is certain
that two of these gecretaries, who have been associated with
the Council for most of its life, exercised very considerable
influence in the Council, \

Charles S, llacfarland has held various offices
within the Council from the time of its inception, having
been Gerneral Secretary most of the time, from 1915 until the
'thirties. Hutchlison attributes the Council's place of lead=-
ership and guthority to Macfarland.l lacfarland is the arch
unionist. He declared: "I am willing to talk with men upon
almost any other subject but that of Christian unity. The
Important thing is to get them together to show them the
comion social bask."® To lacfarland doctrine is only a hind-
rance to union.

Samuel ilcCrea Cavert for a time worked together with
Hacfarland as secretary, lator becoming sole General Secretary.
Cavert reveals his Eheology in the following excerpt from a
germon on July 10, 1932: "For who can trace mankind from

an smoeba in the slime to the brilliant mind of Einsteln

192. Cites, Peo 61 :
Luote Horsch. OE. Cito' Pe 187



