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FOREWORD

the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ
in fmerica during the past thirty-odd years has gained
an extraordinarily large influence in the affairs of the
American Protestant church, and American life and govern=
ment, It has been thought well, because of the extensive
power of the Federal Council, to investigate the Council,
with reference to its background, religion and work, with
special treatment of those factors wiich make control by
tho Federal Council in religious, civil and political life
intolerable. It is to a study of suech features that this

papor 1ls dedicated.
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Chapter 1
ORIGIN AVD ORGANIZATION

The Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in
merica is a federation of Protestant denominations in the
United States "for the prosecution of work that can be bet~
ter done in union than in separation.“l

The program of the Federal Council2 shows that
much of the work to be done "in union® is sociél in nature.
The social aims of the Federal Council are summarized in the
"Social Ideals of the Churches.“3 vhich were borrowed from
llethodisnm.

The question quite naturally arises as to what
prompted churches to enter upon a program so gpparently this-
worldly. The answer to that problem lies in the history of
religious liberalism,

The history of modern religious liberalism begins
with F. E. D. Schleiormacher (died 1834), who taught that
"feeling® or "irmedlate self-consciousness" 1s the center
of all relipious knowledge.® This teaching made every indi-

fidual his own authority in religilon.

130 worded in the Congtitution of the Federal
Cougeil (1932 form), s.v. "Plan of Federation.”

“liereafter referred to by this abbreviated form,

9The Goneral Conference of the liethodist Church
adopted the "Social Creed" in 1908, This was taken
over in a revised form by the Federal Councid. The
sociel Ideals of the Churches" are listed in their
revised (1952) form in L.P. Qualben, A History of the
Christien Church (1936 edition), p. 549.

Zq00 l.H. lieckintosh, Types of llodern Theology, PP.
60ff., 75, 95, 101, and J. lorsch, liodern Religious
Liberallsm, P. 92,
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flbrecht Ritschl (died 1889) "made religion still
more subjective by demanding that'every objective teaching
is to be tested and judged by the practical value for =y own

inner 1life or experience.!"™

Thus the love of God i1s true
because it has "value" for our lives, whereas it is "an error

to put the righteousness of God in oppogition to His 1ova."2

unification of the human race, through action prompted by

universal love to our n.eig,hbor."S

Sin is not an offense
against God, but an "individual phenomenon, each of us in
turn belng led astray by the bad influences emanating from

"  The antidote to "sin® would then be

our collective life.
the "Kingdom," This idea becomes prominent in the social
gospel.

A later aspect of religious lliberalism is the
historico=religions method, which seeks to explain Chrigte
ianity as being but one in a related series of religions,.
liackintosh formulates this thesis of the historico-religion=-
ists thus: "411 religions come within a uniform field of
development, though not in a single line of evolution, The
deepest thing in them is...mystical and intuitive contact
with the supersensible... It exhibits a real forward move-
nente.s One religion asmongst the others is Christianity."s

Thig school teaches thet the facts of hlstory must be in-

1Popu]ar Sywbolies (CPH), p. 360 "

See liackintosh, Op. cit., pp. 143-154, 172, et al.
2inoted by liackintosh, op. cit., p. 162

Souoted by liackintosh, b—oTE.. p. 151

40uoted by liackintosh, 'B_—Tﬁ-op. ¢it., PP. 169-160

20p. Cites Pe 201
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terpreted in their settings (relativism).l 80 that Christ-
lanity is "not valid forever," but "has power only under
concrete and historical conditions under which it first arose."?
Troeltsch's maln Interest ley in "translating Christianity
into the present social conscicuasness of nua.nl':iml.“"5 Thus
Christianity 1s vegarded as a religion particulerly fitied
to cope with the social problems of this time. The social
note is very evident,

The leader in liberalizing American theology was
ilorace Dushnell (died 1872), who also insisted upon exper-

5 bearing upon rel-

ience in thaology,4 Additional influences
igious liberalism in America were evolutionism, pragmatism,
the socisl "sciences"® and the "social gospel." The last of
these, the soclal gospel, has come fo enjoy a position of
dominance in modern theological fhinking. Its undue influence
is due largely to the work of Valter Rauschenbusch, its chief
prophet,.

The prevailing thought of !lodernism today is that -
the empirical mothod is the one source of religlous lnowe
ledge, thet there is no a prlori truth, but that truth is
founé through experience, and is relative. The scientific
mothod, particularly the social sciences, 1s the means of

finding truth .7

l‘ iackintosh, on., cit. Do 198
‘ackintosn: 0D, dif.: PRe. 211=212

Siiackintosh, Op. Cites D. 216

Aﬁopkins. ihe se of tho Social Gospel, Pe 5

SProfessor F.E.layor, o otes for Comparative
Symbolics, 8.v. "iodernism,” pe 55

Gpop criticism see F.E.llayer, oD. c¢it., pe 56

Vbor‘.l.layer. OE. c1to. Pe 56




The "scientific” mothod, put into practise, has
showm thet God ls a loving being--a concept representing the
highest ideals of man, aend that man is an embryonic god, who
will reach perfectlon under ideanl, social, moral and economic
conditions, Sin ig nobt personal sin, but only the evil infl-
vence emanating from social customs and institubtions, and eb=-
sorbed by the individuael from the group, "Inmoral soeiety”
ig responsible for man's "backsliding." Therefore the work
of the churches consists primarily of applying the "social
teachinga of Jesua" to our modern socliety, particularly the
fathorlinessg of God, the brotherhood of man, and the supreme
worth of the individual. The social gogspel is. the message
of the church and aims to establisit the "kingdom of God" as
a purely this-worldly kingdan.g- This definltion of the work
of the church is a definition of the soclal gospel.

The powerful inflvence of the social gospel upon
present-day religlous thought compels us to review briefly
the history of tho rise of the "now" gospel,

The beginning of the soclal gespel in its modern
gsense is closoly connected with lliberalism in American theo-
logy. liopkins asserts that "the social gospel of Washington
Gladden and others" stemmed directly from Horace Eushnell,

"she great liberalizer of midenineteenth century iAmerican

li6vocates of the sccial gospel are not agreed on the
manner in waieh the "kingdom" is to be brought in. Onme
class holds that it is o be brought in by means of a
"militant crusade against capitalism"; another, by educ- i
ation of the masses; and a ?hird, by a "divine catastrophe.
P, llayor, Op. cit.. V. 5%
( QF.EZHayer, OD<Cites PPo5E=57
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theology. nl Liberalism provided a new religious basis for
the social work of the churches, and Calvinism, with its
ldea that "God is the source of all authority and power in
eivil govormnent,“g-that therefore the church is to direct
he state, supplied the weapon of. political action. The pro-
duct resulting thorefrom is the "new gospel,”

Organizationsa for the spreading of social gospel
principles in America appeared as early as 1872, when the
"Christian Lebor Union" of Boston ceme into being. The Ep-
iscopel Church wuas one of the first churches to take note
officially of the labor problem,* o problem which by 1880
had become the gravest iassue in 1ndu_stry.5 Uther churches
took up the question, the American llethodists especially shovi=
ing an active concern "to bridge the gulf between the masses
and the church,"®

Individuals actively concerned at this time to
ostablish the new social gospel ideas were J.H.W. Stucken-
berg, YWashington Gladden, Josiah Strong, T. Ely, David Jayne
Hill, B, Benjamin Andrews and Edward Bellany. Their contri-
bution was the introduction into the churches and the popular-

ization of the sociological sciences. Gladden published a

liopkins, op. cite., P. 5

Zilopkins, Op. Cit., pp. 17f. :

38¢e Hopkins, op. cit., passim, for the history of
organizations set up for this purpose.

4Hopkins, op. cit., pp. 58f. ‘
5895 Sweét. e Story of Religions in America (Rev.)
Pp. 507ff., also ilopkins, og. Cites DPe 98=

Hopkins, op. cit., De.
7565 G.B. 'S'rg'fﬂrﬁéligious Thought in the Last Quarter
Century, pp. 229ff., and lopkins, op. cit., pass
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numbor of books dealing with soclal questions, and Strong
helped to popularize the conception of the kingdom of God

as a socisl idesl.l Another "social prophet,” who prezched
the "gospel of social salvobion through sacrifice,® was George

2 Phe greatest"prophet of the social gospel,"” hou-

Do llerron,
cver, was lialter Rauschenbusch, who came Into great promi-

nence aftor the publication in 1907 of his book Christianity

And the Sociel Crigis. This bhook established Rauschenbusch

as the leader of the sceisl gospel movement.® Rauschenbusch
placed the "kingdom of God" at the center of his argument. He
declered that the kingdom idea was the result of translating
the theoory of evolutlon into religious terms. He saw the
kinpgdom as a collective conceptlion involving the whole social
life of man, and based his criticism of modern sociéty and
his program for its reformation on his belief in an immanent,

4 1o laid down five "fundamental” requisites for

active God.
a Chrigtian economic order: social justice, collective pro-
perty rights, industrial democracy, epproximate equality, and
cooperation.5 and looked upon the economic system as "the key
to tho spiritual cénquest of tho modern world."® walter
Rauechenbugch interpreted all traditional Christian doct-
rines in social terms. Thus the social gospel was for him

"the old messagé of salvation, but enlarged and intensified,”

g0 as to "bring men under vepentance for their collective

Llsmith, op. cites Po 231 :

Cpor his'worE seé lopkins, Ope Cit., PP. 138, 184-200
Stiopkins, op. Cite, P. 218

41iopkins, Op. Cit., P. 221

c
Slopkins, OP. CiC., Do 224
CHoplking, OPe Cil.s Pe 227
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sins and to create a more sensitive and more modern oonscience."1
The work of Rauschenbusch did much to entrench and spread the
social gospel. | v ‘

A v;st amount of literature appeared during the
vears in uwhich the social gospel was gaining a solid foothold
in the churches, Unique among the dGifferent types of litera-

ture was the "social gospel nc»vel.“:2

These novels were stories
wnich based thelr appeal upon religious idealism, sympathy,
novelty of the cures proposed, and upon stewsrdship. They
were very successful in bringing the social gospel closer to
the comuon mind, .One single item of literature was paerticul=-
arly responsible for the idea that the govermment has to give
its assistance to the church in improving man. This was a
roport of social conditions in Chicago, with proposed remedies,
by William 7. Stead, a British journalist. As a result of his
work the Chicago Clvic Federation was born., Stead had asserted:
"The assistance of the govermment is indisponsable to improve=-
ment.“3 Other literature influenced the spread of the socilal
gospel.

A significant effect of both religious liberalism

and the soelial gospel was the rise of movements toward church

federation., This was a natural effect. For the religious

Liopkins, op. cit., D. 238

29he most Successful of theose novels was Charles
Sheldon's In His Steps: Vhat Yould Jesus Do? This book
by 1933 had sold over 235,000,000 copies in Engllsh,
and had beeon translated into 21 forelgn langueges.
(Hopkins, og. cite, Pe143). It is still a best seller.

Sguoted by Hopkins, Op. cit., p. 148

ﬁﬁﬂZLAFEhHﬁMﬁﬂALIJMRAKY
ﬂﬁm00nun&55mﬂ&&ﬁ¥

ST. LOUIS, MQ.



1iberal there are no doctrinsl reasons vwhich warrant "isol-
ationisn" and denominationellsn, whoreas the tenets of the
goclal gospel call for unlited eofforts in the dlirection of ine
fluencing "proper"” legisiabtlion. The arrangement which would
be perhope wmost nearly ideal for the sceial gospeler would be
couplote organic union of all the churches, so that the chur-
ches would be welded into one solld unit for "bringing in the
kingdom,"” liowever, since a union of such a neture was simply
out of the questiocn, the apostles of union had to content
thomgolves with coopsration and federation of churches to
accomplish their purpose, As a resuls, variﬁus leagues and
federations did arise,.

One such organlzatilon was the "Open and Institut-
fonal Church Leaguo," formed in 1894.l1 It was a forerunmer
of the PFederal Council. This Ieague hoped to bring about
aocial salvation by means of an aggressive.evangelistic, ed-
ueational and institutional program, Dr. Elias B. Sanford,

a prominent figure in tho iLeague, Vvery early broached the
subject of a possible relation between soclal ssrvice and
church union.2 This idea gave imnedlate rise to state and
ilocal federations, and undoubtedly was largely responsible
for the later organization mown as the Federal Council,

The year following, 1895, the "Federation of Chur-
chos and Christian Workers in lew York City" arose, This

organization did much to stimulate church federation, devel-

Lon "institubional® churches and Eheir WOzkazge 2
llopkina, 9p. cib., DPP. 154=156, 251-252., an n A.
Hut%h:lst;n. To Are llot Divided, pp. 22=-25

Hutchison, Op. Clte.s Pe 24
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oped the religious survey,l and was in large part respons=
ible for the churches becoming recognized as significant
soclal service centers, Thus the wmovemeant toward lavger
federations grew;

In the meantime schools and univeraities were beg-
inning to take over responsibility for the sociological edu-
cation of the clergy, with Chicago University, under thoe leade
ershi§ of Shailer liathews, A.V. Small, and Charles R, Hendersaon,
becoming the most important center.2

The attltude of the churches over agalnst socialism
changed remarkebly in tho course of the years. At first the
churches rejected socialism, but they later came to regard
socinlism as a spiritual means to a social end.’ Socleties
developed to spread the socialist teachings in the churches.
The Christian Socialist Fellowship" was organized in 1906,
with the aim to show that "soclalism is the economic expres-
sion of the religlous life."® Other groups arose to gather
and spread sociological data for use 1n the churches.? So
widespread did the interest in social service become that by
the vears immediately preceding the first Vorld Wer almost
all religlous bodies had established social service commissions.
The churches which took the lead in the "social awakening"
wore the llethodist groups. They took a leading part in the
temperance movement and in the fight for the abolitlon of

child labor. The liethodist Episcopal Church (North) under-

liiopleing, OD. Gibes DDe 274279
2Sweet, Op. cit., pp. Sl2ff.
Silopkinsg, op. c¢it., p. 183

4ilopkins, Op, Cite, D. 241
5ﬂopkins: ODe Clle.s Cl:aptor 16
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ook social action officielly largely a~ tho reasult of the
efforts of a voluntary organization pus:irs aocial Christe
ianiﬁy within lethodism, and by December 7, 1907, it organ-
ized the Miethodlst Federation for Socisl Service." In
1908 the Genoral Conference adopbed a "Soeinl Creed,™t which
with a few varlations became the Federal Councilts "Socisl
Creed of the Churches."

llethodlsts, it may be noted, were always very acte
ive in union moverents, carrying their hope for the reunion
of Christendom from Wesley, who had hopod thaet llethodism
would be the nueclaus for such reunion. A liethodist was a
Maost influential® delegate to the organization meeting of
the Evengelical Alliance in London in 1846, others took an
Important part at the World Evangelical Alliance meeting in
Berlin, in 1357, llethodists were influential in establish-
ing the American branch of the Alllance, and lliewise in tho
formation of the Pederal Council, A lethodist, E.R. Hendrix,
became the first president of the Federal Council., Hetiio=
distas were also prominently represented at the World Conf-
erence on Falith and Order at Lausanne, éwitgerland. in 1927,

“he varilous forces operating for church union in
1901 brought about the "latlonal Federation of Churghes and
Christian Workers," whose task was to establish another org-
anization which would represent interdenominational attitude

and action on a non-theological basis. This body met from

TP TRCHURCH November 15=-21, 1905, ot Carnegie Hall,
CONPERBLCE ON
EEDEﬁggégﬂ New York. Official delegates from thirty

lsae Hopkins, ODe Clbe, Be 221
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denominations attended. The chief item of businsss was the

"Plan of Federation," which In 1008 became the constitution
of the Foderal Council.

Thoological differances had not prevented the leaders
of thls conference from working together. Thus, for exampls,
Willlam H. Roberts, who had done much of the preparatory work
connected with the meeting, was a conservative Presbyterian,
vhile the chalrman of the comulttee in charge of the Confer-
encoe was Willlam Hayes Vlard, a Congregational liberal. This
was the spirit of unionism,

One purpose of this body was the promotlon of fel=
lowship among its mombers., This furtherance was put into
action on the firat Sunday of the conference, when ssch min-
ister was appointed to preach in the pulpit of some church.
ctheor than his omn.l Such gction was, of course, unionism,.

A significant occurrence at this conference was a
debato over the inclusion in the "Plan of Federation” of the
word "divine" before "Lord and Savior." The word was finally
included. Apparently this word excluded Unitarians from the
organigation to be set up, though actually also the Unltarians
can gpeak of Chriast as "divine."® ‘The liberals within Christ-
ian denominations certainly did not let the word stand in the
vay of their membership in the later Federal Council.

For practical purposes this meeting represented
the begimning of the Pederal Council, though the Councll was

not organized as such until three years later. #nd already

1n.B. Sanford, Origin and History of the Flee., P. 211
23ee Horsch, ODs Cib.s OCRADGET 9, DPe (0=8




The new organigation took action immediately on
soclal problems of the day.l Sanford led in a movement of
protest concerning charges of cruelty to natives of the Bel-
glan Congo. He spoke to churech groups throughout the country,
conferred with Secretary of State Elihu Root, addressed a long
letter to President Roosovelt, and organized a campaign of pro-
test to Congress. During this same period the Executive Com=-
nittee of the liational Federation led a successful campaign
to stop race track gambling in New York State, used its Iinf-
luence to secure more stringent divorce laws for South Dak=-
ota, and treated problems of temperance, immigration, and co=-
operation in home missions. It likewise established cordial
relations with the Y.ll.C.A. and the Y.W.C.A.

Such activities showed that the purpose of the
newly proposed Council was not to change the character of
men by means of the power of God's VWord, and thus to better
the world, but to improve society and consequently also the
individual by legal enasctments. Such work showed a woeful
lack of understanding of the real nature of sin as an offense
against God, as well as ignorance of the true work of the
Chureh, The task which this body assumed for itself was to
become the conscience and guide of the government. That

",agk" is a prominent feature of the soclal gospel.
The first meeting of the Federal Council was

held at Philadelphia from December 2-8, 1908. The opening
addres£ by the presiding officer, V.H. Roberts, bears scrut-

lgge Hutchison, op. c¢it., Ps 37, and Sanford, op. cit.,
Chapter l1l4.
2Tbidem, pp. 245-248



iny. The speaker stressed the "fact" of the "substantial
unity of the Christien Churches of the Hation." This "sub-
stantial unity” does not exist. As a second "fact" the speaker
ORGANIZATIONAL produced the assertion that cooperation was
HEETING OF DPHE o
FEDERAL COUNCIL needed "for the moral and spiritual welfare
of the nation and of the world." Previous activities of the
Wat ional Federation had shown the needed cooperation to be
united effort in political and social gbspol action, not co=-
operation in the proclamation of the one message which can
save men's souis. The fact is that these men couid not have
cooperated in preaching the Gospel of salvation through the
redeeming blood of Chrilst if they had wanted to, because many
of them simply did not possess this Gospel, and were unwilling
to turn to it. A final "fact" impressed by Roﬁerts was "that
the Council witnesses to the truth that the only enduring
hope for the salvation, progress and perfection of mankind,
in this and all lands, is to be found in falth in and obed=-
jence to Jesus Christ as the divine Savior..." However, there
is no "perfection of mankind" outside the imputed righteous-
ness of faith, and, as with the first "fact," the actions of
the National Federation had shown that under the terms "sal-
vation” and "faith" social salvation by the work of men was
understood.

The newly organized Federal Council at once set
up machinery for the furtherance of "Christian union." It
recom ended that the several churches of the Council formally
encourage, or at least authorize, thelr constituent bodies to

enter into cooperation and federation with the constituencies
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of other denominations in their states for fuller and more
efficient work.l The Council set up a committee on "Organe
ization and Development,”" uwhose duty was to develop a secr=-
etarial force to help organize state and local federsations

of churches for "the unifying of»religious forces in the ad=
vauncement of great movements that 'concern Christians of
evory name and domand thelir concerted action, if the church
is to lead effectively in the conquest of the world for Christ. "2
Unfortunately this "conquest for Christ" meant only the win-
ning of the world Tfor the social goapel. The leaders of the
Council also planned to eostablish as ranidly as possible off-
icea in strategic centers of population, for the purpcse of
eateblighing more and more federations of the churches. Thus
this Councll made clear its intention to unite the churches
and revolutionize the social ordef.

The Federal Council also took up the problem of
labor and industry at this meeting. The Councll declared
"ghat the complex problems of modern industry can be inter-
proted and solved only by the teachings of the liew Testament,
and that Jesus Christ 1s final authority in the social as in
the individusl life." The Council regarded the fundamental
purpose of the labor movement as ethical. To express its
attitude on this question the Federal Council adopted the
ethodist Social Creed. It urged the churches to soclalize

their message and to take cognizance of movements for the

1Sanford. op. cit., Pe 254

2Ibiden

3From the Report of the Committee on the Church
and lModern Industry (now Commission on the Church and

Sociael Service), quoted in Sanford, op. cit., p. 495



betterment of social and industrial conditions.

Pacifism found expression at this early meeting.
The Council placed itself on record as declaring that war
is evil, and that the Council favored the creation of the
International Court of Arbitral Justice proposed by the Second
Hague Conference.l The unqualified statement that war is
evil found expression eventually in the declaration that war
is the "world's chief collective sin,”

The new Councll considered also other problems and
topics, such as those of marriage, divorce, "Week Day Instruc-
tion in Religion,” and others dealing with most phases of
human life. '

The great wealkmess in gll this expehditure of
effort was the delusion that charscter in individuals was
to be produced by the Churech through its evangelical and
educational nrogram. A deep ingight into the true nature
and terrible consequences of sin 1is simply absent from the
records. The Kingdom of God is misconstrued as an earthly
kingdom to be brought in by consecrated men.

The tragic conseqﬁance of such woeful miscons-
truction and misapplication of God's VWord 1s that the entire
philosophy and policy of the Federal Council has turned into
a channel away from God's Vord and opposed to God's will,
while the pure treasurs of the Gospel is allowed to lie un=-
used, uncared for, under an ever=increasing heap of rubbish.

The consequent history of the Federal Council will show that

this judgment is not too severe.

lganford, op. cit., p. 265
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Chapter 2
TilE THEOLOGICAL BASIS OF T FEDERAL COUNCIL

The constitution of the Federal Council declares
that the Council "shall have no suthority over the constit-
uent bodies... to draw up a comon creed or form of govern-
ment or of worship, or in any way to limit the full autonomy
of the Christian bodies adhering to 1t."1 These words appar-
ently prevent the Council from promoting any particular theo-
logical position., Actually, examination of the writings and
utterances of prominent leaders in the Federal Council reveals
that the latter is committed to a definite point of view in
theology, namely to lLiodernism.

The commitment of the Federal Council to lodernism
has come about through a small proup of liodernists vho are in
control of the Council. Variocms factors have made it possible
SIALL GROUP for such a group to gain and maintain con=-
I CONIROL

trol. A lerge measure of power has been
vogted in the Executive Committee.g which has authority to do
all business of the Council in the intervals of its meetings
end to f£ill all vacancies, asnd to waich the Departments and

Standing Committees are subject,® This Committee also has

4
large powers of appointment and nomination, - winich enable it

to place men of its own preference in important, key positions.

" 5 M oa
38¥§8nneilgﬁg)13§% Q%gP%}OPgG P%%ve°§omm2g€¥t13n£ined
by Constitution, s.v. "Plan of Federation," 9 section c.
Cf._section b. See also By-Laus, Article IV,
°Const1tution, By-Laws, Article VI.
Ses Comstitution, "Plan of Federation," 9b and e.
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Another factor which makes 1t possible Sor the
loaders of the Federal Council to exercise remarlksble control
is their noneaccountabllity to the various member denominations,.
Hutchison calls attention to the fact that the Council "has
neveor been tied too closely to the denomination either with
respect to financlal support or formulation of program."t The
Commissions and Committees are responsible only to the Execute
ive Committee, and are thus semi-autonomous. Hutchison desc=
ribes the implications of such semi-autonomy: "...ignored by
the churches, thoso comissions went their way under the guide
anco of individuals deeply concerned about thelr objects. When
the progrem had attained sufficisent proportions and momentum
the churches Wwere confronted with an accomplished fact. The
Councill then had a potent leverage by which to influence church

n2

opinionees lior 1s the Councill altogether financlally account-

able to the denominations., Thus in 1928 the constituent bodies
contributed only {89,284 for a budget of 5;3409.935.5
Thug it is evident that the member churches of the
Gouncil have little control over the policies of the Council.,
Minancial pressure could not effect a change because most of
the Gbuncil's funds come from without the membership. Those
within the Council desiring change might attempt to bring it
about by judicious use of the ballot at the bi-ennial meetings,
but the wealmeus there is the support for candidates to office

nominated from the floor casily could be too scattered to be

lie Are Not Divided, pp. 310=311
1ldem, pp. 60f.
5%6e Hutchison, Ibldem, pp. 57f., on the Federal

Council's sources of income.
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offectiveo,

One effective means of registering protest against
the policies of the Council's leadership remains open, That
method is withdravial from the membership of the Council.t To
nany, however, that seems too drastic a step, and they do not
teke it. Other church bodies do not withdraw because they are
themselves under the control of men in sympathy with the Council,
or because their members actually do not know anything about
the Federal Council, lievertheless, withdrawal from Council
membership seems to remain the most effective way for the ind=-
ividual congregation or denomination to compel variation of
pollcy on the part of the Councll leadership,

in view of the apparent ease wilth which a parti-
cular element may perpetuate its control over the Federal
Council it bgcowes obvious that the character of the group
in esteblished control will have a great deal to do with the
goneral policy of' the Council as such. Therefore we are int-
erested in the theological position of the Council's leaders,

We shall first investigate the religlous baliefs of

the presidents of the Council, together with the views of some

IEADERS ARE of them on political issuwes, The first
ODERNISYIC
AllD RADICAL predident of the Council, E.R. Hendrix,

goeris to have been conservative. His succesaor, Dean Shaller

lathews, was definitely liberal, as is to be seon from his

lgge Hubtchison, ope. Cit., for changes and camses therefor
in membership of the Council, pp. 56f.

2¥he time 1s past when...lngersoll can be consldered as
a "veritable anti-Christ.'" From The Constructive Quarterly,
p. 106, Harch 1913, quoted by Horsch, OpP. €Cit., P. ¢




as "those elements’of the cosmic activity with wnich personal
relations are possible,"t

Frank llason North, third president of the Federal Council,
stressed the social gospel..aaserting that the church must
stand for human progress, and must accept its "social mission.,”
Horth was the originator of what soon came to be known as the
"Soclal Creed of the Churches."@

Robert E. Speer was a defender of "flagrant Modernism,”

according to a charge made against him by a Presbyterian mis-

5 and an advocate of the social gospel.4 He

5

sionary in India,
vas also a vice president of the Anti-Saloon League.
; S. Parkes Cadman has been charged with denying the
infallibllity of the Bible, the Virgin Birth, deity of Jesus,
and the miracles of Jesus.6 Furthermore he declared that
"the day is past when any realm of our economic, social, pol=
itical or international life will be resarded as outside the
sphere of the responsibility of the churches. "’

Francis J. licConnell was a member and supporter of
several Communistic parties and organizations.a His religious
liberalism is manifested in the following statement from his
book The Christlike God: "I repeat agaln that I have not the

slightost objection to what might be called the total-humanising

1o Atonement and the Socisl Process, D. 37 ggoted by
Horsch, og. Cite, Ds G5. BSeo6 also, Horscl, oD. Cit.,
PPe 853 °

2Hutchison. ope. cit., PP. 46f.
5Sunday Schoog Times, July 25, 1936

43ge Hutchison, Op. Cib., P. 93
930e diagram in “green Book"
61,4, Springer, Termites, p. 31

7ilandbook of the Churches, 1930, p. 7
.He Post, 18 o lederal Council a Dead Issue?, P. 23




«20=

of the Christlike in regard to actual earthly conditions, "L
In the same book jlcConnell declares that the "tendency to
deify Jesus" 1s "nore heathen than Christian,"®

Albert V. Beaven.wuas one of the signers of a letter
to President Roosevelt urging him to go farther to the "loft, "0
The Sunday School Times sald of him that he 1s "of Colgate-

Rochester Divinlty School, well known as one of the most 1lib-
eral and modernistic of our theological seminaries."?
Ivan Lee Holt, writing in the Christian Century
of October 11, 1939, says of the Churech that it is not Pri-
marily an institution but a community fellowship, "the Comme
unity of the holy imegination¥ that it "possessed the liquid
fire of human ethlcal energy before 1t crystallized into creed
or code or instlitution--The Christian community possessed
something which no man had for himself."?
Edgar DeWitt Jones was a member of Communist organ=
1zations,’® and a defender of the ™killing, by Communist-led
firing squads, of priests and nuns in Spain.“7
Georgoe A, Buttrick stemped himself as lodernlsi by

8 a denial of inspire

his signature on theo "Aubura Affirmation,"
atlion, the Virgln Birth, the abtonement, resurrection and mirac-
los of Jesus. Ille declared his liodernism in the pamphlet Is

There Room for the Preacher Today?, where he says: "Admittedly

see editoriéi cbmmeht in The Presbyterian..May é. 1929
Bcuoted by G.R. Post, op. Clb., pP. 49

3fbidom. Ds 25
4731y 25, 1936

Suuoted by G.R. Post, op. cit., p. 24

2 ———et——

Ibidem, p. 51
7™Mhe Federal Council Speaks," (pamphlet), p. 4
83ce E. Rian, Presbyterian Conflict




God is a faith=-='our desrest faith,? Adnittedly God 1s a
doubt-=Tour ghastlieat doubt.'  Perchance He must be a falth
and doubt if life is to keep 1ts courage and knowledge, its
'zeal..."l The pamphlet, "The Federal Council Speaks," marks
Buttrick as decidedly Communistic in his sympathiles. Irs.
Post rocords this comment on Buttrick from the United Church
of Canada: "How the churches in America could put such a
blatant infidel at its head is a surprise to me."@

Luther A. Welgle stated in a pamphlet written in
1931 that a revival of religion "will not come through the
reiteration of time-worm dugmas."s The pamphlet,"The Federal
Council Spoaks,® lists Veigle as having been connected with
the Viar Resisters league, the North American Committee to Ald
Spanish Democracy, and the lational Religion and Labor Found-
ation.4 |

The most recently elected president of the Federal
Council is Henry St. George Tucker. Ve find the following
gtatement by him in the December 20, 1942 issue of the Living
Church: "If the Christian Church is to be a vital factor in
the solution of the proﬁlems that confront us at the prescnt
time, the activities of its various branches must be coordin-
ated... Evil is so firmly entrenched in human soclety that we
cannot hope to dislodge it by scattered, disconnected assaults.

The Federal Council offers us an opportunity to coordinate

lpamphlet issued by the Department of Evangelism of the
Pregbyterian Churzh. quoted by Post, op. cit., pp. 43f.
on. cit, « 44
S¥From ne'Ngw Paganism and the Coming Revival, quoted

by Horsch, Op. cite, P.. 227 » _
‘ gSee aépen ix on radical organizations
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our efforts and thus enable Christ to fulfill in our time

His promise that against His‘Church 'the gates of hell shall
not prevail.?"(italics mine). These words indicate that also
Tucker will hew to the line of the social gospel.

Such, then, are the presidents of the Federal
Counciz., It may be that the general secretaries of the Council
are in an even more important and strategic pcsition to infl-
uence Council policy than are the presidents. It is certain
that two of these gecretaries, who have been associated with
the Council for most of its life, exercised very considerable
influence in the Council, \

Charles S, llacfarland has held various offices
within the Council from the time of its inception, having
been Gerneral Secretary most of the time, from 1915 until the
'thirties. Hutchlison attributes the Council's place of lead=-
ership and guthority to Macfarland.l lacfarland is the arch
unionist. He declared: "I am willing to talk with men upon
almost any other subject but that of Christian unity. The
Important thing is to get them together to show them the
comion social bask."® To lacfarland doctrine is only a hind-
rance to union.

Samuel ilcCrea Cavert for a time worked together with
Hacfarland as secretary, lator becoming sole General Secretary.
Cavert reveals his Eheology in the following excerpt from a
germon on July 10, 1932: "For who can trace mankind from

an smoeba in the slime to the brilliant mind of Einsteln

192. Cites, Peo 61 :
Luote Horsch. OE. Cito' Pe 187



wlthout knowing that there is progross?“l

Others have spoken for thé Council., Frederick
Lynch wes the first secretary of the Commission on Pesce and
Arbitration, organized in Uctober, 1911, A book by Lynch,
entitled The Peace Problem, ldentifies the Kingdom of God

with the "coming international brotherhood,™ and identifies
God with the "immenent force of evolution which is to bring
about the brotherhood."

Sidney L. Gulick did important work for the Council
ag secretary of the Commission of Oriental Relatiomns. Gulick,

in a book called The Pipght for Peage, states that Jesus' fol-

lowors are 'to guffor with Him in the redemption of the world,
tronsforming 1t from what it is into what 1t ought to be."™
Gulick, as Lynch, ldentifies the Kingdom of God with a worlde
wide brotherhood. Atonement is regarded "not only as a myste
ery to be appreclated and a doctrine to be believed but as a
force to control 1ife...":

llary E, Woolley was chairman of the Department of
International Justice and Goodwill in 1937. lMrs. Post indicts
her as o rabid pacifist, and as a member of varlous Communistic
organizatiﬁns. ©+8.s the Amorican Civil Liberties Union, of
vinich she was vice chairman, and which Earl Browder himself
identified as a Communist transmission belt.5

Roswell P, Barnes in 1940 was Acting Executilve

lﬂeported by the New York Times, July l1ll, 1932. Quoted
in Post Ol e Cito Pe 48
2Sae'ﬂu chn son: op. cit., pp. 168f.
Sguoted by }zutchiL—son. on. Cit., Do 169
41piden, P. 170 ARG
Post, ope. cit., D. 28, See appendlx



secretery of the Department of the Church and Social Service,
an Assoclate General Secretary with Cavert and J.Q. Miller,
and edltor of the Federal Council Bulletin} "The PFedersl
Council Speaks"” ldentifies Barnes as a member of the Socialist
Party, the Fellowship of Reconciliation, the War Recisters
icaguo, the North fmerican Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy,
the Hational Religion and Labor Foundatlon, the Emerpgency Peace
Campaign, and the extremely Communistic American Youth Congress,

Harry F, Ward, professor of Union Theological Semin-
ary of Hew York, isgs militantly pacifistic and Cormunistic. He
is listed by the "ihe Yederal Councll Speaks" as a member of
the lethodist PFPederation for Social Service, the Fellowship 8f
leconciliagtion, American Jeague for Peace and Democracy, lNorth
Amgrican Committee to Ald Spanish Democracy, the American
Civil Liberties Union and the United Christian Council for
Demogracye.

Kirby Page has worked with the Federal Council's
Department of Internationgl Good Will. In his book, The

Abolition of Viar, he declares:

"for me bto sauction or participate in war would
mean the adoption of attitudes and practices which
I regard as an absolute répudlation of Jesus'® way
of life. I do not believe that a man can ever
gerve his country or humanity most effeoctively by
abandoning that way of 1ife. In proportion as
a citlzen really follows Jesus he becomes a
true servant of his country. Therefore, I feel
under obligation to disocbey any law that would
compel me to engage in war and thus deny my
Lord and betray humanity."”

lir. Pave was a speaker highly recomended by the Federal

Council,

11041 Yearbook of the Churches
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Ee Stanley Jones stands very high in the favor of
the Federal Council, is even called "the lModern Saint Paul."1
He 1s thoroughly Communistic and unionistic,® end in Carist

of the liount he suggests that we "open our minds to the best

in other faithe,"

We moy mentlon one name more, that of Harry Emerson'
Posdick. This man touched off the "Presbyterilan Conflict"
through his denliel of the virgin birth, inspiration, atone- .
ment, second advent of Christ and other fundsmental doctrinea.4
His roligious views are well known,

Such gre the men who control the Federal Council,
It is therefore no surprise to find the Council committed
to the licdernistic viewpolnt in theology. Further examlnation
1IQUTHP IECE of the Councll will reveel thet the out=
OF [ODERNISI

lets of thought of the Federal Council are

controlled by lodernism., Kadio is an important outlet. Ilet
us seé vinat the Federal Council has done in this fleld,

RADIO - The Federal Council begaﬁsits work with
religious redio in 1923 with an appeal by the Evengelism
Ugrmission to city fedeorations and religlous leaders to get
broadcast time on their local stations. In 1926 the Cormilt-
tee of Religlous Activities of the Advisory Council of the

IBC was formed, with three co-chalirmen representing Prbtest-

ants, Catholics and Jews respectively. lacfarland "pepresented"

lPOSt’ Ol e 01tc. Pe 22
ESee secgion on Unlonism
Youoted Post, op. cit., D« 47

4cf. Rian, op. Cit., Ds 51
5800 Hutchisom, 5T, cit., for a brief history of

religious radio, pp. 236171 .
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the Protestants until 1931, The Federal Council, which
delegated this task to Hacfarlend, had "assumed" the "resp-
onsibility“ for national religious radio.l Such arrogation
of anthority on the part of the Councll points to a desire to
exerclse complete control over religious radio. IHacfarland
admitted that this is the wish of the Federal Council, As
gecretary of the Gereral Council of the Churches of Christ

in America, liacfarland reputedly steted that the Federal
Councll was then (1938-9) working on a plan to sign up local
stations "with iron-clad contracts obliging them to use the

" so that

Federal Council religious programs and none other,
%in the future no denomination or church will be able to
secure any time vihatever on the alir unless they are willing
to pay prohibitively high prices for brief periods of broad=-
cast," lMacfarland asserted that it would be a "wise policy"
for the Federal Council to control all religious broadecasting,
making it impossible for "denominational conventions to get
on the air and for pastors to broadcast sermons without
Federal Council sanction.“z By 1938 the Federal Councill
controlled more than twenty-five chaln programs.3

In 1928 the IBC made a statement of policy which
is very significant both to religion and to radio. This

policy of the NBC expresses exactly Federal Council thought.
e quote it here:

"1. The National Broadcasting Company will serve only
the central or national agencies of great religlous
faiths, as for example, the Roman Catholic, Protestant

lbidem, p. 287
Ellristian Falth and Life, Januat‘y. 1959. Pe 25
5Hutchison. op. cit., p. 288
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or Jewlsh as distinguished from individual churches
or small group movements where the national member-
shiip is comparatively small,.

"2, The religious message broadcast should be non-
gectarian aend undenominational in appeal,.

"3. The religious broadcast message should be of the
wldest appeal vresenting the broad claims of religion
wirich not only aid in building up the personal and
‘goclal life of the individual but alsoc aid in popul-
arizing religion and the church.

"4, The religlous message broadcast should interpret
religion at its highest and best so that as an educ-
ational factor it will bring the individual listener
to realize his responsibilities to the orgaenized
church and to society.

5. The national religious messages should only be
broadcast by the recognized outstanding leaders of
the several falths as ditermined by the best counsel
and advice obtainable,"

Such a policy securely shackles testlmony asgalinst error and
unbelief.,

The Federal Council maintalns a Department of
Religlious Radio, whose function is the "coordination of
non-network programs" and the choosing of themes for emph-
asis, ©.8., missions, Bible, raclal and religious goodwill.g
One wonders whether the term "coordination" does not mean
the bringing of smaller statlions into line with the policles
of the Federal Gouncid.

The list of speakers approved by the Federal
Council includes S. Perkes Cadman, Harry Emerson Fosdick,
Ralph ¥, Sockman and others similar to them. "The Federal
Council Speaks"” includes Sockman with Cadman and Fosdick
on its 1list of radicals. Fundamentalists are thus kept off
the air by "erowding-out" processes. Other methods have

been used to keep Christ-centered messages off the air.3

Louoted Hutchison, op. clb., p. 288
2Tpidem, p. 289
5%ee Post, op. cit., pp. 32ff., Springer, Termites, pPp.53ff.



Thus the "Lutheren Hour" hes had to buy all of its time.
This 15 a further Indication that the Federal Council has

conmitted 1tself to Modernism.

NATIONAL PREACHING 1MISSION Another outlet for the
llodernism of the Federal founcil was its National Preaching
lilssion begun in 19354 by the Department of Evangelism. The
Councll declared the purpose of this lNission to be:

"The missilon, therefore, solemnly conscious on
the one hand of the devastating power of sin in
humen lives and on the other, trlumphantly aware
of the redeeming, transforming Grace of God in Christ,
ahall seek to teach and preach in its fullness the
Gospel of our common Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ;
to confront through group contacts and puvblic meet-
ings as well the clear thought and courageous will
of the American people as thelr finer feeling and
best tradition; in a civilization which irreligion
is on the wverge of destroylng and in the midst of
w.ich it has become an imperative necessity in the
high cause of the future that Christianity should
gird itself for a real struggle, to stress once
more the reasorableness of the Christian faith in
the Personal God, its aptness to the deepest needs
and ferthest aspirations of human life and its ro=
demptive, creative power in the organizing and
shaping of a bewilildered soclety toiard the standeards
and ideals of the Kingdom of God."

The Sunday School Times calls attention to this that there

is nothing said here of salvation for lost souls through the
blood of Christ as the sinner's Substitute, that there is

here no "offense of the Cross,"” but that there 1s appeal to

ments pride.a

The Mission was planned for the autumn of 1936,
but was continued through 1937. It covered a total of forty=-

one cities, and reached a claimed total of 1,629,215 people.®

11935 Report, p. 105, quoted Hutchison, op. cit.,
pp. 280-1, :

«July 25, 1936

“Hutchison, ope. citc, ps 283



Poople such as George Butirlck, E. D. Jones, A. M. Ballsy,
Sherwood Hddy and Muriel Lester prepared pamphlets for dis-
tribution., Hutchisen doscribes the program of the liission
in Ve Are lot Divided% Speakers included such lodernists as

Albert ¥, Boaven, Ivan Lee Holt, E. Stanley Jones, Lynn Harold
Hough and Robert E. Speer. Some conservatives were also rep-
resented,

The declared purpose of the National Preaching
Hission and the religious liberalism of many of the speakers
precludes the possibility that thils lission could have had a
very great beneficial effect upon the spiéitual life of'the
nation.

UNIVERSITY CHRISTIAN MISSION The Federal Council has
interested itself also in the life of the youth of the nation,
One of the ggencies which theo Federal Oouncil has used to do
its work with young people was the University Christiasn Mis=
sion, begun in 193%7. Other organizations assisted the Federal
Council in this vonture.2 The purposé of this lission was
"$o lead students and teachers to a vital faith in God as re-
vealed in Jesus Christ, the Savior and Lord of Life and to 2
thorough commitment to His Cause in the World."™ Some of the
speakers who were to accomplish this purpose were lary ¥alley,

John lackay, a Barthian, A. J. luste, a pacifist, Albert W,
Palmer snd BerhgFd C. Clausen. Thus again lodernists and

. padicals became the official spokesmen for the Federal Council,

lpp, g82ff, :
%See Hutchison, op. cit., p. 283
1938 Report, p. EE. quoted Hutchison, op. cit., pp. 283-4.



The Federal Council shows in other ways thet its
theology 1las based on the glory of man raﬁher than the mercy
of Cod, FPrayera distributed by the Council for the 1230
Lonten senson contaln elements of Pelagianism, ©.g., "0 Lord,
we thank Thee for the 1ldeals and purposes that Thou hast
Implanted in our hearts and thai make us better than we appear-
to bo..." Another declares, "0 God, we pray Thee that we may
exercige this day the noblest capaclties that Thou hast imp-
lanted within us. Give us wisdom and courage to put into
daily oractise our hest thoughts and dlspositions and the
things we most sincerely belicve. Amen."™

One wonders uhy the Federal Councll, with the
theological basis 1t has, 2till excludes Unitarians as a
body from membershlp in ths Council. Study of the history
of the Couneill's constitution shows that it was only at the
insistence of a few that the ﬁord "divine" before "Lord and
Savior" was inserted into the constitutlon. And these words
had no binding powers their only effect was to excluds the
Unitarians as a body from the Federal Council, but not the
Unitarians vho concealed their agnomticlsm behind the name
of some Trinitarian denomination.

The Rev. Ellery B, Haskell, pastor of the Federated
Church, Spencer, llew York, pointed to the ludicrousness of
excluding honest Unitarians from the Federal Council when
there were already many Unitarlans and pantheists within the

Council. He wrote in the Christian Century for July 20, 1938:

lpprom "Phe Fellowship of Prayer--for the Lenten Season 1930"
quoted CTH, 1930.
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"To emphasize the importance of Jesus it 1s
not nocessary to meke an idol of Him, to make Him
Cod, Although I am fmpressed with the fact that if
it were not for Jesus there would be no Christ, I
am more Impressed with the fact thet if there werse
no God there would have been no Jesus. It would
help much if the Caristian Century were to advocate
some arrengement in the Federal Councll and the
Vorld Council zo thalt Unitarians could participate
conscientiously and fully as Christians."

The Amorican Association for the Advancement of
Atheism adds its evaluation of some of the leaders of the

Federal Council:

?eeesThe Libersls and the liodernists .. are her-
oically saving the ship of Christienity by throwing
her cargo overboard. With what zeal the Fosdicks,
the Mathews, end the whole crew of rescuers toss
out, first the Garden of Eden and the Flood, fol-
lowed by the Virgin Birth, Atonement, and the Res-
urrection, Then they gain the viectory by getting
rid of hell and heaven and of the devil and Cod,
though with ruch ado they keep the name of the last...
They will go ashore and enjoy life with the asthelists.
Vie welcome the aid of the liodernists and pledge them
our fullest cooperation in ridding the world of
Fundamental}sm—-of any serlous acceptance of Christian
thenlogy." =

Their June, 19835 veport adds thet "the Modernists seem to
attacl: Atheism only to ecreen their own un?beliaf."2 This
atheista?! scciety also predicts eventual dissolution of
hrigtianity:

", ..llo betier proof of our contention that the
Church is losing ground can be given thaen that the
licdernists ere already in control of sll the larger
denominations and, working from the inside, to dis-
credit the bhasic teachings of Christianity... Ve
now hear of that absurdity, 'a creedless faith'--of
persons who believe without believing anything.
Thus Christianity slowly dissolves,"

lanmuel report for 1931 (April), quoted Poat,op. cit.,
pP. 91

2Quoted Post, op., cit., pP. 51

Syune, 1933 report, quoted Post, op. cit., p. 51



Unfortunately evidence seems to support some of
the accusations of the Association of Athelsts. Fortunately,
not all of 1ts boasts and claims are true. Christianity will
not die., Already there are movements within the Church to re-
vive true Christianity, while there are other churches which
have never succumbed as yet to the spirit of the Federal
Council., Christ's promise that "the gates of hell shall not
provail against® His Church must standl

There is but one conclusion which can be drawn
from this chapter. The illodernism of its leaders, its oppo-
sition to evangelical Christianity, and the testimony of
kindred spirits all demand one Judgment over the Federal
Council, The Federal Council as an official organization
apart from individual member denominations, is committed to

liodernism,



Chapter 3
THE WORK OF THE FEDERAL COUNCIL

The leaders of the Federal Council are liberal
theologians, vho view the work of the Church as the social
gospel. Because of their position the Federal Council very
naturally becomes an agency for the promulgation of the social
gospel. Ve find, therefore, that the social gospel is at the
foundation of nearly all the Federal Council's work. In the
Federal Council "the contrast becomes less sharp between the

nl

individual and social gospels, The message of the Church

becomes the "gospel of sacrificlal service to mankind,"®
vhereby man is regarded as the partner of God in the work of
saving the world society.3

In giving concrete expression to the social gospel
the Federal Council assumes the role of teacher and judge in
directing the thought and action of the churdh.4 The work
of the Councill's Washington Committee is said to be service
as a center for tho cooperative work of the churches in their
rolation to various national agencies such as the Census
Bureau, the Bureau of Educatlion, and the American Red Cross.
It is described as a clearing house of information concerning
many activities which affect moral and social conditions.5 The
Committee has other functions less well publicized.

The Federal Council laid stress on the social gospel

from the very begimning. Its interest in the social gospel

11931 Handbook of the Churches
EIbidem. Pe 9

STbidem, p. 80

4Hufeh!son. Ope. cit., D. 96

51931 Handbook of the Churches, p. 164
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finds an outlet through the different Commissions and Cormmitt-
ees of tne Council, and through the great stress which the
Councll has always laid upon educational rrocesses as a means
to social progress. The Commission of the Church and Social
Service was set up in 1910 the develop, integrate and expound
the social gospel. This department concerned itself chiefly
wlth the problems of iddustry and labo»r.1 Another important
department is that of Resecarch and Education. This group gate
hers information corcerning social, economic and political
conditions and movements "in their moral aspect and with esp=-
eclal reference to the work of the churches.“2 and distributes
the information thus gathered through a weekly Information
Sorvico, ressarch bulletins on soclal problems, study courses
and occasional cther publications, The Department also con=
ducts an extensive correspondence with persons studfing social
problems. Accordingly, the Federsl Councll sets itsell up

as 2 "central laboratory for the churches, " In this way,
also, the Council is able to exert some influence over a wide
arca.

The Federal Council exterds its interest to spec-=-
ific tasks which it regards as the work of the churches. It
has a Committees .on llercy and Relilef, the function of which is
to serve as "a central body faor sélmulating the securing of
funds for humanitarian uses in cases of great emergencles or
disasters. China Famine Relief was initlated largely through
the work of this committee.4

lTvsdem, pe 161
£ibidem, p. 163
Elﬁd’e—m

Tbiden, p. 164
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Farly In its history the Council held up social
service as the work of the pastor, and urged the need of
speclializing in social subjects at the seminaries.l The
result of the groot stress laid on social service 1s tho
tendeney on the part of some pastors to oversimplify prob-
loms and to offer "foolish panaceas on subjects which they
know nothing a.‘aout."2 A nmore tragic result is the neglect
of the real work of the Church, the preaching of the Cross
to lost sinners,

The erroneocus conception of the wofk of the Church
ghows up iIn the political activity of the Federal Council,
POLITICAL The leaders of the Council lay great stress
HEDLL TG

on education as & means to.improve socilety,
but feel that education 1g of itself inadequate to bring in
the "kingdom," ﬁhe government must lend its assistance through
the enactment of proper social laws., That was the idea which
broaght the Volstead 4Act into boing.

The PFederal Council has not hesitated to resort to
lcbbying, political pressure and propaganda to effect its
ends. It has omployed those methods under the plea that it
is the duty of the churches to "insist more and more upon
putting before the public thelr views on public gquestions,
ospecially those having to do intimately with human values."™
lacfarlend said in a letter (iarch 15, 1930) to Fredericlk I,
Alper: "We deem it our duty in shaping a sound public opinion

to make lmown such information and judgments both to the pub-

iisbrary of Christisn Booperation, Vol. 1, p. 149
2gT, Sweet, ineo Story of Religion in America (Rev.),p.550
51931 iHandbook of the COUrches, De
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lic and to Congress. The 1951 Handbook of the Churches

mentions it as the function of the churciws to "seek to core
rect, or curb, or direct public opinion.“a These .ailms are
carried out through propagenda and wessure. -

The Federal Councll generally denies charges of.
political activily and lobbying, but at other times its spokes-
men have openly defended such actions. laefarland asserted
thaet "the Federal Council has no lobby in Veshingbon whatever
and iz In no way connected with any orgenization which has a
lobby.“5 Bishop lMcComnell, as president of the Council, also
lasued a denlal of charges that the Federal Council sought teo
ugse external pressure.4 This same lMcConnell stated in the

Podoral Council's 1931 Handbook of the Churches (pe 18) that

"the church has a right to employ lobbyists to carry through
enterprises which it concelves to be for the public welfare,"
Strange inconsistencyl! And Macfarland could say: "The Pederal
Council does not consider any question 1nvolving principles

of »ight and justice as being secular, Such questions are
regerded as moral and therefore ivherently religious and com=
ing under Christian ethics...“5 U.S. Repreosentative Tinkham
vofuted this claim with the stetement that "I an orgénizatinn
agsserts its intentlon to interest 1tself in every legiskiive
and political question which it considers moral or ethical.or
involves right or justice, there is no 1limit to its particip-

ation in any legislative or polltical matter in which it

louoted Joy, "Green Boolk," p. 59

2p, 16

Sietter to H.B. Joy, larch 4, 1930, quoted "Green Book, #7
4igtter to F.ii, Alger, April 15,1930, "Green Book," p.65
SReply to Tinlham, on House Floor, February 25, 1924



desires to exert its 1nf1uence."1 Apparently clircumstances
alter positions and arguments,

llacfarland denied that the Federal Council was in

any way comnected with any organigation having a ldbby%2'5

Specifically, the Federal Council has disavowed any connection
with the Anti-Saloon League, which maintained a powcrful lobby.4

The Anti-Saloon Ilsague, however, lists the Federal Council as

one of the component supporting organizations of the League.s

llore significant is the following excerpt from the 1934 Bien-
nial Report of the Federal Council:

"eeoh radical reorganization of .the allied
temperance agencies historically related to the
Protestant churches is in prospect. This prim-
arily concerns the Anti-Saloon league... The
reorganization movement... aims to include all
the allied temperance agencies through ghidh the
churches have traditionally operated..."

Interlocking directorates between tine Anti-Saloon League and
the Federal Council show a still more intimate connection.7
The Federal Council needs no comnnection with any
other organization having a lobby, since it itself is a past-
master in the art of bringing pressure to bear upon Congress.
The Federal Council itself published the following:
"The Commission issued letters to 75,000
pastors setting forth the facts and the moral

implications of the (navy) building program,
Presently such a flood of letters deluged congress

lstated on House Floor, llarch 13, 1924

2See previous page

“Lobbying was defined at Lobby Investigation Hmring
(April 15, 19303 P.P. 9704-5) as "including any effort
designed or intended to effect legislation or executive
action." Quoted "Green Book," p. 102

550e Joy, "Green Book," p. 47f.

> rGho LA e ST ST ) O R
5P, 31, quoted Joy, op. cit., Pe 50

——

7See Joy, op. cit., P. 111 .
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end such a volume of editorials appeared that

2@: %gg:ebgo§gi§f??"£n ﬂ?val affairs reversed
How could lobbying by personal solicitation of congressmen
be more effective?

The Chieago Tribune ° pays high tribute to the
effectiveness of church propaganda. The paper describes
the church politicians as "the master propagandists from
whom all other propagandists are taking lessons.” "The new
lobbying «.. consists in mobilizing the constituents of sen=-
ators and representatives and inducing them to inundate con=-
gress with resolutions, letters and telegrams urging legis-
lation proposed by the propagandists or opposing legislation
upon which the propagandists have set theif‘disapproval."

The article then describes the manner in which prepared res-
olutions and materials are relesased at psychological moments
50 inundate congress with every sort of representation,
ranging from plea to demandes."

The sane article in the Tribune lists an "impres-
give demonstration” of the power of the "deluge of progaganda
rolled up by the Federal Council” and others. Finally the
Tribune describes the process by which the propaganda organ-
ization manages to have an immense volume of printing done at
cost by govermment presses, ard to have this propaganda hande
led at the cost of the govermment. "The Federal Council spends,
according to their own figure for this article, {330,000 for

lpwenty Years of Church Federation, p. 95, gquoted
Joy, op. ¢it., D. 103
July 10, 1927. See this article.




this propaganda.”

Instances of intervention on the part of the Federal
Councll are its action against the adc;ption of the immigration
b11l (H.R. 6540) directed against the Japanesé; a potition to
the Senate "that the weight of Americats influonce be thrown
on the slde of a definite and final decision that the Turk
ghould be excluded from Europe";2 and a letter urging the
fedsral govermment "to take early action in recognizing the
Republic of China," Other instances could be listed, but
those cited here are sufficient to 1llustrate the nmﬁner in -
which the Pederal Council attempts to carry out the “correct-
ion, curbing and direction of public opinion" through inter-
ference in affairs which have nothing whatever to do with the
work of the Church of Christ,

Vlorth 11, Tippy, as chairman of the Council's
Commision on the Church and Bocial Service, asserted that
I DUSTRIAL the "supreme social function" of the

PROBLEMS
church "is to educaete the community

in the fundamental princinles which underlie these movements
of social progresa, to uphold the ideals by wiich they are
conceived, to develop the atmosphere in which they are bobn,
the individuals who will carry them to maturity, and the
spiritual power which will make them effective.™ Aside
from the question as to whether this is the work of the Church,

lietter to Goorge Tinkham by liacfarland, Feb. 9, 1924,
Dr, Graebner's files

2Copy of petition is in Dr. Graebner's files, s,v. FCC
Bolghevik

Saddressed to President, Senate and House, liarch, 1913,

Library of Christian Cooperation, Vol. 2, p. 25
4]'.'.1%1’:_15! of Christian soop_eration. Vol. 5, p. 69
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tiidls means that the Church has not only the right, but the
duty to chenge socilety es it thinks best. This meana, too,
that the conditions of industry and labor must be regulated.

The Federal Council has stood constantly for the
principle thet "industrial demoeracy is... the necessary come
plement of political demoeracy in a machine age,” according
to Hutchison.l The Council has stood consistently for labor
organization and collective bargaining.2 It also held that
the church has the dubty of teaching the principles of cooper-
ative control, ownership of industry and natural resourcas.3
‘the Council organized a Committee on Cooperatives in 1937.
The Federal Council has also concerned itself with such naf-
ters as hours of work, working conditions, wages, employment
of women and children, with unemployment, especially in later
years, social insurance against sickness and old ags, and
ginilar social J.egislation.4 All of this would mske a fine
politicel platform, but it is not the work of Him who said
that His Kingdom was not of this world, but that it is within
man. This 1s prostitution of resources given by God to rescue
lost souls, one of which is worth more than all the world,

The interest of the Council in labor has resulted
in the formation of the Commission on the Church and Soclal
Service, vhich, among other things, conducts industrial conf=

eronces to bring pastors, workingmen and employers into closer

cooperation and harmony.

Llon. cite, P 118 . aad .-
QLEbr of Christian Cooperation, Vol. 5, P.

dem, Pe
4Tutchison, op. cit., p. 113
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Tho Federal Councll early in its history made
efforts to gain the confidence of organized labor. To this
end it formulated a Stabement in ten sections to show its
good will, TWhe L£irst section declared that the complex probe
loms of industry can be Interpreted and solved "only by the
Seachings of the New Testament, and thet Jesus Christ is final
authority in the soclal as Iin the individual 1ife." Christ,
houwever, had refused to become a Judge snd Divider in temporal
affalrg. The Ffifth point of the Statement asserted "the gosp-
el?'s nrerogative to best 'the rightness of both individual and
collective conduct overywiere.'" This means that the Federal
Council has the right To detormine what lIs right and wrong in
industry. The elighth point urges that coneiliatlon supplant
strikes, lockouts, boycotts and the blacklist. The ninth point
1s the formmlation now known as "The Social Creed of the Chure
ches," taken over almost verbatim from the liethodist pronocunce=
vont on "The Church and Social Problems."t

.Suzvve'ysg are Important for a more complete under=
standing of industrial problems. The Council has carrled oub
many of these. It made over a hundred surveys durlng the
firat World Var, of subjects ranging from "war-industrial
commnities to logging campk,” and since then has increased
the mumber. The Social Service Commisslon now carries on
this TJOI'I{.S

Christ gave to His Church a more important taskl

},‘iopkins. op. cit., pp. 309-11
©Thidem, pD. 300-11 describe one of the Investigations.
Sfutehison, op. cite., p. 126
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The home, family and sex also receive consideration,
The Council declared: "A special sctivity receiving major emp=
GQTTROL hasis at the present time is the intensive study
— . of marriage and the home life, and an educational
program in this field."l' This is part of the work of the Comn-
ission on the Church and Social Service.

The Federal Councill originally had a Commission on
Family Life, but has since delegated tho wiork of that group
to the National Committee on larriage and the Home, The lat-
ter group has put out several studies dealing with different
aspects of the problems of marrlage, and in 1929 made a res-
olution ealling for revislion of obscenity laws, in order to
have a distinction recognized between pornographic literature
and information on birth control.

The radilcal nature of the Federal Council leadership
manifested itself in the work of the Council on questions of
marriage and birth control. The Committee on llarriage and
the flome has put out and still recommands literature of a very
questionable nature., and conducive to 1mmorality.2 One of the

books, Young People's Relationships, evoked so mach unfavor-

able comment thaet the Federal Council withdrew its "imprimatur"”
from succeeding editions, though not discouraging reading of
the book.

The Temperance Commission of the Federal Council
came into being in 1913 for the express purpose of coordin-

ating and stimulating denominational efforts in the cause of

131931 Handboolr of the Churches, pe. 161
250e Post, op. Clb.
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prohibition.l The Commission passed ocut of existence after
accomplishing its purpose, but the Federal Council since 1934-
has again on occasion sought to initiste programs of tempere
ance education.® The basis for these efforts s still the
soclal gospel.

The social gospel emphasizes the sacredness and
equality in social status of all human life. This led in
Ik?gﬁ?&g;@L. the ?ederal Council to a deep interest in

AR interracial relations. Ieaders of Negro
churches were among the organizers of the Council, and siice
1905 llegro churches have been admitted to the Council on a -
basis of equality with white churghes.

During the Var the General VWartime Comzission app=
ointed a Committee on the VWelfare of Negro Troops, composed
of leading members of both white end Negro denominations. After
the Var the Federal Uouncil placed the racial lssue before the
churchea as a religious issue.® It regarded racial friction
as a menace Lo democracy and a denlal of Christianity. As re=-
gards civll rights, this positlion is correct,

. Tue Commission on Bhurch and Race Relations was
formed in 1921. Later, Race Relatlons Sunday was inaugurated.
The 1924 quadrennial of the Federal Council stresseﬁ the issue
of race relations, and condemned the attempt to adjust race
relations upon the assumption of inherent raclal superiority
as neither justified by science nor supported by ethics.

Special action was taken against lynching,

1ﬁutchison. ope. Cit., p. 148
2Tbidem, De e

Tbidem, D. 132
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Though gome of the Council's effortas are to bLe
commended, the effort to make religiuus issues out of all
soclial questions sometimes falls basglde the mark. A4An addite
lonal criticism of the Council's pace policy is the effort of
many within the Council to bring ebout closer harmony among
races by encouraging miscegenation,

The CUouncll has also exerted itself to better the
relations exlsting hetween Christians and Jews. It has orge-
anized the Committee on Gocdwill Botween Jews and Christians
to izolate and eliminate the causes of illwill., This comm-
ittee hocame a separate organization in 1932, but the Council
has contlinued its efforts to 1mpr§Ve relations,

The crilticism of these offorts is directed against
he mpang used to bring about bobter relations. The medium
usually is religious unionism, with silence on the peréon and
work of (lirist, This is Christ-denial, %The m9t1Vat1ng force
of all this work is not Christian charity a?d love, but the
"soliderity" of the human race baged on evolutionistic teache
inga and concepbts, - The Bible, too, teaches that all men are
brothers, in Christ, by virtue of Christ's work of reconcil-
iation, by virtue of the faith which accepts the reconclliation.
Thogse "in Christ™ are to transform the world, not to conform
to its practises end evils.

Communism is opposed to Christianity. The official
manifestc of the British Soclalist Party,l deolared: "No man
COLUNUNISH corgistently will be both a Soecialist and

RADICALISH
a Christian. It must be either the soc-

1F6pr1nted and circulated iIn U.S. by Socilalist
Educational Bureau, quoted Post, Ope cit., De 43
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lalist or the religlous principle that is supreme, for the
attempt to couple them betrays cherlatanism or lack of thought,."
Harvey Springer calls attention to the remarkable coincidence
of Communistic hatred of Christianity and Communistic praise
for the Pederel Council.” That praise becomes less "romerkeble"
vhen we see that Communism exists within the Federal Council.
llany leaders of the Council are or were Communistic
in their sympathies. Some of them were Ivan Iee Holt, E. Stanley
Jones, Harry F. VWard, Francls J. lcConnell, R. P. Barnes, liary
Ko, Voolley and many others.2 Some of them, as lMeConnell, VWard,
Kirby Page and Samuel Cavert, are connected with Communistic
organizations cither as directors or in some other capacity.s
Thomas liicholson was at the same time president of the Anti-
Saloon Loague and member of the Executive and Administrative
Cermitteos of the Federal Coun.c:ll.4 It éeems reasonable to
agssume that tho Communist would not "change his stripes” to
sult the body whose meoeting he happened to be attending, but
that he would strive to carry out Communistic principles in
both organizations,
If the Federal Council is radical in lts sympathies,

we should expect to find favorable reviews of radical liter=-

ature. The Council's Information Service, put out by the

Departmont of Research and Education, has recommended pamp-
hlets of the American Civil Liberties Union, the League for
Industrial Democrgey and the Committee on iilitarism in

loermites P. 51
2836 Pasfars; Politicians, Pacifiists," pp. 195=-205

3See Pamphlet on American Civil Liberties Union, in
Grazbner's files, s.v., "F.C. Radicel, Communist"
Joy, "Green Book," p. 70
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Educatlion, togethor with material publisted by Kirby Page,
Sherwood Eddy, lMaxwell 8. Stewart (former associate editor
of "ioscow Daily News"), Goodwin Watson (leader of "Social
Frontier Group®) and others .l :

Radicallsm is .expressed in the following statement
lssued by the Federal Council's Commission on the Church and.
Social Service:

"The principle of cooperative planning mst
be extended to world economic relations including
balances of production, consumption, end exchange,
access to raw materials, questions of tariffs,
movements of gold and the economic waste of arma-
mentse. ° n

Other similer statements might be adduced.

As vie conclude this survey of Cormunism within ﬁhé
Federal Councill, we should like to quote the Rev. L. P.
Buroker on the logical conclusions of Marxist doctrines:

"Te doctrines of llarx... tend directly to
the destruction of faith in God, destroy respect
for the natural laws governing the races, remove
all old standards of morals and decency and reduce -
the human race to the level of soulless animals.
Race amelgamation is the answer in the _back of its
text book of the "classless socilety,!"S

The Federal Council must plead gullty of fostering such
degeneracye.

The social gospel deals very much also with rel-
etions among nations, The Federal Council has a Commissioq
INTERNATIONAL on International Justice and Goodwill,
RELATIONS

whoge task is a

"persistent educational campaign to inform the

Lpost . cit., p. 18 :
20raebner's TI10s, SsVe "F.C. Bolshevik"
Siational Republic, quoted Joy, "Green Book," p. 151
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membership of the churches on matiers of international
Justlce and goodwill, and to secure thelr cooperation
in behalf of world peace and human welfare, It vig-
orously supported the Pact for the Renunciation of War,
and is committed to contimuing an unremitting activity
Phe Blsce. of Gonpstiviaeleranrola T it e
g war,
Through this Commission the Federal Council attempts also to
educate children in a now internetionalism through world
friendship projects among ch;ldren. The Commission supplies
literature, often of a pacifistic nature, for use in church
groups, and has taken the lead in convening MNational Study
Conferences on the Churches and World Pbace.z
The Federal Council, in its efforts to better world
relationghips, has fought constantly ageinst imperialism, de-
nouncing it as pagan, and prescribing it as the duty of the
church to infuse a Christisn international ideelism,® It sets
up world militarism or "Golden Rule internatic alism" as alte
ernatives, This is agein the social gospel.
The Federsl Council proclaims that arbibration
should rule instead of war in international disbutes. Then
it asserta that leadership in intormational arbitration should
‘e assumed by the churches.? Christ, vwhom also the Federal
Council professes as its Lord, said, "Render unto Caesar the
things that are Caesar'S...," and Paul sald, "Be subject
therefore unto the higher povers..." This the Federal Council
ignores.

Imigration laws and naval bullding programs cause

11951 Handbook of the Churches, p. 162

2Ibidenm

5151‘5'—‘:':31-% of Christian Cooperation, Vol. 3, pp.142,159 and
Pe 2 ;

41biden, Vol. 4, p. 172

STbIdom, Vol. 2, P. 8

Vol,
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the Council much concern. The Council in 1924 participated
actively in the campaign sgainst the Japanese Exclusion Act,
denouncing the sct, whon it was passed, as "needless and wane
ton," and as causing a decp wound on Japan's feelings of -goode
will and admiration for Arprica.l The Council sent special
deputations to Japan to express the “"Christian sentiment" of
America, and denounced segregabion of races as un-Christian,
The Council also took interest in questions concerning Hexico
and Latin America as well as other countries ofthe world. In
all its actions it assumed a right to represent the churches
and to dictate the policles of the United States. This is
meddling and unwarranted usurpation of authority., The Federal
Council has no more mandate from Christ than has the Roman
bishop to decree what is end what is not to be the work of
Christ's Ghurch, The Federal Council, in 1lts zeal for pol-
itical internationalism, loses sight of the only true inter-
nationalism, the spiritual union of all believers in thelr
Savior, the eternal Son of God.

The Federul Council has at all times concerned
itself with the problem of ‘war and peace. Early in the
‘THE PROBLEN first World War it organized the General
i Var-iime Commission of the (hurches, com-
posed of members and nonemembers of the Federal Council, and
embracing every kind of wartime aclivity from pulpit appeals
for Liberty Bonds, Red Cross and prune pits to the moral
velfare of soldiers and the comforting of grieving families.2
One wonders how much confort the social gospel could give to

lrutcehison, op. cit., pe. 201
2fpidem, pp. 02=0
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those who had lost thelr loved onese.

then the United States entered the first World War
the Federal Council lssued a statement to the effect that "we
entor the war without hate or passion... and to make of the
kingdoms of tie world the Kingdom of the Christ." That state-
ment yreveals the fatal belief that human efforts can change
human nature, that laws and céurts can better menkind,

At the samo time the Pederszl Councill engaged in
many peace eiforts, It was actively engaged in the Preo-W¥ar
"eace lloverent, Stelzle called for a peace strike of the

2 L resolution approved the creation of an internate

workers.
ional court, Peace Sunday was instituted. The Commilssion
on Peace and Arbitration was organisged, in 1911, Hubtchison
characterizes all these peace efforts thus: "Religiously, the
' Kingdom of God is completely identified with the coming inter-
national brotherhood; God 1ls identified with the immanent
force of evolutlon which 1s to bring it abouts.s"™

lutchison's comment,.which seems to be an accurate
diagnosis, makes one keecnly aware of the vast difference
betueen the work of the Federal Council on the one hand and
the work of the Church of Christ on the other. The procla=-
mation of one is the "social gospel," the proclametion of
the other is life everlasting in the Gospel.

The Committee om the War and the Religious Outlook

was formed April 2, 1918, for the purpose of "factfinding and

study in the influence of the war on religious thought and life.

l%omr Spirit and Pﬁrposa,“ quoted !lutchison, op.cit.,p.l78
2iuichison, op. cit., De. 163

S1bidem, P. IEH"'"‘"

Seo, Ibidem, pe 190

vl
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This Committee roported that as a whole the effect of the
war was beneficlal as "a great educational discipline."” Does
this meoan "discipline” toward pacifism?

Follouing the war the Federal Council stressed
internat ionalism, and American responsibility for world order
and justlce, peaée. goodwlll and love. Thils emphasis reveals
an elovation of' the American nation as the supreme instrument
of God, pacifism and internationalistic tendencles. The Fed-
eral Council was subtly driving for peace under cover of the
professed desire for peace,

In its struggle for internationalism the Federal
Council pushed the‘Lengue of Nations, giving it an idolatrous
religious significance. A llessage to Christians urged estab-
lishment of the League of Nations on the plsa that "such a
Isague is not a mere political expediency; it is rather the
political expression of tho Kingdom of God on earth."l This
again shows that the gospel of the Federal Council is the
gospel of men, trying to bring in a humanly concelved kingdom
through human efforts., It shows a deification of man.

At the Vashington Conference the Kingdom was looked
upon not as an international community, but as a warless world.2
The Council claimed that 12,500,000 letters received by th
State Department urging disarmament had been stimulated by
the Federal Council. That claim shows the political activity
of the organization, as well as its desire to bring in the

kingdom by social aétion or legislation.

leraebner's files, s.v. "F.C.Bolshevik"
Zilutchison, op. cit., p. 197
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Though the Councll failed to bring the United
States into the league of Hations it has continued its efforts
in the direction of setting up international institutions, -
especiglly a Vorld Court. A resolution, dated lay 235, 1924,
and approved by the llethodist Episcopal General Conference,
declared that wer is futile, and thal men should not be called
on to decide between suppoft of country and loyelty to Christ.
The vesolution continues:
"e.oWe demand the imrmediate entrance of the United
States into the Permanent Court of International Just-
ice. 'The participation of the United States in a
Ieague of Hetlons will receive our active support, Ve
shall elect men to public office pledged to secure
these ends.e.. Tno principles of brotherhood are plain-
1y chellenged. The progress of the Kingdom of Jesus
Christ is clearly at stalke.” L
The llethodist Church, one of the largest bodies within the
FPederal Council, is determined to interfere in politiecs in
opder to achieve the dubious end of a World Court not authe
orized in Scripture, and to bring in a "Kingdom of God" which
Christ could not aclinowledge as His own. |
The‘Federal Council has discussed various problems
of war, including thoée of the consecientious dbjectoré. dis=
armanent, and the economic causes of war. The Federal Coun=-
cil sees the cause of war in large armaments and in economic
relationship, but fails miserabiy to get to the root of all
the eovil in the world, the sinful heart, Thus the Federal
Council can offer no cure for the difficulties 1t seeks to
golve, |

The Federal Council is still in pursuit of permanent

world peace. Its latest efforts are now being made, The

1st, Louis Post-Digpateh, liay 25, 1924
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prosent work goes back to the Atlantic Clty meeting of the
Faderal Council in December 1940, when the "necessity" was
emphasized of "preserving Christian unity and of working for
a just and dursble peace."™ At thet time a Cormission to
Study the Bases of a Just and Durable Peace was organized, .
ihis Comission has now lssued "Six Pillars of Peace"--six
areas in which, accordlng o its judgment, our nation must
worlk with others unless 'the world will be doomed to conte
inuance of the war systom.?' These six pillars are supposcd
to be derived fyom moral principles common to all religioné.z

Slgnificently, tho Federal Council still looks to
men's intellect to.find the way out of wars. The Council |
gtill does not recognize individual gin as the cause of all
atrife, and 1t stillvhas not come to the proper understanding
cf the cure for this strife urending. To the Council sin is
8till a matter of soclety, not of the Individual.

The Fedorél Councll has very largely gone over to
pacifism in its crusade against war. Pécifism has been given
much expression within the Federal Council. Harry Emerson
PAGIFISﬁ Fosdick proclaimed himself a pacifist,-

' and declared that he "camnot imagine any
gituation in which he shall feel justifled in sanctioning or
participating in another war, "> Bishop Holt was a sponsor
of the pacifistic Emnfgency Peace Campaign. Kirby Page, uwho

gtands in high repute with the Council as lecturer and author,

lHutchison, op. cit., p. 221

Z2Lutheran Witness, larch 30,1943,p.1103 LIFE, December
28, 1942, "k Rignhteous Faith" by John Foster Dulles

OTn introduvction to Page's book, War: Its Ceuses,
Consequences and Cure, c¢ited in Lutheran Church lerald.
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belleves that by convineing other nations of our own good-
will we will avert wer with thom, or if they have overrun

our non-resisting nation, we will induce them to leave by

means of our goodwill.l Kirby Page suggests the following
pledge: :

"let the Churches of Amcrica say to their own
government and to the people of the earth; Ve
feel so certain that war is now unchristian, futlle
and suicidal that we renounce completely the whole
war gryatom. Ve will never agaln sanction or pert-
icipate in any war., We will not allow our pulpits
and classrooms Lo be used as recrulting statlions,

Ve wlll not again give our financial aid or moral
support tc any war. Ve will seelk security and justice,
in other ways,."

Such a pledge ignores completely the possibility
of a righteous war,. Kirby Page's books are recomended
reading for the Council,

' The Federal Council has sanctioned pacifism offic-
ially. Tho "lessago to the Churches of Christ in America,"
issued in 1924, contains these words:

"lot them (the churches) denounce the colossal
vrongs end evilas of war, and point out the violation
of every moral principle and 1ideal by the methods
of war. Iet them call the people to repentance
for thelir long quiescence in the war-systom of the
nationg,."

Such a message includes condemnation of the Jewus
in the 0ld Testament, who were coxmanded by God to war
against the heathen, idolatrous nations, Pacifism is all
too-inclusive condemnation of war,

e Federal Council, in its 1931 Handbook gg the

Churches declares:

Libolition of Y¥ar, quoted Joy, "Groen Book, "p, 22

Tare 8 Causes, Consegusnces and Cure, cited Jo
“Gregn Book, " D. o8 3 3 .y’

Joy, "Green Book," p. 11
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"We hold that, in the light of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ, and in the light of the obligations
aasumed by our country under the Pact of Paris,
our national sovereignty, national honor and
national interests should be defended only by
pacific means." 1

This statement denies the right of a national govermment to
erm for the defenge of its citizens. It errs also in the
other points in vwhich pacifism usually errs.

A better means toward world peace than pacifism
is that advocated by Alton B, Parker, Pregident of the
Hational Civic Federation, in a letter to John Huston Fin-
loy, Chairman of the Federal Council's Cormmission on inter-
national Justice and Goodwill, Iiir, Parker declares:

"le believe that the first step toward insuring
international peace is for the churches toc increase
thelr efforts to create in their own communities an
individual apprecition of right and wrong which
would inevitably be reflected in the policy of gove-
ermment through the actions of Christians at the

polls,"

"Individual appreciation of right and wrong"

“can be brought about in a proper way only through the

preaching of the full Word of God, the Law and the Gospel.
Only thus will the world become truly free, if not from
paysilcal warfare, which will persist as long as sin remains,
then at least from a far deadlier warfare, from defeat at
the hands of Satan. This freedom will comet through the
blood of Christ, the true Son of God, slain for the sins

of this warring world,

1p, 73 \
2Oc‘:tober 20, 19243 Joy, "Green Book," p. 9ff,(quoted)



Chapter 4
WORKING TOWARD A SUPERCHURCH

llodernism has no interest in doctrine. It considers
creeds as being "divisive" of Christian fellow3h1p.1 The
prime interest of ilodernism is work, or "deeds." Work is
likewise the basic interest of the Federal Council. We have
studied the nature of the work performed by the Council, and
can readily see that such a program requires a large "front."
The Federal Council must advertise a large following in order
to make the impression necessary to accomplish its ends. To
get this backing the Councill from its beginning embarked upon
a vast program of unionism.2 working in the direction of a
superchurch. To this end the Council has been fostering local,
state, and national federations of churches, and has been co-
operating heartily in internatlonal movements for church union
and cooperatlion in work. This activity is in full agreement
with the Councilt's constitution, which states that the fourth
object of the organization is "to secure a larger combined

influence for the churches of Christ in all matters affecting

lstated by J. Strong, Cuoted by ilacfarland,
Steps Toward the World Council, p. 19

<Dr, Theo, Engelder defines unionism as "church union
without unity of doctrine, fellowshiping those who are not
brethren in the faith. It is practised not only when an
ofthodox church forms an orgsnic union with a heterodox
church, but also when such bodies or members of such bodies
moet in joint worship...and engage in jolnt religious work;
and also when a church body tolerates errorists in its
midst. Unionism demands that where churches agree on the
essentials of Christian faith, differences must form no
barrier to union." (Unionism notes, p. 1)
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the moral snd soelal conditions of the peoplo..."t

In its efforts to produce a large backing, the
Feéeralﬁcouncil makes use also of questionable methods to
irduce or coerce church bodies to blend their destiny with
that of the Council, and it frequontly makes false claims of
sizg and representation in order to influence legislation.
This chapter will deal with some of the Council's legitimate
efforts toward union as well as with some of its sberrations
in those efforts,

The offlecial policy of the Federal Council rests
on liodernism. Ilowever, in order to persuade the more fund-
UNIOH OF ementalistic denominations to join hands,
COIIPROIISE

the Council must find a compromise basis
upon which all may build., Theoretically, thils basis is work,
But work must have some motivating force outside of Iself to
inspire it and to guide itg it must have a religious basis,
loreower, this basls must be a common one, acceptable to all
vho are to work from it., In the Federal Council 1t becomes
a minimum theology, a theology of subtraction, a theology of
compromise, In the end it leads directly back to the social
gospel.

The field of worship provides an opportunity for
compronise, and the Federsl Council is active in thils field,
It founded the Vorship Committee in 1932 on authorization of
the Administrative Committee. The membership of this comme

ittee was to include different denominational committees, Its

duties are to give instruction in worship and to prepare wor-

lRovised (1932) Constitution
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ship services. It wrote the "Seven Principles of Public
Vorship" for the National Preaching lMission., A newer in-
novation of the committee 1s the Universal Week of Prajer.
for whieh 70,000 booklets were ordered from Jamary 3-10,
1945.1 The Councilt's Commission on Evangelism and Life
Service arranged "special periods of pﬁayer and spiritual
empirasis..in which nearly all communions participate," accord-
ing to the 1931 Handbook of the Ghurches.2 Under the auspices
of this Commission aiao the "Fellowship of Prayer" is issued,
being circulated in quantities of nearly a million copies a
year,

The prayers lssued by the Federal Councll through
its special Commission are so worded as to be usable by any=-
one=«egxcept a true Christian. The prayers are so constructed
as to bring "no offense of the cross," but to be usable to
the most workerighteousness-minded Romanist and Pelagianist.
Ve have already given citations from the "Fellowship of
Prayer"5 to show the Pelagianistic character of some of the
prayers. Vie wish now to reproduce a prayer used at the last
biennial meeting of the Federal Council, in December, 1942.
This prayer was prepared and offered by the lMost Reverend
lMetropoliten Antony Bashir, of the Eastern Orthodox Church,
which, except for recognition of the pope, is Roman €atholic
in practise. This is the prayer with which Bashir led the

assembly of Protestantss

l@edoral Council Bulletin, February, 1943
2p, 161 T VLA
S80e pe. 30
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"eea0 God, save thy people, and bless thine
inheritance. Look upon thy world with mercy and
compassion. Send down upon us thy rich mercies.

'"Through the intercession of our all-immaculate
Lady Theotokos and Ever Virglin lNarys through the
power of the precious and life-giving Cross;
through the protection of the venerable Bodiless
Powers of heaven; of the venerasble Prophet-Forerunner
and Baptist, John; of the Holy and all pralseworthy
Apostles; of our Holy Fathers, the Great Ecumenical
Teachers and Hiorarchs, Basil the Great, Gregory the
Theologian, and John Chrysostom; of our Holy Father,
Nicholas, Archbishop of lyra in Lycia, of the holy
glorious right victorious llartyrs; of the holy and
righteous Theopatores, Joachim and Anna; and of all
thy saints, we supplicate thee, thou only greatly
merciful Lord, hearken unto us ainneri who pray
unto Thee, and have lierey upon US.e."

At the close of this prayer Dr. Albert E, Day, vice pres-
ident of the Federal Council, voiced to the Bishop the
thanks of the Council for this prayer thus: "Thank you
for enriching our lives by permitting us to share in the
worship of your church and the worship of our God."? This
is the true spirit of the unionist,

The spirit of uniomism and the spirit of comp-
romise which is in reality denial leads the Councll so far
as to fraternize with Jews and Unitarians. The Christian
Century for February 28, 1940 reports that Drew College,
lladison, lew Jersey, was host to a conference on religion
and consumer cooperation sponsored by the Federal Council's
Committee on the Church and Cooperatives and by a local
comittee of churchmen, The list of speskers included the
names of Rabbi Jacob Shaniman of Temple Isrsel, llew Rochelle,
and Harold E. Fey of the Fellowship of Reconciliation,®

It was the Federal Council, too, which instituted the

lohristian Beacon, December 24, 1942
idem
Sfuoted Post, ops cit., DP. 21
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National Confoerence of Jews and Christians, The Foderal
Councll glso malntalns the Cormittee on Goodwill Between

Jews and Christians for "the pursuilt of the great social
objectives of peace and righteousness in the relationships

of mon and groups and nations."l The function of this Com-
mittes ignores the fundemental truth that true peace and
rignteousness can come about only through faiﬁh in the Lord
Joesus Christ as God and Savior. Would rather that the Council
had Instituted a special committee to do intensive missionary
work among the Jews,

The wide spirit of unionism has been one factor
holding widely divergent groups together within the Council,
It seems now some members of the Councll are beginning to
see that this spirit 1s not to the benefit of the Council.

Thus the Rev, H.}M. Griffiths pbserved in the Christian Beacon

of December 31, 1942 that to him it seemed "that doctrinal
inclusivism, by which the Federal Council has managed to
hold discordancies tOgether; is rapidly becoming a liabllity
rather than an asset, even from its own pdint of viewe.."
That "doetrinal inclusivism" should become a liabllity ought
to be no cause for wonder.

The Federal Council  keeps up a steady barrage of
propaganda calculated to further the cause of unionism,
Its leaders speak of "steadlly combating prejudice"2 instead
of "steadily working to bring men to our own unionistic way

of thinking." Dr. Theodore Engelder has ably discerned and

11931 Handbook of the Churches, p. 163
2Ibidem, p. 16
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refuted unionistic propegenda in his Hotes on Unionis } The
readsr ls reforred to these notes for fuller treatment on the
topic of unionism with respect to its basis of unionism, the
dangers and harm of unionism, its harm, propaganda and treat-
ment by Lutherans,

The Federal Council's constitution states that the
£ifth object of the Council is "to assist in the organization
of loecal branches of the FPederal Council to promote its aims
in their eomrunities." The Council hes carrled out this pur-
pose quite efficiently, The Council claims with pride that
local federations or councils of churches for citles snd
states are the result of Federal Council efforts.2 It also
states with pride that by 1931 Church Federations had been
establighed in most large cities and in six states, The
Lutheran reported that in 1942 "more than 1300 such organi-

zations are Imown to exist."3

The Federal Councill has also taken a very actilve
interest in the work of the.Cormunity Church Movement.4 and
effected a cooperative relationship in 1929. At that. time
the Federal Council, the Iome lissions Council and the Comm=-
unity Church Workers joined hands. The three bodies then

get up the Joint Advisory Committees to serve the thres

groups.

1Pp. 7-17. Notes are obtainable at Concordie Seminary
Himgograph Company

21931 Handbook of the Churches, p. 161f.

Spugust 19, 1942

40n this lMovement see the 1931 Handboolk of the Churches,
Pp. 30ff., and Smith and Guild, The llanual of Inter-church
Vorkn pp. 20-1

931 Handbook of the Churches, p. 31
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It may be edifying to know the cheracitser of some

L1}

of these "communiby churches" which the Federsl Council is

helping to foster. The United Presbyterisn for April 13,

describes one:

"Dr. John Haynes Holmes is building a new community
church in New York City. It 1s to be pacifist in its
teaching and Internstioral in 1ts membership. It now
has within its mewbershilp representatives of thirty-
four different natlons, representing all the five conte
inonts and the South Sea Islands., PFrotestants of all
Cenominations, Catholics, Jews, loharmedans, Hindus,
and all races of _North America except Indians, worship
in this church."

Such movements are supposed to be expressions of the will of
Christ that His Church be one. That is sheer blasphemy,.

The Federal Council transfers its interest in
union movements to the mission fields. It -has instituted
a Comittee on Religlous Work in the Canal Zone as a "central
agency through which the churches of the United States assist
in building and maintaining the union churches in the Canal
Zone." It also maintaine contacts with other forelign fields,

The ambitions of the Federal Council go beyond
state ané loesl federations. The Councll wants to produne
foderations of states in a great national federation and
then, above all, to have a great intermational church fed-
eration.

Vhen once the Council has brought about these
gigantic federations, then their next move will be an attempt
to bring ebout organic union of churches., This 1s, after all,

the logic of the Council movement, and has been stated as the

louoted Post, op. Cite, De 39
21031 nandbook"P‘f‘fFo ® Churches, p. 164




ultimate gosl of the Council, 8. M. Cavert could say that
"fedoral union may become organic. The only way of sccuring
a still larger unity oither of spirit or of organization is
to strengthen the cooperative and federative processes which
are already under way."l Cavert belleved that by a gradusl
process of delegating more and more tasks to a federal asgency
eventual organle union would result. Hutchison adds that such
1deals are being seriously considered by many within the conge
tituency of the Fodersl Council.> Such statements are of great
gignificance to verious churchess they should give warning of
the hierarchical plens of the Federal Council lesdership.
It 1s contirely natural that the Federal Council
r0uld be interested in world movements of churches, Its
INTEREST IN interests are largoly In keeping with
WORLD MOVEIENTS
those of the more recent great world
movements as those on Palth and Order and Life and Vork, esp-
ecinlly the latter. We £ind, then, that Federal Council lead=-
ers were active iIn many of the church movements of the past
forty years, including also the Interchurch World llovement,
the Laymen's lilsslonary lovement, the llen and Religlon Forward
Hlovement, and especlally the world movements to uwhich referenee
has been made.
' Two parallel movements which interacted upon each
other virtually since their inception are the VWorld Uonfer-

ence on Falth and Order and the Universal Conference of the

Caurch of Christ on Life and Work.

lcavert and Van Dusen, The Church ¥hrough Half a
Century, p.372, quoted Hutchlson, op. cilt., P. 94

z Pe elt., Do 94
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The Federal Council was interested in both move-
ments, but was mnore actlvely concerned with the Conference
on Life and Vork.

The Falth and Order lMovement had its origin at
the Hdinburgh !lisslonary Conference of 1910. Since then 1t
grov, and in 1920 s meeting preliminary to a proposed world
conference was held at CGeneva. Representatives of forty nate
lona and seventy asome autonomous churches attended. This
meebing resulted in the eppointment of a Continuation Corme
ittee, vhich is of interest to us because its roster listed
the names of several men who were Lo become prominent In the
Maderal Council, Pster Ainslie, Bishop Camnon, Bishop lecConnell
and 5, Parkes Cadmane. Of these the two last-named became pres=-
ildents of the Federal Council, However, though these men were
active in the Paith and Order lHovement, the Federal Council
was nobt officially commected wlth the movement,.

Thoe Conference on Faith and Order met at Lausanne
in 1927. As its first task 1t undertool to discover Just at
vwihat point the churches already understood each other and just
whore their differences lay. The Conference sought to find a
"aympathetic” theology, which could include all those who be=-
lleved in t‘:ie Una Sancta. It operated with the assumption
that no one church has all the truth. Cadman said, in a
apeech before the Conference, thet "it seems clear that no
historie or local communion has hitherto borme an exclusgive
witness to the saving truths of God.™ This 1s in opposition

to 2 Timothy 3, 14 which demands that one be certaln of his

11, W, Bate, Faith and Order, p. 126




falth, Adolf Keller states that the purpose of the Lausarne
liovement 1s to find "now the particular knowledge and the
confession of a church...can be translated into the.language,
the psychology, the understanding and theology of another
church,"’ But how can the sola gratia and gola fide of the
Lutheran Church be "translated" into the work-righteousness of
Rome? Thus the Conference on Faith and Order pursued a hope=-
less path,

The Federal Council was more directly concerned
with the movement on Life and Work. The beginnings of this
moverent are found in the years from 1907 to 1910, when there
wore interchanges of churchmen from Great Britain and the
United States, and in 1911, when proposals were made for the
Inclusion of the churches of the United States, through the
Federgl Council, in a tri-national conference. In 1914 the
World Alliance for International Friendship Through the Chur-
ches was formed, and liacfarland and H.A. Atkinson attended
its 1919 mecting to represent the United States. At that
meeting in 1919 the Federal Council was requested to take
the initiative in convening a conference the following year,
at which time a world council representing all non-Roman
Christendom could be set up. These plans did not materialize
quite as rapidly as planned, but a little later Frederick
Lynch of the Federal Couneil was selqcted as a committee of
ore for the conference, with full powers of action.2 With
him as organizer the chief job of promoting a world conference

fell to the Federal Council,

lxe1ler, Karl Berth and Christian Unity, p. 273
2Hutchisol; Op: Cit., Ps 200
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Tho first Universal Conference on Life and York
assembled at Stockholm, Sweden, August 19-30, 1925. About
2 hundred religious bodies were represented. A second mect-

ing was held at Oxford, Englend, in 1937.

The worlk of this conference was different from that
of the Conference on Faith and Order. This conference was to
deal with work only. Keller defines the work of the Stockholm
liovement as being the. translation of problems purely sociolog-
lcal into theological questions, into problems of conscience.1
Hacfarland said at the outset of the Stockholm meeting:

"It is to be clearly understood at the outset

that any agency that may be appointed shall not

deal with questions of creed or ecclesiastical org-
anization, but that it shall strictly limit itself

to the class of subjects under consideration at the
Conforence, namely, the Life and VWork of the Church
of Christ, and in particular the assertion and app-
lication of Christian princliples to those problems,
internat ional, economic, social, civic, with which o2
the future of civilization is so ¥itally concerned.

Despite the intention of the Conference to deal
only with questions of Life and Work.‘if became evident that
"for the porformamce of common practical tasks there is also
necessary a certain minimum of universally accepted doctr!.na."5
This minimum was not found at the 1925 Conference; the British
and Americans accepted the "essential ideas of the social
gospel," vhereass the Germans declared that "the church's entire
effort should be exertéd toward building up personal faith and
followship with God.“4 Such divergence of opinion is to be
expected in a religious group as motley as that assembled at

Oxford,

lop. cit., p. 271

5ﬂac arland, Steps Toward the Warld Council, p. 91
Kellor, Op. CitTe., Ps <81

4Huteh1;on. op. clt., pp. 237-8
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The 1925 Conference onded with no more permanent
organization then a Continuation Committee. .This cormittee
was roorganized in 1930 to become the Unlversal Christian
Council for Life and Vork, a permanent organization. In 1929
the Federal Council's Commission on the Relatlon With the
Churches Abroad had merged with the American section of the
Contimuation Committee, and this group in 1930 secured as its
sacretary Henry Smith lelper of the Federal Council., This
meant that the Council '-.f:s;s to koep in close touch with the
Life and Vork illovement.

The Iederal Council assisted in a great amount of
work preparatory to the second conference, in 195%. It dis=-
tributed an extensive set of pamphlets, books and study out-
lines both before and ai‘ter the Conference, and urged churches
and groups to atudy the problems of the movement.

Hutchison points out that there was a difference
In theological temper and cutlook between the j.925 and the
1937 conferences., For tlhe men at the latter meeting "God was
not immanent, but an absolute and transcendent being above
and beyond man. Sin as an alienation of man from the absolute
God was dwelt upon."l This change may indicate that even for-
mer rabid adherents of the social gospel had been compelled by
the logic of events to admit that their position was wrong.

It also indicates that tl;.a delegates at last realized that
comaon efforts in church work are very difficult without some
kind of doctrinal agreement. Therefore they sought a minimum
which all could accept and upon which all could build.

lipiden, pp. 252-3
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The stress of the conference remained on work, on
the things which men was supposed to do for the salvation of
the world. Three propositions were developed as a guide for
Christian teaching in reference to the economic order:

1) Christian teaching should deal with ends..., 2) the message
of (hristianity whould throw a searchlight on the actual facts
e+ and reveal the consequences of present forms of economic
behavior..., and 3) this searchlight of the Christian message
can also make clear the obstacles to economic justice in the
human heart.l The conference also discussed questions as the
doctrine of absoulte national sovereignty, war and pacifism,
education, and others similar,

In general the Life and Work Movement reflected the

peculiar position and teaching of the Federal Council. Doct=-

rine entered the discussion only because a minimum of it seemed

to be necessary for cooperation., Otherwise, the tenets of the
social gospel predominated.
As the two parallel movements of Faith and Order,
WORLD COUNCIL and Life and Work, grew, many saw that
these two movements could not remain separate, but that they
were by their very nature complementary to each other. The
ldentity of personnel among the leaders made this the more
obvious., Accordingly, attempts were made to bring the two
“movements together in a World Council of Churches. In America
the Federal Council received the chief responsibility for the.
promotion of the "ecumenical movement." Church leaders met

in 1938 at Utmeht, Holland, and there projected the World

itvidem, p. 259
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Council of Churches. The present war has interrupted the
Plans,

The Councll continues to work, however. It is
working on the problem of the rehabilitation of Christian
institutions efter the war. The Geneva staff has been work-
ing on a compilation of statements from churches and leaders
throughout the world. In February, 1945, it issued an elévon
point statement which i= supposed to represent an "ecumenical
consensus.” A number of these points are significant as they
represent the vieupoint of the American Pederal Council., The
first point asgsserts that the Chureh has a.specific task in
relation to peace-making and the creation of an international
order.” The question arises as to whether this task includes
"the interpretation of these Commandments in terms of.concrete
policy." ‘he fourth point claims that the Church must pro-
claim the divine commandments concerning the order that is to
reign in the world." Christ, however, did not meddle with
Questions of social orders or economic orders, but only of.
the relationships which are to exist between men and thelr
God and betweon man and his fellowman, The ninth point also
goes beyond the authority of Scripture when it asserts that
the Church is to proclaim that society must provide all its
members with the opportunity to fulfill a meaningful vocation,
and that it should provide conditions of social sscurity for
all.” The tenth point reads: "The Church is to proclaim
that the nations are interdependent, and that they must all
have oqual access to tho resources of the earth." Following

logically upon this, the eleventh point declares that "ghe
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Church will proclaim that no people can claim the right to
rule over another people, snd that the dominating purpose

of colonial administration must be to prepare colonisl peoples
for self-government."

Another point might be added to the list.. It might
have heen stated that Josus cormended His disciples to go out
Into the world %o proach the Gospel of salvation through the
redeening blood of Christ, not the social gospel of man's in-
herent goodnoss.

Some- leaders of the Federsl Council felt that the
proposed World Council would not go far enough., L7an Iee Holt,
2 president of the Federal Council, said that "the Protestant
churches must first unite, Then a Catholic Prqtestant church
could meet the Greek Catholic church end the Roman 8atholic
church and work out a plan for a VWorld Christian Church, That
ought to come some day; end we have conferences and groups at
work on plans which are 1nf1uentia1.“? The Federal Council
now has two Eastern Orthodox bodies within its membership.
Unionism knows no end.

Within North America, epart from the movement toward
a Vorld Council, the Federal Council has been engared actlvely
In furthering a mergpr-of eight "interdenominational agencies"”
of the non-Roman churches in the United States and Canada.
IFRGER The agencies involved are the Council of Church
Boards of Education, the Federal Council, the Foreign iissions
Conference, the iome liissions Council, the International Coun=

cil of Religious Education, the Missilonary Education lMovement,

lte points are listed in The World Council Courier,
Hargh, 1943
Quoted Post, op. cit., p. 40
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the Unitod Councils of Chureh Vomen and the United Stewardship
Council, The merger is to be one only in work. %he name of
the new organization ls plamned to be "the North American
Gounclli of the Churches of Christ,” |

| he North fmerican Council is to have fowr divisions
to do all the work of tho agencles which have merged: the dive
lslons of church and communilty, of Christian education, of
home and of forelgn misslons, 'l‘heée divislons sre to "davelop
the basie philosophy end prograns to be carried out by all the
country’s non-Roman churches, no matter vhat denmination."l
These are rather sweoping plans,

e s Griffiths observed of the proposed organization
that it "will not be the embodiment of underlying, dynamic fore
ces. IL will rather be a simple continuation of the present
Pederal Council, somewhat enlarged--an organization created by
the 'top men' of various denominations, who agree smong theme
selves as o nocesaity, form and function from adjacent Olym =
pPlan helghts, quite without reference to any popular demand. n2
W11l thie characterization be justifled by events?

Dr. Y. Otanley Jones, who took a leading part in the
sessions at Cleveland in 1942, suggested enother plan of wunion
entirely different from that embodied in the proposed Horth
Americen Council, His plan envislons each denomination give
ing a certaein portion of its unity and simply becoming a

branch of the one Church of Christ in America, Drs Jones
proposed a very simple doctrinal basis. "Any branch that

liiilwaukee Sentinel, December 27, 1942
2Christian Beacon, December 31, 1942
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will confess that *'Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living
God,' may become a member of the Church of Christ.,’ That would
leave the door open to unicn with ever:fbody. who ecould male
that confession, including the Roman Catholies., If the Roman
Catholics will confessg thet 'Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
the Living God,t=eand they do--and would acknowledge them= .
selves as a brench and the others es branches of the (hurch
of Christ, then th-re is no reason why there should not be
any union with them," 1

It will be Interesting to see vhother the Federal
Gouncil will ever attempt officlally to bring sbout a union
of the type suggested by Jones. The spirit of the Fedsral
Council would not be opposed seriously to such a reorganize
ation of Christendom, provided the Federal Council could be
the hesd of that body of wiich the various churches would be
"oranches.” Such a plan, However, would almost of necessity
result in doctrinal indifference and even open hostility to
the Gospel of the crucified Christ,

Ve see then that the Federal Councill is very much
interested in 2ll movements Loward uniting the churches, be
these movements of local, state, national or intermational
scope, Their interecst would be cormendable, were it not that
they are striving for felse ends through false mesans. The
final goai of the Council is a great machine calculated ‘to
bring in the kingdom of God of the social gospel by moral and
social regeneration rather then to effect the salvatlon of

individual souls from everlasting damnation,

1Ibidem, December 24, 1942
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The PFederal Council finds it necessary in the
Interest of its soecial gospel program to cite large numbers
of followors. Frequently, in its zeal to attain a certain
gﬁ?ﬁgs§£$§$§oﬁF end, the spokesmen of Fhe Council will

grossly exaggerate the number of those

vhom they represent. Already in 1913 Shailler listhews as pres-
ldent of the Council sent a letter to the prosident of the
United States, the Senate and the House of Representatives,
in which he implied that the Federal Council was truly rep-
resentative of the 16,000,000 who formed the constituency of
the Council at that time. He employed this size as a means
of bringing pressure to bear upon our government to recognize
the Republic of Ghina.l

In 1920 the Federal Council cl;imed to represent
20,000,000, The purpose then was to influence the government
the government with respect to the liexican problem of the
time,° In its 1951 Handbook of the Churches the Federal

Council claims to represent 22.’.()&')0.()00,:5 and the 1941 Church

lianagement Birectory claims a representation of 23,000,000
4

for the Council.
The numbers thus frequently quoted do not give a
true pilcture of the Federal Council. Comparatively few of
the 23,000,000 know actually what is going on and how they
are being reprosented. The Federal Council itself recognizes

that this is the case, and is making a systematic attempt to

lvol. 2, The Church and International Relations,
published for e Federal Council, De.

2Phe Presbyterian, January 1, 1920

Sp, 181

4p, 77
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bring about fuller understanding between its leadership and
constituency. This may be merely for the purpose of gaining
larger control over the churches, rather than to gain the view-
polnt of the members so as to be more truly representative,
but at least the effort shows that the leader=s of the Council
themselves lmow thet thelr claims to represent so and so many -
millions of Protestants are not true.

It is possible to understand that the Council does
not intend to work any injustice when it claims to present
1ts viewpoint as that of all the members within it, but the
situation becomes a trifle clearer when the Council presumes
to represent all of Protestantism. The Council has done
this. It is through such claims that the Council exercises
control over religious radlo, to mention an example. The

1931 Handbook of the Churches speaks of American church lead=-

ers, when they go to Europe, as representing "not simply one
denomination, but, through the Federal Council, the evangel=-
ical forces as o whole."t That claim camot justify itself
from any viewpoint.

One wonders sometimes why the leaders of the Council
feel constrained to cite such large figures, and make such
comprohensive clsims. The reason has already been indicated;
it is to get govermment assistance to carry through its own
program of tho social gospel. Behind thils is misunderstanding
of the true nature and work of the Church of Christ. Only
thus can we account for the statement of Cadman that "the day

1p, 163
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18 past when any realm of our economic, industrial, social,
Dolitical or irternational 1ife will be regarded as outsaide
the sphere of rosponsibility of the churches.” The organi-
zatlon which hopes to exert sny considersble influence in
such realms must be prepared to claim a large bascking. The
Soclal gospel does not operate with the power of the lioly
Spirit, bubt with an inborn tendency of man to stand in open=-
mouthed awe bhefore anything great, stupendous, coleossal, in
8lze or mumbers, The social gospel operates with the natural
tendency of the politician to yleld to the will of  the majority.
By quoting a large following, the Federal Council exerts a
POWer and influence not actually its own,

The claims of the Federal Council have been chsll-
enged, by individuals, denominations and organizations., The
Reverend John MeComb of the Broadway Presbyterian Church of
Ylew. York was quoted thus in the New York Times, December 12,
1938

"Te Federal Council is in no sense representative
of American Protestantism. It only represents those
viro use the church as s means to meddle in politiecs
and dabble in soclology. The Council is actually a
closed corporation that frames its own policles and
is not accountable to those denominations that contr-
ibute to its support.”

The Presbyterian for January 1, 1920, wrote:

"It seems to us that it is time that the Federal
Council and the Church and the nation should remember
that the Federal Council does not represent the 20,
000,000 Christiasn people, or anyone else, in matters
of civil govermment... It is presumption for this
body not only to assume representation, but to under-
take to spesk for all Christian citizens 1n matters
of foreign policy and to give the Government instruction
therein. It is nothing short of dangerous interference

11920 lianavook of the Churches, p. 7
2Quoted llissionary lonthly, Jenuary 1939, p. 8
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for this unauthorized body to disseminate opinions
and judgments among the nations having sensitive and
sorious diplomatic questions under consideration...
It seems to many that this Council has gone to the
1imit, has become meddlesome and presumptuous, and
may do harm if not properly restrained...

The article just cited calls attention again to the true
policy of the Federal Council, the policy of the social gospel,
and indicates the way in which the social gospel would work

out its purpose, Another article in the Presbyterian brings
out the non-representative character of the féderal Council,
and shows that the policies of the Council are really those
of a small Modernistic group alone. Dr. Donald M. 8rant wrote

iIn the Prosbyterian for April 23, 1931:

"hen has the Federal Council ever submitted any
question of national or international importance
to its constituency...for vhom it so authoritatively
apeaks? And yet, did not the Federal Council, in
that same year (1927), 1ssue a letter of congrat-
ulation to the Nationalist llovement in China? then
was that submitted to the 'Church bodies'?... To be
spacific, when has the Federal Council's latest
pronouncement, that on 'Birth Control,' been sub=-
mitted to the General Assembly?e... And yot the Admin-
istrative Committee is presumptuous enough to declare
that it represents 20,000,000 church members."”

The questions on which the Fedsral Council sought to influence
the govermment are outside the realm of the churches, but not
outside the realm of the social gospel.

‘fhe MHaval Intelligence Bureau in 1936 indicted the
leadership of the Council as being "a small radilcal group
which dictate its (Federal Council's) policies."l This is
an indictmont on two points: first, that the loadership of
the Council 1s radicalj second, that the policies of the Federal

Council are dictated and are therefore not representative.

ljew York American, January 25, 1936
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The refusal of many bodies to join the Federal
Council 1ig stronger rofutation of the claims of the Council,
The Foderal Council does not number helf of American Proteste
antism within its constituency,l and is reﬁfésantative of
only a small part of those witain its membershilp. Thus the
Clains of the Council ere proved to be dishonest.

One might ask why more of the churches do not join
the Pederal COuhcil. so that the Council would be truly rop-
resentative of American Protestantism. They cannot join be=-
cause they camnot accept the lodernistic relglon and program
of the Federal Council. It is also the'Modernism vhich preo=
vents the Council's being truly fepresentative of those within
1t already.

e licdernism of the Federal Council has brougat
various counter-movements into being. One of these is the
Amerlcan Councilo of Christian Churches, orgaﬁiéed in 1941.
This organization considers the Federal Coﬁncil to be the
mouthpiece of Noderniem, and, sccordingly, states definitely
in its corstitution a swmary of the "great evangelical doc=-
trines," as opposed to the Federal Council basis of "divine
Lord snd Savior.” Because of the liodernism of the Federal
Council, the American Council makes disavowal of the other
body one of its conditions for membership. Horeover, the
Anerican Council claims to be carrying the fight to the Federal
Council in its drive for restoration of the Gospel to its

Nt

proper place in the church,

livangelical Action, p.43
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Another counter-organization is the Hational
Association of Evangelicals for United Action, formally
organized in Saint Louils on LAprll 7, 1942, The purpose
of this organization is to protect the rights and interests.
of "the great body of evangelical Christians” which is not
truly represented by the liodernistic PFederal Gouncil.l The
Association is workiﬁg on a positive program in the fields
of evangelism, relations with govermment, national and local
use of radio, public relations, preservation of separation
| betweon chureh and state, Christian education and freedom

£ It organized on a definite

for home and foreign missions.
theological platforn, beginning with the inspiration and
infallibility of the Bible and ending with the spiritual

unity of bellevers in Christ,® in order to keep lModernism

from its ranks., This organization is, with the American
Council and other protesting persdns. groups and denominations,
living testimony both to the lodernism and the non-represent-
ative character of the Federal Council.

Calm, unruffled by the storm of protest which is
brewing, the Federal Council contimues to strive for its aim
of a world church and world authority, an aim expressed in
the following citations from Federal Council literature:

"We urge that Christian people in all lands

make every possible effort Eo bring about a world
political organization...”

lEvangelical Action, pp. 43, l02f., 1l18f,

2Tbldem P. 104

3Tbidem, pp. 102-3

4Trom statement at Philadelphia Confersence,
Quoted in "The Federal Council SpeakS..."
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And anothep:

"The Christien forces of the world...should
next declare...the corollary: that there must be
a world authorlty to which alone the.necessary

aspects and deErees of sovereignty can be ceded
by nationSeee”

The "world authority"” would be a world council of churches;
the "authority" governing the churches woull be--the Federal

Council,

Wo wish to conclude this paper.with two words

of our Savior:

"y kingdom is not of this world..."
John 18,36,

"Go ye thorefore, and teach all nations,

baptizing them in the name of the Father, and

of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching

theom to observe all things whatsoever I have

comnanded youees"

. Hatthew 28, 19=204

That is the work of Christts Church, to bring
in His Kingdom %o the hearts of men,.through the preaching
of the Gospel of the Crucified Christ.

Lord, let Thy Kingdom comel .

1"me Federal Council Speaks" quoting a pamphlet
published by the Federal Council in 1938.
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APYENDIX I

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE FEDERAL COUNCIL
OF TIE CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN AMERICA
(1932 Revision)

Proamble

Yhereas, In the providence of God, the time has come
when 1t seoms fitting more fully to manifest the essential
oneness of the Chrietian churches of Am-rica in Jesus Christ
a8 their divine Lord and Saviour, and to promote the spirit
of fellowship, service, and cooperation among them, the del-
egates to the Interchurch Conference on Federation assembled
in Wew York City, do hereby recommend the following Plan of
Federation to the (hristian bodles represented in this Conf-
érence for their approval:

Plan of Federation

l. For the prosecution of work that can be better done in
union than in separation a Council is hereby established

vhose name shall be the Federal Council of the Churches of
Christ in America.

2. Christian bodies shall be entitled to representation in
this Federal Uouncil on their aporoval of the purpose and
plan of the organization: )

Se The object of this Federal Council shall be:

I, To expross the fellowship and gatholic
unity of the Christian Church.)

IT. To bring the Christian bodies of America
into united gservice for Christ and the
world,

I1I, To encourage devotional fellowship and
3 mubtual counsel concerning the spiritual life
and religious activities of the churches, )

IV. To secure a larger combined influence for
the churches of Christ in all matters
affecting the moral and soclal condition of
the people, so as to promote the application
of the law of Christ in every relation of
human 1life,

V. To assist in the organization of local
branches of the Federal Council to promote
its aims in their communities.

4, ™is Federal Council shall have no authority over the
constituent bodies adhering to ity but its province shall be
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limited to the expression of its counsel and the recormending
of a course of action in matters of common interest to the
churches, local councils and individual Christians. 1t has
no authority to draw up a common creed of form of govermment
or of worship, or in any way to limit the full autonomy of
the Christian bodies adhering to it.

Se llembers of this Federal Council shall be b.ppointed as
folloug:

Bach of the Christlan bodies adhering to this Federal
Council shall be entitled to three mombers, and shall be
further entitled to one member for every 100,000 of its
communicants or major fractlon thereof. Alternates may be
chogen and certified to the Council in the same manner and
%o tho same number as membera to £1ll vacancies caused by
the death, resignation, or permenent disqualification of
members, Such alternat-s may also attend sessions of the
Council in the absence of members and exercise all powers
of members as temporary substitutes during such sbsence.

G. Any action to be taken by this Federal Council shall
be by the general vote of its members, Put in case one-
third of the wmembers rresent and voting reguest it, the vote
shall be by the Bodies represented, the members of each body
voting separatelys; and sction shall require the votes not
only of a majority of the members voting, but also of the
bodies represonted.

7« Other Christian bodles may be admitted into membership
of this Federsl Council on their request if approved by a
vote of two=thirds of the members vobing at a session of this
Council, and of tvwo-thirds of the bodies represented, the
roprosentatives of each body vobting separately.

8. The Federal Council shall meet once in every two jyears
and the term of sorvice of the members or their alternates shall
be two veoars or until their successors shall be appointed.
Special meetings may be called by tho Executive Committese.

9. Section a, e officers of this Federal Council shall
be a President, a Vice-president, a Recording Secretary, a
Treasurer, and an Exccubive Cormittee, who shall perform
the duties usually assigned to such officers. Vacancies
in the representation of any denomination on the Executive
Comittee may be filled by the Bxocutive Committee on nom=
ination by the other representatives of that denomimatlon
on the Executive Cormittee, until the denomination itself
shall provide otherwise.

Section b, The General Secretary and other secretaries of
the Council except the Recording Secretary shall be chosen
by the Executive Cormittee, which shall have authority to
fix thelr duties and their salarles, and they shall aid in
organizing and assisting local Councils and shall represent
the Federal Council in its work under the direction of the
Executive Committee.
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Section ¢. The Executive Committee ghall consist of two
repregentatives from each of the constituent bodiles, prefer-
ably one minister and one loy member, and one additional
represontative for every 500,000, or major fraction thercof,

of i1ts communicants, after the first 500,000, who masy be either

a minister or lay member, togethor with the President, the
Vice-President, end the Tressurer. The Execuiive Cormittee
shall have authority to attend to all business of the Federal
Council in the intervals of its meetings and to fill all vac=-
ancles, except thet it shall not have power to make any eménd-
ments to the Constitution or to the By-Laws. It shall meet
for organization at the call of the President of the Council
imrediately unon tha adjournment of the Federal Council, and

03

analil have power Ho elect its own officers.

Section d. All officers shall be chosen at the biemnial
meetings of the Council and shall hold their offices until
nely successors take office.

Section e. The President, the Recording Secretary, and the
Treosurer shall be elected by the Federal Council on nonine
ation by the Executive Cormittee, but nominations may be made
from the floor of the Council by any member at the time .of
elaction,

Section £, Tho merbers of the Executive Cormittee and
their alternatcs shall be elected by the . Council upon nomin-
ation by the vepresentatives in attendance of each of their
Tespective constituent bodies,

10, The expenses of the Federal Council shall be provided
for by the several constibtuent bodies.

1l. 9his Plen of Federation may be altered or amended by a
najority vote of the members, followed by a majority vote of
the representatives of the several constituent bodies, each
vobting sepsrately., Amendments to this plan shall be reported
officially to the several conatituent churches,

BY-LAYS
(As adopted in 1908 and Amended
in 1924 and 1932)

Article I. Enrollment

The Recording Secretary and the Secretary, or Sccretaries
for administrative service, or a Comittee, to whom thils duty
may be assigned by the Executive Committee, shall make up the
roll of the mewbers in the Council from the certificates of
the proper officers of the bodies composing the Council, and
no one not thus certified shall be enrolled. The Council
shall determine any question arising as to the validity of
the certificates.

Article II., Quorum

A quorum consists of two or more delegates from ecach of
a majority of the bodies entitled to representation.

- .
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Lrticle IITI, 0Officers

Sgctipn 1. The officers of the Uouncil are e President,
a VlcO-—i‘PeSideYlt. a Hecording Secretary, a Treasurer and
secrotaries fer administrative service, and such assocliates
and assisteants ag the Executive Committee may appoint,

Section 2, The President, tho Vice-Frosident, the Recording
Secrotary and the Treasurer shall be elected at each regular
meoting. The Secretaries for administrative service shall be
elected by the Exocubive Comittee. -

Section 3, "he Pregldent and tho Vice~President are not
elligible for imiedicte reelection, -

) Section 4. (a) The President shall preside at neetings of
vhe Councill and of the Execublve Committee; or, in his absence,
the Vice-Presitent, In the absence of both a chairman pro tem
ghall be named.

; (b) ™he Executive Committes shall appoint the chalrmen and
the members of the various departments and committees.

Section 5, The Troasurer, the Secretaries and such offilcers
a8 the Executive Committee may appoint shall be subject to the
directlon of the Rxecutive Committoe.

sectlon G, The Treoasurer shall give such security for the
faithful performence of his duties as the Executive Committee
may direct,

The Ixocutive Comittee ghall have power to appoint
such other fiscal officers as it may deem advisable and to

designate thelr reapective relatlons and duties and the bond
wiileh they shall give.

Section 7. Hach officer holds office from the time of hisa
@lection until the next regular meeting, and until his succ-
essor is electod, except that the Treasurer hold office until
the close of the fiscal year.

Section 8, 0fficers elected by the Council are during their
term of offico ex-officio menbers of the Council.

Avticle IV. Txecubtive Committee

Section 1, All members of the Exccutive Comittee shall be
communicant members of &hristlan bodies adhering to the Council,

Section 2, A quorum shall consist of fifteen members repre-
gsenting at least five denominations,

Section 3, The following shall be invited to attend meetings
of the Rxecutive Commititee for consultation and advice but
without the right to vote: :
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@e Chailrvmen of depertments who are members of the
%ﬂxecutive by appointmont of one of the constituent
podics,. -

b. fwio reprosentatives of the group of fully organized
and recognigzod state and local councils of churches,
nominated by the Association of Executive Secretaries.

€. Those persoms, not to exceed twelve, who may be nome
-inated, one each, by such agencies of organired
Christian cooperation as may, by action of the Exec=-
utive Committee, become enrolled as in affiliated,
cooperative or consultatlve relatlions with the
Paderal Council.

] Section 4, The Bxecubtive Committee shall determine the
Judget of the Council and all its departments and committees.,

Section 5. The Exccutive Committee shall meet monthly
exXcept as otherwise determined by its own action,

-

frticle Ve Committees

The Council may eppeint Committees on Enrollment, on
Low, on Business, on liouinations, on Resolutions, and on such
othor matters as it may from time to time determine.

Avticle VI. Depariments

Section 1. The Council, or the Executive Boammittee, may
establigh Dopartments and standing Cormittees to further the
goneral puvrposcs of the Council within specified flelds of
activity,

Sectlon 2. ihe Departments and Stending Committees shall
be subject Lo the Ixecutive Committoe and shall report to
1t at least .twice a vear,

Sectlon $. The chairmen and tho members of departments and

standing committees shall be elected by the Executive Committee.

Whenever a department or committee operates in a field in whéch
corresponding nationsl cenominational agencles exist, the
Federsl Council's department orf cormittee may invite official
representatives of those national denominational agencles,
approved by the Iixecutive Cormittee, toy: sit with them as
corresponding members. All departments shall include, as
corresponding members, representatives of state and local
federations of churc.es, designated by the Associatlon of
Exeocutive Secrotaries.

Section 4, "he departments and standing comuittees shall
be accorded initlative and liberty of actlion in their methods
and undertalingss bubt no uttorance of any department or comm=
ittee shall be made public until it has been approved by the
Executive Cormittee. On the request of five members, represent-

ing at least three differont denominations, action on any

e et




pPropoaal shall bhe deforred until after discussion at the
next meetilng after the one at which 1t is presented,

Section 5. All members of departuents ghall be members
of Christlan bodles adhering o the Council.

Article VII, lleetings

Section 1. Kegular mectings of the Council shell be held
biennlally on the first Tuesday in Deceriber, unless otherwise
voted by the Council or the Fxecubive Cormilttec, at such place
and hour as may be deternined by the Executive Committee.

Section 2. Spoelal meetings may be called by the Executive
Comnitteo to conaider only such matters as may be specified
In the notice of the meotings.

Sectlon 3. A postpald notlce mailed to the delegate and
addressed to his last Imouwn place of residence shall constitue
@& notice of the meeting.

Avtlele VIII, Amonéments

these By-lows may be smended at a repér meeting of the
Councll by a two-thirds vote of the members present and
voLing, provided (1) hotlce of the proposed amendment shall
have boen given at a preceding meeting of the Couneil, or
(2) such amendment shinll have been recormended by the Exec-
utive Committee,

e i e o el s . e




Field Dopa:

Department
Departmont
Departments
IndGstrial
Commission
Commiesion
Department
Department
Department
Departnent
Cormigsion

Cormiasion

APPEFDIX II

DEPARTMENTS AND COMITTEES
OF THW FEDERAL COUNCIL
(1941)

“tment

of Evangelism
of Imbernetbional Justice and Goodwill

Cad

of the Church and Social Service
Divigion

on [larriage and the Home

on Religlon and Health

of Raco Ralations

of Relations with Ghurches Abroad
of Research and Bducation

of Natlonal Religlous Radio

for the Study of Christian Unity

on YWorship

Cenersl Committee on Avmy end Navy Chaplains

Conmlsasion

on Religiousg Vork in the Canal Zone

Viomen's Cooper:ting Commission

Comiltitee on Foreign Reolief Appeals (Joint with Foreign
Missions Conference)

Cormitteo on Town and Country (Joint with Home lilssions
Council)

Comuission on Public Relatlons

PERIODICALS

Federal Council Bulletin

Information

Interracial

Service

llewe Service
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APPEIDIX IIT

HATTOWAL IWIDENSHIP OF FEDERAL COUNCIL (1940)

Sroup Lieligious Body lembershi
Daptist  lorthern Baptist Conventilon: 1,545,976
National Baptist Convention 4,046,840
Seventh Dey Daptist General Conventlon 6,876
Brethren United Brethren in Christ 421,689
Congregntional Christian Churches 11,042,679
Disciples Disciples of Christ 1,658,966
Zpliscopal Protestont Episcepal Church 1,996,434
Reformed Episcopal Church 9,000
Evangelical Evangelical Church 244,278
Evangelical and Reformed Church 658,571

Priends TReligious Sccleby of Friends (Orthodox) 68,000

Latheran United Lubheran Church (consultative) 1,611,778

Hethodist The llethodist Church _ 7 8377 4487
African liethodist Episcopal Church 650,000

African llethodist Bpiscopal Zion Church 414,244

Colored l‘ethodist Episcopal Church 365,000

Moravian lioravian Church of North America 37,601
Orthodox Syrian Antiochian Orthodox Church i 61,045
Prosbyterian Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 1,971,364
Presbyterian Church in the U.S. 532,135

United Presbyterian Church 187,470

Reformed Reformed Church in Awmerica 163,135
Total liembership in the United States 25,075,462

Canadian United Church of Camda (affiliated) 7,712
Total 25,787,174

# Includes I'ree Baptists
#% Ukrainian Orthodox Church joined Council December, 1942

o
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APPENDIX IV
R!‘-DIC.’T;?J ORGAT 112

AVIZATIONS SYNPATHRTIC T0 THE FRDFRAL COURCIIE
IETHOD 87 FUDERATION FOR S0CIAL SERVICE: "An organization®
according to its Bulletin, "which seeks to abolish the profit
gystem in order %o develop a classless society based upon the
obligation of mmtual services'--which is a polite way of des-
eribing Cowmnism, Tte Soclial Ouestions Bulletin laments even
the fact that "professional patriots are seeking laws to pre=-
vont even the dlscugsion of the overthrow of government by
force and violence." fne of its joint-Secretaries was WinIfred
Chappell who served, abt the same time, on a national Communist
Campaign Comittee and signed a manifesto endorsing the Comm-
wilst platform, In publie sddresses and in published articles,
she advised the Youth of America to join the Army in order to
bo able to ashotage the Nation's defenses from withinl Sho is
how an instructor (sic) in a Communist College. The other
Secretary, the Rev, Tarry Fe Yard, alieneborn Marxiat leader,
Vas, until recently, chalrman of both Communist American
League for Poace and Democrscy and the Communist-defending
American Civil Liberties Union, Ward has long been regarded
aa the Chisf of 8taff of the friends of Cowwnism in Amorica.
There is no subversive movement in this country in wiich he
dosa not wiold an influenco. Bishop Francis J, HoComnell is
President of the Pederstion.

SOCIALIST PARYY: Standard dictionaries make no distinction
between Socialism and Caw unism, insofar as ultinste ends are
concernod. Socialists scok to take over the govermment by
leglalablive moans, if possible, resorting to a throst-cutting
revolution only as a last resort. lany Communist leaders of
today got thoir tralning in the Socliallst Party. Soclaliats
and Communists cooperste in many specific activities on, a
United Pront basis. lorman Thomas, formor clergyman, and
beremnial Socialist candidate for a major public office, has,
for yoars, worked in close harmony with the Federal Council
of Churches officers in nonechurch movements. Earl Browder,
General Secrotary, Commnilst Party, explains: "The program
of the Socialist and the progran of the Communist Party have
& common origin in the document written by Xarl larx and
Friedrich Engels in 1847-1348, known as the Communist Mani-
fosto. Thore 1s no diffe ence, go far as the program lsa
concerned, in final aim., %The difference between the Socialist
and Communist partiea are gradually being oliminated, and one
unified Socilalist or Commnist movement is emerging.

Ithe naterial presented in tils appendix is taken verbatim
from a pamphlet by A. Cloyd Gill (1940), and contained in the
files of Dr. Yheodore Graebner of Concordia Seminary, S.Ve
"Pedoral Council."” The material is intended to give a brief
View of the radical orgenizations with which the Federal
Councll is in some way inter-commected.

iy win
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PELLOWSHIP OF IRCONCILLATION: Radical-pacifist group using
Christian terms to sproad commumistic propagenda. Circulated
potitions for and played a loading role in bringing sbout the
recognition of Russla in 1953, Is a section of the ultra=
radlcal Var Resisters International which, according to ita
literaturo, "welieves a new social order can and will be est-
ablished...it believes these changes can bo accomplighed by
revolutionary l.l)_‘.)!’isinf!?;S... ¥very Viar Resister desires to take
bart in the struggle.” Is & branch of Internationsl Fellom-
shlp of Reconciliantion, which says "we must work for a radical
reorganization of society” and insists thet "the class war is
a fact.” The American vranch was set up by Horman Thomas,
Harry . Ward, etc., in 1917 Propagendizes for "left wing
gz—;,’istianitzr" and egainst military training and National
ense, :

LEAGUE PoR INIDUSTRIAL DEMOCRACY: MNMilitant Socialiat; for
55 yoars headed by Robert lorss Lovett, who has boen active #m
(‘?;Oxrzr-.zunist organizations, end hes said that if #&uerica egesin
goes to war" that: "I shall take no part myself and shall do
Wy best to defend obhers wio take a similer stand.” The LID
pPropagandizes for "a new social order, based on production for
usé and not for profit." It has joined forces with the Comme
unist Party and set up the American Student Union which was
& merger of the student section of the lLeague with the Student
section of the Communist party. Its position best expressed by
Paul Blanchard, former field secretary, who said: "I am some-
tilmes ashamed that I am an American. Yes, I am red and pretiy
Todesethe things that happened in Kussia are bound to happen
in America. The working class rust have more power, They can't
got that powor unless Lhey take it from somebody else, Ve
must honestly try to ebolish the superstitign of patriotism.
i am an American only by accident of birth,
ALTI-DIES COMIITIEE BLOC: A United Front of Commnists,
Socialists, radical clergymen and educators has, ever since
its formation, waged a relentless campaign against the D:l'e's
Comittes on UneAmerican Activities. The Anti-Dies "bloc

has assalled the com-itize with a continuous barrage of abuse

through petitions, radio rrotests, mass meetings, eir:’c. Fa%ling
to kill the committes, the "bloc! has attempted to "smear
individual merbers of the comittee and to mullify the results
of its good work. Examine the names in the center of tliis
chart and learn who among the Federal Council of Churches
loaders have cooperated with these groups. Rev. Theodore (Dr.)
Graebner, Prosident (sic) of Concordia College (sic), a dis-
tinguished clergyuan, testifying before the Dies Committee,
sald that the Federal Council had "meddled incessahbly in
bolitical affeirs, invarisbly sponsoring the ideals of radical
groups.” The Federal Courcil, meeting in Buffalo, in biemniasl
sosslon, sent a stabtoment to the Dies Comuittee denying the
allegation, saying such a statement "grossly misrepresent.the
Spirit and activity of the Council." To date, the Council has
NOT avproved of the Dies Comuitteo.
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FEOPLE'S LOBBY: Ite &logan, according to its officors i1s:

To balance consumption and production by elininating profit,”
Benjanin ¢, ‘larch, executive secretary of PFeople's Lobby,
vrites: "Ita program includes: increased tamation of the
rick; sceialimation of ground rent and reduction of intorest
rates as steps toward tho elimination of profits; public
Cunership of banlking, natural resources, transportation,
Comunication and all basie Industries; govermment fmarketing
and goverument housing corporations; intornational cooperation
through increased fresdom of exchange and allocation of
“ational resources and raw materials.” Tals program is in
accord. with the SccialisteCormunist sybem of Russia.

COMITITEY ON MILITARISHM I EDUCATION: Cooperate with
Soclalist and Commitbec groups in vwaging relentless campalgn
againat ROTC and mllitary training in schools and colleges.
Received {12,400 from the "hed® Garland Fund to nropagandize
againat military alning in schools, llany of its officers
are officers and leaders of the FedorallCouncil of “hurches.
Thls group is listed by Walter S. Steele, in testimony before
Dios Comulttee, as one of the "International Sections of World
Revolutionary Youth lovement,” along with Young Commnist
loague, Anericon Student Union, World fouth Congress, otc.

It opposes lNational Defense work of the American Ilegion,
Vetorans of Foroign Wavs, Reserve Officers Association, etc.

UNITED CHRISTIAT COUNCIL OR DEIOCRACY: A United Front
movement, sponsored by leading Socialists, Communistic and
Padical leazdors in the churches, Its purpose, according to
1ts official statement, was "to draw together the different
lof't wing groups into & United FProni Hlovement." Undar
guldance of leacders in the Federal Council of “hurches,

the now goup has, since itz Fformation, four years ago, in
Coluwbus, thio, grown into a powerful organization, with
aine sponsoring groups. It now is known, in some circles,
as the "Red Christien Front.," Undor guidance of leaders
one of its manor activities in 1940 was a mlilitant campaign
against the Dies Committee Investigating Un-American Acti-
vitles, and to impede ths efforts of the Comittee Lo expose
Commmnist and subversive individuals and organizations.

VAR RESISTENS LEAGUE: American affiliate of the revolutionary
Soclalist=Cormaunist Var Resigstors International. Its pledge
for enrollment says: "I declare it to be my intention never
o take part in war, offensive or defensive, international or.
elvil, whether it be by bearing arms, making or handling
manitions, volunterily subscribing to war loans, or using .
my labor for the purpose of settin% others free firex war
sorvice," Oune of i%s slogans is: "To unite men and women .
vho have détermined to give no support to any war, irrespective
of the reasons.” T .0 Loague cospongors numerous Communist-
controlled movements and programs of CGommunist-dominated
organizationa, ;
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AEERICAT 1E/.01 E FOR PEACE ATD DEMOCRACY: This organization
Vias set up on instructions from lioscow and formsrly was known
as the American Loaguo fipninst Var and Pascisn. It claims to
have disbanded 8arly in 1940 at the timo it was sald "to
Sboal: Zor" 7,500,000 "Auericans.” Farl Browder, secretary of
the Cormunisat Party, ono of the League's original vice-chairmen,
testifled before tho Diecs Committee, under oath, that the
League was a "transmission bolt" for Communist propagenda.
~AC Vigs Comnlttes later branded it a Comxmnist organi zations
Bishop Francis J,. licConnell was a contributor to its official
Hagagine and his drughtor was dipector of it Women's Doparte
ments Rev. Harry P, Vard, close assoeiate of Bishop MeConnell,
Was national chairman of the loaguo.

HORTH AVERICAN COIGITTTEZ 0 AID SPANISH DENOCRACY: Originally
80% up by the American Ioague for Peace and Democracy, as a
Subsidiary. ite purpose was to sproud propaganda and raise
money for the Commnist forces in Spain. Later, the comitittee
became the clearing house “or the mumerous groups organized
in the United States in the intewest of Red Spaln, Bishop
licConnell was chalrman of the Comittee which, according o
records of the State Deparitment, raised nillions of dollars
for Spain's reds and their activities. Officors and members
of the PFoderal Council who cooperated with the Com:ittee and
served as "window-dressing” for many of its activitios are
shown on the accompanying ehart,

P FOR 1INDUSTIIAL DWiOCRACY: An offshoot of the
league for Industrial Denm cracye Dlstrlbutes LID literature,
in additlon to its own, ™e aro people" says its own exscu-
tive secretary, tie Fov. William B. Spofford, "who are clagsed
all the way from liberals to ~ommunists." the CLID is a
radical pressure gpoup operabing within the churches to agl-
tate against Constitutional govermment and to promote a social
order patbtorned afber that of Sovdet Russia, Iis statement

of principles saya: "ile face a world in revolution. Ye believe
that the Church is ready and anxious to discover how it can
best be useful in forwarding the New Order...we irtend to
assist In vecruiting cendidabos for the ministrg as shall
entor it with desire for socialized leadership. « Spofford,
in the past, has served as Acting Chairman of the Commmunist
American League for Peace and Democarcy, during the absence
of Dr, ffarry P, Viard.. CGLID fiold secretaries function at the
same time iIn the game capacity for the ALP&D and the United
Christian Council for Democracye Dr. Spofford was a signer

of the radical manifesto, of the Church Soclalist League,
calling for a "complete revolution of our present economilc

and social dlsorder,” etc., This League was absorbed by the
Church Leagus for Industrial Democracye

CIIURCH IRAGUTR FO
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HATIONAL RPLIGION AND LABOR FOUNDATION: Seth up by radicals,
in 1932, to propagandize "the new social order'; to give
active cooperstion to strikers, at the same time seeking tho
revolutionary overthrow of the capitalist system. Its
directing persomnel and lational Committee is composed almost
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exclusively of Socialists and Communists., Vrlting in its
offielal organ, one of its officers says: "It is no longer
8 question of the noed of revolution; the question is as to
the method of bringing the revolution to pasS...the work of
revolt will have to be carried through a tralined and disci-
Plined group who will lmow how to function in a Ilenin-loadership
vhen the hour of opportunity comes., Our concerm is to build
the understanding leadership from those who are ready to talk
business ana digest the strong meat of direct revolutionary
Proparation.” The official organ also said: "...in arcas of
class warfare we feol that the innate reverence of the average
DPoliceman for the religious hebit will protect our own heasds
from his blows, and so, we place ourselves in the place of
g;‘l'eftest"danger. we can also by that very act, protect the
orkers, :

BUERGENCY PRACE CAMPAIGN: Daily newspapers of April 19, 1936
Said: "A twoeyoar 'mobilization for voace,' directed by a
united front of many of the natilond leading Communists, Soc=
ialists, pacifists and redicals will be launched this wWeeke.
uch was the beginning of the so-called Fmergency Peace Campéign
Vihich owed its success larsely to support given by the Federal
Council of Vnurches and scores of the Council's members.
Rumerous Communist organizations, such as the American Student
Unlon, whose campus strikes were financed by the Emergency
Peace Student Union, gained in prestige and numbers by such
irtimate assceiation with outstending churchmen, [Field workers
for the reace Campaign were trained at a Communist College.
Scores of clergimen, many of them Federal Council members,
Preached 'inspired! sermons, for the Campaign, for an honorium.

AUFRICAN YOUTH CONCRESS: The Uongress, as now corstituted,
Vias set up by the Communist Party and its stooges, amd is
under thioir dominaticn, It is @ major section of the Communist-
led Viorld Youth Congress. It follows, without deviabion, thé
policies of the Communist International, and publicly boasts,
through its officers, that somo of its members are Communists.
The so-called "hbrain trust" of the American Youth Congress
are, in tho main, officers either of the Commmnist Party or
the Young Comunist League, or both, ¥hen the World Youth
Congress met in the U.S. in 1938, with the American section
as host, meny officers of the Federal Council of Churches
Were on the board of sponsors and one Federal Council exec-
utive, made the opening remarks, Junlor Hadassah, Jowish
young people's group (20,000 members) publicly branded the
American Youth Congress as Communist-controlled and withdrew
(liay 1940) as an affiliate.

AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTISS UNION: ™A sgpgoztez:h ogsg%;. gu}:ggss:ve
movementss 1 detrimental to e,

Hew Yo?ksieégglgggggggggrﬂi%gea on Subversive Activiti?'s. A
Congressional Comnittee identified the ACLU as being "closely
affiliated with the Communisi movement in the United States,
and fully 90 per cent of its offorts are on behalf of Conm-
unlsts."” A ilassachusetts Legislative Committee reported “the
pPropaganda of this organization 1s dictated and domlnated by
Communists and Cormmunist sy‘mpathizers." The ACEU, for 20
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%as headed by Dr, darry F. Hard, It still has Commnists as
members, though it is publicly conducting a purge to eliminate
Communists from its official board. However, Roger N, in,
¥ho has written, for publication, that "Commnism is the goal
renalns as its director., Study the list of Pederal Council

of Churches monbers and officers, in this chart, and note
that several of them are nssociated with the American Civil.
Liberties Union. In fach, the charge has been made, 30 often,
that the ACLU and IC had an "interlocking directorate” between
1ts governing bhoards, that the Council has been forced to make
a public denial,

CROSS SECTION STUDY OF 60 FC OFFICERS, LEADERS AED MENBERS,
AWD A FEW OF TH% ORGANIZATIONS WIICH HAVE USED THEIR NAMES
AS OFFPICERS, NEMBERS OR SPONSQRS.

(Fumerals following names vefer to organizations above).

Roswell P, Barnes « 3,2,9,11,15,14,15
Albert W, Beavon = 13,14

Hugh Chamberlain Burr - £,5,6,11

Edgar I, Blake 10,131,186

We Russell Bowio « 3,5,9,11,12

George A, Buttrick - 3,11,14

Sarmel ileCrea Cavert - 9,11

Allen.Xnight Chalmers - 2,3,7,11,13,14
Winifred Chappell - 1,3,4,10

Jerome Davis = 2,5,4,5,0,8,11,13,14,15,16,8
Dorothy Setzer - 4,7,11,15,14

Ralph R, Diffendorfor = 1,3,11

Sherwood Eddy - £,7,9,10,11,13,14,16
Harold E, Foy = 2,35,8,13,14,16

Charles XK. Gilbert - 4,12

Henry A. Atkinson = 6,15

L. 0. Hartm - 1,10,11 .

Hubert C, Herring - 2,4,11,15,16

Emily Hickman - 10,15

Willfam Lloyd Tmes = 5,10,11,15

Ivan Iee Holt - 11,14

Lynn Harold llough = 13

Paul Hubtchinson = 1,2,4,11,13,16

Samuel Guy Inmen - 11,14

Edger DeWitt Jones - 10,11,14

Clavence Vi, Kemper = 2,11

John V. Langdale =
John Howland Lathro
Henry Smith Lieper :
Halford E. ILuccock 1-2:235:9011015

Hal‘ “’. Lﬁidler - 435!4'

Edugd Ce Lindemon = 5.5.2.9.10-11-15-15

Jde« Howard lielish - 2,11,1

Charles Clavton llorrigson = 9,11,13,14,16

Abrsham J, Iste = 5;4,159,15516

James [iyers = 3,06,8,12,18

Fla"{:emis.y;f. I.icCol’méll 55 1’2.5.6’4.8,‘9.10.11.12.13.16.o

KSRV |

- 2,3,5,7.16
5,16,16

o1 1
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Reinhold Niebuhr - 2,3,£4,6,8,0,10,11,15,14
G. Bromloy Oxnam = 1,3,9,11,15,16

KIrhy Papse e 2,547 915,14,16

Albert Vi, Palmer « 3,9,14 .

A. Claybton Powell « 35,5,10,11,15

Vida D. Scudder = 2,4,5,12,16

Robert W. Searls = 3,11,13,14

Guy Fmery Shipler - 5,10,11,12,13

Ralph V. Sockman = 3$,14,15

Mary Kingsbury Simkoviiteh = 11,12,15
Williem B. Spofford = 2,3,5,10,11,12,16,8
Llva W, Taylor « 8,13,14

Worth 1, Tippy - 1

Ernest Fo Tithle = 1,2,5,4,11,15,14,16,9
Henry P, Van Dusen = 2,9,13

Walter Van Kirk - 9,14,15

Harry Fo Vard = 1,3,10,11,16,8

Luther A, Weigle = 9,11,13 '

L. Hollingsworth Wood = 3,9,13,16
Herbert L, Willett « 2,9

lary E. 00lley = 35,5,9,11,15,16
Winifred Wygall - 2,7,15,15

SEAW Se, 20 ae
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