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like the fa there. ehlee troa eeeld.Dg Scriptural aupport.. In the next. 
,I 

Peri~d, identified with t.he sermon at Torgau 1A 15,,, Luther becCillea 

more certain of hi~ po~tion and at\empta to base lt more aecurelJ 

upon Scripture. This is c~:aParablo to the period of the 17th and t81h 

century dogmo.tic1ana aho attempt.Gd to place patrletlc t.heolo&, upan a 

more Biblical foundation. The third period comea at. t.he cloae of 

Luther I s Ute and, as is maintained bJ aome scholars. exhibit.a tile 

tendency of some 19th century Lutheran and Reformed t.heologiana t.oward 

a mOdified univeralism based on ~1~s article of faith. In 15'4~ Luther 

wrote in his exposition to Hosea 61,, with reference to I Pet,.,116tf1 �~� 
11Here Peter clearl1 t.eachee not. onl¥ t.hat. Chrlat appeared. t,o V 

the departed f athers and patriarchs. some of llhom. with011t dol1bt., 
Christ, when He rose. raised with Him to eternal life, but alaa 
preached to some tdlo in the t i me of Noah had not believed, and 
who waited for t.he long-sutf'erillg ot God. t.ha.t is. who hoped that. 
God would not enter into so st.riot a judgment wit.hall flesh, to 
the intent U}at .!,be~ mlgh~ acknowledge t,bat their aina were tor­
giyea through t.b.e aacrifi92 of Ohria\• Therefore the prophet. in 
this place has 1n mind the Christian Ohurch cit all t.lmea, t.b.at. is. 
not only that which nas Wider the Law e.nd aft.er the La11, but. also 
that l'hich exle t.ed bef ore the DeltJ&e•" 14 

It ma.v 1rell be that thia noteworthy I>aasage from Luther is simr>l.v 

a result of a slip of the pen. and in the light of its use bf auch 

univereallete as K&nig and Plumptre, we· :night well remark that there 

is also here the poaaibilit1 of a slip 1A interpretation of Luther. 

As far ae we know. Luther nowhere else gives definite expression ~o ~- - ··-- . -

any belief in wit·i'erealisa. Be that. as it. ma,, howe1er, ow- purpose 

in cl ting these Passages we eimPl.Y to ind.lea t.o the indetlni \eneas �~� V 

Luther's own position on this article. A stud1 ot some of' the· ~dog-

matioR asaertione of later theologians will enable t.he reader t.o 

;,..: 
14. M. Luther, RJ.ualeg~· dos Prophet. Boaea,- Walch ed. vol.6, 

pp.1797-1798, as translated by· Plum.pt.re. op. cit. •• p.110. 



apprectate a comparison with Luther. 

LWhat., I1ow, is there to be aaid for the reoent. history or the 

article of Christ I s descent! As already noted, those Vlbo have been 

J. 
l,/'chiefl1 interested i n thia doctrine are some Reformed tb.eolog1ana who 

support it as a basio for their modified universalism. It. hae been 

Obser'led in the second ohapt.er that. univeraali8ll has been aeeooiat.ecl 

ith tbls doctri ne t'rom the very bsglnnlng.j Among the moat~ 

of the early universalists were Origen and Gregor3 of Nyas~ FrQD. their 

time through the entire history of the Ohrist.ian Chv.rcn there have been 

proponents of this heresy, and never more so than in the paat. cent.ur1. 

Plumptre cites Bishops Newton, Ken, Butler, Cardinal I.ian.ning , Jer8fD3 

Taylor, Farrar, F. D. Maurice and many other churchmen inclined to 
':' 

tmiversallam. He even goes afield "t.o bring in Virgil, D11nt.e, Mil ton, 

Dryden, Popo, the Kaddiach of the Jews, et.o . , in auppor\ ot his views, 

and to establish the prevalence of the idea of univorea.lium. A s~t.eme:1\ 

chosen at random from Plum?tre ~ill suffice to indicate his own att.itude. 

It ia taken f'rom the first paragraph of hio chapwr entitled, •Tha Sal­

va tion of the Heath.&ns• 

11 '.l'he t.ilought t.hat. the heathen as such are under a Divine educa\ion. 
and are not excluded, if they have been aeek&re ai't.er God and have 
followed after righteousness, from the blessedness of Ria kingdom., 
has become ao much the dominant thought of the time in which we 
live, that we scarcely recognise, f~r the most Port, t.he slo-.nesa 
with which that victor, over the t.nlditioaa of mediae,al1sm. and 
ark thoughts of God has been 110n, how those .mo folJ&ht for the 
truth which 1s now acknowledged by well-nigh all men have had ~eir 
name cast. out as evil and borne the reproach of hereey or unbelief.,, 

A contemporcry of Pl.umpt.re, Dr. J. s • .Kodney, writ.es in the sa:,.e 

vein on I Pet..)118-2G1 



•The pneumatic onoa are they in whom the lnherit.ed disorder 
of humanity hae begun to be cured, who have borne ri~UJ their 
earthly proba tion, and commenced their upward career, thoug,b tne1 
be at different poluts on the sa1, ~ though there be only one 

~t the a\.lUl.llit.'- J·eal.lf Cllrist. hii11,lf •••• Let. .tlOn.a t.hink t.h,:i.t. ~@.l/' 
1tnow of all lVlO w11 ehare it uie upward career or movement./, or 
even that all the fui tJ1less onee in the time of Noah were hope­
lessly disobedient. Jesus mede himeeli' and hia loving work known 
to thoee of them who were pneuma tics.l, not to condemi them, but. 
to eU?Ply what was need!'t11 for U1eir inward aymmet.rization and t.helr 
resultant perfection.P10 

-.., 
Not only th~ English divines, however, but even our German achola.r, 1 

11 
J • L. Konig, -oho establishes the orthodox Lutheran view of Christ.• a 

descent upon the combined testimonies of Scripture, the ancient Church 

and the Latheran Symbols, is thoroughly won over to the aide of uni- ~ 

versalism. The fourth eection ot his work on U11e dootrine treats ot 

its tiini'inite importance and manifold meaning." He then ¥N>oeeds to 

offer fifty-two pages of unive{aliat implications, and then, almost 

:is an af'ter-thought, just four pages on the doctrin.e' s significance 

in showi ng ci1e destruction of the power of the Devil, the victory 

over hell, etc.I Just one passage will suffice to present his poei• 

tions 

''Dass nun abt.:r dio Heiden Wld die nicht.christl1ci1en V&lkor, 
denen Chri stua t!.~Ch nicht auf der Erde oiler ln dieeem Leben war 
gepredige~ wordeu, keineaweges achon deohalb als ewig verloren 
oder ewig vercia:.imn, zu denken seien. schaint. sioh m.ir II.it Not.h­
wendigltel t. aus der Lehre der heiligen Schrift zu. ergeben. Nicht, 
daas es m~glich wire, ausser Christo selig zu werden; !U.Im!eraehri 
Das ist das ewig Wahre in dem Sat.zei auaserheJ.B der Kirche ist. 
kein Heil. Aber Christus 11ird jenseits denen noch geprediget., 
die hier aui' Erden nicht Galegenheit gehabt haben, 1hn· kennen Wld 
lieben zu lernen; und dae let gerade die Haaptbedeut.WJg oder der 
Hauptzweek seiner H&llentahrts auch 1.haen ist dan1U, die M&glichkeit, 
gewAhrt Qorden. sieh f'dr oder gegen ChrlaLum, i'dr oder gegen die 
Wahrheit zu entaehe1den, aioh erl6aen za laasen oder in der Sdnde 
zu beharren.:t17 

16. J. s. Kedney, Ohristian Dg;trine Harmoniz!4a, p. 408. 
17• J. L. K&nig, op. oit., PP• 21}-214. 



And why ah°'1ld not l&nlg take t.hla at.and when he ha.a a11ch ou.\-

a t.ancling "Lutheran, 11 or at leaat ooneer,athe t.heologlana behind hia 

as Bengel, Moahoia, Me3er, Bahn, Julius lillllor, leizel, Lange, Ole• 

haueen, Stei'tene, and Nit.zaoht No wonder that Pot,t, calla t.b.la doct.rine 

a •mere eooleeiaetloum"{1s), and that it la treel1 asserted that. thie 

doctrine has reeul ted from an apot.heoala ot hwnan apeculauon. 

Appended here tor the aake of a more complete historical surve1 

are the confessional atatementa ot a fe• Protestant Churches. 

German and Dutch Reformed& 
,/' 

Heidelberg Catechism. {156,), question 441 "Why la there added, 
He descended into Hellfft Answer& "That Imai be assured. and 11holl1 
comfort myself 1n this, t.hut 'III¥ Lord Jeaue Christ, b3 hie inez­
Presalble anguish, pains, terrors, and helli~ agonies, in which he 
was plunged during all hie au.fferilJga, but eapeciallJ on the oroaa, 
hath delivered me from the anguish and torments ot Hell.• 

L/' A compendium of the Chrlgt.ig.n Religion, Queat.lO!l ,,, "lhat 
then hath Jeaua Christ. done to save uaY" Anawera "Re haa autl'ered 
tor ue, •as oru~i1'1ed, and died, was buried, and descended into 
Hell; t.hat ls, he au.ffered the torments 01' Hell, and thus became 
obedient to his Father, that. he might deliver us from t.ne temporal 
and eternal punishment due t.o ein." 

Prench Calv1n1stsa 

J J.ohn. Calvin, InsUt,qt.e1,, Book II, ch. 16, sec. e, 1 But. it is 
not ri; ht to omit. his 'descent into Hell,' which ia ot no small 
importance t.owards the accomplishment. or Redempt.1.on •••• It. waa 
neceasar1 tor him to contend with the powers of Bell and t.he horrora 
ot eternal deathJ ••• he was made a substitute and aurel,J tor- u~ 
greaaora, and Hon t.reat.ed aa a oriainal himaeli", t.o auauin all 
the pu.nish.~enta whioh would have been inflicted .on them, onl.1 wiih 
t.hia ncoption, that 'it was not. possible that. he should be holden 

·-of the pains of death.' 'therefore it 1e no wonder it ho be ae.id t.o 
have descended int.o hell, since he suffered that. death lthiah the 
wrat.h of God lnflicta on tranagressora.• 

Eplsoopal or Anglican, 

The Third Article ot The Thirt.J-Bine Art.lcle1, •As Ohriat, died 
tor ua and was burled, so also it ls to be belie•ed t.hat. he went. 

18. Pott, Oathollq Ep1,.11a, on I Pet.}119, p.,s2, quot.eel b3 
K&nig, op. oit., p.10. 



down to Hell." Int.he first edition of the Artlole11n 1552 
thia explanatory ~luuse 1:ns added: "For hla b:>dy la6 in tho 
~tP\llohre until h6f resurrection; the Spirit llhich he ga~e up wae 
with the af)iri te 'l'iho were doto.in~ in Prison, or th& lo.aer regloaa, 
and .?.reached to them, as the PtlssEige of Pet.or i Jaiitlea, e\o." 
In the dey a ot Q.ueen Elizabeth thie ex?l ane tion was del-et.ed. 
Also t10d~r Article III, over the Apoa~l~•· Creed a'i.a.nds the 
dir-0c t ion, "Any churches ma.y omit the JJOrda, 1fle descended into 
Hell. tit 

Presbyterian: 
In explane.tion '6 ' the elauee, 11!ie descended i nto Hell" , which /i ... 

_ ./appears with the A'poatlea' Creed a.t the end of the Shorter Co.t.-
V . echiam of t..'1e 'r7osu:Lingter Con!'euion, le found.khia notes "Tha t. 

is, c~ntinuod in the state of the dean, and udder the power or death, 
until the third day. '1 19 

1? . All of t.tieae confess5.onal statements e.re t.aken from r. Iluide­
koper, o; . ci t., PP• 11, -175. 

J. R. Ford i~ the ~~~heran Oo~1on, April~~, 1~22, pp. 2;.lQ sayaa 
" In ou.r Saedi.sh tra..nslat.io~bt tho Apostles' Creed' we oonfese that 'He 
descended into Hndea (d~dor1ket). ••• We hope to see t.his illoonalst.eno1 
corrected in our ritual /in English/•M · 

World Hor-Rt,ld o.r Clea.ha# N~b., June 16, t9a4, reports on the Aua11s­
tana Synod convention in De Kalb, Ill. a tt 'l?ho 1rord,:·:-"•hell 11 in the second 
article of the AP~atJ.ca 1 a Creed wcs dr~p,od s.ncl the word flhadee" sub­
stituted in its stead by t.he Augustan.a. SynOd meet.ing here in its 6oth 
annual convention.••• It waa !!lade clenr th.a t action ot the siuod does 
not imply rer>udio.tion oJ: the existence of hell, but relates 01111 t,o t.he 
state ?I: Christ follo~ing hie or~oifixion and death. The ohe.nge in 
confession of f a ith was mnde during consideration of the revlaed 11~ 
urgy of the Church.· The report oft.he liturgy committee was present.ad 
by Dr. Erneat Hohlbad, president of Beth~ college, Lindsborg, Kan., 
and sub~ti tution of the word 11hadea" was advocated by Dr. o. E. Lind­
berg, dean of Augusto.na _Theologlcal Seminary, Rock I slruid, Ill. •1e 
ahould not co:-.fess in our churches et/(~ry Sunday tha t Christ deecend.ed V 
into hell t!hen he d.idn I t., 11 decl a.red th.e Auguste.no. dean. •'the w~.rd 
hades meane realm of the deed, 11hile hell implies a place of punlall-
ment. \fa knOl'J tha t. Ohi'l:et did not deecen.d t.o s11oh a place. 11 

('L'he · la.st t wo notes ~er~ t.P-.ken t'rom the tiles of Dr. Th. Graebner 
of Concordia Semine.ry.) 



OBAPtiR IV' 
' ' -

A view cleserving exam1.Dat.1on 1a baaed. oh1etlJ on the Bachelor 

ot Di~1n1t3 Thesis of D~ R. Jesse. ?he T[ichoto!,f A~cordJ.n.g. \g 

§qr1r}9tf• One difficulty confront.ing ~sin our endeavor ~o echie~e 

s t.horoughl1 Scrl~t.ural and logical dew at \he doot.rlnc of Ohriclt.' ·a 

descent into hell 13 found in the relat.1onah1p ot time to e\ernit.1• 

At.1guatine was perha~s the first to observe tJi3t time is tot.all; 

dissimilar to ~ternit3.1 Eternltf is 1 e.n ever-present now• with 1111icb 

we cannot associate the idea of durat.iou. <It seems t!lat. moat. dogmat.1• 

clans have confessed to a limit.at.ion of mental powers in this respeo\ 

and have not considered the implications ot the "tiaelessnesa" or 

eternit1.2) Dean Jesse etetosl 1A sequence ot events is an 1mposa-

1bility in a timeless world.~) The i'ull slgnitica.nce ot this apothem 

leads to a position differant. from that. of the Ante-Nicene fatherG and 

all dogmaticio.ns to this de.J• \'le are hore merel1 st.at.ing it., hoping 

to give it more complete exeJ:11.nation and studJ at some lat.er d~t.e. 

1. St,. Augustine, as sWIW18.r1zed tro.11 hia writ.inga b1 PlUIII'r•, 
op. cit., pp.,10..,111 "The distinction between past., present, t:.Dd 1\lt.ure 
was one of the condi t.lons of human thought,, but was not. t,o be t.raaaterred 
to our conception of th~ Divine etornit._y. That. was to be thought. of a• 
an everlasting present., in ohioh there. is no succeaaion and nothing 
tranalt.or,, the "toda711 ot tho et.ernal Fa\her and of the Oo-et.ernal Son, 
begotten, not in time, but before all time. In tbat. fixed and at.able 
et.ernlt1, which was thus one with t.he light., t.rut.h, love ot the Divine 
Na ture, men might. find a rotugo from the mt.abillt.1 of time. Ooapared 
wlth it. all the ages in t!leir llm1Ueas auccenlon are as nought..• 

i• E. H. Pl.wapue, op. clt.., p.,68, aa1aa "I !ind it. imponibl• 
to con:e1ve of lite, either human or divine, apart. trom the idea of 
duration. This mai, of course, be a personal intirmlf..t of brain•power.• · 

,. R. Jesse, op. cit., ~.16. 



Before ,rooff4111g further wl t.h t.h• ooaoept. ot •'-1'111 \J • w eball 

rtra\ approaoh u appl1oat.1oa ot tibia oonoep, u4 olear-.. &l"OIIDi tor 
\ 
\ 

a ••-11 ot aegeela 1D Cla&PMI' f?. !be 111'1\ier oGIIGlll'a la 'Ill• oOAelu.-
. ~ / 

a1on •d&lllabed bJ-Ba.a ~..... t.ha\ •tohct'°"f ottffa ihe aw.1 SoriMu-V 

s.l dew or tlle nat.UN ot lllall• Be Nl• t.ha\ ma.a le a •lerial-Jaa\ei-

lal or-.wn oompoae4 ot boq 8114 eplrlt.. lt Bia ocapoa1 Uaa. ou la• 

•-t.ed in a elaple to~a• boc1z plua aplrlt. 99.11&1:a aoal. or 11m • 

. ~a-v-: . 
11th retereno• to Gen.217 Jl41iaa· Jee•• wriwa1 

11The aot.ionleea hulk tbat. ha4 a\Nt.all .. lt,a llteleee lt111gt.h apca 
t.he parent. earth, beoue now lnaUnot. wit.ll the talrlll: fll lit•, u4 
JIU• t.he wd.on ot \wo •aaenUal par\a, ........ iala , rlgbVUl plaoe 
ln the oreat.he aob .. ae the .t1re,. l1Yillg A!i1 belonging w th• 
genua homo.·~ · 

(1 

In cletlnlng the pert.lDeD\ t.el'lle• .. , .... ea,a tbat.•Pgfb• 1a 

the New Teaw.ment. equ1'ftlen\ ot !,pb•M• aD4 both are ua .. o~ m .. 

a OOIIPl•W lldug belDg.-u 1D41Ylclual. !)rm le Ule Bew Teaumt. 

ectui'falent. ot Ryagll, and aeana the Ji)ial prS99lP19 laJ whiob. Vie boq 

la an111aw.. Be further ...,.. •sotb .... :;refer t.o lire withla •• 
. . . 

boclJ• but Bephegb IINll8 properlJ the lite llhiclh oae J.a• while BY!t!' 

d••ignatea the lite llhloh ou Jiu• 6 Thia d1at.hult-loa la 1aporwit. 

1D aolyiag aOJN ot the apparent, ezeget.ioal cl1tt1cult.1ea ln•olM 1n ,, 
appl7ing 411ohot,aa, to aome Soripwre PHN&••·7 

.\. Ibid. p.lJ. 
,. Ibicl. p. M., 
6. Iblcl. p. ' . 
7.· Ibid.. p. ,r,. DlttlouU, P&•ea&•• ezpla.~ 1n Ulla work are• 

Lt.1146.471 Ia.i61j1 Heb.4112J I TheH.!hV. 
PaaH&•• ill whloh 41ohot~ 1a part.1o~arl1 e1'lcleat1 Gea.1120J2~71 
Bool.12171 Job '4114,1,, P,.1,1261 841,1 104129. 
Mt..101281 Lk.8-1551. 2;·1461 Ja.191,0a I oor.7•-"'• II oor.41161 71.11 
Epb..'ta'ta Jaa.~aa6. 

' ' 



26 

Further. on the lmmater!al part ot man he wr!wea 

• The original and the highest. oonoeption ot the innat.erial 
is that of the life-Prlnciple. Thia oonoepUon le termed the 
spirit. the~' the Pnro1,e. It is that. without. ahich \tle 
bOd,y is dead (ot. Jam.,a,6). It. ls the absolut.e conoept.10ll of 
the immaterial, the anlma t.ing agenc.v oonaldored apart. troa the 
bod1 which it vhifiee. There 1a no other being with which it. 
has to do, save God, it.a .Maker. It ls that aspect of tho in­
corporeal which exist.a ln solltar3 at.ate. t.urn.ed eyer traa the 
world of physical things, andibrever toward lt,s God. 1 8 ~ 

On the relationship ot consciouaneas t.o tpe spirit., Dean Jesse 

elucida tea a 

"Ooneciouaness itself depends upon t.he close relation ot the 
ani.ma ting prlnoiple and the Ph.vaical organism.. Diat.urb thle 
delicate relation and consclouanesa surfers an eolipee •••• 
Consciousness 1s it.self, then, dependent on the 1 U'e-principle, 
and ls surpassed by the same. The former we can but vaguel1 
conceive of; the lattei, escapee us entirel7; exploring in\rO­
spection it.self returns empt.,•handed, as trom a thule inaccessible. 
This s pirit le as inconceivable as the tilneleaa, apaceleaa world J 
which is its proper home. We can but af'f'lrm the ezist.ence of this 
lmpal pablllty."10 

\7hnt h8 PP~ne, then, when death enters u.pon. the scene? The dee.the 

lllust.rate the separation of body and spirit., the latt.er ret.urn1.ng ,o 
I 

God who gave it. l_Aft.er three days God restored that spirit ot Ohrist. 

Likewise e t the resurrection God will restore that spirit to the 

mat.erial bodies and men sill again be living souls. The theor3 

aeswnes that at death. then, all conac1°'1anesa, and i n t act. all~ 

existence c~aea tor the aoul,--ror man. <there is therefore an 

interval between death and the Reeurreotion during ·llhich the deooaaod 

ie non•eziat.en;;,l Most 

a ttampted to f 111 thie 

thooJ.iiene. ao it la charged., have conaequonUJ 
f, . 

interval with an intermediat.e at.ate and with 

'soule1 in a eea6-conao10\la and nebulous exlat.enoe. But. here, according \0 tila 

8. Ibid. p. S. 
9. Concordia oxcloped1t under •soul, " p.710, •81•• •spirit., when 

conaldored aeparatel1, ma, aignlf'J the principle of life. ••• Soul 
alwa1e refers to the eaaent.1al nature, the essence ot man's being. • 

10. R. Jesse,· op. cit., p.9. 



27 

~eor1·• .: le the tallao1. tor all. aw.--.nt.a la ~. pangaph laaw• 

been wrlt\ea troa the y1ew-po1nt. ot .ll!a• 5 

Sup.po•• ttaai we regud - at clea~ traa ... '\Ile Ti ... poln\ ot ·oot 

1n tkm1\I• ...._:::=J•aa• haa tb.ia t,o ..,-, 

*It• •P•ak f'roa Vie vlewpoln\ or t.he aP1r1\. ulaUltg 1D.a 
World boUi epaoel••• alMl U..l•••· w -., gran\ Via\ 11iw,ee1a, 
\l!f unnot. 8J1at, for 1fs• A a~UGUO of •VOA'\e 1• all 111poea1-
bl11 \J' ·1n a t.lraeleaa worl41. lt, (Ule aplrlt,) ia tb.erei>ON ·61.reaq 
jolnecl ~e.ln \o 1 t.e bOd.J • tor lleavnotloa. Daz 11 dl!!:f,g HS 1$ 
at. the lnf kat. of it.a df PMWrt trca 'tile worlcl ot \i.M ~o ibat, 
'llhloh 1s t.lmeleea. Ife)r• properl7 .... •\rioUJ•· •P•Jrt:ng. 'Ulen 
la. troa the t.imei••• point. ot ·d•• ot th• aplrU,, no "pa.ra\1an 
~ 1\eelf from tha bOdJ at. all, tor the aeqlWl.oe ot •••'- re­
tneentecl bJ dl·ajunot.loa and nunlOII oanao\ ezlat. aimll-.-oul.J, 
and 1t not slmul t.aneou.aly, then no~ a\ all. Dlla bel.Jrg vu.. 
t.here le no neoeaai\y tor th• ooaeet.loa of the aplrl\'• .imi­
fGut.aUon. through the b0d1, and the sow mjoya, tberei'on, 
.UDlnwr,rupt.ed '9nure ot ottloe 1n tu oapaolt.7 aa tb.e mult•n&• 
t.ion of the epirlt..•11 12 

Oft.he paracloz whloh thla dew lnt.roctuoea .. BNII JeH• viwat 

11e labor under tb-e lzlau.perable handloap ot being foroed t.o 
deal with th• 1ntln1.t.e bJ meane ot a f1n1\e •na. le an toro .. 
t.o oonoe1we of t.lmeleaa and. ei>ao•l••• oonoep\a 1n wnu ot . .oaoep\e · 
out in aol4a or both t.lme end apace.. le are tha oauequeaU¥ 
f oroed t.o a oho1o.e-o1 ther mad•••• or a r .. op.1 Uoa ot th•· 
tuUlit., ot the at.tempt.. U we are wiM, • •oot- ~• la\wr. · 
whloh cholo9 40,, mot, hOJ•••r, 1nJ!l1daff ·o-.u U.ill\en•np of »•. 
t•o~. 4•1Plff !Nr &dal'1fd :,uui, \O under1\f P4. 1,. ~ ,, 
B1 R1 of reit.e:raUon upon the tille eonoept., we rewm t.o 01U' 

o.u t,horl t1• 

11• Ibid. p.16. . . 
12. Th• ~or41& Qu\optJl&I oont11U thb oonoep\1. •siaM wUll 

death all ezpericno•• of t.la• end aP&oe OGIU \o and, tb.e 111.wrYal 
bet1reen dee.th and t.he reaurreoUon clog ,ot. slots tor th• eoul.• U.•r 
•aow.-sleep.• p.71-6. 

,,. a. Jeaoe, op. olt., p.17. 



• Ae tar a.a tho world ot time 1e concerned. the boq le et.ill 
1n the grave and in that. world of t.ime, and will ao remain Wl\il 
that. world of tl111e comes t.o an end. Inn llhen the bOd.¥ le rahecl, 
1 t. will at.ill roq111re, frOJI the temporal viewpoint., GOcl' a great. ,,.,. 
P .. er t.o reunite U. t.o the spirit., tor while lau ot Uae endure. 
the body can not. malte the necesaar.v t.ranal t!on. from t.he t.emporal 
t.o the t.iaele:,a ,orld. time int.ervenea an illaurmount.e.ble barrier, 
the leveling of whloh 0111 req.uire it.a Oreator•s ·own omni~t.anoo.•14 

15 

Our Savior while o~ eal'th gave expreeaion t.o both t.erms 01' t.hh 

Paradox. 16 i ro:n t.b.e human, tiae-li.ml t.ed viewpoint. Christ. oallocl death 

a ~sleep} In human sleep, as far as the sleoper'a conac10t.1aneaa ot 

solf la concerned, tho sleeper no longer exist.a. Moreover, the aom.ent. 

the sleeper ia reaoved fro~ the Presence and aense percept.ion of ob­

servers, he no longer exists for them eit.b.er. thus in e!nplo1lng tho 

term Asleep" Christ. at.t.empt.ed, so Ulie theori holds, to put over the 

idea. that from the human view there is no conaoiouaneee, not. even ox­

ietonce, after death and before the Reeurrect.ion. let. remarkabl.V 

en<>u.gh, in thla same ter.a of "sleep" is embodied the viewpoint ot 

1mmort.al1 ty and et.erni t1 • tor 1n human sleep. deepi t.e the t.emporar1 

lose of conscloueness. the sleeper le obvi0\lsl1 alive, alth.oqgh God 

may be the only one coneoiou.s ot. t.ha t. sl~eper I a existence. 'fherefar e 

Christ said of Jairus' daught.erJ "The maid la noi dead. but. sleepeth.• 

aeeuring her parent.a of the im:nort.allt.¥ of the individual. !nus in 
,-·~ 

the designs. Uon of the eta t.e of dee. th ae "sleep• Christ. a.t.f inaec( bo.t,nJi 
.,___/ .J 

the aPParent. non-exia\9noe and the actual exht,enc9 ot man a.ft.er death.17 

(Of. I Thees• 4,1,-18). 

---------------
14. Ibid. p.17. 1,. Oonet.able• "In death., tho aplrlt. ls wit.bclram, the aoul 

vanishes, and man becomes non-ezla tent.. 11 q uot.ed bJ R. B, lel cb.. 
Pr11b1ter.1u .RodttL vo1.e. p.516. 

16. Mt..9,.t4s 2715,J Jn.11111. ct. also Ac~ 1,1,6; I oor.1~a,O,:)u 
Eph. ,•1•; I These.4•14, 

17• Of. concordance for numerous examples int.he o. f. of the 
Phrase& "tlAP) with. his tathera." 



But excl11olvel3 from the viewpoint. of tJ.aeleaane,a, the Savior. 

ao it. le viewed in this theor3. haa ghen ua the beat. eynon,m we poueH 

tor eternl t3••1 T.~ax" (Lk.2'i4,). Be gave the malefactor on the croH 

an eternal promise of eternal lite to be carried out 1n et.ernly. and 

thus He .. dated" it "eternit.1.• The malefactor had litt.l.e t.iae and. no 

desire to spec11la te on the t.ime-et.ern1 t.1 concept., but. wi 1ihout. a doubt. 

he understood Ohr.1st. correctl7. He knew \hat. he •ould be with Cllrlat. 

that very da,1 1n Paradise, and if death, several millennia, the Reaur­

rection o.nd the Judgment had to intervene, then ae tar as he and hla 

coneciousneaa were concerned, they would all t.re.nepire 1n t.b.at 0110 

traction of a day.18 

Beyond this teaching of Ohrist. we know nothing ot et.ornit.,, and 

~ith ~ur finite minds we could co~prehend no more even had Chris, made 

the a t.te:npt. to teach ua. 
I • 

Moreover, ae Dwan- Jesse remarked. in an 

interv!e~ q~on this oubject, all the concl~alone in. this chapter ar• 

necessarily lnferaacea from Script.ure, but they are the onl1 interenoea 

upon this subject which are logicallt permieaible and Soript.urallt 

acceptable. 

18. R. Jeeae, op. oit., p.15t -!.S~ripturo t.eaohee that et.erllal 
.Ptmishment or ·reward is received bt ithe loat. or redeemed sinner ..!&.I 
.!!All, ae an lndiddual. as a. eo11l, and at the la,\89\ _ ot 4ea~ (Lt.~a4,, 
•thou," ae an 1ndh1dual, not, 11aa to t.h.v aPiri \i 11 "t.od93, 1t 1.e.·, MAl• 
i'eet.1¥, ~diat.el1 aft.er death.)" 



Thia ae4ond obaPt.er ln OQr ezegetJ.oal at.wt, oarriea ua 1Ai0 a 

~r1et ana.l3a1a ot the t.raa lal2l (O.t•l aDd hdu (B.t.) aa prere,-.. 
qu1ai te tor a proper wadereaadiDg ot aw,·aeq\len, argUMnt. la ~ 

ttllowillg ohapt.era of th1e paper. l_:, ie alntai.Md bJ man, e.zega~;:­

that. Sheol and it.a New Teet.amont. QllOl9DI• W••• are eull>lo1ecl ~ 

Sor1Ptllre 1n either of \wo meanS.ngaa 1) ,o t'lguraU~l.Y deaipat.. · 

the ab<><le of t.h• cl•d (bot.h goad and. ewll cl•cl) • or a) t.o llt..~lJ 

clealgnat.e a place Of t.orment, or everlaat.i.Dg pmdabmeat, (uoluaiwel1 

tor the eV'il dead). 1 J .--;:;J~ 
1 

On the oont.n.r1. howeyer, we -~taln ~t, 1a no ina'6noe doe. 

Vie oou.t.ext, of Soript.ur~ evOII sugaoat., mah lea• cletW.t.el11ndioa'8. 

a dual rwnh:ag for these t.erma. Ra Uler are the1 uaed onl.7 in the one 

"nae,- aa a f'iguratJ.,e or mew.pnorieal cleaigDat.ion of \he at.&'8 or 

abOde Of t.he dead, eJMi therefore, IQWlll aa I fYAODYJa fOl" Qftth 

(!,yeti), ihlRIWI• et.o. ). Dr. Pearatm aa1a1 

11 ~0 the Hebrew mind Sh90J •• eimPlt tho atate or abode of 
the deacl. It wae /probabl7 reterenoe to A•T•, ~. f'oouio\e 2/ 
not. the .... a. tllo gn.Y•, though 1\ •• ao vanalalecl 1A aaa. 
or the older voralona. The gra•• w.a the reat.ln.g plaoe ot the 
b0d7 troa wh1oh t.he apir1\ ha4 cleparW, while 19191 •• Vie 
reating place ot clepart.ecl apbita, or perscmal1t.1ea.•, 

1. JL I. Te:me. 1D •s11eol-lfadea-Hell-lha\t1
• QMs,194 . 

!tf•tngff& ,ol.8, p.98, eayet •sheol sometimes ••an• ei11pl7 the 
gn.••• or the st.at.• ot d• th wt tJlout regard t.o the goodneH or ~•• 
of the persona (Oen.,11,5J Job 1411,. e·~.). It. haa aleo tarloua ot.aer 
meaning•• But tor the pW"pou of t.hla doot.rlu.l art.tole,•• an 0011.eel'DN 
onlJ with thOee paaaagea la which aheol 4oea not. aDd oamlff aeaa U¥11W1&

1 elae than the plao• and oon41Uoa ot autteriDg of tile wieked at•r ua•• 
2. In t.h• .t.v. Sheol la vanalat.ecl ,, Ulaee wUh •gra",• j1 t.1aee 

w1 th 1 hel.1, • and .,... t1aea wl t.h • pl t.. • 
,. r. B. Peanoa, "Sheol and Wea 1a Old aDd Bew !eauua\,• 

hV'i•• end kP9•\\0r, •01.,:1. p.)')4. 



• 

,, 
Put1c\llul.7 1D the llgb\ ot the eaahawlog ~ ou 1'oHgo1ag 

ohapter. e.nd 1n agreement.. with Geaemua4, n attl.n. 1ibe..\ itlere 1a .E 

•ta!A\1,1 cli-at.lnqt.iop ( though adai\\ing a PG8aJ:ble li'8ra17 iia,\ilae\1•) 

Mt.wen h!RM! ('death") and §.w&2l. (1t1>te.ce ot dee.\h.• r. One of t.lle aoa\ 

lmPGrtant. e.rgumen\s tor tbe oaeenUal e7fJl'llllq ot SlleoJ · aracl !,pth 1a 

the P&rallella1111a Jll8JGl'Orwa 1D 11.bloll ;he7 oaCl.lr. lfo aut.ie\ioal au:ne, 

ot all OoOUl'reneee h&a been at~pt.ct. b~t. we believe t.ha\ t.bo lna\aaoea 

are .aufticienU-1 nuaoroue to adquatelJ 1U}>por\ ou.r oont.ent.loa.5 1, la 

our oondot.ton \hat. moat. in\orpn\ers ot Ible '9n 8b.eo} ha'fe boea 

ia1.aled through their dieregarcl ff tb.ie, t,o the writer, aoet. eY14en\ 

parallelism·. We agree w1th them the.t. the conwzt. ie t.be ·OnlJ 1nclioat.1a 

of the meaning, but we do wiela that. th.87 would ree'1aq that oft~S 

Moreoyer, ae we alao ba·,e zioMcl in Vie pre••U..ng ebapur. Vie J;;~ 
I 

· •~ . • I 

ot the Old Teat.ament. bad the eame oonoep~loa ;(If 4eatll •• ·1.11a, u13&h\ I 

b7 Chriat. in the. New Teatament.. (ot. t.he ezpreaelon •-a1ept, wltb hi• 

tathera,• whioh oocure 49 tiaea in \he 0.1.). fhia oonoept.lon ot 
plaoe ot 

cieaih or §lleol •• at\. el••P or Plaoe ot rea\ 1t alao PN••W 1a 

Job.,11,,17, 1~112,1,. That.~•• ngaf4ecl •• a plao• o~ ••••· 

tlon1 (Pa.,9t1,, Ia.,aa11. end. abaeno• ot oOD .. iOl&lllle•• (Job 10121.t, 

P.,.6.1,, ·ee, 10.121 EQol.s>a,,61 Proy.21116) la 4et'1n1WJ •~tablubMJ 

The onl7 apPaffnt.lJ lmporunt. argument. whlah Paat.or ,._. ~ 

a4-vance tor hie dual 1nt.erpre'8.t.1ozi ot sh901 1e the tollowinga 

4. Wm. Ge1eniu1, Lpigon, lJl~n· !Dd Egg.U.ab, i>• 1g22, _,~. 
ttAe to et.paolOQ, §beol oomea treat §httl, aDd la 1a oawlt..,, a hollow 
wbterranffll. plaoe, II at. Germaa ~. Greek .Kouo,.• I.bat. be,'8r ' 
aynonp tor 11gn-ve• cO\lld cu dealret , . · , , -

,. at. II 88Jl.2al6J Pa.1814; 1101;; Pz,oy.~t,J 1•211 ~11,.141 
Ia.28115,18, et.o • 

·' 

.:·: 



•Job 24& 1P. •ao .4o.ai the &J'8.•• (abeol) ....... tllo• a1tb. 
have sinned.' Th• previOlle •eraoa apeok of thi~Y•a, .. bola, 
zmrclorwa. uul t.er.ar•, o\o. Dita •• o.ouU ••• no 11•11Swg 
if ahool ?Aeant alr.lPlf tho grave, booauae ~o" mo are not. 
wloked. unbollavors, go ioi.O it. too •••• (SbllurlJ on Proy.5-1:SJ 
Pl:J• 91 H; Ia.5t8•14) ••• tileae and. ot.he!' threat.a ot" curse aJ14 
eonclemnation &nd puniahr.leAt. tor the -:lickecl ma5A notnlu&, U hell 
l:o. onl.Y the grave. 11.:io.t. tone or det.n.n, ettect. h•e • three.\, 
!fall people. goOd and be.d allke, mus\ u:per!ence 1\7 The veq 
ldoe. of a threat. le t,o aarn people . agalnet. that. punJ.ehae&\. •,6 

It evldentl,y did not. oce11r t,o Paetor Temme 'Ulat. capital pnnienaea\ 

(eimPl.Y death without a threat. of punishment. hereatt.er) ie tb.• •••--~ 

threat and det.errant. Uie.t. the oivll· .~-. 0d w1elcl agauan ~• •rria&• 

~ recvGr, is U SUP?O•ed tho.\ the unbeliovilr would t•r hell woe he 
...... 

doe• not believe in t.he exiotenoe of t.ti,e aa.me9 But. let. ue hMr aha\ OM 

of theee ~nbeliwyera hao to ea¥ tor hlniaelt 11.Dd his bre~ren r~ard!JI& 

death nlono. Arte'tiotle eaye• *Death 1s the moet. unible or all i.hlJt&•• 

tor it is a J. im.1 t, and 1 \ 1s thought. t.tiAt. 'Ulere 1a no\blng good or bu 

beJ'<)nd to the deacl. 11 7 ~ ~ Jeaae eloquent.l.y atat.eas "'Jia.n lllUat. ~-

the st1Preme 110ml a!91shmeM - \otal dlaintegration. of iwlhlclualit.7, 

1.he dread o+hlch fONVc,l' stands llke a ho0<led. aPGO~r• ·at. the lr1Dg• , 

Of unrogenerat.ed conaciOUanese. 1 8 
. J 

~ 1, ae-. t.ha\ ?aa~r femme ~•rlooucl 'U1e real ditterence be-wee 

dee.th tor·· t.he wloked and death tor the ObrlaUe.n) Pearaon aqaa •ae 

Ieraellte•e f'alth found the aolut1on t>f the probl•, !l2l ill 111• hope ~ ~/ 

••P&rat.lon tr-om the •Loked 1n §Jl•o!, but in the hope ?t' cleli'l~AP!! 

tr~rn Sheol (\!"'!!!!:<>rta111of•)w9 ___ .. _________ _ 
6. H. B. Temoe,. op. o1 t:.., p.96. 
7. Arl•t.otle, quowd bf fa• w. Mot.arw 1n li<DiJ.etJ.o Redep, vol.a~, 

a. R. Jeaae, op. oii., p. t?. 
?. F. B. Peareon, op. oit.., i.,oe. 


