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I 

Church, anci the Auguat1D1an o1er.ients �~� 1ts theolog wre evezi 

and again asserting themselves and claiming aupremac.7. �~� 

attraction of Augustim felt so st:rong].7 b7 Luther na.no~ 

f'e,l t only by him. i'he end or the fifteenth and the bt,gS,nning 

of' the olxteenth oentur1os wen marked by a re~wed atud7 �~� 

�~� / St. Augua~ine 1n many quarters.,_ and 'b7 _the consequent revival 

1 / of Pauline 1deas· of' justification 1n difteront f'orma. As Reg1• 
' - --·--- ·- - ,. __,,_.,.______ -- . ..._."_ - ::. 

nold Po1e. said 1n one of' his letters. the jewel '1h1ch the 

ChUl'ch had.kopt ·so long half conceal~d \'188 again b:rougb~ to .. 

light •. This. trend of thought found expression in the wr1t1nga 

of' Thouma de Vio, Cardinal Oajc,tan., and for a.me t1me waa looJmd 

on with favour :1n tho highest quarters of the Ohu:roh~ 'l'bat 

eoc101;1 of' the 0 0ratoey of D1v:lne r.ovo• ~ob wishod to ap11'1-

tualize theology and deepen the bases of the Chr1at1an life 
38 found :i."'11ple support 1n tho accepted theolOff of' tbe day • . 

i1h.ese :men were come together to discuss manna of 

~ur1f'y1?16 the C!turch, but they,aCCOD.IP11shed V8'f!Y little 

alonu those lines_ nothing more than keeping the faith 

alive in the church. !tor:ever, the ertect of their doctr1Dal 

beliofs UOl'G ~id.er felt. Abput the 19ar 1540. a little book. 

"On the Benefits bestowed b7 G.'hr!st, q ms put into ci1'0ula­

t1on; 1t1rented• as a report of the 1nqu1s1t1on express•• it• 

"1n �~� insidious mnnner of justification, undervalued \7orka 

a'Jd merJ.ts. ascr.1b1ng all to faith,; and as this was the V8'1!7 . . - . 
point at which so 1D8llJ' prelates and monks mre stumbling, the 

book had been circulated to a great extent.• D we find a18 9, · 

thnt various la"JPGople took an interesting part 1n the aot1v1t1ea 

32. Cambridge ?lodem H1sto7!Y,. Vol,. 2,,p ... 841.. • 
33,. Ran]{e• vol. I• P• 96 .• 



~ t'ha· namto~ .. " or ~hcaoa ttt:tGr1G Colozmn aa piwobabl7 tll8 

raoot outs;t a.!lu!!"..£!• nml rank1Do tdtb hor ~-:ore tho Duko o~ Pall~ano 

a n·l 11& \11f'o .,j~111CL Gonzo.ga. 'l'lt G1P op1n1ona mrido aot1VG !)l'OgNU 

O?:ong t ~ "llol o clao:>en. 11~ ropol!lt of' the ! nq 1o1t1on 'IIOll14 

1J0(:10 to e:mg "Gl'tJ.t ~» ,:lien lt rocl:ons 3,000 sahonlmaat'lN u 

attacl ed t o t hee; but o.cbil1t t1ng tho n'umbor to bo amller,. 11ft 

dee_ an o.f'!'oct :...:.1.::Jt vivo been !)Ndllced an t he mtnc!a ot J'OD1ib. · 

o.nd 01" tho poop1o.u34 

Venice ht1d boon tbo hot:!8 :tro:I uh1oh c~ OSJ11' of tbG 

t "1:ln : t-:J o ... ~ne t1PQ found 1n the ff0Jaato111." After the saok 

ot or.zo 1n J.58'1 1to -:'l~.ilbon wro acnttered•I 'bt.it w.tt'htn a ahoi-t 

t :t:·.w : ' n7 of t hc:-:-J •~t n(Pin _ i n "lontco. \1ho!'e thoy folmd D91I 

:t'3c~u ... •·s. G!.1'ber t1 !?Ale! bsc•imo bishop or Vel'ODA 1n 1524 and b1a 

ho·mc ol '.bec::- -::e• a net: co11tor r or t 10 Nfoming c ove~ nt. At 

":"'... tlt'. ,o e ! 11:1l:l .:.•olo a _ ont r.10.nr Jj(UlN tUKl t h01l(Sb be U[UJ OD17 
tba 

n l n:,7a11n6t t ·::o t.-.:1nner o-S: !l!s l 1f'o and" co• chict or :\!a !1ou:sehold 

..:.'1)1\1 not unuoiathy to be 0-,::ip2.l'Gd 'i11th Ghlbertl. 'l'!li;:, li'ntvora1't7 

ot ?edua numbai •ed '~ .-3 1ts toaobon &<Xl.?O or the oost ffl!Dent 

achol-r s o.f t ho cln:,• a11d !t ua:1 o:r.a of' the oente:ro . or tlto 

1 cnn!::sa. oo. wodem oloo mo one o~ tho strongholds or tho 

Ca.tl!oJ.1c :::aoi"omor-..1J G1ovan."11 "1oror.o. .. vno etto..'"IIOl'da tilth 

d11"_ cmlt:, o.acs:,o.tl tho ch:irae or heresy, uos its ~1ahop. 

edoJ.oto,. Col'tese1, and othe len<'lers of" the movomont. fOI' 

1'0f"Ol"-ri ,.10i'a e:t ber roaeuose OP 1' .. 'ld been oonneotod vlth noam.. 
•-;o tho novo.1":lent '3c!.d f ound a, t10 i.~ ,J1desproad f1old than the 

soa11 co· 5U:.~t7 \::n-lt ch 1t or1s1nal1 ms. They w ~ not N f 0l"ID9N 

of doctr no . ... nd tho7 ,Alre not i nteJ'Osted !n preaching their 

34~ P.anko,~_p. c1t.~ p.9'1. 



1deao to the 10,-;er classoa. Yet aa von Ranke points out. 8 theae 

new (?) doctrine~ ha.d a. la1'ge number ot adherents in Ital7." 

Under Adrian VI. aa. ,atated before 1n th1a paper., nothing 

much was accomplished. His ro1gn~ nevertheless "111 ever 1'811Bln 

memorable from his confession that th~ ~ouroa of the poiaon 

which was corruptine; the \ihol<i Church ms 1n the papal oqurt, 

nay.,. even in the pont11"1's themselves •. 

To Clemant VII the one remedy tor the evils of the Clmzrah 

'fm.s a n i ghttlS.1"8 J name17 a rof'om b7 a f'ree ocumen1cal couno11. 

The cry grew in intensity and aprang, up friqm many quarters 

during the vacillating l"eign of Clement .• Mot oJl].7 ti-am Luthe1' 

but fro.~ Catholics by a tar greater majority. Luther's appeal 

ror a free council was echoed in the Dleta •. Grievances ware 

cont111ually coming before t'ho imperial Diets until th8J' amounted. 

to oevoro.l hundreds. -~.,. ot them come from Catholic princes •. 

'l'hc ra was the m.deapreo.d feeling o~ tho need of a thorough 

refoi"lllD.tion ot tho adlllinistra.tive and financial mathocls of 

t he hierarchy O..."ld of the lir oa of the clerg and monka,. not 

only an1ong those ,mo WGN operiJ.y attached to Luthor, .but among 

those who clung to the old faith aa ve11.35 . 

'l'he Genoral. Councils had ominous memories for the pape.07 

since the rh1ys of Pisa •. Basel• and Constance; and Clement no 

doubt felt that the government of the '-hurch dur1l'fh1s pOntU1• 

cate r.ould not stand the ordeal of p\lbllo examination. General 

Cowic1ls waro ~pt to get out of hand, and no one could forsee 

\"Jl101•e they vould ultimately end., Clement auooeeded 1n putting 

35. Newman. _op. cit., p.355. 



ott the evil do:y. And "811 be might have been ahaid. n91a 

readiness '11th which tm Oathol1c ·prelatea and piwJ.ncc,s !.pored 

the orders of the supreme pontiff :turniahea the most strik1ng 

evidence ot the depNssed condition of' the papalauthorit7 at 

this time. '1'he papacy bad deactrvedly lost the confidence of' . -
its const1tuo11cy by rea:.um of' its ool'l"Upt adm1n1st1'8.t1on.- the 

devotion ot ·the popes to parsonai interests. and the utterl7 

unscl'llpulous d1pl~1na."y of' the--Roman curia. n 36 

With Pau.1 ltI a DOTI era begnn, and at last the pa:atJ' or 
Catholic refol"Jl18rs found their opportunity,. One of' the first 

acts of the ne,1 pope vias to conf'er a Cardinal t·a bat OJ1 Gaspar 

Conta~--ini; and soon a:f'ter., oara.tr-. S&doleto. and Pole, received. 

the sacr~d purpie., The· leaders among the Catholic refomara WR 
I / . 

swmaoned to Rome. With them on the Ccmmd.ssion :f'ar ro:f'om sat 

Gh1bert1, AleanUor, Fregoso• Cortese• and Badia. In 1587 

they prese11ted t heir report.• the wll known Ocnollm dslaotoram 

oardin&l1um et aliorum pmelatorum dG emendnnda eoclea1a. !l'h8 

great principle to which they turn again and again 1a tbat 

la,·lf:I ouQh.t not to be d1sye11sed with save tor 61'&Vtt ~~use., and 

that even then no money ahoul"d be taken tor dispensation. To 

the system of money pa-ymenta they trace the great evils ot the 

Roman Co-.irt. Everything could be obtained tor mona7. howevei­

hurt:t'ul it might be tor the gene:ral nltare of' the Churdh. Die 

N port does not confine 1~selt to the evils of' the tountajnbMd.. 

The whole church waaU.,-tected with corruption.,. Unt1t persona 

were habitually ordained and admitted to benet1ooa. 11011111ona 

anci charges \-;ere imposed upon the revenuos of the benet1oe■ 
' 



41. 

ll'hich ma.do it impossible for the holder to lead an honest 

lif e. EA-pectat1ves and resel'VB.t1ona he.d a dem.oral1z1ng etteot. 

Re31clonce nas 13Gnarall-:, naG].ected ~ the _b1&hops and tl'D olerg-. 

Emmpt1ous ·rram the autl1ority of the 01"d1nary enabled leadea 

of scanda:i. ous lives to persist 1n their \'l1ckedneas .• The 

regular clergy uere not better than the aeculars. scandal.a 

we1'"8 i'requent in tha religious Rouses; and the piaivilegea of 

t ho or<lers e:mabled 1.a.d'i t persons to hear coni'esa:lona.. !i'he 

Cardinals \"IE>re as bad as the bishops ~1th regard to residenc, 

and ~ccunmJ.ated of£1ces 1n t heir persona. Indulgences W81'9 

excoss:ive in 11umoer. o.nd superstitious practices wre too . . 
or ton oncouragod. !!uch evil had tollov,ed from the granting of 

til3.l"l"'1a t5e cl:!.S!Jansat1ona; and absolution for the sin of s-1m.ODJ' 

coul d oe oi, t a:i.ned for a aODSr+• In Rana itself the sorv1oea 

were slo-venl-y conclucted and the wb.ole prisatbot-d ws sordid .. 

Loose t,101~en Tiera openly received even in the houses of CU"­

di:nals .. t"'n.bel1ef gre\; apace • . and unnooeesa?!'J' d1spensat1cma on 

trivial points disturbed the f'ai·th o-r the vulpr. It \"IU the 

duty of tho ";fother and .,!1stl'ess of all the chU!'Oiles to lead 

the ,;ray in tl°'..e omendina of these ev11s-_,3'1 'l'his al»ias a. 

ve.ey f'amil1e.r ring• for \78.S 1 t not th~ t!l_xact f'orm of (Jr'iavancea 

which had caused tha 11rotestants to raise their voice? Here 

a 001mn1ss1on -on ra.f'orm. come togethor at· the request of' tl.18 

pope• found the condition of tho ChUl'Ch \fflich caused the apl.it 

to be exactly ,1b.at the oppos1 tlon had claimed. Both s1dea aa• 

e-ye to eye in this matter. Reconc:1.l1at1on seemed but a matter 

of t ima,J, 

3V.- Oombridge i.'!ode:rn History• op. o1t.,• pe:643. 



Because attempts to ·uaemble a genel'&l oouno11 f'a:lled. 

011.arlos f'ell baolr on national oo..~eranoea. 1n which endaavoi-a. 

Yl8re mo.de t -, £ind solillJ ground tor common &B!'&omant "r1b1ch woal.4 

ael'Ve as a a~art1ng point should a co1D1cil be called. We ban 

!ade rafe~ance to these whon speaking.or the poss1~111t1• or 

re~onciliation o~ the o1de of' the Protestants. men we mant1cmad 

that it was in pursuit of this pol:7.cy that the f'omoua CollOClUJ" 

of Rat1sbon took place 1n 1541•~ after the pl'911m1n8.l,"1'maet1nga 

at Hngenau and Worms. Tha d1scusa1ona which took place aN . . 
again pf :b1terest at this point as sh0l71ng the extent of tba­

rac011stl."l.tctio11 of tho OhUl'ch syatem to which the most 11bezaal. 

Cnthol1o 1.90fol'mera \78re prepared to consent. Agreement was 

ar~!vod at on the fundamental article of' Or1gi11Ql Sin~ PNe \U.ll• 

llnd J\wt1ricat1on. With ,esnrd to tha last a ne'dral formul.a waa 

arr!vod a t id~ay between the Lutheran dootrina and t..lult fOJ'lllll­

lated later at Tran~ •. ,lUstif'1cat1on \78a t~c,.;~old• mid depended 

botl1 on "inherent" and 111mputed" rig'hteuusnesa. It vaa atta1ned 

by fa.1th. but that faith must be living and active. Tho J1B1'1'11age 

of prier.ts n~ght be per-.m.tted but .not e~oourased• aa also oam­

munion 1n both J::inds. On the general doctrine of the saom­

ments. and .aspaoially on the doctrine of the Eucharist. agree• 

lll8nt \-.-ao found more dif't1oult. 

The conc!iiatin6 party of tha Roman Chul'Ch had tried 

their best-.. Mor, ne.tr innuenoea begun to turn the tide 1n tavw 

of the. oth.31' party ot ref'ormers \'11 thin tho 01ml'Ch - those 1lhO 

liished to rof'ol'lll by discipline., and by destroying the he.:ret1o • 

. .. The Inq,11s:1t1on \1e.S the mos~ potent weapon 1n the haDda or ~ 



papacy. The Jesu1 ts wre beg.'lml1ng to ~ende1' yeoman se1"1'1ae • 

for t he pontiff. also. Paul III definitely d.\d not •nt the 

aounctl to !i!Bet. A:rter his first l)l'Opoaea. oC\UJlcll (!iantua) 

ms set aside. various negotiations far restoring peace and 

hal'mony ware held between the Empel'm' and the Protestants; 

but u1~hout any ~etemined'B.nd solid benefit, because the 

pontiff• by his legatee and othet'S. genemlly disconcerted 

all their measures,38 ~ refol'J!led and tolel'BDt Cnthol1o1._ 

which seemed about to prov~.11 1n the earl7 1011rs of h1a re1gq. 

found itself only partially supported. it not abandoned• and 

others \781'18 alloned to ~strate its efforts,. Ountar1n1• cm. 

lrl.s ~eturn to Italy. after the Colloquy at Rat1ab01)• ma re­

ml"ded w3. t h t h.e government of Bologna. bu"t his influence was 

gone. " is death oo·aurod soon at"tel', ~ August 24, 1542. and be ..u,~ 
spnred t he .further d1sallusionment vhioh the ComicU would have 

( 

inevitably brought him., Me vms one ot the nobles.t figures 1n. 

an a.c;e of GI"e'nt men •. and the blessing of the peacemaker aa 

h:ts •. Gh:tberti s11l'V'lved h1m little more than a year.., dJ':l.ng cm. 

DE>ce?.'lbor 60,. 1543. '!'he loss or Contar1n1 and Gh1bert1 aaa an. 

il'l"epa~ahle blQ~ to .the .po.rty of conc1llat1on. sactoleto. Pol•• 

and !orona surv1 ved,; bu,t none or -tllem had tho roroe of abaaoter 
I 

to f1€l1t a losins fight; and Pole and l'ol'On1 ended their daJ'B 

in t rying to vi ntlioate their orthodoxy •. the ono b7 playing t!Ja 

i:•e.rt of a paraocutor in Erigland• tho other by uind1ng up the 

Council 1n the pa.pal 1~tereat •. Everything now depended on the 
. 39 

Ootmcil •. and there \'lllS nothiDG to do but ·to aTIBJ.t events. 

38~ f.'iUr dock,. op. o1t., p_.eo., 
39. Cambridge :,fodem His tor,-,. op., o1t~, p.eeo ... 



V. The Door Is Closed. 
• • I 

' 

Tho gh tho Colloquy of' Ratisbon had !'ailed to· achieve 

any pe?Wlnanent results. JUt the Bmpel'Or Charles V did not des• 

i,a,1r o:r reconc111a t1on. ,'l'hQ breach 1n Weatel'D Christianity had. 

bean formed because of' the moi-al condition ot the Church. In 

the beginning of' the Protestant Ref'cmnat!.on doctrine la 4 

been a mino~ matter in the minds of' the lee.dera.,. and it he14 

sucll a place still 1n the thinldng of the msaea. TheN uezie 

l)art1eo on both sides wbose 61"9a~ desire \'lase Noonoiliatlcm 

at the ex_ienso of any dootl'ine. 'l'he Bn!peror and othera &!1;111 

f elt convi nced thet t his could be brought about. ~81' \181"8 

in t he m.1clst of' things. they had th.e"ir hand on the pulse ofs 

t he day, and t hey f'elt that there ms still a cbanoe •the dOOr 

was still open for the Protestants to retUl'D• even .onma.D1' or 
t heir orm cond1t1ona., to t he f'olds of the Mother Church. !.'he 

var ying . c11•cur.1st:J.nces of' "tt,e political situation tram tble to 

time o.ti'eotecl t he Emperor•• attitude towards t'he Luthe1'8DS, but 

he ha.d a gonuine dosire al:,/al.ona tor a thor01.J8h rerorma.tlon ~ 

t he abuses of' the Church by a general council• f'1'om W!t!oh tba 

Rol?lml Oourt 1 ts elf' was not to be exempt .. .- Paul III on the other 
. 

hand ho.d little desire for the council• at \'ib1oh it was clear 

after the events ot Ratisbon» that the papa1 prerogative na 

to be severely handled. It Paul had been a f51"88t man and had. 

followed t~e ~peror•s advice for a council which sb.auld con-
. . 

uiclc,r only reform 1n the Church• he might have made h1mse:µ9 

another st. Gregory •. a.it tar were any·such aspirations 1'raa 

the, present occupant ot the Holy Seertr It the oouno11 vas once 



launched SGl'iOUBlJ'. upon Nt.Ol'lll. ha mll Jmew 'llhnt \'IOUld ~allow • . 
'l'he OhUl'ch m1{9lt be regenerated, mid Catholic unit:; l)l'OS&l'NdJ 

but t he splondc>ul- of the papacy. the pl'ide.a tho voaltti_ the 

\10l'ld-,·ride dom1n:lo11., would' be at an ond i'0l'GV0l'. A gcmu1ne 

aemching inqu:try into .tho disorders ot the Giiuroh could bave 

no other results. All that Luther had said vould be provCJd trae. 

The German Diet would send tllo1r representatives. 'l'ho Catb.ol1o 

Gel'lnan& would go \'11th -the Nat., Tho Ror.m.ns vould be ovel'\ihelme4.1 

From the· veey beglnn111g Luth.er and his to:tlowera bad 

de1nnnlled a council. Since 1522 the Ge~ Dleta Jo1nod 1n the 

demand, and Charles V aoat>nd.ed •it na a means or rGstor1ng UD11;J' 

to t i1e em1J:l.re. But the popes wanted no council; sinco the 
' 

Council ot Co1wtance. 1414-1418• and the Council ot Bo.sel-, 1431-

14:49., \11\ich had threatened the soveroignt-:, ot tho pope, it 111U1 

t he pa pal policy to avoid councils and tho free discussiona 

wliich t hey tle-t7alop'od4 The Emperor's father conf"easor, Cai-diml. 

Ga1'C:1a do Loatsa• rmote b1m that, though a council vas no doUbt 

tho surest vay of ~ran1cating heres71n Gel'!IUln1'• J'Gt to h1a 

lmo~lecige pope and cardinals nere cons1sn1ns a council to the 

devil. And the Emporor•s secl'Otaey. Gl"8.D.vell~. atate4:"Tbe pope 

i"ears a council life i'ire .. • ·1bove all• the pope, mnted_no coun­

cil 1~ which: Charles V would havo a ·controlling band bocau• · · 

Oha~les uantod Nconciliati~• and there~are was not·avorae to 

compr01Uise., wllei•eas the pope de!?1111lded uncond1t1onal surrender 

to Rome. But Charles was p0\181'.f'ulJ !:t would not 4o to ~11Dt .. 

~ 111s desires. Grievances by tho hundreds ~'-"81'8 coming bsf'ore the 

Diots; 'tb.e demand i'or reform vas unlveraal. 'l'ime and again• 

1. Froude• op. cit., .p .. 16'. 



when 1n the oourac, of that three-oomered 'straggle between 

l'l'anoe. the Em,tleror,, and the pope. the last-namad had fell.en 

into the 'Bmpe?.'C?191 a handa., he had pramlsed• aa a oond1t1on or 
the peace troaty,. to call a counollJ but the pJ.'ODllse was 

pro1nptly fOl'gotten \'lhen the ~l'O~ had tU1"118d his back.a 

Paul at first tried rath~r despa.l'Btely to avoid the 

council. Learning that praatlcally eve!'Jl>C>d1' as opposed to 

a cotmoil 1n Italy;, he promptl7-called one tor t'bliJI. P.lrat ---at :antua .in 1537 and then at V1oensa,. 1n 1588• but _not a 

single bis'.!top appeared. "It waa all a method ot stalling ott 

the Emperor and keeping him :f'i-om attacking the•probl• at a 

diet." a It wns 1mposs1blo• however • .for h11D to resist the 

demands of the Emperor al togetherz ,and after an 1ntem.ew 
. 

b et,1een them at r~ucca. Paul at length again agreed to aumnon . " 

a coinc11. and Trent \79.S selected as the place. 'l'his would 

sat isfy the German demand that it should meet on Ooman ta~ 

r1tol'Y', yet it ,ms in easy access to the Italian bishops and 

,,as not so f'ar cl!stant aa to be beJ'ODd the pope 1a control. !!ma 

t he pope actually won rou."ld one before the Council opened. He 
to!! was corta1."l of a mj or! ty or Italian b1ahopa • \"lho wre 1n the 
fi 

·main• pav;ns to be moved to his liking. 

In Au~ st., 1542,, Pnr1a1o, 119rcme., and Pole, the legate■ 

·appointed to open the co1mc11. started for Trent;- and the 

council was duly opened op. JJovermber 1., There wen,, however. 
. . 

only a few Italian prelates present; .and, as no more arrived.. 

by a Bull or July 6,, 1543, the pope again adjoumed the Couno~. 

The war bet\7eon Cho.rles and Fl'ancta I again made t~• Council 

2. Ev.Luth. b'JDod. com:., 1938,, "Union lfQvemcnta 1n the Clmi-dl•• 
Prof'. Theo.- Hoyer. 

3., Ibid. 



• impossible. and at the Diet or Spcqer 1t 11aa agreed t!iat all. 

prooeedings agaiD3t the Luthol'BDS should be sta7ad until a 

fl'ee and general council could be held 1D G&l'DBDJ'• The Lutb­

el'fir.is \V91'8 privately assured that an endeavor ahould be made 

to i'rame a scheme of comp~ehem·ion. and that the pope ahoald 

not ·be a.!.lO'li7ed to 'stand in ~e my,. 4 

The proceedings at Speya:r ala.mad the pops. He Wl'Ote 

a vecy strong letter to the impGJIOr• telling him that the a1n 

of Eli would be llie if he did not stop the Diet 1'~ inter­

.towing nith spiritual :matters. 'l'olent1on. ho said., vaa per­

nioioua. and any attompt to . .reg11late the a.ttaira of the Chvah 

1n a national assembly largely oampoaed of laJr49n -that was 

absolutely unheard ot. nSoone:r than allow religion in Gema.Jr 

to bo ordered by a lay diet. he vould abdicate and give st. 

1-'eter back his ke7sl" 6 He was trying to awaken 1n the 

Emperor the old tear that had so often been a VS'J!1 aucceaaful. 

napon ot the papacy in the past .. Bllt not with Charles. The 

pope realized that it as naoeasal'J' tor him ·to take active 

steps if .the control of the situation was not to pass out -or 
his hands. unless ·something na done. Charles might be d1'1vc 

to ,follov the example ot Uenry· VIII., ·and the entire Gel"IDIUl 

Church might fall away i'r:llll the Roman See • . The Council mat 

be held to sat1sf'7 Charles. but it must be conducted with 

•quite othe:r objects than those contemplated b7 him. So Paul 

issued a Ball £or the opening ot the OQunoll on Deoamber ll• 

i545. 

4. Cambridge' i!odern Blstory. op.. cit'.• p.681. 
5. Froude. op. cit •• p.160. 
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Thia move gave the pope the jump on Charles. '!he Ger­

man.a WON stil:J. no'\; decided aa to :what to do about the counoll. 

!'he Protestants. and even man7 of' the Roman Bishops 1n OeJ.'IIIIIDI' 

refused to attend the council Tihioh 1'1118 so close to the 

GUicttng hnnd of the pontiff., and so evf.dentl7 under his con­

trol. They ~,ere deepl7 dist1'USttul of the_:lr Pather in Rame.6 

So CbarlGs advised that considerations ot doot:rlne ahoul.4 at 

least be postponed until :lt aa seen 'lihat the Germana would 

finally r&B(?lva upon. He recommended the POJ)ct "to take up 

r:10rals i n ea1'llest. The fathers would be in a better cond1t:lOD 

to deal with spiritual lllJ'Steries when the!r hands nre a1eaner.' 

Bu.t t his the po}1a Md not intend to do. The f'ormulat:lcm. 

or doctri ne ~ust be the chief' busim,ss. ~e old trad1tJcma1 

dqctr1ne or t he C"'nurch must be laid dO\'ID afresh so as to make 

all conciliation or t he Protestants !mpoosible.8 He thought 

tho.t his beat :ne a~.s ot escape na ·to appeal to the dread of 

herosy. and to stand torth as the uncompromising champion of' 

the o:rtllodox faith •. For that reason de Monte wa directed to 

open the council on heresy,. to take up the Art.1olea o~ the 

Augsburg Confession, and to do the work ao qu1okl7 that 110 

voice might bo raised about hearing the oppos1t!on. Hanng 
obtainod t h is he \Vished to abaofe the Council. The ref'om 

of· abuses ~.1gh.t be entrusted to him aa tbe judge 1n eoolea1aa­

tical matters. so we can understand the 1nstNot1~• which 

, .\7ere given to tho legates:"As to reform, :lt 1s not neoe■•UT 

to discuss it betoro doctr!ne, nor indeed~ at the same t1me 

with thom. because it 1s quite a secvndaey end of' the counou..• 
a. Newman, op. cit •• p.356. 
'1. Froude .• op. oit • ., p.-.160. 
a. Cambridge Llodem History. op. o1t.,• p.eea. 


