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of the "Oratory.” Of theso, Vittoris Colonna was probobly the
most cutstanding, and ranking with hor wore the Dulte of Palllano
and his wife Tulia Gonzaga. Thelr opinions made active progress
among the middle classes. "The report of the ing:isition would
sovm G0 emgreraie, when 41t roclons 3,000 schonlumastors as
attached to thomy but adnitiing tho mumber to bo smallor, how
desp an effoct wmst hove been produced on the minds of youth,
and of the pooplo.to%

Yanleo hnd veon the home from which cone many of the
thinors of the typo found In the "Oratory.” After the sack
of Romo In 1527 its mambors woro scotiered; but within a short
tIme nuny of them mot agnin in Venico, where they found now
moerulise Chibortl had bacomo bishop of Veroma in 1524 and his
hougshold beoane a new conbor for the roformming movemenbte At :
Tadua Noginald role apont many years and though he waa only
a lajyman, the manner of his life anz.l:gand:wt: of his houashold
vwere not unworthy to bs compared with Ghibertl, The Unilvorality
of Fadua nwibared among 1ts toachers somo of the nost eninent
echolars of the day, and it was ono of tho centers of tho
Henalssanco. Modena also was one of the strongholds of the
Gatholic rolormers; Clovanni liorons, who aftorwards with
diffleuity oseapod the charge of herosy, was its bishop.
Sadoleto, Cortese, and cther leaders of the movoment for
rofom wors elther Nodeness or had haen connected with iHodonne
30 the movament had found o more widespread ficld than the
amall commmity uhich it originell was, They were not reformers

of doctrine, and they wore not interosted In preaching thoir

Sds Ranko,Ope Clte; PeiTe
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ldeas to the lower classos. Yot as von Ranke points out, "these
new (?) doctrines had a large nwmber of adherents in Italy."

Under Adrlan VI, as stated before in this paper, nothing
much was accomplished. His reign, nevertholess will ever remain
memorable from his confession that the source of the polson
which was corrupting the whole Church was in the papal court,
nay, even in thoe pontiffs themselves.

To Clemont VII the one remedy for the evils of the Church
vas a nlghtmarey namely a reform by a froe ccumenical council.
The cry grew in intensity and sprang up from many quarters
during the vacillating reign of Clements Not only from Lamthen
but from Catholics by a far groater majority. Luther's appeal
for a froe council was echoed in the Diets. Grievances vwere
continually coming before the imperial Diets until they smounted
to several hundreds. Xany of them came from Catholic princes.
There vias the wildespread feeling of the need of a thorough
reforuation of the administrative and financlal methods of
the hiorarchy and of the livos of the clergy and monks, not
only among those who were openly attached to Iuther,.but among
those who clung to the old falth as well.3d

. The General Councils had ominous memories for the papacy
since the days of Pisa, Basel, and Constance; and Clement no
doubt felt that the government of the “hurch duringhis pontifie
cate would not si:mid the ordeal of public examination. General
Councils woerc &pt to get out of hand, and no one could forsee

whore they would ultimately end. Clement succeedod in putting

S5, lNiewngn, Ope Cit., DP«555.
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off the evil day. And well he might have been afraid. "The
recdiness with vhich the Catholilc prelates and princes ignored
the orders of tho supreme pontiff furnishes the most striking
evidence of the depressed condition of the vapel authority at
this time. The papacy had deservedly lost the t_:onfid.enee of
1ts conatltuency by reason of its corrupt administration, the
dovotion of the popes to porsonal interasts, and the utterly
ungcrupulous diplsemany of the- Romen curda,” 5

VWith Paul II o new era begen, and at last the pa-ty of
Catholic reformers found thelr opportunity. Cne of the first
acts of the now pope was to confer a Cardinal's hat on Gaspar
Contarini; and scon after, Caraffa, Sadoleto, and Poloc, received
the sacred purp}‘e. The leaders among the Catholic reformers were
surmoned to Ré.;a. Tith them on the Comission for rofomm sat
Ghibertl, Aleander, Fregoso, Cortese, and Badia. In 1537

they presented their report, the well lmown Ccnciliun delectorum

cardinalium et aliorum praslatorum de cmendanda ecclesia. The

! great principle to which they tumi again and again is that

laws ought not %o be disucnsed with save for grave saus9, and
that even then no money should be tezken for dispensation, To
the aystem of money payments they trace the great evils of the
Roman Court. Everything could be obtained fo'::- money, however
hurtful it might be for the general welfare of the Churdh. The
voport does not confine itself to the evils of the fountalnhead.
The whole church waa@ﬂ‘ected wlth corruptions Unilit persons
were habibtually ordained and admitted to benefices. ronsions

and charges were imposed upon the revenues of the benefices

36, lNewman, oOp. Cclte., P+35G¢



vhich made 1t impossible for the holder to lead an honest
life. Bxpectatives and reservations hod a demoralizing effect.
Residence was goenerally neglected by the bishops and tl» clergy.
Exemptions from the authority of the Ordinary cnsbled leaders
of scandalous lives to persist in thelr wickedness, The
regular clergy were not better thar_n the seculars. Scandals
were freguent in the religlous Houses; and the privileges of
tho orders enabled unfit persons to hear confessions. The
Cardinals vore as had as the blshops with regerd to residencs,
and accwmlated offices in thelr persons. Indulgonces were
excossive in mmber, and superstitious practices were too
ofto.n oncouraged. Much ovil had followed from the granting of
marrisge dilspensetions; and absolubtion for the sin of simony
could be obtainod for a songses In Rome itself the services
wers slovenly conducted ané. the whole prissthocd vas sordid.
Loose women were openly received even in the houses of Car-
dinals. Unbelief grew apace,.and unnccessary dispensations on
triviel -points disturbed the falth of the vulgar, It was the
Guty of the liother and Nistress of ell the churcnes to lead
the way 1n the amending of those evils.57 This aldhas a
very familier ring, for wes it not the exact form of grievances
which had ceused the Protestents to raise thelr voice? Here

a Cowiission on roform, come together at- the request of the

pope, found the condition of the Church which caused the split :

to be exnctly what the opposition had clalmed. Both sides saw

eye to oye in this mattor. Roconclliation seemed but a matter

of timel

57. Cambridge liodern History, op. clle, Pe64Se
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Because attempts to sssemble a general council failed,
Charlos fell back on national conferences, in which endeavors.l_
were mr‘ie-‘is‘.- £ind soms ground for common agreomsnt which would
Serve as a a-tm't‘.l.ng point should a eouneil be called. e have
wide roferonce to these whon speakirig_-or the npossibilitles of
raconciliation on the side of the Protestants, vhen we n;antioned.
that it was in pursuit of this policy that tho famous Colloquy
of Rabtlsbon took place in 1541, after tho preliminary meetings
et Hogenau and Worms. The discussions which took place are
again of interest at this point as showing the extent of the
raconstruction of the Church system to which the most 1liberal
Catholic reformors were prepared to consent. Agreement was
arrived at on the fundamental article of Original Sin, Free Will,
and Justificatlion, With regard to the last a neural formla was
arrived at midvay between the Imtheran doctrine and that formu=-
lated later at Trent. Justification wes two-fold, and depended
both on "inhorent™ and "imputed" rightewvusness. It was attained
by faith, but that faith wust be living and active. The marriage
of priests nmight be permitted but not encouraged, as also com=
mmnion in both irinds, On the ganerﬁl doctrine of the Sacra=
ments, and espoclally on the deetrine of the Bucharist, agree-
mont was found more difficult,.

The conciliating party of the Roman Church had tried
their best, Now new influences began to turn the tide in favor
of the othor party of reformers within the Church - those who
\ﬂsl.md to reform by diseipline, and by destroying the heretic,
The Tnquisition wes the most potent weapon in the hands qf‘ thy
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papacy. The Jesults were begimning to reonder yesoman service -
Tfor the pontiff, also, Paul III definitely did ngt wvant the
council to meet. After his first proposed councll (lantua)
was set asids, various negotiations for resforing peace and
harmony wers held between the Emuperor and the Protesiants:
but without any determined and solid benefit, bocause the
pontiff, by his legates and others, generally disconcerted

o8 The refoméd and tolerant Cotholicism,

all their meansures.
vhich secemed about to provail in the early years of his relgn,
found itsclf only partially supported, if not abandoned, and
others were allowed to frustrate its efforts. Contarini, on

hils return to Italy, after the Colloguy at Ratisbon, was re-
wvardod with the governmont of Bologna, but his influence was

gonce is doath occurod soon after, on August 24, 1542, and howas
spared the further dlsallusiomment which the Counell would have
inevitebly brought him, }le was one of the nobiest figures in

an age of great men, and the blessing of the psacemzker was

his. Ghiberti survived him 1ittle more than a year, dylng on
Dacembor 30, 15435, The loss of Contarini and Chibertl @as an.
irroparable blow to the party of conciliation. Sadolesto, Pole,
and I'orons survived; but none of them had the i'o'r;ce of character
to fight a losing fight; and Pole and Yoronl ended their days

in trying to vindicate thelr orthodoxy, the one by playlng the
part of a persccutor in England, the other by winding up the
Council in the papal interest. Everything now depended on the

Council, and theore was nothing to do but to awalt oventsso0

58. .’:‘Eurfioek, OP. citoa pcﬁO‘
39 Gambrid{;e ilodern Hist'ory, ODe cite; p.ssfh




Ve The Door Is Closad.,

Though the Colloquy of Ratisbon had falled to achieve
any pormanent results, yot the Emperor Charles V did not des=
palir of reconciliation. Tho breach in ¥estern Christianlty had
beon formed because of the moral condition of the Church. In
the beginning of the Protestant Reformation doctrine 2 d
boen a minor matter in the minds of the leaders, and it held
such a place st21l in the thinking of the masses. There were
parties on both sides whose great desire was & reconciliation
at the exrenae of any doctrine. The Emperor and others still
felt convinced that this could be brought about. They were
In the midst of things, they had thelr hand on the pulse of
the doy, and they felt that there was still & chance =the door
vas still open for the Frotestants to reoturn, even.on many of
thelr ovm conditions, to the folds of the Mother Church. The
varying circumstances of the political situation from time to
time affsctod the Emperor's attitude towards the Iutheorans, but
he hod a gonuine dosire al]/along for a thorough reformation of
the abuses of the Church by a general council, from which the
Roman Court itself was not to be exempts Paul IIX on the other
hand had 1littls dosire for the councll, at vhich 1t was clear
after the avents of Ratisben, that the papal prerogative was
to bo severoly handled. If Paul had been a great man and had
followed the Buperor!s advice for a council which should con=
sider only reform in the Church, ﬁe might have made himse:!.f
another St. Gregory., But far were any such aspirations from

the prosent occupant of the Holy Sees If the council was once
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launched seriously upon reform, he well lknew what would followe
The Church might be regenerated, and Cztholic unity prcserved;
but the splondour of the papacy, the pride, tho woalth, the
vorld-wide dominion, would be at an ond forevor. A gomuine
seraching inquiry into tho dlsorders of the “hurch could have
no other rosults, All that Imther had sald wquld be pﬁed true.
The German Diet would send their representatives. Tho Catholic .
Gemions would go with the rest. The Romans would bs overwhelmed.l
From the very beglnning ILuther and hls followers had
demanded a council, Since 1522 the German Diets jolned in the
demend, and Charles V soconded "1t as a means of restoring unity
o the empire. But the popes wantsd no council; sinco & .
Counclil of Constance, 1414-1418, and the Council of Basol, 1l435l-
1449, uhich had threatened the soveroignty of the pope,; it was
the vapel policy to avold couno!.:'ls and the free dlscussions
which they developeds The Eupcror'!s father confessor, Cardinsdl
Garcia do Loatsa, wrote him that, though a council was no doubt
tho surost wvay of sradicating heresy in Germany, yot to his
knowledge pope and cardinals were consigning a council to the
devil. And the Emperor's secrotary, Granvella, stated:"The pope
fears a council life fire.” Above all, the pope wanted no coun=
eil in vhich Charles V would have & controlling hand bocause
Charles wanted reconclliation, and therefore was not averse to
comprouise, whersas the pope demsnded unconditional surronder
to Home. But Charles was powerful; It would not do to flsunt
his desires. Grievances by the hundreds were coming before the

Diots; the demand for reform was universal. Time and agein,

1. Froud@, Op. Oit.’ .p.- 164.
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when in the course of that three-cornered strugszle between

. . France, the Emporor, and the pope, the last-named had fallen
into the Enmperor's hands, he had promised, as a condltion of
the peace treaty, to call a council; but the promise was

promptly forgotten when the Emperor had turned his baclk.2

Paul at first tried rather desparately to avold the
coumell, Learning that practically everybody was opposed to
a couneil in Ttaly, he promptly called one _f::_ thexe. First
at Mantua .In 1537 and then at Vieensza, in 1538, but not a
single bishop appeared. "It ;vas all a method of stalling off
the Emperor and keeping him from attacking the:problem at a
dlet.” 2 It was impossible, however, for him to resist the
derands of the Emperor altogether: and after an interview
J?Gttveen them 2t Tuceca, Paul at length again agre.ed to summon
2 councll, and Trent was selected as the place. This would
satizfy the German demand that it should meet on German ter=
ritory, yet it was in eersy access to the Itallan bishops and
was not so far distant as to be beyond the pope's control, Thus
the pope actually won round one before the Council opened. He
vias cortain of a m:jority of Italien bishops, vho were in the
: moin, pawvns to he moved to his liking,

In August, 1542, Parisioc, Morone, and Pole, the legates
appointod to open the counecil, started for Trent; and the
council was duly opened on Hovermber l. There were, however,
only a few Italian praiatas present; and, as no more arrived,
by & Bull of July 6, 1543, the pope again adjourned the Council,
The war betweon Charles end Francis I agein made the Council

2. Ev.iuth. Synod. Conf., 1938, "Unlon quamenta in the Churd,"
Prof. Theo, Hoyere
Se Ibid.
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. impossible, and at the Diet of Speyer it was agreed that all
procecdings against the Luthorans should be staysd until a
free and general council could be held in Germany. The Luthe
erans were privately assured that an endeavor should be made
to frame a scheme of comprohension, and that tho pope should
not 'be allowed to stand in the way.4

The proceedings at Speyer alarmed the pops. He wrote
& voery strong letter to the Emperor, telling him that the sin
of Eli would be his if ho did not stop the Diet from inter-
forring with spiritual matters. Toleration, he sald, was pere
nicious, and any attompt to.regulaute the affairs of the Church
in a national assembly largely composed of laymen -that was
absolutoly unheard of. "Sooner than allow religion in Germary
to be ordered by a lay diet, he would abdicate and glve St.
retor back his keysi" ® He was trying to awaken in the
Zmperor the old fear that had so often been a vsry succesaful -
weapon of the papacy in the past. But not with Charles. The
pope realized that 1t was necessary for him to take actlve
steps if the control of the situation was not to pass out of
his honds. Unless ‘something was done, Charles might be driven
to follow the example of Henry VIII, and the entlre German
Church might fall away from the Roman See. The Council must
| be held to satisfy Charles, but it must be conducted with
‘quite other objects than those contemplated by him. So Paul
l1ssued a Bull for the opening of the Council on December 11,
1545.

4, Cambridge iiodern History, op. cit., p.66l.
5. Froude, op. cit., p.160,
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This move gave the pope the jump on Charles. The Gere
mans wore still not decided as to what to do about the councile
The Proteztants, and even many of the Roman Bishops in Germany
refused to attend the council vhich was so close to the
gulding hand of the pontiff, and so evidently under his con=
trol. They wero deoply distrustful of thelr Father in Rome.®
So Charles advised that considerations of doctrine should at
least be postponed until it was seen what the Germens would
finally resolve upon. He recommended the pope to take up
morals in earnest. The fathers would be in a better condition
to deal with spiritual mysterles when their hands were c:l.eaner,"

But this the pope did not intend to do. The formmlation
of doctrine must be the chief business. The old traditional
doctrine of the Church must be laid down afresh so as tq make
ell conciliation of the Protestants impossible.® He thought
that his best reans of escape was to appeal to the dread of
heresy, and to stand forth as the uncompromising champion of
the orthoflox faith. For that reason de Monte was directed to
open the council on horesy, to take up the Articles of the
Augshurg Confession, and to do the work so gulckly that no
voice might be raised about hearing the opposition., Having
obtainod this he wished to absolle the Council, The reform
of abuses might be entrusted to him 2s the judge in eccleslas-
tical matters. So we can understand the instructions which
were given to the legates:"As to reform, it 13 not necessary
to discuss it before doctrine, nor indeed, at the same time

with thom, because it is quite a seccondary end of the Council.”

8. Newman, op. cit., p«.356.
7« Froude, ope. cit., D.160.

8. Cambridge Hodern History, op. cite, Pe¢662



