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RELIGIOUS CONDITIONS IN ISRAEL IN THE AGE OF ELI AND SAMUEL 

  

. Introduction 

In more ways than one , the period of Jewish history dur- 

ing the age of Eli and Samel is an age of transition. ‘The 

greatest outward change appears in the change of government 

from that of judges to that of kings. This transition was 

to bring to an end the lament of the author of dadges that 

“in those days there was no king in Israel, but every man 

did that which was right in his own eyes." For “the judges 

had only a limited influence. Called to their prominent 

position by the necessities of the times, they acted with 

energy in the affairs of the individual tribes at the head 

of which they were placed but exercised no abiding influence 

upon the nation, which on the contrary relapsed into its for- 

mer course, when its burdens were lightened or when the judge. 

was dead."1 This rule of judges was to give way to the reign 

of a king. God's promise to Israel in the days of Moses that 

Israel would have its king at the proper time was soon to be 

fulfilled. 

But a far greater inward change took place in this era 

without which the institution of the monarchy could not have 

  

1. Oehler, Dr. Gustav Friedrich, Theology of the Old 

Testament, pe 554.
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been established effectively. Israel first had to suffer 
the penalty for apostaslzing from Jehovah their God. God 

had to teach them the error of thelr waya in falling dow 

before the works of men's handa. His temple had to be 

cleansed from the sacrilege and debauchery into which it 

had fallen. An inward change of heart had to precede the 

subsequent political union under a king. 

Therefore to exhibit in its origin and growth the new 

order of things, which Samel had introduced, the prophe=- 

tio historian of the books of Samel goes back to the time 

of Samel's birth and mkes us acquainted not only with 

the political oppression under which Israel was suffering 

but also with the religious conidtions at the close of the 

period of the Judges and during the high priesthood of 

Eli, 2 He plotures to us the religious decline under Eli. 

1. Keil, C. Fe and Delitssch, Fes Biblical Commentary 
on the Old Testament, The Books of Samel, pe Ids 
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Ie The Religious Decline under Eli 

Ae Decline of the Theocratic Institutions 

We find at the head of Israel a man, of whose rise 

nothing has been told: Ei, both judge and high priest. 
With respect to the history of the priesthood there is in 

this case a gap in the historical books of the ©ld Testament. 

Aaron, the choise of whom is also mentioned in 1 Samel, 2, 

27, was after his death succeeded by his two sons Eleazar 

and Ithamar, the former filling the high-priestly office, 

Numbers 20, 263 Deuteronomy 10, 63 Joshua 14, 1; and being 

succeeded by his son Phinehas, ‘Judges 20, 28, The history 

of the high priesthood is not taken up again until Eli, 

1 Samel 1, 1. 2 ‘The sudden appearance of Eli reveals that 

in the dark period preceding, there had been a change in the 

order of the priesthood, Eli was not of the regular house of 

Eleazar, 1 Chronicles 6, 4-153 24, 4, the eldest son of Aaron, 

in which succession ought to have continued. There had been 

a transfer to the house of the younger and comparatively ob= 

scure Ithamar, “which had struck such deep root that it con- 

tinued, in spite of the agitations of the period, till ite 

final overthrow in the reign of Solomon."2 In perfect agree- _ 

ment with this Josephus relates that after Ozi, the high 

  

1. Ocehler Cites Pe S57 
2, 8 Stan ie thar Pe; Lectures_on the History of the . 

Jewish Church, Po 414,  
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priest of the family of Blea zar, Ell, of the lineage of 

Ithamar received the high priesthood! 

The circumstances which led to the transfer of this 

honor from the line’ of Eleazar to that of Ithamar are un- 

known. There was not a distinction of the line of Eleazar, 

for in the time of David, Zadok, a descendant of Eleazar, is 

Spoken of as high priest along with Abiathar and Ahimelech, 

the descendants of Eli, 2 Sammel 8, 173 20, 26. Usurpation 

on the part of Eli is out of the questions, Did the transfer 

‘take place by command of God on account of grievous sins of © 

the high priests of Eleazar's line?®@ ‘The rabbinical commen 

tators allege that the transmiasion of this high=priestly 

dignity took place because of the share of the High Priest 

Phinehas, the last one mentioned in the Old Testament before 
Ell, in the alleged sacrifice of Jephthehts daughter.” Per= 

haps at the death of the laat priest of the family of Eleazar, 

the remaining son was not equal to the occasion, either be= 

cause he was still an infant or simply too young and inex= 

perienced and hence wnable to cope with the disorders of the 

times* Therefore he was set aside in favor of one who en- 

vincedafaculty to take the field and mrshai the forces of 

Isvael.5 Eli, who was probably related by marriage to the 

“high priest's family and was no doubt a vigorous man, was 

1, Josephus, Flavius, Antiquities of the Jews, Vp XIp Se 

Soe, ie 
zZ 4» Kell-Delitzsch, ope Clits, De 59e 

5. Meyer, Fe Be, Samuel the Prophet, pps je-13. 
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compelled to take the oversight of the congregation as judge 

and high priest.! ‘The fact that the Philistines may have 

been repulsed from the position which they occupied according 

to the narration of Samson tends to confirm this conjecture. 
Was this effected through some herole deed of Eli's youth? 

And @id they then raise him to the office of high priest and 

judge? Such a supposition was rendered probable as is seen 

later by the union of warrior and priest in Phinehas.? In 

the final analysis no definite reason can be given for Eli's 

promotion to the high=-priestly office. 

Although Eli in his young Life had done some stirring 

deeds, which raised him to this supreme position, yet, when 

we are introduced to him, "he comes before us in hie feeble 

old age, with a soft’ and #lelding goodness, ill-suited 

for the times.5 Although presiding over the sanctuary as 

high priest, he was too old to perform the duties connected 

with the offering of sacrifices. Josephus claims that his 

son Fhinehas offictsted already as high priest, his father 

having resigned his office to him by reason of his great age. 

In spite of his shortcomings, Elf exercised no doubt "a 

beneficial influence, chiefly by the moral life that he led 

and less by his words ) telling the people to coms back to Goa. "5 

His assent to God's judgment upon his house proves that, with 

  

Le Kell=Delitzsch, ope Gites ps 59 
2. Stanley, ook Cltey Pe 415. ; 
3S. Geikie, Cunningham, Hours with the Bible, pe 24. 
4, Josephus, Ope Cites Kis Ze 
56 Graetz, Heinrich, History of the Jews, vole Is De 69e
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all weakness and sinful indulgence toward his sons, he was 

thoroughly devoted to god in his heart. Although he had 

failed to keep his own children ‘in subjeation with all gravi- 

ty, his handling of Same shows his goodness, Ris saintly 

Life through his long service as high priest had its effects 

by commending the religion 1t exemplified, although with gen- 

tle words he was unable even to rebuke his unworthy sons with 

the sterness their offenses demanded.! Despairing hearts 

from Ephraim and Dan, or beyond the Jordan, mist have con- 

stantly sought the High Priest Eli at Shiloh; nor can it be 

doubted that they would be pointed by him to Jehovah, the God 

of their fathers, as the true help of the nations in tts 

troudle, and thus making them feel that their having forsaken 

him had brought them all their sorrow, Tims he was an agent 

in the religious revival which culminated under Samel.® 

But Eli had not been able to do more than sow the seed 

of a future reformation. The very priesthood around him; 

and even his two sons, were undermining the good which he 

accomplished. In the words of Scripture they were the sons . 

of Belial, unbelievers. As priesta they should have set an 

example for godliness, but, in stead, they looked on their 

office simply as a means of gratifying their self-indulgence 

and sensual passions 3 

The Mosaic rites were still: .’ observed at Shiloh, and 

  

1. Gelkie, op. cit ‘24. 
2: Iblde sites m 
Se Tbid., Pe 25.
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these required that the burnt-offerings should be whol, ly 

consumed by fire on the altar. Sin-offerings were eaten by 

the priests, In the case of peace-offerings, however, the 
fat of the inside alone was burned on the altar, ‘The priests 

had, theg,for their share the breast and the shoulder,after 

they had been waved before the Lord; the'rest of the vic 

tim being returned to the offerer to be eaten by himself and 

his family with such friends as he iivited, But this appointed 

arrangement did not satisfy Eli's sons. They sent their ser= 

vants to the place where the share belongirg'to the offerer 

was being boiled and there thrust @ flesh-hook of three teeth 

into the pot and‘claimed for their masters whatever 1t brought 

up. Nor was this alls they forthwith demanded, even before the 

fat had been offered on the altar, a share of the raw flesh, 

ostensibly to roast but perhaps also to secure a larger booty. 

Ho greater outrage could have been thus committed than to 

desecrate the sacred offerings, nor was it a slight thing to 

take away the sacred food from those to whom it belonged. 

Amidst the prevailing lawlessness such an example set by the 

sons cf the high priest soon showed its natural consequence 

by men holding in contempt the whole service of the Lord. 1 

Not content with their extortionate greed, Hophni and 

Phinehas introduced worse abuses=those which disgraced the 

voluptuous rites of the heathen deities.’ ‘They perpetrated 

  

1. Ibide eR . : 

a Henry Hart, The Vistory of the Jews, vol. I; 
De “L180 r
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the vilest excesses of heathenism amid the woods. and vine=- 

yarda of Shiloh, Licentious rites have from time immemorial 

been associated with heathen festivals, but never ‘before had 

they soiled the sacred vestures of the priests of Aaron's 

Iine, Although they had wives of their ow, they had no scru- 
‘ ples in. leading astray the women who were appointed to per= 

form various duties about the sanctuary that demanded female 

labor, Complaints. made to ELL availed nothing more than 

strong disapproval without their removal. 1 12's sons did 

not listen to this admonition which was designed to reform 

‘ sinners, for "Jehovah would slay them." They were already 

given up to the judgment ‘of hardening,® The fact that. they 

could persuade other priests to carry out their diabolical 

practices shows that practically the: entire priesthood at 

Shiloh was corrupt. So degraded were most of the priests 

that the people eomplained bitterly to Eli but witout any 

avail. God Himself had to. step in and pronounce a harsh 

judgment upon:the priests generally. : 

But there” stests at Shiloh who were'affeoted by the 

profligacy of. mii's sons, the @issolutersssof morals in the 

community at ‘large, and the general prevalence of a licen= 

tious and gross @dolatry. Doubtlesa som priests remained 

true. to Jehovah and ‘sighed over the national and spiritual 

décay around them. 5 
  

1. Meyer Cites Da Side : 
2; Kell«De ee atte oe Cites De 58s 
Se Geikie, ope Bikes Dp. 56-576  
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Samuel my well havo caught their spirit. For it was 

in harmony with the religious influences that surrdéunded 

him in his boyhood. Although he perhaps was permitted at 

the’ age of three to enroll in the temple on the yearly 

Visits of hia godly mother Fannah mst have turned his 

thoughts into lofty channels. Wis consecration by a vow of 

perpetual Nazerite? devotion to God could not fail but ef- 

fect him powerfully. Wis long hair never touched by scis=- 

sors, his required abstinence from wine, the purity demanded 

of whim, which forbad his approach to the dead, even of the 

nearest relation, would keep this consecration always before 

hin,® The priestly clothing of the youthful Samel was in 

harmony with the spiritual relation in whicli he stood tp Je- 

novah.* Vaithfully fulfilling his duties in closing and open- 

ing the doors of the tabernacle, in lighting the seven~ 

branched candlesticks in the later afternoon and supplying -it 

with pure olive oil every morning, and in rendering other 

services to Eli showed his consecration to God. He was en= 

tirely filled with the spirit of the contents of the stone 

  

2e- Meyers Ope Cite » PoGe : 
2s Oohles e Glte, ped6S Claims that Nazapitiem may have 

been more widely dittused in the period of the judges by the 
examples of Samel and Samson, The conditions of the tims my 
have the more ly led individuals to take this vow. The 
instances mont a prove that Nazaritiem was in practice ac- 
cording to the Mosaic code, Num, 6, 2. 

Se Geikie, Te: Sites Pe 56» 

; 4. Keil~Delitzsch, Ope Sites pe 59. An Samel served be- 
fore the Lord, he wore clothes like those of the priests. He 
was girt with an ephod of white mterial, a shoulder dress, re~ 
sembling the high priest's in‘shape but mde of a simpler white 

Sia crery your ean prolchly © cost seetmsiing, toe"msti’ of the was a coat rese 
high prise » mde ae s material without the symbolical 
ornaments which distinguished the official dress.
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tablets kept in the Ark and of the Law of Moses.) It cannot 

be questioned that while he knew from the first the commands 

and prohibitions of the former, he carefully studied the late 

ter day by day, for his future life was one long effort to 

revive its principles in the natione® What an evident contrast 

Scripture therefore draws between Samuel and Eli's sons! As 

Samuel grew in favor with God and man,Eli‘ts sons became worsee 

Such a one as Samel was hence spiritually fit, even at 

the age of twelve according to tradition,® to receive direct 

revelation from God, and thus end the lack of prophecy in Eli's 

days It was in the stillness of the night that Samuel first heard 
the divine voice. That voice and visions still continued. "The 

Lord revealed Himself to Samuel," 1 Samel 3s Zl. It iss with 

perhaps one exceptions the earliest instance of the use of tie: 

Word which hes since become the namo for all divine commmi- 

cations: "The Lord uncovered the eare” Literally, it is a 

touching and significant figure of speech, taken from the 

tanner in vhnich the possessor of a secret moves back the 

long hair of his friend, and whispers in the ear laid bare 

the word that no one else may hear.* Thus amidst the sac- 

rilege and the debauchery of the majority of the priests at 

Shiloh, Samuel and a few other priests registered their pro- 

test if not by words, then by the pious lives that they led. 

The Levites also had their share in bringing about a 

religious decline in Israel at this timee Although 

  

ac Guiles am dee Ue 8 6 Pe 5 

Se Se ig Cites Ve Xo 4s “Now when was 
twelve years old; he began to prophesy." 

4. Stanley, OPe Cites Pe 438-6  
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they often appear in this age in exactly the position the Mo- 

Salo code assums,as teachers of the people and keepers of the 

Sanctuary, yet they are classed with strangers on account of 

their poverty. The case seems to have been as follows, Since 

all the Canaanites had not been driven out in the conquets, the 
cities appointed for the Levites did not com into undisputed 

possession, of the Israelites, for example Gexer, Jostue #1, 21, 
compared with 16, 103 Ajalon, Joshua 21, 24, compared with’: - 

Judges 1, 55, Hence it was quite natural for mny of the Lee 

vites to seek an asylum in the cities not ded in the list 

of those alloted to tliem, In Judges 17, 7.following,« Levite 

is spoken of as sojourning as a 7) in Bethlehemj another is 

said to be dwelling as a stranger on the néth side‘of Mount . 

Ephraim, Judges 19, 2. Hence it ta not difficult to show 

that the Levitical services were not organized as they should 

have been, This period of disintegration of the theocracy was 

one utterly unadapted to enforce altogether the ordinances of 

the worship, Still the expression in Judges 19, 18,by ‘the 

Levite ghar y_ xix? 272 -ay] 9 Fefers to @ connection 

of this Levite with the sanctuary, The narrative of Judges 17 

following’ also shows the-fact that thia tribe had been‘appoiat- 
ed to the service of the sanctuary was well known, For accord= 
ing to verse 15 Micah congratulates himself on obtaining a Le- 

vite as priest for his image worehip., ‘Yhus the law had sepa- 

raved ‘this tribe to the service of the sanctuary.’ But under 

these adverse conditions the fow faithful Levites were hardly 

  

_ Up Oehler, op. Sites be S57
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able to exercise any appreciable influence for good on the 

People.! ‘thus the degraded prieuthood, together with the 

Levites, contributed heavily to the religious decline under 

Eli. 

Such a corrupt, high-handed hierarchy left its mark up=- 

on the sanctuary at Shiloh, which for 300 years was God's 

“tent which He placed among men," Psalm 78, 59. All during 

the time of the Judges the tabernacle was permanently located 

at Shiloh, which was a new creation, panne it was neither a 

priestly or Levitical city, Joshua 18, 13. 19, S13 Judges 18, 

313 1 Samuel 1, 13 Psalm 78, 603 Jeremiah 7, 12.” There is 

every evidence to sustain the belief that Shiloh was the 

spiritual capital of Israel throughout the reign of the 

Judges, as it has been dedicated im the days of Joshua by 

the congregation of all Israele” 

Henoe, it was the only legitimate sanctuary, 2 Samuel 

7, 6» The condemnation of other sanctuaries, such as that 

of the Danites, Judges 17, 6, can only be understood by as- 

suming the exclusive legality of one national sanctuarye 

According to the Mosaic Law, only that place is permitted 

to be a place of worship where God has established the mem- 

ory of His name, Exodus 20, 243 Deuteronomy 12, Selle Those, 

who for the sake of the theory that there were several 

Legitimate sanctuaries, embrace also the notion of several 

arks, have the usage of the language against them, which 

constantly speaks of the Arke 

  

le Graetz; o Ope Sites De 57. 

2e Ocehler es De 356e 

3. Giskes. ope ottes Pe History of Israel, Vole I, 
Pe 17le 
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.Moreover the whole narrative of 1 samuel 4, according to 

which the capture of the Ark by the Philistines was regamied 

as a terrible calamity, is deprived of all its meaning, un- 

less the existence of a single Ark is asaumede! since the Ark 5 

was the vital heart and center of the elaborate cult of rites 

and ceremonies under the old economy, the tabernacle at Shi- 

Loh, which had this Ark, was the one legitimate sanctuary and 

was so recognized by devout Israelites in this age of Bile” 

The outward appearance of this tabernacle suffered chang- 

es during its 300 years at Shilohe Originally the tabernacle 

was simply a tent in the wilderness and had only curtains at 

the entrance to the courte But when Israel established it= 

self in fixed dwellings, the house of God was permanently 

erected at Shilohe Instead of the tents that were usually 

pitched for the priests and the Levites, there were now 

erected habitations built against or inside the court, which 

not only served as dwelling places for the officiants at the 

sanctuary but were also used for the reception and éustoay 

of the gifts, that were brought as offerings to the sanct~ 

uarye These buildings in all probability supplanted entire- 

ly the original tent-like structure around the court, so 

that instead of the curtains at the entrance, there were 

_ folding doors which were shut in the evening and opened 

again in the morninge® 

  

le Ochler Cites De 3560 
Be Burrell, pavit Tames, Wayfarers of the Biblespe 129. 
Se Keil-Delitzsch, op. Gites ppe 50-Sle  
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Thus a town, even on a larger scale than at Micah's 

Sanctuary, had sprung up around the tabemacle, 1 samuel 

4, 13. The sanctuary itself was so encased with buildings . 

_ 80 as to give it the appearance and name, palace 22ST 

1 Samuel 1, 93; 3, 3. As in liicah's sanctuary there was 

& gateway, Judges 18, 16-173 1 Samuel 1, 9 compared with 

Exodus 12, 73 21, 6, with a seat inside the door posts or 

at the pillars which supported ite Here Eli sat in the 

days of religious or political solemnity and surveyed the 

Worshippers, as they came up to the danghuneye! 

Through the two passages in the hills around, many 

Israelites poured, amid scenes of joy2ulness and gaiety 

to this sacred spot, where the three great festivals of 

the year were solemmizede* Wo doubt, the different tribes 

had a great feeling of wmity imparted to them through the 

yearly gatherings at the festivals of Passover, Pentecost, 

and Tabernaclese” 

Here 2t Shiloh the regular sacrificial worship was of= 

ferede Tne offense taken at the lawless proceedings of 

.Elits sons shows that pious Israelites held to the exact 

observance of the Mosaic worship. The different kinds of 

offerings are mentioned, the svi and the Tm2l5 » thus 

designating thet the sacrifices were in tacte* 

The sacrifices offered ty Elkanah and his family prove 
this contentione lkanah was one of the true Isra- 

  

1. Stanley, ope Gite, De 416. , 
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Ttee BL ° ‘aikie, William Ge, A Manual of Bible History, Pe#1l- 

4e Keil-Delitzsch, ope Gites pe 4le 

e
e
 

 



elites that went year by year according to the instructions 

of the law to the tabernacle to worship and sacrifice, As 

goon as the boy Samel was weaned, Hannah brought him to Shi- 

loh with a sacrifice of three oxen, an ephah of mal, and a 

pitcher of wine, and gave Samel to Eli, when the bullock had 

been offered in sacrifice as a burnt offering, The st@iking 

Circumstance that Samel's parents brought three oxen and yet 

only one is spoken of as sacrificed my be explained very sim- 

ply, that that particular sacrifice is referréd'to, which was 

associated with the presentation of the toy, by virtue of 

which the boy was consecrated to the Lord as a spiritual 

sacrifice for life-long service at the sanctuary. But the 

other two oxen served as the yearly festal offering, that 

is, the burnt offerings and thank offerings which Elkanah 

presented year after year, The presentation of these sacri- 

fices the writer did not think needful to mention, simply 

because it was taken for granted that Elkanah offered the 

rest according to the Mosaic law, His sacrifiee on these 

eccesions was looked forward to in his house as a grand 

feast in which every member of the family had a portion of 

the sacrificial offerings.” Tims all the theocratic 

institutions, as they existed under Moses and Joshua, 

are in all essentials mtters presupposed.” 

  

a Fare paparesee Ra Cities De 87. 
® , Yo OPe Gives De 8 , 

3. Oehler, ee Clits, PPe S55~556, This disproves the con- 
tention made by Oesterley and Robinson in their book He 
Res lil ou Pe 95, that Moses would have fa,iled to recognize 

worship at the time of Solomon because of the change 
during this periods and Mercer's absolutely wrong conjecture 
that the settlement in Canaan prepared Israel's mind for « 

realization of the great thought monotheiem, which at Eli's 
time was not fully impressed upon the minds of the people, 
The Life and Growth of Israel, p.48,. 
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But at this time when some God-fearing Israelites were 

going year by year to the house of God at Shiloh to worship 

and sacrifice before the Lord, the house of God was being 

profanede Ags has been noted beforg, the priests were mostly 

to blame for this corruptions Wot satisfied with their 

legally allotted portions,’ but succumbing to their rapacious 

@reed, they robbed the people of their rightful sacrificial 

portione "So they did unto all the Israelites that came 

thither," 1 samuel 2, 14.1 But worse than this robbery was 

the sacrilege that they committed in the tabernacle of Gods 

Their roasting the flesh of the sacrificial animal before 

the fat had been burned on the altar was equivalent to rob- 

berfy of Gode This was the worst crime that Eli's sons 

committed. 7 

This entire corrupt procedure aroused the longsuffering 

people to exasperatione They were ready to give the priests 

as much as their hearts desired if only they first would 

burn the fate Such sinful conduct as this thereby brought 

the sacrifice of God into contempt. "Men abhorred the of- 

ferings of the Lord," 1 Samel 2, 17. It furnished an occas- 

ion for blasphemye ‘Thus the robbery which they committed — 

Was small in comparison with the contempt of sacrifices, 

which they were the means of spreading among the peoples” 

But this was not their whole offense. Eli's sons 

profaned the tabemacle with wioredom, 1 Samuel 2, 22 

  

le Meyer, ope Gites De Sle 

2. Kell-Delitasch, op. Gite, pe 35 
S. Ibide  
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Josephus relates: that they were guilty of impurity with the 
Women that came to worship God, obliging some to submit to 

their lusts by force and enticing others through pribese- 

Tf this is true, then it was possible that the dances and 

assemblies of women in the vineyards and before the aored 

tent, Judges 21, 21, gave occasion to these debaucheriese” ~ 

Hore probably, the fornication was committed with the women 

employed outside of the temple to prepare the sacred bread, 

to look after the sacred garments, and to lead the sacred 

songs and dances, in which others of their sex from all 

tribes joined at the great festivals. Indeed, the popular 

poetry and music were left mainly in the hands of women ti11 

David's time, Exodus 38, 83 Psalm 68, 253 Judges 5, 123 

11, 543; 1 Samuel 2, 1-113 18, 6<-9. ‘The female sex was not 

employed in cleaning the: sacred tent, because they were ex=- 

Cluded from part of ite These women the sons of Eli at- 

tempted to corrupt. Probably not all of them were affected 

with the shameful sin into waich some seem to have been 

seducede This open profligacy at the door of the taber- 

nacle created a great scandale AlL the people that came 

to Shiloh heard of these priestly vicese 

Clearly, this desecration and licentiousness caused 

much alienation of the people from the sanctuarye Even the 

people’s worship at Shiloh was not on the high plane that it 

should have beetis Eli's groundless suspicion that Hannah was 
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drunk as she prayed silently for a long time to Jehovah 

throws light on the deplorable condition of the worship. 

Since such wickedness in Bia owm.consecrated priest- 

hood was especially bateful to Him, God planned te put anc 

end to this dishonor of Wis name. Before He interposed in 

judgment, He sent a "man of God" to the aged Eli to announce 

the judgment which was about to fall upon the worthless 

a 

priests of His house, In order to arouse Eli's own con= 

solence the prophet pointed out to E12, on the one. hand, the 

Grace manifested by God in the choice of his house to keep . 

God's sanctuary, and on the other hand, the desecration-of the 

sanctuary by the evil deeda of his sons. 

Then followa the sentence for his guilt. The deepest 
disgrace would come upon these despisers of the Lord, - Th 

members of his family were to die early deaths, They were 

not however to mere removed from the. service at the: sanctuary 

- but to: their” TLige descendants were to survive the fall of 

the sanctuary. But the Lord would raise up a faithful priest 

and cause him to walk before His annointed, and from him all 

that were left of the house of El would be obliged to beg 

their bread. 

As further punishment Eli would see the distress of the : 

temple. One of his own family would serve at the altar of 

God to witness the decay and pine away in erief in consequence. a 

Ae q sign for this Eli's two sons Hophn? and Phiinchas would 
both. die on one day to show that the punishzent would be car- 

ried out to its fullest extent. | 
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Another sign of religious decay in. Israel was the lack 

of direct revelation from God. Godhad promised His people 
that He would send prophets at all times, Deuteronomy 18, 

15ff. But aa revelation Snont God presupposed susceptibility 

on the part of man, the un belief and disobedience of the 

people might restrain the fulfillment of this and similar 

promises, and God might even withdraw His word, Amos 8, li-12, 

to punish the Ldolatrous nations. Such a time as thia, 

when revelations were rare, arose under Eli,4 Wo doubt 

this explains the atrange comment of 1 Samel 5, 7 that 

"Sammel did not. yet lmow the Lord, neither was the word of 

the Lord yet revealed to hime" ‘The intercourse which God 

had established in prophecy between Himself and His people 

had temporarily ceased, This silence of prophecy was a sin 

that God had withdrawn from “srael and consequently a grave 

punishment, Lamentations 2, 95 Paalm 74, 9. ® 
That helps partially to explain the fact that no impor=- 

tant edition was made during this period to the religious 

knowledge of the people. No new revelation concerning the 

Messiah was given, except the many deliverers had forshadowed 

the great Deliverer.%2 Although the messianic hope was en=- 

shrined in the ceremonial systom of the Jews, which was in 

full operation, and although the messianic prophecies of old 

were a great source.of comfort to a faithful few,* “the word 
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of the Lord was precious in those days," 1 Samel 5, 1. In 

fact after the "man of God" announced to Eli God's punishment 

upon his house, "there was no open vision" until Samel‘'s. 

Although there were no series of inspired propehts con- 

veying the divine blessons either by mouth or written trea- 

tises, God's lessons to the natlon were communicated by events. 

Israel wes taught most impressively that the way of the trans- 

gressor is hard, but that the fear of Gdd is the highway to 

blessing.! ‘he great lesson in guarding sin, its hatefulness 

in God'a eyes, and the certainty of ‘tte punishemt, was con- 

tinually renewed by the events of providence. Every publics 

event served to show that righteousness exalteth a nation, 

but that sin is the reproach to any peoples 2 Such was the 

divine mode of teaching in Eli's day until Samel was estab= 

lished in all Israel as the prophet of the Lord, { Samel 3, 

20-21, This in fact was God's mode of branding His utter 

anger and wrath upon the degraded priesthood and the idola- 

trous people. 
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Be The Decline of tho tiorship of Jehovah among the People 

Three sentences repeated frequently and emphatically 

in Judges sum up the religious decline among the people in 

‘the days of Eli, ."In those days there was no king in Iarael, 

but every man did that which was right in his ow eyes.” 

"fhe children of Ierool did evil in the sight of the lord." 
"The childron of Israel cried unto the Lord,"? Time and 

tine again God hed heard Israel's ery of ‘distress as they 

were oppreased by Canaanite nations, when they had reponted 

from their idolatry and immorality. But after each deliverance 

they had fallen inte the same apostasy. Thus they ahowed their 

eonstant inclination to forsake the pure worship of the 

true God and to fall into idolatry and sinful practices of 

sbety ne ighbors.® 

fhe neighboring tdolatroua ‘tribes played anc important 

role in leading the Hebrows into false worship.  <drruptions 

Of great hordos of Hidianites and ‘ Amelokites fron the cast, 

the Hoabites and Amorities in the south, the Philistines in 

the weet, and tho Proentelane in the north penetrating the 

land left traces of tholr idol and image worship in Xsrael.9 

The tdolstrous worship of the Phoenfoian deities, Baal 

and Astarte, risesabove all othera in seducing the Israelites 

from their rightful ae to Gode It is mrked everywhere 

  

& leyor De lée 2 toyers Sus cites De) fai. 
‘ be Oohlexrs Re op De Sb4—



-28- 

by the image and the altar, or the grove of olive round the 

Sacred oak on which the altar was erected. Relios of such 

worship continued long afterwards in the names dertied from 

thia false worship, both of places and persons. "Everywhere 

throughout the land lingered traces of the old idolatrous 

sanctuaries. Even in families, such as that of Saul's, we 

find that the title of the Phoenician god appears as in 

names so common in Tyre and Carthage, 1 Chronicles 8, 30, . 

353, 54." - Because Baal was the chief male deity of the Ca= 

naanites, worshipped by the different nations with peculiar 

modifications and theretsre: designated by various epithets a 

. the plural Baalim was used to denote all false deities.+ 

The most distinct and peculiar mark of the Phoenician WofshiP AT 

this time is that of the cities congregated in leagues 

round auch a temple of Baal, called Baal-Berith.= 

Greater danger lurked within the land that Israel had 

conquered, The heathen people, whom the Israelites had per= 

‘mitted in the land contrary to God's command, proved to be 

a thy in the flesh. For these people who had been rendered 

merely tributary, not only seduced the people to the _gervice 

of the Canaanitish gods, but gradually regained the mastery 
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in tsolated parts of the land.) his situation paved the 
' Way for many intermarriagea between the Hebrews and the 

heathen, which wrought much havoc with the true worship 

of Jehovah. Sinful mixed marriages among the Hittites, 

Amori tes, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites tended aye 

strongly to lead Israel to serve false gods and to intro- 

duce a “low immorality, Judges 3S, 5-6, 

: But the reason for Israei's fondness of idolatry lies 

not so mouh with the outward heathen attraction as with the 

inward inclination of their sinful flesh» The fact that 

the old desire for idolatry returned again and again clearly 

shows that a pure, spiritual worship is distaéteful to the 

natural heart. Hen do not relishkoming into heart=to=heart 

contact with the unseen god, In fact, the ways of God are 

foolish to them. They are more partial to a worship conduct- 

ed through imges and symbols, for this reason the Israel=- 

- ites were always lapsing into idolatry.” This natural leng- 

ing for the material instead of the spiritual manifests itself 

in their clinging to their century-old domestic deities 07227 .* 

SJust as the heathen were tolerant with regard to the recog= 

‘nition of deities of other nations and did not refuse to ex= 

tend this recomition even to Jehovah 380 the Israelites 

. were tolerant} the Baagils of the nations, whose sensuous 

nature=worship wasymore grateful. to the corrupt heart of mn 

than the spifitual-Jehovah-religion, with its solemn demands 

for sanctification of life.™* 
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With regard to the nature of the Baal end Astarte wor 
ship, into which the Israelites constantly fell after the 

death of Joshua, sinking deeper and deeper with time, it is 

evident from the allusions contained in the history of . 

Gideon, that 1t did not consist of direct opposition to the 

worship of Jehovah, nor did it involve any formal ré jection 

of Jehovahs but 1t ts evident that 1 was simply a syncre= 

tism of Jehovah worship with the Canaanitish nature-worship.+ 

In fact, this dangerous blending of the worship:of Jého¥ah 

with heathenism usually began in a seemingly innocent ways 

The worship of Gideon instituted at Shecliem, Judges 8, 553° 

9, 4, 46, shows the dangers into which achilamatical wor= 

ahip led. After he had destroyed the worship of Baal and — 

delivered Israel from the oppression of the liiddianites, 

Gideon prepared an ephod designed to furnish a means of 

interrogating the divine wlll. Wis motive for separating ~ 

from the legitimate sanctuary may ‘perteaps be due to the 

fact that Shiloh was situated: in Ephraim, which was-hos-_ 
tile to him. As with other schismatical worships, Gideon's 

facilitated the relapse of the people to the worship of 

Baal, this time Baal<Berith.® 

Another rival danctuary of Shiloh, more noteworthy, 

is that of the Danites. This sanctuary had its beginning 

ini the worship that: Micah established in his own house.With money 

stolen from hie mother, Micah had constructed two silver 
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images, one sculptured, one molten, clothed in a mask and 

priestly mantle, so as to represent as nearly as possibly 

the priestly oracle at Shiloh, Micah was particularly for= 

tunate in obtaining a wandering Levite from Bethlehem-Judah 

as his consecrated priest. 

But the migrating tribe of Dan stole the equipment from 

Micah's sanctuary and convinced the Levite to serve the en- 

tire tribe which felt that they needed a sanctuary because | 

of their isolation from the central worship in Shiloh. Thus 

under his auspices on the green hill by the sources of the 

Jordan a new sanctuary was built, This worship remained un- 

disturbed during"all the time @liat the Rouse of god was in 

Shiloh," Judges 18, 30, Sl, ‘The wandering, ambitious, law- 

less priest Jonathan and bis sons were “priests to the trite 

of Dan until the day of the captivity of the land."* whether 

thia sanctuary had degraded into gross idolatry as that of 

Gideon's we are not told, but nevertheless this rival sanc- 

tuary had been constructed contrary to God's commands 

Like Micah, no doubt others turned their houses into 

shrines and had similar imges as oracles, Domestic altars 

. Were srected throughout the land. Foul orgies of shameless 

impurity were rife everywhere, The central sanctuary at 

Shiloh was not recognized by all.as the only authorized place 

of sacrifice. Even during Israel's wanderings in the wildsx- 

ness under the supervision of Moses, the people could not be 
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brought, as is evident from Leviticus 17, 5, and er aeey, 

. 12,5 8, to renounce the custom of sacrifioing in any place they 

- Might choose. How much leas, then, woula ‘this be ‘accomplished 

at a time when there was no individual, of pre-eminent infiu=- 

ence to enforce the law, Therefore the scattered people, 

, Qwelling among the Canaanites and entering into religious inter= 

course with them, mingled the heathen cuatoms with the wor= 

ship of Jehovah and even addicted themselves in a great de= 

gree to the adoration of the old gode of the land.” 

Thus the idolatry into which Israel repeatedly fell had 

its roots in syncretism, which was altogether irreconcilable 

with the nature of the true religion. By so doing they had 

distorted the purity and holiness of God, and. thus actually 

forsook their God. They were tragically wrong in supposing 

that the worship of Jehovah could even be outwardly continued 

in connection with idolatrous worship. dust as in case of 

the nations,the mutual recognition of their different dei- 

_ bles was manifested by the fact that they all calied their 

supreme deity by the same name Baal, so the Israelites 

imagined wrongfully that they could worship the Baals of 

the powerful nations round about them along with Jehovah, 

their covenant God, especially if they worshipped them in 

the same manner as their covenant God.” No wonder then that 

thia sinful syncretiam ended in gross idolatry. Israel 's 

covenant God was soon completely forgotten. "Ihe children 
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of Israel forsook Jehovah, the God of their fathers, which 

brought ‘them up out of the land of Egypt, and followed other 

gods, of the gods of the people round about them, and bowed 

themselves unto them," Judges 2, 12. 

Moral decay set in together with idolatry. Even the 

Nazarite Samson, who had been set aside from his birth by 

@ command of God, succumbed to the existing laxity of morals. 

To give us a graphic picture of the debauchery of the age, 

the author of Judges added illuminating appendices at the 

end of his booke One of the related episodes in particular 

leaves the reader without words to express the degradation 

of morals adequately. ‘The men of Gibeah of the tribe of 

Benjamin had committed an outrage, calling to mind the 

crimes of Sodom, on a concubine of a Levitee It was a 

violation of the sacred rites of hospitality, as well as 

an act of unequalled iniquity. So dastardly was the deed 

that Israel at its lowest ebb rose in anger to avenge the 

outragee That the perpetrators of such a crime Were even 

defended by the entire tribe of Benjamin shows the lawless- 

ness of the ages 

The constant. intermarriage with the heathen helped to 

bring about this low immorality. Although God had warned 

His people often against this sin of mixed marriages, Is- 

rael nevertheless indulged in it freely. A few voices 

Were raised against this wicked practice, yet the custom 

of the day prevailed. Manoah's protest against Samson's 

marrying a Philistine was to no availe Consequently, this 
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Bin of intermarriage led to Israel's forsaking God and liv- 

ing on the same moral level as the ‘heathen. 

Also rampant at this time was polygamye Wo one was 

publicly censured for having concubinese Later Saul in- 

dulged in the royal luxury of polygamy which was the 

fashion of the oriental courts. But the undermining ef- 

fect of this practice was keenly felt in many homese Even 

Elkanah, who no doubt brought a second wife into the home 

because of Hannah's barrenness, experienced misery. His 

home was filled with bickering and strife, augmented as 

child after child was bormm to Peninnahe Hannak became 

the subject of biting sarcasm and bitter tauntse Her 

pein reached its climax at Shiloh, where she received 

but one portion in contrast to the many that Peninnah 

and her children receivede- The practice of polygany 

had made such inroads that even pious Israelites had no 

conscience scruples about having more than one wife. - 

But amid the ever-gowing apostasy af the times and 

the decline in morals, a few households remained faith- 

ful to Jehovahe Two families in particular stand out in 

this lawless age as shining examples of true godlinesse 

The lineage from which David, and eventually the Messiah, 

would spring furnishes us such an example of piety in 

days of religious decaye Particularly the story of 

Ruth's becoming one of the few Gentile ances tresses 

of Christ affords a peaceful glimpse of an every-day 

  

le Meyers, Ope Cites ppe 16e17e 

> 
O
T
 
R
e
o
n



life, that was more the exception than the rule in those dayse 

The outstanding feature is the intense religiousness pervading 

the entire narratives It breathes of the lofty spirit of 

Jehovah at every tum. Zven certain Levitical customs, no 

doubt neglected in such disorganized times as these, were 

obeyed by God=fearing Boaze The grandfather of David permit- 

ted the poor to glean in his fields according to Mosaic ord- 

inance, Leviticus 19, 93 23, 22 Tne old Jewish marriage 

custom that required’ the nearest relative of the dead hus- 

band to become his "gdél" or redeemer by buying back his in- 

heritance, if estranged, and by marrying his widow, if she 

Were childless, to raise up a seed to the d$eeased, that 

“his name should not cease in Israel," was fulfilled in all 

its details by Boaz in his marriage to Ruth, the Moabitessy, 

Deuteronomy 25, 710s" ‘That such convictions still found a 

home in Israel shows that there were a few who looked to 

Jehovah as the God of their salvation. 

The family of Wlkanah affords the second example of 

true piety in israel in these wild and evil timese In spite 

of his polygamy, which seems to have been prompted by Han- 

nants barrenness, he, together with his whole family was 

devoted to Gode Yearly, in compliance with the law, he 

went up to Shiloh to worship and sacrifice with his wives 

and children. 

But it is on one individual of the house of @lkanah 

that our attention is especially fixed, his beloved but 
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childless wife Hanah. She,especially of the entire fami- 

ly, was saturated with the most eplendid traditions and 

hopes of her people. "Stricken with an agony of grief for 

the anarchy and confusion around her, she longed with pas- 

sionate desire to enshrine her noblest self in a child that 

would resoue the nation and set it on an enduring foundation."= 

Her prayer, fulfilled vow, and son; of praise showed the 

depth of her religious feelings and convictions, Pouring at 

her soul in continual praying to Jehovah of hosts,* "she 

held out her cup of trial, that it might become a cup of 

salvation."5 Her love for God prompted her to fulfill her 

vow by dedicating her son Samuel as a Nazarite for a life<long 

service, Her song of thanksgiving is oné of the first hymmse, 

the direct model of the first Christian hym the Magnificat, 

which has an indication of the coming greatnesa of the Anyoint=- . 

ed King as typified by the Irings that God would give Israel.” 

The new name of God jr2+: *i-T) as used by Hannah in this 

‘ first instance of silent prayer shows ‘thatjewen in the darkest 

hours of Israel some belived that God was ruling and guarding 

the universe,® 

But far too few Israelites placed their truat in God. 

As has been noted above, the majority had succumbed to the 
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Prevalent idolatry, and some even had contempt for the 

Worship of Jehovah. Israel truly was a sinful nation. 

The cup of iniquity for Israel wag full and running overe 

Therefore Israel needed not so much a physical’ deliver- 

ance from the bondage of the heathen as a spiritual 

liberation from sin and idolatrye 

God set about to do both for Israel. But if Israel 

was to be delivered from the bondage of its enemies, it 

wag necessary, first of all, that it be redeemed from 

the bondage of sin, that its false confidence in the 

visible pledges of the gracious presence of God should 

be broken by heavy judgments, and the way prepared for 

its conversion to the Lord, its God, by deep humilia- 

; tione! God first had to plow up, as it were, the soil 

of Israel's souls by deep humiliation and heavy judg- 

ments, before the seed for a revival in religion could 

be planted. 
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- G. The Punishment of God 

With His honor at stake in His own sanctuary and with 

His own name desecrated by Hia people, God, following His 

past customary procedure of stirring up enemies as punishing 

rods for the children of Israel, set about ta, fulfill Hie 

prophecy made to Eli by a man of God and by Samel. Tarael's 

arch-enemy, the Philistines, was the té6é1 in God's hands to : 

humiliate Israel and arouse them from their spiritual lethar=- 

gy and carnal security, ; : 

On the evening of the day when Israel had suffered a 

preliminary defeat at the hands of the Philistines in the 
battle of Aphek, 1 Samuel 4, 2, the elders of Israel cvheld 

@ council of war. It was evident that their defeat must be 

attributed to some failure in their relation to Jehovah. 
They: said, "Wherefore hath the Lord smitten us today?" 

They thought of a happy expedient by which they might 

compel God to enter into the fray and take sides against tie 

foe. "Let us fetch the ark of the covenaht of the Lord out 

of Shiloheeethat it...may save us out of the hand of our 

enemies," They had remenbered the wonderful scenes in which 

the Ark had played a-part, how the waters of the Jordan were 

@ivided before 1t and how the. walls of Jericho had fallen 
down, Its going forth hed always meant the scattering and 

flight of Jehovah's foes. Surely it would do the same thing



again. 

Thus the Israelites misplaced their confidence in the 

Ark. "It shall save us..." It was no longer Jehovah but 
the material ark that was the hope of the tribesmen and their 

elders.2 To them it was expedient to turn the sacred relic 

of religion into an engine of war, as the heathen did, 2 Sam- 

uel 5, 21. They wanted to force God's hend. They did not 

realize that God's present help did not depend on the presence 

Of @ material symbol but on moral and spiritual conditions 
which they should have set themselves to understand end fulfill. 

Therefore they osrried the Ark into battle in the belief that 

the sacred symbol would guarantee victory. By staking the 

‘Most sacred pledge of their religion to pull then through 

ex Opere operato instead of having faith in what this sym- 

bol stood for, Israel showed itself to have misplaced its trust 

in the sin of superstition. 

Probably no one but Eli had misgivings about this plen, 

for “when the Ark of the covenent came into the camp, all Is- 

rael shouted with a great shout, so that the earth rang." For 

this act of national spostasy Eli mst have been most un- 

willing to allow the Ark to leave its sacred enclosure, for 
"his heart trembled for the heart of God." But he had yield- 

, ed too often and too long to sustain a successful protest, 

‘although without his permission the Ark was not to be removed 
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from shiloh. 

Taerefore God had to demonstrate to His people that 

the mere possession of the Ark was valueless as long as 

Strange gods were tenaciously cherished and the a@omina- 
tions of the heathen constantly pursuede” In order to 
show Israel that He would not dwell in a nation of idola- 

trous and superstitious apostates, God permitted Israel to 

suffer a disastrous defeat, and, worst of all, to allow His 

Ark to be captured by the Philistines. Yo teach all Israel 
that the symbols of His gracious presence were of value to 

those only who seek the help of God by sincere repentance, 

God permitted Israel to suffer this catastrophes” 

The shock that shook pious Israelites, when the Phil- 

istines captured the Ark in the battle of Aphek, is best 

realized by the reaction of this defeat upon Eli and the 

wife of Phinehase It was not the defeat of the army or 

the death of his sons that broke Eli's necks the bitter 

pill that Eli could. not swallow was the capture of the Axke* 

It was the same story with Phinehas’ wife. Not even 

the birth of a living son could arouse here “Their priests," 

exclaims the psalmist, "have fallen, and their widows made 

no lamentations," 1 Samuel 4, 19203 Psalm 78, 64. With 

her, as with her father-in-law, her whole soul was absorbed 
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in one thought, and with her last breath she gave to the 

child a name that should be a memorial of that awful hour, 

"Ichabod." "The glory is departeds for the Ark of the Lord 

is takene" ‘There was expressed the whole significance of 

this calamity. It was know later as "the day of captiwity.e" 

It was an epoch which brought to a close the irregular wor- 

ship at Dan, Judges 18, 30. "God had delivered His strength 

into captivity, and His glory into the enemies’ hands," 

Psalm 78, 61.2 

Such a calamity was appalling in an age which assoclat 

ed the presence of God with a symbol now lost. To the 

ignorant it would doubtless seem as if, in gaining the Ark, 

the Philistines had also secured the presence and aid of | 

Jehovah. It was a tragedy for the tribes to have lost their 

God, but to find Him in the hands of their enemies was a dis- 

aster of inexpressible magni tude.” - 

Misfortune followed on misfortune in the succeeding 

yearse After the Israelites in frantic haste had borne 

away the remants of the sacred tent of God and its furniture, 

Shiloh, the religious capital, was speedily laid in ashese 
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We catch a glimpse of massacre with fire ani sword and of a 

city sacked and plundered by ruthless invaders in the words 

of Psalm 78, 56-63. “— aa : 

In these few verses is also given the reason for this 

utter destruction. "Yet they tempted and provoked the most 

_high God, and kept not his testimonies: But turned back, 

and dealt unfaithfully like their fathers: They were turned 

eside like a deceitful bow. For they provoked Him to anger 

with their high places, end moved Him to jealousy with their 

graven imeges. When God hesrd this, He was wroth, and great- 

ly abhorred Israel: So that he forsook the tabernacle of Shi- 

loh, the tent which he placed among.men; And delivered His 

strength into captivity, and his glory into the enemy's hand, 

He gave His people also over unto the sword; and was wroth 

with his inheritance. The fire consumed their young men; 

and their maidens were not given to merriage. Their priests 

fell by the sword; and their widows made no lamentation.” 

From the deeth of Eli on, Shiloh lost all its importance 

and sunk into obscurity. For centuries 4% hed been the 

national holy place of Israel. ‘MThither the faithful had 

  
come, year after year, for the great feasts to pour out their 

burdened hearts, like Hannah, before the Lord or to rejoice 

together on the greet holidays. Here also, no doubt, the 

victories of the nation had been celebrated. But all this 

was now over. Shiloh lingered indeed, in significance, not 
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Wholly deserted, 1 Kings 11, 293 Jeremiah 41, 25,5 but 

gradually sinking to such desolation that ite fate was 

cited by the prophets as a warning to those who trusted 

in the safety of Jerusalem because it possessed the temple, 

Jeremiah 7, 143 26, 6, 9. ‘The name Shiloh became a proverb 

for destruction and desolation. "Go ye now unto ify place 

Which was in Shiloh, where I set My name at the first, and 

see what I did to it for the wickedness of My people Israel," 

Jeremiah 7, 12.7 

Surely, the condition Gf Israel, toth religiously and 

politically, had sunk to its darkest and worst in these 

early days 6f Samel's life. The Ark was in enemy's hands$ 

Shiloh, the national religious center, was burneds and the 

Philistines, stimlated by past successes, were pushing on 

to the conquest of the whole contrg, Many of the Hebrews 

: were forced to serve in the Philistine ranke apainst their 

own countrymen, 1 Samuel 14, 21. In fact, they had been forced 

to betray Samson to the Philistines, Judges 15, 11. To 

check any future uprising, the Philistines succeeded fairly 

well in keeping Israel from forging weavons by shutting up 

Ieraelitish smith's forge and forcing the people to go down 

to the pdains to the Philistines just to sharpen a plowshare « 

Twenty years of Philistine oppression followed, 1 Samuel 7,2 

and it seemed as if the whole land would finally pass into 

the hende of that nationg and that Israel would perish as @ 

nation. ‘Thus God was teaching Wis people that deliverance     

1. Geikile, On. Cites De 114. 
2. Ibides PPe S50, 56.



from oppression and dominion of :its foes was absolutely 

impossible without ite inward conversion to him. 

So ended the period defined as that during which "the 

house of God was in shiloh," Judges 8, Sl. Socended the . 

period of the supremacy of the tribe of Ephraim, for Goa 

"forsook the tabernacle of ShilohysesHe refused the taber= 

nacle of Joseph, and chose not the tribe of Ephraim," Psalm 

78, 60, 67. So ended the ctill wider period of the first 

division of the history of the chosen people in the over= 

throw of the first -sanctuary. A “captivity¥" had brought t 

_8n end the first period in Jewish history which lasted from 

Hoses to E11.- 
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It. The Religious Reformation under Samel 

A. The Religious Revival among the People 

The revival of the nation from the ruins of the first 

sanctuary begins the second period of Jewish history, when 

the “Lord awakened as one out of sleep...and chose the 

tribe of Judah, the Mount Zion, which He loved,” Psalm 78, 

65, 68, That period called the "pure" theocracy was rapld=| 

ly drawing to an ende Soon was to begin the new and untried 

future, which was to last five hundred years, the period 

of the monarchy under the control of a new tribe with a 

“new capital! 

To unite the old and the now together God had placed 

Same] in a strategic position. In this crisis of God'y 

chosen people, second only to the Exodus in importance, 

Samuel, second only to Moses, was the qualified leader to 

lead Israel out of its spiritual wilderness, His word had 

already come to all Israel. “All Israel from Dan even to 

Beersheba Imew that Sarnmel was established to be a prophet 

of the Lord," 1 Samel 5, 20. ‘The wreck of all the hopes 

and associations which clustered around the tabernacle 

placed Samuel in a position of great responsibility and 

power, in the failure of the high-priestly power, whatever 

of law and guidance remained, was held by hime® 

The defeat of Israel, the death of Eli and his sons, 
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the overwhelming calamities that followed left the tribes 

Without a sanctuary and virtually without'a high priest, 

Since Ahitub, the eldest son of Phinehas, was too young 

for the office.! Since the high priesthood almost lost 

all its significance for a considerable tim after the 

death of E11, all Israel had their eyes upon Samel. 7 He 

stood literally between the living and the. dead, between 

the past and the future, between the old and the new, with 

that sympathy for each, which, at such a time, was the best 

hope for any permanent solution of the questions which tor= 

mented ity? 

Although Scripture is silent in regard to the years of 

Samuel's life following immediately after the overthrow of 
the sanctuary, yet his sudden appearance among the people; 

warning them against their idolatrous practices, throws 

much light on his previous activities. What was accomplished 

at the convocation at Mizpeh was the result of hard labor on 

the part of Samuel during these silent but important years. 

Such a revolution in the inner life of the people as mni= 

. Lested at Mizpeh, 1 Samel 7, could only have been accom 

plished by degrees. Stolid indifference, unthinking -lighte 

ness, old habits of thought, the dislike for strictness, and 

the bias for idolatry were not easily to be overcomes” From 

the firdt the work lay in raising and ennobling the moral 

and religious feelings of the race. Irregular wrehip like 

that of Micah or of Dan had to be wiped out. All this could 
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. only be accomplished after the spiritual leaven had steadily 

and gradually been spreads ° 

But Sanmel had the moral greatness and ability which 
insured him success, Tis greatness manifested itself by 

the three offices that he held in Israel. Por there were 

united in this one person Israel's supreme prophet, Lts 

virtual high priest, and ite acknowledged ruler. 

Through the revelations from Jehovah he became known 

as "Samuel the Seer", By that ancient name, older than any 

other designation of the prophetic office, he wae known in 

his own and aftertime, 1 Samel 1, 93 11, 18, 19$ 1 Chroni=- 

cles 9, 22; 26, 28,2 But he was better now es Samuel the 

prophet. As a prophet his one intention was to bring Israel 

back to God. ‘Two great objects he had to strive for so that 

a true reformation could be effected, Its first condition 

was tie restoration of political independence. The worship 

of Jehovah could not be reinstated and rooted in a community 

enslawed by the heathen. The national spirit was ‘therefore 

to be rekindled. ‘The national unity must be recovered from 

the anarchy into which it had been overwhelmed.” But this 

could only be attained by arousing a common religious feel- 

ing. It was ovident that only a widespread revival of reli- 

gion could save the people from rotting away from the very 

= evils for which the anciont Canaanites had been destroyed.* 
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Zeal for Jehovah alone would infuse in all the hearts an 

enthusiasm which would give the Israelites vigor in action 

to restore the grand ideal of individual and commnity life.» 
fo effect this needed regeneration, Semel set hinself 

to educate his countrymen in his lofty and pure conceptions 

of individual and national duty. Iike John the Baptist, he 

insisted, as the first step,’on individual repentance of past 
sins. Speaking as a prophet in the neme of Jehovah, he poured 

forth his rugged denunciation of sin. Having the vantage 

Ground of God's revelation erid command, he urged the people 

to put away the Phoenician deities, which as evils had eaten 

into the nation's heart. Strengthening his appeals and 

- protests by the vision and revelation accorded him, he 

spoke with unwaivering sternness against idolatry as a crime 

ageinst the invisible King of Israel. Gifted with a ready 
and forceful eloquence, he concentrated on the theme that 

the heathen gods could neither help nor save. He declared 

that it was folly and sinful to consult lying oracles and. 

the jugglery of soothsayers.2 

But not only convicting Isrsel of its transgression in 
forseking God, Samuel also held out to Ierael its salvation, 

- if only they would trust in Jehoveh. Fervently he exhorted 

them to repent and lean entirely on God as their present Help 

in all trouble. Having aroused them from their lethargy, he 

pointed out to them Jehovah as their certain help in the future 
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as in ages past. After having convinced them of the 

root of all their sorrow and grief, he proposed a sure remedy 

that would not fail thems Having demonstrated to Israel 
tts fooldshness and certain doom, unless they ‘repent, by 

relating the history of their.fathers and of the heathen 

*mations, Samel pointed to the coming Messiah, the Seed. 

. Of the woman, the Prophet like unto Hosea as further reason 

"Why they should seek’God. In fact, Samel's plous life, 

concerning which. Scripture does not rention even one of its 

imperfections, and his three-fold office of prophet, priest, 

and judge may have been typical to some pious Israelites of 

  

the greatest Deliverer yet to come. 

Thus Samuel preached vigorously both the law and Gos= 
pel wherever he went. While Moses had commanded the people 

to come to him that: he might declare.God's will to them, 

. Exodus 18, 14-16, Samel visited “any cities of the lands 

He did not wait for the people to come. to him to address 

them. But he traveled through the land, now at the historic 

site of Jericho, then at’ the ancient heights of Carmel, or 

Shiloh, Nob, Hebron, witnessing to the vast gatherings of 

deeply moved and repentant people.” Throughout the .land he 

appointed public meetings and announced to the miltitudes 

the lessons revealed to him by the Spirit of Gods 

This his word went out to the whole land and did not 

return void. . Commnicated at first to his ow circle at 
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Shiloh, Ramah, or other piacin he visited, his announcements 

of divine will were carried through the land, The elders 

‘of the tribes, who from time to time sought his counsel, 

‘would carry back to their homes new aspirations to apread 

through their neighborhoods. ‘Thus Samuel's enthusiaem per= 

meated the nation. He used the striking parable, the measured 

and rythmical expression, perhaps vivid symbolical action, 

to impresa his wonds upon the hearers, Kindled by utterances 

go momentous in themselves and so atrikingly enforced, it 

is no wonder that nis fam as a prophet bad been establisie a 

while Eli sti11 lived. Hen repeated to ‘each other ail over 

the land that the Spirit of Jehovah rested on Samel. There 

had been no prophet, in the higher sense of the word, since 

‘the day of Moses, The fact that a second Moses ‘had now been 

raised up exuited the hopes of all — a better time was at 

hand. 

As its priest Samel‘'s hand also laid the course for 

Israel's.refurmation, The sanctuary having fallen into dis- 

use, and the agency of the high priesthood partially suspended, 

‘the mediatorship between God and His people rested with the 

prophet, who though not of priestly descent now performed 

sacrificial ‘services in the presence of the people.# Samol*s 

qualification for the priestly functions to offer up sacrifi= 

ces and intercessory prayers for Israel depenadd neither on 
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his levitical descent nor on his Nasvarite, but he performed 
these duties solely by virtue of his prophetic callings? 

Aa its virtual high priest, Semel wad accustomed to 
make the most of his visits. by sacrifieing and ao bpilding 
Up the people in fellowship with the Lord,® Since the regu- 
lar high priesthood was in abeyance and the centrel sanctu- 
ary was without its ark, Samuel sacrificed at various pla~ 

ces, such as Ramah, Mizpéh » Bethel, atid Gilgal, This did 

not mean that the bounds imposed by the Mosaic law were. brok= 

en, through ,Pbut simply that God had suspended them due to 

the unique ciroumstances of the tines. Thus Israel was to 

attain to the experience that. the presence of God is not con-. 

  

fined to the material ark, as Israel had so spperstitiously 

believed. ‘Thus Samuel taught the people by this priestly 

function of sacrificing. that God must be worshipped in spirit 

and in truth, rather than in a mechanical and bartering way 

after the custom of the heathen. 

Not only by the spiritual power of the word and sacrifice, 

but also by the efficacy of prayers; Samuel led Israel back 

from the worship of dead idols to the living God. Prayer was 

hie ‘perpetual resort. Whether for all or only for one, he 

never .ceased to praye. _ He,world have considered ita sin if 

he would. "God forbid that .I should 6in againat the Lord in 

goasing to pray for you." Hany a sleepless night he spent 

' Y, Ko1l-Delitsech, ‘Samuel, Pe. ‘ete 
2. ibild,, De 169. 

Se Oshier, © Ode GLU Sites Pe. sla



in tears and intercessions,2 

As Hannah in her prayer life had avatled moh, a0 alec 
her pious son, being pre-eminently @ ran of prayer, accom 

plished much for Israel, A peculiar virtue was believed to 
reside in his intercession. In later times evan’ he was con= 

spicuous among thost|that "gaid upon the naine of the Lord," 

Psalm 99, 63 2 Samuel 12, 10, and thus was placed with Moses 

as " standing" in the special sense of attitude for prayer 

"before the Lord," Jeremiah 15, le” Ko wonder ‘then Israel 

later begged him, " Cease not to cry unto the Lord, our God, 

for us," 1 Samel 7, 8 ‘For all Israel realized how mighti- 
ly he wrestled and prevailed in prayer. His own name testi- 

  

fied to the power of prayer. 

After the death of E11, Samel stepped in ELL 'g place 

as Judge, although not fully recognized as such unt21 the 

convocation at Mizpeh, Acknowledged even in Eli's time as 

@ prophet and after Eli's death as virtual high priest, it 

was but natural that he should éxeroise the judgeship of the 

Jand. For the hopes of the years to come lay squarely upon 

this last judge of Israel. ‘The eyes of the nation were upon 

him for deliverance. 

As judge he played an important part in bringing Israel 

back to God. He realized that terae] first bad to fight the 
greater battle against the forces of darimesas and sin, before 

1t could succeessfully conquer thhe Philistines. First Israel 
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had to overcome the weakness of their flesh by warring 

against spiritual wickedness in high places, hefore they 

could tackle their traditional enemies. The root of all 

trouble first had to be removed, before its poisonous 

shoots could be trampled out. This Samuel attempted to do 

in his administration of justice in his journeyings. 

Wis own record of blameless purity, integrity, and 

righteousness helped his cause much In this respect. By 

example of his own character he averted some decay and inter= 

nal corruption. Surpassing the men of his time in the Love 

of God, purity of hoart, and wnselfishness, he must have been 

a constant inspiration to them that came into contact with 

him. Revering this great and illustrious man, who was both 

statesman and saint in one, for the loftiness of his charac- 

ter, Igrael must have felt the inspiration of his high ideals. 

With the law as a living force in nidlife, Samuel's manner 

of livin: set up an ideal for all to strive for. No lapses 

into sensuality or selfishness, and no lawless deeds in that 

wild lawless age marred his career, His was a beautiful life, 

wholly dedicated to God and untainted by the common sins of 

the day. This moral grandeur of his character ,which helped 

to arrest the ruin of the people, held Samel in good stead 

in the administration of justice throughout the land, As a 

gudge he was incorruptible.! 

Samuel 41d not stand alone in bringing about this re- 

formation, The school of the prophets helped to prepare the 

mihds of the people for a return to a belief in God. This 
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prophetic office began to develop from Samuel's time, on 

Which account the history of prophecy, properly speaking, 

dates from Sanmel, Acts 2, 24,2 It = @ special aistino= 

tion of Samuel that with him began the long roll-call of 
Jewish prophets, 

Of course, there were eeeguuhs before Samuel and even 

in his early years, From time to time mesengers of God, 

bearing the name of prophets, had delivered divine warnings 

to the people.” It was a prophet who appeared in Judges 11, 

7, during the lMidflenite oppression, to remind the Israelites 

of their deliverance from Egypt, and to reproove them for 

their idolatry, In!like manner, “a man of god," 1 Samel 

2, 21, exercised the office of a rebuker to the high priest 

Eli and hie family, entirely in the manner of the prophets. 

There must also, as may be inferred from 1 Samuel 9, 9, have 

been from tine to time seers wg 3 = they are usually 

called instead of prophets «+23 a | es 

But the inspiration thus vouchsafed had been partial 

and intermittent, There is a distinction between prophecy 

before Sarmel and after his time. The prophets before Samuel 

appeared sporadically without exerting lasting influence upon 

the national life. But from the time of Samuel onwards, the 

prophets sustained and fostered the spiritual life of the peo= 

ple and were soot through whom God constantly made known 
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His purposes to the nation. z 

For his work of reconstruction Samuel. organized the 

school of the prophets. Although the origin of this school 

is not given in detail in Scripture, yot in many ways the 

origination of the line of prophets center in Semel, We 

may trace back to him the institution, even in Lts outward 

‘form, For in hie time we first hear of what in modern 

phraseology is called the school of prophets. From the 

fact that these bands of prophets are mentioned in connection 

with Gibeah, Jericho, Ramah, Bethel, and Gilgal—places focal 

in the career of Samuel—the conclusion seems well assured 

that it was Samuel who called them into beings” ~ . <* 
The chief place where they appear in his own life is 

his own birthpece and residence; Ramahs In fact, the exis- 

tence of another such college at his time cannot be proved 

definitely, From this hamlet of Ramah or from some neighbor= 

- ing height, they were seen descending in a long line or chain, 

1 Samuel 10, 5, 10. They were settled in a congregation,® 

and Samuel "stood appointed over them." Under the shadow 

of his house they dwelt as within a charmed circle. Thus 

"long before Plato had gathered his disciples round him in 
“ttle olive grove, or Zeno in the ‘ortioo, these institutions 

had sprung up under Sanmel in Judea.™@ 
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There is no reason for supposing that this achool of 

the prophets was merely an educational institution, It is 

mc
 e
a
e
 a

e 

true that they were assembled for educational purposes. They: 

were associations. formed for a purpose of mental and -‘spiri- 

tual training that they might thus exert a greater influence 

upon their contemporaries by cheuking the decline of reli- 

gious life in the nation and by leading the rebellious to the 

law. The cultivation of msic atid poetry was no doubt a part 

of the “curriculum," which also included writing dowm the sa- 

cred history.) 3 ee eee 
But they were not merely educational institutions. The 

prophetic gift was not to be engendered by instructions Tt 

Was not a product of study and reflection but ‘was wrought 

entirely by the immediate work of the divine Spirit. Neither 

was this girt of prophecy given to those of certain descent. 

Hence it mist be noticed that the prophets «°23 were not mere- 

ly the sons of the prophets oy'23722 , ancexpression used to 

denote the disciples of the prophets, By thie asserbly of 

prophets, then, is to be understood rather an association 

of prophets dravm together by the Spirits The exercise of 

this gift no doubt required an acquaintance with the law and 

history, which were therefére studied. This leads us. to in= 

fer that Samel aimed in these daya when the sanctuary, de= 

prived of the Ak, was no longer the central point of the 
evised ; 

Theocracy to found a home for the newly/religious life of the nation‘ 
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Samel established the school of the prophets to pre~ 

mote his reformapion. The vigorous revival of religious 
Life that had been kindled 4n the prophets was to be 
passed on to others. since the: priesthood had failed 

to realize the purpose for which it had been instituted, 

it 1s clear that some other religious office had to be called 
into existende, Hénce the object of the school of the 

prophete was to further the great movement of reformation by 

restoring and establishing the old faith. Their chief mission 

was both to bring and keep the nation true to its allegiance 

to God as the Head of the Theooracy, and hence to oppose all 
idolatry, immorality, and merely formal religion. They were 

preachers of repentance to the nation, its counsellors and 

consolers, the exponents and enforcers of the law.> ' 

Neither was it just by chance that the development of 

the prophetic office preceded the introduction ef the monar= 

chy. God raised up these prophets to stand later by the side 

of the king. This new spiritual power of the prophetic office 

would provide for the future kingdom not only a firm support 

for its royal authority, but also a strong bulwark against 
royal caprice and tyranny. ‘The prophets were to be the watch=- 

men.of the theocracy, controlling the. conduct of the royal 

and priestly shepherds as well as of the people. They were 

to testify unreservedly before high and low, and especially 

before the theocratic office<bearers, againet every declension 
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from God and His laws! ‘The answer given by Samel to Saul, - 

1 Samel 15, 22 £f., when the king sought to minimize his 

a@isobedience, contained what may be called the program of 

the prophets in regerd to the kings, which was to censure 

all hypocrisy and advocate, in opposition to all self=right= 

eousness, the sole supremcy of Goa.” 

But before the prophets could take such a position along 

aide a king, they-had to resiat the growing apostasy of the 

times and instruct and establish the congregation of Is= 

rael in the imugledge and fear of the Lord. They deserve 

much credit in sowing the seeds of godliness in Tsraels 

With Samvel as the driving power, the prophets relentless~ 

ly renounced the idolatry and wickedness of the people and 

earnestly pteaded with them to return to God. Next to Sam- 

uel they exerted the greatest influence in this religious 

reformation, 

From them went forth an influence which awed and : in- 

spired even the soldiers of that lawless age, 1 Sanuel-19,- 

20, 21. Among them we find the first authors distinctly 

named in Yebrew literature, 1 Chronicles 29, 29, of actual 

books which descended to later generations. In that age of 

change and dissolution Samel gathered around him many: in=- 

fluential leaders, -Ayong them were such as David, the 

shepherd warrior and wandering outlaw,:Saul,:the wild and 

wayward king, Heman, the grandson of Samel, chief singer 

afterwards in David', court, and Imown especially as the 
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king's secr, Gad, the devoted companion of David in his 

exile, and Nathan, his stern reprover in aftertines and’ 

Wise counsellor of David's sons»? 

Another circumstance aided in raising the people 

from the depths of their degradations Sarmel had a hand 

in bringing about a union of Judah yith the rest of Is=- 

reel. Formerly the great tribe of Judah-had taken no © 

share in the affairs of the nation at large during the — 

period of the judges. It lived-apart from ite bretheren,. 

It fought its ow wars, cut off from the rest of Israel 

by the Jebusites.* Even the depravity resulting from the 

influence of the Philistines remained unknown to the tribe 

of Judah until this time. The worship of Baal and Asharte, 

with its coarse and sensual rites, had not established ite- - 

self among this trite. Instead the simple customs of 

patriarchal life seems to have endured longer in Judah 

than elsewhere. But the repeated attacks of the Philis=- 

tines aroused Judah from its isolations Having secured a 

peace pact with the Amorites, they joined an a common 

Cause of Israel against its common foe. Thus God was 

Gradually preparing Judah to take its unique place in the © 

future among the tribes. 

By the time Judah was stirred to wage war against the 

Philistines, Sammel's work of reformation had borne its 

fruita in Israel, The earnest appeala of Samel and the 

prophets wrought upon all the people a great turning to 
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God. The messages of God's prophets found a whole-hearted 

response in the hearts of israel. After twenty years, in 

which the national spirit was gredually adjusting itself 

to the true relations which had formerly been established 

between Jehovah and His people, “all Israel lamented after 

the Lord," 1 Samel 7, 2. Obeying Sanmel's appeal they 

casted down the idola from.their pedestale and brought to 

an end the vicious ergies in the groves and valleys. “It 

Was as though the spirit of spring were breathing over some 

Wintry waste, and through the thawing snow the grass and 

the flowers began to appear."2 . . 

When all was ready and the spirit of humble trust was 

geen to have permeated the assembly, Samel called a na~ 

tional convention at Mizpeh to manifest outwardly their 

true repentance. If Israel would meet him here, Samuel 

told them, he would intercede with Jehovah for them. Vast 

mltitudes obeyed the summons and at once joined in a 

solem public humiliation before God. . The day was devoted 

to fasting. They sadly owhed, doubtless with loud weepings, 

that they had sinned against the Lord. A novel rite was 

introduced. . With a symbolical rite, expressive partly of 

deep humiliation, partly of the libationa of a treaty, they 

poured water on the ground.” It mst have been 'a very strik- 

ing spectacle, when Samuel, as representative of his country- 
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"How far the Selisions spirit pervaded people at large 
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time there was a mass of people who were not truly godly, 
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tered. ‘The conatant tendency was to idolatry, Under Solo- 
mon 1t took root so deep that all future reforms could not 
eradicate it. It was not till the seventy years captivity 
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of the roots of that noxious weed.” 
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men, brought the whole nation back to the true allegiance 
to God . We are not surprised to learn that Samel was 

recognized by all as judge of Israel. + 

This assembly of the Israelites aid not escape the 

notice of the Philistines, They came up with a great army 

to assault Israel at a time when they least expected. it and 

were the least prepared for: it. Naturally Terael at first 

feared a worse defeat than that of Aphek, but Samel gave 

them the antidote for which they bad asked, Realising their 

utter helplesshess) they believed that Samel ‘could and would 

obtain God's help through prayer and sacrifice, Realizing 
that they were as peasants going against soldiers, as sheep 

against wolves, they placed thelr confidence for victory en=- 

tirely in Goa.® 

The smoke of the sacrifice was still ascending when the 

Philistines approached for :battle. But’ad hearkened to 

Israel's prayer of faith and sacrifice of consecration, and 

granted them the victory over their enemies in a miraculous 

manner. Possessing only a few weapons, the Israelites gained 

the victory with all the credit to God. A violent thunder- 

storm came to the timely assistance of Israel.* ' The 

Philistines fled, and exactly at the spot where twenty years 

before they had obtained their total victory, they were tota lly 
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routed. 

The victorious army went to the soene of their fore 

defeat, and there, on the very spot where, the ark had fallen 

into the hands of their foes, they selected a great stone, 

already consecrated by sacrifice, 1 Samuel 6, 15, which they 

Called Ebenezer,” and which after the example of Jacob at 

Bethel was perhaps annointed with oll, This was done in 

the spirit of hunble gratitude, and as an acknowledgenent 

that the event there celebrated, however it seemed at the 

time, was in reality the tunring point of naklonal fortunes. 

Thus they did kiss the rod with which they bad been anttten.? 

No other action could have been so expressive of the “ 

Change which had passed over the people in the intervening 

years, "This success at Kbenezer was no mere victory but _ 

was the sign of a new epirit in Israel, which animated the 

nation during the lifetime of Samuel, and the reigns of Da= 

vid and Solomon and of the great Hebrew ieings» ‘The petty - 

jealousies had disappeared, and had piven, slice to a great 

desire for unity. The old idol worship of Canaan, which 

degraded every nationality which practiced iti. was ine 

Great measure swept away from among the chosen people while 

the pure religion of the Lord of hosts was established." 

“Now that hia reformtion had established the theocracy 

in igs: again, Simatts task was to build up in the hearts 
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of his fellow countrymen his profound Belief in the reign 

of the Divine-King{ He took measures so that prosperity at 

would not efface the good results of his reformtion. With 

all:the force of his character and eloquence of bia speech, 

he insisted that the people were subjects of Jehovah, owf= 

ing allegiance to Tim alones! Year after year he called to- 
gether the elders of the people, explained their duties, ani 

warned against return to godlessness and idolatry, Such’ 

assemblies were probably held in the three ‘ome-of his 

circuit, Bethel, Gllgal, and Mispeh, at which places ‘he 

Judges Isracl.? He still retained hia former suctom of 
coming from one: place to another unexpectantly for the pur= 

pose of reproving and punishing sins, 1 Samel 16, 495. 

Also as in the past, but now gore frequently, he was consulted 
throughout the neighborhood to solve the vexations and dif= 

ficulties of the common. life. Thus Israel leaned upon 

him as their fathers had leaned upon Wones.° e 3 

No’ festive or- solgmn occasion was complete without 

his presence. "The people will not eat till he comes, be= 

cause he doth bless the sacrifices and afterwards they eat 

that be bidden," 1 Sanuel 9, 13. He acted as priest, sacri- 

ficing on the altars which had been built at Ramh and other 

towns of his ofroult. . Samiel's sacrificing vadnot at variance 

mash. ane Mosaic codes. spina God had determined that the 
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" sacrifice and feast be kept at the tabernacle, Samel as a 

Called prophet had the God-given right to mke en exception 

to this rule as far as his own person was concerned. The 

conditions of the time almost made it necessary that he 

sacrifice at different places and expecially at Ramhe ‘For 

one thing the tabernacle had fallen, into disuse, espeotally 

since 2t dia not house the ark. Thus the erection of the 

altar at Ramah aid not involve a duplication of the taber= 

nacle, although the altar with Lts cours was constructed in 

& sintlar way? es : : 

.m contruoting these alters, Samuel forvarded the dest 

interests of the people and true religion among thems, ‘For 

as the laws of Hoses» administered by Samel comprised an 

ecclesiastical, a civil, and a oriminal cede, and in many 

cases required that restitution should be made to the com 

pliance and to the ordinances of religion, an altar, where 

such sacrifices and sin-offerings eodld be received, became 

@ necesnity of every supreme court of justices . The object 

and application of law among the Tobrews was not solely to 

secure that justice should obtaintetween man and man, but ‘al-= 

so that. every tranegressor should be purged of his sin by 

sacrifices’ and by penitance and prayer shduld obtain the 

divine blessing.” 
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Be The Establishment. of the Monarchy 

While as one of the judges, among which he classed - 

hinself, Samuel brought the office of the Judge to e@ olose, 

Acts 15, 20, and introduced the monarchy, mich to his om 

disapproval and dicappointment. In the later years of his 

life hia sphere of action had extended bo far to the south 

that hia ‘sons Joel and Abiah were appointed by him in his 

growing feebleness to act as judges at Beershebae™ It was 

this move that soon gave Israel an occasion to ask Samel to 

give them a king iike the other nations, For Samel's "sons 
walked not in his ways, but turned aside after lucre, and 

took bribes, and perverted judgments. Then all the elders 
of Israel gathered themselves together and came to Samuel 

unto Ramah, and said unto him, Behold, thou art old, and 
thy sons walk not in thy ways$ how make us a king to judge 

us like all nations," 1 Samel 85:4,5. 

The failure to realize his high hopes of pure theocracy 

in Israel was not primrily caused by the failure of his sons 5 

to whom he had delegated authority, and certainly not ak all 

by reason of his old age, as Israel intimted, but the great~ 

est cause of his failure were the people themselves. they 

had not the faith and vision that. Samel had. Samel's ideal 

was too lofty and spiritual for the people to appreciate and 
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miintain., They could not believe absolutely in the in- 

“visibles they had to have the outward symbols and splen- 

dors of royalty.! A king was mre to them than character, 
obedience to God, or. loyalty to the Mosaiy code. This re=. 

quest, in the sense in which it was mide was & misconception 

of the power and faithfulnesepf the covenant God, inaemach 

as a faulty constitution and not thery departure from God 

and his law, was regarded as cause of the misfortunes they 

had hitherto experiencedg while their hope of a better 

. future was therefore founded upon the institution of an 

earthly government and not upon the return of the people 

to their God.” 

Hence this popular demand for a king was not merely 

- @isappointing to Sanmel but worse of all sinful to God. 

They did not reject Samel,but God. True, Deuteronomy 

17, 14, had promised them a kings In Hannah's song also 

there was an unmistaiable prophesy of the day when Jeho= 

vah would give Ieracl a kinge But the people wanted a king 

because the other nations had them and not because dod had 

promised them one. This request had been sprung on Samuel 

prematurely and with unddc/haste and passion, Instead of 

seeking to ascertain the mind of God, the people mde up 

their own minds. Instead of consulting the prophet . on 
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tho best policy for coming days, they dictated the policy on 

Which they had set their hearts,! The people did not have 

the spirit of “1deon ‘who refused the crown with the words, 

. "I will not rule over you, neither shalt amy. son rule, over 

yous the Lord shall rule over you," Judges 9, 22. 

On the other hand, as the divine providence does not 

exolude the ‘employment of tamen agents as its instruments, 

SO neither was an earthly kingdom of necessity opposed to. 

the theocracy, Since the people had shown themselves, in= 

‘capable of uniting in an ideal union, the kingship. night— 

if the king, in obedience to the theocratic petnofple were 
not regarded as an autocrat but as an organ of ‘chovah— 

even become the means of ‘confirming the theocracy. Ie. 

Was on this principle that Samuel acted, after having ob= 

tained God's permission to grant the desire of the people. 

To make it evident that the divine choice was entirely inde- 

pendent of earthly consideration, it wie not @ man of ime 

portance but one ag yet unimown, of the least family of the 

smallest of the tribes who was raised to the thrown. A 

similar mode of proceding was observed at the choice of Da- 

via. ® : 

_ After Saul had been Jed to Samuel and pointed out as 
God'a choice for Israel's firet king, Samuel effected Saul's 
consecration to the kingship by ancanciént and recognized 

rite, Judges 9, 8, 15, apes Hitherto only the priests 
—— . 
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and sanctuary were anointed. When Saul therefore was con- 

secrated as king by this usage, the monarchy was inaugura- 

ted as a divine institution on a par with the pries thood.+ 

Anointing with oil was a symbol of endowment with the 

Spirit of God, 1 Samuel 16, 15, through which God would 

‘bestow gifts for handling His kingdom in a just and wise 

ways? thus the ability to rule righteously was an out- 
flow of divine wisdom. Anointing made the king's person 

both sacred and inviolable, 1 Samuel 24, 6o%e° 

In Saul's case his vestment with regal functions by 

his public presentation before the assembled people did 

not take place till after his consecration. After Samuel 

had once more charged the people with their sin in reject- 

ing God by their demand for a king, "they inquired of the 

Lord," 1 Samuel 10, 22, perhaps by lot, to choose their 

kinge The selection fell upon Saul as divine providence 

had ordained ite It was then that all Israel shouted, 

"God save the kinge un 

On this occasion Samuel announced to the people the 

“manner of the kingdom," 1 Samuel 10, 25, and wrote it in 

a book which was laid up before the Lord, that is, deposited 

with the Torah in the sanctuarys” ‘The right of the monarchy 
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iz not to be identified with the right of the despotic 
heathen kings against which Same) had warned the peoples 
When they demanded a king like the nations, 2 Samel &, n. 

pat it fe the right which regulated the attitude of the 

parthly monarchy in the theocracy and determined the rights 

and duties of the human king in relation to Jehovah, the 

divine king on one hand, and to the nation on the other, 

This right or constitution could be laid only by a prophet 
like Samuel to raise a wholesome barrier at the outset 
against all excesses on the part of the icing.» , : 

With Saul as ing, Samel, as it wore, took a secondary 

position, Although he judged Isree] all his life, he made 
use of this power only when the king faihed. to live up 

to his part of the program, From henceforth he executed 

chiefly the office of the. prophet, the watchman of the 

theocracy.” Thus Samel supported King Saul ‘until Saul's 
rejection by Gods 

The first part of Saul's reign Indicated the possibility 

of the kingdom being in hermony with the theocratic prinoi- 
ple «. Saul's good reign under the guidance of Samuel even 

. Showed signs of better things to comes With a new and plows 

heart and with an earnest zeal for maintaining the provisions 

of the law, i<flaul promoted the religious life of the.nations . 

He mifed, till. sels secrifice .before fighting the Ammon 
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ites, 1 Samiiel 11, 7. He opposed the sin of the people 
who had eaten flesh with the blood, 1 Samel 14, 52, 35, 

although he was mostly responeible for this act by the féol~ 

ish vow he mide, He banished wizards, necromncers, and 

Scothsayers out of the latid, 1 Samel 28, 3, 9, In general 

he appears to have kept a strict watch over the observance 
of the Mosaic law in the kingdom for the first part of his 

reign. With Saul the days were gone when everyone could 
do what was right in his own eyess* 

Likewise the prophet Samel carried on his work along 

Side of the king. after the people had gathered at Gilgal 

after Saul's victory over the Ammonites, Samel would not 

_ let the opportunity pass without raising hia voloe once 
more to warn all of their duty and responsibilityand to jue- 

tify his own career, which seemed to be challenged by the 
substitution of the monarchy for his rule, He had walked 

_ before them from his childhood, said he, and was now old 

and grayheaded, but could call on everyone present to wit= 
ness before God, if he had taken any man's ox or a88, oF 

defrauded or oppressed anyone, or accepted in any case @ 

bribe to blind his eyes to judgment. A loud shout of agsent 

to this self-vindioation rose at once in reply from the vast 

miltitude.5 

Having established the integrity of his former judgeship; 

Samel had set the stage fot accusing Israel] as having sinned 
ED 
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grievously in demanding a king. Reminding them next of 

the divine goodness shown them in the past in their dee 

literance from Pharoh, Sisera, the Philistines, and other 

enemies by the leaders raised by providence in answer. to 

their penitent cry, Samuel frankly told them that their 

conduct in having demanded a king was both ungrateful to 

God in the sleight that they had offered Him and also un= 
wise in their having trusted in a weak and mortal man rather 

.than In Almighty God. To convince Israel of its great 

Wickedness in deranding a king, God atteated the truth of 

all that Samel had said by sending the requested thunder 

and rain. This miracle swrought by God in‘ answer to Sanuel 'g 

appeal, had ite desired effect. Amuzed and terrified, the 

people confessed this and their many former sins.. Samél 
took advantage of this situation against any future: relapse 
into sin, 

Although. at the. commencement of hia reign, Saul had 

undoubtedly supported the reforming seal of Samuel, never= 

theless the reign of Saul soon displayed the kingdom.in con- 

flict with the theceratic principles Saul fell a victim to 
his efforts to render the kingdom. independent of divine restraint 

and guidance from the prophets, We regarded his royal of= 

fice chiefly on its warlike side, which the dangers constant- 

ly menacing him on .the part of the Philistines never would 

let him lose: sight of. 
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That his submiesion to the prophet was not complete 
and wholehearted was show by hia failure to stand even the 
f iret test imposed upon him by Samel, that of ‘waiting seven 
days at Gilgal for sanmel to come and sanction the war. Con- 
cerning himself more with the threat of the Philistines than 

With God's decrees, Saul sacrificed. Fis:aot showed a dis@ 

trust of God, a spirit of self-assertion, as if he could 
make war by himself without the asstetance of God an expressed 
by the prophet. the offense thus involved the whole prin« 
Ciple of absolute subordination of the theocratic king to 

the will of Jehovah as revealed by His representatives. 
Since Saul had violated it, he was unfit for the office of 

the king of Israel, as Samuel announced to him, 

But ignoring, nevertheless, the evident consistency 

with which the prophet treated him, and transgressing the 

prop?! 'g command for the second time after the promised 
Victory cover the Amelekites by not wiping out the entire 

race with its possessions, Saul had the divine sentence of 
rejection pronounced upon him, In spite of the fact that 
the people themselves were also guilty of taking spoil in 
this battle, Saul was held responsible for the great part 
that he played in this transgression, Fron this time 
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‘forward Saul was gradually but certainly approaching the 

Consummation of his tragic fate. When Samel had left, 

Saul called for Ahitub, the high prieste ‘But Saul'a in= 
famous deed in *illing the priests at Nob turned the” 

‘Priesthood against him. Saul is correctly characterized 

as one "quickly rushing from one extreme to another, n= 

thusiastic in pleasure, deeply depressed in sorrow, and 

finally sinicing beneath the waves of despair," Thue Is= 

rael was to learn that royalty itself could never secure 

‘the salvation expected from it, unless the occupant of the 

throne would submit altogether to the will of the Lords” 
In the meantime David was being groomed to succeed 

Saul én the throne of Israel, after Saul Was rejected and 

David was’ annointed as king, the prophets, holding no 

further intercourse with Saul, now asscofated with Da= 

vid as far as practicable,” Frequently David visited 

Samel, From him he learned to Imow God more intimtely. 

Through Samel's influence, reliance on God had perhaps 

been awakened and certainly strengthened in David.* Kost 

of the psalms that David wrote while Samel was yet alive, 

for example, Psalm 57, 59, and 142, indicate Sarmel's in- 

fluence upon David.® Hence Ewald is perfectly correct in 

Giving his ex: Iuation of Samel's reformation for David's 
kingdom in the words, "If David's visible deeds are greater 
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or more dazzling than Samuel's, still there can be no © 

‘doubt that David'a blaze of glory would have been impossi= 

bie without Semmel's less conspicuous, but far more influ@~ 

ential careers so that all the greatness of which the 

following century boasts goss back to its real aaticty 

Humanly spealring, David would not have been king if: Samel 

had not prepared the way.” Thus Samel left Israel-on the 

threshold of its highest glory under David. - 
cD 
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CG. The Restoration of the Mosaic Worship 

Samuel's revival of religion among the Hebrews even- 

tually brought with it the future temple and its priest= 

hood. However, before this was possible, the children 

of Israel had to becore acquainted with the real signifiqe 

cance of God's symbols of His presences Israel had to be 

instructed as to the importance of the ark and tabernagle. 

Their evaluation of the ark and tabernacle had been dis= 

colored by the calamities that befell the tabernacle at 

Shiloh. Israel had little or no use for the tabernacle 

and its priesthood and none at all for the ark, There= 

fore Samuel's task was to educate his countrymen both as 

to the true meaning and importance of these neglected 

and theocratic institutions, Although Samuel was not 

able to bring about a complete restoration of the Mosaic 

worship, yet he laid the foundation to mke such a thing 

possible in the days of Davide 

Israel's attitude toward the Ark of the covenant 

after its return from the Philistines demonstrates this 

indifference. God's miraculous deliverance of his Ark from 

the hands of these uncircumoised Philistines should have 

shown all Israel the value of His mercy-seat. But a study 

of the restoration of the Ark to the land of Israels though 

not to’ its divinely appointed place and part in the worships 
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indicates Israel's unconcern for the Arie 

The joy of the Philistines in capturing the. Ark was 

in proportion to the dtaray of the Hebrews, 0 lead off 
the gods of a foe was the most signal marie of victory on 

one side, and of humiliation on the others After the 

Philistines had led off the Ark, they placed Lt as a tro= 

phy in the shrine or chapel of their god Dagon at Ashdod, 

a8 a recognition of his victory over Jehovah. ; 

But this triumph broughTabout Dagonts speedy humilia=- 

tion. The next. morning his inege was found 1i@ing on the 
ground before the Ark. After it had been raised to its 

place again, it was found once more on the second morning 

not only cast down but shattered to pieces in its upper 

halfz only the lower being left whole, as if in contempt.” 

But the humn part was broken to pleces, while the fish-half 

lay dishonored on the threshold,” : 

But the degradation of the idol was not the only vin- 

Gication of the honor of Gode Before long, a terrible 

plague broke out in Akhdod and its neighborhood, Plagues 

were inflicted successively also on the men of Gath and 

Ekron, so that the Ark became an object of desire to get 

rid of.* arter smarting under such heavy visitations for 

about seven months,5 during which time the Ark was in their 
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hands, the Philistines were glad to send it back uncond!= 
‘tionally to the Iardelites. They even attempted to pro= 

Piate Jehovah by sending along with the Ark a trespass af- 

fering. 

But in spite of these vieible confessions of Jehovah's 

power the Philistizies made and in spite of the glory God 
manifested in the miraculous restoration of His Ark, some 

inhabitants of Bethshemesh, to whose town the unguided 

cattle had drawn the new cart with the Ark, did not show 

the proper reverence toward the Ark, True they joyfully 

received the Ark, After sacrificing the cart with the cows 

as a burnt offcring to. the Lord, they gave further expres- 

sion of their joy at the return of the Ark by offering 

sacrifices $o the Lord.! But many inhabitants were punished 

“by death because of their profane curiosity in prying into 

the Arle of God. 

After its restoration at Bethshemesh the Ark was soon 

removed to Kirjathjearim, Woodville, about five miles east 

_ Of Bethshemesh, and found a resting place in the house of 

Abinadab, a Levite, who, in obeyance of the priesthood, con- 

secrated his son Eleazar, There the Ark lodged in ite little 

sanctuary “in the flelds of the woods," Paalm 182, 5, 6, un=- 

til David found it and "having prepared an habitation for 

the mighty God of Jacob" finally brought it to Jerusalem.” 

‘The fact ‘that the Ar‘:bad fallen into the hands of the 
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heathen could not but fail to exercise an iuportant influ=- 

‘ence upon the religious life of the people, . After being 

restored, it was for a long time lald aside. Since the 

captivity of the Ark was no doubt regarded as a judgment 

upon the tabernacle, which never ag&in boasted of the Ark, 

Israel was satisfied with this temporary arrangemt at Kir= 

jathjearim.® ‘he ark was little missed by the Israelites 

in the next decades, [Even in the days of Saul the prople 

were not accustomed to consult the Ark, 1 Ohronicles 13, 3» 

Psalm 1352, 6. For over seventy-five years the Ark “was 

not inguired after." 

Having lost with the Ark its essential significance 

as the place of God's habitation, the tabernacle ceased to 

be the religious center of the nation, although the leviti- 

Cal services were carried on in it without interruptions 

1 Samiel 213 22, 17 ff.* This distress for the sanctuary 

had been prophesied to Eli by the man of God, It really be= 

gan with the capture of the Ark and continued during the 

time that the Lord was sending help and deliverance to His 

people through the medium of Samuel in their spiritual op= 

pression. 

The history of the tabernacle after its remoyal from 

Shiloh -is obscure, Immediately, on the receipt of the news 

that caused Eli's death those who were in charge of the taber= 

nacle hast&ly folded 1t together and moved it aways This was 

  

BP Koldeperibeecte Samtel, eps 695 70; ® - gach, Samuel, ppe 695 706 
3. Only once de s soripture indicate that the Ark was per= 

uate taken from Kirjathjearim, 1 Samel 14, 18, Keil<De= és 
litzsch, Samuel, pe 140, however, does not belicve that th 
refers to the Ark deposited at Kipjathjearim, since the 
verb used in this connection indicates that the ephod is 
meant, as the LXX substantiates. 

4. Oehler, ope cites De S61  
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"-_ Probably. done under the direction of" Saimel, the sole remain- 

' the- material idea that the worshippers standing on. them 

ground. In contrast to this it my be noticed that the 

‘topss 

ing authority at Shiloh, Where it wac first taken cannot 
be definitely ascertained.! Nob is. the next place mentioned 

_ in Scripture as the abode of the tabernacle, However, Calde= 

Cott belicves that 2t was first moved to Gilgal, its old 
place in the plains of Jericho, under the direction of Sam- 

el, where Same! for many years "appointed Saul to meet 

him, incerder to offer the burnt-offerings and geace-offer= 

ihge » which could only be offered on the brazen altar be- 

fore the tabernacle."2 As reason for its removal from Gil= - 

Gal to Nob Caldecott conjectures that Saul's enuity against 

the priesthood enflamed by his later breach with Samuel 

caused him to relocate the tabernacle at Nob under the su- 

pervision of the Quisling high priest Ahitub, Hob was 

chosen because of its conveniont location for Saul.® Be 

this as it my, we know for sure that the sanctuary mas 

aituaie: at Nob. 2 Chronioles 1, 5, 5 proves that the tab- 
ernagle had not fallen into the Philistines hands. The 

same altar that mad been constructed by Bezalel, Exodus 51, 

.2 ff, and the same tent that was made by Noses was set up 

at Nob e* 

  

1. Caldecott, SPs Gltes pe 51, makes.an interesting re- 
mark in regard to the geographical situation of the places 
where Israel located its sanctuaries, These Israelitish 

high places were not a copy of heathenism, being based upon 

were nearer to the seat of the gods than when on the lower 

cites chosen for the tabernacle were never those of hill= 

2. ibides De 350, 

Se bide, Dp. 52, 535. 
4. Tid, pe 30. 

 



Shortly afterwards the tabernacle ts moved to Gibeon, 
The episode of the High Priest Ahimelech’s giving Coliath's 
Sword to David at Nob gave to the tyrant-Saul the opportu- 

nity for carrying out a desire which for a long time he 

must have secretly cherished. The relations in which the 

family of Saul stood to Gibeon give the reason why the 

tabernacle was established there. Tt was his ancestral 

oltye 4s the patriarchal head of the city Saul determined 

to male Gtbeon the seat of worship for the country and the 

” 

spiritual capital of the new kingdom. The death of Samuel 

about this time and the inoident of the swmrd of Goliath 

Gave Saul the opportunity he had long awaited, Sending for 

Ahimelech and all the priests that were in Nob, he had them 

fouly murdered before his eyes. This was but a small part 

of his crime, He sent his executioners to Nob, and there 

he destroyed all the dedicated servants of the tabernacke, 

Ablathar alone as a priest escaping to pavia.? 

At the same time Saul began a war of generat externina- 

tion against the Gibeonite: howers of wood and gravers of 

water for the tabernacle. ite catch a glimpse of this act of 

uncalled for ferocity in the statement that the Beerothites 

fled to Gittein, 2 Samel 4, 5. Beeroth was one of the 

four .Hivite cities that had drawn Joshua into a treaty of ' 

Peace. By the destruction of all ther heathen inhabitants. 
eee Se : 

le tbide, PPe 56=<59,
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Saul hoped to purge Gibeon and the land of its foreign ele~- 
ments, ahdnto secure around the tabernacle only men of Is- 

Yael, 2 Samiel 21, 2, 5. We know how this series of mon= 

strous crimes was expiated in the reign of David by the. 
* Geath of seven of Saui's descendants. Before that day came, 

however, the policy of blood and sacrilege at the taberna= 

Cle seemed to exon pesae 

The distress of the panctiaty was partially caused 

by the people's attitude toward the priesthood, and es= 

pecially the high priesthood. Israel lost faith in the 
rule of the priests on account of the past evil conduct of 

Eli's sons.® Hence-for a considerable tim after the death 

of E12, the high prtesthood almost loss all significances 

‘Furthermore, now that all Israel had turned to Samel, whom 

the Lord had eatablished as His prophet by means of revela= 

tions, and whom He had also chosen as the deliverer of the 

people, the high priesthood lost mst, if not all, of its 

past dignity and importance. Thus the high priesthood into 

Comparative. . insignificance, although Samel hinsdlf-aas.not 

in the least responsible for ite degradation. This condi< 

tion was the fulftLlment of God's prophesy to Eli that his 
Own descendants would sot only witness the decay of the sanc- 

tuary but would also suffer in consequence, 

Ths history of the high priesthood after Eli's death 
bears this out. Although Eli's house was not deposed till 
eS 

le bide, pe 59 
Ze Glaser, ‘bp. Gite, De 172.  
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Solomon's reign, 1 Kings 2, 27, yot his descendants went 
_ through tribulation, Ahitub, the grandson of Eli, the el-= 
der brother of Ichabod, had to flee. with the tabernacle, 
Perhaps to Nob, taking with him the priestly robes, the ephod, 

- 8nd Urim ang Thumim, 1 Samiel 22, 19,7 He was succeeded by 
hia son. Ahidh, 1 Samuel 14, 5, the same person as Ahimelech, 
or hisi brother and successore Ahimelech was afterwards mr- 
tyred by the command of Saul, together with the priests at 

‘Hob. However, his son Abiathar escaped to David with the 
Ephod.” . 

Yet in spite of this distress of the sanctuary and 
tribulation of the priesthood, there were certain signs 
Which indicated that better days were on the way. Samuel 
also had a remote but important hand in bringing about this 
future restoration of the Nosaic worship. With the help 
of the school of the prophets, he introduced psalms, choruses, 

“Musical accompaniments, which tended not only to beautify the 
tabernacle sérvices but also to stimlate religious, feel- 
ings Tho. psa nv praiee thus became a prominent part of 
the worship of God. Samiel himself was the forefather of the 

"ace of Korah, who were later the composers of psalms to~ 
Sether with their msical accompaniment, Samuel's racqwas 

misical, for hia grandson Heman, with Asaph and Jeduthun, were 
the great religious posts and msiotens of the next generation.® 
LS 

1. Gelirie, op. oltes De Be 
Ze Kell-De1ttssch; fammiely pDe 1575 158, 
Se Geille, Ope Gite, ‘eo 
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1. Chronicles 9, 22 suggests that Semel Iaid the founda- 
tion of that elaborate organization of the Levites for 

the service of the sanctuary, which was perfected by Da= 
vid and Solomon, He even began to accumlate the treasure , 7 

by which the house of God was ultimtley erected in the : 

reign of Solomon, 1 Chronicles, 26, 27, 28, His intereat 

in establ ich ing the Wosaic meray is definitely proven 

by s later veference concerning a great Passover feast that 

  

‘was kept in his day, 2 Chronicles 55, 18.2 Thus Samel's 
influence and work aided the complete future restoration 

of the lMosaic worship as God bad intended 1t to be. 

"The time would fail to tell of ses Sacael. ese Wha 

through faith subdued kingdoms y wrought righteousness, ob= 

tained promises, stopped the mouths of scons quenched the 

violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of 

wealness was made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to 

flight the armies of the aliens," Hebrews 11, S2-54s. 
These foregoing words express the sentiment of all ige 

rael when Samuel died. When the hour of his death came, wo 

are told with a peculiar emphasis that "all the Israclites 

Were gathered together, and lamented him, and buried him 

in his house at Ramh," 1 Samuel 1, 25. His labor in reviv- 

ing the true religion in Israel and in restoring the ordaimd 

worship of God were recognized by the entire nation. He has 

therfore been justly designated as the “reformer and restorer 

  

1. Meyer, op. Clte, Pe 242. 
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of the theocracy." Tnther and he have been rightfully. 

Called the greatest reformers of the 01d Testament times: 

and New Testament Simos respectivelys Kot only time but . 

also words would fail to express adequately and completely 

the work that God had ‘weought. through His servant, who was . 

always ready with the “ey "speak Lords for Thy servant 

heareth," 

eee EEE . = 

1. Keil-Delitzach, Sanmel, pe 258, 
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