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RELIGIOUS CONDITIONS IN ISRAEL IN THE AGE OF ELY AND SAMUEL

- Introduction

In more ways than one, the period of Jewish history dur=-
Ing the age of Eli and Sammel is an age of transition. The
greateast outward change appears in the change of goiermnt
from that of judges to that of kings, This transition was
to btring to an end the lament of the author of Judges that
"in those days there was no king in Israel, but every man
did that which was right in his own eyeas," For "the judges
had only a limited Influence, Called to their prominent
position by the necessities of the times, they acted with
energy in the affairs of the individual tribes at the head
of which they were placed but exercised no ablding influence
upon the nation, which on the contrary relapsed into its for-
mer course, when its burdens were lightened or when the Judge
was dead,"l This rule of judges was to give way to the reign
of a king, God's promise to Israel in the days of loses that
Israel would have its king at the proper tims was soon to be
fulfilled, ;

But a far greater inward change took place in this era
without which the institution of the monarchy could not have

1, Oehler, Dr, Gustav Friedrich, Theology of the Old
Testament, p. 554.
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been established effectively. Israel £irst had to suffer
the penalty for apoatasizing from Jehovah their God, God
had to teach them the error of their ways in falling dowm
before the works of men's handa. Fis temple had to be
clednsed from the sacrilege and debauchery into which 1t
had fallen, An inward change of heart had to precede the
subsequent political union under a king,

Therefore to exhibit in its origin and growth the new
order of things, which Samel had introduced, the prophe-
tic historian of the books of Samel goes back to the time
of Samel's birth and mkes us acquainted nmot only with
the political oppression under which Israsl was suffering
but also with the religicus conidtions at the close of the
period of the Judges and during the high prlesthood of
El1. 1 ¥e plotures to us the religlous decline under Eli.

1, Keil, C. F, and Delitsach, F., Biblical Commentary
on the 014 Testament, The Books of Samiel, D. . :




I. The Religious Decline under El1
Ay Dacline of the Theocratic Imstitutions

We find at the head of Israel a man, of whose rise
nothing has been tolds El:l.. both judge and high priest,
With respect to the history of the priesthood there 1s in
this case a gap In the historiocal books of the Old Testament,
Aaron, the cholse of whom is also mentioned in 1 Sammel, 2,
287, was after his death succeeded by his two sons Eleazar
and Il:!.mnu-. the former £1lling the high-priestly office,
Numbers 20, 28; Deuteronomy 10, 63 Joshua 14, 1; and being
Succeeded by his son Phinemas, Judges 20, 28, The history
of the high priesthood 1s not taken up again untll Eli,
1 Samel 1, 1. 1 The sudden appearance of Ell reveals that
in the dark perilod preceding, there had been a change in the
order of the priesthood, E1l was not of the regular house of
Eleagar, 1 Chronicles 6, 4~153 24, 4, the eldest son of Aaronm,
in vhich succession ought to have continued., Thers had been
& transfer to the house of the younger and'compumtlvely ob~
soure Ithamar, "which had struck such deep root that it con=
tinued, in spite of the agitations of the period, till !.tl_
fing) overthrow in the reign of Solomon," In perfect agree= __
ment with this Josephus relates that after 6zi, the high

1« Oehler, op. cite, pe 36

367,
2, Stanffley, Arthur P., Leotures on the History of the .
M____ﬂl Pe 414,
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prieat of the family of E‘.I:qanr, Eli; of the lineage of
Ithamar,received the high prlesthoodal .

The oircumstances which led to the transfer of this
honor from the line of Eleazar _t'o that oi" Ithamar are un=
known, ' There was not a distinction of the line of Eleazar,
for in the time of David, Zadok, a descendant of Eleasar, is
spoken of as high priest along with Abliathat and Ahimelech,
the descendants of Eli, 2 Samuel 8, 173 20, 26. Usurpation
on the part of Ell 1s out of the questions Did the transfer
‘take place by comrand of God on account of grisvous sins of
the high priests of Eleazar's 1ine?® The rabtinical sommen—
tators allege that the transmission of this high=priestly
dignity took place because of the share of the High Prilest
Phinehas, the last cne menticned In the 014 Testament before
Ell, in the alleged sacrifice of Jephtheh's daughter.S Per=-
haps at the death of the laat priest of the family of Eleaszar,
the remaining son was not equal to the occasion, either be=
cause he was still an infant or simply too young and inex=
perienced and hence unable to cope with the disorders of the
time,4 . Therefore he was set aside in favor of one who en=
vincedifaculty to take the field and marshal the forces of
Isvael,5 E11, who was probably related by marriage to the
" high priest's family and was no doubt a viigorous man, was

%o geoagphu;itﬂ.aﬂus, Antiquities of the Jews, V, XI, 5.
‘ 11=De gasch; 0ps CGlGesy Do . .

3: Stanley, oD« oit',.'e Pe 216 -

4, Koll=Dell ZSOE’ Ope¢ Clts, Pe 99

5¢ leyer, Fe B.‘. Samel the Prophet, pPe }e=13,
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compelled to take the oversight of the congregation as judge
and high priest,l The fact that the Philiatines my have
boe:_: repulsed from the position which they occupled according
to the narration of Samson tends to confirm this conjecture.
Was this effected through some herolic deed of Eli's youth?
And 814 they then raise him to the office of high priest and
Judge? Such a supposition was rendered probhble as 1s seen
later by the union of warrior and priest in Phinehas.® In
the final analysis no definite remson can be given for Eli's
promotion to the high-priestly offlce.

Although El1 in his young life had done some stirring
deeds, which raised him to this suprems position, yoi:, when
we are introduced to him, "he comes before us in his feeble
old age, with a soft ° and jylelding goodness, 1ll=-suited
for the times.® Although preaiding over the sanctuary as
high priest, he was too old to perform the duties connected
with the offering of sacrifices, Josephus claims that his
son Phinehas officisted already as high priest, his fabher
having resigned his office to him by reason of his great age.®

In spite of his shortcomings, ElL exercised no doubt "a
beneficial influence, chiefly by the moral life that he led
and less by his words ,telling the people to come back to God, "0
His assent to God's judgment upon his house provea that, with

1’. xﬂ’-l‘ml’.tucb. 22. ctt.. Pe 59.

2. Stanley.dgg. clte, pe 415, ;

3. Gelikie, Cunningham, Hours with the Bible, p. 24.

4, Jozephus, op. cit., V¥ X1, 2.

5+ Graetz, Helnrich, Fistory of the Jews, vole I, P« 69

R il
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all weakness and sinful indulgence toward his sons, he was
'ﬁhoroughly devoted to flod in his heart, Although he had
raned to luop his own children 1n nnbjoct!.on 'l.th all gravi-
ty. his handl‘l.ng of Samel shows his goodnou. Hia saintly
1ife through his 1ong aarvloo as high priest had 11:- effects
by commenaing the religlon 1t exemplified, although with gen-
tle words he was unable even to rebuke his unworthy sons with
the sterness their offenses demanded.,l Despairing hearts
from Ephraim and Dan, or beyond the Jordan, muat have con=
stantly sought the High Priest Ell at .Shiloh; nor can it be
doubted that they would be pointed by him to Jehovah, the God
of their fathers, as the true help of the natioms iIn 1ta
trouble, and thus making them feel that their having forsaken
him had brought them all their sorrow, Thus he was an agent
in the religlous revival which culminated under Samel.2

But Elil had not been able to do more than sow the seed
of a future reformation, The very priesthood around him,
and even his two sons, were undermining the good which he
accomplished. In the words of Scripture they were the sons .
of Bellal, unbelievers. As priests they should have set an
example for godliness, but, in stead, they looked on their
office simply as a means of gratifying their self-indulgence
and sensual passions .5.

The Mosalc rites were stillc.. observed at Shiloh, and

j B o it v
Se Eﬁ, pPe 25,

L r—
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these required that the burnt-offerings should be whol,ly
consumed by fire on the altar, Sm-otfuhgi vwere eaten by
the priests, In the case of peace-offerings, however, the
fat of the inside alone was burned on the altar, The priests
had, they,for their share the btreast and the shoulder,after
they had been waved before the Lord; the rest of the vic=
tim being returned to the offerer to be eaten by himself and
hls famlly with such friends as he invited, But this appointed
armngemeni} did not satisfy Eli's sons. They nen't-the!.r a6r=
vants to the place where the share belongirg to the offerer
was belng boiled and there th:"ugt a flesh-hook of thiee teeth
into the pot and'claimed for their masters whatever it brought
upe. lor wvas this all; they forthwith demanded, even before the
fat had been offered on the altar, a share of the raw flesh,
ostens=ibly to roast but perhaps also to secure a larger booty,
Ho greater outrage could have been thus committed than to
desecrate the sacred offerings, nor was it a slight thing to
take away t_he sacred food from those to whom it he‘.longed.
Amidst the prevalling lavlessness such an example set by the
sons of the high priest soon showed its natural consequence
by mer holding in contempt the whole service of the Lord. 1
Not content with their extortionate greed, Wophni and
Phinehas mtz-o_duoed worse abuses—those which Jlagraced the
voluptuous rites of the heathen deitles.Z2 They perpetrated

1s Ibid. i

2; MIman, Henry FWart, The Wistory of the Jews, vol. I,
Pe 218, 3
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the vileat excesses of heathenlsm amid the woods and vime=-
yards of Shiloh, Licentious rites have from time immemorial
been assoclated with heathen festivals, but :_:e.ver ‘hefore had
they aoiled the sacred vestures of the prileats'qr jaron'a
1ine, Although they hed wives of Gheir omn, they had no seru-
" ples in.leading astray the women who were appointed to per=
form various duties about the sanctuasry that demanded female
labor. Complaints.made to El1i avalled nothing more than
strong dlsapprroval without their removal, 1 gE1i's sons d1a
not listen to this admonition which was designed to reform

‘ sinners, for "Jehovah would slay them," They were already
glve.n up to the Jjudgment of ls,su.u:um!.ns.’a The. fact that they
could persuade other priests to carry out- their diabolical
practices shows that practically the: entire prieathood at
Shiloh was corrupte So degraded were most of the priests
that the people eomplained bit¥erly to El1 but witkout any
avail, God Wimgelf bad to step in and pronounce a harah :

Judgment upon- the priests generally, :

But there' priasts at Shilch vho were lffeoted by the
profligacy of El!.’s sons, the dissolutensss of morals in the
commnity at 'large, and the general prevalence of a licen=
tious and gross &dolatry. Doubtless some prieats remained
true to Jehovah and ‘sighed over the national and spiritusl
decay around them, S

citey Pa 39 - k
 Koll-deTlisech,’ *ope cits, o 386
Sh Gelikle, _-'B. Oit.; pP. 56=37«

ln
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Samuel may well have caught their spirit, For it was
in harmony with the religlous infiuences that surrdunded
him in his boyhood. Although he perhaps was pormitted at
the age of three to enroll in the temple .1 the yearly
visits of hia godly mother Fannah rust have turned his
thoughts into lofty chamnels. His consecration by a vow of
porpotual Nazarite? devotion %o God could not fall but af=
fect him powerfully., Fis long hair never touched by sols=
sors, his required abstinence from wine, the purity demanded
of him, which forbad his approach to the dead, even of the
n'au-eai: relation, would keep thls consecration always before
hin,3 fThe priestly olothing of the youthful Samel was in
harmony with the spiritual relation in whick he stood tp Je-
hovah.* Paithfully fulfilling his duties in olosing and open=
ing the doors of the tabermacle, in lighting the seven=
branched candlestioks in the later afternoon and supplying 1t
with pure olive o0i1l every morning, and in rendering other
services to Ell showed his conseoratlion to God. He was en=
tirely f1lled with the spirit of the cortents of the stone

e loyer, op. cite. , p.26. :

2, Oehlor."s o Oltes Pe365 claims that Nazapitism may have
been more widely diffused in the perlod of the judhes by the
examples of Sammel and Samson, The oonditions of the time my
have the more mmuy led individuals to take this vow, The
instances ment d prove that NHazaritism was in practice ac-
cording to the Mosalc code, Num, 6, 2, :

S, Gelkle, _ﬂ.‘ gégo. Pe 56,

€. Kell-Delitzsch, Ops Sites Pe 39, An Samel served be-
fore the Lord, he wore olothes like those of the priests., He
was girt with an ephod of white mterial, a shoulder dress, re-
sembling the high priest's i1 shipe but made of a simpler white
cloihm. ek S oy d"nbzingrt:%"d Bop oo
him yoar was a coat rese
high priest , made 5"- ) material without the symbollcal
ornaments which distinguished the offioclal dress.
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tablets kept in the Ark and of the Law of Moses.} It cannot
be questioned that while he knew from the first the commands
and_ Prohibitions of the former, he carefully studied the late
ter day by day, for his future 1ife was one long effort to
revive its principles in the nation.2 What an evident contrast
Scripture therefore draws between Samuel and Eli's sons! As
Samuel grew in favor with God and man,Eli®s sons bcocame Worsee
Such a one as Samiel was hence spiritually fit, even at
the age of twclve according to tradition, to receive direct
revelation from God, and thus end the lack of prophecy .'.I.n Elits
daye It was in the stillness of the night that Semoel f£irst heard
the divine voice. That voice and visions still continuede "The
Loxrd revealed Himself to Samuel," 1 Samuel 3y 21¢ It is, with
verhaps one exception, the earliest 1natanoe' of the use of l:he'
word which hes since booome the name for all divine commumi-
cationgs: "The Lord uncovered the ears" ULiterally, it is a
touching and significant figure of speech, taken from the
maaner in vhich the possessor of a secret moves back the
long hair of his friend, and whispers in the ear laid bare
the word that no one else may hear.f Thus amidst the sac-
rilege and the debauchery of the majority of the priests at
Shiloh, Samuel and a few other priests registered their pro-
test if not by words, then by the pious lives that they led.
_The Levites also had their share in bringing about a
religious decline in Israel at this timee Although

%o gmile::'. ODe _O_’.r'%o.. Po g?’o
™ e €y O ClGep Pe ..
3. Josephuss ope Oltes Vs X 41 "Now when Samuel was
twelve years old, he began to prophesy."
4. Stanley, op. cit., p. 438.
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they often appear in this age in exaotly the mitm the Mo-
salo code assumes)as teachsrs of the people and keepers of the
sanotuary, yet they are classed with strangers on acoount of
their poverty, The case seems to have been as follows, Since
all the Cansanites had not been driven out in the conquets, the
oitiés appointed for the Levites 414 not coms into undisputed
pomsession of the Tsraslites, for exsmple Gemer, Jostus S1, 21,
compared with 16, 10; Ajalon, Josima 21, 84,compared With' -
Judges 1, 35, Hence it was quite natural for mny of the Iee
vites to seek an asylum in the citles not ded 1n the list
of those alloted to tliems In Judges 17, 7.following,a Levite
is spoken of as sojourning as a 73 in Bethlehem; ~another 1s
sald to be dwelling as a stranger on the ndth side‘of lount .
Ephraim, Judges 16, 1. Hence 1t 1s not difficult to show
that the Levitlcal services were not organized as they should
have been, This period of disintegration of the theoccracy was
one utterly unadapted to enforce altogether the ordinances of
the worship, St111 the expresslon in Judges 19, 18,by the
Levite, 74 war 97749 -au] o Pefers to a comsction
of this Levite with the sanctuary, The narrative of Judges 17
following also shows the fact that thia tribe hed been appoint-
ed to the service of the sanctuary was well kmown, For acoord=
ing to verse 15 Misah congrafulates himself on obtaining a Le-
vite as prisst for his image worship., ¥ms the law bad sepa=
rabod this tribe to the service of the sanctuary,. But under
thess adverse conditions the fow falthful Levites were hardly

-

. 1, Oehler, op. git., pe 367 -
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able to exercise any a.ppfooiable influence for good on the
People.l Thus the degraded i:rieathood. together with the
Levites, contributed heavily to the religious decline under
Eli.

Such a corrupt, high-handed hierarchy left its mark up=-
on the sanctuary at Shiloh, which for 300 years was God's
"tent which He placed among men," Psalm 78, 59 All during
the time of th.e Judges the tabernacle was permanently located
at shiloh, which was a new creation, sim;e it was neither a
priestly or Levitical city, Joshua 18, 1 19, 513 Judges 18,
313 1 Samuel 1, 13 Pealm 78, 603 Jeremiah 7, 12.° There is
every evidence to sustain the belief that Shiloh was the
spiritual capital of Israel throughout the reign of the
Judges, as it has been dedicated iy the days of Joshua by
the congregation of all Israele” .

Hence, it was the only legitimate sanctuary, 2 Samuel
7s 6« The condemnation of other sanctuaries, such as that
of the Danites, Judges 17, 6, can only be understood by as-
suming the exclusive legality of one national sanctuary.
According to the Mosaic Law, only that place is pemmitted
to be a place of worship where God has established the mem-
ory of His name, Exodus 20, 243 Deuteronomy 12, S5.1ll. Those,
who for the sake of the theory that there were several
legitimate sanctuaries, embrace also the notion of several
arks, have the usage of the language against them, which
constantly speaks of the Ark. ‘

1. Graetsz, ope cite, D 57s

2. Other: é‘b Cites Do 356.

3. Glaszer, bi Simon, History of Israel, Vole I,
Pe 17M.
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.Horeover the whole narrative of 1 Samuel 4, according to
which the capture of the Ark by the Philistines was regarded
as a terrible calamity, is deprived of all its meaning, un-
less the existence of a single Ark is asaumedel Since the Ark >
was the vital heart and center of the elaborate cult of rites
and ceremonies undei the old economy, the tabernacle at Shi-
loh, which had this Ark, was the one leglitimate sanctuary and
wags so recognized by devout Israelites in this age of 3:.1.2
The outward appearance of this tabernacle suffered chang-
es during its 300 years at Shiloh. Originally the tabernacle
was simply a tent in the wilderness and had only curtains at
the entrance to the courte But when Israel established it-
self in fixed dwellings, the house of God was permanently
eracted at sShiloh. Instead of the tents that were usually
pitched for the priests and the Levites, there were now
erected habitations built against or inside the court, which
not only served as dwelling places for the officiants at the
sanctuary but were also used for the reception and I’mstod&
of the gifts, that were brought as offerings to the sanct-
uarys These buildings in all probability supplanted entire-
ly the original tent-like structure around the court, so
that instead of the curtains at the entrance, there were
~ folding doors which were shut in the evening and opened

again in the morning.a

le Oehler clitey Do 356
2. Burrell .'f%;.v'ﬂ-s';me;, Wayfarers of the Bible.p- 129.
3« Keil-Delitzsch, op. gite, pPpe 50=51l.
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Thus a town, even on a larger scale than at Micah's
sanctuary, had sprung up around the tabermacle, 1 Samuel
4y 13, The sanctuary itself was so encased with buildings .
80 as to give it the appearance and name, palace ’2?‘_’?.!:
1 Samuel 1, 93 3, 3. As in liloah's sanctuary there was
a gateway, Judges 18, 16-17; 1 Samuel 1, 9 compared with
Exodus 12, 73 21, 6, with a seat inside the door posts or'
at the pillars which supported ite Here Eli sat in the
days of rel.léious or political solemnity and surveyed the
worshippers, as they camé up to the sanotua:w.i

Through the two passages in the hills around, many
Israelites poured; amid scenes of J.oyrulness and galety
to this sacred spots where the three great festivals of
the year were solamnizede® No doubt, the different tribes
had a great feeling of unity imparted to them through the
yearly gatherings at the festivals of Passover, Pentecost,
and Tabernaclege®

Here at Shiloh the regular sacrificial worship was of=-
ferede Tne offense taken at the lawless proceedings of
.Eli's sons shows that pious Israelites held to the exact

obseﬁnoe ¢.>f the Mosaic worship. The different kinds of
offerings are mentioned, the ‘-T"z'iv and the 71‘?3 y thus
designating that the sacrifices were in taote?

-Tha sacrifices offered by Elkanah and his family prove

this ocontention. Tlkanah was one of the ltrue Isra-

le Sta.nley 0 cltesy Do 416e 3
2. Caldecoity W. Shaw, The Tabsmacle, Its History and
Struature, p. 25.
% Tlallie, William Ge, A Manual of Bible History, De2ll.
4s Keil-Delitzsch, ope oite, De 4l




elites -that went year by year according to the instructions
of the 1;.' to the tabernacle to worship and sacrifice, As
soon as the boy Samel was weaned, Fannah brought him to Shi-
loh with a sacrifice of three oxen, an ephah of meal, and a
pltcher of wine, and gave Samel to Eli, when the bullock had
been offered in sacrifice as a burnt offering, The stiiking
circumstance that Samel's parents brought three oxen and yet
only one is spoken of as sacrificed may be explained very sim-
pPly, that that particular sacrifice is referrdéd'to, vhich ws
assoolated with the presentation of the boy, by virtue of
which the boy was consecrated to the Lord as a spiritual
sacrifice for life-long service at the sanctuary, But the
other two oxen served as the yearly teat_a:l. offering, that
is, the burnt offerings and thank offerings which Ellmnah A
presented year after year, The presentation of thess sacri=
flces the writer did not think needful to mention, simply
because it was taken for granted that Elimnah offered the
reat according to the losalc law,]l His sscrifiee on these
oocasions was looked forward to in his house as a grand
feast in which every member of the famlly had a portion of
the saorificial offerings.® Tms all the thecoratioc
institutions, as they exlsted under loses and Joshus,

are iIn all essentials matters :J:.-olummletl.8

1' Keil=Dslitzach gn. (-] ﬁ..'p. 2%

8. SMIOY. Q. Bit.-’ Pe ° ;

3, Oehler, op, 61t., Ppe 35656=356, This disproves the oon-
tention madé by Oesterley and Robinson in th eir book He
%&_!lﬂ.gﬁ Ps 65, that Moses would have fa iled to recognise

worship at the time of Solomon because of the change
during this period; and Mercer's sbsolutely wrong conjecture
that the settlement in Canaan prepared Israel's mind for &
realization of the great thought monotheism, which at Ell's
time was not fully impressed upon the minds of the people,
The Life and Growth of Ism‘l. 9.48.

T
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But at this time when some God-fearing Israelites were
going year by year to the house of God at Shiloh to worship
and saorifice before the Loxd, the house of God was being
Profaned. As has been noted beforg, the priests were mostly
to blame for this corruption. Not satisfied with their
legally allotted portions, but succumbing to their ra.pa.'cioua
greed, they robbed the people of their rightful sacrificial
portions "So they did unto all the Israelites that came
thither," 1 Samuel 2, 14.1 But worse than this robbery was
the sacrilege that they committed in the tabernacle of God.
Their roasting the flesh of the sacrificial animal before
the fat had been burned on the altar was equivalent to rob-
berfy of Gode. This was the worat orime that Eli's sons
commi tted. 2

This entire corrupt procedure aroused the longsuffering
people to exasperation. They wers ready to give the priests
as much as thelr hearts desired if only they first would
burn the fate Such sinful conduct as this thereby brought
the sacrifice of God into contempte "Men abhorred the of-
ferings of the Lord," 1 Samuel 2, 17 It furnished an occas-
ion for blasphemy. Thus the robbery which they commit ted
was small in comparison with the contempt of sacrifices,
which they were the means of spreading among the people.3

But this was not their whole offense. Eli's sons
profaned the taberacle with whoredom, 1 Samuel 2, 22

le Meyer; Ope Cite, Do 3l.
8. Keil-Delltzsch, ope oites Ps 35
3. Ibid. g
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Josephus relates' that they were guilty of impurity witﬁ the
Women that came to worship God, obliging some to submit to
their lusts by force and enticing others through brl.bas.l
If this is true, then it was possible that the dances and
assemblies of women in the vinmﬁa and before the sa.;:md
tent, Judges 21, 21, gave occasion to these debaucheriese.?® °
lore probably, the fornication was committed with the women
employed outside of the temple to prepare the saored bread,
to look after the sacred garments, and to lead the sacred
songs and dances, in which others of their sex from all
tribes joined at the great festivalse Indeed, the popular
poetry and rusic were left mainly in the hands of women till
David's time, Bxodus 38, 83 Psalm 68, 203 Judges 5, 123

11, 343 1 Samuel 2, 1l=113 18, 6=9« The female sex was not
employed in cleaning the sacred tent, because they were ex-
cluded from part of ite These women the sons of Eli at-
tempted to corrupt. Probably not all of them were affected
with the shameful sin into which some sesem to have been
seduced«® This open profligacy at the door of the taber-
nacle created a great scandale. All the people that came

to Shiloh heard of these priestly vices.

Clearly, this desecration and licentiousness ‘caused
much alienation of the people from the sanctuarye Even the
people’s worship at Shilch was not on the high plane that it
a.hould have been. Eli's groundless susploion that gannah was

L. Josephus, _O_Eo gitey Vs X, 1o
2. Stanley, 9pe gites Po 418e
3« Geikie, ops. cifs, pe 26
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drunk as ske prayed silently for a long time to Jehovah
throws 1ight on the deplorable condition of the worship.

Since such wickedness in Mia own.consecrated priest=
hood was especially hateful to Him, God planned to put anc ¢
end to this dishonor of His name, Before He interposed in
judgment, He sent a "man of God" to the aged Ell to amnounce
the judgment which was about to fall upon the worthless
priests of Fis house, In order to arocuse Eli's own con=
solence the prophet pointed out to Ell, on the onme.hand, the
grace manifested by God in the choice of his house to keep
God's sanctuary, and on the other hand, the deseoration-of the
sanctuary by the evil deeda of his sonsa,

Then followa the sentence for his guilt. The deepest
dlagrace would come upon these despisers of the Lord, - The
members of his family were to die early deaths, They were
not however to "be removed from the. service at the sanctuary
. but to: thelr Eliﬁa deaoendunta were to survive the fall of
the unctuary. But the Lord would ralse up a faithful priest
and cause him to walk before His annointed, and from him all
that were left of the house of Ell would be obliged to beg
their bread.l

As further punlshment Ell would see the distress of the _
temple. One of his own family would serve at the altar of
God to witness the decay and pine away in grief in consequence.
As a sign for this Eli's two sons Hophni and Phinehas would
both dle on ono day to show that the m!.liment would be car—
ried out to its fullest extent,® .

1. Keil=-Delitzsch, on. e!.t.. Pe 98,
8. Ib’.dn. PPs 44
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Another sign of religious decay In.Israel wis the lack
of direct revelation from Gods- Godhad promised Fis people
that Heo would send prophets at all times, Deuteronomy 18,
15ffe But aa revelation rx;on God presupposed susceptlbllity
on the part of man, the un belief and dlsobedience of the
people might reatrain the fulfillment of this and similar
promises, and God might even withdraw His word, Amos 8, 1l-12,
to punish the 1dolatrous nations, Such a time as thia,
when revelations were rare, arose under Eli,l No doubt
this explains the strange comment of 1 Samel 3, 7 that
"Sanmel did not yet know the Lord, neither was the word of
the Lord yet revealed to him," The intercourse which God
had established in prophecy betwsen Himself and His people
had temporarily ceased, This silence of prophecy was & sipgn
that God had withdrawn from {srael and conseguently a grave
punishment, Lamentations 2, 93 Psalm 74, 9. 2

That helps partially to sxplain the faot that no Impor=-
tant edition was made during this perlod to the religlious
knowledge of the people, No mew revelation concerning the
Hessigh was given, except the many dellverers had forshadowed
the great Deliverer.dz Although the messlanic hope was en=
shrined in the ceremonial systom of the Jews, which was in
fil].l operation, and although the messianic prophecles of old
were & great source.of comfort to a faithful few,® "the word

Le Iblde; Do 48, = :

2 Oehlor, op. olt., ps 3634

S» Gelkle, m-.mo'. po.ﬂlc .
4, Burrell, 22.@00 pPe 129,
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of the Lord was precious in those days," 1 Samuel 3, 1. In
fact after the "man of God" announced to Eli God's punishment
upon his house, "there was no open vision" until Samel‘'s,

Although there were no series of inspired propehts con=
veying the divine blessons either by mouth or written trea-
tlses, God's leasons to the mation were commnicated by events,
Israel was taught most impressively that the way of the trans-
gressor 1s hard, but that the fear of God is the highway to
blessing,l The great lesson in guarding sin, its hatefulness
in God's eyes, and the certainty of 1ta punishemnt, was con-
tinually renewed by the events of prov;donoe. Every public
event served to show that righteousness gnlteth a nation,
but that sin 1s the reproach to any peopl.o. £ Such was the
dlvine mode of teaching in Eli's day until Sammel was estab=
lished in all Israel as the prophet of the Lord, § Samuel 3,
80-81l, This in fact was God's mode of branding His utter
anger and wrath upon the degraded priesthood and the idola-
trous people,

1, Blaikle, op, olt.s Ps 212,
26 Ib,.d.’ Pe le
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Be The Decline of the torship of Johovah amcng the People

Three sentences reyoated fregquertly and emphatically

in Judges sum up the religlous decline among the people in
the days of Fii, "In those days there was no king In Tarmel,
but every men 414 that which wes right in hWis own eyes."

"he childrer of Isrucl 41d evil in the slght of the Lord,"
"The childron of Isracl oried unto the Lord,": Tims and

1m0 agaln God had heard Tsrael's cry of distross as they

were oppreassed by Canaanite natlons, when they had reponted
from their 1ldolatry and immorality. But after each deliverance
thgy had fallen into the same apostasy. Thus they showed their
constant inolination to forsake the pure m:_nhip of the

true God and to fall into fdolatry and sinful practices of

~ thetir pelﬁ‘:boraoe

The neighboring 1dolatrous :tz-!.hu played ahdw
role in lsading the Febrows into false worship. JIrruptlons
of great hordoa of Hidianites and'aﬁlle‘klt_oa from the sast,
the Hoabitas and Amorities in the south, the Phillatines in
the west, and '!;‘10 Proaniclans i!; t;he. north penetrating the
1and left traces of tholr idol and image worship In Israel.®

" The tdoldtrous worship of the Phoeniclan deities, Baal
and Astarte, risesabove all othora in seducing the IsraeliSes
fron thelr rightful alloglance to Gode It 1s marked unryuha_ro

1 layer, op. clk .p 14
) Blathieotonerait o B2,
* 3o Oshler, DD os Do S06s

B &t Rttt CECMRRNE 0 | 1| | | |
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by the image and the altar, or the grove of olive round the
sacred oak on which the altar was erected, Rellcs of such
worship continued long afterwards in the mames dervied from
this false worship, both of places and persons, "Everywhere
throughout the land lingered traces of the old idolatrous
sanctuaries, Even in families, such as that of Saul's, we
£ind that the title of the Phoenlclan god appears as in
names s0 common in Tyre and Carthage, 1 G!n'o'n!.o'.l.u 8, 30,
353, 54." - Because Baal was the chief male deity of the Ca=
naanites, worshipped by the different nations with peculiar
modifications and therefske: designated by various -eplthotl .

. the plural Baalim was used to denote all false deit!.ea.l
The most distinct and pecullar mark of the Phoenician WoRsSHP AT

this time 1s that of the cities congregated in leagues
round such a temple of Baal, called Baal-Berith.3

Greater danger lurked within the land that Israeel had
conquered, The; heathen people, whom the Israelites had per—

-mitted In the -land contrary to God's command, proved to be

a thpbn in the rlesh, For these people who had been rendered
merely tributary, not only seduced the people to the.service
of the Canaanitish gods, but graduslly regained the mastery

1. Stanley, 9_3‘._ cite, pe 324, Stanley mentions a long -
list of these such as Baal-Gad, Baal=Fermon, atc,

2. Kell~Delitzsch, Judzes, p. 268, Baal was the sun=god,
"the vehicle and sourco_ég'ﬁysioal-ure. and of the genmera=.
tive and productive power of nature, which was regarded as
an affluence from its own being," Astarte is the fermale
counterpart of Baal, the Greek Aphrodite, "the leading fe-
male deity of the Canaanitish tribes, a moon=-goddess, who
was worshipped as the femle p:'!.ncipie of pature embodied
int the pure moonlight," which had its influence upon ter-
restial life. Graets, op. oit. , ps 164, "In honor of .
Astarte, half-frantic. youthdand menfutilated themselves.
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!;l; i1solated parts of the land.l This situation paved the
" way for many intermarriages between the Hebrews and the
heathen, which wrought much havoc with the true worship
of Jehovah. Sinful mixed marriages among the Hittites,
Amorites, éeﬂ.zxttes, Hivites, and Jebusitea tended very :
strongly to lead Israel to serve false gods and to intro-
‘duce a low immorality, Judges 3, 564 .

. But tﬁe i-eu'aon for Israel 's fondnesa of idolatry lies
not so mouh with the cutward heathen attraction as with the
inward inclination of their sinful flssh, The fact that
the old desire for ldclatry returned again and again clearly
shows that a p_ué‘, spiritual worship 1s distakteful to_the
natural heart, ien do not relishfoming into heart=to=heart
contact with the unseen flod, In fact, the ways of God are
foollish to them, ' They are m:_je'pu'tlnl to a worship conduct-
~ed through images a.nd symbols, For this reasson the Israel=
- 1tes were always lapsing into 1:161:.“:&3 This natural long-
ing for the material instead of the spiritual manifesta 1tself
in their olinging to their century-old domestic deitles U 92H 5
AJust as the heathen were bolerant with regard to the recog=
nition of deities of other nations and did mot refuse to ex-
tend this recomnitlon even to Jehowah, 20 the Israclltes
. were tolamtfthe Baafls of the nations, whose sensuous
nature=worship wasymore grateful to_tho corrupt hurt of man
than the spipitual-Jehovah-religlon, with its solemn demands
for sanctification of 1ife,™ | :

1, Oehlar. _0_2- o] to. De 564, -
2. Bh’.kie, o C1Ge, Po 218,
3¢ Keil-Dalitzsch, Samel, Dps “30
4. K'Dil-lbli‘hlseh. :Ean B9 Pe m
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With regard to the nature of the Baal and Astarte wor=
ship, into which the Israelites constantly fell after the
death of Joshha, sinking deeper and deeper with time; 1t is
evident from the alluslona contained in the history of .
Gideon, that it 4id not consist of direct opposition to the
worship of .Tahovah;. nor did 1t involve any formal rejection
of Jehovahy but it is evident that it was simply a synore=
tism of Jehovah worship with the Canaanitish mature-worship,l
In fact, this dangerous blending of the worship:of Jeéhokmh
with heathenism usually began in a seoningly innocent way,
The wérship of Gideon instituted at Shechem, Judges 8, 333
9, 4, 46, shows the dangers into which achlsmtiul wor-
shlp led, After he had destroyed the worship of Beal and
delivered Israel from the oppression of the lilddianites,
Gldeon prepared an ephod designed to furnish a means of
Interrogating the dlvine will, ¥is motive for separating -
from the legltimate sanctuary ray pertaps be due to the
fact that Shiloh was situated-in Ephraim, which was hos=
tile to him, As with other schismatical worships, Gideon's
facllltated the relapse of the people to the worship of
Baal, this time Baal=Berith.2

Another rival éanctuary of Shiloh, more noteworthy;
1s that of the Denites. This sanctuary had its beginning
in. the worship that Mloah established in his own house.With money
stolen from his mother, Micah hf.d constructed two silver

i - Kail-nelitnch dﬁgs '
2: Oehler, op. o!.t':., Pe '97 'I‘ho dogmdnt!.on of this wor-
ship caused the change of Gideon's name from that of Jerub=-
blnl. 1 Samuel 12, 11, to that of -‘I'wubboahoth. 2 Samael 11,



images, one sculptured, one molten, clothed in a mask and
priestly mantle, so as to represent as nearly as possibly
the priestly oracle at Shiloh, l!.ol:h was particularly for—
tunate in obtaining a wandering Levite from Bethlehem=Judsh
as his consecrated pz'!.oat.l

But the migrating tribe of Dan stole the equipment from
Micah's sanctuary and convinced the Levite to serve the en-
tire tribe which felt that they needed a sanctuary because
of thelr 1solation from the central worship imn Shiloh, Thmus
undexr his auspices on the green hill by the sources of the
Jordan a new sanctuary was buillt, This worship remained un=-
disturbed duringall the time 8t the Bouse of fod was In
Shiloh," Judges 18, 30, 31, The wandering, ambitious, law=-
less priest Jonathan and his sons were "priests to the trite
of Dan until the day of the oaptivity of the 1and."® Whether
thia sanctuary had degraded into gross ldolatry as that of
Gideon's we are not told, but nevertheless this rival sanc=
tuary bad been constructed contrary to God's command,

Like Micah, no doubt others turned thelr houses into
shrines and had similar imges as oracles, Domestic altars
. were mrected throughout the land. Foul orgles of shameless
impurity were rife everywhere, The central sanctuary at
Shiloh was not reoog.-n!.zed- by all.as the only authorized place
of sacrifice, Even durtng Israel's wanderings in the wildee-~
ness under the supervision of loses, the people could not be

L. Stanley, op. cit., pp. 3£68=3382,

82, Ibid, Was this Jonathan the son of Hoses lManasseh?
The Hebrew of Judges 18, 30 compared with 1 1cles 23,

16=16 indicates the probability that Jonathan was the grand=
son of lioses
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brought, as is evident from Leviticus 17, B,and Deuteranomy
. 125 8, to renounce the euatcm of ncr!.ﬂo!.ng in any place they
.. might choose, How much :I.eu. thon. mld this bo uoonpnahod
at a time when there n.a no !.nd!.vldull ot wo-emtnent influ=
ence to enforce the law, Therefore the scattered people,
dwelling among the Canaanites and entering into religlous inter-
course with them, mingled the heathen cuatoma with the wor=
ship of Jehowvah and even addicted themselvea in a great de=
gree to the adoration of t’ﬁe old gods of the land

Thus the idolatry into which Israel repsatedly fell had
its Yoots in synoretism, which was altogether irreconcilable
with the nature of the true religion. By so doing they had
distorted the'puri.ty and holiness of God, and. thus actually
foraoock their God, They were tragically wrong in supposing
that the worship of Jehovah oould even be outwardly continued
in connection with 1dolatrous worship, dJust as in case of
the nations,the mutual recognition of their different del-
ties waz manifested by the fact that they all called their
supreme deity by the same name Basl, #o the Israelites
imagined wrongfully that they could worship the Baals of
the mml nations round about them along with Jehowvah,
their covensnt God, especially if they worshipped them in
the same mamner as their covenant Gods” No wonder them that
this sinful synoretism ended in gross ldolatry. Israel 's
covenant God was soon completisly forgottens "The children

o.hlar’ L] Git.. Pa. 556. e
2., l'a!.l-na]. zaT Judges, Ps 270¢
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of Israel forsook Jehovah, the God of their fathers, which
brought -them up out of the land of Egypt, and followed other
gods, of the gods of the people round about them, and bowed
themselves unto them," Judges 2, 12,

Moral decay set in together with idolatry. Even the
Fazarite Samson, who had been set aside from his birth by
a command of God, succumbed to the existing laxity of morals.
To give us a graphic picture of the debauchery of the age,
the author of Judges added illuminating appendices at the
end of his booke One of the related episodes in particular
leaves the reader without words to express the degradation
of morals adequately. The men of Gibeah of the tribe of
Benjamin had committed an outrage, calling to mind the
orimes of Sodom, on a concubine of a Levite. It was a
violation of the sacred rites of hospitality, as wéll as
an act of unequalled iniquity. So dastardly was the deed
that Israel at its lowest ebb rose in anger to avenge the
outrages That the perpetrators of such a orime were even
defended by the entire tribe of Benjamin shows the lawless-
ness of the age.

The constant. intermarriage with the heathen helped to
bring about this low immorality. Although God had warned
His people' of ten against this sin of mixed marriages, Is-
rael nevertheless indulged in it freely. - A few voices
Were raised against this wicked practice, yet the custom
of the day prevailed. Manoah's protest against Samson's
marrying a Philistine was to no avail.s Consequently, this

le Geikie, OPs gltes; Do 19.
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8in of intermarriage led to Israel's forsaking God and liv-
ing on the same moral level as the ‘heathene. _
Also rampant at this time was polygamy. No one was
Publicly censured for having concubines. Later Saul in-
dulged in the royal luxury of polygamy which was the
faghion of the oriental courts. But the undermining ef=-
fect of this practice was keenly felt in many homes. Even
Elkanah, who no doubt brought a second wife into the home
because of Hannah's barrenness, experienced misery. His
home was filled with bickering and strife, augmented as
child after child was born to Peninnah. Hannalg became
the subject of biting sarcasm and bitter taunts. Her
pain reached its climax at Shiloh, where she received
but one portion in contrast to the many that Peninnah

and her children rece:I.Ved-l

The practice of polygamy
had made such inroads that even pious Isra.al:lﬁaa had no
conscience scruples about having more than one wife. ..
But amid the ever-gowing apostasy af the times and
the decline in morels, a few households remained faith=-
ful to Jehovahe Two families in particular stand out in
this lawless age as shining examples of true godlinesse
The lineage from which David, and eventually the Messiah,
viould spring furnishes us such an example of p:l.et_y in
deys of religious decay. Partiocularly the story of
Ruth's becoming one of the few G\entﬂe ancestresses

of Christ affords a peaceful glimpse of an every-day

l. Meyer, Ope Cite, DDe 16.17¢

mwas
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life, that was more the exception than the rule in those dayse.
The outstanding feature is the intense religiousness pervading
the entire narratives It breathes of the lofty spirit of
Jehovah at every turmn. Zven certain Levitical customs, mno
doudt neglocted in such disorganized times as these, were
obeyed by God-fearing Boaze The grandfather of David permit-
ted the poor to glean in hig fields according to Mosaic orxd-
inance, Leviticus 19, 93 23, 22. The old Jewish marriage
custom that required’ the nearest relative of the dead hus-
band to become hig "gdel" or redeemer by buying back his in-
heritance, if estranged, and by marrying his widow, if ghe
were childless, to raise up & seed to the déCeased, that

"his name should not cease in Israel," was fulfilled in all
its details by Boaz in his marriage to Ruth, the livabitess,
Deuteronomy 25, 7-10.T That such convictions still found a
home in Israel shows that there were a few who looked to
Jehovah as the God of their salvation.

The family of llkanah affords the second example of
true piety in Iarael in these wild and evil times. In spite
of his polygauy, vihich seems to have been prompted by Han=-
nan's barrenness, he, togethex with his whole family was
devoted to Gode TYearly, in conpliance with the law, he
went up to Shiloh to worship and sacrifice with his ﬁives
and children. .

But it is on one individual of the house of Elkanah
that our attention is especially fixed, his beloved but

l. Geilkie; opes cites DDe 22=24.
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ochildless wife Wannah, She,especially of the entire fami-

1y, was saturated with the most splendid traditions and

hopes of her people. "Stricken with an agony of grief for

the anarchy and confusion around her, she longed with pas=-

slonate desire to enshrine her nobleat. self in a child that

would rescue the nation and set it on an enduring foundation,"L

M prayer, fulf1illed vow, and song of praise showed ‘L'he-

depth of her religious feelings and convictions, Pouring mt

her so:l in contirnmal praying to Jehovah of hosts,® "she

held out her cup of trial, that 1t might becomes a cup of

salvation." Fer love for God prompted her to fulfill her

vow by dedioating hei son Samuel as a Nasarite for a 1ife=long

service, Her song of thanksgiving is ond of the first hymms,

the direct model of the first Christian hym the Magnifiecat,

which has an indlcatior of the ooming greatnesa of the Anjfoint- .

ed King as typifled by the I:ings that God would gilve III‘IOIQ‘

The new name of God «jr24: 717} as used by Hamnnah in this

' first instance of silent prayer shows tha‘lfom in the darkest

hours of Israel some belived that God was ruling and guarding

the universe,® : :
But far too few Israelites placed thelr trust in God.

As has been noted above, the majority had sucoumbed to the

1, leyer, op, clt., pe 18, :
8: Ke!.l-l’)d'ﬂzao :'Saz;ne:l: pPe 7o Hamnah's prayer was based

upon a new name for Uod, Jehovah of hosts, which ocours for
the first time here, being uniknown in the iosalc period and
in §h° u:ge of -Tudg::. Itnlsoota are In Genesis 2, 1.
» yor', Op. o Pe
4, Btﬂnl;y';no O Gt#.’ Pe 41%.
5S¢ Kell=-Delitzsch, Samel, p. 7.
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Prevalent idolatry, and some even had contempt for the
Worship of Jehovahe Israel truly was a sinful natione
The cup of iniquity for Israel vas full and rumming oveTe
Therefore Israel needed not so much a physical deliver=- .
ance from the bondage of the heathen as a spiritual
liberation from sin and idolatry.

God set about to do both for Israels But if Israel
was to be delivered from the bondage of its enemies, it
was necessary, first of all, that it be redeemed from
the bondage of sin, that its false confidence in the
visible pledges of the gracious presence of God should
be broken by heavy judgments, and the way prepared for
its conversion to the Loxd, its God, by deep !mm:ll:la-
 tiomel God first had to plow up, as it were, the soil
of Israel's souls by deep humiliation and heavy judg-
ments, before the seced for a revival in religion could
be planted. :

le Keil=Nelitzsch, Samuel, pe 2e



- Ce The Punishment of God

With H!.; honor at stake 1n His own sanctuary and tl.th-_
His own name desecrated by Hia people, God, following His
past customary proced:re of si:!.rr!.nf; up enemies as punishing
rods for the children of Iarael, set lhol'ﬂi to fulfill Wis
prophecy made to Eli by a man of God and by‘ﬂmol. Ilml's'
arch-enemy, the Philistines was the 641 in God's hands to
humiliate Israel and arouse them from their spiritual lethar=
g8y and carnal security, .

On the evening of the day when Iarael had lllff;l..“d a
preliminary defeat at the hands of thg Philistines in the'
battle of Aphek, 1 Samel 4, 2, the elders of Israsl cheld
8 councll of war, It was evident that thelir defeat must be
attributed to some fallure in their relation to Jehovahe
They- said, "Wherefore hath the Lord auﬁtton ue today?"

They thought of a happy expedient by which they might
compel God to enter into the fray and take sides against the
fos, "Let us fetch the Ark of the covenaht of the Lord out
of Shiloh...that it.,.may save us ocut of the hand of our
enemios," . They had remembered the wonderful scenes in which
the Ark had played a-pari:, how the ni_;ers of the Jordan were
dlvided before 1t and how the walls of Jerfcho had fallen
down, Its going forth hed always meant the scattering and
£1ight of Jehovah's foess Surely it would do the same thing

a



again.l

Thus the Israelites misplaced their confidence in the
Ark, "It shall save us..." It was no longer Jehovah but
the material Ark that was the hope of the tribesmen and their
elders.? To them it was expedient to turn the sacred relic
of religion into an engine of war, as the heathen did, 2 Sam-
uel 5, 21. They wanted to force God's hend. They did not
realize that God's present help did not depend on the presence
of a material symbol but on moral end spiritusl conditions
which they should have set themselves to understand and fulfill,
Therefore they oerried the Ark into battle in the belief that
the saored symbol would guarsntee victory. By staking the
'most sacred pledge of their religion to pull them through
8x opere operato instead of hasving faith in what- this sym-
bol stood for, Israel showed itself to have misplaced its trust
in the sin of superstition.? '

Probebly no one but Eli had misgivings about this plan,
for Ywhen the Ark of the covenent oame into the camp, all Is-
Trael shouted with a great shout, so that the esrth rang.* For
this eot of national spostasy Eli must have been most un-
willing to allow the Ark to leave its sacred emclosure, for
"his heart trembled for the heart of God." But he had yleld-
. ed too often and too long to sustain a successful protest,
‘although without his permission the Ark was not to be removed

1. Hﬂyer, (] °1t.' pp. 51' 52.
2. (Oesldecott, op. cit., p. 28.
-3. Steanley, op. cit., pp. 420, 421.



from ghiloh.l

Therefors God had to demonstrate to.His people that
the mere possession of the Ark was valueless as long as :
strange gods were temaciously cherished and the adlomina-
tions of the heathen constantly pursued.® In order to
show Israel that He would not dwell in a nation of idola=
trous and superstitious apostates, God permitted Israel to
suffer a d:lsa.atroua_defeat. and, worst of all, to allow His
Ark to be captured by the Philistines. To t'ea.oh-a.n Israel
that the symbols of His gracious presence were of value to
those only who seek the help of God by sincere repentance,
God permitted Israel to suffer this catastrophes®

The shock that shook pious Israelites, when the Phil-
istines captured the Ark in the battle of Aphek, is best
realized by the reaction of this defeat upon Eli and the
wife of Phinehas. It was not the defeat of the army or
the death of his sons that broke Eli's neck; the bitter
pill that Eli could. not swa.llqw was the capture of the 1'\.:!.'k.‘i

It was the same story with Phinehas' wife. Not even
the birth of a living son could arouse here %“Their priests,"
exclaims the psalmist, "have fallen, and their widows made
no lamentations," 1 Samuel 4, 19.203 Psalm 78, 64. W:lt_h

her, as with her father-in-law, her whole soul was absorbed

le Meyer, ope Cite, Do 52.

2. Ibids, 3o 5ge’

3. Stanley, op. oits, pe 422.
4. Ibid. :
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in one thought, and with her last breath she gave to the
ohild a name that should be a memorial of that awful hour,
"Ichabod." "The glory is departed; for the Ark of the Lord
1s taken." There was expressed the whole significance of
this calamity. It wasg known later as "the day of captiwity."
It was an epoch which brought to a close the irregular wor-
ship at Dan, Judges 18, 30. "God had delivered His strength
into captivity, and His gloxry into the enemies' hands,"
Psalm 78, 61.1 .

Such a calamity was appalling in an age which associat
ed the presence of God with a symbol now lost. To the
ignorant it would doubtless seem ag if, in gaining the Ark,
the Philistines had also secured the presence and aid of
Jehovahs It was a tragedy for the tribes to have lost their
God, but to find Him in the hands of their enemies was a dis-
aster of inexpressible magnitude.2 Fymag:

Misfortune followed on misfortune in the succeeding
yearse After the Israelites in frantic haste had borne
away the remnants of the sacred tent of God and its fumiture,

Shiloh, the religious capital, was speedily laid in ashes.

le Sta.nley. OPe Cltes Po 422, Blaikie, ope cite., P. 319.
"If the fall of i‘%oy-ﬁppened as is supposed about 1184, it
would be contemporary with the age of Eli and Samson, and
thus, while the house of Priam was approaching its downfall
through the lawlessness of Paris, that of Eli was hastening
to its end through the profligacy of Hophni and Phinehasj
and the aged king of Troy may have breathed his last amid
the blazing ruins of his capital at the time when Eli was

rostrated by the loss of the Ark, and when the great judge
Samson), whom a woman had betrayed and ruined, was perform=
ing his last achievement against the Philistines."

2« Gelkie, OPe cites Do 29.
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We catch a glimpse of massacre with fire amd sword and of a
city sacked snd plundered by mthleas invaders in the words

of Psalm 78, 56-63.0 = ° - e :

In these few verses is also given the reason for this

utter destruction. "Yet they tempted and provoked the most
.high God, end kept not his testimonies: But turned back,

and dealt unfaithfully like their fathers: They were turned
@gside like a deceitful bow. For they provoked Him to anger
w:l.th. their high places, end moved Him to jealousy with their
graven imeges. When God hesrd this, He was wroth, and great-
1y sbhorred Israel: So that he forsook the tabernmacle of Shi-
loh, the tent which he placed among.men; And delivered His
strength into captivity, and his glory into the enemy's hand,
He geve His people also over unto the sword; and was wroth
with his inheritence. The fire consumed their young men;

and their maidens were not given to merriage. Their priests
fell by the sword; and their widows made no lamentation."

From the deeth of Eli on, Shiloh lost all its importance

and sunk into obsocurity. For centuries 1% hed been the
national holy place of Israel. Thither the faithful had
come, yesr after year, for the great feasts to pour out their
burdened hearts, like Hannsh, before the lLord or to rejolce
together on the greet holidays. Here also, no doub%, the
viotories of the nation had been celebrated. But all this
was now over. Shiloh lingered indeed, in significance, not

1. wer, op. g'i_t_o' P. 56
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Wholly deserted, 1 Kings 11, 20; Jeremiah 41, 25, but
gradually sinking to such desolatlon that its fate was
olted by the prophets as a warning to those who trusted :
in the safety of Jerusalem because 1t possessed the temple,
Jeremiah 7, 14; 26, 6, 9, The name Shiloh became a proverb
for destruction and desolation, "Go ye now unto My place
which was in Shiloch, where I set My name at the first, and
see what I did to it for the wickedness of My people Israel,"
Jeremian 7, 1.1 :
Surely, the condition Gf Israel, both ra].igionaly and
politically, had sunk to its darkest and Wors$ in these
early days 6f Sammel's life. The Ark was in enemy's handsjp
Shiloh, the national religlous center, was bmrned; and the
Philiatinea,l stimlated by past successes, were pushing on
to the conqueat of the whole contry, Many of the Hebrews
: were forced to serve in the Philistine ranks against thelr
omn countrymen, 1 Samuel 14, 21, In fact, they had been forced
to betray Samson to the Philistines, Judges 16, 11l. To
check any future uprising, the Phillstines succeeded fairly
well in keeping Israel from forging weavons by shutting up
Israelitish amith's forge and forcing the people to go down
to the plains to the Phllistines just to sharpen a plowshare .
Twenty years of Philistine oppression followed, 1 Samel 7,2,
and it seemed as if the whole land would finally pass into
the hands of that nat!.o:;m and that Israel would perish as a
nation.2 Thus God was teaching His people that deliverance

1. Gelkle, ov, cite., pPe 114,
2. Ibid.’ pp. { ] ﬁ.



from oppression and dominion of ‘its foes was absolutely
impossible without its inward conversion to him,

So ended the perlod defined as that during which "the
house of God was in shiloh," Judges 8, 51. Socended the .
pericd of the supremacy of the tribe of Ephraim, for God
"forsook the tabvernacle of Shiloh,.e.He refused the taber=
nacle of Joseph, and chose not the tribe of Ephraim," Psalm
78, 60, 67, So ended the =t1ll wider period of the first
division of the history of the chosen peopls in the over=—
throw of the first -sanctuary. A "captivit¥" had brought

_an end the first period in Jewish history which lasted from
loses to El1,l

1. stanle,’ 22. _c_u.’ p. 6250
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IX, The Religious Reformation under Samel
A« The Religious Revival among the People

The revival of the nation from the ruins of the first
sanctuary begins the second period.of Jewish history, when
the "Lord awalkened as one out of slesp...and chose the
trive of Judah, the iount Zion, which We loved,” Psalm 78,
65, 68, That period called the "pure" thecoracy was rapld-
1y drawing to ax end. Soon was to begin the new and untried
future, which was to last £ive hundred years, the period
of the monarchy under the control of a new tribe with a
"new ocapital.l

To unite the old and the new together God had placed
Samiel in a strateglc position. In this crisis of God'y
chosen people, second only to the Exodus in importance,
Samuel, second only to loses, was the qualified leadex to
lead Israel out of its spiritual wilderness, His word had
already come to all Israel. "All Israel from Dan even to
Beersheba Inew that Samuel was established to be a prophet
of the Lord," 1 Samuel 3, 20, The wreck of all the hopes
and associatlions which clustered around the tab.ernaole
placed Samuel in a position of great responsibility and
power, In the failure of the high-priestly power, whatever
of law and guidance remained, was held by him.2

The defeat of Israel, the death of Eli and his sons,

1, Stanley, op. olt., pps 426, 429,
2: Gl.‘.l.decoi.:t-.'eég. ﬁo' ;i 30:
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the overvhelming calamities that followed left the tribes
without a sanctuary and vlrtu;zlly without'a high priest,
8ince Ahltub, the eldest son of Phinehas, was too young

for the office,l Since the high priesthood almost lost

all its significance for a considerable time after the
death of El1, all Israel had their eyes upon Samiel. 2 Fe
stood literally between the living and the. dead, between
the past and the future, between the old and the new, with
that sympathy for each, which, at such a time, was the best
hope for any permanent solution of the questions which tor-
mented 1t.3 -

Although Soripture is silent in regard to the years of
Sammel's 1ife following immediately after the overthrow of
the sanctuary, yet his sudden appearance g the people;
warning them against their idolatrous practices, throws
much light on his previous activitieas. What was léoompuahod
at the convocation at Mizpeh was the result of hard labor on
the part of Samuel during these silent but imporfant years.
Such a revolution in the fmner 1life of the people as manl=

. feated at Mizpeh, 1 Sammel 7, could only have been accom=

plished by degrees, Stolid !.ndirfmnce.-unthlnkins -light=-
ness, old habits of thought, the dislike for strictness, and
thg bias for idolatry were not easily to be ovoropm“ From
the firdt the work lay in raising end ennobling the moral

and religlous feelings of the race., Irregular wurship like

that of liicah or of Dan had to be wiped out, A1l this could

1le Gatkta, ODs Git.’ Pe 40, .
8+ Koil=Dalltzsch, Samel, p. 40.
Se Stanley, ODe clt,, Pe @
4310elkle, op. olf., p. 41.
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. only be accomplished after the apiritual leaven had steadlly
and gragually been sproad. '

But Sammel had the moral greatness and ability which
insured him success, ¥Wia mtngn manifested itself by
the three offices that he held in Israsl. For there were
united in this one person Israel's suprems prophet, its
virtual high priest, and its acimowledged ruler.l

Through the revelations from Jehovah he became known
as "Samuel ti-\a Scer", By that ancient name, older than any

other designation of the prophetic office, he wae known in
his own and aftertime, 1 Sammel 1, 95 11, 18, 193 1 Chroni=
oles 9, 22; 26, 28,2 But he was better inown as Samel the
prophet, As a prophet his one intention was to bring Israel
back to God, Two great objects he had to strive for so thal
a true reformation could be effected, Its first conditlon
was the restoration of political independence, The worship
of Jehovah could not be reinstated and rooted in a communiby
enslawed by the heathen, The natlonal spirit was ‘therefors
to be rekindled, The natiional unity must be recovered from
the anarchy into which 1t had been overwhelmed,® But this
could only be attained.by arousing a common religious feel=
ing, It was evident that only a widespread revival of reli=-
gion could save the people from rotting away from the very

" evils for which the ancient Canamanites had been dntroyed.‘

‘1. Gelkle, Ope 0lte; pe 55
8 Stanley, Spe oltes De 439,
Se G"’.kiﬂ. op. GT‘F:. Pe 37,
4. Meysr, op. oit., p. 64,
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Zeal for Jehovah alone would infuse in all the hearts an
enthusiasm which would give the Israelites vigor in action
to restore the grand ideal of individual end commmnity life.l
To effect this needed regeneration, Semuel set himself
%o educate his countrymen in his lofty and pure conceptions
of individual and national duty. Like John the Baptist, he
insisted, as the first step, on individusl repentauce of past
sins. BSpesking as a prophet in the nsme of Jehovah, he poured
forth his rugged denunoiation of sin. Having the ventage
ground of God's revelation end command, he urged the people
to put away the Fhoeniolan deities, which as' evils had eaten
into the nation's heart. Strengthening his appeals and
- protests by the vision and revelation.sccorded him, he
spoke with unwaivering sternness against idolatry as & orime
ageinst the invisible King of Israel. Gifted with a resdy
and forceful eloquence, he concentrated on the theme that
the heathen gods could neither help nor save. He declsred
that it was folly and sinful to consult lying oracles and
the jugglery of soothsayers 2
But not only convioting Isrsel of its transgression in
Torseking God, Samuel also held out to Israel its salvation,
- if only they would trust in Jehoveh. Fervently he exhorted
them to repent and lean entirely on God &s their present Help
in all trouble. Having arcused them from their lethargy, he
po:lrnted out to them Jehovah as their certain help in the future

l. Geikie « 0lt. Pe 37.
2. Glaar: gng. E‘: Pe 178.
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as in ages past. After having convinced them of the

root of all their sorrow and grisf, he proposed a sure remsdy
that would not fall thems Faving 'd‘amajf_:rdt_'od to Israel

its fooldshness ard oerta!.-n doom,. m;';e_u they repent, by
relating the history of their. fathers and of the heathen
“natlons, Samel polnted to the coming Messiah, the Seed

. of the woman, the Prophet like unto Hosea as further resson

- why they should seek God.l In faot, Samel's plous life,
concerning which. Soripture does not rention even one of 1its
imperfections, and his three=fold office of prophet, priest,
and judge may have been typilcal to some plous Israelites of
the greatest Deliverer yet to coma.

Thus Samuel preached vigorously both the law and Gos=
pel wherever he went, While lioses had commanded the people
to come to him that he might declare.God's will to the‘m..

. Exodus 18, 14-16, Sammel visited -any citles of the land,

He 414 not walt for the people to come.to him to address
them, But he traveled through the land, now at the historlec
8lte of Jericho, then at’ the anclent heighta of Carmel, or
Shiloh, Nob, Hebron, witnessing to the vast gatherings of
deeply moved and repentant people.® Throughout the land he
appointed public meetings and announced to the multitudes
the lessons revealed to him by the 8pirit of Gods

Thas his word went out to the whole land and 4id not
return void. . Commnicated at first to his own circle at

1, Acts 3, 24—“Iea and all the pronheta from Samuel.es
have :I.i.lnaﬂ.se fortold of these daya,"
2! HO,QI‘. Op. Oit.' Pe 67,
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Shiloh, Ramah, or other pho.u he 'l..llﬁ!d. hie smmomcements
Of divine will were carried thwough the landa The elders
' of the trlbes, who from time to tlime sought his counsel,
‘would carry back to their homes new aspirations to spread
through their nelghborhoods, Thus Samuel'a .on'thulhan per=
meated the nation. He used the striking parable, the measured
and ryti:m!.on_l expression, Mps vivld symbolical action,
to impress his ﬁords upon the hearers, Kindled by utterances
so momentoua in themne'lvoa and so strikingly enforced, it
1s no wonder that his fame as & prophet bad been establiatsd
while E1i st1ll 1ived, Hen repeatsd to each other all over
the land that the Spirit of Jehovah rested on Samiel, There
had been no prophet, in the higher sense of the word, since
the day of llioses, The fact that a aocond Iloau ‘had now been
mised up exuilted the hopes of all thnt a betf.'or time was at
hand,1

As its prileat Samel's hand also lald the couras for
Israel's. refurmation, The sanctuary having fallen into dis=-
use, and the agency of the high priesthood partislly suspended,
the medlatorship between God and His peopio reated with the
, propt:ét, who though not of pu-ieatly descent now performed
| sacriflclal ‘mervices in the presence of the people.? Samael’s
ml!.fioa.tlom for the priestly functions to offer up aaorl.ﬂ-
ces and intercessory prayers for Israel dopomldd neither on

e Getlcle, op. olte, Phe 41, 42
2, Oehler, :E. 'TF:: Pe -'561: ”
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his levitical deacent nor on his ‘Blzulto, but he performed
these duties solely by virtus of his prophetts unlng.:‘

As its virtual hi.gh_ priest, Samel was accustomed to
mgke the most of his visits.by sacrificing l!id-lQ hnﬂding _
up the people in fellowship with the Iord,® Since the regu-
lar high prlesthood was in. abeyance .and the conmi sanctu=-
ary was without its. ark, Samwel sacrificed at various pla=
cea, such as Ramh, széi:. Bethel, and Gilgal, This aid
not mean that the bounds !.mposed by the Mosalc la' wer'es. brok=-
en. tm-ough.abut simply that God had suspended them due to
the unique cirocumstances of the H.m. Thus Israel was to
attain to the experlence that:the m'eaenoo of God 1s not ocon=.
fined to the material ark, as Israel had so spperstitiously
belleved, Thus Samuel taught the pecple by this priestly
function of sacrificing that God muat be worshipped in spirit
and in truth, rather than in & mechanfoal and bartering way
after the ocustom of the heathen,

Not only by the spiritual povwer of the word and sacrifice,
but also by the efficacy of prayer; Samuel led Israel back
from the worship of dead 1dols to the 1living God, Frayer was
his ‘perpetual resort. Whether for all or only for one, he
never -ceased to pray. . Fs wozld havs oonsidered.it 'a sin if
he woulds "God forbid that.I should sin againat the Lord in
c.reaalng to imay' for you," Heny a sleepless night he apent
=

1. Ibu-‘nautzseh, Samuel, p. 24.
2+ Ibld., p. 16€.
Se Oahler, OD._clte., po. 361.q

-
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in. tears and intercessions,l
As Fannah in her prayer iiro had lv;ltl'ed mﬁh. so also

her pious acn, being m-ominontl;v" a ran of pnm. accom=
plished much for Israel. A pecullar v!.rt;uo was bo‘.l.l.md to
reslde in his mtereeasion. In later times evan' he was con=
splcuous among thoaelthnt "ca].'.l. upon the nm of tho Lord,"
Psalm 99, 63 2 Sammuel 12, 10, and thul was placed Il.th lblu

as " standing" in the special sense of attituda for prayer
"before the Lord," Jeremiah 15, 1.° ¥o wonder 'then Israel
later begged him, " Cease not to ory unto the Lord, our God,
for us," 1 Samuel 7, 8. 'For all Israsl realized how mighti-

1y he wrestled and prevailed in prayer, His own name testi=
fled to the power of prayer.

After the death of Eli, Samel stepped !.n Eli. 's place
as Judge, although not fully recdgnised as nuch until the
convocation at Mizpeh, Acknowledged even in Eu's time as
a prophet and after Eli's death as virtual high priest, it
was vut natural that he ahau!.d exerctse the Judgeship of tho
land, For the hopes of the yeu-a to come lay squarely upon
this last judge of Israel, The eyes of the nation were upon
him for deliverance. :

As judge he played an important part in bringing Israel
back to God, 'We realized that lsrael first had to £ight the
greater battle against the forces of darkmess and sin, before
1t oould succeessfully conquer tthe Philistines, First Israel

Lle Hoyer, op. cltie, pe 2435,
2. Stanleyo ope olfes pe 438,
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bhad to overcome the weakness of their flesh by warring
agalnst spiritual wickednesa in high places, hefore they
could tackle their traditional enemlies, The root of all
trouble first had to be removed, before its polsonous
shoots could be trampled out, This Samuel attempted to do
in his administratlon of justice in his journeyings,

His own record of blameless purity, integrity, and
righteousness helped his cause much in this respect, By
example of his own character he averted some decay and inter=-
nal corruption. Surpassing the men of his time in the love
of God, purity of heart, and unselfishness, he must have besn
a constant inspiration to them that came into contact with
him, Reveoring this great and illustrious man, who was both
statesman and saint in one, for the loftiness of his charac-
ter, Igrael must have felt the inspiration of his high 1deals,
idlth the law as a living force in ma\"l.tro, Samuel‘'s mammer
of livin: set up an 1deal for all to strive for. No lapses
into sensuality or selfishness, and no lawless deeds in that
wild lawless age marred his career, His was a beautiful life,
wholly dedicated to God and umtainted by the cormon sins of
the day, This moral grandeur of his character,wvhich helped
to arrest the ruin of the people, held Sammel in good stead
in the administration of Justice throughout the land, As a
Judge he was mcmptibleol _

Samel 414 not atand alone in bringing about this re=-
formation, The school of the propheta helped to prepare the
mihds of the people for a return to a bell.or-!.n Gods This

1, Heyer, op. cit., p. 38,




=48~

prophetic office began to develop from Samel's tims, om
which account the history of prophecy, properly speaking,
dates fronm samuel, Acts 3, 2a.l 1% ua a special alstine=
tion of Samel that with him began the long roll-call of
.‘l'ovl.-h prophets,

Of course, there were propheta before Samel and even
in his early years, From time to time mesengers of God,
bearins the name of prop'heta, had delivered divine Il.rn!ngl
to the people.® It was a prophet who appeared in Judges 11,
7, during the Midflanite oppression, to remind the Israelites
of their deliwerance from Egypt, and to reproove them for
their idolatry. In!like manner, "a man of §od," 1 Samel
2, é‘?. exercised the offlce of a rebuker to the high prl.ea_f;
El1 and his family, entirely in the ramnner of the prophets,
There must also, as may be inferred from 1 Samel 8, 9, have
been from time to time seers -‘7"5-;' ’ ﬁa they are usually
called instead of prophets .27 3 :

But the Inspiration thus vpuohnred had boep partial
and Intermittent, There is a dtstl.ndt!.on between prophecy
before Samel and after his time. The prophets before Samuel
appeared sporadically without e:ortlng lasting influence upon
the national life. But from the time of Samuel onnrds. the
prophets sustalned and fostered the spiritual life of the peo=
ple and were inaj‘rumnta tﬁrough mom God constantly made lmown

1, Oehler o 01t., D. 562.
8, Golkie, op. SIE., be 4B. :
3, Oshler, op. cit., pp. 363; 364,
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His purposes to the mtl.on..l 1

For his work of reconstruction Samuel organized the
80hool of the prophets. . Although the prigin of this school
1s not given in detail in Seripture, yet in many ways the
origination of the 1ine of prophets center in Samel, We
my trace back to him the institution, even in its outward
'farm, For tn his time we firet hear of what in modern
phraseology 1s called the school of prophets. From the
fact that these bands of prophets are mentioned in comnection
with Gibeah, Jericho, Ramah, Bethel, and Gilgal==places focal
in the ocareer of Samuel-—the conclusion seems well asaured
that 1t was Samuel who called them into beinge® = . o=

The chief place where they appear in his own 1life is
his own birthpgfce and residence, Ramahe In fact, the exis-
tence of another such college at his time camnot be proved
definitely, From this hamlet of Rameh or from some neighbor—

- ing he!.giﬁ:, they were seen descending In a long line or ohain,
1 Samuel 10, 5, 10, They were settled in a congregation,d
and Samuel "stood appointed over them"™ Under the shadow

of his house they dwelt as within a charmed circle. Thus
"1oné‘__berore Plato had gathered his disciples round him in
“the olive grove, or Zemno In the fortico, these Institutions
bhad sprung up under Sammel in Judea ¥

1. Kell~Delitzs Gh, Samiel s Po 14'

-2, Lauterback, Jacob Z.,, Samuel in The Jewish lopedia,
vol XI, pe 6. . 5 g

3« 1 Samuel 1‘. 80, the LXX has T"'" EMM“’“‘V ®

‘_g Stanlay, _Q-E. ﬁ.' ”. m, “1.
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There 1s no reason for supposing that this achool of
the prophets was merely an educational institution, It is
true that they were assembled for educational purposess Thex-:
were nsao«:iatioﬁn formed for a purpose .of mental and ‘spiri-
tual training that they might thus exert a greater influence
upon thetr. contemporaries by cmnung the doclﬁo of reli-
glous 1ife iIn the nation and by leading the rebellious to the
law, The cultivation of music and poetry was no doubt a part
of the "currioculum,” which also 1nol'.u40d.n1ﬂng dowm the sa-
cred hlatory.l - b ) |

But they were not merely edﬁoatl.oml !.nst!.‘l:dt!.ons, The
prophetic gift was not to be engendered 'by_--lnlh-uqtion. It
was not a product of study and reflecticn but was wrought
entirely by the immedlate work of the divine Spirit, Neither
was this girt of prophacy given to those of certain descent.
Hence 1t must be noticed that the prophets '] were not mere-
1y the sons of the prophets w1172, andgxpression used to
denote the disciples of the prq;mei;'l; By this assembly of
prophets, then, 1s to be understood rather an nloo!.ltlon.
of prophets .drawvn together by the Spi.rli:. The exercise of
this gift no doudbt required an acquaintance with the law and
history, whioh were therefére studied, This leads us to in=
fer that Samel aimed in these days when the sanctuary, de—
prived of the Ark, was no ionger the central point of the

revised
Theooracy to found a home for the newly/religlous life of the nationf

l. Keil=Delitzsch, Samel, p. 208, . r
2. Oehler, op. ,c_!.i’i,.. PPe 965, 366+ This la at variance

with Kent's and Smith's assertions in their respective books,
History of the Nebrew People ,tp.. 1141: a:dt()ld TOI:I'H:: His=-
fory, ps 109 that "the prophets can be otTer understood by
oompu'gson wib thelr fellows, the Galll and modern dervishes Pl

and that "from the Canasnites the institution passed over into
Israel,” and "becare conpaglous.
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Samiel established the school of the prophets to pio-
mote his reformayfon. The vigorous revival of religlous
11fe that had been kindled in the prophets was to be
passed on to others.k Since the priesthood had falled
to realize the purpose for which it had been instituted,
1t 1s olear that soms other religlous offise had to be called
into existende, Fénce the objeot of the nchoo‘.l_ of the
prophets was to further the gr.eat movement of reformation by
restoring and establishing the old faith, Their chief mission
wag both to bring and keep the nation true to its alleglance
to God as the Fead of the Theooracy, and hence to oppose all
idolatry, immorality, and mersly forml religion.® They were
preachers of repentance to the mation, its counsellors and
consolers, the exponenta and enforcers of the law,d .
Relither was 1t just by chance that the development of
the prophetic office preceded t'ha introduction of the monar—
chy. God ralsed up these prophets to stand later by the side
of the king. '.I'._'h!.a new spiritual power of the prophetic offlce
would provide for the future kingdom not .only a firm support
for 1ts roﬁal authority, but also a strong bulwark againat
royal caprice and tyranny. The prophets were to be the watoh=-
men .of the theooracy, controlling the. conduct of the royal
and priestly shepherds as wall as of the people. They were
to testify unreservedly before high and low, and especially
before the theocratic office~bearers, agalnst every declension

1. Gelkle, © o ClEes * 48, - .

Zey I_big_-: i'? 49, i'hz prophets were no ascetiios. Though
poor, as & rule, they maintained their wives and households
by honest labor and private.means., They were cmsmtlyiuon _
in the haunts of men carrying out their work as opportunity
allowed., Long bair and abstinence from wine are sald, by
Josephus, to have marked them in the time of Samel,.

Se Ib;d.’ Pe 45,
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from God and His law,l The anawer given by Samel to Saul, -
1 Samel 15, 22 £f., when the king sought to minimize his
@lsobedience, containod what may be called the program of
the prophets in regerd to the kings, which was o cenaure
all hypoorilsy and advocate, in opposition to all self-right-
éousness, the sole supremacy of Godaa

But before the prophets could take such a position along
alde a king, they had to resist the growing apostasy of the
times and Insitruet and establish the congregation of Ia=
rael in the kmwwledge and fear of the Lord, They deserve
much oredit in sowing the seeds of godlimess in farael-
With Samvel as the driving power, the prophets relentless-—
1y renounced the idolatry and wickedness of the people and
oarnestly pleaded with them to return to God, ¥Noxt to Sam=
uel they exerted the greatest influence in this religlous
reformation,

From them went forth an Influence which awed and : In-
spired oven the soldlers of that lawless age, 1 Samuel-19,:
20, 21. Awmong them we f£ind the first authors distinctly
named in Tebrew literature, 1 Chronicles 20, 29, of actual
books which descended to later generations, In that age of
change and dissolution Samel gathered around him many in=
fluential leaders, -Among them were such as David, the
shepherd warrior and wandering outlaw, Saul, the wild and
wayward king, Feman, the grandson of Samiel, chief ainger
afterwards in David's court, and lmown especially as the

1, Geikie, Opes cite, pe 46,
2. Ochler. op. oIt.. p. 366, 367, S70,



king's seer, Gad, the devoted companion of David in his
exile, and Fathan, his stern reprover in aftertines and’
wise counsellor of David's :mins.1

Another circumstance alded in ralising the people
from the depths of their degradations Snmgl had a hand
in bringing about a union of Judah yith the rest of Is=
raels Formerly the great tribe of Judah had taken no
share in the affalrs of .the nation at large during the
period of the judges. It lived apart from its bretheren,
It fought 1ts own wars, out off from the rest of Israel
by the Jebusites.® Even the depravity resulting from the
influence of the Phillstimes remained unknown to the tribe
of Judah until this time, The worship of Baal and Aabarte,
with 1ta coarse and sensual rites, had not established ite -
self among this trite, Instead the simple customs of
patrlarchal life seems to have endured longer in Judah
than elsewhore.5 But the repeated attacks of the Phills=-
tines aroused Judah from its isolation, Having secured &
peace pact with the Amorites, they Joined 4n a common
cause of Israel agalnst its common fos, Thus God was
gradually preparing Judsh to take its unique place in the
future among the tribes,

By the time Judah was stirred to wage war againat the
Philistines, Samel's work of reformation had borne its '
fruits in Israel, The earnest appeals of Samel and the
prophets wrought upon all the people a great turning to

1., Stanley, ope cit., De 441,
2a. Getk!.e,,'g'p%. 6TE., Do Ble . ;
s. Ghzel', _02. LIE.' p’. 180’ 181.
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Uods The measages of God's prophets found a whole-hearted
Tresponse in the hearts of Israels After twenty years, in
~ which the natlonal spirit was greduslly adjusting itself
to the true relations which had formerly been established
between Johovah and Fis people, "all Israel lamented after
the Lord," 1 Samel 7, 2, Obeying Samel's appeal they
casted down the 1dols from their pedeatals and brought to
an end the vicious ergles in the groves and valleys, "It
was as though the apirit of spring were breathing over some
wintry waste, and through the thawing snow the grass and
the flowers began to appear:™ . .

When all was ready and the spirit of humble trust was
seen to have permeated the assembly, Samel called a na=
tional convention at Mizpeh to manifest oﬁtnrdly their
true repentance. If Israel would meet him here, Samiel
told them, he would intercede with Jehovah for them, Vast
miltitudes obeyed the summons and at once joined in a
solemn public humiliation before God, : The day was devoted
to fasting, They sadly ovhed, doubtless with loud weepings,
that they had sinned agalnmat the lord. A novel rite was
Introduced. - With a aymhol!.cal' rite, expressive partly of
deep humiliation, partly of the libatlons of a treaty, they
poured water on the ground.? It mst have been a very strilc-
ing spectacle, vhen Samusl, as representative of his country-

L

1e ﬂey&r. ODe clﬁ.' Pe 68, Bhﬂﬂ.. OPe C t.’ Pe m.
How far the -r‘gligious spirit pervaded people at 10'1'80
cannot be answered very satisfactorily. Even David's
time there was a mass of people who were not truly godly,
as demonstrated by the following Absalom's rebellion mus«
tered. The conastant tendency was to ldolatry, Under Solo-
1t took root so deep that all future reforms could not
eradicate it., It was not till the seventy yeers captivity
at Babylon that the so'l of Palestine was thoroughly purged
of the roots of that noxious weed."

2. Stanley, ODe _c_!-_t_.. Pe &S50,
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men, brought the whole nation back to the true alleglance
to God o, Ve are not surprised to learn that Samel was
recognized by all as judge of Iarael, 1

This asserbly of m_Im‘eutel 414 not escape the
notice of the Philistines, They came up with a great army
t0 assault Israel at a time when they least expeoted it and
Were the least prepared for-it, HNaturally Israel at firat
feared a worse defeat than t-hat of Aphek, but Samel gave
them the antidote for which they bad asked, Realizing their
utter helplesshess)they belleved that Samel could and would
obtain God's help through prayer and u'erlﬂu. R;;lllsms
that they were as peasants going against soldiers, as sheep
against wolves, they placed their confidence for victory en=
tirely in God,2 '

The smoke of the sacrifice was still ascending when the
Phllistines approached for .:battle. But&td hearkened to
Israel's prayer of faith and saocrifice of consecration, and
granted them the victory over thelir enemies in a miraculous
manner, Possessing only a few weapona, the Israelites gained
the victory with all the credit to God. A violent thunder-
atorn® ocame to the timely assistance of Israel.d ' The
Philistines fled, and exactly at the spot where twenty years
before they had obtained their total victory, they were totally

l. Meyer, op. cit., pe 68, g

2. J”.m.. ODe °1t0' VI. II. 2. 2

3. Ibid. According to Josephus first an earthquake kept
the Philiatines from staiding on their feet or made them
fall into 1ts chasms, after which the noise of thunder
terrified them, and fi 1ightning shone s0 brightly that
&n '::rnod thelr faces, us He shook the weapons of the ir

L] -

4. Belkile, op, cit,, pe 273. Ferhaps this thunderstorm

occured at an tnusual time of the year,



routed,.l

l'ho victorious army went to the l«m of thon- rmr
dorut. and tha:-e. on the very spot mro the ark had fallen
!!fﬁq the hands of their foes, they selected & great stone,
already consecrated by am;r!.t_ice. 1 Samuel 6, 15, wvhich they
called Ebeneser,® and which after the exam:le of Jacob at
Bethel was perhaps annointed with oil, This was dome in
the spirit of humble gratitude, and as an acknowledgement
that the event there celebrated, however 1t seemed at the
time, was in reality the tunring point of national fortunes.
Thus they aia kiss the rod with which they had ‘been m:.ttuu.’

No other action could have been so umul.u of the 1
ohange which had passed over the people in the intervening
Jears, "This .aucoe_as at Lbeneser was no mere victory but
was the algn of a new spirit in Isreel, which animated the
nation during the 1lifetims of Sa.mml, and the l'oignl o.l.' Da-
vid and Solomon and of the great Hebrew k!.nsa. m pettv 7
Jealousles had dlsappeared, and had g!.ven phco to I. great
desire for unity. The old 1dol vorship of Canaan, which
degraded every nationality which mct!.ood t‘h was ina
great measure swept away from among tha‘cho:on po_pplo while
the pure rel;lgi.o:i of the Lord of hoats m uhplhhed."‘

Now that hia reformition had established the thecoracy
in Isml np,ra.i.n. Sa’mol'a task was %o build 'up in the hearts

Te' Btmley clte, De 433,
Be H!.theri':o ath .the I.c'u-d hulpail us,"”
Se c&ld“ﬂtt. o Cits, Do

4, . Dean Sponoe Tllicott's GM fron 'O!'l'u ops

'Glt., p. 75-
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of his .fellow countrymen his profound Delief In the relzm
of the Divine-King{ FWe tock measures so that proaperity  °
would not efface the good results of his reformtion. With
all:the force of his character and sloquence of :b!.- apeech,
he insisted that the peopls were .subjects of .Jehovah, owf~
ing allegiance to ¥im aloim‘.i Year after ysar he called to-
gether the olders of the people, explained their duties, and
warned against return to godlessness and ldolatry, Such .
assemblies were probably held in the threw tmof:.h!'.l
circult, Bethel, Gilgal, and Mizpeh, at which phonln
Judges Israel.? Te atlll retalned his fornqr_am:tu of
coming from one place to another une:_:peohutly rc'u_;_tho_]ln'-'
pose of reproving and punishing sins, 1 Samuel 16, 4,5,
Also as in the past,but mow yare frequently he was oonsulted
throughout the nelghborhood to solve the vexations and 4if-
fioculties of the common. life. Thus Israel leaned upon
him as their fathers had leaned upon lhl_!l-s..

Yo' festive orm‘.li” ooun_:.on was complete without
his presence. "The people will not eat till he comes; be-
oause he doth bless the sacrifices and afterwards they eat
that be bidden," 1 Sammel 9, 13, He acted as priest, sacri-
fioing on the altara which had been bullt at Ramh and. other
towns of his olroult, . Samiel's saorificing uinot at variance
with. the lbosalc.code, Although God bad determined that the

1, Heyer, op. olts;.pe 85e .
2, o;nze:'-,'gﬁ."‘i‘c te, Dpe 161, 188s .
S. Stanley, ob. olt., Dp. 435..
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' Bacrifice and feast be kept at the tabernacle, Samuel as &
called prophet had the God-given right to make an exception
t6 this rule as far as his own perscn wmas 'cmmoq'. The
conditions of the time almost made it neceasary ﬁlnt ‘ho

_ sacrifice at aifferent places lnd upoohny at !allh. For
one thl.ng the tabernaolo hnd r-uu lnto d!.mo. uponhlly
since 1t aia not house the u-k. Thus the motlon of the
altar at Ramah d!.d not involve a dupuol.t!.un or the hhar-
nacle, although the altar with I.ta court np oomi_;motod in
& similar 'a.y. | b .‘ :

. In contruoting these ulhrl. &mcl rmdod t'ho host
intereats of the people and true reuslou among '\then. For
as the lawa of lloges, adn!.nhtored by Samel conprl.ald an
ecolesiastical, a oivil, and a oriminal odde, and in many
cases required that restltution should be n’do to the com=~
Pliance and to ths ordinances of religion, an altaP, where
such saorifices and sin-offerings colld be received, became
& necesnily of every suprems court of justi_uo . The object
and application of hw among the Hoh-m was not so‘.l.o].y to

seowre that Justice shonlad obhmhohun mn and man, but al=

80 that every transgreaaoz- should be purged of his sin by

sacrifice;’ and by penitance and prayer shbuld obtain the
divine bless.’mg.s

1: g:{g.cott. .A_" Po ‘o‘
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Be The Establishment of the Jonarchy - .

ﬁ'h!.lo as one of the judges, among vhich he u‘.laued
h!.melf, Samuel brought the office of the Judge to a alou.
“#8__15,. £0, and introduced the monarchy,much ,tq_t_.t- omn
d1sapproval and dleappointuments In the later years of hls
1ife hia sphere of acticn had extended ¥o far to the south
that his sons Joel and Ablgh were a.ppol.ntod by him In his
growing feebleness to act as judges at Beersheba,’ It was
this move that soon gave Israel an oscasion to ask Samuel to
give them a kring 1lke the other natioms, For Samel's "sons
walked not in his ways, but turned aside after lucre, and
took bribes, and perverted judgments. Then all the elders
of Israel gathered themselves together and came to Sammel
unto Ramah, and sald unto him, Behold, thou art old, and
thy sons walk not in thy ways$ now make us a king o Judge
us lilke all natlions," 1 Samel 8, &,B, ' :

The failure to mliu his high hopu of pure thaoonoy
in Israel was not primﬂy oaused by the ral.lm of his sons,
to whom he had delegated authority, and certainly not alk all
by reason of his old age, as Israel intimted, but the great-
est cause of his fallure were the people themselves, !;'hoy
had not the faith and vislon that Samiel had, Samel's 1deal
was too lofty and spiritual for the pecple to appreciate and

s B Gelkle, ODe. _9_’_-!., pe 56,
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nlntni.n.. They could not belleve absolutely in the in=-
'visibles they had to have the outward symbols and splene
dors of royalty.l A ling was more to them than charmcter,
obedience to God, or.loyalty to the Mosalw code,  This re=
quest, in the sense in which it was wide was & misconception
of the power and falthfulnesspf the covenant God, inasmuch
as & faulty constitution and not thery departure from God
and his law, was rcgarded as cause of the misfortunes they
had hitherto experienceds while their hope of a better
+ fTuture was therefore founded upon the institution of an
earthly government and not upon the return of the psople
to their God,2 | '
Hence thls popular demand for a king was not merély

- @1sappointing to Samel but warse of all sinful to God.
They did not reject Samel,but God. Trus, Deutercnomy

17, 14, had promised them a king, In Hannah's song also
there was an unmistalmble prophesy of the day when Jeho~-
vah would gfve Iaracl a king. But the people wanted a king
bbhoause the other mations had them and not becauss doa had
promised them ome. This request had been sprung on Sammel
prematurely and with undichaste and passion, Instead of
seeking to ascertain the mind of God, the people made up
their own minds. Instead of consulting the prophet . on

1' mil' ope Gife PPe 88; 89, 95.

2. oaum'-.‘_f_g.“_‘go e, o 368, Luther, artin, Saemtliche
Schriften, 12, 563 11, 325, Israel did not sin for merely
wan a king but in trusting more in a king than in God.
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tho best policy for coming days, they dictated the policy on
Which they had set their hearts.l The people 414 not have
the apirit of Y1deon Who refused the orown with the words,
“I w11l not rule over you, neither -1-11 ‘my sen rule, om
yous the Lora shall rule over you," Judges 9, 28.

On the other hand, as the divine providence does not
mludo the ‘employment of humn mhtl as 1its instruments,
80 neither was an earthly k!.ngdon or noauut: oppoud to.
the theooraey, Singe the people had ahm thollolnl in=-
-oanablo of uniting m an 1deal un!.on. tho kl.ngshlp -lsht--
1f the king, in obedience %o tho theomtio prinoiplo.m
Dot regarded as an autocrat but as an organ ctw_‘_ol_l_cnh-_
even becoms the means of .oo'nﬂm!.ng the ﬁ:oomoy'. It
was on this principle that s.me:. aoted, after having ob=
tained God's permission to grant tho dum of the pu0p10-
To make 1t evident thdit the divine choice -l entirely inde-
pendent of earthly coml.deut!.on. it wa not & man of lll"
portance but one as yet unimown, of the least :l'nﬂy of tho
smallest of the tribes who was ralsed to the throm, A
similar mode of proceding was obs_erﬁd at the cholice of Da=
vlﬁ. 2 : '

"After Saul had been led to Samuel ana polnted out as
God's cholce for Israel's first king, Samuel effected Saul's
consecration to the kingshtp by amunci;xﬁ ;and recognized
rl.to, Judges 9, 8 15, aqlommg. Hitherto only the prisats

1. Me Op. olt o 88.
8. OCH:;.—EE._GI‘E:.DWQ 368. 390
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and sanctuary were anointed. When Saul therefore was con-
secrated as king by this usage, the monarohy was inaugura-
ted as a divine institution on & par with the priesthoodel
Anointing with oil was a symbol of endowment with the
Spirit of God, 1 Samuel 16, 13, through which God would
‘bestow gifts for handling His kingdom in a just and wise
waye® Thus ‘the ability to rule righteously was an oute
flow of divine wisdome Anointing made the king's person

both sacred and inviolable, 1 Samuel 24, 6s%s°

In Sault's case his vestment with regal functions by
his public presentation before the assembled people did
not take place till after his consecration. After Samuel
had once more charged the people with their sin in reject-
ing God by their demand for a king, "they inquired of the
Lord," 1 Samuel 10, 28, perhaps by lot, to choose their
king.s The selection fell upon Saul as divine providence
had ordained ite It was then that all Israel shouted,
"God save the ll:i.ng-"'I

On this occasion Samuel ammounced to the people the
"manner of the kingdom," 1 Samuel 10, 25, and wrote it in
a book which was laid up betore.the Loxd, that is, deposited
with the Torah in the sanétuaw.‘r' The right of the monarchy

le KeileDelitszsch, Samu P 95 Oehler, ope cite,
Pe 369 Rabbinioal teachers view that this rite was only
practised at the elevation of a new dynasty, omitted usual-
ly when succession was regular. If this view is correct,
anointing must be regarded as a rite, the effecacy of which
continued as long as regular succession to the throne was
uninterrupted.

2. Keil=Delitzsch, wc%. DPe 90

Je Oehler, Ope E_j_.ﬁ.. Pe 69

go Ibid. .

de
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iz not to be 1dentified with the right of the despotlc
heathen kings agalnst which Semel had warned the people,
when they demanded a king 1ike the natlons, 1 Samel 8, 11,
Put 1t 1a the right which regulated the attitude of the
parthly monarchy in the theocracy and determined the rights
and dquties of the hunan king in relation to Jehovah, the
divine king on one hand, and to the nation on the other
This right or constitution could be laid only by & pophot
like Samuel to raise a wholesome barrier at tbe cutset
againat all excesses on the part of the King,l :

With Saul as king, Samuel, as 1t .u_reg took a secondary
position. Although he Judged Isreel all his life, he made
use of this power only when the king railed- to ll.vo u.ﬁ
to his part of the program. From henceforth he executed
chlefly the office of the prophot. the Iatohmn or the
theocracy.®? 7Thus Samel supported King Saul until Saul's
rejection by God.

The first part of Saul's reign indlcated the poss!.'l-:ﬂ.!.t:
of the kingdem bsing In hermony with the theooratic prinei=
Ple.. Saul's good reign under the gul.danoo of Samuel even
. showed signs of better things to come. lith a mand plows
heart and with an earnest ml for maintaining the provisions
of the law, t:Saul promoted the religions 1ife of the.natlone .
He walted $111 Sa.muel's sacrifice .before fighting the Ammdi==

" le¢ Keoil-=Delitzsch Same'.l. Do 108.
80 Oahler, __Eo Oiz:.-_p-:-ﬁ
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ites, 1 Samfiel 11, 7, He opposed the sin of the psople
Who had eaten flesh with the blood, 1 Samel 14, 32, 33,
@lthough he was mos tly rea;':onulbh for this act by the féol-
ish vow he mude, e benished wizards, necromncers, and
Soothsayers out of the land, 1 Samiel 26, 3, 9 In general
he appears to have kept a strlct watch over the observance
of the Mosalc law in the kingdom for the first part of hils
Teign.l With Saul the days were gone when everyome could
do what was right in his om eyes.®

~ Likewlse the prophet Samel carried on his work along
8ide of the king, After the people had gathered at Gilgal’
after Saul's victory over the Ammonites, Samel would not
let the opportunity pass without raising his volce once
more to warn all of their duty and responsibifyend to Jus-
tify his own career, which seemed to be challenged by the
Substitution of the monarchy for his rule, Fe had walked
_before Bhem from his childhood, said he, and was now old
and grayheaded, but could call on everyone present to wit=
ness before God, if he had tsken any man's ox or ass, or
defraunded or oppressed anyone, or looepted in any case &
bribe to blind his eyes to judgment, A loud shout of assent
to this self-vindication rose at cnce in reply from the vast
mltitude,.5

Faving established the integrity of his former Judgeship;

Samel had set the stage faraconaing Israel as having sinned

le Kau-Dal!.tssc‘h, .OPe oi.t.. Pe 79
2, Gellke, o op. c!.t., p-
3. Ibid.’ p. 6
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@rlevously in deranding a king., Reminding them next of

the divine goodness shown them in the past in their de~-
literance from Pharoh, Sisera, the' Philistines,. and other
enemles by the leaders ralsed by provl.denu in innu_r, to
their penitent ory, Samuel frankly told them that thelr
conduct in having demanded a king was both ungrateful to

God fn the sleight that they had offered Him and also un=
wige In their having trusted in a weak and mortal man rather
.than in Almighty God, To convince Israel of its great :
wickedness in deranding a king, God attested the truth of
all that Sammel had sald by sending the requested thunder
and rain., This miracle swrought by God in’ answer to Sarmel's
appeal, had ite desired effect. Amazed and terrifled, the
people confessed this and their many former sins,. Samsl
took advantage of this ai.tuat!.ox'x' :&;ninst any future: relapse
Into sin,

Although at the commencement of his reign, Saul had
undoubtedly supported the reforming zeal of Samuel, never=
theless the reign of Saul soon dlsplayed the kingdom.in con-
fliot with the theccratlc principle S:ul fell a victim to
his efforts to render the kingdom Independent of divine restraint
and guldance from the prophets, Fe regarded his royal of=
fioe chiefly on its warlike side, which the dangers constant=
1y menacing him on .the part of the Philistines never would
let him lose sight of.l

1. 001!161', 22. _c-!._t'.. p. 570.
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That his submias lon to the prophet nt_nﬁt_ @mploto
and wholehearted was shown by hia falluve to stand even the
Tirst test lmposod upon him by Samel, that of waiting seven
days at Gilgal for Sarmel to come and sanotion the war, Con-
eerning himself more with the threat of the Phillstines than
with God's deorees, Saul amlﬂnoﬁ. Fis:aot showed a dls=
trust of God, a spirit of self-sssertion, as if he could
Take war by himself without the assistance of God as expressed
by the prophet.l The offemse thus involved the whole prine
oiple of absolute aubc;rdimtion of the theoont-io king to
the will of Jehovah as revealed by His representatives.
Since Saul had violated it, he was wnfit for tho- office of
the khig of Israel, as Snmuel_innomood to him, :

But 1gnoring, nevertheless, the evident cén;?.afﬂnoi
with which the prophet treated him, and h';nﬂsr"'mg _nﬂ"
Prop: . 's oommand for the second time after the promised
Viotory over the Amelekites by not wiping out the entire
race with 1ts possessions, .351_11 had the diyln;_aor;éynqn of
Tejection pronounced upon him, In spite of the fact that
the people themselves were also gullty of taking spoil in
this battle, Saul was held responsible for the great part
that he played in this transgressions _From this time

ls Kell-Delitzsch, Samel, pps 126, 130, Saul's sin
d4d not consist in his entrenchment upon the prerogatives
of the mriest by offering sacrifice as maintained by Mil,
man, ope oilt,, ps 286, Blaikle, %. olte, p226, Josephus,
ops oit., VI, VI, 4, but simply In the fact that he had

8gressed .God's commandment.in not walting for the sanc=
-tilon of Samel, Stanley, ops cite, ps 448, The conflict
between Saul and Samuel was not & confliot between regal
and sacerdotal power,’ Saul as king had the same right to
sacrifice as David and Solomon did afterwards, Samel him=
self designated Saul's sin when he spoke the words "to obey
1s better than sacrifice."
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_ Lforward Sm_:l was gradually but ;orhlnly approaching the
consummation of his traglo fate. When Samel had left,
Saul called for Ahitub, the ligh priest, 'But Saul's in=
famous deed in kcilling the priests at Nob turned the™
' prlesthood against him, Saul 1s correctly oharacterized
a8 one "quickly rushing from one extreme to another, ene
thusiastioc in pleasure, deeply depressed in sorrow, and
finally sinking beneath the waves of despair,"® Tms Is=
rael was to learn that royalty itmelf could never secure
‘the salvation expected rro:p 1t, unless the oscupant of ‘the
throne would submit altogether to the will of the Lorde®
In the meantime David na-hoing groomsd to succeed
Saul én the throne of Israel, After Saul was rejectied and
David was annointed as king, the prophets, holdiixs no
further intercourse w!.th_'Sau]..- now assoolated with Da=
vid as far as practlcable.® Frequently David visited
Samuel, From him he learned to lmow God more intimately,
Through Sammel's influence, reliance on God had perhaps
been awakened and certalnly strengthened in David.® an.t
of the psalms that David wrote while Samel was yet alive,
for example, Psalm 57, 69, and 148, indicate Sarmel's in-
flucnce upon m_vid.s Fence Ewald 1s perfectly oon_ﬂoot in
giving his e-rluation of Samuel's reformtion for David's
kingdom in the words, "If David's visible deeds are greater

e Oahler, OPse c’-t.. PDe 370.571.
2. Ke1l--DeIitzsch, S8armel, p. 80.
5. oehler’ 22; eit..’ p. 3,0,

4. m&tz, .22. —am;' p. m' A

5. GQ”!’.&, _9.2. -01-_?'.' pp. 95' 96.
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or more dazzling than Samuel's, still there can be no

* Goubt that David's blage of glory would have been impossi=
blﬁ without Samel's less conspicuous, but far more influ=
ential career; so that all the greatness of which ih.
following century boasts goes back to its real author."-
Pumanly speaking, David would not have been king if Samel
had not prepared the way.® Thus Samiel left Israel.on the
threshold of 1ts highest glory under Davide -

1. Bwald, Geschicte quoted in Neyer, op. gites P °°° ,
2. Gﬂ’.k’.;. Obe GIE.’ Pe 206, .
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C. The Restoration of the Hosalc Worship

Saruel's ravival of religion among the Hebrews even=
tually brought with it the future temple and its priest-
hood,t However, before this was possible, the children
of Israel had to becorme acquainted with the real signifi=
e.anee of God's symbols of ¥Wis presence. Israel had to be
instructed as to the importance of the Ark and hbemm._
Thelr evaluation of the ark and tabernscle had been dis=
colored by the calamities that befell the tabermacle at
Shiloh. Israel had little or no use for the tabernacle
and itas priesthood and none at all for the Ark, There=
fore Samuel's task was to educate his gountrymsn both &s
to the true meaning and importance of these neglected
and theocratic metitut!.ona; Although Samel was not
able to bring about a complete restoration of the livsalec
woraship, yet he laid the foundation to mke such & thing
possible in the days of lavid,

Israsl's attitude toward the Avk of the covenant
after 1ts return from the Phillstires demonstrates this
indirferences. God's miraculous deliverance of his Ark from
the hands of these uncircumcised Philistines should have
shown all Israel the value of His meroy-seat, But & atmdy
of the restoration of the Ark to the land of Israel, though
not to“its diwinely appointed place and part in the worship,

1, Gelkle, ops oite, Do 56e
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indlcates Israel's unconcern for the Ark.
The Joy of the Fhilistines in oapturi.ns the Ark was
in proportion to t.he dlamay .nf the Hebrews, !o lead off
the gods of e foe was the most signal mark of viotory on
ohe slde, and of humillatlon on the other, After the
Fhillstines had led off the Ark, they placed it as a tro=-
Phy in the shrine or chapol of th.an' god Dagon at Ashdod,
@8 a recognition of hla victory over Jehoveh,1 | :
But this triumph broughabout Dagon's speedy humilia=
tion, The next mornin_g hi.s. image was found liel.ng on the
ground before the Ark, After it had been raised to iis
place again, 1t was found once more on the second morning
not only cast down but shattered to pieces in its upper
half3 only the lower being left whole, as if in contempt.2
But the human part was broken to pleces, vhile the fish=half
lay dlshonored on the threshold-s '
But the degradation of the 1dol was not the only vin=
dication of the honor of God. Before long, & terrible
plague broke out in Akhdod and its neighborhood, Plagues
were inflloted successively qlso on the men of Gath and
Ekron, so that the Ark became an object of desire to get
rid 62,4 Arter smarting under such heavy visitatlions for
about seven months,5 during which time the Ark was in their

1. Gelkie’ Op. cit., Pe S0e

2, Stanley, 9_5._0'{1:.. p. 402, Dagon and his consort De=
certo were Intended to embody the legend of a fish=l1ike
beling having a trunk of a fish with hande and head of a man,
who was sald to “ave risen from the waters of the Red Sea.

3s Gelkle, N, clte; Do 3ls

4, Blallkie, _%E._O_It-. PPe ms’ 206+ ;

5, Keil-Delitzsch, Samuel, p. 61. Josephus, gg.-_g%:;.
VI, I, 4, says that the ATk was captive for four months.
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Jbands, the Philistines were glad to send it back uncomdi-
‘tlonally to the Iqrdelit;s. They even attempted to pro=-
plate Jehovah by sending along with the Ark a trespass af-
Lering. . : -

But In apite of these visible confessions of Jehovah's
power the Philistines made and in s;ﬁte of the glory God
manifested in the miraculous restoration of Wis Ark, some
inhabitants of Bethshemesh, o whose town the unguided
catitle had drawn the new cart ui.th.the Ark, did not show
the proper reverence toward the Ark, True they joyfully
received the Ark, After sacrificing the cart with the cows

as a burnt offcring to.the Lord, they gave further expres=
sion of their joy at the return of the Ark by offering
sacrifices $o the Lord.l But many inhabitants were punished
‘by death because of their profane curiosity in prying into
the Ark of God, ' :

After 1ts restoration at Bethshemesh the Ark was soon
removed to Kirjathjearim, Woodville, about five miles east
. of Bethshemesh, and found a resting place in the house of
Abinadab, & Levite, who, 1n obsyance of the priesthood, Gon=
secrated his son Eleazar, Thers the Ark lodged in ita 1ittle
sanctuary "“in the flelds of the woods," Psalm 138, 6, 6, un=
t11 David found it and "having prepared an habitation for
the mighty .God c;f Jacob” finally brought it to Jerusalem,®

‘.The faot that the Ark had fallen Into the hands of the

1; Iﬁ!.:l.-lb_l!.tuoh ‘Samiel, ppe 66, 67
2: Gelicte, op. oife, pe 354
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heathen could not but fall to exercise an fmportant influ-
ence upon the religious 1life of the people, - After belng
restored, it was for a long time 1ald aside.l Since the
captivity of the Ark was no doubt regarded as a judgment
upon the tabernacle, which never aghin boasted of the Ark,
Israel was satisfled with this temporary arrangemt at Kir=
Jathjearim.® Tne irk was 11ttle missed by the Israslites
in the next decades, Even in the days of Saul the prople
were not accustomed to consult the Ark, 1 Ohronicles 13, 3,

Psalm 132, 6. For over seventy-five years the Ark "was
not inquired after."™

Having lost with the Ark its essential significance
as the place of God': habitation, the tabernacle ceased to
be the religilous center of the nation, although the leviti-
cal services were carried on in it without interruption,

1 Samiel 213 22, 17 ££.% This distress for the sanctuary
had been prophealed to Eli by the man of God, It really be=
gan with the capture of the Ark and contimmed during the
time that the Lord was sending help and deliverance to His
people through the medlum of Samuel in their spiritual op-
preasion,

The history of the tabernacle after its removal from
Shiloh 1s obscure, Immediately, -on the receipt of the news
that caused El1's death,those who wers in oharge of the taber-
nacle hastly folded it together and moved it awmays This was

1, Oehler. %Eo cites Po 361¢ . b
8, Kell-Del zs?;ﬁ_ Samuel, pDe 69, 70¢
3. Only once des Soripture indicate that the Ark was per<
ha:a talken from Kirjathjearim, 1 Samel 14, 18, Keil=De=
litzsch, Samuel, p. 140, however, does not belicve that this
refers to the Ark deposited at Ki#jathjearim, since the
verb used in this comnection indicates that the ephod is
meant, as the LXX substantiates.
4. Oehler, op. cite, Pe 561
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u.l"ol.nbly; done under the direction of’ Saimel, the sole remain=
ing authority at Shiloh, Where it was f£irst taken cannot

be definitely ascerteined.® Nob 1s.the ill'lt"phﬂ' mentioned
~ In Seripture as the abode of the tabernacle, However, Calde-
oott bellsves that it was £irat moved to Gllgal, 1ts old
Place in the plains of Jericho, under the direction of Sama=
el, whore Samel for many years "appointed Saul to meet

him, incorder to offer the burnt-&forinsa and peace-offer-
ﬂ"lgl. which could only be offered on the brazen altar be-
fore the tabernacle."® As reason for its removal from Gil= .
gal to Nob C4ldecott conjeotures that Seul's emnity against
the priesthood enflamed by his later brenoi: with Samuel
caused him to relocate the tabernacle i_t Nob under the su-
pervision of the Quisling high priest Ahi'h‘lih Nob waa
chosen because of 1its convenient location for Seul,S Be
this as 1t my, we lmow for sure that the sanotusry was
situale at Nob, 2 Chromicles 1, 5, 5 proves that the tab=
ernagle had not fallen mt.o the Philistines hands., The

same altar that md been constructed by Besalel, Exodus 31,

. 8 £f, and the same teni: that was made by Moses s set np.
n.'t llob." : .

1, Caldecott, ge. elt., pe 51, makes an interesting re-
mark in regard to the geographical situation of the places
where Israel located its sanctuaries; These Israslltish
high places were not a copy of heathenism, being based upon
" the material 1dea that the worshippers standing on. them
were nearer to the seat of the gods than when on tha lower
ground, In contrast to this it may be noticed that the
:itea chosen for the tabernacle were never those of hill=
opSa e fity

2. Iblde, Pe 50,

Se m.. PpP. 52, 53,

4. 1bid,, p. 30.
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Shortly afterwards the tabernacle ¥as moved to_Gibeon.
The eplsode of the Wigh Priest Ahimelech's giving Goliath's
sword to David at Nob gave to the tyrant Saul the opportu=
nlty for earrying out a desire which for a lons time he
mst have secretly cherished. The reht!.onl in which tho
family of Saul stood to Gibeon give the reason vhy the
tnhemacle was established thm. It was his ancestral
oitv- As the patriarchal head of the city Ssul determined
to mlno Gi.beon the seat of worship for the sountry and the
lplritual capital of the new kingdom. The death of Sammel
about this time and the inoldent of the sword of _Gollath
gave Saul the opportunity he had long awaited, Sending for
Ahimelech and all the priests that were in Nob, he had them
fouly murdered before his eyes. This was but a small part
Of his crime, He sent his executioners to Nob , and there
he destroyed all the dedicated servants of the tabernacde,
Ablathar alone as a priest esoap!.ng to David.l

At the aamo time Saul began a war of gemnl oxtem!.m-
tlon against the Gibecnite: ‘hewers of wood and drawera of
nter for the tabernacle, ile catch a glimpse of this act o:l.'
unoaned for ferocity in the statement that the Beerothites
£led to Glttaim, 2 Samel 4, 5. Deeroth was ome of the
four .Hivite citfes that had drawn Joshua Info a treaty of
peace. By the destruction of all the'r heathen inhabltants..

1. Ib!d., PPe 56‘59.
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Saul hopea to purge Gibeon and the land of its fm.lgn ole-
Ments, 4ndnto secure around the tabernacle only men of Is~
Tasl, 2 Samel 21, 2, 5, We lnow how this series of mon=
strous crimes was explated in the reign of Davdd by the

- @eath of seven of Saul's desocendants. Before that day came,

however, the pol.:l.ey of blood and sacrilege at the taberna=
cle seemed to pronr.-l

The distress of the néotuary was partially caused
by the people's attitude toward the priesthood, and es=
peclally the high priesthood. Israel lost faith in the
Tule of the priests on acoount of the past evil conduct of
Eli's sons.2 Hence for a considerable time after the death
of El11,the high priesthood almost loss all significance.
Purthermore, now that all Israel had turned to Samel, whom
the Lord had establlished as His prophet by means of revela=
tlone, and whon Fe had also chosen as the deliverer of the
people, the high priesthood lost most, if not all, of 1its
past dignity and importance. Thus the high wiesthoo&s:;:h
comparative. . insignificance, although Samuel himsdlf-was~.not
In the least responsible for its degradation. This condi=
tlon was the fulfillment of Cod 'Q prophecy to Eli that his
own deacendants would aot only witness the decay of t_ho sanc-=
tuary but would also suffer in consequence,

Ths history of the high priesthood after Eli's death
bears this out, Although Eli's house was not deposed 11l

1, Iblds., pe 59.
2: m;:‘. .én. _L’.t-.. p. 1"2!
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Solomon's retgn, 1 Kings 2, 27, yot his descendants went
. througn tribulation, Ahitub, the grandson of El1, the el~
der brothep of Ichabod, nad to flee with the tabernacle,
Perhaps to Nob, taking with him the _i_u'!ostlr robes, the ephod,
and Urim ang Thumim, 1 Samzel 232, 19.1 He was succeeded ‘by
bla son Ahtah, 1 Samuel 14, 3, the same person as Ahimelech,
OF his! brother ang succeasor, Ahimelech was afterwards mar-
tyred by the command of Saul, togsther with the priesta at
‘Nob. Towsver, his son iblathar escaped to David with the
Ephoa,2

Yot in epite of this dlstress of the sanctuery and
tribulation of the priesthood, there were certain signs
Which indlcated that better days were on the way, Sammel
also had a remote but important hand in bringing about this
future restoration of the Hosais worship, With the help
Of the school of the prophets, he introduced psalms, choruses,
" musical accompaniments, which tended not only to beautify the
tabernacle services but also to stimlate religfous feel-
inge The peasa nf pralse tims becams a prominent part of
the worship or God, Samuel himself was the forefather of the
Tace of Korah, who were later the composers of psalms to-

8ether with their musical accompeniment, Samuel’s racewas
Wusical, for his grandson Hom;m. with Asaph and Jeduthun, were

‘ ; S |
the great religlous posts and msfofans of the next gemeratfon.> |

e

1. Geikle, op. cite, Do 66y
2, Kell-De1Ttssoh, Hatel, ppe 157, 138,

Se Geikle, op. oit., pob.
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1 Chronilcles 9, 22 suggests that Samel 1ald the founda=
tion of that elaborate organization of the Levites for -
the service of the sanctuary, which vas perfected by Da=
vid and Solomon, Fe even began to accumalate the treasure
by which the house of God was ultimtley erected in the
Teign of Solomon, 1 Chronicles, 26, 27, 28, His intereat
!.n astablia’- Ing the ‘Hosalo wrahlp is definitely proven
"V n later veference concerning & great Passover feast that
‘was kept in his day, 2 Ohronicles 36, 18, Thus Sammel's
Influence and work alded the complete future restoration
of the liosalc worship as God had intended 1t to be,

"The time would fall to tell of oee Smmcl ese Whé
through faith subdued k!.ngdm s wrought rlghteoulnua » ob-
tained prom:lsea, stopped the mouths of uona, quenched thp
Violence of fire, emcaped the edge of tho umd, out of
wealkness was made atrong, waxed valiant in t:l.ght. turned to
flight the armles of the I.Ilm..“ Hebrews 11; 33’“. s

These foregoing words express the sentiment of all Is~
rael when Samua]. dled. vmen the hour o!' hls death came, I'o
are told with a perullar emphasis that "all the Israclites
were gathered together, and lamented him, and buried him
in his house at Ramah," 1 Samuel 1, 26, FHis labord in reviv-
ing the true religion in Israel and in restoring the ordaimd
worship of God were recognized by the entire nation. He has
thertore been justly daaigmted as the "reformer and restorer

1, leyer, gﬁ. clt., p. 248,
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Of the thoooracy,": ILuther and he have been rightfully.
oalled the greatest refarmers of the 014 Testament times
and New Tostament Bimes respactively. Fot only time but
also words would fail to express adequately and completely

the work that Géd had wrought through His servant, who was .

alvays ready with the wards, "Speak Lord, for Thy servant

heareth,”

1. Kell-Delitzach, Samel, p. 238,
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