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With regard to the nature of the Baal and Astarte wor=
ship, into which the Israelites constantly fell after the
death of Joshha, sinking deeper and deeper with time; 1t is
evident from the alluslona contained in the history of .
Gideon, that it 4id not consist of direct opposition to the
worship of .Tahovah;. nor did 1t involve any formal rejection
of Jehovahy but it is evident that it was simply a synore=
tism of Jehovah worship with the Canaanitish mature-worship,l
In fact, this dangerous blending of the worship:of Jeéhokmh
with heathenism usually began in a seoningly innocent way,
The wérship of Gideon instituted at Shechem, Judges 8, 333
9, 4, 46, shows the dangers into which achlsmtiul wor-
shlp led, After he had destroyed the worship of Beal and
delivered Israel from the oppression of the lilddianites,
Gldeon prepared an ephod designed to furnish a means of
Interrogating the dlvine will, ¥is motive for separating -
from the legltimate sanctuary ray pertaps be due to the
fact that Shiloh was situated-in Ephraim, which was hos=
tile to him, As with other schismatical worships, Gideon's
facllltated the relapse of the people to the worship of
Baal, this time Baal=Berith.2

Another rival éanctuary of Shiloh, more noteworthy;
1s that of the Denites. This sanctuary had its beginning
in. the worship that Mloah established in his own house.With money
stolen from his mother, Micah hf.d constructed two silver

i - Kail-nelitnch dﬁgs '
2: Oehler, op. o!.t':., Pe '97 'I‘ho dogmdnt!.on of this wor-
ship caused the change of Gideon's name from that of Jerub=-
blnl. 1 Samuel 12, 11, to that of -‘I'wubboahoth. 2 Samael 11,



images, one sculptured, one molten, clothed in a mask and
priestly mantle, so as to represent as nearly as possibly
the priestly oracle at Shiloh, l!.ol:h was particularly for—
tunate in obtaining a wandering Levite from Bethlehem=Judsh
as his consecrated pz'!.oat.l

But the migrating tribe of Dan stole the equipment from
Micah's sanctuary and convinced the Levite to serve the en-
tire tribe which felt that they needed a sanctuary because
of thelr 1solation from the central worship imn Shiloh, Thmus
undexr his auspices on the green hill by the sources of the
Jordan a new sanctuary was buillt, This worship remained un=-
disturbed duringall the time 8t the Bouse of fod was In
Shiloh," Judges 18, 30, 31, The wandering, ambitious, law=-
less priest Jonathan and his sons were "priests to the trite
of Dan until the day of the oaptivity of the 1and."® Whether
thia sanctuary had degraded into gross ldolatry as that of
Gideon's we are not told, but nevertheless this rival sanc=
tuary bad been constructed contrary to God's command,

Like Micah, no doubt others turned thelr houses into
shrines and had similar imges as oracles, Domestic altars
. were mrected throughout the land. Foul orgles of shameless
impurity were rife everywhere, The central sanctuary at
Shiloh was not reoog.-n!.zed- by all.as the only authorized place
of sacrifice, Even durtng Israel's wanderings in the wildee-~
ness under the supervision of loses, the people could not be

L. Stanley, op. cit., pp. 3£68=3382,

82, Ibid, Was this Jonathan the son of Hoses lManasseh?
The Hebrew of Judges 18, 30 compared with 1 1cles 23,

16=16 indicates the probability that Jonathan was the grand=
son of lioses
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brought, as is evident from Leviticus 17, B,and Deuteranomy
. 125 8, to renounce the euatcm of ncr!.ﬂo!.ng in any place they
.. might choose, How much :I.eu. thon. mld this bo uoonpnahod
at a time when there n.a no !.nd!.vldull ot wo-emtnent influ=
ence to enforce the law, Therefore the scattered people,
dwelling among the Canaanites and entering into religlous inter-
course with them, mingled the heathen cuatoma with the wor=
ship of Jehowvah and even addicted themselvea in a great de=
gree to the adoration of t’ﬁe old gods of the land

Thus the idolatry into which Israel repsatedly fell had
its Yoots in synoretism, which was altogether irreconcilable
with the nature of the true religion. By so doing they had
distorted the'puri.ty and holiness of God, and. thus actually
foraoock their God, They were tragically wrong in supposing
that the worship of Jehovah oould even be outwardly continued
in connection with 1dolatrous worship, dJust as in case of
the nations,the mutual recognition of their different del-
ties waz manifested by the fact that they all called their
supreme deity by the same name Basl, #o the Israelites
imagined wrongfully that they could worship the Baals of
the mml nations round about them along with Jehowvah,
their covensnt God, especially if they worshipped them in
the same mamner as their covenant Gods” No wonder them that
this sinful synoretism ended in gross ldolatry. Israel 's
covenant God was soon completisly forgottens "The children

o.hlar’ L] Git.. Pa. 556. e
2., l'a!.l-na]. zaT Judges, Ps 270¢
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of Israel forsook Jehovah, the God of their fathers, which
brought -them up out of the land of Egypt, and followed other
gods, of the gods of the people round about them, and bowed
themselves unto them," Judges 2, 12,

Moral decay set in together with idolatry. Even the
Fazarite Samson, who had been set aside from his birth by
a command of God, succumbed to the existing laxity of morals.
To give us a graphic picture of the debauchery of the age,
the author of Judges added illuminating appendices at the
end of his booke One of the related episodes in particular
leaves the reader without words to express the degradation
of morals adequately. The men of Gibeah of the tribe of
Benjamin had committed an outrage, calling to mind the
orimes of Sodom, on a concubine of a Levite. It was a
violation of the sacred rites of hospitality, as wéll as
an act of unequalled iniquity. So dastardly was the deed
that Israel at its lowest ebb rose in anger to avenge the
outrages That the perpetrators of such a orime were even
defended by the entire tribe of Benjamin shows the lawless-
ness of the age.

The constant. intermarriage with the heathen helped to
bring about this low immorality. Although God had warned
His people' of ten against this sin of mixed marriages, Is-
rael nevertheless indulged in it freely. - A few voices
Were raised against this wicked practice, yet the custom
of the day prevailed. Manoah's protest against Samson's
marrying a Philistine was to no avail.s Consequently, this

le Geikie, OPs gltes; Do 19.
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8in of intermarriage led to Israel's forsaking God and liv-
ing on the same moral level as the ‘heathene. _
Also rampant at this time was polygamy. No one was
Publicly censured for having concubines. Later Saul in-
dulged in the royal luxury of polygamy which was the
faghion of the oriental courts. But the undermining ef=-
fect of this practice was keenly felt in many homes. Even
Elkanah, who no doubt brought a second wife into the home
because of Hannah's barrenness, experienced misery. His
home was filled with bickering and strife, augmented as
child after child was born to Peninnah. Hannalg became
the subject of biting sarcasm and bitter taunts. Her
pain reached its climax at Shiloh, where she received
but one portion in contrast to the many that Peninnah

and her children rece:I.Ved-l

The practice of polygamy
had made such inroads that even pious Isra.al:lﬁaa had no
conscience scruples about having more than one wife. ..
But amid the ever-gowing apostasy af the times and
the decline in morels, a few households remained faith=-
ful to Jehovahe Two families in particular stand out in
this lawless age as shining examples of true godlinesse
The lineage from which David, and eventually the Messiah,
viould spring furnishes us such an example of p:l.et_y in
deys of religious decay. Partiocularly the story of
Ruth's becoming one of the few G\entﬂe ancestresses

of Christ affords a peaceful glimpse of an every-day

l. Meyer, Ope Cite, DDe 16.17¢

mwas
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life, that was more the exception than the rule in those dayse.
The outstanding feature is the intense religiousness pervading
the entire narratives It breathes of the lofty spirit of
Jehovah at every turmn. Zven certain Levitical customs, mno
doudt neglocted in such disorganized times as these, were
obeyed by God-fearing Boaze The grandfather of David permit-
ted the poor to glean in hig fields according to Mosaic orxd-
inance, Leviticus 19, 93 23, 22. The old Jewish marriage
custom that required’ the nearest relative of the dead hus-
band to become hig "gdel" or redeemer by buying back his in-
heritance, if estranged, and by marrying his widow, if ghe
were childless, to raise up & seed to the déCeased, that

"his name should not cease in Israel," was fulfilled in all
its details by Boaz in his marriage to Ruth, the livabitess,
Deuteronomy 25, 7-10.T That such convictions still found a
home in Israel shows that there were a few who looked to
Jehovah as the God of their salvation.

The family of llkanah affords the second example of
true piety in Iarael in these wild and evil times. In spite
of his polygauy, vihich seems to have been prompted by Han=-
nan's barrenness, he, togethex with his whole family was
devoted to Gode TYearly, in conpliance with the law, he
went up to Shiloh to worship and sacrifice with his ﬁives
and children. .

But it is on one individual of the house of Elkanah
that our attention is especially fixed, his beloved but

l. Geilkie; opes cites DDe 22=24.
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ochildless wife Wannah, She,especially of the entire fami-

1y, was saturated with the most splendid traditions and

hopes of her people. "Stricken with an agony of grief for

the anarchy and confusion around her, she longed with pas=-

slonate desire to enshrine her nobleat. self in a child that

would rescue the nation and set it on an enduring foundation,"L

M prayer, fulf1illed vow, and song of praise showed ‘L'he-

depth of her religious feelings and convictions, Pouring mt

her so:l in contirnmal praying to Jehovah of hosts,® "she

held out her cup of trial, that 1t might becomes a cup of

salvation." Fer love for God prompted her to fulfill her

vow by dedioating hei son Samuel as a Nasarite for a 1ife=long

service, Her song of thanksgiving is ond of the first hymms,

the direct model of the first Christian hym the Magnifiecat,

which has an indlcatior of the ooming greatnesa of the Anjfoint- .

ed King as typifled by the I:ings that God would gilve III‘IOIQ‘

The new name of God «jr24: 717} as used by Hamnnah in this

' first instance of silent prayer shows tha‘lfom in the darkest

hours of Israel some belived that God was ruling and guarding

the universe,® : :
But far too few Israelites placed thelr trust in God.

As has been noted above, the majority had sucoumbed to the

1, leyer, op, clt., pe 18, :
8: Ke!.l-l’)d'ﬂzao :'Saz;ne:l: pPe 7o Hamnah's prayer was based

upon a new name for Uod, Jehovah of hosts, which ocours for
the first time here, being uniknown in the iosalc period and
in §h° u:ge of -Tudg::. Itnlsoota are In Genesis 2, 1.
» yor', Op. o Pe
4, Btﬂnl;y';no O Gt#.’ Pe 41%.
5S¢ Kell=-Delitzsch, Samel, p. 7.



