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left such an indellble impression upon the remainder of St,.
Paul's life, that time and time again he makes reference to
his conversion in his Epistles and also in his public addresses.
That spirit of arrogant pride was transformed into a spirit of
deep humility. He was led into the city for he was blind from
this vision. How utterly different his entry now from the one
he had anticipated, Three days he had to walt in total dark-
ness. Three long days in which he would reflect the evils of
the past, but also rejoice in the glory of his conversion,

Thus did Saul the persecutor become Saul the soldler

of the Cross. He had been called to the Apostleship

by Christ himself...«.. and the investiture (for it

must be regarded as all one transaction) was now com-

pleted by Ananias, by baptism and the laying-on of

hands, and the communication of the Holy Spirit.

Henceforth the indomitable zeal, which had been

heretofore displayed (with what vain efforts!) to

.the destruction of the faith, was to be exerted

for its propagation. The scales had fallen from

his intellectual sight, and his life, Irom this time

%11l the dey when he laid his head upon the block,

was to be one unbroken series of toll and suffering,

of contempt of the world and deflance and danger

of struggles, through good report and evil repor&,

to the crown of everlasting glory., 1

Thus did God choose him who was His enemy to become His
primary tool in the bullding of Christianity of the early New
Testament era, But why should the Lord choose such an one who
was 8o hateful to the Gospel instead of the disciples who were
with Him personally? The ways of the lord are mysterious, we
know, and far past finding out. But with Stalker we can safe-

ly say that none of the original group ‘was equal to this emexr-

1, Thomas Lewin, The Life snd Epistles of St. Paul, Vol. I,
page 54. : '



EBeNecY.

They were Gallilean fishermen, fit enough to teach
within the bounds of their native Palestine., But
beyond Palestine lay the great world of Greece and
Rome - the world of vast populations, of power and
culture, of pleasure and business. It needed a
man of unlimited versatility, of education, of im-
mense human sympathy and breadth, to go out there
with the gospel message; a man wﬁo could not only
be a Jew to the Jews, but a Greek to the Greeks, a
Roman to the Romans, a barbarian to the barbarians;
a man who could encounter not only rabbis in their
synagogués, but proud magistrates in their courts
and philosophers in the haunts of learning; & man
who could face travel by land and by sea, who could
exhibit presence of mind in every variety of cir-
cumstances, and would be cowed by no difficulties.
No man of this size belonged to the original apos-
tolic circle; but Christianity needed such a one,
and he was found in Paul, 2

Immediately after he was baptized, Paul began to preach
the Gospel in Damascus. He felt the all-importance of this
business of preaching Christ who had galled him out of dark-
ness into His marvelous light, Already we see the most pro-
nounced trait of his personality manifesting itself in his
eagerness to preach the Gospel., But these days of preaching
in Damascus were short-lived. The Jews were astounded. They
knew why he had come, And now he was boldly preaching the
dootrine of those Christians, whom he came to destroy., Paul's
life was in danger, therefore he left the city, Consclous of
his divine mission, he never felt that it was necessary to
consult "those Apostles before him, but went into Arabia, and
returned again to Damascus,® (Gal. 1,17).

2, Stalker, op. oit., p. 15.
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Three years he spent in Arabla. Three years of his life
in which no specific mention of his activity is made. Just
why he went there we do not know. But we may conclude with
considerable certainty that he went into retirement to grasp
in thought those detalls and bearings of the divine revela-
tion of which he had been put into posesﬂ.on.s What thoughts
must have passed through his changed mind during these years
of solitude! Here in Arabia, he undoubtedly looked back upon
hils life; how he had been given over so zealously, so con-
scientiously to the Jewish tradition; how the pictures of those
dying Christians he had put to death seemed to tear at his mind,
But he was brought to the knowledge of the truth. He felt the
love of Jesus, who had come down from heaven, so to speak, to
stop him from following the road to perdition. Jesus had given
him back his forfelted 1life and placed him in that position
which had always appeared to him the prize of life, He could
‘not but put himself at Hls service with ail his efforts. That
burning Phariseelcel zeal; that boldness; that courage; that
consciénti.ousness ; that wisdom and sound education; that pride;
that sincerity would be used to thelr fullest powers in the
service of the Savior of all mankind, Brought to a full under-
standing of real humility, patience, tenderness, and sympathy
through his conversion to Christianity, Paul now dedicated his
life to the preaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. He was

5. Stalkﬁr, Q. m.’ p. 52.




chosen to use these God-glven endowments of personality in

the promulgation of this privilege. This was his sincere and
bold conviction that led him henceforth through trials and
persecutions, through storms and stonings, to his end in Rome;
this masterplece of Christian confession: "I am not ashamed of
the Gospel of Christ: for 1t is the power of God unto salvation
to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the
Greck, " '

Ye have briefly discussed the formative influences of
Paul's personality, which have expressed themselves in various
traits in his latter life and which have become a potent fac—
tor in his success as a migsionary. In the following pages
each personality trait will reveal itself as we follow Paul
in his jowrneys.

4, Rom. 1, 16.



IVe The First Missionary Journey

The next we hear of Paul 1s that he "returned again un-
to Damagcus.” (Gal, 1,17) Here he preached the Gospel with
much fervor, He knew that, no sooner would he begin to preach
Christ crucified, the Jews would seek to destroy him as he
himself had previously done to the Christians, But he felt
that he was born to be an apostle, a migsionary, and an evan-
gelist, He designated himself as one "called to be an apostle
of Jesus Christ by the will of God." (1 Cor. 1,1) "Necessity
is laid upon me," he says, "yea, woe 1s me if I preach not the
gospel.® (1 Cor, 9,16) The matter demanded haste, and he set
himgelf tc the task with eager interest and unguenchable zeal.
Danger or no danger, he had a duty to perform. And with the
zeal and ever-readiness that was typlcally Paul, he boldly
and courageously began to preach.

It wasn't long when the Jews began to take actlion against
him, Paul was immediately sent out of the city by his friends,
who lowered him from a window outside the city gates in order
that he could escape safely. Now already Paul had a foresight




of the 1life he was to lead in order to be an apostle of Jesus
Christ. So soon, as he writes later, he experienced "perils
by his own countrymen, and perils in the city;" already "“in
Journeyings often, in weariness and painfulness,"(2 Cor. 11,
26,27) he began to learn "how great things he was to suffer®
(Acts 9,16) for the name of Christ. Now_he fled to Jerusalem,
What feelings must have attended his approach to Jerusalem.,
As he drew near the gates, he might have passed by the spot
where he had so exultingly assisted in the stoning of Stephen,
but he entered perfectly content, were it God's will, to be
dragged out through them to the same fate. Yet, not without
grief and awe could he look upon that city of his forefathers,
over wvhich he now knew that the judgment of God was impending,
And not without aéd emotlions could one of so tender a nature
think of the alienation of thosé who had been his warmest
assoclates. The sanguine hopes, however, springing from his
own honest convictions, and his fervent zea.:l'.. to communicate
the truth to others, predominated his mind.

Thus "he attempted to Join himeelf to the disciples of
Christ." But as the Jews hated him, so the Christians sus-
pected him, It was not until Barnabas came forward and intro-

duced him to the apostles that he was admitted into their group.

He conferred with the Apostles; particularly Peter and James,
And as in Damasscus, he "disputed among the Greclans." Paul

1. cfr., Conybeare and Howson, op. git., p. 102,
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Just wae not the type of man to rest; he had to make known
the Truth. It would have been very easy for him, now that
he knew the way to salvation, to go about quietly and avoid
all the suffering which was awalting him., But that innate
zeal, fervor, and boldness would not allow him to rest; no,
not for a moment, Therefore, out he went, fearlessly preach-
ing and teaching. Here, agaln, as in Damascus, they sought
ways and means to take hig life., But the apostles sent him
to the home of his childhood. He probably was quite reluc-
tant to leave, but the Lord had cut him out for a much wider
field, One day as he was praying in the Temple, he fell in-
to a trance and saw Jesus, who spoke to him and sald that he
ghould quickly depart out of Jerusalem for he was to be sent
to the Gentiles (Acts 22, 17-21). The scene of his apostolic
victories was not to be Jerusalem,

Here in Tarsus, Paul spent eight years of which we have
no record of his activity, In his last residence he was a
Jew, and not only a Jew, but a Pharisee; and he looked on the
Gentiles around him as outcasts from the favor of God., Now
he was a Christian, and not only a Christian, but a misslonary
conscious of his mission to the Gentlles. The lord Jesus had
appeared to him personally on the Damascus road, and three
‘times thereafter in a vislion, with the message that he was to
bring the Gospel to the Gentiles. We could hardly think of
Paul, bibbling over with anxiety to announce the good news,
spending these important years doing nothing. Now at least,




if not before in his life, we may be sure that he would have
come into active Antercourse with the heathen philosophers of
the region. He would prepare to argue with them on their own
ground., Whether he was successful or not we do not know, At
any rate, he was preparing for the future; and we will, in the
following chapter, see Paul making a bold stand agalnst the
heathen philosophers at Athens. Paul was full of zeal, his
heart was warm with love and compassion for those poor blind
heathen souls, and he undoubtedly presched and taught the Gos-
pel to his fellow=countrymen.

After the vislon of Peter, and after a group of mission-
aries had come to Phenice, Cyprus, and Antioch, and were suc—
cesgful, the apostles at Jerusalem sent Barnabas to Antioch.
Barnsbas first sought out Paul; and they labored zealously in
Antloch, Scon these two assoclates went to Jerusalem to bring
the people of Judea a collection of food and money. Back again
in Jerusalem, Paul and Barnabes met with the other apostles,
and it was not long when they returned to Antioch. From there
they were sent by the Holy Spirit (Acts 13,2) on the first
great misslionary Jjourney.

They left Antioch, and, after passing through Seleucla,
gailed for the island of Cyprus, dJohn Hark accompanied them
on this jJourney. After they docked at Salamis, they immedi-
ately went to the synagogue of the Jews and preached the Word
of God., This was new territory for Paul and he did not shrink
at the thought of falling into troubdge; he rather went boldly



shead, for his heart was filled with a passionate zeal %o

bring the message of salvation to anyone with whom he came

into contact. It 1is of particular interest to note that the
first thing mentlioned upon his entering a city is that he

would seek a esymst.gcw.;l.te.’a This was Paul's method throughout

his entire ministry. It was this aggressiveness, this seeking
every opportune mement to preach that was a predominate charac-
teristic in Paul.

At Paphos, Sergius Paulus, the Roman proconsul, was in
charge, and with him lived a Jewigh impostor named Bar-Jesus
(better known as Elymas the Sorcerer). Sergius Paulus, upon
hearing of the presence of Paul and Barnabags, called them to
him so that he could hegrthelr doctrine, Elymas, who was in
good standing with Sergius Paulus, thought that these strangers
would influence the Proconsul with thelr teaching, The thought
of losing his distinguished and lucrative position was too
much for him and he met the apostles in open controversy. And,
as Farrar states, he spared neither argument nor insult in his
endeavor to persuade Sergius Paulus of the absurdity of the
new falth., Instantly Paul came to the front to bear the full
force of the sorcerer's opposition. A less convinced or less

courageous man might well have shrunk from individual collision

2, In the worship of the synagogue, after the prayers and
the reading from the Law and the Prophets, the manuscript was
rolled up and returned to the Chazin (Luke 4,20). Then fol-
lowed a pause during which strangers or learned men, who had
*any word of consolation® or exhortation, rose and addressed
the meeting. Cfr,, Conybeare and Howson, op. git., p. 173.



with a personage who evidently ocoupled a position of high

* consideration in the immedlate household of the noble Roman.
But to a spirit like St., Paul's, while there could be infi-
nite compassion for lgnorance, infinite sympathy with infir-
mity, infinite tenderness towards penitence, there could, on
the other hand, be no compromise with imposture, and no toler-
ance for 1nsolenoe.s Paul's soul waxed hot. He came down upon
the loquacious cheat without mercy. In glowing indignation
he boldly went up to Elymas and fastened his flashing eyes on
the culprit and told him plainly what he was (Acts 13,10).
Then in a solemn tone, Paul pronounced the punishment of the
lord upon him, Elymas was to be blind. The denunciation
ingstantly took effect; the sorcerer felt in a moment that his
impostures were annihilated, and that he stood in the presence
of the Juétlce of God,

This blinding of the false prophet opened the eyes of
Sergius Paulus., VWhat manner of man was this, wﬁo g0 boldly
and with such indignation denounced this sorcerer and made
him blind? This thought and many others must have run through
the perplexed mind of the Roman Proconsul. Whether or not he
was baptized into the Christlan falth we are not told. "But
we cannot doubt that when the Progonaul was converted, his in-
fluence would make Christianity rept_xtable ; and that from this
moment the Gentiles of the island, as well as the Jews, had

&
the news of salvation brought home to them,"

3., Cfr., Farrar, op. git., p. 199,
4, Conybeare and Howson, op. ¢it., p. 149,



Paul and Barnabss had prospered so much in the island of
Cyprus, that they now proposed to enter upon a wider field, and
transfer their labors to the opposite continent. Asia Minor
was a much different field than Cyprus., But the vastness of
the field, the varlations of languages, the influence of hea-
then philosophers, the persecution that would be encountered,
the opposition of the Jud.é.izere seemed to Paul but small
obstacles. He felt the hand of God gulding him onward; he
knew Christ's promise: "Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the
end of the world.," He had Just experienced with the help of
God, an overwhelming success in the lsland of Cyprus, and now,
with renewed zeal and boldness, with deep love and sympathy
for his fellow-men and the ignorant heathen, Paul set sail for
Perga in Pamphylia.

John Mark, who was travelling with Paul and Barnabas, left
lthem at Perga and returned to Jerusalem, There must have been
a feeling of indignation in Paul's heart at the desertion and
defection of Maerk, when at the very moment he could have been
least replaced, and when the difficulties which he could so
greatly have lightened began to assume their most formidable
.«sﬂ:\za,pe.5 It seems that Paul had suddenly taken ill at Perga
end deemed 1t necessary to go into the higher regions of the
country to regain his s‘l:'rengt:h.6

6. Cfr,, Lgit., P. 202,
6. crr., W. Amdt 8 notea on New Testament Introduction,
Pe 8’ aleso W, Msay, ﬂ. ‘Em Eﬂ Pe 92-94, Note:

Gal. 4, 13 £f,



At any rate, they came to Antloch and on the Sabbath
went to the synagogue. Paul, agaln, tekes every ‘opportm:.ty
that he can selze to preach the Gospel "to the Jew first;
then also to the Greek." (Rom. 1,16) In the speech which
followed, we have a remarkable expression of Paul's personali-
ty end individuality, 8t, Paul's power as a speékar is
showvn in this address. R. Tuck, in his exposition of this

speech as found in the Pulplit Commentayy, says:

Hlis power lay in the intensity of his views; and
in his strong sympathy with his audlence, which
made him quick to adapt himself to them, and so
to press home his thought. In this address we
may notice: l. His characteristic attitude, stan-
ding up and beckoning with the hand (ch, 17,22;
21,40; 23,1; 26,1). 2. His conciliatory intro-
ductions: he always strives first to be sure of
a common platform with his sudience. 3. His skill
in degling with the early hilstories; which sgerved
his purpose in two ways ~ (1) by securing the
attention of his Jewish audiences, which are to
this day always pleased with reviews of the na-
tional history; and (2) by bringing out the pre-
paratory character of the earlier dispensation,
and fitting his gospel message to it as a com=-
pletioNeseecseree and his force of passionate
pleading and application of the truth to indi-
viduals, as shown in Acts 13, 40.41, 7

8t, Paul also knew that there was a general sentiment
concerning John the Baptlst, and he prudently takes advantage
of it showing how John gave his indirect and direct witness
to the Messlahship of Jesus of Nazareth,

Vhen the address was completed, many Jews and Gentlles
that believed followed Paul to hear more. He did not turn
away from thin telling them to come back the next Sabbath to

7. H, Spence and J, Exell, The Pulpit Commentary ( the Acts
of the Apostles, Vol, I), p. 433,

N



hear more; Paul wasn't that type; instead he and Barnabas
continued to speak to them "persuading them to continue in
the grace of God." (Acts 13,43) Such was the love which

Paul had for people; such was, by the grace of God, the power
of his influence upon these people. The next Sabbath almost
the whole city came together to hear the Word of God (Acts 13,
44). But when they heard that this Messish was also to
"lighten the Gentiles," they flew into a rage and vehemently
opposed Paul and Barnabas and stirred up the devout women and
chief men of the clty to persecute them, Both Paul and Bar-
nabas, in spite of the impending danger, boldly preached and
courageously remained there until they were expelled from the
city.

The same thing occurred in Iconium, But here they per-
severed and lingered for some considerable time standing
fearlessly before the hateful mobs, ®*It must have taken no
small amount of courage to stand up in a Jewish synagogue as
he did and, by an appeal to the resurrection of Jeéus after
his condemnation by the Jews, prove that the Jewlish national
leaders had been vanquished and the old system superseded by
a new era of freedom. "8 Paul's was such a spirit, so con=-
gclentious and full of religious zeal, that he did not leave
r.mt.tll the Jews attempted to stone him,

At Lystra, the experience of Paul and Barnabas was alto-

8. B. W. Robinson, The Life of Paul, p. 82.




