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W1 th his blll ot arrest and men to aid h1m, Saul started 

his JoUl'!l.ey trom Jel'USalem to Damascus,. a dis·tanoe ot nearl.7 

150 miles. It was. while tra.Tellng thiR long Joumey that be 

Wldoubted17 thought o.f the deeds committed 1n the past. Would 

he not wonder whether oi- not he might be 1n the wrong! But 

there was that P~seeical pride whioh torbade him t.o exam1ne 

ser1o,ualy whether he might not atter all be 1n the wrong. And 

so he oont1nued until the JoUPney was about to an end. Suc1den-

1y there appeared a bl1nd1ng light around him. Saul tell to 

the e.arth trembling wi t:h tear. It was J esua speak:1ng to hiJII: 

•aau1, Saul. why peraeoutest tho·u me'l I It was not he, the 

proud and haughty Saul, wll() was giving the COJIDDNld, but 1t wu 

Christ whom he had been persecuting. Helpless and aatonishttd 

he humbly asked what he was to do. fl1e hea"Yenly w1oe told 

him to ar·1se and go to . Damaeous. 

Saul arose a ditterent man. He had tallen 1n death, and 

he now rose 1n lite. What a changed man he had become 1n these 

tew moments while gro.vellng 1n the desert dustf ThLa 1no1dent 



left suoh an indelible 1mpresaion upon the remainder of st. 
Paul's lite, that tlllle and -tlme again he makes reterenoe to 

his conversion 1n h1• Epistles and alao 1n hi-a publlo addNssea. 

That sp1r1t ot arrogant pride was transfol'lled into a spirit ot 

deep hum111 i1. He was led into the c1 ty tor he was blind troa 

this vision. Bow ~tterl7 d1tterent his entry now from the one 

he had anti.oJ.pat_ed. ihree days ha bad to wa1 t 1n total dark­

ness. Three long days in wbioh he would retleot the evils ot 

the past, but also reJo1oe 1n the glory ot h1s conYere1on. 

Thus did Baul the persecutor become Saul the soldier 
ot the Cross. He had been called to the Apostleshlp 
by Christ himaelt •••••• and the 1nveat1ture (tor 1.t 
must be regarded as all one transaction) was now com­
pleted by Ananias, b7 bapt1SJI and the laying-on ol 
hands, and the oommun1oat1on ot the Holy Spirit. 
Henceforth the indomitable zeal, which had been 
heretofore displayed (with what vaia efforts!) to 

-~the ·destruction ot the ta1th, was to be exerted 
tor its propagation. The scales had fallen from 
h1s intellectual sight, and his Ute, from th1a t11le 
til l the day _ when he laid hls head upon the block., 
was to be one unbroken eer1ea· of toil and sutfer1ng, 
of Qontempt o-t the world and det1anoe ancl. danger1 . 
ot struggles, through good report and eY11 repo", 
to· the crown of nerlast1ng glory. l 

Thus did God ohoose him who waa. H1a enemy to beoome Hls 

primacy too1 1n the building ot Ohnst1an1 ty- of the early Hew 

Testament era. But why shoul.d 'the 14rd_ohoose such an ~ne who 

was s9 hatetu1 to the Goepel instead ot the d1sc1ples who were 

with H1m personally? The waTB ot the Lord are mysterious, we 

know, and tar past finding .out. But with Stalker we can sate-
, 

17 sa7 that none ot the original group was equa1 to thia eaa--

-
1. Thomas Lewin, .D! W:te .!Im EQj.s:Qes .2' D.• Paul, Vol. I, 

page 54. · 



·geno7. 

They were Galilean. t1ahermen, t1t enough to. teach 
within the bounds ot their native Palestine. But 
be7ond Palestine lay the great world ot Greece an4 
Home - the world ot vast populations, ot powe~ and 
culture, ot pleasure and business. It needed a 
man of unlimited versatillt7, ot education, ot im­
mense human sympathy and breadth to go out 'there 
with the gospel message, a man• could not onl.7 

-be a Jew to the Jews, but a Greek to the Greeks .• & 
Roman to the Romans, a barbarian to the barbarians; 
a man who co.uld encounter not only rabbis 1n their 
synagogues, but proud magistrates 1n their com-ts 
and philosophers 1n the haunts o·t learningJ a man 
who could taoe travel by land and by sea, who could 
exhibit preeenoe ot mind 1n every var1,ty ot oir­
oumstances, and would be co~ed 'by llO d1tticult1es. 
No man of this size belonged to the orig1nal apoa­
tol1o circle; but Ohr1st1an1ty needed such a one, 
and he was totmd ln ·Paul. 2 

11 

Immediately after he was _bapt1zecl, Paul began to preach 

the Goepe:l 1n Damascus. He te1t the all-1mportanoe of this 

business of preaching Christ who had called h1a out of dark­

ness into H1s mal'VeloU& light.. Already we see the moat pro­

nounced trait of his peraona1i·t1 rnan1.fest1ng 1tael.t 1n h1a 

eagerness to preaoh the Goepel. But these 4ays ot preacb1ng 

1n Damascus were short-lived. The Jews were astowuled. They 

knew why he bad come. And now he was ~ldly preaob1ng the 

dootr1ne ot those Christiana~ whom lie eame t:o dest.ro7. Paul's 

life was 1n danger-, therefore he left the oit7. Conao1oua of 

his d1v1ne m1ssJ.on, he never felt that it was neoeaaa.17 to 

consult "those Apostles before him, but went into Arabia, and 

returned again to Damascus,• (Gal. 1,1.,..). 

2. Stalker.,. &• . .2J.l,. ~ P• 16. 



Three years he spent in Ambia. Three years of.his lite 

1n which· no speoitio mention of ~s aot1 Ti ty is made. Just 

why he. went there we do not know. But we may conclude 1f1Ul 

considera~le certainty that he went into retiNment to grasp 

1n thought those deta11a and bearings ot the <11v1ne reTela-
. 3 

t1on ot wh1ch he had been put lnto possession. What thoughts 

must have passed through his changed mind during these 7eare 

of solitude! Here 1n Arabia, he undoubtedl.7 looked back upon 

hie lit'e; how he bad been gJ.ven over so zealoualJ', so con­

sc1ent1ousl;r to the Jewish tradition; how the pictures of those 

dying Ohr1st1ans he had pl& t .o death seemed to teaza at his mind. 

But he was brought to the knowledge of" the truth. He felt the 

love ot Jesus, who had come &nm t.rsom heaven,. so to ·speak, to 

stop him trom following the road to perd1 tion. J-esus bad g1 ven 

him back his forfeited lite and placed h1m 1n that position 

which had always appeared to him the prize ot lite. He could 

·not but put himself at His service with all his efforts. bot 

bum1ng Phar1seei()8.l z.eal; that boldness; that courage.;. that 

conso1ent1ouaness;. that wisdom and sowid educat1on; that pride; 

that sinoent7 would be used to their· fullest powers 1n the 

se:rvice of the Sanor ot all mankind. Brought to a tull under­

standing of- real hurn111ty, patience, tendemess, and sympathy 

through his oonvel's1on to Christianity, Paul now ded1cated his 

lite to the preach1ng of t ·he Gospel ·of Jesus Christ. He was 

3. Stalker, .22• .aa.1•, P• 52. 
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chosen to use these Ood•g1ven endo,.aenta ot· personalSty 1n 

the p~mulgat1on ot thla privilege·. !hls was b.1a a1noere and 

bo1d conviction that led h1a henoe1'ol'ith thPougb tr1ala and 

pereeout1ons, tbro.ugh stol'IDa and ston1nga, to bis end ln Rolle; 

th1s masterpiece of Ohr1.st1an confessions 11 am not ashamed ot 

the GGepel of Chr1stt tor 1t le the power ot God uato salvation 

to ev~ry one that believeth;. to the .Jew first-, an4 also to the 
4 

Greek." 

We have brJ..etly diaousaed the :torma,1ve 1ntluenoes ot 

Paul1 s personality_, wh1Qh have expN~sed themselyes 1n var1o·ua 

traits .in his latter lite and wh1oh have become a potent fac­

tor 1n hie succ,-ess .as a m1ss1onar.,. In the 1'ollew1ng pages 

eaoh personality trait will reveal 1te·elt as ,we follow Pa"1, 

in his Journeys. 

4. Rom. 1, 16 .. 
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IV.. The First K1as1onary Journey 

The next we hear ot Paul is that he "'retumed again un­

to Damascus.• (Gal. 11 17) Here he preached the Gospel with 

muoh tervor. He knew that-, no sooner would he beg1n to preach 

Christ crucified, the Jews would seek to destroy h1m as he 

himself had previously done to the Christians. But he telt 

that he was born to be an apostle, a missionary, and an evan­

gelist. He designated himself as one •called to be an apostle 

of Jesus Christ byt the will ot God."' (1 Cor. 1,1) 1Beoese1ty 

is .la.id upon me,• he says, •yea, woe is me it I preach not the 

gospel." (1 Cor. 9,16) The matter demanded haste, anq. he a.et 

himself to tlie task with eager interest and unquenchable zeal. 

Danger or no danger, he bad a duty to perform. And with the 

zeal and ever-readine·ss that was typically Paul, he boldly 

and courageously began to preach. 

It wasn't long when the Jews began to take action against 

~. Paul was immediately sent out ot the o1'ty by his friends, 

who lowered him :trom a window outside the city gates 1n order 

that he could ee~pe safely. Now alreadJ" Paul had a torea1ght 



ot the. lite he was to lea41n order to be an apostle of Jeaua 

Christ.. So soon, aa he writes later, he expe~enced •perils 

by h1s own oomti-ymen, and perils 1n the c1t1r• ~adT. 1·1n 

Joµmey1nga often, 1n weal'llneea and painrulneas,•(2 Oor. 11, 

26.2'1) he began -to leam 1how gi-eat th1nga he was to suffer• 

(Ao.ts ~,16) tor the name of Christ. How he fled to Jeruaal-•• 

What feelings must have attended ~s approach to Jerusalem. 

As he drew near the. gates, he might have passed by the spot 

where he had so exultingly ass1ated _1n the atoni:DB ·o~ Stephen, 

but he entered. perfectly content, were 1t God's 1'111,. to be . . 

dragged out through them to the same .tate. Yet, not without 

grief and awe oould he look upon tha·t city ot M:s forefathers, 

over wh1oh he now knew that the Judgment of God was 1mpencUng. . . 
And not without sad emotions could one o'f so ,ender a nat\11"8 

th1nk ot the alienation of those who ~d been his warmest 

aesoc11!,tea. '.l'he sanguine hopes, ·however, spr.1ng1ng trom his 

own honest conv1ot1one, and h1e t .erv~t zeal to oommunJ.oate . 1 
the truth to e:>then, predom1.nated hJ.s m1na:. 

Thus •he. attempt.ed to. Join himself to, the d1sc1pl.ea of 

Christ." But as the Jews hated him, so the Ohr1st1ana aua­

peoted him. It was not· unt11 Barnabas oame :forward and intro-
. 

duced h1m t-o the apostles that he was adJllit.ted into their group. 

He eon:rerred w1.th the Apostles; particularly Pe'taer and Jaaea.· 

And as 1n Damascus, he "disputed among the Greoiana.• Paul. 

1. otr., Conybeare and Jlowson, RR• .111•, P• 102. 
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Jus.t was ~~t . the type ot man to rest; he ha~ to make known 

the Truth. It would have been Teey easy tor h1m., now t~t 

he knew the way to salvation, to go ·abou~ qU1.etl7· and aToid 

all the suffering which ·was awa1 ting hlm. But that 1nnate 

zeal, :terv.or, an(l boldness wo·uld not allow h11D to res·ti no, 

not tor a moment. Therefore, out he went, tearlessl.7 preaoh-

1ng and 1;each1ng. Here, again, aa 1n Damascue, the7 sough't 

ways and meane to take his lite. But the apostln sent h1m 

tQ the home ·or h1s ohlldhood. He probably was qu1 te reluc­

tant to leave, but the Lord bad out him out. tors. much wider 

field. One day as he was praying in .the Temple, he tell in­

to a trance and saw Jesus, who spoke to h1m and sa1d that l}.e 

should quickly depart out of JeNSalem tor·he was to be sent 

to the Gentiles (Acts 22~ 17-21). The -aeene ot h1s apoatol1~ 

v1ctorles was no~ to be Je~salem. 

Here 1n Tarsus,. Paul. spent eight years o:t wh1oh we have 

no· record o:t his activity. In his last residence he was a 

Jew, and not only a Jew, but a Pharisee; and he looked on the 

Gentiles aro:und him as ou.tcasts trom the favor of' God. Row 

he wae a ·Ohr1st1an, and not only a Christian, but a missionary 

conec1ous ot his mission to the Gentiles. file Lord Jesus had 

appeared. to him personally on the Dama.sous road, and three 

· times thereafter 1n a vision, with the message. that he was'° 

bring the Gospel to the Gentiles. We could bardly th1nk of' 

P~ul,: babbling oYer with anxiety to announce tile good newa, 

spending these important 7eara doing nothing. Now at least, 



1t not before 1n his lite, we ma.7 be sure that he would have 

come 1nto ~ct1ve intercourse with the heathen philosophers ot 

the region. He would prepare to argue nth them on the~ own 

ground. Whether he was suocessM. or not .we do not: know. At 

any ~te., he wa.a preparing tor the future; and we w111. 1n the 

tollow1ng chapter, see Paul ~\·ng a bold s·tand against the 

heathen philosophers at .Athene. Paul was :tu1l. of zeal., h1e 

heart. was warm with love and eompassion tor thoae poor bl1ncl 

heathen souls, and he undoub1iedl1 preached a.nd taught the Gos­

pel to hie fellow-countrymen. · 

After the vision of Peter, and after a group of m1ss1on­

ar1es had come to Phenloe, Cyprus, and Antioch. and were auo­

oesatul, the apostles at Jerus~em sent; Bamabas to Antioch. 

Barnabas f'irst sought out Paul; and the;r laboNd zealously 1n 

Antioch. Soon these- two aasc>oia tea went to JerwJalm to bring 

the people ot Judea a <1ollect1on ot teod and mon$;r. Back again 

1.n Jerusalem, Paul and .Barnabas met with the other apostles, 

and it was not long when they returned to Anttooh. From there 

they were sent b7 the Holy Sp1l'lt (Acts 13.2) on the tirst. 

great missionary Journey. 

They left Antioch,. and, after passing through Seleuo1a, 

sailed tor the island of Cyprus. John Mark accompanied them 

on this Jounley. A:rter they docked at SalamJ.s. they immedi­

ately went to the s7D&gogue ot the Je.ws and pNaohed the Word 

ot God. Thls was new territory- tor Paul and ·he did not shrink 

at the thought et falling 1nto t.roub'le; he rather went bolcU.y 
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ahead,, tor his heart was tilled with a passionate zeal to 

bring the me,sage o,t eal'Yation to anyone with whom he oaae 

into contaot. 1·t is ot particular interest to note tl'at the 

first thing mentioned µpon h1s entering a o1ty is that he 
2 

would seek a synagogue. This was Paul I s method throughout 

his entire ministry. I~ was tb1s aggress1veneea, this seeking 

every opportune mement to preach that was a predominate charae­

ter1st1c 1n Paul. 

At Paphos, Sergius Paulus, the Roman proconsul. was 1n 

charge, and with him lived a Jewish impostor named Ba.r--Jeaus 

(bette.r known as Elymas the Sorcerer). Serg1us Paulus, upon 

hearing ot the presence· of Paul and Bamabaa, called them to 

h1m so that he could hep-their doctrine. Elymaa, who waa 1a 

good standing with Sergius Paulus, thought· that these strangers 

would 1n1'luenoe the Proconsul w1 th their teaobing. The thought 

ot losing 11$.e d1et1ngu1shed and lucrative position -was too 

muoh tor him and he met the apostles 1n open controversy. And, 

as Farrar states, he spared neither arguaent nor insult .1D his 

endeavor to persuade Sergius Paulus ·or the absurdity ot the 

new faith. Instantly- Paul came to the b"ont. to b~ the tull. 

force ,;,t the sorcerer's opposition. A less convinced or leas 

courageous man might well have shrunk b'om 1nd1T1.dual collision 

2. In the worship ·of the synagogue, after the prayeN and 
the reading trom the Law and the Prophets. the manuscript was 
rolled up and retumed to the Ohaz1n (Luke 4 •. 20). Dien fol­
lowed a pause during wh1oh strangers or learned men, who had 
"any word ot consolation• or exhortation, rose and addressed 
the meeting. Ctr.,. Conybeare and Howson, .!m• ~ • . , p. 17:S • 



with a personag~ who eT14ently ocoup1ed a .. pos1t1on ot high . 

" cons1derat1on 1n the 1-ed1ate hous:ehold ot the noble &man. 

But to a spirit 11ke st. Paul's, while there could be 1nt1-

nite oompass1on tor ignorance, 1nt1n1~e sympathy with 1nt1r­

m1ty, infinite tendemess tow~s penitence, there could, on 

the other hand, be .no comprom1se ·with imposture,. and no toler-
. 3 

anoe for insolence. Paul's soul ~ed hot. He ~ down upon 

the loquacious cheat without meroy. In glowing 1ncl1gnat1on 

he boldly went up to Elymas and fastened h1s flashing eyes on 

the culprit and told him plainly what he was (Aots 13,10). 

Then 1n a solemn tone, Paul pronounced the punishment ot the 

Lord upon him. Elymas was to be blind. The den.wic1a t1on 

instantly took effect; the sorcerer felt 1n a moment that hls 

impostures were annihilated, and that he stood 1n the ·presence 

of the Justice of God. 

This blinding of the false prophet opened the eyes of 

·serg1ae Paulus. What manner ot man was this, who so bold1y 

and with suoh ind1gnat1.on deno'Wloed this sorce~er and made 

him blind? Thie thought and many others must have run through 

the perplexed mind of the Roman Proconsul. Whether or not he 
. . 

was baptized into the Christian faith we are not told. 'But 

we cannot doubt· ·that when the Pro.oonsul. was converted, his in-· 

f'luenoe would make Ohr1.st1an1ty rep~table; ~d that from this 
.. 

moment the Gentl.les ot the island, as well as the Je.ws, had 
• • 

the news ot salvation brought home to 'them.• 

3. Ct:r., Farrar, .22• .,gU., P• 199. 
4. Conybeare and Howson, .21?.• sll•, P• 149. 
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Paul and Barnabas had prospered so much 1n the island ot 

~yprus, that they now proposed to enter upon a ~der t~eld, and 

transfer the1r labors to the oppoe1 te ~nt1nent. Asia Minor 

was a much different field than Oyprua. But the vastness ot 

the field, the var1at1one ot languages, the 1nt1uenee ot hea­

then philosophers, the persecution that would be encountered, 

the oppos1t1on ot the Juda1zers seemed to Paul but small 

obstacles. He felt the hand ot God gu1d1ng him onward; he 

knew Obrie~•s promise: •w, I am with you alway, even unto the 

end of the world. 11 He bad Just experienced with the help ot 

God, an overwhelming success 1n the island of Cyprus, and now, 

with renewed zeal and boldness, with deep love and sympathy 

for his tellaw-men and the ignorant heathen, Paul set sail tor 

Perga 1n Pamphyl1a. 
' 

Jo~ Hark, who was travelling with Paul and Bamabas, left 

them at Perga and returned to Jerusalem. There must have been 

a feeling of 1nd1gnat1on 1n Paul's heart at the deeert-1,on and 

detection ot Yark,. when at the very moment he could have been 

least replaced, and when the d1ft1oult1es whLoh he oould so 

greatly have lightened began to assume their most tprmidable 
0 

shape. It seems that Paul. had suddenly taken 111 at Perga 

and deemed 1t necessary to go into the higher regions ot the 
6 

ooW'ltry to regain his strength. 

6. 01:r., Farrar, .w • ..all•, P• 202. 
s. err.,, w. AmdtTi notes on :t11~ijL';;1t In3i£9duct1on,. 

p. 8;, also w. llamaay, a. PflQ, la 'l'ra ltiP P• 92-9'. Hote. 
Gal. 4, 13 tt • 
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At. any rate, they came to Antioch and on the ·Sabbath 

went to the synagogue. Paul, again, takes ·every opportlmity 

that he oan seize to preach t~e Gospel "to the Jew til'et; 

then also to the Greek." (Hom. 1,16) In the speech which 

followed, we have a r~ble expression ot Paul·' a personalJ.­

ty and 1nd1v1dua11ty • . St, Paul•s power as a speaker 1s 

shown 1n th1e address. R. Tuok, in h1s exposition ot this 

speech as to\Uld 1n the Pulpit Qomments7, says: 

His power lay 1n the 1ntena1ty ot hie views.; and 
1n his strong sympat~ with h1s aud1enoe., wh1oh 
ma.de b1m qu1ok to adapt hlmsel.t to them, and so 
to press home his thought. ln this address- we 
may not1oe-: 1. His cbaracter1st1o att-1tude, stan­
ding up and beokoJµDg with the hand: .(ch. l'1,22J 
21,40; 23,1; 26,1). ·2. H1s cono1llatory 1ntro­
doot1ona: he always strives first to be sure ot 
a common plattorm w1 th his au.d1ence. 3. R1a skill 
1n det,Ung w1 th the early h1storlea,; which served 
his purpose 1n two wqs - (l) by eeourlng tile 
attention ot his Jew1sh aud.1ance.s~ wh1oh are to 
this day always pleased with reviews ot the na­
tional history; and (2) by bringing -out the pre­
paratory character- or the earlier dispensation. 
~d t1tt1ng his gospel message to 1t as a co~ 
pletion •••••••••• and bis ~oroe ot passionate 
pleading and application o·t the truth to 1nd1-
v1dua1e, as shQwn 1n Acts 13, 40.41. 7 

St. Paul also knew that there was a general sentiment 

concerning John the. Baptist,. and he prudently takes advantage 

of it showing bow John gave his 1nd1reot and direct witness 

~o the Mesaiahshlp o·t Jes·us of Nazareth. 

When the address was completed, many Jews and Gerltiles 

that believed followed Paul to hear more. He did not tum 
e , 

away trom tl:ml telling them to oome ba.ok the next Sabbath to 

7. H. Spenoe and J. Exell., .b :Culpit Commentarz ( the Acts 
of the Apostles. Vol. 1), P• 433. · 



heai- more; Paul waan •·t that type; 1nstead he and Bamabas 

eont1nued ta ape~ to th• 1persuacU.ng them to oont1nue 1n 

the grace of God.• (Aots 13,43) Suoh was the love which 

Pau1 bad tor· people; . e.uoh was) by ~e graoe of God, the power 

ot h1.s 1n:tluenoe upon these people. The next Sabbath almost 

the. whole c1t7 oame together to hear the Word ot God (Acts 13, 

44). But when they heard that this Messiah was alao to 

'lighten the Gent1les, 1 they tlew into a . rage and vehementl.7 

opposed Paul and Barnabas and st1rred up '"1e deTout women and 

chief men ot the o1 ty to persecute them. Both Paul. and Bar­

nabas, 1n spite· ot the 1mpencl1ng danger, boldly preached and 

oourageousl7 remained there until they were expelled trc>m the 

city. 

The same thing ooeurred 1n Ioon1um. But here they per­

severed and lingered tor some· considerable time standing 

f'ea:rle.esly be·1'o:re the ha. tetul mobs. "'It must have taken no 

small amount of' courage to stand up 1n a Jewish synagogue as 

he did and, by an appeal to the l"esurreot1on or Jesus aner 

h1s condemnation by the Jews, prove that the J ·ewish national 

leaders had. been vanqulshed and the old system superseded by 
8 

a new era ot freedom.• Paul's was such a spirit, so oon-

sc1en.t1ou and ru1l ot .religious zeal., that he dld not lean 

until the Jews attemp.ted to stone· h1Jll. 

At Lystra, the e.xperienoe or- Paul and Barnabas was a1to-

s. B. w. Robina.on, at .LI.ti ~ Pay],, P• aa. 


