Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis

Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary

Bachelor of Divinity Concordia Seminary Scholarship
5-1-1944

Paul's Activity After His First Roman Imprisonment

Elmer Kroening
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, ir_kroeninge@csl.edu

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv

O‘ Part of the History of Christianity Commons

Recommended Citation

Kroening, Elmer, "Paul's Activity After His First Roman Imprisonment" (1944). Bachelor of Divinity. 84.
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv/84

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Concordia Seminary Scholarship at Scholarly
Resources from Concordia Seminary. It has been accepted for inclusion in Bachelor of Divinity by an authorized
administrator of Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary. For more information, please contact
seitzw(@csl.edu.









20..

(comprehendit) quia (quae) sub praesentia ejus
singula gerebantur, sicutl et semote passionem
Petri evidenter declarat, sed profectionem

Paull ab urbe ad Spaniam proficscentis (omittit)s
But the learned Professor has, I think, failed
to catch the authors meaning, and has inserted
the word tomittie' very umnecessarily. The
Latter part, as given in Reliqg. Sacrae, thus:
slcuti et gsemote (for semota) passionem Petri
evidenter declarai, sed (sed reposuit, Friendall)
profectionem Paul ab urbe ad Spaniam proficis-
centis. Reliq. Sacrae, iv, 4, where the whole
canon will be found. The meaning is that Luke
comprised in the Acts those events only which
were within his own immediate knowledge (quae
sub praesentia ejus singula gerebantur), and

by passing over the martyrdom of Peter and the
visit of Paul to Spain, Luke plainly lmplies =

- arzues che canon =--- that they did not come
under his personal notlice. The passage, there-
fore, should be thus rendered: 'Luke to the
most excellent Theophilus comprises all those
things which were enacted under his presence;

80 that he manifestly declares the martyrdom

of Peter and departure.of Paul when setting out
from the city for Spain,. to be matters removed
from him,' i. e. not enacted under his presence.
Wnatever be the true interpretation, the fact

is transparent that Paul, as was then believedi
had on hls release sailed from Rome to Spain. 8

Epiphanius (who flourished in the first part

of the fourth century) states that Peter and Paul
were the first bishops there, but not permanently
resident, as they had to malke circuita in dis=-
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tant parts: § . 03 =
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Epiphan. Haeres. xxvil. 6, 1ib. 1. tom. 2. 12

Cyril of Jerusalem who flourishad AsDe 355-*86,
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19. T. Lewin, op. cit., P« 296




\ \ \ C \ N N
K2 Ty docdida fw,umYT K3l Ag;X.J‘”L

$Z3v138 Thy ZPosu wiay Tol Knpey MIToS ' ;

EKTELvayTaF Catechesis, xvil. c. 26. 20

- Chrysoatom, on the contrary (who died A.De.
407), assumes that Paul, after his libera-
tion at Rome, did reach Spain; but he adds
that 1t was not known whether he returned

\

thence into the eastern parts. yela :JEZ
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Comment. on 2 Time S. 4; Homile. 10, 8¢ 3e
But that Paul, if he went to Spaln, did re-
turn to the East 1s evidenced by the Second
kplstle to Timothy, as I have shown else=-
where (see page 291, ants),

Jerome (born A.D. 331, dledA.D. 420) agrees
that Paul visited Spain, and went thither
directly after his release: Sciendum au-
tem . . . Panlum a Nerone Dimlssum, ut
Bvangelium Christi in Occldentis quoque
partibus praedicet. Hleron. de Eccles.
Script. c. 5. Paulus apostolus =« « « «
vocatus a Donmino effusus est super faclem
univerusque ad Eisganias tenderet., Hieron.
on AmosS,; Ve 8496

Theodoret also who flourished A.D. 443-450,
asgerts the same thing more than once: -
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20, Ibid.
21. 1bid.
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lv. 14, and again Comm. on Philippo. 1. 9. 23

It seems I'rom the quotations just given that we should be
fully convinced that Paul made a journey to Spain, but even
then we {ind the most recent writer on this subject to disa-
gree and call the journey of Feul %o Spalm a hypothesls. He
writes: g ;

The hypothesis of the jo"mey of Paul to
Spain comes from the exprsssion of his de-
sire to go there; but this does not prove
that his desire was actually fulfilled.
The words of Clement of Rome from the year
26 C. Ee, that Paul *preached the gospel
to the uttermost bounds of the westt!; are
only an exaggeration of which not even Eu-
sebius knows anything. There are no signs
of Pauline activitles in Spain; Christiani-
ty did not penetrate to that country_be-
fore the end of the second centurye. 4.

Klausner, however, refers only to Zusebius, to no other wri-
ters. He calls the words of Clement of Rome an exaggeration.
We may refute his statement with one sentence and that in a
questlion. Do you suppose all the other writers, such as,
Theodoret, Jeroame, Chrysostom, Cyfil of Jerusalem, Hpiphanius,
are also exaggerating, and is the Canon Muratorianus also an

exaggeration? Sursly his statement carries no strong proof

23+ Ibld.
£4. XKlausner, Ope cit., p. 417




for his view. Noffat, in his '"Introduction to the New Testa-
ment' also finds no room for a Spanish visit for he states:

Thereafter he was evidently planning a
mission to Spain. The Southern lediter-
rancan he probably passed by, as Egypt ‘
was ‘already being evangelised, but in the
Western ifediterranean he hoped to break
fresh ground, and en route to Spain he
arranged to pay a long-deferred visit to
the church at Rome. MNeantime, he had to
discharge his duty to the church at Jeru-
salem, by handing over the proceeds of

the collection made by the Christians of
Macedonla dnd Achala on behalf of the

poor saints in the Jewish cspitale The
untoward result of hils vislt is well known.
He left Jerusalem a prisoner, was confined
for two years at Caesarea, and finally
reached Rome in custody. So far as we can
see, he did not regain his freedoms« The
projected tour to Spain had to be aban- .
doned, and he never revisited Asia Hinor. 25

Naturally, one who holds to one imprisonment, as also Klaus-'
ner does, can find no room for a Spahiah visits The fact |
that Paul gained hils freedom was answered in the first part

of this paper. Trnese men stand much alone on thelr 'no Spa-
nish journey' theory, because nearly all scholars, early and
modern, hold that Paul wmade a journey to Spain. The early
scholars have already been mentioned; the modern include such
men and writings as the Catholic Eneyclopedia,Z® Conybeare and

Ho‘wson,m Hastings in his Bible Dictionary.za Robinson,zg

E S

25. J. Moffat, Op. cit;’ p. 61

26, Catholic _in'c-'!cl'é"'ﬁe.dia, Vol. XI’ Ps 572, SeVe Paul
27. Conybeare and Howson, op. cit., p. 446ff,

28, Hastings, Dictionary of the Bible, p. 421, s.v. Paul
29. Ba Vie Robi—_'rlnson, hie Life of Paul, pp. 214-215
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Harnack,3° Rivington,®! Stalker,32 and numerous others.

The question now arises: Where Ehall we place this Spa-
nish visit in the itinerary of Paul? There is mﬁch debate
regarding this.qﬁes‘u ion and very few scholars, if any, agree
on the entire itinerary of Paul during this part of his life.
We hold that Paul made this journey ilmmediately after his
freedom and for the foliowing reasons: 1) Paul had made the
promlse long before that he would go to Spain and 1t 1s well
to assume that he kept this promise and went there as soon as
he gained his freedom; 2) a later Spanish journey does not
fit as well as an early Spanish visit in an itinerary of
Paul's jJourney during this part of his life.

We, therefore, hold that Paul went to Spain immediately
 after he gained his freedom. What Paul did in Spain 1is a
total mystery to us. Nothing is told us of his work there,
nor at which port he landed or what cities he evangelized.

We can be reasonably assured that he did not remain here long,
Perhaps from 61-62. e may assume that he did the same work
here as he did in other cities which he visited, He met with
wonderful success in the East and we can therefore imagine
that he slso met with marvelous success in the far Weste He
evidently preached Jesus and Him crucified wherever and whenw

ever possible, and founded as many churches as possible.

30. A« Harnack, The Mission and Expansion of Christianity
in the First Three centu%I_es, VolitJi, De zsst e o5

31.F. Rivingtom, Life and Writings of St. Paul, p.

32. Jewes Stalker, Life of St. Paul, p. 163
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The question now arises, Did Paul make a trip to Britain
while in Spain? o evidence for such a visit is given any-
where and time does not allow such a visit. Again we may re-
fgr to the writings of the early scholars.

Theodoret indeed wriltes in a rhetorical way
that oy
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Theod. Disputatio, ix. De Legibus ad init.
But he evidently is describing the labours
not exclusively of the twelve Apostles and
Paul, but 81‘ the earliest missionaries ge-
nerallye. 3

In enother passage Theodoret 1s thought to
be more precise, for he writes that Paul
visited the i1slands in the sea ¢/s T3as

\ -

S Zav1as rilm‘(wro KalTals &y TW_gred ial_,f.c

L KEUEVIS YNCIOS THY woeAeldy

ZZe “hveLicey Theodor. in Psalm exvi;
[V

and this has been commonly interpreted to
mean that he passed into Britain; but the
words /i e refer only to the
<
islands in the Mediterranean sea « . . as
Cyrpus, Crete, lialta, and perhaps Corsica
and Sardinia + « - and not to the islands
in the ocean. Theodoret certainly did not
suppose Paul to have preached in Britain,
for he tells us that on his liberation
from his first imprisonment he sailed to
Spain, and returned from Spain to Rome,
and then and there suffered martyrdom

e =% \ - E ~ § /
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33. T. Lowin, op. cit., Vol. 2, Ps 296
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Theod. Corme. on Philipp. 1. 25. 54

The first express mention of Paul's sup-
posed visit £o Britain is ascribed to Ve-
nantius Fortunatus, but who lived 600
Years after the Apostolic age. HNot only
- 804 but when the whole passage 1s consi-
dered, 1t seems at least doubtful whether
the poet means that Paul himself, or that .
only his wrltings had penetrated as far
as Brltein, for the lines are as follows:
tGuid sacer 1lle simul Paulus, tuba genti-
bus ampla,
Per mare per terras Christi praeconia fun-
dens,
Buropam atque Aslam, Lybyan, sale, dog-
mate complens,
Et qua sol radiis tendit, stylus ille cu-
currlit,
Arctos, Weridies, hinc plenus Vesper et
Ortus.
Transit et oceanum vel qua facit insula
portum, =
Quasque Britannus_habet terras atque ul-
" tima Thulet. 99

There can be no doubt, however;.that Chris=
tianity was planted in Britain in the very
earliest period., Thus Tertullian. (born,
A:D. 160) died, A.D. 240) speaks of Bri-
tannorum inaccessa Romanis loca, Christio
vero subdita. Tertull. adve. Judseos, c. %
And Fusebius goes so far as to say that
some of the Apostles passed into Britain;
for, arguing that the Evangellsts must
have been divinely supported, from the.
great success of their labours, though

94 4

35. Ibid

Ibid.

.
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they were 1lliterate men, he records that
they penetrated into Persia and Armenia
and Parthia and Scythia, and others even
to Britain, of & I )
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Bvang. 1ii, 5. But his argument does not
requlre, :nd his meaning rmst not be talten
to be, that any of the twelve Apostles or
Paul had passed over into Britain, but
only some of the earliest missionaries

who were in no higher gtation of life than
the twelve Apostles.

Regarding a journey to Britain by Paul we will say no
more, for nearly all ofthe early and also modern scholars are
well agreed that such a journey could not have been made by
the Apostle Paul,

It seems very logical that Paul went back to Rome from
Spain, however with no intentlons of staying long, because he
now had his visit to the sast on mind. He perhaps visited
the churches here for a short time and then continued on his
journey, visiting churches on the way and finally arriving in
Corinth. Here he also remasined for a short space of time,
visiting the Christians and the churches which he had founded
herse. He then left for Ephesus intending to remain there for

some time. DBut, after arriving in Ephesus and being there for

a short time, he received, as we assume, a call from kacedonla

36+ T» LGWin, 92. 01t., Vol. 2. Pe 297
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and he was therefore forced to leave Timothy and jJourney north-
ward, We base this assumptlon of ours on the passage found in

1 Timothy 1, 3 where we read, "As I besought thee to abide

8till at Ephesus, when I went into Macedonia, that thou mightest
charge some that they teach no other doctrine".

VWVhen he arrived in Macedonia, he found that
his zbsence might possibly be prolonged
beyond what he had expected; and he probab-
1y felt that Timotheus might need some more
explicit credentials from himself than a
mere verbal commission, to enable him for

a longer perlod to exerclse that Apostolic
authority over the Ephesian Church, where-
with he had invested him., It would also

be desirable that Timotheus should be able,
in his struggle with the heretical teachers,
fo exhibit documentary proof of St. Paul's
agreement with himself, and gondemnation

of the opposing doctrines. 3

After the salutation (1: 1-2), he gives
instruction concerning the false teachers
(L: 3-20) and concerning public worship
and the off'icers of the church (2: 1=4:11).
This is followed by exhortations concer-
ning his position and relation to various
classes (4: 12-6: 2), closing with the
warnings concerning the dangerous elements
in the church (6: 3-21). The eplstle 1is
not merely personal, but also official to
Timothy as the apostle's representative.
The personal references are incidental to
the mein purpose of the letter which 1s
occupled with the regulation of the in-
ternal 1life and organizatiocn of the church.
In the earlier eplistles attention is gi-
ven to doctrinal matters, but here to
church government and regulation. The
great theme 1s the appliggtion of the gos=
pel to outward conduct.

There is no doubt that Paunl spent a good ceal of time with his

37. Conybeare and Howson, ope ¢it., Pe 148
38, J. T. Mueller, Concordia New lestament with Notes,

PP« 585-596
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favorite congregation iIn Philipni,

After some tlme we £ind Titus and Paul in Crete. How
they made this Journey we do not know. Perhaps by Iaﬁﬂ}'és
far as possible, which gave them opportunity to again visit
Corinth and see how things were progressing there, and then
Journeyed on to Crete. Tt is hard to bslieve that the Cretan
church was first founded on this journey, because indications
in Titus (Epistle) show that the church had existed for some
time.

Moreovor, jyou will remember, at the day of
Pentecost, Cretans are spoken of among the.
number of those who recelved the gift of
tongues, and heard Peter preach the gospels
It is not unlikely that® some of these may
have carried the glad tidingg from Jeru-
salem to their own 1island. 3

Paul was not able to remain long on this island and-thererore
entrusted Titus to remain and carry on the work for the Lorde
Paul journeyed on to Zphesus for his last visit with Timothy,
before Journeying west, snd intended trip to Nicopolis.

Thus, Titus was left at Crete in the same
position which Timotheus had occupled at
Ephesus during St. Panl's recent absencej
and there would, consequently, be the same
advantage in his receiving written direc=
tions from St. Paul concerning the govern=:
ment and organization of the Church, which
we have before mentloned in the case of
Tirotheus. Accordingly, shortly -after
leaving Crete, St. Paul sent a letter to
Titus, the outline of which would equally
serve for that of the former epistle.

But St. Pault's letter to Titus seems to
have been still further called for, to

39, Anon., Footsteps of Paul, p. 404
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meclt some sitrong opposition which that di-
sciple has encountered while attempting to
carry out his master's directions. Thils
may be inferred from the wery severe re-
marks against the Cretans which occur in
the Epistle, and from the statement, at
its commencement, that the very object
whieh its writer had in view, in leaving
Titus in Grete, was that he might appoint
Presbyters in the Cretan Churches; an in-
dication that his claim to exerclse this
authority had been disputed. Thia Epistle
secns to have been dispatched from Ephe=-
sus at the moment when St. Paul was on

the eve of departure on a westward journey,
which was to take him as far as gicopolis
(in Epirus) before the winter. 4

We may also briefly add the summary given by Dr. Fuerbringer:

Paul In this letter gilves instruction to
Pitus how he is to perform his office In
Crete, especilally what men he is to appoint
to office, how to further godly habita of
life, how to proclaim pure doctrine, how

to convince false teachers, and how to pre-—
sent himself an example in all things.
This letter, probably the first of this
group, contains a short summary of Pault!s
pastoral theology which Paul then more
fully develops in the two epistles to
Timothye. Since however Paul also wrote
this letter as he was moved by the Holy
Ghost, we have a divinely authorlzed pas-
toral theology given to the Sgurch and

ts ministers for all time.

It has been saild by some that these Epistlss of Paul lack the
original vigour 2nd energy which much of his early writings '
displayeds. This is sowething we can well expect. He under-
went many physical hardships, his health had broken years be-
fore and the moéral conflicts which he encountered would natu-

rally lead to the tiring of onet's spirit. He was hated by

40. ConylLeare and Howson, ope ¢lt., ps 461
4l. L« i“uerbring@!‘, Notes _D_tl TIEES' Pe 1
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meny, he lost friends, hils assoclates deserted him, the anxi-
etles which pressed upon -- all lead to the tiringz of the spil-
rit of Paul. All in all this statement regarding the lack of
energy on the part of Paul should never be debated and why?
Because the words which Paul writes are the words of the Lord,
he was the penman of God and furthermore, do these later wri-
tings of Paul sctually show a lack of vigour and energy, can .
we truthfully wmake that statement?

After remaining a short time in Ephesus, completing his
vlisit with Timothy and the remaining Christians, Paul contin-
ued and intended to spend the winter in Nicopolis. Paul, how-
ever, reached Troas and here he visited for a time, preaching
in the churches and regions about. Nost likely it was also
here that Paul was arrested and rushed to Rome lmmediately, in
fact, in such a hurry that he could not return to his boarding
place in order to take care of his personal belongings, cloak
and papers. It was also because of his arrest that he was not
able to complete his intended visit to Nicopolise

We are also left in the dark as to what journey Paul took,
as a captive, from his arrest in Troas to Rome. In 2 Tin. 4,20
we read, "Erastus abode at Corinth but Trophimus have I left
at Miletum sick". We feel that this passage throws some light
on the journey of Paul after his arrest. If Erastus would have
stayed at Corinth in one of Paul's earlier journeys, Paul then
could have told Timothy this news face to face. Therefore this

incident took place after Paul had left Timothy. Since Paul

| |
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Was arrested in Troas, immediately after visiting Timothy in
Ephesus, this passage therefore can be placed only in the
Journey when Paul was a prisoner. Travel from Troas by sea to
Hi;l.etﬁs, Corinth, around the boot éf Italy to Rome was great,
due to commerce. It was therefore better to take a boat to.
Mlletus, which we assume Paul and his captors did, than to
travel by land. Undoubtedly Erastus and Trophimus were tra-
velling with Paul. It was Eﬂ&?&? who took sick and was left
at Wiletus. The captors of Paul were not interested in Eras-
tus and Tro‘ghimus and evidently they were at ease on this
Journey. Ti'%lé‘ﬂms stayed in Corinth after their ship arrived
there and Paul was then alone with his captors. After leaving
Corinth, Paul and his captors continued thelr journey by sea
around the boot of Italy and up the western coast of Italy to
Rome.

We find a varled opinion regarding this portion of Paul's
life, especially rezarding his journeys. As we stated prev—
ously, very few, if any, scholars agree in regard to how and
where Paul travelled. Nearly all of the scholars agree that
Paul visited the places and cities we mentioned in this paper,
but the sequence ofthe journey is not held by all. The w riters
of the Catholic Encyclopedia agree with us in very many of the
details of thils journey. They also hold that Paul went to
Spailn first snd also that Paul was arrested in Troas. The se-

gquence of their journey differs somewhat from our view. 42

42. Catholic Encyclopedia, loce cit.,



