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III. 

fllere ta 1D Luther·'·• baoqrowi4 ~4 earq· 11:te notld..Dc 

ao »artloularl7 u.nuaaal that 1, wO\ll.4 be 1n4loat1-.e o:t h1a 

later lite aa a reformer. Bia famll7 was a ·"Nl'J' oo-on 

»easant family .. The parenta·brough, their old.14ren up lD 

the very ordinary mamier of tllat 487. · Being •er7 s\rlot . 

Roman Catholloa, the ohild.ren weN broaght up 1D the beat 

traditions of the ohD.roh. Life waa oharacter1se4 b7 a aon 

o:t severity that was produoe4 b7 the harllh realitiea of ·11:re. 

Luther grew up in the plet7 ot that 41Q' - the :fear~ Go4, 

the oommandmenta, and S\1per8'1t1ona as the;r were either :toa­

tere4 or sanctioned by the ohuroh. fl:thout a doubt he waa 

ma4e to realize the terror ot sin 1n auoh a ·wq tJlat all ld.a 

piety was a piety motivated by tear. lie iooked upon Christ 

as a atern Judge· who has won aalvation :tor man, but still 

man muat earn that ·salvation. The aeve%it7 of all llte o.nlT 

added to the reallatio, the maattraotln 11&7 ot aalvatlon 

that was presented to the people. In all lllnoe:rlt)r and tNe 

devotion Lutmr'a parents also kagbt 111m thi• 41atone4 

way :for seeking the salvation ot one•a a'0111.. 

w:ther received a good education. ~el' elemen\a17 

training, Luthe!', a'tlll aey and no more tbaD an averap na-

4ent • went to Jragdeba.rg. It -• pe:rhapa whlle attencU.DC 

aohool here t.ha\ La\her t1rat developecl a le&Jlina \owart. 
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moaaatlolsm. It la ot sip1t1oanoe that the teaohera hen 

were members ot the 111.llbrueder (Brethren ot the •-Ol1 
L1te), men who were good, oonseorated teaohera. It la alao 

elpitioani that the atmosphere of the entire oli7 waa et 

a strong~ religious nature, 11119~ beoaue it waa _the aeat 

of the arohbishop and beoauae there was looate4 there a 
. . 

Franotsoan monaate17. After one 19ar here at Jla&cleburc 
. . . 

Luther went ot Blsen~oh. There la no speolal a1gn1t1oanoe 

attaohed to llartin'a at&.7 at Elaenaoh, exoept tor the taot 

perhaps that w·hile here he waa taken into the home ot Pl'&ll 

Cotta and thus oame into oontaot with tamlq lite 1D h1pe1'• 

wealthier, mo?e cultured eooiet7. 

During the BWllID8r ot ltiOl Luther entered the anlveralt7 

at Erturt. It was a good 1Ull.Tera1t7. It had bHD ee'\abllahe4 

by the looal burgher• and added the advantage of oombl.Dlnc 

sohool lite with ordinaey lite, ~t 1a. lt hel:pe4 to pro­

duoe men like Martin Luther who were alwtQ111Dtereate4 1D 

the problems of the oommon people wlth whoa they uaoolate4. 

Though this university was closely oonneoted to the ohuroh 

and though the city was the home ot an Au&ustinian aonane17. 
nevertheless there ls no 1Dd1oat1on tJlat the olera 1D U7 

•111' exerted a partlo~lar 1Dfluenoe upo~ Luther while he waa 

'there. 

In the university 1tael.:t aoholaat1o1am waa glvinc ~ 

to humanism, and_ though Luther himself beow a personal 
· of tl\<l. >i., .._ • ., :s t~ 

tr1en4 \Yet he hlmaelt never Joined their olrole. For '\he 



• 
firet time there le &D7 1.Ddloatlon that eenaln - •• te 

influenoe Luther's thinking. Biel'• teaohlno weire gt.wa 

prefel'enoe to those of Oooam. lllther &1118711 dlallbd 

Aristotle. The 1nfluenoe of oerta1D myatioa le alre&47 here 

appal'ent. eapeoially of Slloh men aa Johll of Weae~ and Johll 

~aule r. But regardleaa of whateTe r ohanaae had 'Nell taklnc 

plaoe in Luther's religious 11:te • 1 t le lmponant that 1D 

all bia religious oonoepta he alwaye kept n. Sinai 1D ti. 

background. For him God waa alwaya a stern and righteous 

Judge who demanded a pious life of e~ernal good worts. If 

there was any ohange it wae this that men were beg1Jln1Jlg to 

question the method ,y whioh olm.r~h arrived at truth 1a 

theology. There 1a a atl'ong croup o:r thl.Dbtra at thle tlae 

w~o definitely assert that phllosophioal aetho4a &l'e not 

valid when applied in the field o:r theolOBJ• lklt whate~~ 

doubts suoh th1Dkera might haTe aroused in IAther•a ll1D4. 

it la definite that Luther at this time 414 not aerloual7 

question anything which the ohuroh told him. 

91.ddenly on July 1,. lD06 Jrartin Luther renounoe4 the 

world and entered the Augu.st1Dian monade17 at ·Brturt. It 
' 

1a only natural that one should aat wq Lather ehoa.14 80 

suddenly glTe UJ) his ria.dlea and a promising tu.\u.re~o •»­
arate himself from the whole world and loot himaelt beh1n4 

tbe doara o~ a monaa\e17. Undoubte411' a number ·of taotora 

oontrlba:- to effeot this oomplete ohange. ~he ftD4amental 

reason prompting this aotion le the' :reason whloJl IR.tber 
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. . 
a mom:. It waa not "11&, ktller ialeulemoot. Po-a t!aeoleg. 

Beoauae he believed what wae \old.bl• b7 '\he eluu'e~ aa4 lMl­

oauae he waa ooneerne4 ·ft-q ·•1\al~ abaa:t hi·a eoul'• •lT&­

't1on, themtore he llve4 1D oonaw.n,· 40llb\ u 'lo ·,. oer­

ta1nt7 Of his 8alTatiOD·~ Beoa11N 0: 1,h19 p&Wlllg t.ollb\ · 

Lather reaol'Yed· to fln4 aaauranoe 111 the M&na whioh tlle 
. II 

ohuroh heraelt prescribed, tlaat o'f an aaoetlo Ute. 

It lllght be well here to· traoe 'thla 4.e'YelOpMDt 1D 

La:ther's life trom a theolog1oal approaoh. It iii wll lmewn 

that he alw9.7s felt a ·o.eep oonaoiousneila of 111D.- ~Jd• ooa­

aoiousneaa emphaalze4 his own unworthlneaa &114 tol'Oe4 Id.a 

to seek oomfort. Prom Oooam (cl. lz.&7} he leame4 that ·­

la able to love God, lf ~1' hia own worka 01' eftona (Mrltua 

de oongruo) he 1a able to earn 1Dtuae4 gn.ee. When lie ha• 

reoe1 ved thla graoe then he 1a able 10 pe!'fom noh worka 

(meritum de oond1gnt) that God. mus\ nwa1'4. ID an att-.t 

to aaau.re himself ot "the aurt101~no7 o'f hia wol'Ue Latller 

had DOW entered the monas:tery. Por th18 Bame 1'9UOJl Lv.tJler 

ohose an Augustinian monaste17 • the ol'4er whloh wu not4i4 

tor ita atrloheaa and the emphaaia lt plaoecl on tJle Mrlt­

oriouanesa ot go04 worka. Alloq maD7 e'Yu th1a oonoeptlon 

waa popular, "that the entranoe 1Dto 'the moaaetlo orcler -

& 1DeW bapt18Jll• -t making OD9 &8 pu:re acaiD &8 WlleJl M flnt 

z2. DJ.a •terial OJI I.alther'• llfe 1• •• takea froa WI 
Clue Bote• 1D Befol'll&tion Hlnof!• !Jleo. Bo,eri B. L ~ •• 
fogy ti\iiir: J. foeaiili, itarl Luther. 
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emel'ge4 trom the bapt1amal watera." La,her lJI all •r-
1ouaneae was inten, upon 4el'1 vine from hla aeoe,10 J.Ue 

1D the monastery all that oolll.4 poas1bJ.7 be o'b'-lne4. a!Jaaa 

he recalled that he ha4 ooun,e4 himaelt amoac 'lhe plou u4 

Just monka, and deolarea 1D lDU ,at tt 8D7 •OD o'f the 

oloister oould ha<te earned aal'Yat1on tr.OIi the monklah oall• 
M 

lng it would have been he. 'i !hla el.noerlt7 1D hie oalllDg 

la further evidenoea by the taot that •. "when on approaohiq 

the age ot tltty he · suffered 1D health, )le aaor11ae4 lt ,o 
. zo 

the hardships ot hie life 1n the ololster." fbel'e 1• ao 

doubt that Luther firmly tmate4 ln the merltorlou ~ the 

aaoetlo lite he lived in the m~naete17. But wlthla a llhort 

while the oomfori whioh he had reoe1Ted froa bam11 ra,1oa­

alizat1on proved unaatiafaoto17 and he woul4 again feel 'Ula 

power o'! oonoupisoenoe in hls personal llte and woul.4 aQD• 

aequently despair ot ·hie aoul•e ealvatlon. !hla 4espai,r ... 

only heightened by the realization, aooording to Oooam, tha, 

it la ,due only to God's absolute will tha' man reoe1'19a ln­

tused grace. uan•a a,ate ot graoe 4epen4a upon precle8'1Da• 

tlon. This thought caused Lu'lihe-1' 1io aeet oomfort 1D Go4'• 
absolute wlll rather 1ihan 1D God" e graoe and 1io ths.m:jla 

aomenta ot despair that he had been pft4ea1i1na'le4 no1i 1io ft• 

oei"fe grace. 

Luther later oame under the 1Dtl11enoe of Biel (4. 1491~ • 

az. R. JI. FU-e, H• 01,. , P• 89. 
84. Luther'·• Worn, 'iiI'mar edltlon, DXIII, P• 674; xnnn. 

P• 148, aa quo\e4 In R. H. Pite • .!IP.•· ill• .. P• 106. 
8D. R. JI. Fif•·• J!l• .!ll•-. P• l"OI'. 
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'\Whoae writings he foUD4 maa7 quotat1ona tr.om n. AQcllnlae. 

Bta.t here again Luther f0Wl4 little to oomton Ma troultie4 

eoul. Then a little later Luther to1lll4 and ·pa\llahe& a 

work whtoh was entitled "Dea.tflOhe !l'heologle.• ... lD OGD­

trast to what he had been learnuc. I.a.ther leal'D94 from the . 

JQ'8t1os of a 41reot. a · personal J.'elatlon of the 1DUT14Dal 

to God.. Here too, he learned that man aun ·1,e puel•e Ul4 

perm1 t God to work upon him., tor man ot himself oan ·.do notb1,.. 

Had it not been fol' Oooam'a lnf.luenoe he would 1D all pro-

. bab1l1 ty conotuded that God worka immedla•a~. Ba:I f11oa 

Oooam he remembel'ed that Qod 4oea -not work without meane. 

that the heart la cleansed through the Word., an~ · ·u1rough 

the influence ot Staup1 t.z •· the pri-or, who atnaae4 panlo­

ularly the atucly ·ot Sorii,turee, lather waa driven to a 

atuay of the Ylord of God. Be· had. sot14rht 1n ftln tor oom­

ton. He had ·trted -ever,ythlng the ohul'Oh had preao1'11Hl4 .. 

The ohuroh had presoribed and he had tried piet7 .- worn. 

tortures, selt-deriial. In the whole aacetlo aoheae whieh 

they advocated and praised ao bl~ he tOW1t no aat,la­

taction, no comfort. ~gar4lesa ot what he tl'led, Jle fOWIC 

that his personal expe·rienoee 414 not agree, ·414 not beu, 

out, what the .ohul'oh had taUBht hlm_. Lu'ther waa alwQ'S left 

1n "doubt. Lather's personal experlenoea •on-v1Doed him tllat 

Boman theoloa must haYe erred and that• :tor lalm at i.aet. 

the11' a,soetlo aoheme of lite had proyed a ta1llll'e• B7 Gocl'• 
graoe Martin Luther turned to the inspired wort ot CJocl. 

It la d1ffioult to aaoertain Juat when Llltber, thrOIICh 



U. inspired Wol'd of Goel.. oue t.o a fllll tnowlectp et the 

way of eal'Yation through ~uat1f1oat.l.on b7 ta1'11 alone. 

Soholara have dated the enlightenaen't on \be bula of 

Romana 1. 16. l'l quite 41:tterentl.7. !here ·ta. howYer. 

sutf1o1ent evidenoe to wal'J!'ant. agreeC1eDt wlth·wbat. Plfe 

aaye, "!he revolntlon 1111st have been like other atagee la 
soul development. the l'esult ot years .of atleot.1on. De 

interpretation of Paul's wol'Cls. whioh he later reoalle4 

as having oom.e to him in a flash~ apJ)eara ewn ln 81lOh 

sources as we possess to haTe ripened through .a per1o4 of 

yeal'8, a period which began with u.e lnte1111e lftac17 o.f 

A12g1.tstlne in preparing the marginal not.eo fort.he Loabar4 

lectures in Erfurt, developed as neoeaslt7 arose for work• 

1Dg out the exegetloal expl8llation of Psalu in ltil.8., ua4 

gained in s1gn1:tioanoe aa the you.as proteesor Wl'ot.e --oa.t 

his lectn.rea on tbe, Epistle to -the Ro1D&11a and. wa1'1194 to . 
. 16 

the str12ggle o-Ter indulgenoea." 

As .has previously beeo 1ndioate4. 1t was the ·enllght­

enmen'\ on Romans l, 1'1: "Fol' ·ihereln ia the r1gbt.eou.ue•• 

of God revealed from faith to talth: u it la w:rlt'81l. De 

~uat shall live b7 fait~" that brought IAiher to a trae aa­

derstandlng of the central doot:rlne of Ohl'latianlt7. JWltl• 

f1oat1on .b7 faith. Even the B0l7 Sal'Ap~R1'98 ha4 gl...a h1a 

little oomf.o:rt tnt.11 he ·properq unders\oocl this puaage. 

a&. R. H. Fite• .9J!.• .!!1• • P• 16f • 



He ba4 alwa79 been troublet b7 the phraee •the l'lghteoaa­

neea ot God•" the iuetltla Del. whloh aeoo1'4lng ,o Poeen 

theology is the eaaentlal righteoueneaa of Gel.. 1, 1•, 

they taught, that l'lghteou.ane•s b7 whloh Qo4 4911&D4a tai­

flllment of Bia oomman4a or elae •tea 011, 4•mat1on to 

thoae who do not ren4el' perfeot obed1enoe. J'or :La.the!' lt 

was a mystery that the Goepel. the l.aat hope of the alDDe~, . 

should also streas thla righteouaneaa of Qocl. It ca•• h1II 

no hope.tor he realized that he was unable to relldel' the 

aatlafaotlon whioh thla rlghteouaneea 4emande4 of hlm. Bat 

now he o anpared the two pans of thla ••rae 1~ Rollans, ulq 

the aeoond part aa an explanation of the tlrat pan. Bl 

now realized that the verae 414 not apeak or the eaaentlal 

righteousness of God but rather ot the 1mpa"9d r1pteoa.8Jl8ss 

whloh man has by faith. In llla own worcta lt la, tie Oe­

reohtlgkeit die "Tor Gott gilt. the only righteoueDeas whloh 

avails before Go4., the righteouaneaa that Chrlat mer1te4 

and •hloh by faith la imputed to the 1D41•14ual. belle•~r. 

Lu.ther now found the oomtort for whloh he had been aeekln•· 

In the light of Justlfloation by faith he oould now •• the 

beauty and oomtort of Goel'• reoonolllatlon to maa th~ 

the mediation of Christ. Beoaaee he b7 talth aooe»te4 

Ohrlat aa his Savlor he now atoo4 la an altogether new re­

lation to Ood. Formerl.1" he ha4 NU an en9117 of W• Qo4 

who deman.4e4 pe rteot obe41enoe ot hlm. Ba.t now throllgll 

the medlatory, the rede~ptiw work ot Oh1'18' Jae had been 
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mah one with God. When ~11 of the tntll ~ Ju'llfloatlon 

bec;ulllle e"ident .to hl~. he bepn to lo"ethe phn• •ti. 

rlghte~usnesa of God" and all of Sorl»tun u lt A~ took 

on an entire~ .new meaning tor him.. Por hlm . 8orlpt11.a JlOII 

became · the so-le autherl t7 to . ~hieh he _lookel. for tath. 

~hla oonvlotlon -became ao et~ong -tha\ b7 the t~ .he wl'Ul­

atood Rome at the Diet ot Woraa. he -"ned he oolll.4 not ad. 

· would not recant unleas 1 t were pro"ed ti-om Sor1pta.re that 

he hl,.d erred. It was .thus that La.tller agaln i-,-lae4 high . a, 
the standard of the prinoiple .. Sola Sorlpt•ra~ 

Luther's enllghtenmont on the dootriJle ~ ~a.at1f1oatlon 

by faith at onoe threw a 41tterent llght on the lite whlo• 

the regenerated man• the Ohr~_atl~ U"ea befom Qo4 an4 

with men. The new "in of eoolal ethioe whloh Luthe~ n• 

took was 1n dil'ect oonfliot with that ot Hollan the_olo~. 

Be.oattse Rome • a ethics. as all of 1 ta theol.oo. were 4om1D­

ate4 by philosophy. partioularl.7 that of Arlnotle. IAthel''• 

oontllot waa from the "e'r7 be£1n~1DB a oontllot wit~ thla aa · , 
philosophy. Luther eaw the big wataeu an.4 al• etTOr 

_ln aoholas'tlo Md Roman theoloa • the el'l'Or whioh la7 1A 

the supremae7 of Al'iatotellan phlloaop~ •• broach'\ 1ll 117 

Aqlllnae~ who eepeclally ln ethloe • atreeeecl -the phlloeoph-
89 

loal angle more than the theologloal. ArletoteUaa pJd.1-
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oaop)Q' was Luther·'• ohlet eneJQ' beoariae it. Tlola'led the 

prino.l»le o~ Sola Sar1Jtun and 41Qlaoe4 the Goqel. to t .. 

41at1not1on o'.t this mlxtuie of phtloso»hy· and theolog • · 

Luther took· the .direct~ oppoalte view to .lr18'ot.ellaa 

philosophy. In all eeriouarae~e. tor· inatanoe, 111 h1a · 

letter to the nobles ot Gel'm&ll7, Luther 4eplerea· the fut, 

that the universities plaoed Arlatotle so high and taught, 

so little Ohr1at1an faith. 

Luther d14 appreciate the value · of philoaoph_r • but uq 

in the sphere 1n whioh it has ·a right to 01>9ra:te. Ph11-

osop~, · he contended·, · 1a · able to teaoh logS.o and the llbt. 

and even how to live a tine ou:lwarcl lite, but one 4&1'9 not, 

oonaider this teaching 1 t d~s as Ohr1at1an teaching. Go4 

haa gi v~n a definite sphere to. phllosop~ • the aphea of 

natual lite, and to that sphere philosop~ ahoul4 oont!.De 

1tse·lt.. There 1s, of oourae, even in thla natural· life a 

system of ethics, :tor also the fallen man has a :remnant ~ 

moral and religious knowledge, and also Sorlpture asoribea 

to fallen man a remnant of moral power• (Ro. L. 19; a. 14). 

This "natural morality ls the compliance of the will of the 

natural man with the demands of the law written 1D man'• 

heart in oreation, to the end ·that this la• maQ" 1D some · 

'° 11181lD&r be realized 1n his oonduot." · De failure~ neh 

phlioaophloal ethioa oonaina then 1D th1a. that it plaoea 

the emphasis 011 law and ·works. !he 4itterenoe 1,et,ween 

40. Btna.Juehrlng, .!Ro• t,1 t... Jh &&. 



natural and Ohr1nlan ethicre ls the taot. that nata;ral. etJd.oe 

•tnssea the works while Chrletlaa. ethloe nre•••· the 

person. .Phlloaophloal ethios torpta eat.lre~ t ·hat no 

wol'ka oan be good unless they are done 'b7 the right, k1D4 

at person. Instead of God 1n nata.nl eihloa. Jl8D aeta a;p 

himself. his own thinking an4 wlshlng as the baale and goal 

of hie beha•lor. All auoh .ethlaa laoka the eseen'llal et 

the relat10ll to Goel.. It has no absolute. but a relat1w. 

nom beoauae 1 t doea not have Oo4 as the tlnal toun4at,1on 

and highest goal of moral be·ha~1or an4 oona14eration. Be­

gardleae of any 1no1dental a1m1.lari tlea ez\el."nalq, th1a 

relation to God is the apeo1t1o 41tterenoe between natal'&l. 

and Ohrlstian ethioa. Luther baa put lt '\bus. •D1e llel4en 

und Unohrieten tun d1eaelben Werke w1e Ue Christen.; alaer 

ale tun ea obne Gottea wo.rt, 4aa lat. aie glauben nloht 

dasz Gott ein Dienst ud ·Gehor- an eolohen Werken se-
41. 

eohleht." Slnoe ethloa aata on a prop,r relat1411 t .o 

Goel.. natural. ethioa 1n all reapeo·ta 1·s unt.oancled. for the 

natural ma.a has no proper nlatioa to God. It waa the. 

baslo error ot Scholaa-tio1•• partlouJ.arq of tllat o.f 

Scotua .. that it belle•ed that the natural 11an waa oapu,le 

·of lo•, to God. 

Followlng the erro~ ot philoaophioal ethloa. Roae'• 
ethloa ia also a moral1t7 of. worts. BT tileee worJca the7 

,tl. Luther·•• \Vora. '!rlangeD edition. IY • P• 801. •• 
quoted in Liiihirit • .!I.• .!!'!• • P·• 18. 



• 
thollght man oould beoome goo4 and eam e~~D&l. aal:,atioa. 

!~t their ethios appear elaTlah. legal.1nlo· an4 •n••-
. . 

a17 1a onl7 natural. st reeal.q the lmpor\uaee of a\ernal 

aotion, they disregard entirel.7 the inner 41spoaltloa or 

the person. Thia was the fun4aaental error ap.1D8' whloh 

Luther was toroed to contend. 

_Luther's Tien with regar4 'l_o ethloa are entlrel.7 ~ 
. . 

possible to Rome's ayatem of theol0e7. On the baala er 
~uat1f1oation, Luther had shown, man 1• at onoe reoonolle4 

. . . 

1n the sight of God. In oontraet to. thle 41Not and oloae 
it• . 

relation of the simler to Goel. Rome tau,ht tllel!' phlloao-

phloal dualism. Beoauae of thla· 4118.l.1•, it will be re­

membered, they were foroed to teaoh aaoetlol• aa a MUii 

b7 Wbioh man 1B supposedl.7 able to ra1• hlmae~ into 

oommunlon with God. '?he baalo oonoepte of Llltmr 8Jl4 Ro• 
. . 

&l'e, therefore,. direotl7 opposite.. fliat tbe appU.oatiou 

of their p.r1noiplea to aotuaJ. life aho1ll.d, tbe.retore, alao 

be 1n d1reot ~ppoaltlon is Oll)J' natual • . Jlow 41reotq 

oppoaite these Tiewa are 1n praot·loal applloatlon 1'111 1te· 

Teey evident in the remainder d thle the••• 

It was thr01lp Luther's work that the tl'U uter­

atandlng of Christian ethloa was again set, fol'th. !Jd.a 
.. ' 

true understanding ls well exp:reaaed 1n the def1n1t1on or 

Bea .•. "Ohr1n1an moralit7 is the tne and volutaQ' ooa­

pll~oe of the will of Mpnerated man with the will~ 

Oo4 u revealed 1n Ria wrl tten Wo·rd • ezemp~1e4 b7 Ohl'ln. 
. . . 

and _.wltneaae4 inward~ b7 the Boq Splrlt. to '118 eal aat 



. . 
un maq hlmaelf 11 ve 1n 00111111Dl0D wl t.h Qo4 Ulll ala• pez,-

. ta 
form the duties of hla God-given oalllng 1D aoo19'7.• 

hom Lu:ther man again leal'ne4 that the tru aoaroe 11111 ao-
. . . . 

tlve of Christian monll\7 la ~e new eplnt. tlle apll'lt 
. . . . . 
of Christ who makes the Justified einnel' a aew aui tna 

•1 thin.. He again showed that only lD Ohriatian ethloa • u 

~ -. ~ound the~ in the Holy Sor1pturea; thea la a deflnlt.e 
. . .. . 

norm. a oorreet moti'Ye. ample ·power. and a proper goal. ta 
. . 

moiaal oondu.ot. 

Beoause Luth! r emphasized the lmportanoe of the lncll­

'Yidual' s personal !'elation to God• the lmponanoe ot ·a 

person being righteous be:to re his worlca oan be good, the 

question Datu.rally arose: how doee a person t11'11'1 "beoOll8 

l'lghteous'/ The oustomaey answe·1' whloh he B&'99 waa ihat 

faith makea a person righteoua 1n that it ~utUlea u4 la 

the · only righteousness the lndlv-idul poaaeeae• 1-etom Qo4. 

!hi.a Just1fioat1on that a'Yalle before God appUe• to the 

person, not to the works .. alnoe lt 1a the pel'tlOD who la 
. . 

deolare4 Jtat. Judged, or condemned. Sa.oh avalUAc ~an1-
f1oat1on ia obtained only through faith. not b7 worn. 

And when the person la deolared ~usilf1e4 b7 faith, · • la 

at onoe thoroughly renewed and regenerated. Sal~atloa la 

appropriated all at onoe. !hls rebirth doea not onl7 

~eot oertain members of the person at a _tlme, ln1t lt at 

onoe ohangea the entire life. 

u. Rea-Buehring • .!l• !.!1• • P• 8'. 



htth la the prino1ple ot Ohristlu ethloa ltffaue 

•• '• good worka pleaae Qo4 an4 are IOOcl la JD.a aip'I Oll1J' 
beoaue we are righteoue lay faith. a4. troa •oJa taltla l'I 

le only nat~l'&l \ha\ Mtthel' aaya, •Der Gla111Nt aaoh'I tn-. 

aber 41e Werke beweiaen denselblgen Gl&Rlaea 11D4 ~1'~ ,z 
keit.n Faith by 1ta "fery natul'e la h14den lnl.t it 4oea 

manifest 1 tselt 1n works. Good wol'ka will alWQ'B flow 

forth from tas.,h. A.D4 1t talth ls g1'8&t. ao .ae 'Ule ••a, 
but otherwise not. And tor that reason Luthel' eaphaalu4 

the thought ot Romana 14'. 23: "Foii whataonel' le not ~ 

:ta1th 1e aiD" when he aa14, "Alles daa Dioht au dea 
. .... 

Glauben kommt 1st SU.ende.n 

Luthel' brought eth1oe, aa he 414 all tlleolog, 'baok 

to the Gospel, to the truth of the Juatltloatlon of 'Ule 

e1nner by faith alone. He neTeie tired ot aatatlng the 

truth that the peraon ls t11'8i and the worts are eeooa4. 

The person is the primary oonai4erat1cm beoauae lt ia "118 

person wiles., :taith ia the personal aesuran•, g1TeD thl'Oqh 

the inspired Word ot Goel, ot the graoe of GoO. ln Chrln 

Jeaue. It 1a aooepting and poa•••1nc Ohnn •• tbe pez­

aonal SaTlor through whom forgiTenesa o:t •in• la obtained. 

It la beoauae Christ. has taken upon Blmeelt the 81ne of 

the 1n41'914ual person that makea that person nn, regeA­

el'ate4 1D the .sight ot Goel. !l!hv.a the 1n41 Tl4u.l persOD la 

4eolare4 ~11.at and righteoua beoaue the J'lghteOU11D•e ot 

d. Lather's :;n•, Erlanpn e41ttcm. XXII. J• 
quote4 In La.thal' , .U.• .ill•• P• 21. · 

,,. Lathel''a Work•• blanpn edition. XIII, P• 
quote& in Luthardt, .!R.• !!!•·, Jt• a. 



or God has been imputed to hl• penonalq. !he ollan&'a tla&t 

takes place. the ve17 taot that a person lteooaes a Oh!'le­

tian, 1a smnething inward. Pl'om ezte,rnal appeannoee tlleft 

ls no difference between the belle'ftl~ an4 the unbelle•er. 
46 

But they are different 1n the hea~,. !he ohange taketl 

. plaoe inwardly. 

And sinoe fa1thby its Tery nature le aaethlng 1DWad. 

o:t neoees1ty it oannot be bound to 90mething external, te 

no extel'nal wol'k or to no law wh1oh demands enel'D&l wol'ka. 

~he Christian is essent1elq tree from worts a.nd the law. 

beoaue~ the eseenoe of a Oh1'1at1an d·oea not oonalat ln ex­

ternal works·. Sa.mmarlzed lt 1a that "ohr1etllohe J'relhelt, 

welohe an kein Werk gebunden 1st, son4el'n alle We~ke deloh 

alnd e1nem Christen, wle ale lhm •orkomme11 • . - Denn el.D 

ohr1etlloh Weaen st_ehet nioht 1n aeuezerlloh;eJI Wandel, ea 

•andelt auoh den Menschen nioht naoh dem ae11aserl1.iien 

Stan~. s•ndern naoh dem tnnerliohen. d .. 1. ea giln eln antler 

Herz. e1nen andel'n trut, Willen., u.nd S1Jm, weloher eben 

die Wel'ke tut• die ein a.ndl'er ohne eolohen Jilt a.n4 Willen 

tu.t. Denn ein Ohrist weiaz., clan ea gar am Olaa.1-en 11e8' 

u.e .• w. Wider dieae Pl'elhelt stl'eltet 4er Papet 11114 4er 

Aeiatliohe stand, mlt lhren Geaetzen und e~ehlten Jtl.eiclem,. 
. " Spelsen, Geboten, Staet'ten und Pereonen." 

46 •. lather's WorJca,. Brlangen edition. XIII, P• 8S 
quoted In Lu\harl\, .!!P.• 01 ~. ~ P• U. 

46. La:tber'a Worta. S-angea ed1't1on, x. P• 160 quote4 
1n La.t)lard\, Jm• !il• ~ P• Z4. 


