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to scatter (Psaln 1, 4), the grain was shaken through e sieve to
seperate it from the d irt emd pebbles of the threshing floor.

This finished the entire farming procedure - until the mext seasom.
A1l exzcept for the storing away of the grain into barnse. First, however,
the grain wes washed. This was the duty of the women-folk. They
cloansed the grain in clear water and then spread it on great circles
of cloth to dry in the sun, before storing it away or taking it to the
market %o be sold. Barton reports that excavations show that many of
the granaries rmast have been large affairs and were thus used as publiec

store houses. 10

Some wore comnected with private houses. Most of

the granaries were circular structures, varying greatly in their indi-
vidual sizes. Some had special compartments for the different kind s

of grain stored in them. Geikie suggests an interesting point in this
connection with reference to Christ's Parable of the Rich PFool

(Luke 12, 16-21). Geikle holds that this story indieates the covetous-
ness on the part of some farmers to lay away much food for future periods

11

of fanineg. This may very likely have been the case.

10, G. A. Barton, Archseclogy and the Bible, p. 134.

11. C. Geikie, Life and Words of Christ, vol. I, p. 282.
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II Vitioculture

Closely related to the subject of farming is tree-culture., Christ
in his parable-preaching also made &veral allusions to this important
Palestinian ocoupation. The first onme to be mentioned is ‘the well-
known Biblical fig-tree (Hatt. 24, 32).

The fig~tree is native in western Asia. In the case of a young
tree, oultivation is essential to fruitbearing, and old trees quickly
degenerste into barremmess, when they are uncared for. So they ars
planted in the vineyards that the dresser of the ¥éneyard might also .
care for them (Luke 13, 7). This amounted to no extra labor on the
part of the dresser of the vineyard, for the fig-tree was not the
principal orop. Consequently it was as a rule relegated to the cormers
end odd spnts of the vineyard, so a s not to interfere with the
productiveness of other plents end trees. The little care given to .
this tree was but a little digging of the surrownding ground and
the manuring of its roots (Luke 13, 8). In most places the first fruit
was ripe slready in June. In some places, as in the regioms of Galilee,
fruits could be gathered for a continuous period of some ten months.

The technical or gemeric term for this tree is fious carica. It

generally reaches a height of some twenty to thirty feet. The leaves
sprouting from its light-gray breanches are heart-shaped, from eight to
ten inches in size, and appear late in spring and are again shed at the
approach of winter. The relastive appearance of fruit and the appearance
of the tree's leaves provide a keener insight into the Biblical asccount
of Christ's cursing this plant. This shows that the Lord had every
right end reason to expect fruit on the tree at that paﬂ:ioular time.
Nexi-: to the grape, the fig holds the most prominent place among the
fruits cultivated by the Israelites. Like the grape, it was eaten

13



14

both presh and in e dried state. When dried, it was sometimes pressed
into the form of round cakes. The fig was also thought to have
curative qualities; at least in one instance recorded in Seripture it
was ned e the medium of a cure, when the prophet Isaiah healed the
king Hezekieh from his illness ( 2 Kings 20, 7).

The musterd tree (Matt. 135, 1. 32.) is really not a tree, but an

herb which reaches the proportions of a tree. Its seed is very minute,
and so the Jews often used this as a provqxpisl expression for smallness.
The common mustard of Palestime was the Simapis nigra - the black mustard;

thie grew to a height of twelve feet. It was sown either im gerdens (Luke
13, 19) or in fields (Matt. 13, 31). The seed was mainly used in the Jewish
menu as a condiment, or also as food for pigeons. Birds in general were
readily attrected to the lodgement which the wide-spreading branches of
this plant afforded.

A vineyard celled for harder and more regular labor then any other
ind ustry the farmer umdertook, The best position was usually the fair amnd
geatle slopes at the foot of a hillside where the vines could get plenty
of sun and air above, and ground below in which to sink their long end
sproading roots. The vintnge time itself was preceded by pruning time, end
wnless the vine dresser used his kmife in seeming cruelty to cut back any
of the shoots and clusters, the bunches that remained could never grow
to rich and full maturity.

The groateost excitement, however, came during the vintage, the time
for gethering the grapes snd carrying out the initial steps in making of
the wine. This was a time for great social gatherings. Other occasions for
such gatherings were the sheep-shearings, grain harvests, femily festivals -
such as the cireumcision of children, wedding seasons, and the ordinary

arrival of guests. This vintage period generally occurred in September,
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though the first few grapes had ripened slready in July, and continued
into October. The grapes were ordinﬁrily red, although there wes also a variety
of the white grape, especially at Bethlehem and at Hebron. Fresh grapes
were eaten in great quantities during that season, but still greater
amounts were dried for winter storage. In a warm, opem spot in the
vineyard a smooth floor was prepared, snd here bunches of grepes were
sproad out 46 dry. In order to keep the skinsg moist, the bunches were
freoquently turned eround end sprinkled with plive oil. This comversion
into raisins was also oftem done by dipping the clusters into a strong
lye solution snd then allowing them to dry, Whem the drying-out process
was finished, the women then stored them away ‘in their earthenwares or
bins. These reisfns formed a valuable part of the food supply for the
entire yesre. One specifio Mosaic lew sheds a bit of light on the abundance
of the grepe crop. In Deut, 23, 24 the Holy VWriter says, "When thou comest
unto thy neighbor's vineyard, them thou mayest eat grapes thy fill at
thine own pleasure; but thou shalt not put any im thy vessel." This
passage illustrates the liberality which one could readily expect with
such sbundance. Visitors or paasers=by through vineyards were permitted
to eat of the fruit, but were cauticmed not to carry seny away with them.
The jaice of the grape was drumk either fresh or as wine. |

Vines required constent and special atiention. The Israelites
really fell heir to this precious heritage when they marched into the
Lend of Cenaan, for orginany this culture had been successfully cerried
on . by the inheditents before Xsreel took over. The laborers in the
vineyards had to do much digging end pruning eway several times a year
of 211 the dead or unfruitful vimes, that the fruitbearing branches
might receive full strength from the main vine and bear better fruit,
The cuttings were mostly burned (Johm 15, 6). The ground itself needed
much osre; it had to be kept entirely free from 211 weeds., Host of the




vines in the Holy Land were allowed to trail alemg the ground. The
peasant believed that the grapes would ripen' slower under the shadow of
their own leaves, whereas if they were propped up on s’cioi:s the fruit might

then, exposed to the direct rays of the sun, ripen before it had fully growmm,.

A wedleequipped vineyard was always characterized in three ways =
liatt, 21, 33. Bvery vineyerd was surrounded by a hedge, a fence. The
P R
Greek term Y iy es indicates a stone wall overgrowm with thorns to

protect the vineyasrds from thieves, but especielly from wild boars end

foxes (Ps. 80, 13; Cent. 2, 15; Neh. 4, 3). The second notable characteristic

was the winevress. This was a device used to squeeze out the juice. The
winepress of Jesus! time usually consisted of ‘bwo parts - an upper vat
and a lower vat. The upper vat - A VI.VOB - was a tub or trough-shaped
roceptacle, roughly two feet by four feet. The grapes were placed into this
vat end thenm troddem by human bare feet (Judges 9, 27; Heh. 13, 15). Thaf
this entire period of vintage wes one of joy end festivities is further
substantiated by the jubilant tone of those who pressed the juice from
the fruit. The treaders shouted as they kept time in doing their ﬂﬁrk
(Is. 16, 10). Through a snall, closely-grated opening near the bottom of
this upper vat the juice ram dom into the Jmo Avrow » the lower
vat. This bottom receptacle was hollowed either out of tﬁe earth, being
then lined with masonry, or it was hemm out of the. same huge rock as the
upvor vet. The juice was then stored in new goat-skin bottles, the hairy
side of which was turned inside. No old skin bottles were employed for they
were veakened by continuel usage, and their walls could not stend the
pressure of the fermenting contents (Matt. 9, 17).

The third characteristic feature of a wﬁll-organized vineyerd was
the tower. The tower or booth of Matt. 21, 353 was undoubtedly different
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from the one nentioned in Isaiah 1, 8. This cottage of the vineyard,

a8 Isaiah cells it, probably sufficed as a shelter for the watchmem, who
kept a constant lookout for would-be marauders. It was but a simple
structure, built of four poles stuck in the ground in the form of a
squere and about four feet epart. At nearly the seame distamce from the
ground cross-sticks were fastened to these supports, and upon them boards
were laid. Here was spread the simple couch of the watchmen, and here,
for the most part, was his home during the summer. A second platform ,
covered with boughs of treoes, was meade a few feet higher up when a wider
range of visiom was desired. The insecure character of this cotitage of
the vineyard is well illustrated in another passage of this prophet where
he says of the earth that under the judgments of God it shall "stagger
like a drunken man" and"be moved to end fro like a hut." ( Is. 24, 10)
However, the tower mentioned in the parable was of a more substantial
structure, possibly of stone, for the same word used to designate tower
here -7/ ‘v{f'; 7 s = is used also of the defensive fortifications of walled
cities. The purpose of towers of'tem brenched into a three-fold category.
They were mainly used for protection of the food, for the storage of tools
and garden implements, and then, possibly in the weelthier vineyerds, for
pleasure, Rich owners often resorted to their towers as summer retreats,
for there in their roomy, well=-ventilated apartments they could easily
relax in the cooling breezes of that high altitude. Such towers of wealthier
Jews were circular and aversged an area of thirty square f'eet, attaining
heights close to sixiy feet.

This subject would be quite incomplets if due consideration were not

giwen to those responsible for the work done in the vineyards, nemely,

the lsborers.
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The employers mentioned in the pz;rahles are usuelly men of sn
exemplary end generous character (Matt. 20, 1 - 163 21, 33 = 41). The
" laborers fell into two classes = some good and some bad. Matthew 20, 11. 12
gives a slight indication thet those laborere did not work as zealously
es they might have, This same passage also describes the difficulty of
their tasks. They had to boar the "burden and heat of the day.”
Congequently theirs was no easy life, working in the hot sun with such
primitive implements. This Kevewy  , heat, might also imply thet dry,
burning wind which ceme from the sastern desert and plains and which was
so fatal to vegetable life. The proneht Hosea refers to this wind in 13, 15
"FThough he be fruitful emong his brethren, an east wind shall come, the
wind of the Lord shall come up from the wildernis, and his spring shall
become dry, and his fountain shell be dried ups he shall spoil the treasure
of rll pleasant vessels."

When an owner of a vineyard needed help for his vintage, he could
procure this help in the village market-plece. This market-place, a
primitive but effective employmeng-buream, was the common rendezvous of
the poorer classes, who gathered there each morning with spade in hend,
waiting to be hired. Ancient Jewry was also familiar with a class of
"harvest hands" who traveled from one location to another in search of work -
very similar to the American “harvest hands” who travel from state to
state to assist the farmers in their busy seasons. Here at this market-
place groups were formed and hired, and them as the day gradually
passed, new groups of waiting hends were again to be found.

When the owner engaged a number of workmen from this "bureau,"
the labor contract was customerily a verbal ome. The lord promised his
workers so much for a dey's work, and they them received that amount

regardless of the number of hours they labored. A stendard working d ey
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was twelve hours; and this according to the Jewish method of reckoning
time would then be the hours between six s.m. snd six p.m. = the first
end the twelfth hours respectively (John 11, 9). The wages at the time °
of Christ, acoording to his parable (Matt. 20), were a pemny, a Roman
denarius, which in today's coin would smount to monteen cents.

The Palestinian vitioculturist had also enother system in ‘employing
laborers for his vineyard, This was the method of remting the vineyard
to workers (Hatt. 21, 33f). The owner would let his property out to
husbsndmen, who would work the vineyard, asnd in return would psy the
omner a certein amount of money or its equivalent in produce. The
lattlr was the more usual as well as the more natural. It was also oftem

the §ase that the remters received fruit end free seed to hire workers
under them egein. Such contraots or leases, as Edersheim says, were
given by the year, by life, or were ewen hsred:ltary.l Trench imparts
this bit of information that this system of rentals is still ca rried
on in parts of Frence and Italy. In Persia similar arrangements are
made end "that there, too, as in the case of the Wioked Husbendmen

frauds and violence sometimes occur as a result." 2

1. Edersheim, op. cit., vole II, pe 423,

2. French, op- clte, pPo 168,



III Animel Husbandry

Tm.parablea are to be found in the account of St. Matthew which
rofer to the interesting occupation of sheep-raising, These two parables
are the Parable of the Lost Sheep (Matt, 18, 12, 13) and the Parsble
of the Sheep and the- Goats (Matte 25, 31 - 33),

The picture of a flock of sheep with their shepherd is a very
femiliar one in Jewish history. The keeping of flooks was prevelent
almost everywhere, The highleands of Gilead and Bashan ere usually
designated as the chief regions, although considerable flocks were tended
also in the hill countries of Ephraim and Judeh, It seems that the shepherd
was mors prominent in southeran sections of Palestine than in the northern,
liost topogrephers usually classify three great sheep-raising districts -
that of Gilead and Bashan, that of the highlemds just west of the Jordanm
river, and that of the territories of Moab, Edom, and the land of Simeon.

These districts were commonly called "wildernisses," although they
were not that in the modern sense of the term. Such a designation was
given them only because they were uninhabited, whereas in rsality they
were wide, grassy plains, steppes, or savannas; some were a2 bit sandy or
rocky in parts, but again almost jungly with luxuriant growths of
aromatic shrubbery.

The shepherd had not such a difficult task, True, sheep often
went astray and he would have to seek them out in neighboring ravines or
mountaing, but in general his job was quite a pleasant one. The sheep,
which required day end night watching, were well acquainted with their
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keeper's voice, He had no need to drive them, as is the custom in western
sheep-golds, but he merely called them (John 10, 4). Moreover, the
shepherd was often ensbled to give individuel care and attentiom to

his sheep; it was also frequently the case for each animal to have its
own neme, and when hearing its master's voice, it would nimbly end quickly
leap to his side or into his arms.

Job 30, 1 - "But now they that are younger than I have me in derisiom,

whose fathers I would heve disdeined to have set with the dogs of my
Flook." This passage carries a reference to the keeper's entrusting the
core of his sheep to dogs. Dogs of Palestine were not esteemed as the
faithful friends of menkind, but they were mostly mean and lazy and only
good for barking warnings when denger threatemed. Otherwise the shepherd
left his flock in the charge of another mem. But any such substitution
immedietely reduced the efficiency of the pastoral care. To a strenger
the sheop would not willingly heerken - a fact which Christ eptly
employs in his parable of the Good Shepherd (Jomm 10).

The sheep-fold was a large square inclcsure, surrounded by stone
walls, These walls were orowmed with thormbranches to keep out thieves
and predatory animals. Some of these permanent folds also had towers,
similar to the structures found in vineyards. At night, when the weather
was favorable, sheep ond shepherd slept under the open sky. In bad
weether the sheep were kept under low, flat-roofed quarters to shelter
them from the rains. Sometimes several flocks shared one such a fold,
end on the following morning each shepherd would lead his individual
flock out of the fold into the pasture. When the flock was far from home,
temporary folds of thorns and brisrs were erected. The many Palestinien

caves were also frequently resorted to for this purpose.

E T (1
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Viild enimals, chiefly wolves, were the main throats to the safety of
the flook. To ward off their many and repeated raids, the shepherd was
equipped with such weapons as a sling and a steff ( 1 Sam. 17, 40). The
steff was.a long rod crocked at the top. Besides its use as a protective
measure ageinst the enemies, the shepherd also employed it to lead the
flook and to chasten its disobedient members. The sling was the same as
that used by the young shepherd-boy - the later king David. It was a
narrow strip of leether with a sort of pocket or "hand™ in the center,
into which a stoue wes placed. The shepherd would take both ehds of
these thongs tight in his grip, swing the sling around his head, end
finelly leave one end go, directing the stone bef'ore the sheep so as to
neke them alter their course. This sling, incidentally, is said to be the
origin of the leter developuents in war artillery, as the huge machine
used in Romen days to sling large stones at walls of cities. Ross tells of
enother way to make a sling. He says, "The boys make their own slings; from
the beck of the family sheep they cut a little wool, and by patiently
rolling it over and over on a smooth pebble, spin it into yarn, and then
make the yarn into a sling." 8 The shepherd also carried a "scrip," made
of on entire gkin of & lamb - the wool having becn removed - and it wes
carried by straps passing over the shoulders. This pouch was probebly
used for the shepherd's food for a day. Besides this he was burdened with
very little equipment to transport from place to place. In cold weather
he would probably carry am extra garment to meet this nced.

The sheep of the Holy Lend were of different colors and breeds., The
general colors were white, brown, black, and piebald = like the omes im
Jecob?s flock as he served his uncle Laban. In the north there roamed a
short-wooled veriety; of this breed both the rams and the ewes were
horned, Another breed, which was more general, was the broad-tailed

1. E. Je Ross, Living Where Josus Lived, p. 32




species. The tails of these sheep were quite enmormous, oftem eight inches
wide end fifteen inches long, and scaled an average of tem to fifteem
pounds. These tails were sold as food. They are described as being
superior to tallow though not equel to butter. The Arabs are reported
To consider such a dish a rare delicacy, as they feast on this food,
frying it in slices. It is nlso said that this wariety of sheep is
ospecially good for that country, for if the pastures fail, these sheep
can go for days without food, living on the fat that is stored up in
their tails.

The uses of the sheep were manifold. Since the Jews considered it
a clean animal, it was used for food (1 Sam. 14, 323 25, 18), The ewes
supplied a rich milll which was a favorite with the Hebrews (Deut, 32, 14;
1 Cors 9, 7)e The skin of the animal served as rude clothing (Heb. 11, 37;
Uatt, 7, 15), and sometimes it was converted into leather (Bx, 268, 14;
Merk 1, 7). The trappings of horses, cemels, and asses, the saddle-beg,
and the water bottle were all by-products of this sheep-skin. From the
wool sheared from the sheep cloth was woven (Lev. 13, 47, 48), For a few
days subsequent to their shearing the sheep were driven regularly into
water for cleaensing, and possibly to hardegl;;: the changes of the atmosphere
(Cante 4, 2)s This wool was considered very valuable and was freguently
rendered as a tribute, 2 Kings 3, 4 presents an exzample of this as it
tells of Mesha, the king of Moab, paying King Ahab of Israel “sm hundred
thousend lambs, end en hundred thousend rams, with the wool." The horms
of the male sheep were used as flasks (1 Sam. 16, 1) and also as trumpets,
These were the trumpets used by the priests as they circled the city of
Jericho before its fall (Josh. 6, 4). Ome of the main purposes for which
this species of enimals was employed was for the Passover feast. Beginning

with the great exodus of Israel under Moses from the land of Egypt, and




thereafter ot overy Fassover festival, a male lamb or goat of a year

old,without blemish, was offered unto the Lord.

At the beginning of this d iscussion mention was then already made
of the Parable of the Sheep end the Goats. Sheep and goats were kept in
the same pasture; the goats were tended with the sheep by the same
shepherd (Gen. 27, 9; 30, 32). At night, however, they wereddivided into
separate folds - which is the important fact in the meaning of the pareble.
There was a close affinity between the goats aﬁd the sheep. Omne of the
few differences lay in the construction of their respective horns; the
goats' horns are curved backward, Then, too, there is a difference in
their hebits, Sheep eat herbage snd grass, while the goats browse twigs
and leaves. Similar to the uses of the sheep, the goats' hair is also
woven inte cloth = cloth used for temts usually of this substance -
the milk is drumk and is preferred to that of eny other enimal, end the
flesh is eaten, The writer of the letter to the Hebrews, 11, 37, refers
to the destitute and afflicted, who wore clothes made of the hairy skin
of this animal. This skin, turned inside, was aiso used as a container
for liquids.




IV Fishing

A pareble of Christ which presents enother picture of Palestinian
1ife is that of Matt. 13, 47. 48, This parsble suggests the occupaticnal
mod e of fishing, This was not so much the sport, as msny Americens |
consider fishing today, but it was one of the main ind ustries of
Jewish life. Whole families engaged in it (Merk 1, 20); it was a
wholesale business,

This fishing was confined to inland waters, mainly that in the
region of the Sea of Galilee, According to the tradition of the
Rebbis, Joshua, on his distribution of the country, had made the fishing
in the Lake of Galilee free to all. Nowadays, the fishing is a monopoly
of the furkish govermment, and is virtually extinct. 1 There is very
little evidence that the Israelites ever took part in any fishing along
the Mediterranean coast, but Neh. 13, 16 provides this bit of informatiom,
that men from the region of Tyre brought huge amounts of their catch to
Jerusalem end there disposed of them, selling their fish to the Jews om
the sabbath, for which Nehemieh rebuked his people. Bissell infers
that there was a regular fish market im Jerusalem, sinda there was a
gate knomn as the "fish gate™ on its northeast side. 2

The equipment used to earry on this occupation was quite simple but
effective. Every fishermen was en expert in the use of the hook emd line
end nets. The mention of fishhooks is found already in the days of Amos
the prophet - Amos 4, 2. Isaleh also shows some femiliarity with this

ind ustry as he employs such fishing terms as "they that cast," and

1, Geikie, Life end Words of Christ, vol II, p. 609.

2+ B, C. 3188011. EEQ _?.!2.’ Pe Tle
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"they that spread nets" (Isaish 19, 8), Job 41, 1 and 7 also seem to
ind icate that at that early date spears emd tridents were already in
use.

The nets are worthy of speocial mention. There were two types of
nets used at these times = 1) the bag-net end. 2) the drag-net. The
first of these was employed out in d eep watera. The fishermem let
his net domn and then drew it up again inﬁothobqnt. Several good
catches often endangered the lives of the mém, when the weight of the
fish oé.fSed the boats to begin sinking, as in the case of the miraculous
draught of fishes which Jesus produced. This bag-net is also referred
to as the hend-net. In shepe it is like the top of a tent with a lomg
cord fastened to the epex. This cord is attached to the fisherman's arm,
and the net is so folded that whem it is 'l:l_lrm. it expands to its
utmogt ciroumference around which are strung beads of lead to meke the
net drop to the bottom. Vhen the fish are emmeshed within the strings
of the not, the fisherman leisurely draws the met to him with thelong
cord tied to his arm, Since shosls of fish could be distinguished mich
better from a higher level than from the angle of en active fishermen
near the shore, it was quite the oustom to station several memn on oliffs,
who would then signal the fisherman where to cast the net. .

The other type of net was the drag-net. It was leaded below
end corked above so that it formed a sort of partition when placed into
the water. The length of such nets at times averages several hundred
feot. Ocesn nets of thet time are quoted to have been long encughfto
compass en entire bay. ' The ends of the drag-net were takem out into
the lake and brought baok by boats. These boats were usually large,
olumsy affairs, msnned by at least four fishermen, who took turns rowing




