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the lm.der surfaoe ot the board.a.. Isaiah• in 41, 15 ref'era to th1a 

simple yet etreotive artiole or husbandry in the wordai •11'111 make 

thee a new sharp threshing instrument having teeth•" The underneath 

part had sharp flintstones or pieoes ot 1.r~ tilted to it. These sharp 

points. "teeth." not only separated the oorn trom the ear but also out . . . . 

up the stro.vr • . The threnhing-.~led. 'ffeighted dam by stones end the 
' . 

driver. ym.s pulled by one or two an1mals over the sheans. and thus 

did a much taster pieo~ of wor~ than the simple manner of treading• 

Bissell. in commenting on this threshing device• reports that it was 

often used in some way or another for the purpose ot torturing anemies.9 

.Another suoh mechanical device was the threshing-wagon• This waa 

a lcm-built. four-cornered wagon trame. inside of which were attached 

t\10 or. three parallel revolving.cylinders or rollers. Baoh ot these 

rollers ,ms armed vdth three or tour sharpened iron disks, . !here was 

a. seat in the ca.rt tor the driver. who was dra1111 over the sheaves by 

oxen yoked to a pole. By either of these two derloes the grain .was 

shelled end the straw. uhioh was later used· as fodder, was laoerated. 

Upon this f'oll0\'18d tho process kno'1'111 as winnowing. The mixture of 

grain. chaff.. and broken stroxr was turned about end shaken with a wooden 

fork. Then the ran. a. .sort ot wooden shovel or· a f'ork with about six 

p!."ongs. was used to heave the grain up into the air that the chaff 

might thus be blown away by the wind (Is •. ~. 24). 81.noe both prooeaeea., 

the first - to separw..~ the straw and the gram •. and the second• to 

separate the ~hatt and the grain •. requi1:ed the use ot wind •. winnowing 

was mostly d one at night •. tor Syrian breezes blew only frOll ff81ling 

lmtil the next morning. Sometimes a tan · - usually another shcm,1 -

was used to assist the process with its artificial wind (Matt. · ~.· 12) •· 

Next •. the chaff having be·en burned (Katt. 3. 12) or lef't for the wind 

9. Bissell. 2E.• .!?!!•• P• 125. 
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to scatter (Psaln 1, 4) • the grain was shaken through a sieve to 

separate it from the dirt and pebbles or the threshing tloor. 

This finished the entire f'e.rm.ing prooedure - until the next season • 

. ..'\11 except f'or the storing away ot the grain. into barns. Pirat, h0119'Yer, 

·the grain l'mA washed. This was the duty of the woman-f'olk. They 

oloansed the graiJi 1n al.ear water end then spread it on great oiroles 

or cloth to dry in the sun, bef'ore storing it away or taking it to the 

market to be sold. Barton reports that excava'l.ions show tha.t numy ot 

the granaries must have been large aff'airs and were thus used as public 

store houses. lO Some were ccmneoted with priTate houses. U.Ost ot 

the granaries ,,,ere circular structures, Ta.ry'ing greatly 1n their indi­

vidual sizes. Some had special compartments for the ditterent killd s 

or grain stored in them. Geild.e suggosts an interesting point 1n this 

connection \'11th reference to Christ's Parable or the Rich Pool 

(Luke 12, 16-21). Geild.e holds that this story 1nd1oatea the covetous­

ness on the part or some farmers to lay away much food tor tature periods 

of tarllino. 11 This may very likely ha,re been the oaae. 

10. G. A. Barton, Archaeology !!!!! ~ Bible. P• 134. 

11. c. Oeikie, Lite and Vlords of Christ. vol. I, P• 282. -- -
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II Vitioulture 

Closely related to the subject of tarming is tro~ulture •. Christ . 

in his parable-preaohing also made *"eral allusions to this important 

Palestinian oooupation. 'l'he first one to be mentioned is the well­

known Biblical fig-tree (M~tt. 24. 32). 

Tho fig-~ is native in western Asia. In the case ot a young 

tree . oultivation is essential to f.ruitbearing. and old trees quiok1y 

degenerate ~to barrenness. ,men they aro unoared tor. So. they are 

planted in the vineyards that the dresse!" ot the itneynrd might dao 

c are f'or tham (Luke 13, 7). This amounted to no extra labor on the 

part ot the dresser or the vineyard, tor the !'1g-tree was not the 

principal orop . Consequently it was as a rule relegated to the corners 

end odd spnts o.r the vineyarda so· a snot to interfere with the 

productiveness ot other plants -and trees. 'the little care given to 

t his trea was bu.t a little digging or the surrounding · ground and 

the manuring of its roots (Luke 13. 8). In most places the first :truit 

was ripe already in June. In some places. as 1n the regi~s of Galilee. 

f'ruita oould be gathered tor a continuous period ot sC!lle ten man~s. 

The technioal or generic term t'or this tree is :tious oarioa! It 
. . 

generally reaches. a height of some twenty to th!J"V feet~ The leaTes 

sprouting from its U :ght-gray branches are he~shaped• from eight to 

ten inches in size. end appear late in spring and are agn1n shed at the 

approach of Ttinter. The relative appearanoe ot truit and the appearance 

ot the tree's leaves provide a keener insight into the Biblical aooount 

' ot Christ·• s oursing this plant! This ahowa that the Lord had ffery 
' ' . 

right and reason to expect fruit on the tree at that particular time. 

llext to the grape. the fig holds the most prominent plaoe among the 

fruits oultiTated by the Israelites. Like the grape• it was eaten 
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both tresh · and 1n a dried state. When dried• 1t wae eomethlea pressed 

into the i'orm ot round oakes. The tlg was also thought to han 

ourative qualities; at least 1n one instance recorded 1n Sor1pture 1t 

was mad e the medium of a oure. when the prophet Isaiah healed the. 

king Hezekiah from his illness ( 2 · Kings 20. ?) • 

The l'll11stard ~ (Me.t.t. is. Sl. 32.) ie really not a tree. but an 

herb whi~h reaohes the proportions of a 'tree. Ite seed ia nry minute. 

and so the Jews often used this as a pro~ial expression tor smallness. 

The ocmmon mustard of Palestiae was the Sinapis Digra - the black mustard, 

this grew to a height of twelve teet. It was sown. either 1n gardens (Luke 

ls. 19) or in f ields (Matt. 13. 31) • The seed was ma;ln]y used 1n the Jewish 

menu as a oondimont. or also as food £or pigeons. Birds in general were 

readily a-t·t;r e.cted to the lodgement which the "dde-spreading branches or 

this plant a.i'rorded. 

A vineyard called for harder and more regular labor than any other 

industry the fnrr.ier tmdertook. The best position was usually the fair and 

gentle slopes at the foot of o. hillside where the vines could get plenty 

of sun and air above. and ground below in whioh to sink t heir long end 

sp~ading roots. The vintnge time itself' ,ma preoedad by pruning time. ond 

\mless t he vine dresser used his knife in seeming cruelty to cut back ~ 

or the shoots and clusters. the bunches that remained could never grow 

to r ~o~ and i'ull ma:turi ty. 

The greatest excitement. howavar. came during the vintage. the time 

i'or gathering the grapes and carrying out the initial steps in making or 

the ,1ine. This ,ms a time tor great social gatherings. Other occasions tor 

suoh gatherings were the sheap-shearings. grain harvests, i-em11y festivals • 

suoh as the oiroumois1on of children. wedding seasons. ond the ordinaey 

arrival ot guests. Thia vintage period generally occurred in September. 

1, 
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though the f'irst few g:r:-apes had ripen~d already- 1n July. and continued 

into Ootober. The grapes were ~rdin~ily red. although there ~s also a variety 

ot' the white grape. espeoifll.ly at Bethlehem and at Hebron. Presh grapes 

were eaten in great quantities during that season. but still greater 

amounts were dried £or winter storage. In a warm. open spot 1n the 

Vineyard a SlllOOth f'loor was prepared., and here bunches of grapes were 

spread out to dry. In order to keep the skins moist. the bunohes were 

f'r equently turned around and sprinkled with plive oil. Thia conversion 

into ro.i s ilts ·was al so of'ton. done by dipping the clusters into a strong 

lye solution and t hen allowing them to dry. When the drying-out '!?rooesa 

•..va.s f i n ished. the women then stored them amq ·in . their e9:rthermarea or 

bins. ~hese raisins formed a valuable part ot the food supply for the 

en"l;ire year. One speoific Mosaic law sheds a bit of light on the abundance 

of' tho grape crop. In Deut. 23, 24 the Holy Writer says, ~en thou comest 

unto thy naighbor• s vineyard, then thou mayest · eat grapes thy fill at 

thine own pleasure; but thou shalt not put any 1n thy vessel." This 

passage illustrates the liberality' which one could readily expect with 

such abundance. Visitors or paosers-by' through vineyards were pennitted 

to eat of' the fruit, but were ·oe.utioned not to carey any aW8¥ with thea. 

The j'*ioe or the grape was drunk either fresh or as wine. 

Vines required cor;i.stent and special attention. The Israelites 

really fell heir to this precious heritage l'lhen they marched mto the . 
Land of' Canaan, for oi;ginall7· this· culture had been suooeeet"ully carried 

on -·, by the inh~itants before lsre.el took over. !be laborers in the 

vineyards had to do much digging ond pruning away several times a year 

of' all the dead or unf'ruittul vines, that the f'ruitbear!ng branches 

might receive full strength from the main Tine and bear better fruit. 

The cuttings were mostly burned (Jolm 15, 6). !'he ground itself needed 

much oare; it had to be kept entirely tree tram all weeds. Most ot the 



vines in the Holy Land mtre allowed to trail along the ground. The 

peasant believed that the grapes would rip811 slower 1mder the shadow of 
' . 

their ovm leaves. whereas if' they were propped up on. sticks the f'ruit lliglrt 
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then. exposed to the di1•ect rays or the sun. ripan before it haci fully grown~ 

A well-equipped vineyard was al'ffll1'& oharaoterized in three wqs -

Matt. 21. 33. Ever;y vineyard was surrounded by a hedge. a fenoe.· The 
I ' . 

G:r:-eek term f ed\'(.M!fi..f; indioates a stone ~l overgrown with thorns t.o 

protoot the vineyards i'rom thieves. but especially trom.· wild boa.rs and 

foxes (Ps. ao. 13; Cant. 2. 15; Beh. 4. 3). The second notable oharacteristio 

was the wineprosa • . This was a device used to squeeze out the juice. 'l'he .. 
1rl.nepress of Jesus• time usually consisted of two parts - an upper vat 

" and n lower vat. The upper vat - ~ "I. '-' "..$ • '\'18.& a tub or trough-shaped 

receptacle. roughly two feet by four feet. The grapes were pla~ed into this 

vat end t hen trodden by human be.re feet (Judges 9. 27; Beh. 13. 15). That 

this entire period of vintage Tias one ot joy and festivities is further 

substantiated by the jubilant tone of' those who pressed the juic~ rrom . 
the ~ruit. The treaders shouted as they kept time in doing their .rork 

(Ia. 1~. 10). Through a small. closely-grated opening near the bottom ot 
c:. / 

this upper vat the juice ran doffll into the V'T'f D /.. ~ v Io V • the 10llf8r 

vat. This bottom ~eceptaole qs hollowed either out ot the earth. being 

then lined ,vith masonry. or it l"l'QS hem out of the same huge rook as the 

upner vat. The juice was thon stored in new goat-skin bottles. the hairy 

side ot whioh was turned inside. Uo old skin bottles were employed tor they 

were weakened by continual usage. and their walls could not stand the 

pressure ot the fermenting contents (Katt. 9 • 1 '1) • 

The third oharaoteristio feature of a VAtll-organized vineyard was 

the tower. The tower or booth or Katt. 21. 33 was undoubtedly different 



from the one nen.tioned 1n Isaiah 1. 8. This oottage of the rineyard• 

as Isaiah oall a · it. p1-obably suf'I'ioed as a shelter tor the watchman. 1lho 

kept a constant lookout t'or would-be marauders. It was but a simple 

structure. built ot four poles stuck 1n the ground 1n the fora of a 

square and ~bout four f'eet apart. At nearly the same distance from the 

ground o~oas-stioks were fastened to these supports. and upon them boards 

v;ere la.id. Here ,m.s spre9:<1 the simple oouoh of the · watchman. end here. 

for the most part. was his home during the summer. A seoand plati'ora • 

covered with boughs of ~rees. was made a few feet higher up when a wider 

range or visica was desired. The insecure character of' this cot tage of 

the vineyard is well illustrated in another passage or this prophet Tlh.ere 

he says of' the earth that under the judgments of God it shall "stagger 

like a drunken man" and"be moved to and fro like a hut." ( Ia. 24. 10) 

However• the towar mentioned in the parable was or a more substantial 

structure. possibly of stone. for the same v,ord used to designate tower 
I 

here - '/1 'I (! 'lf 0.5 - is used also of the defensive f'o1•tif'ioationa of walled 

lT 

cities. T~e purpose 0£ towers often branohed into a three-fold oategory. 

They ware l?la~ly used for protection of the food• for the storage of tools 

and garden implernents. and then. possibly 1n the wealthier vineyerds. tor 

ple~sure. Rioh ov.ners often resorted to their towers as summor retreats. 

!'or t here in t heir roorq. well-ventilated apartments they could easily 

relax in the cooling breezes ot that high altitude. Such towers ot wealthier 

JeTrs ware circular and averaged an nrea of thirty square feet. attaining 

heights close to sixty feet. 

This subjaot would be quite incomplete if du, consider ation were not 

given to those responsible ror 'the ,vork done in the vineyards• namely• 

the le.borers. 
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!he employers mentioned 1n the parables are usually Jlt8ll of m 

exemplary and generous character (Katt. oo. l - l6J 21. 33 • 41). !be 

laborers fell into t , 10 classes - some good and some bfld. Matthew 20. 11. 12 

gives a slight indication that those laborers did not trork as zealously 

as they might have. This same passage also deaoribes the dit'fioulty o~ 

their tasks. They had to boar the "burden and heat of the dq." 

Consequently t heirs Tia& no easy lite. ,,orldng 1n the hot 8IJD with suoh 

' primitive implements. This K,cl.. v rw- v • heat. might also imply that dry. 

burning mnd which oe.me from the eastern desert and plains and whioh wa.a 

so f Rtal to v egetable life. The proneht Hosea ref ers to this wind 1n 13. l&t 

"Though he be fruitful among his brethren. an east Td.nd shall come. the 

mnd of the Lord shall come up t'rom the w1ldem1s. end his spring shall 

beoome dry. and his fountain shall be dried upa he shall spoil the treasure 

of all pleasant vessels." 

When an ovm.er of a vineyard needed help tor his vintage. he oould 

prooure this help 1n the village market-place. This market-plaoe. a 

primitive but eff ective employm.~-bureau. was the common renunous o~ 

the poorer cla sses. mo gathered there eaoh morning m.th spade 1n hand, 

muti ng to be hired. Ancient Je,-rry was also familiar with a class o~ 

"harvest hands" who traveled from one location to another 1n search ot \10rk -

very similar to the Ainerioan "harvest hands? who travel trom state to 

state to assist the tanners in their busy seasons. Here at this market­

place groups 'l18re formed and hired. and then as the day gradually 

passed. new groups ot waiting hands 119re a.gain to be found. 

When the owner engaged a number of' lft>rkmen trom. this "bureau." 

the labor oontraot was customarily a verbal one. The lord nromised h1a 

'\"lOrkers so much tor a d~'s work. and they the reoei'Y8d that amount 

regardless ot the number ot hours they labored. A standard ffl>rking d q 



wa.s 'twelTe hours, and this aooorcling to the J~ah method ot reokon1ng 

time would then be the hours between six a:.m. ad six p ••• - th.- first 

and the twelfth hours respeotiTely (John n. 9). !he wages at the tille · 

ot Christ. aooording to his parable (Katt. a>). WBre a p~. a Raaan 

denarius. uh.ioh in today's ooin would amcNnt to NYenteen oents. 

The Palestinian vitloulturiat had also mother aystell 1n ·911p1CJ71ng 

laborers tor his Tineyard. !his was 'the method ot rmt1ng the Tinqard 

to ffl>rkers (Hatt. 21; 3:St). The cnmer would let his property out to 

husbandmen. \1ho YJOuld work the Tinqard. and 1n return 110uld pq the 

01111er a oerte.in B110unt ot money or its equ1Talan.t 1n produce. The 

lattlr was the more usual as wall as the more natural. ' It waa also ottm 

the ..... that the renters reoe1Ted truit and free seed to hire workers 

under them again. Suoh oaritraots or leases. as lderaheia sq•• ,ntre 
. 1 

g1Ten by the year. by lite. or were 811911 hereditary. Traoh imparts 

this bit ot intormation that this qate ot rentals is ll'tUl oa rried 

on in part a ot Franoe and Italy. In Perela abdlar arrangeaents are 

made and "that there. too. as 1n the oase ot the Wloked Bllabandaen 

trau•a and violence sometimes ooour as a result." 
2 

l. Bderahe1m • .!£• .!!!•• TOle II. P• 42:Se 

2. lrenoh, 22.• !!!•, P• 168. 
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III .Anbt.al Busb~ 

Two parables are to be found 1n the aooount ot st. Matthew· whioh . . 

refer to the interesting occupation ~t sheep-raising. These two parablea 

are the Parable of' the Lost Sheep (llatt, 18, ~2. 13) and the Parable 

of' the Sheep and the Goats (Matt. 25, 31 - 33). 

The picture of a flock of sheep 1'11th their shepherd is a veey 

familiar one 1n Jewish history. The keeping of tlooks was preTalent 

almost everynhere. The highlands of Gilead and Bashm are usually 

. designated as the chief regions, al.though considerable nooks were tended 

also 1n the hill countries of Ephraim and Judah. It seems that the shepherd. 

was more prominent in southern sections ot Palestine than in the northern. 

llost topographers usually classify three great sheep-raising districts -

that of Gilead and Bashan, that of' the highlands just west of' the Jordan 

river, and that of' the t~rritoriea ot Moab, Edom, and the lend ot Simeon. 

i'hese districts were commonly cal.led "wildernissea," although thq 

were not that in .the modern sense of the tent. SUch a designation was 

given them only because they uer.e uninhRbited, miereaa 1n reality thq 

,vere wide, grassy plains, steppes, or savannasJ some were a bit sandT or 

rocky 1n parts, but again almost jungly w1 th luxuriant growths ot 

aromatic shrubbery. 

The shepherd had not such a d1ft'1cul t taslc. True• sheep orten 

went astr~ and he would hnve to seek them out in neighboring ravines or 

mountains, but 1n general his job was quite a pleasant one. 'fhe sheep, 

which required da;y end night ,vatching, Yl8re m,11 acquainted with their 



keeper's voioe. Be had no need to drive th•• as is the oustoa 1n western 

sheep-tolds. but he merely called thea (Jolm. 10. 4). llorecm,r• the 

shepherd vm.s often enabled to giTe indiridual oare and attonticm to 

his shoep1 it .m.s nlso frequently the case tor eaoh aniaal to hl!I.Te ite 
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own. name. and when hearing its master•a voice. it would niably and qu1ok17 

leap to his side or into his arma. 

Job 30 • 1 - "But now they that are yomiger than I have me. 1n der1e1cm. 

whose f t\thers I would have disdained to have set with the dogs or ,q 

flock." Thia passage carries a reference to the keeper's entrusting the 

oo.re or hie sheep to dogs. Dogs of Palestine were not esteell*i as the 

faithful friends of' mankind. but they were moatlymean and 1U7 and onl7 

good f or barking ,mmings when danger threatened. Otherwise the shepherd 

left his nook in the charge or another man. But any such aubs-t.ituticm· 

immediately reduced the efficiency of the pastoral care. To a stranger 

the sheep would not willingly hearken - a tact vmioh Christ aptly 

employs in his parable of the Oood Shepherd (Jolm. 10). 

The sheep-i'old was a largfl square inolosure. surrounded by stone 

fflllls. These walls r,are orovmed with thornbranches to keep out thieves 

and predatory animals. Some of' these permanent folds also had towers. 

similar to the structures found 1n vineynrda. At night. ,men the weather 

was favorable. sheep and shepherd slept midar _ the open sq. In bad 

\'t8ather the sheep were kept under low. nat-rooted quarters to shelter 

them from the rains. Sometimes sevoral flocks shared one such a f'old• 

end on the follol'dng morning each shepherd T10uld lead his 1nd.1ridual 

.flock out ot the told into the pasture .• mien the flock was tar 1'rom haae. 

temporary folds ot thorns and briars were erected. The mElJl1' Palestinian 

caves were also frequently resorted to tor this purpose. 



1l1ld an1mal.s. ohief'ly Tt0lve11. ,mre the main throats to the sate't-7 ot 
) 

the ~ .ook. ~o ward oft their ~ and repeated raid"• the shepherd was 
1 ' 

equil)ped with suoh wen.pons as a sling and a staff ( l Sa •. l '7 • 40). The 

atatt was :a ·long rod crooked at the top. Besides its uae .as a protective 

measure ~ a.\nst the enemies. · the shepherd allJ<? employed it to lead the 

flock and to ohasten its 4isobedi~t members. The sling was the Slllll8 ae 

that used bY, th~ young shepherd-boy - .the later king David. It was a 

narrOlV strip of' leather with a sort ot. pocket or "hand" in the center. 

into wh~oh a stoue \·m.e placed. The shepherd wouid take ·both ebds ot 

these thongs tight in his _grip •. swing the sling around his head. and 

finally l eave one end go. d~racting the atone before the sheep ao aa to 

make t hem alter t heir course. This sling. incidentally •. is said to be the 

orit;in of' the l ater developments in war artillery. as the huge machine 
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used in Roman days to sline; lru-ge stones at walls ot oi~ies. Ro_.a tells ot 

another .,,ay to make a sling. He s~a. ~The boys lil8ke their .om slingaJ fraa 

the back of the f amily sheep t hey cut a little wool. ~d by patiently 

rolling it over and over on a smooth pebble. sp~ it into yam. and then 

1!18.k:e the yarn into a sling." 1 The shepherd also carried a "scrip." made 

of on entire skin ot ~ lamb - the tiOOl having beon removed - and it Yf&.8 

carried by straps passing over the shoulders• This pouqh was probably 

used tor the shepherd's food tor a dq. Besides this he y,aa burdened with 

very little equipment to transport frQm place to place. In cold weather 

he \"IOuld probnbly carry on extra garment to meet th~a need. 

The sheep of the Holy Lend were ot different colors and breeds. f'he 

general colors were ,mite. brown. black. and piebald - like the ones 1n 

4aoob• s tloolc as he served his unole Laban. In the north there roamed a 

short-wooled variety; ot this breed both the rams o.nd the e,19& 1'19re 

horned • .Another breed. l'!hioh was more general. was the broad-tailed 

1. B. J. Ross. Living Where Josus Lived.· P• 32. 



speciea. The tails .of these sheep \18re quite enormous. otten eight inches 

-Yd.de and tlt'teen inches long. and soal.ed an average ot tan to tli'teen 

pounds. These tails were oold as food. They are described as being 

superior to tallow though not equal to butter. The .Arabs are reported 

to consider such a dish a rare delicacy. as they f'east on this .food. 

trying it in slices. It is al.so said that this "nriety of sheep is 

ospeoially good tC:r that country. tor if the pastures ta11. ·theae sheep 

can go for days without food. living on the tat that is stored up 1n 

their tails. 

The uses or the sheep were·monif'old. Since the Jews consid9red it 

a clean onimnl. it. "\1as usod for food (l Sam. 14. 321 25. 18). The em,s 

supplied a rich milft ,mich was a favorite· with the Hebrews (Deut. 32. 141 

1 Cor. 9. 7). The skin of the anillal _ served as rude clothing (Heb. 11. 3'1J 

Uo.tt. '1. 15). ond sometimes it was converted into leather (BE. 26. 141 

llark 1. 7). The trappings of horses. camels. end asses. the saddle-bag. 

and the water bottle were all by-products ot this sheep-skin. From the 

\TOO} shenred from the sheep cloth \'18.8 woven (L&V'e 13. 4'1. 48). For a .few 

do,,ys subsequent to their shearing the sheep were driven regularly' into 
't-1\lilft\ 

water for cleEu1sing. and possibly to hard.en/\to the changes or the atmosphere 

(Cant. 4. 2). Thia TIOol was considered very valuable and was f'requentl7 

rendflrad as a tribute. 2 Kings 3. 4 presents an example or this as it 

tells of Uesha. the king or Moab. paying King Ahab of Israel "an hundred 

thousand lwnbs. end ·an hundred thousand rams. with the wool." The horns 

of the ma.le sheep ware used as flasks (1 Sam. 16, 1) end also as trumpets. 

These m,re the trumpets used by the priests as they circled the oity o~ 

Jericho before its fall (Josh. e. 4). One of the main purposes for which 

this species of animals was employed 1'18.S for the Passover feast. Begirming 

with the great exodus of Israel under !loses trom the land ot Egypt. end 
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thereafter ut every Pnssovor festival. a male lamb or goat ot a 7ear 

old1vdthout blemish. wa:. ottered unto the 1,ord. 

At the beginning ot this d iacuaalon mmticm was then already- -de . 
of the Parable of the Sheep and the Goats. Sheep GDd goats were kept 1n 

the same pasture; the goats m,re tended with the sheep by the same 

shepherd (Gen. 21. 9; 30. 32) • At night. hOlre!er• thq nreddiv1decl into 

separate folds - whioh is the 111por1:ant tact 1n the aeaning of the parable. 

There was a olose aff'ini ty betwe9D the goats md the sheep. One of the 

few ditterenoes 1&¥ 1n the oonstruotion ot their respeotiTe borne; the 

goats• horns are curved bo.okwa.rd. Then. too. there 1a a ditf'erenoe 1n 

their liabits. Sheep eat herbage and grass, whlle the goats browse· twigs 

nnd leaves. Similar to the uaes ot ~he sheep. the goats' hair ia also 

woven into oloth - oloth used f'or tents uaaal17 ot this subatance • 

the milk is drunk and is preferred to that of uq other animal, and the 

flesh is eaten. The writer ot the letter to the Hebrews, 11, 37. r~era 

to the destitute and atflioted, who wore olothea u.de ot the hairy akin 

of this animal. Thia skin. turne~ 1naide. was also used as a oontab&er 

for liquids • 



IY J'lah1Dg 

A parable of Christ whioh presents an.other piotare of Palest1D1ua 

11f'e 1s that of· Hatt. 13. 41. 48. !hie parable auggeata the oooupatianal 

mod e ·or fishing. Thia mus not so 11110h the sport. as 111111.Y .Allerioana 

consider fishing toda¥. but it was oue ot the ma1D ind uatriea of 

Jewish life. ltbole families engftged 1n it (Mart 1. m) J it was a 

wholesale business. 

Thia ti,shing was oontined to inland waters. u.1nl7 that 1n the 

region of the Sea of Galilee·. .Aooording to the tradition ot the 

Rabbis. Joshua. on his distribution of the country. had made the tiabing 

in the Lake of Galilee free to all. llowadqa. the fiahing is a acm.opol7 

ot the Turkish govenaent. and ·la Tirtuall7 exttnot. 1 There is ve17 

·little evidence that the Israelites 8Yer toot pa.rt 1n ezq t'iahhlg alang 

the Mediterranean ooast. but Beh. us. 16 prorides this bit ot 1Dt'on1a:t1cm. 

that men from the region of Tyre brought huge 811D\11lta ot their oatoh to 

Jerusalem and there disposed ot them. sellmg their fish to the Jews cm 

the sabbath. for which llehemiah rebuked his people. Bissell 1nf'era 

that there -was a regular ti sh market 1n Jeruaal•• since there was a 

gate known as the "fish gate" on its northeast aide. 2 

The equipment used to oarry on this ocoupaticm was quite simple 'b1R 

etf'eotiTe. Every fisherman was BD upert in the use of the hook and Une 

and nets. The mention of fishhooks is tound alreaq ha the da,-a of Jaoa 

the prophet - Amos 4. 2. Ieaiah also &hon IIOlle taalliarlty with this 

iu.d uatey as he employs such fishing terma as "they that oast.• and 

le Geikie. Lif'e and Words ot Christ. wl II. P• 809. -- -
2. B. c. _Bissell, ..2E,• !!!•• P• ?le 
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"they that spread ~eta" (Isaiah 19. 8). Job 41. 1 811d 7 aleo .... to 

ind 1oate that at that early date spears and tridmta wve alrelUV 111 

uee. 

!he nets are worthy of speolal mmticm. !here 1119N two t.Jpea of 

nets used at these times - 1~ the ~et and. 2) the .!!:!l-!et• !lie 

tiret ot these was employed out in d. eep waters. !be tlebenlm let 

hie net dom and then drew lt up again into the boat. Sneral good 

oatohes often endangered the liTes of the llim• llhm the 1191ght ot the 
,PJ 

fiah oe;!Jed the boats to begin stn1dng. aa in the oaae of the alrenloaa 

draught ot fishes whioh Jesus produced. !hie bag-net ia also referred 

to as the h811d-a.et. In shape i't ia like the top ot a tent with a 1mg 

oord fastened to the apex. This oord ia a'ttaahed to the tlahel"IIUl' a ana. 

and the net is so f'olded that when it la throm. it ezpanda to ita 

utmoet oiroumterenoe around whioh are strung beads ot lead to ll8ke tbe 

net drop to the bottom~ t~en the tiah are ..,shed 111 thin the strings 

of the not. the fisherman leisurely draws the ·net to h1a with thelcmg 

oord tied to his arm. S1noe shoals ot t1wh oould be dlat1Dgu1shecl muoh 

better from a higher lovel than !Tea the angle ot an aotin tiahenum 

near the shore. it was qu1'te the custom to station aft'eral 111111 on olltta. 

wo would than signal the fisherman where to oast the net. 

The other typo of net was the drag-net. It was leaded below 

and oorked above so t~at it formed a sort of partition 'When plaoed into 

the wa-r. The length ot suoh nets at tiaea uerages 8899ral hundred 

teet. Oaean nets of that time are quoted to haft been long •oaoJo 
The ends ot the drag-net wre taken out into 

the lake and brought bo.ok by boats. !heae boats were uaualq large. 

clumsy atf'airs. manned. by at least tour tiahenaen. who took tun1a rowing 


