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as 

the irritant of successive acts of separation had to be 

applied lest papal decrees be accepted in England as of more 

authority than those of the king and deprive the harried mon­

arch of hie very realm. And this in spite of the obY1oua fact 

that every motion against the papacy further alienated Charles 

Vas Emperor and as nephew to Katharine. In regard to his 

aunt,' the least pressure on the pope was pressure against the 

personal family pride of the Hapsburgs; in regard to the papacy, 

any movement against that system was more of the same trouble 

he was experiencing as Emperor in Germany. For Charles• whole 

policy was directed at a reunion of the divided Church~ a 

policy for which he was prepared to use force, as indicated by 

t~e decrees of the Second Diet of Speier, were it not for the 

danger of the invading Turks. Any acts of Henry's against the 

papacy, though entirely unconnected with the Saaloaldio League, 

served as an encouragement to that body who, as will be later 

shown, were now using their power not merely for the defense 

of the professors of the Au!9burg Confession, but were working 

positively to improve the position of the Protestants agalnat 

papacy and empire. This lent further weight to papal euggestion 

that Charles should make a truce with the Turke and turn hie 

attention to heretical England. In fact it was more than a 

suggestion, "for the sentence which the pope gave against the 

King was committed to the Emperor t~ be executed by him, who 

was then aspiring to a untYersal monarchy; and therefore as 

soon as hie other ware gave him leisure to look over to England. 
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and Ireland, he had now a good color to juatlfJ an lnTaslon ••• •35 

With the papacy antagonized• by necessity France, though 

nominally still an ally, wae also alenated; for the papacy waa 

the one continental ally from whom France might hope for aa~ 

t anoe against the ring of Hapewr1 possesstona that were inceae­

antly crowding in on her. This explains the effort that Henry 

made to prevent Uelanchton from going to t ·he French court to 

try to reach doctrinal agreement paving the way for an alliance. 
. <, 

lienry VIII s~~ .. o.n an unc,rtain throne 1n a murmuring realm 

surrounded by ~.J::>.reatening enemies. There were two poaeibilitlea 

that were spe~ial causes for alarm in Henry's council. One waa 

the danger that a general council would be called. Henry had 

appealed hie case to a council, but should a typica.l council, 

dominated by Italian and imperial influence, pass on hla case, 

the verdict was certai~ to be against Henry's marriage. The 

danger of .such a decision WPS that it would give a ataonger 

negative to his proposition than the un1vereitiee• poaitiTe 

upon which his cause was ground~d, and would thus strengthen 

Henry's enemi_es at home and abroad. The second wae the poaeibil-

1ty of an agreement between Charles a.nd Francis which would 

leave either one. or both, of them free to attack England. 

All Charleo need do was offer Milan to Francis and peace waa 

certa in. . There were rumors ot such a eecret understanding in 

February and. in December ot 1535. 

The German alliances were the only poeeiblllty ot aid. 
I 

The purpose was obvious -- since he wae threatened by Charles, 

35. Burnet, sm,. £it. p. 280.Vot.1 
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-· 
England should support hie (Charles•) "dangerous iirt~etine· · 

enemies"-- the prtn.cee o,f th_e Smaloaldlc League. 38.. How 1111ob 

the relig.iOUB element of COIIDJOD refoi:matlon moYementa entered 

tnto these negotiations will appear in deYelopa~nt• of a later 

section. Before taking up the religious condtt1ona tn England 

at this time or proceeding with t~e account of the Smalcaldlo 

embassies, the remainder of Henry's political wanderings will 

be listed for completeness' sake. 

As Henry's legislation, d.ee1gned to discard the allegiance 
. . 

to· aome, unite the kingdom, and increase the kingly reYenue, 

continued, there were rumors of r~slng objeetlon by the English. 

Ohapuys . the imperial ambassador in London "calculated tbat 

with a little money from the emperor, 100,000 men might be 

· mustered f'or an ineurrect ion." 3? .A friar in the course of a 

sermon warned, "Masters, take heed; we have nowadays many laws. 

I trow we shall have a new .God ebortly.•38 T~e monkll ant 

friars who saw theni8elves at the ktng•e mercy if he should press 

reform, inflamed the people against the king's prooeedinga, 

"which though for some time it did not break out into an open 

rebellion, yet the humor still fermented and people only 

waited for an opportunity."38 Bat eYen though Pope Paul III, 

who had been crowned in 1534, prepared a bull deposing Henry, 

freeing bis subjects from their allegiance and placing England 

3S. PreserYed Smith, 'f' Au. .o.t. the Reformation, p. 301. 
3?. 38. Fisher, g,e.~ .s.ll.• p • . 3ff. 
38. Burnet, sm,. Sil.• p. 291. Vol . I . · 
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under the interdict, it wa"1ot publiehect in 1535 beoaae oon­

ditione in Europe were not faTorable to concented action. 

Although Francia• did not approTe of Henry'• aote and would 

not defend him against the Ohurcn • he :re•rked that if the 

Emperor sought to ruin the klng tn order to obtain the hegeaoa7 

1 n Europe he would find h11118elf mt-ataken. "·40 

In spite of frequent atratn, policy kept Prancl• and Henry 

at peace through the entire eccleaiastical reformation. In 

1536 the embarraeement of Henry waa funher leaaened by war.•• 

breaking out be.tween Francia and Oharlea. Henry regarded ht• 

position as safe enough that he could condescend to mediate 

between Francis and Charles. Helll"}' regarded his power u ad­

vantageous enough that be could offer to support J'rance tf ehe 

would renounce the Pope. The popular uprising called .the Pil­

grimage of Grace which occured in this same year in England, 

never appeared successful enough to cause Charles to ottead 

Henxy, nor would France take on another enemy. Paul III, how-
. \ 

eve~, in the early part of 153? sent Reginald Pole to rlandel'tl 

as a legatua a latere to encourage Cath~lio reTolt in England. 

That none of the nominally catholic countries w~uld even har­

bor the Catholic legate is "a proof 9f the weakness of ,he 

religious principle in the scheme of European polit1t•,"'1 a 

point brought out again and again in Benry•s dealings •1th 

the German princes. 

40. Fiaher, il•. £ll.• p. 357. 
41. nu.. p. ~4a3. 

' 



HeDl'y' s policy of keeping the aoTeretgna of France 

and the Empire perpetually embroiled began to fail as a three 

months' truee was signed be,ween them 1n RoTember, 153?. In . ' . 
June, 15381 a ten years' truce was arranged at lice 1n a treaty 

signed also by the pope and confirmed in July at Aiguea-Jlortea. 

Henry was in the midst of aibampaign .11Quidating the monaeterle• 
I 

and destroying relics. By Henry's calculated destruction of 

the shrine of St. Thomas a Becket. who was regarded as a martyr 

killed by a king who overstepped hie secular authority, thue a 

continual advocate of the cause Henry wa~ fighting, the pope 

was moved t .o action. On December 1 7 • 1538 1 the bull drafted 

against Henry in 1535 wa~publ1ebed; Charles 1raa urged to mate 

a truce with the Turk and to at~ack heretical England; France 

and Scotland were urged to cease all commerce with England and 

to publish the l:Rlll. By the end of .1538 an lnTasi~n eeemed 

possible with France, Scotland and the empire acting under the 

guidance of the pope. On January 13, 1539, Charles and Francie 

pledged each other that neither would treat further with Eng­

land without coneent of the other. All England was drilling 

in preparation. 

But by )lay 1, the danger was past, for 1 t wa9leT1dent 

that Francie would not moTe without Charles, and the emperor 

had decided that he could not diverttroope needed to meet the 

double threat of the Lutheran princes and the Turk by attactlng 

· on a new front. When the Six Artie lee were paesed tn June, 

1539, ·the "old religion with the pope letl out• wae etablllzed 
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by law in B:ngland and •the emperor had a good nouee for not 

organizing an expedition to dethrone the tlng.•43 Yet an 

alliance with the Smalcaldic League by the marriag~ of Henry 

and Ann, the sister of Duke William of CleTes, begun ln the 

dangerous spring of 1639, w~s carried through by a treaty on 

0.otober 6. That such an alliance waa seriously conaiderecl at 

all ehows that conditions at that time were regarded as aerloua 

indeed. For before this •an understanding with the Protestant 

courts had been regarded neither aa inTolT1ng a breach with 

Charles nor as interrupting the negotiatlona for &French or 

Imperial mar$1.ge •••• It wa~ defenalv~, ; upplemental, a Rl!,-aller, 

a demonstration that England was not friendless on the continent, 

an invitation to one or other of the two great powers to olaia 

her friendship. The union ~f Henry with a princess of Cleyee 

implied a more definite and permanent position. It was more 

than a strain on the neutra.lity ot the empire. It was a chall­

enge and defiance.• 43 The challenge to the Emperor become• 

apparent when the location of Oueldere le noted. It stand• 

in relation to the emperor's Betherland.B as Scotland does to 

England.44 

Together with the alarm of 1nTaston, the need for the 

marriage seemed to pass any and the match •eemed improbable 

at the end of June. But in the autumn it was apparent that; 

41. Oairdner, .sm, gll_. p. 208. 
43. Fiehe~, mt• ~p. '40. 
44. Of • . ~4 • . .-~'Dollard, Hem VIII, p. 383. 



Charlee and Francie • ·ere drawing closer together. Slnoe the 

Six Articles had alienated the Lutherane and •aa approaeh to 

an understanding between the emperor and them, in whtch, pe1Ul-

1ng a fuller settlement, the emperor had euceeeetully 1naieted 

that they should admit no new confederates into their league•45 

Henry signed the marrlge treaty in order to maintain •o• tin4 

of connection with the League. The matrimonial method was al­

ways easier for him than was an agreement in doctrine. 

It may be that Cromwell had all along ezaggerated the Catholto 

zeal of the emperor,46 or it m&y be ae Barnet auggeete, that 

Cro~ell1 s purpose tn planning the alliance bad been one deeigned. 

to retrieve the Protestant cause by placing the ting under 

direct Lutheran 1nfluence;47 certain it is that since the in­

vasion danger did not develop, Ann, •the Flanders mare: wae 

divorced on July 24, 1540, and Cromwell was executed a tn daye 

la.ter. On August 8, Henry mar~ed Katharine Howard. 

·In 1541, the relations between Charles and F.rano1a were 

again troubled and lfith both of them looking for an ally, Henry 

was enabled once again to pursue ~he· policy be now knewjso well 

of playing one against . tbe olber. War broke out .on tbea,ntinent 

in_ July, 1542. Henry would co•lt himself to neither side until 

he had attempted .a settlement of the Scottish problem,for 

although he could withstand the papacy wtth impunity becaue 

of hie insular teolatton, there was always danger that the bull 

45. Gairdner, opttti· . p. 209. 
48. Fisher, sm,. · • p. 447. 
47. Burnet, ga. • p. 410. Val , ..[ . 
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of excommunication and deposition might be publlahecl with moet 

serious ,consequences if the Scots should auocessfully tn't'ade 

England during a war with J'rance,489ut in Februan, 1543, Ben17 

signed a secret treaty with Charles v. and on June 22, aeat 

an ultimatum to Francie tantamount to a declaration of war. 

Henry's prime object was to force France to abandon the Soot•, 

Charles' to force her to give up Milan and to abandon the 

Lutherans in order that he might settle the relgioua dlauntoa 

in Germany by force. By the Peace of Creepy on September 18, 

1544, Charles made peace with France leaving England to argu.e 

out her own terms. 

Here was the papal opportunity. The bull announcing the 

Council of Trent waa issued o·n November 19, 1544, and alpapal 

envoy was sent in Decembe~to unite Francie and Charles once 

again in a Catholic league againat England. Thia wu the 0011-

· bination of events that led to the final attempt at .a union 

agreement between Henry and tbe Smalcald League. Even this 

was only a back log to~ Henry in tbe even that a definite break 

should come with Charles. As it became more and more evident 

that Charles, far from wanting to lead a crusade against Eng­

land, was only anxious to see peace between Henry and Francie, 

the Anglo-Lutheran union faded for the lut time in Henry'• 

reign. For when the Lutheran• became worried for fear that the 

continuing eiruggle between .France and J:nglaa4 would leave 

Chatl:ea free to destroy broper,.n p·rot eetant iem, Henry ahowed 

48. Gairdner, 2,2.. JU1. p. aa,. 
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how little he valued th~utheran cause ae oo•pued to the 

possession of Boulogne. It was complete lack of moaey tbat 

forced the peace on June?, 16'8. 

Henry's break with the papacy oaae a• a retli.t of bl• 

program for Tudor abeolutiem and crentral1satton. In the laet 

years of hie life he regarded no problem more preeetng than 

the restoration of religious unity to England. The very power 

which he had destroyed the unity of the Tieible Church to obtain, 

wa.s now used to restore a uniformity of belief in hie own country, 

a belief that differed from the confeeeed faith of catholic 
. . 

Europe only in that it wa~pope-leee. ror the eucceeetul attain­

ment of hts ends of absolute government and control over unity 

in reltgion, he depended on European allianc~e, both for addecl 

power and for defence to give him peace. The Saalcaldic­

alliancee were only one of many, di~fering only in tbl• !Yo~ 

the general pattern -- religion played a part in the preliminary 

diecuseton. 



II The Rel1g1oUB Environment 

or the ~caldic Overtures 

By examining England's political plights and the shitt­

ing alliances to which they drove He11r7 in his attempt to 

keep the continental powers continually embroiled, the oc­

casion and reason tor the negotiations with the Smaloaldio 

League have been shown. Basically, of course, the reason 

that these negotiations never resulted 1n a detinite alliance 

is that the political necessity which first prompted the 

move was altered by some shitt in a ~ntinental alliance o• 

purpose. But even while sending ambassadors to the Protes­

tant princes, Henry always had certain mental objections to 

a definite league. 

"rigid orthodoxy." 

One was what is described as his own 

It will l.ater become evident that Henry's 

orthodoxy was more a mere inability to understand 8117 necessity 

to change the stated dogma ot the Church. Another was his 

personal objection to a dogmatic alliance with men who up-

held his marriage to Katharine and condemned the Boleyn re­

lationship. Be also regarded such an alliance as an inter­

ference with the autonomy of his Churoh ot England, actually• 

his control of the Church. Finally, such an alliance woul.4 

have been a barriel"' to an understanding with the Emperor. and 
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the strength of the League was too WiOertain and too untried 

a thing to be ot comparative value with a possible Imperial 

alliance, or adequate protection in the face ot Imperial 

oppo·sition. 1 

To unqerstand Henry's dealings with the League it wlll 

therefore be necessary to examine his personal religious 

opinions• both before and atter the break from Rome• as well 

as 1n regard to his divorce tran Katharine, around which so 

much English reformation action centers. It will be nece~­

sary to examine the church conditions in England to find wq 
Henry was so· jealous ot any union that would tend to· take ·the 

absolute control out ot his hands·. The influence of Henr.,•s 

advisors plays in, both with the political aspects ot the pro­

posed treaties pnd with the development of.HeDJ!'Y''S independent 

English Church. Finally, since it has been claimed that the 

evangelical leaven working 1n Eng1and was more influential 1n 

causing the break .with Rome than either the complaints against 

· the Roman clergy or Henry's resentment at the Pope's refusal 

to grant him a divoroe2, it will aid 1n understanding England' a 
1'o ScJ,"'~lh14itl\ 

reiation"to examine the religious compla~ts and preterenoea 

ot the people. 

1. H. A; . L.. Fisher, iPs: B1ston 2t Ens~f!5-154'1, 
Vol. V trom The Pol1t1oalton .2.t Engl.and ~am Hunt, 
Reginald Pooie, Editors P• 390. 

2. H. Ee 7aaobs• ~ Lutheran Movement ill Epe:Jand, 
p. 39. 



1. Henry-'e Personal Religious Stan4 

a. Before the Break trom Bome 

In all the develol)D18nt ot the English Church., alld also, 

therefore, 1n regard to the Snaloaldio Alliances, there were · · 

two distinct parties. One was the "advanced party which ta­

vored Protestant teaching and Protestant policy, 8.Dd the .other, 

the ID.Qderate or- conservative party, which desired to retain 

the dogmEt, disoipl.ine, and rites ot Catholicism and .was mere­

ly schismatic in character. The ultimate triumph ot one or 

the other depended entirely ·upon Henry."3 It was Henry's 

decision that finally scuttled the Protestant attempts to 

arrange a German alliance. 

In the actual schismatic development ot the Church, it 

becomes evident that none ot the three parties in~lved were 

particularly interested in doctrine. A movement~ like that 

led by Lllther aimed at the root ot evils 1n the teaching ot 

the Church, was neither understandable nor regarded as par­

ticularly desirable by a!JY' ot them.. '!'he advanced party was 

Lutheran primarily in this point that tbe7 wanted nothing 

more to do with the Italian Pope and thus were favorably, in­

clined toward the Protestants who also rejected his authority. 

The moderate party contained man., who .not only stood tor the 

ol.d dogma and rites but who tavored a return to the Pope. 

They were not vocal about it, bllt in so tar es underground · 

activity was eontormable to personal satety. they were pro-Bome. 

5. G. Constant, !!!.! Retormation 1n England, P• 285. 



The King's academic interest 1n theoloST was neyer aoute 

enough to bring him to an awareness ot a nee4 tor retona. 

Conditions brought him to the point ot breaking awe:r trom 

Rome, and the su-ooeeding steps he adopted in att•pting to 

toroe 'the Pope to see the logic ot his argument made him 

aware ot his own strength and the weakness ot the papaq; 

41 

but particularly his later dealings with Snaioaldio theologians 

show that he saw no need tor doctrinal re~om nor 8IIY' reason 

why he should give up the seat ot authority, 1n which he sad-
. . 

denly tound himself seated by the simple expedient ot toroing ,, 

the Pope outJby making doctrinal oonoessions to meet the de~ 

mand ot self-important reformers. But since in his absolute­

ness his decisions were decisive in eoolesiastio deTelopaent, 

it will bear on the problem to analyze his personal religious 

stand. 

A tradition would have it that Henry VIII was trained 

tor the Church before his bro'ther Arthur's death, his tather 

preparing him to be the tuture Archbishop ot Canterbury. 

"The motive ascribed to Henry VII is typical ot his oharaoter1 

it was more economical to proYide tor younger sons out ot eo~ 

olesiastical, than royal, revenues. But the story is probably 

a mere inference from the excellence ot the bOJ''S eduoat1on, 

and from bis tather'·s thritt."4 But tradition aside, Henry 

had a taste tor theological subtleties all his lite, and 

"probably could not have done· the things he did but that he 

4. A. F. Pollard, Henn .!!S., P• 16!1 



was tully competent to argue points - ot oourae with moat 

royal persuasiveness - against any d1Tine 1n his ltingdoa •. "s 

"Theological subtleties" and "royal persuasiTeness" are 

probably good descriptions ot his ability 1n this tield. The 

outstanding example ot his theological thinking is the printed 

work Assertio septem Saoramentorum which he wrote in 1521 

against the points maintained 1n Luther's .QI! !f!!. BaJ>llonian 

Captivity .2! ~ Church. His presentation is in the old 

scholastic mode and "the argument, tortitied by well-worn 

citations from the Scriptures and the Latin tathers, such 

as a.DY' religious manual might supply, never travels beyond 

the beaten highway of orthodox polem.io."6 Pertinent as to 

his actual doctrinal awareness is the tact that he stresses 

the absolute rights of the papacy - which would include the 

right . to make a dispensation ot the type which permitted 

Henry to marry Katharine of Aragon - a thing which his pe­

culiar conscience convinced him a tew years later was impos­

sible tor the Pope to do. ·rhe whole work is turther proo:t 

ot his acceptance with little thought, enthusiasm or proo:t, 

ot the papal dogmatic system.- As tar as Luther and his 

doctrinal points were concerned, he neither understood, nor 

oared to understand them. At the ·suggestion ot Sir Thomas 

:-·, More that tor political reasons he J1Wdity his argument fer 

5. lames Gairdner, ~ Eud.ish Churoh !!! !Y. Sixteenth 
Cent~, p. 5. 

; Fisher, op, cit., P• 235. 



the divine primacy of' the Pope, his disinterest 1n the theolo­

gical aspects of the oase appears. His interest was 1n a title 

giving some recognition ot his piety. On June 10 the matter 

was considered in the consistory, and M:s title of "Defender 

or the Faith" was clinched when this book arrived on Septmnber 

14, al though there was some mu:miuring among the members who 

telt that the title should not exce~ a single word and were 

holding out tor 0 0rthodox" or "Most Paithtltl. "' Burnett tur­

the~ explains his refusal to modif'.y the book 1n tbat perpetual 

flattery had made him "tancy it was written with some degree 

ot inspiration, "8 but also admits that "considering the age, 

and that it was the \\Ork ot a king, it did desene some com­

mendation. "9 

As tar as Luther's position was concerned it was autri­

o1ent tor Henry to p·o1nt out "that a single insignificant 

:triar ••• had challenged the majestic tribunal ot the saints, 

the fathers, and the popes. 'It indulgences are impostures 

then a1l the popes are imposters, and it is easier to b&lieve 

that one little friar is a diseased sh~ep than that~ the 

popes ot Gld are pertidious shepherds.'"lO There 1s little 

here ot theological reasoning. It reveals his "oonserTative 

7. M. Creighton, A HistoH .2! !!!!. P'f''i. Vol VI, P• 191. 
· · e. Gilbert Burne.tt 1 The stof. .2.toU _formation.!!! 
~ Church of England, Vor.-!, P• 1 • 

9. Xbid.~ ~p. 69. 
10. F3.eher •. !ll•·-ill.·, P• 235. -~:-.~ 


