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GEOGRAPHICAL AND HISTORICAL FACTORS TQ BE CONSIDERED
FOR AN EFFECTIVE MISSION PROGRAM
IN CHINA

To the average person the word "China" does not cone
vey much more than a hazy concept of a large remote and
mysterious country, steeped in ignorance, heatheniam and
superstition, and incessantly troubled with civil wars.

The prospective Christian misslonary to China has had .
scarcely more than such a knowledge of the country China.
Executlve Secretary of Forelgn Missions of the lissouri
Synod, the Rev. O. H. Schmidt, writes: "If a man's entire
preparation for the minlatry was almed at serving an orga-
nized congregation of 250 communicants in 2 town of 3,000
inhabitants in Central Iowa, a congregation that may be
Tifty years old, then a person 1s rather at & loss when he
is suddenly dumped into the interior of Chinas and must now
reorganize most of his thinking as to mlssionary methods .
and procedures. A man may go out full of zeal, and then
whén he arriveas in the foreign fleld he meets up with a
terrific let-down. He seems to be running against solid
brick walls on every side. He is a 'Etranger in a strange
land. He can not take any vart in the work although he im=-
medlately senses the great need for that ﬁ.rork. He 18 unable
to speak the langusge. He 1s ignorant of customs and local
or national prejudices. He l1ls in grave danger of offending
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people simply because he does not understand the background
of the country into which he has been placed."™*)

' To enter China as a missionary without a'fairly good
good general knowledge of the country is indeed 2 big han-
dlcap. A study of the country, its geography and history
and tie bearing which they might have on mission work will
help greatly toward acquiring not only a general knowledge
of China, but also 'in obtaining a correct attitude toward
the prospective mission work and good, sound policies to
follow when the mlsslonary arrives on the scene of action
' and enters in upon the work,

4 an aim, this paper purposes to extract from the
geography and history of China factors which have an in-
fluence upon a missionary program in that country. A care=-
ful consideration of these factors will be helpful in
acquiring the proper attitude or perspective for the mls-
sionary already 'before he enters the country. Iuch time
will be saved, for everything will not be new when he be-
gins his work, for he already will have a foundation upon
which he can build.

The success of any mission program or any mlsslonary
in a foreign land is a prerogative of God. No plan, how-
ever carefully drawn up ard carried out, can succeed with-
out the Lord's blessing. ' But that Joes not free man from
calling upon every talent that he possesses to utilize them

*’ msalonaz'y Hetlmds'. BB‘U'. O. H. Schmidt, Iﬁ'son III. p.s.
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in misslon work. God has =0 ordained that man be the ins-
trument through which He calla, yes, :’.mpels._ men to comoe to
Him. If God's instrument, then it behooves man to put forth
" his vei-y best effort.

Concerning the value of the study of geography and his=-
tory, Educztor Fendel E. Branom writes: "The people of each
generatlion, through soclal imheritance, have the accumulated
knowledge of the past on which they can draw for assistance.
This knowledge, whether accldentally or purposefully discov;
ered, in so far as it has functioned usefully, h2s been con=-
sldered with reference to life situations. . . . Humerous
subjects such as geography, history, and arithmetic have
been thus recognized. . . . Geography (place) and history
(time), comprehensively considered, involve the total of
human experience.” #)

Qur present day life of mecheanical advantagos has come
to be what it is as a result of the research laboratory put-
ting the thought which Mr. Branom expresses into practise.
That which has proved to be beneficlal has been kept and
improved upon and that which is detrimental or of no spe-
clal value has been discarded or avolded. The result 1s
thet prozress has been made = our standard of living has
been radically changed and improved upon during the past
few decades.

The Church also can be benefitted by such a procedure.

#) The Teaching of Geography. lendel E. Branom.
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To be sure, there is only one Law and Gospel than can lead )\
\

men to & knowledge of thelrsins and to repentance, and to
cause falth in Christ Josus as a personal Savior to enter
into penitent hearts. God's Word can not be improved upons
But methods and plans can be adopted in which the presenta-
tion of the Law -and the Gospel éan be improveds Such im-
provenment can come on]Ty out of careful consideration of the
advantages and disagdvantages of the country concerned and
its people, and the succeasea. and fallures of the Church
along with the methods she has used, .cons.tderj.ng also the
influences against which she has had to go_nt'.ez.xd. for carry-

ing out the mission of preaching "the Gospel to every orea- /

ture." #)

To this end a geographical sketch of China will be sub-
mitted from wh.tcﬁ disadvantages and advantages to & misslon
project in that country will be discussed. Following this,
the thesis will set forth historical factors that have come
into play and that have a' definite bearlr;g upon proapectﬁre

mission work in Chinae

A GEQGRAPHY OF CHINA

GENERAL Chinese territory extends through thirty-five
STATIS= ,

TICS degrees of latitude, from 18 degrees north to
53 degrees north, and through no less than 60 degraes of

longitude, from T4 degress e2st to 13 degrees sast.

*) Agla. 15. L. Stemps

1
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Although the nome China is often loosely applied to the
whole of this vzat area, covering rour and a qua.rt.'er mil=-
lion' square miles, it is better to refer to Grg'at.er China
when consideringz the whole, restricting China to China
-pr_ope:', including ianchuria. Greater China comprises the
following diviglonss #) -

China. Proper (Incl. ianchuria = 1,896,500 sq. mi.
363,700 8. me ) ‘
Outer Territories:

‘ongolla 1,367,953 * "
Sinkiang or Chinese Turkilstan ,519 *+ ¢
Tibet 463,320 "
Total %,978,352- 8q. mi.

The latest available figures concerning the popula-

tion of these regions are as followss '¥#)

China froper (Incl. Hanchuria) 434,265,234
(1928 -1935)
Outer Territories:
iiongolla (1928 - 1930) 939,300
Sinkia 1928) 2.453 0393
Tibet (estimated) 750,000
Total : 538,407,927

CHINA SUFERIN~- If one takes a map of China and places
POSED UFON THE
UNITED STATES it before him, he will note a large coun-

try more or less in the shape of a crude circle, excepting

#) Asgla. D, L. Stamp.
w#) Chinese Year Book, 1940-4l.



the territory of iianchuko which projects northeastward ine-
to Russian Slberia., Perhaps one of the best ways to obtain
a lasting impression of a country's size is to compare it
with one's own country. Suppose that one could take the
country of China, keeping it in the same latitude, and
superimpose 1t upon the United States, placing China in
such a fadlon that the city of Felping would approximate
the city of Cleveland, Ohlo, and the Yangtze River would
intersect the Florida peninsula even with the coastline

of Mississippl and Alabama. HManchuko would then extend
beyond the Great Lakes and the St. Lawrence River and
would follow the eastern shore of the Hudson Bay for over
a hundred miles; longolia would e;_:ten:i beyond Horth Dzkota
and lontana cbout two hundred and f1fty mlles; and, beyond
the southern coast of the Unlted States, the Southern part
of Chine would almost completely cover the Gulf of Hexico
and extend into ifexico to the west and around two hundred
miles beyond Florida to the east. Chlna would overlap the
Mexican border some three hundred miles and then would fol-
low Poughly the California coastline northward two thirds
of the may up and then would cut northeastward, leaving ex-
posed all of the states of Oregon and Washington and also a
.fa.i.f portion of California. To make thls comparison by
figures, China, including Tibet, Sinkiang, longolia, and
Manchuko, is cround one million square miles larger than
the United Steates, China comtaining something over four
million square miles and the United States contalning some=
thing over three milllon square miles.



CHINA'S ith the maps of the two countries in such a
CLIMATE

position, withChina superimposed upon the
United States, one is able to make a good comparison. of
the climates. The United states and Cpina, both, ex~
cepting for a very small portion of Southern China, .113
within the temperate mne; China, however, extends two or
three hundred miles farther morth and south than does the
Unfited States. Generally speaking, disregarding differ-
ences in altitudes and the fact that China extends farther
north and south, one can expect that the climates of these
two countries are approximately the same.

WINTER IN In winter atmospheric conditions in China
CHINA are dominated by the mass of cold heavy
air over the heart of the continent. The

barometric gradient over China is steep, so that strong
cold winds blow outwards towards the sea. Though warmed
somewhat by their descent from the plateaus, these winds
are very cold, especially over Northemn Cpina, where they
are at the same time particularly strong, giving rise to
the well-known and hated dust storms. Stormy weather in
the China Se2 1s a further result. The general direction
of this winter monsoon is from the north-west in Noprthern
China, from the morth in Central China and from the north-
east in Southern Cphina, the directlon remalning comparative-
ly constant. The effect of the cold winter winds is well
geen in the direction of the January isotherms. Tpe whole
of Northern China is below freezing in winter, the J
isotherm 4f 32 degrees F. reaching its southermmost limit
(32 degrees Nprth) in $¥he Northern Hemlsphere. Though
rare, frost and snow are not unknown even at.Hong Kong.
On the whole the interior basins are warmer than the coasts
==thus Chengtu in the Red Basin (szechwan) has a January
average temperature of 44 degrees F. as against 38 degrees
F. in Shanghal on the coast in the same latitude. In the
Red Basin, frost and snow are rare, but are usual at Shang-
hai. In Horth Cpina even the largest rivers are gemerally
frozen over in winter. The winter winds of Cpina, descend-
ing from the deserts of the interior, are, of course, very
dry. The skies are almost cloudless and there is mo rain,

BRITZLAFF MEMORIAL LIBRARY

CONCGRDIA SEMINARY
ST. LOUIS, MO,
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The winds are strongest in Dgcember, January and
February, thet Peking suffers from the scourge of
aust storms. By April the high-pressure system over
Centrdl Asia is breaking up, and winds over China
are light and variable. Occasionally, however, the
dry land winds contimue over North China right on
through the hot montha of April and May into June
with dlisastrous results to the crops. In North
China the rainlessness of the winter months is well
illustrated by Peking, vhere 91 percent. of the rain
falls in the months liay to September, inclusive. The
periodicity is of ‘he same character in Si Klang Val-
ley of South China, but in Central China, especially
near the coast, there ls considerable precipitation
in Winter. It is believed by some that these winter
rains are due to cyclonic dlsturbance originating in
the Red Basin and moving down the Yangtze Valley.
The winds which herald the arrival of one of these de-
pressions are easterly and south-easterly, that is,
from the sea, and are therefore rain-bearing. The
winds in the wake of the depression are very strong,
being the north-westerly winds reinforced. *)

CHINA IN = After the brakeup of the high=-pressure
SUMMER . system over Central Asla in April, de-
pressions form in the interlor and the
summey monsoon commences, continuing untll September.
All over China the prevalling winds are sputh and south-
east, warm and molist. The summer monsoon winds in
China are rarely as strong or as constant as the
winter winds--a direct contrast with India, where
the protective mountain wall ocuts off the strong,
cold winter winds which would otherwlise blow from
the heart of Aslia. liay to September is the ralny
season., Ralnfall is heaviest in the South and East,
the 40=-inch isohyte running along the morthern bor-
der of the Yangtze Valley. MNprth China is drier,
Peking having about 25 inches. The moderating in-
fluence of the warm moist monsoon winds is well seen
in the course of the July isotherms. There is little
%%gfgreme bgt.v)seersxmt.gghgt;l agemped ratur;s)of nge};ins
rees F.), degrees F.) a ong
Kong ?gz degrees F.). In Northern and Southern Chi-
na the rainfall reaches a maximum in July and decreas-
es as the monsoon weakens=- a typical monsoonal Te-
gime. In Central China, however, condltlons are a=
galn disturbed by shallow depressions moving down the
Yangtze Valley, &end there are two summer maxima-=
June emd August, The August maximum 1s connected
with the typhoons, which are particularly off the
coast of Central China during that momth. *)

#)Asia-~L, D, Stamp
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The coastline along the eastern part of China 1s
semicircular and of 2bout 2150 miles in length, ory
gounting in all of the indemtetions which the cosstline
CHINA'S makes, it is approximately 5000 miles
ARG longs The following bodies of water bor-
dor this comstlines To the south is the Gulf of Tongking;
to the east, the Sea of China; to the north-east, the Yel~
low Se2: and finally, the Gulf of Hopeis To the n.:rth-
ea'st China, that 1s, manoimko-. le CThosen and then bhe nare
row strip of Siberla called Primorskaya. Russian Siberda
also lies to the morth and the northewest along the bor-
ders of the territories of longolia end Sinkieng. To the
southwest, alorg the border of Tibet, 1ie mountalmous In-
dia, the small mountainous country of Nepal, and Burms
respectively., Burma, for the most part, lies beyond the
border of the southern province Yunnan. To complete the
perivhery of China, French Indo~China borders the southern
provinces of Yunmnan, Kwangsi and a small portion of Kwang=-
tung.

As one looks -at the physical features of China, he will
be lmpressed by its excesslve ruggednsss. From the ex-
tremely rugged and ridged south-western portion, the region
CHINA'S of the Himalaya Mountaina which include
TOPOGRAPHY

mount Everest and many other peaks towering
gnto space from ‘between twmt'y to twenty nine thousand feet
abqva sea level, there seems to have been sent out waves
of mountain .ranses. To the north there are series of mre

or less parallel ranges: first the Tangla mountains, next
the Kuen Iun, then the Thian Shan, and in Mongolia, the
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Ditel range. Tne central part of China is comprised of
series of pomewhat lesgser mountains called the Tsin Ling
mountains., From this widespread group extends a wide
branch of lesser mountains to the north-east all the way
through iianchuria. Thege are the Khinghan mountains.

To the southeast of China are more mountains, the Ta
Yuling range, about three series of them, between the
Yanztze River and the southeastern co&st ani more or

lese parallel to the coastline. But then, that doesn't
seem to leave much room for plains. Yet; there 1s one
outstanding fertlle plain in China, called the Great
£lain, vhich extends from the Xangtze Rliver lortaward along
the eastern shore to Zanchuria. Thls Land, known for its
unusual fertility, is subjected to the lntensive farming
peculiar to the Chinese people. In gpite of the general
ruggedness of the country, China does have much good land
besldes this pla;in--emt. to the north, for there lies the
8reat Gobl Dgsert of Hongolla, lying bstween the Thinghan
and the Dital ranges,--and not to the west, for there be=-
tvween the Thlan Shan anl Dital ranges are tvwio deserts,

to the northwest the Koba and to the west, the Takla,

But in the valleys, the thousands of valleys of China,

and on the mountain slopes, and especially along the Yang-
t2e, particularly the Red Basin of Sszechwan, and Yellow
Rivers can be found patch after patoch of ground from which
the Chinese produce the food for their almost four hundred
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and Tifty mlllions. The mounta&lnous lznd of Shansl, Kansu,
half of thengl, and a goodly portion of the Grea: ilaln is
composed of the yellow, fertlile earth wihich reguired no-
fortllizing snd extends in places to known depths of over
2,00C feet. %) liowever, this rich land is light 2nd.is
subject to eroasion, requiring the constant attention of

the farmers especially on the mountalnous sloves.

Dxilﬂi 'S Vhere thereare nunerous mountain ranges, one
%kﬁs can expect to Iind numerous rivers also. China

is not an excevtion. vhat an inestimzable potentlial power
lies in these many rivers for China which she 1s but be~
ginning to utilizel! Among the numerous streams there are
uWo grout rivers, tue Hu.:.mg Ho; knowin better by its English
name "Yellow River," and the Yangtze River. The Yelluw
River, co-called, because of its color, by rezson of the
hundreds of miles of powdery yellow earth viwough which it
passen, beglne 1ts course of 270C miles in the mountains of
west centrzl Chins, for a time golng north almost to ifongo=
lia, then turning and zolng south, then northeast to the
coast, emptying into, and uddling a yellowiia'n hue to, the
Gulf of ilopel. The Yangt.e River (the name meaning "“wil-
low" #i), also called the "blue River" #+#), bhegins its
courze in the lakes &nd swamnps between the Himalaye and
the Kuen Iun mountains, having its origin in the smume re-

gion &3 that of the Yellow Miver, though farther west. This

#) New Larned History, p. 1659.
W) Inpide Asle. J. Gunther, p. 173.
#it) lew Larmed History, p. 1658.
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mighty river, China's largest, longer than the Yellow River
by 500 miles, flows first hundreds of milles toward the north-
east through the gorges of the Kuen Lun, Tangla and Himalaya
ranges respectively, groving in volume as it goes alonz re-
celving the waters of the hundreds of mountain streams which
enpty into it. Then it turns eastward some three hundred
mlles from the southern border opposite Burma. It turns,
then, to a general northeasterly directlon, and after a few
thousand milles, weaving through Szechwan, 'Hupeh, the tip of
Kiangsl, Anhwel, and finally, Kiangsu, it empties into the
Bast China Sea in the bay above Shanghal, This giant river
is navigable “by lé.rge ocean steamers to Kankow, more t.he;n 7
600 miles from its mouth., Steamers run to I Ch'ang, =bout
400 miles farther up. :eyond this the famous gorges begin,
against which it was once supposed to be impossible for
steam-vessels to make headway. 3But under the lead of an
euterprising English merchant (ir. Archibald Little) and

' by constant forelgn superintendence this has within recent
years been accomplished." #) The distance is mide now
within three days which formerly took from twenty to forty
days of travel by Chinese junk, The 51 Kiang, findingg its
source just inside the northern part of French Indo=-China,
flows eastward for some 400 mlles, emptying into the South
China Sea at liacao. The 31 Klang may?:egarﬂed as vholly
Chinese, for nearly the whole of its basin lies within the
confines of China proper. The Si Kiang is fed also by a
river which has its source in the small lakes in the south-
ern pert of Yurman and joins up with the Si Kiang about two

#) Uplift of Chima, A. H. Smith, D. 1l4.



hundred miles from kacao in the gorges of the Ta Yuing
mountaing. ;

These three waterways, with all their tributaries,
together with other dlsconnected lesser rivers make up a
gystem of over 12,000 miles of navigable waters. Because

of the difficulties which the mountains of China present
for travel, these waterways have been, for the past thou-
sands of years, practically the sole means of travel.
RESOURCES  The resources of China have been utilized
OF CHINA ”
only to a small degree, with the one exception,
the farm lands. China ig blessed with resources, but sev-
aral factors have prevented her from taking advantage of
them. The mountains have lsolated the people, preventling
good travelling and transportation facllities. In 1930
China had only 9,500 miles of raillway, much of which sad-
ly lacked the care and the capital and equipment to make
for efficlency and profit. (The United States, h:=ving a
little over one fourth the population of China, has
275,000 miles of rallway:) This figures to be only two
miles of rallroad for every 100,000 people = and Hanchurla
has one-third of the rallroads acoredited to China:i As
for roads capable of c-rrying automobile traffic, the 1930
statistice give to China 35,000 miles, less than 8 miles
of road capable of carrying automobile trzffic to every
100,000 people! However, since then, an extensive rozg-

building vrogram has been put into effect, whioh 1is now, and
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even moreso in the future, provirng to be a boon to the
farmer especilally. The Chrilstisn Movement in China com=
menta: “The phenomenal growth of motor roads throughout
the country, rallroa=d bullding, and the efficlie:t air
service have not merely improved communication and trans-
portation, but helped the dissemination of ldeas and brought
the Torgotten farmier back into the clviligzation of his coun-
try." #) By the end of 1936 there were around 60,000
miles of roa3d capable of supporting automoblile traffic.
These roads, however, a2re far from comparing to the sur-
faced roads of this country. China Fages The Storm des-
cribes the progress of road-bullding and the roads in
this monners:
Ag for motor roads there were none in 1920, and
very few in 1950. By the efforts of the National
Zeonomic Councll, more than 100,000 miles were con—-
structed by the end of 1936, of which 60,000 miles
have been opened to traffic. Some of them zre cal-
led motor roads by courtesy; one must not imagine
that they are surfaced like the Great Eorth Road.
But I have bumped 1ln buses over some of them in
Fukien, Cheklang and Shantung proviuces, dolng up
to thirty miles an hour, and they :re an enormous

convenience. The alternatives are to walk, or ride
in a sedan chair or mule cart. %#%)

Fven with the present step=-up in the bullding of roads,
Chinz will be handicapped in deriving the most use out of
her resources for some time to come. :

GHIEA'S Farming in China is intensive =nd largely mul-
cﬁ%ﬁ{qug tiple crop interculture is used, that 1is, alter-
n=ting rows of vegetables are planted. This method is used

#) The Christlan Hovewent in China., J. . pavid, ed. p. 5l.
##) China Faces the Storm. Ronald Rees, P. 2.
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in the Unlted States on a large scale and is called crop
rotation. In this way the s me orop 1s not gzrown in the-
same earth consecutively, resting the ground in this man-
ner, different crops requiring different proportions of the
elements from the soil. The Chlnese take very good crre -
of their land, constantly fertilizing it with refuse of all
kinds. 4As already has been stated, the large territory of
the yoellow earth, the loess highlands of the north-east
central provinces, is of such richness in fertility that
very little fertilizing is necessary. Edg-or Snow writes.

in Red 3tar over Chlna:

The wonderful loess lands, whlich cover much of
Kansu, Shensi, Ninghsia 2nd Shansl provinces,
acoount for the marvellous fertility of these
reglons (when there is rainfall), for the loe:a
furnishes an inexaustible porous top=soll tens
of feet desp. Geologlsts think the loess is or-
ganic matter blown down in centuries past from
iongolia and from the west, by the great winds
that rise in Central Asia. Scenically the re-
sult is an infinite varlety of gueer, embattled
shapes = hills like great castles, like rows of
mammoth, nlcely rounded scones, like ranzes torn
by some giant hand, leaving behind the lmprint
of angry fingers. %) ;

The Chinese farmer must work hard and long in order to eek
out a sufficlent supply of foods from his tiny plot of ground.

In many areas 3,000 psople and 1,000 domestic
animals £ind thelr sustenance on a singlesquare
mile of land. In other areas over 4,000 people
may even be found. These figures cannot, of
course, be compared directly with the densely

#) Red Star over China, Edgar SnoW.



populated regions of Europe where the population is

fed on rted foodstuffs. Taking China as a whole,

there is rather less than o.4 acre of cultivated land

per head of the population! #)
This does ot mean that the lands capable of supporting
orops have been completely absorbed by the populations of
China. Edgar Snmow urites: "“ind yet the North-west 1s by
o means & hopeless country ;conomically. It 1is not over=-
populated; much of its land is very rich; it can easily
produce far more than it can consure, ani with an improved
irrigation system parts of it might become a "Chinese U=
kraine'. " ##) In addition to these lands, there 1s a vast
amount oi"acraage which has been rendered useless by bury-
ing grounds. L. D. Stamp in hls gevgraphy of China writes:
“"on the whole it is probable that about half of the possible
area of China proper is cultlvated. Of'land which is pur-
posely and designedly wasted, cemcteries are responsible for
a large part. The well=known Chinese veneration for ances~
tors often results in the best land being given up for bur-
1al purposes.” %) A feow sentences from Gunther's Inside
Asia will portray the drudgery which is the lot of the
Chinese farmer.

The 1ife of China is the life of the land. At least

eighty-five percent of Chinese are peasants; most of

these are small tenant cultivators, though conditions

vary province by province. Wheat and millet are the

staple orops in the north; rice in the south. There

are very few ! estates anywhere, and as a rule the
.tenant-r!or pn?:i)gi.etor--holda Juat.'aa mich land as his

#) Bhgia=L, D, Stamp
##)Red Star over China-Edgar SmoW, p.210
wiit)Agla~Le D. Stamp, P.463-4
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famlly can ocultivate, which is something over an acre.
Statistics are scarce, but I had it from competent
authorities that the average income of a small farmer

is probably under $100 (Chinese) per year; that is 316,
Us S« If a landlord 1s a bad landlord, it- means farst
that he 1s an absentee, second, that he takes more tham
fifty percent of the crop as rent. The small landlords=-
tenants also=--pay preposterous taxes, especially in
remote provinces like Szechwan where war lords have
collected taxes many years in advance.. The agricultusal
debt is enormous=-s0 enormous as to be incalculable.
Two things I motlced, as any observer wlll motice them.
First, the Chinese peasant is so close to the soil, so
stecped in the soll, that the very color of his face

is that of the soil. ©Second, grave mounds. By Chinese
convention the dead are burdied in hummoks on the sur-
face, 1wt deep underground. These hummocka stud the
fields irregularly, and 1t is sald that four percent

of Chinese agricultural land is uncultivated, out.of
respect for the mound-like graves. %)

Since farming is the chilef resource and chief industry

in China and the far greater part of the population:consists
of farmers, the status of the farmer has its significance.

He 18 the center of the economlc structure of the country.
The extent of his backwardness will be felt throughout the
nation. The nation cannot advance, cammot raise its standard

of living, Af the farmer 1s to stay uﬁon the "eé@mmic pla-
tesu" which hag been his lot in the past. Up to the present,

not only the farmer's religious scruples but aleo economic

pressure upon the farmer bave held him in his poverty.

A tragic circumstance common to the farmer in all eastern
lands is that he and his .ocoupation form the base of

the pyreamid of the national economlic structure. Upon
this bage to & larger degree the life of the nation
‘rests. General wages, the cost of living, the cost

of the products of agriculture and the price at which
the farmer sells his labour. The economic pressure

upon the agriculturalist is relentless, for the per-
sonal interests of all the other olasses of the povu-
lation, and especially those of the great industrialists

#)Inside Asia-J. Gunther, p. 171
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and exporters, combine to hold him down to the near
subsigtence level. ¥*)

The agricultural regions are chiefly the Great Plain
of north-castern China, the velleys of the Hoang and Yang-
tze Rivers, and the fertile "Red Basin" of Szechwan Province.
Tho Hoang River valley has a dlimate very similar to that
of the American corn belt, with hot summers and cold winters.
The Yangtze River valley 1s of a hunid, semi-tropical nature,
with 3500 days of growing season. IV compares favorzsbly with
the climate of the American cotton belt. The reinfall in
these sections 1s_haa.vj.est. in labé winter, spring and sum-
mer, when the orops most meed 1t. there irrigation is neces-
sary, the Ghinese are past masters of this pz;a.ctice. There
is usually water available with China's great number of ri-
vers. It is said the Chinese can do everythirng but make wa=
ter £low up hill, If 1t must be transported to a higher
level, they carry it by means of pails,by means of vater
wheels run by Atre'ads. or they make streams furnlsh their
own power to ralse the water to the desired height. The

_1and.s. on the slopes are terraced, from bottom to top of the

slope. Terracing holds the molsture, prevents erosion and

. furnishes more land available for cultivating. In 1931 a

disastrous flood of the Yangtze River brought devastation
of homes and property to thirty one million people. This

‘mge mumber of people affected by the flood reveals mot

only the hardships to which these people are exposed, but

. #)Economlcsal and Soclal Enviromment of the younger Churches,p50



also the deziaity of populetion in this region. In the wvale
leys of the Hoang River, farmers must dyke up the river.
In many places the river bed actually is much higher than
the lands cultivated because of the enormoms &mount of silt,
the yellow, rich earth which settles to the river bottom.
Artificial banks which as a rule are made of earth reinforc-
ed by stalks of sorghum gtiard. the vaters of the rifer. How=-
ever, the barriers'xraised by the people to hem in the po-
tenblal destruction often prove sadly inadequates:
In the year 1884, vhen the Yellow River last altered
its oourse, as on a previous occasion in 1851, it was
the occaslon of terrible disagter. In the former case
it was suddenly diverted to the north, carrying ruin
with 1t, while on the latter occasion 1t found its way
southward by devious routes to the sea, iIncldemtally
destroying thousands of towns or villages ani drown=-
ing probably tens of thousands of persons, who were
awept away like ante under a rain spout. *) ,
Famine and disefse which soon run rampant in such conditions
add much more grief to these already sorely strickeybeople.
For this reasmn the Hoang River 1s called "the Chinese
gorrov. " 3
Othor causes for famine, besides flood, are droughts
due mainly to the. irregularity of the ralnfall, locusts,
typhoons and earthquakes. The.famine area of China in-
clude the provinces of thensi, Shansi, Honan, Shantung,
Hopel, and a part of Jahol. Eallory in his survey of famine
conditions reports that "A study recently completed by the
Student Agricultural Soolety of the University of Nanking
brought to light the surprising and signifiosnt faot that

between the years 108 B. C. and 1911 A. D. there were 1828

”)“Pliﬂ of Ghl.na-A.H. mth’ P-15



famines, or one moarly every year in some one of the pro=
vinces. Untold milllons have dled of starvation." #)
Hallory shows that, a;ltﬁoush the elements have to i:sa con=
tended with, most of tho disastrous effects of famines
could be removed by proper land conservation, flood con=
trol, redistribution of the population, =nd better trans-
portation facllitles. 2

. Steps have boen taken toward striving to eliminate
the flood menace. The government (before the war with
Japan) began afforestation, a measure whidh should have
been taken scores of years ago. In the Nanking di'strict
2long two and & half million trees and five ond a halv
million saplings were planted in the spring of 1936. Around
¥#75,000,000 was expended from 1931 to 1936 in bullding dykes
and embankments along the Yangtze, Hoong and Hual Rivers
and in dredging and irrigation in North China and also
in improvements along the rivers in South China.##)
"The intensive efforts in these directions have contribut-
ed to the improvement of flocod control and the a2bundand
crops, ''e#)

Further difficulties with which the Chinese farmer

mugt contend are summed up in The Egonomic and Soclal En-

Yiromment of the Younger Churcheg:

Other general ecomomic factors contributing to the de-
pressed economic condition of the farmers of Asia

need no more than be mentioned; vis. the overpro-
duction following the World War of many staple products,

#)China Land of Famine-Walter H. Mallory, p.l
#%)See: Chira Faces the Storm-Fonald Rees, P.2f
it ) Ibid.



auoh as cot.ton. mbber, coffee, t.ea, eapra, sugar and

tobacco; the trend among meny nations to be self-con=

tained in production; the consegquent ralsing of impos=-
slble tariff walls; the susceptabllity of the Oriental
farmer to climatic changes and his inability to tide
over disastrous seasons; the universal suffering of
the tenant farmer from the absence of modern laws
governing tenancy; and, Tinally, the increase in the
cultural and economic wants of the rural areas of the
world, because of the growth of litoracy and faclili-
tles for transportallon.  Some eighty percent of the

Christlans of Asla are struggnng m.th these adverse

conditims. ®)

China's main orop, of course, is rice=-a2round 80 per=
cent. of the total crops. There is also grovn mulberry
(because of the silk industry~--silk worms feed on the mul=-
berry leaves), tea, corn, soy beans, millit, wheat, tobaceco,
cabbage, Bugar cane, and cotton. .

The Chinese are vegegarians primarily, but not always
by choice. Their small plots of ground do mot permit the
reieing of large livestock. Beef 1s almost unknovm, and only
the rich few eat pork, chicken and duck regularly. Fsh
are quite common and especially to those who make their
homes in boat-houses on China's many rivers.

China ﬁas one of the. richest cozl reserves in the
vorld, over & million miliion tons, half of uhich 1s an-
thracite. This coal deposit is 150 times that of Japan,
HINERAL six times as great as the supply of the
RESOURCES

Britigh Isles, and five times as great as
thot of Germany. Thore are workeble coal flelds in each

of China's provinces and two umusually iarge depositas

#)The ﬁoommlo and Social Enviromment of the Younger Churds e8,p.51
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in the provimces of Shansi, ;Ifope!!. and Honan Ain northern '
China, and one in southern Chima in the province of Yu-
nan which extends into neighboring provinces. The north-
ern deposit 1s three-fourths of China's total reserve
whereas the southern deposit is one-fifth tho reserve.

The remaining reserve, then, 1ls divided among the rest

of the provinces. Ohing, too busy to provide for its liv-
1ihood to utilize its resources, presents & paradox: In
some regions people are burning roots and stalks for fuel
when they are dwelling sbove rich coal deposits!

In precious metéls Chine is not so fortunate., How=
ever, there are platimm mings in the Ynan reglon and
gold deposits in Manchuko. She does possess a falr sup=
ply of necessary metels; tin, copper, type and babbit met-
als, iron and tungsten are found in Yunan and neighbor-
ing provinces. Over 60 percent. of the world's antimony
comes from (hina, the bulk of which comes from Hunan.
Most of China's iron comes from the vicinlty of Hankow.
But there are also deposlits of iron ore 1ln the anthracite
fields of Shansi, Hopei, Bhantung and lanchuria. #)

. Industry is just beginning 1n China, t.hat. is, modern
industry. There were iron and stesl minss in the Yangtze
Valley cltles of Hanyang, Wuchang and Hankow, which pro-
INDUSTRIAL duced amund 250,000 tons of iron anmally
GHINA _ before the occupation of that v.tcinity by
Japan." And China still produces iron and steel in small

#)gee: Asla~L. D. Stamp, D.454~6



quantities from mny scattered unidentified localities in
ocoubvied China. *) Other industries are textilo (cotton

and sllk), tea=-curing, and egz-drying. China knows nothing
of the elght hour day, anti-child labor laws, or living
wages such as laborers in this country enjoy. Concerning
the labor situation John Gunther writes:

'  Until 1938 not less than one=half of all Chinese in-
dustriel workers lived in the Shanghal area. The
average wage of the seml-skilled was perhaps 15
(Chinese), per month, that is about $2.40 (!) at the
present rate of exchange. A twelve hour day 1s the
rule, and 15 to 163 hours are mot uncommon for piece
work., Children may begin work at the age of five or
glx, and are delighted to get this early start, so
terrible is competitlion for exlstence. The great
mills are mostly Japanese owned, and in them contract
labor ig in force. 4n eggent called the "sub-con~
tractor" goes up-country, buys a group of girls from
their parents--perhaps for a fee of 3§30 (U. S. #4.80)
per girl for thice ysars of work--and tihen sells them
to the factory. He 1s more than the middlemen,. how=
ever; the girls remain technically in his charge. '
They pay him their wages, until his 330 is pald back-=

'which may be never. This system cannot be rivaled
for pure viclousness. The girls are in effect slaves.
British and Chinese mllls are better run, with conw=
tract labor not allowed; but the fact that they are
"batter" does mot mean that they are very goocd. A4
rudimentary trede union movement exists, and is
groulng stronger; thore were frequent strikes in -
1937 and 1938, *%) ;

#)Sees China Christisn Year Book, 1938-9
The Chinese Year Book, 1940-1
#%)Inaside Asia=J. Gunther, P.170
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GEOGRAFHICAL FACTORS WHICH ARE HIEAWA!&‘!A(;@IIS
TO WMISSION FROGRESS

Yor the past decades mission work as carried on within
this country, in Canada and also elsewhere in this hemig~
phere was done for the most part among those people who
g‘g’ﬁ'ﬁ}f‘% were a.cquairrt._ed with Christianlity to a great-
POINTS er or lesser degree. A point of contact, a
connective muclous environment, was laready eé;c-aﬁlia!;ad among
those people. It was a mtter of seeking out and g;athenng
together those one time members of the church, organising
then into & gongregation. After this was done, the pro=
cedure of actlon was mot & great deal differert from that
of the average pastor. In mosi cases the people with whom
the misslonary dealt were of the same natlionallity; there
were no langusge difficultles that had to be overcome, few
adjustments to be made, if any, in regard to customs, en+~
vironment, or traditlon. The standard of living of both
missionary and the people among vhomr he was working was es-
sentially the pame., IExcepting for the South ismerican mis-
'signs.' the nissionary could reasonably expect that he re-
turn.t.o the home of his parent&’l.‘. brothers or sisters not
less often than cvery few year§: True, there were hard=
ghips to be encountered, many of them, and there was mich
work to be done and there still 1s. Eut yet, there vere
racisl and ervirommental voints of contact which are lack-
ing in mission work among the Chinese people.

It has been mentioned above that the people of this
country and its neighbors were acquainted with Christianity

to a greater or lesser degree. These countries have been
exposed to Christianity at least to some extent ever gince



their founding. Their par't.ieizlaz- forms of goverrment were
drawm up by people who were Christian at least in name.
Provisions were made even for religious fﬁeedom; Under

- such conditions, a kind of attitude or sentiment developed

among the people that it was a lack of culture mot to
Eﬁ:s%r%ﬁ:gg be connected with some churc.!;. that one
really ought to have his name on the regils—
ter of some church, even if it meant belonging to a church
only in name and attending services on Ea.st.ér and on Christ=-
mes and no more. And, if for no other reason, one should
have membership in a church that he and his family might be
assured of a church burial. Such occasions have, in many
cages, served as a successful point of contact for a pastor,
giving him a splendid opportunity to reach many a person
to whom he otherwlse might not have access. Egpeclally
in the oase of breavement, a person placed face to face
with the reality of death is more liable to be receptive
to the Word of God, '

This pressure of a Christian enviromment 1s, of course,
not prevailing among the heathen Chinese. The environment
is pagan, and the pressure of this pagan envirorment is per-
haps morg compelling to the Chinese than the Christian en-

HEATHEN Vironment is to one in this country, For
ENVIRONMENT
OF CHINA the pagan religion is definitely a part of

the very 1life of the Chinese, It is man-made, and there-
fore it has been made to appeal to natural man.
These starting points, then, points of contact between



- the Chinese and the Christian religion as taught by our
misslonaries, are absent. The enviromment is radically
different, the people  are of an entirely different race,
customs and traditions are altogether new for the mission-
ary. "It 1s too much to expeot the new mlsslomary to have
enough insight into the mind of the people, and the econo=
mic implications of thelr environment, to understand what

a revolution he and his work represent inthe economy of the
conmunity,==or to grasp fully the mature of the attrac-

tion that draws the people and holds them to the mission." #)

An understanding of the people and of their likes and
dilslikes, of thelr habits and of thelr manner of 1ife has
to be acquired. The first several years of the missionary’s
%gsggr;mmggs will be necessarily hindered by an imper-

fect knowledge of the language of the peo=-
ple. It is hard to listen to one who speaks & broken lang-
uage. Ior the missionary, it will mean an entirely different
way of living: It will neceasitate beSoming accustomed to
different food, to the absence of many convenlences whidch
have played an important part in his life ever since child-
hood; he will have to change his acoustomed ways of dealing
¥with people lest he continually cause offence and from the
very start place additional obstacles in the way of reaching
the people with the message of the Gospel.

It is evident then, that new points of contact, new
starting points mst be sought and developed. Herein is
needed a thorough search, a thorough study of the people,
endeavoring to find starting points which will prove %o be

#)The Ecomomic and Soclal Env'ment of the Younger Churdi es,p.5



points of contact between thce Chinese people and ths Gos=-
pel of the missicnary. Perhaps a successful starting point
may be found in some phase of Chinese phlilosophy or religion,
in the teachings of thelr sages, or perhaps some point in
the customs or practice of the people. These possibllities
will be taken up later,

Geographical conditions in China are of such a nature
that China has been excluded from the western world prac-
tically completely excepting for the last thrse centuries.
ggsgﬁﬂﬁ!smm% The Himalaya, Tangla, Kuen Lun and Thian

Shan mountains, along with the Takla,
kobba and Gobl deserts formed a formidable wall which very
effectively excluded the trends of western civilization BHr
the preceding two thousand years. In the west, the Gospel
of Christ quickly spread throughbut the Bultic countries,
Gtermany, france, England, and stlll later, even into Scan=-
dinavia. The liedlterranean Sea had long been conguered as
an avemue of tx"avel for the ships of Egypt, Asla Minor, _
Greece, and Italy. Ships of Fortugal, Spain and Italy, in
the Tifteenth and sixteenth centuries, formerly hesitating
to venture beyond the confines of the Hedliterranean coast-
1line, conquered the waters of the Atlantlc, paving the way
for the Gospel in the western hemisphere. During these
years of expansion in the West, the East, particularly
China, remained strictly to itself, nurturing within its
confines traditions bullt around man-made religions. Budd-
hism had seeped into China from beyond the Himalayas before
the birth of Christ and was absorbed by the Chinese in the



following centuries. A few centuries before Christ Tao-
ism and Confucianiem arose within China and likewlse toolt
root among the people. These religlons had free coursé to
spread throughout the nation in the next several centuries.

It was not until the thirtsenth century that China
had contact with the Wests This contact was made through
the visits of the Polo family to the court of the Kahns.
Over a hundred years elapsed before Vasco de Gama discovered
the water route to India around the southern tip of Africa
and lagellan circumnavigated the earth. But the laborious
thousands of miles to be travelled, necessitating years of
time tc be spent, were not conducive to regular communica-
tions by land or water between China aml ths western world
for years to comes So China remained excluded from ths
West, bounded on three sides by mountains and deserts and
on the fourth side by thousands of miles of water.

The tradition and religion fostered by the Chinese in
their isolation are anything but helpful to the mission of
extending the blessings of Christ's Gospel to these people.
The Chinese; settlinz in the fertile valleys of the Yang=
t2e and Hoang Rivers and on the Great Flaln along the north-
eastern coast of China, were content to remain there; although
as time went on they quickly multlpllied to tho extent that
the population became too great to provide them comfortably
with thelr daily needs: 3till they stayed on, generation
after generation, fatalistically accepting their overcrowded
state of existance. The ground upon which they dwelt was the



ground vhioch their forefathers tilled and which received

the remains of their forefathers after death. The burial
grounds were ssored to them. FPatoh after patch of precious
space became the resting place of a departed relative--gpace
that was so badly needed for planting. (This 1s especially
pronounced arounf the larger citlies.,) Ancester worship, as
the Chinese practiced it, did not permit the disturbing of
these mounds., The szme conditions which caused the Chinese
to become accustomed to the hardships which accompanisd the
overcrovding of the lands also caused tnem to become hard-
ened to the ever-repcourring famines and floods. Ferhaps
flood and famine might necessitate their fleeing for a
season, but when the flood waters receded, or the famine hhd
broken, the people would return to the soll from which thelr
ancestors had eeked out their existance. And so today--

" though flood, famine or war drive them away from their home-
land for a season, they still are ocompelled bhy thelir tradi-
tions and religion to return to their homeland, the land
upon which are the mounds haritoring the remains of their

fa ebearsrs.

As would certainly be expected, innovatlions are frown-
ed upon--and surely such an inmovation as Christianity which
1s so vitally different, clashing violently with many, most,
of thelr customs and practices in their daily life and re-
1liglon. The Chinese have been content to endure starvatlion
rather than to fo.'rsa.ka tradition amd religion. It is not



strange then that only with great difficulty and as a
real exoepﬁion to the rmule, & Chinese national will cast
"offt’ his heathenism to become converted to the Christian

PRESSURE OF falth. The soclial pressure brought to
ENVIRONMENTAL v -
OBLIGATIONS . bear upon one who forsakes the insti--

"~ tutions of hundreds of generations is immense. Obligations
to these institutions are as important, as vital, as life
and death to the Chinese. Ihe FEgonomic snd Socisl Environ-
ment of the Younger Churches offers the following to por-
tray the extent of this envirormmental pressure which comes
to bear upon the Chinese converts

The Aslatic who becomes & Christlan 1s a product of

his environment. H&s inheritance has been shaped by
uncounted generations of society wiwose experience, as-
pirations and beliefs have been embodied in a particular
way of life. He finds himself a unit in an intricate
maze of obligations and loyaltlies. Many of these in-
here in the family of which he is a member; others re-
late to the village, clan or caste brotherhood. Still
other obligations pertain to religious bellefs and prac-
tices, fears and superstitions, and the methods by which
the community has bullt up its security with respect

to the spirit world.

Security is the key to the institutions of Aslatic
soclety, as, indeed, it is a key to human behavior every-
where. But searity, to bebffective, reauires a rigid
code of behaviour amd in its achievement each member
of soclety pays a fixed and recognised price. The
older the soclal order, the more rigid this code of
gecurity becomes, the more delicate the equilibrium
of socliety and the more shattering the effect of with-
drawing the loyalties which maintain the soclal balance.

The teachings of Christ appear in the nature of a
high explosive lafid at the foundations of Aslatic so=-
eiety. 7To place love and honour of parents as of se-
condary importance to love of God is to the Chinese a
shockling impiety, for it undermines their most sacred
1life obligation and with it the cornmer-stone on which



the solidarity aml the security of society rest. *)

Naturally enough, t.fm type of civilization fostered
by the Chinese has been responsible for a great disparity
between the Chinese and the iestern people, from which
people the missionariles to China must come. It is a diffi-
oult thing for a missionary, as has beem shown, to fit him-
self into conditions which are quite primitive when com=-
pared to the environment which he has left behind. But al-
80 on the part of the Chinese, such a contrast between the

DISPARITY OF missionary anl the average Chinese pre=
HMISSIONARY :
AND CHINESE sents no little obstacle. In connection

with this thought, it will be of benefit to read what The
Economic and Social Ex;v:l.roiment of the Younzer Churches
comment s regirding this factor:

Another ani more subtle difficulty that has arisen
from the cconomic disparity between East and West=-
onet that has penetrated to the very heart of the
Christian movement end has limited its growth--is the
mental attitudes and morale that this disparity tends
to crezte in both the missionary and the people among
whom he workse. It is affirmed by certain Western
Churches that Christianity must have mo dealings
with economic and soclal questions. However, on every
mission field there is evidence that economic and soe
cilal forces have, to an extraordinary degree, deter-
mined the direction and controlled the developmetn
of the infant Church. These forces, like an atmos-
phere, are so pervasive and unobtrusive as easlly to
escape recognition,

Economics create an immedjiate source of misunder-
standing in the relationship of the misslonary with
hig people. The missionary comes from & world where
salaries and expenditure are immensely greater than
those prevailing in his new field of work. He 1s
looked upon as the representative of a wealthy and
powerful organization. On arrival in his field the

#)The Economic and Social Environment of ths Younger Churches,p.52



migsionary puts into operation 2 new standard of econom=
ice values. The mission becomes an employer and manager
of new material enterprises on a pcale hitherto unknown
to the community, or assoclated only wi.f.h the highest
officials and gentry. The missionary's household ser—-
vants in turn become tine support of & circle of rela-
tives; the bullding operations give employment to
soores of artisans; the missionary's table is sup=-
plied with the produce of mny little farms; before
the advent of the automobile and the bui.ldins of mo-
dern roads he travelled with a retimue of bearers, and
the lmported supplies of the mission were. carried by
a small army of coolies. There easily arose a certain
eense of power, authority and superiority from the
control of the economic and human resources at his
command. To the average mational the missionary ap-
peared not so much as the exponedt of a new religion
or way of life ap a possible source of personal econo-
mic improvement. The mission became 2 new center of
gravity, disturbing the traditional economic equallib-
rium of the community. « « « The most prominent com=
pound and group of bulldings in mny Aslatic towns
ara those of a Christisn mission. To occupy & niche
in the forelgn household, to become & cog in the com=
plicated machinery of the overseas enterprise insures
a2 rarc degres of security to the fortunate. employee,
and. through him to a group of dependents. It is dif-
flcult for the Viest to concelive of an ecoromic situation
in which little chlldren seeking fuel ccmpete with eeoh
other to catcn the falling leaves in the missionary's -
garden; where the contents of his waste-paper bas-
cet &re prized and where the leavirgs from his table
anl the refuse from his Eitchen are conslidered auf-
Fficiently valuable to be worth the payment of 2 regu-
lar tribute to his cook. Yet it is a fact that these
odds and ends ars enough to keep a poor Chinese fami-
ly in comparative comfort. *

%*)The Economlc and Social Enviromment of the Younger Ch'es, pp.25-7
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There is much to be sa1d upon the negative influence
which China's meighboring countries have upon China in
regard to her receptivity of the Gospel of Christ. China

INFLUENCE is surrounded by countries which are mot
OF GHINA'S ,
PERIFPHERY friendly toward Christianity. To the north

and east there 1s Asiatic Russia, politically opposed to
Christlianity. To the south, beyond the Himalayas lies
Indla, steeped in Hinduiem and ¥ohammedanism--and from
Wwhich China recelved one of her chief religions, Budd-
hism. Alm to the south are Burma, Thailand (Siam), and
Indo-China which, like China itself, have been Christian=
ized only to a very small extent. Japant;:l.eso. separated
from China by only a few hundred miles by China Sea, is
certainly not kindly disposed toward Christianity.
China's proximity to Rugsia has been responsible for
the propagatéon of Communism among large portions of the
population, especially in the northern provinces. The
I;gggﬁAE;gE Marxist communism, wit;h its pronounced en-
mity toward religion, and particularly the
Christian religion, has been attractive especlally to the
youth of China; and it is 1little wonder that communism
has been appealing to Chinese youth. (Communism made its
greatest progreas in China in the latter twentles and ear-
ly thirties.) Edgar Snow reports the opinion of Chinese
youth who had joined up with the Communists in the words
of a seventeen year-old Chinese lad: "“The Red Army has



taught me to read ani to write. Here I have learmed to
operate a radlo, and bow to aim a rifis straight. The Red
Army helps the poor. *) Amthor youth is reported to
have salds "It (the Red Army ) ia*good to us and we
are never beaten (flogged--a common thing within the
Chinese Army i) ). ﬁera everybody is the same. It 1is
ot 1_1ke the White dlistricts; where poor people a;'a slaves
of the landlords and the Kuomintang, Here everybody fights
to help the poor, and to save China. The Red Army fights
the landlords and the White-bandits and the Red Army is
anti-Japanese. Why should anyone mot like such an army
as thig?" an)

That Communism has had it influence upon the Chinese-=
and in & manner that has a definite bearing upon Christian-
ity--can be seen from the words of Eggar Snows; when he

says:

Certainly and obvioualy Russia has for the past doz-
en years been & dominating influence--and particular-
ly among educated youth it has been the dominating ex-
ternal influence-=-on the Chinese thought about the so-
clal, political, economic, and cultural problems of the
country. This has been almost as true, though unack-
nomwledged, in the Kuomintang areas as 1t has been an
openly glorified fact in the Soviet distrlicts. Every-
where that youth has any solid political bellefs in
China the impact of Marxist ideology is apparent,; both
as a phllosophy, and as & kind of substitute for re-
ligion. Among young Chinese, Lenin is almost worship-
ped, Stalin is by far the most popular foreign leader,
Socialism is taken for granted as the future form of
Chinege soclety, and Russian literature has the largest
following--Haxim Gorkyls works, for example, outsell-
ing all native writers except Lu Hsun, who was himself
a great social revolutimary.

#)Red Star over Chins:<Edgar Snow, pp. 57-61
##)From an interview-with the Missionary E. C. Zimmerman.
###)Red Star over Obina= Edgar Snow, pp. 57-61



And all this quite remarkable for one reason es-
peclally: This is that, while America, England,
France, Germany, Japan, Italy, and other capitalist
or imperialist powers have sent thousands of politic-
al, cultural, ecomomic, or missiocnary workers into
China, actively to propogandaze the Chinese masses
with oredos ani their own States, yet for many years
the Russlans have mot had a single school, church,

or even a debdting soclety in China where liarx-lehin-
ist doctrines could legally be preached. Their in-
fluencek, except in the Soviet district, has been largely
indirect. loreover, it has been aggressively opposed
everywhere by the Kuomintang. Yet few who have been
in China during this decade, and conscious of the so-
clety in which they have lived, will dlspute the con=-
tention that Harxism, the Russian Revolution, and the
triumphs of the Soviet Unlon, are influences which
have made deeper and more profound spiritual impres-
sions on the Chinese people than all bourgeouls Chris-
tian influences combined. ¥*)

Medical ifissionary Dr'. Henry T. Hodgkin classes the
problem of communism in China as one of the chlef prob-
lems for Christianity in China. He writes:

Second only to the problem of the unequal treaties
is China's relation to Soviet Russia and to communis-
tic philosophy. Here we see another great missionary
force at work among the Chinese., When the Kuoain-
tang opened ite doors to the communists and opportu-
nity came to Russia similar th that which had been
offered to the missionaries of the west by the sign-
ing of the treaties. These emissaries of the new
faith now had a definite foothold in the organization
that was to shape Chinese history for several years
and that may influence it for generations. They were
ot slow to seize the opprortunity. Russia gave to
China, as we have already seen; & certain social pas-
sion which, while it ran to exceas, can not be set a-
side ag merely vicious activity. The reorganization
of the party, its fresh inspiration for its task, its
adoption of new methods of propaganda and military
strategy, contributed very markedly to the rapld
achlevements of 1926-27 whereby & big step toward
national unity was token. Nevertheless China in the
reacted against this influence, which at one time
seemed to be too strong to be thrown off. It 1s by

#)Red Star over China-Edgar Snow, PP. 369=370



no means certain that she has been finally succesgsful,
and the extent of Russion influence in China is a
matter which hangs in the balance. In two or three
provinces communism, at the time of this writing
(1932), is virtually in control, and there is every
indication that a stupendous effort will yet be made
to establish it throughout the country. China may
- thus be on the verge of one of the rimrcest struggles
in her history.

What 1s to be the migeionary's attitude in the
sltuation? On the ome hand he sees in Russla a dark
and terrible menace to all that he values most; he
camnot for ong moment admit that it 1s defensible
or possible to eliminate God from any eoclial plann-
ing. At the same time he realizes that it was Russia
vhich met and helped China at the moment of crisis,
and that some good thirgs have reached China from this
source., He cannot, in the matter of Russian influ-
ence in China, be simply an unconcerned spectator. %)
More will be said on the "Commniem Problem " in the

historicel section of this thesis. "

From the country to China's southwest China has re-
ceived one of her chief religions. Although India has
cast off Buddhiam, so that it is practloally extinct in
INDIA'S that country (being absorbed by Hinduism and
INFLUENCE :

Kohammedaniam), Buddhlism has been adopted
by the Chinese to the ‘extent that it 1s one of the three
ma jor pagan religions in China today. Buddha ("the enlight-
ened"), whose family name is "Gatitema and who was otherwlse
called Sgkya Muni (the Sakya sage), begen his teaching of
Buddhism, the only true method of escaping from the misery
of rebirth and of attaining to "Nirvana", in Benares, the
chief center of R:ls.gzl.on in 'India, loocated on the Sacred

River, Buddhiem is e’xtrame}y missionary minded'*) and

“I)Liv:.ng Issues in China-Henry T. Hodgkin, p. 141-2



therefore spread quickly beyond the borders of India into
Chinas The Buddhist Seminary, formerly in tmcnhang, has
been remyved to & place hear Chungking in West China and
is carrying on there during the war with Japan. This
Seminary is under the leadership of Tai isd, who also
ddits the Buddhist mom':.hly kmown as "Sound of the Tide," #)

There has been a very 1limited output of Suddhist J.I.t-

erature dwring paet. two years. We ha.ve mentioned

the cont.:lnuanoa or 'The SOund of the Tide" in West

China« In Shanghal the "Buddhist Semi-Monthly," a

em2ll magazine of about twelve pages, corntimues to

appear. The Buddhist bookstore in Shanghal offered

o thing new of importmce in the way of books.

A group of Scholars in Peking with some forelgn
asslatance are still interested in the translation

of the ancient Buddhist classics into English, #¥#)

Of  the three countries directly south of China: Burma,
Siam, and Indo=China, Burma would be the most likely to ex-
tend her influence into China, [For many years the Burma
Toad has been & chief artery of travel and transportation,

' forming the connecting 1link between the road connecting
Chungking and Yunnanfu in Chine and the railroad between
Laghin and Rangoon in Burma, Burma is st1ll a stronghold
BURMA, SIM‘ of Buddhism. Buddhism is said to exist
INDD-*GRILA

; in Burma in great purity. %##%) It has
been admitted by Christian missionaries to Burma that Chris-
tianity has progressed very slowly. Leass than two in every

two thousand Burmese profess Christianity. ##%#%#) slam

#}China Clristian Year Book, p.149
#4#) Ibid., DP.151

##t) Encyclopaedia Americana
**ﬂ#)Encyolopaedia Brittanica



likewise 1s predominantly Buddhist in religion. Indo=-
China, while chliefly Buddhist, 1s Annamese, & very to-
lerant form of Buddhism which in practice resolves itself
chiefly into worship of ancestors. *) These three counw
tries are in sympathy with China as to religlon and back=
warduness in progress. Communications between them, then,
canmi but be negat ive. -

Japan is definltely anti-Chriztlan, filth Japan oc-
cupying portions of China, she can, to & very large extent,
conbtrol Christian activities in these parts, and, perhaps,
exert influence into the none-occupied portions of China,
iﬁ;&sgg&: That Japan is mot kindly disposed toward

Christianity can be seen in the fact that dur-
ing the last three centurles there has been but a negli=
gent, if any, increa2se in the Christian population. T. 4.
Bisson bears this out in a statement which he makes in his
book chadow gver Asia: "By 1617 there were some 300,000
Christian couverts, or nearly as many as today." **¢) The
fact that Japan today has excluded Christian missionaries
from occupled China and has placed all Christian denomina-
t.tvansl under one head in her élm country and has placed
native priests (It is not importent whether the priest be
Shinto, Confusian, Buddhiast, or, perchance, Christian,) -
q4n control of them shows her utter disregard and con=
tempt for the Chriatian religlon. £he practiced the

#)Encyclopaedia Americana
#t)Shadow over Asia-T. A. Blpson, P27



policy of assimllation or abeorption #) &n Korea in re~
gard to language, personality, culturo, andl their (the
nationals') uwost sacred traditions; can we be assured that
she isn't doing the same thing in regard to Christianity?
A plan s being put into effect by Japan in occupied
China by vwhich ths Chinese might be brouzht closer to
the Japanese, and in this manner lesgening the antagon-
ism of the Chinese undsr Japanege control toward the Ja=-
panese natlon. The Japancse hove encouraged Buddhists from
Japan to enter into the occupled lsnds of China and impress
the fact upén the continental people that there is a com=
mon rellglous sentiment between them. On this the China
Christian Year Book reports the following:

A comparatively new factor in the situation 1s the
coming of Buddhists from Japan in connection with the
military occupation of China. The effort is to use

a common religlous sentiment as a bridge and a paci-
fying factor. To what extent thls will succeod re=- .
mains to be seen. An intere-religious group of Ja=-
panege known as tihe Central China Great Religlons
Unity League,including Shintolsts, Buddhists and Chris-
tians, is operating in China for the same purpocse.
Thils organlzation hwever, has been headed up by Chris-
tianas and so far a2s can be observed has mt been

able to interest leading Chinese religlonists, espe-
cdlally since so many of the intelligent leaders in
China have fled before the invading forces. The death
of To Pei~fu provided an occasion for elaborate fu-
neral ser'vices in which the Japanese authoritlies
showed special intoerest and o th Chinese Buddhists
and Lama priests took an important part. )

What has been done in regard to Buddhism has also been
encouraged in regard to Confucianism. The Japansse authori-

#)See: Challenge of the Bist-Sherwood Eddy (on Korea)
##)China Christian Year Book, 1938=9, p.151



ties have “spons red quite .strongly" the activity of -tb;
Gonfucianists among the people of occupled China. One -
reason 1s to offset the western iufluence in this terri-
tory and another is that Confuclianism might Qserve as & -’
possible unifying culturel factor between the Galnese
anl Japsnese. This emphasis upon Ganru;ﬁ.antam "has. been.
especially promounced in the nrorth-sastern prdvindes vhere
Confuolanisu has received strong offioclal patromage." %)
In "Free China" the teachings of Confusianism are freely
quoted and strongly emphasized by the leaders of the coun=
try=--not only by mn-ﬁlmiatmm. but 'alaa by Ghz;istians
as well. "The New Life liovement, for instance, _jemhodil.'es
both Christian and Confuclan .’Ldeﬂ-l-ﬂ and ethical teach=~
ings and at times bringa out a happy blending of the f.wo." an)
To bhe sure, the obstacles which face the misaionary
in China are great aml many. - Indeed 1t is a great miracle
for a typileal Chinese national to be looeed of his bonds
of unbelief anl paganism. . o accept the Gospel of Christ
from the 1lips of people of different color, race, and of a
vastly different civilization. The disadvantisgeous fac-
tors found in China's Geography, factors which must be
faced by tho missilonary, are titanic. Yet, evils are not
so dreadful to meet 1f one has &n a prior) kmowledge of
"them. It 18 a distinct advantage for the missionary to
know in advance what he is to encounter; before he even

#)China Christian Year Book, p. 152
#4)Ibid.



sets foot upon Chinese s0il he, thru his knowledge of the
makeup of the Chinese people, thelir backwardness, thelr
immorality, their heathenism, will be able to form atti-
tudes, plan methods of attack, and ease the environmental
shock which he mugt undergo by his being transplanted
from the highly advanced economical and soclal stratum
of the Unlted States to the almost primitive stratum of
central China, Furthermore, the missionary will the
more despalr of his own merit and ability to place ever
more firmly his confidence and trust in God and the power
of Hig Gospel. He will take comfort in the obstacles
which the first Christian missionaries faced--especially
St. Paul, as the Reverend 0. H. Schmidt points out:

“The majority of Paul's converts came from an atmosphere
not better and in some respects worse than what we have
today in China or India., There was the prevalence of be=-
lief in demons; and the consequences of that belief were
then what they are today--physical and psychical disease,
cruelpy, bondage, vice. There was the bad moral charac-
ter of religious rites, then and now, the temples of
Ephesus and Corinth were no more the homes of virtue
than the temples in Benares or Peking." )

#)HMission Method Notes, Lesson XII
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GEOGRAPHICAL FACTORS GHIGI ARE ADVANFAGEQOUS
FOR BISSION PROGRESS

So‘fa-r the discussion has been confined to thef
negative factors which the geographlcal ohamcteri.i-
tics of China present; factors which must be recog-
nised and consldered in an effective misaion program
in China, Certalnly, there are many hindrances and ob-
stacles of diverse kénds which faee the missionary.
But all is mot negat.i.ve, there az-e nany features m
condlitions whlch are a ds.st.a.not advantage to the
mislonary-.

The topography of the country 1s of such a na=
ture that the population of China 1s slmost completely
within the borders of a section which Mt be com= :
pared in size to the section of our country which lles east

FAGTORS of the Mississippl River. This mesns that
FROM TOD&
OGRAPHY over 400,000,000 people dwell in such a

torritory. "As a mere matter of arithetic, the larger
population would offer larger opportunities.® #) The
misslonary, then, 1s mt compelled to deal with isolated
groups vhid: are'miles apax"t‘. a problem which faced early
misslonaries in this country and still presents a prob-
lem to the mlssionaries in Ganada. Rather, the work of
the Chinese missionary is faclilitated by the fact that
his stations need mt be'rar apart, neoeasi.t.a.t.mé him
to expend mch precious time in travelling between sta-
tions.

Anotner advantageous feature which China's topogrephy
presents is the fact that the very ruggedness of the
%)lilssion Hbthods Notes, Lesson XI '




country has not been conduecive to an intricate system of
avermes of travel. Of necessity, China's arteries of
travel are few. The abundance of mountains and valleys
has discouraged road bullding in the past, although a
widespread road-bullding program has been in progress
during the past decade. ©See page 12. Under the limita~-
tions of such conditions, then, the population has been
obliged to confine its trevel to those few facllities
which China possesses--rivers, conals, caravan routes,
and the few railroad lines which have been built within
the past fifty years.

Travelling, then, has been slow, bringing about
the need of the missionary for many transactions with
the nationals of China., This condition 1s an 1deal
circumstance for the extension of mission work and has
presented splendlid opportunities for making oo ntacts,
The missionary will be given abundant occasions to con-
vey the message of the Gospel by virtue of the abundance
of acquaintances he makes in travelling. There will be
the boatmen, the passengers, the hotelmen, the shop-
keepers, and =0 on. Business transactions are slow,
laborious affagrs %), which fact makes for opportunities
which are absent in the westem mammer of business. The
The missionary is still somewhat of & novelty to the
nationals, attracting people to him out of very curiosity

#) Reads Chinese Characteristics,-Arthur H. Smith, pp.4l-
473 86-87.



. <syhaich also s an 1denl oircumstance for preaching the
Goopal.

This bein: the casge, that rivers are the ckief ar-
terlies of travel, it has been mtural for the oltles of
Chima to become looated olonz the rivers and the aast.
A ptudy of a map of China will bear this out, shouing
how cnvéniently the cities are looated, so thai there
in no Ay of any importance which is not accossable,
and not with too much 4ifficulty, at load by boal.
“China's vant oltles astomish the traveller. Each of
gsovon centres mumbors & mllllon or moFe peopley Tionte
ein, thanghaj, Hong Kong, ete.); another 12 cities have
more than 400,000 each (Clungking, Changsha, "uchang,

Gontor, oty ), wiile thore are 65 citles vith & popu~
lation in excoss of 1C0,0C0 { @hasi, ilankow, Sian, Hone
chnng, otGe)e" %) :

vork in the largor cities carpies with it disgtinct
advantazos. Tho miscionary would oreate loss of a stir,
for white poople are not too uncommon in the larper ole
tios of China, Then also, tho impersonal life of large
oitles would tend toward more frecdsm of ootlion n the
g;ﬁﬁa&gﬁ%ggﬂ part of the misslonary and decrease

§ suspiolon irrogard to the "forelign-
er." The Hove Je Ho Schmldt comments: "Paul would have
more freedom of action ani would meot with loos suspicion
bocmuse of the impersondl 1ife of large cities.t 97)

%)The Econ. end Soclal Env. of tho Younger Churchos,P.151
##)i2palon Uethods Notes, Lesson XI.
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This comment was in regard to the preference which 1is
evident in the cholce of citles which Faul visited.

One might here again mention the advantages of
numbers: “As a mere matter of arithmetic the larger popu-
lation would offer larger opportunities." Within the
population of a larger city, the large commercial center,
the missionary would find "people accustomed to action,
ready for leadership, of an energetic mind, people who
therefore could serve very well for spreading the Gos-
pel from those centers into other areas." #) ’

The lLord made use of the abilitiles and zeal of St.
Faul similarly. After Paul's .conversion, St. Paul, who
had been an ardent, vigorous persecutor of Christians
and an enemy of .Christ's Gospel, used the very abilities
and zeal in the interest of the Gospel Itself, to the ox-
tent that St. Faul 1s the greatest of all missionaries.

then one considers the cltles in wh_ioh St. Paul
vorked, one finds that each clty had a particular fea=- .
ture about it which made in an outstanding city. “All
the cities, or towns, in which he (Paul) planted Churches
were centres of Foman administration, of Greek civiliza-
tion, of Jewish influence, or of some commercial impor-
tance," ##) ' | :

The energy, -initiative, and other speci&l qualities
which cause the growth and the actlvities of the larger
cities of China can be utilized as well in the .interest

=
u{mmmmm Notes, lLesson XI o
##)lligsionary Methodss St. Paul's or Ours?,Roland Allen,p. 19

See also: HMission Methods Notes, Lesson XI



of the Gosgpel.

He (St. Paul) went to commercial centers mot only be-

cause he found people who were leaders, who repre-

pented something larger than thamselves and had a

larger outlook than that of their immediate surround-

ings. Theo selzing of strateglc points implles a

strategy. They were centers from which he coculd start

with new power. Centers of politicsal, intellesctual
and commercial activities might well become centers
of Christien activity. #)

Missionaries can enhsnce thelr labors by following
an intelligent course in choosirng thelr fields of la-
tor oven as is evidenced in the missionary procedure
followed by the first Chrigtian missionaries recorded
in Sorilpture.

Ag tho geography of a nation 1s delved inbo, it is
almost inevitable that some phase of the cultural inheri-
tancoe of the mtion concerned also, to & greater or lesser
degree, will be :.nvolyed. The cultural inherlitance of am
nation is not strictly geography and might well be studled
under a geparaete heading; yet it is definitely influenced
by the nation's geographical environment--and China certain-
ly is not an exception to the rule. For this reason, then,
the culture of the (hinese people will be briefly treated
at this point.

The culture of a nation lies deep within its people,
for within the cultural inheritace of the Chinese "is
woven all thst 1s most characteristic and precious in the

nation's life; mt only the mores, the traditional ways

#)Mission Methnds Notes, Rev. O. H. Schmidt, Lesson XII
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of life, but also the body of common law, the moral and
religlous sanoctions and the framework of soclial and hu=
man relationshipvs." #*) To peer into these institutions

CULTURAL is to peer into the very heart and soul
INHERITANCE
OFF CHIRESE of the Chinese. Here is the source of their

aesthetic values, thelr very forms of speech and mental
and gpiritual processes.

Thé early attltude of the foreign missions was to
condemn the entirs cultural setup of the Chingse as hea= i
then. I[owever, thru the study of comparative religims,
archaeology, art and anthropology, there has grown a bet-
ter understanding of the Chinese people and their culture.
All 1s mot necessarily bad--all need mot be aast out. On
the contrary, there 1s much within the culture of the thi=-
nese which can be utilized by the missionary, varying di-
rectly with the extent of thought and study he expends upon.
Chinese culture. It is necessary, t.he-n. that the mission=-
ary makea two-fold adjustment of attitude ##) in regard
to the cultural inheritance of the Chinese==first, with
respect to the nature of the soclal and culturel environ-
ment of the poople to whom he brings a knowledge of thlie
Savior of mankind,--and secondly, with respect to the super-
lority and worth or.t.he soclal order which he represents /

over-against the cultural institutions of the Chinese.

#)The Econ., ami Social Env. of the Yougger Churches, p.25
*')Ibid.’ 9-26



The author of The Economic and Social Enviromment of
the Younger Churches writes:

I would like to present the soclal end cultural en-
vironment of the Churdhes of the Aslatic countries

not as an obstacle to be overcome but, on the con=
trary, as a storehouse of the finest treasures that
the races have amassed in their strugsles towards .
gelf-fulfilment. The eternal God, the Father of all
mnkind, has been dezling with eaca of these races
through the millemmiums of thelr history. In various
ways and varying degrees le has revealed ilimself and
His will to each race. The perception of the revela-
tion has often been imperfect and dim, but it is found
in every race. This revelation is embodied in wor-
sidp, laws, social and moral sanctions, assthetlic ap=-
preciation, insight into the meaning of 1ife and its
phillosorchy, veneration of nature ami its beauty,

types of human relationship and loyalties and respects
t.ti:'at.hara different Iopom the standards and appredations
of’ the VYest. F

In this intricate plan of 1ife in the East, God
has spoken and God has bullt. It is the task of the
Christian Church to face the life patterns reverently
and to study thoir meanings to try to discover founda-
tion stonos and maln beams in the mores of the peo-
ple that have made them Aslatic rather than Anglo=Sax-
on, and to build these things into the structure whose
corner-stone 1s Christ. Thlis is not an easy task,
It has seemed far more suitable to bulld Furopean
and Afmerican stones ami girders into a new edirice, than
to uge the old. It 1s a delicate and costly process,
-=c08tly in research, experimentatlon,; patience and
falth,==but it canmot be avoided if we are to honour
God's own workmenship and build with Him rather than
igrorantly pull down what He has made. This task must
be accepted if the CShurck 1s to be built on a plan and |
foundations that will endure as a Chinese or Indian, i
and not as Amerlcan or British institution. It may
be that the slow progress of ths Church in mapy parts
of the world has been due in part to the inability
of Christ8s messengers to dlstingulsh granite from
rubhle, or to appreclate the sultabllity of letting
the 0ld framework assist in carrying the new structure.®)

In some places the wording of the above paragraphs is
met unfortunate and not the way a Lutheran would like to f
hear it wrded; the missionary is not apreading Vestern
culture at Christ's command, but the Gospel, to be sure; yet

-
)The Taon. and Soclal Env. of the Younger Churches, p.26-7



a dj.ear-cut distinctlon must be kept between the matural
law and the revealed Vord. Iowever, the thought to be con-
veyed 1s clear, that of ueling what 1s useble in tne cule
ture of the Chinese. To make thls factor more pr=ctical,

& few exampikes follow where a misslonary can utillze points
withlin the (hinese cultural Inharitance as starting noints,
points of -contact, from uilch he might, with cautlon and
digeretlon, lead into his message from God's Word:

There was a Somothing, undifferentioted and yeot per=
fect, before heaven ani earth came irnto being. So
still, so0 incorporeall It alone abides and changes
mt. It pervades all, but is rot endangered. It

may o regarded as the mother of all things. I

know not its namej; if I must designste it, I call it

Tao. 3triving to give 1% 2 name, I call 1t great;

great, I call it transcending; transcending, I

call 1t fap off; far off, I call 1t returning...

ifan takes his norm from earth; earth from heaven;

heaven from Tasy the Tao from itself. #)

This 1s a2 portion of the twenty fifth chaptor of
Pap=Te=Hinz. Is 1t this "Tao" (1it., way, road, reason;
"ogos") analsgous to the unknown God of tna men cf Athens
walch taul utilized as a starting point on lars H111? wit)
As Faul mde referemce to the unknown God and then proceed=-
ed on to proclaim the true God to the Creclans, =0 &aleoo, :
under proper circumstences, the missionary today might
start out with the god whom the Tao-Te-Xing, a book of
Tacism, attempts to describe, God as revealed in nature
and in the hearts of man, and then on to the Cod 28 re-

vealéd in the Word.

#)History of Religlong=G. F. Moore, p.26-7
®#)Bots 17, 22ff.



Fllial plety #), so promounced in China, also may
serve as a starting point as analogous to the Fourth
Commandment in the law of iibses, or the proper relation=-
ships within the family as advocated by Confucius: "When
the father is father, the son is son, the elder brother is
elder brother, the hugband is husband, and wife is wife,
==then the family is in proper order. Uhen all families
are in proper order, all will be right with the world," %)
or the observance of the proper order in the State and res-
pect for and obedience to the "powers that be" such as
Confucius stresses in tho Analeocta: .

then order prevails in the world, rules of conduct,

msic and punitive expeditions proceed from the Son

of Heaven (the head of the State). When the world

is out of order, rules of conduct, muale, and punitive

expeditions proceed from the feudal princes, rarely

can the empire maintain itself more than ten genera=-
tions. Vhen oven the subsidiary servants of the grand
officers grasp the orders of the State, rarely can it
last more than three generatlons. iihen order prevalls
in tho world, government will not be in the handas of
the grand offlcers. ihen order prevails in the world,
there will be no discussions among the people. ###)
One of many possible leads could then be made from the na-
tural law to the revealed law ani thon on to the Gospel.

Going to the Analects again one finds a splendid
starting point in the distinction made there between the
terms liang and Po. The term Vanz (king) is used in a very
special sense, that of a saviour King, who, unlike the mon-

archs of the world around about us, rules by te, by magico-

#)See: Chinese Characteristics, pp. 171-186.

##) FromsThe development of the Logical liethod in Anclent
China~-Hu Shih -

#auThid. (Lun Yu, XVI, 2).
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morel force alome. The coming of such a Saviour was -
looked forward to with Messlanic ferver. Were & true lﬁng
to come, says Confuclus, in the space of a aing:l.e goﬁ&a—
tlon goodness would become universal. filth the Saviour
King ls always contrasted the Po. The.Word originally
means "elder," “Senlor," and in the early days of the
Chou d&nasty vhen the vﬁr:l.aus conquered domains were ruled
by descendants of the conguoring house it was applied to
the senior among the feudal barons. A Fo acts by Li (phy-
'sleal force) ani not by Te. His achlevements cannot lead
to the reign of Universal Goddness. *®)-.

Theso axamplaé will suffice to show the possibilitles
contained within the cultural inheritance of the Chingsse
for points-of contact. To be sure, -one must ot press a
point beyond reaac;nableneas for the purpose of making ana-
logles. Yet, with care, taking into consideration the oir-
cumstances, the culture of t.he particular people with whom
the missionary is dealing, and the mhéssionary's own grasp
of the situation, auch points of contact can be used to a
definite advantaée in leading to the message of God's Word.

There is mo room, however, for accommodation and “ap-
ﬁea'aent." in regard to practices which directly oppoa; the
Gospel of chrlst; ané are obstacles in the way of true Chrig-
tianity, for complete trust in and resignation to Christ for
sins forglven and for a certain hope of eternal 1life solely
thru Christ's all-sufficient, alle-gracious, work of re-

#)The Analects of Confuciug, Tr. and Anmot. by Arthur laley.
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demption. In Sumatra the missionaries permitted "the
negligible use of heathen sacrifices" and aleo unionistic
gatherings between the lNoslems and the Christians, en-
cpumaihg sudh gatherings where "both religious leaders
make remarks appropriate to the c;ceasion. The headman
wishes the infant or the bridal pair “good luck" and long
life, and tin pastor speaks of the q.n;ler ﬁmist.ian meaning
of these land-marks in the history of the family." #)

The principle of "uging the foundation of a people’s
life in the building of a daurch" is good and a.ea:.i-ﬁaue.
g0 long as Garistisn dotrine and faith do mot suffer. The
migslonary must, however, be ready t.o. teke a firm stand

againgt conventions and relationships contrary to Christ's

Viord, as dld St. Paul on mapy occaslons, oven at the risk
of his life; as did John the Baptist, who suffered behead=-
ing as a rem_zlt.; and as did Jesus in regard to the viclous .
1!15‘!‘.1‘!‘-!.11':10?!8 of the Scribes and Fharisees:

Our ILord recognized the conflict between Hls teaching
and the sanctions of'Jewish society and was Himself
prepared to pay the price of breaking those conven=
tions and relationships which loyalty to His princlp- -
les dlctated. Christianity has dlsintegrated the founda-
tions of oriental scciety. It has violated the baslc
relationships anl traditions by separating men and wo-
men from the groups to whidr they belonged and intro-
ducing them to & new centre of personal loyalty in
Christ. *)

The factors which the Geography of China presents, as
pointed'out in this f.hea"ia.. are in no measure exhaustive ,
and such factors as have been mentioned have been but briefiy

#)The Eoon., and Soclal Znv. of the Younger Churches, D.27
##)Ibid., pP.85



dealt with. Yot, thoy are sufficlent o show the meed for

a thox;ough study of the geography of the country in planning
+ & misslon program. For a missionary to enter China without

a: consideration of the gewgraphical factors involved is in-

deed & handilcap. I[iissionaries, returning from China, de-
plore this situation vhich has been the lot of young mis-
sionaries in the past. ﬂ’) The future pla.na of the Missouri

Synod's mission progranm :I.nolqde a ahud.y of tha geography

IYSR Liwt b ond 135 RNl |

of the country concerned as & requisite for prospective
missionaries. Surely such a program will enhance the new

missionary's ei’rioi'a'noy when he enters into his fleld of
operation,~-and it oanmt but result in a "mission labora-
tory" which w:l..'l.l lend an inoreasingly grea.t.er understand-

ing in this d‘.tff.toult. yet vital, phage of the Church's ]
work,

#)From an interview with Misslonary E. C. Zimmerman, 1943




=54=

HISTORICAL ORIENTATION
TO CHINA

The origin of the Chinese Race is shrouded in obsouri-
ty; the current theories and deductions as to the actual
origin are but speculation, for reliable Chinese History
gﬁ&ga&gﬁ does not extend further baokt@MQ middle

of the Chou Dynasty (B. C. 722). "The ac-
count of the preceding ages 1s so mingled with tmaltlon
that it 1s almost impossible to distinguish with certainty
vhat ig authentic and what 1s legendapyy." #) Some, how-
ever, suppose that the ancestors of the ém.nee dwelled in
the territory south of the Caspian Sea, and later migrated
eastward into the territory known as China aroumd the twen-
ty-third century B. C. There are others who place the ori-
ginal home of the Chinese in Babylonia, on the graa:l-. Eu-
phretes Flain, being an off-shoot of the ancient Sumerian
civilization, Still others look to the Egyptians as the
source of the Chinese race. Yet, ethmologlcally a dif-
ference from the Westerm Asian peoples is evidenced in the
structure of the hair and the formation of the eyes. ##)

At any rate, they seem to have been originally & no-
mad people vho t-raveu'ed from the western part of Asia and
Mcoming through the pass between the Tien Shan and Altai
Mountains made a settlement first of all in what 1s now
the modern province of Shensi, in the valley of the Yellow

*)A Bketch of cm.nese History=F.L. Hawks Pott, p.9
“") I'bid...p.a




River." #) That they were a nomadic people seems to be
bqrne out in the modern architecture of the people, for
their houses in many ways bear a strong resemblance to
that of a tent.

The history of China may be divided into four great
periods: ‘

1. Ihe Conguest of China by the Chinege from B. G.
< .. 2852 to 206, the first eleven hundred years being a

BRIGF legendary and mythical period. ( Any date,
HISTORICAL - \ :
S8KETCH of couraee, must be discounted which confliots

with the year of the flood as reckoned according to
the chromologies of Scripture as 2348 B. C.) The
next portions of t.hia‘_fzrt period are the times of
the development of the Tribal Chieftains into Emper=
ors (about 600 years), the feudal period (about 900
years during which period the three famous philosophers
lived=-Lao Tzu=born 604, Confucius-born 552,. and lien-
cius-born 372), and the Empire of Shi Huang-ti (B. C.
221-206).

2. The first struggle with the Tartars from B. C. 206
$0 A. D. 589. In this period are located the Han Dy-
nasty (B. . 206 to 214), dimnion (to A. D. 223), and
the division of the Empire between the Tartars in the
North and the Chinese in the South(A. D. 223 to 589).
It is Quring the last part of this period in which the
Nemtoriana a.re said to have first entered China.

#)A Sketch of Chinese History-F.L. Hawks Pott, p.2
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3. The secord gtrussle with the Tartars from A, D.

- 289 %o 1644. These years (the T'ang Dynasty) were
years of mrogress, invention and discovery (compass
and gunpowder). . Next came 50 years of militery sup-
Premacy and then 320 years of division of the empire
between the Tartars in the North and the Chinese in
the South. It was durlng these years of Ghengis Kahn
(b. 1162) and his son Kubilai that the Folos® made
their visits to China. With the inauguration and suc=
cessful ocompletion of the Mongol invasion (A. D. 1280)
China was subjected to Eongol rule for eighty-eight
.yearsgs. Vilthin th;a period John of Hontecorvino, the
Franciscan monk (1294) made his appearance in China,
Thon the Xongols were expelled and the ling Dymasty
(A.. De 1368 to 1644) was set up. The next eighteen
years mrked the period of the kanchu Gonqueat..

4. Iho ptruzgle between China and Vestern European

Nations from A, D. 1662 to the pregent. The difficul-

ties arising with the Portuguese in the first half of
the sixteenth century (De iAndrade), with the Spaniards
_around 1700 (pirecy in the China Sea), the coming of
the Jesuits in the Bayenteém'h century, wars with

Great Britain (1840-61), France (1884), Japanf and sub- -

sequent acts of aggression by Western Fowers-1894),
the attempt to drive out Westerners and save the Em-
pire from disintegration (Foxer Uprising-1900), all

seryed toward bitter feelingsa toward the Western Na=-

tions. These were followed by the Russo-Japanege Ear

P TR o R0 & B R () e bt |




and a period of reconstruction (1904 and 1905), the
Chinese Revolution (1911) and the establishing of a
republic. China entered the torld War in 1917 after
which followed another period of reconstruction (strug-
sie against Communism) to 1937. In 1937 the War with
Japan began and four years later the United States
also entered into war agzainst Japan (the Second Torld
var, 194l-=--).%)
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g iaks:n g History=F.L. Hawks Fott
etch of Chinese H1s8LOXry=lal.
A History of Christian Missions in China%K.S. Latourette
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FACTORS TO BE CONSIDERED FROM THE
FOLITIOAL HISTORY OF GHINA

The political background into which China's first
contacts with the western nations were to enter was one
of strife, disunion, and in some c2s8es, Progress--=prog-
;ss in literature, economics arnd jurisprudence, espec~
1011y - during the roign of Shen Teung (1068~1086). The
fact that clvil order was dependent upon feudal princes’
rather than upon a centrallzed government tended to keep
China in disunion. Forhaps this was one of the chief
reagons why Forthern China fell into the hands of the
Kird (Tartars) in the twelfth century. As one would ex=-
pect, China, now divided in two by the Kind, was in ocon-
stant strife during the succeeding years. The province
of Honan suffered the fate of being the chiSf field of
contention,

It was not until tho coming of the Hongols under the
leadership of Kabul Kahn and his son Genghis that China's
resistence vwas overcome. The kongols, having first sub-
dued tho Tartars (1135), became the rulers of China until
the last half of the fourteenth century.

- The letter part of the thirteenth century is remesber-
ed particulakly for the first authentic visit of Europeans
to China. The Polo brothers lNicolo and laffeo on the first
THE FOIO - trip to China found favor with the ruling lon-
A gols. The brothers were accompanied by iiarco,

the son of Nicolo, on the second trip. Uarco writes in one
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on'his letters that after the Kahn had questimed them on
mre than one ocsasion, "he took it into his head that he
would send them (tho Polo brothers) on an embassy to the
"pope.* #) The purport of the lettors semt the pope with
which the Folos were entrusted was %o request the pope to
send a hundred teachers to convert himgelf and hisg sub-
Jects to Christianity.

This initial intercourse of China witha the West, then,
was friendly. Representatives of the West, yes, of the
religlon of the West, were mot only permitted to enter Chi-
na, but were actually extended & special invitation.

However, this friendly attitude of China’ toward the
West and toward Christianity 2lso was to changej indeed,
the activities of the first traders in China raised fac-
gg%glilgﬂon‘ : t.oz-s. vhich constantly t.hm-at.en'ed the prog-
TRADERS ress of misslons. For the-Chinese, hardly
able to draw the distinotion, connected the missionaries
with the traders, counting the misslonaries as spearheads,
opening the way for the traders to work thelr exploita=-
tions upon the Chinese people. HNissicnaries and traders
alike were generally known as “"white devils."

In 1511, & Fortuguese treder Raphael Ferestrello with
a gmall fleet of vessels, arrived off the coast of Canton.
Six years later, Fernso Feres De Andrade, with two ships,
entered the Canton River and was favorably received by
Chinese officlals. He was granted the privilege of com=

mercial intercourse and was permitted to continue up the
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coast to Pekma.
However, this splendid open!.ns was brought. to a d.is-

.astrous concluesion, for De Andrade’s brother had entered

the Chinese waters ami committed acts of piracy against
the Chinese vessels. {4s a result, bitter hatred toward
the white traders arvse and Fermao De Andrade was selzed
at Peking and beheaded. '
 To strengthen the hatred of the (hinese toward all
foreigners, the next forty years brought repeated in-
vasions into Northern China by the Hongols and constant’
aoﬁa of: piragy committed by the Jabanese against Chinese
shiphbing. : ' | s | :

Aftor the Fortuguese attempts to enter China failed,
the Spaniards sought &n opening in the East, entering
the Philippine Islands where t.hey treated the Chinese set~-
tlors with "systematic mruelty and oppression and at one
time, feoring iesb' the Chinese populatilon might peoam too
mumerous, they insugurated a terrible massacre, hnntiné
down the Chinese as £f they were wild beasts, and slaughtor-
ing them in immense numbers." #)
A A Dbit later, in 1622, the Dutch attempted to land in
China but were driven off and were compelled to retreat
to Formosa where they set up two rorts.

Quibbling between the Fortuguese and the English (who
ales sought commerce with China qt. this time) at Hacao in

#)A Sistoh of Chinese History~F. L. Hawks Fott, p.91
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1635 over control of trade with China indiced the English
to sall their fleet up the Canton River, which act pro-
voked the Chinese at Bogue Forts to open fire upon the
flest. The English retaliated by firing upon the Chinese
after silencing the batteries of theforts. The British
took possessim of the forts and hoisted up the British
colors. The Chinsse were compelled to grant to the Eng-
1ish the right to trade and to establish a trading post out-
side of the walls of @anton. _

nother inoident took place in 1759 which helped to
stiffen tho negntive attitude of the Chinese toward foreign-
ers. A certain Englishmen named mm attempted to open
commerci al relaticons at Ning=po; failing in this, he sailed
on to Tientsen to ask for increased privileges of trading.
An attempt was made to make Flint do homage on his knees
to the Viceroy. ¥when he refused, he was sent back to Eng-
land, Not only the failure to do homage but also ‘his at-
tempt to force erdrance into Chimn were considered as
unpardonable sins. '

Several years later (1795) lord Hacartmey of Eng=-
land met with better results. Macartney went to Chima to
visit the Emperor at Peking. He was accepted amd treated
as an "envoy from a trilutary state." ®) However, per-
mission was gremted to the English to trade at Csnton.

In the mll:‘!.lmo. Protestant missions had their in-
aeption thru the work of Robert Morrison (who arrived at

®#)A Sketch of Chinese History, p.l113



Canton in the year of 1807), his chisf contributions
belng -the translation of the Bible into Chinese and the
preparing of ‘a Chinese dictionary. uu--h-muu-
Workof Norrison, & series of wirs and trestiss fook
place which involved Chins with the Western mtions md
tended to harden the Chinese against anything foreiga,
In 1802 and 1813 the English took p'om-l,lol.l of \
Macao by foroe to prevent it from falling into the hands
of the French during the Kapoleonic Wers. The Chinese
deeply resented this. The feelings of the Chiness were
manifested when Lord Amherst, sent by England to the Ea-
peror in Peking to arpagge & I;ru utld'lclon method of
earrying on treds{1516). He was. semt dack . to Maoao um/
seeing the Emperor,. ; :

. Hore cauge for embittered fesling of the lnnuo. :
toward the western powers resulied from the wars with
Great Britain. The first war, called the Opium War was .
provoked whem the Chinese déstroyed large stores of opium
Which belonged to.the British mercharts st Canton. The
British, with superior craft, made & sicoessful attack on
Canton after which they offered to setile for the follow-.
ing consessions: . mm;maummum
tomwum.mu.mmmwh :
Mmmwm mumuv‘

w‘l Mﬂhﬂﬂﬁhmmm“
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resumed in 10 days. This offer was rejected, Two more
years of war followed with the British f£inally overcom=
ing the Chinese. The Tréaty of Nankingf Aug. 29, 1.842)
gﬂaéﬁggg% operi_ad Canton, hmo_y. Foochow, Ningpo, and

Shanghal to foreign tmﬂe ag treaty ports.
Hong Kons was ceded to Great Britain, #21.000.000 indem-
nity was to be pald and aeva'a:l. lesser provl.aos were in-
cluded. It s this treaty which brought upon China the ')
"loss of face" in the form of Extraterritoriality to which /
China was subjected for t;he next hundred years. )

Another occaslon upon which the ,muah raaort.ed to
rely upon their warcraft occurred in 1848. Upon three
occasions, tulce in 1847 and again in 1848, mobs attacked
several English parsons. The seeond time resulted in the
death of 6 young English men. Britain demanded reparetion
agein from the Chinese aut'horities and received the same
at the point of guns. 3

Constant friction between the Cantonese ani the Eng-
lish merchants .rem:l.t.ed in the second war between China and
Britain from 1856 to 1860, taking place within the years
of the T'aiping Rebellion (1850-1864). The inoldent which
provoked open hostilities was capture of a crew of men from

" & Chinese ship salling under the protection of the British

flag, Other causes were the kidnapping of Chinese coolles
and the sh_ippng' of them to Peru, Cuba and California, this
with the contimied emuggling of oplume The treaty of Feking

%#)The subject of Extraterritoriality is treated separately
later.



(oot. 22, 1860) resulted, gl.ﬂns the fom mlllﬂll
- to Great Britains an indemnity of ts.ooo.ooo. permission for
Chinese laborers to emismto at will as laborers or other-
wise, Kowloon teded to Britain and became & part of Hong

Kong, and Tientsin was opened as a treaty port.

In all history the T'alping Rebellion finds ita place
among the most devestating to 1ife and property. 7The Re=-
bellion, lasting fourtéen years, coming to & close in 1864,
devastated sixteen provinces, destroyed six umdred oities
and cost the lives of at least twemty million men and women.

Anti-dynastic sentiments, imperialism as exposed hy
all its vicicusness in the war with England only & few years
before, floods and famines from 1834=41.and the terrible esrth-
quake of 1834 all playedapm in the causes of this war.

But the approximate causes were parsoval and rougioul

At first the T'aiping Rebellion perplexed the foreign-
ers as to the proper attitude to take tona it; the Guris-
tian complexion of the "Shang T4 Hui," the "Soolety of God,”
naturally disposed many %o sympathy and even to admiration.
Bishop Smith, the first bishop of Vistoria, Hong Kong,
dtdmnsamwm:t “The rebel leaders are evidently .
men I.nearncn.. marummmmumu. -

thca.raomllul': mhlbitionofnm. and their threat=-
mdemhlionorthu nnmmmmmm
pmxuhthc supposition ormmmmw :ux-
fish and mn:muu poliay.” *) mu-. tha muru-

*)An outnn. of History of m-m & m;.u.asa-s




. mammorsn.m-nmmcmm '
and,éfter his death, by his sucoessor Charles Gordsa of
Englénd, also called "Chinese®™ Gordsn, im n-nuun
rebellion lessened the mlﬂli.tr of the ma-n hlll‘Q tll.
oountries which these two men M g ;

In the 1850%s, troutile whith arose hetween m
converts and other natives 16d to the massacre of some - |
French priests. This gave Franse ocossion to enter into
the political affairs of the country. The King of Aunsm
rejected the demands for mtlnﬂl. and for ssveral years
the matter remained unsettled. In 1884, the Frenoh Sroups.
threatened the towns of Sontay and Besuinh. Though warmed
by China that mohnm-wuhw"l"hﬁ

" bellli," navertholnl, the .French mads the lt.tlo! and !lp'!
tured the two towns. Amruund.du‘mmﬂ'ot
the Fremohj the tresty (June 9, 1865) gave Tonquin to m
French. : oS -

. The mext deesde brought Chins into & wer with Jepsm
(1894+95). The reasom for the war took form'in Eores. The ]
nationsl party of Zores (Tong-bak, “"followers of esstern- e
learning"), in revolt against the goverswenty wesfor s .
Pretext & esapalgn against the Catholie sonve .
ult 2,000 m iﬂill m ll “ ﬂl mn. -'l'.l'ﬂo




with a covetous eye toward Korea; Formosa; the Lisotung
peninsule, andithe Pescadores Islands; took issue with Chi-
na on the pretext that China had failed to consult Japan
until after the expeditlon had starteds Japan; with a much
stronger force, overcame the Chineses 5She demanded the
freedom of Korea and the possession of the Liaotung pen=
insule and the mentioned Islands, along with 200,000,000
taels. Shasi, Chungking, Soochow and Hanchow were to be
opened as treaty ports.

China's relationship to the Western powers in regard
to tho Japanese Viar was occasioned by Russia,; Germany, and
Froence protesting ageinst Japan's demandss Japan had to be
satisfied to vaive rights to the peninsula and to receive
but 30,000,000 taels, in return; these countries demanded
some recompences Russla obtained the right to carry her
Siberian railroad through Hanchuria to Vladivostock and the
French obtained the promise that the Chinese wouldrheed
the Tonquin raillroad and continue 1t on #s far ag Nanning-
fu in Kwangsl. o ; .

' Now, broken by the several countries who.wers exploiting.
her these many years, China hed to make more comaa:l.ona.
Klaochow went to Germany as payment for the murder of two
Roman Catholic priests. Fort Arthur: was leased to Russla
and Welhalwel was leamed to Great B::'I.'Imi.n..~

All this led up to the uprising in 1899 called the
Boxer Rebellion, which was sponsored by a secret organization



known as the "Boxers." The original purpose was to drive
out the Manchus and to restore a Chinese dynasty: The
Boxera, however, were strongly antisforelgn snd endouraged
by the Empress Dowager, began an anti=foreign campaigm.

With the ald of Britain, Japan; Russia, America; and
Germany, the Govermment stemmed the uprising; August 1900.

In appraisal of the treaties amnd their relationship to
the Church, lLatourette saye:

Tho treaties of 1858 and the conventions of 1860 re=
volutionlzed the status of missionaries and Chinese
Chirlst ians and made possible a large expansion of the
Church,s In the first place; the newly opencd citles
gave to the misdionary additional centers at which he
could reside and from which he could extend his ao+
tivities into the surrounding country: <« « <In the
second place the permission to travel in the interior
was a direct reversal of the earlier arreangement by
which foreigners found ond a certain distance from
the treaty ports were to be arrested and conveyed to
the nearest consel..s « In the third place, the mis~
slonary often found it poasible to affect a residence
anl to acquire property mt only in the open ports
but in other cities anmd townss ¢ « +In the fourth place;
the treaties placed mot only missionaries but Chinese
Christians under the of forelgn POWerss < « ¢
The results of the toleration clausesy then, were far
from being always oreditable to the name of Christs ¢
« +The Church had become & partner iln Western imperial-
ism and could not well disavow some responsibility
for the consequencesa. %) ' |

Daring the next years followed a x;omd of reconstruc-

" tlon which oulminated in the Chinese Revolution (1911) by

which the Manchu regime was expeidled and & Republic was

%A Mup. Drre ‘Sun Yat Sen was eleoted provision=
REFUBLIC . al President in december 1911, but after two
montlis he retired in favor of Yusn Shihekui who, at the sug-

®)A Bistory of Ohristisn Missions in Chims-Latourette,ppR77-261




gestion of Dr. Sun, was elected by China, both the Forth
and the South. During the next few yoars the Republic con=
timed vith difficulty, the Presidant himself advocating &
return to a lonarchy. MHowever, largely die to Japanese ine
fluence, the revolt against the overthrow of the Republic
took place (1916). For Japan, becauze of personal reasons
aid not wish to see Yuan Shirkal elevated to the throne.
Aftor the death of President Yuan in 1916, Ii Yuan=hung
became president. ¥

In 1917, China became 1nvolyed 1n the Vorld VWar. Tak-
ing her cue from the United States, she declsred war on
Germany (August 14). Among the considerations which led
hor to take this step weres The desire of obtalning a place
at the Peace Conference, where .the question of the Japanese
occupetion of Shantung would come up; The wish to cement
friendshin with the United Stat es; The desire of the militar-
ists to strengthen their control of the Govermment. *) -

China, attending the Versallles Peace Conference with
great expectation, was gadly disappointed. The rights which
Germany had hold in China by virtue of the Extraterritorial-
ity Lew were transferred to Japan, so that "when Wilson sur-
reniered the German Concesslons to Japan uimut even con-
sulting China, she felt that she had been betreyed by her
only friend among Western nations." ##)

#)A Sketoh of Chinese History=~F. L. Hawks FPott, p.221
#%)Horthorn Nebraska Dlstrict HNessengerd="The Christian in the
World Today"-Prof. A. M. Rehwinkel,p.24%
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Perhops the action of the United Statea in regard
to German Concemsions in China might be looked upon 2s in=
fluencing China's intimacy with Russia during the course of
COMMUNI SN the '20's and early '30%s, which resulted in
IN CHINA

China boing opened to Communism, which to this

day ies a factor with which Christianity in China must contend.
After the war, when the Western nations had betrayed China's
confidence in them, "her leaders turmed to Russia, and Godless
Russia was more humane than the so-called Christian natilons.
Russla cancelled all unfair treaties that still existed and
all cikims for indemnities which had been exacted from Chi-
na." #) Rusela went out of her way to help China, inviting
Chincse students to her universities, sending bolshevik leaders
into China to assist in reorganizing the army end the social
order, )

A brief history of China’s relations with Communism

is submitted from Red Star Oyver Chinas

It 1s possible to divide the history of Sino-Russian
relations from 1923 to 1937 roughly into three veriods.
The first, from 1923=-1927 wzs.2 period of de facto al=
liance between the Soviet Union and the latlional Revo=-
lutionaries, consisting of a bloc composed of strange
. bed=fellows aligned under. the banners of the Kuomintang
and the Communist parties, and aiming at the overthrow
by rovolution of the then extant govermment of China,
and the achievement of China's independence from for-
elgn imperlialism. This exciting enterprise ended with
the triumph of the Rightwing Kuomintang, the founding
of the Nenking govermment, & compromlise with imperial-
lam ani the severance of Sino=-Russlan relations.

From 1927-1933 there was a period of isolation
from China, and of complete insulation by lianking against

#)Northern Nebraska District kessenger, "The Christian
in the Vorld Today"-Frof. A. M. Rehwinkel, p.24#25
#i)Sees Muspia's Influence-in geographical section of thesis
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Russlen influence., This era closed.when Moscow resumed
diplomatic relations with Hanking late in 1933. The
third perlod began with a lukewarm Nanking=Moscow rap=
prochenent, embarrassed consideradly by the contimued
henvy civil wer between HNarking and the Chinece com-
munists. It was to end dramatically early in 1937, when
a partlel reconcllistion wovld be effected between the
communists and the Kuomintang, with new possibilities
opered up for Sino-Rugsian cooporstion. :

Tonald Rees, the author of China Faces The Storm contri=
butes the following in regard to anti=-Christien activity, which
is & vitel iscue in Communism: '

The anti-Christian movement in China wes precipitated by
the Great viar, by the rise of communism in Russia, by
the general influence of HEuropean agmostic thouzht, as
well as by the growing revolt of younger Chinese agalnst
forelgn imperiallism, vwhich appeared to be controlling -
ot only the politlcal and economic life of their coun=
try but elso 1ts cultural and religious life. Its leaders
were mostly men who were assoclatedwith the secular
etrean of influence indlcated sabove. These men played
2 considerable part in the Nationalist Farty (the Kuo-
mintang) and inthe field of education. The anti=Chrisg-
tian movement begen to gather momentum in 1922, came to
& head in 1925-7 and then gradually died dovm. Since

- 1930 there has been little outward evidence of it. But
belovi the surface there is ctill a perslistent under-
current of criticism, which might become active hoatility
agzin under certain kinds of nrovocation. I[applly the
ordinary Chinese 1s now less apt to confuse the Chris-
tian couse with the policy of western powers; and Chi-
nese Christians have a large measure of control over
Christian ‘colleges and schools, and, increasingly, &n
the life of the Church. In other words, Christlanity"
Bouses less opposition than formerly as an objectlion=-
able western imgortation, foreigm to Chinese life. ##)

The amelloration of the inti-Christiana sctivity in Chi-
na 1s evidenced in a trend which is expresséd in the Inter-
pational Review of iigsions, a tendancy for Communism to o=
linquish its caustic attitude toward Christianitys “Another

#)0boit.,p.375
““’0m1t - .p .40
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trend which is significant is the friendliness exh.tb:.t.ed by
the Chinese Communists in certain areas t.owards the Chrig-
tian mission. Vislits have been psid by missionary and ¥. H.
C. A, workers to the Communist areas, and a new underata:;d-
ing and new possibllities of intercourse are bekng developed." #)
That this trend is possible is indicated by the trend in
Russia itself as expressed by Ne. S. Timasheff in Relizion
An Soviet Rugsls. He writes of the opinionm of Kallistros,

- the Orthodox patriarch of Georgla, Who says that thers will
‘be a revival of religlon and it will fuse with Communism,
for the Communist ideal does not contradict Christian Doc=
trine. This opinion was published in 1939 in the officlal
organi of the Militent Atholistd' league. The editor of the
paper, wno is the chief of the League adds the note saying
that Eallistros' views were widespread among the Russian
Clergy and people. ##)

'.l‘me. along wlll tell what the culmination of these
trends might be. Communism as Russia practices it, Larxigt
Communism, is definitely anti-Christian. f#ilth orthodox
Christianity and Communiam so damplebely contrary f.o one
another, one or the other must give way in one or other of
its most distinetive doctrines before they can remain slde
by side in harmomy. Greve danger lles ahead if Christienity
surrendors its distinctive characteristics to bring about
friendliness botween erstwhile opposing éh.ﬂosoph.'r.ea. These
are ominous aigna--unleae Communisa has & complete change of
heart, fellowship w!.'taﬁcchriatlanlty would spell complete
@isasgter to the Christlan religlon.

Intemat:.onal Review of Eilsgions, Jamary 1943-China
®)Religion in Soviet Russlayi.S.Timasheff,p.112
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China's war with Japan, its place and date of inception
glven by some as Loukouchiao, July,T, 1937 *) , has brought
about & great meny factors which are having, and will have,

8 definltc bearing upon migslon work in China. This is in=

CHINDS evitable when millions of people are compelled
Jd .!}'GMIBSE ., b § 5.
WAR to lezve thelr homes and migrate hundreds of

mlles, perhans most of them taking with them sozresly more
than they oould csrry in thelr hands or on ﬁhﬂir backsa

By 194C alresdy more than forpy million peoplé had left
thelr homes in this mammer.®*) A discription of this mi-' -
gretion ls recorded in tho following exeerps:

Uncounted millions have been driven from thelr homes
by military agaression, by the.ruthless attack upon
civilian pomlations far from the arena of battle, and
by the econimlic 2nl soclal pressures caused by war
and 2 changed political situation. Hordes have tra-
velled vaol distances Into strange provinees; others
have moved into the mountains or away from the high=
ways of travel not far from thelr acoustomed homes;
yet others have gone to and fro, driven by fear and
by hunger, by the search for work and the search for
gai’et.g s and finding neither have found no settled abid-
inNg Rl2ca. ,

Every province of China has boen affected by thls
vast movement of population. From some sections of the
country a considerable proportion of the normal popula=
tion has left. In other regions there has been a
great increase in the mumber of residents. Sometimes
the change has been mt so much in mumbera =8 in charac-
ter or in wealth--one group hasmoved away to be replaced
by others of different customs and speech. There have
been unexpected mingling and there have been diffiocult .
adjustmente and there have been joys and sorrows, {ric-
tions anl blsasings. Even the thougnt=llfe and the
opiritual experiences of the people of China have under-
gone profound modification.

#)The Groet Migretion (II), p.1ii
#)Ibid., 0.1
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Inevitably thoe Church has bsen involved in all of

these changes. !ultituded of Christians have migrated
from their homos to greater or less distances. Fer=
hapg the numbers of such have been consi out of
broportion to their total share of the population., Be-
fore the war their institutions were relatively strong
and numerous in the provinces that have been most ser—
‘dously affected by tho ocoupation of alien foroes.
The economic and soclal standing of a condiderable
group within the Christian community was above the
average of the people among whom they lived., Because
of these acts the Christian movement in China has be-
come involved in a series of mejor changes which have
as yet not been appraised. #)

Inevitably, the force of this great social upheaval
seriously affected the worch of Christian missions. Es-
tablished congregations were compedled to disband and flee,
missionaries were interned and mepatriated, the progress
which was being mode was suddenly halted, prospective con-
verts wore separated fromthe guidance of the misslonary,
and tho distribution of Bibles and portions of Scripture
was hindered and in many oases brought to a standstill.

Folitical history in goneral presents a gloomy out-
look for mission progress in China. Ydt there are several
redeeming factors within China's political history, factors
favorable to the propagating of the Gospel and which cep=-
tainly should be taken into consideration also. Such fac—
tors follow.

During the last period of depression in the United
States (1929-34) and after the period of isolation of Russia
from China which came as a result of China's severing re-

lations with Russia in 1927, & new movement appeled in

#)The Great Migration, (II), p.i
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China vhich was of a bemefiolal nature to Christian missions
in China. The New Life Movement was launched m'robmaﬂ..
i:gﬂ m{ﬁ%’g 1954 by the Generalissimo and Kadame Chiang "as
& means of enlarging the soclal consclence of"

the people." ##) That it was not p:.;marny a movement Et.o
oPpose communistic tendencles seems evident: in thAt. the
Generalissimo emphasized tho .i‘gcf. that he was trying to "give
the Chinese people sometaing of what he had found in Christ."
At first chrisfim torms veren't Aus_ed. but later Generalissi-
mo repeatedly stressed the need for "univorsal love and the
sacrificial spirit of Jesus." #%) It.was the intemt to
leaven Chinese 1ife with the Christian spirit. "This is
borne out by the faot that rmm.iha st.arb of the New Life
Hovement the Generalissimo has séaduy sought to _uom-m
Gooperation and help of the Chinese Churches and toraisn
missionaries in its pminotion.! Liesd ‘

China Faceg the Storm portreys the mature of this "Hew
Life Movement" and the extent of 11:.5 influence in ?ha wérqa:

But the movemen: has spread and had considerable suc-
cess in many parts of China. It is an attempt to sup-
Plement the efforts of the govermment by trying to
chenge the soclal customs and habits of the people and
teach them to adapt themselves to new conditions. A
purely 'indigencus movement, it has something in common
with efforts made in Germany to return to older nation-
al virture while at the same time treading new paths.
People are encouraged to be more simple and spend less
on costly feasts, on weddings and funerals; to observe
. the rules of health, to take exercise, to be cleanly,
to refrain from spitting, smoking and gambling; %b be
tidy in dress and cultivate the queue habit in rallway

2 g2 :
‘“J')Th.Is G!;'eat mgration, p.37
@RHITh1A.




stations ond theatres; to be honeést in public and pri-

vate affalrs The opposition that the movement 1s

sald to hewe provoked in certain quarters because of.

its successful attack on gambling dens; opium traffic,

and "“squeeze,™ should be 2 cause of real gatisfaction.

It :ic evidence of vitality and shows that its leaders

mean busingss. *) i B )

Indeed, it 1o a kind of "Soclal Gospel' yet, it is a
step toward making tho approach-of Christianity to Chinese
nationals less difficult. Its essence is also more of the
nature of the soclal eﬁvimnment from which the missionaries
to China come, which would tend to lessen the disparity be-
tween the missionary and the nationals.:

The war wiich China.is waging against Japan also con=
tributes favorable factore to the mission cause. . Undoubtedly
weak falths will be made strong through trials and herdships
which the war inevitably in€liocts upon the people. The in-
terspersing of Chiristiens:with mon-Christians, in temporary
camps, on the trek, in shops, i’aetsrlea. and in the armies, will
effect & goreading of the Gospel. The Ghﬂsj.!.an na.t}.on_n:ls
will serve as starting points, contacts, through vhich mis-
slonaries can reach others. This relocation of the popu=
_ lation in China will bring about a similar situation as in
the days of St. Paul, which Fastor O. H. Schmidt points out
in the words: "It is noteworthy that Faul visited the main
cities of the ¥mpire. In these larger cities he was sure
to find synagogues, which served him as & starting point

for his mission work, and smong the Jews of the Diaspora

#)Mission lMethods lotes=0. He Schmidt, Lesson X1
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he expected to find people whom he could immedlately in- -
fluence." *) _ .

In his history of Chtkstian missions, latourette em~
rhaslzes the neood for o general disintegration of Chinese
oulture before any great strides might be made by the
Church. Froin what already has been_offera.d. and from the
following words it is evident that ;uoh is the condition

in China today.:

But the breaking down of family, speeded up by the
war,; means the breaking down of Chinese civilization,
for everything in China revolves around the family=--
everything--philosophy, ethics, art, education, govern-
ment and religlion. Exodus and immigration stop at
places of pafety, the Southwest ani the Northwest

of China. Those who do not move & mugt meet those
who move into their province, their towns, and thelr
villages. . . .Customs rigid and static will become
like liquid shat flows. Particularisms and provin-

. clalismsg gradually molt away like ice in the glow-
ing sun. At the same time, there are gods and pro=-
tecting spirits, left behind in temples shrines, now
rising up in smoke under the bombing of enemy's .
planes. The good earth supports them m longer, nor
the kindly heavens hover over them in any more bene-
volence, ‘”") ‘ . L

On the basis of these evidences, does it not seem that
the Iord is creatlne; in China the very conditions which will
be conducive to great successes of the Word among the Chi-
neso nationals? Can Christendom conscientiously fail to
make the most of this factor--in doing the utmost to carry
tho Vord to theseé peofie to the veryextent that opportunity
permits?
| During the past several years of war with Japan, Chi=
na hag bad sympathiers in the allied nations. And now,

#)HMigslon Nethods liotes~Reve O. H. SchmidBJvsson XI
#t) Christian Eovement in China, J. H. Davis, ed., p.15



with Japan's attack upon the United States, China fights
& common enemy with the allies, To strengthen the friend-
mﬁ;u ly relations between Chira and the allies,
especially the United States and Great
Britain, the past year (1942-3) has seenthe resoinding of
the Extraterritoriality rights (with the exception of Great
Britain retaining her claim to the Is:l.an& of Hong Xong) which,
for a hundred years, has caused China "a loss of face."
The extent to which Extraterritoriality played into
the mission field may be gathered from the words of a Chi-
nese writer, Dr. C. K. Wuj

As to the future of the missionary movement in China
one can only speculate. It can be sald, however,
with assurance that it is inextricably linked up with
the sottlement of such outstanding problems as the -
abolition of extraterritoriality, the establishment
of complete tarif autonomy, and the retrocession of
foreign settlements and concessions. All signs
point to the fact that ths mlssionmary movement has
entered & new era, Never before has the movement
faced such a complex situation. Now, probably for
the first time, the “heathen" east in gemeral and
China in particular vigorously challenges the suprem-
ac{ of Ohristendom. In this connection one must

not forget the fact that it was Christendom that
sought the East, and that therefore if the bridge
which 1s beginning to span the civilizations of

East amd West myw falls into & new and wider chasm
it will be because Christendom refuses to change

its vays or its thinking.¥)

Under the regime of Extmt;errltﬁﬂauty. the missionery
was protected. .An act of violence dane to & misaionary
and even to a Chinese Christian could be grounds for de-
mandirng retribution from the Ghinese govermnment. The

®)Living Issues in China-Henry T. Hodgkin, p.139
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The mlsslionary was definitely an international figure,
and hence, involved in the vhole treaty situation:

To the Chinese mind. the VWestern nations are Chris-
tlan; national acts ani attitudes are no less a
part of the Caristimm approach to China than the
work of foreign missions; some of these acts and
attitudes are cited as indirect oprosition to the
standards embodied not only in Chinese classics
but in the New Testament; the missionary's posi=-
tion is, to say the least, ambiguous. #)

What should be the attitude of the mlssionary in re<
spect to his country? Just how will the removal of Extra-
EXTRALITY AND territorislity effect him? Will it
THE MISSIONARY ; R >,

necegsarily make the mission field of
China a treacherous place for him to work? To find the
anever to these questions, it will be of value to.mat_l
what Hodgkin writes concerming this: |

Wie have already .pointed out that ‘the missiomry is
involved in the whole treaty situation. To know
Just how to meet it 1s not easy, and there are wide
differences of opinion within the missionary body.
iy omn view is that Af we come to another country
with the message of Christ, we'should be prepared
to accept the risks involved for property, person,
or family, and that to invoke the aid of ong's coun=
try when thot may involve armed interventlon or
plainly rests upon the threzt of 1it, is out of har-
mony with the truth one is seeking.to mroclaim.
Others feel that mot to invoke the ald of country
under certain circumstances is to let down one's
fellow=countrymen and .to acquiesce in lawlessness
in a way which is good neither for the individuals
concerned mr for the n2tion to which they belong.
what is mainly contended for here is that lssues
1like this must be thought through by the missionary
and that his answer to them is & part of his total
messsge, especilally at a time like the present in
Ghina. In facing them he nseds the careful thought,
.support and strermgth of the home church.

*)I-i.v!.ils Issues in China~-Henry T. Hodgkin, p.138-9



There are simllar problems connected with the
demand for or acceptance of indemmities in casecof
damage to property or life, or ransom when the mis-
slomary is captured by brigands; acceptance of an
armed escort in travel; foreign gunboat protection
on the great rivers; resort to le redress in ocages
of religious persecution, and so farth, on each of
whlch the missionary is at times called to take a
stand., What is his view of the place of. force in
establishing or in safeguarding right? Vhat is his
® nception of the law of justice in relation to the
law of love? what is his experience of God's love
in his ovn 1ife and as a pawer to overcome evil?

. On the answer to such fundamental questions will
hang his action in many cases., No easy solution
can be offered, but again let us remember that we
cannot avold the issue, mr can we regard the
angwer mde as irrelevant to the cembiral purpose
of the missionary's 1ife., The. way in which & number
of missionaries met the Boxer uprising, the record
of foreigners at Nanking in Earch 1927, and a number
of other noteable instances should be studied for
evldencec of the misslonary's spirit in action. The
refusal of a wission body to &ccept an indemnity
for loss of life, the way in which many a miasionary
has gone unprotected into spots of known danger—-
these are imperishable records which maks ‘their own
deep impression in China. #)

There can be circumstances arta-l.ng where a missionary
could J;:s tly appeal to his American citizenship as Paul
did upbn occasion. But ordinarily, it seems that a mis-
sionary would be willing to walve the advantages which
his cltizenship might hold for him and, as the above ar-
ticle suggests: “be prepared to accept the risks involved
for property, person, or family, and thatto invoke thsé aid
of one's country when that may involve armed intervemntion
or plainly rests upon the 'threat. of it, 1is out of hare
mony with the truth one is seeking to proclaim,” The Lord
is with His missionaries, knowing all the evils which beset

#)Iiving Issues in China-Henry T. Hodgkin, pp.149-151



them. His arm isn't shortened; if it is His will that.
‘the misslonaries escape unharmed in times of stress, mo
foroe unier the sun, of men or of the devil, oan harm &
hair of their head. Should the Lord permit harm to be=
fall a missionary, it 1s not for evil, but for good. The
- Lord Jesus Himself had to muffer the agonies of hell,biing
forsaken of God. Yet He gladly did so betause it was the
Father's will., God will el give to the missionary the
strength of falth to bear up under whatever might befall
hlm, : y

During the past decades many important personages in
the political and business spheres of China have come to
accept Christianity, or, &t least, have become very friend-
WERIGINS, ¥ o orum satn

the end of this thesls are se—-

veral names of sudh personsges ani something of their at-
tachment to Garistianity scanned from China Faces the Storm.

It cannot be denied that the testimny of such indi-
viduals 1s of immense benefit to the spreading of the Gos-
pel among the (hinese nationals. FTould it mot be a poink
of vantage to be able to direct the prospective convert's
attention to t.he fact that the highest officials of his
land bave embraced Christianity, at least b:r public con-
tunon. &nd to be able to oite theilr owmn 'om as testi-
mnw of their faith?

Hadasme Chiang's contempt for the wishy-washy Social
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Gospel vhich many missionaries are propagating amorg the
nationals evidences more than a friendlinessttoward the
Gospel. Uadame Chiang, on the occasion of speaking to
a group who had met to talk over the affalrs of the Stu-
dent Christien Yovement, salds :

Cut in West (hine some students asked, "Fhat does

Christianity mean: to you, iadame Chiangt" The same

day a group of women came to see me and ssid, "If

you are & Christian you will be prosperous and.hap=

Py, won't you?" Christianity meant to them a sort

of life insurance, Again and again I have heard

preachers appeal to people on that ground.

: Ve need coursge to show the esssnce of Chris~
tlanity. It means struggle. It means delving down
into one's own heart, changing oneself and the lives
of those around us. In this we shall be doing some-
thing which no other organization can do. #)

(These words express an ackmwledgment of a definite -
lack in the messages of meny missionaries, a dis#ppoint-
ment in, and a disapproval of, this ladk. The words also
raise a question in a person’s mind asto the exact mean-
ing of the iiadam's words. As in the oase of other notables
who profess Caristianity, a definito clear-ocut confession
in Olrist as a personal Savior from all sins and a despair-
irg of any merit or worthiness, .insofsr as self-contribu~
tion is concerned, is lacking.)

For years the officlals have Srowned upon religious
education in sohnols. Leglislation hag been set up u‘:_ror-
bid religione &l in private schools. A regulation which

in the past has been in effect reads as followss

#)China Faces the StormsRonald Rees, DP.47



A private school 1s not permitted to give religion
a8 a required subject; ror is religious mropaganda
permlitted in the class instruction. In schools
founded by religious bodies, if there are any re= .
ligious exerocises, students shall ot be compelled
or induced to participate. Noreliglous exercise
shall be allowed in primary schools, or schools :

of similar grade #)

Spesking in Hankow in February, 1937, liadame Chiang
annmounced the ressinding of the regulation prohibiting
religlous instruction in schoolszand in doing so said
that the Generalissimo would have liked to force this
rescinding through some years ago, but he knew public
opinion was not then in favor of it and that govermment
rogulat ions unsupported by public opinion were inef-
fective. “ﬁ') : .

Generalissimo Ching Kaleshek said in his Good mw_
speéoh on March 26, 1937, in Hankows "I have been a
Chrigtian for nsarly ten years, anl during that time I
have been a costant reader of the Bible." ###) Hig
mossage extols Christ and faith in Girist. Vords tmm_ ,
the Generalissimo's Easter boradcast to the Chiness nation
on Easter Eve, 1938, express the need of stressing an
impraovement of the heart and an emphasis upon spiritual
values rather than outward performances and the em=
phasizing of material thingas, Wiitit)

Making a precedent-breaking visit to the United States

during the curremt year (1943), Madame Chiang was the first

#)China Christian Year Book, 1938-9, P.219
%#%#)The Great Migration-G. 0. Iaoy, ZI) P37
“##)See appendix _ 3
ik ) Bow appendix: “apee Tl E REeN, v -he
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woman, and aspeu:l.a.lly. forelgn voman, to addrosa the
senate. She also spoke in several large c:.ti.ea and nomo
of her addresses were brodoast over the radic. The ap=
peals soundinf forth in her message have been well re-
ceilved ahd have holped the people of the United States
to get a better ploture of hina's present situation.
The Madame's visit, should o unfortunate developments
enter in, without doubt will influence 2 closer rela-
tlonship than ever before between her country and the
United 'states.- the country from wvhose schools she has
rgoalved. her higher education.

There is, howevér, amther side "which must in all
honesty be mentioned. There have 'bGEI-I too many rominal
Christians in public affairs whose lives have been m
credit to the Christian czuse. If they had all been
falthful, they would have given an invaluable demonstra=
tion of tho Caristian wgy of l1life, and that 'is always the
mst powerful pologetic." #)

According to evidanoes available, then, China's at-
titude at present toward the western nations and pa,t.:l.cu-
larly toward the Unijted States is inclined to be favor-
able, an important factor to the extension of missions
in Ohina, However, the pages from China's history are

- full of acaounta in.vwhich she was subjected to inter-

fetlomal intirigue and exploitation. The friendships

*)China faces the Storm-Fonald Rees,p.52
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Which she now holds for this nation could soon be turned
to bitter hatred under the slightest provocation. And
Japan, under careful diplomacy, could do much to aggra-
vate such 2 condition. In this hatred China would have
the sympathy of the Asiatios in general, who have long
deeply resented the white man's ruthless exploitation of
both rescurces and labor, his "arrogant assumption of
Soclal supbriority" and his "unfair discimimtion against
all non-white reces." #) -

-

#*)Northern Hebraska District Hessenger, Nov, 1942,p.&3
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FACTORS 10 BE GONSIDERED FRON THE
EISSION HIZTORY OF CHINA

Outside of "interesting suggestioms" *) concerning
early contacts of Chim: with Christianity, such &s rumore
ed visits of Saint Thomas, Archaeus the archbishop of Se-
leucis-Ctesiphon, Silas the Patriarch of the Nestorians,
énd others, the first reliable evidence of Christianity
%ﬁg&m in China 1s recorded upon & ten=foot high

. stela known locally as "Ohing=Chiaopi,™ and
known to us as the "Nestorian iomument." This stela, ac-
oordiq; to 1ts own 'l".est.imony, was erected in 781 A. D. at
Slan=fu in north-western China. The insoription, contain-
ing more than 2,000 diaracters, written in Chinese and in
Estrangelo, Syriac soript, records an abstract of Christian
doctrine and a brief bistory of the Nestorians in Chinai*)
' According to the inscription on the Nestorisn liomu=
ment, the Christian dooctrine and practice of the Hestorians
were very close to those of the Roman Catholic and Greek
NESFORIAN Catholic Ohurches when their missionaries
CHRISTIANS

' went out into Northerm Europe during that
period when this region was being won over to the Chris-
tien faith. ' ' |
e lioution axtasss Noy d1d the missionaries of
Northern Europe meet with mcdeaa-whargss the Nestorians,
after a few hundred years completely disappeared? . To add
to the wonderment; the Christians in China didn't meet with

#)A History of Christian iissions in chs.na-ummu.ppha-m
##)See Appendix



the opposition common to the early Church in Europe.
In China Christianity had certain advantages that
it did mt heve in the Roman Empire until the time
of Constentlne. The gtate seems to have tolerated
Tor many years and even to have given it financial
support. rersecutions were infrequent ani vere
probably not as eruel as were those that -befell
Christizns in the Roman domaRins, HNestorianism came,
too, not &s a sext whose early adherents vere chief-
1y members of despised and unlettered classes, but
with the support of foreigners who were powerful ‘at
court and with the advocacy of at least some men
vwho were well versed in the Chinese language and
literature. thy was it tiet in spite of these ad-
vantages Christianity disappsared frome one empire
vhile without them it conquered in the other? ¥)
latourette, saying that the answer must be at best
conjectural, gives three factors ##) which he believes
to have come to play in the failure of Christimmity tak-
ing root from the efforts of the Hestorian misgsionaries.
The first reacon given is that “Nestorian Christian-
1ty appears never to have ceased to be peimarily the faith
of a foreign community. Its calef adherents were non-
REASONS FOR Chinese peoples who were residents in the
NESTORIAH
FAILURE #iddle Kingdom under the powerful T'ang
Emperors either as merchants, soldiers, or missionaries."
But without doubt there were at least some Christian Chi-
nese, "for the Nestorien Eomument spesks of mumerous churches
build:h;gs oend of what may have been missionary work among
the Chinese." LlLatourette states that an imperial edioct
of 845 mentions over 3000 monks of Ta=ch®in, "and since

those of Talch'in were slmost certainly Nestorians it is

#)A History of Christisn Eipslons in China-K.S.latourette,

i
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probable that a faly proportion of the three thousand
were of thet faith and that & lay commnity of larger
8126 gupported them." 85till, "Nestorianism seems to
have depended chilefly upon foreign leadership and sup=-
port.,"

Tho second reason, according to Latourette, is that
"Nestur laniem arrived at a time vhen m especial need
for a neow faith was felt." (Vhereas in Northern Europe,
the Roman Empire at that time was marked by a religious
hunzer for which the pagen faiths then prevalent could
ot satisfy. In China, the older pigen religions were
strongly entrenched “and the unfilled gaps were largely
occubled by Buddhism." Buddhism was very moh, missionafy=-
minded and at that time was well estébllshed within the
country,

However, there seems to be another factor which per-
haps was more detrimental than the factor which Iatourette
Places second. "o the average Chingse, Nestorianism
may have appeared to beknother of the Buddhist gsects that
wore o flourishing under the T'ang. The confusion may
heve been facilitated by the use of Buddhist phraseology
by Nestorian translators and by a close assoclation be=
tween some Nestorism end Buddhist leaders. The Nestorians,
in other uofds.. in trying to clothe t.heﬁ faith in dress
famillar to the Chinose, "may have saorificed in part



- 1ts distingtiveness and defeated their own aim." _

As the third reason, Latourette places the distance
of the missionary field from the home body of the Church
and 2l the f'a.ct that the Hestorians waré a mifbrl.t.y '
group in mgt countries and at thelr home ‘base in leso=
potamia were a subject people very much handicapped to
do extensive misslonary work. | '

With the decline of the T'anz dymasty, Nestorienism
as 11:. then prevailled was not able to maintain itself, let
elme to I‘lour.lsh. The next yeai's were bes.et. by strife
and change. then part of their country had been taken
over by the 'J.'artalra. China, already torn by devastation
caused by foreigners, was mt likely to look utlh fawr
upon a tiny group of foreigners endeavoring to spread
&mong them a foreign religion.

At the time of the Folos' visits to Ohina snd during
the Yongol regime Christlan miaai.onar:lea vere even re-
quested. Kubilal Xahn had requested & hundred *) mis-
sloneries--years later only one ¢ame inthe person of John
of Y¥ontecorvino. The current x:;hrasa oo little anl too
late" might well apply here, for after the two hundred and
firty ye.ers daring whlch time the existing government in
China was friendly to Christianity, the next dynasty which
eata’bl:.ehed itsell persecuted the missions enterprise.

Definitely, the lord ﬁaﬂ mede an openirg through the
Folos for Christianity to be firmly planted in China. Ome

##)Some authorities place this figure at two hundred
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s impressed by the invitation wailch was extended to Chris-
tianity--Kubilal Kehn agtuslly agked for missionaries.
It ie seld that the resl purpose for which the Kahn went=
ed the missionerics was reelly not to 'bo come oonverted,
but it was for his om interest and amugement. *) He
wanted to pit these Christien priests against the heathen
priests; he wanted to see mlradles greater t;l'nn those "
which the heathen priests were able to perform. Newr-
theless, it wag an invitation, an opening for the Chris-
tlan religzlon! Sir Percy Stykes writes in his article
In thoe Feotsteps of Margo Polos

"At Aoro they (the $olos) received from Gregory X.,
the newly elected pope, "credertials and letters in reply
to the Great Kaan's messages; alm many fine vessels of
orystals as presents." Moreover, Gregory appointed two
friars to accompany tﬁein. but they srank from the dan-
gers and hardehips of the journey and mever left the
cast. Tmus failed miserdly the greatest_chame that:
ever offered for converting China ad the Far East to
Christianity." #@) g

¥hat heathen country has ever before or after ex-

tended such & direct invitation to the preashing of the
Gospell This ruler did not ask for ons or two, but for
& lundred missimaries! Yet only a few Were:ready to go
and they turned back before ever they reached (iina, With

®)iineteenth Century and After, Fay 1928,
In the Footsteps of Narco Polo=-Sir Percy Stykes



.t.he fallure to supply the missionaries also went one of
tho greatest, Af not the grestest, opportunities to evan-
gellize a heathen nation in the history of the Christisn _
Church} '

John of iontecorvino, a Franciscan monk._uaq the
first Roman Cathollo missionary to reach China, so far
@s history can ascertain. He arrived in Cambulac in 1294
JOHN GF shortly after the death of Kmbilal. He
HONTECORVING : !

was well reo?ived-by the Hew Emperor Ti-
mur, (or Ch'en Tsung), according to his own letters. Fe=
ter of Florence was the next missionary to reach China,
doing so in the 1320'as, spending about three years there.
John of iliontecorvino dled a few years after Feter's viasit:
Commenting upon the work of John, Latourette says: "when
measured by the effect of his 1ife upon his contemporaries
and the succeeding generat lons, he is by m means the great-
est of Christian apostles, tut for a single-hearted dewo=
tion and quiet persistence he deserves to be mnkod with
the foremost poineers of all faiths and times.” #)

I‘ha uext. successful attempt to enter hh:nu wag ag-
complished by John of Harignolli, who arrived in Cambuiac
in 1342,

Concerning other.possible entries oft missionaries
into China &r:l.ng these years and the work which they
aseem to have dong, Latourette writes:

#)A History of Ohristian Hissions in China,~X.S.Iatourette,p.72
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During the nearly three-guarters of a century that
had elapsed between the coming of John of Xonmte=
corvino and the collapse of the liongols it is prob-
able that many more friars came to China than those
of whom we have record. The houses and churches
mentioned in John of Marignolli's report were too
numerous to have been staffed by those whose names
have come down to us. Even allowing for the un=-
known missionaries, however, there had almost cer-
fainly never been many friars in China at any one
time, and these had apparently,béen,supported by the
Crowm or by foreign residents. Apparently, too, they
had ministered largely and perhaps entirely to non=
Chingse, such as the Alans. We know of m0 non=Bu-
ropeans among the clergy and of no attempt to train
any for that office. Vhen the dynasty collapsed and
the mn=Chinese communities were depleted or dis=-
appeared, it was but natural that the Church should
cease to exist. ¥#) -

The next two centuries, with China under the ling
Dynasty, saw the extinotion of Garistianity.in China,

The Jesuits, coming in the latter part of the sixteenth
gentury, report that no certain traces of the Faith were
to be found, W) : \

The question sgain arisess Why djdn't Garistianity
take hold? As with the Nestorians under the T'ang dynas=-
tys Christiantiy had found favor with the lbongols. How-
REASONS FOR éver, Christianity under the Eongols had
FAILURE

less than a century in which to become es~
tablished while the lestorians under the T'ang dynasty
had two aud. a half centuries in which to plant the Faith
in China under the favor of the government. The mission-
aries gent by the far-dlstant lother Ohurch were few and

*)Hl.stnry of Christian iaisaions in China~K.S.Latourette,pp73-4

##)Ibda. sPT5
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scattered and the political vicissitudes Guring the four-
teenth and fifteenth certuries were d!.sastom'ﬁ lw the
handful of Christians in China. The Chine e people !el‘ll-
as a whole, complacently satisfied with the pagan reli=-
glons which existed and comparatively few of them ‘even
heard of the new religimn called Caristianity. .

: And, even moreso than in the case of the Nestorians
under the T'mga “The Christian oomuni.ty vias foreign in
ite membershs.p It probably had :u.ttle success and per-
haps dade 1little effort omong the Chiness." #)

Latouretto ooncludea‘: "re Ghrlst.ianity were ever
to' become 2 permsnent and influential factor in- Chinese
1ife, it could be only t.hrough mvaments moh mre power-
ful than any that had so far appeared." "*) '

The sixteenth century brought miasimar:les again t.o
China; Fronols Xavier, sdnt to ihe Indies to insugurete
the eastern lission of Jesuit. Society. arrl.ved at Goa in
THE Jn.SUIT "= 4n 1543, In 1549, hollever. he went %o
HUISSIONARIES

: Japan and began work tham. He learnmed
that the Japanese had drawn their civilization from China
and he bellieved that .if the Chinese would accept the mes-
sage of Christ the Japanese would be likely f.o follow the
Chineee aleo in this respoot. _ #4) Bup through 4iffi-
culties with the csmmdam-. af. Ha].ma. Don A:l.mo de
Atalde, the son of Vasco Da Gama. m for reama of his
.'?"', didn't went & mission started, aud alm through the

#)History of Christian lissions in (hina=K.S.1atouretts,p.76

##)Ibid., pP.7T
“*)Ibl.d.. PP.86-8
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refusal of the Chinese ofﬁcmls to permit him to emter
thn ontinent for missionary purposes, he was foroed. %o
Nd.do on the Island of San Olan #), near iacsao, where
 he aled in 1552, |
The first permanent mis slon in China 18 a.ooredl.tod
to the zmeal and foresight of Alessandro Valignanl sho
- made arrangements for Chinese language study at lacao
for prospective misslonaries into China., Ruggerius
OOLLEGE was the first to 'f.aké up the study thers, |
. " reaching lacao im 1579, Herd at the College
of Macao, it 1s said that Valignani, depressed by the dif-
ficultios which China presented for its evangelization,
called out, speaking of China: "Oh Rock, Rock, when wilt
thou open, Fook!" ##) : :
In 1582, Ricci, a formeér acquaintance of Valignani,
arrived in ¥acao to begin his study of the Chinese lan~
@1ege. The following yoar both he and Ruggerius obtained
a permenent residence in Chao Ca'ing in the province of
MISSIONARY  Kwangtung md not far from Camton. They
first won the favor of some scholars and
offiocials through Ricoci's aptitude in map<meking. In this
they followed the Jesuitic practice of endeavoring to win
the favor of the upper classes. #**) Because of complica~
t1oms which involved their spreading the Gospel, the mis-
slonaries sought imperial sanction for m!.u:l.onary activities.

#)A Sketch of hinese History-F.L.Hawks Pou.p.91
##)A History of Christian Missions in China-K.S.latourette,p.9l

###)Ibid,,p.93




T

94

They found that dependence upon losal ot!'malq' was not
sufficient, It 1s these missionaries who endeavored to
make themselves less conepicuous by doming the dress of

' Buddhist priests. Finding that unsuccessful, they donndd
~ the garb of the scholars, who wers the socially dominant

group.

These missionaries did not meet with sﬁn success. At
the culmination of years of contimious effort, the oonver'_-
slonp stood at seven and the cutposts mm'bered‘hhreo., Un-
discouraged, however, Ricci went to Nanking and establish-
ed himself there as scon asthe olty was openmed to him (1599).
In 1601 he was permitted in Peking., Here he established him-
self as a scholar and received a stipend fromthe imphrial
treasury. As a result of his efforts here numerous con=
versiona wers brought about, mnd the state of publioc opin-
ion was such that it was possible to administer baptism
openly ad with a good dedl of ceremony. %) -

All was not smooth, however; for some time, the mis-
sion had to labor under the mmor that "the portugnese were
plotting with the Jesuits to conguer the country, that Ma-
cao was stored with arms,and that Cataneo, one of the
missionaries, was to be made emperor." ##)

In evaluating Ricoi's work, Latourette writes:

B e o cmS s

to any other one man, was due that attempt to adjust

the Christian faith to its Chinese enviromment which
wag later to hring about the famous rites cmtroversy.

'jA History of Christian Missions in (hina=K,S.latourette,p.93
#%)Ibid.,p.96
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He apparently saw that if Christianity was ever to
have any large place in China eitler the culture and
institutions of the country must be médified or the
Church must in part adjust its teachings and prac+
tices to Chirmese 1ife. Since the former altermative
geemed, 2t the time, imposalhle, he diose the latter.
Meagured by his ability and achievements, Rlccl is
undoubtedly ane of the greatest missionaries whom the
Church has had in China, %) :

After Ricci, missionaries were caning more frequently
to China. They followed in his steps, 't.ting into oonaidar-
atlon the mcessity to have the god will of'thj'mnrn- _
montel authorities. In this mnner Europem astromomical -
tooks were translated into the Chinese language by mis-
sionaries, ) Ty

In 1616 and 1622 persecutions vere inflicted upon the
mission, compellirg the missicnaries either to flee or,
which the majority of them did, to seek refuge among the
Chinese converts. The cause of these persecutions seems
to have been personal animosities of officials toward
particular missionaries znd jealosies toward Catholic
Chinese scholars, #*#) However, after these years of per-
secution, the Catholic Ifsesion enjoyed several years of
prosperity.

During the first part of the seventeenth century an=-
other factor arose vhich stifled the progress in missions--
the Rites Controversy. Thequestions of dispute might be

placed into three groups:

*)A History of Christian iMissims in China-K.S.latourette,p.98

#%)Tbid., p.10
#88)Tbid. ?



le. That Chinesec word or words should be used for
God? Should the Church take fromthe older classice=
al books the terms Shanx Ti and I familiar to
all Chinese scholars, and give to them a Christian
connotat ion--declaring that “whom ye igrorently wor-
ehlp him declare we unto you? Did these words, on
the other hand, have elther no theistic significance
or.so very little that others must be sought or new
ones coined}

2. Should the ceremonies observed in honor of Con-
fuciue and of ancestors be condemned and Christians
.be forbidden to participate in them, or should they
be regarded as mot having a religious significance,
or at least none contrary to Christian bellef, and
80 be tolerated? Or could the missionaries taks
stikl a third position, and while condemning some
features, permit converts to perform tho rites with
modifications and trust to the Chrisgtian conscience
:Ivlengually to abandon or still further to modify

em? .

3« Bhould Christisns be permitted to contribute to
commnity festivals in honor of rmon-Christian divini-
ties? Could messes be sald for the souls of the non=
Christian ancestors of (hristians? Could priests, in
administering the sacraments to women, omit those por-
tions of the ritual which most offended the Chinese
sense of propriety? Sipuld the Chinese converts be
made to conform immediately to all the Catholic cus-
toms and dootrines as practiced in Europe, or should
they only gradually be introduced to them? #)
The questions were taken to the Emperor K'ang Hsi
in 1700 by the Jesults and secured the statement from him
affirming that “the tf;onora paid to Confucius and to the
o
ancestors were purely.2 civil and political character md
‘were in no wise religious. He also affirmed that the sac~
rifices to T'len (Heaven) were not to the visible heaven,
but to the Bupreme Lord, Ckeator and FPreserver of Heaven

and earth and everything that in them 1s." ##)

#)A Higstory of Christian Hissions in China=K.S.Latourette,pp.133-4
“#%)Mission History Hotes-Dr, F.Brand, Rites Controversy



The papal decision on these mtters rsjootod the
Jesuitic stand of follom.ng Ricci's example in mdnmtion
and accommodation.s The bull Ex g_ die issued hy Glnlmt-
XI in 1715, taking this stand confirmed the bull i.n 17#2
anl brought the controversy to a close so far as the Catho~
lic Ghurch was concerned. Yet, the -effects of -the contro-
versy have been for reaohing. for, as aha.ll be seen .‘la.ter.
it entered very much into the.Frotestant camp-ﬂon oausus
difficulty w:.th:l.n our own Ohlrch. o) 8 | | :

The controversy brought a.bout the dhp:laa.me of tha
Emperor, leaving the way open ror further pemmmtlon.

and mturclly retarded the progress of missions, Iatourette's

comment upon the controversy is:

It is conviction and the sense of muea not to be .
found elsevhere which in the last analysis must 51w
the Church a permanent place in the community, an

Af the distinctiveness of 1ts message or its loyalty
to truth as it seés it be compromised, its vitality
cannot but suffer. The papal decisions made.the win-
nirg of nmominal adherents more difficult, but they
te to lmep h the standards of the Ohnrdz. ‘Na=
mbers were sacrificed for vitality. #*

The first part of the nineteenth century was marked
by the beg.tnm.ns of Frotestant iissions in China, Iq
September of the year 1807 lbbort lorrison, coming from

START OF % Iondon, beocame ghe offictal translator or
PROPESTANT
MISSIONS . the East India Company in 1809. Hie gpaaa-.-

o8t contribution to the Chinese missions waa a translation
of the Bible into Chinese. His edition was imperfect,

) |

‘)&o lnsalon History Notes-Drs F. Brand, Term Qnuuon
##)A History of Christian Missions in tmna. P.155



yet, it was the starting point of the efforts m«n oven-
tually gave to thina the present verasion. Ib!ﬂ.nn l].so
¥acilitated the study of the Chinese language by a dle-
t%om in Chinese wh:l.-ch he prepared.

. Not many years after liorrison translated the Bible
into the Wenll dlalect it was found that the Wenll trans=-
lation was not satisfactory. As & result, plans were
mede for another varsion to be called the "Delegates’
Bible", the Delegated' Version., This version was pub=
liched in 1862-3. Here also the term question entered
in. Morrison had ueed. Shen whereas ths Delegates' Vere
sion employed Shang T4 for God. ;

The Bible t.re.nelat!.ona go far were in the Wenll, which
meant that the aversge Chinese was mt able to use it, since
the Wenll speaking people were by far in the minority, this
form of Chinese being used omly by the orﬂ.o'laila‘ln the
law courts. Nandarin, on the other hand, extends over
nine-tenths of the (hinese Territory. A man from any
part of that vast region using Handarin dialects can tra~
vel and trede throughout the entire territory without hav-
ing to change his dialect. Iandarin is spoken by more
people than any other language in the world, English mot
excepted. It 1s not exaggeration to say that forv. every
two persons who speak Fnglich, there are three who speak
Mandarin." %) Trenslations, then, were made by Medmrst

*)Mission History Notes=Dr.F.Brand, Bible Translation



(1857), scherescnewsky (ahout 1875), Peking group vere
mﬁ. & very careful verslon based upon Hedhurst's ver- l
slon (1870), and New TesWMs by Grifrith John (1886)
and Blidget (1889).

' Dr. Brand comments: "As a result of all the trens-
lations am of ‘the Venll trenslations there was & chaos
in the missionary circles produced by phe various Bibles
anl various torms, and the Christims were' confused. The
conviction grew that a new standard translation into the
Handarin would have to be made. This was known as the
"Union Version." +) |
iy In 1890 a 1arge missionary gathering declded upon a
Union Version in three d_!.aleot.s-—-high \_’lonll. low or easy
Wenll, and Mandarin. The first was completed in 1900,
the second in 1907 (on the centemary of Morrison's arri-
val in Quina). A decision was mde later to have only
one alassic t:-ans].ation (Wenll.). This edlt.lon was pub=
lished in 1919. The th:.rd. or liandarin ‘l'as completed and
published also in 1919. This versl.on is considered to
be the standard translation to the present tmo. Con-

" cernirg the term question, Shang Ti 1s used for God and
m for false gods. ) :

The term question to this day is not a 'olou_d issue
in China. In the st 1t has hindered the progress of
missions through the mry oont}mve:-hm 1t has provoked.

2?1;51011 History uof.ee-br. F, Brand, Bible tnanauon
1d.
A History of Christian !usd.ons in China-Latourette,p.375



It was a big obstacle in the way of progress m the trans-
_lat.lon of the Bible, delaying an already slow and tedious
Process. 4nd, if great care is mt taken, it still can
lead to discord, misunderstanding and dissention. |
During the pre-depression years, the missions enter-
Prise, including buildings, cateciists, a goodly portion
of the (rinese Christians, aml the orphanages and hos-
pitals oonducted by mission societies depended virtually
gntlrely upon the funds which can-e from soross the waters.

The Western Church was brought over from Europe and
America and set up in much the same way as the Wes=—
torn bank, factory, college and shipbuilding yerd.
From the pressure of economic nedds and ocultural
standards, these institutions had to conform to their
surroundings. The Church alone, by reason of its
foreign subsidy, was mot obliged to adjust itself

to indigenous standards and has made few adapta=
;;ort:' 8 gc)» the culture and ecomomy of its new environ-

However, with the coming of the depression of the first
half of the 1930's new factors presented themselves. It
was a spudden blow to the missions when, with scarsely any
notice, the accustomed fumis upon which missions had to
depend were cut off. The subsequent excerpt presents
the predicaments which this sudden absence of American and
Baropean funds created:

The dvastic withdrawal of mission personnel and funds
singe 1931 hes deprived many Christian institutions
of the management and subsidies necessary to main-
tain them at the degree of effiolency required by
the original investment. In meny fields there are
expensive plants and equipments whose future super-
vision and up=keep are endangered becsuse of pre-
vious disregard of the economic resources of the en-
viromment. In the beautiful granite building of the
music school of a women's mission college in Korea
atand:: seventy-five planos, the gift of generous

‘#)The Egonomic and Soclal Environment of the Younger Ch'es,p.76
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Western Christims for the cultural training of
Korem girls., The care of this costly equipment
muzt fall primarily on the missionary teaching -
staff, and in view of the type of culture of Korea
and tho grecat poverty of the people it would appesr
that the future of sudh a college 1s definitely
bound up with the cmtimuance of the mission sup=
port anl migsion personnel. *#)

In this excerpt two factors are evident. The first
emphasl zes tho need for an indigemous Church in China.
What tragic circumstances arise out of failure to plan
missions with self-upkeep, self-support, in view. The
second factor serves well to show waat lack of foresight
can do, what waste can take place, from mot consldering
the environrental conditions of the natlonals.

The building of an indigemous Church in China 1s a
factor which will prove its worth in times to come. It
has met with successes in many f!.eida elsewhere already.
é%ﬁggmus “The fact that great independent churches,

-~such as the Church of Korea, the Batak
Church of Sumatra and the Karen Church of Burma, have e-
merged in the face of these diffioculties (the depressed
economic conditions of Asia), furnishes indigputable
proof that the rural churches in Asia can achieve a high
degree of financial independence in spite of the severest
handicapg,™ ##*)

A plan of merit for an indigenous Church is the Ne-
vious Plan #%%#), by which the natlonals themselves, under

%)The Econ. snd Sooclal Environm. of the younger Churches,p.76
ﬂ”,nm.. p.ﬂ -
#9%)Migsion Methods Notes-Rev. O.H.Schmidt, Lesson X



. the careful and disorete supervision of the mission=

aries; build the church. It belongs to them for they

' themgelves have provided for its existence; thay are a

part of it. Their church 1s mot a foreign enterprise in-
to which they have been compelled to enter amd to fit.
The plan stresses concentrated Bille study from the start
Tor every member of the group and the encouraging of the
nationals from the start to be concerned with all the pro=
cesses inyolved in the function of a Christian congrega-
tion. The missionary is the least permanent element in
the structure, the Yord of God is the most. Under this
program, tne mlssionary is ready to step out vhenaver

‘the nationals are able to continue without him, "rightly

dividing the word of truth.” #) To this end it 1s impera=
tive that nationals be trained to be teachers and pas=
tors, yet with all care, for it has been shown what poor
leadership in the church can &, |

An unwise and indiscriminate usage of foreign monies
hag caused much 'gr.’n.er for missionaries., A veteran mission-
ary writes:

The money factor was prominent very early in rural
evangelistic work. It became a trap into which the
missionary walked. His first act in starting a church
. in a new town was to buy a plece of land with
FOREIGN a house on it. It cost a pittance in foreign
KOKIES values, but the purchase was & powerful lure
: to the people of the community. The man who
80ld the land promptly became & Charlstian and stood

ags a trstee of the property. le grew yegetahles on

#)2 Timothy 2, 15
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the land, ran o shop in the house and falled to pay
the mission rent: This was known by tho neighbors
who despised him for it and aloo despised the mis=
Blonary. . . «The missionary's congregations were
largely "ecooked up" for the oceasion. The communi=
ty heard by under=ground routes of his coming anithey
packed the churche. The people gave him & wam wel=
comey gladly took his moriey, and after he had left
went on-living just as before. *)

The author of The Ecomomlc Sod Sosial Euviromment
of the younger Churches, ir. J. H. Davis, has the fol=-

lowing to corntribute toward this subject:

Within a year I have heard in geveral of the coun=
tries of eastorn Asla the remark, "I sometimes wish
We could begin all over again with .a different use
of foreign money." ' This was not the comment of young
missionaries but of veterans in the light of a

tion of offort to establich the Church of Chriat, Be=
hind this comment is the realization of & neglect

of elemental laws controlling growth of power, in-
centives to action, self-discipline and self-re-
spect. In this area are found the mainsprings that
control the development of the infant Church m less
than that of ths infant child. It 1a as futlile to
expect an Indian, Chinege or Japanese Church to de-
velop more than a flabby, uncertain life, on the bas=
1s of a gencration of externmal support, as to ex=-
pect & strong men or women to result from a similar
course of tresatment. The same mrinciples are in-
volved and the same laws in cach case are broken.
With the infant Church an indefinite period of finan=-
clal support i1g a further neglect of law; bedduse:
the Church is. composed of :groups of mature persons
who have made more or less satisfictory adjustments
to their environment, while the human infant has to
spend its first decade in making these adjustments.
It 13 true that the new members of the Aslatic
Church are babes in Christ and may reguire a long
period of spiritual murture before they are able to
cope with their moral and spiritual environment,

but they are by no mesns babes with respect to their
economic enviromment, and to trsat them as sudh 1s
to do them and the Church a serious injury. %)

®)The Eoon. anl Sooial Enviromm, of the Younger Churches,p.5
#2)Ibid., p. 35
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The need of good leadership oannot be stressed too
strongly. The importance of this factor is shown in the
expressions of various men of the sects who lament over
LEADER- poor lesdership in the flelds where their

~ dthurches are conducting missim work. J.
H. Davis says in a paper prepared for the Tambaran meet-
ing, December, 1938:

The Chinese thought-world during the last thirty
hears has been umier the influence of pragmatism,
instrumental ism, neo-realism, humanism, naturalism,
and agmosticisn, and scme of the leaders of thought
have been products of Christian institutions. All
this is mt completely due to the spirit of the
times. The real cause of this is still the inabili-
ty of the Church to hold and educate its best talemnts
until they become equal in intellectual th and
standinz with the most powerful intellects outside
the Chwrch. %)

Iho Church in West China (II) reports:

Next to the war, the most frequently blamed cause

of poor church attendance was poor pastoral leader-
ship. The Survey Team could mot possibly have acquir-
ed a first hand knowledge of the character and abill-
ty of the men who are in positions of leadership in
the churches. The lament was so repeatedly heard
that it could vt be igmored that there was a gen=
uine dearth of capable, well-trained men in the minis-
tr¥e ¢ ¢ « There would be m value in listing the
‘specific complaints made agalnst the pastorsj they
rarnged all the way from their lack of educational

ba s through lack of ministerial training and
depth of religious eoxpverience and preaching ability,
on to laziness, dishonesty, gambling and drunkenness,
using opium, the want of ambition or a program, and
back to the ever recurring addiction to the tea=
house habit. « « « 0.0 of those complaints was that
Pasioral 1o Tot wilah they OHGE Jon Heb- o, mave
pas o or ey 0 v}

trained Chinese successors, and.that these mission-
ary pastors simply do mot get hold of the local

%)The Econ. and Soclal Enviromm. of the Younger Churches,p.22-3
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People to carry responsibilities of Church member—
ehip. So long as foreigners remain pastors of :
churches and a0 long as most of the pulpit preach-
ing is done by these foreigners, so lmg does the
church remain a foreign exotic institution in the
conservetivae section of the country vhich retains
something of i1ts anti=-foreign bilas. - ;

At this point there was some mutual complaint
between missionaries and their pastoral colleagues
that there was no gemuine sharing btut 2 lack of -
57 hln nlssionssy coilossse: "M 18 pary gukiTs
o 8 misslo co e: e is very g
but he has ™ oOrganizimg ability." Sometimes the'
unformulated statement (which missionaries have been
known to make of themeelves in other parts of the
country as well as in the west) seemed to be that .
the missionaries were floundering, that they simp=.
1y did not know what to do in the situation in
which they found themselves tnd the Church, that
there. was no constructive program on which:6 all could
pull together. #)

So far the Lutheran Church has been fortunate in this
regpect. Tho cureful education of its clergy has had its
results. Yet, "etornal vigilance" is needbt_‘l here also==
as well as constant Etr.tving for improvement. : .

Another factor which comes into play which also 1is
™t 80 likely (Yet 1t is possible!) within the Lutheren
circles is the preaching of.social gospel. Chinese mation=
als lhem'aeivés'raoognisa this factor and lament over it.
Hadame Chisng attacked this very promouncedly in a meseting
with a group conecerning the affairs of the Student Chris-.
tian Movement. %*) The Generalissimo aleo alluded to it
when he, in his Easter Ive broadoast (1938) eaid that it
takes more than an outward reform, that it takes an inward

change of heart, to change a people for the better. #)

#)The Great Mgration and the Church 4n West Caina~Lacy,pp.19-21

%%)8ee page 81
###)China Faces the Storm-Fonald Rees,p.23

s




An interesting development which seems to be meeting
vith gratifying results is manifested in a report given
by J. M. Davis:"

During the last decade in China there has appeared

& new type of Caristimm leadership that has & power-
ful appeal to Chinese psychology. A group of evan=-
gelists, unrelated to eny mission or organized church
has been going up and down China calling the people
both Christians ani non-Christians to repent of their
glns anl to turn to Christ. 7The response of the Chi-
nese to these modern “John the Baptista" has been-
remarkable, lMost of these men were mission-trained
breachers md evangelists, but have severed thelr re-
lations with the foreign workers. A secret of their
povwer is thelr intimate knowledge of the Chinese
mind ani heart und their message plays on these ob=
Jectives with great skill. An amasing result of
this purely national (hristian approach is the ef-
fect of their messsge upon the pocketbooks of the
Chingse. Large sums of money foar the maintenance

of these expensive campaigns are ralsed with compar-
ative eage from Chinsse Christians who have diffl-
culties in supporting their own churches. %)

This report slows that it is rmot necessary to resort
to the preaciing of soclal gospel, to preaching social
reform and economic reform, in order to reach the hearts
of the Chinese na=tionals. Evidences of gooial gospel
breaching are manifest in some form or another in prac-
tiocally all the literature which comes from the pens of
sectarim missionaries. The various survey reports sub=
mitted by thé different Christian missionary orgsnizas
tio 8 are lamentubly saturated with such evidences. The
above article is submitted by a sectarian who, in report-
ing this work of evangelization, himeelf gives §estimony

#)The Econ. and Social Enviromm. of the Younger Ch'es,pp.47-8
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.of t.h_e all=-sufficlenocy of the lord--that the Word of God,
with the fire of its Law anl the comfort and peace of its
Gospel, is the nsceszary clement in mission work.

Another factor has appeared out of a crisis. This
factor reveals what can be accomplishéd by the Church in
taking adventsge of opportunities vhich present them=
selves. During the terrible flood of 1931 along the
glllgogl\rb‘.. Han River the Hankow missionaried did splen-
: 4ld wrk in providing relief for the stricken
People who took refuge in and near Hankow.

In 1934, & new station wag founded at Simakow, Hupeh,
some seventy-five miles morth-west of Hankow., Ocoa-
slon to open this station was the bleseed result of
large~-scale missionary relief efforts of our Hankow
migslonaries in 1931, when a disastrous flood of the
flmn River occurred. The Han River drove ihousands
of refugees to Hankow. Several thousands were ga=-
thered up at a camp near iHankow called Black Hill.
Synod dld much charitable work among them and ore=
ganized schools. Vhen camp was closed, the mission-
aries baptlzed 386 Chinese cmvertss i‘l.met all

of these returned to thelir homes in the follogxing
‘year. MNew contacts were established with them in
1933 and then the wonderful blessings of God were
manifested. Large mumbers remained faithful and some
better educated men opened up schools of their own
in which our luther's catediism and Bible History
were used. W)

~ %)imission Hlétory Notes=Dr. F. Brand, Hissourl Synod.china '

-
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CONCLUSION

Out of the missionary practices amd programs of the
past ages comes understanding for missionary prectices
anl programs for the future. With a careful study of all
factors which in any way influence the missionary =md his
Work and an earnest, persistent striving to rectify faul-
ty peactices, to use what haa proved of value, to make
preparation to meet amti=-Christim tendencies of whatever
nature they may be, can one not reasonably expect for the
future greater headway under God's blessing? Is not this
the only manner in which an effective mission program can
be formulated ani put into practice?

History has formulated the best times for large-scale
mission efforts, times of stress, times when governments
are friendly toward Christianity, times when the founds~
tions of cultural inheritance are shaken. #) History al-
80 has showm the results of such times béing ignored by
the Church. The lord permits such opportune times to be
consumated when those entrusted with the spreading abroad
of God's Vord fail to make the mod t of such propitious
times. Will a person cling to Christ in true falth who
has no knowledge of the devastatfion of sin, who holds no
concern of his soul's salvation, who delights in the rell-
glon of man, made to appeal to the depraved nature of man?
Could the Church think of sending scores of missionaries
into a country when an actively athestic government has the

%)Higtory of Christien Kissions in China-latourette,pp.44=5
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power of the sceptre? And without the FWord of God, can
& person leorn of Jesus iho has saved him from sin and
destruction?

In 1929, Latourette, perhaps the greatest of Misaion
History historians, sets forth the idesl conditions for
Christianity's opportunity in China, stating also the ex-
tent to vhich the Church must go to take advantage to the
fullest of such conditions, siould that time come:

Since Christianity necessarily runs counter to so
much that is an integral part of Chinese culture and,
if its inward spirit is caught and its essential ex=-
perience shared by many of the Chinese, would large-
ly reshape that culture; since, mreover, it has be-
come identiflied with certain ecocleslastical amd doc-
trinal systems that are alien to Chinese experience,

. 4% 18 obviocus that in hina it can have no easily
won triumph, It can succeed only by brirging encugh
forces to bear and for a sufficient period to work
a2 revolution. This necessitates, under the mst fa-
forable circumstances, the presence of of
earnost representatives of the Christian soat~
tered over the entire country and working for cen=
turies. The nominal conversim of the Roman Empire
wag carried on from within and involved winning a much
smaller populction than that of China, and yet requir-
ed over three hundred years. The decldedly super—-
floldal conversion of the peoples of Northern Europe
was achieved by missionaries who had all the pres-
tige of 2 superior civilization and who were often
backed by the authority of the state, and yet was
accomplished only in about a thousand years. It
would be an expericnce utterly new in human history
if the Chinese race were to be won even to & nominal
abeeptance of the Christian faith either quickly or
easlly. The progress of Christianity would be great—
1y hastened if China should be brought into intimate
contact with peorles vho are professedly Christian and
it would be still further hastened if that contact
weré to bring about any general disntegration of Chi-
nese culture. Christianity would then come with a
certain amount of prestige and would find less solid
opposition from existing institutions. If this weuld
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situation should arise, Christianity would be han-

@Qicapped by the inconsistancies of the nations who

professed it, tut it would have a great opportunity

to bring its essentizl message to China and to in=
fluence the reshaping of Chinese clvilisation, In
other words, should such & condition ever confront

Christianity, it would face onme of the greatest

opportunit 1es and challenges of 1its history. #)

Various evidences are inmlicating tiat the lord is
Placing before the Caurch still another opportunity in
Gina, placing before the Church a challenge in the form
of China as an open field., Dare the Church igmore it or
slight 1t? God 1s ot mocked; He does not permit oppor-
tunities to go unheeded indefinitely. Sufficient is the
evidence from History to show that such periods of re-
ceptivity are extremely ephemeral .

A few missionaries in Gh.lna can M@llm hlt a
corresponding amount of work since the oapacity of a per—
eon is definitely limited, even in the glorious work of
spreading the Gogpel. After thirty years of mission work

by the Kissouri Synod there are sometairg over 700 com-

' municant members. The largest mumber of lLissourl synod

missionaries to be in China at one time is nineteen. At
the present there are twelve Chinese missionaries, several
of which are in the States at present. ™*)

It follows, then, that, Af results are to be obtained
ina an increasing degree, more and more workers, partiou=
larly nationals, will be needed to carry on the work unkil

*)History of Christian Missions in China-Latourette, pp.44-5
##)Iutheran Anrmal, 1942 :
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the Lutheran Church in Chim 1s indepéndent, able to car=
Ty on by herself. | ' i

To this end,; more seminariss will be needed, or the
present one expanded to far greater proportions than at.
Present; in order to produce well-indoctrinated, capable
pational paat.ora’ at a rate many, many times greater thah
at present. _

But to accomplish this, the first and greatest need
at the present time is to send missionaries, not merely
five or six, but many more, send them regularly as the
opportunity to do so presents itself=-until China is able
to toke over this work, satisfying the demands out of her
own ranks,

This calls for appeals to be made to the Seminary
facultles of Synod, to’ volunfieers from the seminaries’
student bodies %o enter into the foreign mission work,
and to Symod at largo for an ever-increasing stress om -
the support of mission work.

For this campaign to conquer heathenism in Chima,
the program to be followed 1s contained in the Geography
and History of that country. The factors which the Geog=
raphy of China presents reveal the detalls of the field
of aot.iqn. The factors which. the History of China pre-
aenta; re:vaals the method of attack, the pitfalls to avoid,
and the urgency of the campaign "while it is yet day."
The weapon, of course, 4s always and only the GOSPEL of
our Iord Jesus Christ:







THE NESTORIAN HONUM

The Hestorim lonument is a famous archaeoclogical
stela, krown locezlly as "Ching=chiaopl," erected in 781
A. Do ab Sian-fu in northwestern (hina., It records
the introduction of Carlstianity into the Celestial
Kingdom by Hestorian Missionaries in 631.A. D., under
the name of "Luminous Doctrine." The celebrated tab-
lot was erected at tho zenith of Nestorian Christianity
in China, It diseppeared during the religlous and po=
1itical upheaval under the Empcror fu-tsung who issued
an edlot against Nestorianism and Buddhism about 845 A.
D.; tho upheavnl 13id the city in ruins, and al:o. mark-
ed the decline of Chrlstianity in China, although in
the thirteenth century iarce folo refers to Chinese
Chrigtians as still maintaining their faith. In 1625,
workmen digsing in the Chang=ngan Suburb uncovered the
valuable record ani 1t was restored by Father Semedo,
s J. The firast translation of this insoription was
publishod by Father Kirchen, 3. J. in 1636. Doubts
as to its authenticity were raised, among many others
by Voltalre and Renan; but the charges of a "pia
frauda," laid to the Jesult brotherhood, wersa dis=-
proved by rere iH. Havret, 9. J., in his exhaustive
work, "Le Sidcle Chrdticn de Si-ngan=fu" (1895).

The stela which 18 ten feot high and weighs two tons,
with a cross carved at the top, was re-erected, im-
bedded in a black miche, and long stood as one of a row
of five memorial teblets, exposed to the atmosphere, in
the enclosure of a ruined temple. About 1891 a shed -
was bullt over 1t, but in 1907, the priceless monument
vas entirely unprotected when a Danish explorer, Fritz
von Holm, visited Sian-fu to try to procure the tab-
let in the interest of sclemce. In this he was unsuoc-
ceasful, but he obtained a perfect limestone replica
which was brought to lew York and placed as a loan in
the lusesum of Hatural History (Metropolitan ugeum of
Art). In 1917 it was placed in the Lateran ‘Falace at
Rome. The local mandarins caused the original tablet
to be remcved to the "Pellin," an historical museum of
stone records near the south gate of the city, where

it mw stands safely »rotected under a foof.

The inscription conslsta of mre than 2,000
characters, Chinese, and Syriac (Estrangelo). It
records an abstract of Christian dootrine and -
also a bit of record councerning the Nestorians. Ac-
cording to the monument record, the Hestorim Mlsslon-
aries arrived in 631 and settled in Ch-ang-an in 636.
fhis is the ancient name for Sian-fu. In 638 an imper-
lal decree was igsued stating that Olipan, desoribed as
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@ Ferslan Pricst from Tats'in, beardng sacred books
and imsges had arrived in 636; that he had presented
a form of religlon which his majesty the Emperor T'ait-
sung, an eminent ruler, had closedy examined and found
to be gatlsfactory in every particular; that henceforth
it would be permissible to teach this new dooctrire
Wwithin the borders of the empire. The establishment
" of a church and momastary, to be served Im 2l priests,
bullt in the "eourt of juetlice and peace,” was author—
ized. The Emperor's portrait was to be placed in the
church. 4 deseription of the Emperor's virtues and
of the work of the church is added, The Syriac For-
tlons vhich bring the tablet to a conclusion give the
‘name of the relgning lestorian Patrianch an Hanan ;
Ighua that of Adam, Bishop of China, tho names of the
clerical staff and of 67 persons, including 61 in Chi-
nese, the majority designated as Friests.

The following 1s a trunslation of-the doctrinal por-
tlon of the inscription: S

"Behold, there is One who is trie and £irm, who,
being.Uncroated, is the Opigin of theé origins; who is
ovor Incomprehensible and Invisible, yet ever myster—
lously existing to the last of lasts; who, holding the
Secbet ource of Urigin, created all things and who,
bestoving existence on all Holy ones, is the only un-
originated lord of the Universe,~-is not this our
Aloha the Triune, mysterlous Pergon, the unbegotten
" and true Lord? ; j

"Dividing the Cross, le determined the four car-
dinal points., Setting in motion the primordial spirit
(wind), He produced the two principles of Nature. The
dark vold was changed, and Heaven and Earth appeared.
The sun and mnon revolved, anl dayand night began.
Having designed ani fashioned all things, He then cre-
ated the first man and bestowed on him an excellent dls-
position, superior to all others, and gave him tc have
dominion over the Ocean of oreated things.

“The original nature of Ean was pure and vold of
all selfishness, unstained and unostentatious; his mind
was free from inordinsate lust and pasalon. ihen, .hov-
evor, Satan employed his evil devices on him, Man
pure and stainless (nature) was deteriorated; the per-
fect attainment of goodness, on the one hand, and the
entire oxemption from wickedness, on the other, be-
came impossible for him.
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"In consequence of this three hundred #nd sixty-
five different forms (of error) arose in quick succes-
slon.and left deop furrows behind. They strove to weave
nets of tho laws wherewith to ensnare the innogent,

Bome peinting to natural objects, pretended that they
were the right objects to worship; others deniéd the
reallty of exlstence and ingisted on ignoring the du-:
allty; scme sought to call down blessings (happiness-
Or succesas) by means of prayers and sacrifices; others
agaln boasted of thoir own gpodness and held thelr fel-
lows in contempt. (Thus) the intellect and ‘the thoughts
of men fell into hopeless confusion; and thelr mind
and affections began to toll incessantly; but all their
travall was in vain. The heat of their distress became
& peorching flame; and, .seelf-blinded, they inoreased
the darkness gtill more; and losing their path for a
long while, they went astray and became unable to re=
turn hone again. :

“lhereupon one Ferson of our Trinity, the ligssiah,
vho 18 the luminous Lord of the Universe, veiling His
true lajesty, @ppeared upon earth as a man. Angels pro-
claimed the Glad Tidings. A virgin.gave birth to the
Holy One in Ta-ch'in. A bright Star'announced the bles-
sed event. JPorslans saw the splendor and came forth
with thelr tribute. :

"Alfilling .the 0ld Law as it was declaraed by the
twenty=four Sages, He(the Hesalah) taught how to rule
both families and kingdoms according to iis own great
Plan. Egtablishing His liew Teaching of MNon-2ssertion,
which operates silently through the Holy Spirit, another
Person of the Trinity, He formed in man a:capacity for
well=loing through the Right Falth. Setting up the -
steandard of the eight cardinal virtues, He purged-away
the dust from luman nature and perfected.-a true charac-
ter. Videly opohing the Three Constant Gates, He brought

to 1ight .Life and abolished Death. Harging up the bright .

Sun, He swept away the abodies of darkness. All the
evil dévices of the devil were thereupon defeated and
destroyed. He then took an oar in the Vessel of lieray
and agocended to .the Palace of Light. Thereby all ra-
tional beings were conveyed across the Gulf. Eis migh-
ty work bein: thus completed, He returned at -moon to
His original position {in Heaven). fThe twenty=-seven
standard works of His Sutrae were preserved. - The great
means of Conversion (or leavening, 1.e., transformation)
vere widely extended, anl the sealed Gate of the Blessed
Life was unlocked. His Law is to bathe with water and
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and thus to cleanso from all vain delugions and to
gu-lfy men until thoy regain the whitennss of thelir
ature.

*(His mindstors) corry tho Croos with them as a
Sign. Tnoy travel about whorevor the sun dhines and
try tor reunite those thet are bayond the pale(l.0 .
thooe that are lost)., OStviking the wvood, they pro=
clajim the Glad T4dings (13%., Joyful sounds) of Love
and Charity. Thaey tum coremoniously to the Fast and
pagton in the Inth of Lifo and Glory. They preoserve
the board to show that they have outward works to do,
vhilast they shove the crovn (tonsure) to romind them~
solves thot thoy have m privete colfish deoires.

Thoy koop neithor mole nor fomnle alaves. sutting all
men on an equallty, thoy moko no distinetion between

the noble and the mean. 7Thoy accwmlate noither pro=
perty mor vealthy hut glving all they possess, thay

8ot 2 good example to others. ihey obsorve fasting in
order that thoy wpy subdue "tho imowledge” (whick defiles
the mimd)e Thoy keop tho vigll of silence and watd=
fulvees, ao that thoy may observe "tho ivedepts.

Seven timco = Agy thoy meot for worship &nd pralse, and
e2ppostly Lhey offor prayers for the 1lving & well &8
for the dead. Lnoe in peven dsys thoy bave a “sacri-
fice without the oniawl® {2 bloodloss saorifice).

Thus eleansing their hemrts, thoy regein their purity.
This cver Irue mnd Unchanging tay is mystericus and

is almoot Azpossible to name. But ito meritorious
oporations ore oo brilliantly manifostod that we make

mw effort nnd czll it by the rame of “"Tho luminous
Religion.” _



v

CHINESE INFLUENTIALS WHQ HAVE
BEFRIENDED GHRISTIANITY
Taken From

Shina Faces The Storm, by Fonald Rees

Sun Yat-gen was born in 1866. Iiis father was a
chriagl!%i poasant. He seems to have had an imperfect notion
of all that is involved in being a Christian., But whereas
many public men in China are at least alleged to have lined
their own pockets, I have never heard Dr. Sun accused of
any interest in making money. In fact, he died a poor man.

Drs Sun pays homage to the ideal of kindness and love,
mot self-assertion &nd conflict; ke recognized what Chris-
tian schools and hospitels have dome, and is ready to learn-
from othera that China may roturn to her true spirit, which
should be the spirit of all peogles-. He says: Kindness
and Iove are 2lso part of China's high morality. In the-
past no one discussed love better than Laotze, His "love
without discrimination" is the same thing as Jesus' “uni-
versal love," %

W, a friend of Dr. Sun Yat-sen, Wwas:a
slnessman. He and his wife were warm-hearted
Christians and active church members in mm he being
a cal preacher" in connection with the t Epls-
copal Church. They had three sons, well known as T. V.,
To L., and T. A. Soong, and three daughters who married
respectively ir. H. He K'ung, Dr. Sun Yat-sen, and General
Chiang Kai-ghel:.

Good storiles are told of the elder Ilir. Soong's evan-
gdlistic zeal. One tells of a young missionary who had re-
cently arrived in Shanghai, who was called on at short m-
tlce to give an adiress to students at the Shanghal Y. W.

C. A, on a sunday afternoon. r. Soong was asked to inter—
pret for him. The young missionary proceeded to discourse
on intermational relations, but after a few paragraphs,

Mr. Soong, bzsing his remarks on John 3, 16, gave the stu-
dents a strong Gospel message on his owm account. His daugh=-
ter, liadame Chieng Kai-shek, adds another sidelight on his -
thristian activities. "y father,” she sald, “"establiched

& printing press in thanghal to publish the rewvolutionary
writings of Dr. Sun Yat-sen, and for several years his press-
@8 were kept busy printing for the Bible Soclety the Go“u-
pel which is the most revolutionary book ever written.

-




K'ung, brother-in-law of the Soongs, minister of
finange 1933 (succeeded T. V. Soong) s a direot des=
Sendant of the sage Confucius (K'un Fu~tze). He is the

* and chalrman of many philanthropic and social insti-
tutions. He founded a Christim secondary school in Taiku,
province. He is 2 member of a loocal “ongregational
church there. He serves on the board of two Christiam unie-
yersities. iadame K'ung graduatdd from Wesleyan College at
Hacon, Georgia.

Nadame K'ung's sister W the wife of
Chlang Kal-sbe:fs graduated from tiellesley College with high
honors. She is one of the lights in the Hew Life Hovement.
She was baptised into the Hethodist faith and is a very
active Christian. A great influence on her busband, she

31’.5 @s his irterpreter (in Englich) and his personal ad-
sor,

M_m_!g_x;_h_s%gm became a Christisn under the
influence of Caristian friends. He married a seoretary of
the ¥, W. G. A, In Peiping, and has carried on a glna-t deal
of evangelistic work in the armies he commanded. 8 80l=
diers were noted for good discipline. Some, however, have
oriticized the part he has played in political life as &
kind of Christian warlord.

The following 1s an excerpt from the Easter Eve broad-
::.29 ;.g the Chinese nation by the Generaligsimo Chiang
H

"In recent years during my epare time, in the midst of
stremocus work, I have mit:.agd several sooial movements,
among whichthe New Life liovement has met with some suc=—
cess. lotwithstanding, I feel that there is a tendancp in
the movement to stress outward performsnces at the expence
of improvement of the heart and to emphasize material things
to the neglect of spiritual values. Wherein lles this weak=-
ness? It is because some misunderstand the New Life liove-
ment, and merely adopt 2 new form of conduct without begin-
nipg a new spirit within., The result is that such per-
sons act only under an outward urge and drop back to their
former state of inertia when the urge is withdrewn, 4s a
matier of fact, clvility, rightecusness, integrity and mod=
esty are all a part and parcel of a new spirit within. On-
1y those who truly manifest this new spirit within may be
8ald to have the New Life. Iwould, however, make this fur—
ther contribution todsy by adding that if we wish to realize
the virtues of the New Life Movement, we must have mot only
& new standard ani spirit of action, but a new imner life.
in order to possess this new inner life, we must have the
spirit gf universal love end the will to sacrifice of Jesus
Christ.
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Spiritual Conception of Good Friday"--Chiang Kal-
el o g, S5 Eitual Conoeption of o

day speecn on liarch 20, 3

: Without religious faith there can be no real understand-
ing of 1ife. Iaith in the cause of a revolution 1s not un—
like religous faith. without Paith, human affairs both great
anl  small are difficult of achlevement: Often when face to
face with oppositon and possible danger we mortals are prone
to retreat and to abanion our work half-way, .Such lack of
confidence in ourselves is often due to the absence of a
. strong religlous faith. :

r 5 I have now been a Christian for nearly ten years;.and _
_-Guring that time I have been & constant reader of the Bible.
Never.before has this sacred book been m interesting to me
a8 durirg my two weeks' oaptivity in Sian: This unfortunate
-affair took place all of a sudden; and I found myself placed

under detention without & single earthly belonging: From
my captors I asked but ome thing, & copy of the Bible: In
my solitude I had ample opportunity for reading and medi-
tation. The greatness ani love of Christ burst upon me
With new inspiration, increasing my strength to struggle
against evil, to overcome temptation; am to uphold righteous-
neas. I am indeed grateful to all my fellow=Christians who
contimelly offered prayers on my behalf, I was deeply
cmsoious of a strong spiritual support, for which I extend
my hearty thanks to all Christians, ami to which, before
gg:dau today, I testify that the mame of God may be glori-

The many virtues of Christ I cannot possibly enumerate.
Today, being Good Friday, I merely wish to éxplair some of
the lessons I have derived from the trials of Christ. His
utterances fro: the Cross are our spiritual 1mentgn«.
Entreating forgiveness for Iis enemies, He orled: _TFather,
forgive them: for they kmow not what they dos~ Truly great
18 the love of Christ! . In all my meditations-I found these
:hmghta recurring snd providing me with rid -spiritusl sus-

enance,

To illustrate, I am going to recount some of my ex-
periences at Sian. Before I went to Shemsi on my second
trip I-wasdlready conscious of perverted thmghts and un-
usual activities in the army there. I had previcusly re-
oelved reports of intrigues and molutzma‘gambunga that
were threaténing to undermine the unity of state.
‘immedliate associates tried to persuade me to abandon the
Journey, but I replied: "Now that our country is unified
and the foundations of the state established, the commander-
in-chief of the armies has responsibilities for direction
and enlighterment from which he dare mt withirew, Further-
more, I have dedicated my soul and body to the service of
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 the Btﬁte and there can :
personal aaratﬂ» @ can never be any conslderation of ny

focording to the record of the New Testament, when
Ohrist entered Jerusalem for the last time He plainly knew
that danger was shead, but triumphantly, on an ass, He rode
into the city without anguish, without fears. ihat great=
ness.. that courage: In comparison, how unimportant my
1ife must be. o vhy should I hesitate? 2

¥y fondness for my troops has always been as great as
the love botween brothers, and this love drew me into the
heart of the rebellion. Such. disregard of danger in the face
of duty caused deep comcern to the government, worried the
.people, and for this numerous prayers were offered by Chris-
tian friends. In the midst of it all my understanding in-
ereased and my love multiplied. : '

Tollowing my detention my .captors presented me with
terms and demands, with tempting words of kindness, with
threﬁt.a ofviolence and torture and with public trial by
the "People'’s rront." On every hand I was beset by danger,
but I had no thought of ytelding to pressure. Iy faith in
Christ inoreaged. In this strange predicament I distinot-
1y recalled tho forty days and mights Christ pagsed in the
Wilderness withstanding temptation, Iiis prayers in the gare
den of Gethsemane and the indignities heaped upon Him at
Hls trial. The prayers le offered for His enemies upon the
Cross were ever in my tioughts. I naturally remembered the
brayers offered by Dr. Sun Yat-sen during his imprisonment
in London. These scenes passed vividly before me again and
again like so mny pictures. Ly strength was redoubled
to resist the recaloltrants, and with the spirit of Christ
on the Cross I was preparing to meke the final sacrifice at
the trial of the so=called "Feople's Front." Having de=
:::-:ma upon this course of action, I was comforted and at

8Ge . 3

Following tho sobtlement of the Sian affalr, the rebels,
knowing their unwise and treagonable agtions, were natural=
ly afeaid. Remembering that Christ enjoined us to forgive
those who sin against us until’ seventy times seven upon thelr
repentance, I felt that they should be allowed to start life
anew, At the game time I was greatly humbled that myowm
‘faith had not been of such quality as to irfluence my fol-
lowers and to restrain them.

‘Ever @ince training the cadets anl launching the ex-
pedition, I have repeated to my followers these two prin-
ciples: 1. On detecting the slightest selfishness on my




part, or discovering plans contrary to the interest of the

. sountry and the people, any one may accuse me of gullt and
Put me to death. ", Should my words ard actions betray lack

of truth and good falth, or indicate departure from the

rewlutionary cause and prineciples, any of my subordinates

- Ay take me for an enemy and put me to death. I honestly

believe that these two sayings were prompted by sinserity

2nl grew out of my religious faith. They are in line with

the apirit of the love of Christ and the forbearance and

. Bagnaninmity of Dr. sun Yategen. .

The 1ife of Christ reveals a long record of affliction
and constant persecution. lis spirit of forbearauce, His
love, and illo benevolence shine through it all, Ho more
;:},‘1’:1"'1" lesson has come to me out of my Christian ex=

ce. :

Dr. Sun Yate-sen was a Christian, anl the greatest
thing he received from Chrigt was love--love for the sman=
clpation of the weaker races and for the welfare of oppres~
Bed people. This spirit remains with us and reaches to
the gkies. I am an ardent follower of the revolution, amd
although my fajith in Dr. Sun at the outset did mot appear
to have any religlous significance 1t was similar to &
religious faith. ror this reason I becsme & follower of
Dr. Sun and his revolution based on San idn Om I.

Today I find that I have taken a further step and have
become & follower of Jesus Christ. .This makes me realize
more fully that the success of the revolution depends upon
men of faith, znd that men of character, because of their,
faith, camot gacrifice thoir principles for personal safe-
ty in circumstaonces of diffioulty and orisis. In other
words, a man's life may be sacrificed, his person held in
bondage, but his falth and spirit can never be restraine.
ed.  This is due to confidence brought about by falth.

On this Good Friday these reflections are ours. For such
is the importance of faith in the rewlution, and faith

that I have just sald represents my spiritual concep~
tion of Good Friday, interspersed with a few facts out of
my own experience. .I offer them as a testimony and not in
any sense to exalt my own worthiness and achievements.
I take this opportunity to extend greetings to the Cen=
tral Gonference of Eastern Asla of the lethodist EpiscopAl
Church and to express my thanks to Christians everywhere for
thelr earnest and continued prayers on my behalf..
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