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in the Unlted States on a large scale and is called crop
rotation. In this way the s me orop 1s not gzrown in the-
same earth consecutively, resting the ground in this man-
ner, different crops requiring different proportions of the
elements from the soil. The Chlnese take very good crre -
of their land, constantly fertilizing it with refuse of all
kinds. 4As already has been stated, the large territory of
the yoellow earth, the loess highlands of the north-east
central provinces, is of such richness in fertility that
very little fertilizing is necessary. Edg-or Snow writes.

in Red 3tar over Chlna:

The wonderful loess lands, whlich cover much of
Kansu, Shensi, Ninghsia 2nd Shansl provinces,
acoount for the marvellous fertility of these
reglons (when there is rainfall), for the loe:a
furnishes an inexaustible porous top=soll tens
of feet desp. Geologlsts think the loess is or-
ganic matter blown down in centuries past from
iongolia and from the west, by the great winds
that rise in Central Asia. Scenically the re-
sult is an infinite varlety of gueer, embattled
shapes = hills like great castles, like rows of
mammoth, nlcely rounded scones, like ranzes torn
by some giant hand, leaving behind the lmprint
of angry fingers. %) ;

The Chinese farmer must work hard and long in order to eek
out a sufficlent supply of foods from his tiny plot of ground.

In many areas 3,000 psople and 1,000 domestic
animals £ind thelr sustenance on a singlesquare
mile of land. In other areas over 4,000 people
may even be found. These figures cannot, of
course, be compared directly with the densely

#) Red Star over China, Edgar SnoW.



populated regions of Europe where the population is

fed on rted foodstuffs. Taking China as a whole,

there is rather less than o.4 acre of cultivated land

per head of the population! #)
This does ot mean that the lands capable of supporting
orops have been completely absorbed by the populations of
China. Edgar Snmow urites: "“ind yet the North-west 1s by
o means & hopeless country ;conomically. It 1is not over=-
populated; much of its land is very rich; it can easily
produce far more than it can consure, ani with an improved
irrigation system parts of it might become a "Chinese U=
kraine'. " ##) In addition to these lands, there 1s a vast
amount oi"acraage which has been rendered useless by bury-
ing grounds. L. D. Stamp in hls gevgraphy of China writes:
“"on the whole it is probable that about half of the possible
area of China proper is cultlvated. Of'land which is pur-
posely and designedly wasted, cemcteries are responsible for
a large part. The well=known Chinese veneration for ances~
tors often results in the best land being given up for bur-
1al purposes.” %) A feow sentences from Gunther's Inside
Asia will portray the drudgery which is the lot of the
Chinese farmer.

The 1ife of China is the life of the land. At least

eighty-five percent of Chinese are peasants; most of

these are small tenant cultivators, though conditions

vary province by province. Wheat and millet are the

staple orops in the north; rice in the south. There

are very few ! estates anywhere, and as a rule the
.tenant-r!or pn?:i)gi.etor--holda Juat.'aa mich land as his

#) Bhgia=L, D, Stamp
##)Red Star over China-Edgar SmoW, p.210
wiit)Agla~Le D. Stamp, P.463-4
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famlly can ocultivate, which is something over an acre.
Statistics are scarce, but I had it from competent
authorities that the average income of a small farmer

is probably under $100 (Chinese) per year; that is 316,
Us S« If a landlord 1s a bad landlord, it- means farst
that he 1s an absentee, second, that he takes more tham
fifty percent of the crop as rent. The small landlords=-
tenants also=--pay preposterous taxes, especially in
remote provinces like Szechwan where war lords have
collected taxes many years in advance.. The agricultusal
debt is enormous=-s0 enormous as to be incalculable.
Two things I motlced, as any observer wlll motice them.
First, the Chinese peasant is so close to the soil, so
stecped in the soll, that the very color of his face

is that of the soil. ©Second, grave mounds. By Chinese
convention the dead are burdied in hummoks on the sur-
face, 1wt deep underground. These hummocka stud the
fields irregularly, and 1t is sald that four percent

of Chinese agricultural land is uncultivated, out.of
respect for the mound-like graves. %)

Since farming is the chilef resource and chief industry

in China and the far greater part of the population:consists
of farmers, the status of the farmer has its significance.

He 18 the center of the economlc structure of the country.
The extent of his backwardness will be felt throughout the
nation. The nation cannot advance, cammot raise its standard

of living, Af the farmer 1s to stay uﬁon the "eé@mmic pla-
tesu" which hag been his lot in the past. Up to the present,

not only the farmer's religious scruples but aleo economic

pressure upon the farmer bave held him in his poverty.

A tragic circumstance common to the farmer in all eastern
lands is that he and his .ocoupation form the base of

the pyreamid of the national economlic structure. Upon
this bage to & larger degree the life of the nation
‘rests. General wages, the cost of living, the cost

of the products of agriculture and the price at which
the farmer sells his labour. The economic pressure

upon the agriculturalist is relentless, for the per-
sonal interests of all the other olasses of the povu-
lation, and especially those of the great industrialists

#)Inside Asia-J. Gunther, p. 171
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and exporters, combine to hold him down to the near
subsigtence level. ¥*)

The agricultural regions are chiefly the Great Plain
of north-castern China, the velleys of the Hoang and Yang-
tze Rivers, and the fertile "Red Basin" of Szechwan Province.
Tho Hoang River valley has a dlimate very similar to that
of the American corn belt, with hot summers and cold winters.
The Yangtze River valley 1s of a hunid, semi-tropical nature,
with 3500 days of growing season. IV compares favorzsbly with
the climate of the American cotton belt. The reinfall in
these sections 1s_haa.vj.est. in labé winter, spring and sum-
mer, when the orops most meed 1t. there irrigation is neces-
sary, the Ghinese are past masters of this pz;a.ctice. There
is usually water available with China's great number of ri-
vers. It is said the Chinese can do everythirng but make wa=
ter £low up hill, If 1t must be transported to a higher
level, they carry it by means of pails,by means of vater
wheels run by Atre'ads. or they make streams furnlsh their
own power to ralse the water to the desired height. The

_1and.s. on the slopes are terraced, from bottom to top of the

slope. Terracing holds the molsture, prevents erosion and

. furnishes more land available for cultivating. In 1931 a

disastrous flood of the Yangtze River brought devastation
of homes and property to thirty one million people. This

‘mge mumber of people affected by the flood reveals mot

only the hardships to which these people are exposed, but

. #)Economlcsal and Soclal Enviromment of the younger Churches,p50



also the deziaity of populetion in this region. In the wvale
leys of the Hoang River, farmers must dyke up the river.
In many places the river bed actually is much higher than
the lands cultivated because of the enormoms &mount of silt,
the yellow, rich earth which settles to the river bottom.
Artificial banks which as a rule are made of earth reinforc-
ed by stalks of sorghum gtiard. the vaters of the rifer. How=-
ever, the barriers'xraised by the people to hem in the po-
tenblal destruction often prove sadly inadequates:
In the year 1884, vhen the Yellow River last altered
its oourse, as on a previous occasion in 1851, it was
the occaslon of terrible disagter. In the former case
it was suddenly diverted to the north, carrying ruin
with 1t, while on the latter occasion 1t found its way
southward by devious routes to the sea, iIncldemtally
destroying thousands of towns or villages ani drown=-
ing probably tens of thousands of persons, who were
awept away like ante under a rain spout. *) ,
Famine and disefse which soon run rampant in such conditions
add much more grief to these already sorely strickeybeople.
For this reasmn the Hoang River 1s called "the Chinese
gorrov. " 3
Othor causes for famine, besides flood, are droughts
due mainly to the. irregularity of the ralnfall, locusts,
typhoons and earthquakes. The.famine area of China in-
clude the provinces of thensi, Shansi, Honan, Shantung,
Hopel, and a part of Jahol. Eallory in his survey of famine
conditions reports that "A study recently completed by the
Student Agricultural Soolety of the University of Nanking
brought to light the surprising and signifiosnt faot that

between the years 108 B. C. and 1911 A. D. there were 1828

”)“Pliﬂ of Ghl.na-A.H. mth’ P-15



famines, or one moarly every year in some one of the pro=
vinces. Untold milllons have dled of starvation." #)
Hallory shows that, a;ltﬁoush the elements have to i:sa con=
tended with, most of tho disastrous effects of famines
could be removed by proper land conservation, flood con=
trol, redistribution of the population, =nd better trans-
portation facllitles. 2

. Steps have boen taken toward striving to eliminate
the flood menace. The government (before the war with
Japan) began afforestation, a measure whidh should have
been taken scores of years ago. In the Nanking di'strict
2long two and & half million trees and five ond a halv
million saplings were planted in the spring of 1936. Around
¥#75,000,000 was expended from 1931 to 1936 in bullding dykes
and embankments along the Yangtze, Hoong and Hual Rivers
and in dredging and irrigation in North China and also
in improvements along the rivers in South China.##)
"The intensive efforts in these directions have contribut-
ed to the improvement of flocod control and the a2bundand
crops, ''e#)

Further difficulties with which the Chinese farmer

mugt contend are summed up in The Egonomic and Soclal En-

Yiromment of the Younger Churcheg:

Other general ecomomic factors contributing to the de-
pressed economic condition of the farmers of Asia

need no more than be mentioned; vis. the overpro-
duction following the World War of many staple products,

#)China Land of Famine-Walter H. Mallory, p.l
#%)See: Chira Faces the Storm-Fonald Rees, P.2f
it ) Ibid.



auoh as cot.ton. mbber, coffee, t.ea, eapra, sugar and

tobacco; the trend among meny nations to be self-con=

tained in production; the consegquent ralsing of impos=-
slble tariff walls; the susceptabllity of the Oriental
farmer to climatic changes and his inability to tide
over disastrous seasons; the universal suffering of
the tenant farmer from the absence of modern laws
governing tenancy; and, Tinally, the increase in the
cultural and economic wants of the rural areas of the
world, because of the growth of litoracy and faclili-
tles for transportallon.  Some eighty percent of the

Christlans of Asla are struggnng m.th these adverse

conditims. ®)

China's main orop, of course, is rice=-a2round 80 per=
cent. of the total crops. There is also grovn mulberry
(because of the silk industry~--silk worms feed on the mul=-
berry leaves), tea, corn, soy beans, millit, wheat, tobaceco,
cabbage, Bugar cane, and cotton. .

The Chinese are vegegarians primarily, but not always
by choice. Their small plots of ground do mot permit the
reieing of large livestock. Beef 1s almost unknovm, and only
the rich few eat pork, chicken and duck regularly. Fsh
are quite common and especially to those who make their
homes in boat-houses on China's many rivers.

China ﬁas one of the. richest cozl reserves in the
vorld, over & million miliion tons, half of uhich 1s an-
thracite. This coal deposit is 150 times that of Japan,
HINERAL six times as great as the supply of the
RESOURCES

Britigh Isles, and five times as great as
thot of Germany. Thore are workeble coal flelds in each

of China's provinces and two umusually iarge depositas

#)The ﬁoommlo and Social Enviromment of the Younger Churds e8,p.51
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in the provimces of Shansi, ;Ifope!!. and Honan Ain northern '
China, and one in southern Chima in the province of Yu-
nan which extends into neighboring provinces. The north-
ern deposit 1s three-fourths of China's total reserve
whereas the southern deposit is one-fifth tho reserve.

The remaining reserve, then, 1ls divided among the rest

of the provinces. Ohing, too busy to provide for its liv-
1ihood to utilize its resources, presents & paradox: In
some regions people are burning roots and stalks for fuel
when they are dwelling sbove rich coal deposits!

In precious metéls Chine is not so fortunate., How=
ever, there are platimm mings in the Ynan reglon and
gold deposits in Manchuko. She does possess a falr sup=
ply of necessary metels; tin, copper, type and babbit met-
als, iron and tungsten are found in Yunan and neighbor-
ing provinces. Over 60 percent. of the world's antimony
comes from (hina, the bulk of which comes from Hunan.
Most of China's iron comes from the vicinlty of Hankow.
But there are also deposlits of iron ore 1ln the anthracite
fields of Shansi, Hopei, Bhantung and lanchuria. #)

. Industry is just beginning 1n China, t.hat. is, modern
industry. There were iron and stesl minss in the Yangtze
Valley cltles of Hanyang, Wuchang and Hankow, which pro-
INDUSTRIAL duced amund 250,000 tons of iron anmally
GHINA _ before the occupation of that v.tcinity by
Japan." And China still produces iron and steel in small

#)gee: Asla~L. D. Stamp, D.454~6



quantities from mny scattered unidentified localities in
ocoubvied China. *) Other industries are textilo (cotton

and sllk), tea=-curing, and egz-drying. China knows nothing
of the elght hour day, anti-child labor laws, or living
wages such as laborers in this country enjoy. Concerning
the labor situation John Gunther writes:

'  Until 1938 not less than one=half of all Chinese in-
dustriel workers lived in the Shanghal area. The
average wage of the seml-skilled was perhaps 15
(Chinese), per month, that is about $2.40 (!) at the
present rate of exchange. A twelve hour day 1s the
rule, and 15 to 163 hours are mot uncommon for piece
work., Children may begin work at the age of five or
glx, and are delighted to get this early start, so
terrible is competitlion for exlstence. The great
mills are mostly Japanese owned, and in them contract
labor ig in force. 4n eggent called the "sub-con~
tractor" goes up-country, buys a group of girls from
their parents--perhaps for a fee of 3§30 (U. S. #4.80)
per girl for thice ysars of work--and tihen sells them
to the factory. He 1s more than the middlemen,. how=
ever; the girls remain technically in his charge. '
They pay him their wages, until his 330 is pald back-=

'which may be never. This system cannot be rivaled
for pure viclousness. The girls are in effect slaves.
British and Chinese mllls are better run, with conw=
tract labor not allowed; but the fact that they are
"batter" does mot mean that they are very goocd. A4
rudimentary trede union movement exists, and is
groulng stronger; thore were frequent strikes in -
1937 and 1938, *%) ;

#)Sees China Christisn Year Book, 1938-9
The Chinese Year Book, 1940-1
#%)Inaside Asia=J. Gunther, P.170
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GEOGRAFHICAL FACTORS WHICH ARE HIEAWA!&‘!A(;@IIS
TO WMISSION FROGRESS

Yor the past decades mission work as carried on within
this country, in Canada and also elsewhere in this hemig~
phere was done for the most part among those people who
g‘g’ﬁ'ﬁ}f‘% were a.cquairrt._ed with Christianlity to a great-
POINTS er or lesser degree. A point of contact, a
connective muclous environment, was laready eé;c-aﬁlia!;ad among
those people. It was a mtter of seeking out and g;athenng
together those one time members of the church, organising
then into & gongregation. After this was done, the pro=
cedure of actlon was mot & great deal differert from that
of the average pastor. In mosi cases the people with whom
the misslonary dealt were of the same natlionallity; there
were no langusge difficultles that had to be overcome, few
adjustments to be made, if any, in regard to customs, en+~
vironment, or traditlon. The standard of living of both
missionary and the people among vhomr he was working was es-
sentially the pame., IExcepting for the South ismerican mis-
'signs.' the nissionary could reasonably expect that he re-
turn.t.o the home of his parent&’l.‘. brothers or sisters not
less often than cvery few year§: True, there were hard=
ghips to be encountered, many of them, and there was mich
work to be done and there still 1s. Eut yet, there vere
racisl and ervirommental voints of contact which are lack-
ing in mission work among the Chinese people.

It has been mentioned above that the people of this
country and its neighbors were acquainted with Christianity

to a greater or lesser degree. These countries have been
exposed to Christianity at least to some extent ever gince



