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mart71'dam at Chaloia 1n Greeae-. ••• Uethod1ua .18 lmom ohletl.J: 

as the antagon1a_t of' Origen; althouFa as baa-been pqintM 

out, be wa hmelf' innuenoisd 1n DO SllBll degNe b-y thf 

method of Or1gen. as may be seen b7 his tendenoy to all;e­

gorioal interpretations of- Hol7 SOJ'lpture •••• Ria wrlttnga 

against Pol'Ph'Yn. with the exception ot soma alight trag,. 

menta.. are loct1 aa aM a:teo bis exegetioa1 \11'1t1nga. •40 

Thero are Dine quotations ot the Apooalnae 1n the eztant 

writings of Uethodiua.~ I shall here give onl7 one- c1tat1cm , 

horesn.And that the Word• when He wae incarnate. became Vir.gtn. 

in the same way as He vas ob:lef' Shepherd an,d oh1ef' prophet 

ot the Church• the Ohl! at ... posaesaed Jolm abQWS us. saying 1n 

the Book ot Revelation.1, 'And I looked•- and, lo• a tamb stood 

·on tbs mount Zion, and with Him an hulldl'ed tortJ' and·f'ou 

thousand; having His name and His Father's name vritten 1i1 

their foreheads, And I heJrd a voice f'l'CJD heaven, aa the voice 

of ll2SDJ' waters,. and as the voice Of' a peat thunderJ and I 

haard the voice of harpers harping. with tJ,..eir. harpa1 and the7 

sung aa it were a now. song bef'Oro the t~one1 and bef'Ol'e the 

four beast~. ·and the elders: and no man. could learn that song . 

but the hundred and 1"ort7 and· f'OID' thousand, vhloh_rire i,I• 

d.Gemed from the earth., These are the7 ,mioh vere. not defiled 

\11th waaen.; ~or they are virgins-. These aN they who 1"ollow 

the Iamb wb1thGrsoever He goeth• •-'1 

Ba.mes neatl7 sums up the. prece41ns ft'idenae thuaa 

40 • .Ante-H1cene Fathe•-; Vol,., n, p.a0Vf'f'. 
41. lbld.1 p.313• 



• 

81. The auth01' calla himself Jrohn» ev1dentl.J' w1th· the design 
o.t repi-eaentlng h1msel.t aa the apostle of that name, a1noe 
his revelation to the ohurohea of ,Aaia Wnor 1a suoh aa • 
llhe Nla~1on o.t the Apostle John was, and because the name 
• John.. unless theztct was a~tb1ng to qualify 1 t, would 
naturall7 be understood as Nren1ng to tho apostle ot 
that name. . · ·· 

2, The tact that John lived at Bpheaua, and was •11-lmown 
to the seven chUl'ohea 1n Aala IJ!J101'. 

3. 'l'he f'aot that he lived to an extreme old age - to the 
time when the book na supposed to have been written. 

4. The fact •that there was .a perseoution 1n the time or 
Dam1tia11, when this book was auppose.d to. have been vitten. 

s •. li'avornble conclusions derived tram a oomparioa 111th the· 
aolmnledaed \Vl'1.t1nga · of John, the Gospels and the thNe 
Epistles ;■48 

42. Ba1'1les,. op. cit., Int1'0• p.10-. 



. . s. !1'he Refutation of the Clb~eot1on~ the ~I 
drltioa as ~0 the Aposto lo M ot the 4:oa1:ypae. 

'l'he fir,t witness the doubten BWIIBOII. to theh- a14 

in oatabl1sh1ns their position ia Caius, a preab71;er at RClll8 

\'lho flolll'ishod about 210 A.D. ~e passage f'l'01D his wr1t1Dgs . 
which le11d some to think that he rejected the Revelation or 
s~. John is aa foll0\'181 "And Cer1~thus also, mo b7 h1a revel-· 

at1ona, as 11" tl1'1tten b7 same great a.pm tle, imposes upon us 

inonatrous relations of things of his omi invention,, aa ahcnm. 

h1m b'7 an angel, sa7a._ 1that after the res'llr1'8ction there shall . 
be·a tGrrestrial ld.nadm or 'Chi-ist, and that men shall live 

again !n J~r115alem• subject to se~sual desires and pleasure■• 

And being an ene1q to tho divine ScriptUl'es,. and desirous to 

seduce ll'lBDldnd_. he says there will be a term of a thousand 

yeors spent in nuptial entertainments.•• !l.'h1a 1s alleged to 

refer to Rev. 20, 4-61 11.And I saw thl'ones, and they sat upon 

them, and judgmGnt was gi van unto them; and I sa\'I the souls 

of them tha.t gore beheaded 1"01' the witness or Jesus, and tw 

the Word of God, ,and vm1ch had not ,1omh1pped the ~east, 

neither his ilrage,. no1ther had received his mark upon their 

forohe11da,. or 1n their handsJ and they lived and reigned with 

Oh1'1st a thousand years. Bllt the Nat or th a dead lived not 

again until the thousand yecrs \181'9 finished. '.l'h1a ia the 

first resurraat1on. Blessed and hol7 is he that hath part 1n 

the t11'8t resUl'lweotionl ·on such the second death hath no pcnntr, 

but the7 shall btt priests ot God and or Ohl'lat» and shall relp 



with h1m a thousnnd 'J'8&l"B•n J3arnea• tilth hie usual persp1ou1t7, 

rems.rim t 110a1ua na opposed to Cerinthus and his v1e\"l81 and 

hence opposed to the pl'Ova111ng doctl'1ne of Oh111asm• ozi the 

doctrine of the Millenium, tho.t Christ shOUld reign peraonall7 

on the earth with his saints a thousand 'Jeaw. It ,ua-,be pos­

sible that Cer1nthua may have forged a work pNtending to be 

ot apostolic origin, 1n which these dootl'inea WN att1naed. 

'l'he views refel'l'ed to b7 Caius as held b,- Cer1ntbus are not 

the v1eva which aN found in Revelation chapter t\"18nty. He 

apoke of a 'terrestrial kingdom of 0bl'1stJ • that 'men would 

reicn again 1n 3erusala/i thct the7h\Y011ld be aubj~ot • to 

sensual pleasuNsJ' that •tho tel11D. of a thousand ye&l'S would 

be spent in nuptial entertainmenta1t None o~ these opin1cma 

are found 1D the Book ot Revelation as w now have 1t.n43 

Furthe~nore, Oe.1us calls the book •Revelations• in-
~ /I .I\ . 

stead of Revelation •• Q 1T O K rl.. /\ V y! I j .... a.a it la 

genorall7 called• farhapa Caius was nferr1ng to a different 

work fl'om that ot John., possibl7 a fOJ1go7.7, fOJI ~odoret 

111'1tea •that Cer1nthus forged certain Nvelationa am if he 

himself' had seen them, and deolarea that the kingdom of the 

Lord 1'1111 be esto.bllshed on earth.• 

lls.onzsius of Aluandrla 1a the moEt :lmpol'tant or the 

ancient objectors to the apostolic origin ~r the Apooalnse, · 

al though he oe:rta.1nly did not de~y its inspiration. D10DJ81US 

was a pupil or Ol'iP.D• and was na de bishop of Alexandria 1n 

248 A.D. It la 1mpol'tant to note that D1onya1us oppoaed the 

43. Barne•• op. oit. •· Intro. pp.11.1a. 

. 



as. 

Apooaln,se on dogma tioal grounds. As he olaima •. ha •414 not 

underotand it;" eapeoiallJ' the dootr1ne ot the m1llemd.um 
I 

Tlh1oh he thought it pla1DlJ' taught. li'al'thor• he bellned tba 
. . 

author of tho A~ocal71»sa to be another John• posa1blJ' John 

tho ProsbJter. Se• see that D1011J's1us la unlike Caius• 1iho 

OPl)Osed the Revelation as a forsePJ b7 Cer1nthua. C&ius 1a 

reckoned by Bp1phan1us as one ot the "Alogi•• who presumab~7 

were thoso Who rejected the \Yl'ltinga of John aa caming fZ'Clll 

him• and attributed them to Cer1nthua. But let us t'Ul'II to 

the Ecolea1aat1oal Histol'J' of Eu.seb1ua onoe more» Tho Id.a• 

torian quotes D10DJ'a1ua as followal"aame Tlho were beto1'8 us 

have uttorl7 rejected and oon:tuted this book, or1t1c1s1Dg 

evel'J chapter; showing it thl'ough~t unintelligible and 111• . 
conaistent; adding, moreover •. that the 1nap11'8t1on 1a f'alae,. 

forasmuoh as 1t 1s not JOIID•a; DOI' is a revelation whio}l 1a 

hidden under so obscure and think a va!l of' 1gn0l'anoe ••• and 

this not onlJ' no_ apostle, but not so mu.ch as B.nJ' hol1' or 

ecolea1astioal man was the o.utl1or of this "1'1 tins. but that 

Cerinthus. f ounder ot the heresy oo.llod attar h1m the Cerin­

thian• the better to recommend bis omi torsel'J'-. pret1zed to 

it an honorable no.me. Por this they say was one ot bis par. 

ticular n~ions., tba t the kingdom or Ohr 1st should be earth]J' J 

consisting ot those t1'.J.nga wh1oh he himself..- a oamal. and sen­

sual man,, most admired,· the pleasures of the bell7,, and 1ta 

oonoup1soenoeJ tlmt 1a,. e"ting and drinking,. and marriages 

and for the more decent procurement ot these• teastinga 8114 

sacr1tioea a11d ala.ten ot ,r1et1ma. But, tor 'ltl7 part, I 

dare not reject tlle book, s1noo manyhof the brethren have 1t 



in 111Gb eoteemJ but_ a1low1ng 1t· to be above rq unde'l'utand1ng, 

I suppooe :lt to contain throushout some latent •and wondertal 
I ' 

mean:tDG; f'or although I do not underatand 1t1 I SU81!90t there 

must be some proaound meaning 1n. the wordaJ • not aaaU1'1Dg and 

judging these• things bJ' Df7 own reason,. but asor1b1ng 'JllOlle tQ 

f'a1th1 I esteem them too aubllme to· be OOIIIPNhended b,- ••••• 

I do not deny,.· thon, that his name 1a John, . and th1a 1a Job_n'a 

bookJ tor I bel1ove it to be ~e work of' some hol7 and. 1nap:l1'8d 

person. Hevel'thelesa• I cannot eaa117·srallt h1m to be .~• 

apostle• the son of r.Gbedee1 brothe~ of James. whose 1a the 

Gospel asoribed to lohn;, and the Cathol1o Ep1stleJ tor I 

conclude t1'am the manner ot spee.oh• and the tea ,of expNaa1011, 

and the conduct .of the book,. aa we call it,. that he 1a not 

the same pe1•anJ .ror· the evangelist ilowheN puts dam hia · 

name, no?' doos he speak ·of himself either 1n. the gospel, 01' 

the epistle-.· I think, therei'oM, that be 1a another, me· .of 

them tha.t dwelleth 1n Aa:laJ f'o'l'asmuoh as :lt 1s oa1d1 that 

there are two tombs at Bphesus ... each ot thom called Jolm1a 

tomb; and t'l'am the sentiment.. and woi-ds,. and d1apos·1tt.cm of' 

them• 1t is l!kel7 that be d11'teNi4 t:rom h1m who 'lll'Ote the 

gospel and epistle,. •44 &iote hel.'9 tbat D1cmya1ua cites 119 · 

h1stor1oo.l ·ev1dence against the apoatol1o authorab1p of' the 

Apocalypse,. but merel7 reten to fntemal mntte1'SJ ' 1n. a wol'4. 

Naaons· from· the book 1~aaJ.t., Euseb1ua tries not to be partial 

~ \'la'J' or another., but 1t is quite ev1dent · that he toll0118 

4'. }J!.cene and fost-N11ie119 Fathen, I, Eusebiua, VIIi ms. 



tb:o opinion or D!.OD7si\\s .. But one thing is SU1'8 about Ease• 

blusi I:nspite of' his sc'l'llples he does not daN to rob the 

Apocalypse, ot its canonical atanding• 'Rho Apocal.Jpae 1a not 

· f'ound 1n moat ot. the eal'~J" catalogs of' the· Hew 'l'esta.'D.8,it,. 

Gras ol'J' of ~ilsiannn omits it 1n his. and the C01m011 ot 

Laodicea. 363 A.D.:, omits it in the 11st appended to its .. , 

canon.a• Oyr11 ot Jel".1so.1em. who publ 1shed his 11&t 1n 360 

A.D. omits 1t also~ .Ampb11oous• bishop or Zoonium 1n 380 A.D. 

sa.ys: ."Some adm1 t the Apoco.lypse ot St• John, but most peziacma 

aay 1t is spUl'1ous •. " Euseb1us, t171ns to be an unbiased 

chroniclol', stl'&ddles the f'enoe and leaves the question ot 

authorship an open ona61 And regal'd!ng 1ta canon1o1t7_. he · 

aome,vhnt dub1oual7 claas1:t1c,a it as a ltamolopenQD. Dl21"1ng 

tho t'oUl'th ~entUl'J', ho,,evaJt., 1t ns generally classed with 

tho so-called Ant1legomena.lD oka spoken aga1nstJ the Antl­

legOmGna are seven :ln numbei-1 "the Epistle to the Heb:n,ra,, 

the Second Eplotle of' Peter, tlw Second and Third Ep~stle 

of' John, the Epistle ot James. the Bpistlo ·ot Jude, and 

Revolation .. 1145 · Bal'D.ea rightly maintains that this f-11.lrrJ' ~ 

doubts 1n the lattei- part of the f'OUJ1th ce~t'IU'J' cannot down 

the clcu h1stor1ccl. evidence of the earl7 \il'itei-a,. for the 

or1gen of the ApooalJ'PDG must be deter.mined b7. u1tera 1lhO 

lived at or ·about the t .1me vben the book was uritten,.Anothezi. 

fine point is brought out b7. the . above-r:rent1one4 ezpoaltor 

\1hon. ho &&J'S that J'tha· obJeotl~ al·leged against the Apooa-

4611 :J'ohn i'heoAolle miallor., 'Ohriatlan: boe;mat1oa. P• 1so .. · 



41. 

lnae 1D latel' times we:ro wholl'J' on 1ntemal grounds, an4 
I • • 

veN ma1n17 derived fl'OIII the f'aot that it•• su;ppos~d to 

oamtenance the doot:191ne of' Oh.111-am, Ol" the doctrine ot 

tho _personal reign ot '1n-tst and the saints foi-. a thousand 

years , 111 Je2.'Wlalema and from the fact the.t the tolloweN 

of Cer1ntllus appealed to this book in support Of theh-

pernic·ious el'l'Ol'S1 n48 Httg ocmnncmts thus: "It waa am1dat the 

disputes concerning the m1lleJll'l1um that the filtat exp11o1t 

and vmll-authent1catad denial of the Apocalypse ocoul'l'9de•4V 

za1m· w.xes poleudoal and almost oausttc in h!a romarka1 •Dle 

U'nzulaengl1chke1t der Anatrengunsen der· Aloge:lll• des DlOllJ11iua 

Alomnclrinus and des Eusebius, die bis in die Zeit der des 

Verf'asaers der Apokalnso UDd b1s 1n die He1mat dea Ba.Ghea 

hinaui're1chellde treberlie.f:e1'11ng au bestre1ten, 11egt am 'l'age. 

Diesoa U:cito11 g1911endot s1oh ja. ke1nea wga nur auf' d1·e i.tanSel• 

baf't1gko1t de~ Ausle,;una der aelteren fluellen der l7eber11er~ 

erung dUl'Oh die vol'nGinenden IC'l'itiker dea clritten UDdviei-ten 

Jalu. .. hundGrts. aut dio wueN.elose Fe1gbe1t, P'.1t der aie 11mm 

\"iidor'spruoh vertnten, und die rohe Oeme1nhe1 t ihrer. Vol'gllenpr 

1m awe1ten Ja.hrhundort, sorider vor o.llem darauf'., daas die 

~lehrten Kl'itiken s1oh aut ·keinerle1 anders lautende lJ'ebe.11-

lioferung su beruf'en gen.gt haben, ottenbar aua dem ningeDdml 

Grwide1 dasa ea bis zu 1hrer ZGit und ueb~rhaupt 1m ganaen 

Ber!eoh der -alten K1rche· ~e!ne· andere Ueberlieforund ueber die 

lintstehung der Apokalypne gogeben bet. ll;s war 1mserar r.e1t 

vorbebalten~ nar nioht eine and.ere 'l'radit1on poa1t!ven tnbalt■ 

46. Bal'D8s• op. o!t,. int•• p, 15-
4'1, Hag, op,. cit., p.,533. 



aua zuvorlaosa1gen Quellen naohsuw1aen, wobl aber ara:tena 

die e1nz1ge alte Ueberl1eterung ■u vel'dunkeln UDd neitena 

eine erst naoh dam Jahre 400 1-1er und da li.uttauohende Angabe 

so ssu deuten, dasa ·c1aduroh die eiDB::lge wirklioh.e Uebezilf.ete»­

~ ausgesolllooaen enolleint. •48 

•In concluding th1s se·otion let me state nry p&J!la~l 

• conviction in this matter, in view of the evidence p~aentad 

above.lam conviuoed that Revelation was \11'1tten bJ' the 
·. . . 

Apostle John tor the simple and compelling reason that 1ta 

apostolic orig:i.n wns not question~d for over two centuries 

a i'te1• it was. written.. In view of the tact that the early 

Chui-oh vaa so careful a.bout admitting booka to the Sac1'94 

Canon, 1n vlew· oi' the fact that s.o m&nJ' apocl'J'Phal gospels 
. . 

.ind ei}:lstles MN so def1nita17 rejeoted,. I do not see how 

t he ApocalJPse oould have escaped a Simila fate 1~ it had 

boen the loast doubted ~en it appeared., As the 7eua :roll 

bJ' and we are taken ever tither i'l'om the J'Gar 96 A .D. when 

John wrote tlle ApooalJ'Pse,. moden cr1t1o1am is dftl'f'ed 1i1um 

it is ranged alongside the teatimonJ' of the first centul'iea 

ot the Obr1st1an eN, · 

48; Zillm, op. cit .. , Erste Haelfte, Blnl. pp.'18.'19. 



II. ~ B1sto1'1oal. Interpretation of the ApocalJP8• 
by the Earliest GNek -os1t01'8 (ham the death 
of st~ John to 380 A .n.) 

,-·~-
A. A Brief 8umma1"J' o~ ~he. Oral and \ir1 tten haditicm 

oonc~ming the Revelation .of st.Jolm·thG Divine. 

' . . 

At the tum of the seooD4 oent'lll"J' 1nto the th5:'4 

we find the Book of Revelation~ almost eve~ congregation 
. . 

or the Obr1at1an ChurchJ it 'f(aa regarded 9:a a sacred v1t1ng 

of permanent value, an_d vas adopted and stud1oual7 ~ad 1n, 

public worship. The onl7 exception to this tradition•• tbe 

Syrian Nat1cmal. Oh'IU'Ch in and about Edeaaa. which at that 

time \ma in th!J aarl7 ata.gos of ol'gU11sation. Pram the Apooa­

l7Pae more than &111' other book ot the Bible the &fll"l.7 Ohrla• 

tians, both ll!tJ' arid clergy.,. women as well as men, dNw o._ 

tort in their suttel'inga undei- B.QIDflD pe~eouto:ra and he1'01o 

courage. tor the confession of theil' faith ·bJ" word and blood. 

Thia we lmow clearl7 f'1'am the Greek report ot the congNg&• 

ti~ ot Lyons. and Vienna in the ye•r 1'1'1 A.D. on_the bloodi' 

persecution the7 endU1'ed 111 that va"i.7 'i8arJ f'Urthemore, t1'0m 

the Ia.tin Acts ot the Scill1tan nartyra (named thua ~tar 

their birthplace 1n Num1d1a) of the yea-r 180 A.D. and the 

Carthag1r:d.an. women Perpetua and Felicitas 1n. the J'8&1'8 SOS. 

203 A.D. Tl'l8 Gallic Chr1at1ana quot~ the words of Bev. 8B,U1 

(nB'e that 1a unjust, let him be ~juat stills and hO tih1Gb 



1s 1'1ltl-q• J:et h1m be 1'1ltllJ' ot1lla ~ ho that 1:.:: righteous• 

let him l>e r1ahtoous atillJ a1ld lla tl:1£&t 1a hol7 •. l et ,him be . . 
holy st:111 •. "). as a prophoc7 llhicl'l luis i'ound 1 ts fulf'1llmant 

in tho bestial handling of tl18 o.o:a.,>sea of the lZUU'tyn b7 the 

Roi:an of'f'ic:lals end the om-aged popule.ce.- Eusebiua.,_ in hla . 
c~ ·c \ .A-, 

"Ecclesiastical ii1Gto17" wzaitess , o,1}, 
J/ \ C 

t. 

th:!.s quotation he dasoribes the jOJ' 

ooed!ng • . . 
\7"t'..1oh Blandin& met 

' . TllG spokeSlllall of" tho Twelve l'ia.rt-yrs f'rom Soll11um, . . 

Sp~ratus, re~eo tha de1i11nd ot tho judges thnt they awea11 

b7 thG sp1r1t of tho Bmperor with tho word.a bonowod esson• 

·tially (with a umll adJn:l.xtUl'8 from Rom.,13.'7) i'l'o:m Rev. 17.14' 

( 11These shall 1mlm \i8l' \1i th the La.ab,. and the La:nb aho.;Ll 

overcome thal'A: for ho 1s Lord of lords• and Y.ing of kinga: 

mid they that. &J'S ~th -llim al'e C£.lleda and chosen. and f'o.1~­

ful.J11 cf' .. Rev. 19,.G: "And i heard as it \teN the voice ot a 

gl'ee.t multitude. and as · the 'V01~-of maDJ' watera .• and as th8 

49. l11oene and J!oat-11:loene P.athera. Vol • .I; Euaeb1ua• v. 14. 



voice of aigb.t:, thur.der1ngs"· ao.y"~s. Allel.~a .tor the Lord • 

God Oftl!lipotent re1gneth." of. a;Lso Rev·•. 1,5: "And f1'CII Jesus 

m-.r,.st •. \Yho ·1s the faithful witnes·s .•. and the first begotten 

or the dead• o.nd tho prince of the kings ot tho earth. 11)1 "I 

know nothing of the empire of th1s world . Move than the _.l'OJ!I 
\"4"8 serve that God, whom no man baa .. &$OD• nor oan see v1th theaa 

oyes ( John 11 18). I hD.ve not cammltt.ed a the.t't, but l"flthflr, 

\7llen I buy scmeth1ng, X pa7 the rate because I aclm.woeldge 

my Lol'd, the llDG ot kings and Ruler. of all thG natl'ODiJ•" 

A Christion W0Wlln nmnod Dona.ta also adds to this oonf'eaa1ana 

n.:1onor iu due the Emperor a'.a Emperor,. but tear 1a due God.• . 

(Cf. I Peter 2.l1hnt:ionor all meni ~- the brotherhood.· Pae 

God. Honor the ldng." ot., also Rev-. ·3.3,-3-71 nAnd I ae1• one 

of h:ta heads as 1-1; \791'0 wounded to ·death; and h1s 'iieacUJ' 

vuuld t1as baa.led: and all the world wondeNd ai'tor the ·beas~. 

A11d tbe-:, worshipped the· dragon which gave pOT1er unto the b--•ti 

and they woranipped the beaat. saying, 1.iho is like unto the 

boast? who 1s able to make \1U' with h!mY And the1'8 waa ·gtven 

unto him a 1uouth speaking g:reat things and blasphemles J am\ 

power was glvon unto· h1m ~o contimle i"oi-ty and two monbha. -An4 

he opened his mouth 1n blasphemy against God, to blAapheme 

his name; and his tabemacle, and them tliat dwell in heaven. 

And it was g1 van unto h1D: to 14Bk-e war w1 th the sa:Snta• and to 

ovaroome thom: and p0\'181' na given h1m over all ld.ndl'ella• and 

tungu~a, and nation••"> 

· Among the saored wr1t1np 11b.1oh· were d1soovaNd ~~ . . . 
the earthl.7 possesalone o:.t the m&l'tJrS 1n a book case and 119N· 


