Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis

Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary

Bachelor of Divinity Concordia Seminary Scholarship

6-1-1943

Criticism and Evaluation of the Book of Revelation

Lorenz Blankenbuehler
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, ir_blankenbuehlerl@csl.edu

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv

b Part of the Biblical Studies Commons

Recommended Citation

Blankenbuehler, Lorenz, "Criticism and Evaluation of the Book of Revelation" (1943). Bachelor of Divinity.
77.

https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv/77

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Concordia Seminary Scholarship at Scholarly
Resources from Concordia Seminary. It has been accepted for inclusion in Bachelor of Divinity by an authorized
administrator of Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary. For more information, please contact
seitzw(@csl.edu.


https://scholar.csl.edu/
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv
https://scholar.csl.edu/css
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fbdiv%2F77&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/539?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fbdiv%2F77&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv/77?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fbdiv%2F77&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:seitzw@csl.edu

COICORDIA SEMNINARY

CRITICISK AND EVALUATION
oF
THE BOOK OP REVELATION
WITH PARTICULAR EMPHASIS ON THE EXPOSITION '
OF THE EARLY GREEE FATIHERS

A DISSERTATION
SUBMTTTED TO THE SEMINARY FACULTY
IN GANDIDACY FOR THE TEGREE OF
BACFELOR OF DIVINITY

DEPARTHEIT OF HEW TESTAHENT

BY i
T.ORENZ BLANKENBUERTLER 0(') ﬁu_u‘ﬁh “plf7

ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI
JUNE 1943



PREFACE

The writer in no way claims any originality of thought;ar
%o hnve discovered anything that was hitherto unknown in the
fiold of saored letters.But he does olaim to have examined the
pources appended in the Bibliography in a oritical fashion.If
Part IT of this thesis seems to repeat some of the material in
Part I;let me state that in Part I I cite witnesses to prove the
apostolic authorship and the i’eraoit;r of the contentlion that St.
John wirote the Apocalypse,while in Part II I oite the same wit-
nesses either ag embryonic expositors of the Revelation or as
falthful chroniclers of their own day end timeshile this thesis
is not exhaustive,the field designated by the title is of limited
soope;and very few detalls have been intentionally omitted.
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Introduction

To state that the Book of Revelatlion 1s a much used,
misused, and abused book is perhaps a very trite statement.
And yet in times like tho present there is great need for a
gane evaluation of this sacred book, One can state wlithout
foar of contradictlion the above opinion in the superlative
degree: Thore is no more abused sectlion of Holy Scripture
than the Apocalypse of Saint John the Divine. Ill-informed
and seeiuingly slightly unbalant;ed teachers loudly trumpet
tholr expositions of the holy seer's words to be the only
true and correct ones. The wildest assertions imaglinable are
made concerning the prophecies contained in this last book
of the NHew Testament canon. The beloved dlsciple, if he were
alive today to witness the current parade of false prophets
might be tempted to once more call fire down from heaven to
consume these pestilent teachersy At any rate, He would be
appalled, nay, horrified at the abuse of his holy book. For
his book, which is the result of God-inspired ecstatic visionms,
has been misinterpreted and twlsted and perverted for so many
centuriocs that it has become a veritable slide rule for history,
-= a favorite stamping ground for fanatical enthusiasts, and

a welghty point of leverage for the radical oritics to make
unprecedented attacks on God's Word. So widespread have these
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fanatical misinterpretations boecome, that it ias nscessary for
the orthodox Church to counteract them with a true picture of
the book, Yes, =a picture; for the Apooa.l’yp_sa is not a slide
rule for the historlan; 1t is not a detalled chart for all |
events that happen in the world untll the Lord comes in gloiys
nor does it purport to give an account of the millennial reign
of Christ on earth with his saints in Jeruselem, The re.vela-
tlon of St. John is a symbolical book, an apocalyptic boolk,
and only he who Imows the language of symbols i1s able to read
it with any understanding at all, Even then, scme portions of
it will remain incomprehensible, = and hence 1t 1s to be taken
for granted that a study of this book must above all be under-
talken in utmost humility. The sincere student of the Bible
mst take the shoes from off his feet, for the place of Revel=
ation is holy ground. Given a sense of the beautiful and a
sympathetlc feclling of awe and wonder, plus a true apprecia=
"tion for symbolism (presupposing at least an average intelli=-
gence), = tho book makes sense, It mkkes sense because God
wrote it. The Holy Spirit did not cause 1t to be written with
the gurpose that it should remain an inscrutable mystery. The
.fact that the early Christilans regarded it as .a most precious
Mppostbuch” in the heat of manifold persecutions alons shows
that 1t meant rmuch to them. God says momething to us through
this Apocalypse, and the theologilan ought to lmow what it is
in order that he may be able to inculcate in his h.ity the
proper eveluation of this part of Holy Scripture.
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It is the purpose of this treatise to get at the
bottom of some of thecarly misconceptiona and misinterpre-
tations of the Apocalypse == and by a positive approach ene
~ deavor to place the book in its rightful place of honor and
esteem among the canonical books of the lew Testament. Liay
the Holy Spirit bless thls worlk, and confirm the writer and
his readers in the opinion of the early church fathers that
this grand book of comfort and consolation for the worlde- -
weary Christian pligrim was written by the Apostle St. John
the Divine, by inspiration of the Holy Spirit, and that 1t
is a part of those inapired writings vhich are "profitable
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction
in rightoousness, that the man of God may be perfect, thore
oughly furnished unto all good works," With this purpose
in mind, then, and with great humllity of spirit, and in
perfect agroement with the analogy of faith and the historical
confessions of the Church, let us study the early history
of this much discussed and rmuch perverted Revelation of St.
John the Divine,



I. The Apostolic Authorship of the Book of Revelation

A. The Evidence 1n favor of John the Apostle,
The Beloved Disclple

The bulk of the material présented in this section
cf my treatise 1s based largely upon a study of the writings
of the ccnservative stholers on the Book of Revelation. How-
ever, I do not assume g priori that their position is the
most logical and reasonzble because of their conservative
positicn., Vheorevor possible, I have traced their conclusions
to the original sources in order that my final conclusions
will be found tonable from & "sclentific,” as well as fram
a conservative, point of view. Lot me state at the outset
that most consorvative scholars hold that the book was
written by the Apostle of Jesus, St. John the Divine, about
the year 96 A.D.

Our Church has commonly accepted this view, chiefly
because of the fact that in the first two centurles of the
Chriastian era it was accepted es canonlcal coming from the
pen of 8t. John without any doubts whatsoever. In the latter
half of the third century John'!s suthorship was called into
question, During the middle ages it was quite unanimously
held to be the work of St. John due to the staunch defonse
of Jorome and Augustine. Iuther's position was at first that
1t was "neither apostolic nor prophetic,” ILater on, in his

second preface to the book, written in 1545, he modifled his




views and left the question as to its apostolic origin am
open one, As for the modern critics in general, they "largely
take the view that the buok does not come from the apostle,
but from a different John, perhaps the one who is called .the
presbyter John, who they say must be distinguished fram the
apostle."]' I shall first present the direct historical
evidonce in favor of the authorship of the Apoatle John.
Following the presentation of Dr. Ablert Barnes the period
extending from the death of John in 98 A.D. to the year

250 A.De 1s dlvided into three smaller periods of approxie
nately fifty years eachs The firat period embraces the time
from 98 A.D. t0 150 A.D.s '

In this periocd four writers bear testimony concerning
the Apocdlypse: Hermas, Ignatius, Polycarp, and Paplas,
Hermas, who_a probably flourished about 100 A,D, and was a p
partial contemporary of Jonn the Apostle, 1s known chlefly
for his apocalyptic work called "The Shepherd," or, as the
Tatin Patrology has it,; "The Pastor.," This work has several
allusions supposedly to the book of Revelations The style
bears a remarkable resen;'blance to that of the Apocalypse, and
would seem to indicate that Hormas had studied John's book
and patterned his 1deas according to 1t, A detalled comparie
son of the two books may be found in the works of Dr. Nathaniel
Iardner ( in Ten Volumes, London, 1829). His conclusion is

that Hemna\read Revelation and imitaoted it in his "Shepherd."
However, mere alluslons are not conclusive evidence and hence

the testimony of Hermas is relatively unimportant,

1, Wm, Arndt, N. T. Isagoglcs Notes, p. 59.
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Ignatius, bishop of Antioch, who flourished 70 = 107
A.D., suffered martyrdom under the Roman emperor Trejan in
thef year 107 at Rome. As he was on his way-to Rome, where
he met his ond, he wrote hig seven femous lotters - the
‘Tetter to the Ephenians, the Letter to the liagnesians, the
Ietter to the Trallians, the Letter to the Romans, the ILetter
to the rhlladelphians, the Letter to the Spyrneans, and the
Ietter to Polycarp. I shall not tele time to discuss the
authenticlity of those letters, but proceed directly to take
up the alleged references to the Apocalypse, They are as
follows:

a) The Epistle to the Romans: "In the patience of
Josus Ghriat;“ This phrase is compared to Rev. 1,9:"I JTohn,
who am also your brother and compenion in tribulation, and
in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Chriat, was In the 1lsle
that 1s called Patmos," etc,

b) The Epistle to the Ephosians: "stones of the
temple of the Father prepared for the bullding of God."
This phrass is apparently based on a Imowledge of chapter
si, 2-20 of John's book, the sectlon which describes the
heavenly Jorusalem, Rev. 21, verses 19 and 20 read thus:
"And the foundations of the wall of the city were garmished
with all manner of precious stones, The first foundation was
jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, a chalcodony; the
fourth, en emerald; the fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardiusj
the seventh, chrysolite; the olghth, beryl; the ninth, a
topaz; the tenth, a chrysoprasus; the eleventh, a Jacinth;

the twelfth, an amethyst." ERIIZLAFF MU OEIAL LIBRARY
: . CONCUNinA S=UINARY
ST. LOUIS. MO,
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c) The third allusion is found, according to Enight
of the British luseum, in hls erticle "Two lew Arguments in
Vindication of the Revelation of St., John," in the Epistle to
the Philadelphians. The quotatiori reads: "If they do not speak
concerning Jesus Christ, they are but sepulchral pillars, and
upon them are written only the names of men," The parallel
passage in the Apocalypse .1s. Rev. 3,12:"Him that overcometh
will T make a plllar in the temple of my God, and he shall go
no more out; and I will write upon him the name of my God,
and the name of the city of my God," Evidently Ignatius was
contrasting the deplorable lot of the wunbellisver with the
glorious and blessed conditlon of the bellever, who 1s sealed
upon the forehoad with the name of his God,

As Bamnes correctly states, the coincldence of
language is in itself no certaln proof that Ignatius had
soen the Apocalypse of St. John. The reader may draw hils
own conclusions. It might be added that Ignatius does not
mention John's residence at Ephesus, his banishment to Patmos,
or hls death, _

Polycarp, bishop of Smyrne, suffered martyrdom some-
time between 163 and 169 A.D. The majority of scholars in
petristic chronology place his martyrdom in the year 168,
liany oxegetes regard Polycarp as the angel™ of the church
when Saint John wrote his rsssage to the ehurch at Smyrna in
the Apocalypse (96 A.D.)s John's message reads as followss
"and unto the angel of the church at Smyrna write: These
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things saith the first and the last, which was dead and is
alive; I lmow thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but
thou art rich) and I know the blasphemy of them vhich say they
are Jews, and are not, but are the aynagogue of Satan; Fear
none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the
devil shall cest some of you into prison, that ye may be
triedy and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou falthe
£A1 unto death, and I will give. thee a crown .of life. He that
hath an éar, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the .
churches; He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second
deaths" Thus far the inspired seer John. The many exegetes
who hold rolyecary to be the recipient-'bishc:p of this letter
include chiefly the Cathollc expositors and sone Reoformed
scholars (e.g. Vitringa) and the celebrated Archbishop
Richard Chenevix Trench, Trench disagrees with the comaonly
accepted view that the life span of Polycarp totalled 86 years
in all, and offers a well=-authentlcated theory that Polycarp
was Bishop of Smyrma when St. John virote the book of Revela=-
tion. To quote Trench on. this point: "In early eccleslastical
hisi:olry Smyrna is chiofly famous as the Church over which
Polyecarp presided as bishops -This Church must have been
founded at a very early date, though there is no mention of
1t either in the Acts or the Eplstles of St, Paul, Fnowing

as we do that at a perlod only a little later than this,
Polycarp was bishop there, a very interesting question pre=-
sents 1tself to us, namely, vhether he might not have been




bishop now; whether he may not be the ah'gel to vhom this
Epistle is addressed, There 1s much to maoke this probablej
and the fact, 1f it wers so, would throw much 1light on the
character of the Eplstle, and beautifully account for, that
koy-note of martyrdom to which it 1s setj vhile the dAlffie
culties which some find in this, rest mainly on the erroneous
agssunption that the Apocalypse was composed under Hero opr
Galba, and not, under Domitien. It 1s trus indeed that we
have thus to assume an episcopate of his, whfl.h‘ lasted for
more than seventy yearsjy for the "good confession” of Poly-
cary dld not take place till the year 168, while the Apocae
lypse was probably written in 96, Iet us see, however, how
far ecclesilastical history will bear us out in thia. As early
as 108 Ignatius on his way to his Roman martyrdon found
Polycarp the bishop or Angel & the Church of Smyrna (MART,
IGH, 3), addreasing to him a letter which, despite of all
vhich has been sald against 1%, must still be considered
genuine, We have only to extend his eplscopate twelve years
a parte ante, and he will have been angel of Smyma when this
Epistle was addressed to that Church, Is there any great
unlikelihood in this? His reply to the Roman governor, who
tempted him to save his life by denying His Iord, is well
lmown, == namely that he could not thus renounce & Lord whom
for eighty and six years ho had aserved, u.nd. during all this
time had received nothing but good from Him (DE S. POLYC,
MART, 93 Eusebius, H.E, ive 15), But these "eighty and six
years" can scarcely represent the whole length of his life,
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for Irenaous (ADV, HAER, 1ii. 3.4; of. Buscbius, H.E, 1v.14)
lays mch stress on the extreme old age which Polycarp had
attained, that, great as thls age 13, we rmat yot esteom the
number of his years to have been greater still, They represent
no doubt the years since his converslon. Counting back eighty-
aix yoara from theyoar 168, being that of his martyrdom, we
have 82 A.D. as the year when he was first in Christ. This
will glve us fourteen years as the puriod which will have
elapsed from his conversion to that vhen thls present Epistle
was written, during which time he may very well have attained
the post of chiefest honour and toil and peril in the Church
of Suyrnas Tertullian indeed distincily tells us that he was
consecrated bishop of Smyrna by St. John (DE PRAESC, HAERET,
32); and Iranaeﬁs, who declares to us that he had himself in
his youth often telked with Polycarp, declares the same (Euse-
bius, H,B, iv. 14; cf. 111,363 Jorome, CATAL. SCRIFT. 8.V.
POLYCARPUS; Jagobsen, FPATT. APOSTOLL. p.5643 and Roethe, DIE
AYFAENGE D. CHRISTL. KIRCHE, p.429). These are then very
sufficlont reasons for thinking it at least possible, to me
it scoms probeble, that to Polycerp himself the words (of

Ste Johm, Reve 2, 8<11)s.ceWere Pirst spokens®™® low whether
the positiuvn Trench takes is quite plausible, or whether it
1s more wishful thinking, I leave it to the reader to decides
But Trench 1s & solid patriatic scholar of no mean reputation.

Should we take the traditional view that Polycarp's death
ocourred when he was eighty-six years old, we must reckon

2, Richard Chenevix Trench, Commentary on the %stles to_the
Seven Churches in Asla: elation il, » . .
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that ho was in his late teens or even poasibly in his early
twentles when John died in A.D. 98 What we Imow of Polycarp
is taken from ean extent fragment of his letter to the Philip-
pans and fron an epistle sent from the church in Smyr'na to
the churches in Pontus, glving the detalls of his martyrdon.
Thls account is found in Eusebius, Book IV, chaptor 15, which
ils entitled "UIINER VERUS, POLVCARP WITH OTHERS SUFFERED MARTYRwq
DONE AT SIVYRHA," The Verus msntionod here is the Roman emperor
arcus Aurelius Verus. In these two sources there is no mention
or allusion to the Apocalypse. But we nevertheless reckon
Polycarp as a witness to the Apostollc origin of Revelation
because he was the peraocnal friend of S5t. John, and Irenaeus
was the personal friend and pupil of Polycarp. Irenaeus gives
ua clear and definlte statements that the Book of Revelation
was written by the Apostle John, How could Irenasus have
maintelned this opinion without being contradicted by his
teacher Polycarp? It 13 but natural to assume that Irenasus
got his views on the matter from Polycarp.

Papias was bishop of Hisrapolis near Colosse, and
flourished about 110 to 115 A.D. He was the intimete friend
of Polycarp, a partial contemporary of St. .Johng to put 1t as
Euscbius has it, he was a " hearer of Jom." We have only
fragments of hils writings in the works of Busebius, Jerome, .
and in the Conmentary of Andreas, bishop of Caegsarea in
Cappadoocia ., Here is what Andreas has to offer:"In regard now
to the inspiration of the book we think it superflucus to

extend our discourse, inasruch as the blessed Gregory, and
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Cyril, and moreover the encient writers, Paplaa, Irenaecus,
Heothodius, and H‘!.ppo'.!.yf;ua bear teatimony to its credibility.”
Barnes callie sttention to the following five points in sume
marizing the e_videnee in favor of tho Apostolic authorship
during the first half-century after St. John's death,

1. The book was lmowm during this periocd,

2+ So far as thetestimony goes; it is in favor of its
having been written by John the Apostle.

3. Tho fact 1s that John the Apostlo as author is not
called in question or doubted,

4, It was Benerally ascribed to him.

5 It was probably the romdntion of the i{lllensrian
vies entertalned by Paplas, =that is, 1t 1s easler
to account for his holdi ! these ‘vlows by supnosing
that the book was known, and thatshe founded them on
this boolk, than in any other way,

The second half century, 150-200 A.Ds, embraces the following
writers: Justin lMartyrs the Farrator of the Hartyrs of Lyons,
Irenacus, lclito, 'I'heophilua,',- Apollonius, Clement of Alexane
drian, and Tertullian, .

Justin Nartyr, born at Flavia lleapolls (Sichem) in
Samaria ebout 103 A.D., was converted to Christianity about
the year 1:5:5, and was martyred oirca 165 A.D. isthodlus
characterizes him as "not far removed from the apostles in
time or in virtue.,” This characterization is found in Hetho-
dius? Discowse on the Resurrect!.on.“ Justin lartyr advoceted

chiliesm, thet is, the doctrine thet Christ will rolign a

thousand years on earth. Fe says in defending this doctrine:
"aAnd a man from auong us, by namne of John, one of the Apostles

8. Albert Barnes, Ilotes on Revelntion mtmducti.on. PDed=5s
4, Ante=lNicene Fa Ole Vi; De
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of Ghriat’;, in a Revelation made to him; £V A”osoﬂa Il/¢£(_
<

vou ¢V "JEJ - has prophesiod that the believers:
‘in one Chrlst shall live a thousand yeora in Jerusalem; and
after that shall be the general, and in a word, eternal ;
resurrection and judgment of all menﬁ together, nS lis see
hore that Justin makes a direct referencs to chapter twenty
of the Apocalypsé. Furtherore he mentlons the book by name,
Y, ( 4 L and says it was the work, of John, one
of the Apostles of Christ, The Book of Revelation, then, was
in existenoce at Justinl!s time, about fiifty years afier John's
passing. Justin lartyr!s testimony is further emhanced by
the fact that he lived in that region vhere tho Apostle John
lived, and that his character w.as admired by allvho kmew hinm,

The Harrator of the Martyrs of Vienne and Lyons: This

opistle, an account of the persecutions em}uz-ed hore and sent
to the churches in Asia and Phrygla, is presorved £or us in
Easebius, Book Vy ch. 1 of his Church History« This letter
was writton about theyear 177 A.D. Cne sentence in 1% 1s
particulerly noteworthy: "For he was indeed a genulne disciple
of Christ, following the Lamb whithersoover he goeth."™ There
cen be no doubt that this refers to Rev. 14,4, "These are they
vinich Pollow the Lemb whithersoever he gceth." The referance
is to a noble Christian Vettius Epagathus, "one of the brethren
and a man £illed with love for God and his nelghbor,"S

5, Ante= Hicene Fathers, Vol. I, p. 240,
6. The Nicene and Poste- Nicene Fathers, Vol. I., pP. 212.
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Irenaeus, bis.hop of Lyons in Gaul, was a disciple
‘of Polycorp and of Fapiles. Scholare place his death ciroca;
200 A.D,, and according 1:6 this reckoning, Trensous lived
to an extremoly »ipe 0ld ange. He became biship of Lyonsz after
he wes past seventy. ¥iis principal work is ontitled "Against
Hlorosies." Fis exegesis of the Apocalypse will be talken
vp at length in the second part of this treatises Suffice i1t
to say hore that he cuotes from the book of Revelation no
less than thirty-three t!.mes.v Here I willl 1list only two
quotetions which testify as to the apostollc authorship and
the date of cgmpos!.tﬂ.on. Concerning the time of writing he
stetes: "It wos seen no long time ago, but almost in our age,
at the end of the reign of Domitian, "8 At another point he
discussos tho ancient coples thus:"™These things being thus,
and this rmmber being in all the exact and ancient coples,
and they vho saw John attesting to the same things, and reason
teaching us the numboer of the name of the beast, according
to the -aoceptat:lon of the. ‘Greeks,; 1s expressed by the letters
contained in 1t,. *® mnig lotter statement is taken to refer
to Reve. 15,183"Here 1s wisdom, Iet him that hath understanding
count the number of the heast, for 1t is the mumber of a man;
and his number is six hundred threescore and six,"

lelito, bishop of Sardls, which was one of the
cmrches to which the book of Revelation was dilrected, Rev,.

7. S.I,s Bowman, Historical Evidonce of the H.T., chart,p.632,

pors 417, :
8, Ante Nicene Fathers, Vole I, D.559-560.

9 Ibld., pp.557-5g0,The gquotation is from Eusebius.
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S51=6, flourished about the; year 170, Tho text of John's
mossage reads as follows:"And unto the angel of thoChurch

in Sardis write: thegse things sailth he thet hath the seven
Spirits of God, and the soven stars; I know thy works, that
thou hast a name that thou llvest, and art doaldl. Bs watechful,
and strongbhen the things whlch remain, that are ready to
dic: for I have not fcund thy works perfect hefore God,
Remembor therefore how thou hast received and heard, and

1old fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch,

I will come on thee as a thlef, eand thou shalt not know what
hour I will come upon thes, Thou hast a few names even in
Sardls whlch have not deflled thelr garmentsy and they shall
walk with me in white reiment; end I will not blot out his
nee £rom the buok of 1ife, but I will confess his name before
ny Fabther, and before his angels,; He that hath an ear to hear,
let him hear vwhat the Spirit saith mnto the Churchese" Of the
writings of liclito of Scrdis only fragments remain, The Rev.
B.P. Pratton, the translator of the fragments of the second
and third centurles, males tho following comment on ielito:
mlgilito was bishop of Sardls, and flourished in the reign of
Marcus Aurellus. Te vrote many worla, but all of them have
porished except a fow rmgt_nents. The gemilneness of the Syrian
fragments is open to question,"l0 iiblito was held in high
esteem by the anciont church fethors and was 'mown as "The
Philosophor,” Iloreover, says Barnes, "hs was remarkably
inguisitive respecting the sacred bocksy and at the _mquast

10, Ante-Nicene Fathers, Vol. VIII, D. 747.
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of Onesimus, ho wade extracts from the Scriptures respecting
the llesaianlc prophecies, and also a complete list of the
bool:s of the 0ld Testament, which is still extant in Eusebius
(H.E. iv. 26). Ho wrote a 'Treatise or Commentary on the
Book of Revelat:'.on."'u Dr. Lerdner says of this, ®that it
contained we are not informed. I will say that it was a con=
mentary on that book. It is plain he ascribed that book to
John, and very likely to John the Apostle. I think it very
probable he esteened it a book of canonical authority.! Dr.
Hug, in his "Einleitung in das llewe Testament" makes the
following assertioni™iglito himself calls it the Apocalypse
of Johm.".2 To quoto from Hichaells on the polnt whether
llelito considered the Apocalypse as from the inspired pen
of the Apostle St. John: "iHelito, der um das Jahr 170 lebte,
hat oin Buch von dem Teufel, und der Uffenbarung Johamnis
geschriebon, Tingeachtet Euseblus nicht dabei sagi, ob er
sich fuer oder widor dle 0ffenbarung eriklirt habe, und es
freilich nicht umbglich wire, dass er, gleich andern Alten,
ein eigenos Buch geschrieben hf¥tte, dle Offembarung Johannis
gu bostrelten: so kommt es mir doch wahrscheinlicher vor,
dass diese verloren gegengone Schrif't oime Auslegung der
Gesichte Johannls gewesen sel, und ich werfe deshalf den

_ llel1to unter dle Zeugen fuer dle Offenbarung Johannis, '3
Pratten conjectures that®lelito may have been the ilmuedlate

11. Albert Barnes, Wotes on the N.F., Vol. 11, Revelatiom,
Inte DPeb
12, John ILeonhard Hug, Elnleitungz in das N,T, p. 529-530.

15. Hohann David lilchaells, e %g e gBttlichen
Schriften des Heuen Bundes, 3 er 1ell, D. » bDottog.
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sucessor of the "engel" of the church at Sardis, to whom our
Great High Priests addressed one of the apocalyptic messages.
He was an 'Apostolic Father' in point of fact he very probably
lmew. the. blessed Polycarp and his disciple IrenaeuS..ssIn
the fragments we £ind him called the Bighop of Sardls, Bishop
of Attlca, and Bishop of Ittica. Fe 1s also 1ntrom1eed- to us
as the ! Philosopher,! and we shall find him styled the
"Eunuch® by Polycrates, It is supposed that he had made
himself a coelebs 'for the kingdom of heaven'?!s sake,! without
mistaking our Lordts intent, as did Origen, Fe was not a
monk, but accepted a single estate to be the more free and
single-eyod in the laster's service, ™4 Westcott, Lightfoot
and Barnes consider the testimony of Iielito as the strongest
possible evidonce.in favor of the Apocalypse, and the latter
comnentator lists six reasons for his opinion: "l. lelito
was bishop of one of the churches to which the Apocalypse
was directed; 2; He l1lived near thetime of John; 3, He was a
diligent student on this very,subject; 4, Fe had every oppore
tunity of ascertaining the truth on the subject; 5. He regarded
it as the work of the Apostle Johns and 6, Fe wrote a treatise
or commentery on it as an inspired book,¥

Theophilus, according to Eusebius, was the sixth
(Jerome calls him the seventh) bishop of Antiochs It would
gseem that Eusebius is the .only Easter writer of the early

centuries to mention this church father.fience we can cite

14, Ante-Hicene Fathers, Vol, VIII, P. 760«
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only his account as the most original source of information
concerning this mane. "Of Theophilus, vhom we have mentioned .
ags bishop of the church of . Antioch, three elementary works
addressed to Autolycus are extant; also another writing.
entitled 'Againat the Heresy of Hermogemes'! in wl"x!.oh he

mekes use of thetestimonies from the Apocalypse of Joim,

and £inally certain other catechetical books,™3 As to the
dates of ﬁha episcopate of Theophllus they are generally
rockonecd as 169 A.D. to somewheore between 182 and 189 A,D, -
There is a passage 'in the extant writings of Theophilus
which some regard as a direct reforence to the Apocalypses

It reads thus:"This Eve, because she was deceived by the
gserpent, the evll demon, vho is also called Satgn, who thus
spoke to here by the serpent, = does not cease to accuse

this demon is also the dragon."™ We compare this passage with
Reva 12,9:"And tho great dragon was cast out, that old serpent,
celled the Devil and Satan, which decelveth the whole world:
he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out
with hin,?

: Apollonius, according to Pratten, wrote a work agalnst
the lontanists; probably in the year A.D. 210, This is all
that we !mow of him, In the introduction to his translation
of the Apollonius fraguent "Concerning lontenism"™ Pratten
states:"Ho was a most oslogquent man, according to St. Jerame}

and his writings against Honkanlsm were so forocible as to

15. Nicene snd Post=Nicene Fathers, P«208s




call forth Tertulllan himself, to confute him if possible. He
flourlshed under Comodus and Severus, and probably until

the time of Caracalla, He bears teastimony to the existence

of a canon of Soripture; and to its inspired euthority as

the rule of iraith and prpotice; and he witnesses, by citation,
to the Gospel of St. latthew. The Revelation of St. John also,
according to Euseblus, was employed by him in his works; and
he preserves a tradition that our Lord bade the Apostles cone
tinue In Jorusalem for the space of twelve years. \’e cannot
affirm that he was ‘invested with any office in the Church,"l6
For en anciont appraisal of Apollonius let us permit Eusebius
to speak for himself: "This same ApOllonlius states in the
game work that, at the time of his writing, 1t was the fore
tieth year since ﬁonta.rﬁ;s had begun his intended prophecys
And he says also that Zoticus, who was mentioned by the former
wiriter, vhen lMaximilla was pretending to prophesy in Pepusa,
resisted her and endeavored to refute the spirit that was
working in her; but was prevantqd by those who agreed with
her. He mentions also a certain Thraseas (Blshop of Eumenia)
s.mong‘ the martyrs of that time, He speaks, moreover, of a
tradition thet.the Savior commanded his apostles not to de=
part from Jorusalem for twelve years. He uses testimonies
also from the Revleation of John; and he relates that a dead
men had, through the Divine power, been ralsed by John hineelf ;

in Ephosus, He also adds other things by which he fully and

16, Anto-Nicene Fathers; Vols VIII; Da775s
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abundantly exposes the error of the heresy of which we have
been spoakings Those are the matters recorded by Apollonius. wl?
Clement of Alexandris did his best work between the
yeara 192-220 A,D, This man, next to Justin lMartyr and Iren-
aeus, 1ls regarded as the founder of Christlan literaturs, and
generally known as Clement the Great. It is indeed fortumate
that we have his writings in their entirety. I shall quote
tiilson, Clement's translator for' the basic facts of this great
fathor's biography. *Titus Flavius Clemens, the illustrious
head of the Catechetical school at Alexandria et ths close of
the aecond ce'ntury, was originally a pagan philosopher, The
date of his birth ls unimown. It is also uncertain whethsyr -
Aloxandria or Athons was his birthplace. ¢Un embrescing Chrise
tianity, he eagerly sought the inatructlons of its most
eminent teachers; for this purvose travelling extensively
over (reeco, Italy, Egypt; Palestine, and otheor regiona of
the East. Only one of these teachers can be with certainty
ldentified, viz., Pantaenus, of whom hs speaks in terms of
profound reverem-:e,' and wvhom he describes as the grea test
of them all.s Returning to Alexandria, he succeeded hls master
Pantaenus in the catechetical school, probably on the latter
doparting on nis missionary tour to the East, somewhere about
189 A,D., He was also made a presbyter of the Church, either
then or somewhat laters He continued to teach with great dis-

tinotion ti1ll A.D, 202, when the persecution under Severus
compelled him to retire from Alexandria, In the beginmning of

17. Hicene and Post-Wicene Fathers, 2nd Serles, Vol. I,
Eusebilus, V, pp. 256,237,



the reign of Caracalla we £ind him at Jorusalem, even then a
groat resort of Christian, and especially clerical, pilgrims,.
Yle also ear of him travelling to Antioch, furnished with a
lotter of recommendatlon by Alexander, bishop of Jorusalem.
The close of his career 1s covered with obscurity. He is.
supposed to have died about 220 A.D,. Among his pupils were -
Origen, Alexander of Jerusalem, and I!ippolytua."]'a In his
viork "The Tnstrictor” (Paedagogus) Glemex.xt quotes the Apoca=
lypse twice. The cltations are as follows:"Rightly...the Lord
again promises milk to the righteous, that the Word may be
clearly shown to be both, tthe Alpha and Omega,' beginning
and end," (Rev, 1, 8).19 The -second passage reads:"The Apoca=
lypse also aays that the Lord Himself appeared wearing such
a robo. It says also: !'I saw the souls of those that had
witnessed, bensath the ‘altar, and there was glven to each a
vhite robe.Y Hore .the reference is to Rev, 6, v.9 and v.1lls
"And when he had onened the £ifth seal, I saw under the altar
tho souls of them that were slaln for thes Word of God, and
for the Testimony wihich they held....And white robas were
glvon unto every one of them; and 1t was sald unto them, that
they should rest yot for s little season, until their fel low=-
servants also and thelr brethren, that should be killed as
they were, should be fulfilled."” In Clement!s Stromata or
Miscellanies there are.four references to the Apocalypse?
1)"Behold the Lord, and His reard is before His face, to give

to every one according to his works."ao This is a paraphrase
18, Ante=Nicene Fathers, Vol. II, pp. 166-16%7.
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of five Seripture toxts; Ps. 62,12:"For thou renderest to every
man according to hls work;"™ Is. 40,10:"Bohold, the Iord God:
will come with a strong har;d, and nis arm shall rule for him:
behold, his reard is with him, and hils work before Him3"

Is. 62,112"Bshold, the Tord hath proclaimed unto the end of
the world, Say ye to the daughter gf Zlon, Behold thy salvaw
tion comethj bohold, hils reward is with him, and his work
before him;" Rom.2,6:"God.ss.will render to every man accord=
ing to his deeds;" Rev, 22,12:"ind behold, I come quickly;.
end my reward 1s with me, to glve every man according as his
work shall be." 2) "ind thsy say that the seven eyes of the
Tord "are the seven splrits restsing on the rod that springs
from the root of Jesse,"2% This alludes t0 Rev. 5,6:"And I
beheld, and lo, in the muidst of the throne and of the four
beasts, and in the midst of the eldera, stood a Lamb as 1t

: had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are.
'the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth.” We
way compare hero also Is. 11,10:"And in that day there shall
be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the
people; to it shall the Gentiles seek: and his rest qhall be
glorious."? 3) "And although here upon earth he be not honcured
wlth the chief seat, he will sit down on the four-and-twenty
thrones, judging the people, as John suys in the Apocalypse. n22
The vefer-nce is of course to FRov. 4,4i1Mnd round about the
throne were four and twenty seats: and upon the seats I saw

four and twenty elders sitting, clothed in white raiment; and

&




24,

they had on their heads cromms of gold." Also Rev. 11,161
"And the four and twenty elders, which sat before God on
thelr seats, feoll upon their faces, and worshipped God,"

4) ™Mmus the Lord Himself is called 'the Alpha and Omoga, .
the beginning and the end,! 'by vhom all things were made,
and without whom not oven one thing was made.'" 25 e
coupare this with Rev. 1,83 1,11; and 21,6, the latter read-
ing as follows:"I am Alpha and Jmega, the beginning and the
ends I will give to him that is athirst of the fountain of
tho 'm;tar of 1life freelys" Dr. Lardner remarks thet there
1s a reforeonce in Clementts writings to Rev. 21,21:"And the

twelve goates were .twelve pearls; every seoveral gaté was of
one pearl: and the stroet of the cilty was pure gold, as it
were transparent glass." However, in reading through Clement
1n tho Anto-Nicens Fathere I.did not locate this allusion.
Tertullian: a contemporary of Clemeont, although of .
an entirely different school, and reckoned as The most learned -
of the Iatin Fathors. Although thiz troatise deals chiefly
with the Grook Fathers, I guote from Tertullian merely because
his tostimony for tﬁe Apostolis authorship of the book 1s
overuhe:ﬁing. According to Bowman he quotes the Apocalypse
80 times, aelthough I think this American clergyman overshoots
the mark in hila oomp!:lation.m The Ante=llcene Fathors, in
the Text Index listas 79 cltations of the Revelatlion by Ter-

tullian, but five of these are duplications and others again

23, Ante-lilcene Fathers, Vole II, pa 513.
24: S,L., Bowran, H storical !.zvid;nca of the Hew Testament, PpP.&382.
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are more paraphrases than they are direct quotations, Be that
as it nay, Tertulllian dcss bear aloquer;t tostinmony for the
apostolic genuinenoss of the Apocalypse. A good sample.is
the following: "The Apostle John, In the Apocalypse, des=
cribes a sharp two-cdged .sword coming out of the mouth.of.
God. n25 Another Is:M™hough Harcion rejects his revelation,
the succession of i shops traced to the original will assure

us that John is the author, n26 Marcion, whom Polycarp called

the 'first-born of Saban,'! rejected the book of Revelatilon,
tho whole of the 014 Testameant, the accoumt of the gensalogy
and baptlism of the Sgvior, the Acts of the Apoatles, the
Bpistlezs to Timothy, Titus, the Hebrews, and the Cathelic
Bpistles. Honce his denial of the authentlcity of the Apova=-
lypze is rather to be expected than to be consldered surprising.
As for Tertulllan, we ey sum up hls worth as a defender of
the Apostolic origin of the Revelation thus: "There can be

no doubt...that Tertullian regarded the Apostle John as the
suthor of the book of Revelation; and his confident assertion
may be considered as e® ressive of the _'ore_va:!.‘.l_ing opinion

of his time."27
T have quoted Tardnerseveral tlmes hsretofore. In

order to show that I am not putting too much weight on his
authority alonae, I will, Just for the sake of completensess,
rofor the reader o the opiniona of four other leading scholars

25, Ante-Nicene Fathers, Vol. III, ps. 663ff.
26, Ibid., Tertullian, Part II, Vs, Mardion, pe.
27, Barnes, intro,, p. xvil,



enong the moderns, El:lottge

makes this statement regarding
the testimony of Tertulllan: "Hls testimony to the Apocalypse
is most full and ample. Fe gquoctes, or rt;fers to it in more
than seventy passages in his writings, appoaling to it' expressly
as the work of the Apostle ' John." INoses Stuart asserts: "The
dee'.'.amtiongf'rertuluan ara so frequent and plain, that no.
doubt can possibly remain as to his balef, #29  men Mchaells
writes in his "Wrtelle der.Alten 8ber dle Offenbarung Johannis™
uphiolding Lardner's scholarship: "Aus dem Athenagoras, dem .
sog onannten Testament der ZwBlf Fatrianchen, und den
Clementinischon Recogniticnen, hat Lardner hloss elnzclne
Anspielungen auf dle Offenbarung Johannia angebracht, die
eigentlich nicht bewelson, duss man dlsses Buch fllr aecht
gehialton, sondsern nur, dass man es gekannt habe. Hingegen

ist von Theophilus Antlochenus, Clemens Alexandrinus, und
Tortulllanic gewiss, dass ale dle Offenmbarung fuer ascht
angonommon habong und hiemit beschllesset sich das zweite
Jahrhundor, o0 Then, finally, Dr. Theoogore Zahnl!s judguent

on the matteor of Tertullian as a witness for the apostolic
authorship and true canonieity of tho Aposalypse:TTertullian
nach dor Wienor Auaga‘e, soweit bisher srschisnen (vol, I-III),
fbrigens nach Cchler. Das worhin von Irenaeus an letztor

Stelle CGerfiimte wirde wahrschsinlich auch von Tert geléen

£28. E.B. Elliott, Horae Agolnticae; Vol. I, p.27.
29, lioses Stuart, A Commentary on Apocalypse, Vol. I, D.518.

30, lichaselis, Zwoiter Tell,.D. s
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wenn uns seine Schriften, besonders das im Codex Paris. Lat.
1622 enthalten gewesene Bueh DE SPE FIDELIUH,; erhalten waeren.
- Die vollstaendlge Zuawmxenstellung der Citate aus der Apoka-
lypas und der Anspiolang bei Roensch, Das lieue .Laatanant
Tertullians, pp. 530=544, Pp. 718 ~721 orleichteore die Usher-
sfcht sehr.? 9L

'pr to the end of the sascond century no doubts had
been cast on the Apoatol:la. character of the Boook of Revela=
tlon, as the proceding ovidence that has bssn adduced shows.
With tho excoeption of the heresy of lMontanus and the sce
callod Alogl, vho ssert to have opposed the doctrine of the
Logos and hence rejected all the Johannine writings, the
tostimony of the carly fathers for the book is indoed overe
whelmning, Aa for the Alogl there 1s grave doubt whether such
& scet cver oxlsted. Dr. Iardnor firmly deniss thelr cevidence.
Ané Pug sums up the matter very neatly in the fellowing words:
"Doch esusser don IirchenvEtern des vliorten Jahrhunders s.:l.nd
ung von Aslon schon frilhere CGagner der Apocalynse angesagts
nor:...:.ch die Secte der Aloger, ueber welche nuan desto mehr
5eachriebon hat, Jjeo weniger man von ihnen welss. Epiphnius
nemlich berelcherte die Faturhistoris der Kotmor mit eliner
neuen Species, und nannite sie Aloger. Der Cyprische Bischof
hatte vielleicht -Aergerniass an den antlapokalyptischen Ge=
sinmmungen seinsr Hachbarn und Antshrueder suf dem festen

iande genomaen, und gedacate ihnen ueber ihr Beginnen dle

3l. Hug, op. clt,, p.538,
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Woslle heisa zu maechen,"™2 pn, Theodore Zahn, with his usual
thoroughness, comments on the Alozl thus: "Dem ven Epiphanius
aerfundensn Hamen 2 oy 0C _ (HASR, 51,3) sheint es gu
entaprochen, dass or ludlglich in Rucchaicht auf das Vorkommen
des Logosnamens alcht muar Johamnils 1,1—i4; Apocalypse 19,13
("And ho was clothed with a vesturc dipped in blood: and his
nane 1s callod The Word of God"), sondorn auch I Johannis 1,1
dle Vermtung auaasprichi, degs anch dle’ johannische Briefor
ven der Alogern verworfen werden selen, Ist aber nouerdings
bowlosen, dass Hlppolybtus der Verfasser des Canon Maratorii

ist, so 1st dooh gu beachion, dasa im Canon Xuratoril, I,

Yy

§-34 ehonso nachdruecklich wie bel IEpiphanius die Btoffliche
Ucboreinstirmmg swischen Evangelium und Briasfen des Johannes
behauptot, und das dor in begug auf dle zwel kieineren johane
nlschon Briefe gobrauchite Auasdruck in catholileca (sc. occlesia)
hebentur Canon Iuretorlil 1, 61 das genaue CGogentell ist von
dem, wag Bpiphaniua (HAZR. 51,3) nach P;nfuehrung von Saetzen
aus I Johennls den Alogern nachsagh: g';y( <. £ 4« Q’ T :L

5:': s 2 -': JE 77, E’E{
a deecv & t. Tas nich nascher bastimmte

3
A é Z'.d\ wolst gurucclr auf das kurz vorher gebrauchte OU

Allos dles welst gurueck auf dle Quelle, =us welcher Xplphanius

seine tellweisc woertlichen Anfushrungen von Urtellen der

Aloger geschoepft hat, noemlich elne Schrift Hippolyt's,

Dieser wird dann auch Epiphanius 51,3 den von ihm vorgefundenen
ey \ \ c/ / 2 (

Titel entlohnt haben: £1 &V ove/

2lalvyev ﬁs C

52. Hug’ Ops cit.’ p. 538.
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écéao!/r o7 53 S0 much for the Alogl,
The

7
third half century after the death of St. Tohn

covers the years 200. to 250 A.,D., Hore the names of %those who
are reckoned as beering wiltness to the apo:tolic origin of
the Apocelypse are the followlng fathers: Fippolytus, who
flourished clrea 220 A.D.; Mepos, an Egyptlcn blshop; Thascius
Cypirlan, bishop of Carthage, shortly after 246 A.D.$ Origen,

the most learned and vorsatlle theologlan of the third cen-

tury, the pupil of Cleoment of Alozandria and.hia auccessor
there, and thg great cditor of the llexaple edition of the
Foly Bibles; ond finally Metheodins, bishop of Clympus .1:1 Syria,
vho apparvently suffored martyrdom in 311 A.D. The ezegotical
vicws of Hlppolytus, Cyptrian, Orlgon, and Methodius will be |
troated at longth in tho second part of this treatlze., Here |
wie are intereated only in thelir =2ttitude towards the apostolic
origin and the canonicity of the Apocalypse.

Hippolytus, presbytor in Rome, exiled to Sardinia
in 235 A,D., "ms a pupil of Tronacus, Aftor the death of
Orlgen (254 A.D.) he was rogardod as the most learnod among
tho Cnpistian writers of his tims, Fe defended the Revelation
againat the so-called "Alogl." Mo made it his spscisl respon=
5ib11ity to defond the Johomnino writings in general, Bsfore
becoming praesbyter in Romo ho was bishop of Ostia (Portus
Romanus) oirca 2256 A.D. Alford states that Iuppglyﬁus UPre=
quently quotes %the Apocelypse with the words _1de\( n(
_&_s_;(ag "and in one passage (DT ANTICTRISTO, oh.w{ he

33, 'Th. 2ahn, Offenb dos Johannes, Epste Haelfte, Einl.,
.56, footn T

-
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to quote Rev. 17, 1=18,

HNepos, of Arsinoe, bishop in Egypt, concerning whose
history we Imow very little., Euseblus discusses his schism
(heresy) in chapter 24.of Book VII of the "Ecclesiastical
History."‘ The historian quotes the words of Dionysius of
Alexandria concerning Nepos:"But since they bring forth a
cortain worlk of Wepos, on which they rely confidently, as if
it proved beyond .digpute that there wlll be & reign of Chriat
on earth, I confess that in many other respects I approve
and love Nepos, for his faith and industry and diligence in
the Soriptures, and for his extensive psalmody, with which
many of the brethren are delighted, but the truth should be
loved and honored most of all. And while we should preise
and approve ungrudgingly vhat is sald aright, we ought to
examine and correct what does not seem to have been written

2 Dionysius is here referring to Hepos! work

soundly. nd
"Refutation of the Allegorists® in which the Egyptian bishop
tried to establish his chiliastic doctrine, and which he
directed against Origen and other allegorical interpreters
lkie him, vho avolded the materialistic cuneptions deduced
by so many from the Apocalypse by spiritualizing and allegore
1ging its language. Unfortunately this work of Hepos is not

extant. However, the points is here that ilepos of Arsinoe

54, Dean He Alford, Greek Tectament, Vol. IV, Proleg. p.200
55: Hlcone m Post—ﬂicene 3 T8, vol. I, Eugsebius, VII, 24,



bellieved the Apocalypse to be the work of the Apostle John.
Cyprian of Carthage, who quotes or alludes to the
Apocalypse sume 56 times in his writings, is an important
and interesting witness to.the apostolic origin of John's
book. "Little 1s lmown of the early history of Thasolus
Cyprian (b, circa 200 A.D.) until the period of his intimacy
“with the Carthaginian presbyter Cecilius, which led to nis
cunﬁ‘e:-aion-, 246 A,D. That he was born of respectable paren-
tezo, end highly oducated for the professlion of a rhetorician,
is 2ll that cen be sald with any degree of certainity. At
his baptlsm he asswned tho name of his friend Cecllius, and
devoted himself, with all the energles of an ardent and
vigorous mind, .to the study and practice of chr:!.st!.an:ltﬁ‘. His
ordination and his elevation to the episcopate rapidly followed
his conversion. With sone resistance on his own part, and
inot without groat objectlions on the part of the older presby-
ters, who saw themselves superseded by his promotion, the
popular.urgency constrained him to accept tha'off'ice of bishop
of Carthage (248 A.D.), which he hald until his martyrdom

in 258 A-Do'ae

Origen, who died in 264 A.D., quotes from the Apoca=
lypso froquontly (ca. 60 times according to Bowman) and never
shows any doubt whatsoever as to its euthor, This fact 1s
especially noteworthy because Origen, of all the chuxrch fathers,

vas the most inquisitive end painstaking in considering all
the doubts and objections raised concerning books in the

36, Ante-Nicene Fathers, Vol. V, Ds264, .



‘Bibli.cal canon.“ﬁés stated beforse; he was the most learned

and wost prolific theologian of the third century. In his
ccomentary on 8t, latthew he atates his intention of writing
en exposition of the Apocalypse; this gquotation I could not
locate for the reason that his exegesis of lMatt. 24 1s not
included in Soribnor's Ante=Nicene Fathors. However, Dr. Zahn
who had the most complete criticel apparatus before him when
he expounded the Revelation,; lists in hls Einleltung the two
passages in which Origen mentions his intentions. Quote:"Alles
dles von den sieben Hasuptern des Drachens, die vielleicht

auf sieven Herrschor (urincipves rerum) der Boshelt ;adar auf
‘ebensoviele zum Tode fuehrende Suenden gedeutet worden koennen,
in oingelnen aussulogen, lst nicht and der Zsit. Es wird aber
seiner Zeit ausgelegt worden in der Offenbarung des Johannes."
' In the second passage Origen comsents on the ten horns and

the seven crownsi®Jetszt abor muss ich usber jene Offenbarung
nur des auslegen, dass dor Schwang des Drachen den dritten
Toll dor Sterne des Timmels horuntergerissen und auf dile Eprde
goworfen hat." 57 And then Zehn adds the important statement:
"Dass or dlese Absicht in bezug auf die Apokalypse ausgefushrt,
oder also Ersatz dafuer Scholien oder Homilien ueber dleses
Buch geschrieben hobe, ist nirgendwo be;seugt."sa Zahn proceeds
to discuss oritically Origen'sScholia and comes to the final

conclusion that Origen probobly never wrote a commentary on the

Apocalypsa. I found an extremoly Interesting ccrment in the

37, zahn, op. cit., Einleitung, pps 101,102,
38, Tbid., p. 102. i



£ind biography.and critique on Origen by Redepenning:" Dle
Apokalypse hielt or fuor das Verlk des Zebedalden Johannes
{Corm, on John 1,163 11,100 und oft an anderen Stellen).
Dass er sle zu den Buechern der Di.athek:a. rechnete, folgt
ueberdles aus seinem Vorhaben, sle durch einen Kommentar su
elasutern (Ser. in Matt.): nur die heiligen Buecher. konnte
er auslegen wollen., Vermutlich wuerde bel seinem richtigen
Urteile ueber die Schreibart des Briefes an die Hebrfler auch
hior dle Verschledenhelt des Stlls ihm nicht entgangen sein,
haette nicht der gehelmnisreiche Inhalt; der ergleblgats Stoff
allegorischer Deutungen, ihn bestochen." 59

llethodlius, really exceeds the limits of our field
in the critical analysis of the ovidence of the. testimony
for the Apocalynse in the first 150 years after John's death,
Towever, since I am emphasizing the early Greek Fathers and
am also 1neiud1ng the Donatist Tychonius in the second part
of this paper, I.do not think it superfluous to add his
testimony to the previously adduced witnesses. Fls dates are
glven as A.D. 280=312. Vicary Clark, his translator, says of
him:"lMethodius, vwho 1s also called Eubulius, was, firat of
all bishop, sirmltaneously of Olympus and Patara in Lyolas,
as 1s testified by several ancient writers. He was afterwards
removed, according to St., Jerome, to the eplscopal see of
Pyre in rFhoenicia, and at the end of the latest of the great
porsecutions of the Church, about the year 312, he suffered

39, Redepenning, Origenes, eine Darstell . seines Lebens
_ und seiner msgv-f—g—ma———‘g‘—_——, Ol. £, Ps240. .




martyrdom at Chalcls in Greece.s..lethodius is kmown chidefly
as the antagonia“t of Orlgen; although, as has been pointdd
out, he was himself influenced in no small degree by the
nethod of Origen, as may be seen by his tendency to alle-
gorical interpretations of Holy Seripture.... His writings
agalnst Porphyry, with the exception of some slight frage
ments, are lost; as are also his exegetical writings."m
There are nine guotations of the Apocalypse in the extant
writings of ilethodius, I shall here glve only one eitation ,
hores"And that the VWord, when He was incarnate, beceme Virgin,
in tho same way as He was chief Shephord and chief prophet

of the Church, the Chrl st-possessed John shows us, saying in
the Book of Revelation; 'And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood
on the mount Zion, and with Him an hundred forty and four
thousand, having is name and ¥ils Father's name written in
their foreheads. And I heard a voice from hoaven, as the wvolce
of many .m.ters, and as the volce of a great thunder; and I
heard the volce of harpers haorping with thelr harps: and they
sung as 1t wore a now song before the throne, and before the

four beests, and the elders: and no man could learn thet song

' but the hundred and forty and four thousand, which were re-

doemed from the earths These are they which were not defiled
with women; for they are virgins, These are they who follow
the Lamb M:ii:hersoever He goeth, 1wdl

Barnes neatly sums up the preceding evidence thus:

40, Ante-Nicene Fathers, '!Tol. VI. p.SO'Iff.
4l. Ibid., p.313,
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1. The author calls himsclf Hohn, evlidently with the design
of represonting himsolf as the apostle of that name, since
his revelation to the churches of.Asia Ilinor is such as -
hhe relation of the Apoatle John was, and because the name
-John, unless there was something to qualify it, would
ggzgrally be understood as rererring to the apostle of

naS e A

2+ The fact that John lived at Ephesus, and was well=known
to the seven churches in Asla Iiinox.

5. The fact that he lived to an extreme old age = to the
time when the book was supposed to have besen written.

4, The fact that there was a persecution in the time of
Domitian, whon this book was supposed to have been written.

S« Favorable coneluaiona_derivad from a comparios with the
aclknowledged writings of John; the Gospels and the three .
Epistles, ™42

42, Barnes, op. clt., Intros P«l0.



. v Be Tho Refutation of the (Objections the Ear
Gritics as to the IposEo!‘.Io origin of the Imealne.

The first witness the doubters swmion to their ald
1n.estubliah1ng thelr position 1is gl.i_u_g,' a presbyter at ‘Rome
vho flourlished about 210 A.,D. The passapge from his writings
which lead some to think that he rojected the Revele.eion.of
st; John 1s as follows: "And Cerinthus also, vho by hils revel=:
atlons, as if written by some great apms tle, imposes upon us
monstrous relations of things of !:::I.s owmn linvention, as shown
him by an angel, says, 'that after the resurrection thore shall
be ‘a terrestricl kingdom of Christ, and that men shall live
again in Jwrusalem, subject to aegmual desires ond pleasures.
And being an enemy to the divine Soriptures, and desirous to
seduce menkind, he says there will be a term of a thousand
yoars spent in nuptial entertainments.!™ This is alleged to
refor to Rev. 20, 4-6:"And I saw thrones, and they sat upon
them, and judgment was given unto them; and I saw the souls
of them that woere behoaded far the witness of Jesus, and for
the Word of God,,and wnich had not worshipped the beast,
neither his immge, noeither had received his mark upon"bhei'r
foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with
Christ a thousand years. But the rest of th e dead lived not
agein until the thousand years were finished. This is the
f£irst resurrection. Blessed and holy is he that hath part in
the first resurrection? on such the second death hath no power,
but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign
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with him a thousand years," Barnes, with his ususl persplcuity,

rorarks :"Calus was opposed to Cerinthus and his views, and '

hence opposed to the prevalling doctrine of Chillasm, or the

doctrine of the !llleniwm, that Christ should reign personally

on the earth with his saints a thousand years. It may be pose

8ible that Cerinthus may have forged a work pretending to be

of apostolic origin, in which these doctrines were affirmed.

The views referred to by Caius as held by Cerinthus are not

the views vhich are found in Revelatlon chapter twenty. He

spoke of a 'terrestrial kingdom of Christ3? that "men would

relign again in Jerusalem/! thet theyhwould be subjest ! to

sensual ploasurcsj! that 'tho term of a thousand years would

be spent in nuptial entertaimments,! Ilone of these opinlons

are found in the Book of Revelation as we now have it,"™O |
Furthermore, ce.ius calls the book 'Ravelations' in-

stoador Roveldtion 85 A TT opct. ‘-’—}Z’J—“ as 1t is

genorally calleds Perhaps Calus was referring to a different

work from that of John, possibly & forgery, for Theodoret
writes "that Cerinthus forged certain revelations as 1f he
nimsolf had seén them, and declares that the lringdom of the
Tord will be established on earth.®

Uionysius of Alexandria is the most important of the
anciont objectors to the apostolic origin of the Apocalypse,
although he certainly did not deny its insplration. Dionysius
was a pupil of Origen, and was rade bishop of Alexandria in
248 A.D. It is Important to note that Dionysius opposed the

43, Barnes, op. cite., Intro. pp.1l.12.



Apocalypse on dogmatical groumds. As hs claims, he "did not
understand 1t;" especially the dootrine of the millennium
which he thought it plainly taught. Further, he believed the
avthor of the APocalypae to be another John, ; poaaibl:y John
the Presbyter. Se we see that Dlonysius 1s unlike Calus, who
opposed the Revelation as a forgery by Cerinthus, Caius is
reckoned by Epiphanius as one of the "Alogl," who prosumably
wore those who rojected the writings of John as coming from
him, and attributed them to Cerinthus. But let us turn to

the Eccloslastical Wistory of Euseblus once mores The hise
torian quotes Dionysius as follows:"some who were before us
have utterly rejected and confuted this book, criticizing
every chapter; showing it throughout unintelligible and ine
consistent; adding, moreover, that the Inspiration is false,
forasmch as it is ﬁpt Jonn's; nor 1s a revelation which is
hidden under so obscure and think a veil of lgnorance..:and
this not only no apostle, but not so much as any holy or
eccleslastical man was the author of this writing, but that
Cerinthus, founder of the heresy called after him the Cerine
thian, the bettor to recommend his own forgery, prefixsd to
1t an honorable name. For thls they say was one of his par-
ticular notions, that the kingdom of Christ should be earthly;
consisting of those things which he himself, a carnal and senw
sual man, most admired, the pleasures of the belly, and its
concupiscence; that is, egting and drinking, and marriage;
and for the more decent procurement of these, feastings and
sacrifices and slaughters of victims, But, for my part, I
dare not reject the book, sinco manyhof the brethren have it
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in high eateem; but, allowing 1t to be above iy understanding,
I suppose it to contaln throughout some latont and wonderful
meaning; for although I do not understand 1%, I suspect there
mist be some yrofiound meaning in the words; not measuring and
Judging these- things by my own reason, but asocribing more to
falth, I esteem them too sublime to be comprchended LY mosiaes
I do not deny, thon, that hnis name 1s John, and this is John's
book; for I belleve 1t to be the work of some holy and inspired
porson, Novertheless, I cannot easily grant him to be the '
apostle, tho son of Zebedee, brother of James, whoge is the
Gospel ascribed to John, and the Catholic Epistles for I
conclude from the manmner of apaeci:. and the term of expression,
and the conduct of the book, as we call it, that he 1s not
the same person; for the evangelist novhers puts dowmn his
name, nor doos he speak of himself eithor in the gospel or
the epistle. I think, therefore, that he 1s another, one of
them that dwslleth in Asiaj; forasmuch as it is sald, that
there are two tombs at Ephesus, each of them called Jom's
torb; and fram the sentiment, and words, and dlsposition of
them, 1% 1s likely that he differed from him who wroto the
gospel and epistle."“ Yiote here that Dionyslus cltes no
historical evidence against the apostolic authorship of the
Apocalypse; but merely refers to internal mnttéra;' in a word,

reasons fram the book itself, Eusebius trles not to be partial
one way or another, but i1t is quite evident: that he follows

44. Hicene end Post-Nineme Fathers, I, Eusebius, VII; 25.
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the opinion of m.onyslus; But one thing iz sure about Buse-
blusi Inspite of his scruples he does not dare to rob the
Apocalypse of 1ts canonlecal standing. Tho Apocalypse 1s not
found in mozt of the early catalogs of the lew Testament,
Grogory of Naglanzen omits 1t in his, and the Council of
Taodicea, 363 A.D., omalts it in the list appended to its
canons, Cyrlil of Jorusalom, who publishsd hls 11ist in 360 -
AJD, omlts it also. Amphilocus, bishop of Iconilum in 380 A,.Ds
says: "Scme admit the Apocalypse of 8t, John, but most persons
say it is spuric;us." Eusebius, trying to be an unblased
chroniclor, straddles the fence and leaves the question of
authorshlp an open oneos And regarding its canonlcity, he
scrovhet dubiously classifles it as a Homologumenon. During
the fourth century, however, 1t was generally classed wilth
the so-called Antilogomena,lo oks spoken against; the Antl-
logomena ars seven in number, "the Epistle to the Hebraws,
the Second Eplatle of Pater, the Second and Third Bpitl‘e

of John, the Epistle of James, the Eplstle of Jude, and
Rovolation;"4® = Barnes rightly maintains that this flurry of
doubts in t'h.é latter part of the fourth century cannot ;:lovm
the clear nlstorlcel evidence of the early writers, for the
origen of the Apocalypse must be determined by writers who
11ved ot or ebout the time when the book was writtenAnother
f£ine point is brought out by. the above-uentioned expositor

when ho says that Pthe objoctions alleged against the Apoca-

A5, John Theofdode Mueller, Christian Dogmatics, P« 130 °
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:ll.ypae in later times were wﬁolly on internel grounds, and

wore mainly dorived from the :E‘aet that 1t was nungos.ed to

. countenance the doctrine of Chiliasm, or the doctrine of

the personal reign of Yhrist and the saints for a thousand
years In Jerusalem, and from the fact thet the followers

of Cerinthus appealed to this book In gsupport of their
pornicious orrors."¥® Hug comments thus: "It was emidst the
disputes concerning the millennium that the first explicit

and welleauthentlcated denial of the Apocalypse oecurred, wd?
Zahn wexes polemical and almost caustic in his remarks: "Dle
Tnzulaenglichkeit der Anstrengungen der Aloger, des Dionysius .
Aloxandy»inus and des Euseblius, dle bls in die Zelt der des
Verfassers der Apokalypse und bis in dle Heimat des Euches
hinaufreichendes Ueberlieferung zu bestrelten, lisgt am Tage.
Tieses Urtoil gruondet sich ja kelnes wegs nur auf dle iangel-
haftigkelt der Auslegung dor zoelteren fuellen der Usberlief-
erung durch die verneoinenden Krltiler des dritten wmd vierten
Jahrhunderts, auf dle wuordelose Felghelt, nit der sie ihran
Viiderspruch vertreton, und die rohe Gemesinhelt lhrex Vorgaenger
im gwelten Jahrhundert, sonder vor allem darauf, dass dle
golehrten Kritiken sich auf keinerlel anders Aautsnde Ueber-
1ioferung zu berufen gewagt heben, offenbar aus dem zwingenden
Grunde, dass es bis zu lhrer Zelt und ucberhaupt im ganzen
Berlech der alten Kirche keine sndere Usberlleferund ueber dle
Entstenung der Apokelypse gogeben hat, Es wayr unserer Zeit

vorbehalten, gwar nicht eine andere Tradition positiven Inhalts

48, Barnes, Op, CiGes intoos D. 16.
47, Hug, Ope eitq. Ps 5334
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aus guverlaossigen Quellen nachguwelsen, wohl aber erstens
dle cinzige alte Usberlieferung su verdunkeln und zweltens
oine erst nach dem Jahre 400 hler und da auftauchende Angabe
80 gu deuten, dass dadurch dle eingige wirkliche Ueberllefer-
ung ausgeschlossen eracheiat, a9

-In cunclﬁding this section let me state wry personal
conviction in thls matter, in view of the evidence presented
" above, I am convinced that Revelation was written by the
Apostle John for the simple and compelling reason that its
apostolic origin was not questioned for over two centuries
aiter it was written: 1In view of the fact that the early
Church was 80 careful about admitting books to the Sacred
cano.:m, in view of the fact .tha.t 80 many apocryphal gospels
and epistles wore so definitely rejected, I do mnot see how
the Apocalypse could have escaped a simllayr fate if it had
been the least doubted when it appeared. As the yeara roll
by and we are taken ever father from tﬁe year 96 A.D, when
John wrote the Apocalypse, modern criticism is dwarfed when
it is ranged alongslde the testimony of the ifirst centurles
of the Christlan era.

48, Zahn, ops cit., Erste Haelfte, Einl. pp.78.79,



II. The Historical Interpretation of the Apocalypse
by the Barllest Grock Expositors (from the death
of S¢. John to 380 A.D,) :

A« A Brief Summary of the Oral and Written Tradition
concerning the Revslation. .of St,John the Divine.

o8
L]

At the turn of the second century into the third
we find the Book of Rovelation in almost every congregation
of the Christian Church; it was regarded as & sacred writing
of permanont value, and was adopted and studiously read in
public worshlp. The .only exception to this tradition was the
Syrian National Church in and about Edessa, which at that
time was in tho early stages of organigzation. From the Apoca=
lypse more than any other book of the Bible the early Chris-
tians, both hity and clergy, women as well as men, drew come
fort in their sufferings under Roman persecutors and heroic
courage for the confession of thelr faith by word and blood.
This we lmow clearly from the Greek report of the congrega-
tions of Lyons and Vienne in the year 177 A.D. on the bloody
persecution they endured ln that very year; furthermore, from
the Iatin Acts of the Scillitan lartyrs (named thus after
their birthplace in Humidia) of the year 180 A,D., and the
Carthaginian women Perpetua and Fellcitaes in the years 202-
2035 A.D.. The Gallic Christians quote the words of Revs 28,11:
("He that 1s unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which



is £ilthy, et him be filthy still: and he that iz righteous,
lot hin 'b.e rightevus stlll; and he that is holy, let him be
holy still.") as 's. prophecy whilch iaaa found 1ts fulfillment
in the bestial handling of the corpses of the martyrs by the

Roman officials end the enraged populace, Euscbius, in his .

"Bocleslastical History" writes:

which Blandina met

this quotation he dsscrlbes the jJoy wit
hor desth, pict.uriizg her in the words of Revelatlon 19,9:

/ " .
“Ef & ; Zumt!& ay é&‘rd l{“glu“ﬂ/4 « From Rev. 1,5

{cfe 3,15) ar:!.sas E‘xma'b*us' phrase (v.a.s) Illl m;zd Kg

!
) u/w %X wio ol(ld é @V, which
\ '3 P ~ L
£its closely with the phrase oL &
A ‘ :
f {3;15). From Rov. 14,4, after the comparison

3 ¢
. The spokesman of tho Twelve lNartyrs from Seillium,

Speratus, rcfuses thse deimend of the judges that they swear
by the aplirit of the Smporor with the words borrowed esson-
‘tially (with a smail admlxture from Rom.13,7) from Reve 17,14
{"hege shell make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall
overcome thom: for ho is Lord of lords, and King of kings:

- and they that are with him are called, and chosen, and fait_h—

ful;" of Revae 19,6:"ind I heard as it vere the voice of a

groet multitude, and as the volce of many waters, and as the

49, liicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, Vol. I, Fusebius, V, l=3.



volce of mighty thurderings, saying, Alleluila: for the Lord
God ommipotent relgneth." ofy also Rev. 1,5:"And from Josus
Christ, who is the falthful witness, and th;a £irst begotten
of tho dead, and the prince of the kinga of the earth,"): "I
know nothing of the empire of this world; fore than the Emperor
we sorve that God, vhom no man has geon, nor can see with these
oyes (John 1,18)s I have not committed a theft, but rather,
vhen I buy something, I pay the rate because I acknwoeldge
my Lord, the King of kings and Huler of all the nmations,®
A Christian woman named Donata also adds to this confession:
“lonor is due the Enpercr as Imperor, but fear i1s due God."
(Cf. I Peter 2,17:"Honor ell wens Love the brotherhood. Fear
Gode, Fonor the king." OCfs 8180 Revs '13,3=-73"And I saw one
of his hoads as 1t were wounded to ‘death; and hls deadly
would wes hooled: and all the world wondered aftor the beast.
And they worshipped the dragon which gave power untc the beast:
and they worsnipped the beaat, saying, Who is like unto the
beast? who 1s able to make war with him? And there was given
wnte him a mouth speaking great things and biasphemies; and
power was glven unto him to continue forty and two months. And
10 opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme
his name, and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in heavens
And it wes given unto him to wake war with the saints, and to
overcome them: and power was given him over all kindreds, and
tungues, and natlons.")

Among the sacred writings which were d!.acovered' among
the earthly possessions of the martyrs in a book case and were
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talen into custody, the Apocalypce, says Zahn,so rust have
been found. Still clearer "the Acta of Forpctua" testify
of the influonce of the Apocalypso particulerly on the
spiritual morale of the women of the early Christian Church,
I shall now brlefly sketch the orsl and written
tradition of the second century fathers with reference to
their estimatlion. of the Apocalypse. Irenacus bases his
eschatology on the Booiz of Revelatlon, Fe considers Jomm
the Apostle as author as self-evident, although he does
mention him specifically as lts author (Joannes iIn apocalypsi
altg, :i.n-q’-.it, vidit). Hippolytus, recently shown to be the
authior of the Ifuratorian Canon, spoeaks of tho virlter of the
¢ ¢ xmdsTodsc .

Tertuilian dlso defends the Apocalypse as an apostolic book,

Rovelation as 5

the last reveiation of Chriast with the true gpoctolic authox_'ity.
In. the days of Cloment of Alexandria tho dlstinctlion botween
canonical and acn~-cenonical books was not so definite in
Alexandria as it was in the Ocoldent. Yot he too accepts

St, John as the author. Whils Theophilus of Antloch in Syrda
favors the Apccalypse, the authorlty of the book vanighes
gradually on & ccount of the rising.influence of the Syrian
Tatlonal Church. In Asia linor our witness Melito, bishop
of Sardis (150=180 A,D.) has unfortunately coms dowm to us
only in the form of titles and fragments. ¥Vhat we lmow of
him has already been quotcd from Eusebius (Bk.IV,26:2). Poly-
carp, the dlscliple of St. Jokn himself, forms the unbroken

80, Zahn, ops clt,, Einl. DPe.2s
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link between the Ajpostle and Irenacus. The tradition lines
up as follows: Christ -« St. John = Polioarp - Irenaeus. This
tradltion, as Zahn so ably shows, even i1f oral, 1s so strong
and reliable thet it 1s extremely difficult for the critics
to accomplish its total elimination and destruction, St.
John, it would seem, Joined the band of the Lord's disciples
at the agu of 27, He was about 95 years old vhen he wrote
the Apocalypse. Polycarp was born circa 656 A.D,, converted
about 69 A,D., ordalined bishop of Smyrna about 85 A.D., met
Ignatius (of. his letter to Smyrna) somewhere between 105=
110 A.D, jJourneyed to Rume in 154 A.D., and was martyred 155
A.,Ds Irenacus was born about 115 A.D. and became assoclated
with Polycarp about 120 A.D.;} he accompanied Polycarp to
Rome, 154 A.D, He was presbyter in Iyons up to 177, and
after a visit to Rome was made bilshop of Lyons. Papias, whom
I will discuss in a moment, defends John's authoridhip. His
dates are uncertain, but Zahn holds that he wrote during the
time of the “mperor Hadrian (117-138 A.D.), and that he was
born later than Polycarp and died at an earlier date than
the lutter. Euseblus is prejudiced against Paplas and rildi=-
cules him for his millennialistic views. But Irenaeus calls
nin Jwevvou 2 &ggGTg’F ,—TI oL!gg,g’glau ;"‘Mf‘g o (Tren. V,34,4).
J‘uat!:n Hartyr, vhom I will examine oritically shortly, accepts
John, or rather vhat to him is John's doctrine of the millen=-
niwn, during the lifetime of Polycarp and Papias (130=135 A.D,)

51, Zahn, op. cit., Erste Haelfte, Einl. p.22.
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and "in seinem erheblich spaeter um 151-155 geschriebenen

Dialog mit dem Juden Tryphon (ch. 80,81), durch den wir

diese Tatsachen erfahren, bezeugt er, dass alle 'gang

~ rechtglasubigen (?!p]ﬂdfﬂé“ﬂﬂ; dnl[:! EEIVT%U
Christen an eine Auferstéhung des Fleisches und an ein

tausendjaehriges Dasein in einem neugebauten Jerusalem

glauben, 191 .
Montanus of Fhrygla also plays lnto the tradition

of the Apocalypse, Montanus was a peasant who proclaimed the
millennarian view that the new Jerusalem would come in hils
day. Two women joined him in proclaiming this "doctrine,"
The passage in John's Gospel (14,16 = 16,15) which deals with
the sending of the Paraclete, he applies to himself. The
logical conclusion we must reach here then 1s this: If
John's Apocalypse and his Gospel had not been generally
accepted, liontanus could not have based his false exegesis
on them,

Cortaln legends concerning the Apostle John ﬂ.re also
of some importance in the present study. The E_.e (4 OCr ac

o /
luJol YV Ol , or the "Wanderings of John" by Leucilus

Charinus ( a pseudonym), who poses as a disciple of St. John,

pictures John the Apostle as the author of the Apocalypse.
This production of the so-called Leucius imitation of the
name Luke) was accepted by a personage of no mean reputation,
none other than Clement of Alexandria, as perfectly authentlo
and genuine., The "Wanderings of John," be it a mixture of

61. Zahn, op. cit., Erste Haelfte, Einl. p.22.
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truth and legend or not, nevertheless describes the Apoca=
lypse as that "book which Jesus Christ revealed to Fis
lJtl.sm.:I.pless.“5

The influence of the Apocalypse was late., It was
delayed. Why? The critics say that since the fathers travel-
led about a good deal the Revelatlion should have reached
Rome and Antioch in Syria at an earlierdate than it actually
dld, but that the fact 1s that the Apocalypse was yet unkmown
in these two cities in the year 110 A.D. and thereabouts.
However we know that Ignatius the noble Christian martyr,
went to Asia iilnor around 110 A.D., wrote his seven famous
lotteors, and passed through Ephesus. Ephesus was doubtless
the rirst ‘nristian congregation to recelve the message of
St. John (of. Rev. 2,1=7): We lmow futhermore that Ignatius
bishop of Antiboh in his references to the relationship be-
tween the Ephesian Christiens and the apostles of the Lord,
desplses Christian prophecy. He speaks of the fast approach=
ing end of the world, and hence we can easlly see why he
would be wary of a prophetic book like the Apocalypse. The
point here i1s that the Apocalypse had not yet come to_'Antioeh
at the turn of the first and second century mark (100 A.D.).
Simila rly, there was no knowledge of 1t at Rome at the early
dste of 110 A.D. '

Some- scholars stoutly maintain that Hermas lmew the
Apocalypse of St, John and imitated it. However, Dr. Zahn
upholds the oppnosite view vhen he states that the Pastor

62, J.B. Lightfoot, The Apostolic Fathers, Greek Text p.307;
transl. p.4135.



Hermae (Shepherd of Hermas), written by a Roman clu-iatian,
did .not lmow of .t;hh's Revelation; but that the Pastor Hermae
wvas accepted as canonical in all churches fram Lyons to
Carthage. Yot 1t must have been written no less than five,
and not more than ten years after the Apocalypse of St. John
.appeared. it 1s thought that the author of the Pastor Hermse
was the brother-of Bishop Pius of Rome. At any rate, in the
fourth century it was definitely ruled out of the H,T. canon.
Already around the year 200 A,D. the Apocalypse was the only
prophetic book allowed in the publliec service., 2Zahn is quite
positive in his assertion that neither Clement of Rome nor
tho author of Pastor Hermase had seen or knew the Book of
Revelation. I quite agree with Zahn on this point; neverthe-
less, In order not to ignore those who take the opposk e view,
I quote Bishop Lightfoot's translation of the passage in the
Shepherd which he takes to refer to Rev. 21,14("And the wall
of the city had twelve foundations, and in them the names of
the twolve apfostles of the Lamb): "Here now concerning the
stones that go into the bullding, The stones that are squared
end vhite, and that fit together in thelr joints, these are
the apostles and bishops and teachers and deacons, who walked
after the holiness of God, and exercised their office of
bishop and teacher and deacon in purity and sanctity for the
elect of God, socme of them already fallen or asleep, and
others still living. And because they always agreed with one
another , they both had peace among themselves and listened
to one another, Therefore their joinings fit together in the
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bullding of the tower. w62 The Greek text for this is aa

»9 L 2] i [‘l
followsy ov é \/ v (4 {law\/ vy IVTw/
S \ > C /: \ 2 l/z ! <

-

o 0 v

/ - ;
JoyoV GV, ové«V JTho passage in the genuine Eplstle of St. Clement
t d ’\ f :

¢ ) of Rome to the VYorinthlans, which, Lightfoot says, refers
R, to Rev. 22,12("And behold, I come quickly; and my reward is
with me, to give every man according as his work shall be"),
reads thus:"The good workman recelveth the bread of his work /,.
with buldness, but the slothful and careless dareth not look
his employer in the face. It is therei ore needful that we
should be gealous unto well-doing, foP of Him are all things:
sine He forewardne§. us saying: Byhold, the Lord, and ¥is
revard is before Hls face, to recompense cach man accord ng

to his work, u®3

5

52. Xightfoot, op. cit.,Greek text p,307; trans. pP.41S.
53.Ibld., P.71le

54, Iblds, DPe25e



The &plstle of Barnmabas (written botween 70-79 A,D,)
is gencral in object and character, in opposition to the
Judaizing teachers of that perlod. The document was written
in Greck and attached to the famous Greek 1S of the New
Testament found by Dr. Tischendorff in the c;onvenb of s':tj.
Catharine, at lit. Sinai, in 1559, and published in 1862,

It is obvious f:-om this epistle that the three Synoptic
Gospels, the Epistle 1‘:0 the Romans, the two to the Corine
thians, the Philippians, the séoond to Timothy, and the
Second of Peter, and the Apocalypse, were all in circula-
tion at thet time, whilch was within 5 to 15 years of the
publication of the Gospels.55 The quotation of the Epistle
of Barnabas from Revelatlion ﬁada thus:"The day is at hand,
in which everything shall be destroyed together with the Evil
One, l 1The Tord is at hand and Fis reward.,'" This is evidently
a paraphrase of Rev. 22,12, although ti reserbles Is. 40,10
(Behold the TLord God will come with a strong hand, and his
arm shall rule for him: behold, his reward is with him, and
his work before him) more than the Apocalypse passage. Zahn
finds another reference in Barnmabas to the Apocalypse, quote:
"jenn Barnabas, ©.,7,9 in soiner allegorischen Deutung dexr
beiden Boecke im Ritus des Versoehnungsfestes (ILev. 16, 7=10.
21-22) schrelbbt Jwoy e KUTOV ToTE TH. NULOK T2
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nicht an den Tag der Kreusigung und bezieht sich nicht auf
Johannes 19,37, wo ein typisches Vorsplel der endgueltigen
Erfuellung der Vlelssagung Sacharjas dargestellet 1st, sondern
and den Tag dor Parusie Chriati,.von dem er gleich darauf

o R S a7 :
(c. 7,10) sagb: o7¢V ¢dwstV _duioV jois & n‘véaamaba_s
glbt also den Gedanken von Apokalypse 1,7 wider ("Behold,

he cometh with clouds; and every oye shall see him, and they
alao which plerced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall
vall because of him. Even 50, Amen"), Was er von dem schare
lachboten, bls gu den Fuessen herabrelchenden ilantel sagt,ist
selbstverstaendlich in Erinnerng an Matt. 27,28 ("And they
stripped Him, and put on Him a scarlet robe") geschriseben;
abor das Vort o % dem bel Matthaeus [, (/,
entspricht, steht so nahe bei der von Barmabas zhgrunde ge=
logten Stelle (Rev. 1,7), naemlich Ap, 1,13 ("one 1like xmto
the Son of man, clothed with a garment dowm to the foot, and
girt about the paps with a ‘gqlden girdel;™) in der Beschrel-
bung der Kleidung des dem Johanno erschlenenen Christus, dass
an der Abhaengigkeit des Barnabas von der Apokalypse niocht
gu zveiflen ist."00

Zahn then goes on to prove his oplinion that the aut;:or
of the Didache was dependsnt on the Apocalypse for certain
passages. But before bringing in Zaln's evidence for this con=
viction, let me quote an American commentator on this matter
of the early oirculétion of the Revelation, a scholar wvhom I

have not hitherto .cited, namely, Dr. Beckwith, formerly prof-

56, Zahn, op. cit...m. PPe 524334
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essor of Now Testament Interpretation at tne General Theo-
loglcal Se.minary in New York City. He writes: "No other
writing of the New Teata:ﬁant can claim in comparison with

the Apocalypse more abundant and mare trustworthy evidence
that it was widely known at an early date. It 1s also shown
beyond question to have been recognized from an early time

in a part of the Church,and by certain fathers in all parts
of the “hurch, o belonging in the category of authoritatl ve
Seriptures, liany of the witnesses to these facts specify also
the name of the authorss..sA rapid circulation of the Apoca=
lypse from the outset would be favored by two oireu;nstances:
it was directly addressed to seven churches and each of these
would be likely to obtain a copy of a message sent specifically
to i1tself from a prophet and teacher well kmown to it, and of
evident authoritys But it was also seen to be a message to
the whole church, and i1ts predlctions and promises related
to Christlans 'everwhore in the perilous times upon which the
Church was not enterl ng. As it was heard when read in the
Aslan congregations, it rmust have stirred the profoundest
emotions, and eventually coples of 1t could be carried afar
in the buay intercourse of Asia liinor with the world. The
Apoatolic Fathers contaln no certain trace of acquaintance
with the book, Some scholars have thuught to find reminis=
cences of it in Ignatius, Barnabas, and Hermas, But the
parallelisms occur in ideas which the Apocalypse has in
common with earlier kmown writings, or are too remote to

furnish evidence of acqualntances The silence of these writers
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does not however prove thelr ignorance of the book; they have
In general no occasion to quote it. Possibly in the case of
Hermmas and the Teaching of the Twelve Apostles we might ex-
poct some echo of it, since they syeak particularly of the
Last Things; but the absence of such reminiscence frail these
vritings 1s far from convincing evidence that the book had not
Yoat reached Rome, or the home of the Teaching (Didache). A
few years later, testimony to the book becomes .d:l.rect and .
unquestionable, n87

And now Zahn on the Apocalypse in the Didache:"Hoch
deutlicher und tlefer greifend 1st die Abhaenglgkelt dexr so-
. genannten Didache von der Auktor!iet dexr Apokalypse. Der Ver=
fasser, der seinem Buch den 1‘1_1:91 gegeben hat: 'ILehre des
Herrn durch die Zwoelf Apostle an die Heiden,! schliesst den
ersten Haupttell seiner Schrift (c.6,23) mit den Vorten:
tWenn du das gange Joch des Herrn tragen kamnst, wirst du
vollkommen seins Vienn du es aber nicht kannst, tue was du
lkannst, In besug auf dle 8pelsen trage, was du kannst, Vor
dem Genss des den Goetgen geopferten Flelsches aber huette
dich sehr; demn das ist eine Verehrung toter Goetter.! So
konnte nur einer schrelben, der von noch anderen Verordnungen
in bezug auf Entihaltung von gewlssen Nahrungsmitteln wusate,
welche der Herr durch dle Apostel den Helden christen gegeben
hatte, Dexr Verfasser kanni:e also den Beschluss des Apa'stel-
konzilas, und es entspraeche seinem Ideal, dass dle Helden=-
Christen sich des Genusses nicht nur von Goetnenopfertieisch

§7. Isbon T. Beckwith, The Apocalypse of John, pp«337=338.



sondern auch vom Blut und vom Flelsch erstickter Tiei-e ente
hielten., Dass er es trotzdem wagt, im lNamen der 12 Apostel
selbst auf alest g Ve Jr0 Ty 2Te6Tawt .
(Acts 16,4) mit el einzigen Ausnahme gu vergichten, er-
kleert sich nur daraus, dass einer der 12 Apostel, der ebenw
sogut wie dle uebrigen Apostel (Acts 15,28) dabel im heiligen
Gelst gehandelt hatte, naemlich der Apostle Johannes oder
vielmehr der Herr durch diesen .:l.n dem Buch der Apokalypse mit
derselben Verzichtleistung vorangegangen war (Cf£, Acts 15, .
23-29; 15,203 21,25 with Revs 2,14320.25)s Der Einfluss dleses
Buches auf den Verfasser zelgt sich auch an anderen Stellen

in der im Vergleich mit anderen Schriften der Zelt vor der
liontanisbischen Bewegung gestelgerten eschatoloéischen Efe
wartung und in der Hochschaetzung der christlichen propheten
und der christlichen Prophetie der Gegenward. Dass dle Didache,
auf welche gschon der laertyrer Justinus um 155 also auf ein
von den Aposteln ueverliefertes VWord sich beruft, andererselts
sich vonm jiirten des Hermas abhaenglg zelgt, hat nichts befremd=-
liches, da der Hirt gleich nach seiner Abfassung von Rom aus
durch den Gemeindevorsteher Clemens an eine llehrszahl von ause
waertigen Gemeinden versandt worden lat, Unbegreiflich dagegen
waere unter der noch immer sehr verbreiteten Voraussetzung,
dass die johanneische Apokalypse um 68«70 geschrieben sel,

die unbestreitbare; aus dem Hirten des Hermas und dem Brief

des Clemens ersichtliche Tatsachs, dass um 100 die roemische
Gemeinde und lhre fushrendon Gelster mit der Apokalypse voellig
unbekannt waren. Denn dies waere unvertraeglich mit der Hoch=
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schaetzung der apostilischen Auktoritaet in den beiden roemischen
Schrliften um 100 einerseits und der ebenso unbestreitbaren -
Tatsache andrerselts, dass dle Apokalypse nicht nur im Lande
ihres Ursprungs, sondern ueberall, whohin sie kam, also Verk
elnes Apostels angesehon worden 1st, Da ferner das Buch selbst,
trotz seilner naschsten Bestimmung fuer die sleben Gemeinden
der Proving Asien kelnen Zweifel darusber laesst, dass er der
gosamten Christenhoit zugedacht sel (Rev. 1,1; 22,6=8,10«15,17;
19,7=9), so erschsint dle Hypothese von der Entstehung der
Apokalypse um 68-70 ausgeschlossen und dagegen die Ueber-
lieferung von der Abfassung der Apokalypse um 95 und des
vierten Evangeliums in den ersten Jahren Trajans (98-100)
bestaetigt."®® ITest I be oriticdsed for putting too mmch
stock in the solid Cerman scholarship of Zahn, let me refer
to an Anglican scholar who spent twenty-five years studying
the Apocalypse bofore consenting to write a comsntary on it
for T, & T. Clark of Edinburgh, I refer to Dr. R.H. Charles,
Archdeacon of Westminster and Fellow of the British Academy.
I quote him on the circulation and receptlion of the Revelation:
UThere are most pirrobable but no absolutely certain traces of
John's Apocalypse in the Apostolic Fathers. In the Shepherdd
of Hermas (Vision II, 2.7) thore is a -very probable commection
with our author, The fact that Hermas used the same imagery
as the Apostle John in the Apocalypse may be rightly used as
evildence that- he‘ knew it. Thus the Church (vision II,4) :I.'a
represented by a \'f;.wmn (Rev. 12,1f£f.)3 the enemj' of the Church
by a beast (_7/ n g (/g_l/ )s Vision IV, 6«10 as compared with

58, Zahn, op, olt,; Einl. pp.33=34,
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Reve 13: out of the mouth of the beasts proceed fiery locusts,
Vision IV, 1,6 as compared with Rev. 9,3: vhereas the foun-
dation stones of the Heavenly Jerusalem bear the name of the
Twelve Apostles, Rev. 21,14, and those who overcome are made
Pillars in the spiritual temple, Rev, 3,12, in Hermas the
apostles and other teachers of the Church form the atones
of the heavenly tower erected by the archangels, Vision III,
5«1l The faithful in both are clothed in white and are glven
crowvms t0 wear, Rev. 6,11; 2,103 3,12d; Hermas, SIN.VIII,
2¢1,;5.00e (Charles here, in the sentencea wnitted in this
cltation, gives textual evidence of similarities between the
Apocalypse and Hermas and the Eplstle of Barnabas)...As for
the passages in Ignatiuws, Ad, Phll, VI,1 hes nothing to do
with Rev. 3,12, nopr Ad. Eph. XV.5, with Rev, 21,3: nor does
Barnabes VI, 13 reflect Rev. 21,562 for the sense is absolutely
different. NHor should we connect Clement of Rome (To the
Jorinthians 34,3 with Rev. 22,12, w59 This last comment of
Charles conflicts with what I have previcusly cited as an
allusion listed by Bishop Lightfoot. I again state thet in
this detall Clement i1s rather following Is. 40,10 than Rev,
22,12,

The above st suffice for the early tradition of
the Apocalypses

59, R.H. charlaﬂ' T.CeCs Revelation of St. J'Ohn. VOI-I,DD.Q'T-QB.



B. Seven Early Greelk Exegetes: Thelr Exposition of
the Apocalypses An Evaluation of their Exegesis
(ca. 100=-380 A.D,)

The fathers thot I shall treat in the following pages
are, in their proper chronological order: Paplas, Justin
liartyr, Irenaeus, Hippolytus, Origen, ilethodius, and Tichonius
(also Tychonius, Ticonius), Tertullian and Cyprian I have
oaltted becausze thoy are reckoned as Iatin Fathers, Clement
of Alexandria, Uprligent's great teacher, has little to say of
the Apocelypse, whereas his famous pupil quotes or alludes
to it upwards of sixty times. Drs Charles dismisses my whole
thesis in five short sentences: "Greek commentaries: The
Apocalypse does not owe much to Greek exyositors. The earliest
were probebly the beat. Fragmentary expositoms are preserved
in Justin and Irenaeus whlch are referred to by Jerocme, DE
VIR, ILLUSTR. II, 9. The two earliest complete commentaries
by lielito and Hippolytus ‘are lost. Clement of Alexandria
cormented on the Apocalypse, and Origen recorded his intention
of so doing, IN HETT, 493 that his Scholia on the Apcocalypse
have been preserved is highly pro‘ba'ble."so Charles does, it
is true, discuss oritically the worth of the so-called text
of Origen, but textual eriticism has no part in this treatlse.
Scholars of modern Germany have reconstructed the commentary
of Tichonius, and I have exhausted the resources at my dise
posal to present a falrly adequate picture of this wmsual

60, Charles, op. ¢it., Vol. I, Intro. pp. 187=188,
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expesitor of the Apocalypsc. Eusebius I bring in only incl-

dentally, as he 1s primarlily a chuch historian, not en exegete.
Cur first consideration centers on Paplas. Only

fragments of his writing have been preserved. The Oxford

IS, contains a supposed reference by Papilas to the death of

John as a martyr. But Zalm points out that modern critics,

influenced undoubtedly by Irenaeus, unjustly regard Paplas

as superstitious and unrd lables Iot us let the men speak

. for himself and then welgh the evidences I shall quoi:o in

full six fragments of Paplas in order that the reader may get

as complete a plcture as possible of the mants doctrinal pose-

i1tion, :

I, From the Expostion of the Oracles of the Lord (Eus.,H.E,

I1I, 39): "The writinge of Paples in comuon circulation are

five in mmber, end these are called an Exposition of the
Oraclens of the ILord. Irenaeus malkes mentlon of these as the
only werlks written by him, in the following words! 'How testl-
mony is borme to these things in writing by Papias, an anclent
man, who was & heerer of John, and & fricnd of Polycarp, In
the fourth of his books; for five bocks were composed by him,!?
Thus wrote Irenaeus. MNoreover,Paplas himself,in the introduc=-
tion to his books, makes 1t manifest that he was not himself
a hearer and eye-=witness of the holy ezostles, but he tells

us that he received the truths of our religion from those who
vere acquainted with them(ile. the apostles) in the following
wordss But I shall not be unwilling to put down, along with
my interpretations, whatsoever instructions I received with
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care at any time from the elders and stored up with cave in
wy momory, assiring you a2t thoe same time of their truth, For
I diq not, like the mmltltude, take pleasure in those who
spoke rmch, but in those vno taught the truth; nor in those
w0 rclated strange compiandments, but in those who rchearsed
no conmandacnta glven by the Lord to falith, and procesding
from truth itself. If, then, any one who had attended on the
elders come, I asked nminutely after thelr seyings, what
Andvrevw or Potor sald, or what was said by Philip, or by
Thomas, or by James, op by John, or by latthew, or by any

othor of the Tord's disciples: which things Aristion and

the presbyter John, the disciples of the Lord, say. For I

imogined that what was to be got from books was not so profite-

able to me as what cams from the living and ablding volce, "6l
Tha sccond citation is from Irenaeus (Ag. Her,5,32):

"Ags the elders vho saw John thoe discliple of the Lord remembered

that thou had heard from him how the Lord tausht in rogard

. o those times, and sald:!'The days will come in which vines

shall grow, having each ten thousand brances, and in cach
brench ten thousand twigs, and in each trus twlg ten thousand
shoots, and in every one of the shoots ten thousand clusters,
and on every one of the ten thousand clusters ten thousand
grapes, and every grape when pressed will give five and’
twenty metrites of wine, And when any one Q;f the saints shall
lay hold of a cluster, another shall cry out, 'I am a bettex
bluster, take mes bless the Lord through me,! In like manner

he said that & grain of wheat would produce ten thousand ears,
6l. Antes=Niceno Fathers, Vol. I, p.l&3.
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"and that every ear would have ten thousand grains, and every
grain would ylold ten pounds of ele.ar, pure, fine ﬁour; and
that apples, and seods and grass would produce in similar
pooportlons; and that all animals, feedlng them only on the
productions of the earth, would become peaceable and hare-
monious, and be in perr.eet aubjoction to man, n62 (Testimony
is borae to thse things in writings by Papilas, an anclent man,
vho was a heaver of John and a friend of Polycarp, in the
fourth of his books; for five books were composed by him,
And he added, saying: 'Now these things are credible to be=-
licvers. And Judes the traitor,! says he, 'not believing,
and asking, 'How shall such growth be accomplished by the
Lord?! the Lord said; 'They shall see who shall come to thom.'
These, thon, are the sayings mentioned by the prophst Isalahs
'1And the woRf shall lie down with the lamb,! Is.11,6ff.).

The third fragment 1s found also in Irenaeus (Ag,
Hers 5,36)3 but, says our translator, it 1s a mere guess that
the seying of the presbytors is taken fram the work of Papias.
Cunote:"As the presbyters say, thon (1le. in the futurs state)
those who are deecmed worthy of an abode ln hsaven shall go
there, others shall enjoy the delights of Paredise, and othors
shall possess the splendor of'the citys for everyvhere theo
Savior will be seen, a.izeording as they shall be worthy who
866 Him. But that there is this distinctlon between the heble
tation of those who produce an hundred-fold, and thet of those
who produce sixty-fold, and that of those who produce thirty=

62, Ante-Hicone Fathers, Vol.I,Fragments of Paplas, pp.153.154.
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fold; for the first will be taken up into the heavens, the
second class will dwell in Paradise, and the last will in-
habit the e¢ity; and that on this account the Lord sald, 'In
my Fathors!s house are nany mansions ' (John 14,2): for all
things belong to God, who supplies all with a suitable Awells
ing place, oven as ¥is word says, that a share is given to
all by the Fathor (Matt.20,23), according as each one is or
shall be worthy. And this 1s the couch (Matt.22,10) in which
tliey shall recline who feast, boing lnvited to the wedding.
They precbyters, the diée:lples of the apostles, say that this
i1z the gradation and arrangemont of thoso who are saved,; and
thut thoy advance through steps of this nature; that; more-
cver, they ascend through the 3pirit to the Son, and through :
the Son to the Father; and that in due time the Son will yield
up His work to tho Father, even as 1t is sald by the Apostle
1For He 'mst reign till Fe hath put all enemies under His
foet. Tho last enemy that shall befdestroyed is death.”™ ( 1
Cor.15,25-25)« For in the times of the kingdom the just man
who is upon the carth shall forpet to dle. 'But when he .ait-.h
ell things are put under Him, it is manifest that He is
excepted vhich d'f!.d put 2ll things under Eim. And vhen all
things shall be subdued unto Him, then shall the Som also
Himself be subject unto Him that put all things under Him,
that God mey be a1l in alle' (1 Cors 15,27.28),

The following fragment 1s found in Eusebius (H.E.
I1I, 39) =“Pap:!.a.a, vho 1s now mentioned by us, affirms that
ho recelved the sayings of the apostoles from those who
accompanied them, and he moreover asserts that he heard in



64.

person Aristion a;xd the presbyter John ((A certain presbyter,
of - vhom see Apos. Constitutions, VII, 46, where he is sald

to have been ordained by St. John the Evangelist.]). Accor-
dingly, he mentions them frequently by name, and in his write
ings glves thelr fraeditions, Our notice of these circumstances
may not be without its use. It may also be worth whille to add
to the statements of Pa;_::l.as already glven, other passages of
his in which he relates some miraculous deeds, stating that

he acquired the knowledge of them from tradition. The resi-
dence of the Apostle Philip with his daughters in Hierapolls
has been mentioned above. We must now point out how Paplas,

who lived at the same time, related thaéze had recelved a
wondorful narrative from the daughters of Philip, For he
relates that a dead man was ralsed to life in his day ((In

his dey may mean: in the days of Paplas, or in the days of
¥hilip, As the narrative came from the daughters of Phillp,

it 1s more 1ikely that Philip's days are meant]). He also
mentions another miracle relating to J‘usiiaa, surnamed Barnfe
bas, how he swallowed a deadly polason, and received no harm

on account of the grace of the Lord. The sameé person, more=
over, has set down other things as coming to him from unwritten
tradition, amongst these some strange parables and instructions
of the Savior, and some other. things of a more fabulous nature, 53
Amongst these, he says that there willl be m__il_e_r_mi_gn_ after

the resurrection from the dead, when the personal reign of
Christ will be estoblished ON THIS EARTH, He moreover hands

63<Ed. note of translator:"Not even Irenasus, much less Eus.,
should be accepted,otherwise than as relating vague reports.”



dovmn, in his own writings, other writings glven by the‘ pre-
viously menbione'd Aristion of the Lord!s sayings, and the
traditions of the presbyter John. For information on these
points we cen mersly refer our readers to the books them=
selves; but now, to the extracts already made, we shall add,
as being a matter of primary importance, a tradition regard-
ing liark who wrote the Gospel, which he (i.e.rapias) has given
in the following words: And the presbyter said this: Viark
naving became the interpreter of Peter, wrote down acourately
vhatsocever he -remembered. It was not, however, in exact ofder
that he related the sayings or deeds of Christ. For he neither
heard the Lord nor accompanied Him. But afterwards, as I saild,
he accompanied Péter, who accommodated his instructions to
the necessitles of his hearers, but with no intention of
glving a rogular narrative of the Lord's saylngs. Whersfore
ilark made no mistake in thus \'writ:tng some things as he re-
membered them. For of ome thing he took especlal care, not

to omit anything he had heard, and not to put am flc-
titlous in to the statements. (This 1s what is related by
Papias regarding lark; but with regard to Matthew he has -
made the following statements) Matthew put together the
oracles of the Lord in the Hebrew language, and each onse
interpreted them as best he could. (The same person uses
proofs from the Firat Epistle of John, and from the Eplstle
of Peter in like manner). And he also glves another story

of a woman (Rufinus says: John 8,1011) who was accused of
nany sins before the I.érd, which is found in the Gospel
according to the Hebmwa.'“

64, A..F., Vol I, p.l54.
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Fragments 8 and 9 offer extremely valuable testie
mony for John and the Apocalypse. Nunber 8, taken from '
Andrew of Caesarea, reads:™iith regard to the inspiration
of the book (Ravelat!.qn),we deem 1t superfluous to add
another word; for the blessed Gregory Theologus, and Cyril,
and even men of still older date, Paplas, Irenaeus, letho-
dius, and Hippolytus, bo_re entirely satisfactory testimony
to i1t." Fraguent 9 1s taken from Anastasius Sinalta:"Taking
occasion from raplas of Hierapolls, the 1llustrious, a dis-
clple of the Apostle who leaned on the bosm of Christ, and
Cloments, end Pantaenus, the priests of the Chureh of the
Alexandrlans, and the wise Ammonius, the anclent and first
expositors, who agreed wlth each other, who understood the
work of the six days as referring to Christ and the whole
Church, "8

Since I am n.o scholar of the early Church Fathers
permit me to quote the translator and edltor or the Paplas
fraguents on the morits of Papias as a faithful chronicler
of the things he heard and saw, and thus get an unblased
estimate of the records left to us by this man. Quote:"It
seems unjust to !:he holy man of whose comparatively large
contributions to early Christian literature such mere relics

have been preserved, to set them forth iIn these verslions, un=

“accompanied by the coplous annotations of Dr. Routh.%6 1¢

even such crumbs from his table are not by any means without

65! A.H.F.' v°1.I. p-155¢

- 66, Routh, Reliquiae Sacrae, VeI.I,could not locate this book

in St, S8e
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a practical value, with reference to the Canon and other
matters, we may well credit the testimony (though disputed)
of Eusebius, that he was a learned man, and well verse in

the Holy Scriptures (see Lardner, Vol. 2, p.,119). All who
name poor Paplas are sure to do si with the apologetic qualie
flcation of that historian, that he was -of slender capacity.
Hobody who attributes to him mlllennerian fancles, of which
he was but a narrator, as if these were characteristics rather
than the blemishes of hls works, can fall to accept this
estimate of our author.s,.(Cf. Iren., AG.HER,,V,33)...Paplas
has the credit of assoclation with Polyeaz;p, in the friend=-
ship of St. John himself, and of 'others who had seen the
Tord.! He is sald to have been bishop of Hierapolis, a city
Phrygia, in the first half of the second century, Later
wrlters affirm that he suffered martyrdom about 1653 some
saying that Rome,others that Pergamos, was the scene of his
death. fie was a hearer _of the Apostle John, and was on terms
of intimate intercourse with many who tad known the Lord and
His Apostles, From these he gathered the floatling traditlions
in regard to the sayings of the Lord, and wove them into a
production divided into five books. This word &oas. no_i: seem
to have been confined to an exposition of the saylngs of
Chriss, but to have cort ained rmch historical information.
Eusebius (H.E. III,39) speaks of Paplas as a man most learmed

in all things and well acquainted with the Seriptures. In
another passage he describes him as of small oapaeity.-"s"

67. AH.F., Vol I, pp.151=152,



In concluding our discussion of Papilas, who I may
say was the first avowed chiliast of the N,T, Church after
the appearance of the Apocalypse, let me state Beckwith's
appraisal of the worth of raplas:"Papias (70-155 A.D.), bishop
of Hiorapolls in the early part of the second century, called
by Irenaeus a companion of. Polycarp (of whom Irenasus himself

a

J
wvas a younger contemporary) and a msn of olden time,
> / E? E 5
LV n s knew the book and accepted 1t as inspired.

fils testimony 1s not preserved in his own words, but Andreas

in hls commentary on the Apucalypse, in which he shows that
he had used the writings of Papias among many other earlier
writers, reports him as bearing witness with Irenaeus, letho=-
dius, and Hippolytus to the inspiration, of the Apocalypse. °
Host scholars are agreed that there is no ground to question
the accurnt;y of Andreas! (bishop of Caesarea in Cappadocia)
report of P:=;.p:|.a.s."68 Says Charles:"Papias was the first..s

\

to attest, not its authorship, but its credibility _L X
/ " / \
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Eusebius, however; never definltely says thet John's Apoca=- ‘.‘M!
lypse was lmown to Paplas. The statement, however (III,39)
which he attributes to Paplas, seeirs to be an scho of the

68, Beckwith, op. cit.; Intro. p.338.
6
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But Eusebius proceeds to say that thls statement of Paplas

was due to his misunderstanding of certaln apostollc state=
> L ’
ments, 7 J (4 GEC which he took

literally instead of figuratively." 9

In the writings of our second expositor there is
only ons not-worthy passage that bears on the Apocalypse. Iike
his contemporary Paplas, Justin llartyr (florult, 133-160 A.D.)
ves e chiliast. In order to get 2t his doctrinal position on
‘the millennium I shall quote chapters 80 and 81 of his "Dia-
logue with Trypho" (155=160)s In the latter chapter we have
o primitive exogesis of Rev, 20,4-5:"And T saw thrones, and
they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto themj and I
saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of
Jesus, and for the Word of God, and which had not worshipped
the beast, neither his image, neither had they recelved his
mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived
and reigned with Christ a thousand years. But the rest of the
dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished.
This is the first .resurrection,” And now to let Justin speak
for himself{ Chap.80: The .Opinion of Justin with Regard to
the Reign of a Thousand Years; Several Catholics reject 1it)s
"And Trypho £o this replied: !I remarked to you, sir, that
your are very anxlous to be safe in all respects, since you

cling to the Scriptures. But tell me, do you really admit that

69, Charlesa, Op. Git.. Vol.I,ntro., 9.98.
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this place, J'orusalgn, shall be rebullt; and do you expect
your people to ba gathered together, and made joyful with
Christ and the patriarchs, and the prophets, both the men

of our nation, and other proselytes who jolned them before
your Christ came? or have you given way, and admitted this

in order to have the appearance of worsting us in the con=-
troversles?! Then I answered, 'I am not so miserable a
fellow, Trypho, as to say one thing and think another, I
adnitted to you formerly, that I and many others are of

this opinion, and boliave that such will take place, as you
assuredly are aware; but, on the other hand, T signified to
‘you that many who belong to the pure and plous falth, and are
true Christians, think otherwlse, lioreover, I pointed out to
you that scme who are called Christians but are godless, ime-
plous hereticu, tezch doctrines that are in every way blas=-
phemous, atheistical, and foolish. But that you may lmow that
I do not say this befors you alone, I shall draw up a state=-
ment, so far as I can, of all the arguments ¥hich have passed
between us; 1;1 which I shall record myself as adnitting the
very things v;ﬁ.oh I admit to you. For I choose not to follow
men or men's doctrines, but God and the doctrines delivered
by Him, For if you have fallen in with same who are called
Ohristians, but who do not admit this truth, and venture to
blaspheme the God of Abraham, and the Yod of Isasc, and the
God of Jacobj who say there is no resurrection of the dead,
and that their souls, vhen they die, are taken to heavenj do
not imagine that they are Christians, even as one, if he would
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rightly consider it, would not admit that the Sadducees, or
similar sects of Genistae, leristae, Galileans, Hellenists,
Pharlsees, Baptists, are Jews (do not hear me impatiently
when I tollyf you vhat I think), but are only called Jews and
children of Abrazhem, worshinping God with the lips, as God
Himsolf declared, but the heart was far from Him., But I and
others, who are right-minded Christians on all points, are
assured that there will be a resurrection of the dead, and
a thousand years in Jerusalem, which will then be bullt,
adorned and enlarged, as the prophets Ezeklel and Isaiah
and others declare,"

Chap, 81: Hg Endeavors to Prove This Opinion from
Isalah and the Apocalypse:"For Isalah spoek thus concerning
thls space of a thousand years: 'For there shall be the new
heaven and tho .new earth, and the former shall not be remem-
bered or come into their hearts; but they shall find Jay and
gladnesas in it, which things I create. For, Behold, I make
Jerusalem a rejoicing, and my people a Joy; .and I shall re=-
Joice over Jerusalem, and be glad over liy people. And the
volce of weceping shall be no more heard in her, or the volce
of crying., And there shall be no more there a psrson of Im-
mature years, or an old man who shall not fulfill his days.
For the young man shall be an hundred years olds but the
sinner who dies an hundred years old, he shall be accursed.
And they shall build houses, and shall themselves inhabit
themj and they shall plant vines, and shall themselvee eat
the produce of them, and drink the wine; they shall not builad,
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and others inhabit; they shall not plant, and others oat,
For according to the duys of the tree of 1ifo,shall be the
days of my people; the work of their toll shall abmnd.'

iiino eloct shall not toil frultlessly, or beget children

to be accursed;y for they-shall be a seed righteous and
blagsed by the Lord, and their offspring with them. And it
shall come to pass that before they call, I will hear; while
they are still speaking, I shall say, What is 1t? Then shall
the wolves and the lambs feed together, and the lion shall
eat sbtraw like the oxj but the serpent shall eat esarth as
bread; They shall not hurt or maltreat each other on the
holy wmountailn, saith the Lord.,!(Iss 65,17=25). ilow we have
understood that the -expreaaion used among these words, 'Ac-
coring to the days of the tree(of life) shall be the days
of my people; the works of their toll shall abound,! obe
scurely predicts a thousand years. For as Adam was told that
in the day he ate of the tree he would die, wo know that he
did not complete a thousand years. We have perceived, .more-
over, that the expression, !The day of the Lord is as a
thousand years,! (Ps.90,4; II Pet.3,8) is connected with
this subject. And further, thore was a certain man with us,
whose name was John, one of the apostles of Christ, who
prophesied, by a -ravelation that was made to him, that those
who bolieved in our Ohrist would dwell a thousand years in
Jerusalemj and that thereafter the general, and in short,
the eternal resurrection and the judgment of all men would
likewise take place. Just as our Lord also sald, 'They shall
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neither m rry nor be given in marraige, but shall be equal
to the angels, the childrenof the God of the resurrection,?
(Tuke 20,35)."70 Beckwith finds more in Justin's writings
than the above quotod passages "Also his language regarding
Satan (Apology I,c.28) 'The prince of evil demons 1s called
a serzent and Sai-:an and the devll as you can learn, by
oxamination, from our wrltings! alludes plainly to Rev., 12,9,
"And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent called
the Devil and Satan, which decelveth the whole world: he
was cast out Into the earth, and his angels were cast out
with him3" and Rev. 20,2:"And he laid hold on the dragon,
that old serpent, which 1s the Devil, and Satb.n, and bound
him a thousand yeara.""l Justin Hartyr clearly bases his
false conception of the return of Christ on Rev. 20,1-6. His
dognatical tenéts in this matter may have had the additional
foundation of the deep=-seated, ingrained, inveterate, and
perverted materialistic conception of the Messiah which the
Jews with whom he associated had. We lmow that when the
lesslah Yceme into His own, His own received Him not.! (John
1,11). The Jews were looking for a temporal king, a mighty
delivered who would crush their enemies under his feet and
make of them a powerful nation emong the kingdoms of the
world. They wante.d a military hero like unto Samson, Digeon,
David, Solomon, and Hesekiah of old. Hence their offense

70. A.“.F.. vo:-. I‘ pp.359-240.
71- mémth’ ODe cit.. mtm& pdmi
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when the mild and loving Nazarene apnoared among them, Hence
thelr loathing of the cross of Calvary and Him that was erucie
fied upon it. Even Jesus'! own disciples longed for a temporsdl
Iing, longdd after Me, the Haster Teacher had told them that
He was tho Viey, the Truth, and the Iife, their only Fope in
roaching heaven; for they asked him:"Lord, wilt thou at this
time (after His resurrection) restore agsln the kingdom of
Israel?" (Acts 1,6) Thus Justin's millennarian views may
have also found basis on the Jewish misconception of the

0.Ts prophecies concerning the return of the ilessiah in glory.
Bousset, in his Excursus on Rev, 12, writes the following:
"Aber es erheben sich grosse Bedenken gegen dle Deutung der
neritvuerdigen Schilderung von der Beburt des Messias, Eimn.al
i1st oine solche Kombinatlion der belden liesslasbilder in so
frucher Zeit durchaus nicht nachweilsbar. Die jucdische Idee
vong dem doppelten Erschienen des liessias scheint erst in
zieﬁﬂ.lch spaeter Zelt entstanden zu sein, Justin, ein genauer
FKonner Juedlscher Haggada, welsa noch nichts davon, obwohl
or gerade auf dem Geblet juedlsch messianischer Vorstellungen
gut ordlentiert ist."?’2 We compare hore the passage in his
"pialogue with Trypﬁo" chapter 8, the words:"But Christ,=

if He has indeed been born, and exlists anywheres, 1s unknown
and does; not even lmow himself, and has no power until Ellas
come &o anoint Him, and make Him manifest to alls And you,
having accepted a groundless report, invent a Christ for

72. Wilhelm Bousset, Offenba des Johannes, (lleyer's
Konmentar) Vol.16, p.o48.
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yourselves, and for his sake are inconsiderately periahing,”

] \ . 7 - [4
(C£. Cume Try. 110, £¢ dg K4 g 4 £yovgiv, ov
/ : :
C,0¢ E6720 -mm;mnnmwﬁtumwu
the Jews) know this man, vhence he is: but when Ckrist

cometh,no man knowth whence he 1s." "fa lmow this man: his

parentage and place of birth." "No man lnoweth whence he 1sp"
the Jews lknew that Messiah should be a descendant of David,
and born in Bethlehem, liatt. 2, 4~6+ But they had the idea
that, before his nanifestatlion as king of Israel, he would
hide himself, and then suddenly appear from an unlmown
quarter (Of, Hal,5,1j Matt.24,26.'C Bousset adds the notet
"Nachor unsrer Erzachlung kommt ‘achon Targum Jonathan zu
iiicha 4,8:'Du CGesalbter Israels, der du verborgen blst,
vegen der' Suenden des Volkes zu z:!:on, Dir wird dds Reich
zu Tell,! Viollaicht ist. erst In der rolemik mit den
Christen die Idee von dem doppelten Eprscheinen des liessias
auf juvedischer Seite entstanden. Auf .eine spasters Zelt
wolst auch der Name des Messilas, lenachem, w74 T rmst say
that I do not take much stock in the oplinions of Bousset,
and vherever he and Dr. 2Zahn are in dlsagreement I follow
the latter becouse of his superior scholarship and wider

Imowledge of the fleld of patristics.
Tho first churoh writer and theologilan who made

consigstent and continuous exegesis on the Apocalypse was

Irenacus (b. ca. 130=135), Hio expositionf 1s to be found

73+ The Concordla N.T., with Notes, p.255.
745 886 f ] Op- c L ¥ ] pl ]
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In Book V of his monumental work "Against Heresles,™ His
interpretation is frequently symbolical and figurative.
Bousset has endeavored to show that Ironaeus basss his
ezchatology not on ths-Apooalypae, but in mostcases ca an
cld eschatological tradltion which was accessible to him,
whlich reaches :l:nto the llew Tesatament era, and which he
recds into the Apocalypse. He works in many pecullar details
by learned combinatlons, e.g., Danlel 2 and 73 Rev. 13 and
17. According to Irenaeus ten kings will reign in the Last
Dayds (V, 30:2), Of thooo tho Antichrist will kill three and
rule over the remalning soven as the oighth king (V,26:1).
The second beast in Reve 13 1s the false prophet mentioned
in V,28:3, namely, the Antichrist. In this chapter 28 of
Book V Irenaecus quotes II Thess. 2,10=12; Rev.19,20; 13,11ff;
and II Pet.35,8. In chapter 30 of the same book the author
quotes Rev. 22,193 7,5-7; and 17,8. According to Jeremiah
8,16 .("'.i'he anorting of his horses was heard from Dun: the
whole land trembled at the sound of the neighing of his
strong ones; for they are come, and have devoured the land,
and all thet is in 1t; the city and those that dwell therein®)
the Antichrist originates from the tribe of Dans Therefore
in the emmeration in Rev, 7,5-8 ("0f the tribe of Judah
were secaled twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Rouben wore
senled twelve thousand, Of the tribe of Gad were scaled twelve
thousand, Of the tribe of Aser were soaled twelve thousand.
Of the tribe of Nephtalim were sealed twelve thousand. Of
the tribe of lManasseh were sealed twelve thousand. Of the
trive of Simeon were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe
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of Iovi were sealed twelve thousand, Of the tribe of Issachar
were sealed twelve thousand, Of the trlbe of Zabulon were
sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Joseph were sealed
twselve thousand, Of the tribe of Benjamin were sealed twelve
thousand,") the name of Dan is not mentioned. CP. Ir. V,30:2
Apparently Irenueus was right and the descent of Antichrist
from Dan was an old tradition,

Already in irenaeus the historclal considerations
of the wrltings have vanlshed from memory completely. He
gives a waerisomo, allegorical Interpretation of the number
866 (V, 28:2f; 29:2), and virtually rejects all explanations
of it aa roforring to a definite individual or name, although
he dves, in order to show that he is able and competent in
this respect also, gives the posslbilitles EUANTHAS, LATEINOS,
and TEITAN, apparently as prev ously discovered solutions;
this is recorded in V;30:2ff« MNost vigorously does he pro-
teat against the false reading 616; especially opposing those
who on account of such a reading have embraced false irdsrpre-
tations, V,30,1l« The fact that Irenacus is a strong chillast
is important in understanding hls conception of the doctrine
of the Apocaiypse. After the conquest of the Antichrist the
salnts will dwell in Jorusalem one thousand years with Christ
(the seventh waei:-day of tho world!s existence). This idea
we find developed in V,350:4; 32:1; 556:1ff, As a purpose for
this inter-regnum it 1s advanced that it i1s a principality of
fncorruption, through which kingdom those who are accounted
worthy w'ill shortly pass to be with God. Cf. V,32:1 to V,35.
A1l prophecies of an earthly, future state of Wliss are
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applied and co-related to this inter-regnum, Bousset takes
John the presbyter to be the author of the Revslation, And
thls John 1s the John mentioned throughout the works of
irenaeus. And the words of the presbyter regarding the
fruitfulness of the vine are brought to bear on this inters -
regnun (V,53:3). Tertulllan too sheres the chilastic position
of Irenaeus in his stand against larcion (III:24):"am et
cdnfitennm in terra nobis regnum repromissum, sed ante coelum,
sed allo statu, uppote post resurrectionem, in mille annos

in civitate divinl operis Hlerusalem coelo delata.” Then the

universal judgiont will take place, and there will be a new

hoaven and a new earth, However, no world destruction occurs,

In the world to come (eternity) there will be divers habltae
tions :1 in heaven; 2) in paradise; and 3) in the new city
{(traditicn of the Presbyter, V,36:1l.,). Also the indididual
incidental observations of Irenasus have iniluenced later
comnentators, The four cherubim, already in Irenasus, signify
the four evangdlistsj -John the lion, luke the Ox, liatthew
the man, and liark the ocagle. The intepretatlion is indeed
strange. Usually Mark is represented as the lion, and St,
John as the eagle. But Irenaeus! symbolism is based on the
order of succession of the beasts mentiocned in Eszekiel: man,
lion, oz, and eagle, which are combined correspondingly with
the order of the Gospels: Hatthew, .‘l'o.Im, Tuke, and larks
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Certainly Irensous must have readlly discovered the inter-
pretation which follows the succession of the Gospels indi-
cated in IIT,1:1, namely, Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, and
the succession of the beasts in III,Xk1:8 ("for the living
croatures are quadriform, and the Gospel is quadrifom")vs
As Irenaeus did, so Victorinus had done according to the
recently discovered early manuscript of his commentary.
Togother with this symbolism the various attributes and
characteristics of Christ are treated {III, 11l:1; 11:8).
The NHicolaitanes are traced back to the deacon MWicholas,
mentioned in Acts 6,56 (I,23)« Beckwith summarizes the
interpretation of Irenaeus neatly in the following words:
"The Beast, Antichriat, is a person springing out of the
tribe of Dan, in whom will be concentrated all world-power
and all apostasy and hostility to Ood's people. While in
the mind of Irenaeus the Roman empire embodles the worlde
power hostile to God, and he sees 1ts dissolution predicted
among the events preceding the advent of Christ, he does
not 1ldentify Antichrist with any known Roman emperor. He
suggests LATEINUS among possible explanations of 666, the
number of Antichrist's name, but rjectas 1t as he does all
other precise names, interpreting the mmber in a highly
artificial way as suming up Antlchristt's essential charac-
ter. The seriles of plagues that precede the End he takes
literally of visitations similar to those sent upon Egypt.

TSe A’uOFl. Vole I’ p..429.



As a rule he understands the book realistically, yet in szome
cases & purely symbollcal interpretation is gilven; for example,
the four living creatures about the throne of God symbolige
the functions of Christithe lz!.on his ¥kingdhip, the calf his
priesthood, the man his humanity, thebagle his prophetic
office; the number four determlnes the numbor of the Gospelg.
Irenaeus 1s closely followed by Tertullien," c :
Hippolytus, the pupil of Irenaeus, was bishop of
rPortus Romanus (Ostia). The date of hls death 1s 235 A.D.

There are four works of his to be considered in giving account ;

of' his position regarding the Apocalypse. These are :1) The
/

] \
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Daniel in vhich several single passages are treated, notably
Rove §543) A lost cormentary on the Apocalypse. Fragments of
it have perhaps boen preseidved in an Arablan comentary, the
manuscerinvt of which 1s to be found in the Peris Library. 4)
A lost writing, of which fregments ere extant, against the
/ \ 7 7
opponent of the Apocalypse Galus ( L L7« / U ).
This lost treatise was a polemic refuting objectlions which
had been raised against John's Godpel and the Apocalypse.
Happolytus, in his exposition of th.e Apocelypse,
clings to se¥erasl specific de#iails which Irenaeus held. For
example, the mmber of the bea#t he interprets in the same

way. Above -all he shows more clegrly than dces Irenaeus the.

"6. Beekwlth, Op. Oi'b L] In'lirOdo p_n. 520-521.
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Imprint and influence of the old tradition concerning the
Antichrist, Twice he cltes an unkmown prophet, plainly an
apocalynse, which jreats of the Antichrist, According to
this tradition Fippolytus refers to the two wltnesses (Rev.
11) as Elias and Enoch. 8 interpretation from now on bae=
comes standard, As Ghr:ls a. twof'old Parousia, so also he

has a twofold forerunner. Fippolytus would have us lmow that
the firat half of chaﬁter 13 of the Apocalypse points to the
Homan Empire; but since he follows the traditicnal exposition
about the Antlchrist, he consequently falls into the fantastic
ithe word is Bousset'!s) conclusion that the sescond beast of
Reve 1% must be the Antichrist also, and the mortal wounds of
the first beast @s the breaking up of the Réman Empire into
ten kingdoms. The restoration of these kingdoms means the
visible restoration of the order of Antichrist. As in Irenaeus,
g0 also in Hippolytus we find from now on a prevelent combina-
tion of Dan.7 and Rev,15 and 17 in the oxposition of the seven
heads and the ten horns (in the Arabic fragment no.l7 the ten
horns ere simply adhereni;.a and representatives of the Anlte
Christ, the ldentiflcation with the Roman Empire being lack-

. ing)s Leading heavily on Dan.11,41-43, and already here follow-
ing the regular tradition, Hippolytus knmows that the three
Iiings killed by the Antichrist are those of Libya, Ethiopla,
and Egypte Already in Rev. 12 the interpretation so prevalent
in later times is found: the woman is the Church which is

about to give birth to the Son of Gods The second half of



chapter 12 Hippolytus makes to signify the fllght of the
bsllevers from the Antichrist, who seeks to campel these
to worship him, The two eagle-wings of the woman are the
wlngs of faith (i.,e. Hope and Love).

The t¢ime of Antichrist Hippolytus reckons according
to Reve 17,10, "And thore are seven kings: five are fellen,
and one is, and the other 1s not yet come; and when he cometh,
he mms teontinue a short space." The world will stand 6000
years aifter him; 5 heads, or world eras are fallen, the sixth
couiprises Davi4,23, "Aand whereas the king saw a watcher and
an holy ono coming down from heeven, and saying, Hew the tree
dowm, and destroy it; yet leave thestump of the roots thereof
in the earth, even with a band of iron and brass, in the
tender grass of the fleld; and let i1t be wet with the dew A
of heaven, and 131? hils p-ortion be with the beasts of the fleld,
t111 sevsa times pass over hims" Since Christ's birth falls
in the year 5,500 after him, 500 years will olapse from that
time on untl) the coming of the Antichrist. Thls computation,
the reader will readily see, 1s not based on chponologlcal,
but on allegorical considorations, following out of Hippolytus!
axegesis of Den. 4,24 and 352t"Thils is the interpretation, 0
Iing, and this 1s the decree of thelost Tilgh, which is ccme
upon my Lord the ting..s.And they shall diive thee from me,:
and thy dwelling shall be. with the beasts of the fileld: they
shall nake thee to eat grass as oxzen, and seven times shall
pess over thes, until thou know that the lost High ruleth in
the kingdom of men, and giveth 1t to wholsosver He will,"



Hippolytus 1s a chiliast. This 1s casily seen from

his explanation of mn. 4,2.'5 in the :l.’ollow!.ng words? ‘Q
/ /
70 4 0 56 t Kd( Fc uV i 't\ouo’
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_(j__’-___,z-_a_gv vuc =y Tﬂ 4@&&&::##( 4_4_1 To y i
d (. h f é?'j-‘ £L o "Z_EIe placed the millennium in a ooin-
paratively late future, in the year 500, He takes the book
of Danlel as the norm for understanding the Revelation. The
firat beast he ldentifies with the fourth beast of Danlel,
which he makes the Roman Empire, Une of the heads will be
wounded unto death in that the emplre will be broken up by
the ten Ikingsi it will then be healed 1n the restoration of
world-sovereignty by Antichrist. Antichrist, who was repre-
sented by Antlochus Epiphanes and who will come out of the
tribe of Dan, will reign 3§ years, persecuting the Church,
and putting to death the Two Witnesses » the forerunners of
the Parousia (held to be Elijah and Enoch)¥....666's "true
meaning is a mystery only to be understood in the future.
The great harlot and Babylon are Rome, The woman with child
is the Church continually bearing through preaching the Word
of God, her flight into the wilderness is the flight of the
Church from the persecutions of Antichrist, the two wings of
the eagle given to her are falth in Christ who stretched out

his two arms on the cross."!?

o, Becmth. ~°p. cit.’ Introd. PDe 520-321.,
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As I stated before, Clement of Alexandria plays
little part in the history of the interpretation of the
Apocalypse. It 1s very questféionable that he 'expounded the
Revelation of St. John., Eusebius, in his History of the
Church (VI,14), assures us that Clement had expounded the
entire Scriptures in his "‘-ZIOZ u 77 u’ & £«¢ F - jmrel:: the
Antilegomena. But under the latter head, vwhere he enumerates
them by name, he deos not ﬁent:!.or_x the Apocalypse. In general
Clement follows the trad:l.t:lc.m of the Church, and quotes
Revelation as part of Holy Soripture (PAED.II,;19: ZQ\
anéaégﬂe‘:v a?; Fﬂ%’-‘n )Jand as the work of John the
Apostle (QUIS DIVES, 421STROMATA,VI, 106-107). Iet this
suffice then for Clement and serve as an approach to the con-
sideration of his more famous pupill, Origen.

So much has been written about Origen that it is
extremely difficult for the interested lay reader to get a
well-balanced view of the msn as a Christian and as an ine
terpreter of the Scriptures. Aslde from a few blographical
references, I am concerned only with Origen as an exegete,
with particular emphasis on his position with regard to the
Apocalypse.

Origen was born ca,185 A.D. of Christian parents
at Alexandria, Egypt. His father suffered martyrdom in 202
A.D. and shortly thereafter Origen succeeded the great
Clement as head of the catechetical school in Alexandria.
Thirteen years later the persecution of Caracalla drove him

from his own country to Caesarea, where though still a layman



he preached at church meetings. Recalled to Alexandria, he
labored there for fifteen years further as teacher and author,
In the year 231 his ordination at Caesarea to the office of
presbyter drew down upon him the condemmation of the bishop -
of Alexandria, and this promotion was instrumental in his
permanent withdrawaly from Egypt. At Caesarea he now formed
the new school of Christian training similar to that from
which he had been driven. At this time, as well as in the
oarlier period of his life, he made various journeys to
difforent parta of the world. Mis death was undoubtedly
brought about by sufferings inflicted upon him in the per-
secution of Decius, and occurred at Tyre about the year 254,

Bofore proceeding let me acqun"ht the reader on the
matter of the extent and lost works of Origen. His Scholia
( ? T ?Mﬂ“,’ G£c¢[ ) are mostly lost; his homilies are,

J

for the most part, preserved in the ILatin translations of
Jerome and Rufinus, which, unhappily, cannot be trusted,
since the translators momied and tampered with them. They
£111 thr,ee folios, though much is lost. His commentaries
( :Z -Q EO { ) extended over the whole 0ld Testament,
with the exception of Ruth, Esther, and Eccleslastesj; he
covered the New Testament with the exception of liark, I and
II Corinthians, I and II Peter, I,II, and II John, James,
Jude, and the Apocalypse.

The very mention of thename Origm at once suggests
to the student of theology the allegorical syastem gr interpre=-
tation. Origen has become proverbial for allegory in Scripture.



Just how did he appradch the Bible? He "shared many of .the
views about Scripture which we have already noticed in writers
like Philo, Barnabas, Justine, and Clement ¢ Alexandria. He
belleved in the lnspiration of theSeptuagint, and saw hidden
mysterles in its solecisms and errors. He appeals to the
apocryphal books as aunthoritative and inspired...he shows
clear traces of methods traditionally received both from
Palestinian Rabbin and the Alexandrian theosophists. He
adnits that the NW,T, 1s not written in the best Greek, but
says that this is unimportant, because the revelation cone-
slsts not in the words but in the things reye#led. Yet, he
held 1n 1ts strongest form the theory of verbal inspiration,
ot one lota, he sald, of Scripture is empty; and it must not
be forgotten that his Scripture included the Apoecrypha...the
errors of the exegesis which Origen tended to establish for
more than & thousand years had their root in the assumption
that the Bible is throughout homogeneous and in every par-
ticular supernaﬁurally perfect.sseLiteralism, he said, would
destroy the possibility of the Christien faith...Having started
with the assumption that every clause of the Bible was in-
fallible, supernatural, and divinely dictated, and having
proved to hls own satisfaction that i1t could not be intended
in its literal sense, he proceeded to systematize his own
false conclusions. The Bible, he argued, is meant for the
salvation of man; but man, as Plato tells us, cunslsts of

three parts = body, soul, and spirit. Scripture therefore
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must have a three=fold sense corresponding to this trichotomy,
It has a literal, a moral, and a mystic meaning analogous to
the body, to 'l:h'e soul, to the spirit, n78 Redepenning says that
Origen'!s threefold sense is practically the fourfold sense of -
the Fathers, for his "spiritual" sense involves both allegory

and anagogue, though he does not practically make this division,
/

He uses the word e Vo of explanations which are
simply allegories.?? ir adtirst hand account of Origen's
exogetic views, the student wlll find them scattered throughe
out the third and fourth books of his De Principiis. Une mare
word here and then we shall discuss his views on the Apoca-
lypose. Farrar states that "we can only come to the coneclusion
that the foundations of his exegetic systme are bulidit upon
the sand, "0

Origen, according to Bowman, cltes the Apocalypse
60 8imes. Hoe quotes it 16 times in his commentary on the
Gospel of St. John, 4 times in his polemlic work Contra Celsum,
2 times in his De Principiis, one.in Book XIV of hls commen=
tery on St. Matthew.Elsewhere he mentions the book and John
es the author; what I have enumerated above are direct quo-
tations; the rest are scattered references and allusions to
the Apocalypses

The four cltations in Contra Gelsum are as follows$

In Book VI, chapter 6 ho quotes Reve 10,9:"And I went unto

78. F,V, Farrar, niatoi% of Interpretation, pp. 187=197.
79« Redepenning, Op. ClTey; VOlel, Pe ®

80. Farrar, ODe clt.; P.201,
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the angel, and saild unto him, Give me the 1little book. And

he said unto me, Take 1t, and eat it upj and it shall make
thy belly bitter, but it shall be in thy mouth sweet as
honey." @uote:"E,ekicl received a rodl (Ezek. 2,9-10) written
wlthin and without, in which were contained ?lamentations,?
and 'songs,! and 'denunciation,?! but at the command o the
I.or-.;oa;, he swallowed the book, in order that its contents might
now be writton, and so made known unto uvnworthy persons.' John
i1s also recorded to have seen and done a similar thing.”™ In
the very same chapter Urigen quotes Rev. 10,4,"And when the
seven thunders had uttered thelr volces, I was about to write:
and T heard a volce from hsaven saying unto me, Seal up those
things which the seven thunders uttered, and write them not,"
Quote:"And once more, Jolm, in teaching us the difference
between what ought to bs cammitted to writing and what not,
declares that he hea.md soven thunders instructing him on
cortain matters, and forbidding him to cormit their words to
writing,"™1 Thus writes Urigen on the matter of withholding
prophocy from the unworthy unbellevers. In chapter 25 of Book
VI Urigen writes against Celsus! claim that Christianity has
borrowed from the religion of lMithras aand the ancient mystery
cults, Yo says:"If one wished to obtain means for a pr;msunder
contomplation of tho entrance of souls into divine things, not
from the statementas of that very inasifnificant sect which he

quoted, but from tho books, - partly those of the Jews,.which

8l. A.N.F., Vole IV, DPPe575.576.



are read in their synagogue, and adopted by Christians, and
partly from those of Christians alone = , let him peruse, at
the end of Ezekiel'!s prophecies, the visions beheld by the
prophet (Ezeklel 48), in which gates of different kinds are
enumerated, which obscurely refer to the different modes in
vhich divine souls enter into a ‘better world (epl ta kreittma);
end lot him peruse also, from the Apocalypse of John, vhat is
reclated of the city of God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and .of 1ts
foundations and gates«” This passage bears on Origen's estoem
for the grand and glorious portrayal of the celestial Jerusdlem
in Rovelation chapter 21. The fourth and last quotation from

Contra Celsum reads thus:"He (Celsus) doss not perceive that

ve regard the spirlt of every good men as an altar from which
arises an incense vhich 1s truly and spirituslly sweet smelle
ing, namely, the prayers asconding from a pure consclence, .
Therefore it 1s sald by John in Revelation, !The odours are
the prayeras of saints.?!"(Book VIII, éh.l?). This 1s a reference
to Rev, 5,8:"And when he had taken the book, the four beasts
end the four and twenty elders fell down before the Iamb,
having every one of them harps and.golden vials full of odours,
which are the prayers of saints."2 Origen here showsyf his
reverent attitude toward Christiin prayer which he says denotes
a truly pure consclence.

The two quotations from De Principiis are as follows:
®And that you may undérstend that the omnipotence of Father

and Son is one and the same, and God and the Lord are one and

81. A.N.F., v°1. W’ P06450



the same with the Father, listen to the manner in which .JTohn
speaks in the Apvcalypse:!Thus saith the Lord God, which 1s,
and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty.!" (Bk. I,
ch.2, OW CHRIST, par.l0). This 1s a citatlion of Rev. 1,8:

"I am Alpha and Umega, the beginning and the ending, saith

the Lord, which is, and which wés, and which 1s to come, the
Almighty." And from Bk. IV, ches 1, par.25, YAt the time(i.e,
of Christ's Second Coming) when He will more worthily transfer
all the saints from a temporal to an everlasting Gouspel, ac-
cording to the designation, employed by John in the Apocalypae,
of 'an everlasting Gm:p«a:l.."'85 This chapter one deals with
the thesls that the Soriptures are divinely inspired (or as
the Greek original has it: On the Inspiration of the Holy
Ghost, and how the same is to be read and understood, and
vhat is the reason of the uncertainty in 1t; and of the im-
possibility or irrationality of certaln things in 1t, taken
according to the letter). '

In the commentary on St. MHatthew 1 wa.s" able to locate
only one quotation in the English, That is an &llusion to Rev.
21,2("And I john saw the holy cii;.y, new Jerusalem, coming down
from God out of hoaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her
husband®): "Only this is our conception of the passage (liatt.
18,23ff,, "Therefore is the kingdom of heaven llkened unto a
certain king which would take account of his servants. And
when he had begun to reckon, ome was brought unto him, which

83, A-“.F'.’ Yol. IV. p.3‘75.
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owed him ten thousand talents, " etc..); that, as 'the Jerusalem
vhich is above! 1s 'the mother! of Paul and bf those.like
unto him; so there may be a mother of others after the analogy
of Jorusalem, the mother, for exauple, of Syene in Egypt, or
3ldon, or as many citles as are named in Scripi.'.u:'es_. Then, as
Jorusalem is 'a bride adorned for her husband,! Christ, so
there may ‘be those mothers of certaln powors who have been
allotted to them as wives or brides.” (Cf. Gal.4,26). The
above citation 1s a good examplo of Origen's allegorical ’
method applisd to the meaning of fathor, mother, and children
in Matt, 18,25,%4 '

It is in the latthew Comuentary of Origen that the
euthor mentions higintention of expounding the Apocalypse
(IN 21ATT.49, see the Lommatzsch edit. 1v,307). The Hatthew
commentary unfortunately is extant in the Iatin only. In
the Coumentary on John we find the moat extended expositions
of passages from the Revelation, His Christology of the Logos
he developed on the basis of Rev. 19,10ff.(See¢ Comm. on John,
Thums II,4)3 on the so-called ascetic passage (Reve 1£,1f%,)
Origen has comzented in detall. Samples of his Greek the reader
will find appended at the close of this treatise. Origen is
no longer, strictly speaking, & chillast, but he yet thinks
about a spiritual coming of the Lord upon th¢barth, in a def-
inite period of history and at a new timo on tho earth, wvhen
there will be the kingdom of progressive development, The
above sentence 1s Bousset's opinion. I am inclined to think o
bt tnin 1s oishrmlthinking cniniaipsrtyialtalalzealcaiice
and favors the development-theory of Christian doctrine,

BA_. A.'I:!..Fa, 701. Ix, plsoal



making of it a sort of unfolding, vvolutionary process, cul=-
minating in the final consummation of the world, Farrar seems

to agree with Bousset whon he writes that Gl'z-ii;en "was porhaps

the firat propounder of a definite 'doctrine of development.l!!aa
On thils nmatter I refer the reader to Origents Sth Homily on
Fsalm 36 and to De Principiis Book II, chap. 11 on Counter

Fromlses (Repromlssionibus), Bousset further maintains that
Origen shows himself dependent on the old tradition whsn
treating the doctrine of the Antlchrlst; The reference nere
is Contra Celsum Book VI, ol_mp.45 and following, I will not
discuss this passage in the present writing because Origen
does not cite the Apocalyp=e once in this partlcular treat-
ment of his conception of the Antlchrist,

Por the sake of completeness I will 1list all the
references Origen mckes in hls exposition of the Gospsl of
John to the Apocalypses In Tomus I there are nine: Revs 7,
Bw5) 7,3-4; 14,1-5; 14,6-7322,133 1,18; 1,17-18; 16,5-7;
19,11 (the 1ist 1s consccutive and may easlily be followed
on the margin of Breoks!s fine critical edition of the
Commentary of Origen on St. John'!s Gospsl, Cambridge Univer-
slty Press, 1896). Tomus I1 has only one quotation: Rav. 19,
11-18 on the dlscussion of the Logos &s Cne. Tomus V has four
citations: Reve. 10,4 on the ssven thundersy 5,7 (Cf. A.N.F.,
IX, Pe3438); Rev. 5,1=5 with reference to the "root of David
and the key of David;" Reve 10,9-10:"And John, too, when he

85. Farrar, cpe clt., P.193.



speaks of his eating the one roll, in which both front and
back were written on, means the whole Scripture, one book
which is, at first, most sweet when one begins, as it were
s to chew 1t, but bitter in the revelation of himself which
1t makes to the conscience of each ome who knows it." 36
In Tomus VI there 1s but one quotation, a reference to Rev,
5,6("And I behold, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and
of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a
Lamb, as it had been salin, having seven horns arid se;en
eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent forth into
all the earth."). Origen makesfeference to this in hiy
discussion of Jesus as a Lamb in respect to His human nature.
He urltes, after quoting Is. 53,7("like a gentle lamb led
to the slaughter®),"Hence, too, in the Apocclypse a laub is
seen, standing as if slain. This -sla:ln lamb has been made,
according to certaln hidden reasons, a purification of the
whole world, for which, according to the Father's love to
man, He submltted to death, purchasing us back by His own
blood from him who had got us into his power, sold under
sin, And he vha led this Lamb to the slaughter was God in
man, the great High-Priests, as he shows by the words:'lio
man taketh Ny life away from ilg, but I lay it down of liyself,
I have power to lay 1t down, and I have power to take it
again.*"87 Pinally, in Tomus IX Origen cites Rev. 5,12
("Him that overcomgth will I make a pillar in the temple

86. AN ,F., Vol. IX, P«3548,
87. Ibld., P.377.
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of my God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon
hin the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God,
which 1s new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from
my God: and I will write upon him my new name") in chapter
26, vwhlich is entitled, 'The Promises Addressed to Jerusalem
in the Prophets Refer to the Clmirch, and are Still to be
Mulfilled.! After quoting. Is.54,15("Bshold, proselytes shall
come to thee through le, and shall flee to thee for refuge?),
Origen com:ents as follows:"And if all that is to take place
with the captives, then it is plain that they must be about
thelr temple, and that they rust go up there again to be
bullt up, having become the most preclous of stones. For we
find with John in his Apocalypse, the promise made to him
that overcomes, that he will be a pillar in the temple of
God, and will go no more outs All this I have sald with a.view
to our obtaining a cursory view at least of the matters per-
taining to the temple, and the house of God, and the Church
and Jerusalem, which we cannot now take up systematically.
Those, however, who in their reading of the prophets, do
not. shrink from the labor of seeking after their spiritual
meaning, must inquire :lnto‘ these matters with the greatest
particularity, and must take account of every possibility.
So far of 'the temple of Hlis body. +n88

All the early expositors I have discussed previous
to the consideration of Origen have taken the Apocalypse
fairly literally. These exponents of the book understood its

88. A.N.F., Vol, IX, D.406.



message as one of comfort and encouragement in times of bitter -
persecution. This outlook was retained as long as the Roman
empire vwas hostlle to Christianity and intent on its eradi-
cation. But over against this realiztic "Anschauung" of the
Bpocalypse came an entirely new interpretation of its nature
and purpose. And this new turn of thought was due to the
growing influence of Greek thought in the Church. Greek
thought was violently opposed to the literalistic methods

of the Jewish apocalyptists, "and the passage of the cen=
turies without the appearance of the ILord to set up the long
looked=for kingdom led to an effort to f£ind a non-literal
meaning in the prophecies. Also the opposition to the

heresy of iiontanism, vwhich made great use of the Apocalypse
and gave extravagant form to its millennial teaching, caused
it to be either mjected or differently interpreted. Thus a
spiritualizing or allegorizing exegesls arose, The leader in
this was Origen, the vehement opponent of lilllonnarlanisme..
he lays down the principle that the true meaning of prophecy
is to be found only by going beyond the literal and historical
sense to the spiritual; and he says specifically of the Apoca-
lypose that the mysteries hidden in 1t can be understood only
in this way, His whole interpretation of the book is therefore
spiritual rather than 11tera1.. At a definite perlod the Lord
will come, not visibly, but in spirit, and establish his
perfected kingdom on earth. The time of His advent will
coincide with the coming culmination of evil in the peréon

of Antichrist, a future world-ruler, a child of Satan., The
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Imagery of the visions is to be taken allegorically; for
exomple, the soven heads of the dragon are seven deadly sins,
the ten horns are serpent-like powess of sin wvhich assail the
inner life, the rodl with seven seals 1s the Scripture, whose
meaning Christ alone can unsealy the warrior whose name is
the Vord of God, issulng upon a white horse from the opened
heavens, is Christ, who opens heaven by giving the white
1ight of truth to those who receive him:"®? So much for
Origen, !

llethodius (known also as Eubulius) was bishop of
both Olympus and Patara in Lycia, according to St. Jorome.
Later he served as bishop of Tyre in Phoenicia, and at the
end of the last of the great persecutions he suffered mare
tyrdom (ca. 312; Zahn gives 311). His translator, Clark,
syas of him:"lethodlus is known chiefly as the antagonist
of Opigen; although, as has been pointed out, he was iInfluen=-
ced in no small degree by the method of Origen, as may te
seen by his tendency to allegorical interpretations of Holy
Scristure. The only complete work of thls writer which has
come down to us is his Banquet of the Ten Virgins, a dialogue
of considerable power and grace, in praise of the virginal
life. His antagonism to Origen, however, comes out less in

this than in his works On the Resurrection and On Things

Created., The treatlise On Free Wlll i8.+.0f doubtful author=

ship; his writings against Porphyry, with the exception of

89, BBokwiﬁh, OPe cit." p-ﬁasn
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some slight fragments are lost, as are; also his exegetical
writings, "0

There are nine citations of the Apocalypse In the
extant works of Hathodlus.. For the sake of completeness I
shall include all of them here. In chapter V of his symposium,
The Banquet of the Ten Virgins he treats of Christ setting
an sxampls by His virginity according to His flesh, and of
the small number of virgins in proportion to the number of
saints. In this passage he quotes Reve. 14,1=4; 14,4-5; and
7,9 consecutively, "What then did the Lord, who is the Truth
and the Light, take in hand whon He came dowm from hegven?
He preserved the flesh which He had taken upon Him incorrupt
in virginity, so that we also, if we would come to the likew
ness of God and Christ, should endeavor to honor virginit}?,
For the likeness of God is the avoiding of corruption, And-
that the Word when He was incarnate, became chief Virgin,

In the same way as He was chlef Shepherd and oh:le;t._’ Prophet of
the Church, the Christ-possessed Jomn( <& To 7o| or
f_alj-lﬂTTOf ) shows us, saying, in the Book of
Revelation, 'And {1ooked, and, lo, a Iamb stood on the mount

Sion, and with Him an hundrsd and forty and four thousand,
having His name and Fis Father's name written in thelr fore-

heads. And I heard a voice from heaven, as the voice of many
waters, and as the volce of g great thunder; and I heard the

volce of harpers harping with thelr harps: and they sung as

90- A.“.F., 701.! VI. Pcmvi-
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a8 it were a new sung before the throne, and before the four
beasts, and the elders: and no man could learn that song but
the hundred and forty and four thousand, which were redeemed
from the earth. These are they which wére not defiled with
women; for they are virgins. These are they who follow the
lLamb whithersoever He gookths 'showing that the Lord is
leader of the cholir of virgins. And remark, in addition to
this, how very great in the aight of God is the dignity of
Vvirginity:' These were redeemed from among men, being the
flrst-frults unto God and to the Lamb, And in their mouth
was found no gulle: for they are without fault,?! he says,
Yand they follow the Lamb whithersocever He goeth.'! And he
clenrly intonds by this to teach us that the mumber of virgins
was, from the veginning, restricted to so many, namely, a
hundred and forty and four thousand while the multitude of
the othor saints is innumerable, For let us consider vwhat he
means when discoursing of the rest. {I beheld a great multl-
tude, which no man could mmber, of all nations, and kindreds,
and people, end tongues.'(Rev. 7,9). It 1s plain, therefore
as I said, that in the case of the other saints he intro-
duces an unspeakeble rmlthtude, while in the case of those
who ere in a state of virginity he mentions only a very small
number, so as to make a strong oontfa.at with those who make

up the innumerable mmber.-"gl

From Discow se 7II of the same work, chapter 3 ('A
Comparisen between the First and Second Adam) I quote:™iAnd

91, A.H.Fey Vol. VI, DP.313.



flrst, we must enquire if Adam can be likened to the Son of
God, when he was found in the transgression of the Fall, and
heard the sentence, 'Dust thou art, and to dust shall thou
roturn.*(Gen.3,19). For how shall he be considered 'the first-
born of every creature?(Col.l,;15), who, after the creation

of the earth and the firmament, was formed out of clay? And
how shall he be adnitted to be 'the tree of life' who vas
cast out for highransgression, lest 'he should agaln stretch
forth his hand and eat of 1t, and live for eder?t"®2®
Discourse VI, chapter 5, treating of the reward of virginity,
ilethodius states: "I have become the torch-bearer of the,
unquenchable (unapproachable, cfe I Tim. 6,16) lights, and

I join with thelr coupany in the new song of the archangelis,
showing forth the new grace of the Church; for the Word says
that the company of virgins always follow the Lord, and have
fellowship with Him vherever He is, And thls is what John
signifies iIn the commemoration of the hundred and fourty-Lour
thousand (Rev. 7,4; 14,4)."®3 In Discourse VIII, chapter 4,
which is an exhortation.to the cultivation of virginity,
Hetnodius writes:"John, in the course of the Apocalypse, says
tAnd there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed
with the sun, and the moon under her feot, and upon her head
a crown of twelve stars: and she, being with child, dried,
travalling in birth, and pained to be delivered. And there
appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red

92, A.N.Fe, Vol VI., P=317.
93.° Ibldes Pe33le



dragon, heving seven hoads and ten horns, and seven crowns
upon his heads. And his tall drew the third part of the

stars of heaven, and dld cast them to the earth: and the
dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered,
for to devour her child as soon as it was born. And she
brought forth a man-child, who was to rule all nations with
a2 rod of Iron: and heybhild wes caught up unto God, and to
Hls throne. And the woman fled into the wilderness, vhere

she hath a place prepared of God, that they should feed there
a thousand two hundred and three score days'(Reve. 12,1-=6).

50 far ve have gilven, in brief, the history of the woman and
the dragon. But to seerch out and explain the solution of them
is bpyond my powers. Wevertheless, let me venture, trusting
in Him vho commanded tc search the Scriptures. If,then, you
agree with this, it will not be @fficult to undertake 1t; -
for you will quite pardon me, if T am unable sufficiently to
explain the exact meaning of the Scripture."® The following
eight chapters of the same discourse are Nethodius! inter-
pretative views of this much-discussed pessage. Permit me to
list here the summaries of these ckhapters. Chapter V: The
woman who brings forth, to whom the dregon is opposed, the
Church; hor adopmment and grace. Ch.VI: The works of the
Church, the bringing forth of children in baptism the moon
in baptism, the full moon of Christt's Passion. Chapter VII:
the child of the woman in the Apocelypse not Christ, but

94. A.N-F.' 701. VI' ptsseo
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the faithful who are born in the laver. Chapter VIII: the
faithful in baptism males, conflgured to Christ; the saints
themselves Chrilats, Chapter IX: The Son of God, who ever is,
is today begotien in the minds and sense of ths faithful.
Chapter X: The dragon, the devil; the stars struck from heaven
by the tail of the dragon, heretics; the numbers of the Trinity,
that l1s, the persons muibered; errors concerning them, Chapter
XT: Tho womsn with the male child in the wildernessds the
Church; the wilderness belongs to virginas and saints; the
perfection of numbers and mysteries; the equality and per-
fection of the mmber six; the number siz related to Christ;
from thls mumber too, the creation and harmony of the world
completed. Chaptor XII: Virgins ere called to the Imitation
o7 the Chureh in the willderness overcoming the dragon. Chepter
XTIT: The seven crowns of the beast to be teken away by
victorious chaatity: the ten crowns of the dragon, the vicea
opposed to the Decalogue; the opinion or Fate the greatest
evi1.95 From Chapter TII of tho 9th Discourse I quote the
last refsrence of Wethodius in the work under consideration.
Spesking of the matter of how each cnme ought to prepare hinm-
8slf for the fubure resurrsction, he says:"Such frult (l.e.
of foith) it is nocessery that ve bring vhen we come to the
Judgment seat of Christ, on the firat day of the feast; for
if we are without it we shall not be able to feast with God,
nor to have part, according to John (Reve. 20,6), in the first

05¢ AN .Fep Vole VI, PP« 556-340,
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resurrection. For the tree of lii'e is wisdom first begotten
of all."(Rev, 2,7). Finally, from Hethodius'! Discourse -on

the Resurrection, I 1ist two quotations, Rev. 2,13 and 1,5,
preserved to us by Photius, Part III, par. 9 has the follow=-
ing:"Consider, he says, whether too the blessed John, when

hd says, 'And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and
death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them,!?
does not mean the parts which are given up by the elements
for the reconsiructions of each one? By the sea}s mean the
moist element; by hell, the air, derived from Ec E’
because it is 121visible, as vas sald by Origen; and by
death, thgbarth, because those who die are lald in it; whence
also 1t 1s called in the Psalms the 'dust of death,' (Ps.22,
15), Christ saying that He is brought ¢into the dust of death!
(375). Paragraph 13 has this:"How then could Christ bejcele-
brated by prophets and apostles as 'the first begotten of the
dead!(Reve.l,5)." I should like %o quote this entire paragraph
in order to illustrate HMethodius® opposition to Origen on

the matter of the state of the body after the resurrection:
"If then, O Origen, you maintain that the resurrection of the
body changed into a spiritual body 1s to be expected only in
appearance, and put forth the vision of lioses and Ellas as a
most convincting proof of it; saying that they appeared after
their departure from life, preserving no different appearance
from that which they had fram the beginning; in the same way
will be the resurrection of all men, But lNoses and Ellas
arose and.appeared with this form of which you speak, before
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Christ suffered and rose. How then conld Christ be celebrated
by prophets and apostles as .'the first-begotten of the dead?!
For if the Christ is believed to be the first begotten of . |,
the dead, He 1s the first begotten of the dead as having risen
before all others. But iioses appeared to the apostles before
Christ suffered, having this form in vhich you say the resur-
rection is fulfilled. Hence, then, there is no resurrection
of the form without the flesh, For either there 1s a resurrec-
tion of the form as you teach, and then Christ is no longer
Tthe first begotten of .the dead,' from the fact that souls
appeared before him, having this form after death; or He 1s ‘
truly the first begotten, and it is quite impossible that any
should have been thought meet for a resurrection before m.n.
80 as not to dle again. But 1f no one arose before Him, and
lioses and Elias appeared to the apostles not having flesh,
but only its appearance, the resurrection in the flesh 1s
clearly menifested. For i1t 1s most absurd that the resur-
Pection should be set forth only in form, since the souls,
after their departure from the flesh, never appear to lay
aside the form which, he says, rises again. But if that re-
mains with them, so that ‘i1t cannot be taken away, as with
the soul of ijpses and Ellas; and nelther perishes, as you
think, nor 1s destroyed, but 1s everywhere present with themj
then surely that form which never fell cannot be sald to
rise again.%96

96, A.H-Fa.‘ Vol. VI.- pp.375.375.
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In conclusion of this study of iiethodius lat me
point out in vhat respects he influenced the later history
of interpretation of Revelation. It is true indeed thét he
follows an expfl.usively spiritualizing method, and in this
respect does not differd essentially from his predecessor
Origen. HWis exegesis of Rev. Ch. 12 that the woman signifies -
the Church bearing ckildren into spiritual 1ife 1s a dominant
factor in deciding the course of later exegetes. The rejectim-
of the woman's child as referring to the birth of Christ is
& sharp point of difference between him and Origen. His express

. c ) /
denial that the child is Christ reads thus:_g /f ..7.—;"!( Vlfn)-
<
o

\
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._L_{ '( [T VE o pl AT ¢ (LO u; (VIII, Par.6 and 7).

The dragon, the devil, seeks to deatroy the being of the re-

generate, but he does not succeed since the reborn soul is-in
heaven (with the Spirit). The stars as false teachers are
< \ e /

* described as C 5 700K o4, #¢iwVuho ascribe
to themsolves a Imowledge of heavenly things and who have fallen
from the falth. (VIII, 10). The seven heads of the dragon are

g ’2 -
the seven deadly sina; the ten horns are the XVi¢(¥ ¢S £¢f

of the Ten Commendments (VIII, 13)w
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In my opinion the ccntributlons of Lethodius to the
fleld of exegesls of the Apocalypse have been generally under-
estimated.

Since Armobius made no commoents on the Apocalypse,

I shall proceed dlrectly to the consideration of the Donatist
oxegete Tichonlus. The Tichohius commentary in its original
Groek form is no longer extant. But it has beon reconstructed
on the basis of the latin veraions of Beatus, Primasius, and
Augustine. Fis successor, Gennadius, saild of him (V.111.18):
"Exposult et Apocalypsin ex integro, nihil in ea corporale,
sed tobtum intelligens spirituales..mille guotus annorum regni
in terra Justorum post resurrectionem futurl suspicionem
tullt.," Gennadius, who himself wrote an exposition of Revela=-
tion, gives us his estimation of Tichonlus?! Biblical learning
in the following deaer:_lption: picchonius, natione Afer, in
divinis litteris eruditus, luxta historlam sufficlenter et

in saescularibus non ignarus fult et in eccleslasticis negotils
studiosus." 97 .

In the work of Tichonius the interpretation of the
Apocalypse took an entirely new turn. If we study the grag=-
ments (Reve. 2,18 to 4,1 and 7,16 to 12,6) preserved in the
manmuscript SPICTILEGIUN CASINENSE (Bk,III, L) under the head=-
ing Tyconii Afrl fragmonta Commentarii in Apocalypsin ex
codice Taurinonsi, together with vhat 1s preserved in Prima=

slus, Augustine, Pseudo-Augustine, Beatus, and Bede, and

97. Zﬂ.hn, Op. Git.', 9.105.
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compare them diligently, we are on the right track in getting
at the true, genuine Tichonius. Beatus, rrimasius, and Pseudo=
Augustine are dependent upon the commentary of Victorinus.$8
If we subtract those elements in vhich the three witnesses
and Victorinus are commonly agreod, then the real Tichonlus
appears in the remainder. I might note here that the three
witnesses have stripped Tichonius! commentary of its Donatis-
tic heresies., The expositions of Tichonius are so character-
istic, forceful, and original, that they are recognized with
1little difficulty.

The Commentary of Tichonius the Donatist was writtem
after a great persecution against the Donatists had taken
Plece, at a time when the rest of Christendom enjoyed a
poriod of comparative quiet, Since Tichonius reckons the
three and a half years of the two witnesses (that is, of the
Churciiy Reve 11,3) as 350 years from the death of Christ fore
ward, and since he thought that the end of the world to be
very near, we place the date of composition for hls commen=-
tary in the period before 380 A.D. Since Tichonius is a
Donatist, he finds prophesied in the Apocalypse throughout
the sufferings, fears, and hopes of his church., He sees in
the power of the Beast, which arrays itself against thg¢true
church, that which to the Donatists was the hostille, worldly
kingdom and the secularigzed Roman Catholic Church with 1ts
false leaders, both bishops and prissts. It seems also that

98, Victorinus, .a Latin Father, d.305 A.D. a martyr, a
chiliast, and the first to use the Nero redivivus myth.
Tero is the beast and Antichrist.
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Tichonius fuught against a faction within his own Donatist
party. lle belonged to the strictest of the Donatists, cling-
ing fast to the unity of the Church in the sacraments.

thile he generally recognizes the classification of
humanity into three gro*u:;ps (1. pagans 2. the true church. 3.
the false durch) he mentions incidentally as a fourth group
also the schismatics, and thereby alludes to the events in
Horth Africa. The adherents of the Catholiec Church are to
him altogether !false brethrent and *hypocrites.! But in no
vay,= and here now the characteristic eschatoloty of Tichonius

is cloarly seen,= are all the menmbers of the true church
vanishod away out of that church of false bishops and priests,
In Africa especially is the true Church revealed by open con=
trt;versy between Carthage and the Roman See. But that the Word
of God has been preserved not only in Africa alone, that pro=-
phecy which was made the church at Fhiladelphia proves, to
Tichonius?! was of thinking, that a divine visitation shall
come upon tho entire world. The time will come in which the
pregching of the true Church in Africa will be heard and ac-
cepted throught the whole earth. Then above all a new separ=-
ation will occur. Vhoever at that time 1s still separated from
the true Church will have no more time to turn back, for then
the true Church and the false church will be revealed on
earth, Then wlll the great persecution begin, namely the
period of 3% years of the sway of Antichrist.

The method of expoasition which is uniformly a.pp].:lod

throughout by Tichonius is strictly spiritual. And the faithful
FRITZLAFF MEMORIAL LIBRARY
COIC ¢ i oA SEMINARY
ST. Louis, MO.
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execution of this method by T.ichoniua is what has brought it
about that his comments on the -Apocalypse have had such a
colossal influence on the following interpreters of later
centuries. In spite of his spiritualizing method, 'and, I
should say, without violating this exegetical norm, his
work evicnes an historical-realistic approach. Especilally
does Tichonius become polemical against the interpretation
of the two witnesses as definite personalities. The two
witnesses are the Church, which preaches Christ through the
medium of the Old and New Testaments: The 3} years are the
350 years in which they bear their testimony. The resurrec-
tlon of the wiltnesses 1s the general resurrection of the
dead. The Beast 1s the Symbol of worldly might; the seven
hoads denote all the kings of the world; the ten horns are
all the kingdoms of the world; the eighth head, which yet
belongs to the seven, or the head wounded unto death, is
the false, seculerized priesthood -which belongs rather to
the world, although 1t does not appear outwai-dly to belong
to it, and which, instead of the glory of the crucified
Christ, makes known its own glory and that of Satan. The
number 666 of Rev. 13,18 Tichonius reads as 616 -, and he
interprets it in a rather hazy and conventional way -calling
1t the sign of the Antichrist (Cf. Zahn, Einleitung in das
HeTey II, Pe628). This Antichrist is for him in many places
no longer a single individual but much more that diabollcal
pover which had already at that time united forces against
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' against the true Churche. On the other hand, Tychonius also
speaks of a yarticular person, who will be placed by the
devil as REX NOVISSIMUS at the head of the kingdom of Satan
which will battle with the true Church in the lest times.
Vhether Tychonlus has given this rex novissimus the title
of Antichrist or not is uncertain.

Especially has Tychonius had a profound influence
on later exegesis in this respect, that his interpretation
of the Apocalypse had conclusively -*broken away from all
chiliastlic leanings and all the realistic eschatology of
the ILatin Church., Hence his sadly undereatimate& historical
Importance in shaping the trends of the later history of

interpretation of the A pocalypse. In & clear and definite
nanner is the idea of the millennial kingdom, the binding

of Satan by tho angel (Rev. 20,1=6) which to Tichonius meant
the victory of the strong (iatt. 12,29) by virtue of the
first appearance of chrisi:, the 1000=year reign of the saints,
which to him represented that period of the church's history
from the first coming 61' the Lord up to His second advent,
first given a new interpretation by thls epoch-making Dona=-
tists expositor, As Beckwith states, "ils iInterpretation is
throughout spiritualistic; he explains nothing by the events
and circumstances of the age of the Apocalyptist...Jerusalem
i1s the symbol of the Church, as Babylon is the symbol of the
antichristian world. Ticonius is followed by Augustine in
his spiritualizing mathod,h though the latter in the applica=
tion of the method avoids the heresles of the Donatlist. Both
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: writers adopt the recapitulation theory. 199 g theory,

namely, that the events do not all form a continuous series,
but some scenes recapltulate the events of other scenes, is
found applied (among the extent commentaries] by Victorinus,
bishop of Petavium, This concentric plan of the Apocalypse,

as Drs Fuerbringer has so ably po!_.nted out in his lectures

on Reveletlon, recognizes a difficulty in the formal make-up
of the book, and offers a solution used by many modern exegetes
in their exposition of St. John's glorious prOphecy.

One concluding thought. Four of the seven fathers
dlscussed in the preceding pages were chillasts. The last
three represent the new spiritualizing method of the Alexane
drine school, Strictly speaking, chillasm is a branch of
Eschatolo/‘y. The prophecy of the Iillennium in Rev. 20 must
be taken )1:ltez-e.11y, if we are to call certain expositors
chiliaats. I have tried to show that Justin lartyr, Irenaeus,
and Hippolytus fall direct?.y into this claess. I have also
endeavored to show that this chillastic interpretation, be=

glnning with Clement of Alexand¥ra, was dlsplaced by the

spiritualizing methods of the Alexandrine schoole Tichonius,
adopting these methods, rejected the literal interpretation
of Reve 20 and treated the HMillemnium as the perlod between
the First and Second Advents of our Lord Jesus Christ. Jerome
and Augustine followed in the footsteps of Tichonius, and a
realistic eschatoloPy was ruled out of exlstence in the church

99, Beckwith, ppe. 324,325,
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for a full 800 years. The Eschatological Iathod, including
Chiliasm, was revived by Joachim de Flore (ca. 1200 A.D.),
but the latter branch was again rejected for some centuries
and declared heretical by the Augsburg and Helvetic Confos-
slons. In England, wnere these Confessions were without
authority, Chillasm was reinstated by llede, Sir Isaac Heutom,
and Whiston. This brief overview of the chiliastic and
spiritualizing methods rmst suffice for the prosent writing.

THE END
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APPENDIX 1O, I QUOTATION: FROM

THE LATIN RESCENSION

OF ORICEN "IN HATTHAEUM"

EdFEFUIRRENBEREEEEEPRER R REREEY FAh R E e b

Patrologia Graecia, Vole 13. Origenis, Vol. 3. Series Veteris Inter-
pretationis Commemtariorum Origenis in Natthaeume Section 49-Paragrapgh 867.

"Adlmo autem ad ea quae dicta sunt de cndentibus stellis, nmon sine ratione
ost assumore de Revelatione Joannis, de tertia parte stellarum tracta a
ocauda draconis in terrame Dioit enim ita: *Et visum est aliud signum in
coelo; ot ecce draco magnus rufus habens capita septem, et cornua decem,

et super capita sua cornua septem; et cauda eius traxit tertiam partem
stellarum eoeli, et misit eas in terram® (Rev. 1213,4). Omnia haec exponere
singillatin de capitibus septem draconis, quae forsitan possunt referri ad
eliqua principos rerum nequitiae, sive ad tanta ducentium ad mortem peccata,
non est temporis huius: exponetrir autem tempore suo in Revelatio Joannis.
Sed et decem cornua dicere guoniam sunt regna serpentinae malitiae, et
habentis serpentis naturam, et semper pectore et ventre incedere per boooatn.
nec modo exponere tempus est. Quid narratio praesens de septem diadematibus
quac draco videtur habere super septem oapita sua? Utputa disdemata per
singulos qui iunguntur susoipit aliquod caput draconis. Has eutem prinei-
pales expositiones atque probationes oportet fieri oum ipse liber propositus
fuerit nobias ad exponendum: Munc autem hoo solum oportet de Revelatione illa
exponere, quoniam cauda draconis traxit tertiam partem stellarum coel_i, et
misit eam in terram. Existimo enim guoniam qui debet audire: "Post Dominum
Doun tuum ibis' et 'Venite pust me! (Hatt. 4:19), et ad haeo quidem cbstruilb
aures suas peccatum autom sequitur, trahitur & cauda draccnis vadens post
eunms, 8i auten contigorit oum qui sic vixit ut audiats: '"Wos estis lux mundi®
(Matt. 5:14), et aliquando splenduorint opera eius bona, hic aliquando con=
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aﬁitutua stella, et in coelo habens cmenilmm, si avulsus fuerit a

dracone in terram, hic erit stella a cauda draconis tracta et missa in
terram. Sic stellae a cauda draconis trahuntur et mittuntur in terram.
Sunt autem aliase quorum pars aliqua obscuratur, et quod maius est guidem,
Juminosum est, quas videtur ostendere de Revelatione sermo sic habens: 'ES
quartus engelus tubs cecinit, et percussa est tertia pars lunse, et tertia
para stellarum, ut obsouraretur tertla pars eorum.' Sunt guidam autem gui
nec omnino gervaverunt quod diotum. est: 'Sio luceat lumen vestrum coram

hominibuat neo omine exstineti et obsocurati sunt sed ex parte ( Delarus

Ed. pp.1673;1674)e
The Ascension (Acts 1:9-11)

Et in Revelatione Joammes similiter dicit (Rev.l:7): *Ecce veniet ocum
nubibus, ot videblt eum omnis ooculus, et qui eum pupugerunt.! Intelligat
autem qui potest, utrum id ipsum est super nubes coeli venire eugy, et oum
nubibus eum vinire; aut aliame quidem sunt nubes .lmper quas veniet, aliae
autem oum quibus veniet? (Cf.Ise 19:l)eesscsSecundun enim ipsum Joannem
(Reve 11:8), ldous 'in guo Dominus eorum orucifixus est, vocatur spiritaliter
Sodoma et Aegyptus,' sive totus mundus, sive Judaea, Sodoma et Aegyptus
appellatur. Qui autem super mubem levem venit in Aegyptum, primum ascen=—
gionem faciet in Judasam. Rationis est enim venientem eum iterum, illio
primum fieri Sodoma autem ubi Dominus eorum orucifixus ezt appdhtur'. siout
et aliquando dictum est ad populum illum et prinoipes Sodomorum, attendite
legem Dei, plebs Gomorrhae.' (Is.1:10). -
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APPENDIX HNO. II.

SAUPLE OF ORIGEN'S

117.
GREEK STYLE

The 144,000 Sealod in the Apocalypse are Converts to Christ from the

Gentile World
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Translation

These, then, who are sealed on their
foreheads from every tribe of the chil=
dren of Israel, are a hundred and
forty=four thousand in number; and
these hundred and forty-four thou=
sand are afterward said in John to
have the name of the Lamb and of His
Father written on their foreheads,

and to be virgins, not having defiled
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could the seal be whioh is on their
foreheada but the name of the Lamb
and the name of His Father? In both
passages their foreheads are said to
have the seal; in one the seal is g
spoken of, in the other it appears to
sontain the lettera forming the name
of the Lamb, and the name of His
Father, HNow theae taken from the
tribes are, as we showed before, the
same porsons as the virgins. But the
nunber of believers is asmall who belo:lg
to Iorael according to the flesh; ome
might venture to assert that they
would not nearly make up the number
of a hundred and forty-four thousand.
It is olear, thorefore, that the hun=
dred and forty-four thousand who have
not defiled themselves with women must
\ be made up of those who have come %o
the divine word out of the “entile world.
In this way the truth of the statement

\" may be upheld that the first fruits

of each tribe are its virgins. For

¢fn a’,uv 0/7,\..; ﬂtthe passage goes on: "These were

bought from owing men to be a first
fruit to God and to the Lambz and in
their mouth was found no guile, for
they are without blemish." The state-
ment about the 144,000 no doubt ad=
mits of mystioal interpretation; but
it is unnecessary at this point, and
would divert us from our purpose, to
_oonpare with it those passages of the
phets in which the same lesson is
taught regarding those who are called
from among the Gentiles. (" /02)
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And in a word all that was
said or written to perpetuate
the knowledge of Christ's so-
Journ on earth and to prepare
for His second coming, or to
bring it about as a present
reality in those souls which
wore willing to receive the
word of God as He stood at the
door and knooked and sought
to oome into them.
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- were purchased from among men,
a first fruits to the God and %o
the lamb; and in their mouth was
found no lie, for they are with=-
out blemish.
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