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But even here thero ia n.o traqe of tho ezaaerate4 uoett:oi• •tall ha4 

exiated lho f"orogotns century tn Eutern 11onu:t;toiam an4 WM to appear . . 
in the later ~ntu:rtea ~n Irish t 'Ounclo.ticma. In t:-aot, tho nearest ap­

y,roaoh to cuob 'Pl'&otioe·a "nCUld be found iii tbe ear.l.y oaptirity or Patriok 

where ho prc,od wnUo tending hia noo1m. Be aa14: •1 pr8104 freqanta.:r 

during the day, and the love of' Gad., a.ad �H�i % � faith and tear, inoreuod: 

in mo more _Gild. mo:re, and tho aptri 1. ns % �t�i�r�r�e�d�.�;� % �o� tha.t �~� a % �i�n�!�l�,�e� ctq· 

I have acid as 111a117 aa a hunclrocl �p�r�a�y�e�r % �,� and. 1n the night ·nearl.7 the 

aame, a.o tho.t I remained In the aoOda, ancl on the mounta111, •ven before 

the de.wn, .I 'flOS roused to praJOr, 111 anow, o.nd ioe, &net ratn,. and l re 

no injury tram it, nor \788 there any slothtulnaaa in me, �e % � I aee now, 
l 

boaouao the spirit was than tenant in ma.• 

�~� \'10 must think ot Pa.ul tn Corinth nan Patrtall:: eJlJ)laiiled. 

bia m1aoion81':, polio:, not to eoaept q gt~ troll hia nev �o�O�l�l�f�t�r�t % �:� 

But man it ha.?>pened that I baptt~od % �o� many thouaand 111n, 
dtcl I expeot even half a •aorepBl.11 trom them? Tall ma, 
and I "111 roturn it to ,ou. Or 1'he:n tbe Lorcl orcla1ne4 
al.orgy t.ltrough my hum111 ty end m1Diat171 d 1d I oonter the 
gr.eoe gratuttuouai,, If I aabd or cm, of' them even the 
valuo ot my % �h�o�e�;� tell ·mo, and I will repay ,ou more. I 
rather ape~n~ tor 1ou, aa :tar aa 1 woa a~e; and among JOU Did 
overymere f'or JOU •I o~ured, IIIGD7 �p�e�r�1�1 % � In distant �p�l�a�o�e % �,� 
where none had been further or had ever oame to baptt•, ar 
orda:ID, tbe al.erg, or oont1rm the people. B7 the graaa o:f' 
thq �~�~ �.� I labored. freely aD4 4tl1eentl1' tn all thinp tor 
1our aalvation.a · 

But Patrtok al.Ila had a pol.1Q¥ 'llhloh ha4 no parallel In the lite 

ot Paul. Be· \'IOuld purohaae the Sood lftll anc1 proteotion ot the �~� in4 
y . 

3u4pa by ~l>lng them �p�r�e�s�e�n�t % �:� •At �t�h�t % � ttma alao I �u % �e�d� to give re-

1.. DIA•, 687. 
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ffarda ·to ktnga1 moaa ■OJl8 J: ht.rod, mo travel wit.la•• DZl4 mo IIDClff­

atoncl. nothing but to protoot • anct-m, oompald.cma • • •• You Jcnow how 

much I upended on tho 3u4gas in tho dilltr:lota which ~ V.lalted -■t . 

f'requently.. For I think I pcicl tllem not leas tb1111 the- bin of' tt:rteozr 

men, the.t you mff_i1t ho.ve the bcmot1t ot my ,roaonoo and thnt I miatit ~ 
1 

ways on,1o:, you. in t.'le Lorc'l. 11 

And with n nhort oonf'eselon :ln the Tr:luno Oa41 Patrlolc om-
8 

ol.ucled h:la gagtesgion : "But w vho believe in e.n4 ad.ore tho tl'll8 san, 

Christ, who w111 never perlah, neither ho who shall do Hts wll~, but 

even oa Chrtat ahaU abide tor nar, \7ho re:lgrm with God the Father 

/llm:lCJhty, ond with the 'Holy 3p1r1t1 bof'ora tb' naes, ODd nos, and 
3 

f orever and over. Amen." 

3. lW•, s11 • 

. . 



PAll'l' II: 'l'llE EAULY IRISll UOJ~llH'ERY 

CJU11'1T1.R I: li"OU1'iJ>ATIOM OF TUE UO!JliSTl:!RY 

The pronohing ot Potr1ok and bia fellow 111aa1onariea 'tft1II 

bloaaod ,-;1th~ Iriah oonverta. I\Dd a le.re;o numbor or the1e mon and 
' 1 

women forsook the au-perat1~1oua toaohiJu.,I ot the Dru1da not~ to 

18 

aooapt t.'le Chriatian fdth but alao to dovoto their 11w·a to tho •in-, 

tonanoo and the Dpre~.d at Christ• a oh'lll"9h in Iroloact. 'l-'atriok \'ll'Ote 111 

h:l.s Letter (Appent'lilr I, A, · a) oonoerning tbta 10Gloua group w!l1ah ha4 

baan •onelly out up and alE'lin" _by tba aoldian of' corotiouJ "!!tannins 

\70lwa have 11oattered the fl.oak Of'• tho Lord, ml~,· \7:l.th tho· graateat 

dUi,zonoe, \'188 1noreaa1ng 1n Ireland; the_ sou ot th,- Ir1ah1 8114 the · 

daughtora of ldnau,. who are ~onb Qlld v1rpna of' Chriat, an too man, 

to onumarete.n no n.lao mentioned ln hta Ccmtpa■1on that the •eons of' 

the 'loot:I. r..nd ck\u~tera ot prinoaa are aoen to be monka ana v:l.rglJul or 
2 

C'11riat. 11 

'!'hare :I.a little :lnf'ormtion .oonaerniDB the or:l.sin or IIGIIDllti• 

olam in Ireland, although tb:la ayatem 414 plq, a pramtnen\ part 1D. tu 

1. •TIie ohiet pntelden to the poa■o■■S.on of 111181'd17 am 
pomn of' di't1.nat:l.on 1D. IreiGIJ4 wre the Draidll, \1110· oorrelipon4, but not 

. :I.II all re■peota1 to ·tho i>ru14a ot Clciul. 'l'he7 .1o1nad to b:l.r ■upel'llllt•al 
lore ·1·nnaoe11t Hoular laand.ng1 ak:111 ,in poetr, 1 and Jmolrledge ot tl&e 
l&\111 Gild ldatory of' their 00111m7. 7.'heJ saw tba k:I.Jlp aclv1ae on4 9411• 
oated their ohildren. Tllo la:l.gb value a:lcih waa a,'8ohecl to tho:lr ooumei. 
re■tocl mtrually cm their prophet:l.o paaara. 'lhe7. praotioocl 41'9111aHon 1n 
varicnaa torina, wt.th :lnaorilled rOda of', .. , ~or S.natanoe, or b1 •am ot 
magt.o 'l'lheei.. • aur, 1 &• Jdl•· 1 76. 

1. st. P.atr1ok, D• Jill• , 60:I.. 
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Chr:lat1cn1Biu,: of' tho oountz,o. Tho 1!1onaotar:,, wms built pr1mar1l.y tor 'tl:e 

purpose an4 the tutheranoo Of' miaa:l.oraar, endea.vo:ru. so a maa'ber ot· ama 

from different la.nda and atationa ot lite 110111.d. buUd 1iho1r 111111■:lcm ata­

t:lon near tho ohuroh or tho 001111111d.t7 mere tho7 fflN14 prepare tha­

aolwo and 0th.era tor the Ir:l.ah 1111ail:lon field, or would oop,. GIid ■t'IIG,V 

tho Oor:l.pturee to bo uaed for auoh prcaohlng, or nould So out to ocmtaot 

thoae heath.on :l.n the no:lahborhood who at:l.ll olung to the Dru:1.4:loal aupor­

atit:lona. Suah man nro to bo lnaptred by the 'Paul.-11.b Pa;trlok. whON 

buntn,s enthua:lnsm f'or m:laa:lon \'IOl'k :la ao Eor:lj,turally ezpreaae4 1n Id.a 

Cont8ag1on: 

!'or I am truly a clebtor tq God, •~ h~ etvon me ■o Jl!lllda sraoa, 
that mny people aholll.d bo born ap:ln to Gael through men• &Di 
that f'or them cnerywhere \$Ollld be ordalnad pr:laata for tb1a 
pooplo, :newly oCi?lG to tho f'a:lth, \'lh:loh the Lord took trcm the 
an!a Of' the earth, aa He i,rom:laacl tonnorl7 by H:la Prophet■: 

o-.1r tnthern fnlgolY properg4 wo1.a, a amt Ja .u nre:Jt JD 
.li!Jat-& l:11.U. lml. nantllaa cia. .Ill! mil. D.Y.• -~ agaDJ, 1 MD 
Bl ~ l2 .11.1. lY. lis:t. st ltl!. Ceiltllg■, Jauil .&ml PW:Y111t lil 
tar. 1a1yn.t1on ll!'!1v. lu utmoat uma .u lJII. ualL• And thaa t 
we.:lt the pram:lae or Him mo never falls, aa lie prom:laea :ln the 
Gaapel: They !!!!:!! ~ ,!!:!! th11 !!!.! !!!, .!!!, wat, !!:!! the 
.!!!!E!l and tram le ll!!!!i, !!!l .!1U!!l .!.ll ~ ld:!l l\'braham. !!!l 
ll!ml,,_s Jgqob. -So • bollevo that the tal'11ful ahall oae · 
frOm au parts ot the uorld. Tbareton w '\70USllt. to tiah . ..u 
a1ICI clil:lgently, u the Lord taupt and •a.id.: _gpa a .a..£ a 
,a z mu !Illa; m ae,n .u .. I\Dd asa.1n: Meio., lllt1i. 
Jilli ltarsl, 1 Uilll w flphar, IDll am. hunten, eto. '.l1aretore 
w should, by all memm, ■at ~ mta 1n auoh a manner that a 
~at, mult:ltw!e and a oroad. IIIQ.,)' 'be a&ught. tharo:ln tor Goel, BD4 
that everywhere there may bo prleats mo ■hall bnptlN an4 a­
hart a people mo ao _.4 1t om cleatre tt; aa tho Lorcl taiiabea 
and adllloftJahaa 1n ~ Gospel, aay1ng: .sJsdB, t,hv,[m, ... 
.D. .Q patigy. ato. 
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'lb.at •• 81101114 leave 1.he:l.r I&~• cmd ram111e■ to lieoe1111 llGll1m 

and. 'Virgina or· Cbriat 11aa not unw111al in that 487• Patrlok l&illlllelt JalMI 
. . 

at1141ed tor hia m1aaiona17 mrk 1n mcmaatio roun4at1ona 1n Gaal. Q.reo.dJ 

in tho bagimd.ng or the fifth oentury thta ayatem had been inaUQUro.W 

at Ueraeillon Ull(l.ar tho innuonoe or John Caaaien, and in 1.he 1818114 or 

Lorina U!'lder that ot llonoratus. liiadcmary monlm hac! gona forth fZ'Clll 

Lorino to net up monoatio oommunitioa \'Jliero 11by the monoatio ruiea they · 

oonrpo11ed f'or their gavarment, apreQd tar and w:l.de ·throal#l soath-eutorn 
l 

• Gt'l.ul the intlue:noe ond icloaa ot Lor:1.na.• 1'be■e ocmsrept:lona in Irelancl 
a 

m:,.lr not hQVG aooapted the austaro rule ot st. t!art:ln ot T0111'8 , but they 

oorta1nly did not boa:ltata to devote thoir entire ettorts to the propa­

r,Rt:l.on or their no\7 to.1th •. 

-=---­For tho poriod botwean the dea1.h or Patr1ok anc1 the r:l.ae or 

1. D.s.c. autlor, •uonestldilllll, 11 l1II Qpmb[ldn caa1eyp1 
n1atm, I, planned 'b7 J'.B. BUJ7, &K. 'Die ■oat ramoua or these monu­
toriea in Gaul was Condot in tile .Jura mountains.~•• 63'. 

2. st. 'tlart1u or Tours \'1811 tho rounder or Gal3.io mcinaahtam, 
Ile he.cl bean born earl.1 1n the fourth oentury cm1 had pl'GOtloecl mcmu­
t:l.o lite before booom:l~ b!ab.op or T0111'11 1n A.D. 312. Nearl.1 te~ ,ea,■ 
oarlier ho had ~t.abllab.ecl a 11onaate1"7 naar Po1t1e~1 and cm beOOJD111$ 
blahop or Tovu he tomed· one at the plaoe atterwarda :oenad &r.Dout.ter. 
llere he gathered together elr,hty monlr:81 ancl 11.vad w:1.tl:l tbem a lift ot 
sreat aolituda and ·auatorit1'• 'l'he7 dwelt •ins11 in oawo and huts, 
meeting only tor the, ohuroh aorriaea and tor ·•ala; they (oatecl ·Gld 
prayecl long, It. vaa a reproduot:l.cm ot the lite ot Jo:gptian monka. Ct!. ' 
sutler, .5111&.; Jill.., 534. 'Ilda type ot aaoet1o life wu_ also to be prao­
tiod 1n Ir,1.ab. mOIWltv:lea. ot later oenturie■• . . 



11 

the groat 111onaator1ea, tho 0141' pneral oaoo,mt 'that hu aumftCl ot the 

dava~opmont or Irish foundations la that oontslnGcl '8 the Cata),98YI 

pangt9rm HiJ>vnS,aa ( :Appendix II, K). Aooording to 'Ulla clocnmen1i 1i1ae 

first period ot monaatio clavelopmont oontinod to tho da4t!I ot tbe 

The :first orcJer or Catbol:lo Saints aaa :ln the t:lllo at Patr:lolc; 
and then thoy wore all 'blshipa, d1at1nau1she4 ond holy, and 
fUl1 or tho Holy Ohoat, 350 in numbor, toundern -or ohurohoa. 
'l'h07 had, ono bead, Christ, and ono oh:lef, Patr1cJc. TheJ' had 
one m!u:a, ono llturf.!'Y, one tonsure trcm ear to eor. They cele­
brated ono P.aater, on. the tourtoenth moon attar tho vornal 

· eC}Uinax ~ !lnd mat \Y·SB uaommuniooted by one ohurah on u:oan­
mun1oo.te4. · 1}1oy,:id14 not roJeot the aemoe and soolat7 of 
TIOMn beoouae· toundeu on the raolc, Cbrist, they tee.rod not 
tho biaat or tomptatlon. Tb1a order ot aalnta luted tor tour 
roigns, those nwnely o! Loigulre, at A11111 t!Olt, ot Luge.id 
aon at Loiguiro, and of Tuo.thal. Jill tboao biahopa nre 1 apruns t'rom tho Rommaa 4nd Fre.nka QDd Bdtons. and Soota. 

t•·orei3n 1nf'luenoe 1n this tlrat aontury o.nd a quarter toUn1ng PatriaJc' a 

arr1v3l. aea eapeolGlly strong among the olergy. Beyolld a doubt tboae monka 

trom tho Continent and Dr1tt\1n beocme. the t1rat ovoraeera ot tba 111UJ J 

ncnr Ir1ah tou.ndat1ona and the tint 1natruotora ot the oanwl'ta ao 

\'liahed. to Join the sr,at m1aa1on mavemant. 

The aeool'!d period 1a clso br1ony d.eaor1be,a 1il tile Cgtaloqwp: 

/ 

•The aeoond era woa trm: ciol1:ml):1, t\.'O. 534 to .a.». 600. In tbls order 

thero nre row b1ahopa and :.,:my preabytora. They had ono hcuu1, oµr Lprd. 

They oelebrc.ted clitte:rent IIIQllsea; had 41tteront rule■; one Eaater; om .. 
tonaUN. They rat'wlec1 the ae:rvioea ot \ICDID.• 

1. J'obn Byan, 1Eilb 1Z9DMtigig, 97. 

2. DaDiel DaVinne, R1ator,..s.t .!!LI.DE PJ'imiUD Chgph. 82. 



1'ho mOIIDDter1ea ot tha■e f':lnt ho per1oc1a outlinect 111 the 
' 

Catalog l\l"9 tu. -ob,1eot of ·ov atud.7 in thla ·theaia. During tbla ta 

the monaBt:lo oongraacticma devel~acl .trom ·ail!lple m:l■■ton atatton■ to 

_ ~ n~b:l.t:lp OO!Jll!lUl']1t1ea and 1ntluar.atlal oantroa of itatdlleotuol. 11te 

1 
wh:l.oh ~•~ otUl untouched ~1 the ,1qf1uo~ ot the RGIIIGll ahvoh. 

There woro outatencling oauaaa which help to aooount. tor the mtro.-
. 

ordinary aprac.d or the Ir:1.ah mcmaateriea. r-r:lum,Uy, there was the 
I 

burning zeel. a:! the olerw , r1ho trom tho outset wro oce;or to eatab11ab · 

miBBion 1nati tution~, os oo.n be seen .in tho \'Jl"1t1Dgs of Patr1ok. But 

there were lllao tho pol:l.t:1.ool encl _ooo1Bl oorld:ltio:na :or .Irelanct d&:lah 

:. .. . 
nere oon4uo:lvo to t'lie rap2,d clovolopmont and (!l'OWth of mcmest:lo lite. 

'i.'hore· aore no ta~ms :ln Irolmid and honoe tl1D monaatflry \'leoame tu oul• 

t~el and iJ'lt0Uootuol. aentre or the oomnun1t:,. 

I:-:1.Dh nooiet1 hod 1:>een diviclad :lnto numerous amaU and tribal 

atatoa, so that vhen tho oh1etta1D or Jc1Dg had boen oonnrtecl, he wo'lllcl 

uaual.1:, nront the m:I.Qaiono.r:, a s:lto not o?Q.y ror a church, but elao tor 

o monaat:lo aettl.emant, \'lh1ah we.a to be ma:lnta1no4 trom the ftQ' beg.lnn1ng 

b7 the JJ9ople ot· h1a tribe. Tho 1na:lc!oilt rela~ 111 the l&IB, by st.· ~ae-
. . 

Doc ot Ferns my be telten BIi tn,1oa1. :1n that clay. A oh:lattain ot .Le:lmltel', 

1. 'l'hSa 1.nf'luanoe would be rea11i0c1 :ln tbe th1.rcl periac1.:clea­
or1'bec! :ln tho gp.ta19ffPi= •'.ftle third era "r.18 tram A.». 600, Gll4 oilnrd. 
TlilQ· order had ·holy proa'b71;ora; fe" ·b1ahops1, 11voct 1n claaert plaoe•, aDl 
an· herbs antt wator •. Rael cJUtaront rule■ Did. lllGil■e■; 41ttennt ton■vea; 
and a d.1tterent Poa.ohal toat:lval." lld4•, ae. 



• 

ha.v1ns 'boen bapt:l.1od by, st. =•doo, made hm ea g:1.n or lend upon wll.:1.a11 

ho ool,lld oatnbl:l.9h a rol:lg:loua :,ottlcmient, co.:;:lns: •l: o!ter myself tQ 

God end to thoo, and vith ayaolt I ottor ol.1 11117' ro.oa; bo thou 1ala master 
1 . . 

of' all. • 11 Thia does not nooeaaar11y maan that the l'Ul.er foroocl h1a 

. . 
aub,1eota to tollov, the faii:h or the new mia■:lonaey, but :lt d:ld 2ap17 

that tho Chr:latian oier,:y had f'Ull. pormiaa:lon to preach the \'!Ol'd 1n 

their m:ldat. Thia prooodure \7NI al.ea de1,1or1bo4 1n hill Q9PAp■ipp b7 
a 

T'o.tr:lak, who hBcl evon 'U;DGd gifts 1n order to panuacle tho tr:lbol kiJJp 

' al14 ,1ud~oa to stvo him y,orm:laa:lon to p~o.oh om to eata.bl1ah eoal.ea:lu-

t:loel :!'oundo.t:lona :ln tho ocmnun:lt7. 

C!lAP'm.R II: BUILDIMG 0)' TJS l!OH,~TERY' 

'i110 :!'oundution o:t the e<ll"l,y monaatio· aettlement :ln Ireland. 

must have rupoo.ted 'l;J:le picture end. problema of our own trcmt:ler ""'8• 

'l'ho founder of a mODm1tor1' tirst 'doo:ld.ed :ln vha.t part ot the ooantr1 

he should fiz t!le site f'or h:ls m:tabl:lahmont. lien cssomblad ~ Uioso 

\'9ho had. ag:roexl to become h:l.s m:laa:lonary oampan!o:na to oo:natruat tho:lr 

pl.a® Of hn'b:ltat:lon. Itcnd8 . 'beo3lll0 hardened and•~ by U&e tom 

with which they lovelled, cm tqilocd :ln t.&o srant ·ot lmd. Arma Cid clo­

thing wn torn 'b7 the oreat logo mioh theJ out do-.m 1n the avromding 

toreah to turntah timber tor '?Ct· dwelllllsa• Bao1m ·•~ bent mder 

1. OOUnGUd, .D• .Ail•, GS. 

2. st. Patrick, .D• Jdl•·• 606. 



huge buncll.oa or vmttl.aa and twlc,1 \'lbloh were to tom the a1okel'IIOZ'k 

walla. "Even tho leaders olaimod no oxemptton, 'but often worbd lllllll-
1 

tall.7 \'11th ao and apado Ulm tho roat. • 

In tho ear11eat rooorcla tho ooolea1aat1oal fo'IIDClaUom ■ea. 

to have beon regular Cbr1at1an oongregationa vh1ola called -.1r oan 

clergy, 'l'bo abbot or tho monaat1o group ~4 both aeoul.ar aD4 -,1r1tua1 
.,, . 

artalra or the aot~omont. Tho7 Mro · oxproaal.y d1atlngg1aba4 aa •tree,• 

whioh \'JOUld :Imply a roleaae trom raatriotiona and oblip t1on11 nloh wre 

uauoll7 1mpoae4 by tho tribal ohiof'tatn, and a • tato of' 1ndapenc1tlnoe ot 
2 

the tribe■ In th1a manner Sligo, a large 41atr1ot1 WU otterecl •to OOc1 

and 'Pntriok~ 0 by the tribal :ting, 'Obo -IINIIII to havo aoted aa a repre-
· 3 

oontatlve or the tribo \'lhen ho •ma.e it b'ee to God an4 Patrtol:. • At 

tirot moat ot the earlieat·monaatlo oongrept1cma aeleotecl thoir aa 

nbbota or blahopa after tholr founder had cliecl or had mond to touncl 

aom other aatabl.1ahment on tb.a Iriab frontier or Cbriatianit7. But 

later when tho ruling line or a ·v:L'b!!t reali1ecl the 1mportanoe ot ■uall 

an eoalaaioatloal 1nat1tut1on aa tile aoolal and cultural oentre ot aa-

t1vit7 ill the mifJJlborhoocl, they vo111cl attempt to aeoure aama man■ ot 
4 

aontrol. ova~.• monaate17 through the aoleat1on ot tu ·abbot mo waulcl 

then oat ea a aeoular authority. 

,._ '"1-::· f~Yott,_~_§psd\'4 Utatog " Apgigt JnlPPh -· 

~ ~ .. : .91;.; al-, 176. 

3 • .Dal·, 176. 

4. 'lb:ta aotlon rem1n4a 1111 or the Innatiture controver■7 111 
the elavonth and. helttb oontDl'ie■ men both Pope and. German Bmperor 
■trove tor oontrol or the 'blahoprlaa 1n the Empire• 



In ■oat ooae■ the aoolea1aat1oal. eatabl:labmnte Of Pavlolt 

and. hia oompan1cma laa4 been touncled on ffADU ·ot 1an4 c1evot■c1 to 1bal 
I 

purpose by tho tribal Jd.llp or. leaclera. tl'CIIII their c.,wn privat■ propen7. 

Tho ln.tereata, therefore, ot tho tribo and ot the ohlatta1D1 ■ c1e.-oen4ant■ 

uaue]J.y had to 'bo. 00111:ldered, and the aonaidorat~on or the■.• intere■'■ 

gave rlae to ~oua peou11ar ■Yl!ltama. In ■ome qaaea the tribal lear 

did not aurronder all at hia rlgbta to the eooleaiaatioal. tel'1'1'to17, but 

trsnsmit:ted to hia deaoendanta a .11mited oontrol over-.it. The result 

\'IBB two line■ ot auooeaaion, vhioh ,1oin~ ezeroi~•d oontrol onr the· 

tnatitution. Thero vaa the acsoular line, :ln a:loh decent 1188 1&~1~ 

and tribal, and the eoolea:last~ line, •mtoh 1'a8 ■G.11et:lme■ :'9gal&r-
1 

ly oonmotod by the blood with ·the toundor.• Ama!Jl and Trim are :hO 

oza.~plea of auoh dual auooeaaion. 

In otbor oaaea the ocmneotlon botwen tbo mcmaatory &Id the 

tribe \"lQB oatobliahecl bJ the rule that the ab'bao1' al101ll.cl be obJili.tt~ 

trm, mioh had been tomded b7 l'othtio, tand.lhea u an ezamp1e·ot ■'IIGh 

e.n arrangomont. •~thtlo laid cloan that the lmerltanoe ·to Drumleue 

8110144 not 'bG oonf!:ned unoondi tlonally to .Jd.a on tllllll¥. Ilia tem117 

should inherit the auooe■aton, it there wre DZJy member pi-■ aDll soo4 

aid ocmao1ent1ou■• It not, the abbot llhould be Qh~en from the oomma1t7• 



l 
or aonlm ot Drumleaae. • 

Ill nt:111 other ouea the triba1 1oacter p1aoocl thla gl"llllt d 

1e.nd entirely 1n the hGDlla ot tlae eoo1ealallt~oa1 f01Ul4er. Al.thoup the 

trlbo 'l'flthln wbaae torrHory the monuta17 hacl bean built \'11111 ocm­

aul.tod, it aaoma to luwe beeri a 50neral rul.e that tho priv:Uege ot ■uo-
. . 

aeaa1on ba1onB9d to the touflclor•a tribe. ,'Incl then 1t Uaere 1188 no 

qualified auoaesaor to be f'ound in that tribe, tho a.bbaoy wul.d paaa 
a 

to tho trlba where the monaatory we.a lOOGted. 

Dut· nOl'I to return ·to tho aotuol. oonstraotion of' the monaatio 

buildinas. t'i'horo voOd Dlld atono wrv not ava:Uablo, o1q 'flU ~all.7 

uaed. Pcitrlak la said to havo built two :eartllon obu.rollea, one a Cl.obao'b, 

t."10 other mar Klllala.. Tireolum in Illa .w:sa, (Appandill II, A). 111'.0ta 
3 

that tho latter was aqua.re. A Dru1c11oal. ora.al.o oonaornina Pa.trlok al.ao 

desoribod Ilia ohurohea aa •auauata.e et quadratae.• 

'lbe mast oClllplote ilaf'omat:lon of' ono ot Patrtcik•a monaatio 

oolonieu :la to be tou4 ill ommeots.on nth ll1a toullllaticm. of' Armast&• 

In A.D. 444 King Daire had turn1aluld him a ama1l traot ot gromd at 11le 

eaatern toot ot the hlll, Ardd liaolle. Tho tro41t10Dal reoord of' tlle• 

4eell1nga bull t tor the amau aoolety ot mcmb la important, boaaue it 

repre■enta the typ1oal ■oh- of' the mcmaatlo eatabllailMllta ot Patrlak 

a. l!d4•, 176. 
. . 

3. Gopp;auclr op. alt., 3'0. 



and h1s oompard.cma. •A oiroular apaoe na markaa oa,, oao hlllll!n4 8111 

tony toet in diamator, and ellOloaed b7 a l'ampart ot eari1a. llUilaiD as. 

'lea■,' GD it vms oalla41 Nl'a ereoted1 d.oubtleaa ot 1'004, a Gnat 

1 
Bouse to be the d.wlllllg .ot the molllm, a kltohe11, an4 a aau orator,.• 

'lbe climoDDiona ot those houaoa aro gtvo11 ill tho Tripartite W:.. 

(Appenclu: II, oh "27 teot in the Oreat Houao, 17 feet in the kltolum, 

7 f'oet in tho oratory; and it waa t.hua that b.a uaocl al\'rflY■ to tounl the 

aonsbpla (the ■sored enoloaures, or alo1atera). • It t.laeae hoaaea •n 
2 

oiroulor, tho num'bera repreaent tho 4i•aten. 

The little oratories or -plaaea ot prayer 81111 worahip aen 

built or unhewn atone, 30norally put togothor without mortar, ot 'alliall 

3 
nwncrou1 apooimena nro at1U to be :round 1n Ireland.. ·'lhey •genel'llll.1 

took tho shape ot tba kee1 ot on upturnecl boat or ot a trunaated. p.vra,-

. - , 
mid or n rouncl beeh1'90. • The pr1Do1pl.e ot aonatl'Uoticm employed. wa 

that ot the beehive tnc, ~ aa gl.gqbap. Imltaad. ot perpen41oalar 

wulla aupporttns a d.aae1 those Ol'atoriaa aere built "1th nll.■ gra4uall.J 

inallnecl tonrcla 1aae oentre bJ mum ot cm>rlGpping oaarae■, 1111til they 
• • 

•t overhead. 1n a oap \'Jhlali formed tbe rod the ot little atruoture. 

The7 aaua1.11 oomiated ot a nave, a. "98tern cloor aJd a 11111&11 aquare-

1 • Bury, 9• .al• 1 156. 

2'! .DK•, 166. 

s. 1acms the Ir:lah oratories of the alcle■t tne miall reuSD 
at tho present day iiltaot .or -partly ruinecl may be 118Dt1cmecl thoae ot 
Oallerua on the Killglo ponimnlla, ot Valena1a1 aDCl th•o ot SbUig 
?Jiaha.el. Ill aom ot the■e buil4111811 the atone 11h1ah tormecl the pr1111t:l.w 
altar :la ■till at the ea.at ellc'I. Oougau4, !B• .dl•, m. 



as 

oDCled olarmoel. 'lhoy had no apao; the clOonro.JII wre seurau, ocmat1'110ffd 

· ot' vory l .arae atonoo wl th a hor11onta1. lintel, aid the .jamba wara one 

:lnaliued uo · that tho bottm ot tho opani11g '11118 "1cler tbon• the top. The 

aha.pol o:r at. Patriok at :Ieysham, Uorooam'be !loy, .a 11ttlca oll\ll'Gh 27 toet 

by a, &Jiveo us an idan or mat the oratory ot tile oarly Iriali monaatery 
l 

must havo been ill tho oonturloa immediately follG\lizls Patriok. : . 

~-:oon tho monostio o~~gation 'bQpn to ozpand GIid to take -cm 

tho oy,poe.ranoo ot a toudal manor. The buildinao \'101'8 aurrounda4 nth. a 

atrona rampart lilm tho torta ot tbe diatriot, anl \'HUI of atone or 

oarth, aooordir,e; to the abuDdanao ot tho mtorial on hanll. Tile ahuroh 

no-.-: 'boCX'Ji18 tho prinolpal 'building "1.thift the enoloaure, uni bea:lde it 

atooa o.notller smnll sf;ruotura vilioh served as A aaor1aty tor bapina_ the 

altar oomoringo ancl ac1ulpment or the churah. Tho abbot•a houao ma a 

abort disto.noo rrom 'tbo church, \'Jhlle the monk& ot the omm1ni1iy liw4 

in aopo.ra.te dmtllillp. Thaae huts wre aamotima built of' atom; had. 

ono ontrallOO, aid no 1'11mw. They measured a.bout U feet in 41ameter BD1 

aavon toot ill hoigbt. ottan thoy \791'8 built of woca. or wiollar-woCJd, miah 
a 

ful"J'liahecl a moro oantortf:',ble cl\'J9ll 111g than atom. 

•The roteotory \'lhero tile monlm aaaamble4 tor meala, anll tlae 

ki~chen whioh atoocl near 1t, \70re also 1nnS4o the enaloaure. Probably 

t.he •1th¥ rmd aarpenter•a :ahop wra thore al.110. Another ftJ7 mportalll 

1.· They mre usually rooted "'1th tlat atcmea. Sbe aiale• ahuraha■ 
of' Yorlmhire~ auah m1 Jldol, aeom to be 1n clireot cle■oent tram th•• aarl.7 
Celtlo t4ana. anieat a. Short, !J. 113,gtor, .Rt nellnaga gghitogtv,P, 120. 

2. Jahn BeQ:ley, 31!2, ~iooeao .!!£ Lilllarlok, ADolen'ti ,2!!! Uedinal.1 60. 


