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wards ‘to kings, vhose sons I hired, who travel with mo, end vho under=
stand nothing but to protoot me and my oompanionS. .. You know how
much I expendcd on tho judges in tho distriocts which I visited most
frequently. For I think I peid them not less than the hire of fifteen
men, that you misht have the benefit of my proscnco ond that I mipht o
woys enjoy you. in the I.orcl."l

And with o short confession in the Triune God, Patrick ocon-
cluded his _m;_qs_g_g_n_a ¢ "But we who believe in and sdore the true sun,
Christ, who will never perish, neither he vho shell do His will, but
even as Christ shall abide for ever, who reims with God the Father

AMnighty, and with the Woly 3pirit, bofore the ages, and now, and
3
forever amd ever. Amon."

1. Ibid., 605-G0G.

2. lm.' Gu.
%. Ibid., 611.




PART I1: THE EANLY IRISH MONASTERY

ClAPT'R I: FOUNDATION OF THE KONASTERY

The proaching of Patrick and his fellow missionaries was
blessod with many Irish converts. And o lergo numbor of these mon and
wonen forsook the superstitious toachings of the Druidsl not only to
ccoept the Christlien faith but also to dovote their lives to tho maine
tononco and the sprocd of Christ's church in Irelend. Fatriok wrote in
his Letter (Appondix I, A, 2) concerning this zemlous group which hed
baon "oruelly cut up and slein® by the soldiers of Corotious; "Ravening
wvolves have soattered the flock of the Lord, which, with tho- groatest
diligenoe, vas inoreesing in Ireland; the‘ gons of the Irish, and the -
daughtors of kings, who are monks ond virgins of Carist, are too many
to enumerate.” o nlso mentioned in his Confession that the "sons of

tha Zcotl end deushters of princes are saen to be monks ond virgina of

2

Christ."
Thore is 1little information concerning the origin of monesti-

cism in Ireland, although this system did play a prominent part in the

1. "The ohief pretenders to the possession of wizardry and
powers of divination in Ireland were the Druids, who oorrespond, but not

in all respects, to-tho Druids of Gaul. They Jjoined to their supernatural

lore dmnocent seoular learning, skill in poetry, and knovledge of the
laws and history of their country. They gawve the kings advice and edu-

oated their children. The high valuo vhich was attached to thoir counsels

rested natruclly on their prophetioc powers. They practiced divination in
various forms, with insoribed rods of yew, for instance, or by means of

maglo wheels." Bury, on. git., 76.
2. 3t. Pltﬂﬂk' oN. m.' 601.
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Christicnising of tho country. Tho monastery was built primarily for the
purpose end the futhorance of missionory endeavors. S0 a number of men
from differont londs ond stations of life would build thoir mission stee-
tion noar tho church of tho community whero they would prepsre them-
selves and othors for the Irish mission field, or would oopy and study
the Soriptures to be used for such precaching, or would go out to contact
thoso heathon in the ncishborhood who ntill olung to the Druidical super-
gtitionz. Suoh men wero to Do inspired by the Paul-like Palrick whose

burking enthusinsm for mission work is @o Soripturally expressed in his

Confesgion:

For I am truly a debtor to Cod, who has given mo so much grace,
that meny people should bo born egoin to God throuzn men and
that for them everywhere vhould be ordained priests for this
poopla, nowly come to the falth, vhioh the Lord took from the
endo of the earth, as He promised formerly by His Frophets:
Our fathors folscly properod idols, gnd thero ig no profit in
Xhem,_to thoo tho Gentiles gome and will say. And agaih, I have
Sot thice o bo tho 1lsht of tho Gontllos, thot thou mayvest be
for solvotion unto the utmost parts of ihe earth. And thus I
welt the promise of Him who never falls, as ilc promises in the
Goapel: They shall come from the east and the west, from the
north ond from the south, end ghall sit down with Abrghem, end
Jd8230, ond Jagob, -50 wo believe that the falthful shall oome
from all parts of the world. Therefore we wought to fish well
and diligently, as the Lord taught and sald: Come ve after me
,and I ylll moko you fishers of men. /nd again: HDohiold, saith
Sho Loxd, I sond monv fishors gnd many hunters, ote. Tjerefore

we should, by all meens, set our nets in such a menner that a
great multitude end a orowd may be czugat therein for God, and
that everywhere thore may be priests vho shell baptize and ox-
hort a people who so need it ond desire it; as the Lord teaches
and afmonishes in the Gospel, saying: Jolnt, Hierofore, teach
e 11 nations, eto.

1. Ibid., 598-599




That mon should lecve their homes and fomilies to beoome monks

and virgins of Christ was not unusuel in that day. Patrick himself hed
studied for his missionery work in monestic foundations in Gaul. Already
in tho begimming of 'th £ifth contury this gystem had been inaugurated
at Maorseillos under tha-:l.nﬂuonoo of John Casnlen, and in the island of
Lorins under that of lonoratus. liissionary monks had gone forth from
Lorina to net up monestic communitios vhere "by the monestic rules they

oomposed for their gov'ement, sprend far and wide through st.mth-eaatorn
1

+ Geul the influence and ideas of Loring." These congrezations in Ireland

2
may not have aocepted the austere rule of St. Martin of Tours , but they

cortainly did not heositate to devote thoir entire efforts to the propa- -
sation of thelr new falth.

For tho poriod botween the death of Patrick and the rise of

1. D.3.C. Entlo.r, "ilonastioclsm," The Combridze lgdievel
Hjstory, I, plamed by J.B. Bury, 534. The most femous of these mones-
teries in Gaul was Cordat in the Jura mountains. Ibid., 534.

2. St. lartin of Touzrs was the founder of Gallic monaocnism,
He hed been born early in the fourth century ond had practioced monas-
tio 1ife before beooming bishop of Tours in A.,D, 372. Hearly ton yeers
oarlier ho had established a monmastery mear Foltiers, and on becoming
bishop of Tours he formed one et the place afterwards ‘called armoutler.
llere he gathored together eighty monks, end lived with them a life of
great solitude ond austerity. They dwelt aingly in caves and huts,
mooting only for the church sorvices and for meals; they fusted and
prayed long, It was a reproduction of the life of Ngyptian monks. Cf.
Butlor, gp.; git., 534. This type of ascetlo lifo was also to be prac—
ticed in Irish monsstaries of later centuries.




.the groat monagtories, the only general acocount that has survived of the
development of Irish foundations is thet contained in the Catalosus
Sonctorum Hibornine (Appendix II, I;C). Acoording to this dooument the
firat poriod of moncstio dovelopmont continusd to the death of the
illgh-King, Tuathal ilicelzard, 1n A.D. 544:

The first order of Catholic Saints was in the timo of Patrick;
and thon thoy were oll biships, distinguished and holy, and
full of tho Holy Chost, 350 in numbor, founders.of caurchog.
Thoy had onc hesd, Christ, and one chief, Patrick. They had
ono mesg, ono liturgy, one tonsurc from ear to ear. They cele-
brated ono Xagter, on the fourteoonth moon after the vornal
equinox, and vhat was exocommunicated by one church all exoom=
munioated.” Thoy:did not rejeot the service and socilety of
women becouse founded on the rock, Christ, they feared not
the blagt of tomptation. Thls order of saints lasted for four
relgns, thoge numely of Loiguire, of 21111l llolt, of Lugaid
son of Lolguiro, ond of Tuathal. /11 thoso bighops wers ,
gprung from tho Romens and Franks oand Britons. and Soots.

Fforelzn influenco in this firat contury and a quarter following Patrick's

arrival vwes especiclly strong emdng the clergy. 3eyond a doubt those monks

from tho Continent end Britoln become. the firaot ovorseers of the many
now Irish foundations end the first instructors of the converts who
wished to join thc great mission movement.

The scoord period is clso dricfly desoribved in the Cgtglooug:

"The second erc was from Golimda, ADs 534 to A.D. 600. In this order
thero were fow bighops and :.my'preubytarn. They hed one hcad, our Lord.
They celebrated differont masses; hed differcnt rules; one Saster; oue

2
tonsure. They refused the services of woren."

1. John Ryan, Irish Monagtiolsm, 97.
2. Doniel DeVinne, History of the Irish Primitive Cherch, 82.




The monasteries of those first two periods cutlined in the
Catalopug ore the objeoct of our study in this thesis. During this time
the monnatic oongrogations developed from simple mission stations to

: cenqbi,t!.g commuplties ond influentisl contras of intéllectucl 1life

1
vhich vere stlll untouched by the ,influcnce of the Roman church.

There woere outstending oouses which help to acoount for the oxtro-

ordinery sprcad of the Ir:lsh monasteries. Frivarily, there was the

durning zesl of the olerﬂy, vio frtm tho outset were ceger to ectablish
mission 1nnt1i:utionq, os cen be seen in the writings of Fatrick. But
there were cloo the politicol and soclsl conditlons ‘of Ireland which
were conducive to the rapld dovolopment emd growth .of mon;:itie life.
there wore no touns in Irolond and honce the monastery became the ocul-
turel and intellectual centre of the community.

Irigh sooiety had been dividod into numerous smell and tribel

states, so that when tho chisftain or king had bosn converted, he would

usually graont the missionory e site not only for & church, but eclso for

a monastic settlement, vhich was to be maintained from the very begiuning

by th§ people of his tribe. Tho incident related in the Life by St. lae-

Doo of Ferms moy be teken as typicai in that day. A chieftain of Leinster,

1. This influehoe would be realizod in the third perilod des=-
oribed in the Catalowus: "The third era was from A.D. 600, and onward.
This order had holy prosbytors; few bishops; lived in desert places, and
on herbs and water. Had difforont rules and masses; different tonsures;
and a different Fasohal fostival." Ibid., 82.
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having boen beptized by St. ilacdoc, made him o gift of land upon which
he could ostablish a religious sottloment, soying: "I offer nysclf to
God end to thee, and with nyself I offor all my rooce; bo thou the mester
of 1311."1 This does not necessarlily mean that the ruler forced his
subjeots to follow the faith of tho mow missionary, but it did imply
thot the Chrigtian clergy hod full pormission to proach the Word in

their midst. This procedure was olso describod in his Confesgion by

2

Petrick, who had evon uged gifts in order to persuade the tribel kings
ond judces to give him normission to nrecoh ond to establish eccleslas-

tioccl foundotions in the ocommunity.
CHAFPTER II: BUILDING OF THE LOHASTERY

';'hcj foundation of the ourly monastio scttloment in Ireland
must have ropecicd the ploture and problems of our orm frontier days.
Tho founder of a monastery first doocided in vhaot part of the country
he should fix the site for his extablishmont. lore casombled cll those
who hed agreced to hecore his missionary companions to oonstruct their
place of hobltation. Mends.beosmo hardnt;d a:‘ld soarred by the tools
with which they levelled and fenoccd in the grant of land. Arms end clo-
thing were torn by the great logs which they ocut down in the surrounding

forests to furnish timber for the. dwellings. Backs were benit under

1. Gougaud, op. git., 65.
2¢ 3t Patr!.ok, on. m.. 606.




huge bundles of wottles and twigs which were to form the wickerwork
walls. "Even the leaders claimed no ommpti;m, but often worked man-
fully with exo and spadc like the reut."lr

In tho earliest rocords the occlesiasticel foundations seem
to have beon resular Christian congregations whioch cealled their own
cleragys« The ebbot of the monastic group guided both secular and spiritual
affairs of the sottloment. Thoy wero 'oxfsrosaly dint:l.nguiahc;d as "free,"
which would imply a rolease from restrictions and oblipations which were
usually imposed by the tribal chioftain, end a state of independénés of

2
tho tribe. In this mammer 91ligo, a lerge distriot,; was offered "to God

and Putr:lck'a; 'ny the tribal king, who .seems to havo acted as a repre-
sontative of the tribo when he "mede it free to God and Patr:lok.'a At
first most of the earlicat monastic congregations seleoocted tholr own
cbbots or bishops after thoir founder had died or had movod to found
somo othor esteblishment on the Irish frontier of Christienity. But
leter when the ruling line of a ‘tribe renli;ed the importance of such
an ecolosiastical institution as the soolal and ocultural centre of ac-
tivity in the neighborhood, they would attempt to seocure some means of

4
oontrol over the monastery through the secleotion of the abbot who would

then aot as a secular authority.

3, Ibid., 176.

4. This action reminds us of the Investiture Controversy in
the eleventh end twelfth conturies when both Fope and German Smperor

strove for oontrol of the bishoprics in the Empire.




In most coses the ecclesiastical establishnonts of Patriok
and his companions hod been founded on grants of land devoted to that
purpose by the tribal kings or leaders from their own private property.
Tho interests, therefore, of tho tribo and of the chicftain's descendents
usually had to bo considered, and the sonsideration of these interests
gove rise to various peculiar systems. In some cagses the tribal lesder
did not surronder all of his rights to the ecolesiastiocal territory, but
transmitted to his descendants a limited oontrol over it. The result
vas two lines of succession, whioh jointly exeroised control ovor the
institution. Thero was the secular line, in vhioh decent was hereditary
and tribal, and the ecolesiasticol 1line, "which was somotimes reruler-

1

ly oonncotod by the blood with the foundor." Armagh and Trim are two
oxamplas of such dua'l nuccession.

In othor cases the conneotion botween the monastory and the
tribe wos ostablished by the rule that the abbacy should be gonditidnplly
tcledteduyod the kings descendants. The monastery of Drumlease in Las-
trim, wvhich hed been founded by Fothfio, furnishes us an exan.lple'of such
en arrangoment. "Fethfio laid down that the imheritance to Drumlease
should not be confined unct.:nditionany to ais own femily. His family
should inherit the succession, if there wore any member plous and good

and consoientious. If not, the abbot should be chosen from the community

1. Inia., 176




1
or monks of Drumlease.”

In atill other ocosea the tribsl leader placed this grant of
lend entirecly in the hands of the ecolosiastical founder. Although the
tribe within whose torritory the monastery hod been built was con-
sultod, it seoms to have been a goneral rule that the privilege of suc-
ceasion belonped to the foundert!s tribe. And them if thore was no
qualified successor to be found in that tribe, tho abbaoy would pass
to tho tribe where the monastery wes Iooated.z

But now to return to the aotusl construction of the monastio
buildings. “horo wood ond stone wore not avalleble, oclay was generally
used, Patrick is said to have built two earthon churches, one a Clebach,
the other noar Killala. Tirechan in his Life (Appendix II, A) wrote
that the lztter was sgquare. A Druidical oraolosoomarning Patriok also
desoribod his churches as "augustae et quadratas.?

The moat oomplote imformation of one of Patrick's monastio
oolonies is to be found ih oommeotion with his foundation of Armagh.

In A.De 444 King Daire had furnished him a small trect of ground at the
eastern foot of the hill, iArdd liache. The traditional record of these ]
dwellings built for the small society of monks is important, bocause it

represents the typioal scheme of the monastic establisiments of Fatrick

1. Ivid., 175.
30 _Ibﬁh. 1?6l
3. Gouraud, Op. olt., 340.




and his oompaniocns. "A oircular space was marked out, hundred and
forty foet in diometor, and enclosed by a rampart of eorth. Within this

'less,' s 1t was oalled, wero erected, doubtless of wood, a Great

1
llouse to be the dwelling .of the monks, a kitchen, and e smell oratory."

Tho dimensions of these housos aro gg:i.von in the Iripartite Life
(Appendix II, G): "27 feot in the Great House, 17 feet in the kitchen,
7 feet in tho oratory; and it was thus that he uscd always to found the
gonebola (the seored enclosures, or cloisters)." If these houses were

2
oirculor, the numbers repraosent the diamoters.

The 1ittie oratories or places of prayor and worship were
built of unhewn stone, gencrally put togother without mortar, of which
numerous spocimens are still to be found in Ireland-s They "generally
took tho shepe of the keel of on upturned hoat or of = trunocated pyra=-
mid or a round bechivo." The prinoiple of construction employed waa
that of the beehive type knomt as olochan. Instecad of perpendicular
walls supporting a dome, those oratories were built with walls gradually

inolined towards the centre by means of overlapping courses, until they
Y 4
met overheed in a cap which formed the roof the of little atructure.

Thoy usually consisted of a nave, o western door and a small square-

1. Blll"y. .mt ﬁl. 156.
2. Ibid., 156.

S. Amonz the Irish oratories of the cdldest type whioch remain
at the present day inteot or partly ruined may be mentioned those of
Gollerus om the Kingle poninsula, of Valenoia, and thoso of Skellig
Michael, In soms of these buildings the stone vhich formed the primitive
altar 1o still at the east end. Gougaud, op. oit., 34l.

“ Ibm. 9 ml
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ended chancel. They had no apso; tho doorways wore generally construoted
of vory large stonos with o horizontel lintel, and the jambs were often
inclined oo that the bottom of the opening was wider than:the top. The
chapol of &t. Patriok at iHeyshem, X“oroocambe Bay,.e 1little church 327 feet
by 8, gives us an iden of whnat the oratory of tho csrly Irish monastery
must have hoen in the occnturies immediately following Pé.tr:l.ok.l

fioon tho monastic congrogation bogon to expand end to toke oa
the appeecrance of a foudal manor. The buildings wore surrounded with a
strong rempart like tho forts of the distrioct, and was of stone or
carth, acoording to the abundance of tho material on hend, The church
now booamoe tho prinoipal building within the enclosure, und beside it
stood anothor smoll structure which served as & secristy for keeping the
pltar comerings and oquipment of the church. The abbot's house wes &
short distonce from tho church, while the monks of the community lived
in soparate dwellings. These huts were somotimes built of stono, hed
one entranco, and no window. 'They measured about 11 feet in diameter and
geven feol in holght. Often thoy waere bhuilt of wo;il. or wicker-wocd, vhich
furnished a more comfortable dwelling than stone.

"The rofectory wherc the monks assembled for meels, end the

kitchen vhich stood noer it, wore olso inside the enclosure. Probably

the smithy and oarpenter?s shop were thore also. Another very important

1. They were usually roofed with flat stonea. The aisless churches

of Yorkshire, such as Adol, scom to be in direot desoent from these early
Celtioc plens. Zrmest H. Short, A History of Relipsious Architogture, 120.

2. John Begley, Tho Dioceso of Limorick, /ncient and ledieval, 60.



