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shrine wi ·i;h ru1ce s ·t;r al t c. blots t;here m.ll be much ceremony as 

thoy [:re r>;:0J)e1~1y insto.llec1 into pl aces on the nalls amongs1; 

tho illu9-1:;rious ances'Gors. The t ablet is first taJaJn from 

r>l.ace to J.)l C!.cc :,'.1<1 helc1 bcfo1·e iiho ouher tablets and npiens" 

(tablets hor i zonto.l in shape• very costly• containing per

h ci.:ps ·the n.uoe of some ve1"'y illustrious o.ncestor \':ith a few 

laudL)3 r:ords.). Af ·lier all these carornonies have been taken 

cnre of ~he ros1>1·esentut ive visitors ,·1111 in their 0\'111 name 

a.ncl in ~Le . m r.ie of hundreds of people back hoLQ8 \'iorship 

various ru1ceB~or t; , b1"'i !1Gine, oi' course, iiheir main prostra

tions bcf 01' 0 G 10 crand 1c>11ce stor. At the same time announce

mcnt;s n ill be made, amo1).g ,.;hich ni th loud voices r;ill be one 

to u.1<10 :ctaJ:e oor 1,0.i.,.1 ruw. jo1· repairs ox impr ove men ts at this 

cell trnl slu.' in.e • J:'e 1·1'111:ps some of tll e maill table ts ,·!ill be 

riv.she d a.nu. rorlilc'i.ed v1ith genui ne Gold leaf. Prase.n·iis will 

be left f or the di stan-li relatives in che.ree of iihe sh:rino 

and t o reimburse cil em bount ifully for liheir hospitality. 

Those re .:dni !J8 at home e.xpect greut blessings to accrue to 

them f r om vhe v 1si ts of i:;i1e ir rep:r·esentatives e:t the shrine 

a11d nhe.:1 ·che y l "'e tur n home t uere uill be a 81'[•.nd 1•eception 

a t ·the homes of ,..;he r.i.e ac1s of the clans and v1l th many pros

trations or k or,tows announcements of what took :place will 

be made t;o such m1centor tablets us still remain. 

Thus fe,.r for -~he sto1·y of tho second soul, the one dwellinB 

1n tho ances·t;or t [.i.blsts. '.rher·e are cons·tc.ntly many prayers 

-:r>olr.en be.fore ·those anc-} stral t tblets rutd people fet'.r to 

invoke their \'ll'ath or displeasure. Thus t he livilt; aro 

inseparubl.y bound up n i t ~1 -~he dead. 
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CHAPmR FOUR 

TBE THIRD SOUL 

~ 
mREE SOULS So~ of course • deny that"' the re are !shree 

souls• some Chinese also perhaps deny this• 1n fact some 

Chinese don't believe there is even one soul. There has been 

qUite a bit of contention amoll8 book writers as to Just vm.a1; 

the Chinese think about this matter. Quite a few writers fee1 

tha t this question shouldn't be discussed because there is 

li·litle or no documen t ary evidence for the belief in three 

souls. They feel in connection Ydth the subject of a soul or 

of souls and also wha t may or may not happen to them, if actually 

there are thought to be any, only that should be discussed which 

can be found wr i ·li ten u:p in detail somewhere in authoritative 

Chinese tll'i ti.ng s, e specially 1n the ancient classics. But 

whether wr itten i n books or not, whether recorded 1n the classics 

or not, .;hare ce I·t ainly are vast sections of China where the 

be lief in three s ouls is rather prevalent,* and it is decidedly 

a rather universal tenet in that section of China where the 

Missouri Synod's mission ·work is bei?lc3 done, Then also, when 

books written by r.:ri .ters living in widely scatt ered parts of 

China keel) referring to the mattet" it does seem as if the idea 

is rather ·wide-spr ead, and is probably believed 1n all parts 

of China, and t hus i t be comes an issua for t he missionary to 

combat. 

~ THIRD SOUL The third soul goes to Hades (or hell or 

GOES TO HAlES IJUTgator;vafter death, Daaih is the teariDB 

asslm.der of body and soul or souls, but Just how this ~alms 

* Addison, ~· ill• IJ• 34 .r.D.l3all, Celestial and His Bel181ci 
llaoLagan, Chinese Religious Ideas, P• 168 
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place seems not t o bother people a great deal, ahey Just 

n a turally t ake i t f o:r eranted, somar1hat as an audience 1ialma 

a gre nt de a l for granted in a drama. When scenes ohaDBe 1n 

a drama, not a ll de t ails be trreen scenes are shown, and usual.11' 

one is expo cted to imagine a g,reat deal that happens or coul.d 

hap:pen between scenes, and if everyone in the audience thinks 

differently 011 t he matter, it does not affect the previous or 

the subse quen t s cene a great deal. Thus also Just what trans

pires a t de a th, accor ding t o the Chinese \'183 of thinking, does 

not affect t he previous existence before death, nor the sub

sequent e xi s tence or scene after death in liades in the least. 

B.ABIE S AlifD CHILDl<EN 

HA VE lifO SO UL 

There seems to be a rather wide

spread idea t hat babies or children, 

eve11 Ul) to t wenty ye a r s of age or before marriage have no soul., 

o. t least no ·i; nu ch of one t o speak of. Boys before marriage 

ari; not coun,Ged if they die and their names are not recorded 

01:1, ancestra1 t ablets, unc1 neither is there tholl8ht to be any 

like tha t desce nding into lfades after death. 

YIOUE:N Liket1ise some have olaimed that only men have a 

soul and ·that rrnmen do not, but there is a great amowit of contra4 

diction on ·i;his qu.eation, for there are many instances of the 

names of women be iug written. on ancestral table ta, e ape oially 

if they llo.ve g iven birth t o sons, and certainly there are 

muny instances of uome n suffering the torments of Hades. In 

lihis conne ction ,·!e bring tha stor y of uu-lien and ho,·1 he 

descended to Hades to save his mother, \'lho was sufferiD& 

torments donn there. Reichelt gives the story as follows: 


