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while tho place of woman may be rather despised at times duing 

her life, sho nevertheless is reverenced if she has brought 

forth sons to worship her husband and herself while living 

and after deuth. Deceased children have no spirit tablets 

or offerings.* Usually unmarried sons or daughters are not 

buried as grow people, 1% is considered that they somehow 

don't count as anything, and one hears the remark that they 

have no soul as yet, though this point is not definitely 

Pronounced upon as they feel they have no "proofs" 

WCRSHIP FOLLIS "Zhe forms of Shinese ancastor worship 

afe simple, for the rites constitute a family meal in vnioh 

the dead share. Food and drink are placed on the table before 

the tablets of the deceased, and at a later hour, or on the 

followin; day, afser the apirita have enjoyed the soul or 

@ssence of tha offerings, all tho members of the family 

(or olan) eat end drink what remains. (a. Ab tho clan 

Sacrifices only men are present.) The presentation of the 

offerings is accompanied by =n invitation to the departed 

to partake ond by the prostrations which, for the Chinese, 

Gonstitute the naturel method of expressing reverence for 

Parents and superiors. Candles and incense are usually burned 

88 symbolical of invitation and to attract the attention 

of the spirits. When the sacrifice is presented on sone 

special occasion, announcenent is made at the sano time 

of whatever event has prompted the ceremony. The nearest 

approach to prayer appears to be made on the nost important 

Occasions when the ancestors are greeted with praise and 

*Addison, op. cit. De 57, Quoting Doolittle, Soothil}, 

aeta i and Johnson, * 
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Fequested to receive tho offerings ond to bestow their blessings” 

TIME FOR ANCESTRA!, WORSHIP © One cannot always detail 

exactly when offerings are to be made to the ancestors, but 

usually there are the momaing and evening sacrifices, vhen 

Candles will be lit » and when porhaps some little portions 

of food may be set, ox ab least a small glass of winee Another 

definite time will be oa the first and the fifteenth day 

of every moon, thot is of tho month according to the luna® 

Calendar, Usually these daily and semi-monthly ceremonies 

do not include 2 meal of any Kind other than already mentioned. 

The head of tho family should attend to these matters, but 

More freauenily this is attended to by his wife or a pious 

daughter-in-luy, ov even by & faishful servant of the fanily. 

Of course, on coréain holidays, such es on ilew Year's day, 

&% the Ch'ing Ming festival (Feast of the Zombs or iemorlal 

Day), avium festivel of Wurvest Home Festiv al, at the Dragon 

Boat festival, sometimes on birthdays, on anniversaries of 

death, sozctines on the fifth, fifteenth, and twenty-fifth 

of & month, and just orior to the closing of the old year.** 

ANVOUNCELEITS TO There are frequent occurrences for 

THE ANCESTORS. inaking announcements to the ancestors. 

Whenever there is some important event taking place or has 

taken placa in tho fumily,amoucements nay be made accompanied 

by offerings and prostrationy ‘The ancestors are thought to 

* Addison, op. cit. De Se 
Sootnili, tires feligions," p. 216 

ex Addison, ODe cit. De 596 
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be interested in the wolfeve of the family and to tuke pleasure’ 

or pain in these announcements. Very formal ammouncements 

are made et the tine of a birth and especially of the birth 

of a male child, vhich would be a "Stambhalter," to continue 

the fonily line. Birthdays are also reported, so also be= 

trothals, marriages, and distinctions acemuing to the family. 

Deaths especially are reported. In the days of the emperors 

many announcements were mode to the ancestors, especially 

When there was a successor to the throne. then the Manchu 

dynasty tas overthrow and the republic established, Sum 

Yat-sun went to the tomb of the first Ming Emporor at Nenking © 
and dramatically announced this fact, which in the estimation 

of many Christians did not reflect a proper Christian 

attitude. In rospect to this Addison says, “Even so modem 

& radical as Sua Yat-sen announced to the first Ming emperor, 

before his tomb ct Nanking, the overthrow of the lianchus 

and the csteblishnent of the Republic <= a dranatic act 

Tevealing not the private convictions of Summ but his cone 

Ception of vhat the people would expect and approves” * 

WORSHIP OF sAiG2STORS One of the highspots in the | 

BY BRIDAL COUrIE life of a Chinese was the day 

of marriage. ilarriage was consummated by bringing tke bride ~ 

to the home of ike groom and the two would be brought together 

before the ancesiral tablet, end among the many kowtows made 

on thet day, the joini kowtowing or worship of the ancestors ; | 

by bride cand sroom together was the principle one and the 

‘ SOn, op. Cit. p. 40, citing W. HN. Bitton, "The Regener= 
ation of Nev China," london, 1914, : aaa 
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fact thet joincd them together as man and wife. In addition 

to the worshipping of the ancestors, the bride would also 

kowtow before the groom, before his mother and father, and 

if living, also fore his grand-parents. Thus aclnowledging 

them as her s:ncestors, sho would now be introduced to one 

after another of the other relatives. * 

When the souls of a number of generations have accunulated 

dn ono or more ancestor tablets, usually from three and not 

more than five senerations, a great pilgrimaga would be planned. 

One or more rapresontatives of the clan would be entrusted 

after much ceremony to carry the ancestral tablets to the near 

or distant ancestral shrine. These shrines are built like 

large temples, ond in the greatest center of tho rear well 

of the main hall is found the great ancester of then all. 

Men who know their family will be able to show their owm direct 

line and be able to trace 1+ all the way back to the remotest 

ancestor. The writer's o1m aged lenguege teacher said he was 

able to trace his sncestors back to about 200 A. De In the 

Clty of Shasi wes the later ancestral shrine of the Cheng 

fanily, and the walls all around were filled with plaques ad 

aneestral. tobaats brought in from time to time by descendants. 

Their more ancient shvine and central shrine was at Peking. 

Usually some descondant lives in the shrine aad acts as keeper 

of the place. eur Simakow, Hupeh, the writer sav a shrine 

that dated back rather far, though the outside of the building 

was not kept up any too welle Whea descendants come to the 

‘ Addison, De Cit. De 40.



shrine with ancestral tablets thero will be much ceremony as 

they are properly installed into pl aces on tho valls anongst 

the illustrious ancestors. ‘The tablet is first taken from 

Place to place ud held before she other tablets and "piens" 

(tablets horizontal in shape, very costly, containing per= 

haps the name of some very illustrious ancestor with a few 

laudisg words.). After all these corononies have been token 

care of the respresentative visitors will in their ow uane 

Gnd in the anme of hundreds of people back home worship 

Various ancestors, bringing, of course, their main prostra- 

tions before the grand ancestor. At the same time announce=- 

Mants will be made, among which with loud voices will be one 

to undertake certain mador repairs or improvenents at this 

Central shvine. Yerheps some of the main tablets will be 

Washed end vogilded with genuine gold leaf. Presents will 

be left fox the distant relatives in cherge of the shrine 

and to reinburse them bowmibifully for their hospitality. 

Those remaining at home axpect great blessings to accrue to 

then from the visits of their representatives at the sirine 

and when they re turn hone there will be a grend reception 

at the homes of the heads of the clans end with many pros= 

trations or kowtows announcements of what took placa wil. 

be made to such ancestor tablets as still remain. 

Thus fer for the story of the second soul, the one dwelling 

in the ancestor tablets. There are constantly many prayers 

spoken before those ano:stral tablets and people fecr to 
j 

invoke their wrath or displeasure. Thus the living are + a 

inseparably bound. up with the dead. | 
| 

|
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CHAPTER FOUR 

THIRD SOUL 

adv ahathuee bebive 

THREE SOULS Somg,of course, deny that there are :#hree = 

souls, some Chinose also perhaps deny this, in fact some 

Chinese don't believe there 1s even one soul. There has been 

quite a bit of contention among book witers as to just vhat 

the Chinese think about this matter. Quite a few witers feel 

that this question shouldn't be discussed because there is 

little or no documentary evidence for the belief in three 

Souls. They foel in connection with the subject of a soul or 

of souls and also what may or may not happen to them, if actually 

there are thought to be any, only that should be discussed which 

can be found written up in detail somewhere in authoritative 

Chinese writings, especially in the anclent classics. But 

Whether written in books or not, whether recorded in the classics 

or not, chere certainly are vast sections of China where the 

belief in three souls is rather prevalent# and it is decidedly 

a rather wiiversal tenet in that section of China where the 

Missouri Synod's mission work is being done. ‘Then also, when 

books written by writers living in widely scattered parts of 

China keep referring to the matte it does seem as if the idea 

is rather wide-spread, and is probably believed in all parts 

of China, and thus it becomes an issue for the missionary to 
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combat. 

THIRD SOUL The third soul goes to Hades (or hell or 

GOES TO HADES opurgatory)after death. Death is the tearing 

assunder of body and soul or sone but just how this takes 

ED 

* aaa a eae Git. De 54 J.D.Ball, Celestial and His Bolted 
oy inese Religious 1cseesee 168 
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Dlace seems not to bother people a great deal, they just 

a
e
 

Naturally take i+ for granted, somewhat as an audience takes 

&@ great deal for granted in a drama. When scenes change in 

& drana, not all details batneen scenes are shovm, and usually 

one 1s expocted to imagine a great deal that happens or could 

happen between scones, and if everyone in the audience thinks 

differently on the matter, 1t does not affect the previous or 

the subsequent scene a great deal. Thus also just what trans- 

Dires at death, according to the Chinese way of thinking, does 

not affect the previous existence before death, nor the sub- 

Beqguent existence or scene after death in Hades in the least. 

BABIES AND CHILDIGN There seems to be a rather wide=- 

HAVE NO SOUL spread idea that babies or children, 

: even up to twenty years of age or before marriage have no soul, 

&& loast not much of one to speak of. Boys before marriage 

; are not counted if they die and their names are not recorded 

on ancestral tablets, ond neither is there thought to be any 

liky that descending into Hades after death. 

—
—
 

WOMEN Likewise some have claimed that only men have a 

! soul and that women do not, but there is a great amount of contra} 

j diction on this question, for there are many instances of the 

Names of women being written.on ancestral tablets, especially 

if they have given birth to sons, and certainly there are 

many instances of women suffering the torments of Hades. In 

this connection we bring the story of Mu-lien and how he 

' descended to Hades to save his mother, who was suffering 

torments dowm there. Reichelt gives the story as follows:  


