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while tho place of womsn may be Tather despised at timos dwing
her 1ife, she noverthelass 1s roverenced i1f she has brough®
forth sons to worship her husband and hersel? whilo living
“nd after deuth. Doceased children have no spirit tablots

or offerings.* Usually unmarried sons or dal_wghiaers are not
buried as grovm paople, it is considered that they somehow
don't couni es anything, and one heors the remark that thay
have no soul as yot, though this point is not definitely
Pronounced upon as they feel they have no "proof:®

WCREHIP FOLIIS "The forms of Chinsse ancestor worship
are simple, for hwo Tites constitute a family meal in vhich
the dead shere. Food and drink ave placed on the table before
the tablets of the decoased, and at a laber hour, or on the
folloving day, afier Ghe spirii;u have enjoyed the soul or
@8sence of iha offerings, all iho members of the family
(or olan) oat and drink vhes Temains. (n. Ab the olan
Sacrifices only men arc preosent.) The presentation of the
offerings is accompenied by =n invitation to the Geparted
%o partake and by the prostrations whlch, for the Chinese,
Gonstitute the naturcl metho@ of expressing Teverence for
Parents aud supariors. C(endles and incense are usually burned
&8 symbolicel of invitation and to attract the atiention
of the spirits. VWhen the sacrifice 1s presented on some
Spaclcl occaslion, announcenent 1s nade at the samo time
of whatever event has prompted the cerenmony. Tha noarest
aprroach to prayer appears to be nade on the most important

occaslons whan the ancestors are greetad with praise and

WIson. op. clt. p. 37, cuoting Doolittle, Soothil],
and !TOhnscn-
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Tequesbed to Toceive tho offerings and to bestow their blessing’®
TIME POR ACESIRAL WORSHIP One ocannot always detall
exactly vhen offerings are to be made to the ancestors, bub
usually there are whe momning and evening sacrifices, vhen
candles will be 1ib , 2nd vhen porhaps some little portlons
of food mny be set, or ab leas’ a smoll glass of vine. Another
definite time will be oa the first and the fifteenth day
of every moon, thot is of Gho monih asccording o the lunak
ealendar, Usually these daily and semi-monthly ceromonles
do no% include o moal of cay kind other than already mentioned.
The head of tho fanlly should attend to these matiers, bub
more fraeguently this is aitended vo by his wife or a pious
daughber-in-luvr, or even by & falihful servent of tho familye
Of course, on ceriain holideys, such as oa ilew Year's day,
&% the Ch'ling Iling festival (Foast of tho Fombs or lemorial
Dey), cutuvmn festivel of H.rvest Home Festiv al, et the Dragon
Boat festival, somobimes on birthdaya, on auniversaries of
death, somctimes oa the £ifih, fifteonth, and twenty-fifth

of & mongh, end just prior to the closing of the old yoar ¥

ANNQURCEIRIITS TO There are frequent occurrences for

THE 4NCRSTORS, making announcements to the ancestorse
Vhenever there is some importent event taking place or has
taken placa in the fenily,annoucements nay be made accompanied
by offerings and prosirations, The sncestors are thought to

* Addisoxn, op. cit. Dp. 38
Soo%uhill, Zhroo iwelizions,” p. 216
** Addison, op. c6li. D 39,
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be interesitod in the wolfeve of the famlly ond to tuke pleasure
Or pain in Ghese announcemeats. Very formal aunouncements
are made et the btime of a birth and espoclally of the birth
of a male child, vhich would bo a "Staumhalter,” to coatinus
the famlly line, Lirihdsys ore also reported, so also bo=
trothels, marrisges, ond distinctions acsmuing to the famllye
Deaths espocially are rovorted. In the days of the empeTors
many announcements were mcde o Ghe ancestors, especlally
When there wos a successor to the throne, Vhea the Manchu
dynesty was overthrovm ond the republic established, Sun
Yat-sun went to the tomb of the £irst ling Emperor at Nanking
and drametically announced this fact, vhich in the estimation
of many Christians did not refloot a proper Christien
attitude. In rospeet to this Addison says, "Even so modern

2 radleal as Sua Yai-son annouunced %o the first iing emperor,
before his jomb &t Henking, tho overthrow of the Lianchus

and the esteblichnent of the Republiec -= a dranatic ach
Tevealing not the nrivate convieslons of Sm bub his cone

coptlon of vhat the people would expect and approve." *

WORSHIP OF AITGESTORS One of the highspots in the
BY IRIDAL COUPIE 11fe of a Chinsse vas the day

of marrisge. ilarriage was consummated by bringing the bride
to the home of ike groom and the two would be brought together
before the ancesirazl tablet, und among the meny kowtows made
on thet dey, the joini kowtowlng or worship of the ancestors
by bride cnd groom togeither was the prineiple one and the

Addison op. ecit. p. 40 clting W. H. Bltton, "The Rﬂgemr-
atlon oF New China," London, 1914, 3
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faet that Joinsd them %ogetheT as man and wife. In addition
to the worshippin; of tho ancestors, the bride would also
kowtow before the groom, before his nother and father, and
1f living, olso W fore his grand-porents. Thus aclnowledging
them as hor rncestora, sho would now be introduced to one

aftor another of the other rTelatives. *

Whon the souls of a nunber cf gemerations have accunulated
in oms or more uncesbor tablats, usuelly from three and nob
more than five genorations, e great pilgrimaga would be planned.
One or mors mapreseatabivas of the clan would be eatrusted
after much ceremony %o carry the ancestral tablets to the naar
or distanit mncestral ahrine., These shrines are bullt like
large tomples, ond in the greatest center of ihe rear wall
of the maln holl is fownd the ‘great encester of then 2ll.

Nen who Imow theilr fanily will be uble to show thelr ovm direct
line and bs able 4o trace it all the way beck to ihe remotest
tncestor. The vwriter's ovn aged lengucge teacher sald he was
able o troee his sneestors back to azbout 200 A. Do In the
ity of Shasi wos the later ancesiral shrine of the Cheng
fenily, and the walls all around were f£illed with plagues amd
ancestral obddts brought in from time o time by descendants,.
Their moras nneient shring and central shrine was at Feking.
Usually some descondant lives in the shrine and acis as kseper
of the place. Ilenr Jinckow, Hupeh, the wrijer saw a shrine
that dated baclk rother far, though the outside of he building

VWias not kept up ony oo well, Vhea descaendanis come '_to iiho

I Hﬂion. E. ui .I Po ‘-‘o.
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shrine with ancestral teblets thero will be much ceremony as
Tthey ore properly installed into pl aces on the valls amongst
tho illustrious anceators. The tablet is £irst taken £rom
Place Go place :nd held before cho other tablats and "plens™
(tablots horizonial in shape, very eoatl-y. containing pere
hv.l;s the nume of some very illustrious ancestor with a few
laudisgz vords.). After all these ceromonies have been faken
care of he rospresentative visitors will in their ovm name
end in she aame of hundreds of people back home worship
various anceuiors, bringing, of course, sheir main prostra-
tlons bLefore the grand wneastor. Ab the sams bime announce=
monGe will be made, among which with loud volces will be one
to wadaertole cortain mejor rTepalrs or Improvementis at this
central shirina. Ferheps some of he main tablets will be
vwashed cad rogilded with genuine gold leaf. Presents will
be left for she distant relatives in cherze of the shring
and o reimburse vhem bownsifully for sheir hospitality.
Those remcining at home &xpect greci blessings to acorue to
then from the visifs of helr representatives ot the shrine
and whea shey ra Gurn home there will bo & gremd reception
et the homes of Gthe leads of the clans end with many pros=
trations or iowiows announcements of what ook place will

be made 0 such cncestor tablets os still remsin,

Thus far for the story of tho second soul, the one dwelling
in $he ancestor tcblets. There are coanstantly many prayers
:poken before those anc:stral tablets and people fecr to
invoke iheir wrath or displecsure. Thus the living are
inseparably bound up witi: the dead.
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CHAPTER FOUR
THIRD SOUL
_Clalowli Zhebhiiser bebiswre

THREE SOULS Some,0f course, deny that, thoTe are :4hree
souls, some Chinese also perhaps deny this, in fact some
Chinese don't beolieve there 1s even one soul. There has been
quite a bit of contentlion among book writers as to Jv.st vhat
the Chinese think about this matter. Quite a few writers feel
that this gquestion shouldn't be discussed because there is
little or no documentary evidence for the belief in three
Ssouls, They feoel in connection with the subject of a soul or
of souls and also what may or may not happen to them, if actually
there are thought to be any, only that should be discussed which
can be found vriiten up in detall somewhere in authoritative
Chinese vritings, especlally in the anclent classics. Bub
whether written in books or not, whether recorded in the classics
or not, chere certainly are vast sectiions of China where the
belief in three souls is rather prevalent ¥ and 1t is decidedly
a rgther wiversal tenet in that sscotlon of China vhere the
Missourl Synod's mission work is being done, Then also, when
books written by rriters living in widaly scatiered parts of
China keep referring to the matte?‘.‘ 1t does seem es if the 1dea
is rather wide-spread, and :I.'a probably believed in all parts
of China, and thus i1t becomes an issus for the misslonary to

combat.

THIRD SOUL The third soul goes to Hades (or hell or
GOES TO HADES purgatory)after death. Death is the tearing
assunder of body end soul or souls, but Just how this takes

» de:l.son, 2‘51; oit. p. 34 JeD.Ball, Celestial and His Ral:l.g:l.q
inese Religious Ideas, 2. 168
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Place seems not to bother people a great deal, shey Just
naturally toke 1t for granted, somovhat as an audience takes

a great deal for granted in a drama. Vhen scenes change in

a drama, not all detalls betwaen. gcenes are ahnn_n, and usually
one 1s expocted to imagine a great deal that happens or could
happen between scones, and if everyome in the audlence thinks
differently on the matter, it does not effect the previous or
the subsequont scene a grect deal. Thus also Just what trans-
Pires at death, according to the Chinese way of thinking, does
not affect the previous existence before death, nor the sube
Bequent existence or scone after death in Hades in the leaste.

BABIES AND CHILDIGH There seems to be a rather wide=
HAVE FO SOUL spread ldea that bables or children,
oven up %o twenty years of age or before marriage have no soul,

4% loast not much of one o speak of., Boys before marriage

ar: not counted 1f they die and their names are not recorded

on ancestral tablets, and noither is there thought to be any
1ilm that desceending into Hades after death.

VIOLEN Likewise some have clalmed that only men have a

soul and that women do not, but there 1s a great amount of coniza-}

diction on this quemtion, for there are many lnstances of the
names of women being written.on ancestral tablats, especlally
i1f they have given birth to sons, and certainly there are
many instances of women suffering the torments of Mades, In
this connection we bring the story of Mu=lien and how he

 descended to Hades to save his mother, vho was suffering

torments dovm there. Reichelt gives the story as follows:



