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CHAPTER FOUR
THE THIRD SOUL
o Do thiiset bebire

THEEE SOULS Some ,0f course, deny thatl\thnre are :&hree
souls, some Chinese also perhaps deny this, in fact some
Chinese don't believe there is even one soul. There has been
quite a bit of contention among book writers as to just what
the Chinese think about this matter, Quite a few writers feel
that this question shouldn't be discussed because there is
little or no documentary evidence for the belief in three
Ssouls, They feel in connection with the subject of a soul or
of souls and also what may or may not happen to them, if actually
there are thought to be any, only that should be discussed which
can be found vwritten up in detall somewhere in authoritative
Chinese writings, especlally in the aneclent classies. Bub
whether written in books or not, whether recorded in the classics
or not, shere certainly are vast sections of China where the
belief in three souls is rather prevalent¥snd it is decidedly
& rather wiversal tenet in that section of China where the
Missouri Synod's mission work is being done., Then also, when
books written by vriters living in widely scatiered parts of
China keep referring to the matte:?(: it does seem as if the 1dea
is rather wide-spread, and :l.ls probably believed in all parts
of China, and thus it becomes an issue for the missionary to

combat,

THE THIRD SOUL The third soul goes to Hades (or hell or
GOES TO HADES purgatory)after death, Death is the tearing
assunder of body and soul or souls, but Jjust how this takes

* Addison, op. cit. p. 34 J.D.Ball, Celestial and His Religid
MacLagen, Chinese Religious Ideas, D. 168
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Place seems not o bother people a great deal, shey Just
naturally toeke it for granted, somevhat as an audlence takes

a great deal for granted in a drama., When scenes change in

a drema, not all detalls betwen. scenes are shown, and usually
one 1s expocted to imagine a great deal that happens or could
happen between scenes, and if everyone in the audience thinks
differently on the matter, it does not affect the previous or
the subsequent scene a great deal, Thus also Just what trans-
Pires at death, according to the Chinese way of thinking, does
not affect the previous existence before death, nor the sub=
sequent existence or scene after death in Hades in the least.

BABIES AND CHILDIGN There seems to be a rather wide=
AVE O SOUL spread idea that babies or children,
even up to twenty years of age or before marriage have no soul,

4t least not much of onec %o speak of. Boys before marriage

arc not counted if they dle and their names are not recorded

on ancestral tablets, and neither is there thought to be any
like that descending into Hades after death.

VWOMEN Likewise some have claimed that only men have a

soul and that women do not, but thers is a great amount of contrat

diction on this quemtion, for there are many instances of the
names of women being written.on ancestral tablets, especially
if they have given birth to sons, and certainly there are
many instances of women suffering the torments of Mades. In
this connection we bring the story of Mu-lien and how he
descended to Hades to save his mother, vho was suffering
torments dovn there. Reichelt gives the story as follows:



