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ANCESTOR VWORSHIP®
@G0D*S LAW WRITTEN "In the beginning God oreated the

_ IN THE HEARTS OF MEN heaven and the earth.” (Gen. 1, 1)
"And God sald, let us moke man in our image, after our likeness,"”

“

. (@ en, 1, 26), that 13, in perfect righteousness and holiness.

When God created man, Ho wrote His holy Iaw in the hearts of
men, as 1s stated in our Synodical Catechism, and the proof
Dassage given in this comnoection is takon from Romans 2, 14. 15,

and says, "For when the Gontiles, vwhich have not the Iaw, do

by nature the things contalned in the Iaw, these, having not the
Law, are a law unto-shemsolves: vhich show the work of the Law
writiten in thoir hearts, thelr consclence also bearing witness,
and their thoushis the mean while acousing or else exousing

one another." Included in this referonce to the Iaw is also
the comnandment of God to "honor thy father and thy mother,”
(Gen. 20, 12; Dout. 5, 16.) The Iaw of God, written in the
hearts of men, was doubtless much more clyar in the early days
of the humen race than now, and vhile there may be X0 parti-
oularly outstanding instances of filial plety recorded in the
first chapters of the Scriptures deplcting vhe history of the
human race up- to the days of Noah, we need not necessarily begin
to assume the contrary. We do know that these early patriarchs
begat sons and daughiers. Their children were doubtless dear to
them and they in twrn wore dear to thelr childron, Thare 18 no
doubt about there being families and even large families for they
obeyed the comnmand to be "fruliful and multiply and replenish
the earth."” Even as Cain's conscience pricked him after he had

slain his brother Abel, so doubtless those were consclence stricken

vho did not obey their parents and honor them.
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In tho days of Noah ve note that Ham committed an offence
ageinst his father., Shem and Japhet "took a garment, and lald
1% upon both their shoulders, and went backward, and covered the
nakedness of their fathor; and their faces were backward, end
they saw not their father's nakedness.,"” (Gen. 9.) Tha offending
son, Ham, Tacelvaed a ourse bacause ho sinned agalnst the.law of
£ilial piety, he had dishonored his fathor instead of honoring
him as the Iaw of God demanded,

THE PATRIARCHS OF From the days of Hoah we may sklp

THE OLD TE STAMENT other Bible history and come to the age
of Abrohem, Isaac, Jacob, end Joseph. At one time we read that
the Lord commended Abraham to offer up his son Isaac, and we note
in this connection the obedience of Isanc. Then we also Tread
of the deep spirif of filial piety that £illed the.heart of
Joseph with lova, honor, and respect forhis ovn dear father.
His was not a spirit of £illal piety offered in order to prevent
Some curse from falling upon him, bkt it was rather a feeling of
deepest heartfelt reverence.

One vwho has studied the sustoms of the Chinese through a
DPeriod of years of residence in iheir own cowmntry sees in the
customs obtaining in the days of Abraham, Isaas, Jacob, Davidy
and others a pattern of the customs that have obtained in China
for milleniums, even down to recent times, 01d Jacob was the
haad of a large family, the head of his olen, and he was a Veri=-
table king in his small domain., His sons and in fact all his
dsscendants 1ived under his roof and Temained subject to his
wishes ank rule as long as he lived. Shortly before he died he
Pronownced blessings upon sons e:nd grandsons and divided the
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famlly inheriltance among them.
THE PATRIARCHAL SYSTSM Wo f£ind a similar soclal struc—
IN CHINA ture obtaining in China until this

Very day, or at loast until very recent times., The writer thinks,
for examplo, of the home of ome of his language teachers, This
language teccher had bocome o Christian and was also ono of our
Christion day-school toachers for some years. Ho often invited
us o his home cnd there we could see ome of these anclent
Patriarchal systems in operation right in our own day and agee.

Our language toachor's father was & very old man, and his name

vies Wiang. Ve sholl call him Grondfather Weng, though in our

ovm home in China we ofton called him "0ld Father Jacob.” 01ld
Graddfather Wang and his sons and grandsons, together with his
Wife and wnmarriled daughters and his duughters-in-law all lived
together wnder one roof. It was somewhat of a Gumble=dovm

shack, but olfl Grondfathor Wong had a place and room for them

all, and his word was law in his own domain. In Tecent years with
& nodern form of governmen’ taking form meny of the old laws and
customs hive bogun o pass from the scene, but until guite reeently‘
in a home such as that of old Grandfather Wang the old patriarch
had the only may, ond he hold power of life and death over his
Wife and his sons and his daughters (if still unmarried and in

the home) and also over his daughters-in=-law and his grandchildren.
Within reason ho could cause the death penelty to be inflicted,

Or could banish his wife or dauzhters-in-law from the home, as

My be noted later in the story of Ming Chih-ch'ien. Should he
@xceed reason in his dealings with his wifo or daughiterseinelaw,

he would possibly have a feud on hands with members of the family
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from vhich they came. If he abused his wife or daughters-in-law
or children or evon a son wnjustly ho in turn would porhaps also
be dealt with by the magistrate of tho comminity, or even in
Some oases by & clique of men gathered against him. Therefore
an old patriarch like Grandfather Viang would be very careful in
e ting ous punishmonts, On the contrary if a man bacame old and
Tuled well in his day, he was often highly respected in his
comnunlty and honored by all who, new him for his wisdom.

Do the Chinese also have tho Iaw of God written or engraved
in their hoarts? Doublléss this 1s true. Somevhere, at some time,
the anciont foundors of the Chinese departed from some family
or clan of @od-foaring parents. Somevhere, at some time, from
Shem, or from Ham, or from Japhet; or from Shem and Ham and
Japhet; fro: eny one of them, or from any two of them, or per=-
haps fron all ihree of hom onmce upon & time sprang the Chinese
Tace. From somovhere they brought traditions, They could not
help but spring from some race or clan that was once loyal to
God 1f ono goes back far enough, Hence, somewheTe, at some
time, the ancestors of the Chinese must have known God and God's
Law very well. Doubtless nany of the cuatoﬁs of the people of
God and many of the customs used in worshipping God in the temple
Or temples of God came dovm through the gonerations of the
Chinese. However, there is so much worn away now tf:'ﬂ;:ll ona
doubts vwhether there is so much as a shred of evidsnce left now=
8=days of a former connection with some of God's children, Of
course, we all Inow that there had long ago been no vestige of
8aving Inowledge left. Perhaps two, or three, or even four
Gonturies have passed since the last vestlge of saving knowledge

sl




have disappeareod entirely from the orizinators of the present

: Chinese race, though doubtless, from time to time there have baen
believers found here or there among them. But Romans 2, 14. 10
Will certainly assure us that men will "show tha work of the Law
Written in their hearts.,” This means that vestige.s of God's Law
will remein in the hoarts of mon for aye. There will always be
a certain natural Xnovledge of God in the hearts of men. Iikewise,
all men will alweys Imow it 1s wromg %o kill, o commit adultery,
to steak, otc. Somo commandments, such as bearing false wiltness,
may tend to wene almost ontirely in some cases. Bub of ell the
conmandments, perhops that ono which is closedst to the first &able
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will leave iis mark the longest. OFf course, theTe may be logical
Teasons for Hthis too, ot least to some extent, because for the
first decads or two aftor a child is born, parvents muy Tetain
mastery ofer it throush shoer mastery of strength of brawm or
nind. Porhaps some children may foel it 1s proper to Tevere

and honor perents in tho sight of all men if they temselves

wish %o be revered and honored some day wheon thoy become old.

All this may bo o perfectly naturel logiccl deduction. Bub on
the other hend we will not deny thot the fourth conmandment

of God is still graven in the hoaris of men.

Hovever, as time wont on and the knowladge of salvation dis=
appeared amons the ancient Chinese, so also the natural inowledge
of God and the law of God wwritten in tho hoarts of men also did
not remain the same. It becams warped and, let us say, mutilated.
They no longered loved and tmusted in God, they no longer followed
: God and his guidance, and follomadfhe guldonce of Satan instead.
Satan could not erase the netural knowledge of God or the Law of
- God written in the hearts of men entirely, but he did cause it to

e e s ST o p——



bocome warpéd and to talm on fantastlc forms. lin wanted to glve
Vent to thoilr feelings concerning tho fourth commandment and

did so, By=and-by the venorating and honoring of purenis vmnt
to the exbtrome of vorshipping them; and eveatually not only

tho living porents were worshippod, the dead aiso werse, and

there you have ancestor worship.

How would -isha.t work out in present=day Chine let us say? Iet
us go to thw home of the old patriarch, to old Grandfather Weng.
A% cextain sot fostivals tho young are called in and each in his
turn will kowbtow in vorship before the old graandfather and aofter
hin the grandmother also if she is still living. This kind of
Ceromony would toks place as o rule on Chinese ifow Ysar's day, on
birthdays, and on vedding dcys. After all, wntil Very Teocently,
tlio ceremony «i o vedding consisted actually in this that the
bride would kolrtow ofore the groom, and the two in turn befoTe
the family sncestor tablet and both would thus worship and
ﬂck_nowlcdge the cncestors in worship at the same time. After all
have worshipped the housegods and the ancastors in the .ancestor
tablet imnedicioly ofter dawa on How Year's day, all in turn fall
Prostrate or Xowsow bafore their living senlors and do obeisance.
to them and worship them, The eldest in the household vould be
the oged old grondfather. Aftor all have vorshipped him, all in
turn begin the worchip of the next 'in rank, ené so on till
@voryone vho is senior %o someone else is worshipped, cnd there is
alvays a chain of nov worshippers growinz up. 4nd it is only a
atwral thought that if worshipped vhile living, that seme cere=
liony should be continued to the ancestor affer he is dead. .In
faot, 1t is claimed that ancestor vorshipy was invented by a young

- = R
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man vho did not respect his perenis properly while they were yet
allve and thel ufbor they were dsad ho sot up imzges of them
and pald post-humous respoch, homage, and vorship to them. Others
aTe said %o huve seon this case cnd folt that was also an opportunlty
for them %o do more for Gheoir parenis and ancestors, and lo, t¢nd :
bohold, the custom ook root. This latter may or may not be true,
but it is quite possiblo .‘ao conceive that the cult could have been
brought into beinz in somo such way or by soms such accident.

If then paronits are so much venerated and worshipped while
85111 living hore on ocarth, one noed nos be surprised 4f respect
and honor for parents =t times hoppens o run in very peculiar
chanuels. ¥rou many passages of Confuci¢us, the sage of old,
bhe Chinese heve learned thot men should lovey, revémnce. and
honor thoixr pz:e.rea'i;a;. In fact, Confucifus 1s gonerally knowm
because of iho mony passeges in vhich he urges f£ilial plety.
4nd f£ilial piety often means things to the &verage Chinese which
Ve vould hardly think of placinz under that heading., DBut since
filial plety as practised in China amon; the unbelievers is not
at all filiel Diety as practised by Christiens, and since f£ilial
Ploty 1s as the root of encestor worship, and ancestor worship
as'the Very heart of 2ll their religious thinking, we shall consider
their ideas of filial Plety also under this hoading,.

"TE IPY-FOUR EXALPIES Iho Chinese have a small booklet

OF FILIAL PIETY,T called "The Twenty=-fouwExamples of
Filial Piety." The purpose of this ldttdw book is to show the
importance of the virtus of f:i.l:l.al plety and the duiles connected
vith 1%, and also to show the rewards that are sure to follow. We

' |
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Will give some free translations of five of these twenty-four
excmples, lotting these el more! oxitlansRas sanples of Chinese
thinking on this subject. These are stories most every Chinese
kmows bettor than our peoplo lmow the stories of "0ld Lother Hubbard}

or "Snow-White," or "Goorge Washingion and the Cherry Tree."

Tha flrst onoe is noi io involve cay vorship, bus it is” to show,
thet no mattor how old = son beoecomes, ha should slways take Ghe »
Place of 2 soa over ageinst his parents.

LAT-TZ2U DIBSSED IN "At ths Uime of tho Chow Dynasty,

VARIGGATED GARIL TS tliere was an enclent named "Iai™ vho
alvays obeyed his perents most dutifully, There was nothing
%00 good for him %o provide for them. Although he himself was
already ‘in the neighborhood of seventy years, he said he was
not old yoi. His habis was to dress himself in neny=colored
enmbroidered garments, cnd then 1like a small child stand play=
fully at she side of his Derenis. Ho vould also carry buckets
full of wator inso ihe house, aad thon make believe he slipmped,
and the water would spill all over the floor, afier which he
vould vail and cry lile a child. All this he did in order to
divert the minds of his parents.n

ko car "In the days of ihe Han Dynasty" (about the

BURIES I-IIS SON time of Christ), "there lived a men whose name
was Ko Ch'@ and vhose family was vory poor. He had a child three
years' of age, One day ho notived that his aged riothor shared the
1itile food she Taceived with his owm little child, her grandchild.

Oh'® said to his wife, 'We are s0 poor we cannot even support our
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mother, Bosides thls, sho aven shares her food with our little one.
Why not bury tho child? Jnother child may be bora to us, bui a
mother onee zone will never return.' His wife did not dare %o
oppose, and so Ch'#l prococded to dig a grave about three cublts
deep, whon suddenly his eyes behelfl at the bottom of the grave

& pot of gold. 4in inscription on the top read, 'Heaven bestows
this gold upon Xo Ch'#, the dutiful son. Tho officers shall not

8eiza 1%, nor shall the poople taks 1t.'"

2y GIII: PUDS ORAHGES Some times most any fotho:é. sin can

Iif HIS BOSOu. readily be forgiven if there 1s evidence
Of £illal piloty. "It was at Ghe time of the Later Han Dynasty
vhen 1itile Lu Chi, oged six, went o Kiuklang to see a friend
of his futhor numed Ylanm. Lir. Yfan sorved the boy some oranges
and 1ijg Elo Chi hid %vo of them in his bosom. When little Chi
Started to loave, ho boved to his host and the two orgnges rolled
out. Ydon said, '"Do you as ny guest dare o steal oranges by
hiding then in your bosom?' Iittle Chi knelt before him and said,
'lly mother lilms oranges Very much and I planned o give them to
oy nmother.' 0la Y‘q_Tau was greatly pleased with this répl.v."

WANG HSIANG LIES Occasionally one hears how children will
DOVE ON TH: ICE 80 G0 great extremes in ordexr to please
their parents, ™ihile Wang Hslang was very yowng his mother died
and his stepmother did not liks him, She liked fresh :Ei!.sh very
much, but in the cold of winter the ponds were frozen over wiih

10 and it was impossible to eatch any., Hsiang took off his

Clothes and went to: sleep on the 1de in order to get soms fish,
Suddenly the ide melted through and opened up and several oarp
SMrans out, He then took these home' to his mother,®

A e
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THE STORY OF CONEUCIQUS? The following story is conaldered

PUPIL,MING CHIH-CH!IEN by the Chinese as the best of all
from this book of "Mwenty-fouwExamples of Filial Plety," and 1s
told to show to what extremes children should give in to their
Parents and also to show how ot times f£ilial plety brings 1ts
owa reviard. "ihen but a few years old lilng Chih-ch'len's mother
dled and his father marricd sgain. Ths step-mother did not liks
Chih-ch'ien bocause he was not hor own flesh and blood. Then she
also bore two sons and the threa boys were Talsed together. One
Jear in the cold of winter the father bought a goodly supply of
cotton, enoush to make a nice thick quilted germent for each of
the three sons and handed it over to the mothor %o malw up for them,
While the fother was awey fron home for & faw days, the mother
nede tho garments, but sho stuffed all of the cobton into the
garments of hor owm two sons and the germent of the eldest, Chihe
ch'ien, was £1lled with the furry products of the mersh plant
1like our catnine tails. This makes a thickly padded garment,

but does not zlve warmth.

"After some days the father returned o his home and noticed
that all his sons had on new garments » Including his firstborn
Chihech'ien., The Pfathor asked him %o bring him a ocup of tea.

The nother made the tea very hot, end when Chih-ch'ien brought it
in the palm of his hond he soon found it to be hotter chan he could
bear, and dropped the cup and the tea. The oup broke, end this
angered the father so much that he grasped a rod and struck the

Son across the back wiih the result that the outside garment ums

ripped open end Lhe catnine fur flew oube

"The father called the mother to give account of this decaptlon
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Of malking the garment of catnine fur instead of the genuine ocotton.
Had he not sent enough cotton for three garments? and had he not
8sked that all threo should be made alike? ‘The father then became
Vory engry with the mother and. st-arted. quite a scene, ordering the
8%ep-mother to leave forthwith (see page three), for he would have
her on the place no lanzer.

"Then Chih-ch'ien lnelt before the father snd pleaded with him
10t to drive the mother away. He said, 'Just mow, 'tis true, my
mother treats me very ill. If I alone must eat this bicterness,

I shall not nind, for if you drive this mother from the house and
Subsequently marry amother, then there will be three of us
brothers to suffer equally.' This line of argument appealed to
the father, and ho listened to boy's entreaties and permitted

the step-mothor to stay. However, from that tlme forth The ’aep'-
mother also ldved Chih-ch'ien sincersly, for she had seen his
Vonderful demonstration of devotion end his willingness to suffer
even more %o keep his half-brothers from suffering."s Ever since
that day people in China have Tegarded the attitude of Chih-ch'len
as the apex of filial piety, and even Confuoius praised him highly.

There are also many other stories tgld. to show the virtues of
£111al platy and vhich ave mot written in the litile booklet of
"Iwenty-four Examples of Filial Plety." There are two interesting
storles told near Shasi, Hupeh, China, stories that have probably
naver appeared in print in English, each of which gives its own
Peoullar slant on filial plety.

* The first four storiles from the Mwenty-four Bxamples of
Filial Piety" follow Wieger, "Moral Tenets and Customs in China®

%0 some extent, but the last 1s en original translation.
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"WU-YUAR CH'IAQW Kingchow is en ancient walled olty

KO AFFII%%TY BRIDGE about five English miles from Shasi, the
61ty in which the writer lived for meny years. On the way to the
Walled city of Kingchow there 1s a small tridge over which one
may travel, and the nome of this bridge is "Wu-ylan" Bridge, which
could mean No-Affinity bridge or Iack-of-Affinity Bridge., Thare
18 a story told in connection with the bridge, vwhich story rums
as follows, An elf in human form sét dowm on the bridge ome day
and he offored fine lupious peaches for sale to Dassers=by. Vhen
he asked them for vhom thoy wanted the peaches, some replied by
Saying that they wanted them for thei¥ wives at home, others saild
they wanted them for their children, and ##ill otheTs wanted them
for other friends they loved. But vhen not one of them mentioged
that they wanteod these peaches for their perents, he arose from
his place and threw all of the peaches into the stream below and
disappecred. The @lf thought, if the parents are not the first
o be Temembered with good things, then the dsscendants themselves
are also not worthy,.

"m-nsg CHIAO™ There 1s another story told in

COMFORT THE HEART BRIDGE the vieinity of Shasi, which also
concerns a bridge and which also has a point for our topic of
filial piety. This bridge is also to be found between Shasli and
Kingchow and every time ons malms a trip between these two cltles
one may see this bridge across the canal. .!l.'he road does not
oeross it, but if one made the trip between the two cltles om a
canal boat as we have done any number of times, one would pass
under this bridge as well am under the other bridge mentloned
a8bove. This story, too, 1s not included in the booklet of
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"Iwenty~four Stories on Filial Piety.," Near An-Hsin Bridge once
lived a man with his wife and yowmz son. Their house was situated
On one side of tho narrow canal and on the other side stood a
Semple in which dwelt some monks, One day the father dled leaving
- the mother alone with her son, As time went on the mother became
Very intimately acquainted with one of the monks from the temple
on the other side of the canal, Tho priest often called upon &he
MotheT and acted in a manner quite wbecoming the sacred person
of a temple monk, and which actions also dishonored the mother.
Each time he came for a visit, whether in summer or in winter, he
Would have to wade through fairiy deep water across the canal to
8t to the home of the mother. And each time the mother would
have to go to.a great deal of troubls to bathe the monk's feet
and to make him dry and warm sgain., Therefore, in order to les=-
Sen his nother's labors and out of respect to her, the dutiful
Son buillt a bridge across the canal, That was the "fu-Ydan Ch'lao.”
After that the priest could come over with dry feet and the mothex
would not need to work so hard to prevent the priest from becoming
111, Of course, i1t is understood, the son did not build the
bridge because he loved the priest or because it happened to
benefit him, but out of respect for his mother and in order %o
lessen her labors. In this way he did what he could for the
comfort of his mother while she lived, so as to make her days
happy while on earth.

After some time the mother also died, whereupon the son forth=
Wwith put the monk to death. He was dutiful to his mother while
she lived, but now that she was dead, he folt duty bound to
avenge the honor of his father which the monk had besmirched.
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Many of these stories are in themselves good and proper as
rq:.- as establishing vhat the anclents thought of £ilial plety
wélg concerned. Of course, ve readily recognize that the ldeas
of the enclents, vhich ideas have been Urought dowa to the ITesent
day through these stories, are rather different from our owm,
Or let us say, our Biblical and Christien ideals and ideas of
vhat does actually constitute £ilial pletys On the other hand
Ve See in these stories how many other sins may be excused or even
Condoned so long as the idea of f£illal plety is carried through.
We see that Ko Ch'@Swillingness to kill his owm son 18 exocused
because ho desired to support his mother, Iu Chi's theft 1s
@xcused because he wanted to please his mother. In the last
8%ory, a son out of respect for his mother overlooks her adultery,
énd later when he killed the monk to avenge his father, ve f£ind
Shat this nurder is condoned.

Filial plety was greatly stressed by Confuolus and the ancient
%eachers, and tho olassics are filled w:l.tix passages urging the
duties of the children over egainst thelr parents. On the basis
of the writings of Confucius and others on the question of filial
Plety, and respect and honor for the ancestors, has grown the
vhole system of ancestor worship, which is, after all, more than
Buddhism and Taoism, the warp and woof of Chinese religious
thought and practice. "To it cling the mgat Teverent thoughta_,
the decpest experiences of the Chinese religlous mind." ® "This
most anclent form of worship, ancestor worship, has not been givan
W by the Chinese nation; end the original worship of ancestors,

* T. W. Douglas James, in Chinese Recorder, November, 1925.
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1ikn the older formation of rocks on the earth's swrface, is strong
88 the everlasting hills, and, though overlaid by other cults,
88 the primary rocks are by other sirata, is s#ill at the founda=
tlon; nearly all tho othor methods of worship being later additions
and aceretions. The worshipping of sncestors thus underlies most
of thoir religion, end many of their everyday acis and deeds.
'Social customs, judiclal decisions, appointments to the office
of prime minister, and even the succession to the throne are
influenced by it.' A magistrate, for instence, will pass a much
lighter sentence on & criuinal if he is the eldest or only som,
in the case one or both of his parents have Tecently died, than
he otherwise would, for fear of preventing him from sacrificing
%0 the dead. An omperor on accession to the throne most be
Jounger then his prodecessor, in ordsr to worship him." *

Thus ve see shot from the idea of filial piety has grown Ghe
Vhole system of ancestor worship, and we shall now enter upon the
subject Proper, showing whot the common people think of it, and
showing especially the popular way in vhich it is practised.

In a general way most Chinese believe thet every person has three
Souls, and we shall enter in upon this question now, and devotie
our next three chapters to a discussion of these supposedly three

souls,

* J Dyor Ball, Things Chinese, Shanghai, 1925, P. 29.
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CHAPTER II.
THE FIRST SOUL
EELIEF IN It is commonly belleved that every rperson has

THREE SOULS  throe souls, and that these three souls are always
there to protect the body from possible horm, For instence, if
a% any timo one should go for a walk, one soul goes before, &
S88cond one is inside the body, and e third one follows behind.

The soul witliln the body does all i can to protect the body, and

" She ono in front shlelds it from eny horm that may come £rom the
front, and the one to the rear will shield the body f£rom any
harn that may come from ihe Tear.

DISPOSITION OF THE Vhen a person dies, of course,
THREE SOULS AT IEATH there are three souls fio be accounted
for. This mattor is handlod as indicated in the following.
One soul remains in the body and is buried with it; another
Boul flutters abou: the room when released from the body by
doath and through Intriguing devices and trickery is finally
captured and for a while is Teposed in the soul tablet, after
Which i1t 1s transforred to the ancestral tablet and placed on
the same table or sholf with the fanily gods vhere i1t 1s
worshipped; whilst the third soul must go ‘to Hades and be
Irayed through the many divisions or courts eventually to
5
be reloased and reincornated. In this comneotion Day days,
The soul becomes three; one stays with the body in
_~Ghe grave; one goes wandaring through the spirit world;
and one goes through its transmigrations in re-incarna-
tlons afier judgment in the underworld, At last, Af its
s8tock of merit e comes sufficlent, 1t may hope to enter
hoaven and be at rosh,.* :

< *Clarence Burton Day, Chinese Peasant Cults, P. 118.
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Addison wrote n small booklet on "Ancestor Yiorship," and he

8ays about tho same,

A common belief in China to-day is that each man
has three souls. At deoath ons Temains with tho body
in the grave; one takes up its residence in the tablet;
and one goes %o the other world, usually to some purga=
tory. (J. D. Ball, "The Celestial and His Religions,"
Honglonl, 1906, p. 80.) This doctrine is ofien stated -
by Western authors as the cause of tho rites vhich take
Place at the grave, the rifes vhich take place before
the tablot, ond tho Buddhist "masses” sald for the
departed. Historieally, however, ths dootrine arose %o
account for the faet that all these ceremonies were
equally customary and yet logically contradictory. The
distinction between a yang soul, vhich ascends on high,
and & yin soul, vhich desconds to the earth, has been
faniliar in China since classical times; the necessity
for positing a third soul is the direot outoome of
Buddhist beliefs and practices; and the effort to com=
grm.i;j;hg ihree in a psychologlcal dootrine is of Taoist

5S4l e

And MacLagan says,
The conception of each individusl having three souls
has been praessed into service to this axtent, that they
oo bo allotted one to the tablet, onme o the grave,
one %o tho other world, **
Thus ancest or worship provides opportunity for worship of
these souls, aithor at the cone tary, or before the ancestral

w

tablet, or otherwise,

THE SOUL IN THE Vlhen death ocours, the exact day
BODY THAT IS BURIED and hour are carefully recorded and
fortune tellers, or neocromancers, or geomencers are consulted
With a view of detormining when a propitious. day will come for

that partioular person to be burled, which will, of course,
depend upon nany, meny clrcumstances. Sometimes the day of
burdal will follow almost immediately, especially if a very
Iropltious day follows soon. Bub sometimes they must wait for

-~ ¥ Jaligs THayor Addison, Chinese-Ancestor Worship, p. 34f£
** P, J. MacLagan, M%Eiﬁﬁﬂﬁ&
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weeks, or mon tha, or aven years. Once in the writer's con=
8regation, heathen r;alatives would not release thelr oged
€reat-grandmother vho was a Christisn to be burled until
about %wo moniths afier she diad, In another case we Teocall
the caso of a heathen woman, perhaps in her fifties, who vas
not buried for about two yoors., The coffin stood in the midst
of tho guest room, and slmost daily for some months we passed
wlthin touching distenco of it as we walked through that room
%0 get o our omm chapel which was thea located in a section
of that same houso beyond that in vhich this woman's coffin
8tood. From timo to time Buddhist priests, or Taolst prlests,
Oor each in turn, are emploged to chant their suiras and wail
their lays, all of vhich will cost the family mo little. One
Soul, as you have beecn told, is in Hades, or a kind of purga-
Yory, and much proying neods %o be done %o prey it out again.
They are tere for eternity, as they say, but through some
machinations of these bonzas and Driests they claim o manage
%0 pray them out of ono sectlon into the next onme and finally
entirely out. However, it appears as though they never manage
Y0 make much progress in this directlon in the lifetime of the
Ohildren still living, but atop,--we shall speak more of that
in a later paragruph, we merely mentiomed it heTe to show fhab
much ado must be made before the body is buried, and also
While the interest of the children is still high, for a very
8reat portion of the support of the Buddhist monks and the
Ino:l_.st Iriests depends upon the coniributions they obtain

from these sessions of praying souls ous of the Buddhist Eades.
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Eventually the day for burial comos. For several days there
has been nuch oxcitement. For several days restauratours have
been very busy, serving fine meals to the meny visitors, and
the visitors bow before tho chief mourning son or grandson who 2
Tepresents the eniilre boreaved famlly in recelving thase °°‘“-'1’°9"°F1
The visitor will also approach the coffin and upon & kneeling
Pad placed thore for that purpose he will kowtow bofore the
Gorpse which in plain words is extending worship to i% or to
the soul within i%, or to both**, though doubtless the one so
doing doos not meke much of a distinction between body and soul
at the time, The vhole porfornence is done bocause 1t was
ever done ithus, becnuse it is the custom %o sacrifioe; as
Addison seySt’ It is tradition, it is custom, and custom in
China is usually nuch nore poverful then law, mores we call
them, After the lowbow the chiaf mourning son will acknow-
lodge this Tespect through a bow, :

VISITORS COLE Meanvhile something else has happened.
. ARD The visiting friend is accompanied by a
FRESENT? GIFTS ~  sgerv ant. Upon entering the house the

master is recognized; and the business nangger of the funmeral,
or the secretary or book=kgeper in charge, as ve may also say,
shouts in a stentorian volce, "a guest has arrived,® or he may
even say, Mir. So-ond-so has arrived to pay respacis.” He then
enters the visitor's namg upon the peges of the éuast book
Provided for thot purpose, and meanwhile the accompanying

*J, D,UI‘ Ball 28 Chinese, D« 406,
** Clarence Burtom Day, Chlmsse Peassnt Cults, D. 173:
¥*% James Thayer Addison, Uhinese Jncestor Worship, D. 47
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servant lays down tho gift that was lrousht along, emd for the
8orvani's ovm use the secretary will hand him at least ten

DeT cent of the value of the goods in cash as a present for
%arrying the things for the master. The present may be ever
80 small or light, the master could porhaps carry it easlly,
but a servant will always be taken along, for 1t 1s Iresumed by
Woat everyone that it is felt this ten per cent may as wll g0
%0 the servant as not, for tho master could not colleet it, 1%
would reproseni o loss of face. Sometimes the gift may not be
8 larze one, perhaps only one or two bunche$ of £ire-crackers.
Or there may be as meny as ten to twonty bunches, each bunch
Sontaining from ono thousand up, but usually one thousand,

five thousand, or ton thousand. _The moTe of these that can

be accunulated tne betier, for at the time of the funeral
Procession nany, nany of these will be needed, They will

be fired as thoy proceed f£rom the house, and all along the Way,
and about tho burial spot o drive evil spirits away. At this
Place, while speaking of fire-crackers, we may speak a word
1'98*’-'1“11!'6 their use by others while the fwneral cortage is
Passing. If the firc-crackers are f£ired by store=keepers along
tho way, or friends living along the way, and these arve fired
bofore the fwierel procession arrives at that point, or io be
clearer still, if they aro fided before ihe coffin arrives, then
it 1s considered o respect, or en honor, and the interpretation
1s that thoy ere“wolcomingz tho prooesaion: or rather the body
of their friond passing that vay. This is done with the kindess-
of intentions and hes nothing to do with driving awvay devils,

It represonts as much of a courtesy as if we were to send a
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Bpr;s.y of flowers or stend with hae.ﬁ bared as the coffin of a
friend would pass bye All Chiuese, Christions or'heathqn. I
have interviewed on this matter spoke tho same languege. But 1f
the coffin is ealready pest the house and fire=-crackers are
fired from tho rear, ofter the procession has passed, that is
intended to.drive wway some evil spirits that may be lurking
about &s the result of tho funeral passing that way. This
would be an insult to a respectable person, and all friends

are vary careful to have thes fire-crackers exploded early enough
80 that all are exploded before the slow-moving coffin passes
thet point. In case not enough fire=craclers are presented %0
the friends of the deceased the family must purchase a sufficient
Supply, bué if the family is one of much face in the community,
there will e mony, many tines more than can be used, although
one would be surprised at the large number of fire-orackers that
can be exploded in one large funeral. At Christian funerals

1o fire-craclsrs ove used, unless friends along the wey fire
then o "mlcome the decoased." If too nany fire-ora;olmrs are
Prosentod, the"business menager” will sell those theb are nob
used, and thus convert some of the surplus supply into cash

with which %o help defray other funeral expenses,

SCROLLS Perhaps no fire=-cracksrs were brought, bui a
Palr of scrolls instead. The cheapest ones would still ;zoét
Several dollers, and these are writton on strong paper. Batber
ones will have silk floss edges, and still batier ones wlll be
written on good vhite oloth, These are always appreciated by
the womon in the family, as the white cloth can be washed out
and used for making clothing. The best of all are writien on
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finest silk, tho cost of which may run into onormous figures.
The more money o friend spends on presents or scrolls, the more
face he gives tho deceased, and incidentally to the mourning
family,

On the sorolls is written a couplet, that is, one line of
Deaningful words, usuolly rather complimentary to the deceased,
1s written on tho ono soroll, and another line, with an equal
nunber of characters, and porfectly arranged according to the
Thyning and tone scheme of the Chinese langusge, on the sacond
SBoroll. The words are usually written for the person by some
fonous writor in the conmunity for which the writer in furn
exncts an eppropriateo fee. Tho seal of the giver of the
8crolls i1s affixed bonoath his name, and if $he writer of
the serolls was renownod, his neams and soal will elso appear,
80 that the mourning family can see plainly that the donor
vent to much trouble and expense in honor of the deceased.
Uany of these scrolls speak complimentarily of the deceased,
others will place him or her in heaven, and if somevhat older,
they may be spoken of os gods, or other-worldly, or as being
@8peclially in the condition now as worthy of worship like a
80d., If tha scroll is made of silk or is very elaborate or
has vory high-sounding words on 1%, or comes from.a Derson of
much face or of high sfanding in the comuwalty it will be hung
in the rear on the conter wall flanking both sides of the
shelf on vhich stand the £a mily gods and the mmcestral tablets.
Iess importont ones will hang side by side on the side walls,
but all in the Toom in vhick the coffin stands. These will
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Usually be hung vhila the guest is stlll present, porhaps while
he is kowtowing in vorship bofore ithe coffin. The family likes
o have this done of onco while the person is stlll present %o
Prove to him that his gift is highly eppreciated, but they
apprecicte most Righly the faot that their guest is kowbowing
bafore the morial remains and vorshipping the seme ancestor
they now also huve bsgun o worship. The servant may long

880 hove returned home, bus the guest may stay a while and
Darsake of o dellicilous repast served by the busy cook espaclally
hired from some woll-lnowm restaurant in the conmunity, and

by the especially employed table-waiters.

In nany instonces cash gifts togethor with cash reclized from
the resalo of salable presents will emownt %o more than the ex=
Penses conn. cted with the buying of the coffin and all the
Swndry funeral expenses combined, so thet often a substantial
Profit remains. This is espacially tTue of people of prominence,
of people with presiige, with facey whilst poor people often
ore faced elther with going deeply into debt %o keop up with
Prevailing fumersl custons, or to lose 'mu.oh face through hﬂ-ﬂ!;G
to bury thoir loved oms iz & cheap plonke-board coffin painted
bln.p].':.

THE FUNERAL EXPSNSE The funeral will be as elaborate as
the family can afford, and poor psople, as said, often prepere
funerals for more sleborete then Ghey can afford and plunge
thomsolves into life-time debts. The feast alluded to before
18 one of the groatest expenses. Tho splurge may be for the
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sake of faeo for the imiediate fanily, for it may "look bad™

not to go to great oxpense and preparation, and the Chinese thinks
in highest terms of his face. Of course, the Teason given for
all the splurgo is lecause of venaration for the deceased,

based upon tho synten of ancestor worshipe

HUSIC AMD VREPING Thera will be music by fife players,
vi8rd funoroal music, music that makes you feel creepy, music to
neke & proper setiing for the ancestor: just deceased, musie for
tho gods, for the gonii of tho house, the f£ield, thé air, the
Wnlnova. Thore will bo weeping of the female follk of the
house} cnd there nay even be paid wailors: That this weeping
and walling may not always be hecrifelt is showm by the fact
thet they plunge into their weeping or wailing at will, keep
1% up for o helf-hour or hours, and stop as suddenly cnd begin
& conversation, not o tear in the oye. In their wailing they
call wpon the spirit of the deceased to hear them, they talk
%0 hinm cnd ask hin repeatedly why he left them, and thay also
Plead with hin not to think hard of them for this or that
mlsdeed or act of disobedionce of which their consclence reminds
thom et this time, for they now regard the departed one 1o some
extent as a god to whonm one mey speak and who may be able to
bless or curse those who remain behind, ®#Before the coffin
leaves the house the mourners end friends will in twm kowtow
in worship before it, for it is now an ancestor to be worshipped
in this vay.

o* Mhoﬁ ci‘b.a Q- 99 O

R. amders, The Chinese as They Are, p. 110
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GARRYING OQUT Funoral cerriers or bearers are hired to
THE COFFIN carry the coffin from the house to tho grave.
A% first they corry it out of the house and set 1t in the street,
thore o :\:djuais thelr carrylng poles and ropes. As soon as
they have sei tho coffin dowm, somoone from the household
qQuickly takes o short broom and o dusipan and will sweep up
the trash and dust lying abous where the coffin had stood.
Actually tho £loor 1s rabher olean, and the sweepinz 1s a mere
80ing through notlons or actions. They sweep diligently, as
Shough quite a bit wore swepb up, aad they sweep in the direction
of the door, and with a sudden motion, the sweeper does as
thowgh sweoplng the dusbtpan clean, sweeping all away £rom the door
and Inco the streot. Actuelly, the meaning is shat should thore
Yo any vosiige of evil spirit left from the decoased, it would
herewiih forever Lo awapt oui of the house, inio the sireet,

and into oblivion.

Baefore the door the carriers adjust their ropes and poles.
IL a very small child, o f£riend of the family may place the
Small coffin on his choulders, whilst anoiher carried a shovel
tnd a hoe, For children there may be two carriers. For very
Poor adulis, four; usunlly for pcor there are four or elight;
for the niddle cless there may be ailght or -s.‘l.xtaen: and for
Very rich people, perheps thirty-two. For officlals or-very
wealthy paople, porhaps as many es sixbty-four bearers have baen
Used.s This does not man that thore was so much more weight,
ﬂxoéptinc when many carriors are used that the eentral pole
Would bo a shafh almost as large as a telegraph pole though nob
80 long., Tho addiilonal men were used to honor the dsceased.
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On the other hend, their more elaborato coffins are definitely
701'& large, and ofton there is a base of £rom six to eight

inches of lime in the botiom of tho coffin to presorve the

Yody as loa; os possible within the sealed case, 50 that the
descendants may lkoep the body till the auspicious day if possible,
that is, the auspicious day for burial picked by the foritune

%eller or the one vio sets those dates.

SPIRIT iOHEY In order that Gho loved ono may have a
Peaceful Journoy along tho Toad Go the ecemetery, a youthful
atiendent, as o Iind of foro-runner, is sent just ahead of the
funoral vo seatier spscial paper money. In most cases this
1s simply soft yollow Daper, having holes punched inio it with
on Instrument thot looks some thing like a multi-pronged lce=
Dlok. Someiimes ihis is made of silver or gold=colored paper
%o imlfate tho coin, or i nay look somewhet 1ilks real paper
noney, cnd they eall i spirit momey, or other-world money,
and many English-speaking poople call it Joss-money, or Joss=
DPaper. * This money is used to"buy the road" so that the '
baloved ancestor may have no regrets because he passed over
& Toadirlthout paying for 1% |

If the way is long, or if the carriers may have a long
muddy stretch of Toad ahsad of them in the comtry, and
DaThsps also through pouring rein, a halt may be called just
before lsavinz the city before some tea house. The coffin
is deposited in the mlddle of the street, and everyone stands
around wntil the carrieors havo had tea and a few cakes. They

—

M. OD- °1t0| 405.
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- They "rest" somotimes as much as a hulf<hour, and no one Urges

*

SR

then on lest they bocomo offended and porhaps spoak oub some
Curse-word in the hearing of tho boloved deceased or perhaps
heap some curse upon tho departed, which the departed, it is
baliavoc‘l, would refleoct upon the famlly at an early date, and
their worship of hin vould not ‘be acknowiledgod or hoard.

THE GRAVE ilos only is en ausplcious day chosey for the
obsequios, but he Wyln-yemg hslonesheng,” the ddviner of
?aom:\ney on the basls of malo cnd fomale princiﬂea. has cgain
been consulied to dotermine the exact posltion of the grave,
for the Chinosc have o saying, "he most imporient thing in
1ife 15 {o got buried well," * Iuproper position of the body
Dey seriously inconvenionca or cranp the dooceased in some waye.
Rice .mﬁ. tee loaves spelling oub ceriecin good 1:;:1':13 e cura-
Tully placed in e bobiom of the greve so thab the sncestors
mey hive food und drink on the way. :

WORSHIP As soon as the body is properly placed in
AT T GRAVE the grave, sometimes during the time of

Govering the coffin, or immediately thoreafter, tho chief
mourning son kouitows before the ancesbor in tha grave doing
£ilial ebeisunce: Thereafier he will turn to all the others
Who have helpasd with Ghe funeral, especially %o such as hay
have offiolated, and to the geomencer, angfrecuently also o
&1l the coffin 'bo;l.rers or at least to their chief, and last of
all to all friends or guesta who oume along to the grave. After

Chingse, p. 407
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him friends of tho family will also kowtow before the grave

and worship tho departed. The mourners will return again thab

day or the next to continue thoir kowbowing, and not until the
third day do tho female members of the famlly go to the grave.
However, vhen they do go, there will be much wailing, and much
kowtowing, as thoy seem to teke the worship of ancestiors much
more serlously than do the males. Thoreaffer the descendants
Come to the grave as a rule on stated holidays to worship
theTe, chlef of vhich is the"Ch'ing liing Chigh,%r, the "Feast
of the TombsY or also callad "Spring Festival.”

CH'ING MING CHIZH This festival corresponds to some
OR extent with our om HMemorial Day or
FLAST OF TH: TOMBS Decoration Day, but the pagan Chinese
use it, not only as an opportunity to decorate and sweep the
géraves, bui mainly as a speclal day on vhich to worship the
ancestors. It falls on the first day or the third moon (month),

Or about April 5th on our calendar.

Perhaps several days previous to the festiwal one of the
Dembers of the family went out to the graves, taking ‘someone
along to out the grass and otherwise to trim the grave %o
Some extent. Then on the festival day all the members of

- the family go out, but at difforent times of the day so that the -

house may' not be left unguarded. But the ideal way is for

@Very member of the family to go out at the same time « Vianda‘p
of fine food, flasks of fine wines are lavishly and decoratdvely
set -'be.f.ore the tomb of the ancestor and he 1s vociferously
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invited to partlcipate of the fare, whilst all members of the
family at some time or another during the day kowtow before
the graves of tho ancestors one or more times., This is a day
kept very faithfully by all. After the food is set before the
ancestor and the vorshipping finished, members of the famlly
enjoy a stroll or = picnic and such foods as the ancesfor did
not eat will then beserved before members of the family still
living. Of course, as they say, the ancestor truly ook his
Shere in spiritual food, and others say he got his share from
the aroma, and now the family 1s satisfied to eat the husks,
the form, the outward aplearancs , and they all feel happy,
indeed, that tho worthy ancestor doigned to leave at least

that part of the foast for them to enjoy. .

Iater perhaps some f£inal Bowtows before the beloved ancestor
4re made and tho mombers of the family &gain go home, all feeling
satlsfied that once agein theye. o o====had a nice picnic., If
there were more ancestors, all graves were taksn czre of in
the éama menner and food set before each, Often remnents of
dishes of food are left in broksn dishes as the family goes home,

The whole day is looked forward fo by all as a holiday*
and schools are dismissed for three days, and when the season
ends it will be lomg remembered. Beoause of the hollday,
frolicky aspect of the occasion one is a bit at a loss %o
determine tho sincerity of all the proceedings, albelt if
only the picnic cnd of it were in view, doubtless they would not
ie:d 0 o to the encestral tombs to enjoy it.

* Sa‘llndera, oD. clit. De 106 ££,.
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THE VORSHIP AT THE Hore we bring a descriptlion :|.n
CHING i{ING R:STIVAL 8ract detall of the worshlp proper,
and it is prepared by Professor Harvey* who in writing about
fncestor worshlp submits the following eye-witness description

of

"a olan or large family sacrifios, offered at the burial
Place of the clan's honored dead:

The Chinese visit the tombs twice a year, in spring
end in autumn., The first time is called the "%:‘l_ing"
féh'ing ning], "bright olear," referring to &

Weither vhich is thon expected; the second 1s called
®chliu tsi,".(eh'iu chi], "the autumal sacrifice."
#ho rItes porformed during the tsing ming season are the
nost generally attended to by S86s Their gov-.
ernors teach that the prosperity of individuals and
families depends 8reatly on the circumstances of a
Paroni's grave;--as its position, its being dry orxr
danp, its being in good external Trepair, etc. TheTefore .
to"sweep" and raepair them, to mark their limits and see
that (hey are not encroached upon by others, are obJjects
of the visit to the tombs. When there are large clans,
Which have descended from the same ancestors, living in
Ph" Same nelghborhood, they repalr in great numbers for
Gho performance of sacrificial rites, Rich and poor,
all assemble. Even beggars repair to the tombs, to kneel
tslownf:,and vorship. This usagebis lmogn :{ stg:n pﬁ:.';:ses,
go-fon-mo, "sweeping the tombs," an - » MiOT=
8hippinz the tumuli." To omit-these o'b'Eﬁ"vanoas is -
Considered a great offence against moral propriety, and
a breach of filial duty. The common belief is that good
fortune, domestic prosperity, honors and riches, all de-
Pend on an impulse given at the tombs of ancestors.
Hence the practice is universal; and when the men are
a}:ent from their families, the women go to perform the
IlGes.

On some of these occasions . . « even where there are
two or three thousand members of a clan, soms possessing
8reat wealth, and others holding high rank in the state,=--
all, old and young, rich and poor are summoned to meet
at the "tsu-tsung-tze-tang,” or the ancestral hell, Figs
are slatﬁlﬁereg; sheep are slain; and all sorts of of=-
ferings and sacrifices are provided in abundance. The
Drocessions from the hall to the tombs, on these occasions,
are performed in the grandest style which the official
rank of the principel persons will admit,-=- with hammars,
tablets, gongs, lances, and meny other implemsnts. All
DPresent, old men and boys, are dressed in the bas® robes

Yale University
* Edwin D. Harvey, The lLind %ﬁ%&lgﬁ. I,499 ££.

Eress, D. 243-246, quoted Irom Se Heposltory,
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whlch they can procure; and thus escorting the victims for
the sacrifice and tho wine for oblations, they proceed to
the tombs of thoir ancastors, and arrange the vhole in
order, preparatory to the grand ceoremony,--there is a
ghu-tsze, "lord of the sacrifice,” appointed fo officiate
as priest., There is a director of ceremonies appointed %o
8ive the vord of command. There are two stewards to ald
in the performence of rites. There is also a reader to
Teclte the prayer; and a band of musicians, drummers,
gong-beaters, and lictors.

After all things are in readiness, the whole party
Stands still until the director gives the word. He first
erlos with a loud voice, "Let the official persons take
thoir placos"; this is immodiately done and the ceremonies
broceed.

Director: "Strike up the sofer music.” Here the
smeller instruments begin to play.

Dirgctor: "Kneel." The priest then lmeels in a central
Place fronting tho grave, and behind him, arranged in
order, the aged and honorable, the children and grand-
children all lmeel dovm.

Directior: "Prosent the incense." Here stewards take
three sticks of incense, and present them o the priest.
Ho arises, makes a bow towards the grave, and then plants
one of the sticks in an incense vase in front of the
tombstone, The same form is repeated a second and a
third tine,

o Dircctor: "Rise up." Hore the priest and paerty stand
(]

o Dirocctor: "Kneel." Again the priest and all the people
861,

Direstor: "Knook head." (kowtow] Here all bending
forvard and loaning on their hands, knock. their foreheads
egainst the ground.

Director: "Again kuook head." This is forthwith done.

Director: "Knock head a third time." This is also done. |
Then he calls out: "Rise up, Kneel, Knoek headm; %ill |
the three kneolings and the nine kmockings are comple ted.
And 211 this is done in the same manner as the highest
act of homage is paid to ihe emperor, or of worship to
the supreme powers, heaven and earth, This being endsd

the ceremonies procaed.

.Director: "Fall prostrate.” This is done by touching
the grownd with knees, hand and forehead.




Dlroctor: "Read a prayer." Here the reader a
. - 1T o pproaches
tho~Tront of Gho tomb holding in his hands a Pleca of white
Daper on vhich is written oge of the sacrificisl forms of
Ei"”‘”&" These are gonorally much the same ; differing
stigh'l.l:{' according o the wish of the composer. Tha form
Stabes ho timo; the name of tho olam whioh comes o
Yorship and offer saorifice; besesches the shades o dow
8cend ond enjoy the sacrifice; to grant protection and
gfﬁ:}’“ﬁ}"-‘f -r.& tho ir desoandgg.fs {hat in all auoe;eﬁ .

"atlons they may wear officlul c may eijo ]
and honors cmdyne‘aver be come extinot?;p:ﬁataiy tga help of
the souls ﬁl lindes, the departed spirits and the living on
earth may be hanpy, and illustrious throughout myriads of
8868ee « o « The prayer being finished, the Director
erles: "Offer up the gold and the precious things."
Hore ono of the stewnrds presents gllt papers to the
]1)’1'1"515. ond he, bowing towards the grave, lays them dowm
efore i,

Director: "Striks up the grand music.,” HaTe gongs,
druns,” trumpets and elarinets ere beaten and blown to
make as great a noise as possible,

Director: "Burn the gold, and silver, and precious

things.™ Horo all the younz men and children burn the
€11% papers, fire off fire-craciars aend rockets.

Such is the sum of a grand sacrifice at the tombs of
tncestors. But 0 many the best part of the ceremony is
50 come, vhich is the feast upon the sacrifice. The
roast pigs, rice, fowls, fish, fruits, and liguors are
carried back 4o ihe ancestral hall; where, according to
88e und dignity, the whole party sit dowm to eat and
drink and play, The grandees disouss the condition of

Ghe hall d other topics connectgd with the h&ﬁno of
the olan] the youns men earouse and provoks ea obheT
o drink deep., Some set out for home with a catty or two

of the"livine flesh," which had been used in sacrifice;
others stay till the'y wrangle end fight and night puts
an end to the entertainment,.

Those who live remote from the tombs, or who have no
ancastral hall, eat their saorifice on the ground at the
Sepulchres. 4And the poor imitate their superiors at a
humble distance. Although they have no hall, no procession,

no music,==they provide three sorts of vietims, a pig,
2 80080, a fish, and a little distilled ligquor at the

tomb--for spirituus liquors are used on all these occa=
S8long, After presenting these at the tomb, they kneel,
Inock head, and orally or mentally pray, for the air of
their ancestors! souls to make the existing and all

future generations of descendants, rich and prosperous.

A prayer for such an occasion (in A. D, 1832) was as
follows:
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Taoukwang, 12th year, 3rd moon, lst day, I, Lin Kwang,
the second son of the third generation, presume to come
bafore the grave of my ancestor, Lin Kwg. Revolving
Years have brought sgain the season of spring. Cherishing
Ssentimenis of venaration, I look up and sweep your %ombe
Proatrate, I pray that you will come and be present; that
you will grant to your posterity, that they pay be pros—
DPerous and 1llustrious; ai this season of genlal shovers
and gentle breezes, I desire to recompense the root of
ny existence, and exeri myself sinecerely. Always grant
your safe protection. My trust is in your divine spiris.
Reverently I present the five-fold sacrififie of a ;p:!.gi a
fowl, a duck, o goose, and a fish; also,an offering o
five plates of fruit; with oblatlons of spiritous liquors;
eaxnastly entreating that you will come and view them.
Wiith the most astentive respect, this aanmeiation 1s
Presenied on high, :

Over two thousand persons, young and old, took pars
in these services. It would hardly seem as if the old
faith and practice had in any way diminished. 4nd while
1% is true that a hundred years have elapsed since that
celebration took place, anyone who has intimately observed
Chingse life and practice within the last decade knows
thet similar sorvices are offered to the souls of deceased
ancestors in this generation. In spite of all the surface
changes pf tha past fow years, thoughtful Chinese of the
Present would find it difficult to disagree with the
following summation of their falthi

Vhen Hgaven ond Earth were served with intel-
ligence and discrimination, the spiritual intel-
ligences displayed their retributive (that is,
rewarding) power. . . « Vhon in the ancestral
tenple . .. o (one) exhibits the utmost reverence,
the spirits of the departed manifest thomselves.
Perfect filial piety and fraternal duty reach
%0 and nmove the spiritual infelligencesS. e e
In such a state of things while alive, parents
Taposed in the glory of their sons, and when
sacrificed to, their disembodied spirits enjoyed
the offering. Therefore in all wder heaven
Deace and harmony prevailed and calamitles did
not occur, misforitunes and rebellions did not a
arise. (Sacred Books of tho East. Chinese Classics,

III, 484-738, passim.
(End of Dr. Harvey's quotation.)

Thus the first soul lived cn earth, and s$ill lives on
in the grave, and continuves to be vemerated and worshipped.
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CHAPTER III.
TH: SECOND SOUL.

CHICKENS ABSORB THE When the body dles, we have

SOULS OF HUMAN BEINGS heard that one soul Temains
within it and is buried with i} in the grave, vhere it 1s .
forever to be worshipped by falthful descendents. A second
soul, however, is thought to have an entirely different
history. Death is held to be the separation of body and
soul, even as vie also say, excepting that there is a conira=
diction concerning the f£irst soul which is buried with the
body. Just bLefore death if possible, and especially Tight
at the timo of death a live chicken is tied securely to
Prevent flubltering and strugsling and lald on the bosom of
the person sbout Lo die. However, if this was not accom=
DPlished just at death, the chicken is laid on the bosom of
the person as soon afier death as possible. As soon as the
body is encoffined the chicksn 1s laid on the 11d of the
coffin. The reason for this :I.é because 1t is belleved
that a chickenfas a propensity for absorbing a human soul.
If the chicken was not lald on the bosom of the person be=
fore or ag Geath, it i1s thought that the soul is fluttering
about ths rcom 1like a frightened bat. It constently recog-
nizes the body, the frqme from vwhich it only lately came,
and feign would reenter, but it is dead and cold., That is
the reason why the -chicken may be placed upon the bosonm of
the dead person or upon ths coffin 1id, for the soul will
always flutter in tho direction of the doad body whioh 1%

oannot enter because it is cold, and so will finally enter

iicl]
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the warm blood-stream of the ahielpnn.

THE SOUL TABIET At this timo cerfain priests will be
called 0 the home of the departed and the ohicken is killed.
The priest will in o proper ceremoninl setting dip a specidly
Purchased cnd dedicated writing brush into the warm blood of
the chicken, which incidentally is olaimed to heve absorbed
the soul of tho decessed. Ha will then write the name of
the deceased on o small strip of thin yellow paper of the
Proper sort. He will also write the station in life of the
deceased and state also that this is now the place of Tepose
of the spirit of the person whose name is given. Very fre=-
Wently care is taken Ghat bits of chicken-featheT are
Tetalned in the thick blood of the chicken as 1 coagulates
Or dries on tho neper. Some priests write this upon a plece
of thin wood espaeclally prepared for thls purpose. When this
18 written upon Daper they will siretch this paper over a
frail vwooden frame, and then tho whole 1s piaeed in a wooden
freme or stand, something 1ikn an ordinary ancestor tablet.
If 1% 1s written upon a thin wooden board, 1t is slipped into
& sinllar Iind of frame. This little soul. tablet, siiandiné
& foot to fiffeon inches in height, prominently showing the
hame &nd statlon of the deceased is placed on the shelf or
aitar of the family idols and the famlly ancestor table®.

It is treated with about fthe same ahownt of respsct usually
Sshovmn the ancestor tablet, for is not the soul of a VeIry
Tecent  ancestor reposing in this soul tablet as in a kind

of temporary home?
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SOUL REHOVED Cusioms vary in different places in
FROM China, for in some cases the descendants
SOUL TABT:T vwalt two and one=half yearw, but in
10 most cases they walt only eighteen

ANCESTRAL TABIET months., Thus on the exact anniversary
of the eizhieedmonth plans are made to transfer the soul from
the soul tablet to the ancestral tablet. Hany preparations
9Te made for this great day. Pagan priests are engaged to
the extent thet the fanily can afford. lieals are prepared in
adv ance for the feoding of these priests and also some guesats
of the family invited to these ceremonies. Just as soon as
the priests arrive they are given a bountiful meal to make-
thon fecl zood. Then long tables are set through the middle
of the room, and tho head priest will sit nearest the family
altar or ahelf for the idols which is in She center of the
Tear wall of ihe room. A the table we see priests sitting
Wlth their sacred Looks or sutras before them from which they
chant. Aotually thoy merely hum as they read, and they turn
One page afier another in lj@surely, but still rather guick
Succession, and the humming 1s to give the affect of extremely
quick reading, and thus they earry on for hours at & time.
Thus also the more books they can read the better for the
Soul for vwhich they are praying. It ls the same proceddure
Used for praying souls from ome section of hades to the next
bo the end that they may one day be prayed entirely through
hades either into & betior world, or through a reincernation

into some new exlstence on earth, but this will be more fully

treated in the next chapter. A% this occasion some priests

Dlay fifes, otbers beat small drums, and still others beatd
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small wooden fish-heads or make other rhytimlc sounds. The
main part of the ceremony is about to take place.

The soul-tablot iz brought into the center of tho room
with much pomp ond coremony. Thon one of the priests touches
fire to 1t and 1t lmmedlately burns up completely, leaving
only she baresi ashes. dJust what has now taken place? The
Taadar will vecall thus this soul-tablet had vritten on 1%
in chieXen blood contuining the soul of a person his name
and statlon in life., Since this has now been burned, the
soul no longor hos any coagulated chicken ‘blood in vhich to
Tepose and so is thought to begin all anew to flutter about
the room as it A1d when first released at the death of the
body in vhich 1% formerly existed. Again this disembodied
8pirit fluiters about the room as & blind bat in daylight
not Ilnowing vhat o do. It . eighteen=-nonth place of
Topose is burned to ashes and he body in which it formerly
exlsted and with which 1 was familiar is buried long ago
and is not in the Toom. Therefore this soul flutters aboub
looking for something alse that is familier and in which it
can repose. This disombodied soul may begin looking for an
0ld chair in which the deceased formerly liked to sit, and
80 the chairs of the room are all plled. up io represenc a
£light of stair stops with the favorite chair woy et the top.
They all believe that Ghe soul will in its flutterings abous
l-he Toom fly against this flight of chair-stairs and will
try them ous, moving from one slowly to the obther. It tries
them all out in thoir twrn $1ll it discovers that favorite one
Tight ot the top. Mowever, this process may mot 8o very

£
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quickly. Actually, it all depends upon how much momey theTe

may be forthecoming from the family of the deceased. If The

Sum is small, coriainly the priests cannot stay too long,

Derhaps i half-hour or one or two hours. Bui the writer Tre=

calls c case whare this coremony was kept up for over one week,
The priesis would continue beating their drwas and gonss,

blowing Gthe Zifes, :nd chenfing of "uzzing" their _sacred. booka
day in ead doy out, duy after day, changing shifta so there

Vould bs no interrupiion. The beating of the drums and

the blowinz of {ho fifes is to lmsap the soul hopping and
Llutbering so that i finds no rest for the sole of its feeth.

Lo this ond nlso every now and then sirings of fire-crackers

8re exploded, not merely o create mors excitemens, but to

knop this soul astir, In the case the writer recalled, Ghey

hed chalrs piled very high right in the niddle of the strees, in |
facs, ihey hod tobles wader hom Go make shem still higheT.

The priests were inside the house asswring the family that

the aoul of sho Goceased was nmeking proper progress up the
S8tair-like arrangement of cheirs out in the streat, vhiloch,

of course, was & kind of invitation to the fanlly to continue

the process as lon: as possible. Finally, the priest announces

that all should be quiet, the soul hes now reached the em-

inence and is complacently sitting in the chair ab the top,

quite contented and satisfied,

Moanvhile, at the foot of the mownteln of chairs, but on
tha opposiie side of tho step=-1like arrangement they have
Placed ;e ancestral tablet. This may be a new one, or it
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may be one in wiioh there ave already reposing the souls of
Some of Lhe cncostors of the famlly. This ancestor tableT
varies in sunpe in the several parts of China. Those in :
centrel Hupen pirovince are usually made of wood one o one
and one-h:lf inches in thickness, a foob or so wide, cnd
from thirtecn to oizhteen inches in heizht. The entilre
tablet 1s covered with black laguer and chen from top Go
bottom the nume and the statlon of tho ancastor are written.
These nomes and dettils are usunlly writtea In letters of
801d, end vhen o new ancestor is to be brought into it, the
new name ond oither information is writiten and all completed
in advanee with Ghe exceplion of the dot on tho "ehu® (lord
character vhich is to be placed ithere affer the soul of the
Tacanil, dscocscd ancestor is taken captive inside tho tablet.
On the roverse side of the bablet, just opposite tha place
vhere Ghe uque is embossed there will be cut a smell hold
about three-fourths of an ineh sguare and also about that
¥eep. 2Fhe hole 1will De square ¥and they will also prepare a
Dlug o £ii inko what Mhole most exactly and very tizht. This
hold on the back side of the encestrul teblet is now exposed Go
the chair ot she top of the mouniein of cheirs, and in a
vay fomilicr to the priests, they mansge io frighten the soul
DParched so comfortobly in the chalr on the fop or otherwise
dislodge hin sné sond hin tumblin: dowa. ZTerhaeps many fire=
eraciars ware fired just at chai time to help in the @erenony.
With suddonness chey surround ihe ancesiral tablet, do a
bit of "shooing", and the oncestral table® 1s grabbed up,
the plug in the roar gquickly inserted or plugzed in to keep
the soul from esenping again, and some shellac is smeared-

"W UlaTence Durton Doy, Chinese Peasant Cults,p23
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over, porfectly sealing it. All this is dono very quickly,
almost in the Gwinkling of an aye, and the victorious priest
Wlll proudly omnounce that Ghe soul has now been brought to
DPeace and is onshrined in the ancestral tablet together with
Some ocsher ancestors if this is the case, and then the cere-
Mony of completinzg the inseription will tiaks place, that 1s,
bhe Tinel dot on the "ohu" character will be carefully affimsd.
Somo times this will be r::-:lﬁen in gold ink the same s the
Other churaciors, nad somoilmes it will be written in che
blood of ihe chiof descondent and bhen shellacked over to
Wke 1i uaiform, * Then with more ceremony, with much kow-
lowl s in ghe dlrgotion of vhe aneestral tablat, 1% will be
hendod o the chief mowaring son or grandson, vwho will then
With nmueh procision cad ceTemony place this tablet on the
Place resorvod for it on the shelf or altar reserved for

Gha tubelary gods and ancestral tablets.

Thereafier Hhe chief descendant, that is, ths chief
“ouraing son or greadson will offer his respocts by Xowtowing
tnd vorshipping the new soul mow reposing in che tablot
“bove. iftor him esch momber of the family in furn will
Perform the same covemony, from the greatest unto the leaste
This soul is now also at peace and will probably stay right’
thore for a long Gime, 111 soue day it may be Temoved to Ghe
family ancestral shrine or memorial hall vhich may be near
Or it may be far, far avay in some other part' of China, a
Place wience the femily originally came &——, a place that

* James Thayer Addison, Chinese imcestor Worship, D 32.
P. J. Heolagan, Chiness Rollglous Idoas, D. 144.
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mey huve been the family headquarters for one or two milleniums.

Hoaavhile she priests return to their temples, feeling
happy thet thoy hove again cccomplished something for someone,
80 twhat now ancostor 1501.-:111'1) may coatinus in the home, and
8% tho swie time in Gheir estimation thoy hazve rorformed & .

good viorik,

THE WORSHIPIER In the ordinary worship of the famlly
Gho chief mourning son 1s usually the one who performs this
T*ite, as ho is looked upon as the head of the family end -
16 1s in his home where ihe ancestor tablet is enshrined.
Often in our oxperience we find mixed homes, or homes let us
Say, vhere the eldost son has become & Christian., In such
Cases finally somaone elss 1s found to perform these rites,
Perheps a joungor brother, and if this does not work, then
& cousin of ihe family or some other descendant. ¥From this
Polnt of view comos the Very coumon acousation in China that
8ons who become Christisns have "mal" (sold) their ancestors::

which sin is considered a dastardly shame. *

WHICH ANCiSTORS The number of ancestors %o vhom

ARS ORSHIPHED worshipped is tendered is not always
the same., Someiimes it goes up only o the third genmeration,
Sometimes o the fourth or the fifth, as far as the home is
cohcerned, and after that the tablet 1s moved to the ancestral
8hrine, wherever that may be, and continued at certain intervals
there, HNormally female ancestors also are worshipped, for

} Addis son, op. elt., p. 36.
Sooth1ll, Three Roligions of Gh:l.na.. p. 216.
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while tho place of womsn may be Tather despised at timos dwing
her 1ife, she noverthelass 1s roverenced i1f she has brough®
forth sons to worship her husband and hersel? whilo living
“nd after deuth. Doceased children have no spirit tablots

or offerings.* Usually unmarried sons or dal_wghiaers are not
buried as grovm paople, it is considered that they somehow
don't couni es anything, and one heors the remark that thay
have no soul as yot, though this point is not definitely
Pronounced upon as they feel they have no "proof:®

WCREHIP FOLIIS "The forms of Chinsse ancestor worship
are simple, for hwo Tites constitute a family meal in vhich
the dead shere. Food and drink ave placed on the table before
the tablets of the decoased, and at a laber hour, or on the
folloving day, afier Ghe spirii;u have enjoyed the soul or
@8sence of iha offerings, all iho members of the family
(or olan) oat and drink vhes Temains. (n. Ab the olan
Sacrifices only men arc preosent.) The presentation of the
offerings is accompenied by =n invitation to the Geparted
%o partake and by the prostrations whlch, for the Chinese,
Gonstitute the naturcl metho@ of expressing Teverence for
Parents aud supariors. C(endles and incense are usually burned
&8 symbolicel of invitation and to attract the atiention
of the spirits. VWhen the sacrifice 1s presented on some
Spaclcl occaslion, announcenent 1s nade at the samo time
of whatever event has prompted the cerenmony. Tha noarest
aprroach to prayer appears to be nade on the most important

occaslons whan the ancestors are greetad with praise and

WIson. op. clt. p. 37, cuoting Doolittle, Soothil],
and !TOhnscn-
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Tequesbed to Toceive tho offerings and to bestow their blessing’®
TIME POR ACESIRAL WORSHIP One ocannot always detall
exactly vhen offerings are to be made to the ancestors, bub
usually there are whe momning and evening sacrifices, vhen
candles will be 1ib , 2nd vhen porhaps some little portlons
of food mny be set, or ab leas’ a smoll glass of vine. Another
definite time will be oa the first and the fifteenth day
of every moon, thot is of Gho monih asccording o the lunak
ealendar, Usually these daily and semi-monthly ceromonles
do no% include o moal of cay kind other than already mentioned.
The head of tho fanlly should attend to these matiers, bub
more fraeguently this is aitended vo by his wife or a pious
daughber-in-luvr, or even by & falihful servent of tho familye
Of course, on ceriain holideys, such as oa ilew Year's day,
&% the Ch'ling Iling festival (Foast of tho Fombs or lemorial
Dey), cutuvmn festivel of H.rvest Home Festiv al, et the Dragon
Boat festival, somobimes on birthdaya, on auniversaries of
death, somctimes oa the £ifih, fifteonth, and twenty-fifth

of & mongh, end just prior to the closing of the old yoar ¥

ANNQURCEIRIITS TO There are frequent occurrences for

THE 4NCRSTORS, making announcements to the ancestorse
Vhenever there is some importent event taking place or has
taken placa in the fenily,annoucements nay be made accompanied
by offerings and prosirations, The sncestors are thought to

* Addisoxn, op. cit. Dp. 38
Soo%uhill, Zhroo iwelizions,” p. 216
** Addison, op. c6li. D 39,
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be interesitod in the wolfeve of the famlly ond to tuke pleasure
Or pain in Ghese announcemeats. Very formal aunouncements
are made et the btime of a birth and espoclally of the birth
of a male child, vhich would bo a "Staumhalter,” to coatinus
the famlly line, Lirihdsys ore also reported, so also bo=
trothels, marrisges, ond distinctions acsmuing to the famllye
Deaths espocially are rovorted. In the days of the empeTors
many announcements were mcde o Ghe ancestors, especlally
When there wos a successor to the throne, Vhea the Manchu
dynesty was overthrovm ond the republic established, Sun
Yat-sun went to the tomb of the £irst ling Emperor at Nanking
and drametically announced this fact, vhich in the estimation
of many Christians did not refloot a proper Christien
attitude. In rospeet to this Addison says, "Even so modern

2 radleal as Sua Yai-son annouunced %o the first iing emperor,
before his jomb &t Henking, tho overthrow of the Lianchus

and the esteblichnent of the Republiec -= a dranatic ach
Tevealing not the nrivate convieslons of Sm bub his cone

coptlon of vhat the people would expect and approve." *

WORSHIP OF AITGESTORS One of the highspots in the
BY IRIDAL COUPIE 11fe of a Chinsse vas the day

of marrisge. ilarriage was consummated by bringing the bride
to the home of ike groom and the two would be brought together
before the ancesirazl tablet, und among the meny kowtows made
on thet dey, the joini kowtowlng or worship of the ancestors
by bride cnd groom togeither was the prineiple one and the

Addison op. ecit. p. 40 clting W. H. Bltton, "The Rﬂgemr-
atlon oF New China," London, 1914, 3
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faet that Joinsd them %ogetheT as man and wife. In addition
to the worshippin; of tho ancestors, the bride would also
kowtow before the groom, before his nother and father, and
1f living, olso W fore his grand-porents. Thus aclnowledging
them as hor rncestora, sho would now be introduced to one

aftor another of the other rTelatives. *

Whon the souls of a nunber cf gemerations have accunulated
in oms or more uncesbor tablats, usuelly from three and nob
more than five genorations, e great pilgrimaga would be planned.
One or mors mapreseatabivas of the clan would be eatrusted
after much ceremony %o carry the ancestral tablets to the naar
or distanit mncestral ahrine., These shrines are bullt like
large tomples, ond in the greatest center of ihe rear wall
of the maln holl is fownd the ‘great encester of then 2ll.

Nen who Imow theilr fanily will be uble to show thelr ovm direct
line and bs able 4o trace it all the way beck to ihe remotest
tncestor. The vwriter's ovn aged lengucge teacher sald he was
able o troee his sneestors back to azbout 200 A. Do In the
ity of Shasi wos the later ancesiral shrine of the Cheng
fenily, and the walls all around were f£illed with plagues amd
ancestral obddts brought in from time o time by descendants,.
Their moras nneient shring and central shrine was at Feking.
Usually some descondant lives in the shrine and acis as kseper
of the place. Ilenr Jinckow, Hupeh, the wrijer saw a shrine
that dated baclk rother far, though the outside of he building

VWias not kept up ony oo well, Vhea descaendanis come '_to iiho

I Hﬂion. E. ui .I Po ‘-‘o.
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shrine with ancestral teblets thero will be much ceremony as
Tthey ore properly installed into pl aces on the valls amongst
tho illustrious anceators. The tablet is £irst taken £rom
Place Go place :nd held before cho other tablats and "plens™
(tablots horizonial in shape, very eoatl-y. containing pere
hv.l;s the nume of some very illustrious ancestor with a few
laudisgz vords.). After all these ceromonies have been faken
care of he rospresentative visitors will in their ovm name
end in she aame of hundreds of people back home worship
various anceuiors, bringing, of course, sheir main prostra-
tlons bLefore the grand wneastor. Ab the sams bime announce=
monGe will be made, among which with loud volces will be one
to wadaertole cortain mejor rTepalrs or Improvementis at this
central shirina. Ferheps some of he main tablets will be
vwashed cad rogilded with genuine gold leaf. Presents will
be left for she distant relatives in cherze of the shring
and o reimburse vhem bownsifully for sheir hospitality.
Those remcining at home &xpect greci blessings to acorue to
then from the visifs of helr representatives ot the shrine
and whea shey ra Gurn home there will bo & gremd reception
et the homes of Gthe leads of the clans end with many pros=
trations or iowiows announcements of what ook place will

be made 0 such cncestor tablets os still remsin,

Thus far for the story of tho second soul, the one dwelling
in $he ancestor tcblets. There are coanstantly many prayers
:poken before those anc:stral tablets and people fecr to
invoke iheir wrath or displecsure. Thus the living are
inseparably bound up witi: the dead.
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CHAPTER FOUR
THIRD SOUL
_Clalowli Zhebhiiser bebiswre

THREE SOULS Some,0f course, deny that, thoTe are :4hree
souls, some Chinese also perhaps deny this, in fact some
Chinese don't beolieve there 1s even one soul. There has been
quite a bit of contentlion among book writers as to Jv.st vhat
the Chinese think about this matter. Quite a few writers feel
that this gquestion shouldn't be discussed because there is
little or no documentary evidence for the belief in three
Ssouls, They feoel in connection with the subject of a soul or
of souls and also what may or may not happen to them, if actually
there are thought to be any, only that should be discussed which
can be found vriiten up in detall somewhere in authoritative
Chinese vritings, especlally in the anclent classics. Bub
whether written in books or not, whether recorded in the classics
or not, chere certainly are vast sectiions of China where the
belief in three souls is rather prevalent ¥ and 1t is decidedly
a rgther wiversal tenet in that sscotlon of China vhere the
Missourl Synod's mission work is being done, Then also, when
books written by rriters living in widaly scatiered parts of
China keep referring to the matte?‘.‘ 1t does seem es if the 1dea
is rather wide-spread, and :I.'a probably believed in all parts
of China, and thus i1t becomes an issus for the misslonary to

combat.

THIRD SOUL The third soul goes to Hades (or hell or
GOES TO HADES purgatory)after death. Death is the tearing
assunder of body end soul or souls, but Just how this takes

» de:l.son, 2‘51; oit. p. 34 JeD.Ball, Celestial and His Ral:l.g:l.q
inese Religious Ideas, 2. 168

o
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Place seems not to bother people a great deal, shey Just
naturally toke 1t for granted, somovhat as an audience takes

a great deal for granted in a drama. Vhen scenes change in

a drama, not all detalls betwaen. gcenes are ahnn_n, and usually
one 1s expocted to imagine a great deal that happens or could
happen between scones, and if everyome in the audlence thinks
differently on the matter, it does not effect the previous or
the subsequont scene a grect deal. Thus also Just what trans-
Pires at death, according to the Chinese way of thinking, does
not affect the previous existence before death, nor the sube
Bequent existence or scone after death in Hades in the leaste.

BABIES AND CHILDIGH There seems to be a rather wide=
HAVE FO SOUL spread ldea that bables or children,
oven up %o twenty years of age or before marriage have no soul,

4% loast not much of one o speak of., Boys before marriage

ar: not counted 1f they die and their names are not recorded

on ancestral tablets, and noither is there thought to be any
1ilm that desceending into Hades after death.

VIOLEN Likewise some have clalmed that only men have a

soul and that women do not, but there 1s a great amount of coniza-}

diction on this quemtion, for there are many lnstances of the
names of women being written.on ancestral tablats, especlally
i1f they have given birth to sons, and certainly there are
many instances of women suffering the torments of Mades, In
this connection we bring the story of Mu=lien and how he

 descended to Hades to save his mother, vho was suffering

torments dovm there. Reichelt gives the story as follows:
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The story of how 1&&% ayana (Chinese: Eho-mw-
chien=-lien, EE 39 @ 4¥ ;¥, or Mu-lien, H r)u.m:m -
of Sokyamuni's disciplas, the pious son, saved his

ther, is now popularly told in China as follows:

A plous mother who had alveys been fthe nost scru=
pulous vegetarion, fell sick, probably the result of
excossive ascetlicism. Sho tried all kinds of oures,
but oll were in vain. Thon one of her sons came %0
her end sald that ho could help her, if she would be
willinz to eat meat. The mother refused most vehementlye.
In spite of this the son prepared a dish which Te=
semb led Vegetarien food, but contained a little
meat. She afje and vas soon gquite well again.

One of the slaves in the house told the truth of
the matter to another son, lu-lien, and he, fearing
lest his mothexr had thereby lost all hope of salva=
tion, told her. She, secure in her innocen€a, denied
it, calling upon all the gods to bear witness to the
faet that she hsd noi eaten meat.

In the dromatic presentation of the story which is
most ofton given (1t is one of the lovellest dramas
on the Chilnese stege), the mother is ropresented as
saying, "If I have caten meat, I pray that all the
gods mey cast me dovm into the deepest helll" Im=
mediatoly blood streams from her nose, mouth, end
eyes, and the devil-hangmen draw her away to HadeSe

lfu=lien does everything in hls power to Yescua heT.
lays upon himself all kinds of tortures in order fto
explate her sin, bui everything seems in vain. One
night ho sees her in his dream; her olothss are in
atters and her countenance bears traces of the greatest®
sufferings. He sees how the hangmen in Hades steal
the money and the food that he has bwrned for her support.
Ho hoars hor supplisnt cry, "Come and help me."
Thereupon hc detormines to go to Hades (dis). He
wanders through the various zones in the kingdom of
death, and after a long end persistent search £inds
her, She has been placad in a great cauldron wiere
she is to be dlsmembered und cooked. He casts himself
dovn before the devil-exsoutioner and beseaches him
%0 bo a llowed to talke the torture upon himself. This
1s permiivted, at least for a time.

In the drematlc presentation, one sees liu-lien,
appearing in the various torture scenes, always strong
and firm, Bub when his need 1s the greatest, Buddha
Teveals himself in light and glory, and makss known
tho happy news that his mother ean be maved if a
body of monks will come together, and perform a mass
for her soul. So aftor a vhile, one sses a row of
monks dravm up solemnly before the figure of Buddha,
and after the chanting and vhe musical instuments
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have sounded for somo time, the gates of hell spring
open, releoasing tho happy son with his redeemed mother.
The scono closes with a high-pitched song of praise.*

VHAT IS HADES? Tho idea of hell or Hades or purgatory
is ¢old in various ways. The usual belief is that thero are
elghteen ssctions and that each of these 1s eternal or Just
about so, The soul after death descends into the first
Sectlon and stays there eternally or jusi about that long,
but throuzh the instrumentality of masses said by plous
Buddhist Bonzas or Toolst priests and paid for by welle:
meaning descendents or even by people who wish to spend
noney for "good works" ihrough which they themselves wish
o secure inmunity later, or build up works of supererroga=
tlon, Ghe toriured soul may be prayed out of the first sec-
tlon eveniually, through many kelpas, only to be cast info
the second secilon io remaln there for endless kalpas or
etiernclly. However, the idea of saying masses is thought
Go be invoked ageln and evemyfally the soul is prayed oub
of that sectlon end into ihe third, and so on until at long
last it 1s prayed all the way through those eighteen long
Sections and out again. The soul is raleased from Hades
&énd may then be Trelncarnated, being born into most any form,
Dorhaps o pig, or a cow, or an inssol, or even again a small
baby, and for that reason pious Buddhists (and the whole

-ddsa 1s after all a Buddhist 1dea) will therefore not will=

fully kill or herm any living creature, lost they thus be

kill1ys or harming some ancient ancestor of iheirs for vhich
cause then, thaoy would be heaping many curses and misfortunes
~ ¥ Relohelt, Truth and fradition in Chinese Buddhism,p.91f
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upon shemselves and upon thoir clan and descondants.

VARIOUS IiiZAS However, there are various ldeas

CONCERNING HADSS  as to the numbers of sectlons in
Hades and we will let Reichel$, who has made a very special
life-long study of Buddhism, speck on this subjeot from
his book, Truth end Tradition in Chinese Buddhism as

follovs:

The "holy mother" (Buddha's mother, laya, ﬂ EF ’
in Chinesae) asks Ti-ts'ang o tell her what are ths con=
ditions dovm there in Hades, for the people of Asla
especilally. In his answer Ti-ts'ang gives an accoun®
of the etornal law of recompense and tho horrors of
the puaishment in hell,

"IThis 1s tho state of affairs in southera Asla,
vilthh regerd to the recompsnse for sin,' he says.
"There ore chilldron vho are disobedient to their
DPrrenis even o the poini of killing their father
and mother, and who therefore must sink dovn into
thet hell where the pangs have no rolief and whence
through countless kalpas they coa never escape. :

" There are others who plerca Buddha's messengers
on tho earth. Still others vho speak with scorn of
the throe holy values, and have no reverence for the
holy scriptures. All these must sink dovm to thab
hell vhere there is no cessation of enguish and
whence through endless kalpas there is no escape.
Or there may be people who devastale and destroy
the holy collections of soriptures, vho dishonor
nonks or nuns, or in the monastery buildings give
thenselves up %o the lusts of the flesh, killing
and hurting. All 5hese nmust sink down into that
hell where {he pangs have no relief and vwhence,
throuzh countless kalpas, they can never escape.

. "EOr there may be people who have become Buddhis®
monks under false pretences, for in their hearts
they are not monlks, and therefore misuse the monast-—
eries, herass and deveive the laity, and commit all
sorts of evil., These ull must sink dowm %o that
hell vhere tlhere is no cessation of anguish and from
which, through endless kalpas, there 1s no chance
of escape.



W The poople vho have bocoms guilty of any of these
erimes must sink down into the five different hells
vwheTe pain has no cessatlon, and vhere ndleven for a
moment 1s there any Tellef of the angulsh.!

"Once more bhe woman Maya spoke and asked Tists'ang:
"Why avo ilhose places oallod the Mendless holls"?Y

"ri-tavang said: THoly mother, with regard to the
various hells, thero are oighteen large hells wlj
the "Iron-Encireled liountain® (T'ieh-wel Shan,4k [X| £4).
Besldes tho®e, ihere ore five hundred smaller ones,
all yith different nemes. Ia the large hells, there
are gro.t cliles of olghty thousand 11 in circumference.
The- eities are entirely bullt of iron, with an iron
wall vhoat is ten thousand 1i high. ZFronm this wall
there bluzas up a mass of fire. Everywhere flomes can
be seon. Ian the conter of this oity all the divisions
of hell cone wogother, each with his om name. In the
innermost cirele is itheTMendless hell," eighteen thousan&
11 in circumference ond with.a wall ten thousend 11
in height. :

n, The pleture is taken from the ancient
Ciinese cliles, vhere there often was an in-
ner clsy, also surrounded by a wall, One 11 .
iz aboui one-half of a idlometor, or one-ithird
of an Ehglish mile,

"Everything is of iron: with tongues of fleme
vhich dart up cnd ous on 21l sides. There are iron
snelns and iron dogs, from vhose mouths dart tongues
of fire. They reached oub greedily after their victims
tnd cre In a ceaseless hurryinz chase fo easi and
west. In the niddle o2 this hell is arranged an ende
less row of iron beds and on each bed ons sees porirayed
the various pains which the unhappy sinners must undergo.
All see their own punishments clearly before thelr
eyes. Thore are hundreds and thousands of hideous
dovlil=hangmen; wiih teeth as long end sharp as swords.
Thelr eyes gleam like f£lashes of lightding. Their
hands are chained to copper claws with vhich they selze
thelr viesims and hurry them off, Thera,are other devils
vho cerry long spears with which they bore through
Poople, ecithsr plercing through mouth and nose, .or
through stomach and back, now: casting them up in.the
alr, now catching them again on the point of the lifted
Spear,

"There are iron eagles, vhich pick oul the eyes
of sinners, and iron snakes which coll themselves round
their nacks. Every Joint in the body is spiked through °
wlth lron nalls, The iongus is drawn out, and the
vietin 1s pulled about by i, liks a draught animal,
The bowels are drawm out and hewn in pleces. lalted



copper 1s poured dovm thoir throats, und glowing
bits of iron are lald ower their bodles., Thoy die
and live sgain ia ceaseless torment, with new pains
and joriures.'”™ *

The oizhteen-seetlon hell 1s a strictly Buldhist idea,
though it fits perfectly into the conglomerablon of public
thinking concorning the future existence. Taolsn will not
oppose 1t. Illaclogan said, "If we distingulsh ﬁhu:l.r rolli-
8lous affinities as Buddhist or as Tao_ist, vio are doing
more ithon most of their worshippers doe ** Iikewise, that
their 1den of a hell appears as a olty with walls surrounding
it 15 not strange, for DuBose made the statement that hell
was Just "China ploughed under." "The world of spirits is
an exact soxmterpart of the Chinese empire . . « Hades has
i1ts provinces, departments, and couniies; its emperors,
1ts officiels of all ranks, its bureaux, 1is several hundred
thousand ctitendants, doorkeepers, runners, horses, horsemen,
do tactives cnd oxecubloners, corresponding in every parti=
cular to shose of Chineso officials of the same Tank,™ *+*
Taolsts colored the idea of hell and ell its actendants
being su.-'b.'iec'h %0 tho decrees of Y& Huang Shang-tl. **&*%
Confucianism wish its ever-recurring pronouncements on £ilial
Plety seems quite in need of this doctrine of Hades as a

vieapon of lew to enforee its doctrines. The whole set=up

Ao ,
¥ Relchelt, op. oit
] (] ] DD- 121-123-
** laclagan, ﬁ eif. p. 149 p358
**% H, 0. DuBose, The Drezon, Image, and Demon,/quoted from
Day, Chinese foasanb Culis, Ds L18. :
**** Day, ;Op. Clt. D. 120G, ;
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eoncerning f£ilial ploty ond unoesfor worship both here and
hereaftor noeds ithis to complete tha circle.  The Buddhisis
nged thils hell as a source of income for their many-monksd
monasteries, and 1t easily brings them sufficleat income

through the reading of ™"masses™ to supply all thoir needs.

Indeed, Buddhists play up the idea of -suffering in Hades

PAWORALA OF BUDIHIST HELL as muoh as possible. In

SHOVN IN LIANY LARGE TEIPIES  many of:the larger com=
munities in China, coriain Buddhist temples maintain-a
Tather lerge and elaborate side=-section or room in which
they show a oross-section view of Hades and all its torments.
It shows all eighteen secilons, revealing how in the beginning
the sinners are simply dumped into these nother reglons, and
bow devil-hangmen immodiately proceed to taks charge of them
by catching them on the prongs of thelr pitehforks, pitohing
thom immedintoly to Ghe roar and into the f£irst courtroom
vhere their ocses are taken care of and where the Judge of
that firsi section immediately throws them into their suf-
foring, vhich ho witmesses while he Judges more and ithrows
them also into the suffering. One also sees how they pull
out the ftongues of men and drag bunches of sinuers around
by their tongues and teke them to the places of suffering
vhere they are 0 g0. As one sees this long immenss pano=-
Tama onc notlces the chief devil in the main center #iving
direction on what to do with every case, and his judgment
13 never disputed, it is final, and sentence begins at onoce.
One notices a large cauldron of boiling oil into which the
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Binners are cast, and where they boil and boll continuously
for eges ond asons without end and still never boil domes
From the lines of horror written on the f£aces of the sinners
in this boiling cauldron of oil oms is led to understand

that this punishiment is awful and full of torture. Onme

8668 another scena of a body in a coffin and several devile
hangmen on oifher side sewing through the coffin, elther
longthwise or crosswise, blood spurting out in all directions,
and from a protruding head ome can note thab excrutiatin&
Pains are beinz ondured. There ave also those who are
enduring torture in tho lake of fire forever, with devile
hangmen standing arownd and ovérhsad. on bridges ready to

Push thom back in with pronged spears and pitchforks if

ony should ciiempt to escope. Here in Hades onme also finds
those vho wre gullty of adultery in their mundane exlstence,
but hopelossly bound together foraver, and forced to commit
adultery before avery ome in public :Eorevar.’ The picture
shows how now their adultery is a forever burhing pain, and
how the two who could not be vogether enoush on earth now
fight hopolessly to got epart, but they are securely tied

and thus forced to burn in stingiag adultery forever. Thus
each ons of the oighteen sections of Hades is eternmal, or
Just about so, and each one brings excrutiating pains in
exchange for any particular sins. the sinner may have committed
While on earth, --The punishment f£its the sin. One finds
.6eTtain punishments for men, certaln others for women, and

in soms places both sexes ave fowmd. As there were special
punishments for adulberers, so also there are special punishe- .
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ments for covetors, for those vho abused widows, for usurers,
for those who stole, otc. Bub all hangmen seen most bent _
on meting out the severest punishment to those who have nob

reverenced thoir poronts and ancestors on earth as they

should have dono.

PRAYIHG FOR TIG It is claimed that Buddha end Ti-ts'ang
SOULS I HADZS urged men to pray for those in Hades in
order to reliove their suffering and so that one day they
may be released from thoir eternal prison. This is a won=
derful opporituniiy for the Buddhist BonZes to come into thelr
own. They picture to the descendents the exireme condiilon
of tho departed in iades, and urge upon them to.do all in
tholr power .o relieve thoir suffering. lionmey is paid to
them for ths saying of mosses for the dead and fhis in
tura defrays the eiponses of the nonastery, although to
the peopls they say, this will help their loved ones in
lIndes. There is also tho possibility of doing too much,
in vhich case she one supplying tho funds and furthering
those "good vorks" dprues unto himself works of super-
erfogation. Sometimes the very rich or the officials
Wlll pay out large sums for public masses for those who
cannot afford them, also for beggars, o.;ul for those killed
in battle or who committed sulclde. The descendants are
usually most hoppy vhen the bonzes report that their ancestor
has made this or that progress in the nether world, and if
1% could be brought to the point where they have truly
brought the ancestors all the way through, so that they
can be reincarnated, then the deseendants are happy indeed.
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SELFISH LI0WIVES The descendant usually does all
his good decds for vory solfish motives. These things are
not done so much for the sake of veneratins the ancestors
or for bringing thom cay help as they are to appease tha
encestors lest they harm tho descsndants or hopp ourses

Rpon then, *

We have already heord how Mu=lien prayed for his mother
and finclly throuzh substltuting for her and taking some
of her {orturos upon himself succeoded in bursting asunder
Ghe doors of holl and bringing her forth sgain., That
Saened Go Lo comevhat of a special case, and so we shall
lot Reichelt speal again as ha deseribes the "Feast for
the Viangerinz Souls,.™

FZAST FOR THE As we now attempt to glve a deserip-
sk L tion of the ceremonies which dova through
VATDERIIG SOULS the years have been performed for the

Teloase of the wandering and lost
spirits, it is natural to take first the "Feasf; for
the Wondering Souls," or "Y#-lan-pfen Huin (& ﬁ? )

The main object of this ceremony 1s to conduct the
Souls as rupldly and safely as possible over the vast
Sea of want, huwger, thirdt, and torment, vhich they
%t:ji:a 111111zo \.-:lian de;lth overtook them, beean:ge cgf their sins.

115 has given risg 0 the e alon ung=-sheng
$%0-11 k'u-hai" (i ki Hiﬁo% %— )y "io help all
Croation aeross the sea of pain,” used in China again
and ggein in speech =nd writing.

Vihen a man dies, if there &re any rich relations,
Plous and conscientious sons and daughters, widows
or younger brothers, who cen start the machinery,
Elm vhole matter can be arranged guite guickly.
ihey simply order so many nasses to be sald in some
temple or monastery, or allow the chief room or
court-yard in tholr homes o be temyora&%naﬂe
over into a prayer hall ("tao-chang,"; ); vhere
monks can chant their masses by the day, or even by
the week. Often however, there are no relatives to

¥ J. K. Sauders, Tho Chinose as Ihey Are, D. 110.
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cons o Gthe help of the dead, or their poverty is such
that nothin; sufficleont to meet tho case czn be dong.
If this happons, the monks, togother with pious and
philanthropic people, step in and help. Even sinocé
the %imo of Amogha, it has been looked upon as a
Darticulorly nmoritorious act o contribute towards
nalking the great "fogt for the wondering o uls® as
8plendld as possible.

tilthous doubt, much true sympathy and rellglous
forvor is e:proocsed in those acis. On the other hand,
this feas} is frequently used in a quite shamoless
way for npersonal gain or self-sggrandiZementi, money
colned out of it, and the whols business takss on
such a noisy and theairical tone that 1ts rellgious
significance nlmost complotely vanishes.

The obsorvonce of 4i:is fostival is regulated
Pertly by the calendar, as 1t goes by ihe tene,
twelves, or fifieen-yoor periods in ihe old Chinese
oycle of ycars. In additlon, there may be specilal
cases of ngcossiity which call for exfra observances.
Occasionall; there may be one or more earnast and
Pious pcople vho seco that a peorformence of the cere=
nony is arranged for, The dete for th: feast is
tnnounced in plenty of time by the posting up of
big yollow placards. Faople are urged to send in
listo of all who may have died by drowming, murdex
or ovher pccident. Iikewise, a request 1s sent ou
for nonay or ocher gifts.

Great preparatlons are made for the feast, The
eity's buitcher-shops are often officially ordered %o
Stop all slaughter cad sale of meat. Feople are
urged o fast (i. ey, to refrain from portaking
of all kinds of mﬁal food)s Along the river banks
8Teut fijures nade of paper are set up, Tepreseniing
the graclous bodhisabitvas of ihs lower world, Ti=
ts'eng, Iuan-yin, the "earth gods" of tho place, cnd
80 on., Terrifyins intges of animals, vhole rows of
devil-hangmen from the lover world, with Tung=-y@ and
Yon=lo ot thelr head, ns wll as scenes of horror
from the toriure chembers of hell are ell represented,
nade of coloured peper, streliched ingeniously on
banboo sticks, : .

Tho chief preparations are made on sons opon place,
usually near a vond or a river, There terrace-liks
altars oro set up, filled with incensa burners, Jjars
with flowers, inseribed pennants which flutber. in the
breeze, eatic. Sear tho altar is rlaced a large house
of poper, divided inic five rooms, =% the centre
roon shand iwo paper figures of the famous Yin<¥ang
Ssu ([ FF 3 ), vho conduots souls £rom this vorld
into the other., He is represented with one side of
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his face white, the other bla ok, for he 1s supposed
%o h've access boih %o Gthe lond of the living and of
the doad. The sido rooms are supposed to be walting=
rooms for men aad vomen, raspociively, vho are on
thelr way %o Cdoliverance.

Ia smalleor poper houses stend figures which give
oui food wad clothing %o the hungry and freecing
a8piriss. Thore are also thirty-six shops, vhere the
8pirlis can provide themselves with all necessitles.
Honey, consiciing of stemped paper notes and imltation
Sllver cad gold bars, is seant over to tho dead in
lmuense queniities; this is burned.

The other world is thon notified that the ceTe=~
Bon:y ls aboui o beginm, by! tha burning of a large
Paper pernant. At the same time a paper horseman
and horse ore burned. This is the herald, vho hurries
off with Lho lascripiion to ihe land of the dead.

‘henbegins the mass. Iarge sutras ere read,
oEta;L acconpanied by the nost ear-spliiting musilc,
OLforings of focd, rice, tee, smell coles, etc., are
Seu oub. This is a very important part of the per=
formanee, »eslly a soeramontal act. Oaly monks
Wluh lon; practice cen perform in g perfect way all
ulle Tinger munipulations, the graclous sprinkling
of wator, and uhs shrowing of rice grains, etc.,

i commgeilon with this ceremony. If there is a
bond 1n the neoighborhood & smell bridge is built
over it. 4 priest stonds with papers in his hand
tnd deals then oui liberally fo all the"poor people™
vho are thoughi %o be passing over the bridge of
death. i'he papers ave handed to Ghe priest on the
other side, vho ihen burns them.

Up on the central stage (the Shree-storey altar)
8tand o vhole staff of Buddhist monks, vho in longe
dravm-out and high-pisched tones, chani the scripture
and play the musical instruments. The leading monk
atands between iwo others on tho central platform
holding aa ivory steff in his hamd, On ihe lowes®
Platform stend five monks, who are especially ococupied
with Ghoe chanting, By ths tones of tho music, one
vho is initiated iato the aysitery will uanderstand
how far they have got in the advaneinz procass of
redenption. He will knowv when -ihat great momont comes
w%n thoy, have "broken inio Hades™ (pYo=liao ti=yd,

7 2 FA), and vhon Ghe way has been opensd to the
8reat pool of blood vhere the deeply sunk souls of
wonmen arg speclally ioriured (pfo=liap hstish-hu,

7 W), He will bo able to follow the furthex
developement, as tha saving procession presses
tarough the berred toriure=-chambers, and be present
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when the burst of triumph at the end ammounces the
great victory. It is midnight when these notes of
Vietory are sounded. Thon everything ceases at one
8iroke, for from that moment all things begin %o -
mnove forwards tovards the dawm and daylightl *

Thus we see that there is much ado conceraing the
8aylns of "masses" for the dead, So as to move thoir souls
on throuzh Hades and to final roincarnation, and affer a
Humber of reinecarnations, it will attain to final Buddha=
hood and be satisfied to remain in a worshpful pesition
forevermore with eyes fixed thanksgivingly forever on
Buddha vhoy the Buddhist monks say has mads all this
Possible. There moy be some who will dispute that this
vhole process of praying lost sinners out of hell has
anything to do with sncestor worship, but since popular
bolief has assigned this third soul to & rip through Hades,
Dopuler faney also insists upon prayers, not so much %o
this soul in hell as for it. After all, ancestor viorship
1s practised, not so much as a rule to venerate end honor
end worship the ancestor, as it is %o avoid the possibility
Of angering the departed spirits lest they wreak vengeance
and harm upon the remaining ones. :

IECAPITATED PERSONS One or another may think some
of the customs foolish to the extreme, bus i is populerly
balieved that 1t is very easy to decdiye the gods, In
this connection there is or was a special practice used
by some in connection with persons decapitated for some
oriminal offence. If such a thing happensd in the vicinity

* neichﬂlt. OD. g_j_-_to P 92«96,
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of Shasi, Hupeh, China in the case of peopla with "face™®
thoy would look for tho body of the exscuted one after -
nightfall and also look about for the head which;had probably
been kicked cboui the lot a great deal during the day by
Mon and viomen and by young and old, vhich thing the wwriter
has witnossed, and when found, they would employ an expers
Sshoemaker vho would carefully @rr the head back onto the
body. For this ho roceived a very fina consideration, a
hendsome foe, Tho family of the decapitated man folt
that thus they would be able to deceive the devil-hangmen
in hell and the decoased would have an opportunity to
Pass through Ha des aad one dey ba reincarnated, whereas,
1f the deceased would appear dovn in the lower reglons

in a headless condition, or perhaps ecarrying his head

in his hands, there simply would be no chance whatever

of emcape or reloase.

The worshlp by descendants is, as we have seen, practised
Sevoral timos a year before the ancestor buried in the
érave. However, most frequently the descendants bring
their petlitions and smnouncements before the soul of the
ancestor reomaining in the ancestral tablet which remains
rizht in the home for a number of years and only eventually
vhen most direct descendants are also in the graves is
the ancestral toblet taken avay to the ancestral shrine,
where it is all but forgotten. The souls in hell may be
prayed to, may be feared, but anything done for them 1s
usually done through the so-called masses for the dead,

—a sl
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Which ere performed in the home at the instigation of the
direct descondants for the souls of thoir own ancestors,
and vhich masses or prayers are nade publicly as we saw
from Reichelt for tho wandering spirits, thet is for those
Who had no loving descondants to look after their affairs.

Thus we have presoanied the situation, shoving vhat
the peoplo Ghink happens to the ancestors and vhat they
think they ouzht to do for them, That these beliefs are
vell-ihgh univorsal vould stamp this as a greet religious
Practlice, and cnyihing so great 1s a formidable enemy or
foe, a.d in owr onse, a foa of the Gospel. What ghall
Do tho Clristilan cttitude towards ancestor worship? This
7111 be sot forth in a brief concluding chaNG_r-'




CHAPTER FIVE
ATTITUDE OF CHRISTIANITY

Ancestor worship is gross ildolatry. Idolatry is actually
to regard and adore a oreature as God, or to fear, lov;. or
trust in creatures as we should fear, love, and trust in
God alone. (Is. 42, 8; Matth 4, 10; Matth. 10, 37; P8, 42,
11; Ps. 75, 25, 26; 1 Sam, 28; Ex, 20, 3 ££.) . =~ ° I,
Furthermore, the Seriptures know nothing of a purgatorial
8ystem for the explatorial purification of souls after
death, (ILuk: 23, 43; Rev. 14, 13; Iuke 16, 23. 24; Matt.
7, 13; Hatth, 25, 46; John 3, 18, 36.) The Roman Catholic
church had a sinilar system, also not founded upon the
Seriptures. Of them Dr, F. Plepsr wrote, "Das roemische
FEGFEUER (purgatorium), in das Rom die Seelen der Glasubigen
Verseitzt, un noch ruackstasndige zeltliche Strafen abzu-
bueszen, ist oine pure Erdichtung." * Iuther sald,
"Sonderlich sind das eitel Iuogen mit dem Fegfeuer; denn
dasselbe 1st auf oitel gotilos Vesen wnd Unglauben ge=
grusndet. Denn sie verlougnen die Iehre, dnsz der Glaube
Selig nache, und setzen die Genugtumg foer die Suende
els die Ursache dor Saligkeit.® **

Hore we should and do rest our eabe._ Sola Scriptural
But 1% would be interesting to see what attitudes other
Christians have taken, The Roman Catholic church has
taken several attitudes, whilst the earlier Protestant

¥ ¥. Pleper, Christliche Dognatik, Band III, p. 576,
*+ Tnthar, 5t. Touls, I 1768, omoted fron Fleper,locs olte
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churches stood adenmant against permitting ancestor worship
in Christian churches. However, later on some of the
Protestants took a different attitude.

IHE ATPITUDE OF TIR Hatteo Ricol, the first
noted Jesult loader, hed viewed
ROLIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH the ancestral rites as merely

civil and secular in their
nature, and had tolercted the practice of them by Christian
converis. Hg had writien,
"They do not recognize in the dead
any divinlty, they do not ask anything
of them: that is why thero 1s absolutely
0 trace of idolatry in it."
Justified by these views, a gemeral folerance was observed.
» « o These concessions were regardsd as only temporary
and as destined $o be gradually abandoned with the growth
in power end influence of the Ghristian church.

But the equilibrium of this Jesult compromise was soon
upset whon, aficr 1631, mombers of the Dominican and
Franciscan orders befan to join the group of Catholic
Dl sionarieos. Tho Dominicans proved to have positive
1deas on tho subject of ancestor worship which lad them
%0 "view wiith alarm" the laxzer practics of the Jesuits.

The Donlniean loader who first voleed this opposition )
vas Jean=-B aptisito lorales. . » « 1t was brought to official
notice whon liorales visitod Rome in 1643 and submitted o the
Holy See o sorles of "quasilons or doubts" suggested by the
varying ansvers to the quaestion of ancestor worship among
Chrigtiana, These questions were answered on September

12, 1645, by a decrae of tho Congregation of the Frope=
gonda %o which Pope Innocent X gave his approval. The
decreo, which vas not concorned with the truth of tho facts
8et forth by llorales, simply condomned ond prohibited the
rites as he described them. Since everything, hovever,
depended on Tow tho rites were described, the Jesults in
China were not disposed to acquiesce, and sent Father
Hertini to Roma to represent the ancestral rites as acts

of f£ilial respect and gratitude without religious signi-
ficance. On tho basis of this desoription a decree was
issued in 1656, approved by Pope Alexander VII, which )
(though ccutiously worded, with an eye o the prev:l.oug :Eo:'n
sanctioned the practice of the ancastral r:l.ims3 excep forrad
the "superstitious" fcatures to vhich we have Jush retgon .
Though this officlal response naturally gave sabisfac

to the Jesults, the Dominicams could not accept 1% as

nullifying the responsa of 1645.

On Maroh 26, 1693, Charlss Malgrot, the Vicar Apostolic
of Fulkien, pubiislmd.a charge to all the nissionaries in
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his vicoriate, forbidding the mermission to Christlans under
any circunstances of participatilon in the solemn sacrifices
or offerinzs in honor of the doad. Jncastral tablets were

to be authorized only if the usual inseriptlons weTe ohengcd
and a profession of Christien foith inscribed thorewlth.

Thus the controversy continued back and forth with many
appeals %o tho popes and nmany dsorees loid domn. The Jesults .
thought they hod o great victory vhon they succeeded in seonrl.né
from Emperor K'cng-hsl an official public statement approving
the Jesuli interpretation of tho ancestral rites as purely
celvil ond non-religious. In Sepiember 1700 ¢ho new DpoDe,
Clement XI,rendered a decision: Christians must not be permitted
to perform tho customary offerings or rites, vhether "solemn™
or "less solemm", eliher before the ancesiral teblets or ab
the tonbs, even 1f thoy profess that the rites are non-religious,
So as not to offond she Jesulis they did noi: publish this
decree from ithe pope, bu; began to enforce it gradually,.

When the emporer X'ang-hsi heoard abous 1t he was indignant,

He decreed that missioneries could preach the Gospel only to
such as promised not to oppose tha rites. If the missionaries
did othexwise, oxpulsion would be their punlshment, There

th ¥ wero, expulsion from the country on the one hand, and
eXxcommunlcation on stho other. Some were expelled, smong them
being the pope's commissioner., Others like the Jesults took
& lax attitudo, did what the omperor sald, Teported nothing
the pope who was fer away and oarried on that way for a vhile.
In 1710 after aishiy years of biiter controversy the pope
ordered Christian participation in ancestral sacrifices for-

*Add:l.aon. 0D. c.‘!.t.GOf:E'_.
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bldden, evon o those vho protest that the acts are non=-religlous.
Ho put the missionaries all under oath o carry out this decree
and grodunlly rosistance collapssd. Bubt the hablt was deepe
Tootad and firmly established and only a minority among the
lower classes were willing to drop the rite. The literatl
Teslsted and bocams embitiered sgalnst the Christlem propa=
ganda and porsecutlon began. The emperor, so long the friend
of tho church, now becamo its bititer enemy and persecutiers
Wischin a yeer he signed a decree which ordained the expulsion
O0f all Christion misslonaries and the destruction of their
churches. The danage had been done, the church dwindled in
nunmbers and influence and maintained a flustuating and
unceriein life until its revival in the nineteenth century.
For a vhile spocial "pormissions® were granted, bub later
Bonediot XIV dofinitely brought tha Catholic controversy to

& c'onelﬁsion. he ropuiliaied the special "permissions®, put
all nissionaricos under oath ggain, and lssuod a decree, SO.
"vigorous and so ruthlessly dotailed that the papal decisions
Were at last securely riveted upon the enfeebled church in
China,’

AITCE5TOR VORSHIP Until recent years there was almost
AND TRODESTANTISH unaninity of opinion concerning this
question. ™"Except for occasional references to ancestor wore
ship in tho publishsd books and Teports of missionaries,

nearly cll of vhich condemn the rites as "ldolatrous®, the
problem was not brouzhi before ths missionary public until

1877, after seventy yoars of Protestant work." *

* Addison, op. cit. D. 73.
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In Moy 1877 g mootinz was hold in Shanghal ab vhich a papeT
on ancestor worship was road, vhich condemned all the rites
as midolatrous." Tho paper expressed violent opposition to
any forn of concesslon on tha part of the Christlan churche
In Mny 1900 o noted sinologus, he Fev. We A B Uartin, end

o £rlond of the litorati, Tead o paper entltled, "The Viorship
of Ancostors =- o Flea for Toleraition," which emphasized the

classlcal interpretation of the rites and minimized thelir |
Telizious siznificonce. The other leading paper Gook the :
orthodox viaw, 1t being read by the Rev. H. Blodget. le sald,
"Well will iL be for FProtestent missions if

in {he future, as in thn pash, no concesslons

erc nmnda o ancestral vorship." *
Several of tho nisslonaries present hovever volced Ghelr
synpathy for lartin's idea. But the debate closed with an
appeal from Hudson Toaylor, of the China Inland ilission,
vho $ook the floor Wo say, -

"I trust that ell those who wish o raise

an indignant protest egainst the conclusion

of Dr, liortin's peper will signify it by rising." *
And almost the vhole audience rose. However, ome could
Bee that ancestor worship was at last getting a small
following. A% a meeting in 1907 "liberal views weTe
freely expressed which would have been Tegarded at the
earlier gatherings as dus to the direct interv ention
of Satan." * The debate at this meeting culminated in
the adoption of four resolutions vhich may justly be viewed
a8 a sumnary of present=-day Protestant opinion. They
| Tead as follows:* |
¥ XdTson, op, oit. 74 ££, cuoving from China Centenary

- Missionary Conforence Becords, H. Y., ned. and Missionary
_Review of the World, Dec. 1918, pp. 863 ££.
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"I, Thabt vihlle the worship of cnoastors is
incompatlible with an onlighiened end spiritual
concepilion of the Christion folth, and so can=
not be toloraited oo a practice in the Christlen
Church, yet ve should bo careful fo encourage
in our Christian converts the feeling of reverence
for the momory of tho departed vhich this custom ’
secks to express, ond o impress upon the Chinese
in general tho faot that Christians atlach great
inportonce o £illal ploty.

"II. Thot rocognizing the full provision made
in Christienity for Ghe highest developmont end
oxpression of f£iliul plety, this Conference Te=
connonds that grecter prominence be given in
Preaching, in toaching, and in religious observe
tnees, o the prectical duty of reverencs to
Darents, and thus nake it evident io non- Christlans
that she Church regards fillel plety as one of
the highest of Christian dubles.

"III. XRocognlzing that in roplacing the wor
of ancestors in China by'Christlanliy, mamy delica
and difficuli quostions’inevitably arise, w vould
emphasize Glie neocessliy for the confinuance educasion
oL the consclonce of ihe members of the Uhristiom
Church by vhon 21l such quastions must ultimately
be adjusiod, expressing our confidence that,
through the leading and 1llfininafion of the Spirit
ozjlg Goa:i the Church vill be guided into right lines
of aciion.

"IV. 7Thot this conforonce recommends our Chingse
brethren %o encouraege an affeotionate remembrance
of the dead by beaubifying graves and erecting:
useful nenorizls o parents and ancestors, by
building or endowing churchas, schools, hospitals,
asylums, and other charitable institutions as is
comnon in all Christien lands, thus meking memorials
of the denarted o meens of helping the living
through successive geonerations,? *

From these reporis we see that "ancestor ;'m'shil' is
st1ll one of itho groatest obstacles to tho spread of
Christionity," says Addison*, vwho edds however, that the
Protestant churches have & .« . o fairly uniform attitude.
» » o Thoy havae dafinedfancostor worship? as trus worship

~ % Addison, Op. clb. 76 and p. 77EL.
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and fletly condermed it ag Mdolatvuus." . « o Tho prime
Teason for this Protcotont uniformity is of course the plain
fact that cncestor worship, as vwe have seen, 1s a genuine
Teligion in the lives of meny millions. « » o The Teliglous
81de of ancastor worship vas too obvious to bo ignored. "
On the other hond we olso Tead in Addison the sentence, ;

"Some evén sugzost encouraglng proyers for the dead

on tho no% unreasonable plea that vhe Ohinase need

not forevaxr remnain Irotvesitent Furitans.”
Of cowrse, ho Hook this thought from othors, bub when
he inserts the word "ot mlreasoxw.bl; Dlea" without quota=-
tlon marks, cerioinly they may be held o refleol his
opinion. This ho could vell have omitted to his owncredit.

Dofintely, w nust ask owr
Christlans in China to nake a
oclgan break with ancestor worship.
We have offen heerd the romark that

SHALL VE CFIER ANY
SUGEISTIONS IN PLACE
OF . HCESTOR VORSHIP?

Vhon people joln the Christian church they "sell their
ancestors.” Fearing Ghls acousation has provented many a
Person from makin; o decision for Christ, Bui hore the mis-
slonary must use Hact. llore then ever nust the fowrth com-
mandment be tauzht. Ve most constently emphasize and re-
enphasize that Chrisulons do not "sell their sncestors,”

but out of the feor of God and the love of God we honor

our father end our mother even more deoply, for we fully

Iknow the story of creation, Ve may also encoursge ihe hanging
of pictures of tho deceased loved omes, howeder in eeparate
parts of the wall apart from the center rear wall., The
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missionary must nmolon cure that the old ancestor tablet is
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elther surrondered to hin, or elce destroyed before witnossese
The niasionary will £ind {hat bofore entering tho church they
may hand 1 over %o some Degan relative ™o .W-W 55111 :hm
some use for 1i." This is elso done with idols no longer
wanted. This prectlce should be dlscouraged and forbldden.
In many cases the Catholic church permils a cross where 1dols
and Ghe ancestor tablet stood befora. Lost Chinese don't
hesitate cboui such an exchange Vvery long and keep right on
with the same prosirations before ihe fomlly altar. Some
Chinesc have aven Gold:the writer that they saw not a great
deal of diffgwronce bebwoon having a crueifix with Jesus affind
end having another idol. The practlca of having a cruclfix

on tUhe funlly altar should be discouraged. A cross may be
bobier, We hove found that 1t is a jood suggestlon %o

our members thot they have the words of the lord's Frayer
neatly v.-.'rii:"#en by & good vwriter ond hunz in the cenler rear
wall., ilo nistake 1z possible in this conmneetion, in fach

i1t is clways o roninder to prey to tho trus God. Another
Practice 1s to hong a largo paper aoroll'on vhich is printed
& large red cross. This may bo hung in the conter of the
rear wall in ths place vhero the idols and the zncestor
tablat formorly stood. Usually there 1s space at the bottom
for tho names of the fanily to be written in, that 1s, wheTe
tho names of all bapiized membors of the fanily may bo vritten.
A lggend is printed.in bold lotters, "Belonging to the Tord.T
The large red oross fron o dlstance ildentifies this family

with Chris#, =nd tho nanes bolow &ro a confossion.

et
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Records of ihe fanlly may bo kept in the family Bible in
Spacea provided instead of on sha ancesiral tablety Ve may
also exncourage our peoyle to teke very good care of the grave's.
. for outside of the Chlinz ling Festival often the graves are
not looked afior oll year. Our Christians have already begun
%0 talw nuch beitber cure of their graves than do tha pagaus
vho vorship ileir oncestors. A memoricl day somevhab as ve

ave 1% in the Unlted itates may not be wrong, and ve maa
teach them how o observe such a day‘ without worshipping
at ths groves. lomorinl tablots in the churchss may also
8olve a difficuliy. Instcad of sponding huge sms to ray

the aneoators oub of Hades 1t wore better o establish a
memoricl of some kind for the éreotion of churches or other
charitable instituilons, 4nd after all, as stated before,

We must chow our people as well as tho outsider by word

and doed shabt our people through keeping the fourth command-
mont reverance and hoxnor thoir parents even more than they
did before. In this coaneciilon a warning musi also be
sounded in adveuace Go oabochumens ead Hime and agein to

owr memlers ¢o lmwep the nmesiter before yaga.h par&nts that
they now ure Ciwistlans and as such cen at Hew Year's day
and other times :10::lonser prostrate themselves before them, ;
that is, kowbow b efore thenm in worship. On the other hand
they should comsionitly Tenew their love fo them end for Ghem
and promise $0 be true o them and ever Teverence them, even
though they themsolves do not become Christien, That is
truly hénorin; father end mother. Ho longer dare a Christiam
coudle Xowiow before the cncastral tablet or tha gods together
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to conefude their marrisge ceremony, bubt they should wich the

consent of tholr puvents pledge thelir vows in a Christlan
way before iheir pastor cnd in church if possible. ZThese
are only o fow of the "substitublons" that may be made, only
& fow of bhc sugcestlons &s to perploxing problems arising
out of our opposiiion o this ancleni relizion, ancestor
worship. Ths missionary will continue to vse tach and
Dastorel wisdom (o overcome all difficulties. When Ghe
Chingse Joins iho Clristian church, he knowa he must part
from these old woyse It 13 one of the things ha realizes
very viell shii he can no longer give any honor and worship
to men shat must be givon God alone. "fhou shalt love the
Lord $hy Cod ond Him only shalt thow serve," and "Thou shalt
have no othor gods bofore me," and still, "Ihou shalt honor

thy fathor and shy mother.”
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