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-1&. 
from V1b1oh t he child Saul J41ght read and otua,, ftd.S pol• 

baa, been.grnvely doubted because of t110 proh1b1tlve coat ot 

tranoor!l>ine; t he ontire Book, Houeve:r, these po1nta closern 

noto I To t he p1oue, G'.nd e:~pea1ally the r h;u'lsaio Jow b1a 

Ntl1g1on r1t1.a tlle -center 01' h1s 11re. lie 11ved in tlle· Torah. 

Therefore, 1t :il e poasi bly oould aff ord 1-t;; h~ v,ou14 have 1n . 
his. poooess1on a treaoured copy of. tho. Lai-;·•. J'Joreover, tbere 

oore l ~A"68 hosta ot Bo1"1bes t brou{Shout Jet1e17 Whose duty 1 t 

r,as to t1•anscr1 be t h.a Sor12Jtures; and consoquentl.J tho pe.roh.• 

JJ1ento mey not heve been as ~xrieno1 ve as we a~ th1nk11 At the 

vcn."7 l ee.at, al F.oat '!i'11thout· exce1 t1on, the Jov1lsh 1'am11j' had in 

1 ts po: oeos10n the po.2.•clll!lo nt ~los contru.n1ng the "Shem, n the 
·- ./ 

"HaJ.lel11 (I's• 113•118), 'i)lo portion :.""elatinG the ll1oto17 tl"'Om 

tho Cl'eat1on ~o t he Floop., and tlle first o1Sh1; 3beptara ot the 

Dook of r .. ev1t1cuo.1 Therefore, 1n· view of' tlle prevalonoe of 

tbe Sor1:9tu1'8ES emons t he Je,,a, tho Pl11;1.nsa10 otand1f16 of the 

Paul.1ne fam11y, m1d t lte1:r at least t~ .1'1nan01al otatus, we are 

0Cl'tl?.1 i1 t hat t hey :)OOf:8SSea i'!t l e~t pol't10DD of' the. 

80l"ip-tu1"eEJ e.nd vei"Y much incl:tned to bel :levo th~t th8J' were in 

posoeosion o~ B completo Old Testament Bible • . . 

It might el.so bo c.<.lded. 1.het emong the Je\'18 provioiona 

ve1'"8 me.de tor adult trmmns, 1.n order that th91 mi ght be so 

moh more C'-'1)eJjJ.o of' teaching their Cl!1lc!lren. Bos1dea the 

GynQGogue s.el"\t1ce 1 taelt, wllioh \'laB largely a teach1ns service .• 

there ,,oro 11eld~ in oonneoti on m. th the. various syn03oguea• 

1tlformal publ1_o forums~ ,\?herein the acr1'1>eo taught mid d1a­

oueoe4 v,1 th t l1e poople the Torah. Saul' a parent8 would be 
1mershe1m, Jen1Sh,!ooJ:al J4.te, P• 117., 
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Among t hooa l)l"G&ent a.t. tho Tarouo ~~ogue on Sabbath and 

t'eaet-dll\Y &.tternoons •. 

A moat a1gn1f1cant question muot be touched upon here. 

·:,hat via.a; oa r m• ri.o 't':G c:m tell• the le.ns ueae 1n uoe 1n the 

Pauline home? In the fil'St 1,12.oe, we muot remember t hat the 

Scriptures ,10re wr1 tten 111 Hebrew. J~t t lle same time.. the 

Hebrew lenguv.ge heel l argely pa aaed out ot common ur:tase end the 

.llre.ina1c hc.d bocmJe t he every-day l .en§Uese of Jew1Dh conver­

aation. And r111e.l.ly, we ba.ve to consider the extont of Hellen-

1at1o 1nt'luence u.:. on the l'aul1no 1'arn1.ly.. our chief problem 1s 

to attempt to <11scove1• how n.'IU.ch t he l"htu:"2.se1cnl l?eul1ne family 

we.a 1n1'luonced by the vemacule.r G~ek of t he city in nhi ch 

t bey lived • 

. '\a our r :tr r;t cons1ue:rn1t1on ,·10 mi(!f1t te.ko coGni,zanoo ot the 

f a.ot t hc.t at 1'1110 • a time 2 lmowledge of' GNok ,1e.s rat.l'lei­

cow.-:on muon~;., t: 1e llP!Jel" cl aHaeo in Je1"Usalem. Moreover, i"rom 

the account of t ho t r u.nsln:tion ot· t he J:antateuch contained 1n 

tlle Lett oJ:1 or Ar!atea.s we learn that, "Rot only the authentic 

copy of' t h~ Law but t ho qual11"1ed t 1~ttnale.toro a.re brought 

from Jeruanlem. nl It ri.!ey be inferred, azJd w1 tll a degt"oe ot 

ple.ua1b11ity; t hat t be J ewo of the W.spere1on r:ere 1nf'luence4 

by t.'1e Greelt l a1 , u2ge to an even greater oxtcnt. nut. ilow 

about tile Phara1aa1c Paul1ne i'E!.!r.ily? :-:e ere .a.csu1"84 tllat among 

tbe h1$her cla.ooes l{ellen1st10 cultlll'O prevailed. DJ.4 t!1e 

Paulino f'am11y bolons to t he higher class? Undoubtedly not. 

1f Baul' s re.tllci.• \·1aa a t ent-ceko-r. Uoore aosw-ea us tlla.t the 

Ilollen1et10 J eus provided t bemselvas w1tb Greek tra."lslot1ona 
1C!uoted 1n G.F. !.oore,. Judaism.!!! ,!W!·,fJ.rot .Centuries 2t 

the Ohr!ct! an 11:::'!b Vol. l, P• ,22. . 



-18-

ot the Soz-1ptuN>s.- and that tho!'Oi'ore it. waaa•t noaeooa17 

foi- them to l"eo.d the ol'1s1nal. Hebrew.- OnlJ' the leamod among 

the Jews .,. he claims •. bua1ed th~mselves \'ilth tho otucl¥ ot t.'le 

or151na1. In the ceae of the l'auline 1'ea1ly tllo.t r11ther 

s~eeping s tntemont may re~ui~e Bo~ rostr1ct1onsr 'l'bat Q1ght 

nell be t,:-ue or tJe.ul' a parents 1f t heil" gI'oat-grenc:1!):ll'ODtB 

el.roe.~ moved to Tarsua,. more tmlikely 1f 111s s~mioparenta 

bad come t here, end,- -;,;e m1ght aa,,v, quite unlikely 11' bis 

pa::-ents t hernaelvao l-w.d moved f'rom Palestine (rJ11ere tl1ey. 

certw.n~1 \7ould lmve cp olten ArEL'ilaiO and "atad1e4 the Hebrew 

r-cri1,tu?'eD) to Tro"aus. Uf:J;re we muot recall the Pi'lar1·oa1o in• 

D1atence on t :rnd1tion m1d t l1e1r co11aequent pretex-ence tor the 

t1"e.dition, l !!eb1"e\, ~o-•1v tui•es and /'1."amalo dialect. At. t11e 

aamo t11?l(J , .ooro 's ete.:tement of t heir relation' to tlle Hebrew 

Sol"iptur eo at t bc.t time does n.ot well o.gree with the Jedi· 

1.•elat.1on to t.JeiI' own Y1dc1ieh ~orip tu1'180 m1d tongue in- our O\'ill 

(b.y ef'te1'" e.n edc1ed 1900 yeors or the D1s~ersion: tor it 1B 

often to be? ~ioticed t h~t, not, i ndoed, a:"JODG the aiucc.tocl anc1 
.. 

l1bo1 .. al1 but 1•athor &'long the lo:wer claus 01' Jews the Y1cl.d1sh 

Sor2.p turos enc: . even t he Yidc.U.eh lan8Ul.".88 are 1n frequent. uae. 

l.!oore'o wbol':> ergwnent, or c_ourse, preouppoceo the uoe or the 

Greek v13ma.cule.r in t he!l." claily conve1•aa.t1on. In defence of 

thio point r:e mlght orror the evidence of' recent pll1loloc5loal 

1nve&t1sat1on to t he effect that ·cul'o uoo or the Oreek 

la.'lGusse 1n his Epistles 1s of suoh quality that he mst haVe 

become f am111er w1 th 1 t aJ.roady 1n c11i1dhood. on the other 

hand, -r-10 ".1gbt :msgest t hc.t tl"..at tam111ar1ty mw be due larsely 

to his contaot w1 tll t he Greek l cn.,C;flage among tho 1nhab1 tnnts ot 
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farauo • • e would o:rtor bore ·the :famllio.r exBIIJ!)le of oh114ron 

of' Germa.n-s1>eak1ng 1·am111ee ln Engl.1Sh•opeak1ng nalGllbol'hooas 

&equ1!'1ng a !'luent usase o:l" the Eng].1Sh alreaa, before school 

ase. 

Bnchen, ,vho holds the view that tho daily converoo.tion 

of the I m.,11na ra.m1ly ,,a,s 1n the ,\i'amato le.ngue,se,. otters an 

1ntngu1ns Sl"Bttment to p1-ove 1110 point, which I ahould like to 

quote in full. Ho says: 

In 2 Co:r. 11,22, l'e.Ul 1a deolatted to be a "Iiebreu, 11 

a."lcl in Fbil. 3,5 he apn ea1"8 ao a. "Hobre\l ot Hebrews." The 
word "Hebro"tt" in these -1,assaseo cmmot indicate eere~· 
Io?-ael1t1Dh closocmt 01" general aclherence to the _Jewfs' 
l'Cl1g1on-. tf it tlid so it r,oulcl be a mee.n1nsJ,eoa repe­
tition or t he other t0ma used in the emao paosogoa. 
Obv1ouoly 1 t 1a &sed in fldne narrower owea. !rhe _'4.ey to 
its meaning 10 round in Acts 6,1, \?h&ro, m.th1n Judalsm, 
tbe 11Iiollen1sts" are distinguished from the 111lebi."fJWa, 11 

the Hellon1ats being tile Ja\'IS ot the Dispe1"8:lon Who 
ar,oke G1"Cek, o.nd t he Hcbre\79 the Jct,a of J;, aleottme Who 
opoko Ara.ma.le. In :E-h11. 3,5, therefol."81 Paul declares 
that he was an Ara.'lla1o-speek1ng Jew a.."ld descended fro!ll · 
ArarneJ.o-opecld.ng Jei"ls; l'.!"amaio was used 1n 111& boyhood 
home, w1d the Ft1.lest1n1an trBditI:on wu praserved.i 

It !s ov1d.Qnt th~.t 1110 -:1holo a.~en\ rests on the 1nterpre­

tnt1on of the word "Hebrer111 1n those passages. 

:.7o shall not pul."sue the ergur:iont. eny fEdrtller at th1a 

point because 1t ~dll be talten up from bore encl continued at 

various othc19 points t hroughout our otuc:1¥. Su1':f1ce 1 t to sey 1 

then_, tlla.t on the basis of the !r.ro::'I!lstion rre now have mi4 the 

1nferenoee \'iE> oan make, wo will have to ravor .olightly the 

View tbat the A?'e.meJ.o l&""l{SUe,«e wao the la.1')6Ue6G of dally oonver- • 

eato1on 1n tbe home 1n ,,111ah Paul 61'8-W up. ~-.betller tbq used 

tl1e Hebror, ScJ.'11ptures o.lao 1e more d1tr1oult to deter~ne 

beomase the evidence 1s even mor-e me(l8ar. It, hoeevor• the1~ 
2:Maollen, on. ~1t., P• 100. 
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use of t he Ar arnaio l anGUt'.88 could bo 11roven~ it would be 

PI'BOt1c~ly aeli'-ev~<lent that they uoed the IIebNu Torah aloo. 

·.:-1th rofe1'enco to the lnTib"llQSe 1n use 1n the Tarsus 

flyna.gosue tho :;.,roblem 10 a1r;u:;lif'ied becruise of laok ot info:r­

mat1on. For t he use or t ho Septuagint florlptures and the 

Greek verne.oulo.r in t lle cxpos1t1on we have only the evidence 

~hat 1 i \'10.S done e s1:ec1eJ.ly in lnter contul'ieo, For the use 

·pf tbo nobl"ew Toi .. o.l'l E'.nd the A1"m!laio in the o:cpoal t1on ne he.ve 

only tho char~cter1at1c Jewiqh excluoiveneoo and their 

extreme 11na.t.1one.1:1.sm," wh· ch \'1ould incline them to tlla 

3a:i;-1p turea and l e.nG'Ue,ae oS: their f at!1erland, ' liOUld 1 t be too 

l'"idiculous t.o Huggeat t hat,_ u1 th Jeu1Dh emphasis o~ universal 

"Chw.'c!l 3·L·ten~ce11 a.nu ecl.ude.tion• both Greelt and Arama.10 

s erv1ooe CJo.y llr.wo been hel 'd in tho ~eraus Sy?12Sogue'I 1'hst 

5aul hn.d o:J.Po?'t.un1 ty to hear tlle GNelc languaso 1n the 

Syno.~osue or Tarauo seomc qu11ie 11.tely thon; r,'hetbor or not 

t he Hebrew mid WflJ.l'Jt'J.c were use<.l, ,re ommot show. 

D1Bl!'.1BS1ng tor a While t b e V8Xb18 ,-anguege problem, '\'18 

may conti nue r1ith Gaul •s home t1•ain1ng. Hav!:ng oketoltcd the 

rel1s1ouc t1•a1n1ng of t he cbm.•acter1at~c Jaw1eh ol11ld of ~hat 

~, we mey turn nm, to 1 ta tWP11co.t1on,, tbe trsining 1n 

mor.eJ.n. ~e underlying IJr1n~1ple or all moral ·training uas, · 

· .of cou1.,se,, Jel'lovcll and t he obec11ence to h1s laua. Thus Philo 

oqs t.lle.t i11s people "were from tlle1r esadclliDG clothes, ·even 

beto:ro be1 ng· taught e1 tuer the saorocl le.,,n or tho ttn\'il'1 tten 

customo, trained by their pai""e11ts, tenchore,,. and ::.nst1"Uottrs to 

recognize. God ao Fathel' and aa Laker or the world. 1t1 In tllia 
1 . 

Quoted 1n Dana, ou. 01t., P• 15:;. 



tra1n1ng the !)a.rents were to be very- s1Jriot. It the ch114 

41.sobeyed, 1t wo.a the 1'o.thar·•a duty to oh:lllt1ae 1t. Bruta.Uty, 

hr.mover, -:as 1'o:rb1dtlen; and cba.at1sement ot a 6l'0\7Jl-UJ> SOD was 

forbidden on pun ot exoonnnunioat1on. l!:arnest aclmon1t1on waa 

Protorred to the e.:9pl1ce.t1on of the rod. 1b.e dom1tlat1ng. . . 
PP1lic1ple pei~ad1ns al~ of Je\'!1,fJh mol'81 tl'llining was the 1nte-

sret1on of rel1g1on and lite. 

The sharp d1ot1nct1on between tho rel1Q1ous and 
the s ecule.r, wb1ch often renders tut1lo the beat ettorts 
of the modem teacher ot r al.1g1on,. ,;ac not k.111om then• 
Rel1s 1on •.·,e.o not conf1necl' t.o cortm.n hours and to 
certa.1.n places; ond notb1ns \7ould have been stranger 
to the mi ncla oi' t hoso r>e :>r;le than special leosona. 
devoted. to it. It was co-extens1ve i11th llfe and COD• 
traolled ove1•y aot1on oi' man.l . 

Suoh tra.1n1nc el.one deservoo cl'8c:11t toI" t.he high state of 

rn01-»aJ.1 ty &.mOllG t he anolant Jetve, so tllat "no other Ch'1.ental. 

people of t he1:r clay lms ·rommned,. but the Jew wlth 111s coral. 

d1ac1pi1ne i s ,.'1th un yet."2 Su.oh \7a& tho oh1lmiood moral 

t:ra1n1ns of . 'a.Ul. of Tamua• .• 

At t he s c.r10 t ime t h e ·duty would devolve upon Saul1 D rather 

to teach 111s con e t r ade. Th_ere 10 no absolute proof ror the 

r ect thtt.t enu1.•a f ather uao a tent-raclte~, but, the 1nd1oat1ons 

that we l'leve point, au we he.ve ohoffll,. 1n that d1reot1on. ~d, 

~cording to custom, Saul '\TOUld inherit h1s i'ather'o tra4e • .. 

JU.a father ,vould besin ti,iich1ns lllim the trade ot tent-making . . .-. .... . . 

1n h1o chi ldhood alreadN• "J.em'lling at rm:, kind unaooompmd.e4 

. by a trado ends 1n nothing, ~.nO. londs to s3.n,_" oa14 Gamaliel.:, 

Another Re.bbl had naid, '' ~ihoever does not ~aah h1a eon a ~ade 

1a as 1f he brOUGht 111m up to be a robber. u/J ";le oball baVe 

~ ~oore1 .tm• c1 t., Vol. I, P• 228 .• 
F.P. Ol'aVes;-I St\:fent•·o Hist.or, st F4Y,:BtfiSlfj• P• ~. 

~
,_ F .. w. Farrar·, There and ':iol'k ot st. p ~01. 1, P• 23 • 

.___ _____ _ 
rahe1m, Jonish 5oo1ol. ,W!, P•· 190• • . 

• I 
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JIION to say on t111s point in connection tt1th 8aul1 D taklng 

up the na1,b1nate. 

And f!nal.ly ,·:o learn from Jewish trad1 tlon that the 

i'c.ther 11e.s expected al.so to t D.11:e e.t leaat an occaa1onol. part 

in the c!2lld' a amusemo-ats. There t;aa w1ndom even 1n t his, 

ao we can reed1ly 1~a11ze whG!! r:e compa..., thG Greek oustom of 

s1v~:ns the child's r eoroe.t1on to tho ''PodaBogue" mo all 

too often taught t he child i m:oorsl.1 ty and homooexual.1 ty 

rather tlutn ga.'DeD and sports. The Jews ne~, however, to 

have lmd 11ttla interest in SYmna&tic exet901so1r, and -:,reot­

ling w!!.th scenty attire uas eopeoiaJ.ly l9athesome. :-hetller 

Saul •a f ather toolt time on f;abb o.th and test1val a.a,o to teaob 

him ne\1 ao.nen we do not know. · He did, ho\1ever, undoubt~ 

teach hie Dem to s1.·11~; f'or the.t cluty \7aB required of eYOJ!'I 

JEm1Dh re.ther. J\.nd theBe f':ll"st lessons in the Cydnus or the 

l !ed1 ter.?."ot1ean appa.rently stood 111m in soo<l stead later on 

(Acts 27, li-3.lJ.4.; c.ts i,ec1ally ~ Coia. 11,25). 



CHAPTER IV 

SAUL'Ei FIRS~ li"'ORHAL SCHOOLIIII 

In all f31rneos 1t muot bo eilm1tted llere as;ain that we 

hP.vo 1n ~11 or our primeey oou~os not one d1reo.t statement to 

the effect t hat nt. l- o.ul o.ttendsd the elementary aohool 1n 

farsuo aa D. child. ?levo:rtheleaa. such statements as \18 t1n4 

1n Acta 22,3 mid Ph11; 3,5 imply ve1!J strongly that he 414 

a.ttend a.11 elementary nohool there; Then too1 h1a liiter stucliea 

tor the l"abb111a.te in Jerusalem almost r1ooesaar11.y poat11iate 

an elementlµ'y eduoat.1on in Te.rsus. But ue find stlll other 

reo.sona 1n Jewish !.1sto1'7. 

our 1'17'st ?.•eaeon t\rioeo 1'rom tllo \71c.'lasprea4 charaoter of 

Jew1e11 educe.tion. Nathnn 1.orr:t.s tolls uo that, "the COIJIJul• 

BOJ."Y and ·unive1"ao.l. oyetem or education 1s, or ccurse., entirely 

a Pl"oduot of t he mode1"D. nat..1onfll ate.te. 111 Thnt· statement 1& 

true if co1•rectly tmderaotood to mean tbe.t ne.t1onal laws en­

i'orc,.ng un1 ve?>cal oduce.t1on are e. modem innovation, Hor.ever, 

amons t he Jeua there wa.a an unt7rttten law that every city with 

ten JeWi.sb tsmiliea (according to llaimonldea• 120 tamllle~ or 

25 boys of suitable i'.80) should oatabllsh a sobool. In raot,the 

duty ot education -wo.e clearly 1mplled in tile i'Orah 1 tselt • And 

so, in l-al.est.1ne a.t least, it ::uet be admtted thtlt f;Choola were 

qUi te general. i 'ra.di ti.on has 1 t that Joshua; the son ot Oam­

ala; 1ntroducod CbJDVtilSOl'Y education in eve'f!J tonn tor all 

Oh1ldi-en above 'tho ase ot six. H1ghl.J taJJuloua 1a the tra-

41 t1on th!'.t at ono t11.1e there t:el'Et 480 aohools 1n Jerusalem 
i Uorr1a. op. cit .. , P• 46. --
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alono • Somei·:mt clooer to tho truth may be the assertion 

thct 1t ~me cona1dered unlawru1, sinful to 11VG 1n a o11iy 

,.,here there •,as no eohool. Ho,·!over, whon Nfo:rr1l'J8 to the 

D1aspol"a \1e muat qunl1Cy o'll?' stater.Jents. The assertion that 

nthe1'8 would, at tll1s .. time, be an elementary ocmol wherever 

tbei•e '7as a syne.gogue111 might not hold true in every case 

· because o:r circumstanceo ti1emselvas. One -:7rttor2 ~ col'l"eot­

ly observed tha.t we muct ~ot,. ·t1"0ID the general reterenoes 1n 

Joeepbuo and the Talmud to the duty of child education 

end the em11lla.a1s pla.ced upon 1 t,- . co11clude that a un1 versal 

education by any mos.no existed 1n t:1e D1spero1on., 1n i'ao't 

even i n Fo.lost..::..no end Babylonia. Nevertheless, it JJUSt be 

Daid that t he clea.rly 111'0.'llied duty to educate cb1lclJ:ten naa 

theN. It 1noy well be tllet ·at !'1rat,. in tlle D1op·ors1on, the 

Pa.?'onta atte1npted to ca11ry out that duty themoelves •. or, \'J1 th 

the aid or a tutor ii' they could a1'1'ord one11• But ouch 

1notruot1.on ni1.1st neoensa?'ily be 1.nsurr101ont. ,:'hererore, aa 

soon e.e t here wcn"G enough Jev,e settled i n one locality to 

enable tl.em to eatebl1eh a Synagoi:ue, they muld attach to it 

a. sohool soon ~f ter. In so re:r 1 t r:a.s a parental duty• 

.i'.nd once auch a school has eatab11 shed, them it becaoe 

a otr!nsont duty of o.11 po.Nnts to send their c1·ildren1 Ho"• 

ever, tlle method followed was enoOUl'agement rather than com­

puloion.. Hillel said: "The more teaoh1118 of the Lat,; the 

mal'e lite; the :~1ore schools. the more vd.sdom," and '!fbe igno­

l'amua oam1ot be t1,1l.y p1ous.'!3 In taot, the stucliJ ot the La• 

was esteemed above all other deeds end virtues. slor.eover. lt 

~!. Haoti nss, D1ot1~rm7 of lb!, Bible, Vol. I, P• 650. 
31.torrla, 9l?. • 03: f, • , pp• 18::ao • 
Goldberg and Benaorley, out11no ,st JeWiph P)owledp, Vol. 

III, P• 518. 
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•1aa also the duty of the oommunity to prOVlde eauoat1on for 

the poor. Little 1 .. eoepte.cles t1ere pvovldod in the Byna­

sosue, 1nto r:h•" oh free-~1111 contr1but1ono uere to be t hrown 

for tlte eduo~t1011 of' t he poor ancl 0!'f1ho.ns. 

Iloweve1 .. , all t h1o l"'Oi'or e oi'lly to ecluoe.t1on for the boy.a. 

Girls, ,,1th but !'er, (moept1ona, received no more educntlon 

tban t lmt Vll'?~.oh t heir :1,.: i~1 .. ents could give t llem ~t home. ~t 

\·;ould 0 0 1. s1ot, of couree, - loo in an clementar,y ctuey of the 

Torah; but Pl"1mai .. 11y 111 t be oult1vet1on of tl10 clomast1o ert.s to 

p r ep· re t.bea r o:r mm.,1tal duties 3nd r;othc:rhood. Above· all, 

tbey \"JOUl d l eS\I'n !:iUCll or t he Le.w ,.n t heir a.ttet'?danOe at the 
5:vn<'.gogue \'10l"C1 1p . . " •omen," 1t \'1as said, ·11a1"0 of a l16ht m1n4J"1 

and t he1 ... c f j 1"e i t ea un111a~ to s 1ve t lJem too c;ood an oducat1on. 

Hatu1"'al.ly t ho main t"er.1.aon wne, that Wo:?an'a plnae i7~ 1n tile 

home. 

i'hougll r;e ocwr ot conclusively prove tlle.t a Gynegogue 

school <m i ot ed :1.n Ta,rsus at Saul •s tine, we heve,. ea i·;e ·11ave 

shov;n; vcey good &v1dence for 1to e31stcnco. St, Paul'o ol'ID 

ota.temente 1n ;lots 22,3 and r h1.l. :,,5,. the tsot t hat the Jews 

al.\vcys eat:wl1shed a .SJna3oGUe school so soon as the Je'li71Bh 

POPUlt'.t1on ancl th.e11 .. meana ,·,a t"~e.nted it, and t.b~\t t i1e1"8 wu 

at,. Saul 'a t1me, ~.s hiot.017 eho\;o,. a r ather l arge population 

of Jena 1n Tm .. auo, - t hese re.eta make 1t Blmst neoeaetU7 

tor uc to assume t :1at tbere \iQB m1 elementary aohool in tarsus!' 

And oo,. ~h1le Gau1•s aietor uou1d Noe1ve her tllll1n1'Df3 at 

home., the YO'lm3 boy nould bo c1111gently sent to the SynQGogue 

ochool_ by his Phe.ris~o pp.rents. There could be little a-,ubt, 
1100.ere11e1m, Jen1Dh s oc1Bl r,1te, P• 1:,,. 
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but the.t,, since no doubt suob n eoboo1 d14 exist thero, 9aul 

WouJ.d e · tend that aohool 1n pNterenao to a Greek school~ 

From Who.t \':e !mow or the pcam11sm c.nd· c nsequont 1rnmoral11.7 

porvacll?JG . the Greek achoole (enpeo1el.ly 1n Tarsus) at the 

time, ue could hardly conoe1v·e of a PllN'lsalc family send1ns· 

tbe11• oon t such a. fJQb.ool. That B?!9£.;ument would re·qu1re sorious 

oonn1dernt.1on even 1t 1 t could be pl"Oven tho.t' no Synagogue 
. 

Dchool e;-:1ated :; n Taraus at th~.t t1ae. 

Before f.l l"Ooeed \ ng to deso1"1'be the charact~r1Bt1o fJyne,3ogue 

Dcbool of tlle t,.a e ~ 1 t wht be ,,ell to sketch l;>r1e~ the Jew­

ish Dchool oyotem ,.,,.tli 1to· vm-1ous levels. 'l'he Jowisll male's 

111'e wa.a o t.1t.11ned 1n the ro~lon1ns -mannel": "At i'ive years ot 

ase, 1,00.t· r ig of t ho Bible; at ten yee.re, leum1ng tho Llishna.; 

e.t . t~1f,teen yea1"D, bout?d to t i: e comma. dments; at r1heen years., .. 
tbe DtllcJN of the TL\lmud; at oi(511teen yeP.J."81 merr!r1ge; at t\"1Gnfi¥1 . 

the 1ourau1t of trade or buuiness· (active 11t•111 Host ot tlleae 

statements ~ur:;ht to be, regal"dod a.a t he ideal rather than tho 

gcncrnl rule. 

In -1 ts golc1en OBEJ Je\iiB1'1 ecluoo.tion c11ot.1113t.11ohed rour 

k1mla of achoola. ~"hfiJ i'irst, !lim11Elr to our },1 .. eaent-day Kinc.lorr­

se.l"ten ,10..a an inf m1t school \'Jh1.ob tbe chlld nt:t.onded app1'0X• 

1mt~tely from t be lttll to t l1e 6tll year. IJext came tho eleaent317 

Bohool 1ncluc11DB t lle yeara betneen G ands,. Then there tollo,~4 

tho a~vo.naed elez:umtary school• or h1Gh ochool, compvio1ng t ile 

years from 10 to 14. tmd f inally I t here camo tlle AcadoJ!I' • or 

college, ,·t 1ose clD.Sses the boy. flould att.e. d until l!1D 18th or 

20th yeer)? 

~Ederabe1m, Jewish Social Lite, P·• 105. 81•94• 
P. :.--• l{r etzmann, Eduoatfon Among· the· Jewil•• pp_. 
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&>g1m1! J1G \'i1 t h t b.e Dlepo:ro1on, however• t,1110 woll­

Bl'.ra.nged acbool ayotem undo1."V1ent gx-ee.t ood1f1oat1c;,DD• In 

most oases only t '.'10 lt1.mls or Sclloolo, into \7h1oh the othera 

were 1naor-por :,.ted., \78:t~e eeintr.J.ned• t he DothlHa-oeter., or -----
elernentcu."'Y' ochool, r:\YJd t he AcadelJ\'f, ~r college. ·. In some 

1netmioes t he ,.ntcn"medic.te ochool• or high school• celled 

the Detb Ha-midd1~£lah, ~,: s el.so melnte.,.ned. 'l'hue, normallJ, 

the J ow1ah boy woul d utt-Enc'! t he <lementar, school rrom h1a 

6th t o hia 13th. ~eer. ~nd rrom 111s 1,th to lll)proX1.ca.tely his 

20th yee.1"', t h~.t ,.a, ii' ho at udied tor tbo rabbi nate. he 

uould a.tt.ond t i.e AcadeJJW • 

Be:f'o1'"8 auv :;i.:101nz to tbe oet,-up ot t . e domontary school 

, 7e ouc;bt .i.'1rot to r o.tleat bri efly ~on tbe Jcw18h phllosop)JN 

01' education, the connection betm3en e, SynDSo~ue school ot 

tbe D1l-1por s 1on :.'\11d tho Ter:QPle at Jcrusal.em• and tho extent ot 

Greek :1nfluenca ~n u fiynr,eos uo ·uohool ot tile m.spero1on. 

The i'oll0\'11116 1s, I believe, a very tine summary ot t11G 

\7bole t !1t,ol"J un,dcn~1y1ns all or J en1Dh education: 

Uebi"'et'I education 10 unlike any other ':'1iu?.tnoevor 1n 
the.t 1t 1:i~ e 0o4 t he becs1nni1J6• It besan, therefore, 
by teec111ng t he c!.1ld t he i:X>Ot goner::!l. and un1veraal.1 
a.TJd not the l)articular. It began ~1th t he soc1Dl ana. 
not t he :tild1v1dual;. with t he peroonal and et.hlolll., and 
not w1 tl_ t b.it'.gs. It bec;e.n \11th t he cl>e,tract and 
unseen, "'lld not \71 th the s een mid the oonorete I ui th 
obecl1enoe to la.n and reverar>oe ror God, and not 1n t he 
aoqu1o1"tion of t be arts of reading c.nd \7rit1ns• Truth ·was 
deduced from t h1o d1v1no, or i ginal pr!no1.ple, and 
not l earned by induction. Je~ish education t'il38 
S!J1:r1tWll, m1d t herefore 1t stood 1n· direct contra­
diction. to t he ODP1r1oal and natural1at1o syntems ot 
othoz- p eop lea. The toot t hat 1t baa outlasted eveJ!'I 
other syntom 't';b~tsoover maltes 1 t the coot ouoaeostul 
e4ucat1onel. ewenment over: ategod in tho i11stor, of" 
01 v111aat1 ~n .J.-

2P • .r. J.1ar1que• Hiotoa !ll. Chr-1stian muaation. Vol.I, P• 151• 
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