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PART ONZ: A SURVEY OF HITTITE EXCAVATIONS

Until about 50 -years ago the Hittites were still group-
ed with the Hivites, Jebusites, and other tribes as an insig-
nificant sSyrian group unknown outside of the Bible. At that
time 1t was not known that the Hittites could be identified
With the Kheta in the Egyptian records and the Khatti in the
cunieform tablets of Assyria. Evidence, however, had point-
ed to Asia Iinor as their home, and when therefore in the
nineteenth century monuments were found at Aleppo and Car-
chemish on the Zuphrates, Hamath on the Crontes, and other
8ites in Asis Iiinor, Syria, Cappadocia, and elsewhere, =
monuments of unusual style and with inscriptions written in
unknown hieroglyphics, = it was natural to attribute them to
this nation whose existence was known, but whoaé civilizat-
ion hed not as yot been uncovered.

Prof. Garstang* of the University of Liverpool names
three achievements of modern times that were of greatest im-
portance .'Ln' restoring the forgotten Hittites Empire to its
Pla_ce in history., Tho first of these was Prof. Sayce's re-
construction of the Zmpire in 1888 from scattered archaeo-
logical fragments; the socond was Dr. Winckler's discovery
of the royal Hittite library and archives from the ruins near
Boghaz Keul in Asia Hinor; the third was the demonstration
of the Indo-:Zuropean character of the official Hittite lan=-
guage by Dr. Hroznjy of Prague. Since that time Hittite mom-
ments have been excavated and discovered in neary a hundred

®* Garstang, John: The Hittite Empire, Introduction.
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8ites in Asia Minor, Syria, Palestine, and the Tigris and
Euphrates valley. As a result of the partial decipherment
of the Hittite language, several thousand Hittite state ar-
ohiwan and other documents have become available for study,
which, in Prof. Garstang's opinion, "promise aready to-£11l
the whole gap in the history of Asia Minor between the rise
of Babylon and the fall of Troy(2200 B.«C. to 1200 B.C.)". #
Aftor many documents had been found in Asia ¥inor bear=
ing inscriptions in a strange language, archaeologists came
%0 realize that these must be the silent reminders of t.hat
mysterious people referred to as the Khetta, Khatta, and
Khatti of the Babylonian and Egyptian writings.®*#* It was:
left to Dr. Sayce to identify them as belonging to the Hit-
tites. The Khatti of the Babylonlan geems to have been a
name given to a wide variety of ethnologival groups, includ-
ing also the Mitannl of Hesopotamis; which combined to form
& powerful kingdom in central and northern Asia ¥inor which
%as later able to dominate all Asia Minor, Syria, part of
Palestine, and even Babylonia, which 1t controlled from the
overthrow of Samsuditana in: 1926 B.C. to about 1750 B.C.
Strictly speaking, we cannot speak of only one Hittite
Zmpire, for sven after the great empire which reached its
Zenith under the warrior-king Subbliluliuma had declined,
the Hittites continued to be a power through their many city-
states, which banded together in cases of emergency and were
in this way able to defy the edvances of the Assyrians for

*. Iden,
## These words are the exact equivaleht of the Hebrew

Kheth or Khitti,“nmu.
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three centuries, until overpowered by. Sargon in 717 B.C. The
real discovery of the lost Empire began when attention was
dramm to soms curiously engraved stones at Hamath on the Oron-
te8 River in Syria. In 1722 a French traveller named La:
Roque speaks of some marble "Hamath Stones". dJust a century
later Burckhardt in his "Travels in éyrl.a." wrote that he had
g0ne in search of these stones, but had not been able to find
any stones of marble in that ancient city, though he did dis-
cover something else. ' He writes: "In a corner of a house

in the Bazar is a stone w:l.f;h & number of small figures and
8igns, which appears to be & kind of hieroglyphic writing,
though 1t does not resemble that of Egypt."# -Another half
century passed before any serious attention was paid to the
matter.. In 1870 two Americans, Johnson and Jessup, succesded
in finding similer stones there, but they were unable to copy
even the inscrintions because of the fanatical superstition
of the natives.## They were successful, however, in getting
rough copies, and others who followed them, Dr. sSayce, chief-
1y, succeeded in taking pilctures and making drawings and
S8queezes. Several others stones were also found, both buillt
into modern houses and lying loose., Five of thase monuments
were found, ranging in size from 2 ft. in height and 3 ft.
long to a block 11 in. by 13 in. on the end. They contained

only a few lines of inscriptions, none of them of special im-
portang@, but nevertheless sufficient to identify them as

Hittite remains. The writing was in the usual old Hittite

8tyle, written "boustrophedon", that is, altornately left

#* quoted by A.=. Cowley in "The Hittites", pel.

## One of these stones was thought to have special virtue for
rheumatics,who gained its benefits by lying upon it. Gar-
stang: "Land of the Hittites", P, 95.
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and right, the first line beginning at the right and reading
toward the left, the next reading from left to right, and so on.
It was only with great dlfficulty that the stones were removed
by the Turkish governor in 1872, and they now rest in the museum
&t Constantinople. The stones are all of black basalt, and

not of marble, and this explains why BurchBardt was unable

to find the stone that La Rooue had mentioned.

At nearby Aleppe a large monument was found, a basalt
Plock nearly 3j feet long and 1% feet high, built into the
®all of an ola moaque, and rogardéd with speclal supersti-
tlon by the natives, who asoribed to 1t tho pover of healing
ophthalmia. '"hen this atone was found, the nativcs had almost
rubbed off the inscrlotion, which originally was carved in
relief. Though the inscription could not be ascertalned
with certainty, it did establish the fact that tnls was a
Hittite centor of days gone by. Indications are that it was
one of the stronger oitles of the later Hittite era. It 1s
remarkable that no more monuments have been found at Aleppo,
but this may be explalned by the fact that a medieval Turkish
castle now covers the acropolis, which was probably the posi-
tlon of the stronghold in Hittite times.

Not far to the north lie Sinjirli, Sakje-Geuzl, Kara-
burshlu, and Karash. Sinjirll seems to have been & strong
olty-state in the late period of Hittite history (after
1200 B.C.), for there, among the numeroue mounds in the vi-
olnity, the site of a walled town has beon excavated, sur-
rounding an acropolis, which was separately enclosed by a
wall. Palaces were unearthed, indicating the permanency
of Hittite occupation. .From its sculptures and historical



docunents.it nseems to have been takem by the Assyrians under
Tiglath-Pileser III and later to have been a temporary resi=--
dence of Rearhaddon about 670 B.O. Excavators sgree that
the acropolis was in an earlier period a small town in it-
self, which gradually grew to greater proportions. This 1a
one of the few sites where three building periods are evie-
dent, one upon the other: It is recogmized as originally
Hittite by its soulpturs, which includes an eaglé=headed
oreature with human body and limbs, clad in a short Hittite
tunle, There were also several figures with toes turned up
in characteristic Hittite style and a horse-rider with a
face that showed dofinite Hititte featurss.

Not far to the northeast liss Kara-burshlu on one of
the slopes of the Amanus range, only & few miles from the
extrome northeast corner of the Mediterrancan(today called
the Gulf of Iskenderun)s At the top of a high knoll a cor=
ved representation of a ceremonial foast was found, and near
1t a part of the pedestal upon which it probably once: stood.
It contains the figures of two female Hittites sitting at a
table  facing each other, holding oups in their hands and
wearing Hittite clothing, including again the shoes with up=
turned toes and a oylindrical cap, two features by which
Hittits monumsnts can be recognized with certainty. Betwasn
the two figures was & six-line insoription, which, however,
is in poor state of preservation except at the edges. .The -
present whereabouts of the stone are unknown, but casts of
it are in the Berlin museum.

Sakje-Gouzi 1is in the samo valldy as Sinjirli, and .nk.



it contains a walled citadel and'fi'oundauona of a palace with
& Soulptured portico. From the walls of the chief's house -
tame three sculptured stone decorations depicting a lion hunt
in vhich the ling 48 participating. A new element is brought
in when the Elng is singled out by a winged solar disk. The
dlsk is & symbol of priesthood; and it indicates that the -
ruley ﬁas both king and priest of the town.. The monuments
of Sekje-Geuszl are considered by some to be of a later date
bhen the others, probably from the.time of Sargon, Jjudging
from Assyrian influences.#

A much more important center of the Syrian period of the .
Hittite history is vYarash, at the foot of the Taurus lMts.
It is situated at the junotion of a number of important trade
routes, and judging from the remains, it must have been one
of the more important centers of the Hittites, a royal seat
of even greater prominence than Sinjirli. The acropolis was
entered through a gateway ifito which two:lions hed been
bullt, one of them ﬁ-ee;ly insoribed with Hittite characters
which covered the entire body and even the lege. These in-
soriptions have been deciphered by Dr. Sayce; he claims that
these lions were carved by the Hittite king of the district,
who at the same time had made himself the religious leader
of the people.## He refers to himself as the "dirk-bearer",
"oltizen of Marash", "royal lord of these lands", "king of.
the lande of the god", "chief of the men of the corn land",

etc.

*  Garstang: "Lanl of the Hittites", P. 109.
e Iden.




His position s highpriest may also be inilcated by the fact
m‘h{;he calls his subjects by the relisious name "children
of the gods", and not, from the secular viewpolint,as citizens
Of the state. In a nearby vineyard potsherds and lance heads
Were also found, whishis more or less unique among the ‘mOiti=
ments of the Hittites:

Perhaps the strongest and zost importent Hittlite settle-
ment in the south was Carchemish on the upper Euphrates.
Carchemish was a trade city, mentioned in the records of
Egypt as early as about 1480 B.C.} no doubt the Hittites
established themselves there as & link between their northern
Capital Boghaz Keui and Kesopotamiss It held & strategic
positiocn, fortified by nature on s'everal fronts, and was there=
fore & spot coveted _b,v its enemiess Here was & walled and
fortified oity on the banks of a river, protected by ditches
8m remparts, enclosing a high acropolis, a city so strong
that 1t defied the attacka' of the Phqmoha and resisted the
Assyrians even after the Hittite power had paséed its zenith.
Heavy walls and fortifications were found here, as waell as
palaces and houses, lengthy inscriptions in Hittite charac-
ters, numerous tablets and fragments, sculptured stones,
two stelae, figures of gods and lions, and many other signs
of permanent establishment and power. This Hittite city,
which today oxists as Jerablus, was able to retain its inde-
pendence unf.:l.l. 717 B.C., when the Assyrians under Sargon II
Bucceeded in taking it and thersby dealing the death blow to
- Hittite power.

In the entire mountainous Taurus region in east-central
PRITZLAFF MEMORIAL LIBRARY

~ CONCORDIA SEMINARY
ST. LOUIS, MO,




Asla Minor there are sites which were unmistalkingly Hittite
in origin; and this reglon, just north of Syria, is taken by
8ome to be the center and focus of all the Hittite lands.
The nature of the terrain makes exploration extremely dif-
ficult, ani 1t 1s impossible to know Jjust how much of Hittite
remains might be hidden in this region. At least eleven sites,
however, are clearly indicated, including such comparatively.
large towns as Malatia, Palanga, Gurun, Kurubel, and others.
At Xurubel an alter decorated with lions was unearthed,
Wwith an inscription in the Hittite language; at Palanga. a
earved. lion and a columnar figure also inscribed; a.t. Malatia
three reliefs of a lion hunt, a stag hunt, and a ceremonial
Teast, four roliefs with difties and oblation scenes, and
other Hittite remains. All of these indicate an age prior
to that of carchamiaﬁ.

Even in lower Galilee Hittite evidences have been found.
The entire region was dominated by the fortress of Hattin,
on the ancient road from Egypt to Damascus. It is protected
by great ramparts of stone, part of which show Hittite handi-
work. A little farther north on the same road, at the north-
western corner of the Sea of Galilee, an inscoription has just
reaently been found in whlch Thutmose III tells of his vic-
tory over the nittanian-EAttites, which chows that already
in the 15th century B.C. the Hittites were a power in Pales=
tine, .

One of the strangest of Hittite monu:ents is to bs found

far to the west on Ht. Sipylos, a few milos from the Aegean
Sea. High up on the mountainside is a giant sculpture, about




30  feet high, in a recess specially prepsred for it. It was
alrsady mentioned in the writings of antiquity, and was no
doubt the rock imege of the Mother-goddess(a) of the Hite
tites; it 1s the figure of a woman sitting on a stool, the
hoad inclined Porward as though looking down upon the worshipe
pere belows This statue has 1ts counterpart in the Hittite .
8culptures at Eyuk, near Boghaz Keuis A few of the symbols -
of the inaeription oan bs recognized; especlally the chare .
acteristic Hittitc shoes The old Greek writer Pausanias
deficribes this Hittite monument when he Bays, "'l'hi.%l Niobe#

I mysslf eaw when I ascended Mt. Sipylos; close at hand it

1s merely a rock and a cliff, with no resemblance to a wom=

an, mourning or otherwisej but if you stand farther off,

you will think that you sse a weeping woman bowed with griaf,.w#

Not far away, at Karabel is a similar, but smaller; statue
of a Hittite soldier in full armor which also originally stood
in a rscess in the rock mountainside. It 1s identified as
Hittite by tho conlcal hat. ‘

Thesa are only a few of the many Hittite cities that

have been dlscovered. Remains have been found from Lachish -

in southerm Palastine to the Black Sea, and from anclent
Niniveh on the Tigris to Mt. Sipylos and Kara=bel on the
Aegean. Northern Syria, the Taurus region, and central Asia
linor ars the most prolific sources of Hittite evidsnces,thse
greatest anl most important fihds being at Boghaz Keuls, In
general two bullding periods ars shown by the monumenta, one

% This ﬂ.gure‘ had been mistaken by Homer,0vid, and Sophocles

as the Niobe of Greek mythology.
#% Pausanias, tr. Frager, 1.XXI, 3, quoted by Garstang in
“Land of the Hittites", P. 159,



resembling in symbolism and oonstruction the later finds of
SinY¥irli and sekje-Gousi, and the other like the older pal=-
2003 ani sculpturs of Boghaz Feul, whick will be taken up
presently.

One things that has struck investigatirs is the facot

that practically a1l the monuments are of stone. Prof. Gar- . |
stang warns®# that the objects of bronze; pottery, ceramios, |
seals, atc. ought to be included only with caution, since-

1% 15 not cortailn that such remains come to ug from the Hit-

tites. Pottery, usually in animel form, a few palnted vases,

and neolithie pottery decorated with incisions, end alfew -

_oe.ls of ivory, ai:l.v.'er, and stone, have in a general uay'. 3

boen attributed to the Hitties,; but this asscciation cennot

be establi 5hc-:d wlith certainty. Most of the monuments of

Syrie pertain to the period of decline, after 12001B.C.,

when the bonds of the strong Ewpirs had been broken; of the

earlier period only a few remaine are to be found in the

south, Although 1% is possible to trace the invesions of

the 14th century as far as Palestine, thers 1s no evidence

of permanent occupation, or even direct administration, by

the old Empirs.

- Beyond a doubt the most, important of all Hittite finmds
was the dlscovery by Prof, Winckler of Berlin of the royal
archives and library of the kings of the great empire at
Boghaz Xeul in Asie linor, about 150 miles inland south of .
8inope, a port on the south shore of the Black Sea« Different

* Ibid. P, 82,



travellers had already noted that here must have been an ex=
tensive eity with large -t;u:.ldinss and much deébrat.i.on. in
1906 pProf. nugo vincklor excavated the elte in connection
With the authorities of the Turkish luseun at Constantinople,
and discovered two building blocks at the foot of a forti-
fled acropolis, dzcorated with ‘sculpture and hieroglyphics
of familiar viittite style; dlgging farther he unearthed a -
Gomplete city, one and one-fourth miles in length from north
to south, surrounded by a oircuit of defenses about three
miles lonz. The 14 foot wall was built of stones fitted to=
gether without wmortar, and in spots wa‘s still standing to a
helght of 13 feet. A number of forts were found at strateg=
1c pointe around the oity. Inan early palace and alsewhere
on the sito numerous® whole and fragmentary tablets of brick
were found whick had once belonged to the kings of the Hit-
tites. ‘They seem to have been collected by order of the
kings and carefully classified and aerranged. Some of these
tablets are documents or copies of documents of the early
kings, and rclate to the beginnings of Hittite history, but
most of them refer to the Imperial Age of Subbiluhuma and
his successors and include fragments of diplomat:l.c correspon-
dence with the Pharachs of Egypt and other oriental monarchs
of the 14th and 13th century before Christ., They suddenly
come to an ond about 1200 B,C. at the time of tho fall of
Boghaz Keui, or Pteria, as it was called at one tina. The_se

tablets were probably collected about 1300 B.C. to form the

¥ The number of tablots found Is given varlously. Cowley
in "The Hittitea", P.6 plages the number at 20,000. iHrozny
in ths "Lnoy. m-n. s Pa 600 states tho figure at 10,000, And-
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officiel library of the Hittite king.

Soms of the Boghaz Keul teblets are written in the Baby~
lonian languege, which was at the time the common medium of
diplometic communicetion. These teblets can be read with
certainty. But many of them are written in the Hittite lan-
gusge in cuni§form characters, and tueir deciphsrment was &
more difficult metter. Another group was written in six or
Beven dirlecta® rslated to:the Hittite, but differing
Blightly froz one anothers. Among the discoveries is the
copy cf the important treety between the Hittite king and
Remese II of Egypt,. the original of which has been found
among the Tel:llel-!marna letters. Another, curiously enough,
seems to be & lotter sent by the widow of Tutankhaman, in
which che invites the Hittite king to send one of his aon.s
for her to merry, now that the young husband hed left her
e widow.## The discovery of these documents and their part-
iel deciphicrment is highly important, because they reveal a
great deal of history, some geographical details, the relig-
ion ani rituel of the people, literary works by famous ‘authors
of the dey, bits of soientific knowledge®#f, the Gilgamesh
Eﬁic troenslated into the Hittite languése, .and a code of laws,
The tablete have received the confirmation of the monuments

of Asgyria anl & With the help of “these tablets Dre
Dr.S5ayce :I.n"nhe Hittites" ,P.207, says that 20,000 of
then are at Berlin,and many more at the luseum at
cona‘hantinople.

= Hrozny("Ency.Brit.",X1,600) one of the greatost of de-
cipherasrsg,lists six allied dialects;Marston in "New
Bible Evidences" speaks of a total of elght.

#%  PFrom Egyptian history we know that this reguest was hon-
ored,but the intended bridegroom was killed on the waye.

T ggo of these tablets records the sclence of breeding

rses!




Winckler was able to establish the names and succession of
the kings to whom the archives belonged and their successors,
including some of the greatest kings of the entire Hittite
hlstory.

It way be well to mention also the Tel][el-Amam lot=-
ters, found in 1888 in the Zgyptian city of that name« Though
these are altogsther igyptian in character, there are some
docunents: amonz the 300 found that shed light on the Hittites.
The lestters, writien in Babylonian cuni@form, rccord the
dealings of the Pharachs with the kings and rulers of Asia
and the vassal-kings of Palestine and Syria. From the ap-
peals of the latter for help we are able to follow the ad-
vance of the riittites as they enlarged their empire and

-foresd tholr way %o the south.

Fron {he documonts which have been found, we have gained
a falkly clear plcture of the members of this race. Hittite
portraits have come down to ua from two sourcesa, whose agree-
ment ars a reliable proof of their accuracy. One the one hand
w8 have the nlctursa drawn by the Egyptians during the 18th
and 19th dynasties(1580-1150 B.C.); on the other hand we find
them in the hiaroglyphioh and sculptures of the Hittltes
themaelves. Prof. A.H. Sayce in his "'Higher Criticisa' and
the Monumenta" descrihes them in this way:#

"The face was distingulshed by a retreating fore=-
head and chin, and a large protrusive nose. It
was, in fact, exceasively uglys Thet the ugli-
ness cannot ba ascribed toc the malice of the
Bgyptian artists is shown by the native por-

traits, in which the general rspulslvencos of
the features is even more pronounced than it is

% P. 140,




in the piotures of thelr Sgyptian encmiese The
oyes were black and lozonge-shaped, the lips
full, the beard scanty, the hair dark, and the
skin yellow., Iike the Chinaman, the Hittite
gathered the halr bohind the head into a "pig~
tail'. The physiological type, in short, was
that of the Kongolian, in marked contrast to
. the Aryan type of the blond Amorite."
Some of the portralis show Hittites with three queues, one
over each .shoulder, and the third hanging domn the baocke
The bult:_oua, prominent nose of the Hittites has led some _
scholars, including Drs Breasted, to the theory that the
Hittites are rosponsible for tho hooked nose not only of
the Armonians, but also of the Hebrews.i#

Hittite droes was as characteristic as their faclal |
featuras. =1t 13 distinguished by the use of a boot w:l.t.i:
upturnsd toes, a type of footwear otill worn by the nouns.
talneer: of asia inor and Gréuoe.** The boot 1s no doubt
@ snow=-shoo, and this was taken as an indication of north-
ora crigin. Zqually charagteristic i3 the cone=shapod hat
found in meny nittite roprasentations.

. It becomes apparent, even from this necesasorily brief
survey of liittlte monumonts, that the Hittltes wors not
uerely an inaignificant tribe of Canaanite warriors, as was
formerly tuought. Prof. Sayce rolates that a &istinguished
scholar about 1843 discredited as impossible the 5iblical
account of 2 Kinga 7,6,where it is stated that the Syrians
Sncamped arcund Samaria were terror-strloken to hear that
the king of Isracl had allied hingsl? with tho king of the

littitoa; he decared that the "unhiatorical tone is too

®  Hempl: "Mediterransan Studies", 2. 25.
#%  Sayce: "Higher Crit.", P. 142.




manifest to allow of our casy belief im it. No Hittite kings
%an have compared in powsr with the king of Judah."®# Recent
finds haeve azgin vindicated the Biblical writers and proved
the opposite to bo the casas The HAttite Enplre was S0 8x=
tonsivo and the Hittite power so great, that even the lead=-
ing world powers, igypt and Assyria, had roason to fear them.
Their str_ength and prowess and agressivences mads them a
P30gle to bz Teared by overy foo for a perlod of 700 yeara.
We are indebted to deciphersrs like Hrozny, Forrer,
Delitseh, 3ayes, Jensen, and others, whose work made possible
the reading of the tadlets and insoriptions. Their work has
3lavn much addsd importance to these finds, renderad abundant
aroofl that the Hittites wore a nation on an equal with Ezypt
and Babylonia, ani shown them %o have bsen a nation of ine
portance not oaly to the stulent of thse 5ible, but also to

the =tudoent of Anecisnt History.

% "The Hittites", P. 1l.
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It is impossible at this time to cover in detall the
entire scope of such a wide toplc as the lilttite language; a
Summary of its pecullarities and a brief sketch of the methods
end progress of its declpherment will suffice.

It is a curious thing that the Hittites used two entire-
1y different tyves of writing, the one a cuneiform script,
the other hileroglyphic. The cuneiform seeme to have bsen
the earlier of the two, since we find cuneiform script used
almost éxclusively in the area ocoupied by the Hittites in
the earller period of thelr history, when the capltal was
&t Boghaz Keul. The hleroglyphics, on the other hand, are
found almost withaut exception in the south, the center of
Hittite pover after the fall of Boghaz Keul. It may be argued
that the hleroglyphic writing wes more suitable for monu-
ments, while cunelform was more naturally used for liter-
ary nurnoses; but although thls is true, Cowley® remarks
that at Boghaz Keul only one inacription in hieroglyphlcs
has been found (and that one so defaced that it 1s not certain
that 1t is Hittite), and among the importent sculptures there
and at Eyuk nearby, there is not a single continuous line of
hleroglyphic text. On the other hand, at Carchemish there
are many hlerojlyphic inscriptions, but hardly any cuneiform,
6xcept in coumercial doocuments. It seeme reasonable, therefore,
to suppose that the cuneiform antedates the hieroglyphic form

of writing by several centuries.

* "The Hittites", p. 37.



~ Vhat we celi cunioform writing has been traced back by
Goorge lampl: to "tho early piotographic writing of the
Sumerians of 5,000 years before Christs" The lines of which
the Pletograms were formed hed a triangular head, made by
Bhe stylus witi: which the impressions were nmads on soft,
unbaited clay. e goes on to say that
"the characters werg originally arranged in
perpendicular columms, as the Chinese writing,
but 1% was early discovered that the soript
could be mere casily read if the tablet were
tilted over, so that the eys could traverse

it horizontally, vwhereby the columne became
linea, anl the piotograms assumed e reclining

. position."##
The writing wes pageed from the Sumeriens to their neighbors

end treir conquerors, the Babylonians and the r;ssyrlazis,
.arxl then i1t spreed into all directions, By the 15th century
BeCy the Azsyrian cunieform vts the usuel languege of inters
natlornel corr:spondences Evon the Zgyptien kings and their
governors in Polestine snd Syria used this seript. The cuni-
cform style of vriting was & very serviccable onej the Sumér-
iens, Babylonicne, end Assyriens all used 1t in their turn,
the Coppedccians rollawéd that method, and new the discover-
ies of Dr. winckler show that the fittites had adapted it to
their luncuege. Most of the Telllel-.@.me.rm lotters are writ-
ten in cuni@form, and in Cappadocia e considerable number of
8uch tablets hove been excavated, all of & commercial char- '
acter, dating from sbout the eleventh century before Christ.
Among the meny. teblets frow Boghez Keul ere some frag-
kents conteining Sumerien ermd Akkadian worde amd phrascs, to=

* ‘op' olto, Pe 58!
#i#t Ydem,
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gothor with the pittlie eguivelents written in cun¥dform
charactzrz in parallel columnss There are bilingual texts
in Eittite and Assyrlan, &8 well as comparative dictionaries.
All this, with tho help of Adeographs, which are. nuwerous
An the religious texts, hes nade possible the decipherzent
of the language anl a slmple gramear ani vocabulary; & large
nunber of words and forms have been identified. It is hoped
that a similarn kay will some day be found by which the n.yn-
tery of the Hittite hieroglyohlos writingcan be solved.
Aftor Prof. wineklor dlsd in 1913 with his work on the
Boghaz Xeul tablots far from complete, the Cerman Oricntal
Joclety, unier vhom the excavations at Boghaz Keuli had basen
carricd on, entrusted the work.of publishing the H:I.ttit-e
archives to o group of Assyriologists hasded by Prof. Hroznf
Of the Univorsity of Prague, one. of the greatest of all
Hittlte dcciphorers. Hroznf used only the unilingual texts
beginning his work from the ground up, as though nothing had
been done beforas Yo chose the texts which contained propex
hames andl those in which Suvero=Babylonien ideographs were' ;
used nmost frequently. (Some avoh ideographs hed bheen taken
over by the Hittites and used as a part of the cund@form |
Soript). Comparing the cuni@form cheracters with the names
of lnown kings at the time, as they were written in the As-
syrlan inscriptions, and in other ways determining the va.luq
of Siéns, Hrozny wes able to reconstruct the Hittite language
to such an extent thet he could compile a simple Hittite
grammar. Eany of the word forms of the language could be
ident.s.noe. and Hrozny built up the theory that Hittite was




&n Indo-zuropesn language, in fuct, thet 4% belonged to the
wentarn half of the Indo-Buropsan fanily. He founi that it
Va5 nore clossly velated to dreek, Lai‘;in, and the Teutonic
languages than to the Slavonie, Araenian, or Persiens The
declenalon of the noun and the general scheme cof the varb
conjugations ars mich like the Indo-auropesns About the
same tinma {‘!-cnrge Hempl in a peper presented at Stanford
Univerns in 1913 ahowed that in his opinilon the Hittite
langu:a_-:-a of the cundéform texts was a form of Doric Greek,
Drought in by drsek iuveders at a very early date.t

The Tirst clus came when Hrozny noted that the Hittits

has a present periiciple onding in the nominative singular

litseuline in "eonza" snd in the other coses in "eant" and

HA-and", much 1ike tho Latin "ent". (Compare the Latin "fore

ons, fercntis" aml the Graek "rfle-"':fff"“?‘) As his ressarch
went on ho was able to reconatruct the cbmplate pardign cf
the nittite participle. lNost of the cases compare more or
less clesely with Tndo-Zurcpean forms, particularly the Letin
aml Greeks The declension of the principle cases of "khumenza",

"all": o

gingular

s+ Kosc. ondl Fem, Heut.
Nom. Fhiimanze (fereuns) Kndiuan ( peee~ )

@on. - Fhimandash (forentis, y2eer=%)
Dat. REhiimanti (ferenti, yte°r<¢ )

Aco. Ehimendan (ferentem, Xee?o> ) Fhimen ( yeeov )
plural
ascs end Fems Beute,
Nem. Eh@mantes (ferentes | presres) Khiimanda.( f €core=x)

Wl Oitlo. P. m
*#* Hrozny, Op. cit., p. 600.
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Gen. EKhlmandash

Dat. IhAnandash

Aod. Thiusandush (lupos, Aveev; ) khimands ('f”""’-‘ )
The verb, 1like the partioiple, compares favorably with

tho Inlo~iuropsan verbs in forme It is perticularly closs

to the senskris, as & puraiign of the Pressnd Irﬂicét!.ve i

Active of "jumi", "I uwako", will shows #

2. jashy yési ©075
Je Jozi yatl ! z¢Oyoe
Pl. 1, Javeni yémah (Dualsyuvah) c,fgpz>
2. Jjattoni yétha cefzTe
Je Janzi yénti. celeare (ceberes)

Perhaps the greateost eimilarity to the Indo=Europesn is
%o be found in the Nittite pronoun. Erozny hee identified.
Hittite pronouns with Letin, Gresk, Gothic, low and high Ger-
Lan, kEnglish, end cother ienguages. Ucmpars, for instance,
the following, which are only & few of the many in Hroznyf's
sty
uge="I"=ozo(Lat)
anmug="to me"= tuiyt (ark)
anzgch="ug"-uns (Ger.)
shuméche "you"s vpxtls (ark)
Iuish= "who, which"~ quis (1atin)
kidt= "what" « quid- (Lat)
Ituish kuishe "vhoever" = guisguis !Lat
kult kuldt = "vhatever" = quidquid (Lat
Several other dislects are also noted among the writings
of Boghaz Keul, chief of which i85 the Ehattish. Several bi-

lingual texts of litanises are found, in vwhich the Khattish

text is pleced side by gide with its Hittite equivalent. The

*f Ibid., 601.



wldw

dialect, is dlstinguished by the use of prefixes in the oblique
Torms of the vorb aed some moun forms, where most languages
gonerally use suffixes. For instance, the plural of "binu" y
"eh11d"; 1z "lg-Bigy" .

The iuish dleloot is very closely related to the iittite
am 1s founi on only a fow of the Boghaz Keui tablets, though
1t seans 4o have heen an important langusge of a helghboring
tribe. The wistitos used singers of ths Luish people in
thelr templo ssrvices. Auother main dialoct 13 the Zhurrish
Wkich is probably more closely related to that of the Nite
emnl of the Tigris and Suphretes valley than to the Indoe
Buropoan lenguegss. A nunber of litenies end prayors in the

Frurrish dlalect are extent.
e dbdr it ddiit it Sednie 2t at e 1 S e

Hore interesting, pertaps, because of the difficulty of
deciprerment, s the hieroglyphic writing of the Iittites.
Comparinz the fihds of Syria end those ot Boghez Keul, it
has been notsd that the cuniéiform from all appearances is
the older of the scripts, almost all of the literary finds
of Boghaz Keul being of thet kind. There ie fairly definite
proof, however, that the hieroglyphice were used as far back
es the l4th century B.C, At Boghaz Keul & tablet has been
unearthed which contains the seal of Eing chapplluliumash
(ca. 1385 B.C.), the legend of which is written in cunyéform
as well as in hieroglypkhics, In feot the writing mey dete
from & still ecrlier period, as is indicated by its use in
the old Rittite sanctuary Yasill Kaye, near the Rittite cap=
ital. Frozny therefore has placed the invention of thizm writ-




ing into the first half of the second millenBls before Christ.

The Hittite and Egyptian hieroglyphics seem at a glance
%0 be very similar; but an inspection of the ideographs shows
that the Hittites could not have borrowed their method of
Writing from the Egyptians, tho the idea may have come from
them. The two forms of writing are entirely different and
distinect,

The Hittite characters are used in a number of ways, some-
times as ideographs to express whole ideas, sometimes phon-
etically to express syllables, sounds, or :I.et._f.era. and some=-
times as determinatives to denote the class of the word to
which they are attached. For instance, the name of a king
may be attached to the determinative which indicates that the
Wword carrying a determinative is the name of a royal person-
8ge» 1In this soript each pilctogram is a crude picture of
Bome object and i1s intended to bring to the mind of the read-
ernot necessarily the object depicted, but more often the
initlial sound or sounds of the name of the object, as though
we were to use‘the ploture of a cat, a turtle, and a pillar to
8pell out the word "caterpillar".* One of the most common
of Hittite characters represents the boot or snowshoe with
upturned toes, which, as was mentioned, many have taken &s an
1ﬁ1ea.t.1°n of northern ancestry. The ideograph which denotes
“country" i1s a ploture of the mountalnous peaks of Cappa=
docia, and from this is seems that this system of writing
originated in Cappadocia rather than in Syria or Palestine,

o Heﬂ!ﬂ“. Ope. °1£.. 9.




where many hieroglyphics have been found. No doubt the Hit= .
tites originated their own system of writing, although it is
POBslble that the idea of writing by that method was suggested
to them by the Egyptians, just as
"a Cheroki Indian in North America, who had
seen the books of the white man, was there-
by led to devise an elaborate mode of writ-
ing for his countryman. So too we may imag-
ine that the sight of the hieroglyphics of
Egypt and the knoweldze that thoughts could
be' conveyed by them suggested to some Hit-
tite gonlus the idea of inventing similar
means of intercommunication for his people." #
In simpje words, then, the general appearance of the char=
acters that oxpress the Hittite language is similar to some
extent to the Egyptian hieroglyphics, but the language itself
is far different, so that the abllity to read and intorpret
the Egyptian would be of no help in deciphering the Hittite.
The Hittlto texts are distingulshed by severable remark-
able charactsristics. In the older insoriptions the signs
are invariably carved in relief, and it is only in the later
texts that they are incised. The lines read alternately from
right to left and left to right(boustrophedon), the direction
in which the characters look determining the direction in
which they were written and in which they are to be read.
Another characteristic is the freguent, use of the heads of
animals, birds, and men. It is.rare that the entire body of
an animal is drawn; the head alone was considered sufficsnt.
The problem of deciphering this writing is a very diffi-

cult one, and one which is far from completoly solved eve®.
*® Sayce: “The Hittites", P. 169. :
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after many years of labor. In the Schweich Lectures for 1918
Dr. Cowley of Oxford states that he ocould not with certainty
translate a singlo sentence of Hittite hieroglyphics.* In
deciphering any language, two things must be considered, first,
the value of the signs, and secomdly, the nature of the lan-
8uage. In deoiphering the Egyptian hieroglyphics, or the
Assyrian cunigform the value of the signs was unknown, but as
Boon as some of them were established, the language- quickly
emerged, in each case it was found to be similar to a known
language. In other instances the language was unknown, but
the alphabet was familiar to a agreat extent, as'was the case
with the Lydian and Etruscan. But in hieroglyphic Hittite
the deciphierers were confronted with tvo unknown quantities,
= 8lgns which could not be read and a language which could .
not be recognized. In 1925 Dr. Sayce wrote that only about
200 characters were known to exist®## , and even in 1937,
twvelve years later, Hroznf### mentioned a similar number.
The comparative scarcity of .characters may be due to some ex-
tent to the fact that as a rule only the suffixes were:ex=
pressed phonetlcally, while the stems or roots of the words
were denoted by ideograms.

kuch ingenulty has been used in solving this linguistic
pPuzzle. K The task is especially difficult because' there are
only a very few bilingual insoriptions to be had, and even .
these are too short and fragmentary to be of any great values
No "Rosetta Stone™ has as yet been found, but the work is
&  Op. oit,, 48

%% Tho Hittites, P 170
#%  Op. olt., 600.




8%eadily progressing, and.it is hoped that in time tho en-
tire problem will be solved..

Attempts at decipherment were made by many scholars, =-
by Conmler, peiser, Jensen, and others, == but they all falle o
ed, partly because of tho inaccurate material on hand, and
partly because of fundamentally defective methods. It was
Sayce who first msde roal advances, after working for.40
years on the problem.

A bilinglal seal, usually called the boss of Tarkomdemos,
vas the starting points Tiis was a round seal of allver,

With a cunedform logond around the edge and.some Hittite aigns
and a figure in the middle., .Even this presented a difficulty,
because the cuntéform could be read in various ways, depending
upon the starting point and the value given to the signs. When
this was falrly dofinitely established, it presentsd at least
@ small basis on which to build. .Tentative values wers, given
to several ideograms, including those for "city" and “country”,
although it was not known how they were pronounceds In ad-
dition, sayce pointed out the usual sign for "god" amd "king",
generally found on sculptures over the figures which repre-
Sehted monarchs and deities.

Since decipherers had no knowledge of the language, it
was best for them to begin with i:roper names., But it was not
easy to say which group of signs out of an unintelligible mass
Was a name. Two factors helped to clear. this situation Jﬁst.

& littlo. For ono thing, it was reasonable to suppose that
& group-of signs which contained the determinative for "king"
"god", "country", or' “oit.,;y“ would be a proper noun.. If the L



sign for "eity", for instance, stood just before or after a
group of signs, it was reasonabls to suppose that those signs
8pelled the name of a oity, especially if t.h; game combinate
ion was found repeatedly.- Or if tho determinative for "king"
was found in such a comnection, the group was sither the name
of the ruler or of the place where he ruled. The second help
was the diascovery of a small sign vhich in some texts was
used as a word dlvider, by which it became possible to divine
& long linc of symbola into the groups which formed wordss

One of tho most favorable place names was & group of
characters founl ten times in Cerchemish and never in any
other inscriptions. This wa'a correctly taken to the the name.
of t.he' city Carchomish, and with this find, thrse more values
weras added to the six tsken from the boss of Tarkendemos:and
tho four discoverod by Sayce, making a-total of thirteen
8igns whose valuss wsre more or-less definitely known. . These
values in turn wers applisd to other inscriptions, notably '
the writing on the two lions found at karash. In both of
these inscriptions occurs a group of signs not found elsewhere
whilch was preceded by the sign for "city".. As expscted, the
Groups proved to be the name of the city wimre they were found.
And so the 1ist was onse more increased.

Taus the work went on, the known signs being constantly
applied to nsw inscriptions and new Yalues being diacovered.
Comparisons with other ancient languages of the time, togethar
with a lmowled.sq of the orlental sentence structurs and the
wa'y of speaking, has brought about the partial decipherment




of these Hittite hieroglyphics. HNot eriough is as yet known
acout the language to detormine ite fundamental character.

. It 1s cxpected that the Hittlte hisroglyphic language 1is

the same as the cuneiform, or at least very similar to 1it,
but yet there 1s definitely a difference between them,
according to the best acholars. There is no family of
langusges, oither Semitic or Indo-turopeen, that has any
évident connectlion with the Hittite.

f.ore is still much, both of cuneiform and of hiero-
6lyphlc, that has not as yet been published. Perhaps by the
time all the ma.terial-now on hand has been studied and pub-
lished, enougn will be known about the language to warrant
our cazlling the Hittite a known language, reclaimed from the
obscurity into which it had fallen in the course of yearsa.




PART THREE: A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE HITTITES
Strange to eay, oven before & single Hittite inscription

could be reed, a fairly definite history of this peoplo had

been raconstructed. AL present thore arc two mein sources of
Such Imowledge, the amnals of Babylonle and Assyria and Egypt,
and the monuments end the language of the Hittites themsolves.

.Tho Hittites make their first eppearance in history at
the time of 3argon of Akkad, sbout 2700 B.C. Among the
rocords recovered from the house of the Hittite ambassador at
2ellpl-Anorna 15 the report of a Babylonian expedition into
the Hitsite territory, not in conquest, but on a botanical
nission ; the chief objeot seems to have been the transportat-
ion of the pemegranate; the vine,; and the rose to Babylon.

Shortly after, several amall city-states of northoastern
Asla ¥inor banded togother against the Babylonlian monarch,: :
including thet headed by "Pambe, king of the Hittites". This
confaderacy was overthrown after three odmpaigns, however,
and the allies were forced to sue for peace and send tribute
to the Babylonians.

The origin cof the Hittite nation is obscura. There are
indlcations that the original Khatti or Hittites were 4n Asia
Hinor early as the fourth millenium before Christ.® The fre=-
quent appearance of the snowshoe in their v;:-s.t.ins and sculpture
&rgucs a northern mountaindus origin, and it is generally
acoepted that this region was the Taurus range in sastern
Asla Hinor, and before that, the region of the Caucasus, between

# These dates, especially the early ones, are only conjecture.
There 13 no way in which théy oan be definitely fixed.



the Black See and the Casplon Ses, There may be a olue in

the possible link between the use of the horse by the Hittites

88 early as the beginning of the second millax{:.‘tun B.0. and
she antiquity of the remsind of horses found in the mounds

of Turkesten.® It is thought quite poscible that the Hite
tltes mizrated from Europe, first going East,. and then south=.
west into Asia Hinors George Hempl's suggestion that the
Hittite language was originally Doric Greek might lead us to
believe that the Hittites, like the later Greeks, migrated by
& diract route to Asia Minor; but there is no evidence to
support this sssumptions However; if we remember that the
Aryen 1nvaélem erossed northeastern Asia linor on theilr way
%o Indie and Persias, it 13 reaconable to say that the Hite
titgs nlgso may have loft centrel Europe and strayed far to
the east before turning south and west, and thus making their
way into Acie IAnor by way of the Caucasusy At any rate,
they were an important people as early a8 2000 Bi«Csy, and we
know that there was, even at this early time, & group of
Hittites as far south as Hebron in Palést.im. for it vas

from them that Abraham bought the tomb of Kachpelah at the
death of his wife Sapah.## ;

By 2300 B.C. the Semitic Assyriens were established in
Asla Mipor, and t,he' clty of Kanes, which possibly atood at
the place now known as Syuk, near Boghaz Keul, was an importe-
ant trade center. Valuable copper, lead, and silver mines
were being worked in the Taurus region by the Babylonians

% Garstang: "land of the Hittites", 321,
#% Gon, 23




through their azonts. Heanvhile, the Hlttite stato was alow-
1y develpping into an empire which later had its capital at -
Boghaz ¥eul, wiich they called Khattusas,"the Hittite .alty",

& name vhich also signifies "Silvertowa". Boghez Keul was &

trade centor snd the meeting place of merchants from all over
the world, wiis may %o some oxtent at loast account for the

he'i'.sx-bgeneous character of the H.‘Lti'.ité languegee .

Among the Boghas Keul tablets was ons whose historical
valus for may years was not fully appracianteds Only rscente
1y Dr. nroznf was sblo to décipher the entire ‘tablet, and he
zeognlzed that tha author of it;- the ancient king Anittas,
wrote on:lt a story which gives us an 1na&.ght' into the origin
of onc of the oldost city-states of the Hittites in Asia Hine
or and the rise of the oldest Hittite'Bmpire, which gredually
dovelop:d from those clty-statvss Anmittas reiates that nls
father, Fithones, who lﬂ.ved. and ruled about the year 1960 BeCep
establisied his capital at the olty of Hésas, on the Rivor
Halys, and from there entered upon victorious campaigns in all
dircctions. Anittas succeeded his.fatheR$h the throns and
proved himself to be an even greater conqueror, He was vio-
torius in his battle againa.t the original inhabitants of Khate
tusas, levoling ihe ocibty with the ground and eu;-azns the king
who would colonize it in the future. In the course of time
Anlttas pushed back the Assyrians amd conquored the wholo of
Asla Minor.#

Under his successors the tittite power continueld to in=-

# For a moro detalled description of this tablet, see
Hrozny's account in the Evangelical Quarterly, II, 120-127.
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°1‘°ﬂ-58-". The sarliest known eastern inscription that refers
%0 the Hittites 1a a Babylonian chronicle which says, " Against
Shamsuditana the men of tiza country the Khattu marct{ed."*::‘- 8
This king was the last oneof the first dynasty of Baﬁ.'vibnta, _
and his rule coased in 1924 B.O. Taking advantage of the
Weakened condition of Babylom, whiloh had suffered from the
constant attacks of rival kings, the Hitt:l.tes'swdoped down
-upon it and actually succeeded in overthrowing Samsuditana
8bout the yoar 1924 B.C.#* The invaders even carried off the
8tatue of the god Marduk. It is very likely that the Hit-
tites even at this early time had already begun to spread
southvard, attracted by the wealth and trading possibilities
of Hasoyotam:a;' énd d1d not conduct the campaign against
Babylonie from so distant a base as Boghas Keule Vassal
kings were appointed at Aleppo.-carcheﬁish. and other ¢-:1t.ies
in Asia Hinor and Syria.

Sometime between the conquest of Babylonia and about
1600 B.C. Hittite power must have waneds Thotmes II of
Egypt about 1600 found no Hittites in Palestine or Syria;
he marched his armies to the Euphrates, and this territory
is described as being "in front of the land of the Hi.t.t;:l.t.es."
They must, therefore, have bsen pushed back into Asia Hinor
by this time. They are mot menf.:l.oned. as having taken part
in the great battle of Megiddo fought by Thotmes IIX, whose
armles reached the Zuphrates and conquered the people of
iesopotamia. But in his later years ﬂ.te Hittites must have

#  Quoted in tho Amsricaen Journal of Archeeology, X¥XVI,2,68.
%% Hrozny datds this eveht at 1758 B.C., almost 280 years
latner, and Sayoce, 1875 B.C.




regained their power to some extent, so that the pharach had
%0 overpover them; he tells us that he twioe(1470 and 1463 B,C.)
recelved tribute from the king of the Hittites "the greater”
and we further Judge from this that there were a number of
Hittite kings at this time, '

Some years later, however, Amenhotep IV entered into a
matrimonial alliance with the king of liesopotamia, who by
this time may have himself have been a Hittite.® His marriage
With the Mesopotamian princess brought into Egypt a new re-
ligion, since she refused to worship the Amon of Thebes anmd
adored the solar disk, the gymbol of her former god. This
Symbol has bsen found as far north as Boghaz Keui. Her son,
Amenophis IV, was educated in the faith of his mother, and
Quring his reign he tried to. force the new religion onto his
people, setting up a new c:l.t.y,.l'el:l[el-mm. as the ceﬁf.er
of this cult. From the letters recently recovered from the
ruins of this eity we are able to trace the rising power of
_tlie Hittites. Some of the letters were written by the rulers
of Egyptian depsndencies in Palestine and Syria, in which the
vassal kings bogged the Ehyptian Pharach for reinforcements
agalnst the Hittites, who were pressing down upon them from
the north. One by one the Egyptian fortresses in Syria fell
into the hands of the Hittites. The internsl discord in Egypt
caused by the heresy of Amenophis IV prevented the Egyptians
fron seniing help to the beleagured cities, and the Hittite
invadera were able. to take all Syria and to push down into
the land of the Amorites in northern Palestine. One of their

# Price: “"Nonuments and the 0ld Testament", P. 166.
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éenerals, Alta-gama, took Pethor, tie home of Balaam®*, and
then went on to Kadesh, which he took avay permanently from
the hands of iEgypt. Kadesh became one of the strongest seats
of Hittite power and influence. From hers independent hands
of Hittites went farther and established themselves with the
8word in various parts of Paleailnn, while Lgypt was t00 weok
to expsl them.

It vas the great warrior-king Subbiluliuma who about
1400 B.C., with tho ald of the Habiru (probably the Confederates
mentioned in the Tell el-imarna Letters) and his Amorite allles,
completed the conquest of Syrie end Palestine. By a brillient
campalgn he overran the lund of the liltannl in ilesopotamia
end establlished his suzeralnty over the whole eastern area.
The story of his conguest is told us in parallel both in
the Tell el-imarnz Letters and in the archives at Boghaz Keul.
During tule century of iilttite history the nation reached
the zenlth of its pover. Tutankhamon, whose tomb was unearthed
less than twenty yezrs ago, partislly restored the old relliglon
in Egypt, and began to gain pover against the iiittltes, but
he died before he could reclaim the lost territories.

By the time of Ramses I, the founder of the 19th
dynasty of Egyptian rulers, the Hittites had made such
progress that Romses was foroed to conclude a treaty, first
with Sapalel (cuneiform Subbiluliums) and thon with Haurusar
(iusar), and thus to recognize the Hittite porer as an equal

to that of Lgypt.

* Numb. 22,5.



Seti I, the successor to Ramses I, revived the power of
his country to such an extont that he wes ablg to drive back
the Hittites until he ﬁnally took Kadesh by storn in a night
attacks Var botween the Hittltes and igypt continued for half
& century, leaving sgypt utterly exhausted and ready to make
peace agein, But Seti once more- sained pover end won back the
territory up to Lebznon, where: hs was received wlth acclaim
by the prople, who cut down thelr dedars for his Nile flset.
When Seti died the Hittites were again in possession of
Kedesh, and the war continued with Remoes II, Setli's succes-
SOrs During fenses' long reign the war went on with varying
Success. The chief result of this long drewn out. struggle
Wes the disaster that it brought upon the Cenasanite cities,
which werc repeatedly sacked, first by the Eittites, 5-'15- then
by the Zgyptians.

In 1287 iutallu, king of the Hittites, summoned troops
from ell parts of the realm end the f.wo great ermles, Hit=
tite and Zgyptian, met at ¥adesh on tha Orontes and feusht :
The most decisive bettle of thi entire cent.t‘ry's warfare.
Rameos was leed by treccherous Arsb guldes into an ambuscade,
but ke wes sblo %o extricate himself by great personal prow-
88, an cvent which haus been immortalzied in an ESgyptian eplc.
The Hittibs cutmeneuvered the Zeyptiens end broks up part of
their formation apd almost captursd Remses himself,. The"q.rrl.v-
&l of reinforcerents saved the day for the ESgyptians REmsos
wes rescued ard the battls ended in & draw., Both sides lost

heavily, and the lsader of the [ittites was assassinated.
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Finally, in the 21st year of Ramses®, an offensive and de=
fensive treaty was made with Khattusil} -this is the first
international treaty whose text has come down to us in detail.
The 51‘1811':9.1 of this docuwent was written in the Babylonian
languege, which was still the language of diplomacys The
treaty scems to have been diotated by the Hittite king, but
the terms indicate that he did mot lean toward his own in=
terests, but made the treaty reciprocal in every point. The
treaty was sent by messengers to Ramses, who had come part
vay to meet them. The gift which Ramses gave them in raf.'.am-:,
vhatever it may heve been, was his indication that he ac=-
Copted the terms of the treaty. The document waz later
translated into the Egyptian and inscribed on the wall of
the tomple at Karnsk. Recenily a cépy of the treaty in the
originel lenguege was found at Boghez Keulj the survival of
both copies of this i'.reaty is a proof of the importance that
vias apsigned to 1t by the two parties. .

In the first part of the treaty the contracting parties
are identified, and mention 1s mede of the former treaties
between the two nations. For permament pesce it was decided
that "the great prince of the Hittites shall never invade the
lard of Egyot to carry anything away thencej ami the great
king of Egypt shall nover imvads tne land of the Hittites to
carry anything eway thence forever."#* It 1s added that the
former treaties of Sapalul and Maurusar must remain binding

end will be fulfilled. After many other detells of agreement

* dated verlously,-Dy Sayce,l1200 B.CehgDy Davis, 1327 BaC.}
by Breasted and Garstang about 1271; etc.

®##* for e trenslation of the entire treaty sce Sayce,The Hite
tites, pp. 40=51.




“=union against aggression; treatment of slaves ani fugltives,
0tce=~ tho treaty closes with a solemn oath, and the thousand
8ods of the Hittites and the thousand gods of the Egyptians
@re callod upon as witnesses to the treaty and guardians of
1ts inviolability. "These words which are on this silver
tablet for the lami of Cheta and the land of Egypt,s-wl':oso
shall not keep them, him the thousand gode of the land of
Ohota apd the thousend gods of the land of Egypt shall af-
fllot, together with his house, his land, and his servants.
But whoso shall keep these words, be he Hittite or be he
Egyptian, and shall not neglsct them, on him the thousand
8ods of the lami of Cheta anl the thousarm gods of the land
of Egypt shall hestow health and long life, togetiner with
his offspring, his land, and his servants." The conditions
of tho treaty show that the “great king of the Hittites" was
treated on equal terms with the “great king of Egypt”, and
that sven Ramses the Great had to acknowledge the power of
the Hittites. The treaty was sealed by the marriage of the
Pharach to the daughter of the Hittite king. As the words of
the treaty indicate, the document was engraved on a silver
Plate, both the reverse and the obverse being beaten into re=
lief. 1In the center of the obverse was & representation of
the god sutekh embracing the Hittite king, while a line of
hieroglyphics was inscribed around him. The silver plate was
of rectangular shape, with a ring at the top by whica it could
be suspended from the wa.ll;

An 1nf.eraat1té observation is made by SayceW#at this 'point.

* Ibld. 33,
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The continuous campaigns of Egypt and the Hittites across
Palestine simply devastated the land; and many of the inhab-
itant fled to the coast oities and island fortresses like
Iyre. Immediately after the death of Ramses the Great the
Israslites apposled to his successor Merneptah for freedom
from oppression and wers soon after miraculously delivered
by the hamd of God from the Egyptian yoke. Waon they came
forty years later, they d14 not meet the opposition of lange
ﬁlttita arnics thers, because the Hittites were now at
Peacs; on the other hand, the native tribes had not yet re= .
covered sufficiently from the ravages of the Hittite=EZgyp=-
tlan wars to withstand them suocessfullya_ ¥hen Joshua led
the Iaraselites into Palestine, he found there a disunited
powerliess peopls and a country exhausted from wars and not
preparsd to rsslst new invaderss They may serve to explain
why the Consanmites offered so little resistance to the in=
veding Hebrows, #

The treaty betweon Ramses and Khattusil seems to have
been honorsd as long as the Hittitos retained thoir powere.
But although the ovidence of discoveries at Bethshean, Schechem,.

% This assumption can he hold only Af the date of the Exodus
from Zgyot 1s set after 1300 B.Cs 0.0. Whltehead, guoted
in the "Emcyclopedie of Olagsified Dates", fixes the date
of the ixodus at 1320 B,C,§ dariette places the Exodu.n' at
1280 anl the entry into Canasn at 1240; Davis in the “Bible
Dictionary" makes it one year before the Mariotte's time,
But Usher is much oarlisr, fixinz the Excdus at 1491 B.C,
and the entry into Canaan at 145l If Usher 1s corract,
then of courss the nssumption of Soyce cannot be mantalnedj
but if the Exodus came later, the point of Sayce is well
taken,




Jarusalem, and Gerar indicates that the Hittites controlled
Palestine, thoir absolute dominion lasted only a short time.
due to the press of invasions from the norths

About 1200 B.C. tribea of Indo-Europeans crosaed over
into Asia Minor ani slowly baegan to drive back the Hittite
borders., Aftsr a long ntruggle the Hittite capital at Bog= -
haz Keul had to be surrendersd to the invaders. Tho Dardsni
of Troy, once the allies of the Hittites, fell before the
Groeksa, and thsir city was taken in the Trojlan war, lamore—
talized in tho Ilied.* The movement continued to sweép 6m,
ard the nittises were forced by the pressure to retreat to
the south., Thay wore no loﬁser a ﬁnited. nation under ons
hoad, 2nd thorefore could not present a unified and solid
front. Cowley finds a furthor reason for the trasnfer of
Hittite power to the south in the devclopment of trade with
¥osopotamia, which therefore nade the center at Carchemish
more valuable than the old capltal. It is at the destruction
of the palace at Boghaz Keul about 1200 B.O0, that the Hittite
records, which have been so useful to modern investigators,
come to an end. :

Cne of the chief invading tribes was that of the loschians
(the Meschians of classi€al geography, end tho lushka of the
Assyrian monuméats) who esteblished a second Hittite empire
on the ruins of the old, and rebuilt the city of Boghaz Ka.u:..
as thelr capitel renaming it Pteria.#* The lfoschians ha.vu-beez:l
identifled with the Purygians, -It was the Moscho-Hittites who

®  Garstang: "Hittite ire", p.10.
b Aceor:‘.?g;; %o :Earaﬁcggg(s.,'?é),'uun city foll zbout 550‘n.c.
before Croesus of Lydia(Garstang,"lend of the Hittites",197)




left most, if not all, of ‘the hieroglyphic texts, and this
accounts i‘or the fact that the Hit‘ui.t.e ouniefom and hi.e:'o-
glyphic lanauages are not exactly the same. It is signifie
eant aluo that tne later portraits of Hittites at Carchemish
and elsewhere are of a different style from the earller re=
Presentations. They are of an Armanoid typs, ocimiler to the
modern Armenians. Webster thinks that it is tolthese lioscho=
Hittites that the modern Turks trace their spiritual and in
part their racicl lineage.®
The most active centers of Hittite influsnce were now in

the north of syris, and included such citics as Hamegh, Mal=-
atia, Carchenisi:, karash, ani others. These were the homes
of the Hittite itings whose fame in war was echoed in the
historicsal books of the 0ld '.-.‘éstament. In the tenth century
before Christ the Phryglens seem to have withdravn before the
reviving pover. of the Hittites, who to soms extent recoversd
their power apl inf fluence, as well as their indepandences
But although alliances are on record between neighboring Hit-
tite states, there was no able leeder to reunite thkem into an
Supiro. When the kuschki, or loschians, gathered their
Btrongth, they appeared again, this time pressing down to
the EBuphrates anl Syria., Together with the stoady influx of
Aramesns they threatened to wipe out completely the ol Hit=
tite stock. '

From the middie of the ninth century tho struggle of weak=
ened ilittites againet the growing power of Assyria was renewed,
and it was this that led them evont.ua..‘l.ly to their doom. Agaln

b atat.ed. in painting a background for his biography, IThe Tupe’
I of Ataturk, P. 7.
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end egain oxpeditions were pent out sgainat them by the As=
Byrian rulers, who claim in thoir ennals to have conquered
Hittite aen.te.re ard demanded tribute. But ‘the Hittites were
always able to throw off t.htle Assyrian yoke. From the Vatican
Benuscript of the Septuagint we learn that the correct trars—
_la.tion of the mysterious "lund of the Tahtim-hodshi®™ of

2 sam. 24,5 is redlly the "land of the Hittites of Kadesh"#,
&nd from thic we conclude that eWen at the time of David the
Hittites still controlled that olty. Hamath too was still
in Hitbite hands, snd 1ts king, Tol, was anxious to make & -
treaty with David.®# In the south of Palestine there were
Hittites living in the méuntains along with the Amorites.
They hed inhabited thet place for many years; we know from
deripture that both the Amorites and the Hittites shared in
the founlation of Jerusalom.## We remember further that
Urigh toe Hittite was one of the chlef officers of David,
and his wife, Bathsheba, was not only the mo.ther of Solomon,
but also the distant ancestress of Chriat.

But although the Hittites at fhat time still mainteined
thelr identity, it was not to be for long. Late in the 8th
century bofore Christ, Sargon II, successor to shalmaneser II,
adopted & plan against them which Iiabuchaﬁneazar later used
agalnst Palestine, nauely, that of $ransporting largs numbers
Oof Hittites from the clties which he captured and replacing
them with Assyrian colonists, so 'thst onse by one the Hittite

i Sayce, Higher Orites pe 143.
** 2 Chron, 8,9. _ :
#&#  REzeke. 16,3. Perhaps those commentators are more cor=

rect,nowaver, wio interpret thnis passaze in & spiritual
8ense.
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Genters on the frontiers wers absorbed. In 717 B.C. Sargon
dealt the death blow on the Hittites when he took Carchemish,
and from that time on the Hittite power is definitely at an
ond. Although Sargon's successor, Nebuchadnezszar II(604=563),
Stlll used the name Ehatti for syris, the Hittites had by
this time disappeared entirely from the map.. The Hittites
Were a nation of the past.

The Holy Seriptures are continually being attacked on
the basis of alleged uynhistorisal statements made by the
holy writers. The fall of the walls of Jericho before Joshua's
invading Israelites has been disoredited as impossible, yet
the aréhaeolos.tst.s spade has uncovered ancient walls on that
Blte which could heve assumed their present position in no
other way than that described in Joshua 6. The darkness that
attended the Lord's death on Good Friday has been declared an
impossible phenomenon, and yet writers of the day, even in
Italy and Egypt, recorded an urmatural darkness that cast a-
gloom over thelr countries on the eventful day. And now once
more the veracity of Soripture has been vindicated by the re=-
construction of the Hittite Empire.

The evidence that has been brought forth reveals to us
& natlon that rose from an indignificant tribe to a mighty
empire, and then declined as quickly as it has risen. Its
People possessed an advanced stone age culture,. according to
w Webstert#, and engaged in agriculture and animal hus=-
bandry; they built their houses and boats. But although they
were an agricultural and trade people, their doldiers presented

*» Opo ut.. poa42¢




@1 army of warriors that was justly feared by all their foes.
In spilte of all that has come to light during the past .
half century, however, there still are many gaps in the
8%ory which we would 1like to see filled. The dates assigned .
to events still remain deduotions; and the events themselves
cannot be describesd with certaintys While the acocuracy of
Soripture has been mninta:.nad. the significant statement of
Prof. Garstang remsins truo, "We are convinced that the tale
18 not yet told." #

% "Hittite Empire" » Do 335.
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Chronology

Hittites first mentioned at time of

Sargon of Akkad.

Established in Asla Minor, with capital

at Kanes, near Boghaz Keul.

Relgn of Dudhkalivas, possibly the Tidal
of Gen. 14, -

Pilthanas enlarges Hittite holdings
Anittas; his son and successor, pushes

the Assyrians out of Asia Minor.

Hittites overthrow sSamsuditana of Babylon.
Thotmes reports that the Hittites are
s8till beyond Syria and Palestine.

B.C. Hittite power growling, but paying
tribute to ERypte i

Hittite power consolidated at Boghaz Keui,
Syrie:absorbed by the Hittites under the
warrior=king sSubbululiuma. ik
Tellel-Amarna established by Amenhotep IV,
Bullding of lower palace at Boghaz Keul
where the twblets were found by Wincklere
Battle of Kadesh.

Treaty between Hattusil and Ramses II.
Boghaz Keul falls to invaders.

Revival of Hittite city states.

Fall of Carchemish.
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