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absolute eilicacy within its essence in so far as everyone who was baptized
received certain gifts within his natuwre. The word brought no such gifts.
It was only information about the gifts.

With this understanding of the means ol grace, both baptism and the
word were made impotent in certain areas., Even though baptism brought
Christ Yo the individual, it could not work the knowledge which is necessar-
ily involved in faith. Therefore baptism worked a regeneration without
faith. Hepeneration without faith is no regeneration. The preached word
Was in reality nob even considered a means of grace, since in reality it
did not convey any grace to anyone. There were cases though where baptism
alone was considered to Le complete in itself, Baptism was considered
sufficient ror children as long as they remained children. However, in
N0 cases was the spoken word considered sufiicient. The believing adult
without baptism still lacked full regeneration.

9y degrading the position ol the preached word in relation %o baptism,
the position ou faith was also lowered. Baptism was tne decisive factor
for memoership in Christ's body and for possession oi the Spir:l..t. ‘Baptiesm
and not raith determined who would possess grace. Tﬁus children who were
baptized and who nevertheless could not delieve were included among the
regenerate, {n the other hand believing adulvs without baptism were not
considered in this group. Delitasch carried this doctrine to its logical
extremes by including baptized Socinians and Unitarians in the body of

Christ, 106

1051:1 the matter of the Lord's Supper, Peters shows that here also
the Frlangen theologians did not give faith its proper place. PFeters
exzplains the dilference between Luther and the Erlangen theologians. "Wohi
ficht ILuther darum, dasz der Geist nur im Husseren Mittel wirken will, wohl
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Connected with the "naturalistic” concept of baptism was a definite
woncept of grace, C(race was not considered the simple proclamation of
God's gracicus eottitude to men because of the death of Jesus Christ, Such
proclamation was powerless in transmitiing grace. For the Erlangen theolo-
¢lans, grace in conncction with baptism was not so much an attitude on the
part oi God as it was 2 quantity with an objective impersonal existence,
The grace ol baptism was the actval impartation of Christ to the nagure
of man. This imparvation did not involve man's spirit or his mental atui- -
tude, To have grace was not to ve under and aware of God's gracious favor,
but it was to possess something., The concept of grace here is similar to
the concept ol giits ol grace given certain persons in the New Testament,
For example, the giit of tongres was not the gracious attitude of God,

out i% was a definite gift given to particular perscns. Here the resem-

blance stops.

Connected with the concept of grace in baptism was a complete un-
balancing of the proper relationship between the Lutheran principles of

salvation, sola gratia and sola iide. This was especially true in regard

to children where grace was applied and salvation initiated without faith.
According to the Lutheran doctrine, grace can only Le perscnally appropria-
ted through faith, With the understanding that grace was a given quantity

to the nature ol man, faith was made unnecessary. It is true that according

streitet er wider allen Spiritualismus iU den 'Deus corporeus,' aber von
einer besonderen ietonung unsercr leiblichkeit, wie sie mit den Erlangen
Theologzen auch in die Abendmahlslehre Eingang gefunden hat, ist er weit
entlernt. i'dr ihn ist der totus Christus mit Fleisch und Slut sowohl im
Herzen wie im Leive gegenwdrtip. Die Gegenwart des Herrn zum Leibe, das
Propriun des svendmahles, wird nicht der Anlasz, die Leibseite zu betonen."
Ibid., pp. 1361,

This critique could also be made against the Erlaneen theologians in
regard to captism. Just because baptism is an application of physical
water to our physical bodies does not permit us to emphasize any material
operation apart Ifrom faith.



