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THYS RSLATIONGHIF OF THE UNIVIROLAL GRACH ™0 T™HE ZLECTION OF GRACHE,

The doctrine of electi»n has for many centurles presented a problem to
the theoloslans, 8 the theologlans besan to expand in sreater detail
the doctrines of the 3ible, s«nd when human reason entered, and they tried
to build up a system of doctrine, and make everything harmonize, doctrin-
al inpurities and false doctrines crept in, It was necessary to bring
abom " doctrinal refinement from time to time, It seems that the apos-
tolic Fathors touched this doctrine lishtly. The main problem was to
face the hostile world and only a few basic concepts and doctrines were
developed and promulpated. By developed we mean not the false develop-
rment of human rezson, but a better understandine of the doctrine and

its implications @3 well as applications. But soon enough this doc-
trine of elczction was to come to the foreground. Trom our reading on
the history of this doctrine it is cléar that this doctrine played an
important part in the refinerent of doctrine. oAt @any rate it hacame

the very touchstone to ferret out the slishtest error, especially on

the doctrine of God and of sin end srace. ‘hen a controvarsy reached

a peak on these matters, usually the doctrine of election became the
storm center and the real views of the disputants came to light. iver

so often this doctrine became the center of doctrinal commtroversy, amd
always it threw lisht on the issue, the real 1ssue, namely the full

grace of God.

In the discussion of this one doctrine the discussions of other doec-
trines naturally are intertwined. Thus if one balieves iﬁ an abso-
lute Gnd this attitude would color our interpretation on other sub-
jects, such as election, Or if one would not realize sin in its
true licht, this would color the doctrine of election. sbove all

if one does not hold the sola esratia the doctrine of election becomes

a real problem and doctrinal errors will creep in,



—1-
In peneral from thne beginnins there was a clear understandine of the sin-
fulness of man and the need of srace, But when the theolosians started
to dofine and to imply and to present the relationship of sin to grace,
or of men's merit to grace, the trouble started and many there became
uncertain and wavered between various opinions. The heretical opposi-
tion again and asain had its effect on the emphasis which was laid first
on one doctrine then on another, Gnosticism and l‘anichaeism,; both mys-
terious systems of religion, caused the early sAlexandrian church fath'rs
especially to emphasize the civil freedom of the will of man, to the
point of forsetting the doctrine of orisinal sin. The neo-ilexandrian
school did stress the universality of sin and did relate it to the sin
of .dam, but did not assoclate the same with the doctrine of inherited
sin. Chrysostom did realize that Adam's children would be affected by
his sins, but not the rest of humanity to follow, The first .:dam did
introduce sin into the world and depravity, but it is left to each one
Yo introduce it for himsclf, I.an should do his pert by virtue of his
gift of his will and God should use grace, both shHuld do their part,

In =zeneral the ..astern Church did not grasp the idea of sin and grace

as did the western branch of Christianity. Tertullian by accepting
traducianism, paved the way for the idea of in he rited sin. lNMonergism
was on the way in., But Augustine of lippo first drew some definite

conclusions from the monergism of Tertullian,

t was in the days af nuéustine that the doctrine of election really
came to the foreground of doctrinal consideration, discussion and con-
troversy, In his wofk, "De praedestinatione sanctorum" and "De gratia
et libero arbitrio", and othors, he outlimed his views on the doctrine,
In his case as in the case of.many other leaders of the church, it is
well to remember that they srew from error toward the truth, more and

more discoverines the truth as they progressed. Uome of their principles
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which were true from the beginning they main vained, bt others were re-
vised as their knowledme and ins ight were devsloped, su~ustine's ear-
lier life having been pmiven over to sin certainly deepened ;113 impress-
ion of the idea of sin, He knew he could not reach salvation on the
basis of his early life., lic became a student of the doctrine »f grace
and had a better conception of that then others before him of the church
fathers, for he had experienced many thin~s they had not experienced,
He had tasted of tentatios He had a better conception of the srace of

God than many theolosglans who followed him in his doctrines,

Jince supustine is such an imnortant teacher of the Church and his views
have affected discussion of the history of the doctrine of eloction, it
would be well to autline his system of doctrines., Ausustine's views have
been surmarized as follows: Uan originally was crested in the image of
7od and possessed a free will in all things. e had the ability and was
nredetermined to immortality, holiness, and salvation, but he also h=d
the ability to sin and to die. He still had to attain by self-determin-
ation to surrender fully to the will of Jod to full ownership of all the
gifts and blessings of God. liad he obeyed God perfectly his =bility not
to sin and not to die would hive been converted into the impossibility
to sin or to die. But Adam sinned and so he lost the prerogative of
this iraze of Goad and only a form of ceivil righteousness remained and
also the potentiality of beines saved. DBut .i.dam's sinful nature, with
guilt, mortality, en- punishment for sin was propagated to his of fspring
and all gencrations to come. Ior this reason only the grace of God is
able to save mankind, @race is absolutely necessary, it is the besin-
ning, the means, and the end of the Christian life., Grace is shared
with man not because he believes but that he might believe, faith is
also the work of God, ®irst God sives the will to do gnod, then the
ability. He held to a gratia pareveniens, or operans, and a gratia

subse7uens or cooperans, only it must be remembered that the latter is
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also really effective, The forgiveness of sins is the prime benefit ,but
also the inspiration to a will to do the good. Justification i1s a pro-
cess of constantly becoming more and more righteous by the infusion, or
pouring in of new gifts of srace and new powers to Will the mood. The
conmplete overdoming of concuplscense, evil lust, will not be experienced
until the beatification In heaven. Auzusiine held to a form of absolute
predestination, By experience one lcecarns that not ell men are converted,
§}nce man cannot contribute to his »wn salvation, the cause for his sale-
vation could not be imputed to man's attitude, but must be found in a
divine decree, by which God determines to save from the rass of perdition
some l'or the glorification of his gmace, buf to leave the rest to their
doom to slorify his hHly and righteous will. The cause for the election
is only the will of God and nothing in man. God would hawe all men to
be saved, means, "All that are predestinatzd.® The reprobate can in no
wise appropriate grace unto themselves, and thus the elect cannot resist
the grace of God, The only sisn of belng elected is the pcersevarance in
grace, Aucustine did cle:rly teach the eleckhon by God. He did not
teach a double predestination as later on was the case, 4e did operate
to some extent with the foreknowledse of God, but he did not make it the
cause of 7od's election,but merely a concomitant, He never ildentified

the two concepts, ifapecially did Ausustine try to counteract Pelagianisme

Pelapianism was the doctrinal trend to impute to man the freedom of will,
or a form of roral indifference, Irresistible grace and an absolute
predestination did not Mt into this system., Grace was not needed to
save man, Auzustine was so effective in his teaching that the Seminela-
gian moverent was born. Pelagius! followers did not go all the way with
him. The Semi-Pelaglans held that the freedom of will is partly impaired
and needs the assistance of divine grace, In the cmtroversy the problem
wag debated emonsz others: "How can the universal grace be harmonized with

the decree of elsction., Both sides erred. Auzustine held that the cause
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lay in %od, who did not treat all men slike, who did not sive all men
the same chance, The Semi-Velagians held that the cause lay and lied in
mans Jome men used their natural powers more than nthers. The followers
of susustine did not go as fare as to blame Mod, but did esive vnice to

the opinion of sugustine,

John Cassianus of llassilia was the first real ppponent »f su~ustine in
the camp of the Semi-Felamians, lle belicved that rman was sinful and

had inclinations to sin, but that he had the free choice to chnonse the
=nod, in which process, hovever, he nseded the mrace of 3ad to cooperate
with his will to prosress in sanctification. according to him there
would be a constant cooperat ion between grace and free will of rman to

save him,

oome of the "ollowers of Augustine later on toned down the absoluteness
of the divine decree, They made the distinction of a general &nd spec-
ial prace., Only the reception of thie special grace would bs effective,
4t the Council of Orange, 529 A.D., the doctrine of .urustine was con-
firmed, thoush this JYouncil denied the nredestination to damna®tion, It
did not settle the nroblem, lor did it commit itself clearly on this
doctrine, Nor did this decree kill semi-Pelagianism, so useful to the
ldea of the monks for a meritorious life. A thousand years laler,

Luther clearly stated the doctrine,

sbout the year 847 beman a rediscussion of the stricter and lexer view
of ‘xuqustiné. The name that especially marks this discussion is one
Gottschalk. He went farther even than -wugustine in accepting and la-
ter on promoting the doctrine of the absolute predestinati hn of man,
He taught a double predestination, to salvation and to condemnation,
He spread his doctrine to Italy. In 848 a synod in .ainz excommunica-
ted him. sPter him the discussion broke out a~sain concerning the doc-

trine he tausht, Tinally anothar synod, thet of Juiersy, sdopted four
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propositions acainst Gottschalk's doctrines, This synad postulsted the
doctrine that while God wills all men's salvation,thoush not all are
saved. Hincmar wrote several lensmbthy books amainst Gottschalk, The

natter was not clarified or settled,

In later years the Catholic doctrine was that of the semi-Felasians,and
valvin arose with his absolute predestination, and suther took the middle
course, Much has been written concerning lumther's view in the matter,
some still tried to maxe of him an Augustinian, He was a student of 5t.
Aumustine, but he in reality did not believe that tod predestinated any-
cne to condemnation. In the historical introduction to the "rislot this

mabiter is treated,

In smerica the doctrine of pred.eétina'cion becare & burning issue within

| Luthcranism, It was «ailther, a close student of Luther, who led the
battle for clarity and biblicality in this matter., This doctrine he-
came tle reans to smoKe oul even the siighbtest blit of synerglism that
right be lurking in the minds of the proponents far 2 more reasonable
view of this doctrine., Uoare leaders who tried to hurmonize this doc-
trine with human reason cot into dirficulty. The Ohio Synod was affil-
lated with the ! issouri Synod until Dr, Valther was accused of Crypto-
Calvinism by Prof. F.A.Schmidt of the lorwepian Synode This started the
controversy on the doctrine of election, Such naméds as ‘Walther, Piepsr,
Sgbeckhardt of l.issourl and stellhorn, F.A.Schmidt, Allwardt,C.H.L.
Schusette, and Ernst on the side of Ohio are significent here. 'ie have
read many of the articles presentine the discussions of this controversy,
as they have been presented in our theolo.n;;oal literature, One thing is
clear, namely that this dootrine is a real touchstone to discover and un-
cover on the one “and any absolutism and on the ~ther hand any synergism.
dhen one trics to find and ~lve an enswer to rationalize, or harmonize

the difficulty of the doctrine as nresented in the 3ible he nust be ex-
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tremely cautious. 4nd if he have any Semi-Pelagisn, synergistic, Calvin-
istic, or rationalistic views they will be exposed when he discusses this
doctirine,

Since it is not our purpose to write a whole thesis on the history of this
 dogna of predestination, we shall confine ourselves to the sketch we have
. ziven to present the problem as it has been handled to date, /e have con-
| sulted various historical and reference works for this history, such as

. Shaff-Herzop's Lncyclopedia, Kurtz's Kirchengeschichte, the Concordia
Cyclopedia, and we drew on the reading of the past on this doctrine in

our ~wn theolopical literature.

In preparing this theéis we shall not be able to present anything new on
the subject, In fact we view our purpose, not to invent something new,

- but to present the 5iblical view on this subject, It would be difficult
for anyone even to invent a n:w error on thls doctrine, since that field
has bsen quite completely covered by human reason of the past. Even
though the variations of such erroneous views are many and manifold, the
basic errors are few, Our aim is not to invent anything new, lest haply
we fall into error. Yet a study of this subject will have its direct
value for ourselves, After this study, we ought to have a clecarer view
of the matter than ever before, and if nothing else, we will have a
better appreciation for the GRACE of God, one great distinguishing mark

of the Christian religion.

kguman reason has discovered a problem with regard to the two concepts of :
UNIV .RSAL GRACE and the GRACE OF ELECTION, The universal grace of God

inc ludes all sinners, God loves all, accordinz to the doctrine of uni-
versal srace, Y-t in the election of grace he has chosen only some to
sal vation, Human reason rebels and interposes its objection, saying:

"How can a fiod, who loves all, choose only a part of the human race far
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Apostles Yaul declares (teaches by his own exampls), who after having
argued much concerning this 4rticle from the revealed Jord of God as
Soon 2s he comes to the roint where he shows vwhat God has ressrved for
his hidden wisdom concerning this mystery, suppresses and outs it off

with ‘he following words, <Homell,53efs

Dr. FeieKretzmsnn in en article on "The flection of Grace" cov:rs the
problem in hand in the following lanpuacze; as guoted from his Gomment;el:t-z;r.1
Volume 2, pags 47: “If we thms adhere stridly to the argumentation of
Seriptures and apply the comf wrt of Seriptures to our heart, then our
thoughts will not revert to others, then we shall not yield to the temp-
tation of speculating of this doetrine in its so-called reasonable con-

clusions and will thus be spared the dengers into which such specula-

tionsvlead.“

From the book Christian Dogpmatics, by J.T.Mueller, we quote the fol-

lowinz &s pertainine to the problem: "In conclusion we may say that
Just as we are not to solve the mystery of election by denying the so-
la gretia (synergism), so we must not solve it by denying the gratia
universalis and ascribe to God, contrary to Scripture, an eternal de-
ceree of reprobation. Hoth "solutions™ are equally radionalistic and

in dirsct cnnflict with the Yord of G d."

We submit also this statement from the bnok, Christian Vogmaties,d.T.

Mueller, page 612: "In sunmary, it is clear who so meny reject the
Scriptural doctrine of eternal election, namely, for the simple reason
that they wish to "harmonize® the divine testimonies when they seem-
ingly contradict each bdbher" (universalis sratia; sola gratia). Syn-
ergism harmonizes the divine testimonies by denyinz the sola gratia;
Calvinism, by denying the univorsalis gratizs, In both cases, as Dr,
F, Hente says, "human reason critizes, and lords it ov:r, the infall-

ible Word of God."
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Pre F. Pleper thoroughly am clearly presented the doctrine of universal

grace and election grace at the same tie., We quote a definition glven
by him to a class in dopmatics as dictated by him: "Defini tion: Die ewige
Erwaehlung ist die Hendlung Gottes an den Christen, wodurch er sie von
Ewigheit nisht um inre iWerke Willen, sondern allein aus Gnaden um Christi
Willen, Aug dem Wege der Gnadenmittel mit Berufung, Glaube, Rechtfert-

lgung, Heiligung und Erhaltung Bedacht hat, Die ewige Erwaehlung steht

im ksusal Verhaeltnis zu dem ganzen Christenstand, in dem die Christen
in der Zeit sich befinden."

Dr, Adolph Hoenecke gives a clear objective and dispassionate presenta-
tion of the doctrine of election, appending also the various divergent
views upon this doctrine. Concerning efforts to harmonize the univer-
sal grace and the grace of elction, he makes the following corments:
"Eine dritte falsche Stuetze ist der Grundsatz, dasz die Theologie die
Aufgabe habe, die Glaubenslehre. in Harmonie oder gar in ein System zu
bringen. Im @egenteil, die Theologie hat nur die Aufgabe, die von Gott
in der Schrift gelehrten Glaubensartikel aus derselben vorzalegen, zu
beweisen und in ihrem von Gott wirklich gesetzten Zusammenhange zu zei-
gen, Sie hat aber weder im strengen Sinne ein System zu bauen, noch
Harmonie zu bewerkstelligen, wo Gott keine gemacht hat. Dasz Herstell-
ung der Harmonie die Aufgabe der Theologle sei, wird von Vertretern der
Intuituslehre behauptet; vgl. den den angefuehrten Bericht der Synodal-

konferenz.," Cf., Dogmatic-Hoenecke. Bd.III. sub Election.

We have given a brief oross-cut of the opinion of various theologians

of the early days, as we did in the historical sketch, in the introduc-
tion to this thedis, and we have now listed the conclusions of various
Lutheran theolozians. The Lutheran viewpoint is unique in the history
of this doctrine. The Lutheran viewpoint is unique in that it attempts

no harmonizing, and therefore indulges in no rationalizing in this

doctrinal problem of reconciling the doctrine of the "gratia universa-
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1is" ang the "gratia electionis.” Calvinism as well as syne rgism can
have no place in Lutheran theology, even though Dr. Walther and the Mis-
Souri Synod have often been labelled as Celvinists. All truly Lutheran,
or Bible theolomians, have concluded the matter with the words from Ro-
mans 11, 33f, which we quoted at the bezinning 'of this symposium, In
this symposium it was not our intention to give a comprehensive, or even
& sumnmary of the presentation of these theolozians of the doctrine as a
Wwhole, but we confined ourselves to their comments on the problem in-
volved in the subject of this thesis. In other words what was their
opinion on the matter of the problem of holding to UNIVERSAL GRACE and
at the same time clingin~ to the GRACE OF ELECTION, one being smeneral,
and the other beinz a particular application. All without exception
leave it as an unsolved mystery, and urge all to take thelr reason cap-

tive and to belicve,
lg shall now conclude the thesis in the following chapter.

CONCLUSION,

There is some relationship between universal grace and the srace of slec-
tion, It is clear from our study that GRACE is the motivating power be-
hind salvation, and the election is the ceuse of salvation. God desires
earnestly that all men repent and live, that all be saved. By grace God
chose certain individuals to salvation. The way we might express the re-
lationship between the universal grace and election grace is to consider
the universal grace, as grace essential, and to think of the election
grace as grace functionally, or grace applied., s2ssentially grace is
grace in both cases, Functionally there is a difference, considering
the effective application. Universal gracd expresses the true attitude
of God toward all men, “he election is this ‘grace applied in the mind
of God to individuals and carried out by means of the means of grace and

by the power of the Holy Ghost.
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#We now shall 1list some general and practical conclusions to this matter.

l. There can be no contradiction between universal grace and the grace

of elsction,

2. The true logical relationship, or rather theological relationship,
between these two doctrines of the Bible cannot satisfy man in his
human state on earth, because of man's limitations.

3« The relationship between these two doctrines exists and it is di-
vinely logical,

4., e must stress universal grace everywhere, also to the Christians,
but especially to such as are not, and are concerned about their
salvation.

5. ‘e must use the doctrine of the grace of election properly. +its
comfort lies in the fact that man is el:cted and saved BY GRACE,
and inot by merits and works. That makes man feel parsonally cer-
tain of the possibllity and reality of his salvation.

6. This doctrine is a warming to all such as would seek salvation by
their own good works, and are self-rightous.

7. Thus both doctrines, the doctrine of univ:rsal grace and the grace
of election are to be used to glorify God as the source of salvation,

So D_l GO

THE END,
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