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CHURCH UNION 

Part II 

IN THE LIGHT 

oF 

SCRIPTURE 

Church Union and the Church:- There is: one Gnurch. It 
is united in spirit..worked by the Holy Ghost..God 
Wills that the members of the Church show their unity 
ef spirit in outward agreement..<What promotes the 
best interests of the Churchecevececececcececceccecepe 1 

Unionism:-Definition...-Arguments in favor of unionism... 
Sharing one another's treasures..does not make sense.- 
Union for the sake of the world..-misconception of the 
true purpose of the Church..--«Imossibility of unity in 
doctrine..nct soeeedenial of clarity of Bible...Charity 
and admonition...True charity points out neighbor's 
faults..Duty to be patient..-~-Agree to disagree..not 
permitted by God's Word eeccceceveccecececcevocecececeDe 5 

Unionism and the Bible:-Doubts expressed concerning 
certain texts... hom.16,17-18 and Matt.7,15.16a examined... 
they do apply to all false teachers. .Obher passages. 
which apply. «All forbid unionism. cececsecececcoececerePe 14 

The Unionistic Cancer:-Indifference toward God's Word.. 
We are to Love cod's whole Word..-indifference has 
harmed the Church cccceccececceccececacevecccoceecceeleo 21 

The Way to Union in the Church:-Not the way of unionisn.. 
Wot an easy Way...Return to the truth...Who is guilty 
of divisions...Loyalty to truth unites...The Word is 
the all-important thing..-Constant study of the truth 
necessary..Discussion of the difference among those who 

are divided..-Strict confessionalism not popular..-God _ 

alone builds the Churche cececvceccscecevecescccececesechec 25



Church Union and the Church 

The problem of chureh union must finally be 

settled by the Word of God. Hence it is necessary 

to set down the principles which the Word of God 

applies to our problem.. Before doing that, however, 

it is necessary for us to know what God in His: in~ 

fallible vord has to say abcut the Church, what it 

is, what He expects of it,etc. 

Much complaining is done in our day about the 

divided state of Christendom. Many are bending every 

effort to esteblish a church which is: united. These 

people forget that there is: a united Church, one 

body, with one Head, who. is Christ. "T am the good 

shepherd, and know my. sheep, and am know of mine", 

"They shall hear my voices; and there shall be ONE. 

FOLD, and one shepherd", John 10,14.16. There Is 

ONE Church. This is what we call the "invisible 

Church". It is the body of all true believers. It 

is the Communion of Saints. It is that united Church 

of which we confess in the Third Article, "I believe 

in the Holy Ghosts; the Holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints". This is the body of Christ.. 

This Church is united in spirit. It isa sp- 

iritual union,. It is a union of all true believers. 

All believers belong to it, believers of every race, 

color, and social standing. Paul says, "Now, ye are 

the body of Christ and members in particular", 1 Cor. 

12,27. "And (God) gave him to be the Head over all 

things to the Church, which is His body", The dis- 

tinquishing mark of the members of this: invisible 

Church is saving faith in Christ in the heart. "Ye  
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are all the children of God by faith in Christ 
Jesus", Gal.Z,26,-In this: Church there are no un- 

believers, no hypocrites, no false Christians. Only 

believers belong to it. 

"The saints. on earth and those above 

But one communion make; ; 

Joined to their Lord in bonds of love, 

Bll of His grace partake", 

Dr. Stoeckhardt in his commentary on Ephesians, 

p.180 says, "The believing Christians are in reality 

and in truth one and united. The one spirit and 

faith joins them and unites them. Christian faith, 

if I may use the expression, is the chief social 

principle, Christian faith, which, of course, not 

all men have, but which in no case is ever limited 

ta one soul, and there is, e0 ipso, the communion 

of believers". 

This unity of spirit is a work of the Holy 

Ghost. For this unity of spirit the Savior prayed 

in His high-priestly prayer, John 17,20-23. saving 

faith in Jesus Christ as the one and only Savior ~ 

from sin is the mark which distinquishes the memb- 

ers of the invisible church. This 1s a work of the 

Holy Ghost, John 14,26; John 16,15. 3 
The members of this Church accept God's Word 

as His final revelation to man, This Word forms the 

basis of the Christian's convictions. This does. not 

mean that all the believers understand every Word of 

Scripture in the same way. It does not exclude the 

possibility of errors in regard to certain teachings:
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of the Bible. It is possible for saving faith to 

exist in spite of these things. "Der seligmachende 

Glaube kann wohl bet Unkenntnis und falschem Verst- 

aendnis von Fundamentallehren und paneer Teilen der 

Schrift bestehen", Proceed. synod.Conf.1931,p-11. 

"Although among these (in the body which is built 

upon the true foundation, i1.e., upon Christ and 

feith) there are also many weak persons, who build 

upon the foundation stubble that will perish,i.e., 

certain unprofitable opinions (some human thoughts 

and opinions), which, nevertheless, because they do 

not overthrow the foundation, are both forgiven them 

and also corrected, And the writings of the holy 

Fathers testify that sometimes even they. built stubb- 

le upon the foundation, but that this did not over- 

throw their faith". Triglotta, p.252. 

Now, it is the will of God that the inward 

union of all true believers manifest itself in out- 

ward agreement. Stoeckhardt says in his commentary 

on Ephesians, p.181, "When Christians: convene and 

unite for common preyer and divine worship and then 

associate in love, humility, and patience, they 

thereby only manifest that unity which existed before", 

This does not mean that the Lord of the Church de- . 

mands that the spiritual union of all true believers 

muBt express itself in organic union. Many in their 

zeal for a united Christian front have advanced the 

false theory that the Lord requires this and that 

this was the practice of the early Christian Church. 

It was not. The apostles alvays spoke of the Church 

as a spiritual house, 1 Pet.2,5; Eph.2,22- Jesus  
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said that the Kingdom of God comes’ without ob- 

servation,-there is no external sign by which the 

spiritual union may be recognized. God has de- 

manded only that where men profess. to be the foll- 

owers of Christ they establish local Ghristian 

congrevations and the ministry of the Word. While 

He has not ordered the formation of external un- 

ions, such as’ synods, denominations, etc, still it 

is His will that Christians who profess: the same 

faith cooperate, worship together, work together, 

commune together. As. members of one body they sh- 

ould work in harmony. 1 Cor.12,10ff5 1 Cor.1,10-13. 

The confessions of our church agree to this, and 

many other passages of the Bible inculcate it. John 

8,523 Matt.28,19-20; Luke 16J17; Acts 2,42; 1 Tim. 

4,16; Heb.10,235. 

Those who countenance division in the Church 

run sauarely into the face of scripture. While 

competition may be a good thing.in secular business, 

if is not.a profitable thing or God-pleasing in the 

King's business. We must call that denominational 

pride. On the other hand, we must not think that an 

external union of the Church would. necessarily pro- 

mote its best interests. "We believe that the Church 

was not organized by our. Lord. to solve. social apa 

economic problems. The Church is inrthe world for 

the one purpose of preaching the Gospel. True, the 

Church. éxetvises. an influence: for good in the world. . 

It does this, however, not because of its numbers, 

neither because of an imposing organization which 

by public pronouncements: on such questions. as war
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and peace, labor and capital, marriage and divorce, 

and similar problems, it can influence legislation. 

The Church exercises an influence on good in the 

world by the pious lives of its members. When the 

individual members of the Church put into practice 

what they preach and confess, then the Church is: 

strong in the world, There was no great church or- :   ganization, no Synod or any. such thing in the days 

of the apostles and yet the mpostalie church wielded / 

an influence over the lives of men which is truly 

astonishing. This was done because the Christians: 

of those days put into practice the principle, that ~~ 

though they were in the world, yet they were not of 
the world". A. Brunn, American Lutheran, Dec.1941,p.8. 

THUBEEE EEE 

* inion sm 

The ecclesLastical term "Unionism" has but one 

meaning, It is always used by us to condemn the thing 

for which it stands, the unitgng in religious worship 

or work on the part of those who are not united in 

doctrine. Some would call this "union", Thus the 

Standard Dictionary states concerning unionism, tthe 

principle of combination for unity of purpose and 

action". Negatively stated, unionism isnot an att- 

empt to unite on the basis of doctrine. Its essence 

is to agree to disagree. Hence "unionism is church 

dion without unity of doctrine". Or,"Unionism is the © 

answer of our modern age to the unanswerable question 

‘of the prophet Amos (3,3), "How can two walk together 

except they be ‘agreed?".Proceed KasteDist.1951, p-65- 

“nghe joining in religious worship or in réligious work



6 

or in both by such as ane not in doctrinal agree- | 

ment is religious unionism", Tract, nReligious Union- 

ism", by J.H.C.Fritz,p.2. 

The various arguments advanced by unionists in 

defence of unionism may be outlined as follows: 

1.’ The: churches: need to share each other's 

treasures, The World Conference of Christian Youth 

issued this manifesto in 1939; "We believe that the 

different churches: need each other. A great re- 

sponsibilfy rests, therefore, on us to seek oppor- 

tunity in our ow countries: and in the vlaces wh- 

ere we live for closer cooperation in work and for 

larger sharing in worship with our fellow-Christians. 

The world needs a united church, We must be one, 

that the world may believe.‘ The world will not wAéit’ 

while we argue, neither will God have us ask Him 

to achieve by miracle what we are unwilling to work 

for ourselves". This may be called a give-and—take 

plan. It would mean ‘that no particular deonmination 

would have to give up its peculiar beliefs. It would 

share them with others. Thus the Lutherans would share 

the doctrine of justification alone*by faith with 

Roman Catholics, and Roman Catholics would share with 

Lutherans the doctrine of. salvation by works. Accord- 

ing to the argument, both would be enriched. Thus also 

the Reformed would share with the Lutherans: the Reformed 

teaching on the Lord's Supper, and Lutherans would share 

_with the Reformed in the doctrine of the real presence 

of the.Lord's body and blood in the Sacrament. All this 

does not make sense, No one can accept the Lutheran 

doctrine of. justification by faith alone without taking


