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sah 1s called tac crouwn of creation. As true as it is,waen
cousidering tue lacultlies of uis soul,it is Just as true on tne otaer
nand, tnat ite is mure nelpless vaan any otner creature wien entering
into tais world; and if you would leuve aim alone he woula soon
idlseravly perisa. Aud tals is crue ui asn not ior severdl weess only,
out for sone ycurs,as to anls aind and as to als uvuay. Leit entirely
Lo self,wituout contact with vilaer superior winas,nis winu would
reuain pracilcally a nlgnk.hnd would rise little, i1 any,above tne
instincts o1 an animal, 8See Geroeruing Tne Lutaneran Catecaist pg, €l7-18,.
And if ae would come in contact wita sava;e creatures ae would amccept
sowe of tneir peculiarities and full into many aurtiul practices. Con=
aequentl& uen needs & teacner wno lewas nim to tae trutn and ni;ner
ideals of liie. e

Sut man needs wore taan intellectusl guiaance. iis wina is 1illed
with dar«<ness and sin,as ne is"out & crying caild in tae nigat; wuly
& caild cryiné fcr a light." Gerverding guge lo. dis soul is made for
God and finds no rest until it rests in Goa. Augustine, uwitaout a
teacher ne finds out very little grutn. :

In & Coristian nome tne wotaer usually is tne rirst teacaner. Aand
after Suptism tne cuild is a caild oi Goa,ana must taen ve orougut up.
in tae nurturc and adzonétion of tae lord,and tnis vy weans ol living
and instruction, It is lrue, tae child dues not unders®nd much at first,
sonetiwes not even ais own prayers, but it will soon learn to understand.
and sometimes-if motaer forgets about tie evening prayer, tae caild wiid
renind her of it. And if we searca tne Scriptures,as Jesus comuands us
to do according to John 5,39,ve plainly see tnat at all times pious
parents taught their children in the way ol salvation,and taus some Kki:d

of a catechumenate wus alwaja there,as its roots lie far back in tne

Uld rlegtament. .
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A, 1, Tae “igtory o. neligious Temcning: in tae Old Testauent.
In Paradise we find tne very veginning ol sowe kind of reli.ious

instruction. God H}mself veingy tne temcuer instructing ais ciildren

in Tae doctrine of sin;and grace,Luw ana Lospel, transgression,iLs Col-

sequences,and its remedy. Here we find u catecnesis in lLaw &na uospel,
gin ana grace. ~iuwilar instruction God gave to Cain,Noan ect.nretzuann
fpe Teacainy of Heligion. Vol. V.puge 1.

In tne Patriarcnal age Lue fatuner was tane propuet, tae teacuer, e
priest,znd tihe catecaist of tae nouse,wnich sometines numwered nunareds
of svuls. In Gen.18,19 God speaks of Aorsnam:® For I xnow nim ne will
coumand his caildren and his houseuold after aim tnat tauey saxll keep
the way q; tae Lord,to do justice and judguent.® And in Ex.l%z,&%611.,
we aave & wonderful example now God instructea tne Jews to expluin
tne Passover to tneir calldren, And finally in Deut.6,%ws find tal loses
tells tne cnilaren of Israel now to teach taeir caildren.

Jut we do not find systematic instruction in tne home ounly,lwr tae
Courcn of Israel also usde provision for it, 4ae priests and tae Levites
were to teaca tae people,&s we clearly sec frow lev.lu,lly Deut.35,10,

As time vwent on and tae Jews pecauwe & migaty unation,it followed
in tne course of time that Gentiles were admitte. to wemoersnip. But
oefore tney were admitted to participate in tne services, Laey were
instructed in tne true religion und tnen had to confess taeir faita in
God,and taen tney were received oy means of proselyte-vaptiswm, Aand in
later deys they shd special instruction in tne Law and tue propnets,
special teacuers and afternoon services.tgee'for all wiho would come GO
receive inswructicn. <Tais taen clearly shows that, while tnere was no
formal modern catecnumenate in the Old Testament Lile idea is taere.

And we see that religlous instruction is as vld @8 auwmanity.

During the time Israel was in Lgypt,at least the first two nuncred
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years,tney nud plenty time tu teacn their cinildrea tne will of God,&s
we see Irou the lact tnat ifoses was 80 wWell trained in tane £nowledge of
tae true Gud, that®oy faith iioses viaen ne was come t0 years refused to
be called to oe tae sun of Panaraoh's aaugntec; caousing rataner to
guffer witliction with tae peuple of God,taan tuv enjoy the pleasures of
siu for a ssasun,esteewiny lnc reprouca ol burigt greater ricaes Laan tone
treasures in Egypt: fLor he nad respect unto tae recompence of tne Tre-
vard." Heb.ll,24-26. And vaen ne becaus tne leader oi taat great nation
his chief aim waz always to instruct and educate nis pecple in the true
religion of God. 7Tue suuie must be said aoout Josaun. Altaovuga als
instruction was not !Ft forwal,out tners was instruction and training
in every aouse., Even&the religious standard in Israecl was quite low,
as,for instence,in the time of the Judges,there vas still true worsalp,
and people believed in Je:movan. YTne Tavernucle at onilon and the aanual
sacrifices of men like Slianun uive evidence 0f inils steatewent, Aua in
tae tiwe of Samuel as Jjuage,wo rind tue"sciaouls ol tae propaets.*
aretzusnn inc Teacaing of Leligion page Y.

According to tune Second scuk 6 tue hings we lind tael tacre were
four schools uperating naumely at Rgmn.at Gioeu,et il el,and &t Jericao,
and still tney could not house ull the students,some nzu to live in
neignooring houses,end otners in dormitories,and additions to tae §C000ls
were uade frequently. :

Under tae reign of David and Solomon religious teacaing wus of &
aigh standard,of waich the psalms,the Prophets,und tae Ecclesiastes
wive sufficient evidence. Yes,even during tne Exile religious teacning
was not forgotten,especially under VJaniel,tzexiel,and Jereuiza. And
when the Jewq finelly returned to.tae Holy Land taey soun oullt up
schools and taught thneir children. This wus caiefly done oy extending
tne scope of the aynagogs,whicn were found uluost in every city in the

“*
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Holy I-and.'out" particularly oy the establishment of regular schools
according to tne system of Simon ben Shet.a_m. Se¢ Kretzuann Tane Teaching
ol Religion pege 5. %*aere can be no question that their religlows
training oegan &t home,followea by the elementary scuool,tae aiganscaool,
tne accademy or college. And Jesus nimself luter approved of taeir
metuods o1 teacning ®§ we sec,und so does St. Paul LI, Lim. 3,14-17. But
of much greater importence became tne catecnumenate in the Hew Testament.

II, Tae History of tne New Testament Catecaumenate.

It goes witnout saying,as shown aoove,tnat a formal or regular
catechumcnate uld not exist in tae Vld nor in tne lew Testauent during
tne early decades. Tne Apostolic Canurcn was too ousy witn missianary
WOTK,88 t_“ne,y went every where preacaning tae Vord especially to the Jews,
wno nad Moses and tane prophets. Even Jesus nad ever"fauznt in the synagosi
every Sabbath,"and tne attendants in the aynawy,s'were'not. ignorsmt coll-
cerning the religion of God. kost of taem cauwe in cuntact wita Joan tae
sgptist,Jesus,or some ol tne spostles. 50 tne chief aiw of religious
instruction ves to convince them that Jesus was tae prouisea licssien.
See l.keu Catecaetics papge 12.

Tne Bouk of tne Acts of tae Apostles gives us & clear picture oi
tne missionary work tne apostles aid. At Pentecost all who believed
Peter's prezcaing vere ozptized. Su the preacaing of Pailip result in @&
greet number of veptisms in Sawaria. It vas :l.nqtrlicting.but really not
catecnizing in tne modern semse. Cormelius,tne jailer,Lydie,and otaers
were baptized atter they had zccepted Unris.t,and furtner instruction
followed as a matter of course. Tae congregations vere edified and
ingtructed fj.n the Scriptures,in private and publi.c.'eapecially Dy mealus
of the letters of the apostles.

The cohtrast between believers and unbe.l.ievers,.lews'and Gentiles,

pecamne more and more uarzed. So the Christians were cowpelled to 10or-
uulate



"thol.r dﬁotri.ne mre o:l.urla.ul m-r to dctm thme:.ve- uul tholr‘*
dectu.ne againnt amni.eu. !hil thcn brought n‘bout u certd.n untu.:iit
3 teaoh:l.ng.and by the oud ot tne r.'l.rlt cent\u'y tne need of - 8 chruuan.

.;

cntachunena.te was keenl.v rel.t.
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Jonn'the napust ha.d been s na.tiom ton.cher.nnd -Teaua iumnll.t.nﬁ _f__
tae a.ge of twelve bnem a%ohild of tne I-aw."and m tuqueuuy tound i.n

the temp].e both hearing nu teachera and uking them quostionl.. ms
: mothor.andoubtedly taught hi.n 1n the. el.ementary b:ancu-.nd tnon Bo _
increased in’ undom and knowledge with God m m.propuiug Himo:l.t tor
His mission work. :And ifhen He went up n.nd down in the Holy m tu'ehzu_e'
* and presching on the highms.at nen lmu.in tne bnat md omr 1!.“

to: make mon use nnto salvat!.on. Very prominent u a prmhnr m
‘teacher wu aho Bt. Paul.u-ins thempp-rc-yti.u mthod.u u clurly
from Kots 14,14 rf. And his ca.tachot.toal netnod we see c'nn e:.uur':x
. him epistlu. 2 cor.a.l-e.- :'='?" R "-‘:':_- 3 i'_l;-
Gt tae cnuroh il bned upon the com.‘l.lsl.ou ot Cnr:lst g.tnn on Eount Ouvet i
-‘ jusl: bet‘ore HO s-cented lnto hmwen.‘aecording to llatth.aa.la-zi). £ Inh
: reada a,a trmlatod by n. .ﬁ.lhyer'- urnl trmhuon m‘ tmjn !o_.::_':"-.'

e - a8 touon ’-Teaup tut n.'l.nzu.und udete lm ihnonz nrl‘lenen .llt nl.r

" alle aernenermht im ﬂ:l.mel und auf. Erden, . Genet.scmtfot miraus
.+ .allen’ lin.t:l.onen Schuel.er. tautot. :.:le aur dn Bekenntnias des Vnteu uud
: .. des: Sohnos und de _;"heui.gen Geittea.und J.ehret s.'l.e.ulu su antouon.--" £
_'-Lﬂu :I.oh ouoh ;ebnt;n hﬁ.’be. i lmd :uho. ich bin al.le Isge mlt euch bis :
an dn EMe (ue_up !sltalteu. ?.""_-__Upon tn!.s foundauoncthe utoehnnn;u
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as well as the duties of spreuding tne gospel of Jesus Carist in all thé
world. lere we clearly see tnat tne Apustles in taeir missionary.l;nor

aucng Jews and Centiles were satisfied when tneir couverts <ncw and

.belleved tnat Jesus is the Carist,tne Savior of tae world; &nd vaen they

were baptized. And tnen after Saptism tney guve them ifurtaer instruction

as Carist commanded tnem to do. And We nave in tnis commission tae prin-

.ciple clearly laid down for tne later foruxl catecauwrenste., &o tae formal

eateohupenate grev out of its necessity., sut some elementury instruction

slways precedeu Baptism which admitted to tae felluwsnip snd commnion

‘of tne Caurcn. It can not be denied that taec missionaries nud tc oegin

with tneganults.aust as our missionaries do in nestnen lands; and of
course -the opposers of infant oaptisw stwmole over taese Ifacts. altaough |
aldults were instructed and baptized first, tae caildren vere selr-evi-
dently included. "This proumise is unto you and unto your caildrem.® 5o
God Himself nad instituteu infant vaptisw in tae Cnristian Caurcn.
Cnildren are not naturally oorn into tne kingdom of God,tney wust pe wade
disciples by means of Baptism. Tne loving Snepncra does not only say:
*t€ed ¥y sneep,®He also says:"teed liy lamos." As to adults,personsl faith
was connectev with daptism and served as an incentive to lead & godly life.
Tanis self-evideﬁtly reqﬁired religious instruction for all vao were able
to be instructed and as s0on as taey vere able to learn, 7o acquire this
ceréhiu men were needed and also certain facilities and so tie catecau-
menate caxe into existence,and we fina it in some form &t ull times.

‘4nere can be no doubt that tae instruction of tne young is ess ential

. in the Cnurch as a divine institution. Just as essential it is to .preach

tae Gospel of Jesus Carist to tne adult memvers,and tne Seclsorgée in
special cases. HAfter the Caurch has succeeded in toucaing tae hearts of

some individuals by means of the Gospel preached to the multituue.sne

oégins with those wno express their desire or willingness to reoéive
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cutecnetical instruction., It is self-eviaent tout tnere is a difiecrence
vetween tae work couccruing tne auult wembers and tae cailurein. ki tae
Tirst ciuss iv weans tu muaintain ana cultivate svuls,ana in tae secona
pluce 1t is to plunt una c¢stabllsh,with tne zim in view tuat tneir feita
may be lounued anu vased upon Varist as Lae Buck of A.es. To accouaplish
tais, mucn patience,cndurance,end wisaom is required; as it means a
aaily growing in sanctification,witnout waica no vae s:aull sce unéporu.
Knowing und duigg,living and oelieving,must (0 nund in auno in tui;mutter‘
or tie aim will ve tou remote to ve reacnea. It must consiist in tie cAurc\,

wnen a cutecaumen declared nis wiliinguess to enter Lae cateciuwenate
he cmpliedly cnlered tae ciaurcn anu accepted fAer CONIE3SLGAS,as mucn as he
knew uoout tuem for tne time veing. +uen it oecoues tne duty or the et~
Cnurch oy weans of ner Leacuers and presavness to waxe tae catechuuwen
acqguainted wita tane confessions proper,so t.iey vecoiie couscicvus lucts to
ali,and taus ve enlisted in tae Caurca,

daptlis:u aud always playes an important part in this process,uue to
the lact taut some were baptized as childrean ana otaers as adults. Tais
aages it evident tnatv tae.nlstory of tae catecnuuenate maiue-divlueu into
several distinguisned catepories,nawmely,tne proselyte cutécnumenate and
tae caildaren catecauwenate. Vhile tne first uentioned wné round predoiuidé
Bingly in tne ancient Bnurch, tae calldren catecnumsnate was practiced
in tae =iuale Ages and since.tne Heformatiocn o1 tae l6ta century. In tue
Apostolic Cnurch tae catecaumenate usually naa Baptisu s uis alw,out
since iﬁfsnt baptism was generally introduced in tae caurca, tae caﬁhe-
caumenste depends upon conditions as to anow long and how savrt it may oe.
To understend tne practice of the Cnurch as to tane.cateciaucsaate,we nust
&0 ;uep by step and see now it originated;developed,ann finally came to us,

ttle catechetical wors was done in
Ine preparation of tae

. It gues witnout suying- thal 1i
tne Apostolic as well as in the Patristic age.
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proselytes iur “arisviunity ususlly wus of 30urt uuration,una,as & rule,
¢f & private nDature. Iu; real instructlon Ltuug pluce bl ler LaylLlsia,
accoruln; tuv Juauiu? “orlyr. UClcacnS aLLANUS 3&y8 Luau doc wad Oapllicu
al Ler saVihng vesll AHNSLIUCLEQ LUl LIly Ciarce WONLGSE ) wiau a_uuc; CullG LenteEs
reCeiVed oVoli lu8S 1:.8LTUCLLION. wuu uLlUcrulily p.i7. Juule Wid,a0uever,
& UlliErefice ULlkelll JunB @il USHLLLES &8 bu vapbiBitil Lu3LiucGivi. Walle
Nau tu LolilcVe LAl JE8uUB wad Llvally Lds gruiilscu wssilou, lic acucolol
'

U4 tie Ruall,alil bic S&VALY &n0 Aln, o1 all nutions, vus vellites' dta ink
asd to ve plantea 1irst,sv Lac accCeplance ol Carist ana u avly jlie were
rejuirea. Inis comuon iounautlion we seC 1lu tae Lelier Lo tuae Heurews P
ANG unaouvtedly tae ?iuauue.so;u c8CAEtuluical clowclls aulu Sume Pre=
cepls accordinug to I Tness.4,3=-08 vere rejuired, Iue meshliu, ol Saptisu,
Bivlical History,tas Lura's Supper,ulld wilv Lulu's .Tajer welc ciglained.
And Dr. sacu 18 CulreCl Wulen Qe sintes naah waen Larist caulled 1113 ulsci=-
ylea'fiéuers ol meh'.ﬁe U1 NOT uily uXpecl TO CabCa Liem wiba Lae uet O
tide Guspel,dul LU leosu Laek,Nasely Lu veaCd Luei U LwstiVe Lil Lis
valngs He 2e0 cowsanuea tuem. I[N sendig, Cucw wul Cu preuca tue Gupel,
ne puve toew litcle praciicc,ana usgpite Lacir Ieilurlc uurlng dis sullel-
ing,wnen wuey &ll leil ﬂim,iuuas vetruyea did,Poter ucnicu itlm,ana tae
olner desciples nua f'lea,He re-vnstutea taca: into Qxxxce.usaihnln& tae
waole world as & mission Licld L Lheu,und ¢&VE LAGw, V&3 iusd Lie uupel,
Suptism and &ll <inds of mirscles LU accouamglisa wnat wiica taey viers sent
for. But tneir canicf work was to teaca und preacn lae Guspel ol Carist,

Histurians du not agree waclier Lue CaleCuunecis wWerle ulvided into
turee or four classes. %“e jquoty lrowm tne Encyclopacdia idritunulca we-
tae 10lloving iacts,." Catecaumens were usually aiviweua intu rour'classea;

Tae 1irst clasa appculS LW nave oesn tnose wno wers 8uill in tae conaition

L
of inquirers,-tiacsc wWn0 nad deen suﬁ}ciently iupresscd b, tuat taey aed

heard o1 Caristianity tuv wisn for more complete instructiun, It vould

scen taat’ tnis tirst lnstruction was, from motives of pruaence,ziver

L
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.
Privatly wid aol In tae caurcunes. ine secCuna cluss cuansistel of té?‘ who,
nevilg, tilus LHSLLuClEG,wWere 10und vwortday of oeing, wdumitted tc tae @ Lreaes,
NoL,iunVel, L0 LlaXe aliy cwr't in tue 00ly mysterics,or cven,:s it would Suenm
il tae pruyess ¢l tae laitaiul,out for uae nuarina'ur Lite SuclaGns &d
exnortallens,slu Lne reaulng ol tne Gospel. Tnose wele &CCLLullgly cnllén
audiclles,=acarers. Thcy lelt LOe cuurca wilen tde réadlll; 01 Lue Sucrea
Scriplures ana Lae Sl uud DEeuIl cunéluueu. e Lolra cisss culisistea
Ll Luuse wno nua 1oruull; uvenzilueu vaptism, wnu placed tuelr laucs in tae
list o1 Lﬁe cutcCcauscns. Taese were culléu prosireali or gelicllectus bes, =
LNUsSe WU snared in Lice prayers ol tne counglesalloli. die 1urla Gl wus
tae clecti or competentes,or LA0S¢ WnAO auwd cumpletea tne perlod of nneir'
Provullon,elu welc Geeme écuay L0 recelVec uuétism.unu vnly o av sv on.
e LILET occasion,taut is to say.ét tiac lollowlng Laster oL Pgnuecost.é
Vul.V.p.2cv. -
Juile a cualge tuix place 1n tie culécaumenate il tne liwe wil

Urigpen, Lae o tuae fact Laal uore &l 0re &,0Slales wele iluld &nlilg
tae Carlstlans on account of tae suVels pursScCulliinsg,Jut wlso on account
vt tae State sauviuy 1ltsell ovnevolent toewara tiae Caurci soweblucs,kaly
declarca taelr aesire tu Jdin wae Ciaurca vut oi lipul's :nouv:;s;‘ Win 48 a
precuution tae Caurci aad to urpallize tae cutecunuuenabe 1nto sirict
clusses,slu uluer well Lrulnea LeucC:isrs. Jrlgen wad & eluat prowvter in
tuls metter. Su Loe candidaces were not only nearcrs in tac sscoha class,
VUl uS stated zoove,were peraittev tO allend auiviie Services L prove
tneir inte,rity vefore tney were vaptizea. Speclal Gaotice was Laxdl us
tv tueir conduct in every-auy life,and to get genuine Lufurmation,cerﬁkin
BUpuIrvVisors werec appbintea.wno nad tu watea taem and give a report.

The catechumenate is saia to acve reacase ils desigpat ia tae rourtn
century; there tae Apostolic Constitutiuus vers aadea,and tuds cﬁtacnumsns
were qivided into difierent classes;corcerinin, tae paitieigaiion 0f serviceés

Any 'person desirous tu oe instructea wus exswined &nc told woat it
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meuns io ju;ﬁ the Caurcn. 3y means Ol Lne layll, ull 0l aslds uud tae
8lph ol tae aoly cross ne was received into tae Caurca as®cristiauus.®
He nwa now tu avienc cuurcn services punctually aud rebuiurly aua v 8
uuaeu 0O Lt cluss. HSul Tals AeuXlly ¢l N6 Solmli Vizd Ul uwll; sy_ecia.l
instruction was given tou the Gentilss for two or thrce years ana totne
Jews usuully ouly vigat montas. In tneir catecastical instructions we
we fina & rezular course 0l stuuy sucu as: tae aoclrine of Goa,uvi zan,
creation,ana finally tae doctrine ol Chr;st. Tae Lirst ters was usually
ol a snort auraﬁion.ann the catrahce iuto tne secona class sookn Iollov.ea,
Here tne initiatiun was a little more complicated,nauely in tue luyllily,
on of nanna.prayef. and tae receliving ol salt,us & syubol of purificution,
ine candiduates anad now vecome catecnunens proper,or in tne narrovw selse
of the terl and were permitteu to participavs 1n prayer,but silentl, and on
oendea kness. Here ughin tney were clossly watcaeu a3 to tneir counauct,
mue‘ne;s alia reverencegznd taey coula now oless tuaswselves wita tue sign
uf tane a0ly cruss. It is seli-eviaent tuut tae nunver of guadidutes 1or
Baptisp iucreased in proportioci tu tne pread of tae Caurca. Jut uin aoves
not mean tnat tae catecawacnate came Lo wn end waeln the Layority ol tae
population anad accepteu Caristianity. The cailuren o1 tae Caristia
pPUrenis,wao were not old enouyn,or not yet snuvuga instructeu tu ve admitted
to tne Lora's Supper became_cabecnnmena.und put unaer tue instruction ol
& catecaist. JSut special caution was practicea as i1ar a8 prosclytes were
concernea. And even awong taose taat were instructed qQueer ideas were
found sonetimes,sucn @8 Lle Wrouy coucepiion of baptiswm Ltsclf, Great
numbers ol persons,wa0 were iuly persuaded ol tae truta ol Caristianity
wlld WAO vere prépared Ior daptisu,put of1 tae Sacrument oiten until taey
founa tuemsslves in tne presence ot acata.

Suice anistorluns cowoina tae taira wnd fourta clusses. Jsut oe taat
&8 it muy,tnc tnird class was tne must importent one. In tae taird class

0I tne catecaumenate we tind tue so-culleu enligavenea (i1lluminati, or
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laitnful ones, Here they covuld alsc witness,vut not yet perticipate of
the Lord's Supper,for.sbout taree or rour veexs. Arter tais term they
were prepured I'or Baptisw, Tnis instruction consisted in the symbol of
felth,tne Lord's Prayer,the vssence of Baptism,und tne rite of Buptisu,
But vesides tuuse facts nere mentioned,wore was requireda,sucn as exnmina-
tion,confession,liturgical mots,sucn as tae aencunciation of tane devil,
alld & cunplete surrenucr to.cnrist,tne uCt O0I Buptism prepes,maxing tae
slgn of the noly cross,tne laying ;n of nenas,&ana iinally tae exorzisa,
One weeir beifore Bgptism tne oatgcnumenz were introduced into &ll kinds of
secrets. sut the chief pover aﬂd its B}essing is suzid to aave veen found
in the self-dicision of the candidgtea.but also tne inaividuel Chris tians
in thneir daily walk of life had a great influence upon the Gentiles. Taese
and meny other fucts shijow that ﬁhe Church touk cure of aer saeep &and lambl.
fowafd the end of tne second century we find some noteworthy

caunges in tnu catecnumenate. dus to tne fauct Lunat the Caristians mul=-
.blylled rapidly,persecution vegan too,and special turgets vwere tone cate-
chunsns. ana tnua tae graded cuteenumenate uecame & necess:ty.not aly as
xar as tne apglicants but also as far as tae uaterial ofiered taem was
ccncerned. fHut 1&;13 remarkable jJust tne same that ?ne graded catecnume=-
nute developed in thne eariy Church during a period of severe persecution
and was taen xeﬁt up foe 150 years. 4And after tais tlme we nave very
goulu accuments such as'De catechizannis rudibus," by Augustine.

As stated above,tne catechumens wio desired to be ovaptized nad to
anuounce taeir intention to tae bishop at the bepinning of- Lent. I taey
were martriculated,an important stage 1n life be.;u.n. For tareec seh of.
influences were demanded: the esceticul,educational,and the 1iturgica1.

A confession was required since apostolic timaa,but Qh:;kratxon ot &ll
sins. Festing was 8ls0 required; =&nd the oatechumens were not to attend
tneatres,or banquets; on the other nand,daily prayers,resaing of tne
Scripture; and the giving of alms was to be practised. Such strict
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aduwonitions were ansdlutely ilscessary in tnosec days,because tae morlal
atahnard vl the peuple in general wae quite low. Augustine says in one
of nis catecneses: ®Do 20t witadraw your nand from the plow! Awey Irom
toe wurld! sSe Jdud's own!" See Reu Catecngtics p.57. Consiaering tuese

fucts we call cas5lly understand wiay tine etaical side was empnasized so mush,

‘Juite &« wunuce ovcaws tause mysteries connected with baptisii,because tne

priest vecouwe the megiclan and only mediavor vetveen God and wman. Jbue
to tae iaci tna; Septisn: as well as tiue Lord's Supper were describuwa as
inconprencnsiole mysteries, they were periorwed usually at night. 4nd wita
Baptism wll kinds of questioneole indtistions,vatas,secretl eigns,ano
symocls were connected. And ﬁe can eagily understand vway scme aectlnen
husovands ,&nd esyéclally enemies of the Ciurch,sccused tae Caristians of
&ll kiuds of inhumer acts dume in connsction witn Buptism., Vwaen a cate-
caunen entered the second grade,he received & new name walca was entered
in tine rouster of tne congrezation.
ﬁnsreruie We can s%l'es3 tde fact nct toc muca and oo often taat

the catecaumenate vas greatly endangered waen Jews and Gentiles came in
great numvers into tae caurch,and quite often due to luproper aotives,
such as .gélolng a oveiter position in life,ootaining & osetter atand in tae
comuanity etc. Especlially waen tae time of Bzptism and taus tne prepa-
ration for Baptism was cut down‘from.uigut mwontiis to tuenty days.,and a
few formulae were all that was reauired,tnoe catecaumenate rapidly
deterivrated,und soun wus ourrieu under tae uuny scrutinies. Il'or even
those wno were baptized in infancy réceived very little instruction. And
splritually sterile caurcn,polsoned by & ilerareay,tried to uphold with
its emphasis on mystic theourgic acts,was unuvle to subcue tae 1nner- and
guter evils e®en not with the nelp of the State: See¢ Reu Gat.p.eﬂ. 2

0f course Baptiam.was.ahu remainea tne conclusion of tie catechﬁ-
wenute proper. At irst saster Sunday was tuae oniy déy for baptism, but
sucuPentecost aud many otiier dsys were used. Due to tae fact tnat
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Japtiss touk place at nigat,special oaptisterles were ouilt,znd used for

tais purpose. Altaocugn inmersion vias tac oeneral xmoue oi saptisw,or to
vaptize,lt wus ©y; no mesns tae ouly vne. <a&s 3vwUU converts could lupoasi-
ply auve vecn owptized on Puntecogt bay. And tae Liaacue allovs otaer
forms sucih as stated.in tne ch,7:"dastlize into tae nsme of bae datasr,and
01 tas Sun,uud of tae Ioly Gaost, iu flowin, water. Having no 1lowing
water,use ovuaer kind,li tic weatiuer 1s cola,use wara water. II you nave
neither, jour upon tas uead watsr three tiwes,in tone aume of tae Fatuer,znd
Son,and Holy Ghoét.‘ Sce Reu Catechstics.

It cannot be denied taat Baptiss in the early Cnurcu was & ;1mwlé
act,ut it soun deieloped into a compliocnted ritual. KReports ircm the
fourth century state as follows:"vVhen the lust scrutiny wus couwplitted on
tne great sabuath the baptisuel sct startéd,sbout 3S.p.a. In gsolemn pro-
cession tne wahcvle group marciaed tu tne caurci; nere tae candles were con-
secreted,symbolizing the (Pnotismos,) and several prayers end Scripture
lessons were read,cenerally comelucing with tae 4ind Psulw, Now tae pro-

cessioun moved to tne oaptistery., In thne mean time uight aad fallen,una

' Irequently tae whole city was illuminated tior the cccasion. Tne candiaates

“for Baptism entered the vestibule i the buptismal cnapel and: tock tneir

poggiéon cn the %West side,atretcaing both tae handa.iney tael renoul ced
;ne‘devil end all his works and his dominion. Now tney saiitea to tne ﬂadb
side of tae chapel and confessed,one by one:"l belisve in tae Father,Son,
and Huly Ghost wnd in tne one baptism for repentance.® Reu Catecnetics
p.48, - After the separation of sexes,the candidatés proceeded into the bap”
tistery prbpar,d@yesteu themselves of their garuents,ana were aznointed

from head to foot with sacred oll(in the West ouly upon certain parts of
the ovdy.) Then the baptisual water wes councecrated vy mesns of invocatio®
of God and tae sign of tae holy cross,and they were then bajtized by immer-
sion, The hapti;er saying: God tae Almighty Fatner wno rezenorated thee
of vater and the spirit and forgave thee all thy sins,snoint taee unto 1ire

o —————— s S———



~vernel. In some iustanous tuwy were unuvinted onge wore in a speciml
roow oy tie bishvp. Tne newly oepltlzeu were wrrayec in walte guruen ts
as tane sy:uouvl of purity aiia innocence; &t taese times a mixture. of milg
8Na noney Vas givend 0 tacw as & voncluaing uct Lo inuicute tuwi ul liast
they nad arriveu ia the Caurcu as tne ucue éunhuu- Uf course Lne climax
¢l «ll ucls wWas thne 11rst comauuion., ITaen wasy were allowsa tu uiteld
06 LaSleYl Landay Lie wissi flaeliuww witu bae wivic cuussjeautwn,uud taen
rggelved uliy COLUMNION, Sce Acl Peab,

..iuf we woula 50 wroay il we would vullisve ula teuci tual t2e sarly
Gaurcn vOoux care 0f hexr aguil uewvers Only,s042 0Q¥C wiB alsu taien of
tae callaren. A8 stulveu velvre,tne ciailuren were baptise 1o taeir.
Juuta,yesyin wneir iarancy,aua tien ingirucisd alter vaplism, Lr.snew
states in tnis connection thut whetner tone ayusiles vaptized cauilurel,ur
nut,is not explicitly recoraed,uue to bae tact tnat tue eurly Caural
- wus & aissiovnary Caurcn,and jusv as vur wisaiounaries in loreign lands
BUSE Wih, sNsiruct,ullc oupeize Gue anplhkwﬂirst wnd Lesh taus culiaren, 80
did tne apostles. Jul its practice Vg sn&wn'uven Vo bau Cppusers ol
“infant vaptisw, VUL greatb idgoraunce ig the vestimony of Ivenavus inais
"200k hguiust deresies™ IL,lou=lvZ. He-8uys ih Guls cuanecraun: *Cariss
cuut $0 BuVE ali,all I_aay.wuu are regencrutea of Gua:; sucslings dia
cniidrep LUl VOYyS wOQ yoully Len ha 0ld yebplu.“ Iu the sawe LLUNGE SpoaksS
Tertullisu,anu Urigen,ulid all tde ueloyuales of Sartaugpe 10 wnid® L., ‘hued
iue Juestiol cawe Up,naetaer caildren were tu be vaptized Tue u;ﬁﬂ;aay
or sefuvre. In uhélcuﬁatituiluns 01 thu Ap0SLles LAG iugwiictiun is lound:
*iorevver baptize your cailuren wud oring taem up 1a tie nurturs and
aduonition of the Lord!" iieu p.33. Uuder Gregory tiues Great purents ‘' were
yullisncd q} law if.tney dia not daptize taelr chiiuren. Un londuy after
Uculi parents aad t0 suunounce their cuildren for buptism on Saster ‘Sunday.
Then tae sponsors brougat tae onildren tu tae caurca,shu aiter btheir

nauwes werc registereu,tnc oaurca dours Wers Opoued,ald taen the BpPOUSOrsS
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Lovea in wila taeir God-oallurexiliuinh up in L4v rows,alu Lacl Taey were
oaptized. IV can,nowever,not ve Genle. taut tae weil truining oz ine
c_:uilu:un i tae carly c:;uréa.was uBsijued TU Wle AVuic. AS Foul says to
fimvthy ."Fro & culld Lhou nast anov tue Seriptures.® il.Ti4,5,15. And
Urigen was wlso instructed fruw & carld ,or ratuer frua cailasoeu 1 Gae
Scrijplures. :He scys tuat als Ifutaer usoac Alm 60 COwwll LO Lemuly -ﬁuu
| PusSuges ol ine Sivle eaca day. And in the Apustolic Constitubluns we
reau:"fcucd your cuiluren taorougaly tae Soru ol Guu &nu pluce Ak Loeir
aunds every woLk Gl tne Holy Scrigtures. aeu p.d6.
ine Ivulisa iaee Lawt 31u8 cuultiea al Tl OLPTldi Wele wole aiiii=-

GUlL WU 10ryive Lol LaUSe CLLLLLGOEU veslurs vapblism,was spreau wlwost over
:Au hnulu‘unurcn a8 8tubted pelure. Taey usSUually U w.sO Ldxl S1iucCe
Bapiisk wasllca cut all previous sins anu coulu 9& wau gnly once,zt_waa
cleurly expeuient tant it savuld oe receiveu a8 lute in lire us possible.
Due to wais m..t'.mn soune rexuaineca catecnumens &ll taeir lives. And we
find uais louvlisa idea nut only amuny tavse Whvu were Jultilug pugeniss
for Caristianity; 1t was also COmaGil &wlllg t‘.u.uﬁu ol Caristian parents.
vGuilty of tais sin were not only common peupl}s, out sowe men u_f ui_ul
stunuing,au;cn .aa St.Aqbrouse,5t.Gregory li]ugianaun,m. hugustine,Constuniine
tae Gx.'eut.Tzieodoric,v:;lununian etoc. Tie avuse of Saplisa veCaws 80
efeat LUwera tae sng 01 Lau fvarth ceﬁt.ury et toe Gaurea NuG To Gt

& stana ﬁgainst i1G. ‘

A3 slaved velure, bue impurtant cnurcnes apyvinicu syeclal qusecahta
wno inptructea tae cealecnumens in spyecisl rowws. In cte cuurcn of.&10§-
andris v .1'1mi a cei‘ebru.t,eu gonool cf catecaunens under tae supervisiog
of such great men &s,St. Clement of Alexandriu and Urigun. A similkr
catechumennte we find in Carthage.

Some historien also state that tne cutechuwens or the tairc category

were pr‘esent in the more distant and .lnteri.or purt of the caurcn ass igned
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to taew,during all taat pacrt of tae secrvice of Lue mass whleh prece: des

the ofiertory. Inen tney were dismissed. rour it wus not perxaittea to
Laelk S0 wucCu &3 L0 8ec tues Lora's Sugper velng aistritutsa LU tne comuwuni-
cants. sul in oraer tuut dcaere azy ve & woha Of suwe xind ol apucial
commuiivi velween casw and Lae dudy of the faitaiul,oread wes olussed

2ud glven to taem,and ciis brewd vias tuen called Panis Catscauncsuorua.
Seu LuCycdi JSTit.VeV.p.ecl. Takin, uwll taese racts in consiucration it

is nv wonuer thnat cutsiders were somevast suspicious &osut tie Caris tian
Caurch ih der aezling,

sat We axust sa&y morc aoout tae aéﬁittuﬁue intu the umain class Bf

tne culecaumenute. I & person wisaed to vecome & catecawlen,uls luvesti=
sation wes wede as L0 ais 10§msr life and conduct. Great caution wz

taken tu 1lind ovut waat rewlly ucved niq to uccume & Curistieau, bscause tae
.Gnurcq experienced gquite oiten that people sneuled into tneir nidst out of
impure wotives. It Lac exawmination e&s to inis lile and cénduct tLurnea out
sgtiaxacnuriiy, tane candidates' nuwe was IToruwally eniterea o tae role of
tac catecaumenate. ILae liturgicul form us to tae receptiun 0 a-cute-
caumen to oe admitted varied in tae different cuurcnes. It saculd,acwever,
.06 sullicient to xnow howW tle caurch ia ilowe LooK'up tue catecaumers for
3aptism. sSeven examinavions vere neld during Lent,or in tue week ,receuin’
Baster &8 to tune canaracter and conduct of tne ressective canuiuvate., Some
O taese 3u=-calied zcrutinies were very peculiar. The Yirst cue consisted
in tais: Ine préest vlessed tne asies,uahd taen spriikleu it on tae cate-
chumen. And tnen he iouched wais ears ana ais nostrils wivi seliva and
aaid: &phsthu,tals means,ve opeled Lo tae odour of sunctity. JBbut taou,
devil,ilec hence,for tae Judawent of Gud is nyroauning." Se. Bucl.Brit.
Vel.V.221 and taen it closed in asking tne canaidate,if ne would renounce
the devil and believe &ll tne doctrine of tae faita. Taen tae prlest

would blow ou his face,saying,"Ge out from him,thou unclean spiritsnd
give pluce to the luly Spirlt of the Paraclete;® and taen ne concluded in
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waxin; tane sign of tne holy cross um nis forenead,uccoupanilly tae action
by the words,"ln noualie Putris,et Filii,el Lpirivus Saacius.” oncl.Bris.
Vul.V.p.221. at tae tnira scrutiny tue Creed &nd tone Lura's Frayer
were glven to ue catecaumen bant ae gigat coumuwit nes v mesoury,sor tae
discipline oi the “Arcnnuo® expressly ivroaue Laut ne savulid Jo wllowea
ally cognizance of tacse ut ea carlies pericd of nis novitiuis. Tae tae
catecawiens were asseuwuvleu 1q bae canurca, bue vells wuere rung,and tas
caurci dours clossd. Iae wvisnop preucace Lunen & sSerwulll,foClilblug tae
Creed twice,unce in Latln und once in Grevx; explained it gnd pave a
copy t¢ cacn catecauen., Jnen followed toe setting of a2 certain day,for
ngtism,and the catecduumens were dismissed,and vwien tue Gay caae they

were vaplizea in the name of Lue Iriune Goud. nnql.d:ib.?ul.v.p.aal

Sowewhat difierent do we find tne catecauusnate in the iiddle Ages.

Due to tne fact taat Christiznity oconquerad over heataendom,tue gret

number of Gentiles turning to Caristianity wno would notv take tiae

eiluugn Lv ve tanorougily instructes Lefule Juptized,wila Lfinally tae. clerus

OVelpowel ity the resycctive congleg&livns wiougal NOt only a Cuasiige in tae

catecnuusnate, but Iinully a toval dook. das cullarcas' GebotUulicLa e
mut the proselytec catecnuxenpte out of axﬁstenca._ Taanks be to God,we
ilave & iittle of 1t in our catecietical 1ustruction. selvre unarlema;ne
little ur notuing was do&e a8 to thas 1nat:uct;un 0I Taec calldrsell in Cae
Caurch &s such. wne priests and tuse sponsues were usde rusponsivle for
the spiritual welfere of tane cailuren, 80 tie sponsor instilute Uecaume
quite proninent for a while in tine Caurch. <ne spd:paors were louLed
upon as tae watchmau_gnd guarantors of tne caildren,and tuis not only as

far as the caurcn was concerncd but also &3 fur as tae nowe caue in con-

aiderqt*on. 4t the age o1 seven,tae viwrcn exaninea ilae caildren to find

out hov well tae sponsors sauwa fulfillea taeir auty. Tns cuilaren were

wBually cxaminec in tne Creed,tne Lord's Prayer,tiue Ave iariu,tne sins

B |
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LWLt Aeiabai,0ud Wulns,wliu sil.lly u€ ueculuy Wwas adGeu, Ldalrlclingle -
Teoo ulzeu the uecesnlty of o systounvic cabtecusvicul iusiructicil,snd soon
counsils ala oyuvus Sevw it TOO,uli il wes caen resulved taut."waoover
neglectes ais vipticuol grace,wust pive au asscuunt iovr 1V av tne last day;
taereivee let every curirf.t;m: cndeavoer Lo learn tee Creeca wund iuv Loxd's
Srayer,ln oruer tu !.::u.-m tagse Wava ne Cells 4lb oUU=-CullUTei. snia

taen .qaue Sore o less 1@ AvdE & scaoul,tmure_ asually Tac LOlLuel wot 6d
as temcier. .And tais is wiy we are ac o caurca 0ot &8 poneslul way nore,
becsuse tiae chaildren zre not taugat in tile avue ayy wore vut in Vst
less scuools. <Xotadng could ever,nnd vill ever,tuke bne place or we
Charistian hone; a;s ve see in the cast¢ of Tivothy,who Kuuv tihe Lovipbtures
frox & child. Tne conveats,ut least et tue beglmnilg,servel & gued purpos
in teaocniig the ycuta. Taen anotaer vurtnwnile custom existeu in ihe
apoet-o_lie Caurch,and &lso down to tae -.iuca_:l.c h_CB Nausly prive tv confes-
gsion. &nd the noman Catnolic Caurca to tiis dey has reully nu catochu=
wepate,vut zn inquisition,as she keepe aer corumnlicenis unueyr e wn of
auricular coniession &8 1lohy és taey live. and it is_oue to tiie om fessio
tne nierarchical cherscter,anu the clerus,tawt tane compregations soon
"i_ijp.n:lsned into a clasz:z of heareré alld prayers un].y,x"or tae laurcia colcens

* trated more and more into tiae priesthocd. Tae Instrucuun vecaLe uwre
and wore & compulsory charnetei." the DECE.ng v.as asuanacd, in cc.apel.i-
"tion %o tne spostolic and Patristic courch,wnere wue Creed aad tae. Lnrn's
Freyer predocinated all otaer fact.. Tais of course asd t0 w.rs out &
detrizental factor,it worked repﬁlsive;yeu it proved to oe s means for .

tne kefuvruation of the 16th century. But the Aowan uamalic cuurcn holds

to tals duy fast to her comfession as a aacru-nent of spiritunl caucation,

Uf some hetter vision and knuvwledge in tue mst.ruct.z.on of tae youta ,

Zezscavitz mentions Gerson,vno plailly sav ihe evils in tiite Church,

\J 3 i A 3 Y o
utgide of the howan Churca We naturally find diifercnt tcude: cles,
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&8 f.» ingiance cmong the Cathures,‘cldensees,and tiae Honeniaus,as well
a8 Uno iLiclilikes, All these oridicues of tiie eiTly Chuzea recosniszeti a
aystemutic iantruetion of tne ycuta. 1t iz true, none ol ohese can be
cumpared v.itn lutoer aud his cuiesilisums,tul tney Lhee &L leust un
earnest eficrt te tesoh their youta, ruis we can bluinly sec 1n Lutners
Larpge Cateciilon,vien a6 steles tauxl velure nis iine,litule wus auue for
Lie youth., snd ielahicuteln effirms tals stabtemunt voen ae seyec in aie
Lpology.Y.iel ven Eiuersachern.isﬁ Keln cutocniscwme,de voon Gie Keromes
vou reden.* lnd tne resl vuluc,respoﬁsioility ene peneritv oi' tie endea=
vor ﬁf noie une scnoel soward caildren,irenz states iu the insreduction
to tae translation of ielaneaton's Oatebniam. Be says:"lauurca,desz
ansiere Vorianren den Dexalogus,das apostoliscne ulauoensovesenntuiss und
das Veterunser wucn zu Hause hersagen lieszen,hat uott in aer furcnt-
baren Yingternia,vomis bisner‘die sellgionsleure vedecxel ewesen,al s
durca cinen ruuskatecilismus sica eine ilirche erhalten.*®

s & sumwary to what wé nave seid so far woout tue calecaunsuate
in the esrly Church,ve would like to mention & iew wore fucts, tc uake
it clesrer. ine first distianction in tae eshecnumenafa in tne early
Chaurch vas made oy Justin dMzrtyr i.: his greut apﬁlcgy wien ae says: Ail
yho viere convinged eng belleve wuai we ueach;ana prouise to léve accor-
Ging to our tcecaing,are careiully instructea and direcivea to cry to
God wita prayer for tae forgiveness ol thueir sius,wnile we prey end fust
-witn taen, lTuden vwe lead thewr out to & pleace wuere tnere i1s watel wiere
: t?ey &Te dborn ageln as we uurﬁelvea were. alrter tue cunaiuate has con=
fegseu h;s lfaith ane has receiveu ovaptism,we lead aim veck iuvo tae;oh-

gregation of our oretaren,wnere earnest prayers are oifered for aim,iocr

ou;aelvea,apd for the scatiered orethren,tuat we have received a knovledge

of tho trutu,that taey might ve di;igent in goou works iu oovserving God's

counzndinuiuvs,and to receive the salvation of our souls. Aafter taese

preyexs we greel ecch other with & wvly kiss. oo vread ant wine gre
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orousnt Lo the leader ol Gne oretaren,and & cup o0f wine wixed wita water.
The leader ofiers praive znd tasnkagiving in tae nawe of tae Fautaer, und
of tue Son,sud of tne iHoly Lanust,%wino has ance us meet to recelve tails
ncavenly girft. after tals wie deancusnis aula 60 egcil one grescit tae vread
and Lie wine and water waica auve oeen blessed. This ifesat we call the
Lucasrist. &~u one is perwitte. o partagze vl 1t but ae who soccepts waat
we leach aud ius tne new oirva ia vaptisin aud lives according to Carist's
conzancuents.® See Gerourding Ine Jlutacran Coteoaist puged¥.

ihe next witnegs we find in rertullian,a presvywer ia Certnuge,
wio aled in tne jear <=V, 4 his time Sine candidates Tor baptisu vere
calledcncechurenoc. "

krow the spostolic Gomstitutions we lewru that ‘tae catecaunens
were iastructed in the deotrine of God,His personality,llis trinity,creatiol
ené buae iinel jﬁugﬁent. {ue unore advancec were tmught tne mysteries of
tac iﬁuarnution end tae persun of tue Sa&vior. Ldue tiwe ol iustruction
depelted on the Gueliticatiun of the c&nﬁadateﬂ

il secus tu us taui ul 1irst any uvne zolie L6 tesncit cuulu leacii the
_cunuldutes,vul & scleol rur thue cuiecnlsts wes SLON &BT&OLliBuul, iheiﬁh
Alexerdric. wes known fur enc wide xor its Ciarisvian characier sl tue
- teacacrs for intelle;tual pover; cruaution ehd &ollity. Lo lide o
ueniion nerc only taree Iar oulscending unen: Zentaenus; ' viowsut oi Alex-
andria; &l Cricen. sut tuds scocl soon grevw ocut Lo pe & tueolugical :
seminery,for it for_ed weepuns Lo cowoel Sreek ihilosupay,Suphislery Gnos-
ticisx, lec=2latoniss, end .anuecuis_. Giere lne suuuents learuey o xeet
tae opporcnis on tuelr Gwu ground. <ut tas sisle wes btne great texi=-book,
&id taus well grounucd nen,viee were iesrless to Cﬁﬁﬁgr;ut &ad calucnize,

vrigen's Apology Azeinst Celsus,gives ua mucn material to our study.
de says: %e Curistians careiully prove taose wao deelre to ve aumitted

. b0 our asseuvly,snd only after taey give aatiafactory evidence tnat taney

lead & virtwous and vrderly life do we admit them efter our custom.®



X/

«3 to tie fulse conception of naptisﬁ stated avove we would like to
add- to tns avove 'sentvioned & iew quatitiung frouw Chrgscstu to & catechu-
wen whv @ad dclsyed his veptisw:®ilov will you pledpge yoursell to iemd &
Caristian life wnen life is alida& cne? Jou will oc like & svlcier wao
oiTers aiumself for service waen tne war is aoout Lo end," Leroerain, p.63.

ilter voustantine had vecome nowinally sna ofticially a Caristien,
ﬁearly ¢very clitizen wented to oe a professed Lnrisiiesn ana tae catechu=
wLenute begen to_uecay,due to the fact that it was considerably saortened,
and svon we I'ind tnose wass-vaptisus.

vi course nen like Casrlecegne wita tae gssistance of nis cultured
end vrillicnt prime wminister,flcuin,revived end estuaovlisned une sciools,
W€ even iurnisned text=books and cetecnizms for the catechumnens.

st tae weys of Goo are wonuerful,tihis we sec tost ne turned the
alssicnery uwdult catechunecnate of the early Caurca intJ'an institution
for children. Jor infant beptisa came into tae eerly Church as uéturalxy
&3 it uas come iato every foreign nission rield. As true as it is, that
tue {irst instruction of tine calldren in God's “ord vas leit to tae
Caristien porents,for they were to bring up tnelr cnildren in the nurture
ehd sauacnition of the Lord,tne mariyr Churca conscientiously observed
tiais, as we see from cmelia,mother of Basil the Great; Antrusa,mother
of Caryscstom; and Eonice,uother of ifugustine,tae leck of a proper cate-
caurenate made tne terriovle nierarcuy and the dark ages eveil darker
until tne auwn began to re.urn. The decay of proper cutecuizing wsde &
reforuwation necessary.

Yince the Reformetion of the 16th century thae cztechumenute has
changed in s0 far as justificaticm by faith was emphzsized uores toa the .
objective fuitn of the caurch. Luther_méde tais lis epecisl wim,unamely
to lead the cniidren to the knowledge of tue Savior. Tuis ne laid down

for all tiues in his introduction to the Saesll Catecaizm,ranely tné

- depulreble ignorance of the people in general,especially of whe oail drenm



i &0 vacn tae necessity o1 Cnrisiicn scaculs wud ecle teuchers, in &
| westeriul wiy :ué explalus tue necessity Gl suta 8GiCols in 4uis leleer
"To tne Cuvunselours or sl) tue vivies iu Uerasly.®

in 18iC ve tind giw susy exulaining tue Jeculop,tic Wobu's Ffreyer,
and tae Crevc. An aole helper Lucaer foulu in srenz. Lt was #ound vaet
a foundation nad 0 Ve luld fur & Curistiuh cducation sau tils M&c uc.be_
started &t ceptien: and lad 66 cuxe to & certain aim pelorTe tav Iirst
comununion was glven to che child. Anu tne exawination or tue calia's
faith vas espeéiélly practised oy Spener. Jue Tto (ne 1act Tasv no one
snould recelve Christ's -boay and oluod unvoriinjly,a soana founuation nad

£

to ve laid und & £OOG £nuvledge was necesaery. As true s it is taut
tae first‘coufeaszon was eonaiaerednas tae calef aim of tne catecawlenste,
and consecuently & convinuation ol stuay 0f e cBseltial alus OX Lane
Caristian religion was necessary,because prior to every cuiumnion an
eaamlnétiun vas neld. iutaer euwpausizes tais caleily in nls argunants
aguinst Curlstadt and tae nilderstueramer und Licatstueruer. oo finally in,
1531 is caue to an agreesent,per supetisgen, tuist no wisister saoculd
allow any cowwunicant to tne Lord's Tadle,vicesi Ae WAy exauiled [irst
wheluaer ae kunew tie Ten cumyandments.tho Crecu,tae Lord's Prayer, tus
oontancg of iluly Baptiswm,and tae lord's Supyer. :lere we. cunl plelnly see
tnat tne epostilic catecnumenzie vas re-sstuvlisaca,ulianouga it was
carriet out in o $iffereat vay und crder, Jue cules aiu wus to0 cuucate
and rear & youla consciovus of tue neritupe oi taeir 1evaers ana the
treesures lald down for taes 1n tae ioly Bogipiures,waicn wust ve accepted
in faitn. Aud tais was not tq Ue &l euobLionul act,as we 1ind it awony
tue"heavenly prophets,Y in -Zwikeu,out a counscientious self-ueteruination
alter & systeuatic and thorougn instruction. Wutuer naa ais co-luvorers
and‘thay hed to Gpoose nst only the avretice,such s Cetlstaudt &nd

uentzer ctc.,but especizlly érronluus concepiions o1 tne sacramcnts as

l}l’l" - - 3, o ;
Armung® oy confirustivu,which is consicered as such in tae Awiesn Cath. .



Caurci even Lo tnils day. 4t is guesr hov suca errurs crept into tne
Church,os icor iasialics, tere in tuls metter., Lo place ¢l tae reaaitiv
8ymuoly ©i tue sncient Caurch,as & ceal,true cuhliristiol, tas Laurdl 480
suvstivutuu s iraun,”® &8 SuClaweibl. <Gldel auw ulsS CO=leOurers 1Culi

eppLelelly caree wein pualts 1u conlirwativi,sl GRuLlLavion,s cunlession,

and fineliy a _rouise Lu row.sin 1aitaiul Lo LOG &na Tue Courcn unto ueata,
Altnoug ‘in var tj.iuiz.&no &ue e find Lszuy GLUCELOTS,y68,6Vell BuLe prouie
nent lucacrans,wa cupuatically opuose tals last part in contirwatidn,
uanely tac prc:ui-;'.c to remein feithiul unto Cou anc tue Cuurcn us long as
8ac koloes wita tae Seriptures. ve perscaclly cen not see &unyluaing
YWrong in uals maptér. out we aust szy moOreC &O0OLL LOiE KELLGT waen we
speés of coniirmatlon proper in ourf time and asge. Cnemnitz convine tap
cunicasiuva in cne coniirmation wita tne Luptaswmel cuvenant, How' 2aca
coulu ve sald as to tais,vut we are wziting rill we spes< ol conrimsution
PTOHUT -1..-;=u we wiall say wasl We taigic ol all Lnese explressiung SuCi as:
Telusia: tue uupt’.is:u::.:l. covenantu, tv waxe ons Lire ila alg faiin eltc, fae
Gducution wnu iustructiun s 60 tuls exaunuaiion rod conlivwatlion wus
Purily ludu uyon e parenta aud Puluiy Upull L:ue LORCIAT,Sul lusT &ud
0ot lewst il wus tue ansy OF vhe Lhucroa to see luat 1t was ecnc.  Lutaer
alveys capnudided wae fucl tut tae rive Calel Jarts ougat 0 ve learaed.
TL is seirecviceut et Dot L1l evucaburs &gfoc wWlla Lwlacl, olids
WG olalnly e froa tac luet soon arier sutner nud clesusst uac Cauren
frow all Ligse -wh.gh €rrors wha Dad 56U Uy bue luvainckbliug 02 LG jrognels
.86 sgustius,wuere «oBus is Lue culef curner-siole,liw 1volisi iusas cune
Up Lo, vie minas ol ACLe Suselrnise Lel,80ke wele relateu Lo tue olu leresy,
Lutuer nud swept out of tue Uiurch,&nd spouss vere ol @ hew Jype. Sucu
ideas we find in "Pisliem,® +*aere call & KO Jguenticn tast pletlsm aed its
gooud, 1t svressecd tne ins tzuction of taec yoush cud s preperetion L r con=-
Tiription,vut :n otuer .uys &e to tne objoctive facvors of ine caurch, .

pietism helped peving the vey for the comain;, retionalism. .3 an guosing




fector we Tinu pletiss toveru privubte coufession,wad conseguently it

OC Gk 8 imguasiaie to woucate comuuicaGts &5 tu @ wurtay oréaaraticu

@giv Ldusliy LG Gwe sreclice Ul Churcen dipci.liuvg,ior ill Tause Ll B vere
reglily swde ilmposesiasle, 1o pletdss ve fine @ calel wia ol cuulirmsiicn

& vonclazion of all cutecnetical instrustium, s taen anncrulneu%ne
pustoral wors aiter ¢ niirveavian,anu to tuis ey we awve juite o mhfugsle
apulngt tae ideu tast clillaren after coniircutb.on are no aurc wiwer tae
supervizion of tue pustor,®bie silnu sus uver lciule ,€:o0m.en,” aune usuelly,
“sucin aus uer idrecae.® inis 10vlisn laea we Tin0 among wany uerael people,
egpecially azong taovse vwac. are pietistically. inclined., In pictisy cone
firuwation as attestation und ccusolation on tas part ol tne cuurcir vy
neans of orayer gave way to confirmation ge an sttested act ¢i tne ciildre
tnemaelveé.conrinmands oecame confirmsnts. Altavuga Spener aia not adopt
tae cunception of confirmntion as & sucrament,ne nevertaeless saw tne

main &im und ua;éct in tae pludge wna ozta. it can,nowever,act oe cxpec=
teu differ.ntly,vecause pietisi fziled to see ne diflecence vetpueen
Tencvilg and regeneration.sid taus &8 & ualiel 0F lfacl tney wipvuiad as

& enief icuture conversion in confirimtiol,auu & cleal Gesiuluiiuvl wi tae
coniiraand as tC¢ his conversaon tue duy of confiruwmbivilie 1is Gau, b
camiol wve eXpcoled Owuerwiss,canlys taec catucauusnats,or. ai least vas
calied t.en,calecheticul insiruction irom Tue cacucaticnul tu tue devotio=-
nal,or eciricatiounl busis. elr caiet sin was reuliy ot & couliramcion
ia yoetrine aund rgitn,hut 4ore Or les:z & coVivel; bruc Lo wae amxim,

1&he neaa nust be orcupit tc L.ae aecart.” 10 LCCLLpLliSn Lais éau L0 Lio=
_Bal fecultics were over strained in crusr to oring wvout o couvession.

Spa Bhu6 wust vs saic zitout tie -Lrévian church, yes, tney wunt e;un uuch
fartaer,as Lhey styessed exvtion weyond &l. ¥giculties o1 snc soul, sud
whatever wus gttricuted to coniirietion weoe subtrceted from Suptiem in
denylng régeneretion in vuptisw tney scugat in vein for s conversiw in
cniiriation. Tae sume augi ve suid ag 40 tae Lura!

¥ Lupyerylos piecisw
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hod oc rull understunding cf tue Holy Ccuﬁnﬁion._ Due tc tae ract tuat
cenversion vwes & requircucnt ol pietis:z tue notion could not oc eveided
taay oy zeans Cr cuLversicu u gccluéiolue in scclesia cuuwe intc existence,
a&ccordin, to taeir conception., Tuls entiru uovVelent aeprivec catucaeti-
cal inguructiun ci its oujective cneracter end pave it an exclusive
Bubjective cuarscier, Se¢ e Cutecnctics plue Lou.

&t & logleal consequence waen pietisi: wue ex&uslot airsalisi pree
Veiled,end vone ifaudsuenssl princivles of tae calecunumenzte were lost.
#ut on tae otner nend,and wccoraing to taeir coaception anc understaunaing, -
tucn effort and time vwes spent in preparing tae celechwnsns 1ur conlire
matlon gnd comversiun. 4nd nere we find Spener unfatigueca snc untiring
texcaing ano advising now tov obtain tals aim. 4s als rigntfﬂe uust
aeniion ﬁ.ﬁ.rruncye,uno usa lustitutea & uwael cvrecuetical scacovl in nalle
in vaica tae ioly beriptures,anc -ible ilistory were teuznt and expleined.
ANnd il itust de sala tasl they requirea not only recitsiicns o1 tae caier

»artes of tne cautechism,but real instruction. £ha aue ¢ taeir eifort

aid edeavor Lane infiluence ves 16lL iu _tuv home tAae SCuCOl and tne ciurchy,

#ltnougu onc-sided vut zeslous,snd thus kept tae caleclLuusiais ulive,

il pletiom did oring a s@allow ﬁggpeytlon of Caristian ecucstion,.
rationaliﬁu extarminated tue cuﬁecnumsnate entirely; vecsuse Lae leaaers
left wore wnd more the objective primciples oif tae churcn ant wuilt ug
& systew purely retionalistic. Ine objective foundation of tze Caurch
edaptisu, tue licly Scriptures,the Lord's Supper,sand justification oi%aith
were unde saallow,muanlu;less,and none essential,ana 1inally uro?péitnem
entirely. ana to keep the naue,s certain morale was retainea. & queer
bouceétion cace upy,aid tnis was lostere.. for duite‘a wnile. Iin using the
Socratic setnod,weice ie not wrong in itseif,vut to ve recomiendéd,the
tencuaers roolishly tried to cptaviisn u system of doctrine culleotai by

weens ol asking tae children.duﬂ tae snswer receivea,to be used as doctri-

Bul vasis. sevelstion was replaced Dy usturel religion. iven Pesteiozszi




is guilty of tais perversion in reaucing religion to ¢ means of aental
lostrucuvion., UL course now snd tisn reacv.ovus uccuréu.uut aid uot last.
+Jue tu erronicue conccptions wrin uevislions in our tiwe of ull reli-
¢iol cnd &ll religlous instruction,ecucation uaa liie,in uirect vpposition
of &ll povers ol QarsNess,Ve LWust nut ovaly retain vubt avvelop tne‘chriafiau
calécuuulbnhie, il Lue noKe,sCn0ul ana caurcn. #As iur us tﬁe catecnstical
muterial is concerncd,ue aust require taut tne cutecnetical inscruction
eubrace tae entire®lleilsret,® according tu tae aistoury ol ais doctirine;
tais weulis veriptural,snd in sccurdance witn with tae doctrine o1 the
£v. lutaerun Churca., It is tarefore sosolutely necessary to establiéh &
clear-cut fora of catecaetical instructiovn in cur congre ations. in dlrec"
opposition to tae pietistic,but &lsc to the materislistic wmotaods. 4And
tale can ﬁﬁver be accouaspylished by acdas of a ciaurca degree e aemsu ol
tue pastor,out oniy by a coamvined co-opsration of tae ;ome,nue scaowl and
tne cadrci, wur generztion aas forgotuen wne real weening of suptisu,
sponsursilp,and "wilderstuoe.® Iue greal wajority sees in vaptisw &
aere si a,usna to souwe exdsas & duty to gnave taeilr cailurea caplizedi. Tae
sponsors.aiy aas bosn teduced WO & were cCusLLl WieTrs you GG & JaVOY to an
gequuintanee in showing alm your sppreciation of favor 1u askiing aile to
function as sponsor. Our here in tiae Wild ‘Vest we have quite a'time to
meke it clear to our pecrle tact sponsors are to Le more t.uwn wichesses
of vaptisu,lor wiey arc tuere e ocnfess the Creea ror tae culld,en see

'ﬁ}ﬂ

tuc feith or creed in waich it wes oepitized. ‘The Caristian :ouwe, including

to 1t thet us zmch ag-lieth In their power,that tue caild ve wrougi

tae sponsors,is ovilgeted to watch over tae canila at least tue rirst

seven years that it ve orought up in tae nurture and sduwontivn of tae Lord.
A veptizeu cuild iz not only trers to ve admired uwnu educateu,ovul avove ad-
all it wust pe biqugnfj?n preyer to tae lurd daily,and must be taughti as
soon «s it is &vle 10 learn,aov to pray. S0 il can ve said of the caild

waet Jsul szys of little Tiluotay: “Frow o cnlld thow hast known the
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tae inspired vord of uod. HBut now must tae bivle ve baught? kunercus
and varicus are tne uays tie uiulé is taugnt. Let us gear in uind tuaat
uoa gave to every man a mnind and witn tais nada God cxﬁeccs us o dig out
&N0 arrauge wna tuen use tue best possivle aetnoas. liere we aast feed
wilc to tne vabes and strog; avet to tue mature., Gerverding Cateculs t p.7u.

iac v1ld les tawent gud tue Ajo0stilic Cnurcn did not aave greded
lessons,nor Lutaner's Siall Catecadam,out sne taugat tne truth in tac oest
_possinle vey. 3Better metuods we fina in tane liew Testauent Cuauren. we
azve secn tnet Justin iartyr saows now t:ue candidates for vaptism were
instructed in the rpdinents of evangelical teacuiuy. and as malerisl

for tescaing we iind tne vible as thne vest text-dook. iut even as early

as vustin tue.durty£ ve find otaer watericl such &8 Lae C&técnetical Ser=
. lons ox u;ril ol Jerussalem,and in tne Apustolic Constitutiotisyvic 1ind

tne range uf ceacaing enlarged consideravly. 4And as early as <uz we
Tina & cukpletie Jorm of & creed licne tue apostulic Creca Xor cutecawsens,
according Lu irenweus. Sec Gerberding Cstecaist page 71. Wertulliam wrote
an exposition oi tue Lura's Ifrager,ala adviseu Lis acklers ene rezeers to
ve ‘lervent in prayer., vuloecoing page7l. .Lnd likewise augustiile explalus
the Symuuluwn apestolicu,with frejuent refercices Lo tue fen (owusnimiients.
Tucse &8 well &35 otaer facis siow L0 us lov the viaurca letasrs iried to
tegcn tiielr catecaumens,at lcast in tue essentivl pards of Carisiiau
Foctrinu sucls @s: Luc Yen Lomuanowments,tane Lurd's rrayer,and tne Creea.
.ﬁnn 88 & matier oI COurse, tacy were instructsa iu tae wuctrine or saptisn
and toe Lord's Supper Lerore tuey were aduitted.

f Jaere can we no uuestion thut tae Cnurca of tue sidale agss ned
guite & provlem to solve; the cateciiumenate had zlmost disappeared,and
80 far nc suonstitute n:d been worked cut. froselytisw gruw guite aﬁullow;
it consisted chieily in convinecing; Jew or ventile of tie foolisaness of

idolatry «nd of the supericrity of Curistianity.is stated soowegender

Charleumsgus the Suxons aud tae Lzvonirng were driven into tne'water at
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tae point of tae spear and taus baptis?d; Tne confirwation ivund an

some lmcalities was reduced tu & were custei; btae pegun forus were xept
witi tne addition of some Caristian interpretativn. .ut taunks be to God,
80on wen ¢l uod exrcse suca as Pircin,llcuin etc., wac instructed taeir
candidates for vaptisu in the Iundswenutd acctrinmes. See XKretzmann Tae
Teacaing o1 acligzion Vol.V.psge 11. Due to tae fect tast i{?ant ceptism
Was now universui,except in nigsion fielas,conuitions cusngev considerwbly,
In Englund ell children of Christien perents asd to ve ouptized within

thirty doys under penalty of law. See Reu Catecaetics.puge 64. Cnurle=

- kagne lixeo the time dimit one ysar. So tane question as tu vaptism wus

nov well settled,but how to take care of tae cnildren who were oaptized
in vaeir infency was snotner question. This taen led Charleusgne to

. X
bar from sponscrship all persons vno were not aole to recite the Creed,

" and tae Lord's Prayer. -iieu Catechetics page 65. By docing this, the

State took over the spiritusl welfere of the children and tae griests
had to conduct mweetings with the parents and tae sponsors,tu teach” taem
the Creed and the Jord's Prejer,end tae Auricular Coufession, wals taean
ofiered & wonderfiul opportuniity to she priests tou examine tae spounsors
and ' the parents in their faith. Fpr-tqis purpose tune Creea,ana tne

Lord's Preyer were transluted ifto Geruan and 80 tae Weissenourg Caie=-

-chism came into existence. eu Catechétics puge 66.

Here we plainly see tnat real cutechetical works we fiud Iirat
in tne liiddle Ages. & certain monk of St. Gell in Switzerlend,neawel
Kero,wrote an explanation of the Apostle;'cread and tae Lord's Prayer
in the German language as early as 720.4:.D. See Geroerding paze 2.
Juite well known to us is the Catechism of Utfried,a monk in the
cloister of V\eissenourg,in Alsatia, wrote soxre kind of a cetecaiam,
explaining the mortsl sins,the Apostles' Crewd,the Athanasian Creed,the
Lord's Prayer and tae Glorie in Exe®lsis. Sec J.T.tHccard in Latin 1713.

And of some hote'are the followinértreaties. Tae dislog of




s 1¥)
Gottacaals between & youn; wan and a youny lauy,representing Caristisnity
and puganism; a6 wm& neliand and tae Kris¢,vy Uulrieu cuncriuvucea uuch
t? tue unaersianding of tae Beriptures. Aud finally tuw Scdaoissvicu Hiﬁ-
Briu oy Péter Coucstur. 5ee a.u Calecnetics yage Go. *

In tae eleventa century Rotaer of by, uuil wIvic & CuleCuidu,uua
nere uwiain we iiiu explanetivn 01 tne Apostivs' Creed,tue Lura's Prayer,
tae Song of Zucaerias sna the lagniticetl vi «ury. ;dcrudrulub pUE TS,

A little later ﬁg tind tne first catecais:s in tae lTurm ol questions &nd >
ansmers.-.Tnis was writtenl vy Lruno,..isnop of LuZvalggas wali wl NOwle
01000 ane royul spirit. asu Yinklly cac%cVenlids star®™ ol tae siuale
Ages Duaiely Gnarliér Gerson,who clearly Bav ue necesslvy ol & revivel in
tne catecnuuengte,for ae adeliganted in teucaing tauv youta., anu acre ae .
insisted that the main object in tae church an: s8cCuouvl,wust ve & ;ivina
plety, It was his chief aiwm to huve & scdool in every cummuuit;.ueina
tne SQQratio_untnod in tae Lnstru;tion of cailarek. KFOT Lals purpuse ue
,wrote"bDe Tervulis &d Caristuna Trainencis," Gnd®ve arte. duducnul Gu'essioc-
nes.®* Llut &5 a enilu of nis time ne dia nut%{ie laisty LO use Lae sible
in the veraaculur. Oee Geroeraing Gat*eqniat a8 To. _ :

A remarkhble g¥qggnﬂit;ous came abvut waen Freuerics {i,oi iHoaen=
staufen took over tae lund. Une of tne first things he uia,was tus restor-
ation of the domestic catechumenste. Parents and sponsors were 9arpestly
.eduonisned to teacn the fundauentul aoét?iaes of Caristianisy to uwneir
children,veginuing at tue aze of seven. Der Seclentrust,uad alie Himmels-
strasze empnusized the same facts. Counfirmation vas "sepuratea ffom tiae
prbparatiou for Baptism,but 'thie finnlly vece=me & sucrauent,vecause 1t
was perfurmed by the olshup.usualiy vwnen the child vas ae;enteen years old.
cgildren ﬂpre requested to attena caurca secrvices regulerly and punctuslly

every Sunday. 4nd tney were instructe. iu tae books preparec ior tuis

puppose, but also by means of catecheticul sermons. sut siocle History
i )

\ias go far .sorely neglected,and thne catecaisa vas not known 0 many eitnsr’
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83 we learn Irox tae Visitetion of tne caurcnes und scacvls iu Saxony

helu 1528-15:zu.; for tnere were many jsarents who dia not kunow tane Creed,
tae Lord's ‘reyer,anc the Decalog,. AS to tae iev vouss mentioned avove,
WS lusté say taewt taey were s0 nign in price tnat only & few rica people
were aole to puy taem. But ou tue otaer hand wUCl WhS [ELOT1IBEU,BUCH &S
bne lord's Prayer,toe Crecd,tiae ducsloy, Gae ave .iuria, bac seven caarisus,
t.ne stven carainal virtues, liue scven sacruments,tae sGvel wuris of mercy,

the weatitues,tne twelive fruits of tne Spirit,the Ten Coiuandumeits,tae

: _orying sins,une zlien sins,und tae five senses etc., taig,novever, was only

the alw,and very Iew were aole to réa.cn.i.t.

n‘a;g?-z-ianee teacues tnat we always fiud vesldes the truta untruth,
beslaes ligat durkness,and tue saue aust ve sald about tne iladle Ages.
The pre-.u.:rurnwugn sects cuwe up,viao vere cullied ev_anbelmul Laristizns
vefure tue steformution, llere we rind tue Wsloemsiuns,tas kWicliitiues ,thne
fuasites,ane tue I!iu;*uvi.a.n trevuren, Taey inoeed taugnt tde loraml prin-
0191%_ ¢ tue siei‘uﬁmtion. (A u_uivursa.i. privstaova of all Curisvieus,and
stﬁdieu . !:;cr.lptura'-s. ilere every aousencld vas & Curisthlian sciaool.
V) 4 Spe_:;ial ueution is tae .Tvrning “ter of tae sefyruation,nsuely Joaa
'-%i_c;li.z'.wao wrote tae ".?a_.uper .xustl'.iqus.'_ sone &iand of & catecnisw, Joan
ilug wrete u ca‘;echism for tie Sohemian uretaren and '%a_ter uh suued some
Questions and ansvicrs on Baptisa aud tue Loru's Supper, . Even Savaln rcla.-
wWrote & catei;is;:a“for tae Caristian pecple," coutaining expositions oi
tae Ten Comcandments end tne Lord's Prayer. v is too waG thut xomash

autaorities gataered and b‘urngd tae"Tarecfola Co_rq." vy us%,because it

was tou evengelical according tc thelr loolisa minas. See. Gerveraing p.76.

fuis taen oréngz us to the age of tue iefornation of tas sexteenth
century,but we owe it to ocursslves in treating tne catechucenzte of tae
caurch to noticg briefly tae cateciilsms tuat sppeared before Lutuer's,

¥or ag true os a1l taese wouve umentioned facts are,real constructlve

%ork.in thne field of catechetics %€ first iind in the Heroruntign pgu'oﬁ.
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it is true,liegius wrote anr explanation of tae Apostles' Creed in twelve
paerts irn 1T au..asxnb ais divizion or tine errondus idez tual eaocn one of -
the twelve 4postles furnished & ﬁart of tae Crecd. & sin ular resature ’
of tnie ls that tae questions are as<en vy tae pupils instesa ol oy tae
teucher. Joun »uaenAagen puvlisned a®Caristenleare®in 15za. In the

same year lislancatcn wrote'hia“ﬂancbuecnlein“: Wie wen die Liadlein zu

- der Scarift und lehre nalten soll. It coutadns an iatroductiun, tiie .Louxrd's

Prager; tae Ave Maris; the siktysixth Yselm; the Ten Commsuduerits ,and
poue edifyinp Neé Testament Scripture pessages. Justus Jonus wrote nis’
'cnriaﬁlicher und furzer Unterricht von Vérgeoung dcr Sucnden unu Se;igxethﬁ
This is really not a catechism but & series of silple serwons ior c;ildren.
Geroerding Catechist page 7G. !

Ve nist alweys bear in nind vhet the iteformers ‘examines and difted
tne.nnéérial tounﬁ 1n'tne Hedieval Courch to set up é:real ain anu wethod,
’eparating tae evangeiical and biblical material from tne truditional and
tnén developed it into a reul system. JAnd here &s slsewuere,Lutaer stands
fa: above any man of his age and tiue,anc tous the Scull Cutecaisuw grew
torth frox inteneive work and catecnetical material,for it is tae result
of thirteen years of strenuous 1abor. As early as 1516 Lutuer preacued
on tine Ten comnandmsnts in V.ittenberg,and in 1517 on tae Lutd's Supper.

In ‘tae sauwe jear he also wrote a suort expoaition on tue Ten Uowneminents
' i

as a preparation for'confesaion for his periquneis. in 1510 he uuiais

explanation of the Ten Comrandments ﬁrinteu in German wud in Letin under
tae title"Kurse Erklaerung der gelr Geoote und die suslaguly des Vater=
unsers tner die'einraeltisen Laien." ieu Catennetlcs PEpE Od.

Spacinl p¥aise is due to Lutner for his expﬁanation of tne Ten Com=
mnndmanta,aecaune'ne tn‘es tae veil fron tae face of doses.” fhe sane
nigh praise Lutaer rec-ived fur his wonderful explanation of the Lurd's

5?&90:. Thena'explanutions_found grace . even in ‘tne eycs of tae humanists,

Wil0 usually stood skeptically inclined towerd religiun and the Caurch.
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veatus Haemanus wrote to Zwinglli taat tais treaty o1 tae Lora's Supper
saculd rind roouw in every aocme., 4na tane censuy ut Venice wrote:'ulessed :
‘ere tae aunds viaclh wrote tals; blessed tiue eyes thut read iv; ulﬁgacd :
'tae-nen€% tanl velleve tae wOCKk &nd su earumestly call upou God.” eu,84.

Lutaer was alweys on the Tiring line,froc. one side taeacavenly
pruphets® suot-at nim,advocating taelr foolisn ideus conceruiagg secular
talugs suca as pictures,bells,organs,liturgles etc in tue caurcnes,and
frgm‘tne otaer gide toe Cutnolics vecbarded him with their idoletry,sucn
s mgriaiotry aﬁd seint viersaip., Zut Lutaer did not only work theoreti-
cally,us he wus alse eminently prectical,as he¢ dia not only write & -cate=
‘caisn, he zlso emyioycd_a catechust in Vittenverg,namely hgricoula. oL
. @reat impprtunce vecane nis little booklét:"ﬂo taue Councilors of hll
cltics in'Garnaqy uii the Estubilshment and }gintenance of Curistian-
Schouls." For thia.proved to becoms ' lhe sturting péint .of tane Caris'tian
punlic.scnuul system. iiter Justus Jonas anu Agricolé aud Xailed in
writiay = cateca ism,Lﬁtner vrule one himself. Tae Gerzen lluss appeared
in 1526 and served its purpose for quite & wiile ia divane vorsaip.
lutaer points out in tais ovuklet,that if we are going'to teacn cailaren
wWe must vecome children,dust af Curist nad io OecOme uau 1N oraer to save
men., All catecnisms before Lutacr were insuiricieat,or Luthsr would:-not
have spent tiue and energy to wridte one. His Lurge Cateocnism wus puvlisae
. in 152%,ut leest tae rirst three parts of it, GSee seu pagevi. sut-waen
lutiher savw tanat it vecawe tuo sluvorate ior ths"crude neatuen, " ae wrote
" also his Small Gatechism for the"pueris et familia," in 15zvy. 1i-d °
notevorthy that‘in the sauwe year Luther also wrote tne"Passionale® Ior
the Christian howe. So Lutiner must also be honored as "Father of in-
struction in sivle History in thne Evangelical Gh;rch.“

It cannot be denied tast Lutaerk Smsll Cutechisu is next tofthe

Slole the most read and studied book ever published. Jver fouraundred

YOars it hed served in tae hcue,caurcil, and sciool &s a téxt-book;an;d“in



tae aone as & guide of imstruction for caildren,anc finally &s & smull
rererencs work for the averuge Cnristien to defund hnimself against foes t
in aatters of fuith,doctrine end practice. In sifving snu arranging ;
upteriel on aand and in compiling as vell as auaing new racts.di subtract
less important tuings,luther wes a genius,vf course we caunot always u@@e&
stand liu,as fc; instsnce tae translation:®tne resurregvion of tae ilesin,®
insteud of,"the resurrection of the body," but it canuot ve nenied.thii_
he alwuys gave the correot ueaniug. but wnen tne pure ducirine vas caal-
lenged, tuen Lutner was resolute. So he 9nangea'tné"uh-ﬁe:man Gemein-

o

gcoalt,® dor Meiligen,in thae Third Article into *Gemeinae® uer'ﬂailigen;

.

Here we can plainly sce aie evangelical unaerstanding of JustxficatioﬁB&'

B R st )

Telth. iie even omits here and tiere some minor fheta in the vld e tament

because most of the statutes were given tu the Juws only. ‘

It is true Lutner is much criticized for nis vrevity,but no hoﬁest
Lan c&n deny nis evangclical h;rmnuy witn the.ﬂeu Tegta#ent. ulte an 2
iviproverent was the eﬁdg?ﬁon'of tﬁc confescion to tae cutecniaﬁ.uuich
wus igncred in the Middle Azes,and is left out in azny catecaisms even
in our day. ZIutier dould not coumprenend an absuluﬁibn without & confeaiio
Alvnough ne gbdlished that compulsory enumerstion ot all sins,und givai
. tas advice tc confess to tne pastor sucn sins only wanich zre a neévﬁ
1dad'anﬂ of vrich tae coﬁmuﬂlcéﬁt cannot get rid off. And ae also took
awvey btne smcreuentsl chauracter which had ‘been sttrivuter to it; putti;é_
it betwscn lioly Baptism and ths Lord's Supper,wiere it really vvlongs.

In the Fifth Chiefpert Luther stands all alone like a rocs in‘tﬁe'
Qeean upon the words of Jesus:"Tuig is ly body.this is Ly uLocﬁ,given
and shed for you for the renission ’g’gfé’eins.“' ¥inttn,26,26-28. find he -
correctly concludes frox taie that where therc is forgiveness of sins,.
taere is also life enc salvativm. This surél;'shows Lﬁther's clear con=-

ception of jugtifiéation 2y faith. in contrast to the Roman;naturﬁl

LEnner® -
'a?d tae nefurumed"figuratvive uunner.®
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Lhints as to perents,caildren,masters ana servants,governuent and citizens,

Js—

Sorely neglected,out of tane utmost importance are Luthners evangelical

praysr wnd devotidn,kneeling end folding hanus,and rinully tie sign of

the cross. As & precious tgpsury lutners catecalsmus were tazen up iu
tae Symoolical Sooks of the Lutheran “aurch. As an unparullelgea is the

explanation of the Second Article,it nas dcen accepted vy fienus e foea:
Especially tne wo:ds.'hno hes redeemed me,u i0st ana condeuncd creauuro.
pnranasau and won we irom all sinm,frow desatn znd from tae power oi cne
devil.® Another gem we f£ind in.the expulnstion oi tae Fourta Petitioq.
llere an aboundance of tniugs are included in tae words®daily oreud."

ine next great feature in lLutaer's Catecaism is that we find uo trace 5¥‘

polemiocs; neitner pope noxr the false prupnets are oven mentioned. Good °

" works are iruite o1 ieith and mo merits of our.selves. Tae pope is

slugply ignorcd,and Jesus is tae 6ﬁ1y hesd of the church,in aeaven and on
earth. sand we must bear in wind wnen lLutiher wrote tnq Fiftn Cnxqr Part
o1 the Ceatecaisn, the aécreﬁ&ntari&ns were rﬁgiug.but not one wvord was
said oy lutaer,for ne always spoke"the truth in love." &u ais waole Cate
ecuism is & or.ath of lif'e From God. '

n;tnough Luther di& not write his Catecaism to become & stand;rd
wWork in tane Caurca for tue future,ne was fully counvincea of tae zact that
it would sufiice the necd of tae common people and the caildren ror

muny yeurs tu cowe. Ihne otner catechisws written in that time,and used

- by scme petple,were more or less to be used in iatin schools or aigner °

classes. It goes without saying that_lmthar;s Cevecnisn was lar superior

to ull otiuers in -excellence,system,loglc,and gouna doctrine,and tin#ily

won tne nearte of tae people. Even tne Heidelberg Catechism had to giv-~

vay to Luther's necauaeFt Yas - biased end for Reformend Churches onhr o

was tue Crypto-Calvinistic ﬁittenberg Catechism of 1571 revealed, aud ;
Lutner's incorporated in tae Book of Concord. At first it contained ;he : !

&lpnavet end served in schacols as First Reader. A splendid exposition



_ of Luthers Catecuism was Joion Tetelbach's "Gueldene Kleinod,™ as it was

] vp

useu tar inlo tue scventeunta ceutury. vitain sixty Jeare Lutner's
dmall Cstecais: found its way into &laost cvery couwntry. it wes trusslate
into -onemian,danisa,inglisa,istonian,renca,Greci,ilcorew, tcelantic,
Isgllun;hetuish,Litnuaniau.Latiu,nutca.SLuVanian.SWecisn.and Gendias .
neu Uatechetivic pagello=1lb, .
Altuough it naa ifound ots way into vardkous institutions of _

aigaer leairniug,its real place remained tne Caristiarn acwe,vinere tuec
nouse falaer wase to teach tae caildren and ais scrvants its pracioqs
trutas. sut catecneticezl instruction was also'giigp by means oif sermons,
lestures,snd catesaisutions. Vutstanaing are tne bHuerewbery Hermong 1or
Caildren,wanich aagtbeen translated into many lenzuages and still s;e
£00d euouga to serve as wodels eveu in our day. waen tae onildren knew
the text of tae catechism,an exaxination wos aeéld,called hstecaisuusexa=
wen, " -siuiler t¢ our examination for confirzation; 4if tane caildren weré
Touud quuliried in tae lutheran Gootrinec,tney were admitien to lioly Com=- &
uaicn, segwrdless CI soue Opposition tuls endsavor vias Timaily enlarged
t0 & real cuntix@utlon.aucn as thne iwposition o1 aunas,tne vow ul coedienc
to tae Caristian Caurch,prayer and tae L ra's Sugper. avu yéae Léu.

; 4n institution oI even grealber blessing vas thae privase cumicssion
of aaults and caildren, aitezr tae siole dlslory vwas taugal,.olc could

ke exuectsd. dere we aust xention nne“’isbnria Lacra® oy raoricius.

- Tae Earicoues vere introduced in Iutaeran siiwoils and explalaec oy tae

pagtcer to young and cld. Veit Jdietrich of Buersaberg collecieu Luc f;rat
Gersan qurios 1546. Zeu uabechetscﬁ pege 12n., iiyans were LELOTLEEC
&na sung in s0000l13,040468;sud CAUrCAES.

Zwingli instituted bae “iinderleare®. Jud gdopted Zutaer's urran;
gewent of tae rYive Calel Purts an Lutaer's (alécnlew aud wrots auctoer
catechigm,zid s0 did Calvin write o ?ienea Bacedalsn, after tie ﬁeidei;-

berg Catecizism amd orowdes out ull other catecaisms in tne Heforned dhﬁrch
[}
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it was sdopied at the Synod of Dort. X, zeu calls it."s {zir stateuent
oI tac wmilder type o1 tne aeformed Liscillly,uslny & gouu ian,uwape,out
congtantly s_livting neiv,ena thus it vecumes iwonotviaous." 1o tae Xogan:
Churon ie iind Canisius' Catecanisa translateu into Gerzsaw ia 15&L, Jdad
in 15v¢ tac Cutechisw ~uuunus caume into exzsuence,uaiqia.uuuev=r. I Te

or less a usnual for priests. séu Catecnevics psge lza.

<uring tne period of lLutavran ortnoaoxy utane meturiul wes sifted
indeed,vut nairsplitﬁyg wHS alsv précticea &nd even t0 sudn an exieuntd hnﬁt
tae instruction,catecieses,and scrmoius vere lectures 1or tueological
students aud not for calldren., &ispeclslly ta¢c explanation of the Five
Laief Perts in tine Catecaism by Agxedius :duanlus,ves Qarot-like reciting
tae oatecaiam accurding to Andrue,wno also wrote and puolisnea tiae "Ainder
lgnre,' for the smallgr cailareu.

Qhe Geploraole conditions of the Thirty Yedrs Lar cilccied vas caurch
&8 Well as ine qﬁhdul. In 1act many 80N001s wers closeu aud congeguently
instruction surely negleoted uatil tue "dinuerlearocuescalein®™ ayeared in .
Nureuvur;, inll628 s a mcans of rescue,out even tais buuslet was one-gided,
as iy louxad-at tae Decalog &8 & l0€re Wirror ouly. s greal Auuwvelr of
improvewents in catecaetical instruction was umde vy Mugc mrust tae Sious
of Gotna,as ne furnishe. the oooks,employed siiicient teacaers ana added
t0 tae curriculum eritausztice,naturul aistory,religion,reaaing,vrdting,
anu singlog. Later on the Gospels und Epistles wers edusa.

Sut we would oe unfzir to us and to otaers if we woula nov say more
aoout Lutaer and ais @oek. Wulte ‘frequently Lutaer is cuallet. tue aAugus= .
tine of Protestantisw am ne surely deserves tais title,as us aasa special
g€ifts to tuach,and'tais qualified nim aore taun any wan in ais tiue to
write & catechism., And a close éxamiﬁnﬁibn of tais little ni}let proves
that,altaouga it is so simple,so suall,yet 86 beautiiul,and fulli of hesrt
and soul,for it costs Lutaer much aara laoor. vi clurse wael we raad it,

&ll seins 80 casy,80 selr-evideant,and so rluent,out Lutaer worked on it



Tor tairteen loug yewrs. “ne accusation tnat Lutner used cyrll.cypriau
etc.. 1s cnildisn. It is true toat ac used some of tne material found
in tneir writings,vut do we not el. nave to learn one fron: tae other?
vut gs &lways,lLutaer trie; to improve where ever ne coula oy wmeans of
study una prayer,and tne sawe is true as to nis caltecnisws. In\tuerirst
“itcenver, adaition,ne sdued tae Worning anu sveniny rrayers, lie Tuble of
Duties,end & iLgrriege Yoraumla. ZLeter on ne aaded ais Taulovuecalein,
~jirections 1or Confession,and tae Litany. 'Iu tae 1531 mdition ae 1e1t
cut the ‘directions for confession and put in its place tae taree quastiona
snd asswers lo Lontession pr09er,aud placed them between tae Fourth and
‘1ftn Laiel ZParts. of th= bmall uatecaism.wnere taey xeally velong. Taen
e u:ogged'tne Litatuy and added tae Inurodnction Lo tne Lora's Prayér.
.“Ihe vfiice of the Keys ,wus noh'written oy L&tner,nut ta<en fruw toe
Sermﬁns for Cnildren.wnich brens prepared for 'nrandennurg-uuerenoeru.'
Sut,a8 stuteu anove,ws mnst e very careful in admitilng tast Lutuer
burrosed fro.: otaer sritxnga tu be used in als catecasimn. Let us prov=
tais statemaat. “waen tae catecalsm of tae 3ohemlan dretiaren was sait to
Lutaner oy 3isnop Lukas to tPanslate 1t Iram tune Latin into tae Geruman
- and puhlisn it for‘Germany. Lutner examinev it carexully,fuund nua to
comuend in it.but'cculd not agreé witn its te.caing on the lord's Supper.
_ﬁe tarefore declinea to nranalatalit.; beroerdlng Tne lutneran cateonist
'paée'sv. And Palver is ribht when he says:" ;ne story of tae origin
and development of Lutner's Catec:ism is an iwportant caapter in nustony.'
Lutaer nimselt prized nis catecaisus very ni.aly. vne cima ae
states:'Tnia Catecaign 1s truly the .ivle of tne laity,wnerexn is ubntai-
.ned the entire dnctrlne necesgary toﬁnm Dy every Gnrisuan for = lva=-
tion." Gurnerding pageBSs., In tne Mirst buinf Part we lenrn that .there
is & Goa ans the Creator and Preserver of al‘ things. Ve learn about tae .
Savior.as tc His persom and Hid ofiioa and how we may be sunctlried by

the Holy'cnost.ann have the rnmiaeion of our sins anu sverlasting 11#&.



inirdly we aave tne lord's Prayer,& mot.l prayer indecd,waicn the Lord
tauznt !is disc.ples, ‘nd finully tne slessed Sgcraweants valca Carist
instituted. /Anc tcoe words of Eutuesius we must meution in unis counection.
®11 Lutacer in nis waole life oed aone nonniuh_goou except Lo nave uvrought
4is twu culecalgis invo the Loues,tne cuurcn,and tue scnools,lac world
COuld uever tpahk ula snough.® sud JUuBTUBE «UlLs seys:“laie Cutcoalsm ip.
& little coox., It con we vougat for sizxyence,bul WiOUSaud Lorlus could
not puy ior 2t." If tae lLutneren Caurch sad orougat oo vbuer veasfit into
tae vorlo tnen tinat sne rade tne Cutecaisw xNewn to tue pe.ple,sie would
have Couc wore Tw vuild tue Guurcn then all uue algaer scuculs ol learning
tual DGVe veen UL Lae earlii," £l Juﬁu ﬁru@t.hhu cTeuteet Laevlogian

in tie 16ta cuﬁtury,in g sermon on tuae Catecilisn says:"Tue Culecaisnm ig

8 oriel i;surucuzun in tae varastlal religion,sne includes in i.self the
auctriae of tae luw of Gouu, varistien faita,tne Turd's Frayer,tie institu-
tion ol .oly =uptism,and tne Lurd's Sugper,vualcn five catel perts sre an
eplcume wio certel Of Ghe cublle .iVly BOLiplures,icr walca reuson it is
caellech”iltiic oivle.® -Eug Geruerding thie lutncran Latecaist pagéiw .,

5 swuiced vefore, tucre wre stee pecple yWio criticisc tne vost 000K
and cuvasequently LuthersSs Smell Catecnism too,but ull tnat is seld aguinst
Lutucr's catecnisns is little in coumparison to tae meny reconendations
for iIt, aed soove all Lulaer's cateckisms are Now OYer Iouraundrea years,
old and a0 Gtuer Soux dag ocen found taat coculd equel it as a text-ovook,
“le deClids Saja:“IQEH&s upGe its way into almost eveéj living langusge ol
tae world. It vears its uesiimpny to Curist ia <very part ovi the world,
from ureciignd'to Iceland,to Indiu,to Scuta Awerics,aaqd Scutn Arrics,in .
tae caurch,schovl,and tiae aows,1in pslaces of tae royalty snd in tne auts
of poveriy.” .Geruezding fae Lutaersn Catecnist page 1114

mhen Lutner's catccalsm wes used for mbout eignt years,"Tne
-Jisﬁoy's jock,* wes frumed,larpely berapurascd from perts of L?uher's.cﬁto-

caisz,in tae reign of Henry VIII of Englanﬂ.Lutnér's foollsa enewy. Aph

-




Ho
Tinally in 1548 Bisaop Cruamier pudlisned nis "Catec .ism,® vased on
Lutaer's sci:cns. It is gueer tast suca men could not oring avout some=
taing equal to Lutner,und still taey were too proud to accepl sutaer's
aoctrine susea on tane :HSiple,waile tneir aoctrine vias pvasea on gana.
sut iutaer's Suull Catecaism was tae first bvox ever iralnsiated

intu tue langusge of tae Awerican lndians,by Caupenius,e Sweuisa Lutheran,

~ In 164C. uUerocrding page 1l1Z. Tae first edition in America was puvlisned

oy Count Zinzenaor! in 1l744. JYive years later &n aaition apgroved uy.
Luuneran'pastGEQ appearec from vtae press of senjawin ¥Franclin. And since
taat time nundreds oi eaitions in nearly all 1unguéges spoken in cur land
have sppeared in imerica. :

1rn Germany much work nad been done to introduce and teacih Lutaer's

_cateenism; It was wemorized inu explained by means of guestiloas am

answers and oy means of "Ainderpredigten.' 1In tnis eflort we tind

Spener quite zealous. In tae iniroduction to ais“Srkluerunggn uer carist-

‘licnen lLeare nacia aer Vrdnung des aleinen idg.lecnisinus, Ur, <. Lutaer's® ae

Beys:"is tu tne use 1 would have umade o ulg work,my upinion is not taat

the main thing is the memorizing ol the woros anc tae snswers, tuc meen=

-igg wust ve understocd znd the scholer must oe ‘avle to give it in nis own

words." And there canbe uo question that tne work of Spener wnu ouner
Pietists did soue good in meking catechising effective,out expesricuce

also teacnes that pietism has really not ubrougnt anytning pernanent,and

_Spener wae by no neans tne first one thet stressea reiiaious instruction

0of tae yovuth,ne was umerely following the Strasswvurgers. 3esides tac faect

taat Spener secured a real system for confirmation,he dicnot coniribute

,mucn ¢o the ‘“aristian doctrine,as he found tae main fact in the solemnity

of tae vow instead of tne <nowledge of God's \ord and Taita in Jesw Christ

S0 he cannot be called*s voice én tae wilderness,® or"tae reformer o f

religioun instruction.” Reu Catechetics page 134-135. iHis catecuism ism .

Liach inferior to otners,published long vefore him. And ss statea avove,
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Pletism orought never enytning vevaanent,aad it dia nut tacge very long
und pletir.a. wus on nun.;e‘;us patas, In exzlting cuniirmavion st tue expen-ce ]
of vaptism,in conaigering vaptiam tae oc._ laning end contirm.tion tae con=
clusmn el reg encr.,uon. €xpecting taen oi every cond irusna, on tn'e l
ozses of uls experiences wud 2is vow a consumntion of rubenerauun; rai.a
naturaliy resulted in eumotiuvuul Jugelery zna seli-aeceptiun,Gue to tae
Uudue stressinug, of tue suvgective element in tae cnild. Zaus taey rougea
tne e.a:-:ur &nce oif salvation touud in tae ovjeotivs act of Goa,xuls prowise
oi grace,znud tsitn in vesus Carist,nccause tney tuught tae cailaren to
truet in tae suvjective Xeuling of taeir nearts, ieu Uauemeue'a Mel';'iﬁ.
Tnis is tae reeson wny swny pietists lgnoree Lutasr's unexcelleu Cate-. %
calsm wad suostituted for iv tne so-cellea“Urouunsen ces Heils."

It oes w.'l.t'.hout. suying tnet Pietism peveu tne way for aationalisa.
Ae & cnief advocetor we must mention Lolff JVhC coubinea mataewmatics to
nei.t.le.meolog,x.cal argunents., deu page lal. dis folluwers were locseke
and suulgerten. iue to tnc name,rationslisw proke sway irom tue cmu."cn‘
anu Lubner's Calecnise wng lanced in roolipa koralily,ana okly one ming'
Woruh mentioning is the use o1 tae ~vidactic mwetuou,* 10 aoll'.uh.nﬁ- Socra..-
tes tu reveul tane gerw of truth slumoering 11;1 the wino ol tae caila,waich
hud L0 oe siiliully drawn out of nim. Taip metnou wes used tlll resta=--
lozzl appesred,wuod wrota‘ tne little book. "dAuw Gertrune LELGacs avr Cail-
dren,"lovl, .cu 143, ile waa greatly assisted by Scawaria ol uei'neluer&.
Scaleciernacher recousanded,vesldes tae Socratic tae acrouatic wetanod. :
©0 retionalisn did not only destroy religious life in ;iérmny.nut ruined
‘also religious instruction of tne & ildrem. It empoatically aenied tne |
old siolical doctrine of sin,as it sees no evil in man,only tae 's.eeds
and gerus ol everytning tuat is goud are there. Tnese good' tain.s are

‘t0 o€ drawn out of the cnild, deve:.oped and metured, :iince the Soow tic

uetnod savuld pe ‘use.. to draw out of the ouila tihe necded trutun. a&and

- the truth lnat cannot be drawn out of tne canild is not worth knnw'lnr
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Here Saten surcly won & pleat victury,ne msae rationuwlism rorget eapeolalls
$o¥get two Luiogs. +irst,toet SOerates %was ucallny wWita tae natural-truth
of tane natusl world as it 18 reveelea in toe natural men. Ssound, SOCTRLLS
was dealin, witan Lnture minus.huile tne Caristian tescaer 18 cezling wita
immature clnGe canicily,and witn supernaturzl truuns of tae spiritusl liie
of zan. «n0 Laere fore tne metaoa feilea wua tae fruitage wes lue&prelﬂly
sad and unsutisfying. JGerverding Tae Lutaneren Catecaist puge 1lb.
:ut'tuanks hé tu uca tae betiler faction soun came'uaca tv Lutuer's Ca
cﬁtecnism’aud apensr's e Loa . h- & rock 1n tne ocean uutnex's calecaisn

8to0d in tae noucs and hearts of m&ny tnouaann- ol unrxsnxans regarulalﬂ

Rationalism ana Pietism. &nd sooun Goo ruisea up meu sucn @8 silsca, 5laus

Harms Tnonaszus.darless and loene, tne davter aid wien goud in 1urbu-r1n5
enucation.tne same muat ve said svout &nl:eln.nrenz.buSpari tau latter for
ais"Geisllicnes una heltlicnes. " kng Frunz hieuemnns "How I tell wy cail=
dren taé otories of Lne “iole," were of great uelp. neu Cavecadlicy lay.
As t0 tae catecnetical lastruction in fipglune,br. ..eu aeutiouns werscd .
ala Gooaly Primur ol 1534 &s uncompromisingly evangelical iovr velay per="
meated vy tac "acle grutia‘ but wnen denry VIi: o Lnulana aied in 1547,
Granmsr translateu Justus Jonas' Latia verslon of tne Mucremverg berunns
for Caikaren into tae Lnglisn language,snd tnus'Lutner 's cateculsn wad
mnoe known to tngland,out batan wouln not lose suci an eagy vattle,and
ae worxen on Uragmmer anu finally succeeded Lo perauauc aia oo uocept the
nefozmsn doctrine and he then izde a catecaisnm calleua,®lnstruction to ve
learnsu by every caild," 1n cuvauvectiun witn tae Soox of Comuoca Frayer of
1543,and Luther's unexcelled catechiam wuavpusned aslde. Tue telonued
men such as nutzet ¥Ao came to snglend,and Calvin wno instructea aim,
becaue the chief aﬂvisers of aduaru.and then G;anmer 1nhr6uuc tne neformed -
doectrine into hngland Bee Aeu cataohetica page 155-156.

.

In Scotland John iinox edited ais nook,"aook of #igecipline” in 1660,

empnunizing tie inctruction of children. Tae Presoytariezn used the
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Vestmningter Catechism,similer to-tue Heldeloerg Catecuism wnich was too
doctrinul for children and co.uzou pevgle. Tee .eu Cateciustics puge 157.
uite a confusion as to cutecactical 1UGLrUCTLION w&s SEch 1l OUT
own laund,vecause tic Gelmans and Scanaluaviaus Srougisv tueir Lulaeran f
Catecanisn ulung from Zupcpe,wnile Lue inglisd spueaing peeule usea the
POk of Loiwon Preayer. o Luten usen tae leideloery Catecalsu wac tue
‘con&re&aticnalis ts zrnd otaer secterians tune Snorier %estminster Cutecalew.
- Ana aiter tae restoration of tae Lutneran Cateciaism in gructicelly
tae wnolé worlc in connection with cat_acnetical,mst.rucb'a.um.-e' fing in
uermany and HRussia,wmncng tne Gerwan Lubaerans,anu amay 0uider COUnLries
tiae "sluderleare or Carisienlenre,® %e ourselves at¢sndeu suca.aigusriehr
whiea is geing conducted sluilar to a good waltbaer League., =+ais.usans
tae cs:zhacilinauons of tavse ulready contirwed, oy tne pastor oL a apebia.].
dbunday, gencrally in tae alter nooun. {ne catecaisa is rav‘j::_av.eu aud Lae '
niule ;Listuries are taugat. Inen B80MmE QquEs .ions ana aiaswers iovllow, .I.n
many uxst:mzces b€ wuole congrepution tukes yart in 1v. VWe o tals in
one of oul' alssion pusts wno witn gooa results LOO. &0 wE &re Lok that
tnia sruclice dutes beca Lo the seformacivil age,it iull,avwever, into
disusc in tue t:l.me of dry oriaodoxy,and vas reviveu oy “psélel,but ﬁwae-
neratec @gwin unaer tne all-destroying influence of raticazlisu. suunlen=-
verg intrun-ucedzyi tac caurcies wihlon né O0rz&bizcG alla Sefvel. AIQ ut wany
Gerwnuall lutaerun Gaurcnes it 13 lound cval 1:1_ OUT Quy. GELUETGiNg page 1117.
sut tae q'uestion. muy oe yustizied aow wia Lutaer's Jatecalsu uecuue suca
& wuch used ooOCK m Anericu? iere we must wenclien tie early iutaeruns,
those from nulle and those frol Sweden,wnv made pruger useé ol wie ustaonis
.fx'om taeir very landing on tnese shores, as tasy pructicea ":.inacri ehre.®
\‘-e.;u'e told tamt &8 early asl6S3 & Sweulsn layman,laaries opringer,ssul
tp S\.'eder_l i‘z‘bh\ Wopundred catecaisms and taugilt the psuple ans cuad aren, °

Jut wgzin the Lutaersn Caurci was L0t as watoniul as suc shoula

have oecen as to ner trousures inherited from the fathéz-s.or not plenting
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f her cvn institutions of learning,snd thus she &gain uecame'ertéeted by
taec evil influence of raticnelism wnd ewotionalism tnat sbuunded in tie
deforuad Caurcnes. Lutaer's catechiasm fell ipto disuse snd disfavor.

Dr. %altaer fougat nany a aard battle ageinst tauls movement witn ull nis
POwEr, 8NeT Yy, 800 wignt., {ne so-cullea explanations were suosvitutea for
Lutaer's Gatecnisw in wany caurcaes., tucn & substitute wis juitaan's '
Catecunisn, puclisned®witn consent and epprovat.on® of tae iew Iorsk ainia:
teriwu in 16l4. .ee Geroeraing page 11y, Sut dde to tne i1act taat itv
wWas ratianalisufc taroughout,it moved the very lounauticns &s well as the
essence ol tae ;alt4 ol. tac Caurch of the nefuruat;on. wagere peoﬁle‘were
pletistically inclined,revivalism toon tae place ol cuuecusoation.

Anc aa a rcanlt we stw that esneci&lly Englisn speuking LonaruﬁutLUIS

WAO trlca to ve modern,went sovn entirely ovut of existencc. Aua to tnis
day we find rany ccngrggatigns wnere luther's Catechism 15 sorely negleOf
ted. Sut taanks bq to God,ve nuve alscu many Luuaeranlcaurchés taet do
tesci tae diifcience betwecn church aua caurcn. Let tais ve our aiﬁ.taat
tae children wnd our youta be tncrougaly ins;rucien in lutner's tzell Gate
ohisw,fcr we knov tzat cur future is vound up with tue groper instruction
&na training of our youth. Let us teach Lutner B Catecaisn ana zll 1111

be well with tne caild snd with the cougregation as well as mxtn tne
caurca at lurpge. Gerverdlng Tne‘Lutneran Cstechist pege 120,
ks mterial for imstruction we find,reguraless Gshpezines ana other
setnods ond uaterisl,the siole,Bidlicel histories,snd Dr. Lutier's €mell
Calechisu still superior to &all meterial ubed in our day ulia on uhe
market. 1t cannot bve denied however thnt ruch degenas on the teacacr.

EIi & tencner is not u davaut bnristtan in word and deea,in aocectrine snd ]
111&,nut such can be ocxpected frou him. He must ve a spiritual fatmer
to nle pupils in orﬁer to influence thew,or his instruction ﬁill be in

vain, rsor taere is greut danger thut the catecnetical instruction becomes

Btale t0 bcta teechner and pusils. And to accoulish sometning in tais
b E R CCINL
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1€8pcCi, culécnai.ens uust under ull circusstunces rogularly aad punctuslly
aliena caurch ssrvices. Anu if tney a¢ not fecl tne necessity or coliga=-
Ci0n LU aLléliu Cuuren SCrvices aurlng wae tiwe Of Cueis lustruction in tae
CateCulsu wut ~lule aisturies elc.,taeir cunliruatiun Vill Jiuquestionaoly
DE"eLd Bus ubl “Cuule ([eaOaulie® wAperitnce i8 wue vest lLeacder, W18

Steleuenl uax veoi ailesten Llue suu egilue Ul sl sdall o peslor Q-

ii 3uci cusus,not Lo wcceyt taea et &ll? v saall ac ALvcy Lacin 44 Angtruc-

Ltion,&nc Luen wilehd UI€ wlisls afu couliliea, 6l waea ouci? L& auve suech

C&BCS cVely ,cal, tnal uOuc colliirunlds Just reluse Lo cowe Lo caurca .

services rigatlurly aud punctuully. 2ow by oUiLhLlSi tneal, veg Taecw, 1nstrutt

taem,ouL wll is fruivlesr. taat saall & LesLOX w0 1) Bucu otses? It
18 true,il: vUr wudern inveallve g6 WealsS &ld Weys auve veol GGECUVeTed

LG subztitute ciurcn ScI'Viies tuca as fukugy HSCuaLLl,scrvices lur Lae

yeutsn, wrere tne entire service is turnec ovel L Gle yoluly, yeuple, b

make tuesn %Yau scretaing." Anc 1t Is Lrue in LOBL CuLSES,laey GC sunecning,

Ut Acer. uhc ..ve ¢ia Eo etning toe ik Farsdise. Ve persulally canuot
gonsent tu suca revw aeel uethods,us Re Tell rcsyua&lule.'l.b wld wulalt is
goin: on iu our CAUTCCe .

Anotaner step in tne modern catecaurcnate in vaere we find tae young
pecple 1rom 15-21 yeurs ovla. Tanls is twe ti..e n.ue'n'_\érum aeveloupes frow
childaocou into wenanocd or weuenivod., .ere tae caurch 'ss such ass &
creet .ission fiielo to wurk, airectly vy ..eans 0l exaaple,ahu inalrectly
by_ tae pastor. .‘L’nex_-e csu 0e nu question Laat taat part ol tne Caristian
catecnuunenate aas its veginning in doly Baptlsw,aud its mein ali in tae
first cowwinion. “ita tae first comauniua,eiter tae exe-inutlon in tae
doctrine of tfie caurca,tae catecnunen gasumes ais auty and ooligeztion as
& confirned wember of tne caurch. £Lge rite -of comlirmatlion usuanlly
closes the cutechumenate,tais of course QoS not wean Laat Tas culecuumeus

dare ‘Jlow run wild,or the wor< 'Uet:un i taesm would ve iu vain. 'i‘aeal..uat

Teinln in touca with tae caurcn and ti€ gastor as logy as taey live, for

Sl &




taey ust Lrovw arily in sunctification without wnich no one shull sec
Liic LOTd. out tae re_uicr lessons cluse after coniirmatlon; It is just:
too wad,tiut confiraation is nul understood sy meny pecyle; tuere we.
Deve Tide caudrcilt ol sowe un tae one side vac wwoee a sacrament of it,end
tae aelornied Cauraes oa .lie obaer 51iGE wWuo degrudgd it tu & mere el .
It gues witanout saying tout the rive ol coniirmntiou wWas wukiiowa to the
&ncieint vuurca,no® wuas it round inrne gevelouped calecauwenste ol tae &ba
éeutury; it ig retiner & peculiar lnstruction or i saoula say 1ustitution,
louna i tae varlstisn Cuurcn,but nau notaing in comwen wita tae Catuolic .
'Eirmelungl‘ Cecrtoin traces of it we find alwong tae donewian srcturen
in conuection wita cneir sct of receiving memJers into taeir congregations
Sec aAretzuenn lae Teacnirg of Keligion Vol.V.page 13%. scu Cutecnetlos
616-6z4. " ana uerveraing Tng Lut:eran Calechist pegeslid-lod.

' waen srasmus recomwended it o4 BOUn found its way 1NTO 2ANY Ccongre=
gauxuﬁs. Sut as soul ad tile alsempl was made DY Baume LO Gualige tae rite
of conmiiyuation agein into tihe <owan "Firselung,™ rlacius ana vuier

ortnudox caculogians opposed it so stromgly that it was preeuices. in very

few cungrepatblous., Sul waen wpener recoikzenaed iv agpainl uau s ulh &nd

gave it 4 more churculy character,it founu its way ilte wuny caurcaes

again. nationalism,nowever,uwsde sowe xiad of a Jomwastic piay ol it,

-gna- taus destroyed its azwlu al:u and causracter azsain,

L€ goule neaning of conrtirwetion lies in tae Lusaeraun aoctriae i
tae Scripuures and tae sacraments. Ye do not oelieve in tae sownil
magic wct iu conflrastion,ncr ao we apiyrove tne pielistical,sensesional
sunjecvive Jjugglery of feeling., Wwe ao aot oelieve in'u restorastion, co=
plevion,atiestation nor’ in any renewviag ol tue ouptismal covenant in
éonfirmat;on; becuuse tae Tirast is wol possionle,&nd tae latier is not
necessury. For wael God gave us in saptism will last for life time , and
Lo aeey vinat vie did_receive Carist irnstituted tne Loru'é Supper. &ma tals

iz vy e alweye eupliusize the instructica ip liod's Vord: ..
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S0 tuls is our comviction: Confiruation cuatrioutes nuetning to the cate-
Chuuea, vut no uevw grealscs rsuialiy it we Will Lecy widd Lae aponso;l
ave pro..dsed lu a3 aewe ot als ougsbtism ana LAus e 0uco..6s unblluu to
-arhlo;-at: of tue Lora's Supner. oo Ve ruasl euphsesizZs tue Lusbructlon
ia woa's wora wau Latier's Catecaism,ior tuc catecauden reualias & “descat
Blau,® ws lung us ne llvea. <0 Gae Lulucrel Vaurca 1inus L coalirwation
turee calufl pervs: 1a tae orowd seuse,l iustruciiuvn; o,cualessivn; 3,
laying uvi: wi acnds. 4&na in tae O&ryrcy JciisL l,tﬁe EXauwrnalion; z.. :

£

‘nne coniéssian;' Sytuz VO, %9 weation iirst tae exauwisiulion,tc prove
vefure Gou &nd btae congregution wnetuer tae coniirmand le avle Lo exumihe
uinsell s Lo his siuns and es to @ wortay preparation for tue uoru&s
bdupper, Secundly,we xention tae confes.iou.tne conlession proper,&ccor=-
aing to tae words of Larist:"Unosoever s.all conless v vulGre wen,aim
will [ adso confess oefcre ﬁy ¥etuer wac is in heaven." iattil. lo,32.
and Ldifdly.tue churcia sadued to every act cuncerning ﬁuﬁ &na man,prhyér;
fur wilnuut our prayers :und God's blessing,ws can nov xe¢up uir vow. ZIhe
Ampositio. of aands,aoes nct contrioute wnyuaing to tae cunfiru.anag.
luas is vay tie genuine Lutheran cuaception ul cuafirmation aiu not
see in tue rite of confiruation an act of ciosins catecuetical iuslructicn,
but more a continued prscess. ‘¥nere can oe no question vaal Tuc Iirst com= .
wunion wus,1s,and ressins of great importance in tne auzurmétxoa Caureca
and also later on,and tnc exazination of Lie coutirmunds wus comnsidsrec
essential o1 every Puriscilan. As tae “aarca, tae pPosssSsur VL Lue aeLls
of race vas not oniy privileged to graul tais opporiunit,; to tue coalir=
mands, out also obligatcd to sec uiaal tae cunf;rménns were avls Lo aiVe'ﬂ
&an account of taeir faitn,confess it nefire God,aa0 p owise tuat, witn
tne nelp of Uod,thep will remain fazithtul unto aextn.

- As tu tae meaning of courirwatio.. muca nes oecn wriicen ana said,

“e nave mentioned tnat tine soman und Gree< Lnurcies consiaer coniirmation

& sacrament. And to make it as iupressive as possivle tue conlirmangg
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are anoiunceu wita oil,and toe confirulng vishop says:®1 seal tnee wuith

tae 8iza of tne cross and confirm tuee with tne 0ii o1 swlvalion,in UWe

. name of tae KFataer,ana.of tne Son,and o1 tae doly Gnost.® luls Lae. SUOWS

that tney éseriue specigl power to confirwation. 4Lae siietec vl bue
crogﬁlng,anointing.ann iwgosition of asnas is consiaered us gavis, of
the ioly Gnost in & sense in wnicApe was 10t olven evea at wvapilsw. Faey
even consider tae aacramental cnar\gcber aigaer in confirumtion baaﬂ in
baptisi.. inis vwe oen plainly see oy tae tact tuat &l orainery,cowuson
priest may oaptize,vut cnly a pnishop cen canriim. .Geruveralag gsage 1z4.
Ana we &re very thenkiul Lo tne Lutneran xelorwers taal Liaey ukanl=
mously rejectea tae secrauental caaracter of confirustlion. Huacr dewands
toat we mention Lutner Iirst. 1In nis"savylunian Captivity§ ae suia taat”
ne %would oe willing to keep confirmation us & useiul cerewcny in Luac
church, providec,nowever,lt be freed fram all auperﬁtit;ou cuinecioc with
the -loran “Yirmelung." osut under no circunistances wovula ne Eunsiuur it
& sacrament. And 1n tne Augsourg Uoniession 8 well as il Gie Apology
it is called an ecclesiastical rltg.cousaquently LU SacCra.enl. Altacugh

‘tae Interim of 1548 recommenaed it,ortanodoiy rejected 1t as suci. &

- taorough instruction in 'the catecnism wus always practiseac in tue wrue

Lutneran Caurca; anda an examingtion,neld prior to tae first cowgunion,

&8 tnis was considered tas-true confirwstion., anud Bpeaking ui Lutiheran

- econfirnation,we must-wention bBugengegen a&s tae promoter wnd savocaier

of -our :resent form of .confirmation into Pomerania. Auu regaruless the
recomcenéations of wen like Gerhardt, Hunnius, dutter. ana otuers, it uia'ﬂi}
meet witn universal favor. Gerberding Tne Lutueran cﬁtecnist pége 120,

It wust be attrivuted to opener that he m de tae act or rite o1

..confiruation popular,even in the Lutneren Caurch, vecause ne strongly

emphasized & thorough ocntechisation and an impression on tae ueart and

wil* vy the class instruction. Tais aim vas justiried und ‘correct,

because the failure to obtain tals influence had prought courinmation.

|
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e disravor. Iif ouly tac later pietists wuuld auve followed in tme
foutateps 0l ~peusr,bul taey trieu,even wore tLian CPElEr ilaeu To 8€c,t0
Uring in & certuin ralse aud iorced cx0tionulis@. Jdastewd oI secll, aheir
aiw in uvving une neart sand tae will,tney soughlt & certeln conscious
conversion. Tuis uf courst wes not Lutaeren Lor even truc p;etism.nut

& rere gerversion of confirustion. ucroerding huge 1zb.

Lven nore evident wus tae uusvund ccuneeption vl tie relutiuva of

_ oonfirmation to bapuism,in trying to aua so-ething tu uaptism,wnereffs
snould ua§e knoﬁa that vapiisn as &n act qr uoq is coumpletea in iyahi;,
&nd zen cwn contrivbute notaing to it. Just as wron, &s tnis conception
was,was the conception of "renewing tne vaptismul covenant,® vecause &

. Covenant deusnas two parties,here God and uen,God'spart of tae coatract or
covenant danqot be rencweud vy man, Here une Lives,anu anotuner receives.
Ang fere Lod and the cnild are vrought into comenant relation wiin one
anotaesr. And tae caild neither renews nor ;anifies tae coveununt.

sut vhen thno baptisuul cuvenent ves Lade,tae caila could not con-

._giouuiy take purt. 50 God cuuld co auis pert in btae cuntruct in full, He

could give,and He gives to every oune wio aces not wiliully resist or
.reject,and the cnild could not consciously receive. JFalenls alla &Y0NS0TS

had t0 do the chlld's part in the contract in prouising aua coveunaniing

i'“in its place. a4and after tne caild is ovelny taorcugnly instructeu & to

. tae weuning of the vuptisual covenanut,tue calid taxes upun nxu§;lx als
8ide of tae cuveuant or contract. Iae cutire calecusilcel iustruciion
must ve an aim to nduriaa.tne ingtilled laith iuplanted in veptism. Lae
mind of tae caild is now enlightened,tine deurt woved,anu tus will per-
suaded of tae-fact that it was made a onild of God 'in bapiism,und is
now privileged to accept tae grace of God ana be personally responsivle
for tane future nourisaing of ynd& faith in him. Toe caila nust uow be
.equippéd consciously and intelligently to asauuse and ratify cuis part of

-the baptismal covenant. - And’ in this sense confiruation is related to




baptisw, Sul =pcner aud uis foilowers vwerc oy av xeans the only oues
tusay maswncerstoou vae reletion ol céniirnution tu hhpblsm. Juzer, toat
unstable Cre&Lelr &nd op.oser ol bue Augsourg Coniesiion,wio wus one day .
on tene hutderal $i0é wad Lue otacr day on tae side 0@ tae nelvruen mea,
gave a homaulzing iaverpretation to coniirsiticn. .le tsught,on lzying
tae aahd3 on tae cailu tae xinister vas o say:"neceive tue .loly Ganost,
‘tae Bulzszard and sduiter agalnst all uallce,stren,tn ang acely toward all
gova,iTom tae grecimus .aand of God tie Fataer,snd tine 3oh, end tae doly
Gaost.* Geruaréing Zne Lutaerun Catsc.ist sege 1Z17.

Sy tae laying on of aands special JUVEr Wes expected o;lﬁl erius
and Vilua: wao claimed taat tae laylné ¢n ol aanas Gav o gaglic power
to wae cuzln. Lnere cal ve¢ no jguestion tast tais 1s unscrigtural,
nbmisn.anu ruluvus to tane sovul. Tae foulisn iaea_is Jasea upog tue ucts
of tné &postles. 4As true aB it is,tnat tuae wiraculously sadowcd apostles
cculd comiir cnarismatic gllics up;n inaividuals oy laying va oI asnds,
_-but tneir followers cuuld aot. S0 we unola tazt tne vlessdng wagsu 1s
peslowed wp0u Gne conliruwads is auvt oy means ol tae sggic Oor wag nct of.
_tne pasLyr,out only,es tae aanas are alds tor tae suujectivs reception
. 6f tae prace preyed ror,promiéed ana courirred 0y tae wure ul Goa. <08
wexrd ol God works aere Just a8 any waere else,lt coarirs grece vuers tae
recizient uvoes nct resist'or rejecl, but cllows taut wusrd tu saler 1n£o
ais acart. Tals is tae_scr{pnurul, evangelxéul,und trie USahiuy ol tne’
leyin, ‘cn of hands. faere is no sagical pover,end confirwatlea 1s 30,
sﬁcrament. :
tv tae Sscrasent of saptisc, for bap«;am.xs &Il 8CL cosplete iu ltaeli.

See Jderverdlag Tae Lutaersn Lutcnneuxst page 1¢b.

Tue cung;rming.mhureugnaenind &nd eacgollsncing o1 tviie catecnuméﬁ'-

in grace is efleﬁtud priuarily slone turough Carist's own reans of grace,

tae word ena the sacrurcents,

cf‘Pagtzsm and the'perpetuhl efilcucy of that sacrsuent are now vividly

T

R e e

And 1ast vat uot least,it =aus netaing, and it can suusuotanlng

In coniirmetion the previous aduinigtration



11'. xhrough tnese means of grace. ,Tne.paaw: 1a onl.y tae ambaséindﬁi"-:

.,’

Gt

. "!,f“
4’,

_:‘ granuauon z:ﬁm i-e.libioua Jnﬁgruotiﬂn. . Tna cn.i.ld is aoneti.nea pnomi? L

peoinl presentu e.na ‘thc:ei’ﬁ;ﬂr I'.a;e cr.ildren ara uaually enger 1'.0 ovarr: ¥ -‘.;:-

)-:ltn :lt. :lnuruer to ne free ﬁ'u'.r. &11 thesg t.ruagarius ar preparahm tﬁ

i A;l}u mureh‘ mto full commniva.nt mumbership naan aonﬁrmtmn.men
i‘ 5 ‘_“‘ \ a““ -2 { . .- + L

Naan

at. day Ior evsry one in tne cun;negation. =
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