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PREFACE

The author wishes to state that the Wosaic asystem
of tithing has always puzzled him. It was not, however,
until recent years that he began to tegke o deeper inter-
est in the general subjeat of tithing. Due to the fact
that many of our Lutheran pastors and lsymen arc tithers,
and due also to the fact that the Scriptures speak o
often of giving, he has taken this opportunity to in-
vestigate and trace the history and development of tith=-
ing from remctest antiquity to the present day. The study
ds of inestimable value to him, It should be understood
that no attempt has been made to go into detall on the
subject of Christian giving since that would be beyond
the scope of thie peper. The historiecal background is
here presented and should serve as a foundatiovn to fu-
ture approaches to tithing in genecral.

Tegalistic sberrations have been noted and refuted fo
the best of the author’s sbility. He has alttempted (o pre-
sent the facts and state the case of the legalisls honesat-
ly and fairly. 1t ie the hope of the author that the
material presented may be of value to any who must conbend
with legalistic tithers.

Dedele

April 15,1941
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PART ONE

THE HISTORY AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE TITHE



CHAPTER ONE
THES TITHE IN SECULAR HISTORY

Where the tithe had ite origin, and when, is unknown. It
is, however, known that tithing was practiced among differ-

“~ ent nations from remotost antiquity. It will be the purpose
of this seotion téi%;zsfi%\qsgga the secular history and deo-
velopment of tithe-paying from the earliest knowvn times down
to the present day.

Vhy a tithe or tenth should have been s0 generally chosen
and accepted as the humber of selection in the camses of tri-
tute offerings, both sacred and secular, voluntary and com=-
sulsory, is not elear. It has been suggested that "probebly
it is gonnected with primitive views about numbers, or with
methods of counting, viz., by fingers and Soeu “pith this
sugrestion I cannot whole-heartedly agree. It cannot be de-
nied that tithes v:eré::§SMQoted, on the one hand religious-
ly, with offerings of firstkruita, and on the other hand,po-
litioslly, with tribute and texation. Although taxation of-~

ten took the form of a tenth, the amount varied, less or

more, but the name 'tenth' (decima, gghuw )was retained.

1, Hestings, James, Art.,"Tithes", in Eno{olopaedia of Re=-
ligion and RBthics, VOol.XI, p.347, col,




Seew. FoMare buin
AV first the offerings to o deity vero voluntary. but they

goon beocame compulsory and customary, especislly in regions
/

xmmgﬂwammmm—um and
where the monarch was oonsidered divine,

It was as much of an obligation for the people to kesp up
their sanoctuary as it was to msintain the royal person and
court. This is demonstrated by the faot that the ancient Phoe=-
nicians and the Carthaginians sent tithes annunally to the
Tyrian Heroules.l.W.R.Smithgahows that in this oase the tithe
was as much politiocal as religious. The southern Arabians
could not dispose 0f their incense before paying a tenth of
it to the priests as Sabota in honor of their god Sabis, A
tithe of the produce of the soil and the increase of the

Pelasqiens weve Litewe

herds was paid to the deities of the ancient Pelaagians;\?he:hkmvu a

Tieh AvenK W
weoT b Rowe e

Hellenes conseoreted a tenth of the snnual produce of tﬁe :j:fllf‘*
g0il to their daities.a. A remarkable instance of fruits
tithed and offered to & deity, and a feast made, of which the
people of the distrioct partook, is recorded in the anabasia
of xen0phon.4'
Whether the tithe was native in Babylon, or whether it

was borrowed, cemnot be determined. Its use, however, is

1. MeClintock and Strong, Art.,"Tithes™, in Oyclopedia of
Biblical Theological and Zoclesiastical LI%eraEure.VoI.

2'. pa455-1
2, Smith, W.R, Religion of the Semites, p.246
3. Xenoph.,Hellen,1,7,10 in HoClintook and Strong, op.oit.
4. Xenophon, The Anabasis, Bk.V.




1.
found in the time of Nebushadrezzar II. Zvidence of its

existence in Babylon prior to the reign of liebuchadrezzar II
is laoking, and there is no trace of it in the Aaayrian'per-
iod., That the tithe was & due paid to the temple of a god from
the land and that it was pald by all, including the king who
vgeigned to temples founded by him gnfynnagl'amount from cult-
ivated lands and from the treasuryjéi%:éieaf;irom namerous arch-
veological tablets oongerning tithes. These tablets show that
the neople were taxed for support of the temple. They further-
more reveal that the tithe was 0f the nature of a fixed charge
on the land and even becume negotiable. These tablets may be
regarded as of the nature of a receipt for nayment of tithe,
whioh wes generally paid in kind-eorm, oil, sesame, dates, flour,
oxen, sheep, and asses-though this might be exchanged for a
noney payment. i

A tithe of 8ll imports was paid the Babylonian kings and
the Persian satraps. In south Arabia tithes were used for the
erection of saored monumenta.s. Cyrus, on the advice of Croe=-
eus, demanded that his soldiers devote a tenth of their booty
to Zeus. In Greece and Rome the tithe &8s & tax on land was
well known, and the payment of a tithe to temples on special
ogcasions was not uncommon, There was apparently greater free-

dom in this respeot in Epypt. Although temples were usunally

provided with lands for their maintenance, the gods, neverthe-

1, Hastings, James, op.oit.,p.347
2. ibid ;
Se Smth. Welle .OPQOit- ’ P.247



less, expected to receive a'ehare of the produce of the
fields, vineyards, orcherds, and fish-ponds. In times of
war the kinge dedlosted a tenth of their booty to thq ten=
prles as well as 0f tribute levied on vassal states and of
yrisoners of war.l. Zoroestrian literature refers to the
fourth renk of men (traders,ertisans,market-dealers,et.cl)
who should pay & tithe %0 the high priests and to the king.
'y tgnth of the produce 0f the fields as being annually leve
ied, ie mentioned in Chinese sacred 1iterature.2. Dr.Adam
Clark says :a(.ewuww) contiory b endencs aud doiWlecly exaggevated)

Almost all nations of the earth have agreed to

give one-tenth to religious use. Grotius has

suid, "From the most asncient ages one-tenth was

the portion due to God'; and lontacutins has

remurked, 'Instances are mentioned in history

0f nations that did not offer sesorifices, bub

none that did not pay tithes?.

Clcero seems to infer thet when the Romens annexed Sio-
ily, they found the greater part of the land subject by an-
clent custom, to & tithe of corm and other produce, and
that such tithe continued to be exaoted by the Roman govern=-
ment.4.

Charlemagne nade tifhing & law of the empire and enacted
it in its most striot and comprehensive form. The collection
of the tithe was regulated by compulsory statutes. It was due
on e2ll produce, even on animals and was usually divided into

three portions:--one for the maintenansce of the Church, the

l.Hastings, James, 0p.oit.,p.547, wol.2

2. ibid

Je Brust&t. AeWe,y W

4, Schaff, P, and Wale,
Vol.XII, r.88

ey Hicene and Post Nicene Fathers,



segond for the poor, and the third for the olergy. This
tithe wes by no mesns a spontaneous votive offering of the
whole Christian people--it was a tax imposed by Imperial
authority,‘anforoed by Imperial power. .

?he introduction qf tithes into Eﬁgland is asoribed to
Offe, king of lercia, at the olose of the 8th eentury; and
the usage passed into other divisione of Saxon 'ngland. It
was finally made goeneral by Rthelwolf., In Scotland tithes
were made obligatory in the 9th century, and not long there-
after in Irelend.

In the beginning the cholee 0f the Church to whom a per=~
gon paid tithes was optional, but by a decretal ﬁf‘Innooent
III, addrescsed to the archbiship o0f Canterbary in 1200, all
wore directed to pay to the olergy of their respective par-
ishes. Aocording to Inglish law, tithes were of three kindge--
predial, mixed, and personal. Predial tithes are those which
arise immediately from the ground, as grain, fruit, herbs.
liixed tithes are those procecding from things nourished by
the earth, as calves, lambs, pigs, milk, checse, eggs, eto.,
Pergonal tithes are those ariéing from the profits of per-
sonal industry in the pursuit of a trade, profeesion, or
occupation. The latter were generally peid in the form of
a voluntary offering at RZuster, or some other pericd of the

2e
JearXe

1. Milman, H, Histo of Latin Christianity, Vol.III, p.86,%,
2, MaClintock and Sirong, OP.OIf..pp.ZBE.Egﬁ



Originaelly convents occupying lands in lngland paid tithes
to the perochial olergy, but & dcoretal by Pasehal II grant-
ed exemptions from such payments in regard to lands held by
themselves in theixr own ocoupation. This exemption was con-
firmed by subsequent legislation to the four orders, Temvlars,
Hospitallers, Cistercians, and Premonstratensians, and after
the fourth Council of ILateran (A.D.1215) only in respect of
lands held by them before that year. At the Reformation many
of the forfeited Church lands when sold were held free of
tithes. The Disestablishment Act of 1869, abolished tithes
and oreated a common fund for the support of the Protestant
fpiscopal Church and clergy. In France tithes were abolished
at the Revolntion, and this exumple was followed by the other
Continental countries, In the Cunadian provinces of Quebeo,
tithes are still colleocted by virtue of the 0ld French law
which is yet in forgce there. s

Mohammedens, of whom there are also many in the United
States, if they make any pretense to orthodoxy at all,
subsoribe to five practicoes, ome of which is tithing:z.

(1) Reecite cach day 'There is no God but Allah,
and Mohammed is the prophet of Allgh; (2) Pray
five times a day, with face toward Mecca; (3)
Answer the call of the Culiph for & jihad or
holy war,if any; (4) Give alms to the poor up
to ten per-cent of one'w wealth; (5) Keep the

holy month of Ramadin...once in life make a
pllgrimage to Hecoa.

1. MoClintock and Strong, op.cit.,pp.436,437
2. Gunther, John, Ineside Asia, p.519




-

It is slso interesting to note that the Agé Khan, lesder
of those ¥Khoja lioslems who are known as Ismailis (there are
about ten million of them in Indis snd olsewhere), is support=-
ed by their tithe. The Aga Khan ie, says Gunther, "a Derby
winner and owner of one of the greatest racing stables in
the world«...ho is not the ruler of a state--he has no terri=-
tory-~but of a seot., He is one 0f the most pioturesque and

unusual potentates on earth. The adherents of his seot con-

gider him to be a %od". His sourge of income is described
e

by Gunther as follows:

The wealth 0f the Age Khen is, as everyone knows,
aglmost inoconceiveble. le is probably oune of the
four or five richest men in the world. His reven-
ues derive in the first instance, not from land,
but froi the offeringe of his Ismeili followers.
These, who are for the most part fanaticelly loy-
gl, are supposed to pay him ten per-cent of their
ingomes every year, &s & falth offering and fee
for religious services which the community pre-
vides; of course not all of the ten million pay
him s0 much, but the amount is nevertheless very
aonsiderables

PRITZLAFE M siuliAL LIBKARY
CONULn A SEAMINARY
ST. LOUIS, MQ,

1, Gunther, J., o9pe.cit.,p.463
£. ibid., p.464




CHAPTER T30
PHSE DITHE IN PATRIALCHAL HISTORY

The first time that the tithe is mentioned in Soripture is
in regard to the gift whioch Abraham made from the spoil taken
© from Ghelgrloamer and the confederate kinge to lielchizedek, the
priest df God.l. The inecident is briefly this: Chedorloamer and
his confederates made war on the king of SOdéﬁhénd his assooi-
ates, and prevailed in battle. The victors selzed both persons
and poscessions of the vanquished and with them Lot and his
goods. The victors then proceeded with them to their own gounte-
ry. Abram, upon hearing of his nephew's cuptivity, armed his
dependents and overtook the eneny. Defeating them, he recov-
ered Lot and all the persovns and goods that had been carried
off., He owed his tdotory,not to the strength of his arm, but
to god, and to God an &oknowledgment of His ald was dues Accord=-
ingly, upon his return he met Qud's high priest, liclchigzelek,
and peld a tenth of sll the spoils o him.

e have here an instance of tithe-paying which ocourrdd

(acoording to ;rohbishop'e Ussherls chronology) about the

N year 1&? BeOe, and this ie
the aarli;st reacorded instence 0of the paygent of tithe in
Seripture. The guestion that must be decided here is gﬁ%ﬁ:
{mhat were the oxtent of Abram's tithes? Wore they a tenth of
all his spoils only, and so given voluntarily and specially
on this partioular oecasion, or were they a tenth of 21l his

inocme and something paid as & due?

1. Cf. Appendix p.il, (Gen.l4:17ff)



By far the majority of writers on the subject held thet
they wore paid as a due. The Rev.Henry COnatablelai England,
argues that the goods teken in battle were not Abram's since
hie only olaim to them lay in his having recovered them,"If
they hud been his own", Constable sontinues, "he might,doubt-
less have given God what proportion of his soods he pleessed;
but as they were not his own, he would soarcely have been so0
zenerous with another's property. He surrendered his own olainm,
bat he could not surrender God'as" ; He then goes into great de~
tail, arguing on the busie of Hebrews chapter seven, that lel-
chizedek had the sume claim to a tenth from Abfam which the
Tievites had from the Jews {(i.,e, o divine commend). His expos=-
ition of Hebrews seven sovunds very logical and sound as far as
it goes, but it dces not go far enough. One can prove anything
with Seripture when.the context is injured and ignored. (on-
ctable mentions not & word about the last half of the seventh
chepter of Hebrews--which verses throw gquite & different light
on the argument. In fact they nullify it.s.

Henry Lansdell says: "Hence we conclude that the tenth paid
by Abram was not merely an offering, whieh the patriarch was
at liberty to render or to withhold as he pleased, but a pay=-
ment of obligation“.4. If we conoede to these men that the

tithe paid by Abresham (and later by Jacod) was obligatory, then

1. The Measure of Liberality, (essay) in Gold and the Gospel,p.24f

2, ibid ».25
3, of.Hebrews 7:18=28 in Appendix, pp.i,ii
4. The Tithe in Soripture, p.l6




=10«

wo must aleo concede their further claim, namely, that the

tithe i1s obligatory in the liew Testament era, for Abraham's
Uithe antedated the ceremonial law bf tithing by more than

four hundred years. This we aan never doe.

e have already mentioned the latter half of the seventh
chapter of Hebréws a8 proving that the law of tithing in the
llew Testument has boen disannuled. ‘e bring now several ar-
guments showing that the tithe of Abram was not obligatory.

le
The Reve.John Harris writes:

It 1s obsorvable that Abram and Jegob, in particular
inatances, voluntarily devoted to God--what afterward
became a divine law for '"he Jewish nation--az tenth of
thelr property. Uithout implying that these examples
have any obligation on us, we may venture to say that
one tenth of one's whole income is an arproved portion
for charity for those who, with so doing, are able to
support themselves and families.

Ze

PoliesThompaon states:

From the phrase used, 'he gave him tithes of all’', it
has been argued that the tithing extended not merely
to the spoil, but also to Abram’e property in general.
This is contrery tc other authorities. Josephus says,
'Abram have ilelochizedek the tenth part of his prey’.

1t may well be, therefore, that this particular aet of
tithing relates to the prey omly, not to the private estate
of the natriarch. This statement is significant, for were
the tithe compulsory in Abram's day we should expect him to
give the tenth of 'all he nosgsessed', and not merely a tenth
'out of the chief spcils' (R.Ve). Ho doubt the custom 0f the
country from which Abram had been called deemed it fitting and

proper that a tenth be dedlcated to God. On this partiounlar

1. Mammon, in Gold and the Gospel, n.87
2, The hole TIthe, P8




oll=

occuslon Abram following the custom of the time, paid the
tithe. ‘hether it was the rule of his life to do =0 ve are
not told. To state that this was the rule of his life, znd
that it was neither tho first nor last time he paid the tithe
ie going beyond the Seriptures, for novhere else in the Bible
is the tithe mentioned with rederensce to ilram's life except
in Ilebrews chapter seven whioh treats this incident,

Ve &Bhaiade. therefore, that Abram's tenth was an acknowledg-
ment of the fact that he knew the tenth to be a fitting pro-
portion to dedicate to God. How he received this information we
do unot know. Soripture ie silent. Ve furthermore deduce on the
bugis of this chapter (Gen.,l4) that Abram's tithe was voluntary
and not obligatory for it is nowhere stated as a command pnrior
to the Mosaic legislation. If it were obligatory, Abram wounld
heve given & tenth of all his possessions, not merely of his
gpoilg., It must be borne in mind that there is & distinction be=-
tween vhat is right and fitting and what is mandetory. The
tenth, it appears, was considered the proper proportion and may
have been divinely revealed, but we cannot for that reason alone
declare that because it was proper, it was cxpressly commanded.

There remaine for our consideration but one more reference
to the tithe before we rcach the Mosaic¢ Law, and this is found
in the twenty eighth chapter of Geneais.l. Jagob had departed
from his father's house under & oloud of disgraco. He had ob-

tained Iszac's bleseing under false pretenses and now his bro-

l. ¢f. Genesis 28:10~22 in Appendix, pii,iii

"



«l8=

ther ilsau hated him. For fear of his defrauded brother he had
left home on his Jjourney to Padafaram. Homeless and shelterlese
he lay down in the open field with stones for his pilllow. In a

dream of the night he saw the inhabitants of hcaven and heaven's
1.
great Uing. The lord spoke:

I am the “ord ¢od of Abraham thy father,and ths

god of Isaae; the land whereon thon liest, tc thee
will I give it, and to thy sceed; ind thy seed shall
be a8 the dust of the earth, and thou shalt spread
abroad to tho west, and tc the east, and to the
north, and to the south; end in thee and in thy secd
shall all the families 0f the earth be blessed.ind,
beheld, T am with thee, and will keep thee in all
plages whither thou goest, and will bring thee again
into this land; for I will not leave thes, until I
have done that which I have s»oken to thee of,

Jaking from his sleep Jacob was impreseed with the certainty
that this wae indeed a heaven-sent dream. e determined:"The
vord shall be my (God snd this storde which + have set up for a
pillow shall be God's house, and of all that thou shalt -~ive
we & whil. GAyH ALB (EE20h vert ok Srours |

Apuin lepalistic commentators interpret Jacob's tithe to be
otlipatory. Constable repoats: "ie regerd him (Jacob) not as
performing what he ecsteemed a mere voluntary act, but as dis-
charging o sacred obligation; as making that return ?o god
for His bounty which he knew to be expeated of him".d. His are-

gumente are eimiler to those presented for Abram's tithe. To

gquote other legalists on this point wowld be but repetition,

1. genesis 28:13-15
2. Geneliss 28:81-22
J. Constable, H, op.oit.,p.28



for they sll argue, in essouce, as docs lir.Constable., e shall
consider him s representative of the legalists, and ehall attempt
to disprove hie contention that Jacob performed a sacred obli=-
gation when he vowed the tenth.

Let us anslyze Jacob's vow: "If God will be with me, &nd will
keep me in this way that I go, and will give me brecd to eat,
end raiment to put on, so that L come again to my father's house
in pecace; then shsll the Lord be my God; and thie stone which I
have set ap for a piller shall be God's house; and of all that
thow shalt give me, I chall surely give the tenth unto thee.l.

Thie was tithing, but an inferior sort of tithing %o be sure.
Jecob, 1n this instance, ies o poor example to emulate as the
leguliets delight in doing. Ia the first place, his vow is con=-
ditional, The Lord does not delight in vows of this type. He had,
in verses 13-16 given Jacob every essurance of His divine bleasr
ing and proteotion &nd yet Jacob hedges hies tithing vow about
with conditionsl phraseology:'if God will be with me--if God
will keep me in thie wey that I go~-if God will give me Lread
to eat and raiment to sut on, etg...' Children of God do not
give to the Lord's cause with such an attitude. Ve ean very well
imagzine the chaons and confusion that would result in the Christ=-
ian Church were the members to condition their giving om such
temporal, self-mude provisiong: o, Jacob's cunditional vow to

tithe is nit a good exumple t0 emulate., In this eonnection we

l., Gcnesis 28:20-22



note also that Jagob'e vow to0 give the tenth was not a s stem-
atic way to give. Itlwas not to be offered annually as he re-
ceived the blescings, but in one sum on his return home., This

is not as God would rave it. Ve learn from & study of tha Hosaio
law on tithes that the tenth was %o be given regularly, yearly,
in short, at regular intervals, Also from the spostle Paul we
lesrn that giving shonld be systematic (2 Cor.l6:2). One of the
reusons for the enactment 0f the Mosaic tithe was that by regu-
larly setting agide a portion of one's income to God and by bring-
ing it toVHie temple regularly, a God-gonsciousness would be
sharpened and develoneds The regular type of giving is the kind
fod encourages. Jacob's vow did not make provision for regular,
syetematic giving. In the third vplace, although the Lord kept
His promise to Jacob, Jacob as far as we know, did not remain
foithful to his vow. The Soriptures do not inform us as to whe=-
ther Jasob built the house to God, nor whether he gave the tenth
2s he had vowed. In fzct it might very well be that on Jacob's
safe return the promised tithe was, as & matter of fact, not
offered, and that this laxity, to call it nothing worse, occas-
joned the death of Rechel. (It is universally believed among
the Jews that & man who vows wealth to God, end fails to pay

his vow, is punished either in hie wife or children).

1, Thompson,P.We, Opecit., p.14
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ie would make two obgervatipna before bringing this partic=-
nlar scction to a close, 7irst, ooncerning Jeoob's v6w7--ﬂe
arain ask; Vhy a tonth? Agein, a8 in the czse of Abram, we
feel that it was due_to some primal revelation of God whigh
had been handed down, the fruits of whigh were ogsarvahle in
the conduct of Ab;am and his desoendapta. Abram perhups, as
a falthful father, taught it to Isace, from whom Jacob re-
ceived it. Secondly--nearly all writers on the tithe invar-
iably bring forth as an srgoment for Now Testament tithing
the exumiles 0f Abram and Jaoob. These arguments will be eon=
slidered in greater detall in a later section., Suffice it to
say here, that the two examples in question are not reliag-
ble inctances of legalistic tithe-paying. It has already
been demonetreted that Abram's tithe was voluntary, not com-
pulsory. Jacob's vow to tithe was, we believe, voluntary ale-
80, Vere it true, as many belicve, that Jaoob considered the
tithe & duty &nd a command, he most eertainly would not have
oonditioned hig vow! The moment & pcrson conditions & state-
mont, he reveals to all that he has =2 choice in the mattere.
je fe-l, therefore, that the two recorded instsnces of pre=-
nosalc tithing mentioned in CGenesis 14 znd 28, were volun-
tary oxpressions of gratitude and considerations of proprie-

tye



CHAPTER THREZ
MOSAXIC TITHING

The seotion under consideration degls with Jewish tithes
under the lloseiec Law. The sources for the treatment of the
equeot are takenlprimarily froj) Bibliocal and Rabbinical
gources, In this section Israel's two tithes ( some comment-
ators think there were three), the tithe of tithes, and
firstfruite shall be troated in consideraible detail.

ohe firwt enssinent sbupevning Bithe siipnietel Nl
tenth of all produce aud of 2ll animels be devoted to the
Lord, It furthermore enactes that the predial or vegetable
tithe may be redecmed if one-fifth is added to its value;
and that the mixed or animal tithe, which is unredeemable,
is to be taken as it cumes, without any kind of selection
whatsoever. should this detall be neglected, the original
animal snd the one substituted for it are Loth forfeited

"t0 the sanctuary.
2]

In the second reference to the tithe, in gonnection with
the Mosaioe legislation, it is stated that the tithe is to be
given to the Levites of the respective distriots as a re-
muneration for their services in the sanctuary since they
were excluded from sharing in the division of the land of

Qunaan. Horeover, it is revealed that the Lovites are allow=-

ed to consuge the tithe whereever they plesse &) © 7;'5}“)4«1 3
T (T
end that from the tithe thus received they sre to give a

l, cef. T.evitiocus 27:30-~33, in Appendix, p. 1iii
2. 0f. Numbers 18:21=32, in Appendix, p. v, vi



tenth to the Aaronites or priests.

In the third legislatlon on thie pointftlt is specific-
ally commanded that the Israclites are to tithe the produce
0f the soil every year; that thilas vegetable tithe,.together
with the firstlinge of the flook and herd, is to constitute
the social and festive repast at the sunctuary; that in the
event that the sansctuary is too far off, the tithal pgoduce
is to be agonverted into momney, whioh is to be taken to the
motropolie and there lald cut in food for this embertain-

ment; and thet the Levite ie t¢ share with the family in

this social meal. In concluslon, it is ordcined that at the

end of every third year this vegetuble tithue H7X'§L@ “lﬁgiﬁL)
is not to be teken to the metropolis, but is to-;onsfitdﬁgﬂ i
nogpitable und charitable meals at hone to which the Levite,
the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow arc to be in=-
vited. The triemmnisl conversion of the second or vegetable
tithe into entertainments for the poor is again enjoined
in the sume book.z'Here it is also stated that every Israel=-
ite shall make =:n exculpatory declaration that he has con-
geientivuely performed the tithal command.ao
The Levitieal, or First Tithe ( ;ig'xj ﬁfﬁgé)

This tithe wee paid after both the firstfruit ( 5] “7‘|3;L)

and the priestly heave-offering ( ﬂ)}d“){)) had Geen sep=

1, cf. Denteronomy 12:5-7,17; 14:22-29, in Appendix, pp.,vi,vii
%e 0f. Deutoronomy 26:12-15, in Appendix, pp.,vii,viii
Je MaCGlintoek and Strong, Opeoit., p.433



urated. Although the amount was not fixed in the liossic Law,
it wae generally one-fifthieth of the produce%. The physiczl
welfare of the many priests snd Levites was always & serious
nmabter. It was by 10 means left entirely to the generosity
of the other eleven tribca, but speciiic provision was made
for it in nunerous laws. The principle on which such support
was required wes not simply that the priests end lLievites were
serforming services in their behalf as their sppointed repre-
sentativea; 1t was & higher and far more fundamental obliga-
tien. &1l owed tribute from their substance to God. God re-
linguished that tribunte in favor of the tribe of Tevi, in-
cluding jaron and his sons, o the end that they might wholly
dovote themselves tv the scrvice of their brethren at the
sanetuury.a.

The Biblical law in Nunbers 18: 1—52?.regu1ates the laws

of the THERUMAH and MA'ASER ( j)b §155) .n & 9 b s_{b )¢ The TER-

uiag ( 7)31*151) belonged %o ,ha .rieste and tne MATASER

to the LeV1tes. The Lievites had to separate & tenth from the
MATASER given to them and give it to the priests. In Bibli-
oal and rabbinie terminology, the latter is called the Ts?
AT HMA'ASER. In other words, according to Biblieal law, ths
TERUNAH and TERUMAT MA'ASUR belonged to the priests, and the
UATASER to the Lovites as a regard for their services on their

do
behalf in the Temples

1. Cne Txode 2% 19,beut.26:1 with M%ahna%iBikkurgms
2+ Bissell, 7dwin, C., Biblicel Antiquities, p.32
3. of. numbors 18;8-35, 1 Appendix,vp.iv,v,vi

4, Belkin, Samuel, Philo and the Oral Law, p.67




The Hosaic Law does not define what things are subjedt
to this tithe, bnt eimply states that it is to consist of
both vegetables and animals.. The animale in particnlar, are
very indefinitaly desoribed in the Pentatenshal statue, which
gimply eays, "Ae to all the tithe of hords and flocks, what-
snever passeth under the rod, the tenth shall be holy unto the
Lordfe- It will be 88en SEATEIhLe 1ew doaatriot gay whether the
tenth is to be paid of the newly-born animals; whether it ine-
oludes those nowly-purchased or exghanged; whether it is nay-
able 1f 2 man hag lees than ten catile; or at what age of the
animals the tithe beoomes due., The spliritual heads of the peo=
ple, therefore, had to minutely define these points so z=s to
malze the tithsl law precticable. Mor this reason the follow-
ing canons obtained: All snimals are tithable exaept those
which are born of heterogeneous eopulation; which are dam-.
aged; which have gome into the world irregularly; whioh are
bereaved of their mother; or which have been purchased or re-
ceived as presents. They ere only tithable when there are
ten newly born of the same kind, so that the offepring of
oxen an! small cattle must not be put together which might
te done just to make up the regulsite nuﬁber; nor are even
those to be put tofether which are born in different years,
although they belong %0 the same kXind. shecp and goats may be
tithed togother, provided they have all been born in the

sume geasons in the year.

le ofi Levitious 27:30-33, ir iprendix, p. iii
2. lieviticus 27:32



Anlmals may be tithed which are bOrp about fifteend days
bafore the three great festivals, viz., (a) on the first of
iisan, bgiug fifteen days before Passover; (b) <n the first
of Siven, being only five days bhefore Pentooost, because the
emall number of animals born between these two festivels conld
not suifice for the celebration of Pentecost if the second
tithe term were to be fifteen days before this festival; and
{e¢) on the twenbty-ninth of Ulnl instead of the first of Tisri,
which ig fifteed days besfore Tubernsoles. Those animels born
before the monthk of 1al were tithed by themselveaf. ith re~
gard to these animels tithed, the law proseribes that every
tenth beast that passes under the rod wes to be saared to the
Lord, the good and bad ulike. sny attenpt to substitute one
becet for enother would result in the loess of both animale.g.

it ie interesting to note the manner In which the Bib=~
lioal.phraseology was literally interpreted and applied., The
animals were tithed by being made to pauss, one by one, out of
gume enclosure in front of which étood & person zppointed to
namber them. He held in his hand ¢ rod, or staff, with which
he counted each animal as it made its ewit from the fold un=-
I A R B
merked with & red color while the words 'This is the tithe'.4

were spoken. The command, '"Whatsoever passeth 'nder the red!

was in this way literally carried out.

1. Metlintock and S$trong, op.cit., p.434

2. Koil, Carl, ., Manual of Biblical irchaecology, p.448
3. Nevin, John, W., BIDILC&l ANGIQUIL1GS, PeoO7

4. Mishnah, Bekoroth, X,



The Second Tithe ( m’ Hub_  Sedepoderatn )

This tithe is 1egislated in the fourteenth chapter of the
book of Deuteronomy. It was what is known as the "festival

tithe'. This particular tithe could not be sold, nor given or
rocelved as a pledge nor used as wel~ht, nor exchanged, but
might be given away as a present?.lf the distance to the na=-
tional sanctusry was too great to convey the tithe in kind, it
might be converted into s-ecie, and the money could only be
spent in the metropolis in ordinary meals or festival saori-~

fices whioch were eaten at those sooial repastse ©w'h23, 'n2f
.(. vy

There were storehouses 1512 )% Y in one part of the
et T

Temple, under thé superintendence of priests and Levites in
4.
whioh the tithe was kept.

For & better understanding of this second tithe in partiocu=-
lar, and all Israel's tithes in general, we must understand
the underlying purpose behind them as well as the attitude
taken over against the tithes by the ohildren of Israel,

All the males in Israel (with their families, if they so

B.
desired) were t0 as:emble at the sanctuary three tines a year

Ge
for the worship of God.

1o of, Dauteronomy 14.: 22-29, in ippendix, p.vii

2. Mighnah, Ma'aser Sheni, 1,1

3. ibid., 111—!

4, of., 2 chron.dl :11-14, Hehemiah 10:38,39; 12:44; 13:12, in
Appendix, pp. 1x X,

5. Lansdell, H., he 7ithe in Seriptures, pp.26,27

6. cf. Deuteronomy 12:6=-7, in Appendix, p.vi
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The primary end of the festivals was to foster religions prin-
¢iples and to furnish a time =nd place for social observance
and the offering of sacrifices. Iverything was done in recog-
nition of God's bounty, and as acts of homage and worship to
Him.l. Comparing the first and second tithes, it is seen by
way of distinction that whereas the offerer had no voice what-
ever in the disposal of the first tithe, the disposal of the
gseeond tithe was largely in his own hands; and that whereas
the ofierer did not receive again any ﬁOrtion of the first
tithe for himself, he might in certain cases, receive the
greater part of the second tithe either for himself or for

2e
otherse.

The Triemniel Tithe (_ 39 QW db =ituXoSivater ).
Thie tithe has also been called the Third Tithe, Poor Tithe,

and Second Tithe($t oo 5o uct, LXX,Deut.26:12). This tithe
is generally called the Second Tithe converted into the poor
Yithe. It is to be given to and consumed by the poor at home
instead of being conveyed to the metropolis to be eatem by the
owner. Since every seventy year was & fallow year, not yield-
ing a regular harvest, it was enacted that the second tithe
shonld be eaten in Jerusalem by the owner thereof and his
guests in the first, second, fourth, and fifth years of the
septennial eycle, and be given to the poor in the third and
seventh years., It itz for this reason, then, that the third
year is denominated the YBRAR OF TITHES (_H(oyh ] nz_gg'_t).i-e-

l, Lansdell, H., op.cit.,p.28
2. ibid., pp.29,30
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when all the tithes had teken their rounds. For thie reason
elso, the spiritual heoads of the Jewish people in and before
the time of Christ constituted and named the FPreparation Day
of Passover uvf the fourth and seventh years, a day of searoh-
ing and removel () |d). :

This was done in accordance with Deuteronomy 26:12 when
every Israclite had to separate all the tithes which he ought
t0 have pald 3n the course 0f the three years, but which, whe=
ther through negligence or through some untoward cirgumstances,
he had feiled t0 do. it the ewening sacrifices oan the last day
of passover, every nilgrim, before preparing to return home,
nad to offer & prayer of confession in ac ordance with the
thirtecnth verse of this book. Inasmuch as this confession
( >17° )is an expansion and traditlonsl exposition of verses
13-15, which eccounts for the Chaldee and other versions of
the passace in questicn, we #ive 1t entire: "I have removed the
hallowed things from the house(i.e. the seaond tithe and the
guadrennial £ru1tli; znd have given ii to the Levite (i.e. the
priestly offering end the rriestly tithe), to the stranger, to
the fatherless, and to the widow (i.e. 10t given less than thé
poor tithe demsnds)...from the house (i.e. from the doughzi
according to all thy commandments which thou hast commanded me
(i.e. not given the second tithe before the first); I have not

transgressed thy commundments (i.e. not paid one kind for the

1. of. Lovitiocus 19:23-25, in Appendix, p. X
2, of, Humhers 15:17f.in Appendix, p.xvii




other); I have not forgotten (i.e. to thank thee and to re=
member thy name thereiy); I hauve not eaten thereof in my
mourninge..I have not given thereof to the dead (i.e. for
cofiins, shrouds, or mourners); I have hearkened to the voice
of the Lord my God (i.e. have taken it to the chosen sanctu=-
ary): I have done all that thou hast commanded me (i.e. have
rejoiced end caused others to rejoice therewith). :

It must be understood that in the two years of the sep-
tennial oycle, when the second tithe was converted into the
poor tithe, there was no additional second tithe, inssmach
as the poor tithe took its place. The poor could go into a
field where the poor tithe was lying and demand of the owner
to sutisfy their wants. If the owner's means were slender,
end the poor so numerous that he were unable to give t0 each
the specified measure, he was t0 produce the whole tithe and
place it before them so that they could divide it smong them-
selves. The owvmer could give only one half of the tithe to
his own poor relatives: he hed to distribute the other half
among the poor generally.a.

If & man and women applied together, the woman was to be
satisfied first. #Ho debts were allowed to be pald out of the
poor tithe; nor a recompense to be made for benstits?.nor

captives redecmed; nor was it to be devoted to nuptial foasts

or alms; nor was it to be taken out of Palestine into a for-

1. MeClintoek and Strong, op.oit., P.435
2, ibid.,
3‘ ibid LEY
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eign land. Though no tithes were paid in Palestine in the
: eabbatical yoar, when all was 1ﬁ éommon. yet the luznd of
Ueypt, Ammon, and HMoeb had to pay them for the support of
the poor in Israsel, because the Sabbath of the soil was
not observed in these countries,

The Biblical law on these subjects arranged as it is,
is frequently indefinite. At times it appears as thongﬁ
the lawe were at variance withlone another. A real con=-
flict between the divine ocommandments is, however, ineon=-
celvable. It was the task 0f the learned not only to har-
monize them by interpretation, but to combine them for
nractical purposes. The mere repetition of laws between
which there secms to be no difference, made it necessary
to £find something in the one that was not explicit in the
other, This is &n sacepted hermeneutie prineiple. ]

The student of the tithe will see that the Book of Deut-
eronomy only mentions the secoond or vegetable tithe as well
as its regulér. triennial conversion into the poor tithe.
It omits entirely the first or_Levitical tithe; while the
books of Leviticus and Humbers, which discuss the Levitical
tithe, pass over in silence the second or feast tithe. This
has given rise to verious theories smong modern oritics.
Thug Fweld will have it that the Deuteronomist, writing dur-
ing the period of the Jewish monarchy, when the Levitical

tithe, as enacted in Leviticus and Humbérs, cculd no longer

1. MHoore, George, F., Judaism, Vol.II, p.l64



be continued as a regular tax rate in view of the new bur-

dens of texation imposed by the sovereigns, tried to bring

the tithe‘back to its originel form of a voluntary offering.l.
Enohelf'angther higher critiec, regards Denteronomy 12:6; 1l4:

22~29; 26:12,a‘ae proceeding from the later Jehovietic legis=

lator who lived towards the end of the kingdom 0f Judah. Eno=-
bel claims this legislator substituted for the older :lohis-
tic annual vegotable tithe as well as for the znimel tithe,
which vere no longer practicable, the trieunnial vegetable
tithe which was %o Le devoted to the hospitable meals where-
unto therLevitea,rtogether with the stranger, wiéow, orphans,

and poor, were to be invited.
4,
Bishap Colenso, who glso regards the ensctments in Levit-

icus, Numhers and Deuteronomy as referring to one a%d the
same tithe, finds 'the most coimplete aontradiction between

the two sets of laws', Idwin Cone Bissell holds that there
De
were three tithes &nd makes the statement:

Some commentators have supposed that this tithe
was not additional to the second, but that a
speciel use of the latter was required for the
third year. But, as far as the letter of the law
is concerned, the same reasoning that would sub~
stitute it for the second tithe on the third
year would require its being substituted also for
the first, and this csnnot Ly any means bve ad=
mitted. 7

6

P, ioThompson .and Henry Lensdell .olaim there were three tithes.

1. McClintock und Strong, Ope.cits, p.433

2. Commentary on Leviticus, pp.419,590
3 OT. Appanﬁfx. PDeV1, Vil

4. Pentatench and Joshua Critioally Ixamined, iii, 476

Se ) All w 88, Pe
6. ALL T"hine Increasse, pp.54,93,95,166: The i'hole Tithe,p.43ff
SET, e

7. The T1the in seripture, pp.30,32,33,




1
Oehler, on the other haznd, is convineed that the tithe

0f the middle books of the Pontateuch znd that of Deuter~
onony existed eontemporaneously und that they cannot be de-
nied in the presenae 0f Jewish tradition given in the LXX
vereion of Deuteronomy 26:12? Tobit 1:713, Joaephu: and
others. This latter tithe, he feels, was no tsx in the pro-
ner senge 0f the word, but by the necessity it involved of
laying by & certain portion of the income, was 2 means of
meeting the expense of the pilgrimages t0 the sanctuary, and
0f promoting the exercise of Lenevolence. That the rendering
0f these tithes also had the significance 0f a sacrifice of
prayer is shown by the prayer which, according to Deuteronomy
Hﬁzlsgf. wee 0 be ubttered after the tithing in the third

year.

1. Theology of the 0ld Testament, p.289f. |
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3. cf. Tobit 1:7£, in Appendix, p.xvi .

4.'%et there be taken out of your fruits a tenth, besides
that which you have allotted to give to the priests and
Levites. This you mey indeed sell in the country, but it
is to be used in those feasts and sacrifices that are to
to be celebrated in the holy city; for it is £it that you
shonld enjoy those fruits of the earth which God gives you
to possess, 80 as muy be to the hononr of the donor.?
Josephue, intiquities,Bk.IV, c.viii, 8.

'Besides those two tithee, which I have alrcady said you
are to pey every year, the one for the Levites, the oth-
er for the festivals, you are to bring every third year
e third tithe %o be distributed to those that want; to
women slgo that are widows, and to ghildren that are or-
phggs.' gosqphua. Antiguities. Bk, IV, c,vili, 22

5. of. Deuteronomy 26:12-15, in Appendix, pp.vii, viii



In enavier to “wald and the others who declare that there

is a contradiction between the two sets of laws, it is to be

urged that .

a)

b)

a)

)

The tithal onasctment in Deuteronomy has nothing what-
ever to do with the one in Levitiocus snd Numbers, and
ig, therefore, neither intended to contravene nor
supersede it. -

@vthov ov¥ /i~
The Deuteronomyst presupposes the existence and force
of the Levitiecal tithe as the fixed income of the min-
isters of the sanctuary, and designs the second tithe
%0 be in force by ite side. This is evident from the
fact that the book of Deuteronomy, chapters ten, twelve,
end fourteen (1), like the books of Leviticus and
Humbers, legislates upon the basis of Levitical prop-
erly, and frequently refers to the care to be taken
0of the Lievites. Now, if according to the above-named
hypothesis, we are to repard the triennial tithe as
substituted in the place of the original Levitiecal
tithe, we are forced to the ridiculous gonelusi n
that the only provision made by the, Deuteronomyst Re
for the Levites is an smple mesl once in three years.
Oehler says:

It ie surely scarcely concelvaeble that
the lawgiver, in securing for the Levites
an opportunity of eating to the full once
in every three years, would venture to
suppoge that in so doing he was ‘as far 3.
&8 possible’ relieving their necessities.

Mege
The mention of the second tithe by ﬁkaiﬁ;uﬁeronomiet =2
slone is due to the faet thaet 1t is connected with
the fixing of the central sanetuary, the rites and
regulations of which he zlone discusses.

The post-exilic prectice of the Jews shows beyond the
shadow 0of a doubt that the nation for whom these ti-
thal laws were rassed understood the enactment in
Douteronomy %0 mean a second tithe as in force side
by side with the first or Tovitical tithe enjoined

in Leviticus and Humbers. (4)

1.

Be
4.

cf. Appendix, pp.vi,vii

HeClintock cnd sStrongz, Ope.cit., Pp.433,434
Theology of the 0ld Testament, p.472

cf. Footnote, p.27
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e) This also sots aside the objection urged by some that
o double tithe would be too heavy and unbearable a
tax, If the Jews did not find it so in later times,
vhen,under the rule nf foreign sovereigns, they were
forced to pay heavy taxes, then surely they couvld
not heve found the double tithe too heavy & load dur-~
ing the independence 0f the State, especially vhen it
18 remembered that the second tithe was devoted to
festive repasts 0f the respeciive families at which
the Levites, the strangere, the widows, snd orphans
were simply guests. (1)

From the foregoing discussion we may gather; 1) that one-
tenth 0f the whole produce of the soil and of all animals,
was to be assigned for the maintenance of the Levites; 2)
that a tithe, in all probability, a second tithe, was to be
applied to festival purposes; 3) that in every third year
either this festival tithe, or a third tenth, was to be eat=-
en in company with the poor and the Levites.

The question now confronts us: Were there THREE tithes tak-
en in this third year, or is the third tithe only the second
ander a different description? It seems to me that there were
only 770 tithes. The reasons for this opinion have advanued;
It must, however, be admitted that arguments advanced for the
support of & third tithe are not entirely groundless. Jose-
vhus distinctly says that one tenth was to be given to the
priests end Levites, one tenth was to be applied to feasts 1n2
the metropolis, und that a tenth besides these { i, 1opc oitals o
was to be given to the poor every third ycar. Tobit states he
gave one tenth to the priests, one tenth he sold and spent at

D ;
Jerusalem, and another tenth he gave awaye. Jerome tells us

l. HeClinbtoek and Strong, ope.cita., P.434£%
2. Antiquities, Bk.IV,c.iv,8,8,22. Cf. footunote 4, p.27
3. OFX. guEIf T:7-8, in Appendix, n. xvi



that one tenth was glven to the Levites, out of which they

gave one tenth to the priests (ggﬂSeogﬁhétn }: a second tithe
was epplied to iestival purpoges, and & third was given to the

poor (nd;;:QEI: ). Spencer thinks there were three tithes,
and Jennings, with lede, holds that there were only two com~-

plete tithes, but that in the third year an ad. ition of some
2.
cort was made. Luther, too, speaks of three tithes, bLut he
3e
calls the tithe of tithes the third tithe:

Gott hat diesem Volke dreifache Zehnten auferlegt,
Erstens den, welchen sie jedes Jahr den Leviten ga-
ben von ellen Truechten des Landes; Zweitens den, -
welchen sie jedes dritte Jahr, ueber den envege-
nannten, von allen denselben Pruechien des landes
absonderten,..Der dritte Zehnte war den Leviten
aufgelegt, dass sie von ihrem Jehnten den ‘riest-
ern auch den lehnten gaeben; davon ist im dritten
Buche kouwis gesagthe.

Over against these opinions stands ligimonides who says
the third and sixth yeaers' second tithe was shared be-
tween the poor and the Levites, i.0. that there was no
third tithe.4. Both beldens.and diohaeliss are 0of the op=
inion thet the burden of three tithes, besides the first=-
fruitg, would Le an excescive load for the Israelites.
Selden thinks that the third year's tithe denotes only a
different spplication of the second, or festival tithe; and

lilchaelis, that it meant a surplus safter the consumption of

1. Comaentary on Ezekiel, chapter 14, 1,536

2. Spencer, De.Le .ﬁeﬁr.p.?ﬂ? Jennings. Jewish Ant.,p.183, in
ifaClintock anﬁ”hfiﬁﬁg, oy.cit.. Pp.433,43%

3. Saemmtlioche Hchriftem, Vol.3, p.61l5

4, DCedUTePBUDe, Vi,4, 10 McClintock and Strong, op.cit.,p.436
Aistory 01 ¢

Se ithes, Vol.II, 13
6. Lawse o% floses, ed.Smith, 1ii, 143, parsa.l9o2




the festival tithe. The following authorities may also be
¢ited as being egainst a third tithe: Relund, Jaha, Godwyn,
Carpzov, Keil, Saalschuetz, and winer.l.Of all these opin-
ions, that which maintains threc separate tithings seems im=-
probable. It seems far more than even a specially fertile
country ocounld bear.a. At the same time, however, it is diff-
icult to reject the notion of two yearly tithes when we re-
call the special promiges 9f fertility to the soil conditional
apon observance of the commands of the law,

The Mainbenance of the Priests (

AS was remarked ecarlier, the Tﬁﬁﬂmﬁﬁlbeiongs.to the priests
and the MA'ASER to the Levites. The Levites must separate a
tenth from the HMATASIR given to them and turn it over to the
priests. In Biblical and Raibinic terminology the latter is
called TERUMAT MA'ASER. Aunthorities differ in distinguishing
beotween the BICCURIM (primitiva), or firstfruits ofiered in
their natural state, and the THRUMOTE (primitiaw), brought not
gs raw products, but in a prepared state, as flour, 0il, wine.
In the iuthorized Version TERULH is generally rendered Ly
Theave-offering?, as Ex,.29:27, Lev.7:14,32,34, Hum.15:19;18:

8.11; 51:41---und sometimes by 'offering’, as in ©x.15:2; 30:13
: £l
35:5; 36:3.6. TLev.22:12, Hum.5:9.

e shall treat first the Terumst Ma'aser. Thie tithe had to
be separated by the levite from the tenth he had received from
the Isrselite. It had to bs given to the priest in Jerusalem

1. MeClintook and strong, Opecit., Pp.434,4356
2. Vatson, nobert, 4., The Book of Humbers, p.215
3. ildersheim, The Temple, De
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Xa
before the Levite could use the rate paid to him,.

And thé priest the son of saron shall be with the
Levites, when the Levites take tithes; and the Leve
ites chall bring up the tithe of the tithes unto the
house of our God, tc the chambers, into the treas~
ure houso. »

1% had, moreover, to be & tenth part of the same tithe which
the Leovites veceived, and was therefore, subjeat to the same
laws and regulations to which the Levitical tithe was sub-
Ject, Aiter the Babylonian ceptivity, when the Levitical tithe
wee divided, this so-called 'tithe of the tithes' necessar-
ily ccased. Then the p:iesta. instead 0f receiving the tithe
0f the Lovitical tithe, us heretofore, took thelr share dir-
ectly from the_peoPIe.z.

The priests, besgides & tithe of the tithe given them by
way of support, were entitled by Xosaic legislation tC re-~
ceive among other things, firstfruits snd the firstborn of
man and animgls. .These were regarded as sacred unto God,
and His right %o them, as far as they aonstituted a source
0f income, was transferred to the priests.

The BICCURIM (primitiva) were vnly to be brought while
there wus & national sanctuary.é.They mogt also, bg the
prodace of the Holy Land itself. On the other hand, both
the t;thes and_the Texamoth were also obligatory on Jewe in
Egypt, Babylon, Ammon, =nd MHoab. The Bigeurim were only pre=

sented in the Temple, and belonged to the priesthood offieci-

l, ehemiah 10:38

2. cf. Hebrews 7:8

3. cf.lev.27:86,27, Ium.l8: 17,Deut 15:19f, in Appendix,p.iv,xi
4, cf. EXe23:19, Deut.26:2, iich,10:35 in Appandix, ppr.viii xi



ating there at the time, while the Terumoth might bé given
to any prilest in any part of the land.l

The lishnah holds that only the following seven were to be
rogarded as the produce of the Holy Land, snd that from them
alone Biccourim were due, viz., wheat, barley, grapes, figs,
pomegranates, olives, oud dates.( The expression Thoney' in
Deuteronomy 8:8, must refer to the produge of the date-palm)
If the distance 0f the offerer from Jerusalem was too great,
the figs and grupes might be brought in & dried spata. :

The amount of the Biccurim was not fixed in the Divine law
any.more than of the wheat which wes to be left in the corners
0of the fields in order to be gleaned by the poor. The Hishngh
enumerates five things of which the amount ie not fixed in the
Law, viz., the corners of the field for the poor; the Bisourim,
the sacrifices on coming up to the feasts, pious works, on
whieh, however, not more than one-fifth of one's property was
to be gpent, und the study of the Torah, :

leither tithes, nor Biceurim, nor Terumoth, were to be
given of what slready belonged tv the Lord, nor of what was
not rightfully the property of a person.'To illustrate; if
only ého trees, but not the land in which they grew, belonged
to a man, he would not give firstfmuits; if proselytes, stew-
ards, women, or slaves brought firstiruits, the regular ser-

viee was not gone through, since these could not have truth-

1. Bdersheim, op.0it., p.376
2e 1bid, p3%T -
3. mishnah, Peah, i,1



fully eaid either oneo or the other of these verses: *I am
come to the country whieh the Lord sware to our fathers to
give us"; or, "I have brought the firstfruits of the land
which Thou, 0O Lu;d, haet glven me". 2

The firstborn, also, of men and beast, were to Ve offered;
the former were, however, to be radeemed.a‘ﬁf unclean animals,
the firstborn were to be redecmed at the valuation of the
pricst, with the sadltidn ntre hEg sl herwapaie. Mol atnuy
enimzls, on the other hand, the firstborm, if without blem-
ish, were to be sacrificed within & year from the 8th day after
TR

The fat wag consumed on the eltar; but the wave-breast, the
heave-thigh, the choulder and the twe cheeks, together with
the stomach, belonged to the vriests. The rest oi the animal,
it would appear, wae eaten by the wwner and his friends at a
festive meal. If such animals had blemishes unfitting them for
gecrifice, they were redeecmed at a specified sum; otherwise
they beesme entirely the property of the sanetuary. Fo animal
could be presented at the altar before it was & month old.
The firstborsn of ceremonially unclean enimasls, like the asg,

end the camel, was either redeemed or had its neck broken,

The letier alternative was probably resorted to when, for some

reason, the-animal was regarded as comparatively worthlesse.

1. Deuteronomy £6:3,10

2. o¢f. "xodus 13:13,7um.18:15, in Appendix, pp.iv,xi
35 of. liumbers 18:15, 28:26£f, in Appendix, pp.iv, xii
4, Oechler, opeGit., p.2981f. '

5, ¢f. L.ev.27:27, Num.18:15, in Appendix, pp.iv,xvii



Por the fivetborn of an ass, o lamh might be brought which
was no jnconsiderable goncession. The price psid in redeem-
ing anlanimal was one fffth more than its estimated market=-
value.l.

In addition ¥o the aforementioned, the priests received
& part of many 0of the offerings which were presented to the
vltar. ‘mong these the shewbread may be inoluded. iAfter re=~
meining on the table in the sanctuary for one week, that is,
from one Sabbath to the next, it might be eaten by the priects ,
Prom the offerings proper there fell to them, Irom the whole
burnt offering, only the skin of the znimal., "And the priest

that offereth any man's burnt offering,even the priest shsll

have to himself the skin of the burnt offering which he hath

Ze

offered®

"rom the aesl offering, which always accompanied the burnt
offering, they had that which was leit over after the saori-
fice. Prom the rest of the meel offerings, they might spppo=
priate whatever remained, excenting that whioch they were to
offer for themselves--this was wholly consumed. What was not
used of the log of o0il which the leper brought for the cere-
mony of his purification, belonged to the prieats.s.

The priests received also the price of all devoted things,
unless specially gifen for a aaored service. i man's serviae
or that of his household could be redeemed at fifty shekels

for a man, thirty for a women, twenty for a boy, and tem for

8 girl o!l..

1. Biassell, Edwin, 8., Ope.cit., p.33L

2« Leviticus 7:8

3. Blssell, 7dwin, C., Op.cit.,pp.3313332

4. snith, Vm., ed., The 01d Testament History, p.278
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Having thus exp@ained the nsture of the various rolig~
ious c¢ontributions, it remains only to doseribe fhe mode
in which the Bieccurim, or 'firstfruits’, were ordimarily
get apart, the ceremoniel connected with thelr delivery
to Jerusalem, and the purpose for all this. The object and
meaning of the offering of the firstborn, of the first-
lings, and of the tenth of the produce of the soil, as well
a8 0of the flocks and herds, are not to be found alone in
the fact that they were supposed to furnish the priests
and Levites with the neocssary meens of subsistence. The
truth of the matier is, these things were not given dir-
ectly to the priests und Tevites, but were offered to the
Lord as being sacred to Him. The sanotifying of the first-
born of man and beast is olearly based upon the deliver-
ance of Israel from HEzypt. The offering of the firstlings
and the tithes had to be accompanied with a formsl ack=-
nowledgment 40 the eoffect that it was the Lord who re=
deemed Hie people from the hardship end oppression which
they suffered in Egypt, and gave them the feir and fruit-
fol land of Canaane .Keil states:

7ithin the firet and the tenth there i= com~-
prised the idea of absolute property, and con-
sequently it was most completely represented
by both together; now, inesmuch as all proper-
ty comes from (od, the tenth as well as the
first was accordingly consesrested or given up
t0 Hime...tithes and firstliings along with the

firstborn were understood, therefore, %0 be the
representatives of the entire produce of the

1. lianual of Bibliosl irechaeolay, p.453
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}and and of the whole property generally, and,
being paid over as they were to Jehovah, they
congtituted a practical cuvnfession snd acknow=
ledgment that the whole lund, that all possess-
ions in gemeral, belonged to Uim, and that it
was He glone who conferred them upon those who
enjoyed themn.

Ae a nodest family feast the presentation of the first-
frults would enter more than any other rite into damily re=
ligion gnd family life. o aversfiec child in Israel, at least
of those living in the Holy Land, could have been entirely
ignorant of what was connected with this service. Tor hard-
1y hed & brief “astern spring merged into early summer, when
with the first appearance 0f the répening fruit, whether on
the ground or on trees, each household would prepare for this
gervice. The head 0of the family accompanied by his child,
wonld go into his field and mark off gertain portioms from
among the most promising of the orop. For only the BEST
might be presented to the Lord, and it wae set apart beford
it was yet ripe. The solemn dedicetion was however, after-
warde renewed, when it was aotually eut. In this way, each
time anyone would go into the field, he would be reminded
0f the ownership of Jehovah, until the reapers cut down the
golden harvest. Thus the covenant-relationship to God was
. rsmewed cach y6ar. ;

Summarizing then, these 6fiarings of firstlings and tithes
not only had the effeet of imparting a religions consecration

to all property, but they were slso practical evidence of a

1. BEdersheim, opegite., P«381
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deaire on the part of those who offered them to make use of
the bleSEinge which they owed to the Lord, for the glory
of His name, l.ee f0r their own snd thelr neighbor's well-
being. The consecration 0f the firstborn gontained slso an
acknowledgnent that the people whom the L.ord had chosen to
be His own peouliar possession, was celled upon th sanctify
and devote its whole 11es daltiat |

Lefore proceeding to the next section, it will be neec=
essary, for the sake of completeness, to mention that Bel=

kin, a scholar of rabbinical tradition, has made a study of

the works of ~hilo, Josephus, and the Apooryphal Books, and

- finds therein a number 0f counflicting reporst concerning

the distribution of the Terumsh and lia'aser. To go into
detail here would be beyond the scope 61 this papers e shall,
however, precent the conclusions at which Belkin srrived:

It i¢ not surprising to find statements in Philo
which, contrary tv Biblical law, imply that the
tithes were given to the Tevites. lor is there.
resson to doubt the historicity of his statement
that the tithes were not given to individual priests
and Levites but oentralized in the Temple. The con-
tradictione in Joscphus and Thilo on the problem
of the recipient of the tithes and on other points
relating to the laws of tithes merely show that
these men define the laws accoxrding to the &iff-
erent practices 0f thelr respective periocds.

1. Philo and the Oral Taw, p.76
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=CHAPTER FOUR-
OLD TESTAMENT 2ITHING

Heaving to the best 0of our ability exhausted the refer-
ences to liosaic tithing as found in the Pentateuch, we turn
%0 a diligent search of the remaining books of the 91ld Test~-
ament. e search the pages of Holy Writ in vain, looking for
specific instances 0f tithe-paying in the subsequent history
0f the children of Israel. liome can be found priér to the
reign of king Reweictels Tk wunle ot heitdit say that be=
oause the tithe is not specifically mentioned prior to Hez=
ekigh (except in Amos 4:5), that tithe-paying was not prac-
ticed. llevertheless, Soripture is silent on this point. Any
argumentum a silentio is always, 0f necessity, weak. e there-
fore omit drawing all magnner of inferences and conoclusions
from the various and plentiful mention of firstfrnits, pre-
sents, dues to the priests, sacrifices, instances of the offer-
ing of materisl things to God, and examples of privaté bene=-
ficence in general with which the Scriptures from Joshua to
Hoxeichuh, shoutl.

For the sake of completeness and for those who are inter-
ested in this feature of the history of Israel. we sppend the

passages which treat the above mentioned instances of con=-
Se
formity to the lMosaic Law.

1. ¢f. 2 Chron.31:7-10, in Appendix, p. xii, xiii
2. Lansdell, Henry, op.cit., pp.52-73
3e ¢f. Appendix, pp. xiiiff
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During the monarechy it seems that the payment of tithes
was neglected. Bible comuentators have inferred from the
action.of certain kings 'that they oclaimed them for them=
gelves. Be that as it may, the fact is clearly established
that at the restoration of religion by the pious Hezekiah,a'
tithe-paying was re~established. It was re-establiched also
after the return of the Jews from the Babylonian Captivitya.
when material alterations and modifications were made in the
{ithal lews owing to the altered state of the comuonweslth
and to.the disproportion of the Levites and laymen. It seems
thet only 341 or 360 Levites returned at first from the Cap=.
tivity, with ahouﬁ 37,319 laymen; while with Ezrs only 38
Levites came back, with 1496 laymen. There can be but little
doubt that the same disproportion continued among those who
returned afterwards, as well as in the gradusl and natural
increase of the nation.4.

There were, accordingly, 97 laymen to one Levite, while
the tithe of nine laymen amounted to as much as was left for
cach privste family. If we take tenlaymen to one Levite, as
the hatter had to pay a tenth to the priest, the tithe when
duly paid by all the Israelites, yielded ten times as much
a8 the Levites required. On the other hand, there were in
Judaea, after the return from Babylon, a disproportionately

large number of priests, sinee, exclusive of these who had

1, cf. 1 Sam.8:14-17, 1 Haco.2:35, in Appendix, pp.xvii fi.
2+ 0f., 2 Chron.31:56ff

3« 0f. lichemish 10:38, 12:44, 13:5.12, in Appendix, p.x.,xvi
4, MeClintoeck and Strong, vpe.cit.gp.436



no register, 4289 of them ocame with Zerubbsbel (i.e. twelve
or thirteen times more then Levites), and two whole femilies,
besides separate individuals, came with Zzra. These could not
nosgibly have subsisted upon the legal dues.l.ln addition to
the miserably provided priests, there were the 612 Hethinim
who came back with Zerubbabel and HIzras for whom no provision
whatever existed.

“zra had, therefore, to take the supersbundant from the‘
Levites for the support of the priests and the Hethinim.
Josephus clearly states that the priests received tithes in
later times:

I was now about the thirtieth year of my age...

velt did I preserve overy womzn free from injur-

ies and as to what presents were ofiered me, I

despised them, as not standing in need of them.

or Indeed would I take those tithes which were

due to me as u priest, from those that bLrought

them. 2.
It is this distribution of the Levitical tithe between the
priests and Levites which is evidently alluded to when the
Tulnoud says that Izre transferred the tithes from the Lev-
ites to the priests as & punishment for their tardiness in
returning from the exile.s. It could not possibly mean that
he took the whole tithe from the Levites, since that would
be at variance with other recorde wnd would leave the Lev=-

ites unprovided for .

1, HMeGlintogk and’ Strong, op.oit.. P.436

2. Josephus, Vita, 15 .

3. Kethuboth,26a, Cholin,13lb, Yebamoth,86b, Sotah,47b, in
“nclintock and Stroag, oploit..p.456



It was at this time, we bel;eve. that the tithes were di-
vided into three parts: one, shared by the priests and Lew~
ites; a cecond, used to support the scholars in nced of
help; and the third, deposited in the Temple treasury, which
wss under the supervision of the high Priest. ;

The board appointed to wateh over the tithes, as well as
the storehouses which already existed in the time of Heze-
kish for the reception of the tithes, were now better organ=
ized than ever. 7o achieve the purpose intended by Hzra in
the new division of the tithe, it was necessary that the
collection and distribution thereof should teke place under
the careful supervision of & body consisting of both priests
and TLevites. Such & basrd was duly appointed, and it was or-
dained thet at leasb one portion of the tithes should be tak=-
en to Jerusalem for the support of the ministering Leviteswz.

Iichemiah arrived at Jerusalem in the twentiéth year of
irtaxerxes' reign, 445 B.C, Lzra the priest was at the Jew=
ish capital, having come from Babylonia thirteen years pre=-
viously. lichemiah effected notable reforms, the outstanding
of which was the rebuilding of the well in fifty-two days.
He lead the paople in a religious revival which led to all
the leading men, both of priests and people, sesling with

Nehemigh & covenant to worship Jehovah:

1. Belkin, Samuel, Opscit.,p.76
2. ""cClintock and Strong, Ope.ocit., P.436



ind beoause 0f all this we make a sure covenant
and write it; and our princes, Levites, and priests,
seal unto it.(1l.)

After governing Judsh for twelve years, Hehemiah, in 433
B.0, returned to Susa. ot long thereafter he asked for a
further leave of abesence and retained to Jeruaalam.z.

Matters had not gone well during his absence. Hliashib
the priest had permitied Tobiah, with whom he was connedted
by marriage, sctuelly to occupy &« large room in the Temple
which had been previously used as & store chamber for offer-
ings. The outraged Nehemiah lost no time in throwing his
furniture gut of doors and returning the room to its legit-
imate use.é.ﬁorse still, the Temple stood empty of its min-
isters. On inquiry he learned that the Levites hnd singers,
riot receiving the support due them, hed been compelled to go
back 40 their lands to meke a living. llechemiah saw to it that
the T,evites and singers were called together and restored
to their place in the Temple, while 'all Judah' was forced
to pay up their tithes. .To insure-proper distribution of
these, Nehemiah appointed treasurers over the stores, men
who coulld be trusted to disburse them faithfully to thelr
colleaguas.b‘ .

1. Hehemigh 9:38

2. Davis, John, D., A Dictiuvnsry of the Bible, pp.534,535
3. of. Nehemiah 13:4Tf, in Appendix, De.Xviii

4, af. Hehemiah 135:10ff, in Appendix, p.x

5. Jemes, P., Personslities in the 0ld Testament, pp.455,456
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The tithe is mentioned for the last time in the 014
Testament in the hook of the prophet uglachi.l.thtle ie
known about the history of the prophet, but Biblical
scholars think he was & contemporary of Hehemiah since
his admonitions and reprimands and moral rebukes indi-
cate practicelly the same conditionse and show the same
religious and moral defects as are mentioned by Hehe-
miah.z.ﬁhe seriousness of the negleet of tithe-paying is
foreibly brought out by Malachi when he calle it 'rob-

bing Goad’,

1. of. lalachi 3:8<10, in Appendix, p/xvi.
2. Fuerbringer, Y., Introduction to the 0ld Testament, p.lll
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=CHAPLER FIVEe
ATOCRYPHAL TITHING

In trecing the history and development of tithing, it
is necessary that we consider slso the Apocrypha. These
are "a namber of boovke which by name and contents pre-

tend %o be cuanoniesl, but which hove been denied = place

1.
i the canon on account of their dubious origin and content™
v‘(

Their doctrinal value igﬁnil. but historically they serve

0 bridge the gap between the periods covered. Luther re=-

.

marks coneoruing them:

«...dag €ind 3Buoccher, welche der heiligen Schrift
nicht gleich gehalten, aber doch nuetzlich und gut
zu lesen sind...well in einigen historischen Buech=-
ern die neschichte des juedischen Volkes fortge-
setzt, und ein Theil der Erfuellung von den Pro-
pheten dadurch erweislich gemachet wird; in den
moralischen Buechern sehr viele schoene und btrsach-
bare Hegeln und Lehren vorkomuen, die zum geict=-
lichen und buergerlichen Leben nuetzlich sind;
aach insonderheit von dem Clsuben der juedischen
Yirohe in gewissen wichtigen Artikeln der christ-
lichen IL.ehre manches schoene Feugnis daraus ge-~
nommen werden kann,

The .ipoorypha is full of referenoes and allusions to
glus-giving and charity. Prom & reading of the books it
cun be inferred that the Law of Hoses was well known and
practiced. Ve are, however, interested in pascages that
epecifically treat the tithe. 0f such passages there are

e
only three.

l. Puerbringer,h., et.al., art. "ipocrypha"”, in Joncordie
Cyclopedia, p.329

2. TLuther, Intro. to ivoorypka, in Hirschberger Bibel

3a Tobit 1:5-8, 1 lizccabees 10:31, 11:35.36, 1. Appendix,pxvi,f
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is
«¢ learn from Belkin that during the reign of John

Hyreanus (High Priest,135 BE.C,) reforms bearing on lows
0f distribution of tithes took place. iecording to many
Tannaitic passagee, Liyroanue instituted the following
changee: ?irst, he abolished the law requiring s farmer
Lo declsre ho had separated the tithe and had given it to
2e
the Levite ; Seccoond, he appointed inspeators of 'pairs®
(231213 ) to sec that the tithes were properly separat-
ed, presumebly to bring them to the Temple. This system
0f the distribution of the tithes may have lasted for &
long time. . chort while before the war broke out with
iiome, the high priests took advantage of the fact that the
tithes were under their control and kept them for their
owvn use. The ordinary priests naturally died of starvae~
Le
tion. Josephus informs us: ‘
And such wes the impudence and boldnesc that
seized on the high priests, that they had the
hardiness to send their servants into the thresh-
ing floors, to take away those tithes which were
due to the priests, insomuch that it so fell out
that the poorest sort of the prieste died for
want. (5)
A8 to the question whether the Dlaspora Jews were re-
guired, according to the Halakah, to separate the tithes,
Josephus and Philo seem to suggest that they separated them

and sent then Lo Jerusslem,

1. Philo and the Jral I;aw,_ p.73ff.

2, Sotah,9,10, la'eser cheni,5,15, in Philo and Oral lLaw,p.73
S+ Belkin, Samuel, oOpe.cit., p.73

4, ibid., p.75" sy

5. antiguities, 20,8,8




- @

=CHAPTER SIX~
TALIIUDIC TIPHIRG

Prom the Talmud we get not only fuller and more detailed
ideas of tithe-paying during the period between the 014 and
the New Testaments, but we learn slso how this practice was
afieocting the daily life of a religlous Jew when Christ

e, Com wai i
appeared. The Talmud is a compendinm of;Jewish law, consist=-
ing of two main parts, the Mishna, andbéis comnentary, the
Gemara. The original source of the Jewish law is the Penta=-
teuch: but ae this was definitely fixed, and the comtinually
changing conditions, especislly during the post-exilie per=-
iod, called for new deoisions and laws, & rabbinicsl supple-
ment to the Pentateuch, orally tranemitted, grew up.

The agricultural laws of the Fentateuch applied to the
land of Israel; but the territory to which that namne might
have been given in the days of the kingdoms, or included with=
in ite ideal boundaries, wezs confusing. The Jews in the Iew
Testament era formed & coupact population only in a much re-
duced Judaea, and & predominant element in Galilee. The guest-
ion where these laws were to be treated as in forse called
urgently for decision. again, the taxes and contributions for
the support ot the ministry after the cessation of the wor-
ship in the Temple reguired regulation. The first of the six
orand divisions of the Mishnah is devoted tv these subjects,
dealing with the details of cbservance and the rights of the

poocr os well as of the priests and Levites under various laws.

l. ioore, George, ., Op.cit., p.1062.
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The Miehnah wee sorted and redunced to writing about the

l.
beginning of the third century i.D.,, by Rabbil Judah. The

first divieion is on the’topia 'Seede®, and has eleven tract-
atee; the third, eeventh, and eighth, deal with 'doubtfal
tithes', "tithes', and "tithe of tithes' fespaotively. The
gecond ohief pert desls with 'Sabbaths snd Pestivals?®: the
third with 'warriage and Divorce'; the fourth with 'Civil and
OCriminal Cases'; the fifth with 'S8acrifices'; and the sixth
with '"Tevitical Purity!. 7o attempt t0 anslyze each section

0f the I'ishnah would be mental sunicide inasmuch a&s I have before
me the only available oopy end that in Gormen, I shall, how=
ever, guote the chief sections 0f the seventh and eighth tracts
0f the Mishneh in ordor to give the readers a brief insight
into the ;ntricncins of this volume,

TAASSRO™, (von den Zehenden)

I'aschdem die sogenannte grosse lebe vor die Priest-
er von den fruechten erhoben. worden, mussten die
“ehenden den Teviten gegeben werden, wovon die goett=-
lichen Gesetze 3 H08.27:30f, und 4 Hos.1l8:21%, zu -
lesen sind. Dorten heisst es: 'Alle Zehenden im Lande
beide vom Samen des Landes und von den Fruecnten der
Paeume, s8ind des Herrn und sollen dem Herrn heilig
sein'. Und hisr; 'Den Kindern Levi habe ich slle Zeh-
ended gegeben in Iarael zum Zrbgut¥, and v.24, 'Denn
den Zchenden der Kinder Israel, den sie dem Herrn
heben, hab ich den Leviten wiederum den RErbgut ge-
geben...' Von diesem Zehenden gaben sodann die Lev=-
iten wiederum den ehenden den Priestern, welcher die
Zehenden~Hebe heisset, und wie aus dem vorigen Buch
zu1 erschen, nebet der grossen Hebe einen besondern
Grad der Heiligkeit hatte. 7le nun dieser Zehende,
von wolchem in dem folgenden Buch insonderheit ge-~
handelt wird. In diesem ist denn also die Rede von
den Zehenden uneberhappt, was dessfalls zu beobach=-
ten. Demnaech werden hier zuforderst im ersten Cap-
itel liegeln gegeben, welche arten Fruechte zehenbar
seien,und wird hernach insonderheit bestimmt, von welcher

l. Fuerbringer, L., et.al, Concordia Cyelopedia, p.746%.
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7e1% an dlesclben zehendbar worden. Im andern Cap~-
itel kommen die Faelle vor, da sonst zchendbare
Troechte, ohne doge man den Zchenden davon geben
wuss, koennen genoscen werden, und in dritten Cap-
itel wird eben davon welter, insonderheit in An-
sehen des Orts gehandelt., wo Fruechte zehendbar
werdens T vierten Mspitel komnen nogh mehr Aus-
nahmen vor, wenn man Fruechte einmacht, auskoer-
net vnd dorgleichen; und endlich das letzte Cap=
itel handelt von dem Versezen der Pfianzen, von
Tauf ond Verkauf, von Ssuer-vein und dem Samen, 80
man nicht verzehenden darf. D ie Hrdnung ist nat~
nerlich, weil nach der Hebe der erste Zehende ab-
gesondert wird. (1)

HAABSER SCHSHI (vom zweiten Zehenden)

Der zwelte ’ehende war nebst der grossen Hebe, ucd
der von dem ersten Jehenden abgesonderten Zehend-
Hebe, welche lezten Leide den Priestern gehoerten,
von besonderer Heiligkeit; daher von demselben be=
sonders gehandelt wird. 5s wurde aver derselbe,
nuchden der erste Zeohonde abgesondert worden, wvon
dem UJeberreost der Prucht von dem Herrn derselben
erhoben, und gehoorte zwar in so ferne dem REigent-
hucmer, wiewohl ihn R.iMeir und die Zillelianer als
cin Xigenthum Gottes ansehen, muste aber doch, weil
er vls heilig und etwae Gott gewidmentes angesehen
wurde, auf eine helligh Weise und zwar zu Jerusalem
in Proelichkoit verzehret werden.

NDergestalt wird dann in dem ersten Capitel her-
gehandelt, dass man den zwelten Zehenden um der an-
klebenden Helligkbit willen nicht veraeuffern dunerfe
and was man am das dsraus orloesste Geld einkaufen
duerfe odem nicht. Im sandern Capitel wird die Re-
gel voraus gesetzt, dass nur, was man zum Essen,
?rinken, und Szlben brauche um das Zehenden~Geld
erkanfit werden duerfe, dodann wird davon gehand-
elt, was zu thun, wenn “ehenden und gemeines Gald
gutereinander gemenget worden, und was bei dem Ver—
wechseln von dergleichen Geld zu beobachten. Im
dritten Canitel wird nach einigen andern Gesezen
die Regel gegeben, dass Fruechte vom zweiten Zehen=
den, 80 eimmsl in Jerusalem hinein gekommen, nicht
wieder herans gebracht werden duerfen, wcraus die

l. Rzbe, Johann, J., Mischnah, Bk.I, p.l€3
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Taelle, wenn dergleichen unrein worden, antschieden

verden. Das vierte Capitel handelt von dem was bel

dom Preiss desselben zu bscbachten, nnd was vor Vore
theile man sich dabei bedienen duerfe; Am Ende wie man
7eld und dergleichen =zo man findet, anzuschen habve;
Und endlich das fuenfte Capitel haelt die Geseze in
8ich voen einsm Jeinberz im vierten Jahr, dessen Frucch-
tie den Fruechten des zweiten “ehendes gleich gehalten
werden, ferner wie man die Fruechte des zweltean und
endlich wie der BZiur, oder das Tegschaffen des Zchen-
dens anf feierliche Teise nach 5 Hose 26:13f, ge-
schehe, welche @belle zugleich erklasert, und mit den-
en Verasnderungen, welche der natuorlichen Ordnung
gemaesg, dass mach dem ersten Zehenden vom andern
%ehendan gehandelt werdc. (1)

1. Rabe, Johann, J., Ope.cit., p.201.
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~CHAPTER SEVEN-
HEW TESTAMENT TITHING

Tracing the history and development of the tithe through
the Tew Testament we are forced to go also to Josephns znd
Rabbinie writings. The outstanding legalists at the time of
our 3aviour were the Pharisees. “ithout entering on the prin-
¢iples and suppoged practices of 'the fraternity*®, or 'asso=-
ciution' (Chebher, Chabhurah, Chahhurta) of Pharisees, which

‘ 1.
was comparatively small, numbering only 6000 members, the
following particulars are t0 be noted. anyone desiring to be-
long to the association had to confirm to the following: First,
tu observe in the strictest manner, and according to trad-
itional law, all the ordinsnces concerning Levitical purity;
and seccnd, %0 be extremely punetilious in all things con-
2e
nected with religious dnes (tithes and all other dues)} To
elucidate~-~when a person desired t0 become a chebhai. ha had
to promise in the presence of three witnesses:
That he would set apart all the sacred tithes
on tne vroduse of the land, and refrain from
eating anything which had not been tithed,or
about the tithing of which there was auy doubt;
and that he would serupuloasly observe the
most essential laws of purity which sv mater-
ially affected the cating of food and sll
fomily affairs. (3)

Tnet the Pharisees pructiced tithing in the time 0f Christ

is obvious from several passages wnich specificully state that

they do:

1. Edorsheim, Life and Times of Jesus the Mesesian, Vol.l,pp.311f
2. Mc@lintook and Strong, art. 'Pharisees' in op.cit.,v.8,p.69
3. Rdersheim, op.cit., p.311



7/oe unto you, seribes snd “harisees, hypoerites,
for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and
have omitted the weightier matiers of the law,
Judgment, mercy, znd faith; these ouzht ye to have
done, und not to leave the other undone. (1)

But woe unto you, Phariseea! for ye tithe mint
and rue and all manner of herbs, and pass over
judgment and the love of God; these ought ye to
have done, and not to leave the other undone, {2)

I fast twice in the weck, I give tithes of &ll
that I possess. (3)

The Pharisees, accordingly, were tithe-payers, 'par-
ovecellenco'. They were not alone, for the Samaritans,
who znccepted the law of lloses, and consequentiy also
the obligations, were also tithers. The fact that tithe=-
raying was a general praotico in the days of onr Lord and
until the destruction of Jerusalem (A.D.T70) ie evident
from what Josephus (Ltorn A.D.37) says of himself in his
thirtieth year:

Ae to the presents offered me, I despised then,
as not standing in need of them; nor indeed would
T talke those tithes whioch were due to me as a
nriest, from those thait brought them. (4)

It seems that tithe-paying smong the Romens was well
tnown. Je read of the Centurion at Capernaum .who bailt
the synagog; and oi_eorneliuse.who prayed and gave alms
that were had in remembranoe in the sight oi God. Herod
the Great, likewise, though an Idumean, rebuilt the Jow's

7
tenple.

1. Matthew 23:23

2« Luke 11:42

3. Tuke 18:12

4. Jjosephus, Vita, 1

5. Luke 7:56

6. Acts 10:31 ;

7. Lﬂnﬂdell. Hc, Opocit.. p.lOﬁ




The tithe is mentioned for the last time in the HNew
1.
Testament in the book of Hebrews. Here, however, it is
mentioned in conneotion with the incident already reforred
to, viz., when Abram gave the tenth of hig spoils to iel~
chizedek, and has no bearing on our study at the moment.
The apostle Panl often speaks of giving, but never men-
tions the tithe. There is a definite reason for his re-
fraining to mention the tithe, as we shall see in another
seotion. The classic example invariable advanced by legal-
ists and others to prove that Paul advocated tithing, is
UUpon the first day of the week let every one of
you lay by him in store as God hath prospered him,
that there be no gatherings when I come. (2)
Coneerning this passage Lansdell writes:
The great apostle to the Gentiles therefore seems
to lay down two great principles; one, that tithes
and offerings of the faithful are due for the fur-
therance of the Gospel; the other, that every one
should lay unp in store, on Sunday, in proportion
t0 his income...both are duties, under the Hew
Testament as under the 0ld. (3)
4, 5.
50 also Jamee Morgan , Henry Constable , and Oscar
G
Lowry ,---these men believe that this passage not only
advocates tithing, but that it also commsnds it. Their
reagoning is as follows: Paul was & Jew and & Pharisee

of the “harisees; no one ever accused him of breaking

l. cf. Hebrews 7:1=9
2. 1 Corinthians 16:2

3+« The ?ithe in Soripture, p.140 ;
4. The easure 0f Christian Liberality, in Gold and Gospel,p.b0

b« Soripture fule of Religious Contributions, esDe
6. The Sin Ve're Afrain to Mention, ».12
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tradition; the Gentile Christians whom he addressed must
have known of the law of tithes for it was the custom of
the land, and therefore he had no occasion or necessity
to mention the word. In reply we say: Paul was indeed a
Pharisee before his conversion, but it is not at all likely
that he remained with this group after his conversion;
furthermore, Paul wae far from in sympathy with legalists
0f any description as his Zpistle to the Gulatians olearly
proves. He would be the last person in the world to impose
the Jewish yoke on Christian freemen. 7hether he of his own
free will paid the tithe, we do not know. Dr. Engelder seems
to think he did.l.

Concerning our Lord, it is nowhere stated in the Hew
Testament that He tithed. 7here the Soripture is silent
we will not attempt to speak. i'e know that He did not de-
nounce the Pharisees for thbir tithe-paying, but that He
did denounce their attitude and emptiness of heart and
their perverted motives. To0 much stress must not be laid
on His commendation of their acte of tithing. The passage

2e
in guestion is strictly a denunciation of legalism.

1, "smalgamating the Law of Tithe and the Principle of Free-
7ill offerings", in Concordis Theol. Hordthly, V0l.3,M0.9.p.706
2+ Matthew 23:23
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CHAPTZR EIGHT
THE BARLY CHRISTIAN CHURCH

As far as we can determine, the use of tithes in the time
of Christ and His spostles was lzid aside in the Christian
Church. Thy it woes set aside, the authorities do not state
positively. Some attempt to explain by saying it was =z great
engumbrance upon the Christians at that age; that it was mere-
ly temporarily set aside as was ovircumcision in the 0ld Testa~

ment, only to be resumed agein when circumstances permitted.
The Apostolic Church practiced a kind of oonmnniema.whiuh sup=-
plied the want of tithes. This community was, however, ex=-
traordinary, and was not to last. Anothe& reagon proposed for
the non-payment of tithes in the Apostolic Church is that
tithes cannot well be P#id except where some entire state or
kingdom receives Christisnity and where the rulers favor the
Church, Since this was not thé cage in the time of the apos=-
tles, the tithe was not pructiced.s-

In wvhat age, then,were they first generally esbitled upon
the Church? Here again the authorities differ. Some think in
the fourth century, others believe it was notvuntil much la=
ter. The majority of commentators, however, are inclined towsrd
the opinion that it was the fourth century because it was in

this century that the rulers began to favour the church and the

1. Bishop Cerleton, Nivine Right of Tithes, in Antiguities of
the Christian Church, Bingham, Vol.v, 0.V, Pe.

2. Acts 2:44 , 4:32

3. Bingham, Antigquities of the Christian Church, Volv,0.v,p.191

IR |
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world was generally converted from heathenism. Even so, opin-
ions concerning the lggality 0f tithes, were not uniform.
Iropaeus, for example, referfing to tithes in the Jewish sps-
tem, says that Christiens "as those who have received liberty,
set aside all their poeeeseione for the Lord's purposes, be=-
stowing joyfully and freely not the less valuable portioms of
their prOperty."I.The testimony of Origen is torn out of its

2
context and used to prove both sides of the question. Haatinge.

interprets Origen as regarding tithes as something to be far
exgeeded in Christisn giving; Bingham. on the other hand, mekes

Origen say:

How doesour righteousness exeeed the righteousness
0f the scribes and Pharisees, if they dare not taste
0f the fruits of the earth, before they offer the
first-fruits to the priests, and separate the tithes
for the Levites? Whilst I do nothing of this, but on-
ly eo abuse the fruite of the earth, that neither the
priest, nor the Levite, nor the altar of God shall
see any of them?

Fpiphenkus says that the tithe ia more binding than cir-
cumcision, .Augustine regarde ihe tithe as something due by
Christians to God, though he and others are prompted also
by the finer idesal of freedom'in all Christian giving. ;

It was inevitable, however, that as the Church spread far
and wide, cirocumstances should make 1t necessary to fall back
on the rule, based on legal provision, and the 0ld standard

of & tenth was again set op. imbrose and many other Fathers

l. Hastings, J., Encyclopaedia 6f Religion and Ethics, V.1ll,p.348
2« ib1d., - :

3. Bingham, op.cit., p.l89f.
4. Tastings, J., Ope.cit., p.349
6. ibid.,
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@ccordingly maintain that tithes should be given. Their views
were, however, not generally accepted in the Zastern Charch.
iven in the Jest, there is evidence that 'this species of ecoles=-
lastigal property was acquired not only by degrees, but with
considerable opposition’, :

4lthough the moral duty of paying tithe was generally taught
by the end of the fourth century, it was nevertheless paid re-
luctantly and irregularly. The Council of HMacon (585} ordained'
its paymont upon threat of excommunication. Some think Con-
etantine settled the tithe upon the church by law., But there
is no law of Constantine's now extant that makes express men-
tion of this allegation. In some laws of the Theodosian Code
the emperort's tribute is called DECIMAE; and the publiocans, who
collected it, are for that reason, by Tully, called DECUHANI.

In Hesychius, the word gsﬁgiﬂ;s!v , to tithe, is explained
by fed vty and Sondtuy gierapattio0ac 50 pay tribute, or pay
2.

their tithes to0 the collectors of the tribute.

Before the end of the fourth century, as Selden not only con=-
fesses, but proveé>from Cassian, Engippiuns, and others . tithes
were paid to the church. St.Aﬁetin lived in this age énd he says
tithes were paid before his time and much better than they
were in his own time, for hb makes a greagt complaint eoncerning

the non-payment of them:

1, Hastings, J., 0peocit., p«349
2. Bingham, op.ocit., p.191
3. Selden, J., History of Tithes, 0.5,p.47ff
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Our forcfathers abounded in all things, becanse
they gave tithes to God, and tribute to Caesar,
but now, bocsuse our devotion to God ie sunk, the
taxes of the state are meised upon us. ¥e would
not give God Hie part ip the tithes, therefore,
the whole is teken away from us. The excheguer
devours what we would not give to Christ. (1)

3t Chrysostom testifies to the practice of churches tithing
in his time. It is not difficult to add & list of many other

Fathers and Councils of the next age which speak of tithes
Z2e
&8 then actually settled upon the Church.

The Tegching of the Pwelve Apostles (ca.120 4,D,) states:

But every true prophet that willeth to abide among
you ie worthy of his support. So also a true teach-
er ie himself worthy as the workman, of his support.
Dvery firstfrvit, therefore, of the products of the
wine-press and threehing floor, of oxen and of shcep,
thou shalt take and give to the prophets, for they
are your high priests. But if you have not & prophet,
give it to the poor. If thou mskest a batbh of dough,
teke the firstfmuit and give according to the comuand-
ment. S0 also when thou openest a jar of wine or oil,
take the firstfruit snd give it to the prophets; and
take the money (silver) and clothing and every possess=
ion, take the firstfruits as it may seem good to thee,
and give according to the commandment. (38)

The Constitutions of the Holy Apostles, written between the
goeventh and eighth centuries A.D., have copious references
to firstfruits and tithes. Wie quote but a few for the sake

of illustration:

l. Aug.Hom.,48,8x.50,t.10,p.201, in Bingham, op.cit.,p.191

2. Selfen Hiebory of Tithes, in Bingham, opecit.,pp.,190f.

3. Teaching of the = welve Apostles, Chap.,XIII, p.381, in
Ante-Nicene Fathers, Vol.VII
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411l the firetfruite of the wine-press, the thresh-
ing floor, the oxen, and the sheep, shalt thou give
to the priests, thet thy storehouses and garners and
the products of thy land may be blessed, and thon
neyeet be strengthened with corn and wine and oil,
and the herds of thy cattle snd flocks of thy sheep
mey be increcsed. Thou shalt give the tenth of thy in-
crease L0 the orphan, and to the widow, and to the
poor, and to the stranger. (1)

Let him {the bishdp) use those tenths and first-
fruits, which are given according to the comuand of
God,gs & nman of God; as aleo let him dispense in a
right menner the free-~will offerings, which are
brought in on account of the poor; to the orphans,
the widows, the afflicted, and strangers in dis=
tress, as having that Cod for the ex:miner of his
agoounts who has committed the deposition to him, (2)

In the sixtcenth century the tithe was officially seitled
upon the xoman Catholiec Church as obligatory upon every true
Catholie. The cCouneil of Trent (1546-1563), in its twenty-
fifth session, udbpted the following decree:

Those are not to be borne, who, by various arti-
fices, eddeavour to withhold the tithes acoruing to
the churches; nor those who reshly teke possession
of, and apply to their own use, the tithes which
have to be paid by otirers; whereas the paygent of
tithes is due to God; and they who refuse to pay
them, or hinder those who give them, usurp the
property of znother, wherefore, the holy Synod en-
Joins on all, of whatsoeover rank and condition they
be, to whom it belongs to pay tithes, that they
henceforth pay in funll the tithes, to which they are
bound in law, to the cathedral church, or to what-
soever other churches, or persons they are lawfully
due. And they who withhold them, or hinder them
(from being paid), shall be exeommunicated, nor be
absolved froum this orime, unitil after full resti-

tution has heen made. (3 _ ——

1. Constituticas of the ﬂolg Apostles, Dk.vii, see.,ii, P.471,
- in AnSe=lijcene iathers, Vol,.
2« 1bid., p.408

3. Waterworth, J., Canons and Decrees of the Council of Trent,p.269
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CHAPTER ONE
LEGATISM IN CHURCH BODIES

7hen the doetrine of Justification by faith is vitiated,
@very other dogtrino ig aiffevted and disturbed, for the cenw
trel article of the Christian Charch is Justification by faith.
The legalists as found in Adventism, Mormonism, the Holiness
Bodies, and other sects and individuals, are guilty of con-
founding raw and Gospol. Beocaase they do not kmow the grace
of our Lox»d Jszus Christ, they resort to the letter of the Law
%o bring themselves and cthors 4o do the will of God. No better
exumple of their misapvlication of Law and Gospel is to be
found than in their legslistic enactments and attitude toward
the tithe.

I have searched the writings of the Adventists and Hormons
in vain seeking to find some definite statement on their rea-
sons for legislating the tithe. The results of my search are
meager indced., Their publications simply state that the tithe
is due and must be paid as one of the requirements of member=
ship in the chuarch. " wuﬂ'”{ﬂﬂ

Concerning the Seventh Day Aﬂventistéb the following infor-
metion is presented:

'Woe unto you, seribes and Tharisees, hypoorites?
for ye pay mint and anise and cummin, and have o=
mitted the weightier matters of law, judgment, mercy,
and faith; thess ought ye to have done and not to
leave the other undone'...In these words Christ again
condemns the sbuse of sagred obligations. The obli=-
gation iteelf He does not set aside. The tithing sys-

tem was ordained by God, and it had been observed
from the earliest times., Abreham, the father of the
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faithful, paid tithes to Helohizedek. The Jewish
fulers reoognized the obligation of tithing, and
this was right; but they did not leave the veople
to carry oat their own convicticns of duty. Ar-
“bitrary rules were leid down for every case, The
regquirements had become so compliocated that it
wag impossible for them to be fulfilleds Hone knew
when their obligations were met. As (od gave it,
the system wus just and ressonable: but the priests
and rabbis had made it o weariness and a burdene..
A1l that God commands is of consequenae. Christ
recopznized the poyment of tithes as a duty; but He
showed that this could not exeuse the neglect of
other duties. (1)

The faot that Adventists cannot distinguish between Law and
Gospel bocomes patent from the words of lirs. ?hite. prophet~
ess 0f idventism, :"In the Law is embodied the same principle
a8 in the Goapel".z.ﬁlthough the Adventist publications sbound
with statements whigh strees the vicarious atenement of Christ,
these doclarations must be understood in their proper context
end setting. faith, for exzmple, is not viewed as the hand
which spproprigstes Christ asnd His merit, but ie said to take

hold of christ's divine power, "indueting the believing into |

Yhe covenant relationship, whore the Law of God is written

on Liis heart, and through the enabling power of the indwell=-
ing Christ'hia 1ife ie brought int»n conformity to the divine
Preoopts“.ﬁ. In idventist theology, good works are negessary

to salvation. Is it any wonder, then, that the 01d Tecstament

tithing system is considered maudatory? .
The ligrmons, of the Church of Christ of Latter Day Saints,

also enjoin tithing upon i1ts members as a divine commandment.

1. White, ZeG., The Desire of iges, pp.616,617
a. ibid.. poﬁos J ‘
3. Engelder, T., ot.al., Popular Symbolies, P«355
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Let us briefly examine their theology and we shall understand
how naturally tithing falle into line with their teaching. Mor=
monism isg polytheistic.l.lt donies the imputation 6:! Adom's
guilt and the doctrine of the Fell, Conoeﬁxing the doctring of
Justification by faith, they sey: "he seoctarian dootrine of
Justification by faith alone has exercised an influence for
evil since the early days of christianity“.z.’fheir priesthood

¢laims the power "to give laws and commandments to individumals,

charghes, rulers, nations, and the world; to s point, ordain, |

and establish constitutions and kingdoms; to appoint kings,
Ge
presidents, governors, or judges".

Undexr their tithing system the convert is expected to vol=-
untarily contrivute one-tenth of his property to the priest-
hood and thereafter pay to it one~tenth of his income annually.
We quote a few of their sonrces pertaining to the tithe:

The oracles written during the last years of Smith's
life while few in number were very important in intro-
duction of doctrine. Communism hed been instituted as
an everlasting order, but “hen it failed Smith found
no difficulty in gettihg & revelation which commanded
the saints to ~zive their surplus end a tenth of the
snnnal income to the church. (4)

The Church of Jecsus Christ of Latter-Day Saints is
finencislly sustained by tithee and offerings. Tith=
ing ie enjoined upon sll its mombers by divine com-
mandment...the law 0of tithing in its fulness requires
the surplus property of members coming to Zion to be
paid into the Charch as a oonsecration, and after
that, one tenth of their interest, or inorease, Or
earnings annually...the payment of tithing is a duty
enjoined as much upon the leaders of the Church as
upon its members. Mo one is exempt from it. (5)

1. Engelder, 7., et.sl., Op.oit., p.442

2. Talmage, irticles of Faith, in Pop. Symb., p.444
3. Pratt, :K_e_g %0 .Ne0l0Zy, in Pop. Symbe, D.444

4. Arbaugh, George, Revelation in Mormonism, p.97
6. Mormonism Handbook 0f Reference, pPPeJ6,97




A number of the Holiness /ﬁodies aleo make tithing mandatory,
and in some instances, s condition of membership. i brief ‘sum=
wary of their origin and doectrinel statements will reveal the
parpose of their legulistic tendencies. Because they feared that
the original power and epirituality of Wesley's dootrine was
rapldly leaving their churches, a_number 0f preachers in var-
ious eections 0f the country organized prayer bande within their
denominati ns, tn this way they hoped to stem the outgoing flow
of'original power'snd purity and to spread Soripture holiness.
The theology of the Holiness Bodies, is in general, Arminisnism,
The essential dostrinal ppints of this group mey be sumnarized
a8 follows:

e deem belief in the following suﬁlaienf: 1) in
one God, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; 2) in the
Plenary ingpiration of the 0ld and New Testaments;

3) that man is born with a fallen nature and is there-
fore, inclined to evil, and that continually; 4) that
the atonement through Jesus is for the whole human
race and that whosoever repents and believes on the
Lord Jesus Christ is justified and regenerated and
saved from the dominion of sin; 6) that the believers
are to Le sanctified wholly subssquent to regenera=
tion through faith in the Lord Jesus; 7) that the
Holy Spirit bears witness to the new sirth and also
t0 entire sanctification of Lelievers; 8) in the re-
turn of our Lord in the resurrection of the dead, and
in the final judgment. (1)

Although the variouns Holiness Bodies differ on voints of
doctrine and particular practices, their theology is uniform-
ly perfectionism; not humen perfestion, nor the believer's
aonseerstion and growth in good works, but God's sot of

oleansing the believer. Their whole theory of entire sanoti~

l. Nagerere Manual, 1925, in Populer Symbolics, p.335




fication is based on rationalism ond enthusisem. Like all
enthusiastic errors, so also their doetrine of entire sanat=
ification mns% lead either to geourity or to despair.l.mle
all 9hurches in this group stress the doctirine of entire sanct=
ification, they yet differ on minor cuetoms ard practices. It
Will be necessary to state the doatrinsl positiom of each
group separatsly. '

THE ASSEMBLITZS OF 6OD. _
The articles of faith of this organ-

1zation ure patterned after the Arminian confessions sinae
the majority of members have been reared in Methodist churches.
The Assemblies believe salso in the direct and immeadiate wit=
noss of the Spirit as an inward evidence of salvation; in
divine healing; in the gift of tongumes as the initial physie
cgl sign of the full consumnation of sanctification; in the
premillennizl coming of Christ, end in tithing for the sup~
port, rnot the salary, of the pastors and fniaalonaries.a.

THY CHURCH OF GOD (Genersl Ascembly of the Original Church=-

es of GOD)

This group goes farther than
the above mentioned in that it practices the washing of the
saints’ feet; forbide the use of liguor (even soft drinks);
participation in war; membership in seecret orders, and the
wearing of jewelry. The following is contained in the Minutes
of this boedy, held in Cleveland, :‘aﬁnessee. 1931 :

The report of lMinisters' Pithes and Tithss of Tithes
was read...the majority of our ministers did not under-

l. En gelder, Pes etoalo. OpeGit., p-338
2o 1b1do. p.539




stand that all their tithes ith tithes of tithes
Were t0 be sent to the Zeneral treasure...bat it
was wmade plain that the above mentioned tithes

be sent to the general tithe tressure ss it is _
uneeriptural for our ministers to pay their tithes
in the local tithe treasury. (1)

THE CHURGCH OF TH: TIVING GOD predicstes its doctrinal system
en the theory of the moral agenoy of men, and the supernatur=
uraliem of religious experience. It stresses the doctrine of

entire sanctification as a definite experience sabsequent to
Be

regeneration. 1Its official statement on tithing reads:

Be it known and observed by each member of the
Church of the Living God that it is the duty of
all to pay inte the temple of which he or she is
a member, onc-tenth of hie or her income or earn=
ings, whether their earninge are Ly the day, week,
wmonth, or year...those that fail to tithe or zive
t¢ the Lord a tenth of their esrnings, rob Godees
to escape robbing God we must give a tonth of
whatever we earn.

In coneideration of the foregoing statements and
in view of the fact thet tithing is an established
law and commandment, the Church of the Living God
is thie fifet day of geptemier, 1926, & tithe=
baying church. It is this dey & compulsory lew
thet every member of this above nsmed organiza=
tion must pay one-tenth of his or her earnings
or ingome %0 the temple of which such perty or
parties asre memberse (5).

THE PERTECOSPAL HULINESS CHUHCH accepte the dootrines of
entire sanctification, the gift of tongues, divine healing,
the imminent premillennisl coming of Christ, and tithing.
Their official comment reads:

Zach membor of this church shall give direotly

0f hie means into the eh:roh of which he is a
member fur the support oi the cause, as God has

1« Hinutes of the 26th Annual Aasembldioof the Churches of God,1931

2. Engelder, Ts, ebtatl., Ppecits, Dol

3. Qonstitution snd Ceneral Laws 0f the Church of the Living God,
y ATGa, an e PDOD,

—
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proepered him. Ve, a8 & church, belleve that one-

tenth of cur income reasily belongs to God, and re-
eommend that this tithe be paid into the treasury
0f the local church...we fecl that we must inelst
that each member endeavor to faithfully carry oud
the above financial system by paying the tithes {1)

The MISSIONARY BANDS OF THE #ORLD was organized in 1885 to en=
fage talented young people of the Free Hethodist Church in mise-
ion work, 1t is virtually a denomination and engages about
fifty ministers in the United States, and about fifty-five in
foreign lands., Ite doctrine is similar to that o2 the Fres
liethodist Chuorch, emphasizing entire ssnotification, divine
healing, opposition to secret societies, and wer. Tithing is
practiced as the following clearly demonstrates: :

211 members of the locel bande shall carefully tithe
their income for pastoral support and church ecxten~
gion...we huve no regular saluried workers among us,
but we reguest our people to eontribute freely in
tithee und offerings...it iz o privilege as well as
& duty to tithe. (2)

THE CATHOLIC APOSTOLIC CHURCH (Irvingites) understand just-
ification oaly as an actnel moral transformation. The vicarious
atonement loses its value and meaning with them for they_say
_that. "while it wae & divine person who begame inocarnate, He
had no advantage of His godhead in His earthly life, but did
everything as man, upheld, guided, and energized by the HOly

Se :
Ghoet", The payment of the tithe as due to Christ, tho'Eig‘h
Prieef;. in addition to the msking of voluntary offerings, is a

4

part of their doctrine.

1. Discipline of the Pentecostal Holinsss Charch,l1929,5e0.3,23%
2. Doctrines 0% the Klieslonery bends OC vhe norid, 1926,p.14
aotmeraar. .q..i oy et.&l., op.o‘.to’ Pl

4. Census of Religiouns Bodies, 1926, Vol.2, ,p.300




THE 4POSTOLIC OVHRCUMING HOLY CHUSCH OF GOD (Colored) is just
another of the many Holiness bodies whieh makes tithing ob-
liBatory snd a condition of membership. Its general purpose is

evangelical, end is supported by the payment of tithes from all
1.
the members.

We turn now to & conesideration of the literature on tithing
2
disseminated by the Layman Company. "Laymen", as he prefers to

call himself, is Thomas XKane, of Evenston, Ill,.,, & member for

Many years of the Third Church, Chicego (Presbyterian). Beginn-
ing in 1876, the "Layman" pamphlets were oireulated wholly at
lir. Kane's expense, resching ministers, theological students, !
énd innumerable laymen. In 19177Laymen" became The Leyman Co= |
Wpany, a gorporation not for profit. Mr.Kane invited & number
of men representing various denominations to become directors
0f the company, co that the work he has so long done as an in=
dividual night be perpetuated. Today the company is adequately
provided with funds for carrying on the '-.':ork.z.'l‘he traots dis-
tributed by The Layman Company are definitely legalistia. I
have before me nearly a hundred of their tracts. 7o quote from
all would be sufierfluous since the arguments are consistently
the same, only the phrassology and approach differing. I ahall
present extracts from representative writers:

I endorse every word of Dr. Parker's statement: 'Now

if I were a constructor of Congregational churches, I
would never allow any man to become & church member un=

l. Census of Religious Bodies, Vol.2, 1929, p.59

2., Tor $1.00 one may obtaln & sample copy 0f all the tracts this
organigation circulates. Devoted entirely to tithing, every
pamphlet is saturated with legelism. Write to The Layman
Company, 730 Rush St., Chicago, Ill.,

3« "Layman's" Life Jork For 7ithing, (tract) p.l{f

R |
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til he pledged himself to give one-tenth of his in-
oome Lo Christ'...Christian work to the great ma jor=
ity of us laymen is of necessity but another name

for paying what we owe by giving money to the Master's
work., (1)

The Tithe, God's Tenth, is a debt, and there can be
10 such thing as 'giving', or 'making' a free-will
ofiering to Cod until the debt has been paid...onr
debts to God are no lass szored and binding than our
debts %0 each other...Both (tithes and offerings) laws
oxisted and were binding as long before loses as the
creantion of man, and will be bindingz as long as man
endures, There is not & line in the entire lew Testa=-
ment vhich either directly or indirectly or even in=-
forentially lescsens or weskens in the slightest de-
gree the binding force of the law of Sabbath, or the
law of the tithe. (2)

Bvery principle of soriptural interpretation, or
even common law demands that the law of the tithe
stand...Tithing, in other words, is literal every
day common sense obedience to Christ's command,
'Seek first the Kingdom of God'. (3)

Tithes mean mouney or property of eguivalent val=
ue; and the effusion of God's Spirit and material
prosperity is nhere made contingent upon bringing
in these tithes and paying up these duties to
GOodeeoIt is time that the church has done with the
anfounded rotion that the tithe was a Judaistie
practice that Christianity has ontlawed. (4)

The duty of tithe-paying certainly seems to stand
out in the Bible ae & duty of equal obligation with
prayer; and its wilful violation appears to be there
counted just as surely deserving ofrcondemnation as
the breach of any or all of the Ten CommandmentS.s.
the tithe ies not the outermost limit of a believer's
duty in religious giving; but it is the innermost
linit. Haeny a Christian gught to give far more than
this; never one ought to give less than one-tenth
of hie sctual income, whether that income be little
or giuch. (5)

What We Owe and i'h

i1

. Alber, John, God's Twin Laws,

GOTAON, jeds, GOA'E Tenbh, (tract) DP..1,6

Trambull, H.C., Does & wenth Belong to God? (tract) pp.,1,4

eotlone 70 Paying It, (tract) p.6f.
Pp.13,18

e Owe an

-

fije Owe It, Thomas Kane (tract) pp.6.7.
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CHAPTER TWO

REFPUTATION OF LEGALISTIC TITHING IN GENERAL

Condeneing and digesting the tithing literature distribnted
by these legaliste who ocall themsclves 'Layman', I £ind that
their chief arguments for meking the tithe a duty, command, and
obligation are chiefly three, viz.,

1) Tithing is as 0ld as the humun race.
a) God placed man into

tho Gurden of nden to dress it. (God still owned it, they insist).
Then God reserved a certain definite portion of the fruit for
Himself, The destiny of the race depended on keeping this law.
Here at the very birth of the rase, God established His right teo
s8ay that a definite portion of man's income was His (the tenthl).
The e8in of our first parents, they argue, that drove them from
the Garden was that they took of the portion which God had re~
served for Himself,

b) The second argument for the antiquity of
this tithal lsw is taken from the storyoof Cain and Abel. Both
made an offering; Cein's was rejeoted. 'hy? Booause he held some
of God's portion back (This is based on the LXX translation of
Genesis 4:7, 'If thou hast offered aright and hast not divided
aright then hast thou not sinned?') The sin of Cain was that
he tried to rob God.

, @) The accounts of Abraham and Jacob from
which they attempt to prove that tithes were obligatory al=-
ready at that time are repeatedly advanced.

2) Tithing was reaffirmed, not enacted, in the Mosaio Law.

They argne: 7o the ancient law of the tithe, Moses added &
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Segond tithe for the maintensnce of the feasts. Every third
Jear o third tithe was ziven for the poor. Beside the three
tithes, the Jow wulse had twelve other kinds of offerings. The
legalists wsk: Did the luw of the t;the go with the law of
animel saorifice? The losalc Lav was a temporary statute, they
88y, und the limite of its expiration were set, as Paul says in
Galatians 3:19, "It was added becaunse of transgression till
the sced shonld come". The aboliticn of the Mosaic Law does not
affect the prior laws, they argue. It only abolishes the types
&nd shadous that were fulfilled in Christ---national institu-
tions, feasts, und ceremonies, Christ has aboliched no funda=-
mental law. In gonclusion they affirm: If we say the tithe is
abolished, becsuse it ie in the Kosaic Law, we might as well
- 8ay that the law, 'thou shalt not kill', is also abolished.

The detaills of these arguments need no refutation. They
violate every rule uf hermeneutical interpretation. We go to
the source of t! o aberrations. The fundamental error with
these people, as well as with all legalists, is that they do
not distinguish between Law and Gospel, They consistently ar=-
gue that tithing is a moral obligation and naturally the de=
duotians they draw are convineing and Seriptural. It must,
however, be clearly understood that their argument is based on
a false premise. The tithe is not & moral law.

The Pormula of Concord deseribes the moral law as follows:
"...8 divine dootrine in which the righteoms, immutable will
of God is revealed, what is to be the quality of man in his

nature, thoughts, words, and works in order that he may be



=715

Pleasing snd agceeptable %o Goﬂ“%.':hat the definition is Scrip~-
tural there is no doubt, for only God oan deoree laws for men. .
Lawe made by men are binding only if God Himself has given men
authority to make them end co has given the human laws divine
sanction., All laws of civil government as well as laws regard=-
ing parentel comnandnents are examples of this as long as they
do not contradict tho divine Law.s.?iia.h the laws of the Charoh,
hovever, this is not the ease. G0od has expregsly withheld leg-
islative avthority from the Chureh. Only those lawe are binding
in the Church which have been enacted by God Himself,

Ve know from & study of Holy writ which laws are meant to be
temporary and which, on the other hand, all men at all times
mugt o’boy._ll.'i‘he HMoral Law is the immatable will of God which
binde 8ll men and obligates them to obedience. Although the
Horal Law is sumecerily comprehended in the Decaslog, the Ten
Comaandments, in the form in which they were given to the Jews
(8x.20:1-17), must not be identified with the Horal Law since
they contain ceremonial features. Only in its New Testament
version maj the Decalog be identified with the Moral Law, Or

Hs
the immutable will of God.

l. Formuls of Concord, Thor. Decl., art.,V,17
2. "fhere 1s one lawgiver, who is able toYesme and to destroy;
- who art thow that judgest anotherf", James 4:12

3« "Lot every soul be subject to the higher powers.For there is
‘no power but of God; the nowers that be are ordained of God.™
Romans 13:1

4, "Let no mun therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in
respeat 0f an holyday, or of the mw moon, or of the sabbath
days; “hioh are & shadow of things to come", C01l.2:16,17
"stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath
made you free, and Le not entangled again with the yoke of
bondage". Galatians 5:1

5. Mueller, J.7., Christian Dogmatics, pp.212,213
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The loral Law is to this day the only ome binding upon all

Men. vhatever besides &nd Leyond the Natural Law was ever pub=

lished as Divine Law was never intonded for all men.

The llosaic Taw with ite political &nd ceremonial stat-
utes was never intended for asny but the people of Israel,
nor for them throughout the ages, unt ohly to the fulness
0f time; it was Lo serve peculiar purposes. It was never

he will of God thut &ll men should observe the Sabbath,
even as it never wus ordained that 211 men should be oir=-
cumcised (or pay tithes). hatever is of the Moral Law
&nd binding upon all men in the Sinaitic Decalog is not
new, and wvhatever i: new in these commandments is not of
the loral Law nor binding upon all men. (1)

That the 0ld Testawent ceremonial laws have been abolished

through the coming of Christ is clearly taught in the follow=

ing paseages:

But now after that ye have known God, how turn
ye again to the weak and beggarly elements, where-
unto ye desire again to be in tondage? Ye obaerve
days, und monthe, and times, and years. I am afraid
0f you lest Iihave bestowed upon you labor in vain. (2)

Stand fast therefore in the liperty wherewith
Christ hath made ue free, and be not entangled
again with the yoke of bondage. (3)

Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the
law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to
make in himself of twain one mew men, so making
resce. (4)

Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that
were ageinst us, which was contrary to us, and took
it out of the way, nailing it to his cross...let no
man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in
respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the
gabbath days; "hich are a shadow of things to oome,
but the body is of Christ. (5)

2.
3.
4.
be

Ingelder, 7., et.al., op.oit., p.403
Galatians 4:9-11

Galatians 5:1

Ephesians 2:156

Cologsians 2:14.16
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Por there is verily a disannulling of the command=
Ments going bLefore for the weukness and unprofitable-
nees thereof. "or the law nade nothing perfect, but
the bringing on of & better hope did; by the which
we druw nisgh unto God. (1)

In that he suith, 4 now covensnt, he hath made the
diret old. jjow that which decayeth and waxeth old is
Teady o0 venksh sway. (2)

For the law having s shadow of good things to come,
and not the very imuge of the thinge, oen never with
those sacrifices continually meke the comers there-
unto perfect. (3)

And this word, Yet once more, signifieth the re=
moving of those things that are shaken, as of things
that are made, &hat those things which cannot be
sheken may remain., (4)
The Law that reigns among the children of God is the law
0f Christian love. 'his is beautifully summed up in what is
known se Christ's treatest Commandment ;
Thoa shalt love the Lerd thy God with all thy heart,
and with 211 thy soul, and with all thy nind.fhis 1s
the first und grest commandmont. ind the second is like
unto it, Thou shelt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these
two commandments hang all the law and prophets. (5)
The lew Testament sbounds in passages which speak‘of love==-
love for Christ, for God, for the Chareh, for family, neighbors,
and others. o quote only a few,

This is my commandment, Thay ye love one auoiher,
a8 I have loved you.(6)

As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you;
eontinue ye in my love. (7)

If ye love me keep my commendments. (8)
or the love of Christ constraineth us; because we

thus judge, that if one died for us all; then were
all dead. (9)

l, Hebrews 7:18,19 - 2. Hebrews 8:13

3. Hebrews 10:1 4, Hebrews 12:27
5. HMatthew 22:37-40 6. John 15:12
7. John 15:9 8. John 14:15

9. 2 Corinthians 5:14




CONCLUSTON

altheugh I should like to go into great detail con~-
¢orning Christian giving with the tithe as a guide, I realize
that it would be veyond the scope of this paper. It wonld, in=-
deed, make g paper again this size. For the purpose 6f this
Presentation and in conglusion, I will content myself merely .
Vwith a few quotations from Luther, Pieper, and one or two con=-
temporary Lutherans, presenting their views on the subject of
%ithing, Lather thought that paying the tenth was the "fairest
Way of raising woney...though not compulsory in the Hew Testa-
fent, paying the tonth ies a fine institution, snd it were well

COuld wo agree among ourselves to give it in order to pay the

Preacher.” IHe belicved that the tithe should be a very flex-
ible, voluatary offering.

{ioechte nun einer saggen: Warum prediget du denn
ifogen, s0 er uns nicht angeht? Antwort: Dazu will
ich losen behalten und nicht unter die Bank steck-
en, deun ich finde dreierlei in Hose, die uns aunch
nuetzlich sein koennen. zZum ersten: NDie Gebote dem
Volk Israel gepeben, die das asuesserliche jesen be-
trefien, lass ich fahren, sie zwingen noch dringen
mioh nicht, die Gesetze sind todt and ab, ohne so-
ferne ich (ich sie) gernme und willig annehmen will
aus dem 1{0S6...4ls, mit dem Zehntengeben, das ist
ein recht fein Gebot. Denn mit dem ZehntenBeben
wuerden auifgehoben zlle snderen Zinse, und waere
auch dem gemeinen lann leidlicher zu geben den
enuten, denn Reute und Guelt. Als, wenn ich zehn
Kuche haette, gacbe ich eine; haette ich fuenf,
gaebe ich nichts; wenn mir wenig auf dem Felde
wuechse, gaebe ich wenig, wenn mir viel wuechse,
geebe ich viel; das staende in Gottes Gewalt...

Ich wollte sber, dass man noch den Fuenften moech-
te geben...gleicher koennte man nicht handeld. (2)

l. Luther, M., SArlangen pdition, Vol.53, p.245; Vol.33,p.302%.
2. Luther, M., Suonmtliche sSchriften, Vol. 3, pp.6l5
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Die sehnten aber sind, gleichsam als die letzte
Fracht, dle Gueter der Liebe und des Geselzea, die
wir ebenifells opfern und entrichten, imdem wir be-
kennen, dass sie uns durch seine Gnudo mittelst
des Glaubens gegeben sind, dass wir sie nicht durch
unsere Verdienete empfangen haben. (1)

Daram ist der 4Lehnte der allerfeinste Zins und
von snbeginn der Vell in TUebung gewesen und in
alten Gesetz gepreisel und bestuetigt, uls der
nach goettlichem und natuerlichem RZecht der zller-
billigste ist. (2)

To Capito in Jtrassbulg, Luther wisely writes the following
in
in ansvier to & request to give his opinion congerning tithes:

Mir scheinen in der That die Zehnfen von allen weit-
aus die gerechtesten (Abgaben) zu sein, da sie durch
goeltliche Zougnisse und fust von Anpe@inn der Welt
bestonden haben, sodann asuch die billigsten, da sie
auy wm g0 viel zunchmen und abnehilen, als die Zrde
durch den Segen des Horrn traegt. (3;

The sainted Nr. "ieper, in an essay read at & Convention of
tre Southern I1llinois Distriet in 1913, suld this:

In the Hew Vestament such giving (tithing) has not
been com .anded, no definite sums have been prescribed;
for this is a season of grace in which every Christ-
ian 1e exhorted to give willingly, as st.Paul says,
Gtle(,06...Tt ig therefore a part of our Christian 1li-
berty that we ourselves may determine how much to
#ive to the Loxd.

However, it is a most dreadful misuse of our Christilan
liberty if wo contrive to abuse our freedom from the
law of tithing in such & manner that we give as little
as possible, yes, practicelly nothing, for Christ and
die Xingdom. In that omae we nse our liberty as & closk
0of mgliciousness.

In the Hew Testament God has removed from His Christians
the yoke of bondage, of coercion, and the tithe with the
intent &nd sure expectation thet they will now render
to Him not less than the tithe, but more.

Phe Christians in the lew Testament, like the Jews in
the 01d, cause God much trouble by their miserly glving.

1. Lather, H., op.cit., Vol.3,p.1488
2. ibid, vel. 10, p. B54
3. ibid, vol. 2la, p. 626




He releazsed them from the obligation of tithing, ex=-
pecting them to serve liim the morc diligently in view
0f the fact that through Christ they have been made
iree. Dut they sbuse their frecdom; inetead of will=-
ingly giving eleven per-cent, they nee this lilerty
in such o manner that they give only one per-cent,
ves, ewen lese than that. (1) ;

someone has correctly said that evon the weakest
Christiun, endowed e he is, with frecdom, ovught to
Legin right where the Jews lefi off, namely, with
ten-per-cent of his income und then eernestly try
%o increase his contribations the longer, the more. (2)

i

/ !

Dr. ‘ngelder of the Concordia Seminary Feculty, writing in ]

the Concordia Theological Honthly, states: |

It gooe without suying that it does not partake of i

0ld Testament leguliem when the Christians, in a free '

and willing spirit, imposes the tithe or the 'fifth' I

upon himself and slso, following the sdvice of the |

apostle, 1 Coxr.l6:1,2, observes a system of regular- |

ity ia his giving. It Lecomes legelistic when the |

Christians seek to impose the tithing system on others ,

£8 necessary or gquasi-necessary iure divino or other=- |
wise, or observes it himself in a servile spirit. (3)

|

Again, Dre. Theo. Graebner, also of the Seminary faculty, has ’

said: "It is not right to condemn tithing &s 'legelistic' sinm- !

Ply becuuse there has been legalistic tithing. Hor can we say j
that because it was part of the 01ld Testament Ilaw, tithing

should not be urged upon Christians.” Another menber 0f the fac=

alty, Dr. P.i.Kretzmann, has made the statement: "I am 1005 in |

favor of tithing", lor are these the ohly men who have spoken well

of tithing as a guide to Christian giving. lMeny of our pastors

are Lithers and are instructing their people in the Christian way

1, Pieper, ¥., "The Laymen's Hovement and the Bible", ihat is
Ghristianity, pPP.165=-165 T

2. 1bid.
Se ﬁngeléer. Te, "Amalgamating the Law of Tithe and the "rin-

giple 0of Free-Will Ufferings", Concordia Theo.Mcnthly, V3,509
Sept., 1932, pp.705,706
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of giving. The Reve. A, ,Brustat has written several tracts on
%ithing which have had o wide ocireulation. In his earlier tract
he writes:

Ag leaders in the Church we will, of course, always
mention and cmphasize the motive for tithiag, namely,
tlhie boundless love of God «nd the atoning sacrifice of
the Lord Jesus Christ on the {ross through whiech the
crimgon stains of our sins are wushed away...the ldve
0f God constraineth us. (1)

Writing in the american Lutheran, Pustor EBrustat refutes the
cry of legalism ralised against him. Je guote:

70 say that unless & person gives the tithe he
cannot remein & communicant member ¢f the church
wonld be conceivably called legalistic. 70 muke
tithing mandatory or compuleory would be legal-~
igtic in our opinion. But no such thought has even
unintentionally eppesared in our literature on the
tithe, e cannot see how it can be called legal-
iam, to encouracze, in gn cvangelicel msauner, the
siving of that ercentage cf one'es income which
all races of men from tine immemoriasl have con=-
gidered the proper proportion due the worship of
deity and which was specifically advocated un~-
der the Uld Dispensation. (2)

And 80 we could mention a score of other pastors and lay=-
men -% our synod and other Lodies who tithe end advocate the
tithe in the licht of Hew Vestament Stewardship. There are of
coursae, on the other hand, many devout and sincere Christians
who do not cpeak 0f giving in terms of the {ithe. Undouktedly
they give the tithe and wore, never computing their contribu-
tions in terms of percentaze. To them and to all we can only
say with the apostle Paul, "Give as the Lord hath prospered you's
70 every Christisn our Lord hus left the amount he will give to
his own conscience. Personally, we like the tithe as a guide to

our giving, not because it is commanded, for it is not, but be-
cause we choose to use it.

TYUStat, As e, "uhy Hot Try Tithing?", (tract)
Brustat: &.J.: "IE%EaEe-“—-ﬂuf Ecg%slate the Pithe", artiole in
smerican Lutheran, Vol.24,l0.4, April 1941, ».l6




Genesis 14:17-24

Hebrews 7:18=28

APPENDIX

And the king of Sodom went out
to meet him after his return from
the slaughter of Chedorlaomer, and
of the kings that were with him,at
the valley of Shaveh,vhich is the
king's dale.

And Melchizedek king of Salem
brought forth bread and wine: and
he was the priest and of the most
high God. '

And he blessed him, snd said,
Blessed be Abram of the most high
God, possessor 0f heaven and ezrth:

And blessed be the most high God,
which hath delivered thine enemies
into thy hand. And he gave him tithes
of all,

And the king of Sodom said unto
Abram, Give me the persons, and take
the goods to thyself,

And Abram said to the king of So-
dom, I have lift up mine hand unto
the Lord, the most high God, the
possessor of heaven and ezrth,

Take I will not from a thread ev-
en to a shoelatchet, and that I will
not take any thing that is thine, lest
thou shouldest say, I have made Ab-
ram rich:

Save only that whioch the young men
have eaten, and the nortion of the
men which went with me, Aner, Esh-
eol, and Mamre; let them take their

portion,

For there 18 verily a disannulling
of the commandment going before for
the weakness and unprofitableness
thereof.

For the law made nothing perfect,
but the bringing in of a better hope
did; by the whioch we draw nigh unto
God.

And inasmuch as not without an
oath he was made priest:

(For those priests were made with-
out an oath; but this with an ocath
by him that said unto him, The Lord
gware and will not repent, Thou art
a priest for ever after the order of

Melcohisedec:)
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By so much was Jesus made a sur-
ety of o better testament.

And they truly were many priests
beocause they were not suffered to
ocontinue by resson of death:

But this man, because he contin-
ueth ever, hath an unchangeable
priesthood.

Wherefore he is able also to save
them to the uttermost that come to
him seeing he ever liveth to mske
interoession for them,

For such an high prieat became us,
who is holy, harmless, undefiled,
soparate from sinners, and made high=-
er than the heavensa;

#ho needeth not daily, as those
high priests, to offer up sacrifice,
firet for his own sins, and then for
the people's: for this he did once,
when he offered up himself,

For the law maketh men high priests
which have infirmity; but the word
of the oath, which was since the law,
maketh the Son, who is consecrated
for evermore.

Genesis 28:10-22 And Jaocob went out from Beersheba,
and went toward Haran.

And he lighted upon a oertain place,
and tarried there all night, because
the sun was set; and he took the
stones of that place, and put them
for his pillows, and lay down in
that place to sleep.

And he dreamed, and behold a lad-
dor set up on the earth, and the top
0of it reached -to heaven; and behold
the angels 0f God ascending and de-
gsoending on it.

And behold, the Lord stood above
it, and said, I am the Lord God of
Abrgham thy father, and the God of
Issac: the land whereon thou liest,
to thee will I give it, and to the
geed;

And thy seed shall be as the dust
0of the earth, and thou ehalt spread
abroad to the west, and to the east,
and to the north,and to the south:
and in thee and in thy seed shall all
the families of the earth be bLlessed.



Leviticus 27:30-33

-iis-

ind behold, I am with thee, and will
koep thee in all places whither thou
goest, and will bring thee again into
this land; for I will not leave thee,
until I have done that which I have
spoken to thee of,

And Jacob awaked out of his slecp,
and he said, Surely the Lord is in
this place; and I knew it not.

And he was afraid, and said, How
dreadful is this place! this is none
other but the house 0f God, and this
is the gate of heav¥en,

And Jagob rose up early in the morn-
ing, and took the stone that he hsad
pat for hie pillows, and set it up
for a pillar, and poured oil upon the
tip of 1it. :

And he czlled the name of that place
Bethel: but the name of that city was
called Luz at the first. .

And Jaoob vowed z vow, saying, If
God will be with me, and will keep me
in this way that I go, and will give
me bread to eat, and raiment to put
on,

S0 that I come again to my father's
house in peace; then shall the Lord
be my God:

And this stone, which I have set
for a pillar, shall be God's house:
and af all that thou shalt give me
I will surely give the tenth unto thee,

And all the tithe of the land, whe-
ther of the seed of the land, or of
the fruit of the tree, is the Lord's:
it is holy unto the Lord.

And if & man will at all redeem
ought of his tithes, he shall add
thereto the fifth part thereof.

And eoncerning the tithe of the herd,
or of the flock, even of whatseever
pagseth under the rod, the tenth shall
be holy unto the Lord.

He shall not search whether it be
good or bad, neither shall he change
it: and 1f he change it, then both
it and the change thereof shall be
holy: it shall not be redeemed.



Numbers 18:8-32

And the Lord spake unto iAaron, Behold,

I also have given thee the charge 0f mine
heave offerings of all the hallowed things
of the ochildren of Israel; unto thee have
I given them by reuson of the anointing,

and to thy sons, by an ordinance for ever.

Thie shall be thine of the most holy
things, reserved from the fire: every ob-
lation of their's, every meat offering of
thelr's, and every ain offering of their's,
end every trespass oifering of their's,
whioch they shell render unto me, shall be
most holy for thee and for thy =ons.

In the most holy place shelt thou eat it;
every male shall eat i1t: it shall be hsly
unto thee.

And this is thine; the heave ofiering of
their gift, with all the wave offerings of
the children of Israel: I have given them
unto thee, and to thy sons and to thy daugh=-
ters with thee, by & statute for ever: every
one that is clean in thy house shall eat of
i.t.

All the best of the 0il, a&nd all the vine,
and of the wheat, the firstfruits of them
whioh they shall offer unto the Lord, them
have I gziven thee,

And vhatsoever is first ripe in the land,
which they shall bring unto the Lord, shall
be thine; overy one that is clean in thine
house ghall eat of it.

mvery thing devoted in Israel shall be
thines

Every thing that openeth the matrix in all
flesh, whioch they bring unto the Lord, whe-
ther it be of men or beaste, shall be thine:
novertheless the firstborn of man shalt thon
surely redeem, and the firstling of unclean
beasts shalt thou redeem,

And those that are to bo redeecmed from a
month old shalt thou redeem, acoording to
thine estimation, for the meney of five
shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary,
which is twenty gerahs.

But the firstling of a cow, or the first-
ling of a sheep, Oor the firstling of a goat,
thou shalt not redeem; they are holy: thon
shalt sprinkle their blood upon the altar,
and shalt burn their fat for an offering
made by fire, for & sweet savour unto the
Lord.

And the flesh of them shall be thine, ss
the wave breast and as the right choulder
are thine.
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Humbers 18;19-32 All the heave offerings 0f the hodky
things, which the children of Israel
offer unto the Lord, have I given thee,
and thy sons and thy daughters with thece,
by a statute for ever: it is a covenant
of selt for ever before ti:e Lord unto
thee and to thy seed with thee.

And the Lord spake unto Aaron, Thou
ghalt have no inheritance in their land,
neither shslt thou have any part among
them; I am thy part and thine inheri-
tance zmong the children of Israecl,

And, behold, I have given the child~
ren 0f Levi ail the tenth in Israel for
an inheritance, for thelr service which
they serve even the scrvice of the ta-
bernacle of the congregation,

fleither must the children of Isrzel
henoceforth ocome nigh the tabernacle of
the congregation, lest they bear sin,
and die.

But the Levites shall do the service
of the tabernaocle of the congregation,
and they shall bear thelr iniquity: it
shall be a statute for ever throughout
your generaticns, that among the child-
ren 0f Israel they have no inheritance.

But the tithes 0of the children of Is-
rael, which they offer as an hsave off-
ering, I have given to the Levites to
inherit: therefore 1 have said unto them,
Among the children of Israel, they shall
have no inheritanoce.

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,
Thus speak unto the Levites, and say
unto them, Yhen ye take 0f the children
of Israel the tithes which I have give
enn you from them for your inheritznce,
then ye shall offer up an heave offer-
ing of it for the Lord, even & tenth

part of the tithes

And this your heave offiering shall
be rcckoned unto you, as though it
were the corn 0f the threshingfloor,
and as the fulness 0of the winepress.

Thue ye also shall offer an hesve
offoring unto the Lord of sll your
tithes, which ye receive of tho ohild-

ren 0f Israel: and ye shell give there-
0of the Lord's heave ofifering to Aaron.
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Nombers 18:29-32 Out of all your gifts ye shall
offor every heave offering of the
Lord, of all the best thereof even
the hallowed part thereof out of it.

Therefore theu shelt say unto them,
When ye have heaved the best thereof
from it, then it shall be gounted un-
to the Levites as the increase of the
threshingfloor, and as the increase of
the winepress.

ind ye shall eat it in every nlace,
ye end your householde: for it is your
reward for your servioe in the taber-
nzole of the congregati-n,

And ye shall bear no sin by reason
of it, when ye have heaved from it the
best of it: neither shall ye pollute
the holy things 0f the children of Is-
rael, lest ye diee.

Deuteronomy 12:5-7 But unto the place vhich the Lord
your God shall choose out of all your
tribes to put his name there, even un=-
to his habitetion shall ye seek, and
thither thou shalt ocome:

And thither ye shall bring your burnt
offerings, and your saorifices, and your
tithes, and heave offerings of your
hand, and your vows, and your freewill
offerings, and the firstlings of your
herds and of your flocks;

And there ye shell eat before the
TLord your God, and ye shall rejoice
in all that ye pat your hand unto, ye
and your households, wherein the Lord
thy God haeth blessed thee.

Deuteronomy 12:17 Thon mayeset not eat within thy gates
the tithe of thy corn or of thy wine,
or of thy oil, or the firstlings of thy
herds or of thy flock, nor any of thy
vows which thou vowest, rior thy free-
will offerings, or heave ofiering of
thine hand.

Deuteronomy 12:18 Bat thou must eat them before the
nLord thy Ged in the place which the
Lord thy God shall choose, thou, and
thy son, and thy daughter, «nd thy
manservant, end thy maidservant, snd
the Levite that is within thy gates:
and thou shalt rejoice before the Lorg
thy God in all that thou puttest thine
hands unto,



Deuteronomy 14:22-29

Deuteronomy 26:12-15

-Vile

Thou chelt druly tithe all the in-
orecoee 0of thy sced, that the field
bringeth forth year by year. i

and thou chalt eat before the Lord
thy fod, in the place which he shall
choose to place his name there, the
tithe of thy corn, of thy vine, and of
thine o0il, and the firstlings of thy
herds and of thy floeke; and that thoun
mayest learn to fear the Lord thy God,

And if the way bLe too long for thee,
g0 that thou art not able to carry it;
or if the place be too far from thee,
whieh the Lord thy God shall choose to
get his name there, when the Lord thy
God hath bleesed thee:

Then shalt thon turn it into money,
and bind ap tho money in thine hand,
and shalt go unto the place which the
Lord thy God shall choose;

And thou shalt bestow that money for
whatsoever thy soul lusteth after, for
oxen, or for sheep, or for wine, or for
strong drink, or for whatsoever thy soul
desireth: und thoa shalt cat there be~-
fore the Liord thy God, and thou shalt
rejoioe, thou, and thine household.

4nd the Levite that is within thy
gotea; thou shalt not forsake him; for
he hatn no part nor inheritance with
thees.

At the end of throe years thou shalt
bring forth all the tithe of thine in-
crease the same ycar, and shalt lay it
up within thy gates:

And the Levite, (because he hath no
pext nor inheritance with thee,) and
the stranger, and the fathorless, and
the widow, which sare within thy gates,
shall come, and shall eat and Le sabt-
isfied; that the Lord thy God may bloss
thee, in &1l the work of thine hand which

thou doest.

%hen thou hast made an end of tithing
all thoe tithes of thine inoreuase the
third year, whioch is the year of tith-
ing, and hast civen it unto the lLevite,
the stranger, the fatherless, and the
widow, that they may eat within thy
gates, and be filled;

Then thou sghalt say fefore the Lord
thy God, I have brought away the hallow-
ed things out of mine house, and also
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Deuteronomy 26:13-15 have given them nnto the Levite, and
unto the strenger, “o the fatherless,

and to the widow, according to all thy
connandments which thon hast commanded
me- I have not ftransgressed thy command-
ments, neither have I forgotten them:

I have not ecaten thereof in my mourn-
in¢, nelther have I taken away ought
thereof for any unclean use, nor given
ought thereof for the dead: tnt I nave
hegrkened to the volece of the Lord my
God, and have done acaording to 211 that
thou hast commanded nme,

Look down from thy holy habitation,
from heaven, and bleas thy people Is=-
rael, and the land which thomn hast gi-
ven us, as thou swarest unto our fath-
ers, & land that floweth with milk and

honey«

‘xodus 23:19 The first of the firstfruite of thy
land thou shalt bring unto the house
0f the Lord thy God. Thou shalt not
goethe & kid in his mother's hilk,

Deuteronomy 26:1-11 And it shall be, when thou art come
in anto the land which the Lord thy
God giveth thee for an inheritance, and
posgessest it, and dwellest therein: |

That thou shalt take of the first of .
@ll the frult of the earth, which thoan
shalt bring of thy land that the Lord
thy God giveth thee, and shalt put it 5
in & basket, and chalt go unto the |
place which the LHiord thy God shall J
choose t0 place his name theres

And thou shelt go unto the priest
that shall be in those days, and say
anto him, I profess this day unto the
nord thy God, that I am come unto the
gountry which the Lord sware unto our
fathers for t¢ give us.

And the priest shall take the basket
ont of thine hund, and set it down be~
fore the asltar of the Lord thy God.

and thou shalt speak and say before
the Lord thy God, A Syrian ready to
perish wae my father, and he went down
into Dgypt, and sojourned there with a
few, and became there a nation, great,
mighty, and populous;

ind the Sgyptians cvil entreated us,
and fflicted uwa, and laid upon us hard

bondsge;




Denteronomy £6:7-11

Humbexrs 18:4

Rumbers 18:8

Douteronomy 18:4

g Chron.3l:11-14

b & A

And vhen we dried unto the Lord God
of our iathers, the Lord heard ocar
voice, and looked on our ffliction, and
our labour, and our oppression;

and the Lord brouuzht ne forth out of
Leypt with a mighty hand, and with an
outstretohed arm, and with great terrie
blenese, and with signs, and with won-

ders:
4nd he hath brought as into this »lace

and hath given ne this lend, even a land
that floweth with milk and honoye

4ind now, behold, I have brought the
firsetfruits of the land, which thou, O
Lord, hast given me. ind thou shalt seot
it before the Lord thy God, und worship
before the Lord thy God:

And thou shalt rejolee in every good
thing whiech the Lord thy God hath given
unt thee, and untc thine house, thou,
and the Levite, and the stranger, that

is among you.

ind they shall be joined unto thee,
and keep the charge of the talernasle
of the congregation, for all the ser-
vice of the tabernacle: and = stranger
shall not come nigh anto you.

And the Lord spake unto Aaron, Be=-
hold, 1 also have given thee the charge
of mine heave offerings of all the
hallowed things of the children of Is-
rael: unto thee have I given them by
reagon v the anointing, and to thy
gons, by an ordinance for ever.

The firstfruit also of thy corn, of
thy wine, and of thine 0il, and the
firet of the fleece 0of thy sheep, shalt
thou give him,

Then Hezekiash commanded t0 prepare
chambers in the house of the Lord; and
they nrepared them.

And brought in the offerings and the
tithes and the dedicated things faith-
fully: over which Gononiah the Levite
wag ruler, &nd sh mei his brother wae

the next.
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Nehemiah 10:38.39

flehemish 12;44

lichemiah 13:12

Leviticus 19:23-26
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And Jehiel, and Azaziah, und llakath,
and Asghel, and Jerimoth, and Jozabad,
and Fliel, ¢nd lsmachiah, end liahath,
and Lensjeh, were overscers under the
hand of Cononigh and Shimei his broth-
er, at the commandment of Hezekizh the
king, and Agerieh the ruler of the house
of God,

And Zore the son of Imnah the bevite,
the porter teward the oust, was over
the freewlill offerings, to distribute
the oblutions 0f the Lord, and the most
holy things.

And the priest the son o0f Aaron shall
be with the Legites, when the Levites
take tithes: and the Levites shall bring
up the tithes unto the house of our God,
to the chambers into the tressure house,

#or the children of Israel and the
children of Levl shall bring the offer-
ing of the corn, of the new wine, and
the o0il, unto the chambers, where are
the vessels of the sanetuary, and the
priests and the porters, and the sing-
ers: 2nd we will not forsske the house
of our God,

And a2t that time were some appointed
over the chambers for the treasures,for
the of erings, for the firstfruits, amd
for the tithes, to gather intc them out
of the fielde of the oities and portions
of the law for the priests and lLevites:
for Judah rejoiced for the priests #gad
for the Lovites that waited.

Then brought all Judah the tithe of
the corn and the new wine &nd the oil

unto the treasuries.

And whe: ye shall cume into the land
and shall have planted all manner of
trees for food, then ye shall count the
fruit thereof as uncirocumcised: three
years shall it be es unoircumeised unto
you: it shall not be eaten of.

But in the fourth year all the fruit
thoreof shall be holy to praise the Lord.

And in the fifth year shall ye eat of
the fruit thereof, that it may yleld
unto you the inorease thereof:
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Deut eronomy 109 ‘herefore Levi hath no part nor in-
heritance with his brethren; the Lord
is his inheritance, ascording as the
Lord thy God promised him.

Douteronomy 12:19 ?ake heed to thyself that thou for=-
gake not the lLevite as long as thom
livest upon the earth. .

Deuteronomy 14:27-29 And the Levite that is within thy
gates; thoa shalt not forsake him; for
he hath no part nor inheritance with
thee.

At the end vf three yeaurs thou shalt
bring forth al). the tithe of thine in=-
creanse the same year, and shalt lay j.
it up within thy gates: i

And the Levite,(because he hath ho |
pert nor inheritance with thee,) and |
the stranger, und the fatherless, and
the widow, which are within thy gates,
ghall come, snd shall eat and be sat-
isfied; that the Lord thy God may bless
thee in all the work of thine hand
whioh thou doeste.

Tobit 1.7 Phe first tenth part of all inorease
I zave to the sona of Aeron, who min-

istered at Jerusalem:

Deuteronomy 15:19.20 All the firstlings malos that ocome
0of thy herd and of thy flogk thou
shalt sanotify unto the Lord thy God;
thou shalt do no work with the first-
ling of thy bullock, nor shear the
firstling of thy sheep.

Thou ehalt eat it before the Lord
thy God yeusr by year in the place
whigh the Lord shall choose, thou and
thy hougehold.

Hehemish 10:36 And to bring the firstfruits of our
ground, and the firstfruits of all
fruit of 211 trees, year by year, unto
the house of the Lord.

Exodus 13:13 And every firstling of an ass thon
ghalt redeem with a lamb; and 1f thou

wilt not redeem it, then thdu ehslt
break its neok: and all the firstborn
of man among thy children shall thou

redeem,




Hanbers 28:26-3L

2 Chron.3l.:2-10

- %o minigter, and to give thanks, and to

Also on the day of the firstfruits,
when ye bring & new meat offering un-
to the Lord, after your weeks be out,
ve shall have an holy convocation; ye
shall do0 no servile work:

But ye eshall offer the burnt offer-
ing for & sweet savour unto the Lord;
two young bnllocks, one ram, geven
lambs of the first year;

ind their meat offering of flour mine
gled with oil, three tenths deals unto
one bullock, btwo tenths deculs unto one
ram, |
4 several tenth desl unto one lamb, |
throoghout the seven lambs; |

And one kid of the goats, tc make an
atonement for you,

Yo shall offer them beside the contin-
wal burnt offering, and his meat offer-
ing, and his mdrink offerings.

And Hegekiah appointed the courses of
the priests and the Levites after their
goureses, every manm according to his ser=-
vice, the priests and the Levites for ‘
burnt offerings and for pease offerings,

preise in the gates of the tents of the
Lord.

He appointed also the king's portion of
his substance for the burnt offerings,
t0o wit, for the morning and evening
burnt offerings for the sabbaths, and -
for the new moons, vnd for the set feaaté
as 1% is written in the law of the Lord.

Horeover, he commanded the people that
dwelt in Jerusslem tov give the portion
¢f the priests and the Levites, that
they might be encouraged in the law of
the Lord.

And &s soon as the comrandment cane
abroad, the children of Israel brought
in abundence the firstfruits of corm,
wine, and 0il, and honey snd oil of all
the inorease of the field; and the tithe
of all things brought they in abundantly.

And concerning the children of Israel
and Judah, that dwelt in the cities of
Israel, they also brought in the tithe
of omen and sheep, and the tithe of holy
things whioch were consecrated unto the
Lord their god, and laid them in heaps.
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2 Chron,31:7-10 In the third month they began to lay |
the foundation of the heaps, and fin=-
ished them in the seventh month.

ind when Hezekkiah and the princes came
and saw the heaps, they blessed God and
the people of Israel.

~hen Hezekiah guestioned with the
priests and the Levites concerning the
hoave.

snd Azariah the chief priest of the
hunse of Zadok answered him, and said,
Since the people began to bring the off-
orings into the house of the Lord, we
have had enough to eat, &nd have laft
plenty; for the Lord hath blessed his
people; and that which is left is this
creat store.

2 Chron.31.:11-14 Cfe PP..ix,x

1 ¥ings 12.:32 snd Jeroboam ordained a feast in the
eighth month on the fifteenth day of
the month, like unto the feast that is
in Judah, and he offered upon the sltar.
50 die he in Bethel, saorificing unto
the calves that he had made; and he
nlaced in Bethel for priests the high
places he had made.

1l ¥ings 14:3 And take with thee ten loaves, and
eracknels, end s oruse of honey, znd
z0 to nim: he shall tell thee what
shall become of the child.

2 Chron.l4:13 ind Asa and the people that were with !
him pursued them unto Gerer; and the -
¥thopians were overthrown, that they -
could not recover themselves; ior they
were destroyed before the Lord, and be-
for his host; «nd they carried away very
mach spoil.

2 Chron.l15:11-13 And they offered unto the Lord the
seme time, of the spoil whiei: they had =
brought, seven hundred oxen and seven
thousand she<pe.

' And they entered into a covenant to
seek the Lord God of their fatheors with
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all their hearts and with all their soul,

That whosoever should not seek the
Lord God of Israel shuuld be put to
death, whether small or great, whether
mar oY womsle

And he brought in the thinge whieh his
father had dedicated, and the things
which himeelf had dedicated into the
house 0f the Lord, silver, and gold,
and vessels.

4nd there ceme a man from Baslshslisha,
and brought the man of God bread of the
firstiruits, twenty loaves of barley,
and full ears of corn in the hugk there=
0of, ind he said, Give unto the people,
that they may eat.

And Jehoash sald to the priests, All
the money 0f the dedicated things that
is brought into the house 0f the Lord,
even the money of every one that pass-
eth the aocount, the money that every
man is set at, and all the money that
ocometh into any man's heart t¢ bring
into the house of the Lord. :

Let the priests take it to them, ev-
ory man of his asoquaintance; and leb
them repair the breaches of the house,
wheresoever any breach shuall be found,

And he gathered together the priests
end all the Levites, and said to them,

- Go out unto the cities of Judah, and

gather of gll Ierael money to repair
the house of your God from year to
year, and see that ye hasten the matter.
Howbeit the Levites hastened not.

The trespass money and sin money was
not brought into the house 0of the Lord;
it was the priest's.

And offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving
with leaven, and proeclaim and publish
the free offerings: for this liketh you,
0 ye children of Israel, saith the Lord.

And they brought seven bullocks and
seven rame and seven lambs, and seven
hengoats for a sin oifering;
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¥or Hezekish king of Judah did give
0 the congregation a thousand bullooks
end seven thousand sheep; and the prin-
cee zave to the congregetion s thous=-
and bullocks and ten thousand sheep: and
a2 great number of priests sanctified
thenselvese

He appointed also the king's portion
of his substance for the burnt offerings,
to wit, for the morning and ecvening
vuornt offerings, and the burnt offerings
for the sabiathe, and for ths new moons,
and for the set feasta, as it is writtemn
in the law of the Lord,

ind hie princes gave willingly unto
the people, to the priests, and to the
Levites: Hilkiah and Zechariah and
Jehiel, rulers of the house of God, gave
unto the priests for the passover offer=-
ings two thousand and six hundred smsll
cattle, and three hundred oxemn.

¢onaniah aleo, and Shemaish and Nethan=-
cel, his brother, ani Hashabish and Je=
iel and Jogabad, chief of the Levites,
rave unto the Levites in their courses,
eccording to the king's commendment.

4and they removed the uburnt offerings,
that they might give sccording to the
divisions of the families of the people,
to offer unto the Lord, as it is writ-
ten in the book of koses. And =0 did
they with the oxen.

They kept also the feastof tabernacles
ag it is written and offered the daily
burnt offerings by number, according bo
the custom, as the duty of every day
required;

ind afterward offered the continunsl
burnt offerings, Loth of the new moons,
end of 211 the set feasts of the Lord
that were consecrated, und 0f every one
thet willingly offered a freewill offer-
ing nnto the Lord.

ioreover I make a deoree what ye shall
do to the elders of these Jews for the
building of this house 0f God...

.«e80c0rding to the appointment of the
priests which are at Jerusalem, let 1%
be given day by day without fail.
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Thoy clave to thelr brethren, their
nobles, and entered into & curse, and
into an cath, tov walk in God's law,
which was given by lioces the servant
uf God, and to observe and do all the
eomuandmentes of the Lord our Lord, and
hie Judgments and his statutes;

4nd he had prepared for him a great
chamber of the house where aforetime
they laid the meat offerings, the frank-
incense, and the vessels, and the tithes
of the oorn, the new wine, and the oil,
which was ocommanded to be given to the
Levites, and the singers, and the por=-
ters; and the ofierings of the priests.

7¥ill & man rob God? Yet ye have robbed
me, But ye say, Vherein have we robbed
thee? In tithes and offerings,

Ye are oursed with & curse; for ye
have robbed me, even this whole nation.

bring ye all the tithes into the store-
house, that there may be meat in mine
honse, and prove me now herewith, saith
the Tord of hosts, if I will not open
von the windows 0f heaven, and that thore
shall not be room enough to receive it.

Hemember ye the law of Moses my scre
vant, whioch I commanded unto him in Hoe=
reb, for all Israel, with the statutes
and judcmentse

How 2ll the tribes which together re=-
volted, and the honse of my fathor Neph-
thali, saorificed unto the heifer Baal.

But I alone went often to Jerusalem
.t the feasts, as it was ordained unfo
all the people of Israel by an everlast-
ing decree, having the farstirunits and
tenths of inoresse,with that whioh was
first shorn; and gave 1 at the altar to
the priests the children of Aaron.

7he first tenth part of all inorease
I gave to the sone of Asron, who tinis-
tered at Yerusalem;another tenth part I
gold away, end went, and spent it every

erusalem, :
yaﬁﬁdaghg third tithe I gave unto them
tc whom it was meet...
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Let Jorusalem also be holy and free,
with the Lorders thereof, bLoth from
tenths and tributes.

ind as for other things that belong
unte- ug, of the tithea and customs pere
taining unto us, as also the saltpits,
and the erown taxes, which are dme unto
us, we discharge them of them all for
their relief,

And nothing hereof shall be revoked
from this time forth for ever.

And the Lord spake unto iioses, saying,

Speaek unto the children of Israel,and
say unto them, “hen ye come into the
lund whither I bring you,

Then shall it be, that, when ye eat
0f the bread of the land, ye¢ shall offer
up an heave offering unto the Lord.

Yo shall offer up a cake of the first
0f your dough, for an heave offering:
a8 ye do the heave offering of the thresh-
ingfloor, so shall ye heave it.

0f the first of y.ur dough ye shall
give unto the Lord an heave offering in
your gzenerations,

4nd it 1if it be of an unoclean beast,
then shall ho be redermed according to
thine estimation, and shall add a f£ifth
part of it thexeto; or if it be not re-
deemod, then it shall be sold saecording
to thy estimation.

And he will take your fields, and your
vineyards, and your oliveyarda, even
the best of them, and give them to his
servants.

And he will take the tenth of your
geed, and of your vineyards, and give
t0 hie officers, and to his servants,

snd he will take your menservants,
and your maidservants, and your good-
liest young men, :nd your asses, aud
put them to work.

He will take the tenth of your sheep;
and ye shall be his servants.

And he had prepared for him & great
chamber, where aforetime they laid the
meat offerings, the frankincense, and
the vessels, and the tithes of the corn,
the new wine, and the o0il, which was

comnanded given to the lLevites.
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