


Gloria Velasquez: Iglesia Luterana
Confesional Conexion , Naples, FL
(CHS Spring 2025)

Gilma Zepeda: Iglesia Luterana
Confesional Conexion , Naples, FL
(CHS Spring 2025)

MINNESOTA SOUTH DISTRICT

Lydia Grabau: Trinity Lutheran Church,
Northfield, MN

Heather Zellman: Immanuel Lutheran
Church, Gaylord, MN (ODS Fall 2024)

MISSOURI DISTRICT

Kathleen Beegle: Lutheran Deaf Outreach,
St. Charles, MO (EIIT Fall 2024)

Connie Kipp: Lutheran Deaf Outreach,
St. Charles, MO (EIIT Fall 2024)

Aine Molvik: LCMS Office of National
Mission, St. Louis, MO

Abigail Reynolds: Peace Lutheran
Church, St. Louis, MO

Pamela Vue: Bethlehem Lutheran
Church, St. Louis, MO

NEBRASKA DISTRICT

Kristen Schiefelbein: Calvary Lutheran
Church, Lincoln, NE (ODS Fall 2024)

NORTHERN ILLINOIS DISTRICT

Nicole Morales: New Song Community
Church, Aurora, IL (CHS Fall 2024)

OHIO DISTRICT

Julia Witt: Zion Lutheran Church,
Cincinnati, OH

SELC DISTRICT

Rachel Wegener: Saint Luke’s Lutheran
Church and School, Oviedo, FL

TEXAS DISTRICT

Lucia Jaimez Cortez: Grace Lutheran
Church, Arlington, TX (CHS Spring 2025)

Rosy Portillo Rubio: Faith Lutheran
Church, Grand Prairie, TX
(CHS Spring 2025)

Lorri Sanchez: Mount Calvary Lutheran
Church and Preschool, La Grange, TX
(ODS Fall 2024)

TOTAL CALLS, VICARAGES
AND DEACONESS

INTERNSHIPS ON CALL DAY:

Stats include dual parishes.

EWA BEACH —
OAHU, HAWAII

4,126.5 MILES FROM
ST.LOUIS, MO.
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FAITH, FORMATION &
PASTORAL CALLING

BY SARAH MANEY

Dr. Ryan Tinetti’s office paints a picture
of his personality: A funky brown
recliner. Shelves brimming with books.

A wall collage of theologians and writers.
Duke University swag. And a photograph
from his ordination day June 27, 2010, at
Faith Lutheran Church in Seaside, Calif.,
— standing beside his wife, infant son
and a young Dr. David Schmitt.

Tinetti settles into the aforementioned
recliner. “Did you notice the baby
ducks?” he asks, pointing outside his
window, towards the Seminary fountain.

I hadn't. I was scrolling through my phone
ahead of beginning this interview.

That small exchange sparks a larger
conversation about attention, presence
and the quiet war against distraction. For
Tinetti and his family, the solution was
deliberate: they traded in smartphones
for flip phones to create space. To be fully
present — to God, to each other, to the
world around them.

That posture of presence shapes everything
about Tinetti’s life: his family, ministry,
teaching — and writing. His forthcoming
book, “The Quiet Ambition,” (Intervarsity
Press, November 2025) is grounded in this
ethos. Drawing from 1 Thess. 4:11 NIV,
“Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life
... the book is a call to embrace a different
kind of success. One marked not by noise
or notoriety, but one that sees God’s grace
in the small and hope in the ordinary.

“Our culture celebrates loud ambition,”
he says. “But God often works through
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quiet lives, small unnoticed acts
of faithfulness”

In addition to being a writer, Tinetti

is an assistant professor of Practical
Theology at Concordia Seminary. The
road that led him here wasn't linear —
but like everything else in his life, it
has been marked by the steady, guiding
presence of his Savior.

Faith Journey Begins
Tinetti traces the beginning of his
faith formation to being raised in a

denominationally-split household. His
father belonged to a devout Roman
Catholic Italian family and his mother
was a committed Lutheran. One Sunday,
he attended Catholic mass with his
father; the next, he was in the pews of a
Lutheran church with his mother. The
family worshipped together only on
major holidays — Christmas and Easter
— a spiritual rhythm that shaped Tinetti’s
early exposure to the Christian faith.

When he reached middle school,
Tinetti’s parents encouraged him

to choose. Tinetti ended up being
confirmed in his mother’s LCMS church
and he stuck with that. Now confirmed,
ministry wasnt really on his radar at

all — until college.

With a love for writing and storytelling,
Michigan State University (MSU) offered
him a canvas to explore those gifts in the
area of journalism. But college is often a
time of transformation, and for Tinetti,
that change came not in a lecture hall



but in a Bible study held in his dorm.
Through his involvement with a campus
ministry (then called Campus Crusade
for Christ, now Cru), he began engaging
with Scripture in new and deeper ways.
While leading Bible studies and
participating in campus ministry events,
something stirred within him: a passion
for the Word, a hunger for theology and
an urge to share that truth with others.
Yet at that time, Tinetti was part of a
more evangelical, non-denominational
environment. It wasn’t until a Christmas
break conversation with his Lutheran
pastor back home that the theological
tug-of-war reached a turning point.

His pastor cut to the heart: “Where are
you at theologically? Are you Lutheran?”
Tinetti initially brushed it off with a
simple response: “I love Jesus.” But the
pastor pressed further, challenging him
to consider what he truly believed —
about the Sacraments, salvation and the
role of grace.

To help him reflect, the pastor handed
Tinetti a book by Professor Emeritus
Dr. Robert Kolb titled “Make Disciples,
Baptizing: God’s Gift of New Life and
Christian Witness.” As he read, Tinetti
revisited key biblical texts with fresh
eyes. One passage stood out — Titus
3:5 (ESV): “He saved us, not because
of works done by us in righteousness,
but according to his own mercy, by the
washing of regeneration and renewal of
the Holy Spirit” Until then, Tinetti had
understood Baptism as a symbolic act,
not a sacramental one. But that verse
— and others like 1 Peter 3:21, which
declares, “baptism now saves you”—
challenged and ultimately transformed
his perspective.

Through the lens of Scripture and the
clarity of Lutheran theology, Tinetti came
to see Baptism not as a human expression
of faith, but as a divine means of grace.

“It was in that study of Baptism where

I recognized Baptism is God’s work,

not ours,” he recalls. What followed was

a season of intense study, prayer and

discernment. By the end, the conclusion
was clear: “I realized — I'am a Lutheran”

A Call Abroad,

A Call to Ministry

Still unsure about pursuing formal
ministry, Tinetti joined LCMS

World Mission to serve in Bangkok,
Thailand, for a transformative year
teaching English as a Second Language
(ESL). While teaching ESL, Tinetti met
his future wife, Anne — also serving in
the same mission program.

Though he initially delayed proposing,
God’s timing prevailed. Anne received
a call to serve as a third grade teacher
at Grace Chapel Lutheran School in
Bellefontaine Neighbors, Mo. Soon
after, Tinetti returned to the U.S. and
within months, they were engaged. The
long-distance leap of faith turned into
a lifelong journey together.

“MINISTRY ISN'T
A TERMINUS.
IT'S A
TRAILHEAD.”

- Di Byan Tncllo

By now, Tinetti’s internal compass
was pointing firmly toward ministry.
Friends and mentors had already
begun affirming his gifts in teaching
and preaching.

Returning stateside, Tinetti enrolled
at Concordia Seminary in St. Louis
where he graduated in 2010. During
his formation, mentors like

Professor Emeritus Dr. Jeff Gibbs

and Professor of Practical Theology
Dr. David Schmitt shaped his thinking
and practice.

After five years in the parish, the
“itch” for academic inquiry returned.
Drawn to the academically rigorous
Doctor of Ministry Program at Duke

FACULTY FOCUS Nl

Divinity School in Durham, N.C,,
Tinetti studied under homiletics legend
Dr. Richard Lischer, today the James.

T. and Alice Mead Cleland Professor
Emeritus of Preaching at Duke — also
a graduate of Concordia Seminary.

Studying outside the LCMS offered
Tinetti valuable perspective. “You
realize the things we, as Lutherans,
take for granted — like Law and
Gospel — are foreign concepts to many
Christians,” Tinetti explains. In his
cohort, he was one of two students from
a denomination that does not ordain
women. This challenged Tinetti to
better articulate and defend his beliefs
with both conviction and humility.

Discipleship and
Formation: Theology
Lived Out

Tinetti’s academic focus on
discipleship, spiritual formation

and applied theology comes to life

in his role as a Seminary professor.
For Tinetti, all theology is practical
theology. “Jesus says, ‘Follow me, not
‘Sit there while I lecture””

Ministry, Tinetti insists, is lived out in
the ordinary — walking through the
neighborhood, noticing what is on the
coffee shop bulletin board, knowing
the texture of your place and people.

To those discerning a call to ministry,
Tinetti offers a striking metaphor.
“Ministry is not a terminus; it’s a
trailhead,” he says. In other words, it’s
not the final destination, but the start
of a lifelong journey. One that may
take you across the world or just across
town but will always invite you deeper
into God’s story.

“God’s going to call you to places you

couldn’t imagine,” Tinetti says. “And it’s
a joy to be a part of it”

Sarah Maney is the communications
manager at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis.
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THE JOURNEY
OF ZACHARY
ESHELMAN

BY SARAH MANEY

When Zach Eshelman typed the
words “Law and Gospel” into a search
engine, he wasn’t expecting a life-
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SEARCH

changing theological pivot. But in
God’s providence, that curious search
marked the start of a journey that
would eventually lead him to become
Lutheran — and enter the Master

of Divinity (M.Div.) Program at
Concordia Seminary.

Eshelman’s story is not one marked
by dramatic conversion or sudden

Zach Eshelman and his wife, Charlotte, stand in front of

their church. Photo: Courtesy Charlotte Eshelman.

revelation. His story is the quiet

and steady unfolding of faith — an
unassuming but profound testimony of
God’s work over time.

A Path Unplanned

Raised in a home where Christmas

and Easter services were optional,
Eshelman didn't have any understanding
of Christianity. “I couldn’t really tell

you anything about Christianity until
midway through high school,” he recalls.
His comprehension of the Christian
faith was a gradual process, influenced
by friendships, teachers and a growing
sense of spiritual inquisitiveness. “I

just realized at one point, ‘Oh, maybe

I believe what my friends have been
telling me.”

His Baptism came in a small, Calvinist,
non-denominational church plant
meeting in a high school auditorium

in rural Tucson, Ariz. At that point, he
wasn't aligned with a particular theology
or denomination — just seeking to learn
more about Christianity itself.

College became a key season in
Eshelman’s faith development. During
his first two years at a small school

in Ohio, he encountered a uniquely
diverse campus ministry group led by
Christians from a broad spectrum of
traditions: Southern Baptist, Eastern
Orthodox, Catholic, Evangelical and
Korean Pentecostal. It was enriching,
if not chaotic. Amid the variety,
Eshelman remained on a mission to
deepen his understanding.

That pursuit led him to a large Bible
church where he first encountered a
typological reading of Leviticus — how
the Law points to Christ. Intrigued but
lacking vocabulary, he simply Googled
“Law and Gospel” The result? A host of
Lutheran resources that opened a door
he had not known existed.

“This distinction that Lutherans were
using — it wasn’t necessarily unique
to them, but it was their thing,” he



explains. That theological clarity
resonated with him.

Discovering Lutheranism
A spring break visit to a Lutheran Bible
study at the University of Arizona in
Tucson, Ariz., became another turning
point. The discussion focused on

John 16 and the Lutheran view of the
Sacraments, and it deeply resonated
with Eshelman. Returning to his eclectic
campus group and sharing the idea that
“Christ is present in the Sacraments,’

he was met with blank stares. “That was
one of those moments where I realized,
‘Oh, Lutherans think differently on

this — and I think the way Lutherans do.”

Eshelman transferred to Baylor
University in Waco, Texas. Although
situated in the heart of Baptist country,
he discovered a local LCMS church,

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, just outside
of Waco. There, under the guidance of
Vicar Peter Haugen, he continued to
grow in his understanding of Lutheran
distinctives. His connection to The
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
(LCMS) deepened, even as he remained
involved with Reformed University
Fellowship (RUF), appreciating its
emphasis on liturgy and theology.

After graduation, Eshelman spent several
years teaching, including two years at
Concordia Middle School in Taiwan
through the LCMS. There, he discovered
a strong sense of vocational calling.

“I realized I'm a teacher;” he says.
“Whatever happens next, 'm going to
be a teacher doing whatever they’ve told
me to do” That clarity has shaped his
hopes for ministry, particularly in the
context of campus work, international
service or theological education.

Seminary and Formation
At Concordia Seminary, Eshelman

has found the kind of formation for
which he was hoping. Unexpectedly, it
is the language courses — Greek and
Hebrew — that have had the deepest
impact on him. “I would argue that the

Zach Eshelman and his wife, Charlotte, attend a friend’s wedding. Photo: Courtesy Charlotte Eshelman

language classes are some of the best
pastoral care classes,” he reflects. That
insight comes after a full year studying
under Dr. Philip Penhallegon, professor
of Exegetical Theology, who would
highlight minute details in the text. “He
would point out a little dot. ‘Do you see
this little dot here? See how it changes
the entire meaning of this word?”

That kind of precision, Eshelman
believes, extends far beyond grammar
and syntax. “This level of specificity is
crucial for learning the languages,” he
says, “but I'd argue it’s even more vital
for the kind of soul care we're expected
to give. It teaches us to notice the little
things like the way someone’s expression
shifts slightly after hearing some news.
In learning to read Scripture closely,
we're also learning to be present and
attentive in real-life situations. And
that presence, that attentiveness, is
incredibly important.”

As he looks toward the future, Eshelman
is excited about possibilities that blend

teaching and ministry. Campus ministry
remains a dream, rooted in his own
story of being evangelized by students
and teachers in a public high school.
“Schools have played such a big part in
my becoming a Christian,” he reflects.
“It would be amazing to be the one
sharing the Gospel in those settings.”

For those discerning a call to ministry
or wondering whether the Seminary

is the right path, Eshelman offers this
perspective: “If you have a small sense
of it, the easiest way to go through that
discernment process is to go farther —
dive in and let God figure out what
happens on the other side”

It is a fitting conclusion from someone
whose own path to the Seminary started
not with certainty, but with a question
typed into a search bar.

Sarah Maney is the communications
manager at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis.
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DR. GREGORY SELTZ

DISTINGUISHED
ALUMNUS
AWARD RECIPIENT

BY KEN OHLEMEYER

Dr. Gregory Seltz never expected

the call from Seminary President

Dr. Thomas J. Egger. Usually, calls to
Seltz, executive director of the Lutheran
Center for Religious Liberty (LCRL) in
Washington, D.C., warn of legislation
threatening religious freedoms or other
challenging news. “When I get phone
calls, it’s usually about some legislation
that’s trying to put us out of business,”
he explains.

Instead, Egger was naming Seltz the 2025
Distinguished Alumnus Award recipient.
Seltz is a three-time Concordia Seminary

Seminarian Gregory Seltz during his
playing days for Concordia Preachers.
Photo: Concordia Seminary archives
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alum: he earned a Master of Divinity
(M.Div.) (’86); a Master of Sacred
Theology (S.T.M.) ('94); and a Doctor of
Philosophy (Ph.D.) (°17).

“To have the Seminary recognize my
work was deeply meaningful,” Seltz says.
“The award touched on my services as a
church planter, pastor, the Lutheran Hour
Speaker, and my role today to protect the
church in my work in Washington?”

Seltz is in his eighth year leading the LCRL
in the nation’s capital where he provides
input, education, advocacy and resources
in support of religious liberty, the sanctity
of life and God’s design for marriage on
behalf of The Lutheran Church—Missouri
Synods (LCMS) congregations, schools,
universities and seminaries.

The award recognizes Seltz’s ministry
across multiple settings — from urban
streets to university classrooms, from
radio broadcasts to government advocacy.
His career has taken him from mission
pastor roles in Dallas and New York

City and urban ministry in Manhattan

to teaching theology and cross-cultural
ministry at Concordia University Irvine,
Irvine, Calif., before becoming the voice of
The Lutheran Hour broadcast.

Born in Detroit, Seltz enjoyed a typical
Michigan childhood — playing
basketball, attending church and
excelling academically. His strong
Christian faith developed through his
Lutheran family and teachers at Lutheran
High School West.

His basketball prowess earned honorable
mention from the Detroit News. He

was a member of the 1977 All-Metro
team, during the same era when Earvin
“Magic” Johnson dominated Michigan
high school hoops. After graduation,
Seltz headed to the University of

Michigan with dual ambitions: pursuing
medicine and walking onto Coach
Johnny Orr’s Wolverines basketball team.

University life quickly challenged his
faith. “They were laughing at my beliefs
in biology class,” he recalled. “I didn't see
how being a Christian got in the way of
doing excellent work in the lab”

While at Michigan, Seltz began taking
classes at nearby Concordia University
Ann Arbor, Ann Arbor, Mich.,
(CUAA). The faculty there made a
profound impression.

“Not only were there great science
teachers, but also great men of faith,” Seltz
says. These professors recognized his
potential and urged him toward ministry.
Though he respected pastors, Seltz never
envisioned himself in the pulpit.

Their encouragement proved
transformative. By his sophomore

year, he transferred fully to CUAA,
abandoning his Michigan studies for
religious training. He immersed himself
in theological education, learning both
ancient Greek and Hebrew.

“YOU NEED TO BE

MATURED BY THE
WORD BEFORE YOU
CAN BE USEFUL AS
A PASTOR.”

-DR. GREGORY SELTZ

Basketball remained central to Seltz’s
life at CUAA and later at Concordia
Seminary. “I loved playing basketball
at the Seminary. I think that was
very instrumental,” he says. The
court offered balance to his rigorous
academic pursuits.



His theological education provided

the essential depth he desired. “I
needed to go deep into the Scriptures
and to be challenged,” Seltz says. The
ancient languages he mastered proved
particularly valuable. “I really learned
how to read the Scriptures. You need to
be matured by the Word before you can
be useful as a pastor”

At the Seminary, Seltz found exceptional
talent both on the court and in the
classroom. “Ron Rall was our coach and
we had 14-15 guys who could play,” he
remembers. “These were guys who were
well-rounded and also great pastors.”
Seltz credits his teammates’ “muscular
faith” for shaping his ministry
philosophy, suggesting their disciplined
approach to basketball translated
meaningfully to spiritual leadership.

“IT'S HIS MINISTRY,
NOT YOUR
MINISTRY.”

-DR. GREGORY SELTZ

Two key mentors influenced Seltz during
his Seminary years: Dr. Norman Nagel
impressed him with an ability to simplify
complex concepts always getting to the
heart of the Gospel, while Dr. Guido
Merkens, Seltz’s vicarage supervisor,
instilled in him his strong missional
spirit. “You can use any opportunity to
reach a person for Christ and Merkens
taught me how to do that,” Seltz says.

Family also has played a crucial role in
Seltz’s ministry journey. “My wife, Yvette,
is gifted and she’s been a great partner. I
think she’s the better evangelist of the two
of us,” he says. “Our daughter, Devin, is
just a joy to us. She embodies the Gospel
in a way of which I couldn’t be prouder”

Reflecting on his ministry path,

Seltz maintains humility despite his
accomplishments. He speaks passionately
about his urban ministry work and

Ph.D. pursuit while acknowledging the

setbacks and challenges, including the
difficult decision to leave The
Lutheran Hour for Washington.

Through it all, Seltz learned
that “it’s His ministry, not
your ministry””

“Be open to the fact that He can take
your skills and abilities and even your
weaknesses, and they can all be useful
in His hands,” Seltz says.

The award recognizes Seltz’ service as a
faithful witness across diverse ministry
settings, always emphasizing that

the church belongs to Christ

alone. “You don't do

these things because

you're looking for

accolades,” he

says. “You do

them because

youre

supposed to

do them”

Ken Ohlemeyer is

the executive director,
communications at
Concordia Seminary, St. Lous.
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Dr. Gregory
Seltz. Photo:
Sid Hastings



PLANTING

A LEG
THAT

BY MARISSA NANIA

When Jim Rowe finalized his estate
plan, he knew it was important to
include Concordia Seminary. For him,
it wasn't just a financial decision —

it was an act of service.

“You take what you have, and you try
to make it useful for someone else,”
Rowe says.

Planned gifts like Rowe’s help cultivate
long-term support for the Seminary’s
mission — forming servants of Christ
who will carry the Gospel into the world
and sow faith for generations to come.

Roots of a Generous Life
Raised in Oberlin, Ohio, Rowe grew up
in a home that had once been a stop on
the Underground Railroad. Drawn to
math and science, he enrolled at Parks
College of Aeronautical Technology

in East St. Louis, IlL, after graduating
high school in 1944. He served in the
U.S. Navy near the end of World War II
and later earned his master’s degree in
theoretical and applied mechanics from
Iowa State University, Ames, Iowa.

It was in Ames that he met Phyllis,

his wife of 66 years, and became a
Lutheran. The couple married in 1950.
After a second stint in the Navy as a
communications officer, Rowe began a
long and fruitful career in aeronautics
and space, ultimately serving as vice
president of marketing for Aerojet.

Throughout his retirement, Rowe
has continued to cultivate service —
volunteering with IRS tax assistance
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programs and
providing meal
delivery and safe
driving classes for
the elderly. At 98,
he continues to
reflect on the many
blessings of his life.

“Every time there
was a hiccup in my
life — and I can
count them —
shortly after,
something would
happen that made it
the best thing that
ever happened to
me;” he says. “It just
turned around”

A Seed of Connection
Rowe first became connected to the
church’s educational institutions
through a donor dinner hosted by
Concordia University Irvine (CUI),
Irvine, Calif., in 2003. It was there he
met Mike Jaeger, then a development
officer, with whom he has maintained
a decades-long friendship.

“Concordia Irvine is really great,” Rowe
says. “Just like the Seminary in St. Louis
sending us all our pastors. The church’s
universities and seminaries do great work”

That evening planted a seed that

has since blossomed into lasting
commitment. Since then, Rowe has
supported a variety of ministries,
including Vision 2025, Lutheran Hour
Ministries, the Salvation Army and

is Navy cap,

Powerhouse Ministries, a program
for individuals transitioning out of
incarceration or addiction.

“It’s about bringing people into a life that is
constructive and giving to others;” he says.

Including Concordia Seminary in his
estate plan was a natural extension of
that desire to nurture transformation
and growth. “It’s about giving,” he says.
“Right from the start and right through
to the end”

Planting with Purpose
Rowe says his bequest to the Seminary
is undesignated — meant for “whatever
is most needed for whatever amount we
can give” What matters most is that the
gift continues to bear fruit.




“If you want to plant a seed for the
good of mankind, you need to do it in
a place that grows more seeds,” Rowe
says. “And that’s what the Seminary
does — because each one of those
people who leave the Seminary is going
to do the same thing all over again.

He or she is going to grow a bunch of
other seeds just by what they do. I say

‘he or she’ because I am grateful for

what the women, as deaconesses, are
doing in the church in this day and
age too. Today’s world is very different
from what it was a hundred years ago,
and it takes a much more diversified
approach to reach people”

Sowing Beyond

Your Lifetime

Rowe hopes his story will inspire others
to consider planting their own legacy
through planned giving — no matter
their financial situation.

“We don’t have a lot, but what we have,
wed like to have it be very constructively
used after we die;” he says. For Rowe,
that constructive use means sowing
seeds of service that will continue to
grow in the lives and ministries of future
church workers.

“If people want to do something that
makes a lasting difference,” he says,
“this is it”

Planning a Lasting Harvest
By including Concordia Seminary in his
estate plans, Rowe is giving more than

a gift — he is planting a legacy rooted
in service, generosity and faith. His gift
will bear fruit in the lives and ministries
of future church workers long after his
own story is complete.

Marissa Nania is a communications
specialist at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis.

SUPPORT YOUR SEM

DISCOVER
PLANNED
GIVING

Like many people, you may be
wondering what planned giving is.
Planned giving is a way to integrate
your personal, financial and estate
planning goals. The right planned
gift may provide you with tax and
income benefits while helping
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis
further our mission of preparing
church leaders. Here are some of
the most common planned gifts
you can make:

BEQUEST

Your will or trust
may include a gift
of a specific asset,
a dollar amount or
a percentage of
your estate to our
ministry.

CHARITABLE
GIFT ANNUITIES
AND CHARITABLE
REMAINDER
TRUSTS

These plans can
provide you with
lifetime income
while also leaving
a charitable gift to
the Seminary.

ENDOWMENTS

You can establish
an endowment at
the Seminary that
provides everlasting
support for our
mission while also
creating a lasting
legacy of your
generosity.

THERE ARE MANY WAYS YOU MAY BENEFIT
FROM PLANNED GIVING. CONTACT US:

800-822-5287
plannedgiving@csl.edu
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Egger reappointed to
second term

Dr. Thomas J. Egger has been appointed to a second five-

year term as Seminary president by the Board of Regents.
Egger, who has served in the role since 2021, was reappointed
following a formal review process mandated by The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) Handbook. Board

Vice Chairman Dr. Michael Staub led the review, which
included input from internal and external stakeholders.
“President Egger, with God’s help, has proven himself to be an
outstanding administrator, scholar and churchman,” said Rev.
W. Max Mons, board chairman. LCMS President Dr. Matthew
C. Harrison called Egger’s service “a wonderful gift” Egger
joined the Seminary faculty in 2005 after pastoral ministry

in Jowa and became the 11th president since the Seminary’s

1839 founding. “Serving Concordia Seminary is a joy and
privilege,” Egger said.

President Dr. Thomas J. Egger. Photo: Jill Gray
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Multiethnic
Symposium a success

Some 270 people gathered for the 2025 Multiethnic
Symposium, held May 6-7 under the theme
“Learning From Each Other: Catechesis That Raises
Up Multiethnic Leaders for the Kingdom.” Sessions
sparked conversations about how the church

can form leaders with the knowledge, skills and
spiritual maturity to faithfully serve God’s kingdom.
Attendees also enjoyed rich cultural and theological
experiences, including the 19th Annual Lecture in
Hispanic/Latino Theology and Mission, a Festival
of Nations and a Hymn Festival featuring
Laudamus, the St. Louis Lutheran Chorale,
instrumentalists and musicians. Also, a new
4-session video-based curriculum called
“Befriending Neighbors” was introduced to assist
congregations in serving immigrants.

Rev. Stephen Heimer (“11) plays trumpet and sings

with Mariachi San Pablo during the Hymn Festival.
Photo: Michael Thomas



Dollar receives
FASPE Fellowship

Ph.D. candidate Christian Dollar was selected for the
Fellowships at Auschwitz for the Study of Professional
Ethics (FASPE) this summer. Dollar, one of 14
participants chosen for the 2025 Clergy & Religious
Leaders Program from a competitive international
applicant pool, traveled to Germany and Poland for

a two-week seminar to examine ethical failures of
clergy during the Holocaust. He also collaborated with
Medical and Journalism Fellows to explore ethical
constructs across professions. “FASPE presented a
unique opportunity to study the triumphs and failures
of leadership from diverse viewpoints,” Dollar said.
The program examines clergy complicity in Nazi
policies and addresses the ongoing need for ethical
leadership. As a researcher focusing on theology and
human rights, Dollar has presented on Martin Luther’s
doctrine as tools for resisting systemic evil. He is the
sixth Seminary student to receive a FASPE Fellowship.

FASPE Fellowship recipient Christian Dollar.
Photo courtesy Christian Dollar

NEWS WORTH NOTING

Summer Carillon
Concerts ring out

Music lovers visited campus Tuesday evenings in June
for the annual Summer Carillon Concerts as part of
the 2024-25 Concordia Seminary Music Series. Guests
brought lawn chairs, blankets and picnics to enjoy
music and fellowship on the Main Quadrangle. The
free concerts also were broadcast live on KFUO Radio.
The carillon’s 49 bells have played atop the 156-foot
Luther Tower since 1971. “The carillon series is a gift
to our neighbors and the wider Lutheran community;’
said Dean of Chapel Dr. Jon Vieker, noting the carillon
is one of only 175 such instruments in North America.
Featured performers included Wim Van den Broeck
of Belgium, Toni Raats of the Netherlands, Carson
Landry of Rochester, N.Y., and Jeremy Chesman of
Springfield, Mo.

Campus guests gather in the Main Quadrangle to picnic
and enjoy the sounds of the carillon. Photo: Anna Nebeker
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Faculty authors
honored

Faculty members were honored for published work
during the 2024-25 academic year at the 16th annual
Author Reception May 13 in the Kristine Kay Hasse
Memorial Library. The event was co-hosted by
Concordia Publishing House. Dean of Faculty Dr. David
Peter said, “We celebrate the contribution that our faculty
members make to the church in researching and writing
resources for pastors, church workers, theologians

and laypeople”” Scholarly publications ranged from
commentaries and translations to articles in theological
journals and collaborative works spanning historical,
systematic, exegetical and practical theology disciplines.
For a complete list of authors scan the QR code or visit
csl.edu/newsroom.

Faculty and friends gather in the Hasse Library to
celebrate new publications. Photo: Marissa Nania

CSL.EDU

Students attend
Vocatio: High School

High school students interested in Seminary
education or vocational ministry arrived on campus
for Vocatio: High School June 21-27. The weeklong
retreat provided the opportunity to explore God’s
calling while experiencing Seminary life. Participants
engaged in theological conversations, heard from
Seminary professors and attended a Concordia
University System college fair. Group sessions
focused on Lutheran faith, aspects of vocation and
ministry calls. Students also learned about the
admissions process and the St. Louis area while
enjoying recreational activities. “Events like this
where I could spend time with other like-minded
youth from across the country helped me know

I wanted to serve in the Lord’s church as a pastor;,”
said Rev. Craig Reiter, admissions officer.



Commencement 2025 caps
186th academic year

The Seminary celebrated 73 graduating students and three
distinguished guests at its 2025 Commencement exercises rescheduled
to May 17 due to severe weather. Festivities began May 16 with

the Theological Diploma Service where Dr. James Voelz, graduate
professor of Exegetical Theology, who retired at the end of the
academic year after 50 years of teaching, delivered the sermon. Rev.
Matthew Anker, president of Lutheran Mission — Australia, gave the
Commencement address May 17, urging graduates to keep Christ
“front and center” in their ministry. During the ceremony,

Dr. Gregory Seltz received the Distinguished Alumnus Award,

Dr. Christopher Mitchell received an honorary Doctor of Letters

and Anker received an honorary Doctor of Divinity. As Seminary
President Dr. Thomas J. Egger closed the 186th academic year, he said

to the graduates, “Keep your eyes fixed on Him, even as His eyes will
continually watch over you. He Himself will lead you forth as you
proclaim the Gospel.” Read more at csl.edu/newsroom.

The Seminary’s 2025 graduates listen to the Commencement address.
Photo: Jill Gray

NEWS WORTH NOTING &

Rev. Timothy
Scharr installed

Rev. Timothy Scharr was installed Aug. 22,
2025, as director of placement during the
opening service of the 2025-26 academic

year. A Detroit native, Scharr graduated
from Concordia University Ann Arbor,
Ann Arbor, Mich., in 1980; earned his
Master of Divinity from Concordia
Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind.,
in 1984; served as president of the LCMS
Southern Illinois District from 2010-25;
and has been assistant pastor at Messiah
Lutheran Church in Carlyle, Il1., since 2020.
Scharr succeeds Dr. Glenn Nielsen, who
has served as director of placement since

2017 and will remain on faculty as a senior

professor of Practical Theology.

Rev. Timothy Scharr. Photo courtesy of
Rev. Timothy Scharr
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Theological Symposium
Nicaea 1700: This symposium seeks to answer
questions such as: How does a Christian not only
recite but also live out the Creed? How does
Nicaea provide a framework for dealing with
issues the church faces today?

csl.edu/symposium

Vocatio Retreat

Vocatio: Retreat is a three-day retreat held in the
spring and fall for college students and second-career
men and women that offers an opportunity to rest in
God’s Word and learn more about the path to full-time
service as a pastor, deaconess, missionary or chaplain.

csl.edu/admissions/visit/vocatio-retreat/

Alumni Reunion

A special welcome is extended to the jubilarian
class of 1975; the silver anniversary class of 2000

and alumni from class years ending in “5” or “0.”
The class of 2020 will be specially recognized.

csl.edu/alumni-reunion




