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'lHE 'fJ/\Y OF ATOND:iA1TT 

. ND I T:s EVAT.,U TI011! I U THE El' ISTLE mo THI~ HEBREWS 

Among the days appointed by God for the "ld Tes 1aa.r-1ent 

1·a1thf ttl one occl.tpies a unique position. Althou. h not in

cluded in 1.he thr ee 11~r eat I festivals of the Jex,ish Chur .h , 

it. iz rio uni que that in Je\·1ish litoratur e it is o1'ten c e lled 

simpl y , The Day. Ede1'sheim c a lls it " tho day i n 

· . .,hich the Ol rl Tent ament provioions f or pal'don and accep t ance 

a tta inod, s o to speo.lc, its climax' ( T'.ne Tem!)le etc., p . 303). 

This d y , .·o i mporti-.nt that 'The Talmud devotes to it a 

spec i ~l trac t a te1 (ibid. p . 304)., was the ~nnURl Dsy or Atone-

111ent., 

ITS UNI 'iUEHESS 

ever:il circums'cances point to the uniqueness and i n1-

portanc e of ·chis ds.y in the Uld Testament economy. One is 

its position in the Hebre,·, c alendt\l" • y divine apnoi nt

ment i t occurred in 1.he seventh month, Ti :mri, ,a1en the 

( sy.n1bolica l) Sabba th of n1onth s had a ~tained t o its complete

ne ss , emphasized a s a sacred month b y the special ordinance 

· lbf' the Blo¥1in of Trur11p ots f or 1 ts nor, moon. The Day of 
. 

Atonement WRS appointed to precede the annual Feast of Taber-

nacles , celebrated on f.h.o 15th of T1 shr1. ~"his month nlso 

marked the beg1nn1ms of the civil year . Secondl~F, the Day 

o.f: Atonement was the day a.p pointed f'or the !)roclnme.ti on of 
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the Year ot Jubilee, Lev. 25, 9. Thirdly, this is the only • 

day tor ,i1.1ch God commanded a tast and co::iplete cessation ot , 

uork. '1.'heretoro, it \'10.0 ltnomi also mno~ Jews simply as 

"The Fast 11 --so may be referred to in Acts 27, 9. Fourth, 

the position nesigned its ordinances m.thin the sacred record. 

Lev. 16, l 8110,,e that tlle instructions concerning this day 

uere 11.rst announcecl in connection rr1 th t he h1 stor1cal event 

r ecorded Lev. 10. Yet t he~, are not r ecorded th ere, but l ater, 

as t he conclu sion anci oulm1no.t1ng fea t ure or thnt entire sec

tio11 of t he J3oolt of Levi t1cus ril11ch no:9enecl up to the yeople 

o r I s:ro.el the way ot o.cceas to the throne of grace" (Ke11)-

t h o i nstitution of s cr1flc1a1 ofrerinBs , o r consecrnted 

pri e at s , of .9r ovisicns ror avoiding and r e:iiov1 ng defilements, 

chapt ers one to 16. 

Still more does the uniquenes s and i mportance of the 

Dny ot Atonement stand out, a s we revie -: the ord1.ne.nce s of 

t he day, and as we consic-lor the evo.luP.tlon of 1 ts fea tures 

in t he Epi s tle to tlle Hebre,1s. Such revier, and oonsi ·era tion 

i s t ho pur~ose of t hi s e ssay. 

TilS RITUAL OF THE DAY 

'l'hree !JOrtions of t he Pe11tateuch e;1.ve the ordi nn.nces 

Goel :!.ppoi nten ror t h e lay. of J\tone:11e11t. 'i'he~.r are Levi t1ctt s 

16 and 2:; , 26-32 , and Nur.tbers 29, 7-11. The l tter t \"To pol'

t1ons c 11n best b~ co n~, der .d i n conneot1on ·11 t ~1 t.,evi t 1 cu.s 16 

•1 t •:,Lich •:1e are o 11 efly concerned. Tn1s chapt er divides 

nat ur ally 1nto t ,10 m rl.n ections, I . ver ses l-2S t,hi ch i,i ve 

1nntruc t1.ons for t he r1t al of the an.v ; and , I I. verses 

. , 
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29-34, •1llich or<lnln t h e rumual obse1v nee of t he d~1.. 1 1e 

rn1Ght e l so sn~, t hat t he first section g1 ves t he instructions 

to b~ ob ser-veri by the h1ghpr1est; the second, t he 1natruc

t1ons to t he .. ,hole people. rte t lierefora t a.ke u~ the second 

section , v. 29-3~ first. 

THE AtlNUiU, 
OBsgRVAMCE 

Lev. l 6, 29-34- reo.ds: n And th1 s shall be a 

statute forever unto you: that in the seventh 

montl1 , on the tenth day of the month, ye shall afflict your 

souls, and do no work at all, ,-.i1ether it be one of y:lur o ·m 

country, or n stra11ger that soJourneth e.mong you: For on 

t hat day s 1all t he priest make an atonement for you, to 

cleanse you , t hn.t ye may be clean from all your cins before 

~,h e Lor d. It shall be a sabbath or r est unto you, .nd ye 

shall aff lict your souls , by a statute for ever. And the 

.. r1est , ·.•,hom hA shall :iuo1nt, a.ml ;::"!om ha sh"'ll co:i.secrate 

t o :ni1 1s t O!' ln t he 9r1 st• o f'f1 c~ in his !'o.ther• s stead , 

sht•l l m .lte t .e n.t onemmt, nnd shall put .. 11 t he linen clc t :1es 1 

even the holy :,nr mont s : t,1 .tl h e sh~ul mnl-.e an atouec1ent for 

t h e hol:- 9::,,nc~1.m.r ·, , , nd lle nht..tll mn. ~a m a.t enement for the 

t {1bern:.•.clc o t:1e conli- of at1on ; and for t h e c.u t· .r, m1d .e 

sh:lll m n • e llil ,1tone1 e1: t i'or tile pr! e s t s , and for all t he 

people of t he cougrega.t ion. J\nd t his - .all be $\D everlast

i ~ ste.tue unt o you, t o m:!!ie an atonement f or t ile children 

of Israel :for o.11 t :1eir sins once • year. Ar:d e did ~6 

the J..orrl com, .t2.rnied .oses. 

1'1lesa r10rcls r e.ise t he observance of the de.y to a er

~etuel ordinr.mce, (vs. 29 , 3.l, j ij.), to be observed once 
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eveey year (v. 34-), throu ,.hout Israel •s national existence 

t:.s the chosen 9eople or tha T..orrl. They set thA da.te tor the 

10th dn; cf t1.e seventh Month. Thf)Y opecl~t that t his d.a,y 

is to be 11 a s ~bb~th ct se.bbaths" (v. 31) 

obser'l.•e,i by ••nc worl· at- all" (v. 29), Md strict ta.st o.nd 

.9er.1 te11t1 .l ohnervance 

anu t h~t alao strangers and sojoumer s are to conply ,1th 

tilese. 1'hey decree that 0111:1 the h1ghprieet nho has been 

nnoi11tecl a11d consecrated sh:ill perform the r1 tos of t he dey 

(v. 32 ) 0.11d su:- er1ze in brle:!' t he purpose nnd s1gn1i'1cance 

of t he day ant1 1 tG .;pec1nl r1 tes (v. 30 , 33). T:.ese oro-.. 
visions ni•e r epeateu 1~ cn:ipter 2J, 26-33 ( •.,,he.r e the posi

ti 011 of thi s r'isy in the processic11 or se.cred d~;s is !'1xerl) 

anc~ e11phas1zed by the th re t of' 11 be1ng cttt off rrom a~:iong 

h1 s p eople" for t :.!e soul t h.at feils to obser~ie them. The 

only dc11 tionP.l fon.ture is t 1.e spec1:f'1c tJ:on of the 1"2.st as 

11 fro:1! event .:> ovo:1.111 • m.u.1bers 29, 7-ll sµ ncif10s th .t t hi s ...,. 

d~. c; ,1,._l h:ive :,. r- cinl set of ~estal sttcri fices, s 't nee 1 t 

•: o. a s9ec1'\l ~~bti:itl and ccu 1"r lnB d r!DB t· e 11 sahbatical11 } 
I 

f,ova t i •ri nt •.. ; , 11 -:;· is or cH.nc-.nce o:!e m st c ·ncl de that / 

t h r:lo 11e"~s o_ 0acrl i'ices •,ere oirarec'l on t : .1e Day cf .tone-

: .. ent: l ) t · o ••cc.nt, 1:.nu. 11 raorn1.ne; and eveninB se.c "1tlce 
'\ 

( •' • •' ~ , 3c l:-2 ; ·u:.i. 28, 3-g) ; ( 2 ) the s .. ecial fa ctal sac

rifice of' "one . oun6 bullocjt, one rn..Yl'l , and seven l a ba of 

the first ye•,1r •••••• a.ml t h.eir meet o:f't'erln3 •••.•• one l:i d of 1 

t.e goo.ts for a. si n oi':f'er1nc 11 ; und , (3) the e~q>i atory sa.c

r1:r1ces or atonement. 'l'!11 s • a.de a total of 15 an1nnls. By 



ancl.og:v. · e ··,ould e,mclu<'e Ill.so thv.t -~dnrsho1 1 s corr ect 

( 're ole • t etc. , p . 307) th".t 1f' the YoM JC1.9:9ur f'ell on a 

Sai>'ba.th , t he11 t he sabha.t1. st-lcrtficos nere also arlcled. 

TH£ SPECIAT., 
lUT.e:s 

such v,ere t he general ordinances of' the · dcy 
' ci' Atonement. l!ow as to the spoo1f'1c pro-

vi siona concerning the specific expi atory rite s ot atone

l!1ent. T"1e so ~.re iven in Lev. 16, l-2S, of' :1alch verses 

1 e.ncl 2 a1,o or an 1.ntroductol""J natur e . Connecting 1."11 t h tl1e 

death or la.dab P .. nd Ab1hu, Aaron•s sons, tor their presump

tuous tte;1pt a.t non-ordained s:icrifice (Ch. 10), the h16 -
. . 

priest 1 s ··orbiclden entry "into the holy pl ace rd thin the 

Vail l>ei'ore the mercy aes.t , ·:rhich is upon t he a r~", excep t 

t-.1i t he one t11_e (va. 2 :f':C.) and manner (v. 3r :r.) appointee!. 

ll0 \'1. (l) The r e.son ror t!1ls p rohibition is t!1,.t ent~ there 

i s equ::tl t o II ap!:,roach t o t he holineso of t hP. all-hol;r Ood" 

( 1Cc11). Cod sa~:s , l et Aaron not c me at a.11 tines into the 
' holy .:=,l a ce , etc., ''for I ':1111 -ppe11.r 1n t·_e cloud upon t ._e 

:a.! ta (l): •~·t i s r 1:1fer.e11ce to t h o deP.t!1 of Aaron ' s sons 1s 
at ti .. o . cited aG s.10·.tJin :, ~ =•:ni s- p.~ac ef.Jont II of t'1i s c ...-"I_ ter. 
; ,c '"CV :r• , a: a'll,t fro~ t he vi oent arra.."lge':lent of t .1e char; t (u•s 
1-16 t o ·:r-va t 1 s rite o a tone:nent climax all t ileoe orcU-
11.ance , t r,e posit101:i of t '1is c'ho.pt er 1s al:Jo dete?.11netl by 
·,a1e cont e:·t. verse 31 of' t he precedii,1g c apter states ~hat 
t he tm cleru111e !:ls of t ho ch ildren o'l I s r a el " .. efile ray t aoer-
ne.cle t :tr.t is u:-!Ong t llm:.111 • And. 'the cleansing of thi s ~e-
:f'1leraent 1s provide,\ 1"01" 111. the utoninG r1tu2.l. 

--
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Verses 3 to 5 first atnte t'"1e gener

'11 prop~ations t 11e h1ghpr1.est 1s 

to ake. ! o 1 o to provide himself ':11th certain anir11:al s, v1 z. , 

·.,i.lih "a youn bulloclt ror a s1n-of'fering and ,a r am for a 

bur11t oi'for1ng'' (v. 3), and with a saoond set or animals . 
t alten "of t lle congregationn, v1 z. , nt710 l:1ds ot the goats 

( CJ, ? ,!! • J .. ¥-'f , he-goats, bucks ot the r3oats) for a s1n

o.1'fer1ng , end 0110 r a tor a burnt-of'f'er1ng" (v. 5). Since 
I 

the second set or animals 1s expressly to be provided by qthe 

con r e "a tion•• , 1. e. , out of the co~ll11011 treasury, no doubt the 

first set we.a to be provided out of the personal means of the 

h1(3hpr!oot. 'l'h e il1t;hpr1oat 1s also commanded to l3Y aside 

the elabor:ite " &"Olden fiEXr1t1onts11 , the usuel robes of his oi"i'lce. 

He is to b 2.the h1 s bo;i ... , 1 "l W.!l-1) J1 0 "~ .:l Y n '"') --not 
'4J Tl • • - .. T 

merely his h:?Jlc.'ls end his 1'eet as ho did for 1;he ordinary ser--vice. He is to put 0J1 on all-~m1te costume, --body-coat, 

clrar,er s , glrdle, m1d h ee.d.-dI'eos, all mr.de 01' linen, 7 ~ , 

called 111101~· gn.rmente11 • T'11s is not t he ord1nni-,,• priest's 

,1res . , s t ha t : 11 not a ·,i-i1 te but a colored r,irdle. Yet the ' I 

ne1 t urn .• n or 11 .1! tre''. 

P -, ,I ~IJJAir.! /iRr. / G .• ::~O'l'S 
OF' T; :~ /, a ' /.\L$ 

The uso to which t•1e specified 

an1malo a r e to be put is st.":ted 

111 anera.l i n ver ses 6-10. The bulloclt of the first sot ot 

::-.nima!.s, 1s t \l be 11 ori'erad11 by t he hight priest 11and mal:.o ~ 

:1toneme11t f'or himself, and for his houae·•. By cc!:!.. arlson 

with t he instruction s tor saor11'ic1Rl o.!.'f erin s 1n cha9ter l, 

I 
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t his mea11s t ha t t he bullool· h ad t o b0 l ed ( el ther by the 

h i 13h9rlest personally or by his azs1st~11ts ) up t o t he altar 

of bur nt-ofi"er111g (n:x. lk) , 6) \i'le:re all t h e of'ferl11Bs rrere 

t o be :;>resent erl (1.ev. 17, S. 9) 11 0n t h e side of t he altar 

a~ort hw:-trd 11 (J.,ev. 1 ., 11, op • . ,, 2. f!i. 13 etc.), anc t h en l e~ 

1ng ·:11 t h h1 s 01!.e h ~.md upon the hon.d of' t h e bullock h e oas to 

conf e s s t i1e s ins or 11s o,m person am1 or t he priests . nli'or 

h is hous e" i n v erse s 6, 11 anrl 17 1s def i ned. by co 9erison 

wi t h verse 33 11 for t h e priests". ( 2> Oo:npnre also Ps nJ.~ 135 , 

19 • .!.!ex t t h o hiff . •pr i st 1:111s t o t n.!t e t he t ··10 he- t;oats cf t he 

) 80plo , E'.nd '' · r e sent t h em 11 ( not 11 oi'f'P-r11 ;- so t-1e underst and 

t lln.t t ho,: r e 1. er al y t o "be brou w,•4t u9 , \'ii t hc.u 'ii 11 conf'esslon 

of sins). T:.1 a 1 s to be done 11before t he Lord e.t t he door 

or t he ·t a'ber .1.1 cle r t ho congregation", so a.t t he DEl!.,e place 
-

wi:1.ere t he biJl l ool::. r1· a o f e red . 'l'he pU!";>ose of t 1'1..1s 11 9r es nt-

1ng11 .1s t o doc:tde by lot v1hich or tlle t w~ is t o be killed 

a na 1 ts bJ.ood uaed a s a s !.11-0:f:ferin.~ ~nd wi11ch "to be :-r e

se11t er'l ~.li ve , etc.•1 (v . 10 ). Tt'!O lot s ere t o be us ed , ''one 

l ot i'o1 .. t he t ,or d , and t 1e other for t he sc2.pegoat 11
, -il i 11 ~ 

·} 1 :St Y ~ • T'1e l ot having s: arm t llo Lor d. 1 s choice be t m:en -1 
•· T --: -

t h e oe.t s , . t :.e .. i eh pr1eat neY.t 1 s t c "cf t er'' (not br l:13, o.s 

i!o t e ( 2): T:'ll s dif f er s f r om t h e int er .. r e t a tlon o f the 
,Je "li sh mibb1 s as r r es ented b. t :ie r :i_vel"s t 1ey r ecord 
( · de-:cnho1. 1, 'i'h e 'l'e·19l e , ? • 310 , 313. · Dell tzsc., .. c , r oris , 
vol. I I , _ . 477). Ti e re t 1e p ri est i'irst mal;:,e s o ,e conr os
s1on for· h i msel f 11 a.11d my hou se11 ; t hei'l e.t t er t he ca.st ng or 
l o t s e. sec nd f or 111 an- my house, ancl t ile sons of Aaron". 
'11he i 1 .. sec .:> cl c •hfess1on i s no dot:ibt based on t he fact t h at 
ve rse ll r epe· t s t · e 1dont1cBJ. ·,or ds of v er se 6. Yet , 
?In1mun1 at a t e t h er e a r e t o be on~v t h r a e conf essions: f'or 
hi 1:is elf , i"or t .e ::rlests , f or t he whole of I sr a el (Deli tzsch , 
ibid . p . 470). 
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t he A. V. ~1ves 1 t) t he goat on -hlch t he l ot fell "for 

Jehov ~ " ('ti·. 9), and of'for ( 11n alte rea.dy") h1:.i1 tor a. s1n

o1'fer1ng. I n other 1:;ords I he 1s no·;, to molto the oc11i:ess1on 7 
of o1ns i'or t lle people \'71 t h h1a hand on t .1 s goat I a head, \ 

Jus-c e.s Ile had oontessod tor h im elf ancl tho priesthood 011 

h1 s bullock pr eviously·. '11he goa t ''for Aza.zAl" mearmh1le i:zav 

to be "sot, :placed" alive befo .i c the Lord, 1n other \'iOr.ds, 

t.ept 111 r eadiness 1·0r t he r1 te to f'olloi1 in nhich he would 

bo u s ed "to Ma;:e an atonement with him to let him go la

.Azazel into the ·1lldemess 11 ( ··1111011, consunnnt to our preaent

A.tlon helow, ·,e ·:oul ~ tronalate: 11'110 mvlto tU'l a t onement with 

h1m by aendi ng h i m f or r "1ov1n~ a·:m.v into t'1e "71lderne s 11 ). 

'i'hu s !\l.l t..,_i q 1s een to be prr.11m1nP.~'Y, dc . 1gnB.t 1nit; the use 

t or each or t hese thr ee a.ni::isls, and 11.rran(;int:; them to e-x-

; edi -.:e iih~ actuo.l "'O.Cr1fi c1:al slau~1tori J18 l ter. 'l'h t?se 

verses ••;era a.ls unii e1•stoorl a o preliminary by the Jenish 

e;:pc;:rts i n r l t ,ai , O.!l ,,rler~ e1m I s description in 11':i'he Te-1ple11 

sho·:1s . 

THE TER: t 
II .Z/' Z II 

··1e do not presune t o 'be m1 authority, b~t 1n 

our op1n.1.ou t i10 term J znzel can we_l be ex

,;l ined i n_ t i.~1 s m:l!.nor. (l) It 1 s e.tinittetlly a hap :-.: 

l e t";o .. enon , cccurrln.; only 111 t his chas=t t:r; Mence I r:..itatever 

can be <lot e:.n1ned of 1 t s me, 111 • must l>a b .~ei:1 on etyl"!ology -~ 
and its usn h Ql"'O. ( 2 ) In vor s~ 10 tbo 1natruction r ea.ds 

i1°1!l.1S,i1 ~t:ft.9~ 
TT:•- •. T-1• i J> ~ n ·t ~ ~ l'? f 1 ~ ;> ~ • J o!T t h e 

lexicon atatcs on t he val'b n ! '!/ 11 ~ ~ ~ · arson or 

thing , ·: 1th ~ :j or~~ or t·.e 9orson ll ~; ··,'1t h ~ a nd 
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inf., to ·send ~ !!2, nnyth111g n. Since here t e h~pax lego

menon 1'oll o··1s t h1 o verb ·11 t h n Lamedh, t he po s 1b111 ty exists 

t hat 1•i; c:i..n 1,e- an 1nf1n1tlve form. (3) ,·;e find Kell and · 

others co tencllng thP...t 11 t he \i:orcl 1A n more 111tans e tor:n ot 

rcmov1 t, d1mov1 t, and comes i'ro::i ? ) ? J J!., by absorb111g t he . . 
11qu1 t1 , lij~e l abel :f1"0m bnlbeJ. ( Gen. 16, 9) 1111d Golgotha from 

.,ulge.1 t a ( i•~wald 153 c) (1Ce11, Pentateuch, II, p. 39g) . This 

ei?;tu11 msk.es pos sible t he ini'lnl tive 1rlea , and gives us t h e 

possl 'ble 11ean1ng 11re _ov111g, completely t o.king a ·1e.y , carry1n ... 

away". (The u se of 011e of the other sugt3'ested. root etymo-

l o •1 es seems t o arrive at t he same t eneral i dea..) (4 ) .,e 

f i nd t..'1.c.t the te:n:i 5.s not used in the verse r 'lich details 

t l e exact u so or th! s gent a..11d e:<pl.1:Lins the meo.ning of t he.t 

use. However , t here both u.se and explano.t1on agree m. t h tlle 

i dea of 11 r P.mov1np , t :--J~lng at'la;l, car rying a t•1a.y11 • ( 5) -=:xcept 

for t he 9hra ... a c1uotecl f'rorn verse 10, '78 find the term only 

1n v erse S !.lld lOa), t h::-:.t 1s in t i.i s sectio l of ~r P.liminary 

tlVi>o1 nt :Jent . I t i s , then, .'lerel ~· !. brie ____ rles1gnate 

and ri1st111c~·t · t .e t ','0 he- tJonts a s to t heir use: the one 

·•1a - Jc 1011 ah11 t he l'>ther "le- AzP..zel". l rt , 1n spite of TCe1l's 

co11t ention ( loc. cit. p. 390) 11 '!:~.e ".':O?'• :; , one lot f or Jehova 'l 

auc oue !'or Azrt.zel r ,-:qu1r e u11co11 i t i omllly t ~ a:: Azazel sho :id 

e r r:: H ' te ll a s ::i. perso nP..1 bein.~, 111 op~osi t1on to J ehov~.h"-

wc uu s t a cl it t h ::,. t t ·~1 s 1 s no t so 11uncond1 tiona.lly re .ui r e:id" 

a s soon a s • e l:lX mi n e t he u se here. T"ne t er:a 11 l n-Jehov3J-• 11 

i s e.i'ter {!ll i nde f11 :tto , obteini r~,; it s r:te~"l111 ng f'ro:n the i'ol

loi:11nt:; c .Jn:text; and there·rore 111n- ,\ zo.zel 11 c:m be e .uP.1-Y' in-

' 
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<le:r1 111 te and nlso t a:·es 1 ts meaning f'r.>n t he follom.ri.g con

t ext. li.n '1 an Prad nard1ner obse?"1e5 (T,nng,,-f ch .rt, Cc=-mc.n

t o.r,v on T.,ev1t10,,s, p. l?.g) ''It •,oulc'I be perfectly conson11nt 

,_. 1 t h t he tt!l "'FJ oi' l n.n..,fl\J'!go thnt one goat sho 1ld be tor t..lie 

J,orc"' , nnd t he other :ror anything, or plaoc, or •1abstract1on11 , 

f or the }mire, for the w1lr emess, tor t.'1.e bearing a,-.:a,v ot 

s111a . The t -.·o ex_ rP,ss1on,; are worded 1n such parallel ta.s1'.1on 

s1ra_ ly to i~ee intact t he t"Toi"old. 1deR (l) that the t •. o goats 

are to b e tre:?.tec1 differently, yet (2 ) the rite ot one is or 
equal i mportance TI1 th t he other (therefore Dl'!o tr.o lets used). 

- -
111 t b1s vie·,, wo ·,•rould translo.te the t ·:o la.l>els "the 

one BO~t £or ,Tehovcl1 , t } e other go::.t :f'cr t aking a't'la_va or "for 

r emcvif18 ccr.1pl etely11 • '.'!c ,ould define tlle tom nz 0.11 1nf1n1-

t1vc c.- ~'!.hove indic~te<l. •.:e --:cul~. regarcl. its 1ntent1on 
. 

s1mpl~r as a label , prel1m1na1'o/ to e~a.ct o:~pl:m~tion. Thus 

~-;e ".Void :"11 idon.~ of t h devil, :::. der3on, a r.ro nteln, etc., 

·~ua c n.n concentrate attention on t .o clcs r statementn of 

ver~a 20 about the ~ur por.e o'!:' the ~on.t. • r t h1A reason -.-re 

l o . r ef er thi _ -=~ la!.at1on t c t hat c r •:unll '?' 1 :1 Theel. 

l,ua r•terl!-', vol. 2!!-1 p . l7f • , ..-!10 '9~l:-.1 ns -> ' t 1 J ehovah a..~d 

.. z ozel a s rcre~ri11t~ to C'20d, the rs_, .. st to God reve~.le as the 

P. .c .• 1c11e r i t Chr1 at, t h e other t ~ Ood r av a l ed s s t 1e A? 

r,a ~n cl. J ud.;o , t he .T\.'tsti f1 r f'or Chr1 at I s c:::ialte. 

THE ATOJl!"~-: ~t~T I ll 
THE HOLY OF IOLI ES 

The actual s :1cr1r1ce of' the :,.to1ung 

blood ls detailed 1n verses ll-20. 

'l' .e 1"1rst stop ne.s the killing of the bullool, md catching 

or llis blood, verse ll. • The neJct step was ror the high 

::riP 
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priest t t ake a censer ("coal-pan") and till it ";'11th 1,1:ve 
( ~ ) coal. :.:'ram the altar of burnt-o t·t erlng , anr to t nlte t t10 .,, 

h andtul s ot t he spec,inl incense of the tabemaole (Cf'. rex. 

30 , 34). ihus provided , the h i gh priest 9assed through t he 

holy pl ce , f ol de<.l be.cli. the "vail ni1ich 1s before t he mercy 

s eat, wi.1lci'l 1 e 11:9on t he a1•k 11 , ancl entered t he Holiest. Then, 
11 al one o.nd so_ a.rat ed i'rom all t he p eopl e 1n t he a.".'r.tul gloom 

o.J.: t h e !!ol :'t.est o ? J\l.l, only lit up b e t he reci. ulo~ of the 

coal s in t h e CA.user" ( ·.fl :rshei . ) , h l3 11:9ut ti-le i ncense upon 

t:h e f i r e ber or e t ·.e Lord , tha t t 1e cloud of t he 1noensa 1?iay 

cover• t o :1erc..: sent t ha t ! s up ::1. t he testimony·, tha t h e die 

ne t '1 ver ea,e 1:,. Of' 1cce . s1 t ~, r etrac1!'lfS his steps , since the 

oo, 1 ,nc1 i ncense W'! .tl bee?l P..11 lle could c,u•r y at first , t he 

i:l1bi'l '{iriest now ant er er.i. tho Hol~, of Holies a second t1r-]e. 

'i'r 1r. tj,1:ie he · rov~1t some or t l.e blood of t he sla in b11lloclt 

(kept rro:11 co:16ul at111(£ me-: n 1hile by t he st1:rr1n~ of e.n a.tten

dan t?J an.cl s9 r11l!.;:l cd 1·11.t h hi s i"l nger, once , "U:Jon t he mercy 

s ea t e ot •:1s.1"<1; and befor e t hA merc:•,r seat...... saven times" 

on t he r o1m~ (v. llr). iie?-auµC?. 11\'l h a. t o 1•e t u r 11 t o t he 

court e. ·a.i n , sl ey t i1e. l1e- 8o~t f or the sil'!.-of i'er i nr:; o r the 

112.t ion , 11an br1 .nf~ hi s blood of the bullock , and s9ri11~tle 1t 

1,90n t .1e mer cy se at and bef ore t he T11arcy seat 11 • Thus atone

aent i;e.s 1-;ia.de t or t he sin s of hi gh !)r l e st, 9r1e st hoor.i. , ancl 

peopl e , and t he • ol.v of Hol1As cleanserl . 

l,i t o C~): ·.1.hy Lut J.1er translntes 11 d1e He.!1.r111 , and c.t 1ar 
corll:llent :-..toi"s seiaa;-;: 1n t :1e sin lar, I c ::umot expl '1-1!1. 1n t ho 
l ace of 1" l D ~ ~ > b l dual.). 

T I 1'1' l 
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Tlle text nou continues in verse 16b with 

11and so" 1 ~ 1 . "And oo shall be de tor 

the t abenu1.cle ·of t h e co11grogation thP.t remalneth among them 

in the m1dot oi' t heir· uncleanness". Thus it 1s demanded that\ 

the a r;1ia per romed 1n t he .ol1 est Place be repeatecl. This 

· tine, ho ·,ever, they are to bo p o~f'ormed in 11 the ta'bame.cle 
I 

of t he con1ra-rege t1on11 • 'l'h1 s 7 ~ i .h ~ V :-!, , s1 nee the term) , 

1,,i:ji'i1 1s t1 sed for t h e Holiest Plnce, r.iust refer to the 

Holy Pl 11.ce, t he la1,ge portion cf t he tabernacle in vh1ch were 

ronnc1 the golcle,1 candelabra, tJ1e (,!olden t able of s_lte\"1 bread, 

and tho gol clen alt .. r of' inoensa. Here , accorcl1ng to verse 

l 6b , the hi gh pt•:.i. r.:s .. 'JI C3 t o r~ent the r1 t e s -p9r!"orr11en 1n 

the H l~,r e r . oli es--A.9r5.r l·la x"'i rat ,·d th the blood of the bul

locl';: , t h en ~·!1th t h e 'bloo<l or thP. e-oat , both once and sevan 

t:i.:Je G. -:j i , t •1h nt w~ s to t wee t" e place of tho a~~ and mercy-

cense~ Cod s~rs (v. 6) ''tl'lou shcut .:;ut 1t before t ho va1l 

that 1s ~Y t he ark ot. t 1e testirnon:·, befora the mercy sent 

t hat 1 ;:; over t 1e t est~1.:on:v, whare :t '1111 oeet m.iih thee11 • 

'l'huc t hi s a.l t a r ol i ncens e is pl oed in defi nite rela tion 

to t ~1e a :r~.. e.nd t he mercy sea t. Theu in verse 10 \VO read: 

11 Al!d. Aa r on shell m2.ite 1!11 t2.t~ne.nent upvn t he horns ot 1 t 

once a year \71 th the blood or the s111 offering of atone

ments: once 1 11 t he year shall he mnlte atone1ilent upon it 

throughout :vo,~r gene:re.t1ons: 1t 1s most holy unto t ': e Lord11 • 

It 1 R t he el.ta r or 111cen~e ;1h1oh 1s to tnlte the pl a ce of' the 
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arlt ~nd mercy- aoa.t 1n the !\toneme11t ceremony tor the Holy 
(4) 

Place --not t11e other l'lbJeots. ~q,1At1on here '!'las to be 

p eri'o1"l.1ed b~ sp:r1rJ.:l1n,.. bloocl f1rst on the hems ot the 

~olden "1.tr.i.r·, · to expiate the sins of . r1est and people, then 

seven t'-me:s on t he r:;round be!"oI'o 1 t, to affect :p1.1r1:f1cat1on 

Dur1n!£ a·.1 t h1s •tb1e , so ve1"se l71nf'oma us, the h1 'l 

9ri est v10.s to 1,e ti1e only person going 1n and out of the 

t•.1ber:1!\cle pr ope1~. 11 .Ancl t here she.11 be no mm 1n the t~ber

ne.cle of t he co>"?gregr.tion when he goeth in to malte an atone

ment 111. t: .e hol y p_a.ce, until h~ 00:10 out e.nd have made en 

a to11e.:1011t fc::a hln1sel.f, a.ml f'or • 1 s household, and for all 

t :--e conrsre~t".t1on of Israel. 11 

ATO_, :., " ;;t!T AT Thl!: 
ALTl\R I 1 '.Fri!.!; COUR'.l' 

i~?.p1 ·1tion h 0 d 11.0··-' been ma.de tor the 

Holiest and :for the Holy Place. Varse 

l · ru.1d 19 continue , "lmd 11e shall go out unto the altar tht1.t 

i a befo1"e t he r ... ord , a.ml mc.J;.e il;l atonement for 1 t; and shall 

t a -e or ·t he olooc1 0.1. tile bullock. tll'ld or t· .e bl.::od of thie 

l ote ( l~): ·1e mu Rt else r emember 1ts uGe 1n t he sin-oi"rei--
1 11 , Le-v. !.!-. 11L1k e t:1e sre•Jt r..lto.1' or bur?1t 0f!'er111.r-- , 1 t 
·,as 111 t he c ~t e :,o ,_, of 11 moP.t h ol~,11 t l11ngs (Ex. 30, 10); a 
61 stinction •111ch • ve 1 t e. r1e,ht to ~- pl .ce in the inner 
roo1u or t 1e cell ,: or holy of h.ol1os. Hence, 1n l K1111~s 6,. 
22 , it i s a~td to 11baltJn,,; to 't' .e or~.c1e11 , and 1n Hebr. 9,~, 
that c a:11ber 1 s said to h ve the 11al tar or incense". It 
did not, ho ?eV•3r, 2-ctunlly stand there but 1n tbe outer 
che.mbor, '1betore t he veil" ( :-.x. 40, 26J. i'he reason tor 
t ~is de'Qart ,re fro!!. the strict r ule of te:nt>le r!t\1aJ. \7as 
that sweet i ncense \'l:!.S to be burnt dally upoll 1 t .. ••••To 
he.ve burnt t !'l1s i ncense w1 t'h1n t he vdl \'!OUltl hn.ve ret;.uired 
repented entr1us int9 the holy 01' hol1,·•ls, wh1cl1 ent.rles 
were forbidden (Lev. 16, 2). r1 . 3h2.~ C:!ldecot t, Intei-
nat1onal stauda.rd Bible "';11cycloped1n, Vol. I, !>• lll. 



r~o:'1.t anrl p1.,t 1 I. upon t !le horns or thP. Pltllr round about. And 

h o ah~1l spr'l.nkle or tho bl:oorl upon 1 t ,·11th his fingers seven 

t1 ·=n , and olet1nse 1t, end llnllow it f'I'om uncleanness ot the 

ch ildren I . rnel". Letw!ntS the tabernacle proper, th.e high 

9r1est i s then to proceed to the great brazen altar of sacr1-

f'tce, and 1s to :9ut the blood o:r both sacrificerl animn.ls on 

t e horns of t h e altar, and then he is to spr1nltle the 

b lood. seven ti1,1es , but t his t1me not on the ground before 

t he a.lt:u· , b1.1t 011 the altar 1tseli'. A6n1n the applic"l.t1on 

01· blood t o t he 'lltar llorns~ ,..,as :ror exp1ut1on or the sins 

or priest ~J1d populc.ca. The seve11fold sprinkling ,.,ao for 

9ur1f1cat1on of t he pl ace of snor1f1ce. 

In t his vie.,., cf verse llS and 19 \'18 differ troa the in

t erpr etation of t h e Rabb1ns and many commentators. These 

holn. tha t verse 16 and 19 r et'P.r to the al.tar of incense 1n 

t h e , oly 01aoe. I n ~'!J9port thoy c1 te • x. 3(), 10, G.uoted 

o.bove 1n ,,ot;1e1~ connecti on. J\ocordlngly ,e nnn in tho 

R!U;u• , o:i:" t h , tenement as uote b,.• Deli tzscl-1 (Commenta.~ 

on H-:,br et·rn , \Tol. !I, p. l~64-4Sl) from f.!p.1rmn1 's "He.Ja.d 

hach2.znk2.11, a.nd 1 11 Edersh e5.n 1 a su :mnry of t his and other 

Rabbi! 1cal wri tin s, t ha.t the yerfor.nance of t · is rl te 1n 

t he 'l.'tnp l e of H '!lo?'O • i'ollot1ed t h is order 1n t .11s oect1on: 

11 11a: 1ng '!.i f, the b0 11l t'T.l.t?: lrllocl, 1 blood, he (the 111[~11 priest) 

next sp ri11ltl.ed once u!nvards and ·seven times. do\.m ,ards. to

wa1"Cis the vail, outside tlle r.ost Holy Place, anti then d1c.1. 

the sa:ne \,l tll t ile blood ot the goat . Fi nally, pouring the 

blood of the bullock 1n·to the bowl vhich co11tainod that oi 
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h:".:1 :held the blood ot tho bullock, so as thoroughly to com-

1ni11g le the t ·o • he apl'inkled eaol1 of the horns ot the altar 

of' ,.110<:m:"'o , 1J.:1 t hen, mnk.ing a. cle:ir plnce on t·,e al tar, 

eie•ren times t he to~ of t11e altar or incense. Ti us he had 

s_ r iuJO.P.d forty-three ti:nes ,ii t) the 8X!)1nto'.I"'.\' blood, t~1t1ng 

c :.a.re thr--.t hi~ o ·m. clro s s uld nev....--r be spotted ,.d tl1 the sln-

1-=--clen • l oo•1 . ·7ha.t ~e.a left of t ':1e blood t he high '!)r1eat 

p c,urerl out on t lie ·:,e:;t s1rie of the ' b:ise of thB 3ltar or burnt 

o - r i? ·• (T"rn Te. pla, 9 . 315:, 316). 

''!o have deo1<1ed agn.1nst this view, and \'71 th Keil (Brlet 

:?.nti. Hehr. p . 258) 12.1 d othprs ref'er this to the alter in the 

court . (l) As Kell _o1nts out:, ::i:x. JO, 10, does not state 

in w: 1ch p~t of t ~ e ritual, but on~, that llll atoner.iont tor 

t he "·lt:.?.r 1,., to be included 1n the oeremoni e!l or the day ot 

t o11ement. T'11s is therefore ft~ll._v covergd by verse 16b. 

( 2 ) •rho t.es1t,n .t1on for the altar 1n vorse lS "that 1s ba

:rore 1;he rJord. 11 is usetl tor the one :ute.r n.s ?1811 n.s tor the 

.Jthe:r. 11T!le e::o re'.':91011 'be.:"ore Jehova."'1 1 1s aoplled to the . . 

5>roseuce or God, both 1n the drt0lling (viz. 1n t :1e holy 

pl ace ".11<.1 tne hol,r of holies, e. g., L~v. 4:, 6. 7.: 16:, 13) 

and n.l~o· in t :.e court ( o. g. , Lev. 1, 5 etc.)• (Keil). 'ihen 

~'ad..Q,b anrt Abihn ( 1ec1 "hof ore .rehovah" (ch. 10) they died 

11be_ore t1e s1u1ct\Jro."Y of tht-l d'l.78ll1mJ ", 1.e. in the court ot 

the tabe1,iacle. ( 3) '!'ha e~pression "he shall !I2, 21!!" unto 

the ultar:, rloes not tollo,.., on versc· l6e. ,:f,1ioh spoke of the 

Holiest, but ft r 16b 'l'ihich spoke ot the Holy Place, and 
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1 mel'l.1ritel y n.rt ar varsA 17 ~ch t orba.de t }:a prcaence o~ any

one even 1n t h e holy : l nce nunt1l he cone out, amt hs.ive made 

en o.tono· ent "!or h1r.1eelt, anr1 ~or h1B l10usehold, end ror 311 

the congrega.t1011 of. Is1•~.0l", •::~"iCh 1s ov1dontly P- sur.inuu7 ot 

both l6a o.nd l 6b, or ::u.l t he acts pert 1111ng to the Holiest 

a.nd ~uo t he Holy Pl e.ce. Thero.rore, the first eJ1d most natural 

inte1-:·ret~t1on 1s tha t no'l7 the priest "goes out• tron t!i.e 

tabern.-:,.cle : zro ' .Jr into the court. (4) In tho sU •!llal'1 ot the 

e.tonemont rlt1,0J., v erse 33, there 1s n. d1v1s1on 1nto throe 

parts •: for the i1oly sanctue.ry, and for t'l-ie ta.benULcle of the 

:,:a J. i n.tra_ r otat i on is o:r t he ou.ter alte.r. ( 5) ~x. 29 1 42-4ls-

11 
, eot 0 13. t h :;he ch il r .n or Israel n. Tr.11 s wo '!IJUlcl. exr,,ect to 

:t1.nt1 B.l ;o 1 t 11.cl12ded 1n t h e r1 tea of t .1s d~.y. P~r:-t'\~S 

so: ~ cc .... i cler:1.tions 11!;:e those 1:5lvcn undor (4) ond (5) co.use 

sot:H·> to :,.r,su111e t hat, o.f'tc:ir t h a Hol1ent, a toner.tent mis to be 

mnrlc at t he o.1~c1.r 1n the court and tlHm fln:uly at t e altQI' 

,:J f i ncen~e. (Cp . r,.~.n .-e in Lange-Schatt Coinoenta_~ on Lev1-

t1cus , p . 126). 

'l'hii: RI'l'~ OF THE 
LIVIi.Ul GOAT 
11 T I!; ~CAPi·100 .'j.' ,, 

'i'hus all t r1e r1 tea requiring the blood 
. 

of o.toneraent had been cor.19leted. 'nle 

three greet d1v1s1O11s of ti1a tn'ilerm1ole hn.cl been oleMsed. 

J\tonemont had been a.ti'ooted tor the hilt-1 priest, the priest

hood, a.11d the . eople. ·10,1 follo·:-1ed a r1 te whose detailed 

1nterpretat1on has puzzled 1nt&J"?1'~ters through the centuries, 

verses 20-22. "He shell br1ns the l1ve goat•. The second 

I . 
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he-~ot.\t, on -.,::.uch the lot had f'allon "la-Azazol 11 , was now 

br.>uG)'l.t up be:i'o1•e the altar o-1 burnt-ott'orings, to the place 

uhera e.ll o .rf.0ri11ga ·;:ere o:rteror'I . "And Ae.ron shall lay both 

his h e.nds upo.!.l tlle l1aa.tl of tho (t;Oa i. , and oontess over h1m 

all. the 1rdqu1t1as of' the children ot Israel, · and all their 

trans ,'I'e ss,.ons in all- their B111s, putting th8111 upon the head 

or the gos.t 11 • The goat was then sent a,1r.:y by s0n1e mA.n stand~ 

il,g ready ( 1:1.ppointer.1. , prepe.red, and p resent) to be taken into 

·the c1a aert. 11,'\nt.l t he c;oat shall be11r upon him 311 their 111-

:'1. q11i tieo unto e. laml not 1nha.bited, ,,:,} * 1~{?-~;,j ,"a. 
l.;:.n C' t or r 11 • 'Pharo thA nn1mnJ. . was to i>e turned loose. ot 

, p1lsh l ng t 1 0 ~oat o f f a cl iff' to 1te death, a s done by the 

l at t=!r• J e ·,s , ou1• t ext 1:no,.,,s notM;ng. Trlug, s;vrlbollot!lly the 

nlns o t' t he peo:,:ile m~ra c e.rr1ed away, out oft trorn return to 

"'Ccuso t :i1,~ ·1s e "'rect1vely :>.J\d oornpl tely as the, gont from 

r s turn to t he camp . 

This oonolu4ed the special expiatory COI•iCLUPr G HI T!!Jl 
ron TrLr.: DAY 

:r1 tual. o-r the" 'l'here remained the 

disposal or the· carcasses of the sacr1f1ces r.iade and the 

offering of the other preooribed otf'er111!~S ot the day. Verses 

23-28 nake 9 rescr1pt1011 .ror t z!is. In token tha.t the sac-,,., 
1'1-:tic e s !')8Ci 11.ar to the day ha been com9leted, the hie;h 

? l"iest was to ro-e11ter the Holy Plaoe to take ott and lay 

dow11 (put a \'1!?.,Y) the opeo1al \'lhite garments. Then ha was to 

-a.the again. (Probably bAos.uoe the aot of lay'ing tho sins 

on the e;oat r ellderod him m1clea1111 , Kail thiuks. ~fore orobably, 
I 
l'Becv.uso 1 t u s a most holy r1 te that he had performed", 

Stoec .. h -• rot (B11>l1sche 0es o 11oh te, des J\lt. Teat., P• 119). 



After ·this be.th the high priest mis to put on 1 h1s cl9thes•, 

1. e. , the colored st,:i.t e-<.iress ot his of fice to of:1'er the 

other saarii'ices or tho day and to burn the re:t-portions ot 

tho e1n-oi'1'er11l(; s upon the altar. His ey · en,led \71 th the 

evening s u.cr1f'1ca, the burn!nt; er 111cense o..wid the ordering 

0 1· the l a:.q:, a 11'1." the holy place tor the night. r e:m't'Fil1lo the 

~ttondant s that had burnt the ca.rcc.sse c-; of the t rro- s1?!-of

:f'er1n =-s outside the camp (a procedure a;>pointacl :ror all s1n

oi't e r1n.:;s tor the ·11gh priest and the peo;:,l o as a ,ilole, 

Lev. 1~, 11. 2.1) amJ t he one that had tf!lten the goat I tor 

Azazel" into t ho ,'11.lc1omess \7iJ!'e defiled b:i,· contact t71 .. h 

t 1ase s J. 1:t-l non an1mnls. 'l'ho~efore t ho. nore to bat Le t heir 

l oRli '1nd to romain a n unclean outs1,10 the camp w1t1l the 

TH,1, SIGHIFICAHCE 

!!'his ~'la.a t he r1 tulll o t the Dn.,v of Atonement , as 1 t 

appears Zror.1 the l\lor1ptural record. ~'/h[l.t wao the s1g rt1t1-

canoe? In an s,1er 1ng t his queat1on l78 ahall discu s s the 

vari ous features 1n order, and tllen summarize. 

OifLY TnE HIGH 
PRil.!;S'l' OFFICINl.'l~S 

Th e ordina.nce of the day spec1t1es 

repeatedly that the h1g..1. prieat alone 

is to ott1c1a:ta1- he only \i.no h n.s duly succee :lod to t'!.1e 

ottioe, a11d ho.a. rcooivod the investiture to t his office in 

prescrlbed manner by anointing ancl qt1l:?.1ng '1is llands" (con

secration). so then, while the la\7 per:nltted saor1.r1ce by 

u. number of "pr1eets11 , yet atte r nll, t his i a merel y ':.>ace.use 

) 
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of the physical 1rnpos B1.b111 ty of hn.ving all the seJ"lice per-

1'or.nac1 b y one person, and 1n renlity there is but one priest, 

--the one usually called "the prlest" (ha cohen), Le., the 

.Attar r.11 God recognizes bv.t ' 0110 mediP..tor who 

1 s to moeJ.1 r.ite betvrac-m the :Jeople and their God. •·11 thout the 

'liru.e mot'liator there onn be 110 atonement. 

'l'Ht. HOLX OF 
HO!,I :!.S Ei·lT.:,Flli,1) 

Nearly ell sacrifices had their blood 

put only upon the horns of the al tar of 

bumt-of'ferlngs. Only 1n the case o:r 11 sin-01"f'er111g tor the 

priest or tor tile whole congregation does Leviticus 4 pre

scribe a clitfarent prooedure--there the blood 1s brought 

i11to the Holy Place and somo sprlnkled upon the horns ot the 

alta r ot 1noe11se. on the great Da.v of ,\tenement, however, 

the blood must be brought into the very Holy of' Holie s and 

spl'inltlc!cl clirectly upon the thron~ of God for both priest 

,, 

and people. Atonement must be made 1n th t place where God ·- · - ... ~ 
Bf:l.,Vs: 111 will a ·uaar 1n the cloud above the me:rey-r.e•\tn .. 
(Lev. 16, 2). or the ~tar o'i' burnt-of'f'er1ne; Ood indeed :;,ro-

1 .. 1 sea: ''I ,nll meet there \Vi th the chilnren of Israel' (Ex. 

29, 1~2-'"~~~); but or t he mercy sea t He says: "I ,.,111 appear 

there 11 • In other ,mron, t 1,_1s 1s t he s vs:,reme :u1d most direct 

me.n1i'estat1011 a:r the mnJost)' of the all-holy God; th1 a 1s 

the ne1-1r est ap9roach to the very Person of God malla µo ~siblo 

in the ord1.11o.noes o.r Old Testament services. And thi s. 1s , 

that Presence :f'rom wl11ch consuiain~ fire na.S:."les forth upon 

him that approe.on eiS uo'bidcl.en or a_ proaches w1 thout the re

quire aents God has deam.nded (Lev. 16, Z-2; cp. ch. 10). 

i 
i 
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\fnat holines s and stem Ju '3t1ce 111 the 1ns1 stenco upon such 

an approach! '7hnt 1nercy o.ml grn.oe and love toward the sin

ful, err111t, creR.ture in prov1dlng and opening up a poas1b1l1ty 

of l!.f):?rottoh ! At onorn~nt 1 o to provide tor the s1:mer a way 

or 119p1'0acJl to Ood. But s ch ::i.tone:11ent is oa.de po_ssible only 

Jlih rough G d 1 :; J!leroy and such aton81'4ent must be acceptable to 

His unbending holiness. 

THE BATH The h1gh priest was :requ1 red to bathe be tore en-

ter111g upon the- serv1oe ot the Day of Atonement. otaerwise 

washing the hands and teet were required; but on this day a 

full bath. Only one entirely cleansed, undefil(!d as to his 

person, is in position to approach the nll-holy Presenoe. 

Only such an one oan act as mediator. 

'.L' - E LINEN 
GARitlEM'l'S 

The ~ll-~Jhl ta gaments s.peak a 11 ··e 1a-nguage. 

Of these we are told most em~hatloally •these 

are holy gar:nent s". Keil-Dell t zs~h (P.ent~teuch, vol. II, p~ 

397) 1 ~ u11do1Jbtadly correct 111 eta.ting· , 11./\l.though in ~- 28 , 

2.4. etc.,. t he ofi1c1 l dress not only of Aaron, but of his 

so11s also , t hri.t 1 s to t==a.v , the priestly costUlile Bt)nerall.v, 
. 

ls descrlbef es 11 .oly garmonts1 , yet in the prosent chapter 

t h e word. ltodc ah, "holy", 1s 1"reQ.12ently used in an emphatio 

sense ( for ex« ple, in verses 2, 3, lll- or the most holy 

pl ace o:t' the d,veJ.llng), nnd b~ th1s prodi~a.ta the dress 1a 

charactenze<l as moat holy. ~ oreover-, it was in "bo.ddim, 

(linen) t hat the aneol ot Jehovah mis cl:othed ( Ezek. 9, 2.3. 

11; 10, 2. 6. 7.; and Dan. 10, 5; 12, 6. 7.) , whose 'l.7bole 

) 
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appearance, a.s descr1bed in Dan. 10, 6, reser.1bled t he appear

ance o:r t:1e r~lor.Y of Jehova.~, t.11h1oh Ezel-:1el so.~, 1n the vision 

of the :four cherubim (chap. 1), nnd ,1as almoat oxaotly like 

t h e e;lory ~f ,Je ous Christ, ~f11ch J '"h11 sa,,, in t h e n.~vcln.t1on 

( chap t er 1 , 13-15) 11 • 'l'l1e e vmi te (~r1rments spen.k of holiness 

r,1 t hout spot or at111n. or sh,'9.d01,'1 as easentlnl to t h t n ~:-eon 

who ,:;ould a.! •• roach God, ann a.ct as mediator tor si11nere. 

'i'HE I JiC F.HSE The first entrance into the Holiest had to be 

made w1 t h 1nce11se, a :f't.tll measure 0 1· incens e ( 11 :f"illing of the 

h ands") ap1"111kled on the sacrlfioial embers. But burning 

111cenee· v,as a symbol ot prayer (Cp. P s. 141, 2; Rev. 5, a; 
· S, 3. 4. ) • It had alco to be of the 1111oly11 incense. Thus the 

approach was her e.lded as that of n suppliant, ap~roach1ng 

by permission e;ranted by God m.mselr. The suppl1oat1on \Ya.a 

a nnounoe ci. as one to be ottered by a holy person :ind by virtue 

of an aton11,e; sacrifice. Quoting Ke11-Del1tzsch again 

(ibid. p. 399), "As bum1ng incense was a symbol or prayer, 

this covering of' the ca~poreth with the cloud of incense \'las 

a symbolical covertng of the glory of t h e "'!ont Holy one m. th 

praynr to God., 1n order that He :i11ght not see t he s111, nor 

suf fer Hi s holy wr 11.th to brep.J· forth u9on t h e sinner, but 

m1 ;-:ht gr .... ciousl.v ecce! t, 111 the blood o i' the s111-o:f'i'erl ng , 

t he souls f'or whl.ch it was presented•. 

11 FIHST J:,"011 HI :.3 
· o t!?J pgnsoJ 111 

on the. 011y of .Atonement the hi gh pr1est 

first had to ofter t he bulloclt of s1n-oi"-

1'er1ng tor his or!n person. Before mediat1!.1g tor others he 



must first flnrl atonement for i"J.s om sins ,. Thou,{ conse

crated for tile vor:; pur~os"> or being t he media.tor ot the 

peopl e , µreclaimed t he rned1ator ';Jy the ver:1 robes ot ? 1s of

fice , :yet 1e .must first s 1cr1:r1ce for h l msel!". I 1'l r.tol;'e ex- / 
/ 

altad :i:'a.~.1on -~hnn 9therr:1 se he ;1a s to :uedic.te for t he people, 

yet he wno 110 l ess in his O\m person a s1r.ner the.n a~, other 
\ 

·ta.mes . The mo 1·a , t llaratore, 011 t i11s dny the holiness or the 

Lord was empllaa1zed and the need tor e. oorrespond1n0 l")Uri ty \ 
I 

and holtness 011 t he .9nrt of the one a.9:;,ro:'-\ching Him; _th e f 

more mu t b,• co11trast t lie 1nsuf:f'io1ency or t he high priest• s ' 

per son in t h1:. rP.speot .o.!Jpear. Aft•=!r ul, 11 t he holiness / 

conmunicAt•id to the pri est iii not cancel the si n ot his 

nr.:.tur e ,. but onl y 001.rer,:,d 1 t over t or the pe:ri'o:rm:1noe or his 

o rr1c:'!.nl clut1es11 (I(ell-Dalltzsch), And t or t his n::s ... v 11; needed 

s_ .cci al covorine; as he u.ppro1J.clled the v er;1.r Prec;e:nce be:~.rond 

t:1e v a1l. 

Ho '.'1 absolute, then, the d;amand for spotle ss purl ty 1n 

the medi 1.tor !'or the peo9le ! But if' the mec11at1ng ll1~n priest 
' ' 

himself neeo.s P..'to11e:aont, 1s uo1
.; then after all 111s mediation , 

i ncompl ete? Ii' bes1da t· o various clc:,\nsi.n(ss and urif'1oa-

tiona of his oi' 'i'1c1al consecra.t1011, 1 1' beyond the s9ec1al 

sin-o:rrer11~s 1n t '1e CP.. R1c~ ot his sinnin , y et this special 

atonement 1 r.; nP.,~cled befor,~ t, e h1iJ1 p r111st c -,.n enter the 

Holy or Holies , 1 e t here not something insu:ff'ic1~11t about 

all the sn.or1t1.ces? we \'ronder if suo11 que11tions did not sug

e;eat themselves to the 1'a1 thf 11l o:r t l1e Old '!'e~t a.,uent ! 

I 



THE J3LOOJJ 'l'he hi~ pr1 eat wA.s required to brin,z blood into 

the Holy of Hol1ss , and uae it tore tonement. For his om1 

p~rson t h ~ blood of the bullock, for tho 9aople t 1e blood ot 

n he-e;on6

.; h,. .. ,_ to be offerel1.. The si{II11t1on.nce ot t·1e blood 

T.7e lean1 fro:n LP.v. 17, ll1 11 '!.,.,e lite of t he tlenh 1 in the 

:>lood; ::-md I imv . n1ven it :rou upon the altar to m11Jte !\..'1 
• ~ -I.,,. 

a toncm nt i"o1' tl1:, soul". 'f..'lis 9assage 1nrl1catea t h::i.t 11 Gor.l. 

11pp 1uted M 1e ;)lood i"or the Rl't:ir, as cont aining the aoul ot 

tn~ an1m!ll, to be tha 1nedium of a:q:>1~t1on tor tho souls of 

men". '.l'h e blood 11 n.s the v ehicle of the soul" (Keil-Delit~sch) 

11 po ssossecl. expiatory virtue, becau ae the nn1mnl soul wss of

r e r "Jti.. to God upon the ::,.ltnr as a substitute ror tha hum:m 

soul 11 • Again ·10 rea<l , Lev. 19 , 22 , 11 and tho pr1~ at sho.ll 

m=i.Jr.e ~ t oneaent f or him ~71.th the r.ll.m or the tron_ ass ofrer-

1!U !>ei"ore the Lord tor h1a s1n 'l7°11ch he ho.th done: and the 

sin ,...,:ucil he hath done s hall 1,e .for~iven h1m 11 • Acco rti.1ng to 

·~hese . ~-'-'Sti!Ie:1, tha ot.'ter1n~ or t he blood i1a.s to a.tract tor

e;1 vene ss of a1n t11 th God, and t his could be nftectad only by 

~1 ving 1~to a.e~t ll a subst1 tute that God \'IOttld a.ccept 1li tho 

s t e::td of the rda>.1 1 o 11f'3. The idea. o: s\Jbst1 tution is brour~ht 

ont olear::iy o:.r t10 crrllnS\nce (Lev. l, 4; 3, 2, e'i;c.) that the 

o t"forr->r -:ro. to l A.y h1 9 hanc'I upon thP. honc1 of' the :m1m:tl., "2.nd 

1 t shrt.ll oe tlCCop torl for b1i:i n; "~1i1e r P.b~r (by the 1r.!J0 c1 tion 

of thn hancl ) 11he oct o.p,\rt tho an1m u. a.a n oe.cr1f'1ce, repre

scntinv his oi-m per1Jon in 0?1e particula r aspect•• (ICeil-De-

li t 1.sch, Pento..t.::uch, vol. !I, p. 2 "'3). 

'l'he purpose ot the blood is "to mal~e ntone!lont" '~=? 



to cover, construed \'71 th !,~ obJeoti). Ch. 

17, ll eta.tea th :i.t the blood was to 11 cover over" the soul of' 

the s11mer; ell. l, 4 says tbe blcotl 1s to 11oover h1m11 , the 

oti'eror; ch. 4, 26, J5, eto., 11 to cover'' him ·\1ho had sinned 

as co11oei" !lng 111 o a111s. .ii'ru,:i wi1at was t h e blood nto cover'' 

t he s11111~r? oe,1. 32, 20, J:icob ex-plains t i10 reaaon tor se11d-

111g his r10·1 r 1;:se11ta ahead to Esau b:r sa..ving , 11I wlll a9-

l , J '9 
T 'T 

1,11:tshecl to modity t he wra th or his brothP.r. Aga111, ·f'1an r.i0d I s 

: •w e r.bmed e gr eo.t s11~: and noi'1 I mll c.{:> Y!> unto t 11e Lord; 

:J !.:::•n. v,m tur 'EI I s .all mn.lc.3 :m atonet:1ent i"or . ou r sins'' 

CJ ?,'} ';S ~ 11. 1 ~ f i7 ) ~,:?;j .. ~ j ~ . Th e si.u. ers are to be 

cove!'~:d vor i'ro:n iihc wro.t :1 o'! Go • Bee .u s e of h l s sin the ' 

e.nd t he ~r nce of God 1 s brought to baa.r en tho atonad. s1m1er • 

.docau se t.riis is t.1e si iifi•c· ·1ce of t !1a blood, 1 t !3 not !'or 

t e sinner t:J ddcicle ·.vj1,1t blood lle ·nll br111 , lmt God must 

y r escr1be to t he sinner wila.t i>lood ·1e will acces,t for 11 oover-. 
1.ng11 • I? that bloo,i ls b roug,1t ne~.~ to God 1,'iillch is '\COept-

able , t :::ien t '?1e 9111ner is covered over fl'o!ll m"B.th , he is atoned. 

Hio s111 is i'ol'a;,1ven h1m. C"t0d 1 s gr nce and f avor 1s ~-•·surecl 

h1m. 



TH!•~ TWO-FOLD li'OHit 
O •' SPfCf t KLING· 

The blood of t 10 bulloclt tor t e l118h 

priest, anrJ of tha he-goe..t f'o:r thP. 9eople, 

\7ns to bo s;)1'.1 l1l.t.1a:'i first onoa age.in st t l10 mero~, seat • then 

S!;Ve11 tL:1eq 011 the ground; r1rst once upon the nltnr of 1n

c e11sa , t h an s ~ven t1111es upon t11a cround ; first once upon tha 

hOZ'.!19 0 1· t ho b· azen nl t e.r , t 1en seV<•m tim1:>s upon 1 t s :3rnto. _ --
~•he s1 .•T!.i f1011.:.?oo of thin appa:u-s b, · cortpl1r1ng versee ll and 9, 

wh1ci1 st·1.te th,,,t t ho olood m.1.s to bs tor a s i n-oi':?~rlne; for 

t he :9r1eot &l<l t h e _ eo9le, a11d versa 16 which aay13 that 

t hereby t .c tabernacle \'las to b e 9ur11'1ed from de1'ile::1ent. 

Xell-Deli t zscll 1,1ri. t ea: "1'be first spr1nltli~, ,1h1ch .vas 

:par:l'o:!"'10 · once onl y , , • .,~.s for t_he expi a tion 01' the sins , first 

I 
I 

f 

of tho h1 ..,i.1 p r1ost and hi a hou .e, and then of the coru..;roe;a

t1O11 of I Gr e.al ( ohnp . 1~, 7 :u1d l S); t h e second, vi11c ,;,ras re-

rr--m th e ··:l ns or t:1e people" (r>9ntateuch , vol.II, .• 3q9). 

· Y t h e 1. l :rut , slnt,le , s9r.ink.: !i.n(:' a.t .ne~ant :md f'orr.-! veneas 

w s 4 ss1..1 r 1 ~ for t ile ~ereons. =Jy t~1e second , s9v1=1nf~11,1, sprlnk

li11c3 t ho t abernacle anrl 1 ts sacrii'!oie.l a. pointments ·1rere 

1.m cJ.er,,11ne ~ of t he ch11,'lr en of Israel , and becc.use of t oir 

t r an sfal"essi ..:>ns 1n 1:i.ll their s111s11 (_\'. 1 ' ). T:'1e t abernacle --.._ 

, nd it s so.cz•if1c1al ~00c1n.t:;1e11t0 ere om.sio.ered as instr.manta .. 
and media. used by t."1.e mediator, the hi(~h priest, in mediating 

a t oneme.111;. Yet, as 1011{; as t hey ar · touched by men oi' trans- \ 1 
e;r ess1on, sin, uncleanness, hon can they be tr1.1ly usccl tor 

atonement of sin? A ;aln, · they are vie,·red. a:;; the oha unels 
~ 

and vessels by which God 1 s grace, tnvor, and salv~tion nre 



te be brought to the people. Also 1n t ~11s vie., t11e:,• needP-d 

cleai1a~ 1,_, t:ro (l9f1.l.;)J':i.ont to ba su1 teil. to their holy pu?-po:;e. 

~•hat t ~, .re ,·m.•~ n sc11en-i',;ld sp1•1nkl 111g of blood for t :11 A :pu:r--

90 se , s .:•ve~'! to e .. hns11.a the c.ct ~s rglntocl to !"1;1 \"T::!O rested 

on t h u .v:mth rw n.nd senct1·111 cc. 1 t and no trnly ef.ficlent 

!'01, t·1e 1 :1te1lt.1e·i. F)Ur poeo. 1!01,1 utterly unclo;;in sin nppenr s by 

thic: :rltP. ! r O'"' c c:J1plete 1s t h rorg1vene .e of t h :tt sin an 

ai'fectecl b:v 

'l.'h1..; DIO.PO S>\L O lt' 
~•HJ:: CAHO.A55ES 

a to1u:1J blood! 

~he oaroassos ot the sin-o1'tor1ngs were 

treated aoco1'clin6 to the rula laid dom1. 

111 clu.1.pto:r foul' i'or t hose s1n-oi'te rll1g ti'.aich m>re brought 

1n .. ,o t t10 t ubel•nacle pro_ e1•. 11And tlle sl;.111 of t he bulloclt , 

~110. all his flesh , w1Jlih · is head, and \'11th his legs, and his 

1u:·, .rrls, ana l 1s dm,g , even· the ,iA10le imllocl: sila.ll he Ca?'1'1 
. . . 

i'orth ,.'!1 "G!1out t ,1 e camp to a clean place ,,1here t he asi es are 

i:,oure d ou ~G, and hu.r11 him 011 the \'IOOll i'l1 t h fire; ,vhero the 

a she s o.ra poured out shall he be buri1t 11 (vs . ll, 12, 21). 

~·ho body or t he s1n-o1'fer1ne; is considered the bearer of the 

sin •1hich r..a<i been i mi:,utod. to 1 t. '!'herarora it must be 11g1ven 

u_ ~G o t e effect er sin , viz. , to cieath or dest1,ict1on by t'i!'e, 

e.r1ci ·t !1a.t outsi de the camp , i n other words , outsido the lt11,s

clom cd ;o : , f .1:•o:n ,,;, 1011 overz1th i nt:; dead wo.s r emoved11 (Ke1l-

DE·li tzsc.:i: ). /.t the sa-ae time "it wa.s sacr1f1c121 flesr., and 

most holy by v11•tue oi' ite deat1!:.a.t1on 11 (loc. cit.) Ci,:. Lev. 

6, 25; 10, 17. 'l'llerei'ore it \'ta.s not to be treated as c~r

r1on, out dls~osea. ot e.n.d burnt 111 a clec 1 place. 'l'l:1s ord1-

nt\1!ce sez'Ved to cm. ha.s1 ze the fact th 1.t 1n Gou' s si ::.t the 
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animal h ~d trt.1ly been r,1ade a bearer or Din.· It had been aub

at1 tuted :i'or t c rae.a to bear his a111 in its body. T"11s beo.r-,/ 

i nt; of t h e s1n 11 11'1 1 ta 1.lod:,r" ., "ir.1_ utec1 to 1 ts bo,.i.y 11 , 10 em

pila sizeu still 1orl"i 011 t he Day of Atonement by ths ord.'\.nr..nce 

(v. 2g) "h~ t :.at burneth t hen:1 (th.c a1n-of"tor11\~s) nh:ill ·1~s.."1 

hi s cloth .s I nu" J1at)10 h1s i"l~sh 1 11 \·:;1t e!'1 a.nd e:f't ~r m,.!"d. he 

shall c• 1:ie 1 . . 1:" the camp". The e:·c':lecUn3 s111i'1.1lne:.=s of sin 

'.Vas . .9hr.1.sl zec, in :tullest pos~1ble measure. LiJ:e'rJl s o trns 

P.1t1:_-h n.s1 zod t he t ypical completeness ot ths r emoval of that 

TH.ii: il'l'J~ 01'"1 'l'HE 
SC!fp· •~ OAT 

'l'h e rl t o of t ne scape-goat i10.s cau sedper

pleXi ty to commentators slnce anc1ant 

dP:.ys. .Accoro1::is;l~, t i1ey are cl1v1dec.i. into opposing ce.'llps, 

each conter1din~ f vr some preterrr1d etymology ot the ~,ord 

"azazel 11 and gover11ing t heir 1nterpretat1011 accordingly, or 

else fi :-':ing on some other reatui,e a s the point of' dep~rture 

for t heir 11lterpretat1011. 1a oa1u1ot hope I ot coure:e, to 

oi'fer anything neu. Yet, the text gives t h e i nterpretation 

to \'1hich all in t he e11d must r etu.r.n. Let us bear 1n ;n1nd 

the rollow1~ !:oi11ts. ·/e are expreasly told (l) thnt t h1 s
goat ~·,as to be 1ipresentec before t he Lord. to make e.11 a tone

ment 71 t h 11m T'.? j . 'l ~ ~ ~ • ( On th 1 Fl IC e1l r emar;: s : n ~l:' 
with '"\ 9 ~ e.1 ray s e.pplies to t lu¾ obJect of e:-c:=, 1a t1on; pro

perly I to e:c_ !ate \71 th 1 1. e. 1 to make 1 t the ol>Ject of' ex-

pi ation , or ma11.e ex :;,1:?.tion ,;.11 t i 1 t 11 ) ( 2). 'l'h1 s goa.t was a o 

mu ch Ge 1 ~: chosen r..gent to make a tonemen t as t· e &;oc.t t hat 

was sle.111; :f'or t wo lots ve1,e u.so(l , a.nd t h e choice m.1~e before 
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J ilhov.r.tl1; he ::ms "Ao.tle to atalid be!'ore Jehov~1• to m~e atono

:n 11t wl i : !1!. 11 ; ho ·,'la s al ~o to b9 11otfar ed", ( 2"') f ,.r ) , 

.ven ao t 1..1 othnr ft ont. ( 3) ~tlis (J0 !:1.t "7',.R to be sent a"l7ny, 

a l.lve , lm-. 111nto t1u~ ·'111 erne;;a11 , :as , ji7.,)J~ 'f:) 11-~:;$ 
' 

•
1~q1~0 :.i l n. c o! o 2tt1nfi ofi , of sepn.r._t101 11 , rro 1 ,iuc: t 1nre 

''101 l 00 lt) X't~ !; l l''ll. ( 4) Pl :".cin, ~ '"ooth h i s ho.11ds ( to :aa:~e t:1.e 

net t h e ::1 ·ro Gol-.mn , 1:n: ,39 ,ivc nnd amph·i tio) on t __ h nd of 

t h e s oat , t h ~"li uh µ r1e t ha.d to 11 c ~n:reas upon him :!.ll the 

uisdeecla ( ,nj i ~ ) o:r the children of Israel, and ei.J.l their -: 

rebellions ( a Q "' '1 ~ ) \'11th reopect to ~ t!1e1r s1ns11 

( .Q .Q ~ l5J I] - 7 ?<) '1!Uln glve ( l !) f ) then u:9or1 t!'le hnR.~ 

ot '.;he J oa t 11 • ( ... ) The .9urpoqe 13 de:t'1111 tely stq.tetl 11 these 

.vord.s: 11Tl1e .g,,at ai'!all talte a.wa.v ( ~ W J ) upon h,1m all 
T r 

t i1e1r m1 odeeds to a land or sfl9arat1011". ( 6) ·:e are told 

t · out s .t , vti:c-se 3, t hat 'bo t·1 ,:;ca.ts together are to conati

tute o :ie si r ••·le sln-orfer111r.1 ( n ~ l9 n ', 11 tor _a aln-
• • I.> T - I 

o.:r eri ,1J") \"f:1l c i1 m'le.ns tlle.t the n"\c:ri t'ice of the 011e goat 

and t h e c -~rer l n-3 o~ 1 ts blood 1 s not to 'he cons1,1er~d a.part 

f ro.a , or a s <~et:?.cbed fro .. , "tlle sending a,,,ay of t ho other, 

nor vice verstJ.. T":o goats o.re use b ecause 1 t r,e.s 1· ;.9ossi"ble 

to sy b,:,11 ze everythimJ w! th ,1ust one animal. (Cp. the use 

o:r t wo bir--s n t e s1n- o!"f'ar11-:~ of' t he poor and 1n t he olee.ns-

111~ o f l eprosy (Lev. 5, 7-10; 11~, 4tt), or because the one 

animnl wa.:.; t o por tr:._v in a he1,··htane nm:1 more 1ms,rass1ve 

ma.1mar '.'£1at woul d ho.ve been done 111 another manner :it other 

occa.s1ons . Thus, 111 the off'eririgs for e111 brcut~ht tor 

pr!ncos and 1nd1v1dua.ls the priests ·.ver e 

in t he holy place II to be:'I. ~ ro1C\ talte a"18Y 

to aa.t the flesh ) 

( 11 # oJ ') ) tile 
•• T 

I 

f 



i niquity or t he co11&regatio11, to make tonement tor- them" 

(Lev . 10, 17) Le., t :'le oricst by ea.tin- .as 1t ·.iere 1ncor-' . ~ . 
::orate1 t he v1c1;1m l aden -:d t h sin a.!ltl thus a.otually took 

a,.,n.y t '1~ si rt b ;1 v1i-tue of t he hol1n ss and senctifytng 1:-o,:zer 

1>elon.1,1ng t o .11 s otnc (.,o iCe1l-Delit zsc1 , Pf!ntat ;;ch , vol. / 

I I, .• 353). ', :>not hing s1m1lnr is · one here:. The s l 'l.1n / 

' c ~.t had :m .• n acca,,:.t nd by J o lOV"'.i'l a.a n. substitute to sufi'er 

t :.e 00~1:1~quoncca of a,.n for the peo:9l e. T:,e 11,,e ~oa.t was 

t o sn oi·, t -:i:,t God in v,.ei1 o:r th11'ii &.to1'line; saori.t'ice hat cast 

t ·.e .,t i l •i; o::" ~::e s~m frc1~ His p r esence to a l and of no r e

tu rn, int~ col':i~lfltP. :f'ort~et f\.1ln ,As. Th.a memory o_ r11t1n 1s 

r;•1il t las been bnni slled f'".a."0:11 "'od I he ?'t bv t ho ntc,!1.1.ng blood 

0 1· t ho sa.cri t'ice 1·1110111 G<>d n9po1nted. 

I s WilJ1clr.1 ·d~ller •.:u.ts 1 t (International st. 31ble Eno., 

vol. I , p . 311-3 , 344-) 11 Both e;ont a , so to sa: , re:>rasEmt t -:10 

sides or the sar,e t M.ng. '.L'he second 1 s necessary to make 

J ,,, 

rep r e sent, namely , the r omovnl of t he sin, end ~ccordingly 

hn.s qui tc: oft r::n e.ptly been cllllr.d t he 1hircuo red! vi vus 1• 

But \"lha.t 1s t o be r epresented finde; 1 o e:.i:r,,r .ssion 1n the 

ceren10?1y t1f.! crihed tn vs. 2v i':f:'. Wh l-".t ever m. ba t he s1e;n1-

flc l?.nce of' ".; e l ~~·1np; on of h!\ni's i n othe?' conr..cctions , \·,he-

t .er t he !l.ri J1~Ai s 1-- l~.ced. :ilo?'e on t he d1 e o se.l or 011 the - . 
ap.:ropr1a t1 or1 of t i n pro. ert;v- , nt t h1 s plnce 1 t ,. s certa1nlit 

onl y I]. s:irnbol of the transf . r 01' g1 11 t, ni1!c i a conf'As sed 

over t he J ,i, .t a.~d 1s tl1en cnrr1ec1 into t e w!lO.erness by 

t he i503 t ,_;.9on ,,i'iic:1. 1 ·t has been l e.1 '"i .ln ort1er to mal- e t 11s 
1 



~rr.'l.nsfer c.11 t hFl Liore 1:,pr fl:-mlve, ooth tl e hnnr s :1.r'l here 

brou~lt :i.nto :ioticn , 'l.1°it.1la ~-G·, l.,mt. l, 1~ or.ly one h:-Jld d 
u ~cd. 'l. e :!'P.ct thn.t t h :: •·oe.t 1 s ncccmp,:,.niec.1. b.' .soJJeb dy o..~d 

thn.1; 1 t ~- s to be tr'.l-.a:1 to nn un3.lY'lnb1 t e r1 l:1c+1 1s ~o 1nd1-

o;,.te the ·:i. soJ.u.to 1: .. os r.:tbil1t~, ol ito rotu:rn, Lo., tha 

'l'.IE BURi1Jl' 
0 ] 1• ~:n1:m~1 

, :rter t i1e rite of the scape goat bu:-nt off'er

inf~s ·,ere t o be brought , e. r f!:il eac:1 for the 

p :rl.1..?~t ·~··l.,. 'i'or t h e pecµl e. ;-,oth were to u.ccept e rnte:Vlly

tirn decl e.r a.~~L\)!'l o 'l tloft of fo~iveness and cleansing , to 

.:i1ve H1·1 p r ai :ie .1.0~ it, and 111 gratitude to o:ri'er H1!:1 their 

;;,,rts e.nd l i ,rcs to be t:rnnstcrmed a.?J.d pur:t:f'iod by t h•J fire 

o i' Gllcl 1 s 3:>ir:t·~ 11l'to 11e·mo ss ot lite and cons~cro.tad service. 

'J.ltiJ: .. P.fll' ~Ml) 
SJ.!3.dAT.. .;.:;.,T 

I n :eep111e "11th the si ((n1:f'1cr.noe of' ~ver,J 

i ndi.vldu:u :-tn tc t :10 1v::~t1 n a s God's covenant :9eoplo es 

·:!al:?., t :·1e _::,ooµl e i.:a r o iio r o :;t 11 :l'ro:~ a:.1 worl"" th\1 3 de,,ot!ns 

t hei r o:1tir..i, m tUYided ntten':;1.on t:, t:1ls :-:.>r2;: o:r God 1 .. 

i11.U·11du'lJ. s .n, lb' t h.a oo J:re 11t'l t1on t h ey :11ght eerie 1:>e:f'ore 

(~cl \'11 t :1 true -arrow :..md co:1tr1 tion beca Ae of t'h a ~11s 4ee :ls 

a.'l.d r e'oclliona in .,q,11 t h 1:r sins •:f.11ch the~.r ".1ere to c oz11·ens, 

Md .:it'h genu1:1e desiro to r ec eive the :roratveu~s a ru10 &r ce 



,,:•.ic:'! ac c.:. ·7e.~ _.1 r 9p:'.::>.1nu i~.m1 of'i'ol" .,r; the.!!1, end ·11th slncere 

x•. :1olvc; ~o c on Lnue t\l live 111 s.cr;o1"Clance \-:111h t i?.o 9rdlmmci,9 

rts or the 

01 0 11 n bet t ~::." ... ho.i. :11,1 !lelit zs ch , ~•i10 cnl!acl this "~e Good 

.,..,1--10.'\\y of t :e Old 'J°e st waent 11 • ~•h a.t phrr.ae polnts bot!'l to 

t h.Fl ~rcu.t 1 eua e .. U(l t o t he limi te.ti ons of t he day. 

/\ dI HFC>H 
Ol1 ~I . 

,... ,. 
..... • I .•-· 

It is tha Good Fr1cl2.Y 01" the 01a 'l'estament 1n 

tha t it '"!as the g reatest single mirror or sin 

aet b e1'07•0 t ho people. lo\1 i"o:;;cibly 1 t po1'1ir~'ed sin as a 

1 oat h o 1"'rtblP. im!)uri ty and dei'ilenent l The oumula.t1ve s1g-

1l11'i c a11c e o~ t h e l1l\th rcqu.iracl of t he hi h !)1'1.cst, tile sac-

1'1 !'lce l'',:Qulr~ .. r r11,Rt for t .a o:t'i'1c1at111g p riest hi self, 

t he r e;>e a t ,1 con.i"ess,.on, 't;he clenns1n. c emnnded even for the 

t ·,ernR.ClP, o.nd 1 -:. s 11ppo1nt ii!ents trom t h e unolennneas ~1th 

\·1hich t h e oin or t he 11 divid\>al and the congregation had con

ii111n111atecl l t , t h e :im.nn .r of dispcsaJ. for t he cnrce.sses or 

t:1e sin- o_ r r~.ns-? , t 1e 1 nl l ba.th :i"o1 .. l ev1 ti ca l cl mm sing ot 

a.ll ~,ho h ri co 10 into c ... ntact ,1 t h t he si11-beari1 :..i an1.• als, 

t he demm1d for il s"Gr1ct :f'as'\i and a :c"i'liotioll o-t souls ,--all 

must col!l"o:1.ne t,, set forth sin a a n most horrible defi.le:aent. 

How ste:P,.il.y thas e rite s condcm1ed sin P.S a most daw11.1ole 

t h111~ ! ,!. ·011 t h e c 11sacr11tr:d pries t sub ject to the cc1:su:.~1ng 

fire or t11e Lord's vengeance becauae of it, unless ha 
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approaches wlth the incense of prayer---the blood of the sac

rifice required in atonement--the tams used in confessing 

the sin--how t hey drove home the tact that the sinner has 

forfeited everything and become subJect to the tull tury ot 

\.'ll'ath. How i mp z·ess1vely these rltes set forth the inability 

ot man to e~r1cate h,.mselt from the uncleannass and the 

dread \"/ages ot s1nt Every bit of instruction tor this atone

ment shows the sinner approaching only by vil'tue ot the t,ord • s 

gr ace. l!:ve:r,rthlng sho'7s atonement affected by means estab-

11 shed by the laord tor rno.n. .1hoever does not approach as a 

suppliant to this 6rnce (the entrance mth incense) nor by 

these God-appointed means has only death to e:xpect. surely, 

in Vic ,, of it all tllere ,,as reason for a call to afflict t.1le 

soul in contri tiont It is because tlle day ,as such a mirror 

of sin that some have called the Day of Atonement "t.lie national 

day of humiliation and prayern or the Old Testament. 

A .·uuloR 
Oli' GRACI!! 

But darlt as the Day of Atonement pictures sin, 

so brightly it mirrors the Lord's grace. God 

provides a metliatcr \•1},.om He m.ll accept for the people. God 

provides a ,,ay in ,.-f.!'lich that mediator can approach even to 

t ·1e Holiest Place. God Drovicles en atonement e.cc9'0table 1n . . 

t he sight of i1 s holiness and Justice. Goe"' cleanses t'rom sin 

1n thr•.t atoninr~ l>lood, yes, sends tbe guilt arra.,v t"or good. 

He accepts., again by that atonement the people as His holy 

nation and accepts their gi1"ts encl deeds of service as accept

able and pleasing in His s1c;b.t. \n1at a call it was to reJoice 

1n the Lord, t he Lord God merciful and gracious, anrl lons-
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eutf'e r1ng, and abundant 1n mel'OY and truth, mo forglveth 

1n1qu1 t y and tro.nsgress1on and sin! ~'1h~t a call to sincere 

e re.ti tude and earnest resolution to hallow Hie nomet All 

th1 s, no doubt, did not strmd out so clea rly 1n the a1nd of 

the Old Teste.mont believer as to us who applJ'Oac."1 and view 

t h l s Dey ot Atonement in the light of tultilment. Yet this 

gospel of the Aton1nt1 Blood and the Great .tecll.~tor tor Bin 

\'ras there, o.nd God I s Spir:l t by it mrked and sustained the 

saving faith,a fa1 th which could rise to such heights of 

assurance e.s 1.18 f111d expressed in -t he psalms ot David. Be

cause 111 1 ts l'l.ea.p1ng ot all the sin of' all the people on the 

substitute, nnd the complete removal ot it from them all that 

t his d ay centered, 1 t is the Old Testement •·s greatest mirror 

of' B'rnce, the Good Friday ot the Old Covenant. 

Ii PICTURE OF 
LI.llTJ\TIOH 

But ntter all, it ms still the Old Testa

ment. J\nd it mirrors the limitations of 

that covenant. This Dny of Atonements was a ded and de~ 

me.nded 111 ad.di tion to the mo.ny ceremonies or purlnca~ion 

and to t he many saori noes tor sin. Were t hey, then, not 

pictured as of limited ett1cacy? The mediator consecrated 

eccord1ncr to God 's i nst itution on this <ln..v appears as one in 

need of atonement lli11self . Is, ~hen, his mediation pla.oed 

under the shadow of queat1on--1s it after all tulland tinal 

mediation? The ti.toneme11t or t 111s day must be repented year 

by year. F:Ver:t year there 1s need (?t a netr Day ot Atone

ment. Is then also this atonement a.:rter all but a l1ra1ted, 

incomplete, 1nsuf't101e11t atonement? on th1 a day, indeed, 
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the va11 before the Holy of Holl;es '\78.S 11 tted. Yet • not the 

people dnred enter, and atter the rites were complete it w~s 

:not lifted again tor another year. '.'/as this, then, af'ter all 

but a beginni~~ or restoration? 

A Pf\QilI SE OF GREATER 
THI HGS TO COi,lE 

Although admitting itself, by its 

very requirements, insufficient• in

complete, and limi 1;ed, yet the Day of Atonement t1as a day or

dained by God Himself, and its expiation is accepted by H1m 

tor t h e people. .And so th1s singul.er day was one great pro

m1 se, a promise of tull atonement and ot a perfect ?.fed1ator 

a11d or a tull and tree entrance to the throne of God. •Thia 

de.y ,nth its all-er-ibracing expiation, foreshadowed typically 

e.nd prefi fu"'tlred prophetically the ultimate and. highest a1m of 

the Old Testmaent economy, viz., perfect reconciliation• 

(Keil-Delitzsch , Pentateuch , Vol. II, p. 263. Cp. also p. 259, 

260). 

I t is to the features. of the Day ot Atonement pointed 

out 1n t hese l a ~t t \'10 parac~ra~hs thnt attention 1s dram by 

t h e ,;rt ter of the Epistle to t \ e Hebre\"ls. It is to h1s eva

luat i on or tha Day of Atonement that we ,71.sh further to di-

:r•ect our attent ion. 
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ITS EV "1J.,UATIOH IN THE l!l>I STLE TO T:iE HEBREWS 

THE EPISTLE llEFERS TO 
THE DAY OF J.TOI E:IEMT 

That the author ot tho epistle to 

the Hebret7s ( ~ 1 oh m, ahnll quote 

hereafter simply o.s "Hebt'e,.,sn) ref'ere to the nay of' Atone-

me11t of the Olcl Testament is 09pare11t to eve17 Bible student. 

Al thou191 the na.,v 1 s never rof'erred to by name, yet the d1 s

ti ncti v e ritunl ls def'1n1tel.y referred to HebretTa chapter 7, 

27; 9, 7; 12. 25; 10, 3. 19. 20. These paosases, 1n turn, 

stt,:i.nd or eanicnll y oonnaot rl t71. th the sections in nhlch they 

oco\, r, ru'ltl lor;icn.lly oom1eoted n1 th othor raterenoes in the 

e• 1 stl e. In the:n ,.,e f'1nd the evaluation mich the author ot 

Hcbrerrs, e.11·1 t h rou , 1 him the Holy Sp1r1 t, places upon the Old 

Testrunent DF-y of Atonement. 

It 1s a high estimate th~t the author ot 
. 

Hebrens t hus e;ivee to this day. The purpose ot the epistle 

is to establish the tnith ot Je\71.sl'l corlverts ffllo stood in 

danger ot beine; oi'terided by the reproach and persecution the 

Ch r1st1:m f'e.1 t h ha.cl to meet, t7h1le being taken in by the 

seem1ne; splendor of the old Jem.sh rituel, its te:.:iple appoint

ments, and tl!e pri-v!lages 1 t seemed to enJoy in the Rome.n 

world. The e. istle t heref'ore o· .ooses t 1ie most significant 

and out sta.na.1.n1 me.r ite of the ,Je,'11sh relie1on and b;., com~ar1-

son g i o •,e ho._., inf1n1 tely nbove ther., all stl-\nde Christ o.nd ...... 
t he salvation Gm H1s name. By 1nclud1118 1n such a. dlsc11ss1on 

t h e Day or Atonement t,ha.t hifs'h rank and a1(P11f1oanoe the 

author of' the epistle ass1(9ls to 1 t ! 
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High as the ho~ m-iter ranks the 

Old Testament Day ot Atonement, he 

yet v1e\7e it as subJeot to a nugber ot llm1-to.t1ons. 1.tore, 

he points to items ln the vor,J ritual -ot the day a.a proving 

it 1no.dequa.te. For instance, he shone the hi~ priest to be 

declared b-.· the atonement r1 tual as 1nourt1cient tor the true 

fulfilment or th1 s medlo.tor.l.el office. Chapter 5, verses 

l-3, and ch. 7, 22ff', t\'10 points of insuftlcieney in the na

ture of the Old Teatament high priest are pointed out. 

The for~or pa ssage first directs attention to the pur

pose or the h 11;;ll91'1e stl~, of'f'!ce. 11F.v1J:ry hl(.:;h p:rleet taken 

f'r o n r.1~n is ordained for men in t·~ings pertaining to God, 

t h."tt h e may o:fi'e r b t!1 g1. f'ts and sacr1fices tor slns". The 

{J '~·"' h i gh p l"lcet i s- om 1ned ~ a1~ve111-,,tAJ~ , in behalf ot r.1.en 1 

,., ' ' "' ., and t h t 7"' 11eos To" u,o., 

Gott, vgl. 2, 1711 ( Kell). 

, "in ihren Bezlehungen zu 

'!' .1 q i s :f'Urther explained by the 

stntement, 11t h:, t he :nn.v otter both gif'ts and sacr1f1ces for 
C. ' ,. "' SiUS 1 U7i,e ocf<- ate TluJ~ • All t ,1is declares the highpr1estly 

office an otrice ot moc1.i nt1on tor men's guilt, nterliat1on 

nith God. Noff by t hr.t t ~ct t he pr.l.noiple a?plies: "Let an 

innocent p erso11 coce o.nd mal:e ex.91ation tor the guilty, end 

not a guilty per son come onct nt!ke expi~.tion f'o:r the guilt

less" ( Sch a f f'-T.,an •;e, Hnbre!.vs , p. 102). But Vlho.t does the 

ritual of the l)aY of Atonement reveal ot the high priest? 

( li'Qr, a s Keil, "3r1et and Hebr. a p. 125:tf quot1nc Hofman 

points out, '' t :'!e aut hor has ln min" the r1 te of the D~ of 

Atonement") It sho·1s thet the high . riest v,efK11r~, ir,IJ,'n,w. 
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He 1a enco .. passed (as one mi(#lt be by 11~~, or as by the 

skin) nit moral l7eakuess "so that he can in no oondit1on ot 

eartllly life be conceived as separate :rrom 1t1 1n a condition 

entirely 1;1depandent of humrm \'llll ( sche.f'f'-Lane;e, 1b1,':.). , 
:, J I / 

And so, J, tllu, "'" ( since rd thout tb1 s int1r:n1 ty 1 t would be 

otherwi se), he 1s under obl1ga'ti1on, J,~,'A,, , to observe 

the regulation or l,ev. 4, 3-12, anC,, particularly ot the Day 

of Atonement, Lev. 16, Has tor the peo~le, so also tor h1::i-

self, to offer for 91.ns 11 ( 1tat1 = on account ot). Ti us the 

author or Hebrer,s points to tllis requirement 01' the atone

ment r! tual as declnr1ng t · e ve~, high priest •,'4 thout whom 

observance of' the nay 1s i mpossible to be 1nau:rt1c1ent to 

act ns a ·true mediator, n •••••• de. es sich um sunende 11ertre

tung. vor Clott handelt, zu vrelcher lteln rtensch, der selber 
II II II . 

der sunung belle.rt bet'a.liigt 1st. Es gabe eben solche Vertre-

tung gnr 111.cht, v1e1m nicht Gott ale ordnete, der e.lle1n 

diesen · angel cladurch e?•setzt, dasz er sie ordnet" CKotma."1, 

quoted b y Keil, "3r1ef' ,'m d. Hebr. 11 p. 124). 

In He'br. 7, 23ff t i111 s satJe '11nf1m1tY" of all the 

(pries t s 1s p ,1nted out, nnd a aorrel:ite· 1nsurn.c1enc;v ao,ded: 

\!!The,. a1~e .9r eva11ted by d.eatl'l from abiding" ( J,~ ~ '-'""ff' 

1<1"J..f,.tr4., 11ateOC/L.:..,,,,~, viz., 1n their :,r1esthood; not ''in lite", 

as that m,uld r esult 1n au 111sutf'oral>le pl a titude and not 

tit t he succeecU 1g context). T:•is imntff'1c1ency appears in 

' ' J ' ' air,'//' the tact 11 they a r·e become priests as 111any 11 , o, I'•~ • flo~J 

( r1r.,/-rsJ ~'t'a.cJ, s.s also the orcU.nanoes of' the Dey of' Atonement 

~t7 in providing tor succes sors 111 office to Aaron. !hether 



the 11J.u~"''J is taken to rater to s1multnneoue plurru.it:,, 

referring to t he f act t hat Aaron ( Ex. 26 f) mis not 1n

steJ.lerl alom:1 but his sons m.th him, or the entire priestly 

f a.1111ly in t hem , a a Kell (Br1 !3f' an d. Hebr., p. 19J~) and 

others cont end; or -:mother 1t ls teken to r ater to successive 

plural! t y , t !'?.e est n'hl1sl:meut of a succeas1on to of f1ce, as 

mo..11Y co .tend ; t he e.r&f\Jment ot the verse remains the aa.rne. 

Th e t houbht i s t .11 s: The sinners have need c ontlm:ally to 

h :ve a :'!et'iiator ?.ct1ng 1n their bellalf' ( compare the iiolvn,r&. 

1n v. 23 , :md t ho "1,ttl' Jptf-Cr" 1n v. 27) ; since· they sin d."lily. 

But 1n t he n· ture of' the Old Testn:nent priesthood there ~,as 

ever an, nt~ain a break 1n that mediation, o.s one higll priest 

stepped into t he place ot another whom deo.t:.1 had removed 

f rom olf1ce. /J.W~l S 1 t \'1116 necessary to look fol'\'lard to an

other t o come , :ror something more. Never 1:10.s t he question , 

f i naJ.l . , compl P.tely put eside: Ia the mole ot what is nec

essary t o :tu ll reconc111a.t1011 \'11th God 110'1 forever attained? 

( Con pa re t he •~.s r~ »-•.,·n.A~.s . in the compo.rlson). 

Both 901nts avident in tile Ol"i11nanoes of t he Yorn ---

thP.t of' si n fUlne s s , and the.t of a pl1.:rality of priests be

cau se of • eeth--e. • ~o1nte " out as eo:aet · .lng 1:.1.:orrect and 

uni::at1 f 0 ctor.•, v. 26:f'f. 11 ~or suc:1 o.n h1f;h . rler.t became uo• 

( l!ue e..us\/ , was a:·proprle.te. "Tl1~t is complete 1n 

eve:ey respect, 1'1-1lly titting ror his task", Lensl;1, Inte?-p. 

or rtebr., p. 2➔2), t1e author et~tes, and then goos on to 

pictu1•e a high i::,r1est in nhom the very opposite 0 .1. t h s se un

sa t1sfaotor.v cha.r:.-.ct er1st1os tlJ'9 round. I n f'ive 1 te::is, 
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(obJeotively presented nlthou(;h the wrltor has only Jesus 1n 

mind) .J each 1 tem !'orr:1ing an o.ppos1 tion to the ra,olfToJ I 

t h e high .911.est i s charactorlzcd ,·uio 1s truly a9proprie.te to 

lih.e purpose of hi s o1"f'1ce. First, unlike -the-high priest ot 

the Old Testarent, he mu -·t be Kcr,o.s , t'J'1 thout a single speck 

of pollution (:i te:zm usecl in L.'~< for the Hebrew 1chas1df, e.e;., 

Ps. 16: 10 aml quote,1 Acts 2, 27; 13, 35). secondly, he 

must be «Kot.Kos , "m. t 1 not 11 t l'i.1ng t hat is b11d 1 base, or 

ev en morall y 111f'e rioI" attac:ling to hi m", -"i:1e hP..ve no., e:xe.ot 

English equ1valent 11 (J..,'3nak1). Thirdly, he ~ust be ~14,,:,,~TOJ' , 

11 ·.1! t .out ... st ain". T!rnse t hree adJeotive·s emDhas1ze the 

t houg11t ot :f.bsolut e a1nlessness and :>ertection. Fourt!.l.y, he 

mu st be i n a st:ite (µer:raot 9n.:rt1ciple) ot having been s epa

r a ted from s11111e r s , 11w1 t hdra,m1 from sinners" , s" that he can

not on an,y coun"li be cle.s sed w!th them. ( 5 ) And then, t1f'thly, 

ho need s "Go be II eco1ne 11.i f,;her than the heavenn, S u tha t he 1s 

ev er 1n po!.ii ticn to dev.l directly .. 4th God And tha t in t l1e 

Mote ( 5 ): ' h i o ~r t 1ci'Oi al ollrase has caused :nuch CO!!l" ent; 
even as t h ere 1s· d1 o ·reement among com: .. entators on the exe.ot 
she.cle of met'l.ro.n..; to be assi gned to the three preceding l'.dJoc
tlves. f;cme i !lteroret the 11kechoor1omenos" ot Jesus• separa
tion, by virt a of His a scensi on, tror.1 contact \'11. th a111ners, 
or i'rom t he sui'feri ngs occasioned by His work tor sinners 
(Keil, loo. cit. p . 19$). Thl s \'lould be local separation. 
Others ts'· e i. t in t h e !:ioral sense of II absolute 1r.unun1 ty from 
contagion or stai n" i•1hile outwardly d\7elling in contact w1. th 
sinne rs. T .. u s 1t seems that the force of' the \'10rlt. nnd the 
context a r e se.t1 sf'ied m th the 1 d.ev.: Though out,1ardly a man, 
so at :first glance 111 the same ole.ss with Binners, yet Jesus 
vras not Qn ~ , :iocount to be classed w1. t h sinners. Even wllen 
"made to be sin :f'or us", P.e \'IA.a still in a class by iUmself'. 
One's decision 1n the mRt ter '1111 depend on whether "kechoorls
menosq i s r eferred to t he time f ollowing t ho qheauton 
anenenglte.s" , v. 27, or ( as we do) prior to it. 
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fullest measure 11.eedi'Ul for those 71hoA8 can" and cause he 

would mediate. (Tile author, 01" course, expects his readers 

~o see at once tlla t no one but Jesus could A.ctually of'f'er 

,l.ll t his 1r1 11111 person.) . Then the M'1 ter of' Hebre't"ls adds a 

relative CJ.a.use, which "does not add to the predicates given 

a nen one'' (.i\e1l, Brief' an d. · Hebr. p. l9S: nrllgt ze den 
II 

genannte;1 l'l"adicaten n1oht e1n neues hlnzu•), but rather 

shows what the i'or0a0111g oha.racterlzat1on means tor the per

f ect ri.i@l pI•ie st' s work. It means tht\t, unl1Jte the actual 

high pri ests of iih e Old Covennnt, he would not day by day 

bear t he necesaity of having his o'l.7ll sins provided f'or and 

t hen i'i l'st o "rel" for t he sins of the peo9le, nor would he day 

b, d y b e!.\r t jie necessl ty or perf'om1ng aver 11ew saor1f'1ces 1 
or t he ;:,e l o. rrhe i'or.ner neoess1 t :y l:tovl d be out ot the / 

ue~ti n becaus e e had no sins ot a1s 0\1n; the l e.tter, be- / 

cavse (&s J OSlin a ctu?..lly <11« by oelf-sacr1f1co) he '1tould ' 

satisfy Q.!.1 require111ents forever \'11th a single sacrl:f'ice,. 

'l'his par o.;:hr n.se of verse 27 of'f'ers our soluticn ot the "cru:-: 

1ntazpretum11 r:ilsed by the stateme11't: n·;1ho needeth 11ot daily, 

a s t l:.ose high p1 .. ieots, to offer up sacrifice first f'or his 

oi:m sins, a·,c. 11 , since t!le h1e;h priest (both accord1n$ to 

t h e Old Testa.1:1ent resentation and the statements of' Hebrews, 

9, 7; 10, l) a.otu l ly did not d!lilY ofter aacr11"1ce f'or his 

ow11 sins. \'ie are o.f the opinion that the pos1 tlon asoigned 

, clenrly indicates 

that t he wrl tar wa.s fully aware of the· f'act that in a.otual 

perf'o:rrna11oe t he 1lbh pr1asts d1d not a.a.v by da..v repeat the 
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J / . , 

true, mid thnt ot""(N7/~ •.fd was day~, day---whether ao-

lmowledged only on-occasion by the obsor-vance ot Lev. 4 b y 

the h i .h prie .. t, or presuppose·d b y the special ceremonies 

of' i nnugura t1on add consecration, or vie\'led as auf'ticently 

· sa tisf ied by God's pro~isions of' those consecr atory rites 

and of the 11m1ual rite of' the Yoma Kippur1m, so mat "on the 

~trongt h of t h is blood-ac~omplished expiation, the priests 

coul d , t hroufihout the year, present in the sanctuary the 

da ily nd weelcly offerings" (Lange). The writer stresses that 

he does no t ha ve refe1•ence to the daily perf'ormance of such 

sac r i fice but to the daily need of having . this prerequisite 

ss t!sr ectorily settled ·in Ghe sight of God. Furllhermore it 

seerr1s t o us thA t 'lihe position assigned the ,.,ords a ll6'17B for the 

dou bl e refer ence of the 'A" C:-t6tfK'1"iild1cated above, looking 

both to tho f2cts jus~ stated and to the other fact t~at the 

h i h pr i e s t actually did of-fer many, a grea-t many sacrifices 

f'or the people, nnd that d9::r ~ ~:r the need for them exis41i8 

ed because of the 'infirmity" attaching to the high priest and 

because ol' t h e insufficiency of the of'f'ering sacl'i.fic·ed. Both 

thes e l a tter considerations are included 1n 'Che statement made • .,.,,,,.v,,. 
,.. ,J a ;' 1 J;' .f.. t . .,,,.},,, II ~ "'" of' Jesus '1T6Ur o o-e ,;;a,,,uiv ~P"'illt,r •-- ,t • The -r•11To here is to be 

talcen in the sense "the latter", as. it evidently is meant to 
1-.""":, 

~ - .-ac,tr• 
re.fer only to the i nunediately precedi~ u·uroe rwv:' ". ( Op.also 

the line of argument presented by I:iensld., Interp. ot Hebr. 

p.245.f'f). This presentation with its direct reference to .J~sus 1 

fulf 1lme11t of the requirement leads to a statement regarding 

the o-ch er "inf'irmity", v.28, "For the l av, ordains men high 
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prieut s possessing infirmities, but the word of the oath

s,·,eari ru~ , ( i;hat occurl:'ed) after the la,1, ( ordains) a son 

perf ected to eternity". That stat8l'llent includes, though it is 

of cours e not t he primary thoU(91t, that the plurality of high 

priest s and t heir evel:'-recurring removal from office by death 

was something f alling short of the requiaites of complete 

mediation. Thus in the very character of its high-priestly 

off iciant t4e Ol d Testament Day of Atonemrmt is shoym to 

be r the mnrks of limitation and incompleteness • 

.!l~SUl"-;_iliCIElJT BECAUSE 
OF THE SAC~ I •ICE 

Hebrews also points to the very sacri

fice which the Old Testament rite of 

a t onement offered as indicating imperfection. \'le found this 

s ·i;:li:ed i n the pnssa,~e •:1e ha,,e just revie,·,ed when tha t passage 

s >ol:e o.. the need, lihe daily need, of repeated sacrifice for 

t h e s i m; of i:he people. '.1"his 1s treated rather extensively 

i n ch p t ers 9 ond 10. -
".L'hus v,e 1~en.cl ch.9J v.6.7.,"The priests went all"tays into 

the .fi r st t abernncle ( the rore-tentJ i.e. the holy plfl ce), 

accomplish i ng the service of God. But in the senond (the inner, 

i ~e. t he holy of holies) went the high priest alone once ev

ery y ear, not without blood, ~hich he offered for himself, 

and i'or t he errors of the peop:j:e. '~ · This is a distinct ref

erence to t he Day of Atonement, and so the offerinB9 of 

tha t oay ~re difimitely included in the statement of v.9•, 

·' t h e1•e .• 11 ··e:::a o offered both gifts and snorii'ices tha t could 

not make him that did the service perfect as pertaining to 

the con !'lcience; \'lhich stood only in.n1eats and drinlcs, and 

divers ,w.sh.i.ngs, and c rnal ordinances" . As Haubner 
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sto.uea ( r alct. h'rkl. d. H. T., vol. 4, p. 492), "The tran

qu:t111z1ng of t he conscience is the end of all S6Crifices, 

deli ver!iince from t he dreadful guilt that condemns us and 

f r or11 the i'ee.r of t he avenging God. ·i·he more the conscience 

wa:-i l'lrouaed , the lesa could sacrifices appease and satisfy / 

i 'ti• l's . 51, l~" . The sacrifices coulci not bring the com-

plete ns . ur i ce of h eart that all sins have been forg iven 

by 0-od Himsel f . .1.n that sense they oam10t n,\uo'c,.,. , bring 

to the de s i red gonl. In f qct, the holy writer goes so far __) 

, ,I ' _fl ✓ ' , ' as t o sn:y of t hem , • 1,1,ovo., a r, ,-Jf ldf" °'"" ,c",t,t, 1i/o~rn ,,. X ""- t 

J,'l_d,{oo,; ~a-,1o,c,,ll,J1,<,t1Jf«ct1"e11. Rlt~l<•J .• • " ''oniy, in addition to 

(ep i) f oods nnd dri nks nnd various baptisms, ordinances about 

f l e sh" . The sacrifices were only·16rd1nances about flesh11 

( o:>.1cct:tve ~en:t t1ve), th t is, reo',ll atine; the worshipper• s 

"flesh'' , -che out'itarrl body. iho.t applies to the sacrifices 

of t he y of . t onoment, too, since they wer e just mentioned. 

·1·h i s t hou•,:ht i s aga_in repeated v. 13, " the blood ·or bulls 

and of p o ts , and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling t he un

cleo.n , sanctif' i e t h 1t o the purifying of the flesh". The 

autho1• of IIe brews here dlncleed aaoi,!bes a certa in power to 

the sacrifices ( nl so to those of the Bay of Atonement,-, yet 

what :o limited, c ircumscr ibed powerl :re quote Keil: 

''Das · l ut von 6cken und Stieren bracha~r der Hohe
pr iester dos !.¾esetzes zur Stlnune; de r Yollcs5emeinde a lljlU!r
lioh i n 11 ::i s eili g tum, um es ,·regen der unreiniglcei te~ der 
Sijfte . I srael s in allen ihren Siinden zu si\nen, Lev. 16, 16 . 
Dam1t verbindet der er r . das aus der Asche der roten Kuh 
berei tete Spren \·10.sser, welches de.zu diente, die duroh be
rHru von Tot en , wenschenleichen und Totengebe inen Unrein-
3 e~·,01•denen zu halligon ; vg . lium. 19 und d s nliho1~e uber 
diesen Ri t us i n m. b11.>l. ArchHol. par. 58. -Dies~ beiden 
Si!rwl.1 ttel d s Gesetzes hoiligten '71'tls T~ "StAf>"'.S ,<tel,l~~Tr<. 

I 
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Dos Opfer olut rein i ~te die Gemeinde von d er Unreinhoit der 
Si.\n<la , cln.s ~ms tlor Asche be1•oitote Sprcmgwasaer rein i g te 
van dc,r Un1•e i11'h.eit, clie d or Tod als Go:td der Siinde wirltte. 
Dur•:h d i e beiden Slirunittel \"JUrde aber nur de.s iluszerliche 
Verhiil t n i c de1" .i3undesg eme1n r3cho.t't der Uem~inde 1m ganzen od&r 
in e i nzel non Ulicdern, 1enn ea durch Sdnde und ~od g etrilbt 
O~C;'!r ,i-0Etd1•t .we.r , iieder horges"tellt. Diese ;iiederherst!3llung 
w:i.rd .,..i '""'-e«-.. .s K'Ol1Jo<ed'1·1ri14 genannt., 1m Untersc9.ied von ~t!helJ,,,, 
~~ <r,1-,'c(J~rn./ v.14 v r:·l. rlli t v. 9. Die ni,,...,,,.fl?J ., de.s Ge\1is:ien, 
1st dp a auf :Jein nei•silnliches ·,iechselverhl!ltni: " U Oott · ... e- . 
~iiglich e · .ijissen des t,ienachen um sich selbot. Hie1•nach 1st · 
dio der rcJr"&'iif.,o-,; entgegengesotze ~f. nicht die 1-eibliche 
Na tur de s 1 anschen, die durah Bertirung von Toten verunrein
i ~~ t ~1ord en ·,1Jire ( Bl. deW.) evenso wenig ·do die Stlnung d e r 
Si\ndc cde i-leini gung des Leives 1st.· ~°'ff 1st d a s iluszerliche, 
vou dcr i t.\nd i i,;on Ifa tur der 14enachen boeinf'luszte Verhi.ltnis 
d er Volks e emeinde zu Crodd, welches cl.urch Silnung der Stin de und 
durch Bespr one;ung cl.er mi t Toclesunreinhei t Behe.fteten r,11 t .. 
'.ila sser• von a.er Kuha sche 5ereiniBt wurde. Der Ausllruclr: f.lTloloJ 
O',lJ<.,{).t111s ~vri'fo11tt&.. , /lsche der Kuh sprengend·, d.h. ,·,olche sp rengt, 
s t ::1 1;t: ·1elche g e :3prengt w1r·c1 auf' die Verum•einigten, erlclart 
sich d a r n us , clasz es h ier nur dnrauf' a~lcam., die Uestimmune; , 
zu ,1e lo!:1e r dS.e A~lche de. 1st, gelt·end zu rna.chen, so daaz von 
1hr cir• s prl .. dicirt 1e1•den lconnte, was mi t der,1 a.us 1~9hasche be
r e i tei;cn Sprongwnsser erzielt ·mirde. Das Vez:b. t,"'-.,,T1'fourr« 1st 
he:e; e n o1,1Jo10 11 VOl'l d ~ X' !lenennung des zur Tileunu.,~ .,~os:J_esunrein-
hei t u 11 Kuho. s ch e bereiteten .Spr.eng•:11:\ssers:• p,<p-1.tlllNo" wie 
n ;1:1 ' -.~ i n de1" LXX 'iibersetzt 1st. f1e.s nicht d~s Zv,eclc, s ondern 
de11 i.i:r fol e; nn;; abe11d . ff~s rl-~111• lfAl.he,.,.,,,,..,, in Bezug e.ur die 
Reinb.e it 11 ( 11r . a n d . Hebr. p.213). 
In s 01"t , "Defilement · o.nd cleansing were a.like s:ymbol:l.o. It 

~-,a.a :· :i. t h :i.n o. well-defined cer.emonial lin1it .these snc1•i!'ices 

a nd vm.shi n .,a avl'l. iled" ( .Dodda,Exp.Or. Test. v i.,p.334). ''l'he 

Isr nelite vno offorea a lega l sacrifice maintains thereby 

h is corp orate rnembership in i;l1e Old T~stament ·covenant; and .-"" . · 

i f he offe rs '\'1th- a right disposi ti.on o:t· mini, he experien~es 

ar.i. : ns ·-1e1"i;1~ opera tion of gre.oe, l1l t · still the holy of holies 

r em::dns closed f or him1- The sacrifice rihich he of'fe1•s c annot 

\ ,r_ ... d 
~ C'G him IC'~,,.. n~nr;~, cannot g ive hinl e.n .1.mvar con-

sr.iousneas of perfect r .eoonciliat:t:on with God, perfectly 

s a tisf i ed· des i r es after salva ti n, Ql' a perfecte9, and in·,·:a rd 

peace. '!'he mp,terinl offering s · of' the le.,., are but parables 

in,:;ended to l st only till the time men the re·ali ty shnll 

.. 
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be made m,mi f est. Regarded in themselves, thoy are incapable 

of a ny oper:> tion on lihe inward po.rt of man1
' ( Deli tzsch, Com. 

on Hehr . ii, p 711. 

This insufficiency 6! the sacrifices is further set - -.... 
f'ort;h i n the 10th chapter. v.a.l we read, "The la,1 ••• year { 

b year v,i th t he as.nie sacrifices ~-,hich they are offering in 

perp otuit:1 i s never a ble t~ oring to completion those who 

di-aw n ear 11
• Thi R is an evident roferenco to the sacrifices 

or t he o.y of Atonement, whos e rites presc r i bod sacrifices 

onue every y ear ancl identical sacrifices each year. The 

,•,rite r of iieb1•ews point to this "ceaseless repetition, 

prencribed b y the law itself as the plainest sort of evi-

denc e .t:01• tho f nct tha t the goal is thereby never reached'', 

(Lenski, I nte!'}1 . of Jiebr. l>• 328). Those so.orifices cannot 

, rorJc TLMfi.cJer,~ • In p1•oof of this the author asks a question, 

"Els e , ·,oul u they not have ceased being offered becasue the 

'lorah:tp>ors , once hn ving been cleansed, h a ve no r,1ore con

scienc e in re,,a rd to sinY 11 Certainly, if, f'ine.lly, 1n some 

ye~r t hese s ncrifices had aehieved their goal, they would 

have c e a sed . For then, oleans~d ,11th enduring permanence, 

all of.' t he s ins cleansed a,.,ay, no more sins i·rould disturb 

and harr ss conscience.· If any pers on '8hntid sin a nd be 

dis t urbed in conscience; all he uould need to do ~ould IJ8 

to r e turn in repentance to that final sacrifice already 

offered (Lenslci). But tho so.cr1fioes of the Day of Atone-

ment are endlessly repea ted, nlways the same. One aets no 

f arther than 1,he others. "Completeness and finality is - \. 
not in them, c annot be" (Lenski). On the contrary ·c "',U Ol ) , 
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•'in connection with i.hem a remembr nee of ein!t year by 

yenr; for i~ is ~npossible for blood of bulls :mn g oats 

tiO ue t nlt ng a '!1ay sins". As Lenski putn it (op.cit. p.329), , 

·'The whole institution of this sacrifice is a grr.nd reminder \ 

of uins, in the ,nost serious vray b ringil16 them to tho con-

science, and thn ti alv,o.ys in the same \7ay, 1yee.r by y.ear 1 ". 

Point-bl nlt the author ot Hebrews declares it an impossibil-

i (
, r , , 

'ty t;totJ ~ ·,-o Y- l'"'f ) !'or a nimal blood, such a s offered on 

'the Do.y of t. t onoment , eve ... to take 0.\10.y ( i,"',e;,,) sins 

from 1,he sinner , "free1na him from their hold of guilt and 

pw11 shment , the sac ••if ice \'Ii th its blood pickiDB them up 

nnd utterl y t ak i n . them away11 (Lenski). "There 1 s no rela

ti n bot•:,oon tho physica l blood or animals and man1 s moral 

offonc o "' ( dd s ). :iThe blood ot animal sacrifices offered 

on t ho lta:r .. .,as indeed, under the Old Testament, a divinely 

ppoin ted means of rnaking o:tonement for human souls ( Lev. 

xv:ti , 11 , 11 I hn ve 151 ven 1 t 11 ) , but a means mo.ni.f es tly inade-

qua t; e to ncnomplish its end ••••• mie animal sacrifice was 

but shadow, a ncl yet, as ordained oy God, a true indicator 

a nd pronh ecy of another sacrifice in which the divine will 

!OUld be .!Ul l y r ccom ,lishod11 (Delitzsch, Bi' .o.n d • .t:Iebr. p.149. 

To these passages one m16ht ~ell add the argumenta tion 

o:f ch . 9 1 :~2- ~6; 10, 5-:J.;,! . Hov1ever-, the ones cited clearly 

refer to tile ay of Atonement, end 1n these the autho of 

Hebrew.a eva luntes that Day ns ~hort of ability to achieve 

fully Bn f inally 1ihe hi~h goal of satisfyinP. conscience 

and freeing men from the burden of their guilt, because 

tihe kind of sacrif ice prescribed in its rites was in its 

• 

I' 
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own strength and merits insufficient. 

IliSW FIOIEHT EC \ USE 
OF · THE PUCE ,mliRH 
THl~ RI ~~E W LS Pl!.'iUilORMED 

Interlocked with 'Che t\'70 

prec.eding considerations, 

we 1'1nd nnother insufficiency alluded to. The place \mere 

the high priest performed the functiions of hia office, e.nd 

wher e he brou•ht the sacrifice, also reveals the 1n

suf£1ciency of the Yoma. 

C'nap t er 8 , v. 5, '."18 read: ( 11 On earth •••• there are 

t>riest t h!, t offer gifts according to the la.,n) Who serve 

unto t he ex. m.pl e and shadow of eheavenly things, as hioses 

was cidmnni ~hed nf' God, vlhen he was about to malce the taber-
' 

rumle: for , See, s:iith He, that thou make all thinFs 

accordin ~ t o the pnttern shewed to thee 1n the mount". The 

au~ nr n s ierts in cle rest language that the Levitical 

priest s , .n tha t includes the hi~ ~riest in the rites of 

tihe D y 01' ~.i.onement, "uerve•• ,J."'-re.JorJ(i,1 · --•'used especially 

in cl s s ics, LXX, and l .'.1'. of service of God, with. da:bive 

of t h e person se1•ved" (Dodds),-- but they serve .:;.,.J,fp•r, 

.. .,,. 

Keil correctly brings the rem nder 

t h q. t i;h1s is not intended to De "etvtas Herabsetzendes ;'; for 

the t~bern cle i3 exp~ossly stated to be a snnctuary erected 

by tli v j.ne conn:iand nnd According to a divinely g iven patt ern. 

"Aber be i alledem i s die StiftshU.tte nls u"110'1&1rr• I("_.,} 

(T"J(,J. ,1.i:S~ !-uooe,c,.;,..;., nicht das volllconu11ene He111r;turn, in 

welch em G-ott bei soinem Volke r1irl· lich wont uncl die Ge:rn•tmde 

Israels mi t i hrom ott wahrhart verein~~t 1st. Und in 

dieser Hinsicht·: 1st der Gottesclienst, der in dem ir<lischen 

He1ligt tlllt 3epf'lea t ·11rd, unvollkommen,etc." (Keil, Br. an 
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d • liebr . p . 20'/) • Thus also the ri tea of tho Day ot 

At onem nt arc i nsufficient, a s t hey a re rites per.formed / 

in lihe s ervi ce of tho tabernacle of sh~dow and ~icture~/ 

'U110S-.,II'°' 11be~eichnet dos veranschaulichende Bild, aei 

es Vor h:llu ode1~ AblJ i l d (:hier u. 9,23) 11 (Keil); 11 a sign 

sug~estive of 1:m~rch ing 11
, ,.n delineatirm", "outline", 

p er haps :•swmest i on " woul d satisfy the present paasas e ( Dodds). 

A quo .,o. ., ... ,.,"1 .L·rom ~;, • . !5 , •l:O i s ndduoed to show the t the 

t ab ~~nacle i o described by God Himself as not the true 

lihin r~, lJUt only a copy. Like a s..lia do,1 it h ~d no independent 

existenc e , 110 subst ance in itself; but only gave assurance 

t h nt the rea lity did exi s t. 

'l'he3e t ho 1 -;ht a ocou1• again in c;_lJ.o 9th chapter, 1.Jhioh 

b e .. ins ~i1;h the ·s t fltemont: ''11l1en verily the first covenant 
. I 

had 1.l so o:a.•~linf\nces of divine service, and a wordly sanctu--

ar y r: . . I I 
..'i 1;h ;-o ·, ... "'t/'o" 1"otrp.1,co~ the author me1•ely reminds \ 

t h a•i. h e is :::p e ... ki n8 of the earthly t sbernacle, but prepare1/ 

the znintl f'or :,hat i s comiru--; . T'nen in yerses i - 5 he de-

scriDe s the r r nnuement of this tabernacle.· He brings out 

t h e ~~l o1•i es 01' t ha t t abernacle by repeating the descriptive 

adjective "· o1clen'' agnin and ap,ain 1n enumerating the 

·artic l es that belonged to the Holy of Holies< 6) After 

thi s de sc r i -otion he says in the 9th verse: " •. ·,hioh ·-.us 

~~~------------------------ ------------------ -------
Note ( 6 ). on the statement of v. 3 that the holy of holies 

~ • otr« v vJvntrc,/e,o,, , h 11s the golden altar of incense, 
compare not e 4 , p .12 .13, above. On the sta tment of v.4 that 
t h e !Olden pot of manna and Aaron I s rod were in 'Che Arl~ of 
t h e tostoment , op .Ex. 16,33; Num.17,10; l lCgs.8.9 ( 2 '1iron. 
5,10). The e;tpre s s statdJricmt Ghat in Solon1on 1 s time the 
Ark contained nothing save the two tables of stone 11nnlies 
that orig i nal l y more hnd been in it, viz. the manna and rod,_ 
as our ·:1ri te1• says • • ,hA.t had become of them, we are not told, 
hence do no t lmo\l. 
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"'1 u ,A ' ' • ' 1 
a .i. gure .1.01, the time then present" . .,,.,.,, -rr .. ~,,,,.,,, -..1s r,'1/ ""'f'O'• 
It, however, tha t t ubernaole vrith nll its exact arrange

ments f'i;:ecl b y God Hi111self, \rl. th all 1 ts golden vess els 

$1.nd e quipment, with its glorious holy of holies, yet is 

only a 'l'T'"'e~.3,l ~ , then it oould not be the reality itself'; //_. 

And so evon whon ''into the second went the hi(',h :nriest 

alo11e once every year, not \rl.thout blood, which he offered 

for h im&elf nnd for i;he errors of the people" (v.7) this 

servico or the Day of Atonement also couJd not be the 
.. ' . 

fino.l r c nlity , but a ~'4/rJ,or figure, and thnt us '°"" trZitito" 
' .. , 

7 1 Y ~ l"'i.01"11iro7"' --- which, no matter which of the J>Ossible 

expl a11ations or ''present time" sug estecl by interpreters 

we mi t aoqept, always implies that the Old Testamen~ 

'to.l, cn,no.cle ·1as but a temporary arrangement, not the great 

abiuinf , pe::rni•tnen~ reality itself. This point is ailuded 

liO once ore in r.he same chapter, v. 2lf. 11.woreover he 

(l4ose:i ) f:prinklad with blood both the tabernacle and all 
. 

the ves ,als of the ministry ••••• It was therefore necessary 
. [ , 

tha t tl1e patterns (u~o •vr~r«) of things in the heavens 

should be purified vii th these, etc • 11 Here the tabernacle 
c. r , 

and its equipment are once more declared merely ~"a'~rf'~T~ 
pa tterns, copies, sug~;estions. They are not the reality. 

\\hen heref or e on theDa:v of Atonement tho vessesl of thi•s 

"cm.:y ' ~,e re sy,rinkled ,11th the blood, this was on i;he face 

of t h ings not the final, 6enulne ''pur3ing" or purification. 
I , 

In v. 24 the sane tuary is oalled .,.,,., ..,.,,"°' 
which Delitzsch translates "a mere counterfeit of 'Che true"• 

\ C. .. 

,\nd because they are performed in the 1<o~c11<0 v ""I''"' which 
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was o~ly i,vo,u,,... , 61(1~ 
1 

rro.e"D-~-.' 
1 

Oi', ~.,,.,.,;.,,.,,._ 

of' heavenly real:1 ty, the entire rites or the Day of 

A-tonement ure 1nc1rked as lacking reality, as insufficient 

in t hernselves . 

The author of Hebrews a lso lNSUBFICIBNrl' BECAUSE 
PART OF A COVEHJ\NT 
OF SH.I\.DOWS places the evealuation of inade-/ 

ay of Atonement by proving the covenant of quacy on i;he 
I 

which it was an integral part a co~enant of shadows. In / 

cha pte1• 8 •:,e 1.'ind him sa.ying, v.•tff', "For: U that first 

covenant had IJeen faultless, then should no place have 

been sou~ht f or the second. For finding fault vdth them~ I 

Hes 1th , , ehold , the days co~e, saith the Lord, when I 

wil i. mnk e a new covenant with the house of' Israel! and wi ~ 

the ht>u Re of ,Judah ••• 11 • Then, after quoting the remainder 
I 

/ 
"In 'Chat He nf' Jer , 31, 31 - 34, the author concludes, 

. 
snith, A new covenant, He hath marle the first old. Momv 

t ha li '.'hich dec i:1.yeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish o.way." 

'l1he so ··,orda declare and prove the Old Testmnent · covenant, 

inclurling 1 ts Tiom Hakippurim, a tempor,;,.ry ar,r angement. What 

concerns our subject still more, the sta'te111ent of' v. 7, 

deollres 

the Old Te :itnment covenant subject to c.ensure, defective 

in some respect. 
J, 

It ,10.s not -'l"'",.,.,,TbJ. h'ven though the 

author i ll 1;he succeding 8th ·verse says,r-Y.-/oJMC"dJ _,:.,TOl'I , 

placing the t~ue reason t.or the fault in lihe· f aultiness 

or the people living under that covenant; yet this does 

not chnnge the truth that the Old Covenant proved un~atis

f'aotory and was actually for 'that reason set aside by a 
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a new covenant . 3ut in what did the fault or the old 

covenant c om1i s t'l 'L'he author had. already 3 iv:en one 

answer to t h i s ~tuesti on in the preceding cha11tor. 

Ob• 'l, 1 8:f' ho wro t e, 'There is verily a disannulli:ng ot 

the co ,1a.ndment going before for the vrealmess And •unprofit

ablen e s s t hereof . For the law made nothing ~erroctn. 

J.-A ' ' I I 
~ .. •'(s t..'lllc "'"wf Vlf.S he called the Uld Testament covenant, 

.J ' ~ -1 , C I 
b ee use ow._"' a Tu-tc&Jriv' 0 ~o,u,os • r1othing was broulJht to 

pe rfec t i on , to the t rue 5oal f or uhich the entire law and 

covenant ~rere g iven. But t4is sta tement\~ the author h a d 

pre1l01•ed i 'or n11d mtbstantiated in v. llf by pointing to 

the 1>1•i est h0Cl1.1 in conjunc,tion with which the law E\Xld covenant 

C. ' ' , , ) ~ h d been .,i ven , c, ">.°"'S ~e err cc1 r:, 

he..,rJ.,:,) v1.-1Dpodt. 'r11T• h e hnd ,·.iri tten. !eh.e Levi~ical priest-

hood was fm Ernse11tial part, a. foundation pier of the Old 

Test ent Cl')ve nnnt arro.nnernenta. 11;t is the soul or the 

ent i r e l er,i 0 l ntion. A!l tho arrangements of the -l a w, the 

entire acbn:nistr ntlon of t h e peo ,le, involves the priest

hood . 1f t h er e is a fail~ro in lihe priestly service, ~he 

whole sy steni brea ks down" (Dodds). The Day of Atonement, 

howeifer, was most intin1ately connected with all this,for 

ii; •;e.s i;he n ndal r e-insta tement of the Levitical priest

hood, and its seven-f old sprinkling of ~he reconciling 

blood h ad the pu r ~o $e of renewing the covenant arrongementa. 

Bu~ now God speaks in Ps. 110 ,of a priest 'orda ined after 

1.he order of I.'ielch iz~dec II And no:b after the order of 

Aaron, thus nppointing a chnnge or priesthood. That ohange, 

ho,vever, wou l cl be uncnlled f9r if .the Uld Testament 
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pr ie s t hoorl actua lly had been tulfillin~ the intendled 

purp ose '1 to Dr1Jl!! r11en nenr to God" (v.19). Thus the inade

qu acy of tho IJld Covenant, that in which was faulty, defec

'Cive, ·,a s t h i., t ha t its r,rer\t oal th11.t by it r:1en n1i3ht 

· lr,,'f ov'To ~ e~p wa s never trul-y accomplished. By bein..~ a 

!>a.rt, t h ow th evor so prominent nnd glorious, of such a 

covcnan 'C , the uny of • tenement a lDo is necenserily inade

qua t e . Th i s i s em hn.tica lly- repe e ted chap t;er 10, tnc,J..,. 
\ , ~ , \ , ., IJ,., <. ,. 
~ i/(.,., o ~OJ'C DJ 1·:3v- /f.'M).•,f'·r'41'11 °'F wt'. <tc#V'is in the 

emph n tic p l . ce, as that charncter1st1c of the lo.\7 :1hich 

determi n e s i 1; s in"dequ,acy11 (Dodds). 'l'hat t·!ru characteristic 

of' t h e en-ci r t: Ol d Covenant, It was ~hndo\/y, indefinite, 

s.nd imsulJ -c n 'ti 1. .it coul d not by its ve1•y n a ture, nor 

by ch e i ntim•1;; i on 3 of God 's str..temants, d e a l •;11th T_,.}../r,,tnJ, 

Of u ch /'\. r;cvonn.11,; the I.Jay of /lton~ment ,·,as a part, P. 

suppo 1, i n •; '>i l l 11r . So it, too, must p· rt~J,:e or "1le insf

fic i cnc;y nn d inadequacy of the coven0-nt \ti th :mich 1 t 

• "tIS I 1s · , , r ·r ·ucy 
l~OT ·.1I T"'t0Ur.r ESI H 
OH GOJ1 S S\RT 

Was then this in.'i.dequacy of the 

Day of !~ t u11ement, or its p:t:l:eat, 

its s s.c r•:i.f'1ce, i ts pl ~ce of ministry, ,-_1.nd of lihe covenant 

or .1hi ch it ~es a par~, --- ,as ail t his mere che.nce and 

accident? Hot"! sll:i.11 .e understand t h is ins\1ff'io.i.ency in 

'Che light of the f act tha t God Hin1self had so ordered 'mis 

Day of Atonement in all its parts? ~lso for this question 

the auth or of Hebrev,.., gives us e.ns ,er. !Jod d:esigned all 

this ~1th a purpose. 

Tlio clo rest sta tement on tllis \lO find in ohnptor 91 
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'71th its ind1Jbitable rote:r•ence to the Dr y ot Atonenurrnt. 

Verse 6f' .r we read, 11 lloi1 when these thing ~ wero so ·ordained, 

t he !>r i ests ;·,snt a l \'111.ys into the .:f'irst tabernacle., aooomp

lishi11' i;he s or vic:e of God. tmt into the second \':ent the 

h i t~h \'>r j.est !ll o11e once every yeo.r, not without blood, 'llhich 

h e or f ered : or h irns el f , o.nd f or the errors or the peor,le: 

Tl1e Hol y ~host t his signifying, that the way bto the 

f 

\ 
I 

I 

holie st of nJ.l was 11ot yet mo.de manifest, while as tlJ_e first .I 

t abernacle was yet s t anding='. Pointing out the tl!mee 

·vart icul 'l.r s i~l ioh bring out the impossibility ot tree 

acce s s to '·he Presence between the wings of the cherubim. 

over the \ rlc -- l} not nt my time, but only- once a year; 

2 } not by ~my nnrl all priests J>rom:l:scuou.sly , .but by the 

hi~h ~ri os t onl y ; 3} not freely, but only with the• pre

scribed b l ood ·:1a.s uccess possibl.e -- the author of Hebre\'18 

adds ro':iro [ w)."';'.,76s -rro ;;a,s~•<J•J 7111, lr;,~a,il. 11 t h is the Holy

'Sptl!:n:l;t sifmi £yi11c1 , thnt t h o way into the Holy of Holies 

had not ye -I; been 1i1ade mani f est while the i'oretent has 

still o. p l ace' , :Dodds' trnnslabion). ' Access to 1he Ho~ 

of Holie s bcin• t hus b•1r r ed ,,as an intimation that the ) 
i 

true access to God h ad not yet been furnished • • • 'mle / 

vacy object of the divis'ion of the To.barnacle· into t\10 

r o ~ms, and outer and nn inner, was to impress men with 

the f act th~t t he way ot ac~eas had not actually been 

disclosed" (Dodds, .ih.1>• Ir.Teat • ., Vol. iv, P·• 330) • Ever , 
✓ 

and a ain, when the high priest had lifted the veil to 

enter the Holiest, that veil drop 11ed back into its plQoe; 

o.l ,.qays it was a c a se of hope deterred. •I// r;;~ J1,:,~ Sl!J 
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iat n:loh t d e r ,,eg in d"ls Allorhe1118ste dos alt test. Ciottes

hnuses ; d enn d: s z tti e s r noch nioht jedem often stnnd ttar 

eine geoch ichi;li ch a 'rntsache, die nioht von dem hill• Goiste 

geof f enbnrt zu verden brauchte. Oemeinst 1st der durch 

Chri:ati ri:1ngim g in den Himmel ge6ttnete neue ~Yeg oder Ein-

-"' r - c.' gan~ in do.s Ho ili tum, wo Gott 1st, \Vie bei urooo.s .,,.,,,, •r c,,/ 

l0,19f . '' (Keil , r. a. d.Hebr., p. 231). Hereupon verse 9 
~, • ,, - l,,._JfJ , adds i;he sta t ement : )a,,s n111{!1«fJo)..,, .cr,I, ,,.,,~< P'i,e•11 o-r;-1t1.r1ws 

, 
eu,1.,,14-,;t/ll\. • Keil r emarks, ''lJiese Verse geben an, in•:lietern 

dur:h dns 3estehon des vorderen Zeltes angedeutet 1st, da sz 

dor .. e::, zum '.'l11hrh af'ten Heiligtum Gottes noch nich:t oti'enbar 

gewo clen ·1 • a Dodds translates v.9.10, 11F'or this is a 

pnr b l e fo~ the t ime lthen) present, in accordance with which 

(p arabl e ) are c>.f'i'ered both gifts and sacrifices that cannot 

nerf'ect h:i.m th·•t rloth the service as regards conscience, 

b ei nP. onl y ordinance s of t h e flesh resting upon meats and 

dr i 1k s and d i vers ua shings, imposef until the time or recti

f'ic a t :lon ' . Li lr.e the outher tent, so the entire dispensation. 

i'he .l.ievi t ic al ordinances v,ere to show in every part that 

e verythin don e ·,a s hut a tempora:by nrrangemont; was only 

someth i ng po 11tin.~ forward to o. time of 1,,:et)111nJ , a time 

of ·1put~ing thi ngs right, bringing matters ·into .a satisf'ac-
r ,;... .., , .., ,, 

tory state " . flnd a.11 this was a..,,11011-,ns "°" ""''l'C7WJ -n,, o1,r,o~ 

The Holy Ghost who s pealcs to men not only in the prophets 

but in the entil"e tt-/.J, i,/,.,,,11n•s (op. 2 Tim. 3, 16 and 

Heb. 1, 1), had all t hese arroU8ements of the Old Testament 

ritual (also those particular ordinances of the Day of Atone

inent so sraphic!llly reonlled to the m'\nds of the read "rs 
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of ·rebrows hare ), fixed and recorded so m ·.n~tely with the 

desi gn tha t bv '!.ll these signs of insuftioiency and marks 

·or tompo1•11ry intenti on m~n might be led to look :forrrard 

to a day of II satis.f'n.ctory state11 , look tor,1ard t .o the true 

pri est , the true sac r ifice, the true putting aside of the 

veil, the true opening o:f access to the fresence of God 

with 1311 this "ff'liceoi, ,do;\-, was promising. 

" Another b i t; of' God 1 s desi •n 1n o.11 this is indicated / 

i n oh:i t er 5 , v . 1 - 3. 111!:very :tt,:tgh pr:te st taken f rom ' 

amon5 m n is ordained f ro men in things pertaining to God, 

tha t he m,ly o_fe1• both rsi :fts and sacrifices for sirrs:s Who. 

can have c ompussi · n on the i gnorant, and on them that are 

out 01.' the w11y , ·for t hat he himself al~o is compassed with · 

infirm ty~A.nd b·· ren.son hereof he ought as for the people, 

so t\lso f or h i rn:el f to offer :for sin11 • Here it is sto.ted 

tlha t ono of , ;od I s purposes in ordaining high priests who 

both by reason of tho divine ordinance .(e.g! on the Day of 

At onament ) ·ind by thoir O\",n moral need had to offer first 

for t h eir orm s ins, and. then f.or the people, was thins: 

lD A ...., ~r -' ' ~ ,1 ,...,, ,r .1-• .,wu.../'r,tl rr -,,.,. .. re1(')11fl(vt.,,,, ocJl/t(l",'""I n"1;) .,,~O,J.tr,., ... - ""' r-- -' 

Keil s ays , 1114.t'IO&I~ ( vgl. Jr"o1l1<t11.7-,. 9, 7) bezeichnet ein 

in tler ,,ersur:h l ich en SchwHohe der mensch lichen lfatur be

Brtlndetes SHndi 0 en, welches infolge getrdbten sittlichen 

e'.'lUSZtssins den 08ttlichen ,Villen verkannt" (Br. an d. 

Hebr. p, 127). And f or the sake of those who under the 

Old Covenant fell into such sins of wealmess, in 11rllich they 

~"Jere over ·ome in the struggle of the Spirit against the 

f'elsh, God wanted a high priest !A-"-Tt'".,,r:t/1,iy lw.ttp1r•1J TMJ ,,,,_,,-,,,--; 
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one \7ho coul d keep the proper balanoo bet\78en stoical 

apathy and pa s s ionnto excitement, and show himself mild 

a.nd mod~r a.te rlith those uho have erred. The sincere believers 

of tho Ol d Oovenant must have relt veey keenly their fail-

uro s to live up to the s tr~ent dem!lllds of the l,toaaic 

ordi nnnces and t heir trrmss r essions. To re-assure thea_e 

true-hearted ones God wanted them to have before their 

ayes in the pe1' son or ,in high priest t'lho had tirst to aacr1.- l 

f'ice :for his o·.m sins a symbol of God1 s grace which can and 

does h._'l.ve compassi on on sim1ors. They uero not to despair 

of finding ~n undorstandin~ heart with the high priest 

who ministe r ed before the unapproe:chable holiness in the 

una.,nroachnbl e Sanctuary, but take .heart to come to him 

for h is int er cessi on and mediation uith Ood in their be-

hf\11' • 'l'hey 1:1ero to infer that since God had provided them 

:rith such n.11 hi;,;h priest, h o would also look to their humble 

nnd contr i t e :L i r it n.nd Uis prom ised Savior in t·.1hom they 

war e trust :tnr~ and would ag:iin accept them into Jiis covenant. 

At the D 3?110 t ime the ilequirement thl'l-t the high priest first 

s acrifice f or h is own sins -.-,ould tend to keep him meek and 

humble even in his exalted office. 

Thus the ver y p e.rti cul rs l'lhich the author of Hebrews 

points out a s marks ot insufficiency in the Do.y of Atone

ment, he a l so d eclares to have been desis ned by God for a 

twofold purp ose. On the one h o.nd they ,1ere designed to fit 

the s niritu 1 needs of a people living in a period of \'18.111-

i ng and expectati on. On the other hand they ,,ere designed 

to keep constantly before the minds o:t all ,mo aoriou.aly 
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consider ed t hem the fact that theae ap1,ointments h ad no 

true val ue ~n themselves, but aore a parable and shadow 

and pr omis e of a time to come when all things were to f ind 

their l,,:e411Jtlij and be brought to a truly satisfactory state. 

I 'l.1S VI tTUE DERi l/ED 
ONLY F R0 1i THE ~'/OUK 
OF emus,: 

Thus all this fits marvelously 

into the thesis of Hebrews tha t 

the c r>mi~ of. J e sus and ts work has •brought ,,oef)wnJ , 
nd t ha t nll vi !'tue and VRlue ot t he Old Testa111ent ord:!in

onc e s derived only f'r om Him. To present this"Tfully would 

r equire a commentary on the entire letter. ri8 sh~ll conzine 

ourselves t o nn outline of' t,he main points. 

I n ,Jesus we have o. Hi gh Priest perfectly f:ttted to our 

n•- ed t•.n i11spi r i ng our comp1ete confidence. Chapter 2 

pictures Him, who had been described previously e.s the 

ex:-\l t ed Son of God, incarnate "not a~hamed to call u s broth

ers·• ( v . llf), Ho and we being 'from one" (v.11), and He 

sh r in.i;; our ''bl nod and flesh11 (v.14), ns One who under.took 

t o hel p t he s0ed of Abrshron and therefore needed to be made 

l i ke u to li s brethren in all things (v.16.17) "Tha t He 

mi rs}lt be a merciful and f aithful highpriest in t h ings per

.t aint~ t o God, to mnke reconciliation for the sins of the 

people. •or in that He Himself suffer ed being tempted, H~ 

1s abl e t o su11cour them that are tempted11
• (v.17, 18). 11r1e 

have not an h i gh riest which ca~ot be touched with the 

feeli~ of our infirmities,etc"Ch. 4, 15. A similar t hought 

under lies ch . 5 , 7.8. Surely, we can approach this our High 

Priest ~11t h .full confidence tho.t He ,1111 undr,rstnnd our 

plir91t, feel bity , be ready •to provide all the help thnt 1s 
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11. t Hi s comrnandL At the some time Ho is such on High 

Priest uho is perfectly fitted to the task of medinting 

with God . For Ho is God-appointed (ch.::s,1.2; 5,5.6). He 

is a lso faultless, 7 reat, and eternal, and c an even romain 

·'with in the veil11
, made a priest ''not aftet• the lav, of a 

oar n'\l conmvindment, but Rf'ter the pov,or of an endless life" 

(ch . '7 , 16 .lrl), in 11 tm unchangeable priesthood1
' (v.24) ''ever 

livin c,; to mnlte intercession·• (v.25) "holy, h a rmless, unde

f'iled , s epnr ~te from sinners, snd made higher than the 

honvens" ( v . 26) " a son consecrated for evermore" (v.28) He 

is 1nade complete to b& the Au~hor of eternal salvation, 

desi;:-n •,ted by God a Hi gh Priest according to the order of 

,!elch izedoc (ch. 5 , 9.10). He is 11 an high priest over the 

houso of ~od' (ch. 10, ~l), a 'great high priest" (ch.4,14). 

In J esus 1e have the true sacrifice or atonement and 

rec,mcil i At i on. Our ttigh i riest "needeth not ciaily to 

offer up sacrifice ••• for this He did once, ·men lie o.ffered 

up Hi ms elf ' (ch.7, 27). ''For Gh 1st is not entered into the 

hQl y ·>l r.tces •••• tha t .u.e should offer !iimself often, e.s the 

hih m~iest entereth into the holy place every year ·with the 

blond of others; For then must· He often h a vo suffered since 

the fou ndati on of the --;orld: · ut no··, once in the end of the 

world ho th lie apµeo.red to put R.\'IB.Y sin by the sacrifice of 

Himself' ( ch. 9, 24 - 28). " We are sanctified throt.1&h, the 

oi'fei~ing of the body of' Jesus Oh" ist once for a.1111 (ch.10, 5 -

14 ). '' v His 01,m :11ood He entered in once into the holy .. . 

!)la ce ha.vin obtRinect eternal 1'edem-pti on for us" (ch. 9, 1 2-

14 ; 13, 12 ) • . nd "when e had by Himself pur{Sed our sins, 
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s a t dorm on the right h and of' the ma_,jesty on high.=' (ch.1'1p3) 

Jesus h ~s brought the perfect a nd fina l sacrifice, eternally 

p~nerful .n d ava i l ing . 

In J e3us, furthermore, we have a mediation p, r f ormed 

in the very pr esence of God in heav:en ·itself. "We h nve a 

gr eat Iii @). Priest tha t is pa ssed into the heavens, Jesus 

the Son of God" (ch.4, 14; 1,3; 7, 27). 'i:'le hs.ve such an 

High Pri e3t 1:1ho is set on the right hand of the throne of 

?l!ajesty in t h e heavens, A. minister of the true tabern~cle 

which t he Lord pitched nnd not :ru.n ( ch.a, l . 2; 9, 11) •. 

'For Chri st is not entered into the holy places made with 

hands i::hich . 1•e the :f'i3Ures of' the true, but into hea ven 1 t

sel f , noi,·, t o ap'l.)e ar in the pres ence of' God for us" ( ch.9 , 24), 

" s a t clo·;,n t the 1•iy)lt hand of God" (ch.1O, 12). There ~He 

ev,:.r liv e t h to ma.lee intercess ion for them whom come unto 

Czod by .dim' ( oh. 7, 25). 

Fi n ally , in and by dosus our atonement is part of' a 

be t t e r c ovenant , -- a perfect covenant of full remission 

of s ins and of heavenly inheritance. 11F'or the 1'1w made 

nothin g perfect but t he bringing in of a better hope did; 

by the · 1hi ch ive dre.\Y nigh unto God, And ina·smuch a s not 

fli t h ou t s n 00th lie was made priestJ ••• By so much was 

Jesus mo.de a surety of n better testament" (ch. 7, 19-23). 

''He is t h e mediator of a better cove~ant, \7hich \"llS estab- · 

lished upon bettor promises. For if tha.t .fir'st covenan,t 

h ad be en f aultless, then should _no place have been sought 

for o. second!', -- but Jar. 31, -31 - 34 promises a new 

covenant in which · sins and iniquiti'es 11'1.li be re1nembered 
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no more nncl hearts 1:1111 be renev,ed. (ch. a, 6 - 13; :LO, 14ft). 

"And f'or this c ause .He is the mediator of the ne\7 testament 

that by_ 1e a.ns of death, for the redemption of the transgres

sir>11s tha t we1'e under the first testament, they :mich s re 

c lled mi~h t receive the promise of eternal inheritance" 

(ch. 9 , 15 ; 1~ , 24; 13, i O). 

Thu s does Jesus provide .finally, fully, forever that 

which the Old Testament Ylim Hapippurim could only f ore

shadow • ..;iut bec·LUSe it qonstantly pointed forward to His 

com i m·, His r.1edb.tion, Ilia a tonement, those Old Testament 

f : :tth .r u l \,h o ccep1;ed that promise already, like Abrl:uuun, 

by f'sti t h s n•.1 t h e day of Christ, were counted righteous, and 

r ece,.ved eternal i nheritance. 

C P '!'Jo~ 1,;,·, 10 - 12 There remains considerta i on of 

one passage v,1 thou t .1hich this 

essq,y c o,•J.d not be c al l ed complete, Hebrews 13, 10:f', since 

i t cont n lns cm evident reference to the ri tea of the Day 

of At o11eme111; • . t; f irst glance the pa ssage would seem to 

i ndic:it e t hat t;he burnint~ of the cnrcnses of' the sac r ificial 

ani·r.als. outside the crunp on the Yoma was intended as a t ~:-p e 

of Jasus in His suffering outside the ga te. However, t h r. t is 

sc Rrcel y t h e intention of the verses. The author's intent ion, 

r a ther.•1 is t o ut before his readers point blanlc, once more, 

the nec e ssi l;y of 1Mldng a dete rmined choice. Either his 

readers must break ~1th the Tabernacle and serving it, ie. 

break t e ir allegi nnce completely- with the .Jewish reliBion :,;,nd 

who l olle:?rtedl y f ollovr Christ so tha t they might ·'est of' the 

altar ·,e h '?.Ve 11 , beco111e pnrtnlcers of llbrist I s salvation; or, 

• 
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the:v muat brealc with Obrist. It is absolutely, eit."ler---or. 

or to every one who truly ' serves the mo.bernA.cle", to every 

orthodox J ew, 1.f he thinks at all, Christ n1ust appear as 

P.n nbomina. tion. : or Christ suffered "without the gate" ,as 

an outc i1st, nondomned o.s a blt,sphemer, executed a s a c r·1mina.l, 

---Rs unclean according to the Law a s those c arca ses burnt 

outs ide t h e c amp . lhis line of thought best fits the 
11 t he:r.e.fo e 11 ot: v 131'. Since Ohl'ist•s •rorlc is done, there 

c .. n h e no neu t r a l ground. ..e must accept Jli ?il a t nll coBts. 

,ie must choose reproach, und ,1orse, trl.th Him r ather than 

l ose i.ra . nly so do we share t..'lat benefit which the Old 

' estruae11t Duy of 1\.tonement \'fas to confer by pointing f or,·,ard 

to ,tis ·,ork, and which now in Jesus is f orever 00111pletely 

ef' ec i;od by virtue of ms sacrifice on Good !?rid"-Y , the 

Per fec t .Jcy of J .. tonement, and which is forovei" n1ade available 

t o eva1·:r ~me i;ha t b elieves by His session nt the ri~ht h and 

of J. c.:Jesty ns our Perfect r. edia.tor, a s our Ji;ternnl i t";h 

!'z•ios '.; , ;res , a s our lt'ore2.•unr.01• within tho veil. 

Such is t he evalui\tic,n of the Uld Testament Day of 

At onement by its o·.m author, the Holy Sp irit, set clom1 

for us in the Epist le t o the librews. 

''.r'hus the Duy of At on ement stands bof'ore us in the 

Sc -·i:otu1•e a.s a. monument of that wisdot1 of God rla.ich l w. ys 

finds means exactly fitted to supply the needs of men 

uriddr t he conditions and times in vhllcUl they live, mid 

stil l more a s a monument to that loving ldndnoss of the 

Lo1•d which is ever stooping to the sinners to rescue their 

souls f rom death 'Uld to ·'1"estore unt o them tho joy of 2 :!.s 
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sa1,1a t i on" . Also from a contempl ation of this unique 

institution of' i~h e Old C.nvenant w·e todny can derive corr.fort 

in ou1" d :J.ily s trugPles and trials. We are thereby led to 

r ane· ..... ecl trust in the \7isdom of God to shape all His 

~rovidence l3a tb the requirements of our daily needs. 

?le are l ad to n.ppreoiu te 1111 the bettor the marvelous 

ful11os s of s1'>iritual blessings which a re ours a s n1en11>ers 

oi' t he Hew CovenRnt . As he v,ho hP..s already scaled the 

foothills o.pp,.•eois..tes all the more the g1•and heights to 

which the r ugged p e n.le still towers high a.bove; so he ·,ho 

has climbed this Old Test~1ment .mount of grace, \'lho has 

seen the si gnif'ice.noe ot the rites of the Day of Atonement, 

111ust · pproc i te nll the ~1101•e those towerincs heights of 

di v ine 1ne1"cy exhi bi ted by the perfect a tonement of 

Ca lviiry . ~- i ·i.ih redoubled emJ?hasis the plea ,of Hebrews must 

st,.":Ure home into his ha g.rt: "Having ther efore, Brethren, 
I 

bol dnoss tQ enter into the holiest by the blood of J ESUS, 

by ::i n ew sm living ,1ay ,~'1'1ich He h ath consecr:i ted £or us 

throu;-:h the veil, that is to say His flesh; nnd having 

a n .Hi r,-1 Friest over the house of God; Let us dra w noan 

vri'lih e t rue heart i n full as surance of f 1th., h a ving our 

hearts sprinlcl ed from an eveil conscience, end our bodies 

,·,ashed with pure water. Let us hold f a.st t he profession 

of OU?' .fa ith 11thout wavering, (for He is faithful tha t 

p1•om:tsed; ➔ ;\ nd let us consider one another to provolce 

unto l ove ~nd to ::;ood \'lorlcs11 (Hebr. 10, 19i'f) 
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