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DEVONIAC POSSEGSION
IHTRODUCTION

Among the meny miracles vwhich the synoptic Gospels record,
speclal prominence is given to the casting out of demons or
dovils vho possessed those unfortunate people cormonly known
es demonlacg. In order to clarify the Biblical concept of
demoniac possession, the following facts concerning the Scrip=-
turcl doctrine of the devil and his hosts rmst be considered.

The entire Scriptures are pervaded by the idea that wvhat
1s holy and vhat is unholy in menkind do not originate in men
himzelf, but in o higher reglon of -oxistence, vhere the in-
fluences of good end evll have thelr beglmmings. The holy
Bible concelves the good as well as the evil a3 & connected
whole, but with this difference, that the good - - which is
tho divine itself =- always appears as the absolute; vhile,
on the otiher hand, tho evil is represented as a real inter-
ruption of harmony. - There is no second principle in Scrip-
ture, and the true Church constently condemms the doctrine
of Lenicheism as incompatible with the Biblicel idea of God,
By re;eti;% the source of evil oui':'JBc:'r human neture, redemp=-
tion ‘i1s concolvod as possible,

At the hoads of these two kingdoms are the Trinity of
the CGodhesad, the sbsolute good, and the devil and the evil
angels as the opponents. Concerning the latter the follow-
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ing facta pertinent to thls discussion ore freely taught in
Scripture. # The kingdom of evil 1s called in Scripture the
devil end his angels ( Juffialas real :‘:l'd'"\“ «dcov ..
Matthew 25,41 end Rev. 12,9); also, the kingdom of Saten
(Baocdels zol €dxdv? ' __ matthew 12,26). The torms
devil (Ju'(ﬁw\os ) and Setan (c..uav:s) are vscd only in the
singular to designate the central power of evil, He is also
called /_’,;s,‘-eﬁo:}A’ i;-lwv TV J-u./--ovcfwv e
Beelzobul, leader or ruler of the demons (llett., 12,24.27).
ihe subordinate spirlts, which correspond conversely to the
angels of God, are called,; in general, evil angels, '"he evil
angels erec the fallen, eternally dammed spirits, who are God's
end man's enemieos, end who seek to dostroy the work of God,
The demons, wnich we wlll consider later at some length, are
evlil angels.

“he following are some of the pertinent facts vhich Scrip-
ture teaches concerning the devil and the ovil angels, the
kingdom of evil. The devil end his engols are eternslly
damned spirits; they areo incapeble of returning to the good;

God has not prepsred them any salvatlon, but they are re-

# TFor a complete discussion of the Scriptural doctrine of
the devil see Dr. Theo. Pngelder'!s "Die Wirksamkelt des Teu-
fols unter den Henschen" in the Roport of the liichigan Dis-
trict of the iiissouri Synod, 1901,




w3
served in everlasting chains :mder darkness unto the judg-
ment of the great day (Jude €); they are condemned and there-
fore also despairing spirits, vwho shudder vhen they hear God's
namoe (Jemes 2,19f; they shudder in terror and can only bles-
pheme and sinj they are sworn enemles of God and mang their
leader is called "the enemy" (ilatt. 13,28), and "Saten the
edvorsary”; he and his innumerable angels ere filled with
flaming hatred toward God, the holy ones, and all that God
has créatod; they are spirits and have great power; ell
human power cannot witﬁstand the power of spirits, and theilr
understanding far exceeds human understandings they are rulers
end powers (iph, 6,12); their head is a strong armed man
(fuke 11,21), a roering lion (1 Pet. 5,8), a dregon with
great pover and authority (Rev. 135,2), from whom proceed
power and signs end lying wonders (2 Thess, 2,9); he is wily
(Eph, '5,11), a master of a thousand'arts (2 Cor. 11,3), whose
depths no man can know (Rev. 2,24); he 1s not almighty, but a

creature, and carmot escape the govermnment of God,

DENOWS
A part of the lkzinpdom of evil are the demonss The terms
used of them in the Wew Testamont are the nouns 6ac/u.o’w.ov
(which oe.cur about 57 times) and 5‘-!’)“'“"'(5 times ), tho verdb
d'.:va.ovt’}'a/us(ls times), and the ad jective de-l-W"';J’lS (only
once), These subordinate evll spirits are also called "un-

cleen spirits" (msu}bi'c--k :-h‘d’ﬂg‘f:d- ), and in Fph, 6,12
'a
mps*
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they arc 'lTViv/A-J'l‘-'t-Kc\l tﬁs mvr,f{.ts -= gpirituel essences of
wickedness, :

vhat 13 a éduc/a-o’vtw or a Jdt,‘:»wv? These words, some
hold, ore dorived from the Oreek vorb o tl w, to divide or
apf:ortion. Others, more recently, hold that it is a variation
of the CGreck éd-n’)u-’v » one vho 1s well informed., The latter
seoma to be the more reasonable. However, vhatever its de-
rivation, we !lmow that the term demon originated in Greek
mythology end was introduced into Christianity through the
Septuagint translations of the Hebrew "se'!irim" and "shed-
him", Returning to its origin in Greek mythology, we find
that a demon wes not at first an evil spirit, but a "tute-
lary deity" or a "godling". In Heslod a demon is the name
for the sounl of a departed one, and in Eschylus' Persians

Atosse applios the term to her deified husband Derius.

v . - 2 : - -
found—in—tho—NowTestement, The Jddyswv of tho Greek myth-
ologios is onec of -the many spirits that determine the fate of
humen beings, At first, as has been exemplified, a dermon was
the ghost of a dead one; then, the ghost had to be duly pro-
pitiated; this led to thelr deificatlon, so that in Homer
they ore immortal gods. At the time of FPlato and Socrates
they boceme known es guardian spirits. In this sensc we read
of inerotes calling his indwelling genius his 4twdviov, and
he believed that it spoke to him and restrained him, but never
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impelled him. So much for the usage of the tern d.t;suv in
Greek nmythologyéuw.l M :

There are, howoveor, demons to be found much earlier in
the anclent domonologles. tWhile in these ancient ethnilc
systems the same terms, of course, are not used, yot these
ancient demons have some similarities to the demons of Scrin-
ture and are worthy of consideration.

A brief survey of demonology Impresses one with the
amezing antiquity and universelity of such syatems. Through-
out the agmes and in every knowvn lend there is found some bve=-
lief in evil spirits or demons, together with its inevitable
consequence, a recourse to incentations and other magicsl
prectices, In very ancient times, as the various monuments
roveal, wo find a belief in evil spirits and some attempts
to propitiate them or secure their help or favor.

Belief in both good and evil spirits is commonly
associoted with either one or the other of two primitive and
wldeapreadi forms of worship -- either to the personification
of the forcos of neture (which many believe to be the key to
ell mythologies), or else to animism (balief.‘ in the great

v U sy L BC A g ey r-C—.-ur
activity of the souj: of the ‘;?ad). This last theory holds
that all spirits wero believed to be the souls of deed men,
and that from this primitive aninism ell the elaborate sys-
tems of ongelology, mythology, and demonology graduelly de-
veloped.

This;-hovever; 13 mere vonjectures—But-it _1s a fact

NN-.
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that among primitive peoples such rude forms of worship were

found, but vhether t;hea? prehlistoric worshippers were mo-
tivated in the mann;r/gscribed to them by these ,ﬂ(wo theories

1s, of course, impogsible to prove. It 1s 2l3é a fact that

these primitive fgrms of worship have some ;ff atures in com=
mon with the laier and more eloborate e ¢ systems; and it
is alao true_’, at thesc again heve some features, although
fow, which /f:ind gome counterpart 1n the’ pages of Holy Scrip-
ture,

some idea of. the universality and antiquity of demon-
ology can e acquired by a consideration of the chief sys-
tems of sncilent times, The deciphering of the cuneiform
hileroglyphrits of Babylon and Assyria have given the world,
among other wvalusble information, a plcture of the rel-
igious bellefs gnd practices of these ancient peoglé&‘ « It
has been found theit, beside the officlial and public cult of
the twelve great go’s and subordinete deltles, the Aasyrians
also had a more secred and secret religion, one of sorcery
and mystery, indicating the presence of an elaborate demon-
ology. Thecse lesser spirits are described and classified in
en cxact end elaborate hierarchy. That thoy were important
wo can 3ec from the fect that King Assurbanipal ordered his
sceribes to moke several corles of a great magical work, which

consicted of mcaritatiops s conjurations, and Imprecations

egainst the evil spirits,
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There 1s also another very important system of demon-
" ology of very ancient origin, but which still exists today,
the remorkable Iranien demonology. ‘This is presented in the
ivesta, the sacred book of the [Hazdetm] religion of Zoroaster.
In this ancient religion the war between light end dariness,
good and ovil comes into greater nrominence., Over against
Ahure Hazda, the good god, with his hierarchy of holy spirits,
there i1s arranged the dark kingdom of demons or daevas under

the eruel Lvil Spirit, finre lMainyus, the domon of demons, who

is alvays warring against the good god and his faithful ser-

venis such ms Yoroastor.

Although there are very marked differeonces botween the
domons of the Avesta and the devil of Scripture and Christian
theology (Christienity i1s free from the dualism of the lMazdean
system), still there iz in both the greet strugsle between
good and evil, The plctures of the struggles of Zoroastor in
temptation by Anro Meinyus end his demons suggest some slight
analogy with the temptations of various Christien seints
under the assaults of Satan.

From the Avesta we turn to what some have termed Jewish
demonology. iHere we have no elaborate system as in the pre=-
vious two. The mention of the evil spirit in the 0ld Testa-
mont cenonical books is very slight. DBut 1t is not alto-
gother ignored: the devil tempted Adam and Iive; Satan tempt-
od Job; Satem incited David to nmurder the prophet; an evil

spirit came upon the false prophets; in Zechariah Saten's

PRITZLAFF MEMORIAL LIBRARY
CONCORDIA SEMINARY
ST. LOTNS, MO.
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office is descrived; Sgul is afflicte:d or posasessed by an
ovil spirit. Some translate Isaish 34,14: "And demons and
monsters chall meet, and the helry ones shall ory out one
to another, there hath the lamia lain down, and found rest
for herself." It is true that the Hebrew word translsated
hore s demons may mean only wild enimals; but theD*9°IW,
rendered literally here as halry ones, is translated as
demons by the Targum and Peshitta., Kent in the Catholic
Zncyclopedia believes that the “"lamia” here represents the

original Lilith, a spirit of the night who is the demon wife

cf Adsm in Hebrew 1égend. However, most commentators hold

that it is the Hobrew aijective meaning nocturnel. A mmch :
rore cleborete dovelopment of Jewish demonology is found in

tho Dooi:r of Tobias, not included in the canon, as well as the

Talmud and the 1'idrashim,

It must be remembered that the demons mentionedl in
deripture ere distinetly a separate group and must not be
confused with those of these ancient systems, Howvever, theseo
encient demonologies bring out an :!.xm}ortant fact, and thet 1is
that belief in evil spirits and demcns 1is MM
mexnla-natures

feturning to the origin of the torm J.;:,..-uv end its
equivalents, we have brought out that the term found its ‘woy
into the Veow Testement very likely through the Septuasgint

version of the 014 Testament, where the words used of the

gods of the nations are often transluted demons,
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e have considered the use of the terms J_-H-/LOIV'-OV snd
éd: S~wv  in extra-Blblical usege; we shall now consider
their use in the Hew Testement. Vhile in classical usage the
diminutive form of Jdl}*-lﬂv - J&y‘-:ﬂﬂv ~- 13 used synon-
ymously and interchangeably with the noun and root form
éu}uwv s the lew Testament always uses Ja_ya-a’w.ov, Sa L’/A-wv
ocouring really only once (latt. 8,313 ¢ I '-’/*—"’7- s )
according to the best texts, Hence the chief word.to consider
15 Je '—/4-0’ veov .  As before demonstrated, in mythology this
word gradually came to denote an inferior divinity or demon,
In Acts 17,18 it still has that same meaning; S5t. Paul 1s
suspocte:] by some of tho Fplcureans and the Stoics of pro=-
claiming ff.’vd- J-‘t)*-z\f“- -= gtrange (outlendish, foreign, un-
Greck, and hence berbarian) gods -- to them. Iuther must
have folt the force of "strenge" when he first translated this
"seltsame Goetter" instead of his later trenslation "neue
Goetter", Then there is 1 Cor. 10,20-22 to consider. Here
J-ly-uwuv hes the 01d Testament connotution of false gods or
deities (ss in Deut. 32,17), Eadveav Saymovioes ral
ov AFe w K. T. A. , Paul here uses strong and ter-
rible words' K@LVWwvouS TWv """9‘""‘"" AOEN (L0 J“/"""""' ’
nd Tp«TE qu ;dyu-ovr-'W, the commmmion of demons, the
oup of dermons, and the table of demons. St, John in Rev,
9,20 speoeks of demon-worship and idolatry as on the same

’ / ’ N
plana:tw. /4.;‘, TPo6 VUV h 6 OVbeV vd de--ow¢ ral zd sedwid

e R ey .
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za zr’vb: ot :rdvrz.. g xd)frz.. 5 /‘\‘:cha- 50 fi_{izva. .

Soripture consistently characterizes these demons as
evil. Tho llew Testement has no such word es v dacpov ey
or its coghe.tes, 80 prevalent in extre=Biblical and pagasn
usage, wviich uses demons of good end evil_sr.;irita alike,
The Bible recognizos only one true God; He slone is &
panapios Oeos , '

The Bible also shows us that demons ero spirit-beings,
for it uscs the torm synonymously with =& 'Irvf-vlf'-i-"- o
(Luke 9,20: zo Jdt/a-:vwv S X7 -nveu’/--nu- v arudipey;
&lso ton, verses seventcon and twerity: cd J-'ywvl'-d' co.o=a
‘nvav:«uu )5 to denote unclean and unholy spirits, thor-
oughly evil,

ihis brings up a peculiar fact with regard to the use
of the adjective 3'«':/“‘?‘” in connection with demons. This
word, moaning unclean or impure, 1s not used in the Gospels
except o describe the spirits; in the book of Acts it is
used only once in a different commection, and in othecr places
it is prac@};!r_ _entir@used oi:lJ of evil spirits. But
why are they called uncloan? Du Drau gives us this answer:
"fhis nomenclature no doubt harks back to the impure and
unclean spirit of idolatry. To the ennobled and regenerated
Christian souls, uncleanness wes inseparable from the pagens'
worship of their lesser dlvinities, or demons, both from &

physical and psychical point of view. This is ochoed by an

e e e e e PRy ]
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omphatic longer and deseriptive phrase, occuring only onco,
end this is in Iuke 4,53: wvs?y‘-& “"'V*W:'"’ :“"‘;:"“’ v,
This phrase is all-comprehensive." #+ Then he goes on to cite
en oxcellent passego from Glbbon:

"Tt wos the universel sentiment, both of the Church
and of herotics, that the demons were the suthors, the
patrons, sn? the objects of idolatry, Those rebellious
splrits vho had been degraded from the rank of angels
and cast dowm into the infermal pit wvere still permit-
ted to roeam upon earth, to torment tho bodles and se-
duce tho.minds of sinful men. The demons soon discover-
el and abused the natural propensities of the human
heart. toward devotion, and artfully withdrewing the
edoration of menkind from thelr Creator, they usurped
the plece and honors of the Supreme leity., By the
success of their malicious contrivances they at once
gratified theilr owvn vanity end revenge and obtained the
only comfort of which thoy were yet susceptible -~ the
hopo of involving the humen specles In the participa-
tion of their guilt end misery,”

Continuing the discussion of the Mew Testament usago of
Jdl)a.;vc.ov s we find o number of passages treating the meni-
fostations of demon influence. Iemon influence moy menifest
itsolf in religious ascoticism eand formelism (1 Tim, 4,1-=3),
in degenecration to uncleanmness (2Pet. 2,10-12), and depert-
:ing from feith is a sign of i1t, Although all unbelievers
are subject to demon influence (Fph, 2,2), their evil ect=-

ivities are dirccted especially ageinst spiritually minded

# Concordia Theological Fonthly Vol, 10 lo. 4 F, 276.
%  {(3ibbon., Docline and Fell Vole 1 Ps 525,
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beliecvera (kph. 6,12; 1 Tim, 4, 1=3), vwho, therefore, are in
need of the protection of God in addition to their prayers
and bodlly control, At the bottom of idol worship is demon
worship (1 Cor. 10,19-22), which reaches its culminetion in
modcern devil worship end Satanism, Demon activity secms to
have beon at its height -- g8 mipght naturaelly be expected --
at the tlme of Chrlst and the epostolic age; and Rev. 2,1-11
gseema to indicate that thore will be a similar outburst
immodiately before the day of judgment.
¥inally, vhat are, sccording to the Wew Tesimment, the
methods used by the domonat DIr, James Knight 1ists them in
seven groups: ,
1. They blind the minds of unbelievers (2 Cor,
4y4), derkening thelr understanding (Eph. 4,18),
allienating them from the life of God becesuse of ig-
norence (Col. 1,9), blinding thom with wrong thoughts
obout God, prejudices of ell kinds, earthly philosophy
and Talse roasonings about spiritual things, or sow=-
ing teros, £illing men's minds with earthly. things,
idols (appearcnces, shams), cares and pleasures,

2. Thoy work in mon unconsclously, so that these
become children of wrath (EZph. 2,1-2).

Se¢ Like the fowls of the air they snatch away
the word of truth (iatt. 15,19).

4, They produce a false peace (Luke 11,21), so
that the wicked have no bands in their doath (Ps, 73).

5. They incite all manner of .opposition to the
truth (2 Tim., 2,25.20),

i# Victoria Tnstitute Feb, 15, 1951 P. 9f.
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G« They counterfelt the true work of Cod, sowing
tares so like whoat that more mman skill is unable to
discriminate (Matt. 13,25-30)s The real test is frvit.
"In this the children of God are menifest and the child-
ren of theo devil™ (1 John 3,10).

7« Thoy scek to obtain posaeésion of men as thoir
instiments.

nd with this last we are led from the discussion -of

demons to the sctual burden of this treatise.

DEVONIAC POSSESSTION

The nost common term used in the Tew Teatement to sig-
nify domonisc pogsession is Jdt,u.ov{fo/uﬂ (as in latt. 4,24),
But there are elso other terms; among thesc, "having a
spirit of an uncleen devil" (es in Iuke 4,35: ,e’xauv Y LU
éd-t/MV':W Jd rcaad *’f"ov ) and "oppressed by the devil”
(5 in Acts 10,38: wereSuvabzzy a/-t’vovs umo ot Jc-y&o’aav)
are the mors common.

That the devll and tho demons can posSsess people has
boon showm. quite clearly from Seripture in nrrevious parae-
graphs, Tt remains for us now to define possession by demons.

£odily posseasion, which this papor is treating, must
first be distinguished from spirituel possession, in which
Saten tokes ontire posscssion of body end soul, Guenstedt
says of the latter: "Tho devil possesses the understanding
of the ungodly in the highest degree, so that they neither
sce nor understand the light of the Gospel, which is ne-

e,
cessary for their salvation, 2 Cor, 4,4. I possess: their
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11:1.1_1, so that t".hey agree with the evil, their desires, so that
thoy desire the sinful and poisonous pleasures with greoatest
lust. He possesses their heart, so t‘.ha.i:~ they do not believe,
their ears, so that they do not hear the Word of Cod, their
eyes; so. that they do not pondor the works of God, their ton-
‘gue, so that they do not prey, their voice, so that they do
not praise God, their hands, so that thoy do no good, their
feet, so that they do not wulk the way of tho righteous." =
Thus szten rvles over all unbelievers; but vhen the highest
point is reached; then we speak of spiritual possession,
Olshaugen marks another distinction:

"that peculiar form of influcnce of the poviors of
darkness do the Scriptures denote by the neme dacmov-
Lfpdpeevoc -- demoniacs? For, elthoush they likowise
conncet moral evil in mankind with the influence of the
dovil (E.gs, John says of Judas Iscariot: Satan enter-
ed iato him, chap. 15,27), yet the representatives of
evil among monkind (felse provhets end antichrists) are
nover called domoniacs, In the case of the latter, on
the contrary, we always perceive appearances of siclk-
ness, generally convulsions of an epileptic nature, and
o derangemont or losa of personal consciousness, But
8till this state of sickness does not appear as the
charecteristic of decmonlacs; for it is evident thet the
same maladies may, in one case, be of demoniecal origin,
in another, not; for instance, one who is dumb in con-
sequence of organic defect, perhaps an 3.n4ury to the
tongue, would nover be called a demoniac,” it

% Tronslation from the quotation in the German by Dr. Theo.
Engelder which was taken from Baierl Comp., ed. W., p. 137,

#i  Olshausen Cormentary.on HMatthew.
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Another'distinction must be made botwson demoniac prossess-
ion and what is cormonly known now e&s obsession. Obsession,
in comparison with possession, is very froguent. It consists
in the domination of conduct by some fixed idea; for exemple,
Dr, Johnson-of Fnglish literature, always level-hesded, felt
himsolf compelled to touch every post he pessed on the strect.
The forms of obsession are inmnumerable end, for the most
nart, hermless, However, they do become a form of renl m-anto.l
tori'.uz_*e when almost every one of these fixed idcas becomes a
challenging question, such as, that doea this meant or, ithy
cn I doing this? GSometimos these compulsive ideas are of a
religious nature, which most frequently take tho form of
Dlaspheny. This is often mistaken for possession, Ribet
melzes this distinctions:

"Possession iz the invasion by demon of the body
of s living man, vhose organ he exercises in his own
neme end at will, as if the body hal become his, In
possession the spirit acts from within and seems to be
gubstituting in the body for the soul which animates
snd moves 1t. Obsession, on the other hand, 1s an
extrinsic compulsion, which, while leaving to the mind
the consciousness of 1ts vitel and motor asction upon
the orgens, nevertheless, imposeos 1tself with such
violence that the man feels within him two beings and
two principles in mutual conflict: the one external
end despotic, which seeks to invade and dominate, the
other internal, that is to say, the soul itself, vhich
suffers and struggles against this foreign domination.
vhon such attack or invasion has not been successfully
rosisted, or when resistance has been worn out, further
dovelopment may teke one of two forms. Tho first is
demoniecal sormambulism, in which tho original person-
'ality disappears altogether, being displaced by the
second or invading personellty, which wes at first
merely e compulsive state, This seems to be the rule
with young people, in vhom their owm porsonality is not




yet 80 sirongly developed a3 in adults. Thoe second form
is e preduel fusion of the two consciousnesses; in pro=-
portions as the dominating influence is accepted or sub-
mitted to; the individual in this case remains con-
scioua of who he is,; but his cheracter suffers a complete
change for the worse; lir, Hyde has overcome Dr. Jekyll,":
_ &ith these dlstinctions, demoniac possession stends
alone as a poculier cnd distinct phenomenon in the Tow
Tostament: The bost and most accurate definition of de-
nonlac possossion wo have found ‘is that of tho Swiss scholar

Haximilisn ‘Perty in Irs Graebner's Demoniac Fossession:

"Possession 1s that awful condition in which men
aprears to be selzed by a foreign and evil being, which
during the attacks controls the body of its victim as
if 1% were its own possession, maltreats and tortures
this body in every possible manner, causes the features
to become distorted into a feroclous mocking, some-
timos digbolical distortion, and. -- this ls character~
igtic -=- couses the vietim to express disrespect for
religion in a - bold, cynical mammer, The phenomene of
bodily possession are so dreadful and at the seme time
80 sirong thet but a little acuteness of observation
is needed in order that the true relation may be re=
cognized and nlso the unjust diagnosis of abnormal
states; as i thoy represented possession; misht be
evoideds Possession may be assumed on thraee grounds: |
hetred of religion; the power of divining secret thines,
end psychic phenomena. Persons thus affllcted know
about the sins of those present ani in the most reck=-
less mammer publish such information. They =zlso recog-
nize the spiritual power of those who resist them
(as in the case of Jcsus), lmow their thoughts, hence
arc able to understand unkmown tongues end are able
even to ultor in such tongues some few words or sen-
tencess At tho same time the bodies ere propelled by
invisible forces, and there are phonomena of 11%ht and
soundy, Tho neative of Gadara wvho was possessed (Luke 8,
26-39) shows the characteristic merks of possessiong
1; By the sight of Jesus he becomes victim of an out-
burst of rage. He recognizes Jesus as his opponent,
but also knows the divine nature and sscred mission

% Victoria institute [6b. 16, 1051 ppe 15 & 16,
#& ~ Concordia ﬁeological Yonthly 1935 p. 580f,
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of Jesus, 2. FHe hes supernaturcl strength. FHe breaks
hls chains and escapes into the deserts 3: The evil

Spirits, recognizing that the end of their activities

i1s soon at hend, eskted permission to pass into the herd

of swine., Jesus permitted this, possibly in order to
put an end to their activity so far as humon souls are
concerned,"

. "hus we are brought to the actuel cases of domonisc
possession in the NWew Testament. The storiles are well known
and ncod not be ropeated in their entirety. In summery, the
liow Testement gives us tho following inférmation.

According to a goneral concept of the various passages,
Gomons cnter human beings as & seconl personality (luke 8,
%0); thoy dwell in man as in a house (zrat'i.i'. 12,44; Iuke 11,
2£); they dremd to be banished into the abyas (Luke 8,31),
or they fear to be driven out from a lend they love, -paae

e,
ﬂoy¥ing-to inhabit the bodies of swine. Demons torture
human beings (Hatt. 15,22), driving them whither they do
not care to go (Luke 8,29), So possessed are demonlacs at
times that they live in sepulchres and other lonely places,
endangering the passers-by (liatt. 8,28); they are unable to
be bound by the strongest fotters (¥Mark 5,3-6)3 they even
speak as though they themselves were demons, using the
plural vhen afflicted with many demons (latt. 8,203 Nark 1,
24,93 Luke 4,543 8,28).

The manifestations of demonicc possession in the MNew
Testoment are extremely veried. The demoniac son (lNark 9,

14-27) is represented os seiged with convulsions, rolling
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on the ground and foaming at the mouth, At first he rolled
about dumb upon the ground, but later (according to the
account in Luke.9,39) the child screamed at every attack,
and the evil spirit brulsecd himy; DBoth lark and Luke record
symptoms of epllepsys the latthew account omita all these
details, but cspecielly characterizes the disease of the
demoniaoc .son as lunacy (17 ,15). The demoniac at theo syn=-
agog In Capernaum (ierk 1; 235-28) does not exhibit the foam
characteoristic of epilepsy, but shows symptoms of epileptic
hysteria, espocially since Iuke (4,35) tells that the fit
did not harm him, !'lhe demoniacs of CGadara (ilark 5,2-53
Luke 8,27=29; Matt. 8,28f.) manifest suvperhuman strength,
solf: injury, dwelling cmong tombs,. threatening gestures,
end nakednoss as characteristics of _bodily possossion.
Other complain’l‘;s of a less serious ﬁo:bure erc dumbness
(Fatt. 9,52; Luke 11,11:.-) , Or blindness end dumbness (Hatt.
12,22), although the.expulsion :of demons’is not mentioned ' in
the accounts of the healing of. the édumb ard blind in fatt, 9,
27-31; liark 7,52973 8,22-26; 10,46=-52, In eddition to the
latter wo £ind that Iuke (4,40.41; 5,17.183 7,21) regards
the curing of demoniacs as a special phase of healling, as
also in Acits (8,7), where demonieca are dilstinguished from
the paralytic and the lame, On the other hand, Luke tells
us (14,11-16) that the woman bowed with a spirit of infime
ity eighteen years was bound by Satan; ewen—the-—fewer-of.
Poten!s-mother~in-law-seens—to-have boon-telieved-demoniac.
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Hako—dy80,30), Aftor coroful conaideration we {ind that iho
hoalings at Capoerncum (Matte 8,10£80,) weore meinly exorcismu.
This formed a :I.a:.rgo pars 92‘ hl.:e activity both of Jesus (Vork 1,
S50) and of the twelvo (Hark U,L14,163 6,7.15; Hatts 10,8),

Jgohn the Boptiat, bocausw of his souming gloom &ond his
ascotliclaom, hed among some the z-;putabion of & 4daponiac
(Iintl.11,18; iuko 7,35)e This chorge was evon bLrought
ageinst Jesus (fett, 0,583 12,843 Mork 5,28 3,303 Iake 11,
1h3; Jdohn 17,803 R,463 10,20)s The Hew Teatamont states
Supthor that it wos no caay matier to distinguish Lotween
opirita of ovil oand apivits of God (Mabt. 2{-.,11.24; 1 Jobn
4,1=3), 50 thot the &bllity to discexm the apirits wea con-
sidered o special gift (1 Cove 12,103 14,29),.

48 e the ascinal cxorelgm the liew Testament Sorinturas
give ug the feollowing fecta, In Jesus'! exorclism wo Lind
that the dermonisecs aye ggitated at his approach (Mori 1,833
Gpledls U,80), and the ovil spirite recognize him na tho
don of God and fumploro him not o tormoent thom hLefore thelr
time {“att, H,80). Jeous rebukes them (Movk 1,85; G,12);3
this »eobuke 1s often enough to oxorciso (Keti. 8,103 Morl
1,863 $,260), aven at & dlstence (Mark 7,20,30)s The victim
is often quiet and calm alter the cxoreism {laxrk 5,153 7,
80), or sometimes there is o loud cry (Maric 1,2G6) to shiow
that the ovil ono 18 gono.

The historicity of Jesus! successitl treatment of
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demoniacs is admitted in principle oven by some of the
criticel school. Exorcisms were common at that time and
were naturally expected from one who claimed to be a
Hesslanic prophet, The chief proof for their historicity
is found in tho statements of Jesus which tell of the
ivportance of his exorcism for himself and his activity as
the liessiah (Matt. 11,5; Iuke 7,22)s It is clear from
such passages &as ?mtt. 12 25«32 end ILuke 11,17-25 that
Josus r:a—-a-g-bei-revau‘%x the existonce of demons (Cp. also
I'.att. 12,43=45; Luke 11,24-26), and that, like his con-
tempornrias. glso in exorcism (Matt. 12,273 Iake 11,9).
Tho oxorcism of demons impllied the woakening and destruct-
ion of the kingdom of Satan (Matts. 12,26; Iuke 11,18),

and were considered victories over the principle of evil.

Exorcism continued to be practiced in the Christian

Church after Carist's ascension ny the apostles (Aets 5,
153 8,73 16,16=18; 19,12-16), The gift of exorcism was
glso included among the charisms (1 Cor. 12,103 1 John 3,,
8)e In postegpostolic times exorcisms were still perform=-

ed. Ireneus (1I. 49,3) says that certain exorcisms

R S




2=
"mightily end truly expel demons »" and Tertullian pleces
the bellef in the form of a challenge (Apols 23).
Exorclsts are dofinitoly mentioned as speciael officilals as
oarly as Cyprien (Epist. 16).

Demonisc possession end exoreisms sre found in many
old writings., Joserhus (int. 7,6.,3) pronounces the demons
to be the souls of wicked men and also nerrates the cure of
a demoniac (Ant, 8,2.3), Justin Hertyr explains the nature
of the demonices (Apol, I, c. 16, p. 14, edit. Breun).
Fhilostratus (IV,20,25) records of Appollonius Tyeneus also
that he exorcised evil spirits,

The belief in demoniac possession is found also in the
teaching of all the greet writers of the Church in the
carlier ond later lilddle Ages, Gregory the Great, Isadore
of Zovlillo, and John of Damascus have much to say of the
evil operations of demons, The great theologians and
gpcculative thinkers of the Church of the iilddle Ages
discussed the origin, nature, and operations of these pow=-
ers in almost every aspect, Anselm, Bernard, Feter Lombard,
ihomas fAguinas never doubted the Scriptural fects of
demoniac possession, The literature of' the !Mlddle Ages is
saturated with this belilef,

Iivon the reformers, although they revolted from much
which thoy regarded &s belonging to medieval superstition =,

% Tor & dotalled account of this oxeggeration of Supor-
stition in the liiddle Ages soe Andrew D, thite's History of
the Viarfare of Sclence with Theology, Vol. IT.
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were emphetic in maintaining velief in demoniac possession

as described in Scripture. In essentinls Luther, Celvin,
and tho mgl:lsh reformors were prectically of one mind upon
the sub;]ect.

Having stated the Scripture teaching concerning demon-
lac possession, we proceed now to the various objoctions

to it.

OBJECTIONS
Sooner or later the Christisn tlneolc;gian is confronted
vilth the question whether or not such cases of r*emon:lac
possession are merely the product of traditionel ideas
vhich flourished in o pre-scientiﬂc ége and cannot bc;
horronized with a sclentific view of the life of man. 'I!.:e
progress of modern scientific conceptions generally 1"19.3

-

tepded to undermine all bgliel in gpirits. The scientific
clﬂ-a-co';é;iasaor modern t:lmeg\ ﬁ::;“fuvored & purely material-
istlec and mechaniatic theory of the universe. Tho keenest
minds have declaro:d themsolves unable to dlscover eny but
metorial causes in the universe. Such theories, if they do
not tend entirely to disprove the existence of God, secm to
make his interventions in the world-order extremely im-
probable, On thils view, spirit beings, if such exisi, live
in o realwm cpart ond have no 1nfluencé upon the vorld-order,
With such a concoption of the universe in vogue various

sccounts of the intervention of spirit beings are regerded
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nerely as superstition or imegination,

The evidonce seoms to show thet, outside of the Roman
Catholic Church and certain orthodox Frotestant bodies, it
has been readily ahaumed that these evil spiritual powers
do not exist, snd never have been responsible for the spir-
ituel, moral, and physicel evil of the world, as Scripture
teaches, Fast ; Protestont ehugdhésrgﬁke_only
the barcst reference to the subject, and many regerd Seten
as a 1egoﬁdury feature of religion. Soma ﬁh;loaOphers and
theologlans have attempted to explain the origin of evil
&3 being a result of the conflict botween the lovor and
higher parts of men's netureo, without eny reference to the
operations of Satan or demons.

All tnis is the result of the retionelistic approach
%o religion developed in ghe nineteenth century., <Edrmler,
an outspoken rationellst of Germeny, applied the_new _
rationalistic approach to the theology of Christienity.

The Soripture accounts of demoniac possession become subd=-
Jecet to retionalistic interpratatibn at his hands, He was
the first to essert that Josus only-accammodeted himself to
the popular belief in demonice gossession. A 1ong linoc of
rationalistic commentators followed him in this view,
Others took different rationalistic views of demoniac

possession, Schleiermacher regards the popqlar idea of
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Saten and his demons as a synthesis of various concertions
vhich flowed together from different sources, hence there
is really no demonlac possessiony lartensen teaches theot
the devil ia onfl.',y en evll principle, 'thus ruling out act-
uel possossion. Dr,. Gaervie in the Encyclopedia Britemnica
cites various viows of the devil held by the famous Christ-
ian teachers of the nineteonth century, most of vhom ig-
nore the Scriptural and traditional vlew; Gervie himself
rogerds belief in Saten as an unessential erticle of
Christian feith, and egrees with tho accommodationists as
far es demoniac possession is concerned,

It is 4wpossible to cite all those who foster the

accommodation theory. It is sufficient to guote one of

such "Christian" clergymen of todey. The LRev. David Smiths

says this: "The ldea 1s of course simply a fantastic notion

of' ¢ darlk amge unskilled In natural science, and it vias

nothing strange that the people of the How Testament should
have entertelned it.," He is spesaiking of demoniac possess=
ion. 4nd, spesking of Jesus'! part in i1t, he continues:

"ihat he should thus share the limitation of his age 13 at
first somewhat of a shock to faith," Then he tekes all the
shoclz out of it by showing that Josus dealt with the demon-
ioccs as @ physiclien would =- he-humors the patient, Jesus
knmew all the while that he wes not really possessed at all,

% David Smith Dlays of His Flesh pP. 10511 .
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This 1s none other then the accormodation thoory of the old
rationalists,
Frofessor Henry C. Sheldon hss smother theory of accom-
modation, doubting the true Scripture teaching of demoniac
possession on the basis of the following: .

A complete survey of Mew.Testament facts still
suggests the inquiry vhether it is necessary to con-
strue the stories of demon possession with atrict
literalness, Here two considerations in particuler
come into account. The .first of these is found in
the pecullarity of the Jewlsh religious dialect, As
in its impasgssioned phrase God.was often named as agent
where we should not think of attributing the event to
Him, so likewise a freoer reference was maede to Satan=
ic agency them suits our mode of speaking." #

Then he procecds to show that a large part of the New Testa=
ment mekes no real account of demonlac possession. He con-
cludes with this statement:

"4 combination of these two considerations ...
londs comsiderable color to the contention that it was
beyond the design of Christ.to pronounce definditely on
the precise facts in tho condition of the so-called
demoniacs, that He dealt with the cases which He en=
countered like e practical physician, and accormotiated
Himaelf largely to the religious dlalect of His age
and country," #*

Dr, Gracbner cites a sultable answer to this theory of
accommodetion by Professor George Parks IFlsher of Yeale

Tniversity (lenual of.Christien Evidences);

"me opinion has been adopted by not a few Christien
acholers that the language of Christ on this subject
was uttored simply by.way of accommodation to & pre-
valent belief and in order to effect the cure of those

¥ Sholdon .System of Christien DOCLrine p. 269%is
%% ITbid,

ey
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vho were wnder the influence of it., In other words,

He entored into the idea of the persons thus afflicted

with disease =~ humored the delusion, &8s it were --

2s a means of ceusing thelr recovery and of assuring

them of 1t, Their mistaken belief was harmless, from

& religious point of view, end Christ was under no

obllgation to disabuse them of it, anymore than to

instruct thom on the causes of disease in general

end to clear their minds of other medicel delusions,”

"Christian scholars to vhom this solution 1s not
satisfactory are content to accept as real the fect of
demoniacal possession at that epoch when the minds of
nen were oppressed and distracted by the inward con-
flict with ovil. It was en extraordinary crisis in
the gpirituel life of Individuals omd of societys Too
little is knowm of the supernetural world to warrant

a dogmatic denial of tho possibllity of such an in-

fluence exercised by evil spirita," = :

If Jesus did know that the demoniacs were not devil
possessed, but still acted as i1f they were, then wec have a
Savior vho could asct a lie and the cases of Jesus! ex-
orcism fall under a fatal moral stigme as far as thie boliev-
er is concerned, But the fact 1s that Jesus never lowered
Himself to eny such falsehood, however strongly and widely
such & belief might be held, Horst in his Zauber-Biblio-
thek seys fittingly enough: "It is vain to clear away from
tho Coapel narratives the devil and his demons, Such an
exegesis 1s opposed to the whole falth of the world at that
time. If we are to make these statements now mean just what
wo please, why did not a single man in tho cnclont world
understend them so? Are we become wiser? Then let us con-

gratulate ourselves on ou good fortune; but we cannot, on

¥ COp. concordia Theologicel lonthly 1003 pe 591
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that account, compel theseo venerable writers to say vhat in
thelir own time they neither could mor would say."

Closely assoclated with tho accormodation theory is the
theory of the limitation of the knowledge of Jesus. The
Rev. H. G. Vood says: "Jesus Himself clearly belioved in
domons end saw a proof of the neerness of the Kirngdom in the
dovmfell of their power. Fe apparently accepted the popular
diagnosis of dAisesse as due to demonic influence, But for
falth this reises tho question of the limltations of the
knowledse of Jesus,"

Such have beon the attempts also of others to plumb
the mind of Jesus, According to them, Josus 1s revealed as
melzing ilimself ridiculous to the readers of the Gospels by
§oing throuvgh the motions of eoxoreising deviis when no dovils
even existed, Ilow, Jesus ilimself uses His miracles.of &x-
orcism as part of His credentials, He sgys (Luke 11,20):
"If I, by the finger of God, cast out devils, no doubt .the
kingcdom of Cod is come. upon you." Jesus also usedi a for-
mla in oxorcising vhich expressly recognlzes that & demon
he! possessed & soul. Ho also geve his disciples thils power,
the Hew 'estsment tells us. Bishop Gore malzes an enlipghton-

ing assertion:

"People glibly say that Christ shered the delusions
of the sge as to the exlstence of evil spirits. Vell,
He certainly talked of evil spirits, He certeinly look-

% Pocke's COrmontary p.6oo.
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od out upon tho ovil of the world, end He saw in 1t a
rebel will bLehind men's will., '/in enemy,! He said,
tTheth done this.! But I have yet to learn what 41s .
the supeorior wisdom which can segy that that estimate .
ol things 1s vrong in spite of and in the face of the
experience of all the greatest saints of God, T do
not think that He wes deludeds I see no right that men
have to assume the sort of omniscience vhich should
d°;]i“f,'° Him in this respect deludods I believe His
'H.o le & . . . .

Others have raisod ob;]ectidns to accounts of demoniac
posseésion in the Yow Tostement on the grounds that St.
John's CGospel hos no exemples of it; they hold that John,
writing at a later time, could look back-more senely upon
the whole problem and finelly concluded 'that demoniac po-
sscssion should be omitted as something untonable, The
answer to John's omlsaion of the éures of demonilacs is
found in his relation to the synoptists; the latter had
included a sufficlent mmber of exemples, and John passed
over them in silence, In generel, in John's Gospel the
actions of Jesus sorved only 2s a point of connoction for
the discourses he wishes to communicate, In addition, the
view vhich John held of the devil (cp. 8,443 13,27) was in
no respect different than the othors,

5t111 others doubt tho Few Testamont cures of demoniacs
on the bosis of the fact that no deroniacs are mentioned in
tho 01d Testament. Kendrick gives a substantlial reply:

"Me dootrine of demonilacs and thelr influence had

but 1little influence and currency among tihe people be-
fore the captivity; oven 1f, therefore, the lkingdom of

# CUp. Concordis Theologicel ronthly 1958 Ds 591
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darkness did produce similar menifestations (as at the

preosent day), yet they were not recognized 2s such,

Af'tor tho captivity, forms quite analogous to those of

he llow Testament mey heve oxisted; but tne prophetic

writings of that period contain 1ittle historical

matter, and hence it ls easily expleined how we meet

with no roferences to the subject in them, At the

time the apocryphel books were written, spiritual life

In general was at a low ebb among the Israelitish

poople; and for that very reason the opposing principles

wore but little devoloped,™ s

Thon thore are those who disbelieve the Scripture teach-
ing of demoniacs on the assumption thet there ars no suck
caaca today. It is still a live question whother or not .
thoro arc domoniecs todey., This will be discussed at some
léngth under the heading of Nodern Demoniac Fossession.

ilow we come to the most reccont objeétions. The psr=-
version of the Biblical conception of demoniac possession
begun by the rise of rationalism has extendod today even to
the reslm of modern psychologicael science, To the latier
the lYew Tostament accounts of nossession are the most vul-
nerable of Scripture teachings, Hence, the most populer
theory of demon possession todey holda that the Gospel de-
mondacs really suffered from pathological condiitions, which
in the light of present knowledge are to be rogerded es due
to “hystoria, dislocations of personality, the wmltiple
psychic statos, and the capacity of dissoclated psychic

states to bohave in the most amagingly life-lilke manner."

# Olshausen Commentary on ilatthew p. 365,
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The demonic pert of them is held to be a firmly rooted
curront beliof or superstition with regard to evil spirits
and thelr power to take possession of men, '

T, J. Hudson expresses a viow which is typlesl of many
presont day psychologists: "ihe exorcist is now replaced
by the famlly doctor, who is generally scientific to the
lagt degroe, and accordingly endeavors to got rid of the
8pirit vy physic or clysters. Recently, however, such
coses have been treated successfully by means of hypnotiam;
vhich is the obvious remedy, in case the hypnotist resliges
the power of suggestion." #

A complete fusion of the object:lor'ls ‘bheolog!.ce.l and
scientific is made by Carl J. Schindler in his treatmont of
the demoniacs of .the Gospels, #3* He holds that no-thi!.ng of
faith is teken away if actial possession by demons 18 .
denied, According to him they ail suffer from. some natural.
disoases and the fact that Jesus henied these &1senses was
as rmch an evidence of the power of the Heavenly Father
over sin and weslkmess as the healings of the lsme end pera-
lytic. He maintains further that the discirles had no
occasion to trouble themsolves concerning a new conception
and & new terminology for demoniac possession. He explains
the heeling of the dumb men in Matt, 9,52ff as a cure of
hysterlias he holds the same bellef concerning the healings
in Natt, 12,22if end liark 7,52ff, Of the seven devila which

# Hudson The Low Of Faychic rhenomena De 204.
## ILutheran Church ﬂar’EerIx 1028 p. 402ff.
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possessed Hary ilagdaleno he says that 1t 1s best to think of
them as a number tradit".ionaily fixed or as éhowins seven
different symptoms in the description of the disease,
Schindler deseriﬁes.the demonisca wvho recognizo Jesus as the
Son of God as afflicted by & nourosis common with sensitive
people, Of the casc of tho daughter of the Canmanite woman,
he believes thet she was elther mentally deranged' or sufler-
‘ed from Some other bodily disease, In the accounts of de-
woniacs in Mett. 17 ,14;, Mark 9,173 Iuke 9,37 he believes he
has found the type of the disease in epilepsys The fect that
‘Luke montions lunacy, he holds , 1s due to the fact thet
avparently en especially powerful influence upon epileptics
w2 attributed to the moon., Yet he admits: "In healing the
boy, the Savior porformed a real miracle," For him, the
domroniacs of CGadara, too, have a solution in modern psychi-
atry: "The description of the malady seems to indicate @
case of demontia praecox, often-callerl schizophrenia or
juvenile dem;:nt:.a." Yot ho later admits the following:
"he Amorican psychlatrists, E. Strecker end F. Ebaugh,
spealg of this.dlsease as the mystery of psychiabry, Its
caﬁse and pathology are unknown, 1ts outlook hopeless,"
Thus he goes on and on trying to change the Scriptural
facts of demoniscs according to scientiflc discovories,
There are many moroe Similar objections, but it is not nec-

essary to mention them, since they all attribute demoniac
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possession to simple disease.
The Scriptures, however, never confound possession
.with diseaso., Jesus Himself (Luke 13,32) expressly dis-
tinguishos botween the two as ho says: "Behold I cast out
domons (:kp-’LHw &(/--o’vu ) and do cures _(ms\t. .,Ld’bits
’zﬂ'otf—)t?o )" Seripturo distinguishes the two by using
different terms also in othor plecess "He cast out spirits
with his word; and all’ that were sick he healad (: *att. 5518),."
"They brought to.him all.that were 111 (rovees: ot Rawos
Eiovz s ), and that were possocssed with demons (h.'d.\l. Tovs
Sd YoV L"fﬂ/a.f,’v ovs ), &nd he healed maeny that were troubled
7ith divers disceses end he.cast out many demons (lerk 1,
Si=54)," "Thoy presented to him aJ.l slolk peOple that wore
takon with divers diseasel ( 7reenddues v oe oes )
and torments ((bdbdw“) » and such as were possessed by
demons (Sd-l/a-ovcrlyd-l.nu) end lunetics (sz,\nw&}'ﬂfusvavs ),
end those who have the palsy (W'G‘f““ "‘“"W-‘ ), end he
cured them (Matts 4,24)."
It is readlly admitted that certain nervous diseases,
as hysterisa, epiiepsy, idiocy, and menia, have symptoms
simllar to possession. But there .are.slso very marked

differences, Jemes Fnight shows thom most clearly:

¢+ Victoris Institute Feb, 16, 1931 p. 22.
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"FMrst, there 1s the automatic presentation and
the porsistent and consistent acting out of a new per-
sonality. This is shown by the categorical assertions
of the person speaking declaring that he is a demon,
and often glving his neme and dwelling placej secondly,
by thoe discriminating use of the pronouns, the demon
elways speaking of himself in the firat person, of the
spoctators in the second, and of the subject iIn the
third, regarding him as in the meantime unconscious and
praotioally out of court, A simllar discrimination ap=
plies to titles and epithets, and as already mentioned
the new personality menifests itself in sentiments, de-
clarations, facial expressions and physical manifesta-
tions, ell harmonizing with the above assumption .
Inother and very importehit differentlation mark of de=
mon posscasion 1s the evidence which it gives of lmow-
ledge and intellectual power not possessed by the sube
Ject, nor explicable on any pathological hypothesis,
inally, with the change of personality there 1s a com=
plex change of moral character, debased and malicious,
having en extreme aversion and hatred to God, and espec=-
ialq to the Lord Jesus Christ and the Christien relig-

Olls

Those erguments will be considered.at greater length in
the second large section which Immediabtely follows, This brings
us to the end of the objections to the Scriptural teaching on
demoniacs. Ve have reaffirmed the true Secripture doctrine,
and we conclude this sesction with the words of William liount-
fords

"I the Gospels, if there be any one thing which
would seem plainer then another, because of the many
times when it is mentioned, end the various ways in
vhich it is presented, and the solemm mammer also in
vhich it is complicated with the highest claims of Jesus

as the Christ, == that one thing would seem to be the re-
ality end certainty that there have been demoniaocs." #

# Vm., Mountford Miraclea Past and Present, p., 117,
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HODERN DEMONIAC POSSESSION .

Among the many objections to the Seriptural teaching
of demoniac possession there i1s one vhich i1s based on the
assumption that there are no ocmses of demoniac. possession
to be found outside Scriptures Is this true? Vhat are we
to think when we recad of headlines like theses "Capuchin .
lionk Recalls Victory Over Beelzebub" (Omsha World Herald,
liay 18,1929), "white-haired lMonlk nr!.yes Devils From Iowa .
Vioman" (Des lioines Register, Fe'b; 16,1936)% Vhat should be
our opinion vhen we hear of such cases as Gwynneth Mor:l.ey;
the London girl, and the "Poltergeist™ (New Orleans Times-
Picayuno, Nove 1, 1925) ? We shall try to £ind the ans=-
wers to such questions in the following considerations,

Professor Oesterroich in his latest book Fossession,
Domoniacal and Other gives instance after instance of
cases for proof that there is 8t111 evidence of demoniacs
today; his instances range from the second century down to
the nineteenth, Wo shall take the latest cases reported
and held to be authentic by those who wrote of them and con=-
sider them in the light of what we know of the demoniacs of
Seripture. :

One case of demoniac possession in the nlneteenth cent-

ury is roported by Dr. Justinus Kerner of Swabla. The patiernt

was a women of 34 years; up to this time her life had been
irreproacheble, Without any definite cause, 1t seemed, in
August of 1830 she was seized with convulsions during which



«35=
o strenge voice uttored 'iliabo::l.:lc discourses through her
mouth. A3 soon as this voice begen to speak (1t professed
to be the voice of an unhappy dead man) her individuality
(lasppeared and gave place to anothers Her owm individual=-
1ty reeppeared in all its integrity and reason vhen she re-
tired to rest. :

ilhen the demon possessed her he shouted, swore, and
reged In a most terrible fash:l.ori. esx:aciaily cursing God
and eoverything sacred, Bodily measures and medicine pro-
duced. no change, nor did a pregnancy and the suckling which
-‘followed it. The only thing which frustrated the demon for.
& timo woa continual prayer, to which she applicd herself
viith greatost parséverance.

For five months all the resources of medicine were
tried in vain, In fact, two demons begen to speak in her;
they playoed, ag it were, the raging multitude wilthin her,
barked like dogs, end mewed like cats. when she began to
pray the demons flung her into the air, swore, and made
horrible noises through her mouth, vhen the demons loft her
in pesce, she ceme to herself, and burst into sobbing and
lamentation when she wes lﬁold of her actions and vhen she
saw the injuries inflicted uwpon her by blows and falls,

Before she was brought to Dr. EKerner, he was told that
one of the demons had boen expelled by hypnotic treatment,
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but now tho remalning demon made ell the more turmoil,
Prayer wes also dlsagreocable to the remaining ones when tho
woman wlshod to lkneel dovn to pray the demon tried tc pr-6- ;
vent hor with all his might, and if sho pez'aia'teﬂ. he forced
her jaws spart and made her. utter a diabo11§a1 laugh or
whistle., She could ocet only a soup of black bread and
wator; as soon as she ate anything better, the demon rose
up within her and cried: "Carrion should eat nothing éoodt"
and took eway hor plates She often fasted for two or three
days; on these days tho demon kept gqulet. # '
Uy, Jumes Fnight reports the cﬁse of a boy of four,
o son of respectable parents, well brought up. Occasion-
ally thls boy was ettacked by fits of a pecullar nature:
hig countenance chenged and became satanic, his voice changed
into a devilish voice uttering horrible talk, profane,
filthy, obscone, and blasphemous., Iis vocabulary was liie
that of a very depraved afult men., His otherwise gentle
nature changes for the worse; there followed attacks on his
pet dog with eny instrument at hand, Uhon he awoke agein
he Imew nothing of his abnormal state., DIr. Knight corments:
"Now Jekyll-Hyde theories of alternating verson-
ality will not f£it here, Jekyll and Kyde, to speal
in the plural, wers both adults with a long trail of

personal experience behind them, But vhore did a boy
of four got even such a vocabulary? e know both the

# Korner Nachricht um dem Vorkommen des Besossenseins p. 27
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oxtent ond content of the vocebulary of such a boy, and
it 1s neither profanc nor f£ilthy, much less blasphemous,
How account for the change of features, of voice, of
behavior? A Hindu or Theosophist may mutter some
ebout Karma end reincarnation, but if wo understand
that doctrine it 1s supposed to make for reformation
and upward progress, wheoreas in this and simller ceses
thoe chango of personality 1s for the worse, downward
with a vengeance, and lnvariebly and invetoratoly
opposed to God and all goodness, Theories of split
consclousness, of dissociated personality, are to be
found in most books on hypnotism and psycho-thera-
poutics, but they ralse more difficulties than they
profess to solve, and Sir Isaac Nowton long ago laid
dovm the useful principle that vhen two explanations
are possible of the same phenomens;, we should always
tekte tho simpler, the onc vhieh involves the assump-
tion of less machinery. In all these cases thet simp-
lor solution seems to be the invasion of ono nerson's
will by another and a dominating will, almost always
an ovil one," #*

The theories mentioned in the latter part of this quotation
will be taken.up later in commection with _t'he objections to
modern demoniac possession.

The classic instance of modern demon possession is _t;hat
of tho case of Gottliebin Dittus, a girl of twenty-five who
became a parishioner of Pfarrer J. Ce« Blumhardt in 1842 at
lioettlingen, Vmorttemberg, Germeny. The accounts which
Blumhardt makes of his experilences in this case all the wey
up to its finsl cure ave blood-curdling. Dr. Theo. Graebner
says of thls case: "From overy standpoint it is nrobebly
the most horrible case ':I.n the histoi-y of demonology. After
reading his account, one is left with a feeling of astonish-
ment, not that the girl finally was liberated of the demons

% Victoria Institute p. 14,

e
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that ensconced themsolves in her poor body, but that Blum-
hardt and his clders did not go stark raving med wvhen they
wiltnessed the closing scenes of the possession. Concern-
ing the truthfulnoss of the aeéount there cannot be the
slightest doubt." # For a full account of this amazing. cass,
see any biography of Blumhardt,

Thore are niany more instances of such reports of demon

nossossion today, but it is not necessary to describe thenm

" all, = So far we have considered those cases wh:lch' have

occurred in Christien lands only,

# Concordia Theological lonthly 1933 p. 598f,

## For other cases sec Concordia Theologlcal lionthly 1935
(ppe 509-605). Here an Episcopal clergymen writin g'in the
Liv Church of liarch 28, 1921 describes a case of a woman
o y-Live whom the clergyman considered without a doubt
a true demonlac,

4130 are recorded some notable cases in the personal
cxperiences of Dre Carl A. Wickland of Chicago, who has
exnerimonted with hypnotic treatment in such cases,

Androw Lang in his The Melzing of Relig::lon has found
cortain characteristic marks of modern demoniac possession.
The Revs C¢ Hs Hilmer of Kimmswick, liissouri has a
detailod account of a demoniac whom he encountered in 1907

during his missionary travels in Oklshoma.

Dr., Theo., CGraebner cites a personal experience with a
demoniec boy in lNinnesota.

For stlll other instances see Dr. Theo, Fngelder's
essay in the report of the lichigan District of the HMissourl
Synod, 1901,

The latter contains also an evaluation of the cases of
modern demoniac possession.
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During the last century there has arisen a large amount
of literature written especially by foreign missionaries
concerning demoniac possession in pagen lands., The eviden-
ces seem to point to the assumption that demoniac possess-
ion: is.  found much more frequently in pagan countries than
in Christianiged provinces; as one might naturally expect.
These accounts by missionaries are most convincing, as the
following paragrapha will demonstrate.

ITissionary Joseph Wolff reporis a case of real possess-
lon in Pelestines, - Ellis in his Polynesian Resecarches
describes how the pagen priesty on the Sandwich Islands
fells into a paroxysm and prophesies under influence of the
demons, lissionary 7. Leighton testifies that demon
possession is a .common thing in Africa. Dr, Theo. Graebner
points out the opinions and experlences of verious mission-
aries, all of whom have a firm bellief in modern demoniac
nossession, *

The bost account of modern demoniac nossession in for-
elgn lands is that of Dr. NHevius, missionery in China for
forty yeers. During these years he had occasion to witness .
demon possession-in all its forms., Through a questionmeire
addressed to his fellow missionaries in China he supploment-
ed his own experiences witk those of others. Teo second-hand

# Cpe. Concordia Theological MNonthly 19035 p. 505-596,
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evidonce was admitted., The facts thus collected are sum-
marized as followas: #

" 1., Cortain abnormal physical end mental.phen=-
omena such as have bson wiinossed in ell ages and a=
mong all nations, and attributed to possession by
demons, are of frequent occurrence in China and othox
nations at this day, -and have been generally referredl
to the same cause.

: 2« Tne supposcd demoniac. at the time of 'poss-
ession passes iInto an abnormel state, the character of
vhich varles indefinitely, bolng marked by depression
and melencholy, or vasancy and stupidity, emounting
somotimes almost to idlooy; or it mey bhe that he be-
comes ecstatic or ferocious end malignant. -

3¢ 'During transition from the normel to the
ebnormal stato the subject is often throwm into
paroxysms more or less violent, during vhich he some-
times falls on the ground senseless or foams at the
mouth, presenting symptoms similer to those of epi-
lersy or hysteria,.

4 The intervals between these attacks vary
indefinltely from hours to months, and during those
intorvals the physical and mental condition of the
subject may. e in every respect healthy and normal.
The durstion of the abnormal states varios from a
few minutes to several days. The attacks are some=-
times mild and sometimes violent. If frequent and
violent the physical health suffers.

5 During the trensition period the subject
often rotains more or less of his normel conscious-
ness, The violence of the paroxysms is incroased if
the subject struggles against and endeavors to repress
the abnormal symptomse then he ylolds himself to thom
the violence of the paroxysms ebates, or ceases alto-
gether.

6. Yhen normal consciousness is restored after
one of these attacks the subjoct is ontirely ignorant
of overything vhich has passed during that state.

¢ llevius Demon-Posgsession and Allied Themes,
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7« The most striking characteristic of these
cases 1s that the subject evidences another personal-
i1ty, and the normal personality for the time being is
par%ially or wholly dormant.

8¢ The new personality presents traits of chare
acter utterly different from those which really belong to
the subject in his normal state, and this change of
character 1s, with rare exceptions, in the direction of
moral obliquity and impurity.

9« lany persons vhile demon-possessed give ovi-
dence of knowledge which cemmot be accouvnted for in
ordinary ways., They often sppear to know of the Lord
Jesus Christ as a divine person, and show an aversion to
end fear of Him, They sometimes converse in foreign
languages of vwhich, in their normal state, they are en-
tirely ignorant, :

10, There are often heard in connoction with de=-
mon-possessions, rappings and noises in places where no
physical cause for them can be found, and tebles, chairs,
crockery, and the like are moved about without, so far as
can be dlscovered, any applicatlon of physical force, ex-
actly es we are told 1s the case.among spiritualists,
Such phonomena are now erally called "poltergeister”
(Gory == tricky spirits), and in their un-coordinated
and genselesr destruction they olosely resepble a stud-
ents! "rag" or the antics of the undisciplined and irre-
gponsible schoolboys of the .invisible world.

1l, Many cases of demon-passession have been
cured by prayer to Christ or in His name, some very
readily, .some with difficulty. So far as we have been
able to discover this method of cure has not feiled in
any case, however stubborn and long-continued, in which
it has been tried, And in no instance, so far as ep=
poars, has the malady returned, if the subject has be-
coi?e a Christisn and continued to lead a Christian
1ife.,

We could cite many more instances of modern demoniac
possesaion as reported by missionaries, From the sbundant
accounts of such possession in psgamn countries 1t would seem
safe to hold that demoniacs are found today predominantly
emong the un-Christianized, As to the iIntegrity of these
accounts of modern possession we can only say that most of

the cases reported are accompanied by the attestations of
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competent and relisble witnesses; then, also, the preponder-
ance in nmumber of reported cases should carry much weight in
the consideration of the authenticity of such cases of modern
demoniac possession. The impartial reader of such accounts
will heve difficulty in denying the sincerity of their suth-
ors,

However, as in the case of the New Testament accounts,
there arec meny today who refuse to consider the supernatural

nature of these modern accounts.

OBJECTIONS
There are meny vho objJect to these cases of modern de=-
moniac possession on the grmmd that all these phenomena are
due to dolusion or imposture, end that these so-called demon-
iacs are either deceivers or self-deceived, Dr, James Knight
enswers such objections: #

It is undoubtedly the case that there is no sub-
joct so much enwrapped in trickery and deceit as psychi-
cal reseerch, MNan; who has been defined as the cooking-
animal or the tool=using animal, might with greater foree
be described as the only animal who not only cheats his
own specles, but takes a positive pleasure in doing it,
Lven high-class mediums like IEusaplia Palladino have not
been above 'helping! a psychic manifestation, just as
teachers of chemis have been lknown to 'assist! an ex-
periment which for some reason or other was not working
properlys But after nine-tenths of such scenes have been
written off in this way, there still remains an irredu=-

" ¢iblé tenth, conducted under strict test conditions and
supported by the very soundest of evidence on the part
of highly skilled and specially tralned observers. It
ia too late, at this time of day, to advance any such
objection."

. :
% Victoria Institute, Feb, 16, 1951, ps 20,
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- The chief objections againat the recality of demonisc
possession today are based on modern science, In the
nineteenth century science tended toward crude mechanical
materialism, Of that epoch Professor James sayss: <&
"Medicsl materialism finishes up 3t, Paul by
calling his vision on tho road to Damascus a dis-
charging lesion of the occipital cortex, he being an
eplleptic, It snuffs out St. Terosa as amn hysteric,
5t. Francls of 7sslssl as an hereditary degenerate.
George Pox'a discontent with the shems of his age,
and his pining for spiritual veracity, it treats as e
symptom of a disordered colon, Carlyle's orzan-tones
of nmisery 1t accounts for by a gastro=-duodenal catarrh.
All such mental-overtensions, it says,ara, when jyou
come to the bottom of tho matter, mere affairs of
diathesis (auto-intoxications most prouebly), due to
perverted action of various glewis which physiolopy
will yet discover,"
This eccounts for such theories as the accémodation, the
pathologlcal, ond the like which are mentionecd in connection
with Tlow Tostament Gemonlacs, as well as modern damoniccs.
But today, modern sclence has moved awey from such a
position, and, for ths most f;art, looks upon meotephysicel
rhenomena (including religious phonomena) as genuine
phonomena, and therefore they regard them as legltimate
subjects of sciontific inquiry. Vith Huxley the new science
has gaid: "There i1s nothing impcssible except a contra-
diction in terms." Accordingly, now scientists have rocached
some startling conclusions with regard to the genuinenssas of

these phenomena, '

% Jemos Vorleties of Religlous Experience 1922 p.lS.
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The new éeience has classified metaphiysical phenomena
in mony difforent ways, Xor example, Boirac has made the
following clessification; he has placed metaphysical phen-
omena under three heads, The first 1s the hypnoildal (the
psychonathic end cryptopsychic) vhich consists of and can
be explained by forces already lkmown, operating accord:..ng
to laws not yet fully lmown, The second is the magnetold
(the psycho-dynamic, tho telepsychical, and the hyloscopic)
which are produced by forces still unknmown and unclassified, :
but belong normally to our world, and are similar to natu-
ral rodio-active forces, The third class of phenomena are
the splirlitold; these are phenomena vhich seem to imply the
Intorvention of extra-natural forces which do not nccess-
arily belong to our world, but vhich somehow malze sbrupt
interventions Into nature from some planc of foreipn exigt-
ence as unknovn but intelligent agents or forces,

flow, this third division, the spiritoild, seems to be
the very ground we arc exploring, The demons in modern
domoniec posscssion could easlly be classified ss foreign
enil intelligent agonts; and the phenomena comnected with
such possession could be clagssed under the same group,.

Thus, while the old science formerly attemmte? to tale
e naterialistic view toward the phenomena of modern demoniac
possession, the new sclence, with a real sclentific basis

and outlook, has rather confirmed the accounis of' the New
l.u..-.“.-'-(' TLav--( P rZL\.A l—l."p!l-wq l' 3
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Tostement demonlacs, as well as the aumthentic cases of modern
times. Professor FHenry Sidgwick long ago struck the key-
note of the new attitude of modern science toward metaphy-
sical phenomena vhon he addressed the Soclety for Psychical
Research in 1882 as follows:

"o are all agreecd that the present state of
things 1s a scandal to the enlightened age in which we
live, That the dispute as to the reality of these
marvelous phenomena == of which it is quito impossible
to exaggerate the scientific importance if only a tenth
pert of what has been alleged by generally credible
witnesses could be shovm to be true -- I say it is a
scandal that the dispute as to the reallity of these
phenomeona should stlll be going on, that so many
comnetent witnesses:have declared thelr bellef in them,
that so many others should be profoundly interested in
naving the question determined, and yet that the
educated world, as & body, should still be simply in
the ettitude of incredulity.”

In spite of a saner outloock ng the great modorn
sclentists, theore are still meny today vwho persist in ex-
ploring the phenomena of modern demoniac possession in a
naturalistic and rationalistic manner, Dr, James Knight
calls such objectives as prevalent only among the inveterate
foes of all innovations, the half-educated classes, whose
training has taken the form of instruction rather than of
education. These "half-educated™ scientists have attacked
the llew Testament demoniacs as merely suffering from some
naturcl disease; likewise -thoy have explalned modern de-

moniacs as simple pathologicel cases,

# Knight / Victoria Institute Ieb. 16, 1831 p. 2.

o ial -
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However, noted men of medicine have disproved such
theories. All text books on medicine give full detalls of
the dlagnoaes of epilepsy, hysteria, and similer disorders;
most of them are complete, including the aura and warnings
of such cdisorders, tho actual £its, the tonic stages, the
clonic steges,, and the coma, Vhecler and Jack have mado
such a diagnosis, and have made a classificabion of the
full detaills, +# A study of these details shows that. the
aymptoms of such disorders are singularly lacking the
distinctivo marks of Scriptural and modern nossession.

‘there are also smong modern scientists some who ad=-
vocate the psychological theory concerning modern demoniacs,
They hold, as many of them have held with regard to the Hew
Tostament demoniacs, that modern demoniacs suffer merely
from split consciousness, obsession, multiple personallty,
or other psychological disorders (Cp. lFoll and Forel)., This
is besed on the discovery of the tremendous influence of the
mind over the body, ILiodern physiology has demonstratei the
enormous influence of endocrines upon the automatic or sub-
conacious activities of the body, which in turn ere affected
by purely mental conditions, Quaoks' and imposters have
seigzed upon this truth, from Hesmer all the way dowm to Hary
Daker Iddy. Thus also this discovery has been applled to

s# theeler and Jack Handbook of liedicine 5 ed., p. 518,




modern demoniacs; psychlatrists advocate the powor of
suggeation or hypnotism as the obvious cures,

On the other hand, many psychologists admit complete
ignorance as to the ceouses of the rhenomena connected with
modern demoniecs. Ribot says: "The psychologlist is then
like the physicien vho has to deal with a disease in which

c-
he can make out only the symptoms,"# The tendf.ncy of all
recent psychical rescarch haa been to strengthen the age-
014 hypothesis of the existence of spiritual inielligences
viaich erc capable of producing effects upon the material
objects, Including man, The British alienist, the late Dr,
Forbes Winslow, well-=lmovm in the field of medical psycho-
logy, was convinced "that a lerge proportion of the patients
in our asylums aro cases of possession, and not of medness, st
Professor Jemos Fyslop, too, is convinced; he says: s
"T have esserted that the explanation in this

cage is spirit or demoniac possession; as 1t was called

in tho lew Testament, Boefore accepting such a doctrine

I have fought against it for ten years after I was con-

vinced that survival after death was proved. But sev-

erol cagses forced upon me the conalderation of the
question, Experiments with a psychic appeared to show
that this was a case of spirit obsession, with the
identity of the parties affecting the subject proved,

The chief interest in such cases is thelr revolutionary

effect in the field of medicine. It is probable that
thousands of cases diagnosed as paranoia would yield

# Ribot Victoria Institute ‘Feb, 16, 195l. ps 24.
H: Tdem Dpe 22.
smrr Hyslop Life After Death p. 305=306,



| S

-48-
to this sort of investigation and treatment, It is high
time for the medicel world to walke up and loarn some-
thing."
leny more such opinions could be quoted and may be found
in most of the latesat boolzs on tho subject. \ie agree that it

is difficult at times to distinguish botween possession and

~ disecses of the mind and body; yot we can safely affirm thet

there are end have been demonlacs since those of the Hew
Testament, \ie base this assertion on the following facts.
First of all, the Scriptures have novhere stated that
vossession by demons would cease with the departure of
Christ and the apostles from earth., Secondly, Scripture does
warn all believors of the abiding presence of such pov.:ers of
darimess, as, for exemple, in liph, 6,11,12¢: "Put on the
vhole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand against the
wiles of the devil. For we wrestlo not against flesh and
blood, but against principalities, against powers, against
the rulers of the darkmess of this world, ageinst spiritual
wickedness in high places," Thirdly, cases of modern.demon-
lac possossion are similar to those of the llew Testeament
demoniacs, Dr. Nevius presents the following analogies

from his experienceas

1, The persons affected are of both sexes and of
all ages,

2, 'In meny cases the attacks are intermittent,
and commence by some physical disturbance or bodily
convulsion, (Cf, Luke 9,59, etc.)

# Nevius Demon-Possession and Allied Themes
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5¢ In mony cases the demon declarocs that he will
nover cease:to torment his victims unless he submits to
his will., Tho subject himself in his normal state, bo-
moans his deplorable and hopeless condition, and sym-
pathizing friends .intercede for him. Frequently he pines
avay and dies., -

4, Cases have occurred in vhich the subject has
received bodily injurlea or scars, as if from an un=-
Seen hand,

5. OSome ceases are easily cast out, vhile others
present great difficulty.

6. Thile each invading demon has his own speciszl
features, more or less wicked, more or less violent,
more or less daring, end so on, tna cases yet all bear
a general resemblance,

7. Some of the cases show shameloss exposure of
the person, gross.indecency, and utter want of prop=- .
riety in speach and conduct.

8. The greatest surprise of all to the mission-
ary observers has been the fact that many of these
spirits heve a lmowledge of God and of Christ, and they
acknowledge our Lord'!s authority and power over them,.

Qs OSometimes there 1s a sort of double consci-
ousness, of actions and Impulses directly contrary. So
the demoniac of lark 5,6=7, "when he saw Jesus afar off,
he ran end worshipped him," vherecas the !.nluell:lng
demon equally showed:hatred and dread,

10, Tere have becen cases of multiple possession,
Cf, Iwke 8,2; lark 5;9

11, One of the most common characteristics of
the Chiness cases is the instinct or longing of the .
spirit to possess a body, even an animal's bhody,

12, The expelled spirlt tries his best to return.
CT, Hatt. 12,44,

13, ¥We have exact correspondence in the assert-
ion of a new personality, and the instinctlve recog-
nition of this now personality by all present. Iong
conversations are ofton carried on between them and
tho domon, the human subject or patient being entirely
ignored, as a thing absolutely nassive,
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14, In no case has there boen any fallure to
cast out domons in the neme of Christ,

15, Demons erc cast out or exorcised by others
as well as Christlens, although by different and f
gonerally painful methods, In this connection we re=-
call Christ'a query: "By vhom do your sons cast them
out?" (Matt, 12,27)

16, Cascs have occurred of demons exorciscd by
those who have afterwerds been guilty of gross immoral-
ity end been expelled from the Church., (latt, 7,22-23)

17, The first effort of casting out demons in
China as in India has been to arrest public attention,
particulerly having regard to the new and simple meth-
ods employed, and to give evidence readily apnreciated
and understood by the masses of the supernatural origin
and truth of Christienity.

18, In one case roported by a missionary of the
nglish Nothodist Misslion in Tien-tsin there was spec-
fic testimony to the character of the missionary simi-
lar to that glven to the Philippian girl to S5t., Paul.
{Acts, 16,17% ; ;

19, &like in China and in the Scripture locali-
ties tlie ceses are recognizable by the people vho
speek of thom.as though there could be no reasonable
doubt concerning thems

20. The oevil spirits of Scrinture are represent=-
ed as belonging to the kingdom of Saten and in direct
end acknovledged opposition to the kingdom of Christ,
In China, as a rule,.our cases are directly or indir-
ectlyicomected with heathen temples and idolatrous
worshin.

. 2l. 7The spirits are represented as free, and for
the prosont roaming about at will, although still under
coertein limitations and control,

22, In one case in the south-eastern part of the
district.of In-chiu, a demoniac slave-glrl brought con-
siderable gain to her master by fortune~telling as in
the Fhilippien cese of Acts 12, -
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25. 'The cases are very rare in large citiles,
occurring principally in rurel andi mounteinous dis-
tricta, TNo Scriptural case occurred in Jerusalem,
and only one in Cepernaum in tho very beginning of
our Lord's ministry, (Fark 1,21-28),.

24, As in the Seriptures the testimony as to the
roelity of these things 1s of the same quelity as that
vinich vouches for tho Chinese cases; the testimony of
intelligent, unbiased, common people, who were cye-
wiltnessos of the ovents, and have no axe to grind,
"ixperts" are never quoted in Scripture, and it is as
well, for on the authority of the great, perhans the
greatest, authority on the Law of Evidence, we are told
that "There is no class of evidence to be received with
greater suspicion than that of the so-called expert."

Fourthly, it has always beeﬁ the teacﬁ_:‘.né of the Church
that demoniscs can be found even today. Ve have cited many
of the greatost toachers of the Church on this subject in
commection with our consideration of Hew Testament ti:emoniae
pogsession; they hold the samé opinion concerning modern
demonices, Dalor does not doubt their exlstence; he apoai:s
of them in a matter-of-fact way: &

"Zu den Virlkungen Satens gehoert auch die leib-
liche Besessenheit, vermoege welcher Satan nech seinem
liesen in den Lelbern der lenschen, nicht nur gottloser,
gondern guweilen such frommer, wohnt und in denselben
-wirkt aus goettlicher Zulassung., Venn nemlich Gott,
cntwoder wmittelbar oder mittelbar (nemlich durch
lienschon, entweder durch gute, z. B. Kirchendiener,
wenn sio grobe Suender durch den groszen Bann aus-
schlicszen, 1KoXre 5,5 1 Tim. 1,20., oder durch boeso,
welche andren zu scheden trachten, z. B. vermittelst
Bezemberungen und Verfluchungen) zuleeszt, dasz Iensch=-
en dem Setan unterworfen werden, Obgleich asbor der
Zwecl dieser Bosessenheit von Seiten Satans Schaden und
Verderben theils dor Besessenen selbst, thells enderor
lenachen ist, so ist doch von Selten Gottes, welcher
dieselbe zulaeszt und dedurch entweder schwerere Suenden

# COpe Walther Pastorale p. 295
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(Vorachtung dos Vortes, £leischliche Sicherheit, Laeste-

e:mn%en. Conspiration mit dem Teufel u.) mit aeinem

erns Gorichte heimsucht, oder Fromme durch leibliche

Zucchtigung straft vmd prueft, der Zweck Offenb

seiner Hacht, Gerechtigkeit wnd Guete, und der anderem

lienschen, wenn nicht der besessenen selbst, wenigstens

enderer, nemlich der Augen- und Chrenzeugen, Busze,

Glaube und Seligkeit." '

Quonstedt views the merks by which bodily possession may
be recognized by pastors, <+ ILuther, of course, does not
doubt the possibility end reality of bodlly possession.

Iie gives a description of the correct troatment of demoniacs.#
Ho says that pastors should not attempt to drive out demons
by meens of certain ceremonies and words &s the prophets,
Christ, and the apostles had donej; but he advocates prayer

in the nemo of Jesus Christs VWithout prayer, he contends,

it is not possivle to expel them. Ie continues with the
sssertion that the prayers of the vwhole congregation cen
drive out the devil, as well as the prayer of an individual
Christian, provided that 1t is done very fervently and with
the greatest of Christian faith end courasge. ¢

Hany pastors believe that medlcine is the only cure for
bodily possession. Long 2go Dannheuer prescribed threec moans
of cure, vhich together should be used by pastors in casecs of

bodily posseséion: 1, iedicine; 2. Prayer; S. Exorcism,

#* See Valther FPastorale pps 2935=204,
e cp. St. L. Auﬂg. HII, 11°4qff. and xxI’ 134‘5!ffl



-55-
Hie adda: "But here a heroic falth is necessary.," =
Dre G.Fels Valther does not doubt the possibility op
reality of bodily possession today., He says: "Iin Prod-
iger hat die Pflicht, cuch diejenigen Glieder soiner Ge-
meinde gzu Desucher!, welche zwar nicht leiblich krank, aber
sonst mit schwerem Unglueck he:l.mgesﬁcht- 8ind ..+ In lelan=
chollo, Haserel gefallen, leiblich vom Satan besessen sind
U, dgl,” e
In addition, the Roman Catholic Church still maintains
a ninor order of exorcists; although it can only exercise
1ts power by episcopal pormission, William J. loGarry,
gpealiing from the Catholic noint of view, says:
"The first degree of possession is called obsess-
ion, the second possession, nroperly. The difference
1o one of degree; for both mean that the devil enters
4ithin a person; perturbing the senses anéd the nervous
system; this perturbation may reech, too,to the imeg-
ination; 1t may be so invasive as almost to prevent
cny frec cholce, Fossesslon may be accompanied by
violonce cone o the person.exteriorly. !ore genor-
ally, sinners have been the objects of possession, but
occasionally holy persons. - Apparently, there were more
possessed in Palestine in Christ's time than now; Aif
80, we csn soe obvious reasons why God permitted this

in manifestation of the power of the Prince of Peace
ageinst the power of Satan.”

In view of this testimony of Scripture, corroborated by

pastors, missionaries, theologians, sclentists it would be

difficult for anyone to deny the possibility and the reallity

of modern  demoniac possession.

¥ (Upe Volthor Pastorale De 295
s## 7Idem p. 202,
#+: Cp, Concordia Theological Monthly 1940, Dp. 143,
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RELATED PHEWOENA

A treatment of demoniac possession would not be com-
pleto without reference to certain phenomene which havé
several features similar to those found in demoniac poas=-
ession. Vie refer to the phenomena of sorcery, witchoraft,
magic, Lypnotism, spiritism; and the like,

‘he genulne phenomena connected with the aforementioned
are described in Seripiure as the results of certain super-
natural acts produced by the help of the devil. Scripture
calls sorcery onc of the most grievous sins (1 Sem, 15,233 .
Dout. 18,10-12), Scripture teaches further that in sorcery
g greater than human power is at work (Ex. 7,83 1 Sam., 283
lgk. 21,21; Deut, 13,1.2; latt, 24,24; 2 Thess, 23 Josh. 24,
10). Scripture spocifically nemes Satan as the originator
of such supornatural scts (Acts 16,163 Douts 18,113 2 Thess.
2,9). .

The incidents and phenomene of sorcery and witchcraft
are generally well knowm. Hany believe the whole .of 1t to
be pure fiction. In many cases it probably is mere fiction
and deception. 7Yet, as Scripture teaches, and as has been
authentically reported, much of_ 1t is true fact; these
phenomona then wvhich are genuine are produced by Satan.

If 1t is granted tnat the Holy.Spirit can Gwell Iin man

(Rom. 8,9), why should it not be possiblp that an unholy
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spirit shouid. do the same? Certaln roports of sorcery amd
witcheraft scem very genuine and authentlc, and the attitude
of the twentieth century is one of 'credanea. John Buchan-
in his recent book ¥itch tiood describes certain incidents in
witcheraft in lowlend Scotland; Hr, Buchen mede a special
study of i:hes'e phenomena aml ls a recognized historian; his
reports, thorefdra, are considered genuine, 3 Pagen lands
are rich fields for such incidents; so overwhelming are the
nuber of reports of genuine phenomena that it is almost ime
p088ible to deny the supernatural cheracter of many o'f thom,
lMartin Luther flrmly belleved the Scriptural delinea-
tion of sorcery and considered such sorcery prevalent in '
his doy. Heo comments: i "Siehe, was lWunder tut er bel
und durch seine (des ‘Weufols) Ztmbérer, wie seltsam er ihnen
Iuelft, unbogreifiiche Dinge zu tun.sss Ksnn er mm Wetter
machen, Blattern sc.haffez‘:‘, in I.uefteh fuehren, und also mit
don Heiligen spielon, dazu mit Christo selbst: was sollte
er nicht voermocgen mit soinon gottlosen undz{'mchriten?"
George Halcom Thomson has a very fine statement on the

phenomene of witchoraft; hLe Qaya:. i

# Cpas also Hugh Benson The Necromancers,
#% St, L, Msg., XX, 2184,

#  Ge Ts Toumson A Short History of Scotlend 1930. ps 150
R :
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"The most .oxtraordinary of all menifestations of this
time was oneo vhich recent scholarship 1s begimning to
estimete at its real importence =« witcheraft. It is
no longer possible to regard the witch as a harmless,
.n.-etehed, half-witted creature vhom ignorance, super-
stition, and cruelty condemmed to torture and a horri-
ble death, A closer study of the immense =mount of
e&vitience bearing upon witchoraft has compelled a great-
er respect for the contemporary alarm which it excited.
The e¢asy sceptlcism of the nineteenth century is no
longer tenable., Christienity had won =-- capecially in
remote and sparsely populeted districts -- only a
superficilel victory over paganism. The old nature
cults of fertility, the earth, the Great Hother, lived
on in debased and subterranean forms. ... Plants that
had lived in the dark for long ages sprouted suddanls-,
and offended the sunlight with noxious blooms, "

The advice of St. John to tost the spirits is still very
necessary (1.John 4,1-3), and the same tests still hold
good today.

Closely. associated‘with witchoraft 1s'hypmt;sm.

fypnotism . itself has been prov be nothing supernatural,

However, when hypnotism is to perform aupernatura.l
things, then it 1s nothing but a small part of witcheorafi;
end if certein superngfural resulis ave obtained, it is _only
through Satenic ag
suestions concerning death and the dead seem to be the
axis about which meny of such phenomena revolve (Cp. Saul
end tho witch at Fndor in 1 Sam, 283 cp. also 1 Chron, 1ll,
15.14). MNeny seock .to commnicate with the dead, and in
connectlion with such attempts we often hear of the accounts

ol snooirs ar.d',r_r,hosts and the so-called "Poltergeist.," They

.indicato their presence with welrd nolses, tapping and Imock-

ing, footsteps, loud cries, rattlings, sighs, whlsperings,
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etc., together with »the actuval appearance of ghosts and
spooks end spectres at times. Nony of these accounts ere
'r_.-;anuine (Cp';' tho historical account of such happenings in
the home of tho Vesleys)s Similar phenomena occur:elso in
cases of modern demonlac possession; both are of. Satenic
origin, The Smalcald Articles state: ."Die boesen Geistsp
heben vielo Pueberel emgerichtet, da sile als lHenschenseelen
erachienen sind, llessen, Vigilien, Wallfshrten und andere
Almoson geohelschet mit unsaeglichen Iuegen und Schalkheit-
en (lmeller, pe 303)." 4ind Imther adds: #*

"llach dor Zukunft und Geburt Christi aber hat
dor Teufel dle Welt greulich betrogen;, da er zum
ocoftermmale Gespenster, Poltergeister und boese
ingel gesandt hates +s¢ Und 18t solches unsere eigene
Soauld, well wir den Herrn nicht haben hoeren wollen,
sondern haben begehrt, die Engel zu hoeren, haben
sonderliche Offenbarungen und Erscheinungen gu haben
wollen, Darum haben wir such mit ganzem Haurfen gefund-
on, was wir gesucht haben, zu unserem groszen Schaden,"
Finelly, other phenomena releted to demoniac possession

are the phenomena of Spiritism, A great amount of spirit-
istic phenomena is admittedly based on elaborate achemes of
trickery and deception. However, 1t is also recognized
that some of its phenomena are genuine; and, vhile some
attribute it to communion with departed souls, Scripture
assigns it to the activity of evil spirits, Dr. L.S. Forbes

Winslow in his Spiritual Madness writes concerning Spiritism:

# Stae L. Ausgs, I, 15256, 1528,

R e




nan‘I"—"”“‘
pr P

=58-
"The mediums ofton manifest signs of sn abnormal condition
of thoir menbol focultlos, cnd among certain of them are
found uvnequivocel indications off a true demoniacel possess-
fei

Spiritualism hes taken the form of & religion with many
people; but it is en anti-christian religlon, + Thus it
would not seom at all logical if God would give them power
to perform miracles, thus confirming theoir felse doctrine.

In swmary, the Gospels alweys use Oatpmov [’-ee nda e
to indicete possession by demons for én evil purpose, Thus,
Spiritism end rolated ocoult systems; in the 1ight of God's
tiord, aro prohibited doalings with the devil and his demons,
Conscauently those inexplicable phenomena in the realm of .
the occult and spiritistic, scothsaying, clairvoyancy,
sorcery, and so forth fall under the apostle's waming whon
ho sposlts of those vho Tpoe Efovees Tveupedecy Mldvees Hat
S edabralias deww.&uv w= 1 PTim, 4,1,

To conclude this section we clte again & warning by Dr.
Winslow: "Ten thousand unfortunate people are at the pre=
sent time confined in lunatic asylums on account of heving
tamperod with the supernatural." =

% JFor a complete discussion of Spiritism sce J.G« Raupert's
lodern Spiritism, Concordia '.'heological lionthly 1953 (ppe.
598-508), Vietoria Institute Feb. 16,1951,

#%  Winslow Spiritusl Kadness
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CONCLUSION
From the evidences of Scripture, corroborated by modern
xemples from 21l cormers of the world, a8 well as 'b:,r the
reso:arches of ﬁrominent theologiens, sclentlsts, and other
investigators, we are cloarly entitled to take the Mew
Testoment mecounts of demoniac possession as genuine without
a doubt, On the other hand, the increesse in i:amgering in
the supernatural, the increesing ungodlinésé of the world .
lead us ever more to the conclusion that the organized
forces. of ovil vzéz-king ageinst Cod and men are achieving
moreo and nore success ---a. sien that the Last Day is not
fer off, e repeat sgain (Eph. 6,11,12): "Put on the
vhole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand against
the wlles of the devil. For we wrestle not agalnst flesh
and blood, but ageinst i:rincipali.t:l_as s against powers,
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, agalnst
spiritual wickedness in high places,"

=FINIS=

Harold J. Meleske
April 9, 1940

SRerr—y
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