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Greek and Hebrew Catechetical 
Devotions
Jaron Melin

The Greek and Hebrew catechetical 
devotions are intended for all students 
of the Greek and Hebrew Bibles who 

wish to embed their practice of reading the 
Bible from the original languages within a 
devotional format. Not only will they practice 
reading the Bible in the original languages, but 
they will also recite the Ten Commandments, 

the Apostles’ Creed, and the Lord’s Prayer in the biblical languages. It is fitting and proper to 
review the ABCs of the Christian faith as one engages with the Scriptures. The grammar of 
faith as expressed in the Catechism is an indispensable guide for navigating the theology of the 
Scriptures, which informs our interpretive decisions. To recite the Catechism in the biblical 
languages helps to further take God’s Word to heart so that interpreting the Scriptures in their 
original languages may be more than just a cognitive exercise but truly an exercise of faith and 
worship. As we read the Scriptures and become immersed in them, we can find our anchor in 
the Catechism which guides our reading. Now, we may ask, “Why have the Catechism in the 
biblical languages? Why not keep them in English?” The aspect of immersion is key. As we read 
the Bible in its original languages, we are engaging in the worlds in which those languages were 
spoken. Rather than imposing our English version of the Catechism into the Greek or Hebrew 
world of the Bible, we can engage the text on its own cultural terms while still keeping the 
transcultural truth of the Catechism. We can interact with the Greek and Hebrew worlds of the 
Bible in a respectful way while still being firmly grounded in the Christian faith which has been 
given to us. The Greek and Hebrew languages as well as the Catechism have been instrumental 
for passing on the Gospel of Jesus Christ from generation to generation, and these catechetical 
devotions are intended to keep doing that.

For the Hebrew, we make use of the Westminster Codex Leningrad,1 the multilingual 
version of Luther’s Small Catechism by Johannes Clajus,2 and Franz Delitzsch’s Hebrew 
translation of the New Testament.3 For the Greek, we make use of Brenton’s Septuagint,4 Philip 
Schaff ’s Creeds of Christendom,5 and the Textus Receptus.6 All these sources are in the public 
domain, and no restrictions are given on the use of these devotions.

Many great thanks are given to Dr. Gerhard Bode for making the work of Johannes 
Clajus known. This project would not have been possible without this wonderful resource. 
Thanks are also given to Dr. Mart Thompson for showing us how to do daily devotions using the 
Catechism.

Concerning the formatting, the section-titles can be read aloud during the devotion 
as desired, the rubrics (the italicized text) give additional instruction as desired, and certain 
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portions of the text are in bold if one wishes to use these devotions in a group-setting. The leader 
of the devotion speaks the non-bold text, and the people speak the bold text in response.

Endnotes
1 Christopher V. Kimball, Westminster Leningrad Codex (CrossWire Bible Society: Sword Module Version 1.9, 2013), https://www.crosswire.org/sword/modules/
ModInfo.jsp?modName=WLC .
2 Johannes Clajus, Johannes Hardeck, and Abdias Praetorius, 1608. Catechesis D. Martini Lutheri Minor Germanice, Latine, Graece [et] Ebraice. (Wittenberg, 
Germany. Witebergae: Selfisch, 1608; Wolfenbüttel: Herzog August Bibliothek, 2014), http://diglib.hab.de/drucke/a-361b-8f-helmst-2s/start.htm .
3 Franz Delitzsch, The Hebrew New Testament (The Xiphos Developer Team: Sword Module Version 1.0, 2011), http://www.kirjasilta.net/ha-berit/index.html .
4 Brenton, Sir Lancelot C. L. Brenton, μετάφραση των εβδομήκοντα: The Greek Septuagint with Apocrypha. (eBible.org: Sword Module Version 1.4, 2020), https://
ebible.org/details.php?id=grcbrent .
5 Philip Schaff, Creeds of Christendom, with a History and Critical notes: Volume II The History of Creeds (Grand Rapids, MI: Christian Classics Ethereal Library, 
2009), 64, https://ccel.org/ccel/s/schaff/creeds2/cache/creeds2.pdf or https://www.ccel.org/ccel/schaff/creeds2.iv.i.i.i.html .
6 Adam Boyd, Η Καινή Διαθήκη: The Greek Textus Receptus New Testament with manuscript annotations by Adam Boyd (eBible.org: Sword Module Version 10.0, 
2021), https://ebible.org/details.php?id= grctr .
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HEBREW DEVOTIONAL CATECHISM 

Mt, 211: 1.'JI, 

D'iJ7i1 rliW.l) 
• ~ : • V V •: 

:;'Q'~ il1i1' ' ~)~ 

0 :c•7r,i~ C'i'.1?~ 97-n:~'. N? M 
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:c•rpi, i?i'.1 n1~i:m ;,~;:, ,;:, ~ w;,~ -n~ :ru1;,::, m,~ J'Q~Q ' )~ 
!l :J~l'.t C'l.)7i y •:.i:i- n~1 :,ip;;:, n~1p1;1-n~ C'l'.lfPIJ nr:i•,9 -n~ 
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GREEK DEVOTIONAL CATECHISM 

'E1tlKCXAOuµe0cx "CO ovoµa Kup[ou 

Ei~ -rO Ovoµcx -rot> no:tp(),£ Kai toU oioU Kai -roU 0:y(oo rrvE\lµo::ro~. j\µfiv. 

Oi Ll€KCX A6y0t 

Mt. 28:J9b 

'Eyw £i1n Kup,oc; o 0nx ; oou. Ex. 2,2-11 

a OUac Ecrovtcxt oo, Otoi &'l't:po1.. 
ll Ou >-i\,pu to ovo11u Kupiou toi> 8toi> oou tnl 11utui<i>• 
y Mvri<10r1n t~v ~11tpuv t&v oujljlatwv /xy,a~uv uotr\v. 
<> Tiµu tov nuttpu oou, •ul 

11\v 
µ~ttpu oou . 

• Ou µo,xsuous . 
~ Ou KAt
~r••s-TJ ou <pov,uotts

. 0 OU tpto6oµaptopr\or.t~ Kc.nix 'COO nAriaiov ooo µaptopiav q,i:u6f1 . 
t Oi.nc i:.n-180µ1\crnu; t~v ohciav -coi) nAri criov aou· 
K Oi>K f-rn8oµJlaeu; t~v yovaiKa 'COO nAqaiov aoo, ol>'tc t0v n:ai-6a aU' roU, oOu 

t~v 
n:cn0i

aKqv aU-roU, oUu to0 ~ooc; ain:oll, 0U't1: -coU imotoy iou aO'foll, oote 
Ooa -r<i> nAqoiov aoo fot i. 

'H Avayvwcnc; 
Rt-tttl /ram llir Gn;rA· 81',lr, Jiu· p_,.1,lm ... thr Crttf'd1i,,m, Qr ~(HIit' 1lt:'1•0U1m. 

IuµBo11.ov -rwv Anocr-r611.wv 

O.onow £ls 8£/>Y 1tuttpu, OuvtOKf)C<topu, Oou 1t~Y oupuvoi) Ku l Y~S-
Kcx

i de; ·
11100Uv Xpu :nOv, Yi()v AUtol> 't()v 110voytvf\, tOv K6ptov iwG>v. 1()v 

00U.r1q,8tvta £K flvtupatas ixyioo, y tvv118tvta £K Maplul; •~s 7tup8tvoo, ncx8ovm 
i:ni Tiov-riou TI1.Acr:1ou, cnaupu)8£vux , 0av6vta , Kai -rcxq>£vta, KanA86vta t i~ -rix 
KO:'C<l>'Ca'ta, tfl 'tpi'tn ~µtp{X crvaatCXv-ra ixnO -r&v VtKp&v. ixvr:A86v-ra t i~ 'COO~ 
oUpavoO~. Ka0et6µt vov tv l>r:~1{( 0eo0 TiatpOt; mxvto&uvCXµou, CK£10ev tpxOµ evov 
Kpivat t&vta~ 

Kai veKpoU~. n,au6w flit; 't0 
IlveOµa: 

-rO f\y,ov , Cl)'iav Ka:0oAtK~v fKKAfla la:v, ixyioov 
Kotvooviav, ci<peatv lxµapttii>v , aapKbc; ixvCXa-raa1v , too~v o:i6>v1ov . Aµ llv. 
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Eux6µe6c:x npo<; i:ov Kupwv. 
F:,wl, JN'tMUI fllYl!l" for tlu, i!t1~/· F,ud ,.,, Hi/ /'n&!/tcr 1,!J .~r&tfiuy; 

K1ip11, ,-~. f/1 ◄su,mon,h·u d(J(l• ri<1(n:(,C,d(IV l'rj<; trpot1rux,is luu•w. 

K,'., p,c, i>. t q<TOV. Xpt(TTC, tA tlJ(TOV. Kop, c, i>. t 11<1ov. i\µ11v . 

'H Eux~ Kupl<XKfi 

1•~ ,,,._., u.xx, 
Mt. 17:lfj 

naup 1\µ00v O i:v 'tOi <; oUpavo'i<;. Mt. 6°:9 ~1,Y 

a i\ylaa8f\-cu) 't0 Ovoµix aou. 
I\ 'D.0 etO> it jla .,n>.~ia <JOU. 

y r,v q0/ttw ro 0;>.qµa aou , "'S h oupav<;,, Kai ini sijs y~s
S Tbv &p'tOV ~µfuv 't0V i: 1tto6otov Sos flµiv ofiµ1:pov . 
, Kai a<p< S qµiv t a <><pElAf\µata qµ&v, "' S Kai /t µEis u,pi,µev to¼; <><p<WtatS 

~~1fuv. 
~ Ka, µit tiaevtyKnS f\µus ti s 1mpao 11ov, 
q AAAu />uoa, 'lf•<'xs ixno ,ou nov qpou . 

.. Ot, oou tonv it ~ao,1.ti a Ka i /1 66varus K<X l it 66~0< •is ,ous aio\vas. A1 n\v. 

'H Eu>-.oyic:x 

-E~oµo>.oy,10 0, ,,~ Kup i,~. ou <'<ya 8os, on tl s to v alo\va to ,>-, as aot ou. 
P~. 196:1 (L .XX.) 

R xa r•s <OU Ko pi ou 'h1<1ou Xp t<TTOU •a l it tiywr~ soi) 8 cou •al •i KOlVC,,v(a tOU ay(ou 
1tvt011atoc; µcrCl 1tOvt<1.w tjµ&v . j\µI\V. 2 c(). t:,:14 

6

Grapho : Concordia Seminary Student Journal, Vol. 4 [2022], Iss. 1, Art. 8

https://scholar.csl.edu/grapho/vol4/iss1/8


	Greek and Hebrew Catechetical Devotions
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1669907523.pdf.ekUmz

