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Melin: Greek and Hebrew Catechetical Devotions

Greek and Hebrew Catechetical
Devotions

Jaron Melin

Jaron Melin is a fourth-year conclud- he Greek and Hebrew catechetical

ing MDiv-student from Wichita, KS. devotions are intended for all students
He earned a bachelor’s and a master’s of the Greek and Hebrew Bibles who
degree in mathematics at Wichita
State University. He will be continuing

his education in the STM program in Bible from the original languages within a
| the next academic year focusing on
systematic theology.

wish to embed their practice of reading the

devotional format. Not only will they practice
reading the Bible in the original languages, but
they will also recite the Ten Commandments,
the Apostles’ Creed, and the Lord’s Prayer in the biblical languages. It is fitting and proper to
review the ABCs of the Christian faith as one engages with the Scriptures. The grammar of
faith as expressed in the Catechism is an indispensable guide for navigating the theology of the
Scriptures, which informs our interpretive decisions. To recite the Catechism in the biblical
languages helps to further take God’s Word to heart so that interpreting the Scriptures in their
original languages may be more than just a cognitive exercise but truly an exercise of faith and
worship. As we read the Scriptures and become immersed in them, we can find our anchor in
the Catechism which guides our reading. Now, we may ask, “Why have the Catechism in the
biblical languages? Why not keep them in English?” The aspect of immersion is key. As we read
the Bible in its original languages, we are engaging in the worlds in which those languages were
spoken. Rather than imposing our English version of the Catechism into the Greek or Hebrew
world of the Bible, we can engage the text on its own cultural terms while still keeping the
transcultural truth of the Catechism. We can interact with the Greek and Hebrew worlds of the
Bible in a respectful way while still being firmly grounded in the Christian faith which has been
given to us. The Greek and Hebrew languages as well as the Catechism have been instrumental
for passing on the Gospel of Jesus Christ from generation to generation, and these catechetical
devotions are intended to keep doing that.

For the Hebrew, we make use of the Westminster Codex Leningrad,' the multilingual
version of Luther’s Small Catechism by Johannes Clajus,” and Franz Delitzsch’s Hebrew
translation of the New Testament.® For the Greek, we make use of Brenton’s Septuagint,* Philip
Schaff’s Creeds of Christendom,’ and the Textus Receptus.® All these sources are in the public

domain, and no restrictions are given on the use of these devotions.

Many great thanks are given to Dr. Gerhard Bode for making the work of Johannes
Clajus known. This project would not have been possible without this wonderful resource.
Thanks are also given to Dr. Mart Thompson for showing us how to do daily devotions using the

Catechism.

Concerning the formatting, the section-titles can be read aloud during the devotion

as desired, the rubrics (the italicized text) give additional instruction as desired, and certain
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portions of the text are in bold if one wishes to use these devotions in a group-setting. The leader
of the devotion speaks the non-bold text, and the people speak the bold text in response.

Endnotes

1 Christopher V. Kimball, Westminster Leningrad Codex (CrossWire Bible Society: Sword Module Version 1.9, 2013), hteps://www.crosswire.org/sword/modules/
ModInfojsp?modName=WLC .

2 Johannes Clajus, Johannes Hardeck, and Abdias Practorius, 1608. Catechesis D. Martini Lutheri Minor Germanice, Latine, Graece [et] Ebraice. (Wittenberg,
Germany. Witebergae: Selfisch, 1608; Wolfenbiittel: Herzog August Bibliothek, 2014), heep://diglib.hab.de/drucke/a-361b-8f-helmst-2s/start.hem .

3 Franz Delitzsch, The Hebrew New Testament (The Xiphos Developer Team: Sword Module Version 1.0, 2011), htep://www.kirjasilta.net/ha-berit/index.heml .

4 Brenton, Sir Lancelot C. L. Brenton, petédpasy twv eBdouikovra: The Greek Septuagint with Apocrypha. (eBible.org: Sword Module Version 1.4, 2020), heeps://
cbible.org/details.php?id=grcbrent .

S Philip Schaff, Creeds of Christendom, with a History and Critical notes: Volume II The History of Creeds (Grand Rapids, MI: Christian Classics Ethereal Library,
2009), 64, hteps://ccel.org/ccel/s/schaff/creeds2/cache/creeds2.pdf or heeps://www.ccel.org/ccel/schaff/creeds2.iv.i.iiheml .

6 Adam Boyd, H Koy Awbicn: The Greek Textus Receptus New Testament with manuscript annotations by Adam Boyd (eBible.org: Sword Module Version 10.0,
2021), heeps://cbible.org/details.php?id= gretr .
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HEBREW DEVOTIONAL CATECHISM
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GREEK DEVOTIONAL CATECHISM
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