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Dr. Luther once wrote: "There ia no more precious
treasure nor nobler thing upon esrth and in thls life
than a2 true and foithful parson and preacher. The spilir-
itual preacher increasseth the kingdom of God, filleth
heaven with saints, plundereth hell, guardeth men a-
gainst death, putteth a stop to sin, instructeth the
world, consoleth every man according to hlis conditilon,
preserveth peace and unity, tralneth young people ex-
cellently, planteth all kinde of virtue in the nation;
in short, he oreateth a new world and bulldeth a house
that shall not pass away." l.

But how can a pastor succeassfully do all these things?
We do not endeavor to give a complete answer to that ques-
tion. W%e do say this much, however: In order to realize the
beautiful portrayal of the ministry that Dr. Luther has paint-
ed in the above quotation, the prescher must, among other
thinga, know rightly how to apply the Viord of God; he must
be nble to satiasfy the needs of hies flock. True, he must
preach the Vord - but he must do more than that; he must
faithfully and correctly apply the Tord. If he cannot do
that, he is 2 fallure. TFor example, & pastor preaches a
germon on the duties of a milllonaire to an audlence of
atreetsweepers and VPA workers. It 1s an excellent sermon,
and it would be all right - if applied to the right hear-
ers - but as it 1s, preached to the poor and needy, 1t does
no good; 1t does not satisfy their needs. “A ridiculous
example,”" proteste the reader. Ve agree, but all too often
the pastor aoproaches the ridiculous in making the practi-
cal- application of his sermon; he fails rightly to apply
the truth of his text; he falls to edlfy the falth and 1life

of his hearers. Thus, we see the lmportance of the practi-

1. Fritz, "pastoral Theology", p.. 67
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eal application of the sermon.

Spurgeon once wrote that "where the application begine,
there the sermon besins."l' Since the application 1s so0 im-
portant, 1t will be the primary purpose of thls thesls to
offer suggestlons to the preacher on how he may lmprove and
develop his 2bllity in constructing the practlcal applica-
tion of his sermon. The papér shall not be limited to mere
suggestions, however; we shall dlescuss and make a study of
the subject from all important angles (such as: the nature
of the application, the necessity of the application, the
purpose of the application, etc.). Vriting on a subject of
thls type 1ls not like maklng a report on some hietoricel
toplc. Authority in such a paper as this demands the wisdom
of an experienced pastor. The author is as yet not a pastor,
and hence he must take advantage of the experlence of others;
he will be forced to use frequent quotations, in order to
prove his points. === But let us proceed in the followlng
to the firet point!

1. Broadus, "Preparation And Delivery Of Sermons", p. 230
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I. THE N:TURE OF THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION

In discussing "The Nature of the Practical Application"
It 1s our purpose to glve a definition of what 1ls meant by

the concept "practical application™ and to present briefly
a8 general survey of what 1s concluded in thles concept. What
ve offer now in general shall be dlscussed later in detail.

Hence, as the body of the paper progresses, vwe warn the read-

er that there shall be necessary repetitions of the thought

that we shall outline 1n general in this chapter before us.
A, THE APPLICATION IN GENERAL

DFFINITION CF THE APPLICATION - What ls the practical appli-

cation of the sermon? In short, 1t is the applying of the
truth of the text to the needs of the people, for the purpose
of making a change in the people, elther in falth or in life.
"It is nothing more and nothing less than the focusing of
the truth of the text, in a concrete and practical manner,
upon present-day persons, problems, and conditiona.“l'
Eany pastors make the mistake of speaking before the

people, instead of speaking to the people. They forget that
there are blood-bought souls before them, and that they must
be instrumental in saving theee souls. Hence, they look for-
werd to thelr Sunday sermons with a feellng of 1ndifference,
a "get-it-over-with" attitude; they recite the truth, instead
of applying the truth! Phelps, in his "Theory of Preaching®,
writes that "preaching, in the high ideal of 1it, never dls-
cugses truth for the sake of discussion; never 1llustrates

truth for the sake of diuplay.“a' He means to say that the

1. Frledrioha
2. Phelps, "Theory of Preaching", p. 515

"The Practical Application in the Sermon", CTM,V.5,p.250
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ponstor must not present the truth of his text as though he
vere writing an examination on Dogmatlcs, for the classroom.
A recitation of the truth without the‘prectlcal application
1s next to useless.

ESSENTIAL PARTS OF THE APPLICATION - But what are the compo-

nent parts of the practlcel application? ¥e answer this ques-
tion briefly at this point in our diecussion in order to give
the reader an 1ldea of what 1ls included by the concept "prac-.
tlcal application"; as the thought progresses, vwe shall go in-
to detall on the various conslderatlione that must be observed
in making a study of the practical applicatlon. Suffice it
to say, at thles poilnt, that in his application the pastor
muet reach the needs of the people; on the basis of hls text,
he must tell the hearere rhat to do, how to do 1t, and he
muet use the persuagsive appeal to the will to inspire them to
act.
"Besides the application proper, in which we show

the hearer how the truths of the sermon apply to him

(what to do), and besides the frequent practicsl sug-

sestions as to the beset mode and meane of performing

the duty urged (how to do it), there is =2lso common-

ly included 211 that we denote by the terms ‘persua-

slon' and'exhortation' (persuzsive appeal)."l.

PERSONAL APPEAL OF THE APPLICATION - Since the pastor 1s

talking to people, and not before people, it naturally fol-

lows that his application of the truth must be personal to -
the hearer. Ve set up St. Paul as the model . :Pnul preaches
before Agrippa; but he also preaches to Agrippa. Tvhat was
At that made Agrippa cry, "Almost thou persuadest me to be a
Christian" (fcts 26, 28)7? He had been touched. Paul stood
1. Broadus, "Preparation and Dellvery of Sermons"”, p. 230




before him in fettere - a eed specimen - "but the Vord of
God 1s not bound;" and by the proper personal appeal in ap-
plying the Truth he almost effected, by the power of the Holy
Ghost, the conversion of King Herod Agrippa. Hear his point-
ed personal appeal: "King Agrippa, believest thou the proph-
eta?" (fhots 26,27). Paul wes eiming at the heart; he was
trying to mrke the Truth he had presented personal to the
hearer, 2s we see from hig conclusion: "I would to God, that
not only thou, but also all that hear me thls day, were both
almost, and nltogether such 2e I am, except these bonds"
(Acte 26,29). ;

e cannot all be St. Pauls. Grented! But why 1s it
that some preachere fall so mlserably short of even approach-
ing the high plane of St. Paul's preaching? Or, putting it
another way, why is 1t that they cannot hit the heart? The
ansver 1s obvious: They do not understand the principles gov-
erning the invention and the use of the practicel applica-
tion. Some have no prectical application at all in thelr
sermons; others try to apply the truth of the text in the same
dry, stereotyped, superficial manner Sunday after Sunday.
Still others endeavor to explaln away thelr feeble applications
ae followe: "There are two types of germons," they ﬁay, "the
textual and the practieal; if you want to be practical, you
muet srcrifice the textual character of the sermon!"™ Theot 1s
wrong. The practical sermon must be textunl, and the textusl
sermon must be practical. In view of thls common misunderatand-

ing among many miniasters, it 1s entirely in order under this
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dilscussion of "The Nature of the iApplication” to mention
briefly a few of the necessary principles that must be un-
derstood "a priori" by the pastor who would meet the re-

quircements for making good applications in hls sermonizing.
B. THE APPLICATION MUST BE TEXTUAL

As sald above, the practical application of the sermon
must be textual; 1.c., i1t muat have its origln in the text.
It must not be a mere appendage to the body of the sermon;
nor must 1t be 2 series of exhortatlons bullt around the
over-used expression, "Let ue!"; nor must it be a rhetorical
ornament suggested by the 1ngenq1ty of the preacher. The ap-
plication must not be imposed upon the text, but it must be
dravn out of the text. If it 1s imposed upon the text, it
destroye the unity of the sermon and dlvorces the message
from the text.

Dr. M. Reu writes: "The truth contained in the text
1s get forth in its value for the present and lald in
all its naturalness, without vidlence, upon men's hearts,
g0 that the application will grow by an inner necessity
out of the text and will be nothing else than the organ-
1ic unfolding of the text."l.

Since the application muat grow out of the text, Prof.
Friedrich gives a helpful hint when he advises: "Since this
is an essential requirement, 1t 1s obvious that the selection
of applications dare not be postponed till the outline of the
gsermon has been completed, but that, on the contrary, their
inventlon must be given 2 prominent place in the preacher's

2a
meditation on the text."

1. Reu, "Homiletlics", p. 502

2. Friedrich, "The Practical Application in the Sermon",CTM,V.5,p.250
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But what preliminary procedure should the preacher fol-
lovi, 1f he 18 to make his applications textual? Homiletici-
ans agree in laylng down the follovwing tvwo necessary rules:

l. The pastor must study the text for the purpose
of understonding the exegetlcal and historical beck-
ground. He must establish what the meaning and the
purpoee of the text were at the time it vas written.

2. The pastor must make ¢ speclal homiletlical
study of the text. This homileticel study must be
baged. on the exegetic=l study, but it must advance
farther.

"There will always be a difference between

the exposition ( exegetical study), which, in the

interest of hlstorical knowledge, seeks to under-

stand and explain the text in 1ts chronological
setting, and the application ( homiletical study),

by which the inner 1ife which hae taken form 1n

the text 1s placed into the thick of the present

situntion in order that it may recreete ltself

in nevw forms with the 2id of the materials offer-
ed by the same." 1.

C. THE APPLIC,TION MU”T BT GOVERNED BY A PROPER DISTINCTION
; \% AN

In discussing the nature of the practlcal application

- ‘An general, we have one more point to consider; namely, that
the application must be governed by a2 proper distinction be-
tween Law and-Goapel. The preacher must determine whether
his text deals with lLaw or Gospel, and he must make the
proper application according to the neede of the people.

He must be able rightly to divide the Word of Truth, heeding
I. Reu, "Homiletice", p.50




well the words of St. Paul to Timothy: "Study to show thy-
self approved unto God, & workman that needeth not to be a-
shamed, rightly dividing the Vord of Truth" (2 Tim. 2, 15).
"The Word of Truth ie to be divided according to the needs
of the peorle, Law and Gdspel finding their proper applica-
tlon.“l' For instance, eay the preacher 1s working out a
germon on Gal. 3, 10-13, and he vants to make a speclal ap-
plicatlon of the truth taught in verse 10: "For as many as
are of the vorks of the Lew are under the curse: for it 1is
written, Cursed 1ls every one that continueth not in all
things which are written in the book of the lLav to do them."
In applying thle text to a misslon congregation, composed
largely of self-righteous, secure sinners, the pastor will
drive home to them the truth that thelr works avall nothing
before God in making them just and holy - and then he will
meke a strong application concerning Justification by Felth.
He will concentrate largely on the Goapel-application, which
follows as a loglcal inference from the truth taught in the
veree. If he makee an application on thies same verse to an
indoctrinated congregation of belleving Christians, he wlll
have an opportunity ( from inference) to instruct the people
on the third use of the Law, as a rule for good vorks and
the Christian life of Sanctification. The pastor can take
it for granted to a certailn extent that the people will
readily agree that good worke avall nothing in Justification
(although even good Christians must constantly be reminded
of that). Hence he can ask: “"Are we then to dlsregard the
Y. Eretzmann, Leoture Notes, rastoral Letters
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Law altogether?” = To vhich question he will reply: "No! Ve
muet use the Law as o rule!" = ind then in hie appllcation
he w1ll dwell briefly on the third use of the Law (It 1s un-
derstood, of course, that better texte may be taken from the
Blble to show the third uee of the Lew; the author merely
uses thie one verese to show how & logleczl inference may be
made from the text in order to present & practical applica=
tion by "rightly dividing the Word of Truth").
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II. NECTSSITY OF THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION

¥hy 1s the practical applicatlon neceseary? In view of
thls necesslty, what must the prescher do zbout 1t? In ansver-
ing theee questiona we shall conslder the following points:
¥%e shall dlscuse the necessity of the application as being
prompted by condltione 1in the world, the needs of the human
henrt 1n zenersl, and the particular needs of the congrega-
tion; and as we study these factors, we shall continually make
references to tﬁe pastor's duty in view of thls necessity of

the practical application.

L. CONMDITIONS IN THE WORLD DEMAND THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION

In the first place, the practical applicetion of the
sermon 1e neceessary because conditions in the world demand
it. "Men have not changed, but conditions have changed."l.
Ve do not mean to eay that man 1s more sinful today than
in the pest, and that therefore conditions in the world to-
day demand the practical apolicatlon of the sermon, vwheress
in the paest 1t was not needed. Our contention, first of all,
1s thies: "ilen have not changed." ¥an has always been sinful,
and therefore he needs the Word of God. He 1s stlll tempted
by the devil, the world, and his own sinful flesh, Juat'aa
he has always been. By nature he can do nothing to fight
these anclent enemles; he ie epiritually dead. con41tions-

in the world today, hovever, have made matters even worse.

Hence, our second contention 1s this: "Conditlons have changed."

I. Fritz, "rastoral Theology's P-97



The popular magazine, the novel, the tavern, the modern dance,
the radic, the motion pleture, riches, the temptztions for
evil offered by thc sutomoblile - 21l of these are factors
that challenge and threaten the spiritual welfzre of our
peonle. Annther conslderstion thot must be m=ade ie thzat in
thle twentieth century we have the "mob-2ge". The mob spirit
ie evident in the crowded streetcar, on the streets of the
blg city, and in the =2islesz of the busy department store.

i2n feels insignificeant; 1t 1= ezcsy for him to forget that
nles ies 2 blood-bought soul. All of these obstacles to the
Christlan's edificatlon muet be met and anewered; thefde-
mand the practiczl avplication of the sermon.

THE PASTOR'S DUTY = That then is the pastor's duty in view
of thils neceesity? He must stuéy the times, the 2ge 1n which
he lives, the temptatlons th=t confront his people. "The
preacher muet understand the age in which he livesg, with £ll
1te ilxvortant movemente, 1te latent tendencles and perplexing
cross-currents, its particular problems, and the m=nifold
dangers with which it confronts his people.”

' Why does g0 much of our preaching leave the heerers
cold? XcComb answers this Question in his "Preaching in
Theory and Practice": "Much preaching today leaves the hearer
cold, and the question is, Vhy? Mainly because many preachers
have no real vision and therefore no real understanding of
the times. They are etill living in the past."a' "The old
Gospel should be applied to the pecullar needs of the time
in which one 1s 1iving and have due regard for the neede of

L. Friedrich, "Practlcal Application in the Sermon",CTH, V.5,p.252
2. YeComb, “Preachlns in Theory and Practice", p.5
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man under such present conditions end eircumstanoea.“l'

The pastor must study the times. True! But how can the
pastor lea;n to understand the times? He must get out into
the vworld! He must not remain secluded in his study.
muet learn what 1s going on in the world; he must gtudy the
times! If he does that, then will he be 2ble to bg practicel
in hie sermons. As Schuster puts 1t: "Heraus aus der Studler-
stube! Hinein ins Leben!"2. "It 1s not a maerk of excellency,
but a decided shortcoming, if the times are not reflected
in the preacher's personelity, 1f the charzcter of the age
elther does not influence it at all or passes through 1t
as through a vaouum.“s' Even Dr. Luther says: "Ein Prediger
muee dle Welt kennengelernt haben." : And a0 we see that con-
ditions in the world demand that the pastor be most careful
and gonacientioua in working out his application; and to do
that he must know the times; and to do that he must study
the times=!

The vorde of Dr. Fritg deserve mention: "A preach-
er therefore must well study the time in which he lives
and learn which errors, prejudicee, dangers, sins,
vices, etc., are especlally threatening to do harm
to the souls which Christ has bought with Hles pre-
clous blood and which the Lord has entrusted to the
pastor's care and for which the pastor will have to
give an aceount unto God, Heb. 13, 17." 5.

The pastor must remember this one thing, however; namely,
that although conditions in the world are changed, the root
of all woe and wickedness round about the Church 1s gin! He
must most certainly consider the times 2nd the changea of
the 2g8e in vhich he 1s living, but in hls applications he
I"FFIfEE'"?EETEFEI'TﬁadIo§y > De 95

2. Ruoted from Friedrich,
3. Schweltzer, "Homlletiocs", p. 274

4. St. L.
5. Fritz, E%aatgghl ngglogy s P97

Practical Application”,CTid, V.5, p.252



must strike at the troublesome factor that lurke behind it
all - ein. He must alm at ein, and he muet hit the merk!
Oncs more we repeat the convineing thought of Dr. Fritz:

"%hile the changed condltlone todsy have to
some extent taken on a new aspect and thus present
new and dlfferent problems, the underlying cause of
all evil even today ie sin, which 1s esgentlally
doing 1ts vork in the same way it ever has done.
Algo 1lts pecullor menifestation, such ae money-
madnese, pleasure-madness, and lust-madness, and,
in the flnel analysis, unbellief, are clearly re-
cognizable 2t 211 timee in the hietory of the vworld,
though in varying degrees and in different vays." 1.

To summarize, then: The condltions in the world demand
the practieanl npplieation, and in view of this necessity the
pastor must know the age in vhich he 1= living; and 28 he
anplies the Yiord of God in his text to the demandes of tﬁe

timee, he must strike at the root of the whole matter - sin!

B. THY N=EDS OF THE HUMAN HEART IN GENERA

APPLICTION

But the pastor must do more than merely acquaint himself
with the age in which he 18 living. He must know "people", the
humen heart; for the needs of the human heart in general de-
mand that his sermone have & very practical application.

The humsn heart hae many wants, and the pastor must sa-
tiefy these wants. Ye offer 2 few suggestione as to certaln
neede that 2re in the hearts of most people, heedg vhich can
be satisfied by proper cpvlications. People continually worry;
the pastor will find a warm,welcome spot in their hearts by
directing to them the wordes of the Savior, "Let not your
heart be troubled; I will not leave you comfortless; I will
I. Fritz, "Pastoral Theology', DP» 10




come to you" (John 14, 1. 18). The longing in the human heart
for peace offers abundant material and opportunity for another
fine apolic~tion. ¥oet people are 1inclined to doubt certain
things in religlon (doctrines, God's justice, ete.). Why not
then direct appliertlons to the doubte of people? [Fear also
hee 2 prominent place in the average human heart (fear of
glckness, the future, old age, death, damnation). The gelf-
sufficiencx that liee in the he=rts of mony people, due to
succerses in the past, makes an excellent starting point

for many appllcations, especially vhen the preacher wants

to bring out our dependence on God. The human heart is al-
80 inclined to take the other extreme and be full of desponden-
ey because of certaln things 1n the past, oftcntimes caused
by regret over certaln manifeet eina. Vhat a fine heart-
string for the pastor to touch when he preaches on forgiveness!
He can meke hls appllcation very practical by assuring the
people that thelr elne are forgiven, end tgat they need not
be decpondcnt! Questioning Cod's justice 1= one of the most
troublesome concerne in the hesrt of both Christien and un-
believer. You c2n never apply to the people too much the
truth that "all things work together for good to them that
love God" (Rom. 8, 28). That thought can be brought out
beautifully in many texts, with different approaches,and
never become tiresome.

THE PASTOR'S DUTY - In view of these needs of the human heart
l and the great possibilities offered the pastor if he is ac-
quainted with them, what then is the pastor's duty, Af he is
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to make hie applicatione practicsl? As said before, the pastor
nust knov "people"; he must understand the human heart in
genernl. He must 2srocinte with 21l clesres of soclety, so
he doesn't get = one-gzlded view. He must glimpee into the
hearts of 211 - old and young, rich and poor, those that are
a success and those that are & fallure, skeptics and out-
spoken unbellevers, the sick and the dylng, the happy and
the despondent, the carefree oend the vworried, the business-
main and the clerk, etc., etc.;.- and he must assoclate with
these people, for the purpose of learning their problems.
Then will he be able to make hilg appllications practlcal,
and the conditlons of the humen heart demand that his appli-
cationa be practicel. If the people cannot satlefy the
needs of thelr hearts at the church =service, they will go
€lecvhere - and may God help them 1f they end up behind the
erystal ball of a charlatan or behind the cards of the
fortune-teller! We repeat once more: The pastor must study,
learn, understand, and satlsfy the needs of the human heart
in generzsl! The following quotatlon bringe this out well:
"The preacher muet know what lurks in the bos-
op of the average men. This, however, cannot be learn-
ed from books or by way of quiet medltation. Following
the example of the Master, the earnest preacher of the
Goapel %wlll ascociate regularly, intlmately, and sympe-
thetically with all sorts and conditions of men. But
A mere assoclation with human beinge, elther profession-
ally or socially or in a buelnese way, wlll not suf-
flce. The preacher muat try to get a glimpse of thelr
hearts, to dlscover thelr difficultles, to determine
thelr aspirations =2nd yenrninge. In short, he muast
learn to put himself into thelr position and to ask
himself: If this were my epiritual plight, what could
this particular sermon text do for me? And how would
the message have to be framed to incite me to a fecor-
able reaction?” 1.

1. Friedrich, "Practlonl Application', CTH, V.5, pp. 252-253




I vant to quote from the sermon of a young man uh& moat
certainly must have asked himself these quections before frem-
ing hls npplic=tion; the cholce of his vorde, which are welghéd
well, and the development of his thought show that he hae a
fine understanding of the human heart in general and of "what
lurks in the bosom of the average man". Using as his text Phil-
ipplane 3, 13.14, in which St. Paul presents the familiar
plcture of a Christian running in a2 rzoce, he wriltes:

"The other great hindrance to spirituzl progress
1s desnondency. We muet also forget the past lest we
become despondent. There lg nothing that will kill
a person's enthuslasm 2s much a8 the memory of pest s
fallures. They hang on our legs like 2 prisoner's
ball and chaln, dragging ue down into the muck and
mire of deepalr - they leave us broken llke 2 shat-
tered windovw pane on the pavement, broken =nd hopeless
and uselese = beyond repair. The racer that stumbled
or tripped 2t the beginning of the rece will often
despair when he sees the other contestants galning
ground. In our Christlan life the past fallures may
have the same effect, but ag Christlans ve must lenrn
to forget the pnst. Paul did not alweys convert hie
hearers. ZAgrippe merely retorted, 'flmost thou per-
euadest me to be = Christien.' As far as Paul's per-
sonal 1life wae concerned, there were fallures also.
In .the' Tth chapter of hls eplstle to the Romens Pzul
confssged, 'For the good that I would I do not, and
the evlil which I would not, that I A0.ccccscecaa O
wretched men that I am! *

1 "Like St. Paul we too must ory out, 'O wretched
mi: that I em? ' S1n too often talnte our hearts a=nd
our holiest-desires . . . But to make progress 1in

" your Christianity you must forget these past fail-
ureg, lsst you deepalr and turn your eyes backward,

—for-no-man can win a race looking backward, becom-
ing either complacent or despondent."l.

The appliczation shows a good 1lnslzht lnto the human
heart, alming at one of the voes thot we mentioned before
as dwelling within the avernge human breast = despondency .

T, From a sermon presched In claee by valter Litke, Concordia
Seminary, St. Louls, liissouri, Janu_ry 1939
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C. THE PARTICULAR NEFDE OF TH= CONGRTGATION
PR'TICAL APPLIC/TION

But the pa2slor muet do more thz=n conslder the human
heart 1n general. UHe muet elso study the particulor needs
of hiz orn congregation. These heeds must be met nnd satie-
flzd by the Tord of lod; they dem=and the practical applica=-
tion of the sermon.

THE PASTOR'S DUTY - fHow 1a the paeter to learn to.gggg these

S— —~—srowem—soe

needs? He must lez2rn to knov hle flock! ie muest vigit the

membere of hle congregrnticn, glve them &n oprortunity to open
up thelr henrte to him and tell thelr probleme. He will find
th~t his people will be more then willing to conflde 1n thelr
pastor, wvherece they would not think of telling the same
thinge to others.
The prescher muet "understand his ovwin congregation, those
persons whom God h=g glven into hls cere &nd to whom he 1s
1.
to preagh the Tord of Life weeck after week." This leads ue
into the rield of "Seelsorge", the cure of eouls, & very
impertant part of the prnstor's work; for 1t eupplies him
wilth the richest source of materiels for hle medltztlon = he
learns to know the neede of hle people.
" 'The preacher,' saye Reu, ‘would meke a ser-

lous mlstake and jeopardize the succese of his la-

bore 1f he would neglect to moke the 1ife of his own

congregation the subject of systematic obscrvation

and palnstaking study.' & preacher ought to know

whet the speclal dongers are ageainet which his con-

gregation must be werned, what defects are in the

epiritual 1life of his parishioners, how hls people

are being influenced by thelr environment, by what

they read a2nd by the particular tendencles of the

time in which they live; he must a2lso take 1into

I. Fricarich, "Practical ‘pplicatlion', CTY, V.5, p.253
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conslderation such thinge as the degree of spiritual
enllzhtenment, the cultural standard, the social .
standing, the age of his people, whethcr they live
in the city or in the country, ete." l.

Thue, to become 2 good, practical "Seelsorger" and to
become acqualnted with the prohlems offthe people, the pastor
must conduct regular pastoresl visltations. Lymen says in hie
"Preaching 1n the New Age": "Never relinqulsh pretoral visi-
tatlion . . . Pzstorel vieitation keepa the miniaster humen; it
pute 2 €ertaln umen, sympathetig quality into his presching
vhich 1= indispeneable. Only conduct such viegitation not cere-
lesely, but nobly, tectfully, homiletlcally, so to spesk."

In this connection Schuster gives good 2dvice when he counsels:
“"If a man lscke originality in invention and brillisnt orator-
ic=1 glfte, then let him be 2ll the more failthful =nd zeelous
in this department of his pastoral work. Ere long he shall per
celve in hle meditetions the blessing which the Lord lays upon
genuine pastoral 10ve."3'

If the paetor applies himselfl falthfully and zealously
"in this department of his pastorel work" (pastoral visgita-
tion), he will flnd that the needs of hls congregation actu-
ally demand that the spplication of hles sermon be very prac-
tlcal. He will learn that the rich man in hls flock has
his troubles, too, and he wlll eagerly walt for an oppor-

tunity affordzd by s sermon text to gilve thls man ediflcation

~ or comfort, whichever is nceded. He will find out that

the olg grandfathers and grandmothers in the congregatlon,
the "old feithfuls", whose sincere Christlanity he

1. Tritz, "Pastoral Theology s Ds 38
2. Lyman, "freaching in the New fge", p. 115
3. Schueter, "The Preparation and Deltvery of the Sarmon“.p.ll?
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never doubted for a moment, have their weaknessges, too.
fle has 2 long chat wilth the aged, feeble lr. Brovwin, and he
learns to hles surprise that the old men hag a drecdful fear
of old 2ge, that he 1le hoardlng, obsessed with 2 clutching
@greed, 2 sinful love of money. Upon further study of the
needs of his pecople he discovere that others of the eldest
in the consregetion 21leo have thot unworthy luet for finan-
¢lnl seecurlty, so characteristic of old age. That 2 need
for n zood, polnted practlczl applicztion! The needs of

hie consregntion demand.it!




III. THE PURPOSE OF THE PRACTICAL APPLICLTION

L CHANGE MUST B™ EFFRCTEDR - The neceselty of the practical

application (conditions in the world, human heart in gener-
al, neede of the congregation) leads us to the next loglcel
step in the develooment of our thought - the purpose of the
practical application. The purpose of the practical appli-
catlon, as we can never emphssize too much, is to apply the
truth of the text to the people in such 2 menner as to bring
about a change within them, thus satlsfying their perticular
neede. To cmuse thies change (with the help of the Holy Spirit,
of course), the pastor must obeerve a twofold objective in
attalning the purpose of hils application:

1. The postor muet endeavor to effect a gchange in the
falth of the hearers. He must keep the people in falith,
g0 that they remnin Christians; and he must edify thelr
falth - bulld 1t up, strengthen 1t; thus, change thelr
faith!

2. The pastor must endeavor to effect a chenge in the
life of the hearere. The psetor must direct his applica=-
tions to the people in such a wey that they mey be built
up 2nd edified in their Christian life; that they may
avoid sin 2nd do good worke; thus, that there may be a
ghange in thelr lives!

MUST BT A "PZRSONAL MATTER" = To realize thie purpose of hie
applications, however, the pasf'.or must make the subject matter
of hls text and sermon personal to the people. Danlel WVebster

once oald, "When a man presches to me, I went him to make it
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a personcl matter, a personal matter, a2 personal matter!"l'
Another way of defining the purpose of the praoctical appli-
cation would be to say: "lake the matter personal! - so that
there oan be effected & real gﬁgggg in the personsl falth
and personal life of the hearers!" Ve mentlioned this necessery
peraonal element in the application once before, when we dis-
cussed the "Nature of the Applicetion"; we repeat it once
more 1ln thie connection, to emphagize 1ts importsnce anad to
consider it somevhat more in dctall.

I remember an indlident in my Junior year at Concordia
Seminary. I wae listening to the Luthersn Hour with a fellow
class mate. The Sermon was on "The Promise of Peace"; the text,
John 14,27: "Pence I leave with you, My pezace I give unto
you; not as the world giveth, give.I unto you. Let not your
heart be troubled." ﬁfter the sermon vzs over, the student
with me e21d: "That hit me; that wes personal!" And then he
later confeeced thot he had never been a real Christian be-
fore that. The purpose of the application of that sermon wae
to bring about a change within the hearts and lives of the
members of that vast audlence of the alr, thue satisfying
the various particular ne<ds of these people. Vho knows how
many 1t struck! This much I know - 1t definlitely esupplied
thelneeda and effected =2 change within the heart of 2t least
one pereson; 1t was a personal matter to him. The young man
was not hesitant in telling me the particular appealsghade
in the sermon that impressed him, and I quote them in the ;
following, in order to ihou the reader how in supplying the
L Broadus, "Freparation and Delivery of Sermons", p.230
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needs of the people and causing & change within them, which
1s the purpose of the application, the matter can be mede
very pecreonal:

"So 'let not your hearts be troubled'. Over the
fever fret of our dlsjointed day thls blessed comfort
that only Christ oan give reechoes &s Heaven's eter-
nal strength for earth's endlesrs sorrows. “hen the two
stratosphere voyagers reached the helght of their
ascent, nlmost fourteen milse over South Dakota flelds,
they remorted that from thie dlstance they could see
no gizn of 1ife below; 21l was calm and motionlese.
ind vhen ve look at our world from the dlstance and
gtudy the 1llves of othere, 2ll m2y scem quiet and un-
dlsturbed. But approach more cloeely, penetrate beneath
the pretty lacquer of 1life, and you wlll find heaped
gorrove and endlese grief. lien flght a hundred feara
and forebodlnge by day, and when night comes, a thou=~
gand cares nnd worrlies haunt thelr happiness. If they
are without Christ; 1f they spurn the high mercles of
Heaven that Hle nrll-scarred hands lovingly extend;
1f you, my grief-burdened friend, who have seen life
at 1te voret and stogger under the lmpact of count-
lese blows, hear Christ call to you, 'Come unto ie,’
and you refuee to come, etec., etc.” l.

Note here hov personal the appeal 18 in locatling the partic-
ular burden welghing on the hearer's heart; end now in this
next section, quoted below, see how personal the invitation
becomee in exhorting the troubled sinner to grasp the comfort
Christ offers him:
"Come, then, you, the lonely, the forsaken, the
bereaved; -the aged, the weary, the broken; you with
your troubled youthful hearts, your imprisoned long-
ings, your unuttered fears for the future, your dls-
satiefaction with yourselves'(note the appeal to de-
spondency )!

""Come, ye disconsolate, where'er ye langulsh,
Come to the merey-seat, fervently kneel! '

"And as Jesus epeaks to your soul, and you
learn that

“'Yarth has no sorrov that Heaven ocannot heal®,

I. lailer, "Christ for the Natlon", p- 160
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"you will feel the pressure of Hie guiding hand.

You will hesar Jesus whisper to your heart, to your

soul, to your 1ife, this promiese: 'Peace I leave

vith you, My peace I give unto you . « . Let not

your heart be troubled.' Amen." 1.
Truly, such application is a "personal matter"; such 2ppli-
cation realizes 1ts purpoee -~ to work a2 change in the hear-
ere by esatlsfying thelr needs in falth and life.
A _SUSSESTION - But the question may be asked: How can ve best
make our applications personal, so that they better realize
thelr purpose? For the young pastor, who ls 1nexperienced
in developing the art of making hia applications personal,
and for the older pastor who has become cold and stereotyped
in his applic:tions, the following procedure has been sué-
gcsted by mony homlleticlane: If the pastor finds it 4iffi-
cult properly to supply the needes of the people in his appli-
catlone, let him forget for a while the system of pericopes
that ‘he may be folloving, and let him plck out a few texts
that present some practical trutha that have really beneflt-
ted him in hls 1life, texte which have given him comfort and
assurance in his falth, touching his heart, giving him some-
thing that he could rezlly. feel and live. If these texts have
helped him, then it is very probable that they will benefit
somebody clse. For instance, the pastor may take speclal
comfort from St. Paul's victory ory in Romane 8, 28-39.
Then let him preach on the thought that "1f God be for ue,
who can be against us?"” Let him give to the people the com-

fort and assurance that'this text gives to him. Let him pro-

claim how this text satlsfies many of hls needs - his spiritual

. er, ris r e Nation', p. 162
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struzsles and temporal problems - and he vwill find that he
has asupplied the nezds of many 1in his congregation. Let him
explain just whot thls text means to him, and he will dle-

cover that he hos attained that which he hag triled so long
to schieve, nameiy. meking the truth of the text a “personal
matter™; for he wlll be speaking from experlence; his words -
w1ll come directly from the heert!

Dr. Reu has this person=l assurance of the preacher in
mind when he writes in hiles chepter on the relation of the
germon to the pastor:

"Hlie preaching . . . muat be the expression

and preceentment of the religious life within him.

e « « What 1s the good of all his Blble knowledge and
ekill of interpretatlion, the correctness of his Christ- °
ian 1dems, the artistic structure and beauty of

gtyle of his sermone, if there be not felt through

it all the throb of personal rellglous 1life? . . .

" The Yord of God unfolde 1te inherent power in a very
different menner when it is united with a living
personality whom 1t has gripped 1n hls inmost heart
and from whose lips 1t pours as living testimony." 1.

If the reader will excuse the czpital "I" once more,

I would like to dwell 2 moment on an experience I went through
myself. 1In my'Junior year 2t the Seminary a clagemate lost
his 1ife in a fire, while home for Chrietmas vacation. It
geemed so unjust to many of us; we wondered why God should
permit such 2 miserable end to come to this young stevard,

who had dedlecated his 1ife to the service of the Kingdom.

I queetioned God's juetice. At the memorial gervice Prof.
Friedrich preaehéd on Col. 3, 1-4, whioch exhorts the Christ-
lan to "set his affections on things above, not on things

on the éarth“. and in hle application he inspired us to be

1. Fritz, "Pastoral Theology', p. 82
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"heavenly-minded". That‘truth gtruck home; it effected a
change within me; 1t satisfied my need; it made me want

to be 2 minlster, to bring comfort to others, as I myself
had been comforted! - - ~ And now we come to the moral of
the story: Since the przctical applloation of thls sermon
found a welcome spot in my heart, - elnce it was & "personal
mtter" to me -~ I felt that it most essuredly would satisfy
the needs of someone elsej s0 I wrote and preached & sermon
on the text myself, uslng the appllication of exhorting the
people to be heavenly-minded when confronted with problems
in thls world that they cannot underétand. comforting them
wlth the thought of the joys and abaence of sorrow and con-
cern thot aveited them in heﬁven. The appllcation of the
truth of that text had esupplled my needs, oreated a change
within me, etrengthened my foith. ---~ Why shouldn't. 1t do
the s=me for somebody elese? :

Thue, to summerize, we see the purpose of the practical
application: To apply the truth of the text in such 2 way as
to make a change in the faith and life of the people, there-
by eatisfying thelr various needs; in doing this we keep in
mind, to use once more Daniel Webster's expresesion, to make

the truth a "personal matter"!
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IV. SCEITTURAL PRINCIPLES GOVERNING THE APPLICATION

OF THE WORD

Lo THT PIVZFOLD "USUS" OF SCRIPTURE

“e have juet seen that the Word is to be applied to
satliefy the needs of the hearere, so 2e to make 2 change
in the peoprle. But just how 1s thls Vord to be apnlied
to these needs? How may the Vord of God be rightly sppliled?

That ls the question we want to anever, and Scripture it-
eclf surnlies the answer for us when it cle=rly and conven-
iently laye dow the principles thet are to govern the appli-
cation of the Word. It gives the following directiona: "All
Serirture 1s glven by inspiration of God and 1s profitable
for doctrinc, for reproof, for correction, for instruction
in righteousnees, that the man of God mey be perfcct, throughly "
furniched unto all good works,” 2 Tim. 3, 16.17. "For what-
gsoever thinge rerc vritten aforetime were written for our
learning that we through paticnce and comfort of the Sorip-
tures mlght have hope,™ Rom. 15,4. Here ve have a fivefold
"usus" of the Yord of God: usug didsscslicus (doctrine),
elenchticus (refutation of error), epamorthoticus (reprov-
ing sin), paedeuticus ( admonition), paracleticus (cozfort).
The pastor must trecat hie text and apoly it zccording to
these "usus". That does not menn, howsver, thet every text
must have all five of thece elements. J.J. Rambach says:
"Prudence muet decide whether more than one 'usus' 1is to

be emnloyed 2nd vhich one is to be stressed, which ie to




=27=-

be omltted or only briefly touched on."l' In ueing theese
"usus” Lo develop the applic=tion of the %ord, "the preach-
er must always examlne what the mgterlal of the text, the
necds of hls congregation, and other considerations demend
or permlt."a' Let ue dlscuse thcee "usus", 1n order better
to underatend vhet must be 2t the bottom to form the founda-
tion thoughts and truths of 211 applications of the Worad.

USUS DID/SCALICUS (DOCTRINE) - The Vord of God has been

glven that 1t be "profiteble for doctrine," 2 Tim. 3, 16.
Zvery scrmon muet present a definite doctrine. Dr. Valther
writes: "Let a sermon be ever go rich in exhortation, re-
buke, and comfort, 1f it 1e devold of doctrine, it is a
lean nnd empty sermon, whose exhortation, rebuke, 2nd com-
fort float in the air."

Let the render not be misteaken, however, in thinking
that to prench 2 doctrinzl sermon 1s to present a dry, dog=-
matleal lecture. Young preachers especizlly try to dodge
doctrinal sermons. "We must be oractical," they maintain,
"people will .fall asleep if we preach doctrine!" Ve agree
that wve must be practical, but we reject the 1nference that
aﬁdoctrinnl sermon cannot be made practical. It is 2 mis-
take to differentiate between doctrinal and practical ser-
mone. FEvery sermon must have a definite doctrinal content,
with a practicsl objective; that 1s essentlal. .

These worde of Dr. Reu are noteworthy: "Young
pastors yleld not seldom to a timidity lest the mul-

titude should be repelled by the homeliness of the
truth; and they imagine that they are catering better

1. Juoted from Fritz, "Pastoral Theology's P. T1
2. Fritz, "Pastoral Theology", p. 71
3. Fritz, "Pastoral Theolqsy“. p. T1
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for the popular tastes by relieving them of the
labor of attentlon and amueing them with rhetor-
1cal pyrotechnics."

And then Dr. Feu quotes the following vords of
Philllips Brooks: "No preaching ever had any strong
power that wme not the prenching of doctrline. The
preachers that have moved and held men have alweys
preached doctrine. No exhortation toc & good life
that does not put behind it some truth as deep as
eternity can selze and hold the conasclence."” l.

Ags 2an example of the truth of these words of Brooks
we offer the following revwort of Phelps, quoted from his
"Theory of Preaching":

"The German clergy, aes & body, have neglected
vhat I have elgewhere termed "masterly' preaching.
They have sncorificed strong thought, argument,
doctrinal preaching, to the more emotive forms
of religious dlscourse. They have indulged exces-
g8lvely 1n hortatory preaching. f£s a consequence, only
the more emotive clesses of soclety are usually
found in German churches." 2. :

Thus, we see the result when we abandon doctrinal preaca-

ing; the people abandon the pews; they gradually abandon
the Church - and finally lose sight of heaven.

Usus =LENCHTICUS (REFUTATION OF EZREOR) - The Vord of God

ghould aleo be used for the refutatlion of error. To be a
falthful watchman on the walls of Zion, the pastor must

constantly be on the lookout for error or false doctrine
that might influence the 1life and thought of his congre-
gation.

"orror, false doctrine, must be refuted: not
only grose error, 1 Cor. 15, 12ff., but alsc that
of a finer sort, Gal. 5,9; not only in a most
friendly manner, Gal. 4, 10-12, but also very de=~
cldedly and vehemently, Gal. 1,8.9; Phil 3,2; not
only with reference to the false doctrine, but
also with reference to the false teachers." 3.

1. Reu, "itomiletice", p. 149
2. Phelpa, "Theory of Preaching", p. 510
3. Fritz, "Pastoral Theology", p. 73
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Dr. Luther summorizes it viell: "A preacher must not
only pasture the sheep, that 1s, he must not only instruct his
peonle how they may be true Christi=ne, but in addition he muet
dzfend them agalinst the wolves, so that the wolves mey not

attack the sheep end lend them astray with falee doctrine."

UsSUsS EPAMORTHOTICHE ( REPROVING SIN) - ¥hereas in the usus

elenchticus the péstor refutéa error and false teachers, °

in the urus enanorthoticus he deals with the congregation
itself. Dr. Luther writes: "Whlchever pastor or teacher
does not rebuke =in must with the eln of others go to the
dcvil, even though on account of his own forzglven sins he
may be 2 chlld of ealvation.“a. It certainly is no pleasure
for the pastor to et=nd before the congreg=tion Sundcy after
Sunday and warn the people that by nature, without Christ
and iHls promise for forgliveneses, they are all damned slnners,
enemlier of God, rebele, worthy of nothln but eternal death
and condemnation. WNelther .1z 1t easy for him to rebuke them
for their gine, to narrow the wide concept of sin down to
individuzl transgression of the Law, which are bound to
gstrlike home; but it is hilse God-giien duty, and in spite of
any protest, he must construct certain applicatioqa in his
sermon so that they willl awaken a deep sense of gullt in the
hearte of hle hearers. In rebuking sin there are tvo gener-
al rules that he muet kKeep in mind:

1. The pastor must be serious in calling the people

to task for sin; he muat not be sour or sarcastic.

2.'In rebuking sin the p=stor must not in public

I. Juoted from Prof. Friedrich's ilim. ieqture ¥otes on Homiletlcs
2. Quoted from Fritz, "Pastorsl Theology", p. 75
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direcet hls zopnlieations to an individusl sinner, nelther
by mentloning hils name nor by making 1t obvious to

the congregntion by = clerr characterileation just

who 1e meﬁnt. Not muet thc pastor sim his remarke

at a2 certain group in the congregation = at least,

not when everyone knows to rhom he ls referring.

Such casce must be glven attentlon privately.

L note of warning: The pastor must teke extreme care
in wording hie application refuting ein. ﬂe.must be tact-
ful - for the wrong wﬁid at the vwrong time mey reeult in
great harm. 7People are not Qlow in taking offense 1n such
mrtters, esveclally when the preacher tries to force the
ahog to fit!
gsys PASDEYTICUS (ADMCMNITION) - Ve sald above that the chlef

characterictic of a2 good sermon is the preaching of dcctrine.
True, but the pn2stor must also include in his application
admonition or exhortztion. That 1s an essentinl character—
istic of the average sermon. The sermon must move the people
to act; otherwise it has lost 1te purpose. “Because even
Christisne have the old sinful flesh, the best doctrinal
sermons will not accomplish thelr purpose with them unleass
the doctrine be 2pplied to thelr needs and they, by meana

of the Tord of God, be moved to action." We eshall dlscuss

this more in detail later, when we conslder the persuasive

5 appeal of the sermon and the impelling motives 1in inepiring

the people to nct. Suffice it to eay for now that the Christ-
ian wants'ip lead a holy 1ife, even though he finds it
difficult to do go, with the devll, the vorld, and his

I. Frits, "Pastoral Theology"s D. (7
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ovn sinful flesh always tempting him; he wlll weclcome en=
coura;izcment, nnd thcrefore he muet be continually urged
to do zood works ond to cease from dellberate sin. The

preicher must not hold the hrmmer of the Lew over hle hezad,

hnwerr; he ean inspire the Christlan to action only by
the exhortation of the Gospel. "Ve must 2lways bear in
mind, however, that only Christiane can be sdmonished, =2nd
th:t admonitlion, exhortation, 1s alwvays impossible in the
cage of unbfllﬁvers."l. St. Paul suppllies the pastor with
a fine homiletleal rule in Rom. 12,1, where he ehows that
in the application of hls sermon the pastor must admonish
the Chriesti=ns by the use of the Gospel. St. Paul writes:
"I besecech you, breﬁhren. by the mercles of God." The pastor,
as St. ?ﬂui, muet not command the bellevers, but he must
use the good old Gospel=-exhortatlion, kecplng before them
the love of God that sent Christ into the vorld to suffer
and die for thelr sins!

11SUS _PAR.OLETICUS (COIFORT) - In making hie appllcatlions

the pagtor muet endeavor to apply the ¥Word of God in such

a manner as to glve aweet words of Gospel comfort to his
hearers. e have tried to emphasize that the bagls of every
germon muet be doetrine; but in no lesg degree 4o ve em=-
phaelzs that the ultimate object of the application of every

germon must be to glve comfort from the Word of God. The

apostle teaches us thie 1in Rom. 15, 4: “"For vwhatsoever thinge

.wcre written aforetime were written for our learning that

we through patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have
hope."™ Every Christlen needs this "comfort of the Scriptures.“:

I. "uoted from Prof. rFriedrich's Kim. Lecture Notes on Homiletlcs




32

As the pastor asgociatcs with the members of hls con-
gregatlion, 1t may seem to him that on the surface his peorle
ars perfectly content, that they need no comfort. That is
not true. "The true Christisn ie more frequently dejected

1.
tha't Joyfully certain.” He has to contend with flerce, in-
ward etruggles - "tossed about with many a conflict, many
a doubt, fightings and fears within, without" = soul-struggles,
gpiritual problems, worries, ete. Hence, the pastor must
make hls applic=tions rich with comfort. He muet not only
glve comfort to those who are troubled on 2ccount of their
glne, however; comforting vorde of agsurance must also be
directed to thogse vho are suffering under temporal afflic-
tions - bercavcment, a gnawing slckness, famlly trouble,
fezblencee of old age, lonellnese, etc.

"A preacher should not imagine that 2 Christian
must be so spirituslly =2nd hecvenly minded and spirit-
uilly so strong that he vwlll be untouched by the
troubles of this 1ife a2and vill need no speclal com-
fort in thle respect . « . A pastor should remember
that nothing 1s more dangerous to the Christlan than
worldly so:row and melancholy and that for this very
reason Satan, who is 2 resl joy=klller, ie contin-
u2lly trying to drag the Christiesn out into the Slough
of Desnond 2nd into the whirlpool of despslr.” 2.

Hence, the veetor must be 2 real "father" to hie hearers;
indeed, he must be 2 "mother" to his congregatlion, 1 Cor. 4,15;
1 Thees. 2, T.8; Is. 66, 13. The Lord speaks to His people
through the prophet: "Comfort ye, Comfort ye, my people,
galth your God," Is. 40,1. The Lord still speake to the
pas tor today, "Comfort ye my people!" That must be the pes-
tor's duty, =znd he muet earnestly keep it in mind ar he works

1. Fritz, "Pasctoral Theology', p. 80
2. Fritz, "Pastoral Theology", p.80
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out the practiocnl applicntions of his sermon; God demands
it of him.

Soms minlstere will complain that there =2re certain
pessages of Seripture which offer no comfort at all, and
that hence with certsin texte they find it impoesible to
gatlesfy the inward, spiritunl struzgles of thelr hearers.
The pastor 1s wrong in making this presumption. Below we
8lve an examole of how the preacher c¢an draw comfort even
from such pmgeages of Sceripture which at first glance do
not ecem to offer any comfort at all. Ve quote from the
Second Articles of the "Formula of Concord":

'“nd Paul, Phil. 2,13: "It 1s God which uorketh
in you both to will and to do of Hlg good pleasure.’'
To all godly Christians who feel nnd experience in
their hearte a small spark or longinzg for divine
grace 2nd eternal salvation thls precious pnseage
ie very coaforting; for they know that God has
kindled in thelr henrte this beglinning of true
godliness, and tht He will further strengthen

and help them in thelr great weakness to persevere
in true faith unto the end." 1.

B. THE "ysuys" MUST Br APPLIND TO THE NEEDS OF THE PEOPLE

In working out hls applications according to the five-
fold "usus" of Scripture, however, the rastor must always
bear 1n mind the primary purnose that in ueing these "usus”
he must apply them to and satisfy the nceds of the peonle.

"5 pastor who neglecta to do this will not only
deprive his congregzation of the spiritual food which
1t needs, but rill perhaps commit even such foollishness
as that preacher - so Luther relates - who before =2n
audiencs of old women in an old people's home spoke
much of thz divine inetitution of marriage, highly
pralsed 1t, and encouraged his hezsrere to enter the
holy estate of matrimony." 2

I. "Concordia Triglotta", p. 865
2. Fritz, "Pastoral Theolosy“. p. 88




This 1s 2 very serious matter. We rightfully dlescussed
1t under "The Purpose of the ipplication"”, but it beazrs re-
petition 1n connectlon with the subject matter at hand,
namely, the proper use of the "usus". The "usus" are used
proverly when they are applled to the needs of the people.

If you wiere a mcmber of a vell-indoctrinated congre-
gation, well instructed in the truthe of the ccotechlsm, =nd
Jour n-stor preached a sermon on the exlstence of God =nd
plenrded with vyou 1n his npolication to believe that there
la a1 God, exhorting you not to be an =thelets, you rould
feel th:t 1t 1s time to start looking around for o new
pzetor; vou hove no nced for euch exhortztion! Lven the
pastor at the mission statlon need not make such an exhor-
tation. It 1ig 2ll right for the mlsslonary in darkest ifrica,
but even he will not have to dwell at length on the matter;
the pagan 1s no atheigt. The point 1s thls: Vhen the pastor
prenches doctrine, he must develop hls application accord-
inz to the =2mount of indoctrination 1n the congregation.
Very simple - and so 1t is with the other needs of the people,
other than doctrinz. Tould the preacher in India fill his
applications with warninge agrninet the satenlc theoriles of
evolution taught in public schoolg? ile might, 1f evolutlon
were taught there, since it 1s hls duty to refute error.
The pastor in the big citles of Zmerica must most gertainly
concsldsr the danger of evolution as it 1ls taught 1n the
public schoole; and if he learns from the young ones in

his flock that their teachere are trying to influence thelr
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Sunday Gechool treining on the Cre=tlon story, he must warn
the peonle - young an? 014 = againet thils false doctrine.
It 1e his Aduty to r=fute the =rror (usus elenchticue); the
need dem-nde 1it. "'nd in hls przctle2l eppllication he must
not only tell what to do and how to do 1t, but he muct in-
gpire them to tzke zction.

inoth 'y nesd tht the pestor must meet 1l that of re-
proving sin. It would be fonlighnee: for a crencher in a
miseslon stotion, 2ttended by the unchurched, to condemn
danelinz 2= 2 gin. Such ~n appllcation of the ¥Yord would
not fit thec ncedes of the peorle. Father ehould he apend
@iz time -rzoching on the dzmn=tion of the =in of unbellef.

Therz 1s nleo the grest need for comfort, as we saw
vhen ve dlecuesed the usus paraelcticus. Say, for example,
that the pastor 1s the steward of o very poor congregation -
in the mountalne of Kentucky. He muet repcatedly give hls
people the ncceesary comfort to meet thelr temporsl wants.
In hle 2pplication he must emrhzesize over and over the
truth taught in 2 Cor. 8,9: "For ye know the grace of our
Lord Jesus Chrlet, that, though he wz2eg rich, yet for your
snkes he became poor, that ye through hle poverty might
be rich." He must comfort the hearers with the thought
that, 1in splte of thelr poverty and affllctlon, they are
rich in Chriet, rich in grace, rich in spiritual blessinge
and etlernal 1life. Whenrhe thue supplles thelr neede, he
1s emrloying the f1fth "usus" of Seripture in the proper

manner.
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We therefore e=e that in making hls applicatlons the
paetor must observe the fivefold "usua" of Scripture, and
in emrloyinz these "usus™ he must conslder most serloucly
the necde of the peonle; l.e., the need of indoctrlnation,
of refuting error, rebuking eln, 2nd of giving comfort; he
muet 2lso, drpending on the nature of hls subject, include
8 c-<rt~in amount of exhortntion and ~dmonition in the appli-

catlon.



V. COMSTRICTING THE APPLIC.TIO

Lo INITI'L STEPS IN ¥ KING THT APPLICATION

MIDITATING UPON THT T ¥XT IN SDV/HCE - The consclentious pas-

tor m11ll sek: "vhat etens should I take in mnking my a2pplica-
tlon? -Yhat procedure should I follrwm?" Ve offer the following
suzgestlons, 2ll of which are stresscd by the great homlle-
ticiane. The initirl steps 1n working out the application
include, flret of »11l, medit-ting upon the text in advance.
That requies no great explanation. The-ecrmon must "grow
inslie of the preacher". %e eald before that the pnstor must
stud’ the neede of hls people and earnestly meditate upon
them, 1n order to develop practical materizl for hle appli=
catione. Thls cannot be done in one sitting, however. The
follovwing quotation from Prof. Friedrich's &rticle in the
C.T.%. brings thle polnt out very clearly;
“It 1s aoparent that thie type of medltation

requlrer time. “ven a glfted man cannot shake 1t

out of hle sleeve. “ccordingly, 1t ie zdvlieable

for the preacher to begin early in the week, yes,

if poerible to have sev-ral sermons in prepsration

vecke befor- thev srre to be used in the pulpilt.

Thie 1s vhat “lexander ¥aclaren called the pro-

cease of lncubation. It gives the secrmon an oppor=-

tunity ‘o grow, and this is of importance particular-

ly for ite pr-ctical =pplications.” 1.

Thie 12 zood advice; we do not ndd to it.
APPLYTHNS THY TEXT TO YOURSHZLF FIRST - In making hls sermons

the pastor muet firet apply himself to the text; and then,
to secure 2 practical application, he muet apply the tsxt

to himself! Thie ie very important. The preacher must firet

I, Triedrich, "Practical fpplication", CTH, Vol 5, p.253
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preach to himself, before he prezches the text to his con-
gregation. He must ngk the important questions: "Vhat does
this text me~n to me? Vhat practicsl beneflt can I derive
from the truth of thie text?" The pastor must do this prayer-
fully nni honesctly. Baxter used to sit at his desk with

hie finger on the text, repentedly asking himself, "vhat
leseons do these words convey to me?" Baxter wes a humble
man; he alw:ye meditcoted over his text with prayer, and
"often, with tenre of impassioned desire, would he pour

forth his supplications for the spiritual success of his .
1.
dar's work." VYor the "splrituzl success of hls day'a

work", however, the pretor must first prayerfully apply
his text to himself, in order to dlscover "spiritual auc-
cesce"” for hils own soul. It 1s right here that many sermon
avnlications fail; for, as “chelles says:

"The sermon w1ll be deprived .of its chlef
requisite, ot ite witnese-bearing character, 1if
the preacher does not first preach to himself the
“ord whilch he will preach to his congregation . . .
Thereby {by the application of the mestzage of the
text to the prezcher himself) the unity of the
preacher vith his meseage 1s effected and 1n no
leze degree the unlity of the preacher with hle
congregation; for both are now subject to the
eame Lord 2nd the same Vord. The sinner speaks teo
8lnners; he that has received grace to those
to whom the same grace 1s offercd and glven; he
who has been comforted by the Father of mercles
and God of all comfort 1s able to comfort hils
congregation with the comfort wherewith he him=-
self 1s comforted of God." 2.

/ichelis hit the point when he seld that the preacher
must first be comforted himgelf f¥pom the text in order
to develop profound, searching, heert-iouching practical

1. Phelps, "Theory of Preaching", p. 570
2. Achelis, "Praotical Theology", II, p. 265



=30 =

-

applicatione.

The heart must labor more than the head in developing
the appllcation. Hearers may think 1t very fine to listen
to involved sentencce, rhetorical catch-words, elsboratcd
metaphor, rhythmleal construction, snd scholastic 1llue-
tratlon; but they vill feel that it ie not the way in which
he:rts talk to henrte. " 'I thought your sentences were very
pretiy,' w2e ths commendatlion by whilch one plaln hearer

thouzht to plenee a youthful vreacher who had just finished
l.
A germon on the Day of Judgment." If the pastor recelves

guch 2 compliment, he may teke 1t for granted that some-
thing 1 wrong, ~nd that 1t 1le time to check up on the
gpiritunl condition of hie heart -nd soul.

"The imprortance of the peaetor's applying the truth
of the text to himself is stressed by Haclaren: "ind
now this 13ez (the divine truth contained in the text)
mugt be removed from the-light where reason &nd im-
aglnation have thelr sphere and be hidden away 1n
the dark chambers of the goul. This 1ls not to be an
lntellectuzl proposition to be asserted =and provedq,
of a fancy to be tracked out and exhiblted. Thls 1s
& spiritusl truth to be commended to falth, a living
principle to be enforced on consclence. It must there-
fore be first imprinted on the preacher's soul till
1t has become 2 part of hles own belng, bafore he
e~n really understand or decelare it. Cne reason why
many masterly sermons fall 1s that they have never
hzd the henefit of thle proceas . . . They do not
make way and lay hold of the hearers becsuse they
have never conquerad the speaker.” 2.

L _PRACTICAL THENE - We have seen thot the spiritual truth
of the text muet first conquer the speaker. But what steps
must the rastor teke in order to apply thls truth to con-
quer the hearera? In the first place, the paetor must pre-

aent the truth of the text in a2 good, specific, practical
I. Phelpa, "Theory of Preaching’, D« 560

2. laclLaren, "The Cure of Soule", p. 23
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theme. There muet be a definite objective to hie egermon,
a practlcal vell-defined purrnose, 2nd the preacher muét
make this evident in hls theme. Do not misunderstand this
polnt; we do not say that if a sermon lacks thle epecific
theme, 1t will be a total failure. But there ie alweys the
danger of rambling away from the subject when you preach
on 2 mere doctrinnl tlitle, or a historical superscription.
The pastor must spend great care in formulating a theme
that wlll give him the oprortunity of easily driving home
hls maln arplication, and in doing this he muet keep befofe
him the neede of hle audience. Pottison vrites: "In dealing
first with the preparation of the eermon let me repeat
that the preacher must learn to prepare it with his audi-
ence in viev. Do this, for one thing, in the cholce of
your theme.“l.
"Every sermon must heve 2 well-defined practi-

enal objective. If this objective 1s incorporated

into the theme of the sermon, the theme will not

only captivate the attention of the hearer at once,

but will aleo point out to the prescher the line of

direction which his application muset follow in

order to realize the specific purpose for which

he is preaching thies partiocular sermon.” 2.

If the vastor finde 1t dlfficult to work out a
practic2l theme which will lead into the ma;p application
of the sermon, then let him sit down at his deek with
a plece of paper before him. On the one side of this paper
let him write down the chlef thought of the text, and
on the other side let him write down the chief application

of the truth of the text. Hls object then wlll be to fuse

1. vPattison, "Haking of the Sermon', p. 362
2. Friedrich, "Practicnl fApplication”, CTM, Vol 5, p. 253-54



-41-

these two thoughts into = cle=r proposition. -If he follows
thls proccdure, the proposition 1s bound to be practical,
eince 1t will drive at the major application; and the only
thing left for him to do 1s to develop from the proposition
an attractive rhetorical proposition, which will be the
theme. Fasler sald than done! - We realize thet; but once
the pastor learns to ~pply himself f=ithfully in doing
this, he will notice that he 1s profiting. His applica-
tione w11l follow easlly and loglcslly from his theme,

and he will be meking n definite impresseion upon his
hesrers,

e glve an ex~mpnle of how the application may be
linked up vith the theme, e0 28 to have & epeciflic, practi-
¢l theme, and not = mere hlstorics=1l or dootrinal title.
Say, for instance, that the pastor is preaching on ¥att.

8, 23-27, where we see the Savior quleting the storm on'
the Sea of Galilee. The theme muet not be a dry super-
scription, like "Jesus Of the Sen of Galllee". What ad-
vantage does such a theme offer in bringing home the
application? How ocen this theme make a deep impression on
the hearere? Let the pastor tzke his chief thought - Christ
8tilling the tempest - and then let him formulate his m= jor
application. Let us say that he wante to warn and exhort

the people agninat "doubt". Thy not ploture to the hearers

‘the "storm of doubt” in the heart? As we sald before, undelr

the "Neceeeity of the Apolication", the human heart in gen-
eral is fllled with much doubt, especlally in religious




mattere. Does not the subject of "doubt" then offer

& practleal application? Should the word "doubt" be in-
cluded in the theme? Not necesaarily - the pastor mey
2lego want to bring in other storms in the humen heart,

as the storme of "fcar", another characteristic weaknees
of the humen heart. Why not dlrect the appllcation at

the varioues "storms™ within the human heart? Thet 1s a
good approach, as many homileticlans testify. Vhat about
the theme then? Linking up our major application with

the theme, we offer the following rhetorlcal proposition?
"Plloting Ue Through The Storm". That ie just o suggee-
tlon; naturally, there is room for improvement; but the
author hopee hes hae made clear the idea. Such a theme

off re fine przaectic:l possibilities. For lnetance, after
the storm comes the calm that Jesus brings - the peace

in the heart. The idea of "the peace of God that pnsseth
all understanding” mmkes = beautiful, practicel appllca-
tion for any sermon; 1t 1s something after which the aver-
age human heart longe - peace of mind, peace of heart,
peace of consclience, all following from the Christian's
"pence with God", effected by the Redemption of Christ.

If the pastor dqvelops his themes in this monner, link-
ing them up with hie apnllicationes so as to mnke them przc-
tlez2l, he vill gradually meet and solve many perplexing -
problems for the people; he wlll leave definlte lmpreseions
on them, 2nd they will want to go out and live the sermons

they hear!
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"Start with a live 1ssue, 2 real problem, per-
gson2l or soclal, perplexing to the mind or dlsturb-
ing to the consclence of the people; face that prob-
lem falrly, denl with 1t honsetly, and throw such
light upon it from the Spirit" (=2nd, we =2d4@, from the
Word) "of Christ that the people r1ll zo out able to
think more clearly and live more nobly because of
that scrmond 1llumination. That le rezl preszching;
and not only has such preaching not becn outgrovn,
but there are few thinge that ‘modern folk are hungrier
for than that." 1.

PLACE FOZ THYX RPPLICATICN - There in the sermon should the

aprllicatlog be placed? The 0ld homileticicne of England
never ueed 4o res:rve a especial place within the body of
the ssrmon iteelf for the appllication. They used to tack
on to the scrmon what they called the “"conolusion" ( the
term beilng ueed Aifferently by them than by us today),

and in thelr conclusion they drove home thelr applications
and lessona. Hence, they never referred to 2 definite nart
within the eermon as belng the "apnlication". What are the
advantnzes of this method? Should the preacher use 1t to-
day? It 1= certainly good homliletlcs for the preaciher to

repeat and bring home his final and mejor application in

* the conclueion. Thie applleation may follow loglcally from

the 1ast subdivision, or it may follow naturally 2s a2 sep-
arate thought from the last part. As long as 1t forms =
natural conclusion, however, the preacher ‘should by all
means take advantage of 1t.

Ve proﬁest, however, when 1t 1s gald that the applleca-
tlon should be limited to the conclusion alone. It 1s
better to insert application in the sermon at lsast after

every major part. That is the 1deal, and we offer it as

I. fiarry “mereon Fosdlck, from his foreword to lcComb's
"Preaching in Theory and Practice", pn.XI
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the general rule. If the subject matter permite, the presch-
er m2y cven lntervesve the application with the exposlition
28 the thought orogresases. If he does thile at 211, though,
he muet do it briefly, eince it 1= not the rule._Thie much,
howcver, we state definitely: There must be 2 cloese rela-
tlonshlp betwean the exposition and the a2pplication; for
the two belong together and at times mey even be ilnterwoven
throughout the sermon. The sermon should not be all ex-
poeitlon, followed by a mere lump of an applicetion. The
best method le to place the application after esch main
divieclon and, in some cases, of the subject matter de-
mande 1t, after ench gubdivision. If the pnstor does thisg
facthfully, choosing his anplications carefully, centering
them 211 ~round the major application, his sermons will
most certzinly be practiccl. Prof. Friedrich writes:
"There muet alwvays be a cloege and intimate

rclationship in the sermon betwsen the exposltion

2nd the 2pnlicntion. The two belong together, and

the preacher who divorces them makes a gerious mlatake.

Judzing by the sermons of succeseful preachers,

the begt results are usually obtalned by inter-

weaving the two throughout the body of the sermon

or by having the application of a given text unit

follow immediately upon its exposition.” 1.

It 1s interesting to note the worde of Phelps in
regards to the place for the application. We disagree
vith him when he writes that "the compact application
at the close 1s preferable to the intersperesed appli-

2.
eation in the body of the sermon". He adde, however,-
to our approval - that "the general rule is subject to
2.
exceptions." Ve quote from him in the following, in

1. Friedrich, "Practical ‘prlication", OTM, Vol.5, p.254-55
2. Phelpe, "Theory of Prenching", p. 512
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vwhich he gives the exception to the general rules

"Some dlscuselons require the continuous
appliecation. . hortatory dlscusesion, for in-
atance, 1le ne2rly 2ll applicztory. Some dls=-
cueslone, though not requiring, mey rdmit of,
the continuous =pplication. An expository dls-
cuselon vhlch 1s not severely critical is one
of thls eclsss. In such & germon the train of
thought 1s secured in place by the text. If
drooped for the sake of an apnllcatory appeal,
1t may essily be resumed. A blographicel or
hietorical discussion admits of 2 simllar free-
dom of internlay. Such a2 sermon will commonly
follor elther the order of biblieal narrative,
or the order of timec. =lther of these, 1f sus-
pended, 1s enslly recovered." 1. :

e subscribe to these words of Phelps, and we can
also see the sdvantagee, L1f at timee the preacher carries
a2 thrend of arplication through the entire sermon. The
subjsct matter must really determine whether 1t 1le all
right to do that, however; our advice, 1f.we were to make
a generol rule, would be that the preacher insert a2ppli-
catlon after each maln part in-the sermon.

"TyT WEDG=" - The olose relation of applicatlion to exposi-

tlon brings us to another essential requirement in the de-
velooment of the practical appllcatioﬁ. namely, "the funda-
ment2l principle that all minor enblioatlona in the sermon
muet be subordinated to, and motivated by, the principle
applicrtion, the practiczal objective, of the entlre aeruon."a'
Homiletlcians picture thls as "the wedge" in shaping the
application. Ludwilg Hofacker, & young preacher of Germany,
brings thls out clearly when he describes hls method of
sermon bullding: "I strive to bulld my sermons in the shepe
of a wedge, that 1s, to drive 2 wedge into the consclences

1. Fhelps, "Tneory of rerocning", p. 512-13
2. Friedrich, "Practlczl Application”, CTY¥, Vol.5, p.254
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of my heerers . . . My aim 1s to mcke n unified impression
upon the hearer in every eermon.“l. The eimple meaning of
thle 1s that the prstor must etrive to attaln a unity of
applicntion in his smermon; he must mrke n1l applicationa
converge unon a single noint, and that must be the burning
roint of the sermon. Tt l& £ll right to bring in 2 va-
riety of applicationa, as the exposition sugzests them
(inference and remark - to be dlscussed later), but in
applying the truths of the text the pastor must concen-
trate on one main point, on the main application. As

he brinze in other applicatlona he must tone them

down, so thet together with the mailn appliccotion they form
2 "wedge", the chlef nractlicel objective of the sermon pre-
dominnting.

Dr. Lyman Beecher used to claim that 2 sermon should
have one, snd but one, "burning point". Thie conveya the
same 1dea ns the "wedge". Phelps uses a still different
picture vwhen he writes that "the conclusion (application)
branches out from them ( the divisions of the sermon) like
the apokes from the hub of a wheel, all fitted to the pur-
Doae“a. of the practlczl objective of the germon. Broadus
also places a clear picture before ue with the comperison
that the application "must not diverge in various directions
and become like the untwisted cracker of a whip, but should
hav€&:? common aim 2nd make a combined impreeaion."z.

If the pastor keeps 1n‘m1nd the importance of this

. Quoted from Friedrich, “?ractic 1 ?pplication”,CTH,Vol.5,0.254

2. Phelps, "!heory of Preaching", p. 526 -
3. Broadue, "Preparation and nelivery of Sermona", p.231
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princinle of the "wedge" in making minor cpplications de-
pendent uron the ﬁajor aprlleation, he wlll =ccordingly
mike 1t hls practice to elliminate from hls sermon-study
all applicntions suggected by dstalle of the text which
are not in line with the main =2pplication that domlnates
the message of the eermon. The result that wlll necesszrily
follow from desveloping cppnlicationsin the form of the
"wedge" will be unlty, and unlty iz a very lmportant ele-
ment in inspiring the hearere to take home with them the.
miln truth of the text, so that they can nourish their
falth with that truth and live that truth. "Unlty is so
intense and so compret in 2ll earnest dlscourse, that it
willbkommonly project iteelf ln the application; so that
on obedient hearer goes away with the resolve, *Thie one

thing I do."

s

B, USSENTIALS IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE APPLICATION
T (The Component Parts of the Lpplioation)

In order to imprees upon the people the practiecal
objective of the text, =0 that they will les®e the church
service with the ‘firm determination, "This one thing I do",
the pastor must develop the practical application of hls
germon in such 2 manncr that he toth gives hies hearers the
necessary information demanded by the truth of the text and
inspires them to take action. In order to do thles properly,
the preacher muet carerully-beer in mind the component parts
of a complete practical epplication: Hde must tell the people

. Phelpe, "Theory of Preiching", p- 533
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¥hat to do; he muet tell them how to do it; and he must
use the persuagive appeal, directing his applications to
the impelllng motives of the hesrers, in order to imspire
thea to action. Let us go into some detall, as we discuse
these pointe separately.
SHLT _TO DO ~ In his application the rreacher must first of
all tell the people what to do. Thia 1e the application of
the truth of the text in the strict sense of the term, in
%hlch the pastor simply 2pplies to the hearers the practical
objective of the text, lmpressing upon them what thia_truth
demande of them nand rhat instructions it givee them. Brosdus
bringe thie out well when he writes that the "application,
in the etrict eense, 1= that in which we show how the.subject
2pplles to the persons addressed, what practical instructions
1t offere them, what practical demands it makea upon them.“l.
dow can thle practical instruction be effected 1ln the
apolication? In general, homileticlans suggest three differ-
ent waye in which this may be done: remerks, inferences,

lessons. The preacher uses "remsrka" when he builds hls appli-

cation directly around the truth of the text. By remarke we
mean "certaln noticesble matters belonging to or connected
with the subject, to which attention 1s now especilally direct-
ed." % For instance, say that the pastor ls preaching on Just-
ific=tion by Falth. He uses the "remark" succesefully - to
uee o simple 1llustration - when he applles that truth to the
people by instructing them that they must have that falth in

order to anewer the important queation: "What must I do to be

1. Broadus, "Preparation and Delivery of Sermons", p.280
2. Broadus, "Preparation and Delivery of Sermons", p.280
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eaved?"

The pretor mey nalso use "inferences" in developing his
arplications. He uses "inferences" when he bullds his appli-
cation ~round = lozicerl deduction from the truth of the text.
"Nothing should be rresented me an inference which does
not loglierlly =nd directly follow from the subject diacuesed.“l'
Say, for example, thet the minister 1le preaching on the
doctrine that we are eaved by grace alone. /4 loglcal in-
Terencs from thies su:ject would then be that we should not
truet 1ln cur ;004 vworks for selvation. In using inferences,
h~wever, the orescher muet take great care to see to it
that the inferences follow logically. As an example of
Queetlonsble logic in meking inferences - although not al-
tozether wronz - Phelps liste the following: "The worth-of
the soul does not follow from ite immortality precieely a?
it follows from the /tonement. The love of God does not
follow from the law of the seasons precisely as 1t followe
from the 31f% of a Savior. The duty of repentance is not
urgcd by the doctrine of providence as potently se 1t 1s
urged by the doctrine of the cross.” ‘

The 2pplication mey also be presented in the form of
"lessons". "This term implies that the practical teachings
of the subject are more thoroughly brought out =nd more fully
applied than would be indlcated by mere ‘remarks', while it
doee not restrict the npplicatlon to those teachings which

appear as loglcal 'inferences' from the propoeitions estab-

1. Brondus, 'Preparation and Delivery of Sermons", p.- 281
2. Phelps, "Theory of Preaching", p. 528
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llshed."l. "Leseons" are beet used in applicatione of ser=
mons on historliecal subjects, vhere it is lawful to bring
out sevsral distinct lessons; these lessone, however, must
be olocely related - aﬁd developed in the form of the "wedge".
fie an exnmpl-, say that the pactor is preaching on the his-
torical remort of the Flood. In hls "lessons" he could bring
out the important truthe that we must be prepared for the
cominz destruction of the world, that we must repent, and
that we must not.delay in our repentance. Or, perhape he
1s preaching on the temptation of Christ. A fine leseon
that he could draw from that text le that the Christian
muet be nell-verecd in Serinture, so that he can fight the
temptations of the devil, the world, and hls own sinful
flesh.

Vie thérsfore gsec that there are various possible ways
in which the poetor can tell his hearers "what to do". In
a subject of thie esort we cannot lay down any hard and fast
rules. Ve merely euzgest principles that the truly great
preachere used to thelr practiczsl rdvantage, and among these
principles we find the use of "remarks", "inferences", and
"lessone". The roetor vho goes about his germonizing con-
sclentiouely uses these nrineiplee in developling hle practi-
cal application - and half of the time he does not even know
it. To him the terme "remark", "inference", and "leseon" mean
1ittle. Hies aim 18 to be practical, and in doing that he uses
these princlnles unconsciously. That is the ideal; all who

would be prenchers must strive for 1it!

1. Broadus, "Preparation and Delivery of Sermons", p.282
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Ve offer another point for the pmetor to remember, as

_he tells the henrere in his application "what to do". It 1s

500d to bring the words of the text into thie part of the
appnlicatlion - and to repent them as much as possible, es-
peclally 1f the text ie short and can be remembered by the
peopls. It le especlally effective to end the sermon with
the vords of the text, after o practical bulld-up of the
apnlication in the conclusion. This will drive the point
of the sermon home, meke the final impreseion, eo to say,
and inspire the bellevers to walk out of the church door
eaylng to themeelves, "This one thing I do!" Pattison em-
phaslzes this in hle worde: "/nd we may add that whatever
has been the nature of hls conclusion, he (the preacher) will
do well, oftecner than not, to close with the words of his text.
Make sure thnt this shall remain as the final 1mpreeaion."1'
We Ao not necessnrily sgree with Pattlson when he saye
that thls should be done "oftener than not", since a good
thing should not be overdone, but we subscribe to the
sentiment of hle words when he gays that it 1is a good thlns%
for the pastor (at times) "to close with the words of his
text." Broadus writes thot "the t=xt itself may be the last
vorde. Yhen the dlscourse has been developed out of the text,
and has exhibited all 1te wealth of meaning, then the emphat-
l1c repetition of the text in closing vill impressively sum up
all that has been sald.""
Spurgeon was very skillful in interveaving and ending

1. Pnttison, "Making of the Sermon", p. 182
2. Broadus, "Preparation and Delivery of Sermons", p.287-88
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hie applicntions vith the vords of the text, and os an
example of the latter we quote the following from one of
hls sermons (The reader will also observe, as he reads thie
eéxcerpt, how Spurgeon 1n developlng his .apnlications shows
a fine undcrstanding of the humen heert in general, a point
that we dwelled upon several chopters back):
"'Come, see the place wherc the lLord lay' . . .

Ye timid onee, do not be afraid to approach, for 'tis

no vain thing to remember that timidity buried Christ.

Falth would not have given him a2 funerzl at all. Fear

buried him. Nicodemus, the night dlscliple, and Joseph

of Arimathe, secretly, for fear of the Jews, went

and burled him. Therefore, ye timid ones, ye may go

too. Ready-to-halt, poor Fearing, and thou, iirs.

Despondency and Huch-afraid, go often therc; let it

be your favorite haunt, there build a tabernacle,

there ablde. /And often say to your heart when you

are 1ln dlstress and sorrov, 'Come, see the plece

where the Lord lay.'" 1.

A neccesary requirement of that part of the applica-
tion 1in which the pastor tells the people "what to do" is
that 1t be interestinz. We hardly need strese that. "In-
fsrencee and remarks eghould be developed, 1f possible, by

2.
the use of interesting materizle.” They eshould be made
clear by the use of 1llustrations and examples (Ve shall
discuas this later, under "Illustrations and Ixamplees in
the Practleal Application™) and by the various rhetorical
elements that tend to crente interest and keep attention
( rhetorical question, plecturesque language, etc.).
"Barrenness of treatment 1s nowhere else so
great an evll as in the aprlication. Interest
elsewhere 1s of 1little use, if not sustalned here.
Interest elsewhere should, if possible, be redupli-
cated here. Yet some sermons are more interesting
everywhere else than here. Some preachers are more

I. Quoted from ©Pattison, “ﬁiking of the Sermon", p. 182
2. Phelrs, "Theory of Preaching", p. 535
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inventive, more prolific, more racy, in every other

procese of germonizing than in that of applying truth

to ite practiecnl uses. They explain lucidly, they

prove forclbly, they illustrate vividly; but they

do not apply truth eloquently. In thelr applications

they never seem freeh. They glve the frult of jaded

minds. The conclusion" (application) "falls like the

dull, chill pattering of a November rain." 1.
HOW TO DO IT - We have juet discussed that part of the appli-
cation in which the pastor must tell the people "what to do".
It will not cufflce, however, if the pastor stops there.
#any preachers tell the people what they muet do, but they
often nezlect telling them how these duties muet be per-
formed. Hence - to use the words in our caption - in apply-
ing the prectlcal truth of the text the pastor must tell
his hearers "how to do 1t". He must offer "suggestione as to
the best menne and methode of practically performing some
duty which the body of the dlscourse hae enjoined." "Many
preachere are very lnsistent in telling thelr people what
they must do in order to comply with the truth taught in the
text; . . . yet 1t never dawns upon them that it is just as
necessary, especially in the cezse of lnexperienced Chrilstians,
to tell them in detall how these dutlies may best be parrbrned."s'

In telling the people how to do the dutles enjolned in

the sermon the pastor must avold the abstract and use the
concrete. He must spenk in the language of the people; he
muet speak of the life of the people; he must meet the practi-
Cal needs of the people; and in doing this he must offer them

explanations and suggestions on the bagia of the Vord of

I, Pnelps, "Theory of Preaching", pPs 535 x
2. Broadus, "Preparation and Delivery of Sermons", p. 283
3. Friedrich, "Practleal Applleation", CTH, Vol.5, p. 255



God, that will truly show them "how they mey, in mpite

of all their hondleaps, reduce to practice what they have

learned and thus be enriched by the divine truth which h=ae
: 1.

found access to thelr souls". Vve quote Brozdus:

"To give good practical suggestions 1s a task
often calling for experience and the fruite of
thoughtful observation, and: sometimes demanding
delicate tnet, but ie certainly, when well managed,
a4 most 1mportont part of the preacher's work. When
one hne argued some general duty, as that of family
or private prayer, of reading the Blble, or of re-
lleving the needy and dletressed, 1t 1le exceedlngly
useful to 2dd hints as to the actuzl doing of the
particular duty, so ss to m=ke 1t seem & practical
and a practicable thing, so ae to awaken hope of
doing better, nand thus stimulate effort." 2.

¥e do not try to improve upon these words of Broadus;
we do not even add to them, for they explain the matter
clenrly. We do strese thelr importance, however; they de-
mand consideration. In concluding this point, let us say
that 1f the pzstor le~rns the art of tactfully telling
hls hearers "how to do 1t", he will gee that hle preaching
1s getting results; - and, after a2ll, that is most essen-
tial, for the people must be inepired to take action.
PERSUASIVE APPEAL - In inspiring the people to take action,
however, there 1s one more very important element in the
application that the pastor muet obscrve, and that is com-
monly czlled "persuasion", or the "persussive appezl". The
preacher must not only direct his applications to the intel-
lect of the people and instruct them, but he must also aim
hils apollcntions at the emotions and will of the hearers
and accordingly encourage them to act. He must persusde the

I, Friedrich, "Praotical Appllcation", OTM, Vol. 5, p.255
2. Broadus, "Preparation and Delivery of Sermons", p.231
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people; he must exhort them to take actlion and do the

duty demanded by the truth of the text. ¥e can pick up

almost any book on public speaking and there read thzt

the good spenker must vork on the intellect, emotion,

and will of t:e people. It 1s the same with the scrmon.
"Lpplication includee not mereiy a etatement of the

practlieal bearings of the dlscourse upon the hearerg" (what

to db), "and instruction ae to the actual performance of

dutles enjolned" (hovw to do it), "but 1t also includes, and -
1

often especinlly denotes, persuasive appesl." 7 Thie, saye
Broadus, "1s not generally best accompliahéd b} & mere ap-
peal to the feelinga, but by urging, in the firet place, some
motive or motives for acting, or determining to act, as we
pronose." v "Sueh worthy motives are the love of God and
min, obedience, gratitude, the desire to be 'like Him', the
Joys of Christian service, happiness in this life 2nd 1n
the 1ife to come, and the like." : We may group these var-
lous motives to which the preacher may s=ppe=l under the fol-
lowing three hende:

1. Love of God - Primery Motive

2. Happiness =-=-- Secondary Motive

3. Hollnegg =---- Secondary Motive

The mightiest of all motives - the primory appeal of

the pzstor of a2 Christian congregetion - is the love of God.
In admoniehing his hexrers to do good worke, the pastor
mast direct his appeal to thelr God-given duty to show thelr
love to thelr Savior. He muest remind them of all that God

has done for them, how He gent His Son into the world to dle

1. Broadue, "Preparation and Delivery of Sermons", p.285
2. Broadus, “"Preparation and Delivery of Sermons", p.232

3. Friedrich, “Practical Application", CTM, Vol.5, p.255
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for thelr sins, and he must imprees upon them that out of
gratitude for God's love to them, they should show their
love to God. "Thec love of Christ constralneth us,” writee
the apostle (2 Cor. 5,14); and the pastor, in using per-
suasive apreal, must show his henrers how their love for
Chrigt muet urge them on! Broadus writes:
"We ought to love God supremely, and euch

supreme love would be our chlef motive to do

right and to do good. But sin has allenated

ue from God, so that we do not love Him. /nd

Christ presente iHlmself, the God-man, the Re-

dcemer, to win our love to Him and thus to God.

'Yihosoever sh=ll lose his 1life for my eake,' are
worde which reveal the nev and mighty gospel mo-

tive, love to Christ. To this, above all other
motives, the preacher should appeecl. .

"hen we sny that "love" ie the grentest of 2ll appeals,
Ve may also lnclude under this man's love for his fellowmen.
In impreseing unon his hearers the dutles of the second
table of the Lav, "Thou shalt love thy neighhor as thyself",
the preacher can direct his applications to a powerful, moti-
vating appenl. "We may constantly appeal to men's love of
thelr fellow-men, as a motive for &oing risht. Parents may be
urged to seek personal plety, and higher degrees of it, for
the sake of their growing children; and eo with the husband
or wife, the brother or slster or friend." 2.

A aeeonﬁgry motive to which the pastor may appeal 1s
"hannlneag“. Fvery man wants to be happy, and if the preacher
can show hie hearers, on the basis of the Word of God, how
they can attaln happninese, he will have a strong astarting-
point in persuading them to bellieve and live the truth of
1. Broadus, "Preparation and Delivery of Sermons", p.234

2. Bro=dus, "Preparation and Delivcry of Sermone”, p.234
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hie text. The pastor must remember, however, that this

motive should alvwnys be eubordinated to the "love of God";

but when thus subordinated, it 18 2 legltimate znd a2 pow-
erful motive. s we saw before, when ve studled the needs

of the humen heart in general, people are often despondent,
worrled, troubled by caree and fears, perplexed by doubts,

and consequently very unhappy. Outwardly it may not appear
80; lnvardly humen belngs are confronted with aoul-atrﬁsslea.
¥111 not the preacher's words find a sympathetic receptlon
then, 1f 1n hie nractical aprlication he brfere hlie hearers
the happiners and nence of heart that only Christ csn glve
them? If the pastor can convince hle people that to belleve
the Goepel and 1live the Jospel will make them happy, he will
¥ln the peonle - etrengthen their faith, bulld up thelr hope,
and encourage a2 eonctifled life. Under thie dlscussion we
mentlon in particular one very strong secondary sppesl, namely,
the haorinees of hesven. To the troubled Christian, weary of
this world, the thought of the happinese awaiting him in
heaven gives him great comfort, and aes & result he feels more
happy and joyful in thle 1life. In uelng this motive in his
persunsive apneal, howevsr, the pastor muet heed these words
of Brondus: "A desire for the pleasures of plety in this life,
or even for the hanniness of heaven, would never, of ltself
alone, lead men to become Christlans, or strengthen them to
live aes such; but combined with other motives, it does a great
and useful work.“l.

A third 1lmpelling motive (secondary) is "holiness". The

1. Broadus, "Preparation and Dellvery of Sermons", p.233
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Christian wonte to be "holy"; he wants to do good, and every
time he frlle into mn!.reet'e!.n hie consclence goes to work
énd cauees him to be miserable. Even the most abandoned msn
gometimes wishee to be good; 1n fact, he even tries to per=-
suade himeelf in certnin respeots that he is good, and in
Beneral the average man fully intende, after indulging in
8inful plsasure "just a little longer", to becc;me thoroughly
8004 before he dles. ¥an finde 1t hard to be good, however;
there 1= a constant battle going on within him, - and now¥ we
are epeaking in particular of the Chrigtian. If the preacher

can sho» the troubled sinner how he can overcome temptation

( 2nd lead a godly.life - how he can be "holy" = he will have

& Zealous llstener. Thus, thils "desire for holinese" affords

the pastor a fine motive to which to direct the persuasive

appeal of his appllcation. In his application the pastor may

urge the hearers to "pray uncezsingly”, to be frequent at

the Lord's Table, to keep company with Christians, - depend-

ing on the nature of his text - strescing these as important

factors in attaining the desired "holiness". "Here then 1s a

great motive to which the preacher may appeal. The thorough

depravity of human nature should not make us forget that good=

g nese can alwaye touch at least a faintly responsive chord in

9 the human breast.”

| “We ought to hold up before men the beauty
of holinegse, to educate the regenerate into doing

, right for 1its own sake, and not merely for the 1

sake of its rewards. Ve ought to stimulate, and *

at the same time control, that hatred of evil, whieh

o 1e the natural and necesesary counterpart to the .

love of holiness.  And as regards the future

1. Broandus, "Preparation and Delivery of | SMIII'.' pé,233"
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1ife, we should habitually polnt men, not only

to ite hapninese, but still more earnestly to

1to purity, and etrive by God's blessing to mzke
them long after its freedom from all ein end from

21l fesr of einning. Such noble and ennobllng
aspirations it ie the preacher'es high duty and
Privelegze to cherish in hie hearers, by the very fact
of avpesling to them." 1.

Ag gald before, how=ver, these gecondary motives ( "happi-
nees" and "holinese") must be kept subordinete to the primary
motive to whieh the negtor must appeal when directing his
applicatlons to Christians, namely, "the love of God”.

But vhat nnneals should the pastor make when he is not
presching to a Christian consregation, but rather to a
group of unrepentant unbellievers (newly organized miesion
etatione, pricone, bureaus for homelese men, etc.)? How ecan
the preacher rench the impelling motives for actlon in the
1ife of the unbelicver? In directing hls appllcations to
the unchurched, the pnstor must carnestly make a proper dis-
tlnctlon betveen Law and Goepel (ae we saw when we dlecuseed
“The Nature of tie “prlication”). He muet first apply the
Law to thee= neorle; he must show them thelir ein ond thelr
need for & Savior. Then he must polnt them to the Goepel;
after they h-ve le~rned to know thelr guilt, he muet ghow
them how thoy can snswer the gueetion: "Fhat must I do to
be sav 47" Phelpe specks of this very mattsr when he writes:

"%hat, then,eh21l we do to break the syncope

of inactive gullt? I answsr, Lo just that wvhich

the Serinturce do to such inquirers, = urge ancw

the motives to repentancc. ilen repent in obedlence
to motives. ey act under the sway of morzal ideag.
Press home, then, those i1dens which are the natu:al
lnducements to repentance. The 1dea of God, the idea
of immortality, the idea of sin, the ldea of penal

I Broadue, "Preparation =nd Dellvery of Sermons”, p. 233-34
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Justlce, the 1dea of the day of judgment, the
ldea of Christ, the idea of love, the ldee of de-
pendence on the Holy Chost, - thesec are the grent
central motive-noweras to repentznce." l.-

It 1s desirmble nt thirs point to present a few genersl
Tules which moy prove helpful to the preacher in the con-
struction of the persusgive anpeal in hie gpplication. There
are no set rules for homilectlcs, of course; =0 we present
the following ne mere sugzestione. Ve shall gtate them briefly,
and in each caese we shall zive proper quotations for proof.

The persuseive cppenl ehould be speclfic. Broadus glves
this 2dvice:

"% eoncludlng exhortation ought, as 2 rule, to be
epecific, keepinz 1tself in relatlon to the subject
vwhich hne becn treated. There 18 great danger that
a fluent and fervid spesker will wander into mere
generzl apoeale, equally sppropriate to almost
any other subject or occaslon. This may be sometimes
allowable, but = more epecific. exhortation would al-
most alvaye be more effective.” 2.

%hat do we mean when we say that the persussive appeal
ghould be esp=cific? Fhelps, vwho nleo inslets that appeals
must be especific, brinzs thie out well in the following:

"Not the sinfulness of sin, not the beauty
of holinese, are the Scrintural topices of =ppeal
g0 frejuently as the gullt of wovetousness, of
pride, of lying, of unbelief, of evil-speaking,
of licentious imagination, and the dutlees of elme-
glving, of honest welghts, of self-gacrifice, of
prayer, of repentance, of falth. The strong rolnte
and sharp points of Christian truth are the very
pointe vhich inepircd preachers use most eagerly.
On the other hand, the sensitive points of human
practice, the festering ulcers of human gullt,
those which s decelved consclence covere most
carefully from rebuke, are the very poilnts which
they attack most mercllesaly. To the most saintly
devotzes of the age they say, 'Ye generation of
Vipere!' To such, they apply the lancet and the
acalpel." 3.

1. Phelpe, "Ineory of Preaching", p- 547 :
2. Broadus, "Preparation and Delivery of Sermons", p.285
3« Phelpa, "Thcory of Preaching”, p. 558-59




There ghould be varietr in the persunsive mppeal. "Ap-
peals should nosseses unbounded versatility. Cne vwriter on hom-

1lstics prescribes the rule that sermons ought not all to end

wlth the vworde 'life everlasting.'" Pattison laye down thls
8ame zeneral rule when, 1n tabulating the essentlals that
should govern the practlcsl application (which he calle "con-

clusion"),. he writee that "the conclusion should be marked by

varlety". we quote once more from Phelpe, who in hls "Theory
of Prenching" hne made a epeclal, detalled study of appeals:

"Hortations should be varled . . . Preachers
vho have 2 large range of dlscueslon often nearrow
that rongze unconeclsuely in thelr conclusions (appli-
citions ). They =dopt favoritec ldeas, which, with
little varintion, or- wrought into 211 their ex-
hortntlone. The favorite of one is death; of another,
the d2y of judzment; of a third, heaven; 'of a fourth,
the provortion of recoonsibility to priveélege; of
1 flfth, the degeneracy of modern times. The szme
claes of feslinge ought not 2lways to be exclted
by ths same clags of truths . . . The chiefl ad-
Vontage of novelty in prenching 1s that it touches
the sensibilities of hearers in a way in which
they were never moved beforg.” 3.

Appeals should be uttered without forewarsins. "In the
nature of the cnee, and therefore elvays, 1t 1s unphlilosopi=-
lecal to announce =2n intention of eppe=l to the feelings." ;
For examole, consider the rhetorieal policy of the prophet
Nathan in hle designe upon the conscience of David. ile did
not warn him in 2dvence: "Now listen to me, King Pavid! I
am going to tell you a 1little story, in order to mske on
appeal to vour consclence, to awaken your senee of 5u%1t; 80
that rou w11l fear and tremble and grleve over your einl"
How far would Nathan have gotten, if hé would have used such

1. Pnelps, "Thsory of Preaching”, p: D11
2. Pattleon, "HEaking of the Sermon", p. 185
3. Phelps, "Theory of Breaching", p. 5T1=-T2
4. Phelpe, "Theory of Preaching", p. 297
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tactics? In hls relations with David, Hathan shoved that
he was a gre:t preacher. He concenled the entire appeal in
making the 2pnlicatlon of the Truth to the fallen king. He
first tola nie parable, aroueing in David genulne hatred
of the rin of the rich mon, vho etole the poor m-n'e lamb,
2nd then he pointsd the fingesr of zullt at David and criled:
"Thou are the man" (2 Sam. 12,7)! In harmony with this prac-
tice of Mathan, =nd in v2rning agalnst announcing appesls,
Phelpe giver this important counsecl:
"Imagine a spenker, in the pulpnlit or out of
1%, saylns to you, 'Come now, I =m about to ex-
clte your cmotinng: emile, weep, plty, fesr, mourn,
rejoice, vith me'.” 1.
"*11 forewnrning of apreals puts hecrers at once
on the defensive. They gilrd themselves up, =nd
feel gccure from the attack. They are at lelsure
to look out of their loopholes. fn appeal should d
have the ek11l and the sudicnners of an ambuscade.” 2.

In making anpenle 1t 1le often good homiletics to use
gontrast. Say, for examnle, that the pastor 1s preachlng on
“lm?ortwlity“. In making hie aoppesl he could use a striking
contraet ond direet his zppeal to the natural "fesr of death”
in the av r:ge men. Cr, if he ie preachlng on "fear", he could
vell use the appeal to "hope" in hie application. In employ-
ing auch contrast, however, the preacher must use great care;
for contrast 1s not desirable where the material introduced
by 1t 1s relatively fecble. Considered in itself, however,
contrast ie o "natural mode of euggestion and lmpresslon. It
does not necesearily imcalr unity of impression. It may helght-
en thc impresslon of unity. Contrasted inferences, therefore,

Je
may be decirable in concluelone (apolications)." Ve quote

1. Phslps, "Theory of Prcaching', p. 297
2. Phelps, "Theory of Preaching", p. 574=75
3. Phelps, "Theory of Preaching”, p. 531



from Brondue:

"When the sermon has been one of warning or
Of invitation, it 1= sometimee natursl and impressive
to conelude vith gomething of the opposite tendency.
The preacher must judge in every cese, whether thie
combination r1ll deepen the general impreseion, or
whether the two will neutralize ench other im the
hearer's mind, nnd le=ve him un=ffected by elther." 1.

The perguneive nnpeal of the application may at times

be etrensth-ned by m~king seperate apreals to seperate grouvs

of v=ople. In hle anplicatlon the prencher should etrive to
Individualize hils henrers. "Hapony 1s the preacher who ie

able to 1ndividunlize hie henrere, g0 that each one bhellsves
that he himself 1e ernecinlly addressed.“a. The pzstor can
better do this, 1f hle subject matter permite 2nd if hile oudil-
eénce 1s large cnough, by directing speciel applications to
8peclal groups vith apecial neede. The great danger herec is
that the pastor mny become too personal 2nd single out one

Or tvo people; so that everyone knows of whom he is spesking.
That ie poor homiletles, especially 1f the preacher 1s rebuk-
ing ein. If done with care, however, the pastor may apply the
¥ord to eeparate groups to great advantage; he will add power
to hie appenle; he vill "individualize" his hearers.

The queetion mey be nsked: To What special groups may we
direct epecinl applicatione? If the pastor finde it difficult
to divide his conzregntion into different groups which may
need epscinl apolicatione, we suggest, first of all, as we
mentloned onc: before, that the pastor conduct regular
pastoral vieitations. In addition, however, the prescher will
find 1t profitable in thls connection to study the book entitled

1. Gboadus, "Preparation end Dellvery of Sermons", p. 285
2. Pattison, "Usking of the Sermon", p. 369
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"Personal Ivangellism", by A.7. Knock.l' We present the headinge
of the table of contente from Part IT of thie boolz, in order
%o zlve the rezder an idea’of how the people may be divided
into variloue groups acceording to thelr needs; the careless
and lndifferent, the procr-stinator; the eelf-righteous;
the earnest inquirer; those lacklng assurance; those lack-
lng victory over eiln; the hesitont and fearful; those with
difficulties; thoee having lost hope; the fault-finders;
the objectors. In moking special appeals to certein of
thess groups, =ccording to the nature of tae subject, the
pastor »111 zive strensth and lend weélght to the persussive
arpenl of Yie nracticsl npplication; for he will better be
able to "individunlize" the membere of his flock.

“nother” importz=nt factor for the preacher to remember
in worklng out hile rersuzeive appeal 1s that he possese the

exp:gtations of success 1in hls appedls.

"’ppezls should be so conatructed as to lmply
the ex~ectation of succese. Thls esuggests one of
the subtle nivote on which the succees of an ex-
hortatlon often turns. The general princliple of
char:eter, that hopeful men are successful men,
applies with speclsl pertinence to the effort of
one mind to win the obedlent senslbilities of
another. In this, more surely than in many other
things, men vho exnect to succeed do succced." 2.

In concluding our dlsocuselion on appeals, we mention

one more oolnt: The persgussive appeal must come from the

heart, and 1t must be directed to the heart!

"There should alvays, 1f at all possible, be
an earnest appeal to the heart; for ‘out of the
heart are the 1ssues of life' (Prove. 4, 23) . « .
Appeals . . . dare not be studied, artificial, in-
8lncere. In order to reach the heart of the hearer,

I, The Lutheran Bible Inetituteﬁ 1610 Portland Ave., iinn.,4inn.

2. Phelpe, "Theory of Preaching", p. 565
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the appe2l must proceed out of the very depths of
the preacher's hesrt." 1.

Thy heart must overflow, 1f thou
nnother's heart wouldst reach,

It needs the overflow of soul,
to give the 1lps full apeech.

1. Friedrich, "Proctical Application", GT4, Vol.5, p.255-56
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VI. ILLUSTRATIONS /ND EXAMPLFS IN TH: APPLICATICN

In the previous chapter we mentioned briefly that the
prescher should gtrive to make the rractical apnlicatlon of
hls sermon int-renting. In order to do this effectively,
homilsticinns suggeet the use of 1llustratione and examples
in the ~policntion. The 1llustration secures attention =nd
ereatee interest; it mnkes truth 1lifelike and vivid; it ex-
plains; it gives genulne 21d to the ressoning povers; 1t
alds the memory; it glvee plecsure to the audlence by arous-
Ing fine cmotion; it gets hold of the inettentive and care-
leae.l' The exomple 1s the best i1llustration for the appli-

eatlon; 1t makee the 2ppllestion more concrete.
When ueing the illustration 1n the application, however,

the preacher (=nd the young vrescher should especially heed
thie note of warning) ehould necver build the application

around the 1lluetr-tion.

"2 young prezcher wos, not long 2go, very
flatteringly recommended to the vacant pulpit of
a large Presbyterien church in a Vestern city.
The chalrman of the committee of supply vrote to
lnjulre about hle character when a member of this
seminary. 'We have heard,' vrote the keen judge of
good -rexching, 'that ir. B--- conetructs his ser=-
mons by first collecting a number of telling 1llus-
tratione, and then bullde hle sermon around them.
Is thia true? If it i1e, he ie not the man for us.'
The m2n in question, 1t le true, wae noted for his
11lustrative invention. It was dlsproportionately
dev:loped as relatcd to his ressoning power. Some
sagaclous hearer hed detected the disproportion,
2nd h=d fzetened upon him the label of the criticism
I have quoted. It m2y require yeare to enable him
to outlive 1t." 2.

The lesson that thls incident leEVGg'nith us 18 very

1. Spurgson's seven purnoaéa in the uee of the illustration
2. Phelps, "Theory of Prenchlng", p. 525-26
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olear; 1t lays down a fine homiletlcal rule.

The 11luetration in the application must have a practi-
eal effect. "If it eerves no better purpose than to exclte
feeling which exhauste iteelf with no practical effect, =n
1lluetration 1s a hindrznce and not a help"l' to the appli-
cation.

It goes without eaying, of eourse; thet the 1llustration

should be apparent =t once; and hence it should be taken

from sccnes or circumstances familiar to the audience. The

Observance of such o practice wlll greantly asslist 1n reach-
ing the desired rractical effect of the illustration in the
application. Jesue wee = master at this. To ehow how the

Savior uged femiliar plctures in his preaching, ve quote from

irchdeceon Farrar:

In his 1llustrations Jesus used "the most every=-
day articles of food and furniture, the commoneet
lneldente of 11fe, the most ordinary scenes and
gounde of nature. The hen and her chickens, the
leaking wine-skine of the vintner, the burning of
autumn weeds, the peasant woman patching the ola
Glothes of her husband or her bsye, were not too
trivial to be turned into themes for divine in-
etruction by the Lord of glory. Such tesching 1s
ever real and fresh and vivid." 2.

Illustratione of the sort that the Savior used quicken
the apprehension of the truth. That should be the primary pur-

pose of all illustratione =nd examples in the practical appli-
cation of the sermon. Dr. Guthrie writes:

"By awekening and gratifyirg the lmagination,
the truth finde 1ts way more rezdily to the heart
gigigakea a deeper impression on the memory. The
= ]

a mails PEStend 28%1n" SRR ntSa T OTNE  RE"BLA TACE

1. Pattison, "Eaking of the Sermon", p. 284
2. ‘rechdencon Farr=r, quoted from Pattison, p. 285
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of an arrow, mokes it etrike; and llke the barb,
mekes 1t etick." 1.

"Notlce how even in enforcing the advantages of il-
lustrating, Juthrie usee four 1lluetratione. Vho after read-
Ing thege sentencee con forget that 1llustratione floet,
hold fast, strike, =nd atlck?"*" Below we shell glve an example
Of how the illustration may be used 1n the application to
qulcken the apnrehcnelon of the truth. The purpose of this 1l-
luetration 1 to showr how "211 things work together for good
to them that love 30a" (Rom. 8, 28):

n artist wvns once frescolng the lofty celling
of a church, and, grndually sterping back on the
scaffolding to watch the effeet of his work, he be-
¢ame a0 abeorbed in hle pleture that he did not
notice th=t he wae about to eten off the edge -and
fa1l upon the pavement far below. £ brother artiet,
g8selng hlc danger, and knowing that a word would
but hasten his fall, threw his brush at the picture,
8polling 1t. The painter, indignant, rushed forward
2nd was snved! So Jod sometimee throws the brush
of Hle m-roy 2nd destroys the plctured hopes of
our hezrts. Yhy? Why does he do 1t? Not for our
ruln, but ‘le does 1t for our good! = perhaps to
startle us from sin, perhaps to sheke some senee
into ue, perhnpe to precerve our bodies - but
alvays to save our soule! "All things work to-
gether for good to them that love God!l"

Cur purpose in nresenting the above illustration 1is
to show the poseibllities of how the illustration can be
used in the applieation to quloken the apprehension of
the truth. In the following we ghall quote & few inatancee

this purnose by using 1lluetrations and examples in thelr
applications.

I.7Dr,. Guthrie, quoted Irom Pattison, "Making of the Sermon”,p.268

2. Pattison, "Making of the Sermon", p. 269 .

3. The thought for thie illustration vaes extracted from Denton's
"Toplecal Illustrations", p.15. In this connection it 18 in
order to mention that the preacher should not mske it & hab=-
it to rely on euch cyclopedias of illustrations.
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Spurgeon:- He was a Christlan preacher, a Fundamentalist.
Hle sermons are homiletically excellent, and hle use of the
1llustretion in the apnlication accordlngly shows the touch
of a master. e guote from one of hls sermons on "Prayer"s

"Cold orayers are like arrowe without heade,
eworde without edges, birds without winge; they
plerce not, they cut not, they fly not up to
heaven. Those prayerse thnt hnve no heavenly fire
in ther alwave fr-eze before they reach as high
qsdhﬁﬂzen; but fervent prayer is very prevalent with
T0qd . .

Talmage:~ He wiae an evangellst, a revivalist that preached
to out-door gatherings of broken-dovn men. In genersl, his
sermons nre homileticnlly poor. He does not expound the text,
but rather uses the text ss & "pretext". Hle sermons lack
definite parte and a definite "fundamentum dividendi". Tal-
mage hns become famous, however, because of his use of the
11lustration in the anplication. We quote from one of hls
sermone (and thie sermon, by the way, 1a homlleticzlly good;
otherwise we vould not even pause to quote Talmage) to show
how he uses the examnle in his application, the appeal belng
to trust in the Lord for divine preservation:

"St. Telix esc2ped martyrdom by crawling through
a hole in the w2ll across which the epiders immediately
afterverd wove 2 web. His persecutors saw the hole
in the wall, but the spider's web put them off the
track. A boy wae lost by his drunken father, and
could not for years find his way home. Nearly grown,
he went 1nto a Fulton street prayer-meeting and
asked for prayers that he might find hle parents.
Hls mother was in the room, and rose, and recognized
her long-lost son. Do you say that these things
'only hoppened so'? Tell that to those who do not
believe in a God and have no faith in the Bible.
Do’ not tell it to me. I sald to an aged minister
of much experlence, 'All events of my life seem
to have been divinely connected. Do you suppose it

I Svourgeon, quoted from Pattison, "EEEing of the Sermon",p.283




1z 20 1n 211 1livea?' He answered, 'Yes, but most
people do not notice the divine le=dings.' I stand
here to say from my own experience that the safest
thing in 211 the world to do 18 to truet the Lord." 1.

Fosdick:~- Whereas Spurgeon was a Fundamentalist and
Talmage a revivallst, in Fosdlck we have an outspoken Lod-
ernlst. Fosdick is a master-homiletician, however, and hias
uee of the illustration and the application is greatly to be
Commended. e mention him ae & third type of preacher who
succeasfully uses the 1llustration in the application. Ve
qQuote from his sermon on "The Open Doors", from the text,
"Behold I have sct before thee an open door, and no man oan
shut 1t" (Rev. 3,8):

"Do you remember from our chlldhood those exciting
storles where the hero of the tale wae almoet csught ,
his enemles were closing in, the trzp was almost sprung,
and, lo! =2 secret door through which in the nick of time
he made hie thrilling exit? In later life we have seen
that happen oftem, in ways just as thrilling and twlce
a8 true. Blindness clogee in on a man'es life. He h=s
been active ond energetic. Nov the doors shut on every
gide. ivenues of action and vistas of wision close. He
Beems caught llke 2 rat in a trap. /nd then comes that
epiritu=l mirscle before which 211 men with eyes muet
8t=nd with reverence and awe. He 12 not cesusht like
a rat in = trap, There 1le an open door. Sight dimmed
but insight dcepened, he becomes inwardly beautiful
80 that, rhereas once he was outwardly active, he be-
comee radl=nt within, and men and women draw closer
to him in the walk of 1life that they meay be reassured
about the reality of the epiritual life. He, too, has
heard a volce: 'SBehold, I have set before thee an open
door, and no man ean shut 1t.'" 2.

"hat:%onﬂerful onportunlity Foedick had to present the
true Gospel of the Cruclfied! What a pity such a gifted
homileticlan ehould be = Hoderniet! Yet, we muet admire him
for his ability in using the 1llustration in the application;

I. Talmge, "Selected Sermons", Vol.l, p. 189-90 =
2. Fosdick, guoted from mim=osraphed cony of Dr. Foedick's sermon,

p.3
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all of his sermone shor the same careful, artful vorkmanehip
a8 lg evidcnt in the sermon we have quoted.

Haler:- He ie a fourth type of precacner who skillfully
uses the llluetration =nd example in hie practical appli-
cations. Dr. !niecr 18 2 radlo-preacher. Unllke Spurgeon and
Foadlek - and in = certaln sense Telmage - he h2e no definite
congrezation that he enn study. Hie sermone muet appeal to
the unchurched %-erican nublic. They are by no means exegeti-
6al masternleces; they are not me-nt to be. In hls use of the
aoplliecatlon, howsver - anad more particularly of the 1llus-
tratlon in the apnlicntion - he ranks ne one of the greatest
preachers of hle type in fmerica. We quote from hie Lenten
germon on "Thy Will Be Done", in which he makes 2 strong
anpeal by uelng the examrle in hle practleal applications:

"ire you oné of the millione in the cruel
day who hnve suffered from the dishonesty and the
greed of vour fellow-men? Think of George Heumark's
herolem. ’fter he h~d been robbed of practically all
hls property with the exception of hle prayer-book,
he sat dovwn, a pennilece and destitute student, to
pen these lmmortal lines of trust in God:
"'If thou but suffer God to gulde thee
‘nd hope in Him through 211 thy days,
He'll give thee strength whate'er betlde thee,
‘ /nd bear thee through the evil days.'
Ie your home broken by quarrel and hatred,
and are your dreamg of » happy family 1ife shattered
by the oruel reality of strife? John Vesley lived
in an unhappy morrisge for thirty years. dis wife
rose up publicly to ridicule him even while he
%wie prenchlng. She resorted to libel 2nd forgery
in the demonlacnl desire to ruin hie career. n
eye=-ritness telle us th2t he once found ¥re. Vesley
forming with fury, clutching in her had the hair
she hnd torn from her hueband's hend. Yet the more
Vio@lmt the etorm of hls domestlc troubles, the more
tizhtly John Tesley clung to the Cross and, trans-
lating the gems of =urovean hymns, he gave ue this
pealm of resignation: 3 .




"'Leave to God's sovrel
To chorge and to command;
o gh2lt thou, wondering, ovn
Jow wlse, hov strong, Hls ha
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VIT. THE DFLIVERY OF THE APPLIC.TION

When the preacher dellvers the practiocal appllication
of his sermon, he maet bear in mind that he 1e gpeaking
dlrectly to the hearts of the people. Hence, he must be
natural in his delivery; he must use 2 natursl elocution.
"Appeals, above 211 other uttersnces of the pulpit, demand
2 natural elocution. The close contact lmplied in direct
hortation needs to avold =11 poselbly repellent adjuncts of
Bpeech. Worhere else, therefore, is unnatural delivery so

1.
hurtful."

To reach the hearts of therpeople, however, the preacher
met aleo deliver his acvolientione vith feellng. True, he
muet feel everything he eays in his sermon, but it 1s all
the more important in the apvlication, since he 1s applying
the “ord of God directly to the needs of hie hearers; he is
alming at the heart.

"It 1e°'2 matter of universal observation that

a speaker vwho vwould csxcite deep feeling must feel
deeply himeself. Demosthenes sometimeas spoke with

* 8such passlonate earnestness that his enemles said
he wae deranged. Clcero says that it 1s only pnssion
that makes the orator a king; that, though he him-
gelf had trled every means of moving men, yet his
8ucceeses were due, not to talent or ekill, but to
a mighty fire in hils soul so that he could not
contain himeelf; and that the hearer would never be
kindled, unlees the speech came to him burning." 2.

Vie agree with the words quoted above that the preacher
must speak with "passionnte earnestnese". That does not mean,
hovever, that he muet shout and go into an emotional frenzy

in the pulpit. Younz preachers frequently make that mistake.

1. Phelps, "Theory of Preaching”, p. 556

2. Broadus, "Preparation and Delivery of Sermons", p. 236
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They read in booke on public epeaklng and homlletics that
the speairer muet epesk with "intence feelings", and then
they interpret this suggestion ace meaning that they should
gcream and rave in the pulnit. Thet le not what the hom=
ileticlane mean vhen they say thnt wme should epesk with
"feelinz". The naetor oon put "feeling" into hle vorde
and still evesk in = vory subdued volee. In thle connec-
tion, lct ue h-za the tvo varninge of Broadus:
1. "ind whatever the subject might require, let
A man not eresk 1n an ~motlonal manner unlese he
really feels 1t. “n effort to work oncself up
Into fecling, becruse 1t is deslrable at this
roint, will usuclly fall; and Lf it eucceeds ae to
the preacaner himself, will be apt to make anything
elee th:n = jood lmprescion on the he2rers « « «
2. ".nd let 1t never be forgotten that we must
not aim to excite cmotlon merely for its ovn sake,
ag 1f that were the end 1n view, but to make it &
meane of determining the will nnd stimulating to
corresponding actlon. %“ven love to God will not
subslet 28 2 mere feeling." 1.
Thue,we have-seen thet the preacher must epesk with
2 natur:1l feellins. The question may be asked, homever: ¥hat
1f the oreacher doee not have this feeling? What can he do
to develop 1t? In order to epeak with pover and feeling, the
preacher muest be conscerated; he must have = geal to win
gouls for Christ. The only trsining school in which to de-
Velop that coneecrated zeal for the work of the kingdom 1g
the Vord of God. The prsacher muet gtudy the Word; he must
pray the Yord; he must live the Yord; he must observe the
principles of falth and 1ife laid down in the VWord, both

in hls own 1ife and in hls relstion with hls fellow-men.

1. Broadus, "Preparation and Dellvery of Sermons", p.284
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Broadus has this very thing ln mind when he writes:
"f128! 1t 1s often our chlef difficulty in

preachlng to feel ourrelves ne ve ought to feel.
Aind a genulne fervor cannot be produced to order
by an effort of will. Te must cultivate our re-
11zlous eeneibilities, muet kecp our souls hobit-
ually in contact with gosvel truth, and malntain,
by the union of sbund~nt prayer and self-denyling
activity, that nrdent love to God and that tender
love to man which vill &ive ua, without an effort,
true pathos and peesion.” 1.

Lk )

In conclusion, we must mentlon one more neceseary require=-
ment for the successful applicatlon of the Word of God to
the hearts of the hesrers. is the preacher sppllies the truth
of hls text to the neople, he must remember and take comfort
and assurance from the fact thot the Holy Spirit is working
through the ¥ord that he presches. "An expectant appesl im-
Dlies the prencher's ascurance of the prescnce of the Holy
Splrit. All hopeful presching implies thet. Hopeful p;?achins
honore the Snirlt of God: God, in return, honors it." Hence,
¥e 8ay with De Preseense: "I would not forget that =bove all
thess human methods of nreaching, vhlch we have no right to
neglect, we‘muet vwalt upon God for the influence of His mighty
Spirit, without whose sovrelgn virtue our poor vwords wlll be
but ag the tinkling cymbal striking the 2ir with empty sound."B'
In other words, "the real applicatlon of the text, the effec-
tive application, must be made by the Holy Spirit. ind this is
one of the reaneons vhy every Christlnn sermon must be begun,

continued, and ended 1n prayer."4*

I. Broadus, "Preparation and Delivery of Sermons”, p«237
2. Phelps, "Theory of Preaching", p.566

. 3« De Pressense, "Hom. Rev.", 3, 53

4. -Friedrich, "Practicnl “pplication”, CTH,Vol. 5, p.256
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