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Vhen the Christian religion first began to spread
through the Roman world, iv metv much opposition. This was
partly due to vhe three chief lines of vthought of the time:
Judaism, the various schools of philosophy, and the religion
of the empire., The Jews were the :E:-l.::su to foment persecution
of the Christians. Already during the missionary journmeys
0f che Apostle Paul they sent out Judaistic teachers to
hinder his work (1). By the beginning of the second cenm
tury vhe opposition of the Jews had waned to some extent,
gince the Chrisvian Church had turned to the Gentiles; but
gsome of it still existed, as vwe see from Justin's DIATOGUR
VITH TRYPIIO, This book shows us that the Jewish people
st1ll regarded Christ as an impostor, and were then still
expectiing a lessiah who would be a glorious ruler, It also
indicates that the traveling opponents of Christianity were
80ill exerting vtheir influence. Therefore the Christian apo-
logists of the second century had to keep the Jews in mind,
In dealing with them Justin argues from the 0ld Testament,
To show that the prophecies of the Messiah can be fulfilled
only in Jesus Christ; he also avtacks their ceremonialism
and formalism. Thus apologetics against the Jews in the geo~
ond century is 8vill of the same nature as it was in the
days of the apostles,

But although Jewish influence was no longer strong at
this vtime, it was replaced by the cpposition to Christianity
that i1ssued from the philosophers. This marks the second

(1) Aots 14, 19; 17, 13




school of vhought which the early apclogists had to meet,
Many varievies of philosophy were in vogu; at the time.
Jugtin studied in the schools of the Peripatetics, the Sto-
ies, Bythagoras, and Plato. IMany of vhe philcsophers in

the second century held to eclectic systems based on combi-
natvions of the most important schools, Farrar characterizes
the philosophy of the vimes as "a ohaos of conflicting opin-
ion" (1), But although the forms of philcsophy were meany,
there was one feature common to Ghem all: pride in regard

to reason, Therefore Christianity, with its fundamental
veaching of the vicarious atonement, was "unto the Greeks
foolishness", To the philosopher, Chrigtianity was "nc':t a
problem o be investigated, but an extravaganee to be laughe.d
at" (2). Therefore the Christian: religion was treated with
gscorn and ridicule by the philosophers, -Iucia'n, one of them,
wrove his TRUE HISTORY which shows his opinion of the Bible,
This book contains vhe story of a group of adventurers om a
ship being swallowed by a sea monster == ship and all --

- and livinz inside the monster for several days, watching
the birds build nests in the trees which had sprung up in-
side the creature. The adventurers even met an old man who
had been living within the monster for twenty-seven yearsi
The obvious purpose of such stories is to parody the ﬁibli.—.
cal- narratives, Iucian as much as says: "Your story of Jo-=
nah ig guite entertaining; but I can do even better Than
that.® Thig ridioule of the philcosophers the Christians did

(1) LIVES OF THE FATHERS, p. 127
(2) David Smith in THE FYPOSITOR, 1900, p. 303




not attempt to answer; silence is the best antidote to such
attacks. However, the apclcgists did appeal to the philoc-
sophers on other grounds. The first apologies were ad-
dressed o the emperors as philosophers. Their argumenta-
vioﬁ stressed pointe on vhich they azreed with the philo-
sophers: pure moralivy, monovheism, hope of life beyond
death, and the dootrine ¢f the Logcs. Philosophy they re-
garded as correat ipsoi‘at'-aa it goes on these points; but
iv is incomplete revelation. In this way the Chrigtian apc~-
lozisus of the econd century defended their beliefs 'bafo:'r:e
the philosophers, :

The third schocl of thought which wes opposed to Chris-
tianity in the second century was The pagan religion of the
Roman empire. True, The invelleotuals and mleﬁ generally
did nov believe the superstitions which this religion thrust
upon them; but the plebs held to it aiite strongly. The
paganism of Rome was a mixture of polytheie;m and supersti-
vion. Demons, fauns, genii, manes, and lares shared honors
ag gods with the emperors and the deities of foreigm reli-
giong. Horality was of livtle concern to this paganism;
in fact, quite often lasciviousness wes an integral part of
its system. The chief duty upon vhich pagenism insisted
was the offering of sacrifices (1), The early Christian
apologists made no concessions to tﬁe pazanism of the day.
They denounced it _especia_lly for its immorality and poly-

theism.

(1) For a detailed account of Roman religion, of. Glover:
THE CONFLIOT OF RFLIGIOFS IN THF FARLY ROMAN FMPIRE,p. 1ff.



But vhe worst ememy of Chrisvianity in ivs youvh, and
the one wihlch made apolozetic Work necessary, was misunder-
svanding, The emperors were o6 busy tc zive their perscn-
al avtention U0 yhe persecutlons ol Christians, and found
1y ai1iticulc o zev corre:t informestion on vhat this reli~
gicn really was., Yhere were m2uny reascns why the heathen
misundersvcod the Chrisvian relizicn, They were so steeped
in idol-wiorsitip vhav 1% was hard fcr them v conceeive of
8 3od Who wag nov 2n 1dol (1). Then, too, since Christi-
anivy arose out of Palestine, it was rezarded as a form of
the desplsed Judaism; 1in faet, iv was considered a degraded
fecrm, ¥or 1vs leader had been oxruciiied. The langﬁage ot
vne Chrisvians waes misccnstrued. The coming destruction
of wne vworld by flame wes regerded as an incendiary plot.
Conversation ccncerning the "King" led U6 accusations of
gedaiticn, enphasized whexn the Christisns refused to worship
vhe emperor., Alsc the acts of the Christians in their sec-
ret meevings were misinverpreved., The azape was regarded
as a drunken orzy, uhe kiss of peace as an indiestion of
gsexuz l promisculiy, the Tucharisv as cannibalism. To cox=
rect These I=lse impressions, and To =show tne emperor --
who had power TO STop persecuticon == what Christianity in
reality was, scme ol the more prominent Christians wrote
the early apologies, Some o= these vere addressed to the
emperor, others t6 individuals or groups that misunderstocd

tihe Christvian relizion. =ut the apologists were nct ccn~

(1) Juvenal said of the Jew: "Nihil praeter nubes et caell
pumen adoras", SAT, xiv, 97; gucved by Farrsr, op. oit.,p,124




vent merely ©o refute false charges, They took the cffen-
gslve, and atvtempted TC show the heathen the proof which
They cculd ofie.r for their teliei, The chle? line o arzu-
mens 1n vhis respect was from propnecy. Althoagh the hee=
then were well acyuainted with ambigucus propheey throuzh
Thelr oracles, the; were nov famili=r with definite pro-
phecies TiatT were always fulfilled., This argumentation,
hovever, was weakencd because oi the general lack of ac-
quainvtance with the 0ld Testament amocnzg the heathen, An-
octher prcof of Christianity was thet from mirseles; but
vhis was used with reserve, since the charlatvans .amcnr. The
pazang also claimed miracles. There vias alsc the strong ar—
qument based on vhe repld spread of Chrisvianity. Finally,
vhe chasve lives o1 vhe Chrisvians presented socund Iounde-
vion for vrhe claims of c¢he apologists' relizionm,

.@ 4o notu voday have Tie vicrks ¢f all the apclogists
whic were acvive Ior the cause of Chricviarnity in the second
cenvury, rowvever, tirrouzh the writings of ovher :Eati;ere
1in the early C:urch we know which men rose to the defense
of Chrisvianivy, Both Fuseblius and Jerome have enumer—
aved the leaders in the early Church and their wrivings,
The list of apolowists (1) includes Tie names of Quadratus,
Aristvides, Agrippa Castor, Justin fartyr, Athenagoras, Thec-
philug, Apcllinaris, Melito of Sardis, Miltiades, TFermias,

Pagian, Hegesippus, Dionysius of Corinth, and the author of

(1) This list is taken from Farrar, LIVES OF THE FATHERS,
pp. 123%ff,




the Epistle tc Diognevus. Tertullian and Minucius Felix,
who besgan apclozetic work in the Iatin laneuaze, form a
bridge between vhe second and third cemcurles, Xor the
sake of complevteness we shall 2lso cmslder vhelr apologies.
We shall now proceed to a study of the lives and works
of the individual second=centvury apclogists whose writings

vie have today,
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CONCOTDIA SEMINARY

PRITZLAFF MEMORIAL LIBRARY

"
QUADRATUS

Vie Imow very liwvle aboutv the first Christisn apolo-

gist, ‘Yhe name "Quedravus" is a common ore, and therefcre

1t is doubviul whether Jerome (1) is correct in stating

that the apolozist was bishop at Athens, Our most definite

informatvicn comes from Fasebius (2):

"o him (Hadrien) Quadratus dediceted and
eddressed a discourse, which he hed com—
pcsed in defence cof our religion, because
certain wicked men were endeavouring %o
mclest our people., The treatise is stvill
to be found in the hands of very many of
the brevthren, ags indeed iv is in ours al-
$6, From it we may gather strikine proofs
of the author's understanding and ¢f his
a30stolic soundness in the faith, But he
himself reveals the early date at which
he lived in vhe follcwing account”,

LOUIS, MO.

ST.

Some medexn hisvorians doubt whether Fusehius is correct
in svavinz $hat vhe spology was presented to "adrian hecause
there 1s some evidence That .ntoninus Pius was ivs recipient,
Yowever, mcst of the evidence favors Fusebiue' accouns.

The AFOIOGY, which was writuen about 126, is now lost.

The only fragmentv which is extant is that guoted by Tuse-

bius as Foilows (3):

"Buv the works of ocur Savior were always
present (for they were genuine): namely,
those who were nealed, Tihcse wlho rose
from The dead; wio were not only seen in
the act of being healed or raised, but
were alsc always present; and not merely
when the Savior was in earth, but afver
¥is departure as well, they lived for a
considerable time; insomuch that some of
them survived even tc our own day".

(1) C£, Iemson: CEURCE OF THF FIRST THRTE CETTURIES, p. 27
(2) HIST., ECCLES. 4,%
(3) ibid. .



ARISTIDES

Uncil the nineveenth centvury we Imew very little abous
This apclozistv. KHe lived av the time of Ynadratus, for Tu-
sebiusg imparts this information: "And Arigtides tco, a faith-
ful follower of ocur religion, has left behind him an apclogy
vinlich, like quadratus, he dedicated %o Fadrian on behz1lf of
the Taitvh, And his bock also is toc thiz dey preserved in thc
hands of very many". (1). Jerome refers tc Aristides as "philc -
sophus e loguentizgimus" (2), and tells us that while a Chrig-
vien he wore ke philosopher's garb, Various theologianms up
v1ll the ninvh cenvury referrcd vo this apclogy (3), and then
1t aisappeared Ircm history. Icwever, in 1€8Y J, Rendel Har—
rig of Csmbridge found a Syriac version of Arisvides' APOIOTY
in vhe licnasvery of Su, Catherine on Ms, Sinai (4)., ¥e trans-
lated vnlg 1nvc Inalish, sna vhen 1v was disecovered thatv a
Greek version was incorpocrated in tvhe early Christian romsnce
PHE LIFE OF BARLAAIT AYD JOSAPHAT (5).

The APOIOZY addresses Hadrian as a philosopher rather
then as kinzg, It was presenved at the seme time as that of
wadratus, The purpcse of these two works vas to have the
eapercor investigate Chrisvianity rather than re:f;ard it ec ip-
80 a8 a corime. Therefore Aristides does nct use doctrinsl
grguments, puv delends Chrisvianity by its good resulvs. He

begins -b;. elaborating upon the nature of God, thav He is eter—

EIST, MOCL, 4,3

DE VIR, IIL, 20; cited in Cath, Ineycl. s.V.
Cath, Fnoycl, s.v. "Aristides"

Wolff in HARVARD THFOIOGICAL REVIEW, 1957, p.237
ibid,

e o, oy sy o
(3
N Qs s Nt g



nal end perfecv(l); here he has commcn ground with the phi=
loscpher. He continues by enumerating the four races of men:
Barbariang, Greeks, Jewg, ant Chrisvians, Then he surmarizes
The Gcgpel tc explain vhe cxriain of Christianity; tThe reader
is referred w0 a writtem GJospel for a fuller sccocunt (2), The
greater part O0f hie APOTOTY is composed of avtacks upon false
relizicns, The Barbarians are sttacked for worshiping creas-
vures (tle elemenvs, the sun, men) instead of the Creator(3).
He censures the Greeks vho worship immoral and ridiculous
ocds. (4). He assails the Egyptien superstitions, especially
gnimal=vicrship (b), He avtacks the ceremonialism of the Jews,
yev gives Them coreditv for worshiping the vrue S0d (6). The
last three chapters describe the moral life of the Christians
by explaining vhe Ten Commandments and the prayers of the
Christinns, and re.erring 6 vhe Judesment which they must
ace (7).

JUSTIE MARTYR

Justin Martyr is the greavest of the early Christian
apolcaists. -Since more of his wrivings have been preserved
t0 us vhan from trne ovher second=—century apolozists, we have
a more exvensive knocwledge of his life, Ifost of our infor-

maticn eomes Throuch autobiographical references in his works.

(1) APOLOGY, ch. l; division follows Carrington
(2) ibid, 2

(3) ibia, 3=%7

(¢) ibia, 8=11

(6) ibid.1z2-13

(6) ibrd,1le

(7) ibid, 15=17
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Justin vells us that he was born at Flavia Neapolis, in
Semaria (1), This is a city near Schechem, now known as Fa-
blous. Xis parents were Greek colonists in this city, We
¥now the nemes of hig father and grandfather, vhich were re=
specvively Prisous and Bacchus. Justin had an ardent thirst
for knowledge, and was especially attracted bty philosophy.
Therefore he attached himself w a member of the school of
Zeno the Stoiec, However, he soom withdrew from tvthis group
becsuse it did noi offer encugh knowledge of 7cd. Then he
wished wo join 13119 Peripatevics; but wvhen he disccvered that
they charged a fee for learning, he hecame disgustved with
then, Next he became acquainted with a follower of Pythago-
"ras, wiko impressed him very highly; but this philcgopher de-
manded of hig pupils an extensive knowledge of music, astro=
nomy, and geomesry. lacking this background, Justin was re-
guired %0 forego instruction in this sechoocl. The effect of
this vain search now began U0 dishearten Justin, He was on
the verze of relinguishing his interest in philcsophy vhen
he becane acguainted with a Platonist, The stress which this
gschool laid on idea appealed to0 Justin, Fe decided to retire
T0o a aeclut.ied Spot near the sea, there 10 contemplate, and per-
haps 50 rise tC a vision ot the Divinity. On the way to the
sea he mev an 0ld man, 2 Christian, who exposed the absurd
pretvensions of the philosophers. This men directed Justin toO
study the Hebrew prophets, and then went away, :

Having previously admired the courage of the Christisns

(1) Where nov otherwise indicated, biographical data is taken
from the DIALOGUR WITH TXYPHO
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in the face of death, and believing them inncocent of the meny
charges raised against them, Justin now decided To study the
books of the Christiems, This led him to the convietvion that
the Chrlstiens had the ,ua'v-yv ¢:)o¢a¢t’oﬂl o’(d‘f‘odo'j TE
Kl a‘zf/lgﬁopov « He now became active in the cause of Chris-
tlanivy, vhough continuing to wear the coarse pnilosopher's
garb vhroughous his life (1), HMost of his later years were
gpenty in Zome, alithouzh Fusebius places the scene of his DIA=
LOGUE in Iphesus (2), He suifered mertyrdom in Rome, proba=-
bly ca, 1l6b A,D., as a result of his opposition to the phi-
losopher Crescens, vho was urging the empercr to furiher per-
secuv ion ol the Christvians, The prefect who condemned him
was fusvicus; HMarcus Antoninug was empercr at the time (5)..
Many writings lmve been attributed to Justin, but most
ol these are regarded uy vhe ablest critics as not authentlo
(4¢). 3enerally accepted works include: FIRST APOIOGY, DIA-
I07UE WITH TRYPHO, SECOID APOLO®, and two lost morks ==
one againgy all heresies and the ctvher against Marcion, Jus=
tin's style is vigorous, none toc orderly, and lacks exact—
ness as T devail, He is av times a victim of false exegesis
(o), and sometimes uses the allegéri_cal metvhod of interpre-

tation (6). Hevéruhelesa he is one of vhe boldest confessors

) Eusebius: FHIST, ZCCL, 4,11

) ibid, ch. 18

) ibia, ch, 16; also ACTS OF TFF MARTYRTOM OF JUSTIN

) Xaye: THEZ FIRST APOLOSY OF JUSTIN MARTYR, p.S

E. 8., tThe origin of demons from angels and wamen, based
n false exegesis of Gem. 6,2

6) E.3., he makes almost every stick in the 0ld Testament
symbolical 01 the cross



of Christ, defending Chrigtisnity in the face of certain
deat b, .

The FIRST APOLOYF was probably written abouts 139 A,D,

Iy is addressed tc Anvoninug Pius am his son Veronicus, and
o Iucius Verus “= all of them philosophers. Justin teging by
svaving that vhe Chrisvlans do not deserve persecut icm; their
persecution, like that O0I Uhe philloscphers, ie oF The devil.
the Christians are not atheisvs; Ttvhey worsnip Sod instead of
devils (idols). ''he Christians are nov evildoers; 1like Pla-
G0, wmey expecv & judsment., The Chrisvians are not revolu-
Ticunisve; <whe Kinsdom which they awaiv is not of thisg wmorld,
They mucztc be good clvlizens; Ifor they believe that Sod sees
all (1),

The nexu sectlon containg a deseription and justvifieation
cf the Chri:zvien relizicn, The teachings cof Jesus are sum-'-
marized on uh¢ basis of Tir Gospel acccrd mg TS S, Metthew;
and i1he boaily nature of the resurrecvion is explained (2).

Chriscianlvy is compsred with paganism, The beliefs of
the pagans are much more fsnuasvic vhan thosze ¢X the Chris-
vians; yeT pazans &¥e 10T punisihed, The pazans are sruly
immoral, more s6 than vhe Christians are accused of beinz (3).

The long section vihiich Tollows this contains a devailed
prcoi oi Christlanivy. Justin argues from the prophecies of

Christ's birvi, suffering, death, and resurrection (4).

(1) FIRST APOIOSY
(2) ibid. 16=26
(3) ibid., 2757
(4) 1ibid, B8-78



The final chapters speak of i re Church snd Chrisvian
life, giving a more deteiled sccocunt of this than do the other
apolozisve, Baptiem is tri-ivarien, a confession is used;
the sacrament regeneraves and Io rgives sin, The Fucharist
is celebrated witvh bread, wine, and water. Followinz a lonwm
brayer Tie sacrament is disvribuved, and the deacons take it
U0 viicse vwho are absent, "“This food is turned intoc the nour—
ighment axt wubsvance of cur flesh ami bloed, and is in some

sense tie flesh and bloca of the incarnate Jesus " (1).

The DIAICGUT WITH TRYPEO was written afver the FIRST AP~
CLCH, bw Jjus¢ wi.cnm we dc ncv know; bprdably ca., 146 A, D,
It 1s nov cexrtein vhevher vhe dieslogue reslly vook place, or
whevher this is Jusu the style of presentaticn (2). Te are
inclined vo vhink that it was notv c~nagtual cccurrence, gince
16 18 r2xd vo conceive of a Jew as humble as Trypho, amd vho
would accept some of the Ialse Hebrew exegeslis which Justin
cifers, The vork is presemved as 2 dilalogue of two deyrs;
therefore the argumenis ol vhe first day are summed up 8t The
bezinning of vhe geccnd day., The last part of vthe first day's
discussicn and the Tirst part or vhe scoond day's are loet,.
Following is aswmmary of tThe contents of this dislomue:

J& tin tells how he was converted to Christianity, and
urges Trypho To embrace iv, Trypho replies that Christianity
15 a false religion, that the only tTrue religion is the Jeu~

ish, Justin answers tvihat vhe ceremonies of the Jews were

(1) FIRST APOIOGY, 78~end
(2) For asnalogies of the latter compare the dialowues of FPlato,
Clcexro, Bishop Berkley, et al,
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given Ior only a short time; otvherwise it was inconsistent
for God not to give them before Sinai. To an arsgument of
Irypho that tvhe prophecies indicate a glorious Savior, Justin
ansvers that the Old Testament speaks of two advents of Chrisgt,
one in humiliatvion and the other in glory; he guotes passages
%0 prove this point., Then he explains that the ceremonies of
The 0ld Testament were allusions to various phases ¢f Tew.Teg~
vamentv hisvory. He goes on To show that the 014 Testament
prophecies were fulfilled in Christ, whom Trypho considers a
mere man, Trypho objeots that Flias was first to come; Jus-
tin says thav John the ﬁaptist was he., Further, no prophet
has arisen simoce John the Baptist; and the Jews have losg%t
thelr indepcendence; hence the prophecies must have been ful-
filled by now., Trypho says that Jesus might be all right for
the Gentiles, but the Jews were to have ocnly the Creator as
God. Justin guotes psalms vo show thav those Jews who were
saved believed on Christ., Trypho questions the statement thaf
Jesus is God, because of the passages which speak of God as
one; Jusicin explains vhat thig is a dootrine Qbove reason,
Justin now resvurns To prophecy, Tvo show that the lMessiah should
be born of a virgin, Trypho compares this To heathen fables
on the origin of certain gods. Justin gquotes from vhe 0ld
Tescament O show thatv the Messiah should be virgin-born, and
charges the Jews With omitting some prophecies in the L

He alsoc mentions the miracles of Jesus as proof of His deity.
Trypho inguires whether Justin holds to the restoration of
Jerusalem because he believes it, or merely to coneciliate the

Jews., Justin replies that not all the Christians hold this
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teaching, buy he does so on the bagis of Igaiah and the Apo-
calypse. Trypho admits that Jesus fits the prcphecies, but
he cannot harmonize the Messish with the accursed death of
crucifixiocn, Jua'l:in-answers that in thig cagse it was not
accursed, because Christ was immocent; he quotes passages
referring tc the lessiah's death by orucifixion. Then he
speaks of the conversion of the Gentiles, that they fulfill the
gpiritual meaning of the Iaw and are the true children of Ab-
raham, He concludes by dencuncing the Jews for their refusal
¢ accept the lMegsiah after God has sc richly blessed their
race; the destruction of Jerusalem had been sent as a punish-
ment¢ ITor tvhis, since they were notv at the time guilty of the
idolavyy for which God in past times had delivered them into
the hands of enemies, Therefore the Jews should repent and

embrace Christianivy.

The SECOFD APOIO® is shorter, less formal, but mcre vi-
gorous than the firsv., It was written shortuly before Justin's
death, and is usually dated about 164. The contents are as
follows (1):

Urbicus the praetor had condemmed several Christians to
death simply because they were Christians; Justin was writ-
ing as a provest %O this aetion. Further, the Cynic philo-
sopher Crescens had slendered Ghe Chrigtians; Justin wisghed
to refute his charges (2).

The punishment of Christians is the work of demons, who

(1) Division follows Carrington
(2) SECOED APOLOGY, 1-3



were born of illegitimate interccurse between angels and The
dauzghvers of men, Since God has pover over these demons,
they inclive vthe world tc persecuve God's people, just as they
caused Heraclivus =nd other philosophers to be perseoutéd (L)e
The Chrisvians, like Socrates, are inncoent, This is
proved by the fact that tity face death calmly, when it brings
them before a fod Who punishes vice (2).
In the lass wvo chapters Justin addresses himself to the
Romans, and asks then o make his book public,  tIus spreading

vhe vruvh abcus Chrisvianity (3).
ATHENA GORAS

For some unknown reason both Fusebius and Jerome fail
10 mention Athenagorss; therefore we Imow very little con—
cerning hig life, He tell: us that he was an Atheﬂian phil=
osophrr; his writings show that he was mare cultured and phi=
losophical vhsn Justin. He ascribes his conversion twc the
resding of t e 014 Testament. Philip Sidetes (4) says that
é.'ahenag;-oras wag converved while studying cthe Bible in order
GO refu'ce iv; Dbuv vhis source is known to be unrelisble
in telling us <what the apclogiz=v became a cavtechete in Alex~
andria, and vhat Clement was his pupil. The vime atv which
his APOTOYY was writven is uncertein, It is addressed 1o

AU TokphTopaiv Maph Avpydiew Aviwvive ki Novilw

(1) smcoED APOIOGY, 4-8

(2) ibvid, 9-13

(%) ibid, 14~15 :

(4) Oited in Svolle: IEBEN, SOHRIFIEN, UED LEHREE DFR EKIRCHTT-
VAETTR, p.76
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.Azqu)'uJ Aﬁwq%laﬂ&db :4;74evw¢%mus S KPMATLKOIS ™ dé
/"‘V'N-TJV ¢u\aa‘0¢alé‘ The oxritvie 0%%o (1) brings evi-
dence tc show tihav vhese emperors sre Margus Aurelius Anton-
inug and his scn Iucius Aelius Aurelius Commodus, thus put-
ting the date of the writing at aboutv 177 A.D, This seems
0 be the preferred date.

Besides the APCIOGY, a treatise vhich Athenagoras wrote
on the resurreecticon is extants,

The AFPQLOSY, treating the emperors as philosophers, com-
plaing that the Christians are unjustvly persecuted ¢n the char-
ges 0f otheism, Thyestean feasts, ard Oedipcdean interecurse
(2). "Then Athenazoras proceeds G refuve'the charze of athe=
ism by siowing that Christvians, like Furipides, Platc, and
Arisvovle, believe in cne Jod. Here he explaing that toe Chri-
sticne do not offer sacrifices because their whole life is
their sacriiice; That they do nct worship idcls besc=zuse
idcls and vhe empercr are cnly ereatures of TJod. (4). Xe con-
t1nues by showing tvhat the he.at.-*.en gods are created by The
mind of man, and have human vices; it is not atheism to re-
fuse tc worship such (5). He concludes by showing that the

charges ¢f immoralitcy 28zaingt the Christians must be untrue

(l) J. 0tto: "De Imscriptione et Aetate Apologiae Avhenagzor—-

icee", in- ZEITSCHRIFT FUER DIE HISTORISCHE THTOTOS 1T, v.26
657f:l'.'

?2) APOIOGY, 1-53; division follows Carringtm

(3) ibid., 4-12

(4) ibid, 13-16

(6) ibid, 17-80




because of tihe Teachings of the Christians that they. will be
Judged, tnatv even evil thousghis are sin, and thet their bo-

dies are tc be resurrecved (1),
THEQPHILUS

We now come tc ‘'hecphilus, dlstinsuished a\s the father
cf t e science of Biblicecal chronclozy. He tells us that he
was borm a pagan, and was converted by readinns I—Ioly. Serip-
tures. Fuscbius tells that he wns bishop of Anticch after
16¢ 4.D, Concerning his works Tusebius saye (2):

"But ¢f Thecphilus, wic, as we have
shotm, wazs bichop of The ¢hureh of the An-
tiochenes, the three elementvary. treatises
Tc Autcelyous.are extani: as. ig alsc an-
other, with the tivle :gainst the heresy
of Hermcgenes, 1n vhich he has made use
0i Gezvimonies drawn fraon.the Apcealypse
of Jchn, And certain, cetecihetical books
of his are exvant as well,

"Buyv since tvhe herevies, in no less
dezree a8t that time sleo, were spciling
like vares vtie pure seed of the apostolic
teaching, the pastors oI vie churches

; everywhere, as il the; were scaring wild
beasvs away Trom t e sheep of Christ, en-
deavoured o ward Tr<m off: at cne time
by warning and céungel (0 the brevhren;
by snocther, deliverinz a more open 2ttack
upcn them in cral discussicns and refuta=-
vions in prrson; cor Fet sgain, by means
oI written memoirs ccmplevely refuting
Ttheir opinions wivh the mcst rizcrous
proofs, .

"In fact, that Theophilus alonz vith

the others entered U he field agaimT them

18 evident from a certain bcok o uncom~

mon meriv which he ccmposed against Mar=
cion; vhich book has ivself been preser-
ved even to this day along with the oThers
of which we have gpoken",

(1) APOTO%Y, %1-36
(2) HIST. FCCL, 4, 24




Besides these works Jerome ascribes to him commentaries
on the Gospels and Proverbs: "Iegli sub nomine ejus in Evan-
gelium et in Froverbia Salomonis Commentarios, gui mihi cum
superiorum vcocluminum elegantvia et phrasi non videntur con-
gruere” (1); tlms Jerome doubts whether he really wrote
these books., Today, however, cnly the three bcok TO AUTO-
IYCUS are extant. Thesé seem GO have originated out cf anm
oral discussion on Christianity with this heathen friend when
he made disparaging remarks concerning tvhe christian religion.
The style of Theophilus is the most elezant cf the early apo-
logists., The work is also distvinguished in being the first
t0 use vhe vord :rués of God == the trinisy being composed of
God, vhe ILogos, and VWisdom. ;

The firstv book of TO AUTOLYCUS deals with First Prin-
ciples, God is periect, eternal, invisible, beyond the power
of words vo describe. Lian has 2 limited Ikmowledge of Eim
from nature, but will have full knowledge when he puts on im-
mcertality. Christianity is no more unreasonable than idol-
worghip, Belief in vthe resurrection is in accordance with
what we observe in the course of nature.

The second book desls with the Origin of the Yorld,
First Theophilus satirizes the ideas of heathen philosophers,
especially vhe belief that matiter is eternal. Then he sum-
marizes the Christian view of oreation, recounting the firsst °
ten chapters of Gemesis in deftail. This, he says, we know -

from the inspired Voxd.

(1) cived in Svolle: LFBEF, SCHRIFTHEN, UND LEHREN DER KIRCHEN
VAETER, p. 76
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The vhird btook containg a Convrast of Sreek and Heb-
rew Literature, Oreek writers arc unrcliable becsuse they
are late, and are ofvten sgeli-convtradictory. Hebrew litver—
ature is reliasble becosuse iv is ancienv and inspired. Feb=
rew litersture inculcates virtues; Greek litersture extols
viges,

TATIAN

Tatian was borun in the "land oi the Assyrians", as he
tells ug (1), Being a "barbarian" by birth; he did nov have
the reverence Ior Greck thou=ht which characterized his pre-
decessors; hormee he dces not hesitate to satirize the cul- .
sture ci vihe Greeks, TFpiphanias says he was a native of Mes-
cpotamia (2), At first he was a ztudent of heathen liter—
avure, and deveted himeelf to philosophy., He found no satis=
faction in thig, and was especially diggusted with the heathen
relizicn, AV this time he read t!ep 0ld Teztamentv, and was
atvracied by iuvs code of morelity. Le vUraveled ab v much,
and in lome oame 1nTC contact with Justin, As long as he
renained under v he influnence of this oreat apolcgist he was
orthodox; butv after Justin's martyrd an he embrsced fSnoctic
heresy, 2nd Zounded-sn ascevic secv called "moratites" (3 ).
Ee wrote numerous otvher books, among them a DIATESSAROE;

this and his apoloay M0 TEE GREIKS, written sbout 160, are

(1) VThexe no% O‘l:he:miée indiceved, biographical data is taken
from T0 THE SREEKS

(2) BEAFR, xlvi; cited in AETI~NICEFE FATHERS

(3) Fusebius: HIST, FCCL 4, Z9
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his only extant works,

The contents oi TO THT GR7FKS may be surmerized as fol-
lows (1): l

You Greexs have no reason uc be SO proud. All of your
culture you learned from the berberisns. Your philosophers
are examples of vice and monuments of ridicule. Your aods
"sln like men, Then wiy dc you persecute us who worskip the
invisible Creavor? (2),

The spirit in us is immorval and is responsible for sin;
1T v1ll be punished fcr sin., It is superiocr tc matter;
but viiile dwelling in matver it must be unitved with Sed, If
i is, wie will nov be harmed by the demons (3), .

The heathen gods are ridiculous, and the Greek religious
rites are foolish, Gladiatorial games are demoralizing, The
pitiloscoplers are ridiculcus, their learning is pride., Ad=-
herents toc such foibles have nc risht to condemn the opinicns
of Christvians (4), |

I know vhat I am spesking cf; for I was before a hea-
tnen, and 3:::-1.3 converved o Christianity by readinx the pro-
phets, Christvianity is more ancient than Greek paganism,
and iv is Tiv Zor the poor and uneducatved as well as for the
philosopner (5).

The last seotion is devoted To & comparative chrcnclogy

of Greek and Hebrew history (6).

{1) Division follows Carrington
2) T0 TRE GRWTTKS, 1-10

(3) ibid. 11=20

(4) ivid., 21-28

fs; icid, 29-46

6

ibid, 4%=B60
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FPISTLE TO DIOGERTUS

This is ancther apologetic work concerning the writing
of vhich we know very little, Xone of the ancient or medi-
eval writers refer tc iv; ard only one manuscript has come
dovmn VG recent Times, This manuseript wnes burned ir the
librery of Strassburg during the Froncoc-Prussian Var, after
twe copies of it had been made (1), All that we know con=
cerning tne aWvior must come from: internal evidence.

Until recent iy the wcrk wes ageribed t Justin, and
plzced wmong his works, . However, modern critvies are agreed
thov 1t 18 nov the product of This martyr because cof its Gif=-
ference in style and because Tusebius does not mentvion it in
hig list of Justin's works, The epistlie is probably early,
frcm abous lb0; this is deduced from tie faet that it was
pleced amcng eariy writings, &and that 1tV contvains no refer-
ences O Tie heresies sc abundant after the second cenvury,
Modern crivics believe that The last two chapters dc not he-
long vo vhe episvle, since they are of an altcgether difler—
€nvy S'c-yle. he wriver of the last section speaks of himself
as dmocryidwy paw'ﬂev'as MO THS: which, however, could
be epplied w Chrisvians voday also. YThere may Le scme Truth
%0 the cpinion vhatv Diognevus wss The tutor of Marcus Aure=
lius ().

This work is a gem amc.mg the early apoclogies, It is

zimple in doctrine, noble in stvyle and argumentat ion, The

(1) Lisntfoot: APOSTOLIC FATFERS, p.487
(2) ibid.
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contente may be summarized s follovs (1):

The levter ies addressed to an ofticial of hizh étanﬁ-
ing who desires inzormavion on Christianity (2). The author
satirizes vhe idol-worship cf paganism. Te commends the Jevw—
ish bel;lc-i’ in God, but condemns their ceremonialism (%), The
nexv section contains a desoription of Christianity. Chris-
vions live in the world, but are not of the world. They face
death without fear through the power oi Tod, hc outs of love
sent His Son into the world ©o take awey the world's sin (4),
The last two chapiers, =zcnerally r'eqarded as a later addision,
convain a sarmary of apostolic Teaching and practice. They
couclude wivh a homily showing that salvation is found in the

Church,
ITINUCIUS FELIX

There is much doubt concering the date of the apoloxy
Wrivten by Minucius Felix. It has been placed almcst every-
where between lo0 and U0 A, D. The difficulty is caused by -
vhe similaritvy bevween parts of this work and vhe APOILOTY of
Tertullian.,” [lodern oritics as well ag the early ecclesiasti-
cal wrivers disagree as %0 vhich of these apclogists was first,
and which copied. The vheory has been advanced, but is now
generally _disoarded, that both guoted from a ccmmon lost source,
For the sake of completeness we include this work here, re-

gardless of ivs date. e ma; assume that it was written

Chapter 1



towaxrd the end oI the second century,

I1tcle is kmown abous the perscnal life of Minucius,
Iv 18 asvumed ithat he was born in.Forth Africa; £or this
section wa-s the earliest Lleader in Iatin Christianity, and
lMinucius nakes allusions to African customs and beliefs (1),
He tells us that he was originally.a heathen, later was con-
verved to¢ Christvienivy (2). Iactantius (3) mentions that
he was a famous jJurisconsult; Jero;ne says he practiced at
Rome (4).

“he name of his apolozy is OCTAVIUS. It is a dialogue
gimilar vo vhe DIAIOSUT oif Justin; the setting is at Ostia.

As with Justin's work, we do not kncw whether this dialcgue
actually vook place. Iowever, the characters menticned in

11, are real; Tthelr names  have been found on inscripvionms,
The name .of Minucius Felix was found at Tebessa and Carthage;
That of COcvavius Januarius at Saldae; That of M, Caecilius

Tatalis av Cirva (b). The book received its title in memory

" of Octavius, It ig wrivten in the pure Iatin prose of the

Golden Age., Only one manuscript has come _dcvm %0 the present
day; 1iv was fomerly listed as the eighth book of Armobius.
The critic Hadrianus Junius first discovered the true author
of this work; in 1560 Franciscus Balduinus made this disco-

very public (6).

(1) oCTAVIUS, 9

(2) ibid., 1 and 5 :

(3) 5,1; cited in Stolle: LFBEN, SCHRIFTEN, UFD LFHREE DER
KIRCHFNVAETER, p. 125

() DE VIR, ILL. 58; cived in AFTE-TICEFT FATHFRS, IV, p.16°
(5) CATHOLIC FNCYCLOPFDIA s. v. "Minucius"

(6) Stolle, op. ¢iv. p. 12b
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The following division oif OCTAVIUS follows Carringgon:

The three friends Ocvavius, Caecilius, and Ninucius are
walking by the seashore, Caeclilius kisses his hend ic an
image ol Serapis. This af.ords the occasion for a religious
debate between him and Octavius; Minucius acts as arbitver (1),

Caecilius upholds paganism against Chrisvianitvy. The
vorld is s;ovérned by fatve, as paganilan recognizes, The Ro-
mens n2ve met with success by folloving their religion, Chris-
tiamisy, on the ovher hand, is ridiculous. An cmnipresent Zod
is a spy; the destruction ci’ v he world and bodily resurreation
are impossible, God does not care for the Chrisiisns, as is
evident from their poversy (2).

Octevius replies that the poverty of a man dces not dis-
prove uhe truth of that man's arsument. He proceeds with
vroof from design thaty there is a Creatvor; philosophers have
recognized vhis. We should worship vhe Creator rather Than
human gods. The success of the Roman BEnpire was dus to ivs
violence and crime, notc tc the favor of ivs gods. Octavius
then refuves vhe slanderous charges against the Chrisvians. (3).

The next secvlicn contains a vindication of christianity..
God has no temples because Fe is Too great; Fe dwells in
our nearts, He is able To provect His people, as He did the
Jews so long as the; were falthiful toc Him. The destruction
of the world am bodily resurrectliocn are possible frcm a phi=-

losophic vieypoint. Christian morals are superior to those

—

(1) Chapters l-4
(2) 5=13
(3) l4-21
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of pagans, Fate is God, Christvian childrem have the couragze
of men in tche face ci death, Christians stay away from sac-
rifices lesy any one should think that they worship aevils
(idols) 61).

Caecilius declares himself conguered, and asks that Oc-

vavius instruetv him in the Chrisvian religion (2).
TETRTULLIAN

wuincus Septinius Florens Tertullianmus hss been called
vhe "father of Iatin Christisnivy ". He was born in Carthage,
the son of a cenvurion (3), probably about 160 A,D, His hea-
then parents seem U c have possessed suflficient wealth to gzive
their son a liberal eduention. He shows great familiarity
wilch heatien poevry and mychology; he also was acquainted
wvitvh philosophy, alvhough he hearvily despised iv, Fe was
eble vc wrive in Greek (4), althousgh his Greek works were
soon lost, ZEusebius tells us that he was well versed in Ro-
man law. (5).

Carthage was a corrupt city; and in his younger days
Tertullian was a delignted spectator at the indecent theatres,
(6). Iater he called them "bloody and laseivious foment-

ers of orime snd lustv" (7), and deeply regretted his for—

OCTAVIUS, 32=38

ibid., %9=42 -

Jerome: DEYIR., ILL,, 63; oiied in Iamson: TEF CHURCE
THR FIRST THRFE CENTURIES, p.128

Ol BAPTISHM, 16

HIST, ECCL, 2,8

TO THE FATIOES, 1,10

OF THF SEOVS, 17

PN g, S oy gy,
SO OGN
I ar o
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mer incerest in them (1), The date of his conversion is un-
certain; pernaps iv ocourred ca, 192, He has nct t0ld us
what led v his conversion, Farrar (2) thinke a deeply
viounded conscience plus the impression made Ly the constan-
ey of Christvian msrtyrs led him to embrace Christvienity.

Tervullian ig a most prolifie writér; the ARTI~NICETR
FATHETRS lists over thirty of his viorks. Most of these are
controversial; his legal traininz made him a great contro-
versialist, merciless in attvack, KHe does nct so0 much seem
ccncerned t6 win others over t¢ his side as to win fhe de=
bate, He ofven contradicts himself w gain immediate vie-
Tory in argumens. Farrar psys him this tribute: "He wields
his impevuous rhevoric like a club of Feroules, and at the
same time u=es his loxgic snd sargcasm like sn envencmed ra=
pier (5), Because ot his prcfligate.ycumh, Tertullian's
wrivings have a "fire and brimstone™ Tenor, dwelling little
on the love oif God.

Little else is known of Tertullisn's life; He traveled
throuzh 3reece, and spent some Time also in Rome (4)., Ee was
married, for two cf his treatises are addressed 0 his wife;
vhe tone of these indicates theT his Turbulent soirit found
rest in a hgppy married life, Iater on he =dopted an asce-
tic ard anvi=Soriptural attitude toward matrimony. It is a

disputed gquestvion whether he ever was a priest; although

(1) ON REPEETANCE, 1

(2) LIVES OF TE®T FATHTRS, p. 166
(3) ibid. p. 160

(4) OF THT APPARFL OF WOMFE, 2,7,8
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Jerome calls him an elder, he speaks of himself as a lay-
man (1), In his later years Tertullian became a stvaunch
supporver of the Montanistic heresy, and many of ﬁis later
works are affected wiivh this érror. The date Gf hig death
is unknown,

Tertullien's works are divided into three classes: apo-
logetical, polenical, and ethical, We shall here concern
urgelves vith only the most important writing in the first
classzification, his APCIOSY, This was written in 198, and
was prompted by a severe wave of persecufion in Carthage
which made many marsyrs and filled vhe prisons with eh?is-
tians, Tertullian esrgues that the persecution of the Chris-
tians is the persecution of truth by ignorance., The judges
condemn Christians because they are sfraid of the mob. The
Christians are guilty of no erimes, but are persecuted because
of their name., If the law permits this, the law should be
amended (2).

In the nexv chapter Tertullisn makes The doubtful state-
ment that the best emperors have protected Chrisvianity, Ti-
berius wished to make Christ a Roman delity; IMarcus Aurelius,
T'rajan, Hadrian, Vespaaihn, and Antoninus Pius were favor-
eble to Christidnity. (This certainly wae not true about
Marcus Aurelius), -

The apology'goes on %0 show that pazanism hag degenerate

practices comnected with iv; yet the Christians are acoused

(1) OF EXHORPATION TO CHASTITY, ¥7; OF MOROGAMY, 12
(2) APOIOGY, 1-4; division follows . Carrington
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of impossible erimes (1).

The next secticn containg a condemmation of heathemism.

You heathen are suilty of the practices of which you aaccuse
Christians. You sacrifice childrem toc Saturn, or expose
them, you hold murderous gladiatorial games, you have im-.
moral tragedies. Your gods are nct even as moral as are the
philosophers, You insult them by sacrificing the worthless
parts of animels to them (2),

Christians believe in one God, the Creator. He is re-
vealed %0 us by the prophets, whose witness is substantiated
by the fulfillment of their prophecies. The ord of %od be-
came incarnatve in Jesus Christ, Who wrought miracles to at-
test His deivy (3). . |

Pagenism, on the ovher hand, 1s inspired by the devil,

Devils are fallen angels. They are responsible i’of the mi-
racles of paganism; they are the gods of the pagans; they are
the cause of the persecution of Christians (4).

The Christians are not enemies of the state. They are
loyal vo the emperor; yet they will worship onlr the true
God. They pray for the empire (5).

Tle Christians are a corpcraticn of men bound vogether

%0 pray; we meet GO read Soriptures and to improve our lives.
Evils are a warning to us, punishment %0 you. You condemn
us vithout cause; you do not treav the philcosophers thus,
Yet we rejoice in martyrdom; the blood of the martyrs is
the geed of the Chuxrch (6).

(1) APOLOGY, 6=9 (4) ibid. 22-27
sa) ibid. 9-16 (5) ibid, 28-%8
3

) ibid, 17-21 (6) ibid, 39-50
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Did the l2bor of the early apolozists serve ite pur-
poge? Of whai value was it to the Church of ti2t age? What

is its value for us voday?

One of the purposes of these writ ings was to inform the emr

peror ccncerning Christianity, and thus to cause a cessa-
%ion of persecution. In this respect the apologists were not
very successiul, It is true, the percecution under Fadrian
seeme o have become less severe after he had recelved the
apologies of wuadratus and Arigtides; but this leniency con-
sisted on'y in an order thet the case must be investigated
before a Christian should be put tc death., Outside of this
we find nc traces of emperozs being influenced by the apc-
logisgis, In fact, thelr work sometimes had the opposite ef-
¥feet and incengsed wme emperor. Justin could have escaped
marcyrdem if e had kept silent; " but when he protested a=-
gainst the executicn of cther Christians, he toc was tried
and ccndemned,
Hevertneless there were immedisve ceneficial results of

Tthe early apclogies. 'Y[he chief purpose vhich they served
was to xive The heatiien a true picture oi Christianity. The
Chrisvian religion was sc misrepresented tc the world at
large that 8n outsider could learnm livtle abcut it. The
meetings were necessarlly seorev; therefore strangers could
not attend services to beccme informed comcerning Christi-
anisy. Here the apolozies wmere oi great value., They were
public documerts; the people who read them learncd that
Christisnity wss nov a sysvem imposing cannibalism and im-

moral love feasts upon its adherents. Rather, it was a re-
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ligion that prepared one for tvhe other world, teaching a
pure code of morality during the sojourn upon earth, The
rapid spread of Christisnity during the first few centuries
afver Christ was of course due t¢c the power of God, Put God
works Throush means; and one of the chief means of leading
pagans T06 vhe Truth was the testimony cf these early cham-
pions of Christianity. Their writings and the chaste lives
of the early Christians were two factors vhich drew many to
a study of the truth,

Ancther benefit of the apologies was that they confirmed
in their faith the early Christians, who at that time had to
suffer many hardships for Christ's sake., Fusebius tells us
that Theophilus and other apologistvs wrote against heretics,
"completely refuting their opinioms with the most rigéroua
procofs." He remarks that this was done for the purpose of
keeping the Christians from falling vietim to these exrrors.
The apologies vhich we have reviewed took this same atti-
tide toward the paganism of the day. It is easy To under-
svand thac, if a weak Christian would read such an apology,
he would become strengthened in the opinion that Chrigtianity
vas the true religion, rather than Roman paganism. This
fortitude was especially necessary in a day in vhich death
faced The uon:f.;esaors of Christianity, vhile a mere denial of
their faivth world result in freedan, The fact that the apo-
logists themselves were willing to face death for what they
had written added t0 the effectiveness of thelr testimony.

These were the results which the apologists accomplished in
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their ﬁay. ow let us look at vtheir works from the view-
point of their value to us today.

The vritings of vhe apologists, as well ag those of the
other Church fathers, are useful in many branches of theoc~
logy. In tvhe field of Biblical Introduction they are studied
for vhe testimony vhich they offer in regard to the accep-
tance of nhe books of uhe.Eew Testament. In the History of
Interpretvaiion they afford examples of how the Christians of
that vime understood the Seriptures. Fspecially are the apo-
logzists important in the .fields of Church History and History
of Dogma, The explanatvions which they offered eoncerning the
worship and life of the Gime are source material for a study
of the early Church; for the secrecy of the meetings of the
Christians prevented other records from being kept on this
subject. The exposition of the dootrines which they wished
%o explain vo the heathen showed just what ther believed.

But what we wish tc consider here is the present~day value
" of the second-century apologists as apologists.

The early Christian Church, as we have seen, was opposed
by those who adhered only the the 0ld Testament, by the fol-
lowers of superstivious paganism, by the philosophers, and al-
-so4b§ the state; therefore the apologists took a definite stand
in regard 0 these agencies, Vhen we survey the world out-
gide the Christian Church today, we £ind tendencies that are
remarkably similar %0 those which existed in the second cen-
tury.

We 8till have with us those who claim only the 0ld Tes-

tament as their source of revelation. However, though at the
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present time vne Jews present a crivical procblem in govern—
ment, they affect the Christian Church very little, The
dealings thich we have with them in missionwork run 2long

the same lines 25 they did at the time of Justin; ocur task

ig tc skow them that the 0ld Testament is fulfilled in Christ.
But we have today another prcblem dealinz with the 0ld Tes-
tamenv; - that is the oroblem of meeting the arsuments of those’
vho wish t0 make of the 0ld Testement a humsn record of the
develcpmens of reli~ion among the Jews, By tlus undermining
vhe foundation or the Christian religicn the; seek tc make

of it a Imman document rather than a divine revelation.
Strietly sperkins, vheir attacks belong in the field of Bib-
lienl Intrcductiion; but inasmuch as these attacks affeot

the whele of Christianity, they also come within the sphere
of spolozevics. In cur defemse of the 0ld Testament we must
heve vhe ssme attitude toward its revelaticn that the early
apolozists had: that it is the Vord of %od virich focuses
upon the Savior Jesus Christ,

Bces aupersﬁ:i.ticus paganism exist today? Ve find traces
of it in the worship of the Roman Catholic Church, We find
remmanis of iv in the numercus groundless beliefs so preva-
lent in the world today--not, however, cormected with reli-
gion in the common mind. But in the mission fields of Africe
and India we find religious superstitions guite similar to
tho se prevalent in Rome in the éeeond century. To the Chris-
tian missionaries &t work among pecple of such a background

the early apolozists afiord a noble example. Like them the
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defenders of Chrisvianity today must unceasingly attack such
supersvivion, regardless of conseguences. They must show the
superior morality and doctrine of vhe Christian religion.
And from the results of the effoxrts of the sescnd-century
apologists, vhey may learn that tTheir labors will not be in
vain,

The early Christians had some points in common with 'l;he.
thinkers of vheir day; bDut where they disagreed with the
philosophers, they did not hesivate to attack, This is the
attisude of the Chrisvian toward The thought of voday alsc.
I vhink we can trace wc lines of thought to which this ap-
plies vthay are similar vo the avvitude of the philosophers
voward Chrigtianity in the second century. One of these is
that moralicy is sought from men's power, developed by edu-
cation, The Greek philosophers were very proud of their
learning and of vheir moralivy. They placed these in a caun=
sal relationship, end held That men should better themselves
by joining adhools of philosophy. Today we find the same
attitude in America. Ifuch stress is placed upcn education
in our counvry, in the hope of thereby producing better ci-
tizens. Ve agree as Christians that both education and mo=
rality are desirable; but we do not agree that education
alone can produce good character. Ve are happy to note that
in recent years a few of our educavors have begun to realisze
that education in itself does not improve morality; hence
the guite recent tendency of some psychologists to favor re-
ligion, and the desire to use Bibles in public schools and
to furnigh state aid to parochial schcols, Although we do
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nee spprove of all of these policies, we dc approve off the
prineiple thav Chyistvianisy 1s the soundest foundatvtion for a
pure gode ol moralivy; and, like vhe eerly apolozists, we
can aid t:ie cause oi’'Christilenity by opposin~: the false con=
cepuion uhay man can bevter his morals solely thicush edu-
cation,

the cther line oi vhought in which we persvially agree
withr che 1nuellegvuals or vcday, is prysic=l scierce., There
Ghiz 18 true science, demonstrable by experiment, we ~gree
tov2lly; Ior tie 3004 ol vhe Bible is slsc tie 7d of n=2ture.
3uv vne disagreement arises vhen these men, like the philo=
sophers o cld, %0 Toc far snd consider Chrisvisnity foolish-
ness, They do nct often, like Tucian, openly ridicule the
Bivie; Chirisvisnity has in the last ei=zhteen gemturies
proved 1us value vcc surongly vo i:e opposed vims, But never—
the less many of vhe lezxrned pecple of ocur counvry regard
L hemselves a8 TOG 1nvellixens or Christianity. This is
shcevm by the polls which indicate that many young Christians
lose vneir Taivh while svvending college. Instead of accept-
ing the %0d of vhe Bible, these people make mavver their zod.
The scienvific svudies of bicloxy, physiology, psycholory,
and oLhers OO oiven are permeatved with the Izlze veachinas
of evoluvionism. - Followed ihrouzh consistentl: , thece teach™
ings undermine Chrisvien faiuh, The =apolozist of today has
che duty of derendinz Chrisvinnitvy from this false Teaching
of the educated, just as The apolozists of the second centu~
ry opposed the Talse teachinzs of vine learned men of their day,

Finally, we come vO the avtitude vhich tvhe early Chris=
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tlans vook voward the gtate. They addressed the emperor as
"Dominus", exvending vhis token of respect even to such a
beasyv as Domivian. They were the best subjects in the
empire, because they considered the emperor's position as
God-given, Yeu.they did certain things which were contrary .
%0 Roman law. They held secret meetings, forbidden in the
empire. YThey refused to sacrifice to idols when ordered to
do so. They would not oconsider the emperor a deity, nor would
they take the oath of absolute obedience to him; they re-
cognized a Higher Authority to Whom they owed supreme obedi-
ence. Vhen their fellow-Christians were misunderstood and
misvreated, they voiced their objections to The govermnment
even at the risk of their lives. In the last few decades
several countries have adopted an attitude voward the Chris-
tian religion which is similar to that which prevailed in
Rome during the pe:éiod vwhich we are considering; this is
the attitude that the state is supreme, that everything else
== including religion =- must be subordinated to the state,.
Ve find this in the totalivarian state of Gexrmany. Chris-
tianity is there discouraged except when it furthers the
cause of the state; "pastors who Oppose 6fﬁ.oial policies of
the govermment are sent to oonoentration_oamps. We £ind it
in Russia, where Christianity is practically outlawed be=
cause it is held to be harmful to the state; where many -
Christian pastors have mysteriously disappeared because they
remained faithful to the Word. Ve even find ﬁ tendency in
this direction in our own ocountry, with the enasctment of

legislation that helps the state but may harm the Church,
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Should tvhe Christian apologist remain silent when such con-
ditions arise? ZEvery Christian is to be a witness of the

faith which he holds, and as such every Christian is an apo-
logist. FEspecially does this apply to the Christian pastor,

who is to be a guardian of the flock over which God has made
him overseer. Therefore, when conditions in the state become
antagonistic vo the spreading of the VWay of Iife, we must,

like the early apologists, raise our voices in protest. If this
entails persecution or even death, we may find comfort in the
realization that the extension of Christ's Kingdom is the most

ncble cause for which anyone could suffer,
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