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who assumed the throne after the death of Artaxerxes, are
of little interest for the purposes of this study. The war
with Greece continued with little adventsge to either side.
Persian satraps, particularly Tissaphernes, used financial
subsidies very cleverly to insure that neither the Athenians
nor the Spartans could win the Peloponnesizn War. Harem
intrigues forced the recall of this able official., The suc-
cessor to Tissaphermes threw full support to the Spartans,
so that their general, Lysander, wzs eble to destroy the
fleet of Athens =t Aegospotami in 405 E. C. and to capture
Athens itself a year later. In the weantime Darius had
died and Artaxerxes II became king. His younger brother,
Cyrus, plotted to gain the throne. Since his intrigues
failed, he began an open revolt. The mercenaries of both
Greek factions, but particularly of Sparta, now enlisted in
the army of Cyrus and marched deep into the heart of Baby-
lonis. The battle of Cunaxa, 401 B. C., was %o all effects
a draw, but Cyrus was killed and the revolt ended.l6 In
the meentime Egypt had agein revolted and with Spartan aid
freed herself from the Persian kmpire, although Elephantine

seems to heve been loyal as late as 402 B. Gl Since this

16Augustus William Ahl, Outline of Persian History
Based on the Cuneiform Inscriptions (New York: Lemcke and
Buechner, 1922), pp. 10CIf.

17Emil G. Kraeling, "New Light on the Elephantine
Colony," Biblical Archeologist, &V (1952), 62.
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is the latest possible period for the date of kEzra, there

is no purpose in tracing the history of FPersia any farther,



CHAPTER VI
THReE UNSATISFACTORY SCLUTICHNS

In the following chapter there is a brief discussion
of the answers which three scholars offer to the many ques-
tions of the dzra-Nehemiah history. &ELach of these men has
suggested such far-reaching and radicel reconstructions of
the daeta offered in the Biblical books that their solu-~
ticns do not lend themselves readily to a point-by-point
consideration. Hence the view of cach scholar is outlined
and a critique given at the end of his suggested recon-

struction,
Adam C. Welch

Adam C. Welch considers that Nehemiah had no part in

1 More~

the religious reconstruction following the exile.
over he pleces the responsibility for continuing true wor-
ship among the remanent population following the Assyrian
Conguest of 722/721 B. C.© Nehemiah 9 is regarded as a
litany and as representing a response of the loyalist
Israelites to the dominance of a foreign power.5 On the

basis of Jeremiah 41:5f. he points out the probability that

\

1jdam C. Welch, Post-sxilic Judsism (Ldinburgh and Lon-
don: Willism Blackwood and Sons, Ltd., 1935), p. viii.

21bid., pp. 19ff.
5Ibid., pp. 26-35.



