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THE DOCTRINE OF HOLY BAPTISM IN THE PAULINE EPISTLES

The purpose of this treatise is to show, primarily, that the
dootrire vhich the Confessional Lutheran Church has taught concerning
the Saorament of Holy Baptism is the Soriptural dootrine as taught in
the Pauline Epistles, end that tho variocus errors of Enthusiasm on this
Point zmust be rejected es conflioting with the clear teachings of Paul,
the great apostle,

Very froguently Enthusinsm, in the defemce of its errors, resorts
to the writings of St. Paul to prove its false tenetss The apostle,
it ia olaimed, does not rate Baptism very highly, for not only does
he treat it in very few places, relatively, but he "even makes light
of it in unnistakeble words", for example in writing to the Corinthianss
"I thonk God that I baptized none of you, but Crispus and Gaius, lest any
should soy that I baptized in my own nemee And I also baptized the licuse=
hold cf Stephane; bosides, I know not vhether I baptized any other, For
Christ sort me not to baptise, but to preach the Gospel” (1 Core 1,14-17)e

Thic cleim is mada:ospooislly by the Baptists in their attempt to
disprove the doctrine that Baptism is a means of grace and therefore
necessary for celvation, especielly as far as infants are oconcerneds
The constant opposition of Enthusiasm to Baptism as en efficacious
moans of grace by ancient and modern Enthusiasts has resulted in this
that also in other emthusiastic church oircles, which do not fully agree
vith the extreme views of tho Baptist groups, but regard Bsptism in
genoral merely a8 a praiseworthy church rite, Baptism is today being

neglected, and thouvsands of children grow up in our Amerioan com-

munities without having received the blessings which God mesns to
bestow upon sinners through this Holy Sacrsment. This dissertatiom,
therefore, is not only impostant beceuse of its comtents, but also
because of its timeliness,
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In presenting the doctrinal mutorial and evidence,we shall set
forth: y ~
1) The Latheron dootrine of tioly Baptism as presented,on the bu;l.l
of Soripture,in our Lutheran Confossions and by our Lutheran Church
toezchers e
2) A tuorough review and ;tudy of the pessages in the Pauline
Epistles trecting of Baptism,and
_ 3) The errors vhich Enthusiasn in ancient and modern times hes
opposed to the Lutheran dco'bt;ine of Baptism.
The centrel point in the treatise remsins,of course,the discussion
end application of St.Paul's special teaohlnga'on tiie doaotrine of

Holy Beptism in als grest Epistlese

I
THE LUTHERAN DOCTRINE OF HOLY BAPTISH B
In setting forth t.‘zé Lutheran dootrine of Holy Baptism wo shall
not touch upon every phase of it,since this is not demended ‘by.the
spocoiol purpose of tn« treatise,but we shall emphasizo the maln
points that huve been the bosis of contreversy betwe:n the Lutherans

and the knthusiasts. :
Of the grcutest imzortence emong these is tho guertion as to

the nature end purpose of iely Baptism,or,statcd more simply,vhet

Baotisn reelly is. On this point,as everynhere elsec,our Confessions

speek very plrinly. Already the Augsburg Confession decides the whole

1ssue vhen it very plainlt decleres that "the Seoraments were ordained

not only to bo msrks of profession smong men,but rather to te signs
end teatimonies of t:ie will of God towerd us,instituted to awaken

end confirm feith in those wio use the:n".l If the Sacrsments cre signs
ond testimonies of the will of God toward us tooreate: omd confirm ;
faith,then it follows that Baptism is sn efflceoious acans of grece,

1) Triglot,Art. XIII,p.49




end not aerely em outwsrd sign or symbol,as Enthusinsa teachess
This truth is clecrly brought out in Arte IX,in which it is said S
thot Faptisn "is necessery to salvetion"2{}It isiypderftood,of
Sourse,tiiat this necessity is mot sbstlute,but-one-of cbeying God's
coxnond end recoiving His promizes The Apology olears tho matter
coapletely in the stetements "Therefore it is necezsary to baptize
little children,tast tie promise of selvntion mey be applied to them,
acoording to Christ's command,att.28,19: 'Baptize all nations' " 3.)
In the Smalozld Articles,Luther,having in mind a finel,foreeful
testimony egeinst the pepooy,specks very strongly on the essence and
objective of Holy Boytism. Vriting of the subject in gemercl C)h;
first soys that the Gospel gives us counsel end eid ageinst sin,
not mcrcly in one wey (for God is superabundently rich in Fid grasce),
lut in many weys;not merely tirough te spoken Vord,but elso™through
Baptisn" 6,)This stetement supyorts thosesof the ;u;nburg Confes:ion
end the Apology which declere that Beptisa is a means of grece;for
if it ;ives us counsel end aid egeinst ein,then it is certeinly more
then v mere gymbol. liowever,Luthor,in en erticle ospecially written

on the subject 6) s:emks still more clearly on the neture and purpose
of this Ssoremont whon he svys that "Baptism is nothing else them

the Wiord of God in the water,commended by his institutionjor,as

Poul says,"a woshing in the Word® 7). At the same time Luther rejsots
the error of "Thomes Aquines end the monssfio prescners" that “"God has
inplented in the water s spiritusl power,which through the water
washes awvay sin"e Luther's contentionm is thot Baptism washes ewsy

Triglot,p. 47

Trislot.r. 346

I'A::El I:. of lsul“ Gospel"”
o

brt. 1."'8; Baptisa"”

Triglot,p.491
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8in beonuse of the divine Gospol promise which is in and with the

water in Boptisa In his Bmuil Catecliism Luther stetes this clesrly
in the wnell-inown wordss "It is not the water indecd that does them,

but the fViord of God whioch is in snd with the water,ond faith,vhich trusts

guch %ord of God in the watersee«" 8)

Luther ,however ,oxpresses those truths concerning the nature snd
purpose of Ba,tism atill more clesrly in his Large Cstsohism. Here
Luther,vriting ageinst nis enthusiastio opponents for ordinery Christ-
icng,declires among many other like expressions: "It 15 not only nct-
urnl vetor,but o divino,heavenly,holy and blessed water,end in what-
ever other terms we oen ;raise it——all on ecoount of the iord.whloh
is @ holy,hsevenly Word,that no one cen sufficiently extol,for it has

end is able to do ¢ll that God is end oen do,since it has oll the
virtue cnd power of God comprised init". Therefore Beptism must not

be regarded cccording to the course,exterzel mosk,xs we regerd the
snell of ¢ mut,but eg tho Word of God is inoluded therein"...s"The
woater end the Viord must not be sepereted from one anothor and purteds
For if tho Word ic separcted from it,the water 1s the sene os that
which the servant cooks and may indeed be oalled a bath-koeper's
baptisme But wnen it is odded,us God ordnno'd.t't is e Saoroment end
is oelled a Christ-Baptisa"..."The poswer,work,profit,fruit,end end of |
Baptisn is this,nsmely,to be delivered from sin,death,and tho devil,
and to enter into the kingdom of “hrist,end to live vith Him for- ¥
ever".soFaith alone makes the person worthy to receive profitably the
saving,divine water. For since these uéaalnga are here presented

end promised in the vords in and with the water,they ccxnét be rec-
eived in eny othor way then by bolleving them with the heart. With-
out feith,it profits nothing,notwithstanding it is in itself a diviue,
superabundent treasure"..."Baptism is not-our work,but God's"...

8) Triglot,ps 551



God's vorks,however,ere saving ind necessary for selvation,and do
not exolude but demand frithjfor without foith they camnot be app-
rehended"s.«"Thus wo must rogard Baptism and make it profitable to
ourselves,that when our sins and conscicnce oppress us,we strengthen
ourselves ond teke comfort end says "Novortheoless,I om baptized;
but if I em baptized,it is promised me that I shall be saved and
have eternal 1ife both in soul and body." 9)

Our Confessions thus regerd Baptism as a. true Scorcment,or
mesns of grace,which must be highly regerded and estermed,becsuse
1t is a washing of regeneration and thus & treamsure presented to
us by God, 10) Beonuse Baptism 1s water connected with Christ's
anv'lnc Gospel ,our Muuona asoribe to it the same blesaings
thot oro offerod and imparted to men by the Gosgel itself when
used in its general way of proolaimation, In Baptism we receive
diving grece and forgiveness of sins,are given the Holy Ghost,put
on Christ,enter into the church as believing members of Christ's
body,are frced from the guilt end punishment of original sin,are
grohtdd & new life,ere delivered from death snd the Devil,are made
pertekers of otornal life,become ohildren of God,are enabled to crucify
the 01d Adem,eto. In short,whatever the divine Word does for our sal-
vation,thet also,in the seme way and degree,loly Baytisa doos,because
the divine Word is in this washing of regemeration, _11) Beptiem is
therefore an efficacious means of grsoe which should not be neglected,
but diligently and believingly used ms God's most gracious gift
given to us for our salvations '

Uvoh attention is given in our Confessions to Infent Baptism.
In his Large Catechism Luther ndvnutfik-u“ practice of Peedobaptiam

by thres ergumentss

1) by tho fact bhot this Beptism has proved itself pleaseing to flod,
9) Triglot,pps 737 ££.

10) of. Triglot,pps 300,661,741
1) of: Triglot,pp. 309,743,007,749,113,751,707,etos




since He in. genersl has senotified end given His Holy Spirit to
those who were thus baptized;

2) becnuge God has commended the Bsptism of infants in His
gcncrol commond to baptize all natioms;

3) booauso Baytism is & divine ordinence,which does not depend
upon our worthy rocoption,but upon the divine imstitution for its
offer of grace end forgiveness, These gifts,of course, only those
obtnin who receive it in true faith. The “ugsburg Yonfession otated
expressly that “ohildren sre to be baptized,who,belng offered to God
through Baptism,ore rocelwod into God's grace" 12). Tho Apology bases
its insistensc upon Infant Baptiem chiefly on God's commend to baptisze

all notions snd on His msnifest agproval of the Baptisam of little
onlldron, 13) The Smuloald Articles urgo the Baptism of 1little children,
beotuge they telong to the promised redemption mede through Christ,
ond the Church should edminister it to thems 14) Consistantly,our
Confcssions reject the error of the Anabeptists,who deny Infent
Beptisn becnuse "ochildren who are not baptised ere not sinners ere
not sinneors before God,but rightecus and innocent,who in their inn-
oceoncy,beocnuse they have not yot attained thoi-r reason,aro saved
without Baptism (which,uccording to their statement,they do not need). .
Therefore they roject the entire dootrine conocrning originsl sim
a:d whet belongas to it". 15) In the Thorough Declaration this enti-
thecis is exprossed thus: (Ve rejoc't) "that children who ere not
baptized are not simners before God,but rig'htoouu and innocent,
end thus ere suved in their innoccency without Baptism,which they do
not nenrd, Accordingly they deny and reject the entire dootrine con=
coraing originel sin end what belongs to it". 16)

¥hilo our Confossions,without any effort al systematizing the
dootrine,thus sim ly present the teackhing of Beptism in its essentiel

12) Art. IX,pe 47

13) of, Avology,ps 245

14) Triglot,p. 493 :

15) Formulu of Concord,Arte XII,Epitome,Triglot,ps 839

16 !rlslot.p. 1090 e
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Soriptural truths,namely,its divine institutioa,nature,benefit,right
use,and eignifioance,our dogmatiolend discuss for grenter oleerness

end preoiseness of expression and presentation such points as their
controversy with the Oalvinistho,Papistic,and /nabeptist enthusiasts
mede neces:ary,though tho five points just ncntioned remained funde
amontal also to themes In particuler,they rejected also tho enthuslestio
distinotion made between the internal and external Baptism,declaring

on th: basis of Soripture that the two are but one act of the Holy
Ghost,who regenorsed the person through the divine Word of Baptisms
and not,es tho entiusiasts oluim,apart from that Vord by immediate
cotion. The guestlon whethor thore is in Baptiem both a terestial

and coolesticl matter caused much debate among the Luthecren theol-
ogians,some cleiming that the heavenly matter id the divine ¥ord,

or the iioly Trinity,or the Holy Spirit,eto,,while others sgain aszserted
thot it is best not to speak of a materia coelestis in Holy Baptiem 17).
Tdth regurd to the ble sed effects ot fruits of Baptism,these are de-
soribed in various terms as ablutio,"washing eway",imputatio just-
itine Christi,"imputetion of Christ's righteocusness" ,regeneratio

8ive renovatio,"regeneration or renovation",adoptio,"adoption”,fided
ot gratico evangolicue oblatio,"the offering of falth end Gospel grece",
colletio ,in the case of ‘children,"bestowal",obsignetio,in the cuse
of adults,"sealing",though reelly these terms dencte no actusl dif-
ferenoces in dootrine,their eoamon dootrine being thnt Bajstism saves
us by regeneration eand justifications

Against the Romanistioc error our dogmatiociens declared that
Beptism frecs us from both the guilt and dominion of sin,though it
does not destroy the sinfull flesh itself with ita evil desires or
fleshly lusts,for which rc'a.on it is the source of all actusl sins,
The ::bBenefit (ruit of Beptiem is received through faith in the Gospel

I7) %o which Dr. Fleper also agreos In "Christliche Dogmetik",

Vol. III,p. 321 fe i
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promiso of Beptism, but this faith saves not as a good work, but merely
as the recoiving moans (medium, e The Baptiesm of chiléren was
more olecrly motivated and justified by the faot that according to God's

Wiord, also children cun bolieve 18)s In general, the argumert of out
dogmeSicians 1s bosed upan tho followdny Soriptural truthss All children
are sinners cnd need rogeneration 19)s In eddition, Ohriat vory clearly
demended that thoy should be ‘brough:t to Him toc be blessed end saved 20);
and sinco Baptism is the washing of regeneration and remewing of the
Holy Ghost 21), they must he baptizede The faith also of children is
active trust in the promise of Christ, though it is impossible for human

reason to understand how little children can believe, yet not more so

than how sleening adults, or adults in a coma, csn believe,

Bmergoncy Baptism, which has been rejected by the Reformed, is
Justifiod und urged bv our teachers, just becsusc Bartism is sn effice-
cious mesns of grace that must not be denled to eny infant offered to us
for Bantiasm, thourh in the end, not the deprivation of, but the contempt
of Baoptism condemns, ¥With rogard to the children of the wmgodly dying
without Baptism, no spooial comfort cem be held out 22), but the infants
of Christions, romoved by God before Baptism osn take plance, should be
commended to God's grace in Christ Jesus who is sble to senctify sinners
without moans 23), though we Christicns are boumd by God to the ordained
means of grace. . :

Baptism must be performed accordinz to the institution of the
Savior, so that children mist be baptized in the name of the Pather,

" Son, and Holy Ghost, No substitute for wmter is allowed in Baptism,

we being bound to those errthly elamenta vhich Chriat Himself used,
since otherwise the ontire Saorament would becoms uncertain. The
Baptism by the antitrinitarien churches;, though rm!.ning the sound

18) Matt, 18, 6

19) John 3, e Ge
20) Merk 10, 13£f.
21) Tit. 3, 5 £fs

223 Bphe 2, 12
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of the words, actually reject tho dootrine of the Y¥ord of God and
theroforo hove no Baptisme The Baptism of hypooritiocal ministers
sorving Christian congregations is of course valid, since the

officlating pestor is acting in the name of the congrogatione

Repontance is nothing else then the penitent person's return to
the baptismel covenent, which always stonds unbroken on God's part,
though by our transgressions we simmers may breek it om our parte
For this reason also the repetition of Beptiem is not necessary,
especially since there is no command end no exrmple for such repe-
tition of Baptism in Soriptures Baptism signifies that by daily
repontence we drown the Old Adam with its evil lusts and daily
arisc in nevness of 1ife, so that Baptism obligates us to true
falth and holy 1ife. I

Theso cre the mnin points of doctrine vhich have besn siressed
by our theslogians against errorists of every kind, though essentially
our tezchors do not present any teaching beyond that vhich is tanght
in the Confecsions 23),.

The question now confronting us, is, vhether the doctrine of
Beptism offored by our Lutheran Confescions end dogmaticisns oan
adequately be substantiated by olear pessseges in the Pauline Epistles.
Brom the very stert, we must remember that the limits established by
the thesis force us to ignore & great number of pessages in vhich the
Luthersn doctrine of Holy Baptism is securely rooted. & brief
survey of such passages may be given to poilnt out the foct that
Holy Scripture indeed offers a u;ut extonsive presentation of the
dootrine of Holy Baptisme Mark 7, 4; Acts 22, 16, and Mabtt, 3, 11
thus prove that emy form of epplying the water to the person is Valide

BRSNS e e S e s e w

23) Cf. Musller, Christian Dogmatics, ppe 486 £f; Ersuth, The Con-
servative Reformation, ppe 427 ffj; Engelder, Doctrinal Notes;
Sohmid, The Dootrinal Theology of the Ev, e Church, pps 636 ££;
Pleper, Christliohe Dogmatik, Vol,3; Hase, Hutterus Redivivus,

PPe 252 £f3; Luthardt, Kompendium der Dogmatik, ppe 346 ff,
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Matt, 28, 19. 20 ghows that the water is to be appliod not to
ineninete things, such ns bells, churches, vessels, etos, bat
to living, humen persons. Acts 8, 35 383 John 1, 31; 3, B. 21, and

Aota 10, 47 prove that the extornal element of Baptism is water, and .

not eny substitute. John 3, 5o 63 Moxr¥ 10, 14; Aots 2, 393 16, 153
and 16, 33 ero valueble for the proof of infent Baptisme The com-
mand to baptizo is given both in Mark 16, 15. 168 end Matt, 28, 19,
ond shows also that the baptizing is to be done in the name of the
Father, Son, end Holy Ghost. This passage, end Matte 3, 16. 17;
John 3, 5, and I John 6, 6, prove that the Triume God is effectually
presant with the vater connected with the saoramental word, and
that, in pertiouler, it is tho Holy Ghost who sanctifies us through
this Holy Samcrament, Acts 22, 16; 2, 38; Luke 3, 3; I Pets 3, 21,
and Acts 8, 35, 38 show that in Baptism the Holy Ghnst officaciously
offers to the baptized the gifts of His grace, operating toward
their ncosptence, as in infants, or toward perae'rvermoe in and
gronter assurance of their possession, as in adults who have been
proviously regenerated by the Word 24). Luke 7, 30 proves that
thoso vho refuse to be baptized reject the oounsel of God agaimrlf
themselvos, for vhich reoson they by their unbelief commit a
damneble sin. ¥We must therefore forego some of the most im-
portant Sorinture pessepges treating of Holy Baptisme Nevertho-
less, by our investigation of the Paulino Epistles, we hope to
point out thet St. Paul in various passages has clearly taught
the fundomental dootrines of Holy Baptism, nmamely, those con-
oerning its nature, efficacy, sipnificence, end right use, and
thus it will be scen that our Confessiona teach nothing but
SoripturZal dootrine, ‘ 5

24) Cf. Grastmor, Outlines of Dootrinal Theology, Ppe 188 ffe

et AR & o e
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betwen Jews cud Gsatiles., Therefors this Epi.a'bl; is inoluded for
the scke of oomploteness,sspecielly becouse the pnsange stresse a
dootrinal point which should not be ovorlooksd. 25).

A, ROM, 6,36 :

"0 do :,rm;;ﬁw thot whoever wo baptized into Christ Jesus,
ve bustized into His decth? Therofore we are buried with Him through
(by) Beptiom into desth,in order that just as Christ was raised from
the doud by the glory of tue Father,thus also we shall welk in newness
of life. For if conjoinod we huve become in the likoness of lis
decth,ve ahell te slso (in the likeness) of His risiang up. Knowing
thig,that our 014 Man i3 orucified with Him,in order that the tody
of sin might be destroyed,that we no longer serve (in) sin,"

This passage must be noted as ome of the most proninent in
the Pruline Spictles tresting the dootrine of Holy Beptien. The
Eoistle to the Romms is primerily e dostrinal disoussion,yet this
s;:e0l2]l instrucotion of the ajostle ooncerning Holy Baptism 13 given
rather inecidentslly,namely,to urgs the Christians st one to dis-
continve their old life of sin ond to walk in holiness. In the onre-
vlous chepters the apostle hed treated of the great oxtent ~f divine
groco,which sbounded much more then did sin, 26). Thet does not mean,

_hovaver,thet Christiens may now sin freely in order thet divine grace
mey abound the more in God's consistant remiasion of their trensgressions

27). "God forbidi",the apostle replies to this thoughtj;for,as he vrgues

further ,Ohristizsns are dend to asin so that they mey no longer live
thorein 2¥), Bolisvers in Christ have been froed not only from tho
vunishment, but also from the power of sin,and therefore they must
ovorcome sin in their new life of holiness.

But just how have believers become doad to sin? That question

26) Of. Matthew Honry's Commentary,tiebrews,
26) Cf. 5,20 :

27) Cf, 6,1

2“ cf. 6‘2
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StePeul snevicrs grroparlyrfin wVs 9=6a His roply is: Chriztisns heve
tecomo decd to sin by being boptized into Jesus Christ,because by
that holy not they were baitized into His desth. The elsur mesning
of those words 1s that Christiens cre baptizcd with teforence to
Christ (e1s) in tho sense thet through Beptisam they sre intimately
"unitod vith Him in the likeness of Hisc death® 29). The words fvmfu7et
Jefevamey really signify "wo have beoome planted togother®,which
donotes the olosest possible uniting with Christ, But es Christiens
through Dartien were plented together,or,more olosely united with
Chrict's death,sd also through Baptisa thay wore burioed with Him
into deathe Both eoristssg«rrc(dwmay and Luvirkfnmry descride the
sction s ccoomplished onoe for sall and therefore as complets. In
thet very moment wnhen the Christiens at Rome were boptigzed,they wore
elgo ba;tized into Christ's death ond were also buried with Him 30).
Verse 4 does not add en cntirely new thought,though it completes
end emphesises the first idez of union with Chrigt,which St.Pzul
siresses. In short,tho spiritunl union of Beptised believers with
Christ's deeth thrcugh Baptisn is complotejby Bantism Christians have
diod with Christ and have been buried with Him, Therefore arc they free
from sin,

khile 4a,however,1s not essentieally differcnt frem the preceding

: thought,1t medictes and motivates the new thought which tho a:ostle

urges in the next stateaent, Christiens wers turied with Christ to
rise with Ohrist, In other words,as through Bepticam we heve partic-
ipction with Christ's death end buriel,so elso with Christ'a resur-
rection. when Unrist rose from the doad,He left tne sins put upon Him

by the Father as our Substitute,in the grave and crose in perfoot new-
ness of life,namely,in ilis state of exaltation, S0 elso Christiens,
having through Baptism been planted together with Christ in the like-

29) Cfs v &
30) Cfe ve &
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noss of i{ig death,oro 6lso plantod togother with Christ in the like~
hess of iis resumrootion 31)e In short,their dying with Uhrist to sin,

implios ulso their rising with Him to God in holinesss Zhis thought
is sireascd ctill aore by wuy of a final conclusion in vs 6,where,

repeating the thougit in vy 8 in its csgentiel points,St.Paul remarks
thot through Beptisn our old man was orucified with “Yhrist,that

the body of sin might he destroyed nnd hensceforth the believer should
not sorve sin.

The usin wrgument of the apostle here in which we are interezted,
1a thet expressed in the statements that Baptiszed beliovers.are bapt-
ized in Chrisb,ero buried with Eim by Baptism into death,and ecre
iaplentod with Him also in the likeness of His resurrection. The
augiestion of Beptists that Paul here urges immersion as the only
proer mode of Beptism is trividle The Critical snd Explenatory
Comnentery on the Bible 32) remerks on this pointi"#hether the mode
of Baptisa by imaersion ba alludod to in this verse,as & kind of
symbolical buricl and resurrocction,doees not seem to us of mich con-
sejuence, ileny interpreters think it is,end it may be so. But es it
i3 not olesr that Baptism in epostolic times wea oxolusively by ime
mersion 33),s0 sprinkling sand washing are indifforently used in the
New Testament to oxpress the clesnsing effiosocy of the blood of
Jesug." On the stateaents "We were bupt'l.lod- into ilis Heath®34),this
comnontery remarks: "fie were formerly entered end ertiocled te sll the
bonefits ond ell the obligstions of Christien discipleship in genersl,
and of iis death in partioular." Meyer's Commentury remerks on v.3s

"We who through Bsptism booeme those TISUITISHILY USIONEING TO HIM,
were brought through our Bs.pt!.m into the fellowship of ilis death,

€0 thet we have ¢ real shara sthioally 1n Ris deuth through the ces=-
cotion of all our life £6r sin". il quotes epprovingly Tasodore of

31 [+ i ".5
32) Jamieson,Fausset,and Brown
33) Cf. iots 2,41
34) CLs vo 3
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Hopsuestin: "Bajtisz makes us sharers of the doath of Christ™; and
dnbrosiaster: As wo are baptized, wo dic with Christ"; and Bengels
"It is the scme as if in that moment Christ for such a ,erson and such
& porgon for Christ suffered, died, and was buried™s Meyer then goes
on to says "In Baptism man recolves forgivenoss of sins through faithy
85), justified by which he also becomes portaker of the virtue of the
Holy Spirit in the Saoraeuimt wito new 1ife ¢35)e Btoeckhardt in his
comnentary writess

"Und nun aind wir eben, weil cuf Qhristum, auch auf seinen Tod

goetouft wnd also duroh die Teufe seines Todes, seiner Erloessung,

wd gwor dér Erloosung nicht nur von der Schuld, sondern auch

von der Gewalt der Sucnde, tellheftig worden; Und so sind wir

also, dlowell auf Christun wnd selnen Tod getauft, der Gewalt

der Suende entnommen, Dasz wir nun sber mit Christo gestorbem

und begraben sind, hatteo dem Zweok, das war hierbel das Ab-

schen Gottos, dusz, wie Ohristus con den Totem anferveckt worden

ist, also auch wir in Neuheit des Lebens wandeln, Dass wir in

Neuhelt des Lebens oder in esinem neuen Lsben wandeln, das war

der finlg ultimus. Das setst aber voraus, dess wir in einem

neusn Lobea stohens Wir Christen stehon seit uaserer !aute in

einen neuon Lebens" 37)
Other comentaries offer substantially the same exposition of this
much disoussed passages -The Hirschberger Bible says: "Wir sind durch
die Taufe in die gonaueste Gemsinschaft mit Ohristus gleiohsam versenkt",
Tho Weimar Bible sayss "iir sind in seinen Tod getauft, aleo, dasy wir
der Kraft seines Todes tellhoftig werden, nicht anders, als wemn wir
8clbst allbereit fuer die Suende gestorben waerens Durch solche Eraf't
des Todes Christl werdon nicht allein unsers Suenden vergebem, sondern
vir empfangen aush den heiligen Gesit, weloher die Suande in uns daemf't
und toetet”, Drs Zretsmemn asserta: "sseinyone baptized into the name
of a person of the Godhead thereby beomme the property of the divine
Poerson indicateds Ohrist's salwation is our salwvation, because we were
baptigzed into His dnth'f.m)

Very olearly end thoroughly, StePeul in Roms 6, 3~6 teaches some

most important truths concerning holy Baptimm, indeed those very truths

which our confessions -pmm vith go gitoh eertainty, In the first

#5) 0f, Aots 2, 38; 22, 16
; ur: Tit, s:s AR ;or. Stoeskhardt, md 288 £f,

Commentary, Vols II, pe30
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Pleoe, Ste Paul tokds tho sdministration of tho Secrament of Baptism
for grantoed, OChristicns wre to be beptizod, and not only childrem,
but adults clsoe Buptisn therefore is highly importoant, It is a
divine ingwiiution which the Church must ohgerve, Buptian is not
& nere siga or gyibol, but an efficacious moens of grnoce, as Paul
hers tecuschess It dous samothing valubale for ths peron who is
‘baptizeds It brings hdu into fellowship with Christ, in particuler,
with iis death aud resurrections That means thut Buptism offers
and cowmunicetes all those gifts end blessings which Chris:t secured
for siuful manlkind through F...:I.a holy suifering, dying, and rising
aguin frouiliio desdsse"who wes delivercd for oir offenses, cnd de~
livered aguin for our justification” 30)s Bapti=m is therefore
Uod's couferring neuns of greco to which is correlated faith as the
the receivin: meons of grado in the bapiized person, by which he
tekes for hinaclf that which is so graciously offered to him by Gods
dowover, fron this it follows that baptisa has also a deep sig-
nificwiows I{ meuns thet as Ohriet arose from the dead by tho glory
of the Fathsr, so we beptiged believers should walk in nesmess of 1ife.
all four points, theraforo, wileh Luiher in his &un Cotechism em~
phasizos regerding Holy Baptism, ocan bo proved from this passages
Baytism i3 not siupliciter agua, as Iuther says, otherwise it could
0t perform the miracle that it doess 8o it must be aqua divino
nondato oouprohensa et verbo Dei obsignatas So slso it works fore
giveness of sin, delivers from death and the devil, und gives eternal
salvabion %o 8ll who believe this, as tho words and zromiscs of God
doolare. It is wnderstood, of gourse, that Sts Paul did not take
Baptiem to work as Ly some sort of maglo, but "through faith which
trusts such word of God in the water," for in ‘I:ho preceding chapter
he has set forih with great emphasis the dootrine of justification

39) Ofs Romed, 25
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by faith. <0)
Lugtly, us Ste Peul vory olearly points out, Baptimn "signifies 4
that the old Aden in us should, Ly daily oontrition and repontence, j
be drowndd und dic with all sins und ovil lusts, and aghin, & new
uon daily como forth aud ariso, vho shall live before God in righte
Sousness end purity forever". In faot, this wery truth Luther, in
his "hors is thiz written?”, proves from Romans, chapter C, as we
kmow from our early Christiun instruction in the Catechism,

B, 1 UOR, 1, 13-17; 10,2; 12, 13; 16, 29

Aocording to tho old reckoning of time in whioh the Bpistles of \
Ste Peul werc supposodly written, that to the Corinthivns was come -
posed u your before that to tho Eomens, imoly. in the year 67, though .
scno dets the writing still earliers While Romans is a dootrinal
Epistlo, First Corinthions is, in the main, of a preotical nature.
In ugreement with this goneral charaster of the Epistle, we find ‘
that also Ste Poul's discussions of Holy Baptisa in this epistle are
puroly procticals Hevertheless, also those passages contain waluable
truths oonoeniing this Sacrament, especially if wo consider 'thn in .
their entirety with their proof walue and material,

I Cors 1, 13-17: "Is Christ divided? Was Paul orucified tor-lmi
Or wero yo baptized in tho name of Psul? I thank God thet I baptiged
none of you but Orispus and Gaius, lest any should say that I had bep-
tiged in mine own nume, And I baptized ah;o tho houso of Stephanus;
bealdes, I know nnt_?hethor I baptiged any othore For Ohrist sont me
not to baptigze, but to preach the Gospels"

These versos really olight not to bo quutad enong the passages
that dosoribe Bapytism mocording o its real furotion amnd etﬂ.etmoq
as an officacious means of gracses They aro novertheless considered
here just becausa thoy are samotimes cited by enthusimsts as proving

(I (A

40) Ofs Chapter 5, vy 1 ££
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that 8t Paul did not think wory highly of Holy Baptisme Espeoially
Baptist thonlogians asgert thut Daptism in oomparison with presching
is so sltogsthur insignificant that it may be amitted; at cny rate,
that porsons ought not to be baptized with the undorstanding that it
1s «w monns of graces But ag the Bplstle to the Romons proves, Sts Paul
regardcd Bastisn esmotly as o womns of grace, und tho reasons that he
GXyrosses himself in ow passege, as he doos, arc sentirely different
from thoze whiok wunthusissts comaonly gives

Tio fasta cspecially must be oomnsidered vhen studying theze verses
In the first slace, they woro written from the speoisl point of view
thet Ste Fuul waua tho apostle of Jesus Christ among thc Gentiles, whose
offic: i% ves to blage the missionary trails end prooleim the Gospel in
rogions in uhich it hed not bscn before gronchedsss”'to preach the Gospe
in recgions buyond you" €1)¢ Whatever is uritten from a speoifio point
of view cunnot be urged to obtaln as & general rules No congregation
herefore may srgue in this menncrs "Beonuse we preach the Gospel; we
ney negleot Baptiiam and tho lord's Suppers"™ Thu ono should be done, ani
ihe othor should not bo left undones As a matter of faot, Sts Peul
cven at Corinth baptiged ¢ nmanber of Christion believers, as he himself
duolarcs in verscs 14-16s Thorcfore vhen he sayst "Ohrist sent me not
te baptizy", he meens, "Christ sent me not to baptize as my principle
or most Importunt busincvss®s As the cascs of Crispus, Geius, and the
hous=hold of Stephenus prove, Sts Feul at timcs did baptise in his omn
persons Usually, however, hc morely founded the Christien churches emd
then pleced over tho new congregations (ia escordsnce with their will
end ohoioe) such pastors as teught the pe;oplo more in detail, baptized
thoeo who were to be baptiged, administered the Holy Supper, and ex-
ocuted the Office of the Keys in all its warious funotions in comnestion
with the Ghuroh, as chown in Titus 1, 6 £f and 1 Time 1, 5 05 The

‘$1) Of. 2 Oore 10, 14=16s
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rangon for this couras of aotion i. slears In many gases those who
viers baptiz-d vere adults who firet hed 40 be indootrinated, a thing
whdoh usually the brief$-its of ‘tlm epostle at the diffcreat plases did
not parait, In short, Ste Peul in thess verses does not despiso Bape
tima, Yut he ratherchbanrs it, bosuse he reguires of his congrogations
consed abious pastors vho could falthfully and ef€ici:ntly instruct
Cas sooplesss"Paky hood tasrofore unto youszolvos and to all the flook
over whioh thy iloly Ghost hxth mode you oversesrs, to feod the Church
of God hich H- haith purchased with Bls own blood” 42)e

In th: second plagn, Ste Puul wiote thess versos from the par-
tioular viowgoiub of the problaa faocing him at Corinth, nemoly, the
atvife snd conbmabion pruvailing in the midst of the Oorinthien
Chrigtlans, Ho thenked God that he baptizsd none of them, because
thoy oould not now olaim him as thedr head in whoso name and unto
whozs lordsalp thuy wore baptizede 8bs Paul's way of putiing the
matter wus therufore a vory caraest ruproof for tho self-satisfied
pad contuentious Corinthisnsy who placed party sqirit above Christian
walon aud m=n above Caristy For this rsazon it would be wntirely
wfalr to §3aim that Sbe Poul did not highly regard Boptism, because

hers he gays wbat he doss says

Heyer rouarks on vhis pessage: "Singe Faul was not generally in
ths habit of baptising in porson, had he himsclf baptizcd meny $n
Coriath, this might undoubtsdly have Lesn made use of afterwards by
Purverse minds for thu possible slunder that herc was a spcoial case, x|
thut he had beptized with his own hand in Corinth, bacause he did it
into his own nse--a purpose for whioh of course he ocould not have
anloy=d otherse" Ho quotos Bengul uho says with rogard to the pase

sage: "Providuntia divina roguat sacpe in robus, guarum ratio postea

w-“ Matthow Henry writes: "He s not to be uzderstood in

sulkrl
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such & senge na if her wero thenkful for not having baptized et ell,
but for not heving done it in the ;resont oiroumstances, lest it should
have hed this very bad construction put upon it--that he had baptised
in his ovn neme, made disciples for himself, or sot himsclf up as the
head of a scot," Dr, Krotzmann assertss "This faot, that only so fow

had been baptized by him peraonany. is a source of much satisfaction

to him, lest anyone chould, under the oonditions.now obteining in _
Corinth, bring the accusation against him thet his intention hdd been

to bind them to hia person end to fora @ party nemed €fter him, Note
tho great humility of the apostlesss"s The omse then is olear, St. Pahl
did not dospise 'Beptim, but honored it highly as an efficacious means
of gracos This will apposr algo from the next pa:asugeu that are to be
oonsidored. ek

1 Cors 10, 21 "And all to Moses were bl.p'b.tsed in the cloud and in
the nen-

This pa:sngo really does not trea'b of Baptism properly oona!.derod
but ..t supzorts a thought which is of gruat celue in thiu discusaiono
Sts Faul here declsros that the children of Israel werc all baptized
uito Mosos ( €75 ) in tho oloud end in tho seas Thia means, that when
the children of Israel followod Moses through the Red See end after-
wards through the wilderness, with .God'a cloud for their protection,
they were thus made to have l;elltmahtg with Moses as their leader and i
Hediator, Natthew Henry explains this verse thuss "They were brought :
under obligation to Hoses' law and oovomi:t as-we are by Beptism
brought und.ar the Christien law and covenant", Meyer saysi "Just as
the.oconvert was ‘umt:lmd. in water ulth reference to Ghrht, so also that
01d Testement enelog ot{fn.ptim. which presents itself in the people of
Isru.ol at the passage of the Red Sea with referemce to Mosos, was effected

in tho oloud under which they were emnd in the sea through which they
passeds" The Hirsohberger Bible says: "Durch die Wolke und das Wasseriee




wardean 5lo 2llo such auf oder in :losvs gesauft, das ist, daca Moses
goteuls, dus iat, don Moges, als do Eueoht, zu glaubon { 2 los. 14
31) vor fiichtet, =a ilm go:isgen und dos Hoils, dus Gost durch seoine
Tasd en ilmen tun wolle, &pste 7, 25, Versicherts"

411 theso expositions cgraos essoutiasllys Yhut intoreats us es-
seeially in Sils jasssge 1s that alczo here in the case of Mosos, the

exurassion pﬂtffrw el daotos a dofinito offect, the crestion of

a fall weshidy, for wldeh rescon Buptim is nore then a gynbol, nomely,
& newis of precos In other ucrds, §t. Paul nover thinlis of Baptiom as

belug o nsre sigu; elveys he rogerds it as en acticn which puta the

bugtized indo e definite reietion with tho one into whom or with ref-

oralee o whom he s buglizuds For this roason also this cassgae,

altlhough net treating of Buptism proper, is of great importancos

1 Cure 15, 13s "For also by one Spivit we zll into ono body were
baplizged, whethor Jews or Grecks, whether bonda:en or free, snd all
iatv one Spirit vere nade to driuks"

Shis passego egein proves thet Deptism is an effectucl meons ofl
grece, ncoccaplishing perticipetion or fellowship; for here tho apostle
Geclures L o nost gorerel and comprohonsive way thet Christisns are
bastized by one §uirib into one bodye What the upostle wishes to stress
in (his entire oheplor is the imwmerd unlty of ell bellevera in Christ,
Thoy form one spiritual body, nemely, the spiritual body of Christ,
thwir Lorée Into this body they were received by Baptiem, and ti;nt not
beoauso Buplisan exerts scue meglo power, bub becauso the Holy Spirit ias
efficasiougiin this Seoramont toward thoir regemerations That is the
simple meuning of the ausages :

The Corintisns wore disuniteds Thesh were diversities of gifts,
differences of administration, end diversities of operaticns smong the




Wily ocnverted Ghristians at Corintle The rosult wns that they
ehvied il mrtha md destred in o jroud, wchrisiian vay thoeo
oangpienous glitts whiich night raﬂc.ﬁnd to thelr ;arzonsl glory, re-

) .
suwdalg of cowrge in thely :rlds 4o ocoporabs Lropsrly with their

mbler Lrotloon, s -doked tendeney wnd nenifostetion of tho

Tlesh Sl Fud rebwkos, skewing ab the smme tine Ghe nonderful unity
virioh Loth 110.;:'2-:'-.5:.: wad the Lord's Supier moduccs By ons S:irit we
are wdl Lopbized inbs one bedy, he tells them,; end just so we were all
wsde So drial: Into enw Spirid, theb is, «13 wers wdtsd into one
spdritual budy of Chrlst, This thought 4s certeinly inmportant.
Brobtign, we wlso te Lord's supper, is not a mshe oubwerd sign of the

gphiriluel union of Christiuns, bub wotuslly ths instrumental cause

of S true walty which bslievors onjoy in Jesus Charist,

Buliliew Houry oouuents on this verse: "Jews end Gantilos, bond
wid frez, oo upon & lenru:‘. iln %ﬁi‘a: 6ll ars baptizod into the one
Lody aud nude partakers of the swne Suirit. Christians become mem-

; by Basiism 'bimy' are bgotized into one body,"

Follouing thls testimeny, howovsr, hs doviates aleng Colvinistio lines,
statlugs "Tuu outverd rits is of divine institution, signifioant of

e new birth, oulled therefors the washing of regeveraticn, 43).

Bal it by the §uirly, by the renewing of the Holy Ghost, that we are .
nade msabers of Chrisi's bodye It is the Spirit's operation, signi-
£lsd by the ou.:v.a.rd. adminletration, thot makes us nwmboras” This
Calzinistio exhlsnaum is of course not correot, for whilc it is the
Joly Sphrit who senotifies us, Ze works regezeration through the
Gospel proumise in Holy Beptisa, or through Holy Baptism itselfs The
words of the verse are ao olcer, howover, thit, while follo:d.ng the
aliple sense of Whe text, Matther Homry wes obliged to chow the meaning

45’ Ofs Titus 5, Ga
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corroetly iu vhe Lirst pert of his exyosition.
Lgysr correetly refors this passage Yo loly Bagstisa and interprets

tho words ﬂ'j & S8pa ia rulersuos to ono body (Hact, 28, 193 Roe

Sy 33 1 Core 10, 3) o uounsy "It hus us its dostinotion tha% we all

2o mu'te Uy oae Yodye” iftorwards he seyFas!iThe reforancs to Baptiom
was ovrreotly made by us ourly oamiontators «s Chriysostem, Oecumonius,
Theoghyluot; in roosat times, by Rugckors, Jaur, De F‘eﬁ:e. Brwald, Maier,
HoPuwan," Vory plainly ithe Weinuwr 3ibls writes; "Wir gind daruu in der
doiligen Taufs durol dis Kralt des Jeiligon Gelotes, -'::hderga'borm
wordem, dasz wir alle oin guistliohor Leib wuerden, deasen Hauzb
Clristas iste" AfGorverds it gquotes luthsr as seyings ":#ir trinken
ailerlol Sazraaeat, dauss wir much olnerlei Golst capfangun, gleichwie
«ir vinorlal Taufo cupfangen, euf dess wir ein Lsib seiens" Dr. Erets=
Baum sezurikgs "Iao ity of the ons groat Churoh systea is offscted by
nezus of Beplisw; we were all made to drink of the sume Spirit; e was
aad is vhe spirltuel refreshazut which’our souls receive by faith."

Tais snosguo thersiors Gomones that Holy Baptism 1o « means of
grace by uiion the Holy Spirit oreates a splritual r_ellwahip or per-
vivipubion, «11 believers foraing ‘the spiritual body of Christ and by
fallh cossossing His blessed merits to their sslvations Again, also
Wie agosile urges héro ugon the grouwad of Ilihr:lstlan Baptisa thet nows
aess of lifc uhich expresses ftself in love and huruony and veaces
Brief us the ,ussageids, it declares tiic seme great fundsmental truths
oonoerning Bajtisn whlod werc doalt with in Romy -G, S=&e

1 Core. 15, 29; "Sinas whac shall they do who are baptized for tho
dead, if ‘the dead aro nol ralsed at ull? Ghy also are they baptised
for tiie dsad?™, :

This remurkello ;nssage has bsen corrupted by exirecs enthusiasts
a3 the Mormons into the entiferiptural dootrine that the living mey
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huve themselves baptized for the salvation of the dead=-an error which
‘:horipmre bids us rejoot, since "the just shall 1ive by his faith" 44),
vhich means that no one else cen believe or by his works make atonement
for the sins of anothers In other words, Af enyone desires to be saved ,
he himself nust be converted and believe; no one cen do uny believing
for his brothers The difficulty involved in the phrase Vmlp Wy vewpdy ,
Luther hes solved in tha best end simplest manner by saying: "Die Auf-
erstohung su bostaerken, 1iessen sioch die Ohristen taufen ueber den
Totcngraebern und deuten auf dieselbigen, dessz eben dieselbigen wuerden
euferstehen," This local meaning of the ¥wie with the genitive is
grammaticelly propers 7The phrase msy be translated also, "with ref=
orcnce to theo deed," though in the final enalysis the meaning is tho ssme.
Clarko in his commstary gives a slightly different exjosition, but ome
which also is in hormony with the text and contexts He writes:”The sum
of the arostle's moaning appears to be this:t If there is no resurredtion
of tho doad, thase, who, in beooming Christiena, expose theuselves to
all namner of privations, orosses, severs sufferings, and a violent
death, orn have no compensation, nor eny motive sufficient to induce
thom to expose themselves to such miseriess Thus they are baptized for
the doad in _erfeot faith of the resurreotion,"
There are mainly two truths that intersst us in the study of
this verses Tho first is that Baptiem at Corinth was well-imown,
firmly established, and consistently used by those early Christians,
Intthe second place, Baptiem was to. them not en empty formula, nor a
_moeningless sign, but titey were baptized in the living hope of the
resurrection of the deads If thut is true, them Baptism must have
been to them a growsd of eternal hope end a means by which they might
comfort thenselves by 1t in Christ Jesuse The text gives us little
detailed informations Much is presupiosed by the apostle aud taken

44) m. 2'4
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for granteds But the importeance of Beptismm for the Ohristian life

of hope and holiness is also pleinly set forths Oertainly, the Christians
- Y-;ho baptized themselves over tho dead, or with reference to the dead,

or, in the face of deadly perils and pains, could not treat Baptism

lightly but must have esteemed it wery highlye
Tihile First Corinthiens was written before Romans end conteins

far loss detaniled dootrinal information on Baptism, the fact remains
that it sets forth no other dootrine concerning Baptism than does the
welghty opistle of 8ts Paul to the Romenss

O« GALATIANS 3, 26-27

"For you ere all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, For
a8 meny of you as into Christ were baptiszed, Ohrist you did put on.™

This is one of the most informing passages on Baptiem in the
ontire group of Feuline Epistless According to the time-homored
reckoniag, Goletiens wnas written bofore First Corinthians and Romans,
though perheps in the same year in which the apostle addressed his
letters to the Corinthians, about 67 AsDs But in this omse the in-
ocentive for exppunding and applying the dootrine was differents In
Romans end First Corinthiens ho used the dootrine for urging holénoss
of 1life; here the epostle employs it in the defense of the central
artiole of the Christian faith--justification by faiths In the third
chayter of Gzlatiens the apostle's disoussion of Baptism forms the
olimex of a wery appealing afdress, which urges them to remounsce the g
dootrine of work righteousness and to return to the sola fide, '

Tho gist of the upostle's thought moy be exprossed thus: "Galatians,
now that you ere Christians, atill you desire to be saved by your workse
But thet is impogsible, becsuse works cannot save youe. Faith elons
saves, us we soe in the 1life of Abrahsms The Law demsnds perfect

e
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works which no simmer can render o Gode Only tho man who really
does the works of tho Law, con live. But Christ has redoemed us
from the curso of the Law that the blessing of Abraham may come
upon us Gontiles. In Christ Jesus alonc we inherit His blessing of
life snd salvations The Law was not against the divine promise; it
Was rether our school-master to bring us to Christ that we might
be justified by faithe S&inde faith has come, we ars no longer
under the Law. Now wa are children of God through faith in Christ,
for as meny as have boen haptized into Christ, have put on Christ,
thet is, as the.context asserts, have put on His righteousness and
selvation by faith as a "beautiful garment" 45)e The result is thot
ell theso bolicvers are one in Christ Jesuse Indeed, they sre Christ's,
and thus also heirs of that promise made to Abraham.

thon we therefore study verses 26 and 27 in their commection,
#e underastond at onco what the epostle memns to express by thems As
in Reae G, O £f and in I Cor 12, 13, he actuslly and cleurly iells
his readers thet by faith in Christ Jesus they are God's chil rem,
No othor explanation is possiblo. When Ste Paul writes: oes: yop 5%
XPistov ipaniaury, XPwvev §vediensds 5 ond this after he has jJust
sald that the Galatiens were God's children by feith in Christ
Josus, the text con mean but this that they put Him on W
throvgh thoir new Boptism, by which they were mado bolievers in Him,
There is also e putting on of Christ in senctifiecation, "Put ye on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and manke not provision for the flesh, to fulfill the
lusts thereof" 46); and 'Fuv on the nuw mex,; which after God is orpated
iIn righteousness. end true. holiness" 47). But this putting on of Christ
in the sphero of sanctification:is here oxoluded, since the context

urges not sanctification byt regonerations

Cfe Isaish 61, 10
46) Cf. Rome 13, 14
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Very adoguately the Weimar Bible explains the passages "Wie
Vvielc unter euch das Sukrement der Heiligen Taufe ampfangen habt,
vweloche im Nouen Tostement en Stelle der Beschneldung eingesest ist,

" Koles 2, 11, die haben Christum und seine Gerechtigkeit durch dem

Glouben angozogen und sind in die Gemeinschaft aller seiner Gueter
gekommen," This interpretation is both Soriptural and textual end
satisfies every demand of the contaxte The Interrational Oritical
Commenteory, generelly relisble dootrinally, novertheless says:”To -
put on Christ is to become as Ohrist, to have His standing; in this
context, to beoome objeots of the divine favor, sons of God, es He
is the Son of God (?)sesIt is a substantiation (yde ) of tho assertion
of ve 26, that they are sons of God, drewn from an interpretation of
the signifiocnce of thoir Baptism.”

Bongol oxpiding the passage thuss "Den Roemischen Juenglingen
vurde zum Zoichen der Froiheit ein Ehremkleid ("toga virilis") ange-

gopcne Christug will Paul sagin, ist euer Ehrenklold; men '.wu::teiit
ouch nicht mchr nech dem, wes ihr zuvor geweésen soid; ihr seid jetzt
in Christo, ihr geid Ohristi, und so geld ihr alle gleichs Christus
ist Gottes Solm, und in ilm seid Ihr Gottes Kinder," Meyer reuurks
to )(P“ﬂ“v ZvedicdPs 1 "Laying aside the figure, according to the
connection, Paul mosns to says Ye have appropriated the same peculiar
state of 1life, that is, the very ssme specific relation to God, in
which Christ stands; oonu-quenﬂy as Ho is the Son of God, ye have
lixewise entered into the somship of God, ;lmoly. by mesns of the
RVED puet vfo&tci«s recsived at Baptiem,” Dre Kretgmam avers: ™dur
baptisn was done in Chriét, u:to Christ, we have thereby enfered into
the most intinate relation with Christeess In aud vith Christ we are
olothed with His innooence, righteousness, wisdom, power, salwation,
spirit, and life."
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Reformed exegetes violently oppose this explemation, which
Lutherans, end before them, the old church fathers have given to these
wordss But no matter whob they may do to weeken tha foroe of the text,
the fact remeins that §t. Paul says here substantially that which he
srofeased in Rome 6, 3 and 1 Oors 12, 13, namely, fhnt Baptism 18 en
efficacious moans of grace by which we are regenerated and thus be-
oome God's doar childran.

Luther conolusively interprets the passage when he writes: "Christum
onziehen ist ein geistlioh Angiehen und geht so su, dasz die Seele sich
Christi und aller seiner Gerechtigkeit ammimmnt als ihres eigenen Gutes" 47).

Do  BRHESIANS 5, 26-27

"Husbands, love your ovn wives, even as Ohrist loved the amssembly,
end gave Himself up for it, that He might senotify it, having oleqnaed
(1t) by the washing of water by the Vord, thet He might present it -
to Hinsolf glorious the assembly (Church), not having spot, or Ii:rinkle.
or any of such things, but thot it might be holy end blomeless."

The Epistle to the Ephesians was written in 62 A.De, the samo year
in vhioh thect to the Golossiens was composed, though the il.l.ttcr may
have boen penned a little before that to the E;hesians. At any rate,
it .resents a passage on Baptism that is truly remarkeble for its

olarity of expressions ! ¢

As in Romans and First Oorinthians, 8t. Paul also here urges
Baptisn as e ground for samctifications Husbends should love their
wives, oven as Christ loved the Church end gave Eimself for it. The
lovy of a husbend toward his wife should therefore be a true, deep,
abiding, self-sacrifiocing loves But the subjeot of Christ's perfect
divine love for the Church is so remerkable to the apostle that he
bestows great attention upon the matters Only in verse 28 does he
return to his subjeot, ssylng, "o ought men to lovettheir wives

47) Luther, St. Louls Edition, XII, 266
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Reformed exegetes violently oppose this explanation, which
Lutherans, and before them, the old church fathers have given to these
wordss But no matter what they may do to weakem the foroe of the text,
the faot remeins that 8t. Paul says here substentially that which he
+rofeased in Rome 6, 3 and 1 Core 12, 13, namely, ‘I‘;hat Baptism is an
efficacious moans of grace by which we are regenerated and thus be-
come God's deer childram.

Luther conolusively interprets the passege when he writes: "Christum
onziehen ist ein geistlioh Angiehen und geht so su, dasg die Seele sich
Christi und eller seiner Gereohtigkeit axmimnt als ihres eigenen Gutes" 47).

Do BRHESIANS 5, 26-27

"Husbands, love your ovn wives, even as Ohrist loved the assembly,
end gave Himself up for it, that He might senotify it, having olesmsed
(it) by tho washing of water by the Vord, thet He might presemt it
to Hinsolf glorious the assembly (Ohurch), not having apot, or wrinkle,
or any of such things, but thut it might be holy end blcmelesss”

The BEpistle to the Ephesians was written in 62 AsDe; the samo year
in whioh thet to the Colossians was coaposed, though the :.I.ntter mney
have boen penned a little before that to the Ejhesianse At any rate,
it .resents a passage on Baptism that is truly remarkable for its
olarity of expressions ]

As in Romans and First Oorinthians, St Paul also here urges
Baptisn es a ground for sanotifications Husbends should love their
vives, even aa Ohrist loved the Churoh end gave Eimself for it - The
love of & husbend toward his wife should therefore be a true, deep,
abiding, self-sacrifioing loves But the subjeot of Christ's perfect
divine love for the Ohurch is so remarksble to the apostle that he
bestows great attention upon the matters Only in verse 28 d;.l he

return to his subjeot, ssying, "So ought memn to loﬁﬁ';!shdr wives
47) Luther, 8ts louls Edition, XII, 266 ;
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@8 their ovn bodies. He that loveth his wife, loveth himself,"
Betwoen thoso two verses, which treat of the love of husbands for
their wives, Ste Paul glorifies the self=sacrifioing love of Christ,
the head of His Church, which is His spiritual brides That beloved
bride, Christ, the sinless Son of God, desires to resent as a
glorious Church, not having spot, or wrinkdd, or sny such thing,
but being holy und without blemish 48), For that roason Christ
gave Hiaself for His Churohs The agostle does not here demy the fact'
that Christ is the propitiation for the sins of the whole world 48),
or that He is the Lemb of God whioh taketh eway the sins of the world 50);
but what he wishes to emphasize is the intimate, holy, perfect relation
that exists between Christ and His Ohurch, end this in order that hue-
bands may emulate this wonderful uaion in their ovn marriages The
most porfect and blissful union that exists $s-thus made to serve us
for sn example which we are to follow in holy wedlocks

VEkat 15 %o us of speolal interest in this discussion off the doo= -
trine of Baptism is the apostle's statement in verse 26, where'he
showis thrt the Savior's whole selfegiving love was spent in order tin.t :
Ho might senctify end olecnse the Church, His bride, with the washing
of water by the Viord, tha dmiv Syden KB«pleas 1§ dovips W Shuares v Aipcer’,

" From what we have so far learned in the s tudy of the passages in Romans,

First Qorinthians, end Galatians, this expression oamnot surprise us

- us as odd or as subject to miswiderstandings Xf Baptism in the estimation

of Sts Paul means so much thet it putu'ua into fellowship with Ohrist’'s
death ond resurrestiony 42 it unites us into one spiritual body with
Ohrist, if it causes us to put on Ohrist with His entire rlghtoou‘mou.
in dther words, if is roslly an efficacious meens of grace, then we

cannot understand the expression "with the washing of water by the Word,"

in any other sense that Lutheran theologians have always understood it,

48) 0f. v. 27
49) Gf, 1 Jokn 2,2
50) Ofs 1 John'l, 29
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Whet interests us esseolally about this passsge is that the apoatic
here for the first time dofines Holy Baptimm, which he has not done
in the previous passagess Enthusiastho thoologians oamnot deny
thnt the roforence hero is clearly to Baptism, though they do try
to deny what here Paul expressly deolsres Baptism to be, namely,
e "waghing of water by the Worde"

Just that is what Baptisn 1s, not simple wator only, but nter
conprohended in God's comuend and comnected with God's Worde Thst ig

Luther's dofinition of Baptism end it rests upon this very passage.
In Baptiem thore 1s water; yet it is not the water itself that saves,

but the Viord which is in and with the water, as Luther declaress That

it is the Word, the Gospel, that makes this divine washing a means of

grece, Paul explains in greater cich.t]. in one of the passages follow~

ing, Titus 3, Se But even without this passage the meaning of this
text is oleers According to Paul in 2 Core 5, 19, "God was in Chriet,
reconciling the world usto Himself, not imputing thelr troapuuea’
unto them; and hath committed u:to is the word of roconciliation”,
Christ by His perfect vicarious obedience has n.ooui'od a complete
atonement for the sins of the whole worlde But this full atonement,
this all-suffioient satisfection, He offers, conveys, and seals to
men through the moans of gracs, the Word end the Sacramentss The
Secraments are tme mosns of grace, just because the Word or truo
Gospel promise is comneoted with theme It is the Word that renders
then efficacious §1)e Baptiem is then God's "washing of water by the
Word"s In it sins are weshed away, are forgiven in agreement with the
Gospol promige that off'ers us pardon and peaces No wonder that 8te
Paul here predicates of Baptism a oleansing, sanotifying powers It

1s God's most certain obsolution conneoted with a wisible sign; there-
fore, "a visible Word", '

e E e U e et

51) Rom, 1, 16
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Thoolozians, gulded by the text end not permitting themselves
to bo misled by reason, have alwsys interpreted this clear text in the
menner just shovme Heyor, though his exegeals on this point is not
entiroly in accordance with the Luthorin dootrine of Baptism, since
ho separrtos the "oleansing by the Word" from the "washing of water",
nevertheloss says: " T Aevrsis Tl 't’la'as ves denotes the well=
knovn bath of woter suz’ :fo;o:r s 1s0s, "preeminently”, vhich is
adninistercd by Baptisme We have thus hero not simply on &llusion to
Buptiom, but a designation of the deme b52)¢ By pRm« is meant
the Gospel, Ts fip< Tis WicTmi65) ond here stands without the article,
beoauso, denoting the Viord wer’ :’f-,‘pfv s 1465, "preeminently®, it -
could be treated 1ike a proper moun, such as vexos X<pig o and
the like", Ho admits however thet meny other exogetes (preeminently
Luther): "by tho water-bath in the Word") comnect £V pwpeze with
TS doveps Te¥ Jfl.zros o Bengel says very desoriptively: "ir
habon hior ein troffliches Zeugnis fuer den Wert der Taufe, Tit. 3, 5,
wolche ihre roinigende Kraft in dem mit dem Wasser verbundenen Wort Hat,
Johe 15, 3. Er het sio gereinigt im Wort durch das Bad dos Wassers."

Tho Woimar Bible explains the expression "washing of water by the Word" i
thus: "Durch die heilige Taufe, in welcher Wesser und Wort mit einander
verbunden sinde" This evidently is the sense of ‘!_:hg ‘phrase,’ whi.o?x
states the important truth, taught in other pleces in the Pauline
Epistles, that Beptiem is an efficacious mesns of grace by which we =
obtain regeneration snd ssnotification through the very Word which is |
"in and with tho water™s

1

Be 00L« 2, 10-12

'« "ind ye erc in Hin complete, who is the head of all principality

and i.uthori.ty. in whom clso ye were oiroumoized with eiroumoision not
made by hand, in the putting off of the body of the sins of the flesh,

in .B2) Cfe Tite 3,:5; .1 Oakeily, Ll v, .
55) Gf. Rem, 10, 8; sph..'é.'i% Hobs 6, &




in the ciroumeision of the Christ, having been buricd with Hinm in
Bagtism, in which also yo wero raised with Him through the feith of the
working of God who raised Him from emong tho deads"

The Epistlc-: to tho Golossians was composed about theo ssme time
as that o the Ephosians, though perhapw a little before it, and
Proscnts many of tho samo truths which Sts Paul urges to the Ephe-
siange In the shapter from which our rassage is taken, 8t. Paul
urgos his roaders to bo faithful to their lLord, to avoid ungodly
philosophy end empty tradition, the idolatrous worship of angels,
and tho legal coremonies, which in Ohrist were terminateds Oub
passage, in partioular, is used by 8t. Paul as an argument to avoid
philosophy ond wain deceit; for, as ho argues, "Ye are complete in
Him, which is the Head of all principality and suthoritys." Luther
remarks on this verse: "Ihr habt's gans wid gar, wemn ihr Christus
hebt, duorft ihr nichts weiter suchen,”

In verces 11 and 12 the apostle next shows why Christians arc
complote in Christes Tho glst of the two verses is: "You are in
Ohrist, that is, joined to Him, because you have been circumoized
vith the circumoision without hemds, by whioh, because it is the
olircumcision of Ghrl.at.- the body of the sins of the flesh was put
offe The reference in verse 11 is oclearly to the oircumoision of the
0ld Tostenents That was made with hands by the priests, and it put
off o part of the flesh, nemely, the foreskin. But just this is
Peul's argumentesethe New l‘aatmt_ believers are circumoised with
a aore effective oircvusision, namcly, that of Christ, by which the
whole body of tho sins of the flesh is put offe The apostle thus
speaks of the spiritusl circumeision of the New Testement, and to
make himself fully understood, he adds in the next verse that what he
means is, that his readers were buried with Christ in Beptimm, by




by which ulso they were risen through the faith whioh the cmnipotent
God, who relsed Chrigt from the desd, works by that very spiritual
ciroumcicion, or Baptisi,

A8 vie seo, Ste Poul's dootrine concerning Holy Baptiem is always
the ssme, whother ho treats it in Romana, First Corinthians, Gﬂaﬂm,
Ephosiens, or here in Colossiens, Baptias is to him en efficacious
meens of gronoe, not a mere signse It is "a washing of water by the Vord",
in which the Holy Spirit operates toward the regeneration of the baptized,
and not with feeble power, but with that almighty power by which God
raised Christ from tho deads Hegatively, Baptim'oleunsas from s‘in:
positively it puts the baptized person into possession of all the
spiritusl gifts vhich Christ geoured for menkind by Hia death and
roswrroction. In our passgge special interest attaches to the fact

thut the apostle here toaches that in the Now Testement, Baptism has
taken the plece of the 0ld Testement ceremonial oiroumcision, it -
being 1tgelf o sriritual oiroumoisions Howsver, slready in the
0ld Tostement, ciroumcision was already & sign and phBdge of divine
grace 54),

The Weimer Bible remarks in ite simple, yithy way:s "Wle Christus
ist fuor unsere Suonde gestorben u:d begraben worden, so seid ihr in
der. Taufe dor Suende abgestorben, in welchem (Christo) ihr auch seid
geistlicher Vieise auferstanden sum beuen Leben durch den Glauben an
ihn, den Gottes wirkt, welcher Gloube nicht ist ein Werk natuerlicher
menschlicher Krsefte, sondern Gott wirket demselben, wolcher ihn
(Christun) euferveokt 43t von den Totens™ Thet menifestly is tho
sense of these words, Bmgol.m-itaéton verse 113 "Bel der juedischen
Besohnoidung wurde die Vorhaut entfernt; in der netitestementliochen
Beschneidung soll der gense Leib entfernt werdens Das Auszichen des
Lelbos ist ein milder Ausdruok fuer dem Tods"

54) Of. Rom. 4, 11 ££




Anothor point that is of special importence to us in this

Pasassge 1s tho fact that the apostle conneots faith with Baptism,

tolling his heorers that they were buried end risen with Christ in
Buptism through the faith of the operstion of God, Henoe he plainly
rejects the Romanistio doctrine of e mechanical action (ex opere

Operato) in Baptisn, end he expressly tells us that God in Baptism
Sngendered thot feith by which we have fellowship with His desth

and resurrections Our passage thus says the seme thing that Luther
emphusizes in his Smell Catechism, when he decleres that it is not
the water that does such mirasles of grace, but the Viord of God that
is in ond with the water, end faith which trusts such Tiord of God in
the wator, .

The enthusinstio exegetes, whether Reformed, papistic, or other-
wiise, find it hard to deal adequately with these passagess Oontrary
to the olear words of the text, they inwariably assert that the Knly

Spirit worlce regeneration apert from the momns of grass, th:a Word and

tho Snoraments Yet so forceful ond lucid are the words of Holy Sorip-
ture that they, when trying to be objective, must admit that the
Lutherans in their intorpretations of the ;passage are rights The
Criticel end Explenatory Commentary thus sayss "Baptism is regerded as
the burial of the old cernal 1ifc," Meyer writes ontthe passages
"Through the fellowship of Christ's death man dies as to his sinful
nature so that the Gwpe tij apm'j 55) ceasen to 1live, amd by means
of tho felloviship of His buriel is put offy The immersion in Baptiem,
in acoordance with its riailarity to liurl.ql. huuuein;._:bhat Buptiam
trenslates into the feliowship of the death of Christ (Rome G, 3)es &
burial slong with Christ, Rome 6, 4." pp, Kretsmenn in his Popular

Coxmentary sayss "The eiroumoision of Ohristeess is Baptimm, That is

the visible means ‘l which the Lord works rgomnt.ton in our hearts.

65) Ofe v, 11




The Old Adem in us wes mortally wounded when the Lord received us
as His ovn in Baptien."

Also this passage deoleres only vhat Peul hes olresdy teught in
tho pesscges which we heve considered bef;are'. To him Baptism is a
spiritual dircumoision, & means of grace, by which, through faith,
God vorks theroin, the body of sin is put off end the baptiged is

-engrafted into lellowship with Ohrist, enjoying all His spiritual

merits of forgiveness of sin, 1ife and-salvation,

Fo TITUS 3, 5-7

"Not by works which were in righteousness which we prectised,
but aocording to His meroy He saved us, through the washing of regen-
eration and the renewing of the Holy Ghost, which He poured out on
us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, that being justified by
His graco, we should beoome heirs according to the hope of life
eternal,”

The Epistle to Titus was written in 67, tem years later than
First Corinthians. It was addressed to a minister of Gﬁriat and is
therofore rather theologiocal in content, that is, it sets forth es-
peoivrlly those points of doctrine which a Christien minister must
insist upon ngainst all errorists who deny Christ and aalntion by
felth in Christ's blood, Titus should preach the Word faithfully,
especially since God has graciously resoued us from sin and its
dreadful consequences §6), aftor the kindness and love of God had
appeared to man in Christ 57)s This rescuing by the kindness eand
love of God ocourred nct on account of any works of righteousness vhioch
we have dano nwho were delivered from sin, but sofely by God's meroy 58)
in Ohrist our Sevior 59)s This is the sequence of thought in this
passages Sinners were deliverod from perdition by the grase of God

through faith in Christ, the Savior of the world.

86) CLfe Va
87) Cfe Vo
58) Ofs v
59) CLs Vo
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But now the epostle eXplains also the direot means 'tw whioh God
has seved Christian bolieverse St. Paul says thet God saved them
"by the weshing of regmmeration and renewing of the Holy Ghost”, Sx
Movzped mhjam'cs i mxav‘dus“i;‘f::? In the light of the pase
s8gos vhioh hove been alroady oonsidered, there oan be no doubt as
to th.e mecning of this striking phrase. Vith 8t Peaul Bagytism was
oentral in tho whole dootrine of Christian sslvation, not incidemtal,
not secondary. Alweys he speaks of it as sccomplishing wonderful
things, putting the baptized into fellowship with Christ's death end
resurrcotion, sanotifying snd oleansing him, uniting him with the
spiritual body of Christ, etce.s Henoe when the Veimar Bible exvlains
those words to mean: "Durch die Heilige Taufe, welche ist das selige
Hittel, wodurch der Heilige Geist die Wiedergeburt und Erneuerung in
vg wickt," no one who really studies the tazt objectively oan deny
thet this is the real meening of the wordss The Critionl and Ex=-
Planetory Commontary here guotes Colvin who writes on this passages
"The apostles are wont to draw en argument from the Secraments to
prove the thing therein signified, because it ought to be a recogniszed

prinoiple emong the godly, that God does mot moock us with empty signs,

but by His power imwardly (1) makes good what He demonstrates by the
outwerd sign (7). Wherefore Baptisn is congruously end truly called
the laver of regenerations ¥e must conneot tho sign end the thing

signified, so es not to meke the sign empty and ineffectual; and yet

not, for the sako of homoring the sign, to detrzot from the Holy Spirit

whet s peoulierly His." 60)

This exegesia of Oclvin is opposed to the cleer reading of the
text, which says that God saves us by the washing of regensration and
renewing of the Holy Ghosts The expression an'u'v in St Paul's
epistles, whenever he writes of the means by whioh regeneration takes

60) Ofe 1 Pets 3, 21
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Place, con only mern Bagtism, ond the genstives u\wnrm'ds and
dvawerydicewg are desoriptive, deploting what kind o2 laver
Baptism is, namely, one by which the Holy Ghost regenerates and
senctifiess Any othor exsgesis does violence to the texts Against
Belvin let us say that St, Paul doey not separate the Holy Spirit
from the Sacrament, but joins tlem and unites thedr actios in such
& way thet ve oan soy direotly: "Beptism saves us" 61)s We quote
this folse oxplonation of Onlwin to show, on the one hend, how
wiroasonably the Rofornod distort the clesr text of Boripture be-
oause of their enthusiastic prejudices against the Sacresments, and,
on the other, to demonstrate, how, hovertheless, all their false
exegosis cumot convinoe the unbiased reader that what Peul here
toaches is roally the Lutheran toechings The sinful prejudice of
enthusiestic exegetos revesls itself in svery atiemot on their part
to moke the Soripture text say what roally it does not say., Among
Luthersn exegetes thero is no substantial difference of interprete-

tion @n this pnssages Heyer says: “"The oxpression <o t‘wtp;r luh”rrm'ds

Kol dwiNetvidscs wvglpavos ofyiov hag been wery arbitrarily in-
terpreted by some expositors; some teking Awr’_‘v es a figurative
neme for the regemerctio itself, or for tho predicatio evangelii,

or for the Holy Spirit, or for the abundant imparting of the Spirit,
From Ephe 5, 26 it is olear that it oesn mesn nothing else then Bap-
tism" 62). Later he says:"Baptism is to the apostle what he says of
it here, that is, the meens of the new birth or renewal by the Holy
Spirit", The genetive 'lv&v'pi.tg E,;'.v . Meyer sorrectly explains
as the genetive of the efficient osuse: the regeneration and renewal
wrought by the Holy Spirite Drs Kretsmemn writes: “This selwvation
has been transmitted to us through the washing of regemeration, God

usos a washing of water, Holy Baptism, as a neans to trensmit and

61) Cf. 1 Pets 3, 21
62) Cfe Hebe 10, 23; Cors 6, 11; Aots 22, 16
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8eal to the bollever the inestimecble benefits of salvations Through
Baptism, regeneration is wrought in the heart of man; he is born
anew to a vionderful spiritusl 1ife."” «

This passege is the one generally guotad by Lutheran theologians
t2 show that Beptiem really is a trus mesns of grace, by which the
Holy Ghost regonerates end sanctifice simners. This brief discussion
proves that true Lutherans haﬁ every good reason to abide by our
interprotation, wnd that the false explanation of enthusiestio theo-
logiens only proves that they do not want to accept the soriptural
truth which God's ¥ord tesches so olearly conoerning the Saorament
of Holy Baptiem.

Ge HEBREVS 10, 22

"iie should epproach with a true heart, in full assurance of
fuith, having been sprinkled (as to) the hesrts from a wicked con-
soience, -and having been washed (as to) the body with pure waters"

This passage mey be touched upon, because it is so very correctly
reforred to as supporting the passages of the Pauline epistles on
Bagtism which have been oonsidered so fars lihether Ste Paul really wrote
the epistle to the Hebrews is of oourse gueationeble, but the ancient
tradition is rather hard to disprove, and, in the end, the nampﬁm
of the Pauline authorship best meets all the exigencies of the grout
problen of the authorship, Be that as it may, this passage is in
full accordance with whatover Sts Paul treats on Baptism in the pas-
ssges alrecdy studieds Also here the reference to Holy Baptism appears
in & striking olimax, and here, too, the reference is made for thé aake
of the Christian 1ife vhich the addressed Ohristians were to.live.

The Apostle's argument is &la. briefly: Because we have a diw=
ine High Priest, who has made a perfeot saorifice for our sius, let us




both draw nigh to God in full assurance of faith 63) and lot us hold
fast the profession of our faith without wavering €4)e What else

tho apostloe writes in verse 22b, very well desoribes those believers
who ghould draw nesr with u true heart in full assurence of faith and
hold fast to its .rofession, They ere such as have their hearts
Sorinkled from on evil consoience and their bodies washed with pure
wetare The first oxpiession, as the Veimar Bible points out, olearly
points to the blood of Ohrists "Mit dom Blut Ohristi des unschuldigen
Loemmleins Gottes besprengt," 1 Pete 1,2; the sesond, as the same Bible
shows, points to Baptism: "Nioht mit blossem, schlechten Wassér, mit

velchem dio Levitischen Priester bel Verrichtung des Gottesdienstes
Pfogten zu reinigen, sondern mit dem allerheiligsten Wssser der Taufe,
6ls nit dem Bad der Wiedergeburt und Erneuerung des Heiligen Geistes,
Titus 5, Ge" The two statements are therefore noct exelusive, but
inolusive, Thoso who are sprinkdid are also nghod, and both the
sprinkling end the washing are why believers should hold fast to the
profossion of their feithe Ohrist has sprinkled them with His blood
end washed them with His baptismal water, so that they are now fully
clecnsed. And this gracious work of God, perfomedd in their regeneration,
should move them to profess the Christian faith with great confidence
end boldnosse Such is the general comnection of the two important
expressionse

The New Testament with Notes writes on verse 223 "Let us-draw

near toGodonHiathroneofﬁrﬁo. our hearts sprinkled and our
bodies washod: The reference is to the conseoration of the Levitical

Priests by the sprinkling of the blood and the washing of water, Lev.

8, B 23, 244 30, which shedowed forth the trus conseoration of bee

lievers to thoir spiritual priesthood by the sprinkling of the blood

of Christ and the washing of regeneration amd renewing of the Holy Ghost,65)" .

Cfs ve 23

gzi Cfs ve 22
65) Ofe Mrtus 3, 5; 1 Pets 1, 23 2, 6




If now this populer commentary would have gono & step farther and
declured that what the text here aotually means, ises Holy Blpﬂlﬂ..
the its oxegesis would be fully oorre;t and complete; for just that
is what the epostle Psul mesnse
Hoffut, = Liborslist, writing iu The Invernstional Oritical
Commentary, though he himself rejects the Lutheren doctrine of
Bagtism us o ueuns of grace, nevortheless says on verse 22:
"The writer adds M\ou’r'm'ri saps Sen webapsd , esting that
Baytiem corresponded to the bathing of priests (e.g., in Lev,
16, 14). Once and for all, at Baptism (1Pet. 3, 21), Christ-
ians heve been thus purified from their guilty stains by the
effioacy of Christ's saorifice (more especially by the «ime
Savviewed of 12, 24), What room then can theroc be in the
minds for enything but faith, a confident faith, that draws
neer to God, sure that there is no longer anything between
Iin and themf"
The foroe of the text is so great that even this liberal exegete,
twying to be fuir to the words of Soripturs, must aduit the Luthe
oren dootrine of Baptism, nemely, that it is a true washing of
rogeneration and renewing of the Holy Ghosts
If we were not confined to limits, the historical ond grem-
matiocal clements of the texts might be treated in unlimited detail,
Yot oven by this simple treatment of the texts in their comneotion
and their mutuel relation to one another the faot has been demon-
strated that Paul really end fully teaches that Baptisn is o mesns
of grace, a true weshing of regenerastion and remewing of the Holy
Ghost, end that in the Psuline Evisties he toachiés those very five
points on Baptism which our Confessions so greatly emphasize, nsmely,
those oonserning the mode, the nature, the efficacy, the right use,
énd the signifiounce of this saving Saoraments Our Confessions _
stand on Soriptural goound when they say of Baptism what they do say,

and may God grant us grace that we may abide by this Soriptural truthl
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ERRORS OF ENTHUSIASH OPPOSING THE LUTHERAN DOCTRINE

This diaoussion.on this matter must be necessarily brief, but
@ longer dicussion of enthusiastic errors is hardly necessary, since,
in tho discussion of the passagos themselves, the chief errors of the
Enthusiasts were already rofuteds Hemce 1ittle more than a tabulation
follows:

In the first place the Reformed Enthusiasts teach that the Word
end tho Sacrements are not the true meens of grace byiwhich God desires
to impart to us His Spirit and grace, but mere symbols snd outward
tlgns 66)e This faloe dootrine is opposed to all the pessages con-
sidered, for in ell of them the apostle asoribes regoneration and |
ronewal to the meens of grace, in particular, Holy Baptism.

In the secoond place, the Reformed Enthusiasts seperate the work
of tho Holy Ghost fram the means of grece. But this again 1s contrary
€o the passagos studied, for in them the apostle expressly says that
tho Christians to vhom he writes wero clemed. by ( i), which denotes
instrumantality 67).

In the third place, tho papistic’ and Greek orthodox enthusiasts
teach thet Christ hos instituted seven Sacrsments 68)s Bub Ste Paul
in his epistles nover mentions eny other Sacraments as means of grace
then Baptisn and the Lord's Supper 69).

In the fourth place, pspistic enthusiasts teach in various forms

that the officaoy of the Saorsments dopends in some wuay

66) Cf. Zwingli's Fidei Ratlo; Ede ':opﬂm. s;;b:ﬂ' Gumth;:; -
Po re Symbolik 269 £f'e} ar 85 Pe ) .
67) crfunph. 6, 253 :11':.95. 53 etos Ofs Guenther, Populaere s,-bonk.
Pe 270; Popular Symbolics, ps 269
; Cfe Guenther, Symbolik, pe 286; Popular Symbolics, pe 104, 111,
69) Of's The pessages tweated, and those treating of the Holy Supper
and the Gospel as meeans of grace, I Cor. 1, 213&!;. 10, 273
Ise §5, 11, etos :
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on the piety and purpose of the administrent 70)s But the texts
considered show that Ste Paul did not teach such a doctrine; hemce, it
must be rejected as falses

In the fifth place, the Papistic enthusiasts teach that the
Saoramonts impart grace mechanically (ex_opere operato) 71)e But in
Gale 3, 26. 27; Cole 2, 10-12; etos, Sty Paul either directly or
indirectly teaches that faith receives the gifts offered by God in
the means of grace,

In the sixth place, some enthusiasts teach that Baptism has not
boen instituied as a Sacrement to be celebrated till the end of time 72)e
But in the passages considered, Ste Paul speaks of the Sacraments as
those meams by which God wishes to deal with simers; nor does he say
anything about thoir heving been only a temporary appointment,

In the seventh place, some enthusiasts insist that Baptism must
take plece by immersion 73), But in the passages considered, St Paul
does not stress any particular mode to the exclusion of otherss :

In the eighth place, papistic emthusia sts limit the efficacy of
Holy Daptiom to original sins and actusl sins committed before Baptism 74]e

But this error coniradiots Ephe 5, 255 Tite 3, 63 and other clear pas=
sages treating of Holy Baptisms

In the ninth place, paphstio emthusiasts insist that by Baptlsm
thero is impressed upon the baptized and indelible character (charscter
indelibilis) 75)s But Ste Paul in the passegos studied does not men~
tion such en indelible characters

70) Cfe Guenther bolik, ps 292 Popular Symbolios, ps 105, 252by 234
71) Cf. Guml:her: mbolﬂ:, pe 282; Popular Symboliocs, Pe 113.[ 233,

72) Cf. Guenther, Symbolik, p. 295 f£fj Fopular Symbolios, pe 1l4a

73) Ofe Guenthor, Symbolik, ps 296 '‘ff; Popular Symbolios, pe2lle 2
7¢) Cf. Guenther, Symbolik, p. 298 ff; Popular Symbolios, ps H‘g. z?s
75) Cf. Guenther, Symbolik, p. 307 £f; Popular Sykboliocs, p. 119,
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