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(CHAPTER ONE g 4 o

WYNEKEN AND LOEHE;. AND THE BEGINNINGS OF THE /<’ . ./ ..

GERMAN MISSION'WORK /IN AMERICA
i

The work of Friedrich Konrad Dietrich Wyneken will
always be mentioned with respect in any history of the
Lutheran Church in America, for it was he who by means of
his appeals and letters to the varlous assoclations in his
fatherland, Germany, aroused the interest of Loehe and others
towards mission-work in this country.

This man, one of the three men (Walther, Wynek?p, Sihler)
who were the master builders of the Missouri Synod,*'/;ras born
May 13, 1810, at Verden, in the former kingdom,of Hen\gaver.
During his early 1ife he was well educated, and having fin-

ished the college course in his home town, he continued and
extended his education by studying theology at Goettingen and
Halle, o]

After his theological studies were completed, he further-
ed his geographical and social lknowledge by traveliing through
France and Italy as the private tutor of & young nobleman.
Later he became the rector of a Latin school at Bremervoerde.

During his student days at Halle and by means of his
private Bible-study, he had come to-know his Savioi*r, and
having read a missionary report felling of the spiritual

needs and destitution of the German settlers in North Am-

erica, he of his own free will came to Baltimore, ‘Marylend,. .. — ..

in 1838,+'l'reaching the shores of this country about six

/)—*' Concordia Cyclopedia, p.ggg\ v
Concordia Cyclopedia, .p v AUty
) \‘:-j Hageman, "Friedrich Kc’mrad Dietrioh Wyneken", 1926 -
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months before the Saxons reached the Mississippi Valley.

In Baltimore he soon came in contact with Rev. J.

€
H .
aesb%t, wpg at first was somewhat suspicious, regarding

him as a swindler, but finally his suspicions were allayed,
énd Wyneken supplied ‘for him for several months, Later
Pastor Haesbart suggested to the Pennsylvania Ministerium
that Wyneken be sent West to Indiana for the purpose of
gathering into congregations the scattered "Protestants\"/-
and this was then done.

"From Zelienople, Pa,, where he had purchased a
horse and supplies, Wyneken struck out across Ohio by
the shortest route to Indiana. Certainly a daring un-
dertaking for a man unaccustomed to riding a horse and

\\- unacquainted with the meager trails which led through
the primeval forest. Some forty miles from the Indiana
and Ohio State line Wyneken ceame upon a German settle-
ment. The exact location of this settlement camnot now
’ be determined, but i1t is probeble that it was located
4 & 1in the present Auglaze County in the vieinity of Wapa-
koneta, where Germans are known to have settled as
early as 1833. Wyneken tarried with these people for
eight days, preaching the Word of-Aife every day and

baptizing their children of all ages." * 7%

After he completed this long and arduous journey to
Indiana, he arrived at Fort Wayne, where he succeeded Jesse
Hoover as the pastor of a small congregation. In addition
to this he performed the duties of a traveling missionary
throughout the region of Northern Indiana;\ and adjoining
portions of Michigan and Ohio with apostolic zeal and hero-
18m.¥* ‘Hoover had died after only a short ministry in Fort
Wayne, and Wyneken had consented to serve as pastor provided
he be permitted to carry on missionary work beyond the limits

of his own parish.

/tf % Goncordia Historical Institute Quarterly, Vol,10, No.4.
o) Art.:'!The Missouri Synod in Northwestern Ohiof + Maassel,
</ ¥%* g, J. Fritschel, ‘Geschichte der Iutherisbhen fiirc];gp_

in Amerika,' 1896, pp. 129-131, '
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Many tales can be told of the hardships which he had
to endure,

"He ate whatever the poor settlers placed before
him; he slept when they made a resting-place for him,
on hay or straw or in a bed--it made no difference to
him. When he ceme home from these journeys, worn and
spent, sometimes drenched to the skin, sometimes chill-
ed to the bone, he always took care of his horse first,
and then he went into the house to care for his own needs.
'More than once he lost his way in the woods at night.
Once he thought he would let his horse find the way out.
Suddenly the failthful animal stood still and could not
be urged to take another step. 'There must be something
in the way,' the rider said to himself and loudly began
to call for help. Then he heard somgone open a door not
far away, and the light of a lantern which penetrated the
darkness showed him why his horse would not move. It
stood close to a mill-pond....;\Wyneken spent the night
with the miller and in the morning continued his circuilt.
sseyAnother time he saved his life only by lying down
on his stomache lengthwise _on a log in a swamp and stay-
ing there until morning." ™%/

Much more could be told, but this will suffice to give an
example of his difficulties.

In 1841 he married Sophie Buuck of Adems Co., Ind., and
in the same year he returned to Germany. There were several
reasons for this, One was that he had contracted a serious 7
throat disease from his travel\l\ing through woods and swa.nps,:*gxi'\/‘:
Another recason was the request of the General Body that was
assembled in convention at Baltimore, But the main reason
was his burning desire to gain help in the great task lying
upon him and the Lutheran Church. G. Jensen, sent by the
Stade Mission Society along with Bartels in answer to Wyn-
eken's -"Appeal for Aid for the German Protestant Church in
North America,™ took his place at Fort Wayne during his eb-

sence. + = : S
g # W.G.Polack, "The Bullding of a Great Church, " p.54+55.

_#% Neve-Allbeck, History of the Lutheren Church in

5 America «1824
< Concordiapﬂistorical Institute Quarterly, Vol.l, No.l,p.8:



While in Germany he travelled around, visiting many
places, lecturing and describing to all-i::c':onditions a8 he
had found them in America, hoping to arouse the Church in
Germany to greater missionary zeal., Perhaps we can best
Present his feelings concerning the situation in America
if we quote._from his own words:

o "You will find thousands of our people Who. ...."

datee have cast off the fetters of the.church, as well as of
the “state, do indeed live in outward decency, yet with-
out the Church, without hope, alas! even without any
desires for anything higher,...iThe ministers have
enough, yea more than enough, to 'do with those who vol-
untarily commit themselves to their spiritual care. But
who goes forth to the dens of infamy, into the busy fac-
tories, where carnal minds are laboring merely for the
bread of this present life?...:\Behold, here we need
missionaries who are burning with zeal for the Lord and
neither dread the pitying scoffs of the worldly, wis .

nor the diabolical laughter of abject 1ndeceno¥ﬂ-3*~ 7/

He continues with a picture of the privations and sui‘feririgs
of the settlers in the wilderness, how they are forced to
struggle constantly to gain a simple and often meager live-

lihood., Their religion forgotten because of distaste left . -« |

] ‘{l‘}f . A <3
o /by the rationalism which they left behind when they Yteft-2 = vk
i : o
Germany, they continue their labor even on the Sabbath-Pay.
He sums up the good that missionaries could do with the words:

"Picture to yourselves thousands of families scat-

tered over these extended tracts of land: The parents

N die without hearing the Word of God, no one arouses

and admonishes, no one comforts them, Now behold,
young and old are lying on their deathbeds; their soul
perhaps does not as much as give a thought to prepara-
tion for the solemn Judgment; but a servant of the Lord
would be able to direct the lost one to the holy God,
who outside of Christ is.consuming fire, but in Christ
a reconciled Father; he might by the grace of God and
the power of the Word lead the heart to repentance and
faith, and the dying soul would be saved, "—##¥.C~

?“(.* Dau, "Ebenezer," pp. 54-56-
)7 % Dau; "Ebenezer, " pp. 5’/7*58.
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Wyneken's activity ceme to the attention of Pastor »
Loehe of Neuendettelsau, Bavaria, who helped him to publish
~'The Distress of the Germen Lutherans in North America, s

Finelly, after stirring up interest in Germany that was
later to result in intensive work in America,':.ilz.e" ?d'é'é'i..ded to
return to America after having been away from his congregation
In Fort Wayne and the surrounding mission-field for a period
of almost two years. His last lettex;, written to Loehe while
still in Germany, on April 28, 1843, is very ezprqfessivm

"So Gott will ist dles der letzte Brief, den ich

e Thnen, fuer eine Zeit lang wenigstens, aus der lieben
Heimath zusende. Auf den 15, Mai ist meine Abreise
nach Amerika festgesetzt. Ich bitte Sie und die uebrig-
en Brueder, mich und mein Weib und Kind in Thre Fuer-
bitte zu nehmen, dasz uns der Herr den Abschied erleichtere
und uns wohl und gesund mit seiner allmaechtigen Rechten
ueber das Meer und in den Westen geleite, wie auch mich
zur segensreichen Verkuendigung unter den verlassenen i
Bruedern fernerhin staerken und kraeftigen moege. " % i
All this has so far been presented to show and indicate
the great importance of Wyneken's efforts both in America and
also in Germany. The value of his work can hardly be overes-
timated, for it was due to his appeals and insistence on help
for America from Germany that the work was really begun. When
he returned to America in 1843, the dawn of a better day was
breaking.
He soon left the mission-fizld in Indigp_a_ to become
Pastor Haesbart's successor in Baltimore, Msfr:yland,_ and still
later became one of the leaders of the Missouri Synod. Wyme-

ken gave impetus to German mission-work in North America, but

>t was up to Loehe from his parish in NeuendetEelsau to furnish

/) A4 Hageman, . "Friedrich Konrad-DPietrich-Wyneken," pp.3$3{-40.
/&) _%% "Kirchliche Mittheilungen," 1843, No. 4, p. 3. '

-
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funds, men, and his own zeal for its continuation. % /"f./

(1I1)

Johannes Konrad Wilhelm Loehe was born on February 21,
1808, in Fuerth, near Nuernberg. He completed his early
studies at the Gymnasium at Nuernberg. He became interested
in the study of theology, and, after preparing himself for
the ministry at Erlangen and Berlin, .,he‘beca.me pastor at

Neuendettelsau in Bavaria. Here he married Helene Andreae-

121

-Hebenstreit, who much to his sorrow, died six years later, ¥ '

To understand the true greatness of this man, a true
picture of the religious conditions in Germeny at this time
must be given. Rationalism was rampant in all of Germany.
Doubt and unbelief were to be encountered on all sides. The
true ‘meaning of the sacraments was being altered, and those ~
who were interested in the preaching of the Gospel had on
occasions to walk many weary miles to find a church whose
minister still taught his people the Word of God, At a time
1like this, when the Lutheran Church of Bavaria had also come
under the influence of these rationalistic teachers, Loehe,
in the small town of Neuendettelsau, stood forth as a leader -
among those who were still preacdhing the true Word of God.

He became famous as a preacher, organizer, and phil-
anthropist far beyond the confines of his town and country.
His comtemporaries have left many accounts of his great power

as a preacher; for example:

/3) % Neve-Allbeck, -'History of the Lutheran Church in
America, " pp. 182-183.
/) %% Concordia Cyclopedia, p. 413.

£
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"At 6 o'clock in the morning he gathered men of
all ranks sbout his pulpit, patr%ciangand peasant,
learned and unlearned, to listen to his marvelous
sermons. Like a prophet he 1lifted up his voice with-
out respect of persons., "e.o\y "It was such a preacher
who stood upon the pulpit of that village church, and
when he preached, it was as if a flame of fire pro-
ceeded from his lips. He spoke with the majesty and
the authority of a prophet, He was also a keen ob-
S8erver of human nature, so that he could touch the
inmost heart-strings of his hearers, and warn and plead
and point them to the only refuge for fallen mankind,
As might be supposed, the congregation of such a preacher
soon contained others than the peasants of the willage.
Men of all ranks and stations crowded around the poor
1ittle pulpit, and for all, high and low, learned and
unlearned, he had a message, " % /2

His influence was not confined to Germeny,; for in 1840

7

Loehe's attention was called to the sad condition Anto whieh' = .

the Lutheran immigrants to the Unitéd States of America -had-
fallen. His interest was aroused when he read “"The Appeal
for Aid for the German Protestant Church in North America, "'—
& paper issued by a small missionary society which had been
formed at the town of Staden. This '_Ai)peaI" quoted from
statements by the missionary Friedrich Wyneken (whose early
life and work has been sketched in the previous pages), and
So great was Loehe's interest that he gave it g;zeét publicity.

This he did by publishing an "Address to the Readers" in
the 1599391§ngen Sonntagsblatt, a paper edited by Pastor Wuch-
erer, from which comes the following quotation:

"Thousands of families, your brethren in faith,
possibly your brothers and sisters according to the
flesh, are hungry for the strengthening meat of the
Gospel. They cry out and implore you: Oh, help usl
Give us preachers to strengthen us with the Bread of

Life and to instruct our children in the teachings of
Jesus Christ., Oh, help us, or we are undone; Why do

/i*?}" h* Dau, "Ebenezer, " pp. 79+80.
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you not assist us? Consider the words: *What ye have
done. for Ehe least of these My Brethren, ye have done it
unto Me. "” Why do you not help us? Is that your love
of Jesus? Is it thus you keep His commandments?,. .y

It 1s literally true that many of our German brethren in
America thus complain, Besides,in many places there has
arisen a new danger. In no other country are there so
many sects as in North America. Some have even now
directed their attention to the settlements of our Ger-
man brethren and fellow-Lutherans. Strange labourers
would harvest where the Lord would call His own, Shall
our brethren no longer worship in the Church of their
fathers and instead recline in the lazarette$ of the
sects? Shall German plety decay in the New World under
the influence of human measures? I beg of you, for Je-
sus' sake, take hold, organize speedily, do not waste
yJour time in consultation. Hasten, hasten! The salva-
tion of immortal souls is at stake," ' /.

Thus did Loehe take his first step for the American
cause,

This stirring appeal sent out by Loehe, inspired by the
words of Wyneken, did not fall on deaf ears., It had results.
Money began to come in immediately, and soon Loehe had a
fund of 600 guilders, or in American money about $260. % /”
In addition, as the news was spread around Gérﬁérg, of the
need in America; men stepped forward to offer their services
as teachers and missionaries in the New World., The first
two men to do this were Adam Ernst, a cobbler's apprentice,
and George Burger, a native of Noerdlingen. These two men,
the first of the Sendlinge, as Loehe called them, were sent
to America in the fall of 1842,

After Wyneken's visit, Loehe, with Pastor Wucherer, hit
upon the idea of publishing a special paper; telling of the

progress of the work in America; as a means of obtaining

funds for their missionary endeavors. This was done because

V4 % Dau, "Ebenezer," pp.8038l. Fritschel, "Quellen und
Dokumente, " pp. 195-198.

#% Fritschel, "Geschichte der Lutherischen Kirche in
- Amerika, " 1896,



under the existing laws in Germany, the laws of the State
o/ 2
Church System, 1t was not permissdble to collect public

funds for a private undertaking. Thus in 1843; ‘;:.Ii'e,,.-"fircp-
; gz// ; L) QR o T
liche Mittheilungen aus und ueber Nord-Amerike™ was begun,

and it continued its existence till 1886. 8000 copies of
the first edition were printed, and thelr profit for the
first year was 2000 florins.*T The publishing of this paper

also caused the presentation of other giftS\,\ and in addition

7 ~
Sserved as a means of distribution. e/

In one of the earlier issues of his new paper, Loehe
states the purpose of his work in these words:

"We do not intend to withhold any aid from the
heathen; we shall do for them all that lies in our
power, Help the heathen, help them with all your re-
sources, but do not forget the 'especially' of the
apostle which he accords to those of the household
of faith, Do not forget that many North American
Christians -are actually lapsing into paganism, un-
less they receive aid from the fatherland, " % 2—59

Loehe's next step was to divide the entire province of

. ~,
7 &0/ F

Hennover into circuits, at the head of which he placed a

pastor. With this loose organization he managed for a num-

y

q"per of years to extend considerable aid to the America.n/bome
it dton field. A friend of his, Dr. L. A. Petri, was very
influential in gathering funds out of which the expenses
of many of Loehe's missioners were either wholly or partially
defrayed, :
At first Loehe had intended only the preparation and

support of parish-school teachers, but later he was also

—persuaded to remedy fhe lack of Lut}ueran preachers in the
/4 & “™Rirchliche Mittheilungen,™ 1843, 11.
/q].#%  Neve, "Brief History of the Lutheran Church in

.\ America, " 1916, p.117.
9’0_',4‘ Dau, "Ebenezer;" p. 82.
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New World. The need for these was 8o pressing that he de-
cided on a short cut in the method of preparation,which was
= 77

% Very characteristic of his energy and;(practical genius, He
assumed the task of preparing these men himself,”instead of

obtaining candidates of theology from the universities., He

used men who had had little or no classical educa.tioz}/ but
who had the necessary gifts, and, above all, the necessary
enthusiasm for the work. That was the main thing, a burning

love and enthusiasm for the work of the Lord., These men re-

celved from him the name Nothelfer or f"ﬁergency men. "
His methods of instruction were as follows:
r "During the forenoons he attended to the duties of
/— ; his parish, his correspondence, etc., while the entire
/ afternoon, from 1 o‘clock until 6, sometimes 7, was de-
}‘V voted to lecturing to these students,--surely a test-
4 lmonial to his own energy and capacity for work as well
as for that of his scholars. They would meet again at
evening devotion at his house, end at such times one of
the students might be called upon to make an address.
They would instruct catechumens under his supervision,
{accompany him on sick-visits, ete." ”-’ji)

/" With this background of introductory material Contoined—

/ j—,‘i)n;the lives and early work of both Wyneken and Loehe, suf-
ficient cause and reason has been given for the sending out
of the Sendlinge and Nothelfer) as Loehe's mission‘é’rs were
called. This man sent out many laborers into the vineyard
of the Lord in the wilderness of America; but the remainder
of this paper will concern itself mainly with those whose
fielc} of operation was the States of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois,

-and central and southern Michigan.

?,.j)\lk Dau, "Ebenezer," pp. 83-=84
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THE LOEHE MISSIONERS /-

Most of the men sent over by Pastor Loehe were young
men, full of enthusiasm for the work of the Lord., They had

8ll received at.least a part of their instruction from him

7 Z AL

; A
when they reached the new land., Coming from different walks

and had also obtained full directions as to their Z’/c(ﬂ;i"‘i:{i;s—i
of life, their reactions to conditions surrounding their new
field of labor are very interestingly told in their letters
end reports to their fatherland. Their lives aﬂ’d'ﬁérk in
America will be discussed in the following pages in chrono-
logical order, and in order to make clear the order of thelr

coming and arrival in America, the following is quoted:

MStatistische Tabellen'

2. Die Missionsarbeiter aus der Heimatkirche,/;

1842 1843
3. Adam Ernst 5. P.F,Baumgart
4, George Burger 6. Dr, W. Sihler
1844 1845
8. G. W, Hattstaedt 14, Joh. Kornbausch
9. Konrad Schuster 16. Ed. Romanowski
10, J. G. Zwerner/ (Kolw)-. 17. Friedrich Lochner
13, Bartels ‘ 18, Adam Detzer

19, Jakob Trautmann

= / :_‘éi ADAM ERNST /Bl [0l Ocle
Of his early life 1ittle is known beyond the fact that

he was a native of Bohemia and had lived in the city of Asch,

There he had been an industrious student both at school and

\.émdar'~§choo;5 and had learned the trade of a cobbler, While
ho).#* @. J. Fritschel, "'Quel}gg__yp@__D_p;lcgn_lgnj:__e,""pp.lzg-‘-.lz’&.
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there/ he had heard of the conditions among the German set-
tlers in America, and their need had so moved him,\ that he
decided to go to their ald. 1In order to carry out his de-
¢ision, he head gone to Pastor Wucherer, editor of the"‘j@_g;;d-__
lingen Sonntagsblatt'; who had in turn sent him to Pastor
Loehe of Neuendettelssu. There Ermst decided, contrary to
his former decision to become a minister, —that—he_jrould pre=-
pare himself for the office of school-teacher in America,
"Ernst wassreceived by a childless couple, who put him up in
én orderly little room. He received his breakfast from the
house people; his midday and evening meal in the parsonage,
and so his learning continued industriously from July, 1841,
on, " 4 . '
Here he and his friend George Burger, who came to Neu-
endettelsau in the fall of the same year, studied methods
of instruction, English, Orthography, church and world hist-
ory, geography, methods, Bibie history, and doctrine, in fact, }
everything that they could need in their work in the,new- world.*'l( l
Finally they received their instructions and commiaj.ons.
They were to remember that they were sent out to do the work
of the Lord and should act accordingly. They should unite
their efforts with those of true and fundamental preachers of
the Church, If they came to a region where there was no past-
or to care for the baptizing, confirming, marrying, burying,
etc-: j they were to apply to a good Lutheran Synod for ordina-

tion and go into the holy office of the ministr'y. They should

2.3 f ) % ~"Kirchliche Mlttheilungen," 1843, No.l.
A R 1'K*j.rc.zh:l.:1.c]:1e Mittheilungen, " 1843, No.l-
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remember thaty,if this occurred, i1t was not easy to preach
God's Wora correctly, and finally, that these instructions
Were given in the name of Jesus Christ, ¥ /“/

On August 5, the two men left for America on the sail-
ing-ship "Philip the First," and after six weeks of travel,”
landed happily in New York on the 26th day of September, 1842,
With them on the ship were forty other "Bayern, " among them
many children', and the two men instructed them in reading, . <
writing, and the Gatechism, On Sundays they read SSEmOHINLO
those who cared to listen, ## 26)

In New York Ernst found work as a shoemaker, and in one
of his early letters, he describes conditions as he saw them

in the New World: V iy g =

"Here is- it not as 1t 1s in Germany, where one can

=7 eat like a prince for about 6 kronen....Here at mealtime one
s finds/8 t0“9 dishes on the table, and one can eat from one or
£- from all for the price of,two shillings....w+I earn.here every . .

day. one Dollar, weekly'6 Dollars....My expenses arexg Dollars

“eei<e, 8 week for eating, 3 Dollar for wash or laundry, andimy 11811? ;
: for my shoemaking I must also buy....,Fer?d shoemaker it-1is <e.. sw./,

= @-very good in America., Here in the West the wages are hetter,

‘. g,/ but all is not gold that shines,....I must take some pay in

. f'.,,.? ,- trade. LY 4 \'|'-\./.l”

Here in New York Ernst and Burger met Pastor Stohlmlnn\
and, through him, Pastor Winkler, who had been called as
professor at the Theological Seminary at Columbus, Ohieos ++ ¢ )
These men advised both Ernst and Burger to come to Columbus
and prepare themselves for the ministry. Pastor Stohlmann
gRVE them the fare, which, for the 900 miles, was only 24

dollars. On the 10th of Oc tober; they left New Yor]q\and,

\Xravelling by canal, -they reached their destination in about
-

%) , Fritschel, "Quellen und Dokumente, :pp.199-204.

. L{‘?-; 2¢,) S TFritschel, "Quelien 31312 Dokumenteny" p. 204.
i 'QP-'IY' + Kirchliche Mitthﬁil!m,&, 1845’ 4. e

'/) ++ Fritschel, "Quellen und Dokumente, " p. 205-
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X
15 to 18 days,
In a deseription of the Séminary

"Living
Students without cost,
light,and wood,

costs not more than $1.25 a cord,

K A & .student between 80 and 100 dollars."

at Columbus we read:

‘space and teaching-was received-by: the

For bed, board, ‘clothes, books,

o the- students have to fend for themselves.
e price for board and laundry is

other articles can be had very cheaply in Columbus, Wood

The whole will cost - 2. /..

$1.25 a week., The

4

.,

*® £ : /

Ernst studied here through the winter, teaching school

i;\nd_ also helping to earn his way by his shoem

r pes F
Lo et

ing. Then we

Mmext hear that "Ernst has passed his examination before the

- Synod at Somerset, and is received as

such',\ he was permitted to preach and administer the

- ™

a candidate." ¥#* As

(sacraments 5

A small church was given him at Neuendettelsau, Ohio; and here

his parishioners built him a blockhouse..+ =//

From a letter written by him September 2, 1843, the fol-

lowing is 'quoted:

visit all the souls.

., "on the 25th of June, I held my introductory ser-
mon...My first duty was to ride.from house to house to
This work cost me @ half a week,

There are 32 families, with 112 children.\(f, Among these,

60 need schooling,and 30 are old enough t0, confirm:

Oon

the next Sunday, communion was given, and 88 attended

the Lord!' s Supper..
: and also attended communion. ...y
(.4, L/ reoady, '

Burger was with me the first¥X8 days

The“Church was not yet

and the school wasnt®t in order because of the

lack of books......A boy from Columbus I have -taken unto .-’ '

myself. He 1s'7 years old, and has-talent.” ++. ,

32)

He describes also the entrance into th(éf:'region of more Ger-

man familiesy, and mentions the fact that children were brought

more than twenty miles to be taught.

He hopes that help will

be sent from the homeland, so that the work can be well done.

In another portion of the same letter he t3115 the sigze

- of his church:

249) = Kirchliche Mittheil ﬁ? 1844,
-n : ]
)
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"Our 1ittle church, when it 1s ready, will be very
g »» heat, It is 32 feet long, and 26 feet wide, and has a

e ," ~ cholr gallery, The pulpit has been built-affer-my ad- geo-.../7
: vice, large and strong, in the American fashion. The

altar is built of walnut. We also have a,baptismal
font of WOOd. " f"’l..:':s" ~c

Fe Seems to be very proud of the latter, because he says,
"I scareely believe that, outside of Grabau's congregation,
8 baptismal font can be found in a church here. ",iﬁ’/:‘fff‘ix"
On the 13th of June, 1844, Hotsantlancoran letter, or
report, to Germany, giving a summary of the ei:wents of the
preceding year, He says that he has but one .congregation}
for which he lives night and day, and that, in response to
inquiries as to events in his church, he has kept a diary
for thatpurpose. On the 29th of August, he had begun the
instruction of the confirmation class. On November 22, the
new schoolhouse had been finished, and all 74 pupils in the

school had also been provided with new books. On the 28th of

the same month, he had the pleasure of a visit from Baumgart.

/4 y>=

L B r
'_Dec'ember 3> he began to preach on the Epistless, He continues

"‘Z"‘:— 5 5 /
¥ith various other dates and, texts that he had used for ser-

L8

mons on those days, +
é’,_’,’: o T WJ/-

_ An insight into.a minister's salary in those early days
Oﬁéfha—(found in another letter of Ernst's, where:rhe tells
what he received for his first year's labor in the vineyard

of the Lord. He says he was paid:

"In gold, $70, 39 bushels of wheat, 30 bushels of
oats, 57 bushels of welsh corn, 327 pounds of ham, 214
pounds of sugar, 115 pounds of fat,or lard, 40 bushels
of potatoes. The men, with whom I now live, gave me a
cow, fhat'I alone might use.®Was andere Lebensbedugrf-

23) % -K-i—reh-l-iche“Mittheﬂung)“ 1843, 11-
SR - u " , 1843, 11.
6;/)‘.. Q'*‘“\, A it Bt ? 1843, 9‘
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nisse sind, so ann [ :
fast alleg bekommen. !:}002' ;}xjr eines U?berﬂ“sz an Zucker

In the same year he made a journey to Fort Wayne with
Baumgart and visited Wyneken, who was sick during most of
their stay, The Synod of the West was in convention there,
and Ernst spent much time at its meetings. Here &l so/Emii:/
-f-inst»camc 1nto ‘contact-with the new church- paper "Der Tuth-
_eraner," which was now heing published by Dr., Walther. )*"Jy"'f/

On January 28, 1845, Ernst reported that in his con-

-

gregation the blessings of the Lord were by no means lacking,
Everything w”as on the increase, especially the school,;which
DBow had 40 pupils who came and studied industriously with
great desire, +

When they had first come to America,” end had prepared
for the ministry at Columbus s both Ernst and Burger had join-
°d the Ohio Synod. But now discord was entering into the re-
lationship; the language question was a disrupting factor
along with 1axity in doctrinal matters, This led to a sepa-
ration on -be-half of the Loehe men, which later enabled them
to join the Missouri Synod. Ernst was very active in Bhe._rc_cve-
ment which led to the founding of this body, but his d.ectIs in
this respect w111 be discussed in a later chapter. , 2 2

/ t - -\"7"’ bihgtt/ ook TH 0L N ez
—Hcﬁhe humble beginnings of -the; small church at Neuen=-

/,\/‘

dettelsau, Ohio, Ernst's labers—-ga:lnedcsuccess. His church
grew in size and 1nf1uence with the succeeding years. He
also held pastorates at other places during his long life:at

Marysville, Ohio; Eden, New York; Elmira, Ontario; and Buclid,

1’( / ol XA Kirch?l:lche Mitthellungy 1844, 1o,
/ » 1848, 2,
SP) \ » . , 1845, 4.
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Oh%to, He died, after many years in the active ministry on
January, 20, 1895, # -/

/.11, GEORGE BURGER //A/ Aot ot L7,

This man wa§ e native of Noerdlingen and a friend of
Adem Ernst, whose 1ife and work we have just discussed, 1In
the autumn of 1841, several months after Ernst began his
Work under Loehe, Burger began his period of instruction,
Very little 1s known of his youth befond the fact that he
was well liked by all who knew himk and.that his occupation
up to the time of his deeision to become a schoo;teacher in
America was that of a /”f.oé,ir{e_ggggggg_];;"ew.“"-a‘?‘/ 469

Since the events of his 1life from his appearance at
Neuendettelsau to the period of study at the Theological
Seminary at Columbus ; th-o;/ have already been told in con-
Junotion with the 1ife of Ernst, we’-‘%ﬁiﬁ begin with ﬁ;i:ger's
life after the separation at Columbus.

He had completed a full year of study at Columbus, using
every means at hand for practi’éié in the practical field. Dur-
ing his vacations or holidaysy he spent his time in a useful
mannerj, as 1s described in the following letter:

"The past holiday time,/t;ive weeks, Yeng, I spent

7°20 miles from here, at a German school;,in the same ter-

ritory where Ernst lives,...I taught school in three
different houses, 2 to’3 hours in the morning and after-

. noon and two hours in the evening, I had 27 scholars &. - i«
. .y from=5 to'-37 years of age.....Seven of my students be- o *: .

long to the Lutheran Church, 13 to the Reformed, »5 were
Albrecht's people, and 2 were Baptists,...\With/most of
them I first had to give instructfom in the A.B.C,'s, and

I also taught the younger to sing songs." 4./

S7)%  Goncordia Cyclopedia, p. 237
}0) #% Kirchliche Mittellufig;” 1843, 1. fanis
-Lit b . a"'m" =Hle ’ 18‘43’ 9, { ‘f""{"-'.‘lj
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He enjoyed this work, endy before returning to Columbus, he
Instructed the people in the Lutheran Confessions. Later he
took up his ministerial office among these same people,

In a letter written on the 18th of December, Burger
gives the following information regarding the new congrega-

tion that he had founded: 4 o

e
: LR -’1_’1‘,’4 iRl p

"On September 19,(1843) I received my call from, Van .~ —
Buren Township, Haucoél‘s’"co.; Ohio, P. O. Ga.nnonsbou:t(éh, 3
With the request that I begin my journey soon, as later
the badness,.of the Way would make the journey impossible.
s+-\I-went then (on the 7th of 0Octdbé¥ to Ernst., On Mon-
day, the 16th, we left from there. The road was often. < .

. 80 bad that we could scarcely get through., Often the -

‘, Wagon would have fallen, but the trees were so thick x
on both sides that 4+t-was—unable—to-fall., On October 2 L2
18, I came to my congregation and received a il
welcome from the Arras family." *-2) Ao h o

—

ot /

This family received Burger as though he were a member of the
famlly, and they had even built him a 1little house for his own
use. On October 22, the 19th Sunday after Trinity, he preach-
ed his introductory sermon. The following days were spent
getting acquainted with his parishioners. He found that many
had not attended the Lord's Table for two years, In 33 fam-
ilies he found 14 unbaptized children, 26 ready for school,

70 school children, 24, to be confirmed, and 49 communicsnts, #¥ /-“-fv"ffj

On the 2nd of November\,\ the ‘*'-(f‘hurchc,,ebuncil was orgenizedy,
(f‘-‘ -/ y :,\?’..' /d",“ "‘\

mc'ﬁbm the 4th to the 13th of the same month, ha-j\’was ‘]:ﬂidc-'f"'/}‘-/fv-afzf

N
7

up-4in bed with stomache trouble ("Efagerilftankh——-«g}rt‘()' Helteale

us in one of his letters, "No mother could have taken better

\/ care of me than my "‘ﬁausleut_e_'" did. " -F’///)

Shortly after this period of 111ness\,\ he writes com-

{/'?f-ﬁ'f’ Kirchliche Mittellung;)1843, 12. A A
L3 e _ . Sy s 1843, 12, M T
LIS e e AN p 1843, 12, LB
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Plainingly of the language situation. Many of the churches
that had been built by German hands no longer had German preach-
ing, and, as a result, the older people who had not learned
English,were lacking the opportunity to hear sermons in their
natlve tongue. Burger was also afraid that, with the change
to English, the false doctrines of the sects would enter the
Geman¢¢hurcﬁ"£hrough the reading of English periodicals.% 2.5 )

However, this worry did not prevent him from working
industriously, confirming, baptizing, marrying, end building
Up his small congregation y which he gave the names':f?Zion.—**/ %c/ j
He worked in pea”ce and complete agreement with Ernst, whose
church was in the same region.+ -

During the next year, he confi'x-xued his zealous work,
and in addition to his rcongregation at Zion, Van Wert Co.,
Ohio; he took over two Lutheran congregations at Willshire,
congregations which Detzer had also vidited., These two
churches fi.iay' about ten miles from"%ﬁé af;:iother, and,\ at an
equal distance from both, there was the possibility of
building up snother congregation, The middle congregation
had already pﬁt ub a small church-building. Thus Burger's
station was now only 35 miles southeast of Fort Wayne, Ind.j!-.-l:'

In a letter written November 1'7th, 1846, Burger gives us
a8 more detailed report of his work in these congregations:

"I have taken over a congregation that is not so
large as my first. It now has 18 families, while in

the northern part of Van Wert Co., is a third with
25 families., From both churches I have recéived the

list of the free. will offeringss /Ph the one, 56, -and
in the other, 17 dollars, in gold Perhaps the offering

25 ~Eirchliche mttenung} :1L84:, %2 2ol
/';:‘."(: "‘ . ’ A I S
T PR o n 51845, 6, G
JI8) =M o ) less, 6, A3 e
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in the thira congregation will be 10 to 12 dollars,

Here I preach every six weeks....\My clothes are 77, .. //

worn,. and yet I cannot get“new, because I will not e
&0 -Put_myself in' debt, " :é A

{2

: : /
Thus he was working diligently and was suffering hardships

In the wilderness of /northern Ohio,

The work of George Burger was cut short after only
about four years in the ministry while he was still in the
first flush of his zeal and energy for-the work of the Lord.
We quote the following first death notice in thd?;;g};}ich_q
Mitteilungen: | g

"Wer wird der erste unter unsern Nothelfern in
Amerika sein, der zu seines Herrn Freude eingeht? Tt
Diese Frage ist uns schon manchmal beim Blick ueber
Jenseltiges Arbeitsfeld begegnet. Nun 1st die Frage
geloest, Unser Bruder Georg Burger ist von seinem
Zion in Van Wert Co., durch einen schnellen Tod in
das himmlische Zion entrueckt worden. Eine edle,
treue Seele mehr ist nun dsheim unter den Geistern der
vollendeten Gerechten. Moege Gott der amerikanischen

.

Sache fuer ihn einen Ersz geben./===-Burgers Frau mit

elnem Kinde auf den Armen und einem unter dem Herzen

- zleht nun nach Fort Wayne, wo sie treue Freunde finden
wird, " s 50

Johann Georg Streckfusz succeeded Burger. \_-_f“z//

IIT. PAUL ISRAEL BAUMGART /(7 /7i.-=pf,
This converted Jew left Bremen on the 16th of September,
1843, with Sihler, in order to come to Golumbus,' Ohio, to take
over the school that Ernst had started there. *+ A picture
of his early life can best be obtained from his own writings.
Baumgart was born at Oberlauringen in the Bavarian
Hofheim on February 21, 1815.- His parents were Jews. His

‘mother passed away when he was three years old, and his

welbag) # Kirchliche Mittellungen,:1847, 3, af:'):‘\/w{':
) " : —=" 71847, & o Hlad <
Sl n " s 1847, 9 el
IR) = 2 S 2 1843, 7 VYA
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Tather had reached the age of eighty at the time of his
Writing, At the age of six he had been sent to his grand-
parents at R;’-/—'-\-,lwhere he received his schooling. He /. ,.
transferred from school to school, both Jewish and Christ-

, 180, and during this time, with the Lord's help, he saw his Zif<

A b it OF e
/" errory snd

decided that the Christian religlon was the true
religion. £ / | B o iet

About the time he had reached the age of eleven, his
father had bought some German books that were very old, and
émong these was a German Bible, He says:

"More out of curiosity than out of true desire

I took it, and for the first time, read in the New

Testement, the Gospel of Matthew. Here I found that

the evangelist in his narratin ~+always pointed to the

01d Testament with the words, C%iiﬁat 1t might be ful-

filled, as it was said by the prophe ts3 1 S ’7’/’,-)

This discovery filled him with mistrust of all that
had been taught him concerning the Christian religion., He
began to hope that the Christian religion was true, In spite
of many hardships, he continued in his purpose till he had
progressed so far that he wanted to be baptized.\ However,
he was forced to wait until he was 173 before thfieﬁ:blessing
was bestowed on him,

His life from now on was rather hard, for hevl}ad to leav’e
his relatives and friends because of his change inr}' faith. So
he went froxﬁ f.eaching position to: teacfzing position, till
finally the news of the need of the Germen settlers in Am-
erica ésme also to hinm, Land,he left his last position to go

to Neuendettelsau to stud'y“._ to be a North American school-
5/ #% __Kirchliche Mitteilungen, 1843, 7 L
d{)—ﬂ\ n ~— , 1843, 7 TR
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~teacher, under Pastor Loehe, #*

This occurred on the 1st of May, 1843, and by the 6th
of September he was ready to leave for America. At the same
time the "Friends of North Americs"in Dresden were ready to
send Dr Sihler. So after various arrangements had been madey

'-'/-1\(

they sailed from Bremen in a good ship, whose captain was a

N o i

P———
PR Tis s by o

Christian, with favorable wlnds behind them, on the 16th day

of September, 1843, ## U~

= Gt
They travelied on the ship "Caroline/ through the English

b
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Chennel, where Baumgart stated that "it was very 1ivelyk ™ but
from there on the weather was pleasant till the /B/anks of New-

s R e el

foundland were reached., There a very strong wind came upon

them,so that they werZe unable "to rule the ship.".. . Final-

e e S 4 YA, I, ot e
e e e g, i

o
s e

1y, on the 30th of October, six weoks after they had left Ger-

many, the ship's anchor was dropped in the harbor at Sandy
Hook. They were unable to make New York/H'arbor because of
the 1ightness of the wind, Perversely enough, as soon as the
anchor was drOpped, the wind arose very strong1y7 and the ship
was in great danger. They moved, and' .éft‘er a stormy night,
they Gﬂmereui:\»on-—deck,-i_:o- soe Long Island, Staten Island, and
New York Ci‘ﬁj peaceful before them, So moved were they by
the beauty of the prospect before themy and so- thankful for ¥« -
Jiusnc help in all the dangers they had undergone, that they fell
upon their knees and thanked God. £ )
New York was a pleasant change after the long’._s_,ea’foyage,

and in that city Baumgart met Pastor Stohlmann, who had ad-

}vised Ernst and Burger in the preceding year to stugchor th_e

Naky Y Kirchliche Mitteilungen;~1843, 7. A bty
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:l ; \‘\*-\ L it ¥ 1843’ 10 { ,-i ~

G x

e




ministry,

We next hear of him in Columbus, busily at work at
Ernst's former school, after a journey in which he visited
Baltimore, Philadelphis, and Pittsburgh. On March 6, he
writes:

"The school 1s going well and now numbers 60 schol-
ars....Friends Ernst and Burger are well. A short time
ago I was with Ernst and heard a right good sermon, full
of well-ordered thoughts....I am now on good terms with
Prof. Winkler (of the Columbus SeminaryJ...It will make
me happy.when Hattstaedt and Schuster come....Dr, Sihler
is in Pomeroy, and has (there!two congregations...The
problem at the Seminary is whether instruction will be
given in English or in German," _# 47/

Thus in one short letter he gives mich information concerning
his own activities and also those of the other Sendlinge.

Loehe, in an article in the “Kirchliche Mitteilungen,"
tells of the poverty of his 'othelfer™, how they sacrificed
much in order to serve the Lord in America, He says of
Baumgart: "ihen he went away, he left behind his piano, his
bed, his house furnishings, and many of his books, "_3# :EZ/‘:

Baumgart also accompaq.jr}ed Ernst on his journey to Fort
Wayne, and there he met Wyneken and had the opportunity of
seelng for the first time a copy of Walther's new paper, the

/

@Eﬁej‘.&r_{er.‘" N2

His work in the school went on apace, for in 1845 we
read that "Baumgart's school is blooming forth 1ike a rose
among the thorns. It is also getting recognition and 1s
regarded as one of the best schools in the region. ",'.‘++' Z

&
Next we hear that his sphere of operations has been

48)  ~ 4, 2, Q4.
I8 %. -Kirchliche Mitteillungen,, 1844, A Ol
/ "5‘3‘\& n n )\/\1844’ 8. % “:,; ',re:h/ 3
@) ‘A " n~ a7, 1845, 2- T 7,
4 ; n " ; 6" \ Gl 2 A
b ;) St 4 » 1845, e
" /'L [l LY

e



2 <

N =T

shifted; for in a letter from Wyneken} dated Januery 12, 1846,

We read as follows:

3") "Baumgart is with me and lives in my house and is

‘ & well-installed schoolteacher, I am helping him until
& second teacher comes. Our?School now numbers-from—
120 to 130 children, which makesvery difficult works
His salary is $300." #2) Pr Y.

-

This was written by Wyneken from his new charge in Baltimore.

From Baumgart we hear that he made the change because he felt
that he could do more good in Baltimore, and he would be closer
to New York, #= .

Af:ter this we' know 1little of Baumgarti}‘s/a.iﬁe beyond the
fact %ﬁat he was still in Baltirqpre y o | 1‘8&\'5’7\,‘ for he reports
the arrival of another teacher.+'j-j'-1!hen' in tﬁe ’"Mlberichtﬁ

of 1848" we read that he was "Richmann's Nachfolger in Fair-

field Co,.: Z\uerst Schullehrer in Baltimore," 4 /\JQ

'/ IV. DR. WILHELM SIEIER /i &/ocle

According to the records, Br., Wilhelm Sihler's birth-

pPlace was located at Bernstadt, near Breslau, in Silesia,

He was born there on November 12, 1801. #ééﬂis father was a
petty officer in the Prussian army, Evangelical in faith,
while his mother was a devout Catholic. Fortunately for

him he received a very thorough education in his early life.
He was naturally bright and had already mastered his letters
at the age of five. When he was ten, he entered college, and

at fifteen was ready for the university, when he suddenly
made an about face and entered the army. ;ﬂ é@)

é";? ~#_  -Kirchliche Mittellungen, 1846, 2. | qotfeelve
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After two and a half years in the army, during which
time he had become a second lieutenant, he tired of that-sort /,_
of life and received an honorable discharge. He continued
his studies at the University of Berlin and was graduated as
A\Doctor of Philosophy. Loeking about for something to do,
he tutored for a while, until in 1830y_he obtained a position
8s instructor at the boarding-school of Director G, Bloch-
mann at Dresden, *

Up to this time Sihler had ihé&lilaeﬂ"special religio‘fr{,\; preediy, X 3
being{ if anything,rationalistic, but during his stay in
Dresden)\ he niade himself acquainted ;with influential men,
and here his conversion to the true faith took place, —Spealk—

Ing~of his conversion, Sihler says: — . .. o
oA L1pd-D &t
“"I compare it with that of St. Paul, in that it was
brought about suddenly, almost violently, without the
instrumentality of man or book., After having given way
to a violent fit of anger, he was.siruck to the floor
and immediately became conscious of his wretched and
damnable condition., But just as 1nstantaneously Christ S
appeared in his heart with all His saving grace. o o J

ST ——

After this he came to love the Word of God and read his Bible

A P
i g LN

often, 7

N ——

After his conversion, it was impossible for him to keep

P ——

his position at the boarding-school, and he became a private

tutor in Livonia. In 1838 he found a similar position on the

isle of Oessel, and in 1840 at Riga. % (75\'
During these years, he studied the ILutheran Confessions

L L e

s0 thoroughly\ that he was firmly convinced of the verity of

the Lutheran doctrine, and at the same time a desire to enter

éé’j —# Concordia Cycl*}%edia, p. 704; Dau, —*"Ejg,nmra“" pe. 67

7] #% Dau, , "Ebenezer," p. 68,
7 ks Goncordia G'yclopedia, p. 704




the ministry came over him, On one of his trips to a friend
| bl the ministry he read a copy of Wyneken's appeal for-men- to
/ '[-éidl(the s‘catteredl‘ settlers in America, This appeal pierced
his heart, and after his friends and also the Dresden Mis-
sionaryi'é:ociety, of which he was a member, had ordered him to
g0, he left for Dresden with 300 rubles and 10 ducats./which
friends had given (to ald him\on the way.*
In Dresden more money was édded_to his fund, and after
visiting Loehe, and receiving credentiels from Dr. Rudel-
bach, he left for Bremen, where he met Baumgart, who was also

going to America.

As has already been mentioned in the previous pages on
Baumgart, the Journey to America was comparatively uneventful,
except for the storm near its end/‘ﬂaaéxﬁaveral months alfter
lending in New York, (Oct. 30, 1843), Sihler had reaZched
Columbus, had looked over the missic;n territory, and had de-
cided on the settlement of Rhenish Bavarians in and around
Pomeroy, Ohfo. They called him even though he told them that
\/ he would preach nothing but the true Lutheran doctrine Pased

on the Confessions of the Lutheran Church._ He entered his

A it l
first ministry -on- Ja.nuary 1, 1844, and ugsed—the words—of-

™
]

AL A
John 3, 16 for his inaugural sermon, ¥
In his letter of March 6\ Baumgart tells us that Sihler

had reached -his—place-in Pomeroy and that his work was pro-

gressing satisfactorily. "' Sihler himself describes the con-

ditions of the place and also tells the salary he received.

b.'/) # Dau, "Ebenezer," p. 68. ok,
7%) % Concordia Cyclopedia, p. 704 .
73 M Kirchliche Mitteilungen, 1844, 2.
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He gays:
f e :--,-';HZ/'

"My people. for ;éiaﬁble ﬁe;'c'e' :rlnGer i
; ) ) many -all-day--
%ﬁborers (and here in Pomeﬂoy tliéy are still that in
e coal mines), and the oldest settlers heve- only

For” six or seven years begun their battle with the

Woods and the hills, so that I must take my pay in

%ﬁld and produce., They have promised me $150 in gold and

ie same in Tpoduce., My two congregations have also pro-

11111 sed me 200 bushels of oats and 3 tons of Nay LoD S Iy R

orse. Some also pay half a dollar fo -Boly/%aptism. ")(/i{f_}
&/
He continues with a narration of his efforts to build the
church, to be called St., Paul's Church, which he hoped,
Would be ready by the end of October. # /J

At Pomeroy he with wise tact organized both a town and
& country congregation, and preached each Sunday at both
Places. He introduced personal c%mmunion announcements,
and in addition to all the hard work that was necessary for
Success in this place, he found time for /th'e’ ‘writing of
articles for the "Lutherische Kirchenzeitung™ of Pittsburgh.
One of the tracts that he wrote for this paper was "A Dia-

P
log of Two Lutherens on Methodism. e 7&)

During the year 1844, Konrad Schuster came to America
and taught school for a while under Sihler. In the same
yeer the thing for which he had been hoping, the dedication
of his church, took place. We quote:

"The German Evangelical Lutheran Church of St. Paul
at Pomeroy is now ready. It was dedicated on the 4th
Sunday in Advent, 1844, Candidate Schmidt of Mecklen-

AL berg, who has a small congregation in Cleveland, on Lake

Erie, in the State of Ohio, helped Br. Sihler with the

dedication., The school ehildren sang, Candidate Schmidt

read Psalm 84, and Dr, Sihler preached." ++ /°7)

Early in 1845, Rev. Wyneken paid a visit to Sihler, not

"7/ %— EKirchliche Mitteilungen,, 1844, 10. g Sl

R
rp )
A )

/% | #% Fritschel, "Quellen und Dokqmapte‘x,r"’"p. 31,
&)+ Dau, "Ebenezer, " p. 70
++ Kirchliche Mitteilungen, 1845, 4.
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only for the purpose of seeing the man, but also ij/find;a— b
éﬁbs/'b’it‘u‘te to take his place in Fort Wayne; for Wyneken had
accepted the call to Baltimore. This visit resulted in
Sihler's acceptance of the call to Fort Wayne, and he took
up his work there on July 15, 1845. ‘*\?/ g/

His congregation had about one hundred families, with
100 unmarried, independent members. It was on the point of
building a new church, for the o0ld one was to0o nai';ow. He
8lso had two industrious scholars, Jbebker ‘and Fricke, whom
Wyneken had left behind. They were preparing for the min-
istry, = ;

Here Sihler finished his life"s-work, He spent many

years in the service of this congregation, St. Paul's Church,

~ In addition to that, he wa.; With Wyneken snd Walther,one of

the plllars of strength on “which ‘the Missouri Synod, wes—
founded. In 1846, he established with the help of Loehe, -
the Practical Seminary at Fort Wayne, and served as its presi-
dent and as professor until 1861, ‘

Sihler was a thoroughly Scriptural preacher,”and very
plain in his language, which was strange considering his
former love of brilliancy, However, he was preaching to
plain people, and he wanted to speek plainly, so that they
could understa.rid.

He died on October 27, 1885, leaving behind him a
thoroughly indoctrinated,congregation, full of living faith

and rich in good works, +

/”’ # Dau,, "Ebenezery," p. 71. Concordia Historical In-

1) ~ _ stitute Quarterly, Vol. 5, PD. . 50-54-
/%) 4= Kirchliche Mitteilungen, 1846, 2.
(j-"‘ Concordia Cyclopedia, p. 704,
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V. GEORGE WILHELM HATTSTAEDT ///u/ /@se-

George Wilhelm Hattstaedt was bor:r;_August 29, 1811, at
Langenzenn, near Fuerth, in Bavaris, & “‘Hi.s father was the ‘
city and army physician. He was the youngest of the family,
and after his mother had died, when he was five, and his father
had also gone to his eternsl rest four years after that,n_;}?
tasted the bitterness of 1ife to the fullest extent. 2 Wfth :
both the parents dead, something had to be done with the child-
ren,l and so they were divided smong the relatives. George was
sent to his grandparents at Gunzenhausen., +. _

From them he received a good education, spending six
years in the "Buergerschule." In his fourteenth yeax;,-"ﬁe was

taught the Imtheran doctrines and confirmed by Deacon Lehmus,

but unfortunately at this time confirmation was to him nothing

At the age of 16 he visited the -hi'gﬁer "B&érger{b_l;ulg'“'

%Ausbach, end decided to become a brass-founder. \#irWhen
he had finished thé coﬁrée,_ aé a sorf of reaction agair%st

the rationalistic preaching of the time, some minister in
Bavaria were again preaching the Gospel. In Fuerth, where
Hattstaedt now was, some of the young people, moved by the
Gospel-preaching had founded a "'Bruede_rgemainde.'" Hattstaedt
attended its meetings, found the pea’]c-&é,\r e wanted, and be-
ceme a Christian. At the same time he felt that in some way

£,

he should serve the Lord.

§]) 4 Goneordia Cyclopedis, p. 312

s
o

Kirchliche Mitteilungen, 1844, 5,
Kirchliche Mitteilungen, 1844, 5,

Concordia Historical Institute Quarterly, Vol. IX, p.l2.

%

but a perfunctory act, for he had no fgi_.th in Jesus Ghrist:;l—l-/J" /

| %% Concordia Historical Institute Quarterly, Vol. IX, p.l12.

Concordia Historical Institute Quarterly, Vol. IX, p.l2.
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In some manner, Wyneken's. “Appeal” came into his hands;
and as soon as he had read 16, Hattstaedt ‘decided to join the
ranks of the servants of the Lord in America, He seat in an_.
application and was accepted. He received his first instruc-
tlon from Pastors Lehmus and Kraussold, attended the Dresden
mission seminary, and after a course of instruction from - “

“ » Pastor Loehe in practical ministerial i:fé-i:rt;érér,_ he was ready
to go to America. *

On June 18, Hattstaedt along with Schuster and Zwerner,
two other Sendlinge of Loehe's, set sail from Bremen on the
Adler, "an excellent ship, 150 feet long, 50 feet high, and
30 feet broad," ## Their voyage was singularly free from
trouble, especially in view of the fact ti:{at their predeceas-
ors had had stormy journeys. During the trip,\ Hattstaedt
conducted morning and evening ser'vices;a and preached on Sun-
days, He had no trouble, for 130 out of the 200 passengers
were Protestants, + ¢

On the 29th of July,; he arrived in New York, and after
nine more days of travel, was received in Columbus with open
arms, ++

In Columbus he was heartily greeted bv Professor Winkler,
and now the question arose as to where Hattsﬂaedt should be-
gin his work, According to the instructions that Loehe had
given him, "he was to go as far West as possible." # ./

Professor Winkler, however, had just received a petition
from a congregation in Monroe, Mic%&gm,and he felt that Hatt-

/_>staedt was just the msn for the place. He advised the co )
& '+ % Concordia Historical Institute Quarterly, Vol. IX, p.13.

2\ 7 _s#% Kirchliche Mitteilungen, 1844, 10.

o
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gation to call him,

Hattstaedt was overjoyed and accepted immediately. On
the way to Monroey, he stopped at Tiffin, where he preached
his first sermon in the New World, Proceeding from there to
Sandusky, he took ship to Sandusky and was soon in Monroe.
Here the people urged him to join the Michigan Synod. This
was against Loehe's wishes, but after conferring with Presi-
dent Schmidt at Ann Arbor on doctrinal matters, he was finally
ordained on the 9th of October, 1844, at Zoar Church,# =2/

Now he set to work in earnest. A fever epidemic was
raging in that part of the country, and he visited many sick.
We hear about Monroe and his work there in the following
words:

"The city of Monroe has about 600 inhabitants,
about 200 of these being German, and of these 11 fami-
lies are Catholic. Here and in Toledo the Catholics
hsve the most beautiful churches....Hattstaedt's congre-
gation numbers 21 families with about 100 souls. Out-
side of this congregation in the city, Hattstaedt has
two -"Buschgemeindé.”™ The one,at Sandy Creek, 1s*7 miles
north of the city and has no church....The other, called
Zovosgemeinde,is 30 families strong....Hattstaedt 1ivc-'».s
in the southern part of Monroe and has a pretty home, = _
In addition to these places he organized many other con-

gregations, and his influence was widely felt in Michigan.

Conditions were térf-ible , the streets of the city being im-
iy

passible in winter and spring,. and Hattstaedt did all his

work on horsebacke. All the people were poverty-stricken, and

he shared this poverty with his people, r.fOI‘ he received the

magnificent salary of $50 a year, arfd-fféll of this not" in cash.+ .

A‘?,;_,cf@ ot

‘Pue—to sti’ife in his congregation, he was unable to

&/5) 4  Kirchliche Mittellungen, 1845, 1.
/@g) - 846, 2-

23 \ ) o
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attend the first meeting of the Missourl Synod in 1847, but
in the following year, his congregation was received into

Synod, and he became a voting member, =

‘«/-'fj. L s A
The remainder of his life was spent in the care’ of his

congregational duties. He was greatly interested in music,
and some of his choral manuscripts are still in existence.

He preached according to Loehe's original instructions,
Vo) d

/-

Plainly, so that all could understgié']iﬁg;’a.his SeCIoUANOR

Was carefully done, for almost a thousend neatly written

menuscripts are extant. After a lodg 1ife in God's service,”
\/ he dled March 22, 1884, #

”

/. VI, GEORGE KONRAD SCHUSTER

The oZnly source that we have for the details of
f o
Schuster's early 1ife is his own partial auto=blography,
from which we quote:

0C/ "I was born at Kadolzburg, on June 12, 1819. My
Ly et parents were poor, yet they did everything in their
pow er for my well-being. When I was/6 years old, °°
they sent me to school until I was confirmed,in 1833,
and they saw to it that I learned something. After
my schooling was over, I learned in Kadolzburg the
profession of a weaver, and after I had A];earned that,
I came to Fuerth in 1838 to work." #¥77; )

During this time matters of religion had not been of too
._"_f'r_,“
/ mueh importance to him,

"At this time the Lord visited me with a great

sickness, and I turned to His Words..Soon after the

sickness, I went into strange places. Most of the

time my journey took me into Catholic 1an¢.is/,...In

October, 1839, I ceame to Muenchen to works..Here T

became acquainted with Christian friends, and the

many sermons I heard brought to me unforgettable
C/Jﬁ'f), #* ‘Concordia Historical" Institute Quarterly, Vol.IX, p. 20.
¢Concordia Cyclopedia, p. 312:
¢/ #% Kirchliche Mitteilungen, 1844, 6.
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blessings....Finally the desire seized mé that I %

% :}wuld serve Jesus Christ....In 1840 I came to Oet-
ingen and in 1841 to Ausbach for work,...From Aus- 771~

bach I returned again to Fuerth....Scarcely had I
begun my work, when I heard of the need of those in
North America, and I decided to prepare to be a
school~teacher...I said nothing for a year, but took
the matter to the Lord in prayer...Then I went to my
parents to Obtain their permissions’ .My mother at first
disagreed because she feared that I would be killed
in the New World....After my parents agreed, I went
o Pastor Lehmus in Fuerth and laid the matter before
him....:‘.‘He saw no difficulty, and I received my first
instruction from Pastor Burger:.,.After a probationary
period'ﬂ I was sent to Pastor Loehe on August 4, 1843,

N
N,

Ny~ 77 |

After he had received all the necessary training from
Loehe, he Teceived his instructions. He was to be a travel-
\1\11'18 teacher, and was to serve the families in the @__ﬁach."{*’}q//
As he was a poor Young man, his traveliing expenses to Bre-
men, where he was to take ship for Amerlica, were given to"'{},f? el
him by friends., +

From Bremen he sailed with Hattstaedt and Zwerner on
the ’?@9#" and arrived in America on July 29, 1844, With
the rest he traveled to Columbus, and soon found work teach-
ing school under Dr. Sihler in Pomeroy. #+ /“*7)

Dr. Sihler seems to have been satisfied with him, for
he wrote on January 8, 1845,: "Schuster is conscientious and
true..}. The people furnish him food, laundry;%"’_e_n{l}&'Place’
and fire wood, while I care for his light and money. " # <2/ )
Schuster himself writes on Jeanuary 318t of the same year:

"There are only 11 families that I must cave-foT. .- -

They care for my-room, food and washingi,.I received
. from them on New Year<eight dollars in'gold as a present.
) Dr. Sihler also gave me five dollars, with the warning

L that I should spend it well,...I knew that the church
would soon be dedicated, so I spent two and one hglf

77) ,*  Eirohliche Mitt-oilungon;, 1844, 6  Fodl-,
. P LT "Ly vo
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dollars for pulpit decorations. ",.--*";’;:5’}

In this same year Dr, Sihler replaced Wyneken in Fort
Wayne, and Edward Romanowski took his place at Pomeroy. At
the convention in Cleveland, where doctrinal questions with
the Ohio Synod were discussed, friends advised Schuster to
Prepare for the minlstry, and he went to Monroce, Michigan,
to study under Pastor Hattstaedt. He had not been long in
Monroe, when Ernst visited that city, and advised him to go
to Frankenmuth to assist Craemer.l,.

On the 6th of October, he leff Monroe, and after travel-
\J‘ing four days, during which time the weather was very bad,
he arrived at Ffékenmuth on the 10th, about 9 o'clock in the
morning. Pastor Craemer received him gladly, and Schuster
spent the winter in F‘rékenmuth,ﬂ as his assistant./#*/f'_‘« 3)

The next summer, 1846, a conference was held in Fort
Wayne, and during this conference, Schuster waj examined and
accepted 1nto the ministry. + Several months late}, he was

n

ordained by Dr, Sihler on October 14, as pastor>in ~Eokha.rts— LEA oA, VA
/08D
County, Indisna, about 65 miles from Fort Wayne.++ Here he

had several preaching places, one with 22 members, and the other
with 17, 15 of which were fathers of families. His salary

was, as usual; very meager, asmounting to $70 p,er year, and i
his home,for the time being, was in a/bloek.house that belonged’ '
to a family with seven children, His room was a small on?/
under the roof.# 'I-.Here he worked faithfully for the Lord for

many yeears,.

°) # Kirchliche Mitteilungen,- 1845, 4.
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2 WII. GEORGE JOHANN ZWERNER /() o, n’e

George Zwerner was neither pastor nor schoollz-«teac]flte'r, /
but he also, after an early life that was not jwholiil aﬂ;:is/giﬂ;l:\
labored in the Lord's vineyard under Loehe's direction.

He was born on September 14, 1821, in Haag, éxat belonged
to the parish of Neuendettelsau. His parents were not very
well-to-do, his father being a journeyman-mason. Already
at an early age it was necessary for him to work, and this
did not please him, He thought that if he could go to school,
he would not have to work; but found when he did go to school,
that his work followed him, and it happened thatéft;}\he waﬂ
unable to attend school. As a result, he was far behind h:—s
comrades in his school-work. In addition, he found himself
mixed up in godless associations and affairs,

In 1835 he was confirmed and went to @ommunipn for the
first time, and after that he found work in the gpinning- ‘
~rooms, or mills, During the winter of 1836-1837, he began to
visit the dancing places and also began to gamble, playing
cards for money. He had 1little money, and that’resulted in
his making "Kartoffelwaennlein” in order to gamble still more.
As time went on, he began to realize tha}é he was doing
wrong. He realized that he was a fool, \Tﬁaq/\{n 1841Lh13
mother: became 111 and dled on April 17. This was a shock
to him, and he decided to mend his ways. Diligently he began

to learn the trade of a cobbler, and in 1842, hearing of the

need, for workers among the Germsns-in America, he decided to
h :




offer his services as a colport%{elr.*‘/‘f‘ﬁ)

In the instructions which Loehe galve to him, Zwerner
Was to give assistance to all ¢f the missioners whonfti;;;%;\%.
He was a shoemaker, and he was supposed to remain -e—shoe=-27:~< ,
mekér. Loehe said, "Du kannst nicht Pfarrer @d Schullehrer
werden, " %% He was not to intrude upon the pastorates of any
men, His work wes to be the vselling, distributing and giving
away‘/,of books. He was also to make sure that those whom he
helped were the adherents of the true Lutheran é'onfessions.

Zwerner left Germany Awith Hattstaedt and Schuster on
the good ship—"Adler" (as has been already mentioned) and
reached America on the 29th of July, 1844,

The last report concerning his activities reads as

follows:

"Zwerner arbeitet in Columbus und hat nebenher fuer
161 fl. 9 kr. gute Buecher verkauft und hie und da, wo
es gut angewendet war, auch ein Geschenk gemacht, Er
verkaufte jedoch nicht durch Golportiren, welches durch- UL
aus nicht gehen soll, insonderheit weil es zu kostspielig
ist und weil Zwerner, um leicht durchzukommen, mit der
englischen Sprache vertraut sein mueszte, was nicht der
Fall ist, Die englische Sprache ist dort leider schon
sehr verbreitet," + ) '/

.

U7 /VIII. ANDREAS SAWPERT ({5 Sflste
4 i
hY A
‘This Sendlings of Loehe's was born in 1822, " at Haag,in
Wunsiedel.‘;# We know little of his early life beyond thisj

that at first he was an apprentice to a bottle-maker, but

later went to the teachérs' seminary at Altdorf, where he
studied diligently, to the satisfaction of his teachers., He

-H?’é%liche‘ﬁit-te%lungen, %844, g, 8. 2 Q/‘:Efg'ﬂ',
£ o lr“ ‘:;;‘\1845: 4 Al ’./ 1
Concordia Cyclopedia, p. 679. A G
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also Prep%rgd himself for churchly ‘office, ‘which he intended

0o A A
to "i:}i'"ddt'::fé‘e 'in North America, He was sent under Loehe's
fusplces with the intention that he complete his studies
at Columbus, Q}'xio, or under some pastor in Americej who
adhered to the Lutheran Confessions. ¥ /2
On September 2, 1844, at the age of %2", Saupert sailed
fI"?m Bremen, accompanied by Cendidate Schmidt from Mecklen-
ﬁgrg, and Péctc;r Hunger, who was sent by the Dresden Society.
Just before sailing, Saupert wrote thé/I‘;J:lﬁL;g}ord'éz
"My courage has not fallen, but becomes stronger o !
from day to day. It pleases me that I will travel in 2/«
brotherly companionship with Schmidt. Everything is now
ready to bring the neble csll closer. May the Lord
place also my heart in readiness, so that everything
may be borne in patience and love, in constant prepara- W
tion for death.----Thy will, ,thy holy will, be done." ## /% )
On the 19th of October, he arrived in New York, after a
‘s-e//:'rf;re‘ aj:tack of sea-lsickness; ?_91.‘ because of their _};ate’/voy-
‘/aé;_/iai—i the bad weathér péé.sibi'e;had“c)‘c'currem strong winds,
3 thundezi'/:ivf_earful storms, and fog. However, he had received
friendly‘ treatment at the hands ,o_f t,he captain of the ship,
and in New York, was well rec'ei/;)e'!d;{)‘y{‘ Pastor Stohlmann, /*"'// /)

‘He immediately left for Columbus, and on arriving at
the_i'l"lllféological Seminary there,‘;énrolled for the winter sem-
ester. He was in good health and well pleased with the pros-
pect of work in America. ++ ”\J

After completing the necessary courses, Professor Wink-

ler, in enswer to a request by Christian Decker, a member of

a congregation in Evansville, Ind., sent Saupert to begin

//%) %  Firchliche Mitteilungen,,1844, 12. PRE YAV
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his work there in June, 1845.,, w /) J

On his arrival, Saupert fourd trouble 1mmediate1y, for 7l
& few days before, Toelke, a pastor from St. Louls, had come %
to Evansville,\ and had received pe_rmission to preach. The
°°n8r98at16q had been in the habit of hiring itinerant
preachers; ‘and many of the members wished to have a permanent

s ; \ e

pastor, which desire had resulted in Saﬁﬁgf{;'& calle 7 0
A \¥4

AR On that Sunday, Toelke pz;egghed in the morning, and .
g Saupert in the afternoony, “and-féhe following congregational
meeting\showed & serious split among the members. Some fav-
ored Toelke, and the others favored Saupert, Toelke's ad-
herents finally left, and the remainder of the congregation
elected Saupert as Pastor and kept posseéssion of the church
property,
Saupert worked in EVansville-,‘ and in Lamasco, a nea;':iay
town, which was smaller then Evensville. In addition to his
own Trinity Lutheran Congregation, he labored diligently in

the mission-field round about, founding many of the congre-

R

gations in that vicinity.,
8hortly after he became pastor, the question arose
whether or not to join the Missouri Sznod. Saupert put the
Z

s.\
\-"(( >

,f o
matter before the congregation very thoroughly, ahd Trinity

I e AT POV a8 e

Lutheran Church beceme one of the Missouri Synod's member i
congregations. : .- - s

Pastor Saupert outlived most of the founders of the

£ ;&"c A ‘~.
* - Kirchliche-Mittelilungen, 1845, 11.
gl W, G. Polack, History of Trinity E Evanselice} Luthemn

Congregation of Evansuville, Indy<7 5=10,
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7, X\ BARTELS /#B/1G4 Crke

Information concerning this men is very meager. After
berusing all possible sources, we find that he was sent to
America by the Stade Society, along with Jensen, to study
under Wyneken in Fort Wayne., While here, he served in Wyn-
eken's place while the latter made his visit to Germany.,*’.;_,’,«‘?’f-‘

Somewhat later, it is evident thi#t he had a congregation

_ A

at Zanesville, Onhio, ##

In 1880, he w as one of the visiting pastors at the 350th

P T

anniversary celebration of the Augsburg Confession in St. I-ouis.h‘l'-,-f"*:

The possibility must be kept in mind that there were two
Bartels, as no initials are given in the sources noted. The
one may have been sent to Wyneken in 1841, and the other may

have been sent by Loehe in 1844,
/6, (X, JOHANN KORNBAUSGH /£7/ /lsuicse

Johann Kornbaush was sent to America by Loehe in the
early part of 1845 as a school-teacher, He must have been
active in church affairs, for he was present at /til?) convention
of the Ohio Synod at Cleveland that same year. #+ In the.
report of ministers and teachers of the Missouri Synod,~
printed in the "Lutheraner” of 1848 and 1849, he is listed

as being actively at work in Monroe, where Hattstaedt was

& ) 75 / A, ”
pastor. # Later than that there is nothlnga m. ..ttt ey

e

[/, XI, EDWARD ROMANOWSKI Vbt Renied .
“On April 20, 1845, this young man left Germeny in the

/78 %  Fritschel, "Quellen,und‘llqmgnt@h\f” p. 198,
’rT) Kirchliche Mitteilungen, 1844, 10.'

'r2n) +/ Concordia Histroical 'Instit_}_lj‘gew_,Q}a‘g}’Q_QH: IIT, 36.
731 Fritschel, “Quellen und DokumenteR,™ p. 50.

/20 K iellen und Dox
/22) # Kirchliche Mitteilungen, 1849, 9, \10.
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Company of Craemer, Lochner, Detzer, and Trautmann, and after
a long and difficult sesa voy aga,\ arrived in New York on the

PR )
7th of June., % We quote from a report on these young men the

A

following words about Romanowski:

preuszischen Lehrerseminare; zum T)a’éil im :@Fesdener ~
Missionsseminare, zum Theil privatim in Neuendettelsau
vorbereitet. Fuer seine Beduerfnisse sorgen die saech-
sischen Freunde Nordamerikas," ## /-
He soon found a position in the Lord's vineyard, for
Dr. Sihler had left his congregation in Pomeroy to take
over Wyneken's position in Fort Wayne, and as a result, the
Pomeroy congregation was without a shepherd, Several candi-
dates were given the ppportunity to preach there, so that the
congregation could choose the one they liked best; and Roman-

owski preached his first sermon so well, that he was chosen

to succeed Br. Sihler. R i
‘,/‘  Hn-t s O
Dr. Sihler was still in Pomeroy,/ when he en-tered 1ntg,_h11

C.e

H-—‘&ffioe, ,and the good doctor. introduced~h1:m-—to everything that
was necessary. for his work, Schuster, who had begun his school-
-teaching under Dr, Sihler, spoke well of his new pastor. From
all reports, the congregation was well pleased with their Py
choice. + 7

Soon after this, Schuster, as we know, on the recommenda-
tion of friends, left Pomeroy to study for the min§istry under
Hattstaedt and Craemer, and Romanowskl was left with the job

of caring for both the congregation and the '011091‘.

- Atton tiias occufencex we ‘£ind no -news-of. Romanowski
“.beyond the following rather cryptic notice in the 1list of -
/73) ¥ Kirchlicho-Mitteilungen,,1845, 9, 10r « 2
/; 2 e’(T - \"/\1 45, 5 ‘s

1 2.5 i —n - ” s 1845, 1l /)

"Eduard Romanowski aus Elbing, zum Theil in einem .

e
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Pastors and teachers, printed in the “futheraner™ of 1848

and 1849: "Habel, Nachfolger Romanow:;ki;‘ welcer seine Ge-

meinde freiwillig verliesz." # /2())
(XII, FRIEDRICH LOCHNER /U a/r/liom Owlon

/ ~

In the -"Kirchliche Mitthéilungen’'we read the following
statement concerning Lochner:

"Frederick Lochner of Nuernberg, a highly gifted,
eloquent young man., He was at first a copper-etcher
with excellent training, and had attended the prepara-
tory school at Nuernberg and the teachers' seminary
at Schw abach before he received further preparation (/
at Neuendettelsau., Friends from Mecklenb‘e\rg cared for .7
his needs," = -

Lochner was born in Nuernberg, Germany, September 23,
1822, When Wyneken traveled in Germany, he heard his elo-
quent appeals for the spiritually needy settlers in America,
He also met Wyneken, end, as a result, e enrolled in Loehe's
training.-school in November, 1844, +# )

In 1845, he set sail from Germany with Craemer, Traut-
mann .and Detzer, and on his arrival in Americaj; proceeded to
Monroe, where he stopped with Pastor Hattstaedt., Six weeks
after his arrival in Monroe, he received a call to Toledo,
Ohio, which at that time was still a rough and unsightly
place. + The congregation was a conglomeration of different
sects and had the name "The United German Lutheran and Re-

“hean\

formed Salem's Church, " ++

Lochner, a cultured and refined young man, was undaunteq

-
<€, :(“"..,--/_;,_-.
d e A

by the mud”’ and- fever- of the town to which he’ had ‘been called;.\

/26) &irchliche Mitthenungen, 1849, 9, 10. A%}{. /
/2 f’..\r e L -—~,K1 45, 5a /
/ 25 Concordia Cyclopedia, p. 412.
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He wrote in one of his letters to Germany:

it "If Toledo had not so much ague, and if not so mmch

) real estate were in the hands of the rich New Yorkers,
Who for profit's sake have raised prices too high, the
clty would have a far larger population. But even at
that, in twelve years' time it has grown from a small
Village of only a few poor hovels to a town of 2500
peopleo s : // ; /

Neither did he fell himself cut off from the world,

for in a later letter, he writes:

2 4Ol "A canal connects Toledo with Fort Wayne, and I

can reach Dr. Sihler there in’26 hours, :Fo—Monroe;
S S T ‘Mich., ‘there is a good roady and this-place can be reach-
3 ed in six hours., There is’also a road to Maumee and
) Perrysburg, which, in turn, connects with a stone road

to Sandusky. Finally, there is a railroad to Adrian. 'j}*‘?;’-’fj

The city itself was not the only cross that Lochner had
to bear, for the congregation that had called him was such
an unrelated mixture of German peoplesy that he felt ,thié t‘h’ey
could never be made to work harmoniously together. Arfd;{beyond
this, Lochner, fresh from Germanyy and a lover of his mother
tongue, found it extremely painful that the children of his
German parishionees were growing up to forget'ti;l.ié'.German
language,

Most of the mébers of his congregation were very poor,
a condition made worse by the fact that they still owed $300
on theri church building. When Lochner accepted the call, he
was first offered a salary of $70 to $80 a year, but later on
the subscriptions were increased to $148, which certainly
spoke well for the young preacher. + ’d \ :

During this first year, when he was heartsick because of
the differences in his congregation, the contacts that he
/SU % Kirchliche Mitthellungen, 1345, 12. S, })’v :
SEEIR N ,71846, 6 A -
/33) +  Goncordia Historical Instltute Querterly, XL, 107
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had made outside of Toledo were very valuable., He attended

the convention at Cleveland in 184%md there met Wyneken,

Sihler, Ernst, Burger, and Hattstaedt, as well as his fellow-
"'Studen‘b,\ Detzer, The sermons of these men on the Lutheran

)
Confessions helped to strengthen his own convfl.ct:ﬁl.ons.g""l //'_ i,

——..

In May of 1846, he followed his instruations ”to contact
the Saxons who had come to America in 1839, and together with
Sihler and Ernst;, he made a journey to St. Louis. Here he met
Walther and also Walther's sister-in-law. This journey had
two reZsults. Most important was the draft of a Lutheran
Synodical constitution, which later became the basis for the
founding of the Missouri Synod, but important to Lochner
himself was the fact that Miss Buenger 'consented to become
his wife, At the end of the meeting they were married, and
she returned with him to Toledo. #& /- -

Not long after his return, affairs in his congregation
came to a head. While he wZas in bed with the ague, his con-
gregation met, drew up a set of resolutions to which ‘Pe could
not agree, and as a result, he left to accept a calf 'i;o the
West, + ‘

From December, 1846‘,unt11 June, 1850, he served the
country congregations at Pleasant'-)Ridge and Collinsville,
I1l. In 1850, he became pastor at Trinity in Milwaukee.»
Iwenty-six years lateér he received a call to Springfield,
Ill‘iﬂéiﬂ';ﬂand served there t1ll 1887, Then because of old

age and general Weakness,» he retired and returned to Mil-

/3%) % Kirchliche Mitthellungen, 1845, 9, 10:
SE7) 4= %anordia Historical Institut™e ¢ Quarterly, x:[, 108. 7
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Waukee. After a year's rest, his strength enough to enable 7

him to become assistant pastor of his old congregation. He
continued in this cepacity till a stroke of paralysis took
him to his eternal reward in 1902, % /7 )

/

/

7’

/% (XIII,ADAM DETZER

The second of the three men who sailed from Germany
with Craemer in 1845, was Adam Detzer., He was born in
Weldenberg, Oberfranken, and though we do not definitely
know the date, he was probab1§ .,"about the same age as Traut-

mann, who was born in 1815. Originally he had learned the £ #z2./

-t L

trade of baking, end "did not have the intellectual .and men-

tal development of Lochner; but still Loehe réports that
"oy diligence and perserverance, Detzer had progressed in
his studies to the extent that a North American congrega-
tlon could be entrusted to him without misgivings," ¥ / 3’“;1:—"\:;
In a letter of Detzer's we have his own description
of the voyage from Germaﬁy: ' ]

"On April 20, we set sail on the ship "Caroline.™
Shortly after starting out, the ship hit upon a sand-
_bank, end while it was quiet, Pastor Craemer married
~5 couples....When we came to the {channel between Eng-
land and France, the wind was too strong, and the cap-
tain decided to go around the north oufgngland. On the
30th, after we had come to the open dcean, we had our
first storm,which raged furiously till the 4th of May.
o+ s EVverybody was sick, Craemer, Romanowskil, and I were
all right, but Lochner and Trautmann were very seasick, -‘-
There was no spot on the ship where one could find rest. j
Everything was mixed up, and people fell all over one
another,...For a while then, we had good weather. "But
on the 13th there was a strong wind and the ship was
blown off its course. In the middle of the night there

was a collision with an English ship, The spars and
37) % Concordia Cyclopedia, p. 413. ’
_ ~Goncordia Historical Institute Quarterly, VI, 114.
/‘,r_,-u-} g, 7 r g -»v-wu', Rgn i e XT,—110,
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shrouds of both vessels were r/n':f:iéd'together. The men
began to pump, end everyone was excited. The captain
_, Sald that the danger was not’ 80" great, and when day came,

N, f ot the-danger was over....:During this,a young men died. OS5
Jfexdioy -He lay dwo days on ‘the- deck, and then his—body was con- e

signed to the waves. At the captain's request, we held 7

8 86rvice....u" % /%7 ~

wasl. CAdenwd

This was the most exciting part of the jotrney,-for the re-
mainﬁér hc?ld nei therr excitemen/i:.:‘,"c\m danger, beyond the birth
of a child, Finally on the 7th of June, they landed at New
York,

On the 12th of June, Detzer and the }tﬁe’i‘g_t_oql}: the

A WL S

steamboat-"Knickerbocker" to Albany, and from t]:‘iéi'e: by train
and canal to Fort Wayne, where he met Dr, Sihler, who had
Just succeeded Wyneken., No call wasf?{aiting for him, so he ;
travelled throughout the region looking for German Lutherans,
Sihler wrote of him on Dec. 10, 1845:

"Detzer has been travelling afoot through the ex-
treme northwestern. corner of Ohio, through poor and neg-
lected Williams County, which has been plagued by two
Methodistic freebooters. I have now at hand three re-
quests from three Lutheran settlements, which desire him 2 .

7for their pastor. Tomorrow, if the Lord wills, I shall
ordain him, Of the three brethren who had arrived re-
cently, Detzer has the most difficult start; but his faith
is alert and very much alive. I esteem him as an up-
right brother; at any rate, in this inhospitable region
he has untiringly sought the scattered sheep of thelchurch,
traveling from Fort Wayne throughout the territory on foot.
It 1s a raw uncivilized field which has fallen to his lot,
but he seems to be patient and perservering, and not op-
inionated, and always ready to be advised, " s~ /i,

A e G
Finally, after a long period of service as t-r%vei—l;i—ng_
preacher, he located himself at Bryan Post Officg,/and/re-
turning to Fort Wayne, he was ordained by Sihler on the 7th

YRl )
+ /
of December in that same year, 1845, Now he was a full-

/70 % Eirchliche Mitthellungen, 1845, 9, 10. Ne st
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—fledged pastor, even though he had nothing but a few

settlements to serve, no organized congregation.

In 1846, he wrote to Loehe,describing the territory

/
and his work:

"This country is altogether new territory and was
settled only a few years ago. No preacher visited this
region until two years ago, when the Methodists arrived,

who fare everywhere/ the first to come. But the mere

name

"Methodist! frightened the Germans away....Thers are
people in the country belonging to many sects. Every-

where I found bewilderment and confusion, At first

I

had little hope of founding and organizing congrega-
tions in this region,...In every house one finds many
children, all growing up like Indians, without Baptism
eand without instruction....Yet I have succeeded in or-
ganizing two Germen Lutheran congregations, one of which
has sbout 45 members, and the other about 24, Besides
these two congregations, I am also serving three preach-
ing-places....I am determined to use every means and to

spare no toil, not even my health,".# //Z)

Detzer continued his work in this difficult field in-

dustriously, and by the time thelist of preachers and teachers

was published in the "Lutheranef " of 1848-1849, we find be-

r \
hind his name the following: "Detzer, hat die 8 Predigt-

plaetze in Williams:und Lucas County, in einem Umkreis von

120 Meilen, " =
XIV; PHILIPP JAKOB TRAUTMANN

The last of Loehe's Sendlinge to come to America in

1845 was Jacob Trautmann., He was born in Lambsborn in the

Palatinate, February 21, 1815. He was somewhat older than

Lochner, one of his traveling mates on the .,-!‘-GarpZ_L;r_zg_*'; and

also more hardened.to 1ifs, for his father had died when he

~was but two years old, .For that reason he was -at-an-early- .

/42) % K—i—rcl_&iiche--Mitthei-l—ungan, 1846, 6. o )lf.el’_'/ 4
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age accustomed to hardshipse ci/is= s ot 4 ,4,@,1;/ a,f__g‘

In his youth he was apprenticed to a tallor, and after
mastering the art of the neddle and thread, he started out
ﬂn’the “year of wanderiﬁg, which was customary with all ap-
prentices, Later as a "Wanderbursche® he came to know the
doctrines of true Lutheranism, and this knowledge led him
to Pastor Loehe in Neuendettelsau. /('/'/"':'ﬂ-*

After a period of personal instruction under Loehe,”he
sailed with Craemer, Lochner,and Detzer;. aﬁdzéz;bériénced the
Same exciting voyage as did the Aothe‘rs. For a while he took
up his abode with Pastor Hattstaedt at Monroe f ,fgxad' 'Igfter walt-
ing only six weeks, he received a call to a congregation at
Danbury, Ottawa County, Ohio, a settlement of Germans 1n'the
Picturesque region of Sandusky Bay./*‘f//é"é”) ;

Here he had two charges", joined together 1n} onj parishj
for besides the congregation at Danbury,” he e{{fed-—f'or a small
one asbout twelve miles distant, Conditions at this place were
very primitive, and at the beginning, Trautmann had neither
church nor parsonage. Still the people Were congenial, being
mostly Hanoverians, the land was fertile, new settlers were
coming all the time, and the prospects for growth were very

good, itk

Trautmann writes: ;

"I am thick in the middle of the,"Busch.” I have
a very little room. When I look out of my window, IL.See
the high black trees. When I go out of the door, -In a few
steps I am among the trees, where I have snakes and all -
kinds of birds as my companions, Still I am y)ery happy an

will with joy do the work of the Lord. ™ /’~~i ()T\f/:'?‘ /.
/44 %  FKirchliche-Mittheilungen, 1845, 2. A 72y
/#<) #%  Concordia Historical Institute Quarterly, XI, 109-.
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In another letter He gives more information regarding

hia Parish The region around Danbury was well favored, and
‘Settlers weuld—-do well. to come, for the land, though some-
What dear, was fruitful. He lived on a peninsula fl\miles
long (Wlth the small town of Port Clinton to the West, and
seven miles to the southeast was the town of Sandusky. # /= |
Loehe himself urged emigrants from Germany to keep this lo-
cation in mind when they cast about for a place to settle in
America, ## |

Still, though the material advantages of the lake region
were great, Trautmann had a difficult time trying to mold his
charge into a Lutheran congregation., As time went on, the ;
opprosition of the congregation against him became more fixed,
and in the summer of 1849/.,'/he gladly accepted a call as as-
sistant to Pastor Roebbelen at Liverpool, Medina County, Ohio..
This place offered few improvements:;n his former charge in
Danbury; so in the spring of 1850, he accepted a call to
Adrian, Michigan,"

At this place Pastor Trautmann served till his retire-

=/
ment 5% years later. After leaving the active ministry, he

o e

repeatedly supplied in vacancies until his death in 1900. 4+ (-

Nz
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CHAPTER THREE ) |
Ly ; /
THE PART PLAYED BY THE LOEHE MISSIONERS Ve L.t
“ THE ORGANIZATION OF THE MISSOURI SYNOD

Ninety-two years have passed since the founding of the
Missouri Synod in 1847, and since that tite, from a nucleus
of 22 pastors and 12 congregations, it has grown to its pre-
sent great size, :

When Loehe sent his ”'ﬂothelfen"’ to America, he instructed
them to affiliate themselves with some orthodox church-body,
one that subscribed to the true Lutheran Gonfessions, and his
men followed his instructions. The majority of them joined
the Ohio Synod, but a few among them, Craemer, Trautmann, and
a few others had become & part of the body of the Michigen
Synod.

Those that joined the Ohio Synod had done so with a
feeling of hesitancy, and with the purpose of leading it to
true orthodoxy. This they were unable to do, and in 1845, at
a convention in Cleveland, which lasted from the 13th to the
18th of September, the following men met to discuss the organ-

ization of a ne-w Synod. They were Dr. Sihler, Wyneken, Ernst,

Burger, Detzer, Romanowski, Schuster, Hattstaedt, Baumgart,
Lochner, and Kornbausch, 16 men and two students 1}1, a1l at-
tended, but we mention only those belonging to the group dis-
cussed in this paper. COraemer and Saupert were absent from
this meeting, the first because of sickness, and the latter

because of the great distance., # (52
/42 %  Fritschel, "Quellen und Dokumentel\, p. 50-
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The second meeting was held in St. Louis in May, 1846,

r

& T
Lochner, having received instructions to contact the Saxons

in Missouri, made the journey to St. Louis with Ernst and
Sihler, There, in the parsonage of Trinity Lutheran Church/.
they met with Walther, Loeber, Keyl, Gruber, Schieferdecker,
and Fuerbringer, Afte;‘r‘ nine long meetings, a draft was
drewn up by Waltherf/,—ari"d' wae. substituted for the one that had
been made at the Cleveland meeting, and the next meeting was
set °n15’ two months later in Fort Wayne, 3 % /0 //

The meeting in Fort Wayne  was held in July, 1846, and
was attended by 16 pastors, a fact which was somewhat sur- 7
prising in view of the difficulties of travel in those days.
Here the St. Louls draft of the constitution was discussed
and finally signed by all 16 men. Those who were unable to
be present gave their assent by letter. Among these first
slgners weee the following of the Loehe missioners we have
discussed: "Dr, W. Sihler, A. Ernst, J. Trautmann, W, Hatt-
staedt, A, Detzer, and G. Burger. G. K. Schuster, candidate

for the ministry, was also present. ' "o /57

)

The preliminary steps were now taken, aéreement had
been reached on every point, and all that remained was the
formal organization of the"Sj;nod.which took place at Chi-
cago, in April, 1847, Of the Loehe men, S:ther was placed
among the lis‘c of first officers, s Vive—President of the
Synod,

From the official record of the first convention we

/5%) % Dau, - "Ebenezer, pe 97+ ;
JL 2 / '“* /{" 24 p. 98 A J-’;,\ o 3
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list the Loehe men who were ‘Charter Members of the Missouri

Synod:
"A., Ernst, .Iri/Neuendettelsau, Ohio—
Wo Sihler St, Paul's, Fort Wa.‘yne, Ind.
G. K. Schuster Mishawaka, Ind.
;% . ;I'Irgutmann Denbury, Ohio—-
W. Hattstaedt Monroe, Michigen— 25
A. Detzer Willia:zxs;\ Co., Oble™ #7/>\2)

Of course, more Loehe men than are mentioned abowe were
included in the 1ist of charter members, but since in this
PApRr we have confined ourselves to those who came to Am-
erica up to the year 1846, we have includad only tt//w

In reviewing the life and early worﬁ‘o\f/ these men,
in thinking over the struggles and hardships that they were
forced to endure for the Lord, in reviewing the earnestness
and perserverance with which they labored toward true Luth-
eéran fundamentalism, it is evident that the Lord was surely
With His servants. Without the Loehe men the Missouri Syn-
od majnever have been founded, for a great pontion of the
men who labored diligently for its foundation had been sent
to America by Pastor Loehe. Yet without the Saxons and théir
inimitable leader. Walther, whose "Lutheraner.v ‘was an important
factor in the synodical beginnings, the “game thing may -have‘\
become_true. It can only be said that the Lord in His wis-
dom provideth all things, and we who are receiving the hene-
fits of the work done by these early pioneers -den only be
thankful.

In this paper we have endeavored to show how the work
in America was begun, and to give a picture of the early life
and work of Loehe's first missioners.
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