
Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis 

Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary 

Bachelor of Divinity Concordia Seminary Scholarship 

4-15-1939 

The Loehe Missioners in America, Outside of the Saginaw Valley, The Loehe Missioners in America, Outside of the Saginaw Valley, 

Prior to 1847 Prior to 1847 

W Polack Jr 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, ir_polackw@csl.edu 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv 

 Part of the Missions and World Christianity Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Polack, W Jr, "The Loehe Missioners in America, Outside of the Saginaw Valley, Prior to 1847" (1939). 
Bachelor of Divinity. 26. 
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv/26 

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Concordia Seminary Scholarship at Scholarly 
Resources from Concordia Seminary. It has been accepted for inclusion in Bachelor of Divinity by an authorized 
administrator of Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary. For more information, please contact 
seitzw@csl.edu. 







After two and a half years in the army, during which 

time he had ~ecome. a s~oond lieutenant, he tired of tha.t-aort a., 
~r life ~;~;~~Ji.~~a. .... an honorable discharge. He continued 

his studies at the University of Berlin and was graduated as 

�~� Doctor of Philosophy. Loruring about for something to do, 

he tutored for a while, until in 1830...._he obtained_a position 

as instructor at the boarding- school of Director G. Bloch-
' 

t 
\ , 

mann a Dresden. * "~ 
.AC:.{. { ~~ltd _k(.,,./ . ,. 

Up to this time Sihler had -h1f<I"" no special religiqrr,_ -t" -!.-' ?-:.,- ,,:I : 

being; if anything/ rationalistic; but ·during his stay in 
�~� r. , r ,,-/ . 

, ) fl .. " • ' . .. t 

. Dresden\ he •nia<J.e- himse'1:r acquainted- w-! th influential_ men, 

and here his conversion to the true faith took place• - Speak 
. . 

rtng- <fr h1.S-o·onversion, -Sibler- sa.ys1-· ~ 1\ /IJ 1 
1/ 

...., \ / \ A " ,11 0 r f"' /,6 J"/'!,. .,:,.. ..Jtll' (, •"'"' .. , ! .- ,v U,,(", , .. ,,. .... ,;_ .. (. • " 

1 '.,.I - nI- oompare 1 t with that of St. Paul, in that it was 
�~� �~�~ �.� brought about suddenly, almost violent~y, without the 

instrumentality of •an or book. Attar having given way 
to a violent fit of anger, he was .. s1aruok to the noor 
and immediately became conscious of his wretched and 
damnable oondi tion. But just as instantaneously Christ (C? ) 
appeared in his heart with all His saving grace."~~ 

After this he came to love the Word of God and read his Bible 
I I 

often. 71---· ; • . �~� r --:-A.-a · • ' 

After his conversion?/ 1t was impossible for him to keep 

his position at the boarding-school, and he became a private 

tutor in Livonia. In 1838 he found a similar position on the 
• I 

isle of Oessel~ and in 1840 
' 

at Rig~. �~� /~ 

During these years"'- he studied the Lutheran Confessions 

so thoroughly~ that he was firmly convinced of the verity of 

the Lutheran doctrine, and at the same time a desire to enter 

~dia O cl~\>,ed_l!., p. 704; Dau, -~r," P• 67A 
Dau, / "Ebenezer-,- p. 68, 
Concordia Cyclopedia, p. 704;. ______________ .,,.. ... ~- ... 
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the ministry came over him. 
( . 

On one of his trips to a fr1en4 

, in the. ministry he read a copy of Wyneken 1s appeal for Jll&n.. to 
-p-,v· ,,r "\•. ; <' ~ (. 

· ~ ,,<the scattered settlers in America. This appeal pierced 

I 

his heart, and af'ter his friends and also the Dresden Mis- . 
..J) 

s1onary'8oc1ety
1
or which he was a member1 had ordered him to 

go, he left for Dresden with 300 rubles and 10 ducat~ which 
/ \ ) "/ 

friends had given (to aid him\on the wa; .*- ·J -----In Dresden more money was added to his fund, and after 

visiting Loehe"-i and receiving credentials from Dr. Rudel­

bach, he left for Bremen, where he met Baumgart, who was also 

going to America. 

As has already been mentioned in the previous pages on 

Baumgart, the journey to America was comparatively uneventful, 

except for the storm near its end/. "9:ft.G~veral ~?nt~s ~:f'~er 
..,.... 

landing in New York~ { Oct. 30, 1843 V Sihl~r. had rea:::ched 

Columbus, had looked over the mission territory, and had de~ 

cided on the settlement of Rhenish Bavarians· in and around 

Pomeroy, o_~ ,;" They called him even though he told them -~hat 

he would preach nothing but the true Lutheran doctrine based 
,( 6 ... 

on the Confessions of the Lutheran Church. He entered .his 
• ·' I • A4i.. ,,. 2.- . • 

first m1nistry-e-n- .;ranuary 1, 1844, and ~~, ords-of--
~ l:, \, ,.I.. ,/ 

John 3, 16 for his inaugural sermon. u ~ ')) . 
' 

In his letter of March 6\ Baumgart tells us that S1bler 

had reached -h:ts-p-laee- in Pomeroy and that his wor~ was pro­
/.' Ji 

greasing satisfactorily. t_:; s1bler himself describes the o?n-

d.itions o:f' the place and also tells the salary he received. 

704. 
1844, 2 , 

. ., 
~ . ' . 
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Be says: 
1~., ""f·,, /I • t • ,l. dt.'1 .... -- .. ~~.:..., ,..J./ 

''My people/ for example, wer.eA in1 Gerina.ny -al:-1 day., 
~laborers (and here in Pometo7 they are still that in 
the coal- mines), and. the oldest settlers ~eve- only 
~ six or seven yea.rt ~beg'l.lp their battle with the 
woods and ·the hills, so that I must take 1!!Y' pay in 
gold and produce. They have promised me $150 in gold and 
the same in 'r,_goduce. My tw9 congregations have also pro­
mised me 200 bushels of oats and 3 tons of hay for my , 
horse. Some also pay half a dollar fot~ ~ptism. "1' 75 

Be continues with a narration of his efforts to build J;he'"t"l-

church-, to be called St. Paul's Church, which he 
I 

would be ready by the end of October. ,a/ 7$ j 
/ 

hope~ 

At Pomeroy he with wise tact organized both a town and 

a country congregation,, and preached each Sunday at both 

places. He introduced personal 6tmmunion announcements, 

and in addition t o all the hard work that was necessary for 

success in t his place; he found time for t ae~writing ,~ 
\ (.' - - · 

art icles for the ·"Lutherische Kirchenzeitung'" of Pittsburgh. 
/ 

One of the tracts that he wrote for this paper was ,n_p. Dia-. 

~og ?!_ '!'.!To Luther ans on Method! s~. t),,~ 7h) 

During the year 1844,. Konrad Schuster came to .America 
' 

and taught school for a while under Sihler. In the same ,,. . 
._./1 • 
"--''/ .,, 

year the thing for whichile- had been hoping, the dedication 

of his church, took place. We quote: 

"The German Evangelical Lutheran Church of St. Pau1 
at Pomeroy is now ready. It was dedicated on the 4th 
Sunday in Advent, 1844. Candidate Schmidt of Mecklen-· 
b~rg, who has a small congregation in Cleveland, on Lake 
Erie, in the State of Ohio, helped Br. Sihler with the 
dedication. The school e hildren sang, ~and1.1at e Schmidt 
read Ps8.lm 84, and Dr. Sihler preached • . ~++ / / / 

' I / 

Early in 1845, Rev. Wyneken paid a visit to Sihler, not 
\ 

., t . ; ,.'ti- ,, , • , 
/, • t;- • 

/ 7Jj) ,._... -Kirchl:-iche Mi tteilungen,,( 1844, 10 · · . ,-\ . . f ff,, 
j(; I.Jlo*' Fri tsohel, ·"Quellen und Dokumen~e , .. P• 

-I"~) D ..,'Eb " 70 . -'1~ . ....,- au, enezer,~ ~ P· . r;r-·, +.t_ Ki rohliche Mi ttei lungen, 1845, 4 . 
' .j ~ 

31 ... 
/ ' I 

A (}AJ. Ct .:-,, J ,, --


