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Tho Influcnce of Sceholasiticism on Luther

To sketch tho influonce of scholasticism end of
the scholasties on Iumther would require mmch more time for
rosearch than is posaible for this paper, Noreover, cven to
mlke e seloctlion of scholastics and to determine all the
points in which thoy influenced the hero of the Reformetion
would coll for a grecter opus than this pretends to be. It
is nry purposc, therefore, to conslider three scholastics only,
namely, Cecom, Bicl, and Gorson, and to take cognizence of
Just e fow of the ways in vhich their teachings hed an effect
on the life and teschinga of him vhom God chose as His instru-
ment through vhom we might be permitted to have His Word in
its truth end purity.

Porhnps it is woll thet wo first try to get a
panoramic view of scholasticlsn of Luther's time, Scholas-
ticism, as we enll it, vas really philosophy which, prior
to the Reformetion "vas identical with the system of Aris-
totle as medified by nediceval thoology."#

"The problen of scholesticimm was to work

out o system of thought thet would square

with the dogma of the church, in other

wvords, hormonize science and feith, Vhat

we cell science today was included in

philosophy then. The assumption of the

redlaeval thinlker was, either that the
truths of religion are rational--that

® Hiltner, Fhilosophy and the Reformatlon, in the
Kirchlicho Zeitschrift vol. 657, No. 1, p. 8.
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reason and feiih agreo and that there

can be no conflict betweeon divine reve-

lation and human thinking; or, that even

though some of thom may tranacend human

reason, they arec, none the loss, guaran-

teed by faith, vhich is simply another

source of knowlodge. True religicn and

true philosophy were considerod the same.

In sechclasticism, philosophy and theology

hadmerged into a complete system of thought.

It ombrzced all brenches of humen knowledge--

the grentest synthesis over kmotm. Aris-

totle was so readily accepted beczuse he

more than any othor thinker could be used

to strongtheon the prevailing system."s

Such wps the influence of mediaeval thinking
under which Imther grew up an o student at Frfurt. Now,
Lindsay clnins that although the acholastlcism which wes
taught represented what wore supposed to be the advanced
opiniong-~those of John Duns Scotus, Willlem of Occem, and
Gebriel Bicl, rathor thon the learning of Thcms Aquines
and other greal dofonders of papel traditions, yot the
older scholestic was adhered to in "discussion of all kinds
of verbzl end logical subtleties” end in "minute distino-
tions end the inbtricabe reasoning based upon™H: old scho-
lastic formmlee and phrases. 'The prevalling course of
study furnished on imposing intelloctual mﬂﬂi" without
mich real Imowledge.” Hiltner, on the other hand, empha-
sizos tho foet thet at Lusthor's time the great philosophical
systems of the Kiddle Ages wore alreedyin a process of dis-

solution. Thomas Acuinas in his herculeen effort, Summa,

* Hiltnor, ope Cite., pe 8 If,
s+t Lindsey, A History of the lteformation, I, 55.




]
had tricd to combino in a conalstont and unified system
"all the ancicnt pagen knowledse found in the works of
Aristotle, that high priest of human rosson, with the
doetrinos end truths of divine revelation es found in
Seripture and tho works of tho ancient church fathers."t-
But Duns Scotus, although not entirely repudiating Aristotle,
showed that some doctrines are not sccessible to reason.
Thils rivelry between tho Thomlste and the Scotists later
developed into an argument between the realists end nomi-
Nallsts. The tenet of the realists that the objects of sense
perceptlon, the visible things, are founded on higher reali-
tlos gave the scholors of the church a rervelous foundation
on vhich %o erect the ocdbsiasticel super-structure, for
according to the realists the Church could be consldered
"such an abiding entity over and above the visiblo members
vho compose 1t. The nominalists mintained that general
concepta or universals are not rezl in the scholastic sense,
but mere absiractions of the thinking mind, mere names and
words for particuler things. Under the influence of nomi-
nalism, the fundamental principles, from which scholasticism
hed started out, were abondoned."s# %The goal of scholasticism,
the retionnlization of failth, tho union of philosophy and

* Kuiper, The Fomm tive Yee:z's s Pe 109,
i H.’thnm", ODe clto, Pe 8 ffq.




4

theology seemed to be resched in Aquinas, but then ceme
Scotus ang especially also Uccam, who claimed that the con-
tent of faith was insccessiblo to faith., Thus began the dls-
intogration of scholasticism. Smith, in pointing out that
the old medinevel course of study no longer preveiled, com-
pared the eivangc which the universities of the sixteenth
contury underwent with that which they ere ezpariencing' in
tho twentieth .

flthough the Univorsity of Parls had condermed
noninalism in 1340 it was freely taught in the universities
of Germany. 7he schools which folloved and taught the nomi-
nalism of Yilliam of Occam, the gront Franciscan doctor of
tho 14th century, were lmovn as "medernists” over against
the Thomists and Scotists, Tho University of Erfurt vas
thoroughly "modern.” In feact, so was the Augusiinien mon-
estery at Erfurt. The Augustinians specilized in the writings
of Biel, Occam, Gerscn, oand other nominglists. It was not
without good reason thet the convent at Erfurt was so com-
pletely nominalistic. For Geeam's apt disciple in Germany
vns Gobriel Biel. Biel had been professor ot the Unlversity ]
. of Tuebingen. There John Hathin end Johann von Steupliz |
had been among his students, Staupltz later become the ,.!
Viecer Generel of iho Auguatiniens and exerted e powerful

influcnce on imthor. The former was Luthor's theological

& Presorved Smith, Martin Luther, p. 6. f
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preceptor in the umonnstery. This some Occamist nominalism
in vhich Luther was steeped at the convent had already been
taught him by Professors Trutvettor of Eisenach and Bartholo-
mew Arnoldi of Unsingen at the Erfurt univorsity. From them
Luthor learned to take tho side of Occem in this and other
@uestions pganinst the thomlsts and Scotists. "Luther retained
this prodilection for Occam's philosophy long after he differed
with him in theology. In tho endies-= controversy, for in- 4
stance, over the roality, ontside the mind, of universals
or abatreet idens, apert from the mind concoiving thom, he
van, as o studont, the votery of the Hominmlism of Occam,
who belicved that they were mere generalisations-of the mind,
egeinst the various forms of Reslism represented by Thomss
Aquinas and Duns Scotus."s#

0f the three scholastles selecocted for consideration
in this peper, Occam is the most importent and had the great-
est influence on Luther, so we shall consider him first,

Ockhem, more gonerally lmovm as Qccam, was born
late in the 13th contury in the village of Ockham in the
county of Surrey, England. He was named for his birthplace
vhich is spelled Bochechem in Doomsdey book, but’ Ockham in a
1483 inscription on an urn in the church at Ockham.st

& lackinnen, Imther and the Reformation, I, Pe 2l.

bl williem of Celhem, De Saoramento Altaris, edlted .. ,
by Bruce Birch. Introduction, p. xi.

AN«

i
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Lnther was greatly influenced by Occam and gave
hin words of Proise upon occasion. In the Tischreden Iuther
once said of him, "Occem fuls prudentiscinms et doctissimus,
8ed defult el rhetorica."s On enother occasion he calls hlu‘ \1
"my mastor." "Occan, moglster meua, swmms fult dialecticus, %
sod gratiam non habuit loquendi,"s+ In the Responsio ad
conderma tionem doetrinalen per Lovan., et Colon factam, 1520, @ 9
Luther refers to himself as a modernist or Gccemist. "Non
est duaestio, quid didicerint, audierint, legerint, senserint
unquam, sed quibus firmementis ca.nmnie.nt.“ Alioqul, cur et
meao sectne resistorem, scilicet Occanicae sou Hodernorum,
quam penitus imbibitem teneo, si verbis voluissem aut vi
Compenci? Sed natis haecM™sH: In 1638 (Tischreden) he seid
of Oceam: "Studiosus methodi Occam ingeniosissimms erat;
illius studivm oret res dilatare et amplificarc in Infinitum, s
Again: "Geccam solus inbollexit dialcotimcem, des ea lige am
definire ot dividero vocabuls, sed non potult elogui,"Ht:
Luthor upon his return to Frfurt from Vittonberg in the .autu.mn
of 1509 was o lecture on Lombard's Sentences. That Luther
tookt great peins in preroration for these lectures is seen
from the notes on the margins of the books which he used for
this purpose. Somchow these books found their wey to the
Zwiclkon rmnicipal library where they were discovered in 1889,

* Tischredon, I, 157. R, e : ‘1
e Ibid., II, 516, & ‘
Shide Scheel, Dokumente, pe. 16. A : 1

risd Ibid-, Pe led,
#HNH:  Dolkumonte, p. 86.
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References in the marginel notes show thet Luthor aid tmch
additional reading s among whkich were the works of Occanm,
He notes at one point, "Vide Occam hac dis. Ge 8. dubio
2¢ ubl satis ingenicse concordat et exponlt verba b. Augus-
tinl."s A% another place he reminds himsolf, "Diat. 23
Ce 7 zum Ganzon: vide Ackam Q. l. prolo, peululum ante Z."H¢

luch of Luther's distaste for Aristotle was ac-
Guired through Occam, Luther often speaks in no uncertain
torms concerning "the heathen Aristotle." One of his milder
comments on the Stagyrite reads: "Aristoteles ist mir so
wol bekant, pls dir und deinis gleichen, ich heb ihn guch
gcleszen unnd gehorot mit mehrem voi-s‘hand, dan sanat Thomas
odder fcotus, des ich mich on hoffart rumen, and wo es nodt
1_31;, wol bowelszon lon .... Doch mecht ich gerne leiden, das
Aristotelos bucher von der Loglca, Khetorles, Pootica behalten,
odder sic in ein endere lmrtz form bracht nmutzlich geleszen
vurden, junge leut suubon, wol reden und predigen, aber die
Comment und socton rmsten sbethen .e..s Aber itzt leret man
widder roden noch predigen drausz,und ist gentz ein disputa-
tion und mudorei drausz worden."s#t Alreedy ot the univer-
sity of Erfurt Aristotle's influcnce on Luther was weskened.
No longer wes he the infallible authority he had been, for
- "Ogcam and his school, in opposition to the old_er scholas=-

tica, insisted on the antagonism of reason and faith and

o Weimar, IX, 20 ff.
i Ibid.
L TVelmar, VI, 458,
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on the futility of attomphing to demonstrate the truth of
Christian doctrine by dlalcctics. Rationsl Imowledge, they
held, is limitea to vhat 1s demonstrable by reascn, vhereas
the Inowledge of faith in based on rovelation snd ecclesias-
tleal authority, and is not cepeble of retional proof, though,
belng besed on revolation, it is the most certain.™ Also
in tho.field of philcsophy Aristotle hed lost some ground at
Erfurt, In his noties on the early lectures wo £ind ILuther
Calling those "shameleas chabterers"s# vho say that Aristotle
is not in Aishermony with the Christian feith. Uhen Luther
vas charged with attacking the scholastics he replies in a
letter to his Cecamist instructor, Prof. Trutvetior, thnt in
vriting ngninst the scholastics he was doing only vhat had
boen permitied to Trutvetter and others. The letter, written
in Nay, 1518, reads in part:

"sine orgo mihi licere id i1dem in Scholasticos,

cuct €ibi ot ommibus licitum fult hucusques

volo sequi, si per Scripturas aut ecclcsiasticos

Fatres meliore fuero doctus, sine guibus volo

3cholanticos audire, quoad sua firmaverint

ecclesliasticis dictls, et ab hac sententla nec

tun eutoritato (quee apud me certe gravissima

est), mlto minue ullorum aliorum deterreri

propositum ost, s

Any possible weckening influence vhich Occam might
have on Aristotle et Erfurt wes to Luther's good, for Thiel

thue surmeriszes Aristotlets effect on Luther:

&% Hackinnon, ope. ¢ite, Pe 25,
4% Weimar, IX, 27, in liackinnon, op. cit., p. 24,
e Enders, Briofwechsel, I, 190,




9

Gpckactven Soxion s HSimis i oheLens

dle lmlto, nuechtorno s ueberlegeno Logik

dleses zivilisierten Intellektes bezwingt

?e:!:nen redlichen Verstand und jegt ihn in

Abgruende des Zwoigels hinein.™s

A more importent and far-reaching influence of the
Invincible Doctor on bhe great Reformer lles in the doctrine
of free will, and man's ablility in virtue of this freedom to
do vhat ho wills., fThis teaching of Occem which somevhat re-
flects Duns Scotus wns weolcomed with open arms by Iuther in
his early years. Under Nathin at Erfurt Imthor had learned
the ola scholastic doctrine of works. But aftor thoroughly
imbibing the idea of doing good works Iuther is surprised to
learn that good works do not depend solely on man after all,
but tholr fincl worth lics in the hands of God, vho is pure,
arbitrary Vill. God made the world solely for His own plea-
sure; "his will made right and wrong; snd finally his arbi-

trary choice alone conditioned man's salwation. But in this

lattor pariicular, having promised to consider certain sctions

a8 meritorious, he has puit in each man's power to obtain his
favor by performing these acts, and his acccptance of ran is
sealed by the Sgerpoments of the Cimrch,"™* Thiel puts it
thus:

"Diec guten Verke, lernt or sehr bestuerst,
haengen nicht allein ven lenachen ab, sondern
viel mehr von der Gnade Gottes: wemn diese
fohli, dann sind siec fast umsonst getanl
Der iensch kann gute Verke tun so tedellos
und eangsechnlich, wie man sile lrgend nur
verlangen mag, so lst or lsengst noch nicht
gerecht vor Gotl, so sind selne Yerke laengst
noch nicht im Angesichte Gottos wohlgefaellig.
Dagu musz erst der licnsch in einem ueber-
notuerlichon Gonden stende stehen, dazu msz
ihm Gott selbat die Gnade eingeogossen haben,
die einen nouen kenschen aus llm mecht und

#* Thiel, Luther, I, 164.
e Smith, op. c¢it., p. 13,

RS E———

I an e
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eine wehre Gottesliobe in ilm wirkt."s
Luther could nover lesrn to love a God 1ike that. "was
iat das anderes, anls dasz Gott, ein Tyrann und Stoclmeisier,
mehr von dir verlangt s @ls du vollbringen kannat?"s# "ihen
I looked for Christ it scemed to me as if I saw the devil,"sms

So Luther, looking so very earnestly for e gracious
God ang beaco Tor his sonsitive conscience and acute sense of
sin turns to the "modern" seholasticism of Occam. Here the
emphesis 1s on man's love toward God, for ran can love God,
even by nature without grece, if he only so wills! Thicl
Pletures is graphicellys

"Die lModoren mun geben sich mit den ersten
Gnadenstufon gor nicht lange eb, sondern
gohen gleich aufs Ganze, auf die Gotlesllebe
der Gorechiten. Sie bohaupton, dasz man diese
Liebe auch mit natuerlichen Kraeften lernen
koennte, und bLoveisen cs mit diesem einwand-
freion Argument; 'Ein junger Gesell gewinnt
ein ilaegdlein lieb, dle doch eine Kreatur
ist, die liebt er so heftig, deasz er sich
und soin Leben fuer sic aufs Splel sotzt. )
Tbenso liebt ein Kaufmann Geld und Gut so i i
fleiszig, dasz er sich unzeehligen Gofehren
untervirf't, allein derum, dasz or otwas go-
winnen moege. Da man £ls0 die Kreaturen so
grosz liebt, dic doch weit unter Gott sinds
wievielmehr kann ein liensch Gott lieben, der
das hoochste Gut 1st} Darum lann man mit
den bloszon matusrlichen Kreeften Gott ueber
elles licben,' liit dlesem Argument, so jubelt
Luther, sind alle Sophisten uebervunder! Und
wenn such renche von den Allerneuesten wleder
Bedonken habon, so sicht or jetzt doch einen
Weg, den Stand der Gende praktisch zu er-
probon, Tt

Op- cito, Pe 156.

Ibid.

Smith' 0}]. Qit-, D. 15.
Thiel, op. cit., P 159 £.

18
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S50 Luther avidly studied Occsm. Helanchthon in
hls introduction to the i stonberg (1546) edition of Luther's
vorks writes: "Din mltumque legit seripta Occam."#. He on-
ters Into e thorough considerstion of Cocam in trme Luther-
esque fashion. He wants to underatend complotoly this idee
of loving God. He learns that men ean love God beegpuse ran's
will 1s essenticlly free. In fact, becouse man lkas & free
will, he can do anything. This conviction, says Boehmer,
vas firmly ensconced in Luther slrendy when he entered the
monastery in 1505, At thet time he was firmly porsuaded:

Mlian con do all tiat he wills. He cen, for
instence, fulfill the Ten Commandmonts to
the laest letter, if only he wants to; he
cen love God with his whole hcert, with his
whole scul and with all his powers, if only
he want to; he con even force his resson
to believe that black is vhite, in fact, he
cen crento in himself every lmaginable con-
ccplb, sonsation and fecling, moral and im-
mornl pession, and do this stany time, un-
hampored and completely, if only he uses his
will. Fos, because the will is the all=-
dobermining psychic force it is itself deter-
nined by nothing, never wealkened or streng-
thened, incressed or decreased ct any time
by any good or cvil deed. On tho contrary,
1%t romeins ever unchanged, the samo in guan-
tity end quality; like the noedle of & cam=
pess it alweys robturns to its cherecteristic
astobile belence, no metter how often it 1s
diverted in the direction of 'good! or in
the direction of Tevil.!M:

Smith staotess

"The fundamental thesls of the Cccanlsts
vas thot men can do enything he will «..e

o Dolaumente, n. 19€.
e Bookmor, liartin Luther, p. 73 £, C’




12

Tho cloister adopted this view and held
that by o man's own acts, asceticism,
preyer, and meditetion, he could prepare
his soul for union with God."#

Since Occan seys so, 1t mst be true. Therefore Luther
goes about Qillgently setting himself to will the good and
to do vhat wes in him so that he might propare his soul
for union with God. He himself seid in a later year:

"Hem prius didicerem Meritum aliud esse

congrul, aliud condigni, facore homlnem

qucd in se cst ad obtinendem gretiam,

rosso removere oblcom, posse non ponere

obicem pretiso, posse implere praecepta

dol quond substantiam facti, licet non

ad intontionem praeciplientis ... voluntatem

posac ex purls naturallibus diligere Deoum
supor omia .M

But Luther's atiempt to esrn selvetion fails. His sensitive
conscience will not lot him rest. He is never sure that he
has dono encugh, In his "attempt to roconcile the teaching
of his Occamlst professors with his personal experience of
sin pnd his high moral snd religious ideel"iH Luther suffers
excruclating torturos of conscience. "Interim mihl sufficlt
cuod cernifex ille consclentiarum theologastria cul totum
debeo, quod mea ccnseientis patitur."swss Recollections of
this causocd lmther to remark in 1533:

"Je., sio habon ;re luegen (die Fapisten,

die froemichen) noch weitter auffgeblasen

und geloret, Des ein mensch kuondte wol aus

elgen krofften on Gottes gnaden die gobot

Gottes helten., Und mein meister Occem
schreibt, Es sol nirgent jon der Schrifft

Op. cit., p. 12, )
voimer, II, 401, in Nackinnon, I, Pe T
Heeclinnon, op. cit., p. 78. !

Woimar, II, 401,

jHe
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gegrund, des ein sondorliche gnede oder

fiebe not soy, zu erfuellen Gottes gebot,

Und brusteten sich mit dem spruch Sanct
Hieronymi: Wor da sagt, das Gott unmuegliche
gobot gogebon habe, der sey verflucht. Jie
varen vilire aller erst gut gesellen, das wir
hoereten, unser Frey wille were so frissch und
gosund, das wir lmendton Gottes gebot halten
on Gotles gnaden, guo cd substantiam facti,
30 viel zum werck gehoeret. Das man sie aber
Jnn genden miste halten, das war ein uber-
gobot und auf saltz, de mit uns Gott uber
seine gebot beschweret und brandschetzet.

Die fromesten unter jnon lereten 2130 eese
Man meate Gottes gnaden heben zu erfullung
Goettlicher gebot, Aber msn kuendte dennoch
sclche gnade wol aus eigen wercken, wenn einer
thetie, so viel an jm i1st, erlangen .... Sage
nir: wve blelbt hie Christus, unser Helland
und stettiger mittler fuer Gott? Wo blelbt
vergebung dor sunden? Ist das nicht ein
rechter Juedlschor, Tuerckisscher und Pelagi-
anlsch glaube?s

Vhen we understand Cccam's teaching on froe will, Boochmer
points out, we can see why Luther

"tortured himself incessently 'to do sufficient
good works to win a moreiful God,' and that
ot times like a mad and houghty saint, he be-
lieved to have 'done his part.' For he knew
no other view than this that men was able and
obliged to earn 'grace' by his own power.
Forthermore, we then see that the promises
of grace in Scriptures and in the liturgy
could make no impression upon him, no me tter
how tempting and consolatory thoy might sound.
The word 'grece! necessarily alvays called
to his mind first of ell the spiritual 'orna-
ment' by vhich God wes sald to gilve to good
vorks the charscter of merit,and he was
firmly convinced that this 'spiritual ornementt
also nust first be desorved,"##

As lecturer on the Sentences of Lombard Luther still "shared
the Occemist doctrine that the divine decree by which God

# Dokumonte, p. 109-110, Kleine Antwort, Herbst
1553, in VWeimar, 58, 160.
i Op. clt,., De 79'.

[0
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Predestines end elccta to salvation is comditioned by His
forelmowledge and leaves room for tho exercise of free
will," but by 1515 in the Lecbtures on Romsns Luther is
ealling tkese scholastics "hog-doctors.” By that time
Imther understood not only tho lmpossibility of over being
Surc that ho had done enough to morit the grace of God,
but he also hed geined an insight into the viclousness of
Occam's tenet that God i erbitrary in His will, that "God
1s pure, arbitrary will. Ho hnd oreatod the world solely
for his own pleasure; his will made right and wrong; and
finally his arblirary choice alone conditioned man's sal-
Vation,"## In other words, man muat do all he can to earn
Justification, but oven after he has done all in his power,
the final deelsion as to the merit of those deeds lles in
the arbitrary will of God.

"Man rmst do ell he can to earn justification.

Vhen man hos done his best, God grants his

graco to mon, %t even good works performed

in a state of grace have in themsclves no

merit. To possess merit and entitleo a2 mn

to selvation these goodworks nust be accepted

by God. That coceptance depends upon God's
arbitrary will,"sss

No wonder Luther later once remarked, "then I looked for

Christ it soemed to mo as if I sew the devil." Hackinnon i
rightly statess "This arbitrariness seems Lo render all
moral values end all moral effort of questionable validity.
Hoi eould anyone be sure that he is not the pleything of

arbitrary omnipotence? "t

leckinnon, op. cit., ps 112. A

Smith, ope. 0it., pe 15.
Kuiper, ope clt.; P 113«
HE Op. 01%., Pe 115, l‘L-
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Thus Luther while at Erfurt was caused ot timos even to
doubt the vory existence of God. "Ho (Luther) very rightly
revolted agninst its (nominalistic scholesticism) assumption
of an arbitrary God which endangered moral values, its im-
rerfect sense of the pover of cvil over the heart and the
will of men, its proneness to predicate of human effort
more then, from the standpoint of e lofty morsl and roligious
ldenl, it wag capzble of achieving, its erronoous and huck-
atering conception of salvetion by merit."s But Luther had
been steoped in this doctrine since his studios began, so it
Vas no casy mabtlter for him to sheke 1t off. This was to be
o process of yeora.

"He grows into his new religlous point of view

only very graduslly, and the old idezls and

avthorities lose their power ovor his soul

by slow degrees only. 1t is not until some

time in 16515 that he completely succeeds in

shaking off the last remment of the network of

the Oklmmistic dootrine on salvation which he

hod torn long before."s#

Oceem oxorted yet snother influence upon Luther,
towit, in the matter of papel suthority. It is true that
Luthor os lote ss 1516 in o sormon on Matt. 18, 18 defended
the pepsey. But Occam's service to luther is here what it
vas in many other matters. He did not so much cause the
brealt between Luther and Rome as supply Luther with munltions
for the fight. Occam was definitely anti-papel, that is sure.

"In e letter of 1353, Pope John instructed the Bishops of

% Mackinnon, ope. ¢it., p. 78,
L Boehmer, ope. clt.;, pe 84, ,}




16
Ferrara anda Bologna to inquire about the report that in a
Sérmon at Bologna Ockham had upheld his conception of even-
gellcal poverty in opposition to that of the Pope."# Four
years later Pope John XXII issued a bull charging Occam with
having utterod "meny orrcneocus and heretical opinions.” On
June 6th another bull followed excommnicating him, In 1331
another bull was issued forbidding anyone to aid Occem, "for
he was said to uphold the error of Harsiglio of Padus, who
had been condermed for stating thet '"the omperor can depose
the pope,.'"s## Aftor Pope John's death Uccam cantinued the
fight with Benedict XII and Clement VI and it is generally
bolieved thet Occam never became reconciled to the Ghurch,
in spite of the foct that some overtures in that direction
were mode by Clement In 1343.

Occam, who had seconded lMarsilius in atreatlse, |
"Elght Questions on the Power of the Pope," vas a critic end
antegonist of the hierarchical system.

"He already asserted tersely end without
equivcection: Popes and councils can err;

he declared it an open question vhether the
monorchicel form of government were beneficlal
to tho Church; he denied that the Pope and

the clergy hed eny right vhatsoevor to mix

in soculer affairs, and would at most permlt
the former to count official vho in sacular
mabiers was quise 23 mch subject to the IEm-
reror os all othoer men, "

Occan's aim was to "reduce the Papecy to the level of a

1imitod monarchy end to revive the democratic conception

Birch, op. cit., xlii,
Birch, op. cit., xiv.
Boam@r’ ODe cito’ DPe 92,

11
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of the chmrch.” To him the Emperor and tho goneral council
Vere above and judges of tho pope. "Goronation, he said,
¥as o human ceremony, which any bishop could perform."s
He ropudieted the alleged donation of Constantine by stat-
ing thet an emperor had no right to rencunce the inalien-
able rights of tho Empire.

Just to vhet oxtent thils sharp anti-pepal attitude
of Occam influcnced Luther 1s hard to sey, end the suthori-
tles vary in their stntements. lackinnon points to the early
serrmon of Luthor mentioned sbove in which the Papacy is de-
fended end concludes: "It does not appear that at this period
of his ecareor Luther concerned himself with this side of the
great Franciscon's teaching,"s## On the other hand Boehmer
overshoots the rark by dismissing Luther's terrific struggles
of mind end soul thus: "Vhen Prieries and Eck forced him
(Luther) to take o stend over sgainst the ourialistic point
of view he was able to do so in e relatively short time 'e.nd
without experiencing serious inner conflicts."##s Smith, I
think has the right ideas "He (Occam) said flatly that popes
and councils could err, and remeumbering this doubtless made
the brealt with Rome easier for Luther,"s#s# Occan's Influence,
.a8 a vholo, on Luther vas more negetive than positive. He
didn't causo the break with Rome, but he helped to meake 1t

cosier. Occam "was not only tho Antichrist but also the

Fisher, The Roformation, pe. 4l.
liackinnon, ope 6it., P« 24« (Y
Op. cit.’ P 92. 1S

Smith, OP. cit., P. 15.
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anti-Cetholic emong the gront thinkers of the Middle Ages,
not merely tho confessed antipode of modiseval Christian-
1ty but also the sharpost eritic of the medlseval festures
in this Christianity."s Those criticlsms of Ocoem gave
- Luther weapons with vhich to fight. Fisher says: "From
Occam he derived defenses."s# Occem's criticism "offered
him o vhole arscnal of weapons for the fight egainst the
Catholic dogmn, cnd egainst the Catholic constitutional
and legel system."#+¢* But in regard to his orn convictions
Luthor "attained and wes forced to sttein them by dint of
steady botiling ageinst this (Occam's) theological school,Mivise
For example, Occam scild thei: Holy Vrit alone 1ls infallible
and a Christien has the duby to beliove only what is found
in the Bible or what can with loglical consistency be deduced
from its vords. But only if Ocoem ot the same timo opened
to Luther an understending of Scriptures would that tenet
help him. Howevor,

"in Oklmm's eyes the Bible vas merely a

haphazerd collection of non-rational

divine orncles;.... he alwvays saw in the

teaching of the Church the correct inter-

pretation of theso, end .... he belleved

his owvn doctrine of selvation in turn to

be an esccurate rendering of the dogmas of

the Churech. He was thus in reallty not a

bibliclst, and consecuently could never
have mde one out of Luther,"swis

BOEhmeI', 0D+ Bit.’ Pe 89. (7
Upe ¢it,, Pe 71,

Boehmer, ope ¢lt.; pe 94.
Ibid.t, Pe 94.

pHeE Ibide,; De O5-94.
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Smith sums it up as well as anyone: “Luther's development

is lergely a his tory of his enfranchisement from the Occa-

mist tlmolos;r,r. But even after ho had freod himself from

the oppressive doctrines he bore lasting merks of the ap-

prentlceship in Occam's sehool,."s

II. Biel
Biel is included in Luther's indictment of 1519

which reads: "I “now nnd eonfess that L learned nothing but

gnorance of sin, rightecusness, beptiam, snd the vhole

Christion lire,... Priefly, I nct only learn-d nothing, but

4 learned on 'y vhat f had o unlearn as contrary to the

Givine Scriptures."H+ This doos not vitiate the fact that

Luther was in many ways influcnced by Blel, and it is now

our purvose to study some of those stresms of influence in

not too oxhaustive o monncr.

thusiastic propagatior of his master's philosophicel and theo=-
logicel teachings." But Biel hed been touched by the new
spirit thet was atirring in west Europe.

"He hnd studied in o school of the Erethren of

Blel vens Occau's disciple in Germeny and an "en=

the Common Lifeo. Tho Renalssence had made an
impression upon him, and the many voices in
church and state and soclety and in the
schools of learning had been heard by Biel
with a sympatheiic ear. His works aro dis-
tinguished by clarity and brevity of state-
ment. He hade strong dislite for the empty
end barren- over-refinements of scholastic
dialectic. He still belonged to the old
order, but his feet approached the threshold
of o now day. With his death in 14956 there
pessed the last of the scholestics,"

<
S5

Cp. Bit. o 13
veimar, 11, 414.

S A




20
Blol vas for a time profossor at Tuebingen. There John
Wathin and Johann von Steupitz wore emong his enthusiastic
students. 80 it stands to roeacn that Biel's writings wore
found in text-book form at Erfurt. Luther studied him dili-
gently, as a few veforences will show. On March 51, 1518,
Luther wrote to Stoupitz for the first time after posting
the Theses. 1In thet letter Luther calls this to Steupitsz's
attention:

"ess I reasd the scholastles with judgment,
not as they (the opponents) do, with closed
eyes. Thus the apostle commanded: YProve
2ll things; hold fest that which is good.®
I do not reject all that they say, nor do
I approve all. But it is 2 habit of these
babblers to teke e part for the whole, to
nnlto a2 conflagration out of e sperk, and an
elephant out of a fly. But with God's help
I care nothing for these scarcerows. They
are vords; words thoy will remain., If Duns
Scotus, Gabrlel Blel, and their 1lk had the
right to differ from St. Thomas Aquings, end
the Thomists, in turn, have the right to
contradiet the whole world......vhy do they
not accord me the same right over against
them thaet they claim for themselves over
ageinat ecach otherf...«.."#

¥hen Luther returned to Erfurt in 1509 end pre-
pared for his lecturea on the Sentcnces, Biel was smong the
works to which he recferred. In the "Rendbemerkungen" we find
this notation with Dist. 16, €. 13: "Cur pater no dicitur
missus: Deficiente connotato deficit et suppositlo est
commmne dictum. Sed misslo supponit pro temporali processione
connotando setornam ut dieit Gobriel. Ideo no potest convenire

* Dau, The Great Renunciation, p. 66,



21
patri." And agein g marginal note to Diat. 30, ¢, 14:
"Zum ganzen Kepitol: Hoe quod Heglster hic dicit de malti-
: Plicatione naturze nogat Gabriel cum alliis." Helenchthon,
Speaking of Luther's development, says: "Gebrielem et Cam-
memcensa;m pene ad vorbum memoriter recitare poterat."s
From an interesting lotter which Luther wrote on Spaletin
on November 11, 1517, we seo Luther already opposing the
scholastics and, in tids lettor, éspecially Bilel's ‘twofold
distinction of ignorance. The pertinent part of the letter

reads:

"eees A8 regards ignorance, the truth of the
matter is thiss the schoolmen have taught
thet in any watter, ospecislly such as con-
cerns salvation, there may be a twofold ig-
norance: one ls offocted and crass, as when
o person purposcly and with a labored effort
acts in such a mennor that 1t is seen he
wants %0 be ignorant; the other is insuperable,
as vhen a person so acts that with all that
he ean do ho cannot become knowing. Of the
former they sey that it increases sin: of
the latter, that it leaves a person entirely
without guilt,

Lgainst these scholasties, as you see, I have
proposed my thesis (Thesis 35 f. of the seriles
debatied Sept, 4th, at the disputation of Franz
Guenther for the degree of bachelor), and my
meaning is brlefly this: To us every kind

of ignorance 1s utterly insupersble, but to
the groce of God no ignorance 1s insuperable;
for we can do nothing of ocurselves, vwhile by
the grace of God we can do all thinggS....."#e

Luther here shows acquaintance with Biel from whom

he evidently got this distinction in the kinds of ignorance;
for although Lombard makes the distinction in Sentent., 1lib, II,

bl Dolumente, p. 198,
iHy Dau, Op. Gito, Pe 45,
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dist. 22, c. 9 89., 1t was Biel vho fully elaborated it:

"]219 tinguitur ignorantia in ordine sd volun-
vatem tanaquam ad causem. Et sic ignoran-
tiarum queaedam est affectata quacdam crassa
et supina, quaedam :lnvimibiiis........
Ignorantia affectats est, gua voluntas wult
neseire sive non vult scire acto positivo,
Slcut de quibusdem dicitur: Nolult intelli-
goro, ut bomum ageret; et alibl: Recede =&
nobis, sclentiom vierum tusrum nolumis.--
Ignorantie crasse et supina est ignorantia,
quae consequitur negligentiam inquirendi
scionda «ee..ib, .Conclus. 1l: Ignorantia
invineibilis....sinpliciter excusat s pec-
cato, non solum in tento, sed in toto,--
ib. Conclus., 3: Ignorentia affectate
Praccedens eorum, quae homo scire tenetur,
peccatum gravet atque auget.™s

Thet Luther even studied Biel's sermons 1s evident
from o stotement he mokes in his lectures on the Psalms (1513-
1516):

"Hine recto dicunt Doctores ,“ quod homini
facientl quod in sc est, doeus infallibiliter
dat gratiam, et licet non de condigno sese
posslt ad gretiam preparere, quia est in-
comparabilis, tomen bene de congruc propter
promissionem istem dol et pactum miseri-
cordie,

esses Unde sicut lex figure fult et prepa-
ratio populi ed Christum susciplendunm,

ita nostra factio quantum in nobis est,
disponit nos ad gratiame..."#

To the word "Doctores" the Woimar edition gives the footnote:

i) Gabricl Biel Scrmcnes de festivitatibus
Christi Sorm. 143 "statult Dous, ut ommi

ad se convertenti et quod in se est facientl
peccate remittoret et simml adiutricem gratiom
infunderet,” Serm., 488 "facientibus quod in
se ost ‘Douc nunguem deficlit in necessarlls

ad sclutem."

* Briefveschel, I, 128,
Lo Veimr, IV, 262,
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Cf all the toachings of Biel probebly the one
dealing with penenco and contrition gave Luther the most
trouble. According to Biol the will has an essentiel free-
dom, by virtue of vhich it can "even without grace achieve
the good after, as well as before, the fall. This good in-
¢ludes even the acquired virtues of faith, hopo, and love."s
Of course, the foll has mede this performsnce acmevhat dif-
ficult, but, says Biel, "Liberty is en ossentisl of the will
and the difficulty of oliciting a good act does not lessen
1ts liberty."s+ Lccordingly, man has:the possibility and
duty to hate his sins end to love God above all things.
Heroly to confess one's sins end to show a certein measure
of fear of hell and purgatory in order to receive absolution
from the father confessor is not enough.

"The so-callod 'contrition of the gallows,!

cr the sorrov over the evil external con-

seguences of sin alone never brings about

a change in tho ettitude of God, and even

confossion end priestly absolution noke

no difforenco in this., For those these

l=tter are useful and necessery, one mst

not forget that tho priest in the confession
romits only the penances imposed by the Church

and & pert of the temporal pennltles of sin,

never the otornal punishment of wrong=-doing,"s#s
Only by heting sin and the will to sin can one remove the
obstacle. Add to that a good movement towards God elicited

by his own free will and man can rerit de congruo, the

* Mockinnon, Ope. Cite., DPe 74
i+ Scheel, II, 357, in Mackinnon, ope. cit., p. 75.
i Boelmer, ope Clt., ps 75,




24
firat grace in turning toward God. In other words, Christ's
suffering, though the principal merit on which grece is con-
ferrod, does not suffice by itself. With the morit of Christ
there slveys concurs o certein operation of morit on the ro-
cipiont of grace.

On the averape ioni this deoctrine would have little
effect, but Luthor wos no average monk. Ho had "a f.l;.rticu-
larly dolicate and sensitive conscience, end an unusually
keen and live sonse of truth.” So he nover ceasod worrying
about his sin, for vhen he examined himself conscientiously
he novor found as mmch lmmility and love of God as Biel
demanded. Though he fulfilled all the monastic dutles with
panctuelity, though hoe buffeted his body with feverish zesl,
though he freze in his cell, though he starved himself until
he was a skeleton, he could not attain thet perfect atred
for sin snd love tovard God. Thus was Iuther plunged into
the torrible doubts and troubles of consclence sbout which
he spealts no iuprossively and caphatically la.tor on., Blel's
doctrine of nenance, seys Boehmer, holped make up the "ex-
ternal impetus which sot in motion this strongest and most
sensitive chord of his innor self and for a long time kept
1t in o state of muivering cxclitement and susceptibility.”s
In his "Rericht" on the Leipzig Dobate Imther harks back to

these days vhen Biel weas rubbing his conscienge ravs

“‘ O_D. Gi‘b., pl 8_1.
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"Denn zuvor hattc ich gelernt, dass das
Verdiesnt nach Billipgkeit (congrul) ein
anderes sei als das nach Recht (econdigni),
dosz der lionsch thun koenne, 5o viel an ilm
ilst, um dic Gnade zu erlangen, dasz er den
Riegel cntfernen lkoenne, desz or vermoege,
der Gnade den iiogel nich vorzuschieben,
dasz or die Gobote Gottes erfucllen lkoenne
nach dem Yesen der That (quo ad substantiam
facti), abor nicht nach der Absicht des Ge-
biectenden, desz der freie Wille win Vermoogen
hgbe nech belden Seiten hin in den Dingen,
Qle einander widersprechen, dasz der Wille
eun rein natuerlichen Kraeften Gott ueber
alles lieben kcenne, das man von Netur dlo
Ausuebung der Licbe, der Froundschaft hsben
koenne, und dergleichen ungeheuerliche Ding,
welche {nsgenein als die ersten Grundsaetze
dor scholoatischen Theologlo vorgotragen
werden, und womlt sie die Buecher und Aller
Chron angefuellt hoben,”#

Biel oxerted further influence on Luther through
hls boolk on the Canon of the liasas. Iuther's "profession" °
probably toolr place in September, 1506, Then Steupltz
diroeted him 40 study theology towards preparation for the
priesthced and cventually o position as theological teacher
in the Intorest of the Crder. This preparation for the
pricsthood included s stmdy of Biol's book. Luther was very
zealous in this study, for Blel introduced him to the doctrine
underlying the mystery of the Mass. Since:the priest "mokes
the body of Christ," the importance of the priesthood was

stressed and careful instructions were given relsting to the
serupulous observence of all details in the rites. Everything
was considerod essenticl Lo the efficmcy of the Mass and for-

getting to observe ¢ certain rle vas a "more or less grave

* S‘G. LOuiS, xv’ 1160.
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offonce." In 1538 Luther recalled thet in his carlier years
Blel had been o highly regarded that he overstadowed the
authority of Seripturc.

"Gabrlel seribens librum supcr cenonem

nissao, qui liber meo judicio tum optimus

fuernt; wenn ich derinnen les, da blutte

mein hertz. Bibliae aubtorites nulla fult

erge. Gebrielem. Ich behalte noch die

bucher, die mich alsc gemartert haben."#
Such a rogard for Blel mmst, of course, result in a high
ostimote of the lass. It dld., ILuther seys he would have
fought to keep it.

"Liber do sbrogands misse est satls durus,

seriptus contre adversarios blasphemos,

non est pro incipientibus, qul scandalizantur.

Den wer mir fur 20 jaren di mesz hette sollen

nemen, dor solt auch mit mir zuhauff (Khum.s

zu kennff) komeon sein, nam ego toto pectore

illam sdoreben, Et tamen fundementum missae

ot totius papatus nihil aliud est quam

quacstus ot lucrum, s

In the discussion of Occem it was pointed out
that he had some enti-papal influence on Luther. Blel,
howover, though a diseiple of Occam, did not share the ec-
clesiasticnl tendoney of his mster, and no doubt helped
mako of Luthor the thorough going mpalist which he vas in
the early period. Biol injected into Luther the "profound
reverence for the authority of the Church and the devotion
to the Pope which the Augustinien Order in particular ex-

omplifiod,"s#++ Bloll's emphasis on the Mass would tend to

* Dolmumentc, pe 144,
iy Tischredon, III, 566=5G7.
T ‘Mackinnon, op. Clt., Ps 45.
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this "papalism” which Luthor expresses in his carly works.
Witness the early sormon (1516) on Mett. 18, 18 in vhich
Luther insists on the divine institution of the Pepacy as
an esgential of the Church and on its suprome pover, against
vhich no other power of carth or hell cen provall,.

"o Christus nicht alle seine Hacht dem
lienschen gegeboen haette, so wpere keine
vollkommonen Kirche, weil also keine
Crdnung vmore, sintemml oin jeder sagen
vuerde, or sel vom Helligen Gelst ge-
ruchret. So haben es die Ketzer gegomacht;
und auf solche Art vuerde ein jeder seine
elgenen Grunndsaetze sufrichten, und
vaeron so viel Kirchen, als Koepfe sind.
Es will elso Christus keine Gewalt ueben
auszer durch lienachen, und so dem lenschen
ucbergeben 1st, auf Gesz er elso ell in
eins bringe. Diese Gewalt abor hat er so
befeatigt, dasz er wider diesclbe errogte
alle Cownlt der Velt und Hoelle, wile er
sagt Hatth. 16, 18,: 'Die Pforten der
Ioelle sollen sie nicht uebervaeltigen!;
als wollte er sagon: Sie werden strelten
und cufgebracht werden, aber sie sollen
nicht ablicgen, damlt kund werde, dasz
dlses Gewalt sei von Gott, und nicht von
liecnschen. Die sich nun entziehon der
Einigkeit und Ordnung dieser lacht und
Gewalt, die ruehmen sich vergeblich ihrer
groazon Erlouchtungen und sonderlichen
Vorke, els da sind unsere Picarden, und
andere Sectirer und Schismatiker. Denn
Gehorsam 1st besser als das Opfer der
Warren, denn die wissen nicht, was sle
Boeses thun,"# ;

In thoso eerly yeers Iuthor, in defense of the Pope, would
have becn willing to asaist in the extermination of anyone
vho might endeavor to destroy cbedience to the holy father.
S0 he himself says in the preface to his collected works
(1545):

& St. Louis, XII, 1726.
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"Et sciat, me fulsse allquando monachum,

ct papistem insenissimm, cum lstem cpusem

afgressus sum, ita ebrium, imo submersum

in dogmatibus papac, ut paratissims fuerim,

ormes, si potuissem, occidere, aut occidenti-

bus cooperari et conaentire, qui papac vel

une syllabe obentientiem dotroctarent.”s

As was the cose vith the Occamlistic teachings,
Luthor aid not cast off his Blelistic garment with one sudden
move. The process ves o gradual one. HNob ni;'once could Lu-
ther rofer to "dle vieltoopfige Schlange s deren Haeupter die
Thomisten und Skotisten und Gobrielisten sind, den selichten
- Komoodianten, in dessen Wossern lauter Froesche schwirmon..."##
Howrever, a numboer of interesting facts come to us from 1516
vhich show that Luther by that time hed quite accurately
enalyzed Bicl, In Septomber he vrote to Long and gave Blel
eredit for vhat he had vwritten but pointed out that when he
spoke of grnee, faith, hope, and cherity, he pelagianized as
rmch es Scobuss

"Dicito orgo istis mirabundis aut potius

mirabllibus thoologls, mecum non esse dis-

putandum, cn Gabriel heec, an Rephzel

iste, aut Michael ista dicat. Sclo, quid

Gebriel dicai, scllicet omnla beno, praeter-

quan ubi de gratis, charitate, spe, fide,

virtutibus dicit: ubl cum suo Scoto, quanitum

pelagizet, non est, ut per literas nune

proferan, M

A second incident which shows to vhat extent Iamther
had broken with Biel comes to us through a student's Bechelor

thesis. Cn Septembor 4, 151G, one of Luther's students,

# Dolmmente, p. 186-187 (cf. Veimar 54, 179-167).
i '.l"hiel, OD e cito, Pe 169,
e Enders, I, p. 55.
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Franels Gunthor, arralgned the scholastic theology in a
public dlsputation for the degroe of Bibliual'. Bachelor,
Gunther, as Imthor's mouthplece, catogorically aszerted the
Views of Augustine on free will and grece ggainst the teach-
ing of Biol and others, In this thesis the Luther-ins tructed
Gunther inafsted thot men ™like & bad tree, cannot do other-
¥iso then vill and Go evil. He hasmo choice in the matter,
since he is not froe, ‘but a captiveessses It 13 absurd to say
that, because orring msn can love the ercature shove all things,
he ean, thorefore s love God above 21l, This is a figment of
Scotus end Biel,Ms
September 25th finds Luther presiding over the

disputation for tho degree of Sententiarius by cendidate
Bartholomew Hernhardl, another of his students., Here agein,
Bernherai » Obvicusly stating the convictions of his tutor,
contends that men is totally incapeable of keeping the cormmands
of God without groce, that without grzce he cannot even pre-
pare himsclf {cor grace, bocause the human will ia not free,
but enslaved by sin. Heclkinnon points out tint the signifi-
tince of these two theses lies in this that they were Luther's
"public manifesto egeinst the teaching of the Nominalist
school in which he had been trained--of his old teachers
Trutvettor and Unsingen, and other followers of Gabriel Biel,"s#

Tho fountain-head of the differences between Luther
and Blel is found in the doctrine of non-sacramental penance.

bl Leckinnon, op. cit., p. £78.
i Op, clt., Pe 275,
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Blol claimed thet the olements of thia penance "consist
in a tehenge of attitude' in man vhich necessarily in turn
brings about o change in the attitude of God,tlet 1s, it
Causes Ged Lo canéel the threatened sentence snd to agein
régard the sinner ns £it for.ctornal salvation.™® Bilel con-
tended that mon mist effect the chango. ILuther said it was
God who brought it about. And so it was, as Boohmer writes,
trat only after luther hed overcome this deadly fundamentel
iden of Bieol Mwma he able to drew honey oven from this poi-
Sonous flover. Not until then did Biel's criticism of the
Clmrch's doctrine of ponsnce become importent end veluable
to him as o means by which ho might break and throw aside
the hollow sholls of tho old dogm which had been left over
In this process of criticism."s
III, Gerson

Aftor his ordinstion in 1507 Luther egaln becanme
& pupll oand as "ocursor" in the Erfurt convent studied the
masters of "modern theology" under John Nathin of Neuenlkirchen,
en able and severe master, who made Luther read long passages
from Gorson until ho had committed them to romory. Later
vhile teaching at Wittenborg Luther contimed to reed Gerson.
lielanchthon remarks, "Diligenter et Gerscnem legoratb,"s#::

Gerson (born 1563) wes called thus after his
birthplace, Gerson, a hamlet near Rothel in the Ardemnes.

i Boehmer, on. cit.; P« 91.
i) Op., cit:., De Sl.
e Dokumonte, p. 199.



31
Hla real name was Jean Charlier. By e mltitude of refer-
énces to Gerson, Luthor shows an intlmto acquaintance with
the Frenchman. vhen Luther worked through Taulor's sermons
he made mmerocus mrginal notos. One reeds: "Nu seind
dreh Ding hie. Das ain:

A (Sensus . ) .

ria (ratio ) Vide Gerson in mystica
(llon vel apex mentis) theologia"#
(sive Syntheresis )

In the Tischreden of November, 1531, Luther took occasion
to refor to Gerson's throe truths: ~"Gerson tres veritates:
poenitere, emondare vitam, confiteri,"#¢ Smith scys thet a
book, Epistolae sancti Hieronymi, in the Boston Public Li-
brary hes whot ias "apparontly an autograph of Luther,"ss
It is a quototion from Gerson: "In floremo litis no est -
obolus caritatis. Cerson."

It is interesting to note thet Luther not only
read Gerson but also medo use of him in his early lectures.
Lindsey points out that Luthor's theologlcal lecturos dif-
fered from those of the scholastic theologlans beczuse he
Was practical minded.

"He belloved that theology might be made

usoful to guide men to £ind the grace of

God and to tell them how, having acquired

through trust s scnso of fellowshlp with

God,they could persovere in a life of

Joyous obedilence to God end His cormend-
ments o Y

Dokumente, p. 26l.
Dolkumente, p. 73.
Op. clt., p. 475.
Op. °1t.’ p. 208-2090
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It standa to regson that he would, in preparation for his
lectures on the Fauline Epistles and Fsalms, use cormen-
taries vhich crnphraized the practical useo of religious
Principles. "Ho made somo use of tho commentaries of Lyra,
but got most nssistance from pesseges in Augastine, Bermard,
and Gerson, which dealt with prectical roligion." Gerson is
elso quoted by Luther in verious sermons. In a Lenten sermon
of 1518 Gorson is quoted approvingly: "Darumb sind ir such
viel unsinnig worden, als Johan Gerson sagt, das sle sich
heben duenciken lassen einer soi ein Wurm, der andor eine
Meus uaw."s Again, in the Adventspostille of 1628: "Da
belcht man und lest sich leren, ebsolviren und furen, wo dle
helligen beichtveter hin wollon....Sihe, das tzeichen kan
auch niement leucken....das ihr vile drob toll unnd wansinnig
vorden sind, wie auch Gorson schrelbt."s# Luther again cites
Gorson in cenderming the Cartimsisns! hablt of ebsteining
from meat,

"Carthusiani hobent legem, ne per ommem

viten gustent carnem...... Hoc quldem

est sine dlspensatione urgore legem, et

oblivigei, quod ommium legum finis sit

dilectio: Igitur Gerson et alil hanc

severitaten merito improberunt .,
In March, 153F, Luther mentions Gerson es a theologian of
the conacionce. "Duplices sunt theologl, scilicet virl con-

sclontice, ¥Wilhelmms Parrhisiensis et Gerson..e "ttt

Dolommente, pe. 24,

I'bid., De 24=25,

Dolmumente, pe. 157 (Weimar, 42, 504).
Ibid., De e7.
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Gerson hed such a great appeal for Luther because
he concernocd himself chiefly with the spiritusl confllcts,
Host of the dlvines, including Augustine, when dealing with
the struggle of the aweloned soul, lald most stress on that
part of the conflict which comes from tenptatlions of the
flesh. But, as Lindsay remarks, "Luther, during his socul=-

angulsh in the convent, was e young monk who had lived e

humenly stainless 1ife s Sons qur_et sans reproche."# In
1582 Luther said: "Solus Gorson scripsit de tentatione
spiritus, alli ormes tantum corporales senserunt, Ieronimus,
Augustinus, Ambrosius » Bernhardus, Scotus, Thomas, Richerdus,
Occas"s## From tho same year: "Gerson prims est, qui rem
aggressus ost, quod attinet ad theologiom; ille etlam ex-
pertus est rmltas tentationes."s## Because he himself had
experienced spiritual temptztions, Gerson was well able to
of fer comfort to othors in the same predicement. When
forgivencss of sins was conditioned on contrition, con-
fesslon, ond setisfoction, Gerson wrote that transgression
of the traditions and commands of the Church was not a mortel
sin unless done with mslice aforethought. Luther mentions
this when speakinz of the ccfession.

"In confessione auricul-ri apud papistas

opus tantum extermum resjiciebatur. Da

wver e¢ln solech lauffen, das man sich nlemer
kont sat beichtene...Wir machten die beicht-

vetor mede, so mchten sie vns bange suis

3 GP- ciii., De 208-200.
i+ Ibid., Te 806
e Ibid., »e. 88,
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conditionalibua absolutionibus: Ego
absolvo te per weritum Domini nostri

Hiesu Christi propter contritionem cordis,
confessionem oris, satisfactionem operum
tuorum ot inteorcossionem senctorum ete.
Dieo conditio richtet alles wnglueck an.
Nam hpec onnie fecimus timore Dei, ut
Justiflicarermr obruti infinitis tradition-
ibus humenis. Quapropter Goraon coactus
eat loxare frena conscientiis. Is primms
coeplt emergerce ox 1lla captivitate scribens
trensgressionem traditicnum et mandatorum
ecclesise non osse peccatum mortalo, nisi
floret contumeclter. Haec vox otsl infirme
tomon mltas conseientlas erexit."#

¥hon one came to tho altar with scruples of conscience,
Luther offered the sdvice of Gerson.

"Consulo, quod ot Johannes Gerson alicuotles
consulult, ut aliquendo cum scrupulo con-
scientine quis accedat ad altare seu sacra-
mentum, videlicet non confitens, sl irmodes=
tius vol biberit, dixerit, dormierit aut
alivd quid foecerit aut horam unam aliquan
non craverit. Vis scire, quare 1d consuletor?
Audls; Ut homo discat in del misericordiem
plus fidere quan in suam confessionem aub
diLligentiam, "t

Geraon offered comfort %o those who were in doubt concern-
ing the many almost impossible fasts imposed by the Church.

"Deinde dicebat de rigido paplstarum leiunio,
cuoc miserrima csedes et corruptio invent-
utis facto 05teess.Idco Gerson ccactus est
scriberec consolationenm afflictls, ne despera=-
rent, cquia ioiunantes mimms peccarent in :
excessu guen dofectu, qula dsfectus extingu-
orot noturam. Tales tenebrae fuecrunt in
papatu, ubl neque decalogus neque symbolum
neque oratio dominlce decebatur aut sclen-
dum putaba bur "

& Dokumente, p. 127,
** Ibid-, p.. 16 ('."B."l.mr', 6, 166).
e Ibid., pe. 149,
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Inther ofton quoted Gorson's advice, that the best
vay to avoid the temptations of Setan 1s to disregard them
@8 ono would o barking dog., If thet procedure_is followed.
the dog will both dosist from biting ond cesse his bariking.

"Aliud. Gersonis consilium scepe citatum a
Doctore Martino Luthero., Gerson seribit nulla
retione melius evitori posse tentatilonos
Sathanane quam per contemptum sicut si canem
latrentem preetercundo contemmss, no solum
non mordeblt, sed etiam latrare desinet,"s

At one place he praiscs Gorson as & "vir optimus" because
of the comfort he offered to troubled souls.

"Gerson solus sub papa cocnsolatus est
consciontias dicens: Act, es mms nicht
elles oin todsunde sein, quod fit contre
papem, don tschoplir nicht an haben, horas
nicht betien etc, EL alicuot liberavit a
desperatione. Fult vir optinms. Nec
tamen co pervenit, ut consoleretur christi-
enos por Christum et promissiones. No
tulit logom sed extenuavit dicens; Aah‘
es mus nicht alles szo hart sund seini¥#:

In regard to the Pepecy, Gerson had en anti-papal

Influonce on Tumther similar to that of Occam. In fect, Ger-
son got rmch of his armminition against the papal system from

Occam, his master.

A1l clesr-sighted men perceived that the
one obhstiacle to reform was the theory of
the repal monarchy..... Tuther's attacks
on the Papacy were not stronger than those
of Cecrson and d'hilly, and his language
mes not more unmeasured than that of
their common mster, Willism of Occam. "t

& Dolaumonte, p, 163 (Tischreden V Nr. 5693).
T Ibid., De 85-86.
He Lindsay, Ope. clt., pe 254,
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Gerson, like D'Al1lly, hnd en opiscopal idea of the Papacye.
o agrood that the Popo was the primte, but claimed that
the bishops got their cuthority and grace for tho discharge
of their office not from the Popo, but from tho same source
es he did. Gerson's aim "was to reduce him to the rank of
& constltutional instead of =n absolute momrch." For his
ettitudo Gerason was condermed by the Fope, as Luther once
remried: "Gerson damatus est ropter Diabolum, papam,
@em dixli concilio subiectum osse,™t And again in 1542:

"Ir wiat nicht, in quantis tenebris fuerimms
sub papatu,. éeraon ist der beste; der fieng
an, wicwol er nicht gar gewlsz var, wo er
darin war, idoch kem er dohin, das er dle
distinetion funde in hee quaestione, utrum
in omnibus sit obtemperandum potestatl
papae: Quod scilicet non esset peccetum
mortnle non cbtemperare, vnd hieng doch
hinan: 8i non fieret ex contemptu. Er
durff'te sich nicht derwegen, des er den riasz
hett gar her durch gethan., Doch var es don
leuton ctwas troestlichs; drumb nenneten
sle in doctorem consolptorium, vnd daucht
sle viel sein. Er ist daruber auch condem-
notus. Drumb hies mich der cerdinalis zu
Augspurg such ein Gersonisten, cum & papa
appelleren od coneilium Constantinum, ™

In e lengthy discussion on Luther and Gerson in the
Zeitschrift fuer Kirchengeschichte Dresz very ably summarizes

the relationship between the two mon. We can ¢lose this brief
sketch in no better way than Ly noting the main points as
given by him,

"Tather hat seine Anscheuung von der
besonderen Art der religbesen Funktion

Dolnrmente, ne 174,
Ibid., pe 172,

g#
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fortgobildet, bis or sie in soinem Begriff

c_ies Glovbens tlofsinnig und einfach zugleich
darstcllen konnte. Gerson blieb bein dem
ueberliieferten Verstaendnis dos Glaubens

als dor gechorsamen Hinnmahme dor durch die
Icdrchliche Autoriteet dargebotenen dogmatischen
Sa0tzCe".vse"Die psychologie Gerasons ist
bestimi durch das scala-Schema, dicse charak-
Leristicche Art, in Stufen zu denken, dic wir im -
fleuplatonisms, in der kystik, im Ketholi-'
zilsmus und Ideelisrme finden, und die sich so
grundsaatzlich unterscheidet von dem Denken

in Totaliteeten, dos in Imthers totus homo-
Idee den roproesentativen Ausdruck gefunden
hoteessedian wird vielloicht unter Berufung
auf die groszen Zusarmenhaenge wie auch auf
elnzolne Aeuszerungon scgen duerfen, dasz
Imthers in ihrer Entwicklung Ja zu beobachtende
Undoutung a1l der uwebernommenen Begriffe und
Ideen thoologisch moeglich war euf Grund

soines Verstocondnisses der Gerechtigkelt
Christi, vmehrond bol Geraon trotz der
grundanetslich-theoretiaschen Orientlerung des
CGedenkzons vom Cegensats an der Christologle

dle Bezichung dor konkreton Fxlstenz des
cinzelnen lMenschen vor Gott auf Christus fehlt
und der lefisch seiner mehr cdor minder grosgzen,
an Hend der goistlichen Exerzitlen in humi-
listio und sccusatic sul sich darstellenden
fromaen Virtuositeet ueberlassen bleibt,"s

Let this then conclude ocur sketch on scholasticlsm's
influence on Luther. No cae is more consclous of its defects
then the suthor. Its brevity precludos an exhaustive studye.
For the ssme recson the discussion wes limited to three
scholastics, Oceam, Biel, and Gerson. Even then, not all
tho points of contact with Luthor were investigated. But in
splte of the cbvious vweaknesses and failings this is an
honest wori: contailning meny hours of honest toil, As such

let it stand.

& Dreaz, Gorascn und Luther, Zeitschrift fuor Kirchen-
goschichte, LII Bend, Heft I, pp. 157, 144, 180.
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