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FOREWRORD

Vhenever the name of a great revivalist is men-
tioned in Lutheran oircles, then the echo of "K‘!et-zer" or
"Schwaermer" can be heard rumbling through the room. George
Whitefield, John Weeley, Dwight L. Hoody, Billy Sunday and
the host of othere are labeled enthusiasts, and the term
enthuelast seems to indlcate that these men were not ser-
vants of God. Consequently, - they did more harm than good..
However, much can.be gald in f't'lvor of the fervid evangellsts.
The writer was overjoyed to read the followlng article con-
Cerning Biliy Sundzy by the conservative Dr. Theodore Graeb-
ner in the March, 1939, lesue of the Cresset:

"There vas Bllly Sunday. I cannot mention his
name now in the cless without causing a certain amount
of merriment, which, I am afrdld, sometimes becomes
audible because of a conviction that it is the expected
thing. Somehow the legend persists that Billy Sunday =
I am sure the 'Billy' has something to do with it = was
8 mere bufoon, a clown in the pulpit, a8 sensatlonal
revivalist whom Providence had intended for a comedian,
but who etc., etec. I am not so sure that if I went
back twenty years I could not dig up some judgments
of my own along much the same line to make my face red
for the simple reason that I have since heard and seen
the evangelist. I have seen him take off his coat,
mount upon 2 chair, snd thence upon a table. I have
heard him excoriate vice in language that made use of
Blang (and that made sin real to people whom you or I
could never reach with our Addisonian phrases ). But he
¥38 not a clown. He vas not funny. People laugh at
olovns; people laugh at comedlans. HNo one laughed at
Bllly Sunday. Hle extravagances of action and lan-
guage vere due to 2 most extravagant, a transcendent,
matchless love for sinners. You who have not heard
him will not understand. And’ you have never learned
what emphasis 1s in public speech. You would probably




ot agree with some clergymen of my faith who heard

him, at 2 ministerinl alliance dlnmner, a testimonial
dinner to Rev. Sunday, flay for the space of half an
hour the moderniste who made up three-fourths of his
8udience, 1n langunge that flowed from 'a tongue
touched by the avenging angel,' a most magnificent
dleplay of mactery of English and oratorical powers." 1.

Yes, much can be snld for the revivalists. So, let us
remove all prejudice from our minds, and remember that even
the traveling evangellst did some good. for the kingdom of
God.,

1. Graebner, T., Cresset, March, 1939. Artlcle: The Alembic.
Pp.25.26
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I. INTRODUCTION

The Great Awakening was & religlous revival which
S¥ept throuzh our country during the middle of the elgh-
teenth c¢entury. The revivallsts who labored during this
Avakening placed too much emphasils upon emotion. They
8tresged szncetification, "feeling", and moral reform.
They preached the new birth, new 1ife, regeneration. Thay
emphasized thc immediate working of the Holy Ghost. It
geems that they tried to save by sensation.

However, man 1s justified, not by sensation, but by
faith, According to the Bible the divine mensures for
converting silnners are the means of grace, the Gospel and
the Sacreaments. Serinture teaches that the grace of God
s galned for =11 men through the suffering of Christ and
1s transmitted ana appropriated through certaln God-or-
dalned means. These means are the Gospel, Baptism, and
the Lord's supper. Olearly St. Paul tells us that he is
not ashamed of the Gospel, which 1s "the power of God un-
to salvation." ( Romans 1,16) Definitely the apostle of
8postles repeats: "Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing
By the Word of God." (John 3,5) To the Corinthian Christ-
1ans the inspired Paul writes: "To wit, that God was in
Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself, mot imputing
thelr trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us
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the word of reconcilietion.” (2 Cor. 5,19) ken are brought
to Christ through the preaching of the pure Gospel and the
admlnlsterlng of the unadultecrated Sacraments. The Luther-
an Church approves of 21l methods which serve to bring men
in contact with the means of grace. However, it condemns
81l measures which hinder or currupt or eliminate the ai-
Vine means.

The revivaliste who worked ‘during the Great Awakening
neglected the meane of grace and stressed emotlon. Thﬂ!
were filled with the epirit of fire. Through their ‘fervid
Preaching they brought ebout a movement which came to_be
known, not merely as an awakening, but as the Great Avak-
enlng. It 1s well to study thls movement. |

First, the causes of this Avakening will be consider-

i 8econdly, the Awakening 1tself will be discussed; and
thirdly, the 800d and evil results will be treated.




II. CAUSES OF THE GREAT AWAKENING

The Great ‘wmakenlng was brought about through many and
varled cauces. It 1s aifficult to place each cause into &
@pecial category and then to explain it, for the events
Which brought about this rellgious revival run into one an-
other. Howefv.er, for the sake of clearness & classification
Muet be made. In general, the causes are these: the re-
11glous indifference of the people, the formalism in the
churches, the Helf-way Covenant, and the fervid preaching
of the evangelistg. =--

%w == The chief cause of the Great Awakening
"ae the gpiritunl coldness of the people in the colonies.
The period which preceded the Avokening was unquestionably
One of religlous retrogression and indifference. People
bad neglected religlon. They showed little interest in the
teachinge of the Church. The spiritual enthusizem of the
early aettlere » Of the Puritans and the Pilgrims, had apent
1tself. The children were not as religious as thelr fathers
had been. The heroic age of conflict and of persecution and
of emigration to a new country was psst. A generation had
&rown up to whom the persecutiona and conflicte and hardships
¥ere but legende. In New Ingland a positive resotion had
86t 1n agailnet the narrowness of the old Puritan regime. The
young generation did not went and refused to be governed by
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blue laws and fanatical tenets. The new generation did not
like the Puritan idems of religlon and simply did mot go to
church to lieten to the expounding of these ldeas. "Dr.
Bushnell days of the country at thls perlod that ‘barbarism
wae the next danger'; and the Presbyterian Synod lamentis
that its Scotoh-Irish adherents are in 'clrcumstances of
darkness, whlch may render both them and posterity miserable

Dasans.'"“')

In Maseachusetts "reforming synods had been
summoned to deviee means to improve the sad condition of
New England." The general population was not interested
in the tenchings of Jesus. A Boston preacher wrote: "There
has been a g2d stnte of religlon among us in this land for
many years." "In 1725 Cotton M2ther, in the name of all
the Churches in lassachusetts, appealed to the leglslature
to use 1te suthority to aselst in checking the prevalent
irreligion.” "Dr. Trumbull, writing more especdally of the
8ltuation in Connecticut, says that the present generation
is 'inattentive to its epiritual concern, and manifests a
great declension from the zeal of its anoestou.'"(z)
That the present generation cared little for the wel-
fare of thelr souls was also the fault of the minlstry.
The dead formelism in the churches helped to bring about
the spiritual indifference of the people, and thus can be
named as a cause of the Great Awakening. The spark of 1ife
seemed to be miseing in the minlstry. The servants of God
seecmed to be cold snd formzl. They conducted church ser-

Vices which were long and tiresome and cheerless and unat-

(1) Miller, E.%., The Princeton Theological Review, Vol.II,1904

rticle: The Great Awakenl pe5
(2) “11182‘. E.W., Ibido’ p. 54 -

[ttt




tractive. Instruments of music were forbidden in many
Places. fThe 8inging of hymns was not allowed. However,the
congregation wag permitted to chant a psalm or two if it so
desired. The germone vere metaphysical in character. The
Practical application of the Word of God to the lives of
the penple ¥ae 2lmost entirely omitted. The preacher would
ramble on for two or three hours dlscussing abstreet thoughts
which were very difficult for the hearers to understand. The
theology of wer “nglend was ultra-Calvinistic. It amounted
to the procticel deniel of humn freedom. If God decides
vhether I am to be one of the elect or one of the damned,
then why ehould I go to church at a1l remsoned many & sensl-
ble New Englander. The ultra-Calvinietic theology brought
about cold, deag preaching. The preaching of dootrine was
Smphasized instead of the nreaching of regeneration, new
1ife, new birth. In general the preachers were lifelese,
and the churches were dead. It is no wonder that fervid,

| enthusiastic revivaliste found ready and eager ears all over
the ocolonies. In the southern colonies the supply of minis-
ters and churches ana echoole had not kept pace with the
grovth of the porulation. Many of the clergymen sent to the
colonies were goarcely of a character to afford effective
religious leadership. It is sald that many of them had not
©xperienced conversion. @ilbert Tennet preached a sermon

On the "Unconverted Hinistry". Leonard Woolsey Bason says
that the Church had = clergy, and adde: "-- and euch a cler=-
8Ys" with speclal emphasie upon the 'such'. The following




18 a short account from Bacon:

"Traneferring to Amerlca the most shameful faults
of the English Fetablishment, it gave the eacred offic-
€8 of the Christian minlstry by 'patronage' into the
hande of debauched nnd corrupt adventurers, whose char=-
Acter in seneral wae below the not very lofty standard
of the peonle whom they pretended to serve in the name
Of Jesue Christ. Both in Virginia and in Maryland the
infliction of this rabble of silmonists ae e burden up-
on the public treasury was a nulsence under which the
People grew more nnd more restive from year to year.

. There wae no spirituzl discipline to which this pre-
trallle was amenable. It was the constant effort of
good cltizens in the leglelature and in the vestries,
1f not to starve out the vermin, at least hold them ¥
lil )aome eort of subjection to the power of the purse.

A dead clergy bringe on a dead church; and 2 dead church
bringe on spiritusl indifference on the part of the populace.
There were only scnttered members of the Christian communi-
ties, who were wn iting for the inbreathing of some quickening
8piritual influence that might bulld the whole into a 1iving
church.

That the church was not a living church wes also due to
the meneures of the Half-way Covenant. The changes brought
about by the Half=-Vay Covenant helped to bring about the
great decline in religlous interests, and thue alded in pav-
ing the way for the mighty movement which we call the Great
Awakening. The Half-Way Covenant was adopted by the Synod
of Massachusetts in 1662. It provided that the children of
parents who hed been baptized in infancy, but had not pro-
fessed conversion, might receive baptism. It was expected
that such parents would acknowledge their intellectual ac-
ceptance of the Gospel and their submission to the disciplinme
(1) Bacon, L.™., History of Amerlcan Christianity, (American -

urch History Series, Vol XIII), Christlan Lit. Co., New
York, 1897 :
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of the Church. All those who made such acknowledgement and
Presented thetr chlldren for baptism were spoken of as mem=
bers of the Church "by the Half-Way Covenant". These mem=
bers, usually lukewsrm or 1ndirrerent‘:i‘:an1ad the Lord's Sup-
Per. The grandchildren were baptized on the strength that
the parentg were in the covenant relation. Matters became
¥Oree when Stoddard ndvocsted that the unregenerate should
be admitted to the Tord's Supper ag a converting means. :
This resulted in the lovest depth 1n 'énsresatlon!!l doctrine
and 1ife. The Half-Way Covenant helped to bring about ".apl.r =
1tual death".

In this verilod of spiritusl desth the revivallats be-
8an to work. Their prenching of sin and grace found eager
2nd anxioue 1lis teners. Thelr preaching was effective be-
Gause it was good premching. A definite cause of the Great
Awakening wae the porerful presching of the revivallsts.
Jonathan Edwards and George Vhitefleld were fervid, effec-
tlve preachers. =dvards mede e special study of the psyohol-
08y of revivals. The people of Northampton gave his sermons
the most prominent vlace among the influences which atarted

and maintalned the revival. Hie germon, Sinners in the Hands

- . Of an Angry God, brought about immediate results. George

Whitefleld wag considered the ableet preacher of his time.
BenjJamin Franklin paid tribute to the eloquence of this tra=-

veling revivalist by writing:

"The multitudes of all sects and denominatione that
attended his sermons were enormous, and 1t was 2 matter
of speculation to me (who was one of his number) to ob-
8erve the extraordinary influence of his oratory on his
hearers, and how much they admired and respected him,
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notwithstanding his common abuse of them by assuring
them that they were nn turally half-beast and half-dev-
il. It was wonderful to see the change soon made in
the manner of our inhabitants. From belng thoughtlese
and indifferent about rcliglon, it seemed es if the
world were groving religilous, so that one could not
Walk through Phlladelphia in the evening without hear-_
(’-?5 pealms eung in different families in every street.”
Seorge "hitefield remched his peak 1n the year 1740;
Jonathan ~awards prenched hie femoue sermon in the year 1734.
Hovever, already in 1720 Domine Theodore J. Freylinghuysen
“Preached with such fervor and sarnestnese that he wakened re-
ligious feelinz in his own narleh which overflowed the limite
8nd became as one of the strenms that made glad the city of
God. The famoue "Log GCollege" preachers were known for their
fervid and erfective prenching.
The rrenching of the revivelists, the dalf-¥ay Covenant,
the dead formaliem in the churches, and the spiritual indif-
fercnce of the people were the religlous causes which helped

bring on the Great Avakening.

200NOKIC CAUSES - - The economlc causes of thie great revival
%ere the Indian warfare and the increase in wealth. The con-
tinual wars with the redmen helped to bring about spiritual
thoughtlesenes. The colonilst had to protect hls home from
the plundering of the Indian. He had to be on guard every
minute of the day lest he be caught aslesp when the redman
yelled his war-whoop and vas ready to sweep down upon him and
his family. we can well remember the plctures of the Puri-
tans golng to church on Sundey mornlng carrylng gune for pro-

tection. Not every Purltan was religlous enough to toke the

(L)ualer, .., op. oit. Pe 551

e ——————
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chance of attending services while his home lay subject to

the ravages of the Indainn. Often open warfare made it im=-
possible even for the best of Christian to attend church.
"The Indian viarfare had done much to dletract and brutalize
the 1lifg of the colonlests and render them neglectful of such .
Meager religious opportunitles as were withln ‘thelr reach.”
(1)

The second and third generatlion of coloniets were in-
terested more 1n economics than in religlon. The desire to
&1in wealth haa lnereased. The new country gave every man
&n opportunity to become rich. The generatlon became money-
minded instead of God-minded. The desire for worldly goods
kept people away from church, and so helped to bring about
the rﬂllSIDu declenslon in the colonies. The richer a men
becomes the lesg he thinke of God. So, the more the colo-
nlste prospered the lese they thought of God. This much for

the economic causes of the Great Awakenlnge

POLITICAY, CAUSES - - Now & word or two concerning the poli-
tical causes. The political causes which brought about re-
liglous indifference were the forcible establishment of Eng-
land and the Union of Church and Sta.te. The fect thet the
fnalicon Ohurch tried to force itself upon the coloniste
kept many of the colonlste sway from church and fror God.--
The Established Church of England seemed to be under the im-
Pression that the =nglish colonlasts could accept no other

church than the Znglican. Through its missionaries 1t tried

to push 1%self upon the coloniste. "The Soclety for the Pro-

(1) ¥11er, ®.w., Op.c1T: p. 548
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Pagatlon of the Gospel was promptly in the fleld, with its
Q111gent miselonarice 2nd 1te ignoble pollicy of doing the
®ork of Christ ang ‘humenity with = ghrevd eye to the main
chance Of ‘making proselytes to its pz-.rt.y."“') ilowever, the
Policy of force doee not work. "The foreible establishment
Of the Church of “ngland in colonies of which but & small
Proportion of the populatlon was Eplscopalecn occasioned
strife ang delayed religlous develoment.“(a’ "In the Cer-
Olinas the atteppted estoblighment of the “nglish Church

¥as an absolute fallure. Tt wasg a church (with elight ex-
ceptions ) without pnrlahen.'without aervices, without clergy,
Without peorle, but with certnln pretensions in law which
Were hindrances in the vay of other Christlan work, and vhich
tended to mxe 1teelf generally odlous."(a) Force did not
help. It brought about religlous indifference.

This condition of spiritual indlfference whlch brought
about the Great &wakening was alded by the union of church
8nd state. The roy=1 governore sent over by England took 1t
for granted that the English Church was tae Church to which
811 should belong. The Church and the State worked hand in
hand in governing or, better, misgoverning the people. =-
Churoh membership wne made a requisite to oitizenship. The
churches were supported by taxatlon. The attendance at ser=
Vices wag compulsory by law. The colonlsts suffered under the"
tyranny of church and state. They began to complain. They
refused to go to church. They begen to show spiritual care-
lessness. "The Tnglleh Church, enjoying "' the pr_eat.lé'e of rpyal
(] AR v opoets, o, R
(3) Bacon, L.%., Op.cit. p. 148.



favor ana princely munificence,' suffered aleo the draw=~
backe incidentsl to theee sdvantaoges - the odlum attending
the unjust ana despotic mensures resorted to for its =24-
Vancement, the vile chiracter of royal officl=ale, who con-
doned the privnte vices by moie ostentatioue zeal for thelr
officinl church, =2nd well-founded populer auegiclon of 1its
prevading antagonlsm to the encronchmente of the British
government.” (e Politice in the affeirs of the church help=-
ed to kesp psople avny from the church, and helped to bring
about relizlous indifference. = Thie epiritual indifference

¥as the chlel cause of the Grent Awakening.

(1) Bacon, I.%., Op.cit. p. 135




ITTI. THE GHEAT AWAKFNING ITSELF -

BEGINNING - - The year 1740 ia the commonly zccepted date
for the Grent Awakening. In reslity 1t commenced in 1720
when Theodorus J. Freylinghuysen began his fruitful labors
among the Dutoh settlers along the Raritan. In 1734 the
Avakening was glven freeh impetus by the outbreak of the
Edvards's revival in Northappton, Messachusetts. In 1740
George Thitefield made his first tour through New England.
Becnuse of the great resulte of thig tour the yesr 1740 1is
usuzlly given as central to the reviv=ls in ‘merica. Dur=-
ing the following yeer (1741) the Greet Awzkening may be
8ald to have becn 2t 1te height; 1t had now become & na-
tlonal movement, extending from daine to Georgla. A4s a
movement profoundly affecting the colonles at large the A=~
wakening may be sald to have ended sbout 1745.

FREVLINGHUYSEN - = In January, 1720, Theodorus Freylinghuy-
gen, of Dutch Reformed connectlon, landed in New York, and
became the 2postle of reviv-lism to that sect. Freylinghuy-
gen was not a Hollander but a German who had come under Ple-
tistic influence in the fatherland. He spent hls student days
in Holland, 2nd thus he became connected with the Dutch Re-
formed Church. 1In 1720 his fervid preaching stirred the Dutch
2nd derman Reformed of New Jersey into action. By 1726 his

revival had not only gripped the Dutch settlers but was epread-




1ng to the newly organized Presbyterion congregations in the
Valley. Freylinghuyeen was known =8 the originator of revi-
vale in Amerlca. His doctrines and revival methods were ac-
cepted by the Tennentsl. by Tdwards, By “hitefleld, and by
the Weeleys. Thie fot places him, in polnt of time, at the
head of the revivals. This enrly revival among the Dutch

in central New Jersey attracted 1ittle attentlion in the oth-
er colonles. It probably would have been forgetten were it

not for the revivals which followed.

IENNENT - - Another revival in New Jersey occured under the
lendershlp of Gilbert Tennent. Tennent, a neighboring pas-
tor of Freylinghuysen, had a pastorate at New.Brunswick,
New Jersey. He was the eldest of four sons whom Villlam
Tennent, an Episcopalian minister from Ireland, had brought
with him to America and educated at his Log College. Gil-

bert Tennent was much impressed with the work of the Rev.

Theodorus Freylinghuysen. Falling under the Dutch revival-

1st's influence, Tennent begen 1n 1728 a work of revival
which extended into the adJaeént. parishes of hls Presbyter-
1an brethren. Hls fervid preaching made him the centre of
the revivallst movement among the Presbyterians in New Jer-
8ey. "Tennent reflected the manner of the Pletists, with-
out alleviating the tinge of cheerfulnese which the Meth-
odiste got from the Moravians."u) The preaching of Tennent
wae plain in 1its ;!eele.ratlon of the hopeless condition of
the unregenerate. He emphasized sin and the sinner; he

merely mentioned grace and the Savior. Nevertheless, he be-

(1) Thompson, R.E., Presbyterians, (American Church History
Series, V.ol.vﬂ Christian Lit. Co., New- York,1894, p. 31




eame one of the principal promoters of the revival among the

Presbyterians.

ZDVARDS - - When Gllbert Tennent was studying the revival
Work of Theodorus Freylinghuysen, in New Jeresey, Jonathan
Edwards wasg trying to decide whether to accept a call to a
pastorate or not. After having decll&eﬂ various calls, he
Was ordained, on Februsry 15, 1727, as pastor of the church
in Northampton, Imesachusette. Jonathan Fdwarde wae born at
Fast Vindsor, Connecticut, on October 5, 1703. He was the
only son. He had ten slstera, some of whom became the wives
of eminent men. 1In 1716, just before he reached the age of
13, he entered Yale College. He wae an scute thinker and a
distinsulshed scholar. Before he renched the age of seven-
teen hie reflections on the myeteries of God, the universe
and the human mind wefe such as to command the attentlon and
respect of students of philosophy. In September, 1723, Jon-
fthan Edwards, after graduation from Yale, accepted 2 call
to serve at Northampton, :assachusetts, as 2 colleague with
his celebrated grandfather, Solomon Stoddsrd. On July 28,
1727 he married the beautiful Sarah Plerrepont, then seven-
teen, the daughter of the Rev. James Plerrepont, of New Ha=-
ven, Connecticut. The union proved = happy one, for Xrs.
Edwards was the "consummate flower of Puritan womanhood,
thenceforth the companion not only of his pastoral ceres and
sorrows, but of his seraphic contemplations of divine things."
(1) ur. stoadard dled February 11, 1729, lezving the young
minister in full pastoral eharae.. In the year 1734 ocourred

(1) Bacon, L.W., Op.cit. p. 156




2 remarkable avakening of religious feeling in his parish.
He carried the church through two great periods of revival
(1734-35, 1740-42), ana added over five hundrea and fifty
names to its membership. Thig, however, represents but a
Small part of his influence. Both by his preaching at North-
ampton ond elsevhere =2nd by hieg published writings, notably
hls printed sermons and his works dealing with the revivals,
he poverfully affected the currents of religious thought and
1life throuzhout New kngland and the nelghboring coloniles.

The estrangement between Edwards and his people began in 1744,
in connection with = case of discipline in which 2 large num-

ber of youth belonging to the leading famllies of the town

were brought under suspicion of reading and circulating im-
moral books. .Finally, on June 22, 1750, the Council, con=
Vened to-adviae on the matter, recommended, by a vote of 10
to 9, the minority protesting, that the pastoral relations
should be dlesolved. So, in his forty-seventh year Edwards
vwas dismissed from hie Northampton pastorate. He had acou-
mulated no property for the support of his "numerous-and
chargeable family". He was compelled to receive pecuniary
ald from hie friends. In July, 1751, he was instelled as s
pag tor of a small Congregational Church ln Stockbridge, Massa=-
chusetts, and as miselonary to the Housatonic tribe of In-
dlans 8% that.places In 1754 he published the most cele-
brated of his works, his Eseay on the Freedom of the Will.
Fhile iivlns in a kind of exlle as a misslonary amonz the
Indlqna he was invited to the presidency of the College at
Princeton, New Jersey. He wae elected to the office on the
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twenty-gixth of September, 1757. He was inaugurated as
President on the sixteenth of Februery, 1758. However, he

died five weeks later on uMarch 22, 1758.

M = = In the year 1734 tue parish in Northampton
BeSmed to show a new interest in religion. It was from the
Joung people that there came the firet response to Jonathan
Edwardge preaching and personal intcrest. The young people
became more attentive to religious things; they gave up
their gocilal frollcs on Sunday evenings, and dévoted their
time to meetinge of a religious nature in private houses.
The young beople made the beginning, 2nd by the middle of
the next year (1735), the entire community was aroused to
the moet intense epiritual interest. As one of the results
of Xdwarda's prcaching a young woman, & leader in the vil-

lage gaities, becrme serious and gave evidence of a heart

truly broken nnd sanctified. Edwards estimated that more

than 300 exnerienced conversion in a half a year, fifty of
whom were over forty yeare of- age. & hundred were admitted
to the Church at one time, eighty at another, and this con-

tinued until nearly all the adults in the community were

eénrolled as communicants. In the year 1736 Jonathan Ed-

wardgpublished his Narrative of Surprising Converalons.
Thle drew attention from all the English-speaking Christians
to the New "ngland revival, and profoundly influenced John

Wesley and others of the evangelistic spirit in Great

Britain. The intensely earnest sermons, the holy life, and
Vhole—~

the loving prayers of Jonathan Edwards bore fruit.
The little town

sale conversions attrnocted wide attention.




of Northampton with 1ts 200 families soon round iteelf the
center of the eager interest of the %hole country. Vigitors
e?me from 2 dlstance and attended the ihronsed gervices, in
order to witness the chenge in the spirilt of the town. As
€vldence for the miraculous change that occurred in Norhh-
ampton we have the occount of Edwarde' Narrative. A para=-
graph resds: :

"The work of Jod, as 1t wes carried on, and the
number of true saints multiplied, soon made a glor-
ious alteration in the town, so that in the epring
and summer, anno 1735, the town scemed to be full of
the prescnce of God. It wae never so full of love,
nor so full of joy, 2nd yet so full of distress, as
i1t voe then. There were remarkable tokens of God's
presence in almost every house. It was a time of joy
1n the familles on account of salvation's being
brought to them; parents rejolcing over thelr chll-

- dren ae being new born, 2nd husbands over thelr wives,
and wives over their husbends."” (1) Another para=-
graph from Edwards' Narrative of Surprising Conver-
sions reads: "Our public assemblies were then beau=
tiful; the congregntion was alive in God's servlce,
every one intent on the public worshlp, every hearer
eager to drink in the words of the minlster as they

came from his mouth." (2)

By invitation of the neighboring pastors Jonathan Ed-
warde preached in many of the nelghboring communltles, which
had hen&d of hls wonderful work. In other communities the
pastors themselves copled the style of Edwards' preaching,
and tried to bring about their own revivals. Edwards states
that the peports of the visitors who had come to Korthampton
mere the means of starting “a swlft and most extraordinary
propagation” through the town of Zassachusetis and Connec-
ticut. Mr. Zdwards was the leader of the revivalists in the
colonies. He had studled the phenomena of the revival with
the keeness of a philosopher.

(l) EP.GO!!. LeWe, Op. clto, Pe I;?
(2) Bacon, L.W., Ibld., p. 157 ;
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HIS THEOLOGY = = The revival in Northampton, Hassachusetts

began in December, 1734, vhile Jonathan Edwards wee preach-
ing a serles of sermons on justificatlon by falth alone.
Edwards denled that any action "however good in itself, done
by an unconverted man"™ could avall in procuring selvation.
Salvation was a gift of God alone. "His whole exlstence vag
2 consclous longlng after the Divine, springing from a pro-

foun§ conviction of the painful renlity of gln and the glor-

lous reality of redemption.” (1) Edwards saw "that the con-

Verslon required was a deep and prevading, a divinely wrought

work in the soul."” (2)

"He believed that he had dlscovered a norm to which
the relizlous expsrience of most might be expected to
conform... Thsre 1= first a concern for one's spirituzl
gafety; this may deepen into torturing anxlety or fall
into melancholy or change into resentment =2t God's deal-~
inge... This 1s followed by a realization of one's ab-
golute dependence upon God's power and grace as revealed
in Christ, and a recognitlon of his utter ill-desert and
Just condemnation before God. At thls stzge the subject
might suffer great spiritual agony, but he was encour-
aged to hope that the divine mercy might abound towzra
him, and was urged to commlt himself unreservedly to
God's purpose for him... To thle period of suspense or-
dinarily succeeded one of joy and peace in the aseur-
ance of God's pardon and acceptance... To have passed
throuzht such experience was, in Edwards' judgment, to
possess 'consclous converalon,' and he classified his
parishioners and encouraged them to classify themselves
wilth reference to thie criterion.” (3)

In general, it may be gald that Edwarde vwas simply re-
turning to the themes of the early Puritan preachers. He
reverted to the old idea of the Church as the company of the

regenerate, 2and conversion as the condition of admisslion to 1it.

(1) Dorchester, D., Christianity in the Unlted States, Hunt
an on, New York, 1890, p. 140

(2) Foster, F.H., A @enetic Hiatory of the New England Theol-
o?i University of Chicago Press, Chicago, 1907, p. 54

(3) uliler, £.v., Op.oit., p. 550




Jonathan Edwarde found himself in the conflict between
Calvinism and Arminianism. According to strict Calvinism
God d4id all the work of salvation and damnetion. So, why
preach a2t 211? If God 1s the absolute soé?eisn who deter-
mines beforehand who is to be seved and who is to be damned,
then why encourage the peovle to ;oln\ the church. This
conflict between the doctrines of total depravity and free
will csused Hr. Edwards to examine the doctrines carefully.
The result was the New Ens}and Theology which tries to com-
blne the Calvinietic and Arminlan elements 1ln conversion.
In his treatise on the Freedom of the Vill Edwards

"propounded a distinction which was not correct or
succeesful as he presented it, but which proved,
vith a better understanding, of great use to his
succcesors =- that betveen natural and moral abil=-
ity end inability. In a word, natural ability and
inabllity arise from natural or physlcal cauees;
moral ability and inabllity, from motives, or states
of the will which are resolvable, in the last analy=-
fls, into motives... Now, inasmuch as Fdwards' 'mo=
tives' are true couses, moral inabillity does not
really differ in essence from natural; for both are
effects. H=nce the distinction 1s sophlsticated as
presented in Edwards.... But in Edwarde' followers
1t became correct and valusble, and was of use in
distinguishing between what were described as the
'ean't'! of lack of power, =nd the 'can't' which is
really 'vont'... Thus much light was shed at gever-
al points upon difficult doctrines. ZThe old Cal-
Vinlem had had no place for =ny 2bility to good, and
this had been the paralyzing influence of the early
days. T=dwards introduced an ability, which in pro-
cegs of time became a true ability, under which re=-
vival presching arose."(1)

Arminianism emphasized the inward side of theology too much,
Just as the extreme Calvinlsm of the early days had empha-
sized the godwnrd side too much. The future lay with neither
extreme. The New Tngland theology was flnally to attempt a

(1) Foster, F.H., Op.cit.; p. 78
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better adjustment of theee two elemente to one another; but
it wae indlspensable that it should not firat forget the adi-
Vine side. "The mind of the age, a2s well ms the experience
of the churches, had oome to the point where the old doe-
trins of eoégeisnty necded modlfication. kore room was de-
manded for the actlvity of man.“(l’ The result was the New
England Theology.

An excerpt from the sermon, Sinners in the Hande of an

Angry God, preached in 1741 by Jonathen Zdwarde thiows some

1ight upon his theology:

"The God that holds you over the pit of hell,
much as one holde a gplder or some loathsome insect
over the fire, abhors you, and 1s dreadfully oro-
vokzed; hls wrath towarde you burns like fire; he
looks upon you as worthy of nothing else, but to be
cast into the fire; he 18 of purer eyes then to bear
to have you in his sight; you are ten thousand timee
80 abominable in hie eyes, as the most hateful and
Venomoue serpent ie in ours. You have offended him
infinltely more than ever a stubborn rebel did hils
prince: and yet it 1s nothing b&t his hand that
holds you from falling into the filre every moment;
'tie nscribed teo nothing else, that you did not go
to hell the lest night; that you was suffered to a-
wake azailn in this world after you closed your eyes
to sleep; and there is no other reason to be given
why you have not drooped into hell slnce you arose
this morning, but that God's hand has held you up."(2)

Edwards wes 2 Calvinist who found it difficult to preach

the strict soégeisnty of God. He tried to glve man some
credit in his conversion. Thus he helped to bring about the
new divinity which is known today as the New England Theology.

DICKINSON AND BLAIR = - The revival epirit of Edwnrds soon
apread to various sectlons of the country. From Northampton

the revival spread to Newark, New Jersey. There it reigned

(1) Foster, F.H., Ibid., D= B3
(2) Gardiner, H.N., Selected Sermons of Jonathan Edwards,

ilaclillan Co,, New York, 1904, p. 88
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under the lendership of Jonathan Dickénson. Dickinson vas
the pagtor at Elizabsth, New Jersey, but hie influence and
activity extended through 211 that pert of Hew Jersey. He
€281ly became the lender of the rapldly groving communion of
Pregbyterian churches. This revival under Dickinsop began
in Auzust, 1739. It was chlefly observable among the young
people. By ¥arch, 1740, the whole town was brought under

an uncommon coneern about thelr. eternal interests. In the
spring of 1740 New Londonderfy, Penneylvania, a Scotch-irish
community, recelvsd aes ite pastor & fervid graduate of the
Log Collcge. This graduate was Samuel Blair, who brought
revivnl meetings into New Londonderry. Dickinson and Blair,
Freylinghuysen 2nd@ Tennent, and even the great Fawsrds,
brouzht about revivals which were confined to localitiles.

It beenme the tack of the master revivalist CGeorge Fhitefleld

to bind these loenl awckeninge into one unified vhole.

RHITEFIFLD - Life - - George Thitefield was born in Glou-
cester, =ngland, in Bell Inn, & tavern, on December 16, 1714.
Hile fother wae a tevern keeper, who dled when George was yet
younz. George was educated by his plous mother. TFor a time
hle mother's business falled, and George was forced to gult
echool and to work in the inn which his mother was trylng to
keep from bankruptoy. For a while he seemed to have no in-
terest in the welfare of his soul, but as time went on he
did become more and more interested in eternal things. Vhen
hils mother's busineas improved, George was sent to Pembroke

College, Oxford. There he met the two Wesleya; and the three
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of them formed a soclety. While at school, George was not
oonenlouous for his mcholership. But there wee one phase
Of school 1ife 1n which he excelled alliothere, end that
was 1n spenking nnd scting. Dr. Benson, blshop of Glouces=
ter, who wne ncquddnted vwith thle tolented and plous youth,
resolved to grant him ordination, and the solemn ceremony
wWas performed at Gloucester on Juné 20, 1736. In 1738 White-
fleld arrived ot Savannah, &eorgie. He started his campalgn
Of prenching. In L1740 he made his firet vieit to New Eng-
land. He met with a cordisl velcome. At Eoston all pulplts
were opened to him, =nd £he churches were thronged with ea=
8er and exclted 11sbenere.‘

“hitefleld,nbove everything else, was a prencher. He
conirlbuted much to hls preaching by giving people a chance
to expreas their new religlous enthusiasm, e collected
aoney Tor his orphanage in Georglea. By turning the thoughts
of the people to otherz' needs, and giving them » chance to
do =omcthing, he prevented hls audlences from centering their
entlre attentlon upon themeelvee in paesive introspection or
§8lfish religious rapture.

Recelving zn invitation from the Ereklnee of Dunfermline,
Whiteficld left Amerlce and went to Scotlsnd in the July of °
1741. In November he went to Tales, where he married ira.
Elizabeth James, a widow ten years his senlor. Of hig bride
he wrote, "Once gay, but for three yeara laet past & despised
follower of .the Lamb of God, nelther rich in fortune nor beau-

tiful as to person, bui I belleve a true child of God, and one

. T I —
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who would not, I think, attempt to hinder me in His work for
the world."(1) His wife proved a worthy, affectionate, znd

loyal helpmeet, accompanylng him on hle journeys, and bear-

ing him a eon, whom, sedly enough, thég had to resign to the
"Father of deroles" a few monthe after birth in 1744.

Loesing hle only child was not the only disaprointment
George Whitefield had to face. Even though he wos met with
Joy and rejoicing by most of the people, there were some
who hated and despleed him. All grect men muet take the
bitter with the swert. Often Whitefleld met with oppoeition
nd perll. This can be seen from the followlng incident:

"The late Rev. Henry Tanner, of Exeter, in the
year 1743, removed to Plymouth, to obtain employment
ag a ghipbullder. Here it pleased God to call him
by hls grice, under the ministry of Mr. Whitefleld.
delng at work he heard from a conslderable dlestance,
the volce of that zealous man of God, who waes preach-
ing in the street, or fleldas, probably between Ply~-
mouth town a2nd Dock; he lmmedlately concluded that
the preacher was a2 mrdman; and determined, with five
or elx of his companione, to go and knock him off
from the place on which he etood; and for the pur-
pose of more effectually injuring the mad parson,
they loaded their pockets with stones. Vhen, how-
ever, Tanner drew near, and perceived lir. VWhitefield
extending hie arms, and in the most pathetic lan-
guage inviting poor lost sinners to Chrlet, he was
gtruck with amazement. His resolution falled him;
he listened with astonishment, and was soon con=-
Vinced that the preacher was not mad; but was indeed
speaking the words of truth and soberness." (2)

George “Whitefleld traveled extensively throughout the
colonles and throughout England. Wherever he went he pro-
claimed the ¥Word of God in all its power, and invited the
loet sinners to return to Christ. His early visits to Amere
1ca were blessed. with frultful religlous revtva}a. But his
(1) Hardy, E.N., The ReIlglous Digest, Dec., 1938. Art.

George Whitefield the iatchleas Soul Saver, p. 90

(2) @gillles, J., Memolrs of Rev. George Whitefield,
Hunt and Noyes, Middletown, 1838, p. 100




later tours in 1754, 1764, and 1770 were much less fruitful
in religlous excitement. MNoticeably wezk when preaching at
Exeter on the twenty-nlnth.of September, 1770, Vhitefleld
on that same night was roused from hls bed by a crowd of
people who urged him to preach to them. Thils he did. That
night he suffered a severe attack of asthma. At gix ‘the
next morning he wae translated into the presence of hie iag-
ter, whom he had served ardently for thirty-four years. He
died saying, almoet with his laest brezth, "Lord Jesus, I am
veary in they work, but not of thy work."(1l)

Rev1Vai work = = The man of God vho passed away at New=-
. buryport, lassachusetts, on that sblemn morning in 1770 hass
been called the "areatest preacher of the century."(2) His
revival work made him the greatest preacher. It became the
task of thls preacher to bind the different revivals into
one whole. During the year following 1735 there were re-
vivals in mang churches in various parts of New FEngland.
They were loosely linked together. It was the great George
%hitefield who became the chlef personal bond amohg the re-
vivaliste. Under his leadership the small awakenings broad-
ened out into a natlonal movemeﬁt. It was the work of this
glfted Englishman that gave the Great Awakening the national
character. In 1739 Vhitefleld c=me to imerica. The popular
responee given to the preaching of this youth, who was but
twenty~five years of age, can be to some degree explalned ﬁw
ﬁhe general interest which had been developed by the revi-
vals already in progress, as well as by the sensation whilch
(1) Dorchester, D., Op. oits, p. 142

(2)sweet, W.5., The Story of Rellslona in Americs,
Harper and Bros., New York, 1930, p. 190
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he had recently exclited in Zngland. In New York Pemberton,
- the Preebyterian minister, had welcomed him to hie pulpit.
From New York Yhitefield turned southward and treavelled by
slow degrees through the colonles to Georgla. it ench stop-
ring place he found enger crowds avwelting his coming and
ready to respond to his fervid appenls. On his way back to
New York he vislted the Tennents and found in them kindred
spirite. He arrived in Philadelphiz early in November,1739°,
and at once began hie remarkable evangellistlc.work, prezch-
ing to crowded churches and to thousande in the open air.
"From Phlladelphla he went to New York, then to

Phliladelphia agein, then to Chester, Pa., then to Del-

avare, then to Charleston, S.C-, and Savannah, Ga.,

then moving to Phil=zdelphia and lew York, then to Sa-

vannah, and thence to New ‘ngland, moving like an

angel in the espocalyptic vision, hls progress every-

where = spiritusl triumph."(1l)

In September, 1740, he arrived at Boston, lassachusetts.

He had@ been invited there by Dr. Colman, a prominent pastor
in the city. He was weloomed by most of the ministers and
vwas ghown every mark of reverent esteem by Governor Belcher.
For more than tvwo wecks he vreached to crowded churches.
tultitudee were melted to teare under hle appezls, and they
professed thelr determination to lead a better life. On his
way back to New York and to the southern colonles ¥hitefleld
visited Northampton énd wéa cordially invitecd to the home of
Jonathan Edwards. Hls sojourn there had the effect of start-
ing another revival in Northampton. His brlef tour throush
New England wae followed by very general revivals, manj of
them in communities which he had not visited. At the request

(1) Dorchester,D., Op. 61t., p. 142




of %Whitefield Gllbert Tennent commenced ltinerant revivellie-
tlc work in Boeton and vieinlty. any New England pastore,
including “dwardes beonme engaged in 1tinerant evangelism, as

a2 reszult of his vieltse. For mmny years Vhitefleld threw him-
gelf unsparingly into the work of pre=ching, in town and
country, traveling horescback, noat, and by foot. He was ever
the fearless soldier of the cross, obeying the great command
to "Go" into =211 the world, bearing the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
In New England in July 1748, "Vhitefleld made the signiflcant
acqudintance of Lady Huntingfon, vho by throwing her: Chelsea
mansion oven to the ellte that they might hear Whitefield there,
induccd rellglous thinklng and conviction among the greatest
men and vwomen of the period."(l1) The year 1740 =nd 1741 dur=-
ing which George *hitefield made his rirs#tour through the
colcnies marked the climnx of the Great Zwakening. It wae he

who beeame the chief bond among.the revivalists.

HIS THEOLOJY =-- George Vhitefleld was a strict Calvinist.

He bellcve wholeheartedly 1in the absolute so&geisnty of God.
dls clash with John V¥esley came when the latter tried to in-
Ject Arminian teaching into Colvinism. Thiltefleld belleved
that man could do absolutely nothing toward his salvation.
God had done 1t nll., He belleved in the totol depravity of
the sinner. with his customary force, he characterlzed the
natural men éa "half-beast, half-devil.”" He belleved in the
dootrine of the new birth. This teaching, vhich he had ex-
psri=nced in hle own soul became one of the chlef themes of

hie sermons. Charles Weeley had recommended the book, "The

(1) Bardy, E.N., Op.cite, pe 91
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Life of God in the Soul of Mon", to Thitefleld for rezding.
The perusal of thle book filled Whitefleld with joy when he
read that true religlon 1s the union of the soul with God or
Christ formed 1n us.

"The doetrine of the nev birth, which he nov ex-
perlenced in its incipient form in his own soul, be-
camec one of the maln themes of hie preaching to the
end of his life. In his actunrl search for spiritual
reallity and peace in the tvo years following, Fhite-
fleld turned from faith in good vorks to Quietism,
then to asceticism, which brought him to the sickbed,
and whlle recuperating he meditated and, like a ray
of divine light, the joyous vision of true falth in
Christ came to him. And this was about seven weeks
after the Tagter of 1735." (1)

John Wesley was an fArminien. !e belleved that men could
eave himself. Jonathan Edvarde wees a Calvinist, but he, too,
gave vay to hie natural feelings, and escribed to m=n a per-
.tlele of credit for hls salvation. George Vhitefleld, how=-
ever, believed that man could do absolutely nothlng to galn
heaven. Controvecrey had ariesen between Vhitefield and Vealey
concerning the former's Calvinletic view and the latter's
Arminian view on predestinetion. Thls dispute wae never
settled. Z=ven though it was never settled, 1t little hinder-
ed the preaching work of Whitefield. .

End = During the year 1741, vhen Fhitefleld made his
famous tour through the aolonles, the Great Awakening may be
eald to have been at 1te height. It had become a natlonal
movem:=nt, extending from lz2ine to Georgla, and engrossing
the interest of hundrede of communities. But the work gra-
dually declined after 1741, though waves of religlous inter-
est continued to pess over the colonles and important revi-

vals here and tﬁere were occaslonal occurences. Ags a move-

(1) ga_rgx’ Elno. Op. cit.. De 5
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IV. RESULTS OF THE GRELT AW/KENING

300D RESULTS - - The Greet Awakening had meny good and many
evlil resulte. First, the good results will be consldered.

fa an important conseguence of the Grent ﬁwakenlng'ggr
liglon became 2 vital element in the life of the people.
For more than a decade religion wes set in the forefront of
péputar attention. It becoame to scores of thousands & mat-
ter of cerious personal consideration. Hot only was the
1ife of the Church renewed, but multitudes who had up to
this time been wholly neglectful of the claims of religion
were led to begin & new life. The Great Awakenlng hed
tranesformed many communities. It had everywhere drswn peo-
ple together in large numbers. It resulted in the spiritual
quickening of the churches. There were many pastofa to wvhom _
the revival brought 2 more fervid zeal and nev aggressive-
ness, if not théer first experience of a true spiritual life.
There was a quickening of new life in the unconverted mem-
beres of the churches. The religious life expressed itself
in new forme of activities. Devereux Jarrat, a convert of -,
the revival, went to England for or&ination, and returned
to labor for the Eplscopal Church in Virginia. By common
coneent the dangerous compromise of the Half-Vay Covenant L
wae glven up. There came about the recognition of the need

of cultivating the religious life of the communlities. Spe-




clal emphnsis wae.placed upon youth. Young People's Socle- -
tles became a fenture of the 1life of moet of the American
Churches. The generatlon began to think about apiritual and
eternal thinge, nnd to dwell less upon the material egide of
life. Religlon had become 2 necessary element in the 1ife
of the individu=l.

The interest in religion was attended by the growth in
church membership. It has been estimated that as high as
50,000 in New England alone, and 300,000 in the country at

large were won for the churoh.(1) All the denominations,
even the Quakers, shared in the results of the revivals; but
the denominations which profited most were the Congregation-
alists, the Presbyterisns, and the Baptists. Joseph Tracy,
in hie famous book, "Great Awakening", tells us that in
twenty years ending in 1760 the number of New Fngland éhuroh-
ee had been increased by one hundred and fifty. In the
mlddle colonles the Prelbyterlan minlietry had grown from for-
ty-five clergymen to more than one hundred.( & ‘The gain, of
couree, wne mainly in the New Side. The average man began
to think concerning the welfare of hils soul, and a8 a result
sought membership in the church of his community. The ap-
peals of ﬁhe revivalists mede whole femilies coneclous of a
1living deity, and as a oonéequence whole famlilles would seek
to Join churches. :

The realization of the importance of religlon resulted

in great miseionary activities. There was an increase in ~
missionsry interest, especlally among the Indlanas. FEdwaras

(1) Miller, E.W., Op.cit.; p. 50K
(2) Bacon, 'L. .,’Op. cit.: p. 172
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cltes the conversion of Indians and negroes as one of the
particulars in which the work of the revival wae glorious.
In 1734 David Bralnerd, a convert of the revival, began ex-
tensive misslonary labors among the Indlans. He carried
the Gospel to the tribes in eaetern Pennasylvania =nd New
Jereey. 2leo in Maseachusetts and 1q Connecticut work a=-
mong the Indlane vwae carried on. Jonathan ldwerde wrote
an "cocount of the Life of David Brainerd. Henry l=rtin
read thle boock. The reading of it affected him go much
that he became the first miselonary to the Mohammedans, and
thus modern mieslione, in part at lenet, are the frult of the
Great Lwakening.

Lnother good result of the Great Awekening was the ad=-
vancement of education. The forming of new churchee called
for 2 eudden increase of men for the trained ministry, and
the conseguence was the quickening of interest in education. -
Princettén College owes ite origin to the Avakening. The
friends of the revivsl establiched thle school. Dartmouth .
College is the reeult of the Awakening. £ convert of the
revival at Norwich, Connecticut, was Semaon Occum, a lohe=
gan Indian boy. He he]:pea to found the school for Indians,
vhich later developed into the famous Dartmouth College. Be-
eldes the colleges nn;y academles =nd secondary schools were
founded. Educatlon wzaa stimulated through the revivals.

The Great /vakening mande important contributions to the
forces vhich were to confer upon this nation the bleseinge

of religious liberty. Toleration in religlon was brought'a-




'Church and State and the voluntary support of religlon. Al-

bout through the diversity of bellefs. The revivaliasts
caused dlvielions in the established churches, and brought a-
bout the formation of new ones. It was the number and the
diversity of religious sects in the coloniee that foreed up-

on our foresfathers the experiment of complete separation of |

thouzh the intrusion of the preachers and the establighment
of the new churches in emall parishee was far from belng an
unmixed bléeeing. yet 1t afforded the liberty so essential
to irue religlion in this country. The Awakening made a per=~
m2nent place for the.travelling evangelist a2nd insured the —

bleszings of free preaching in American Chrlsticnity. 1In

New Ingland the Awakening deetroyed the unlty of the Congre- - |
gotlionaliste, ond in the middle colonlee, and in the southern |
colonies 1t increascd the strength of the other denominations.
The reoult was that Congregatlonalism could not force lteelf
upon the peorle of the south. The "lar" of religloue toler-
atlon won out.

Freedom 1in religlon nccompanied freedom in polltics. |
The revivaliate helped in the cause for pollitical liberty. - |
The Great Avakening wae the first agency in creating a °°“'l, 1
sclous natlonal unity emong the scattered colonlete. Often |
the intereste of the coloniste clashed. Cther than a common
ancegtry there were few bonde that bound them together. .The
coloniats had not come to the consciousnese of thelr common
1life and destiny. Thles conscloueness vae awakened by the

vave of religlous enthusinsp which swept over the country,

from Seorgle to Malne. George Yhitefleld, who exclted pop-
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ular enthuslasm ne few men have ever done, waes the personal
bond between the revivals in one colony =nd those ln znother.
fle and Tdwards and Tennent, and the other evangeliste in a
lears degree, were the firet men to gain and hold the eager
attentlon of all the colonies. They became the centers a-
bout whleh the awakening seonse of national unity rallied.

"As such they preceded Franklin and Yeshington and Henry and
fdams as -the makers of the natlon."(l) In the glow of the
revlival the continent awoke to the consclousness of a common
gpirlitual 1ife. Thils coneclousnesz helped greatly 1in the
fizht for politlenl freedom. Taat the Great Awakening helped
in the lizht for political freedom is 2 good reeult. How let

ug turn to the evll results, for the Awakenlng was also at-

tended by many evll resulte.

EVIL RESULTS - = Hany evll results attended and followed the
Great Awakening. One of these 1ls emotionalism. By emotion=
allex we mean that the revivaliste stressed the ilmmedlate
working of the Holy Ghost on the heart of man. ost of the
revivalists denied‘the me=ns of grace. HMost of them put too
much emphasis on feeling. MMost of them stressed morsl re-
form. The revivallsts 1aid emphasis upon conversion and so

n=glected indoctrination. v

The revivallats, by and large, denied the meang of grace.-

The measures of God for converting sinners are the preéching
of the Jospel and the administering of the Sacraments. For

clearly St. Paul declares in Romans 10,17: "Faith cometh by

he-ring, and hearing by the ¥Word of God." Revivaliem

(1) Miller, E.%., Op. 0i1%s, P. 562
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"insists that special measures must be resorted to in
order to frighten men into doing their share of con-
version, and to produce the emotlonzl and neurotic
condltlone which warrant assurance of gracc. As such
measures 1t prescribes emotional appeals, shrieking
and shouting in preaching 2nd praying, special pray=
er-meetinga, the anxious bench, protracted meetings,
camp-meetings, ete."(1)
Revivallsm brands men 2s eplrituzlly dezd who bmge thelr as- :
surance of grace, not on éuppoeed feélings, but on the clear E
promises of God in His ¥Word and Sacraments. During the're-
vivals no point of Chriestizn doctrine waes more dwelt upon
thn the necescity of conversion by the Holy Ghost. The re-
vivallste demanded a clear experlence of conversion on the
part of the bellevers. Tremendous emphagis was .placed on
the necessity of conversion in order to galn salvation, up-
on falth as the sole ground of our justification, upon pun-
ishment due to unforgiven sin, and upon the Juetice of God
in the damnation of unrepentant sinners. "The excellency of
Christ 1s =21lg0 set forth in 2 most winning manner, and with
tender solicitude men are urged to 'press into the kingdom,'
to 3ive no rest to thelr soule, leave no means uniried that
they might gz21n assurance of thelr acceptance by Christ." 2)
"!'Jist git the epirit storted,' sald a Methodist to C.P.
Krauth, 'and then it works like smoke'. ;Very much like
emoke, I guess,' answered Krauth." (3) The doctrines to
which the conservatives of the Great Awakening objected were
the doctrines which denied thé means of grace. These doc-
trines are: "That seoret impulses rather than God's Vorad

were looked upon as the rule of conduct; that only those who

(1) Bente, F., Amsrican Lutheranism, Vol.II,
Concordia, St. Louls, Ko., 1919, p. 77

(2) M!.ller. EWe, Op. cit., p. 549

(3) Bente, F., Op. cit., p. 77

o
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knov when they were converted have been converted; that as-
surance 1s the essence of saving faith; that sanctiflieation

is no evidence of Juatlfinatiou."(l) Joslah Cotton, the

grand-son of John Cotton, asked that a church meeting be
called to coneilder the followlng points:

"Whether =2 sudden and short dlstress and 2 sudden
Joy amount to the repentance described and desired in
2 Corinthlans 7, 9-11. Vhether judging and censuring
others as unconverted, against whose lives and conver-
sation nothing is objected, be not pharisaical, and
contrary to the rule of cherity prescribed in the Vord,
and a bold intruslon into the divine prerogative.
Yhether that eplirit vwhich leads us off from Scriptures,
or comparatively to undervalue them, be 2 good epirit;
28 for instance the disorder and confusion in our pub-
1liec meetlnsaa contrary to the Scripture rule in 1 Cor-
inthlans 14." (2)

The revivalists, as 2 whole, neglected the means of grace
through vihich the Almighty has chosen to effect his work
of convertiing sinners, and laid too much strese on emo=-
tionaliem.

The emphasls put uron emotlons 1s an evil which attend-

ed and followed the Great Awa=kenling. The work of the revi-

vallets sprend to a great number of towns and wae sccompa-
nled by strange and excessive emotional manifeastations, and
by many of the evils engendered by mob paychology. Dr. Tim=
othy Cutler, the rector of Yale College, and later the Epls=-

copalian minister of Boston, wrote:

"It would be an endless attempt to desoribe that
scene of confusion 2nd disturbance occasioned by him
(Whiteflield): the division of familles, neighborhoods,
and towns, etc.... In many conventicles and places of
rendezvous there has been checkered vork indeed, sev=-
eral preaching and several exhorting and praying at
the same time, the reet orying or laughing, yelping,

(1, lﬂ.lle!'. E-Eo. Op. 011‘.., PRe 3380559
(2) Busfileld,T.Z., Colgate-Rochester Divinity School Bulletin,
Voi. VIII, Nov. 1935, No.l. Art.: The Great LAwakening, p.37
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spravling, fainting, and thle revel maintained in some
places many days and nights together without inter-
misslon; ... After him came one Tennent, a monster,
impudent and nolsy, and told them they were ell damn'd,
damn'd, damn'd; this charmed them, and 1n the most
dreadful winter I ever saw people :wallowed in the
eno¥ nlzht and day for the benefit of hls benestly
brayings, and many ended thelr days under these fa-
tigues. Both of them carried more money out of theze
parts than the poor could be thankful for." (1)

George Thitefield, the master preacher, played upon the
emotlones of hie hearers. The students 2t Harvard heard him;
and were greatly moved. Under the spell of hie matohless
oratory men wept, women fainted, and hundreds professed con-
verelon. Belcher,the royal governor, falirly slobberegi over
Vihitefleld, with tears and embraces and kisees. The.plious
Governor Talcott, at New Haven, gave God thanks, after
listening to thls preacher. From Vhitefleld's comments we
may infer that Gllbert Tennent's preaching vwae more severe
than hie own. Vhitefleld called Tennent " & son of thunder, |
whose preaching must either convert or enrage hypocrites."(2)
.t ¥orthampton people publicly made vows to renounce thelr

evil wnys and put away thelr abominntions from before thelr

eyes. Under Edward's preaching "Men elaimed to have vislons
of heaven and hell in which Christ showed them thelr names
written in the Book of Life." "When Edwards preached at En-
field, Conn., on July 8, 1741, taking as hle theme, 'Sinners
in the hands of an angry God,' 'there was euch a breathing
of distress, and weeplng, that the preacher was obliged to
apeak to the people and deslre sllence that he might be
heard.'"(B-J Jonathan Edverds himself writes in his Narra-
(1) Bacon,L.¥., Op. cit., pp- 1&J. 170

*2; 'é‘g%gggg‘."ﬁ.’i‘.. Op. cit., p. 31
%) Talker, ¥., coniresatlonanata, (American Church History
Series, Vol.III), Christian Lit. Co., New York, 1894, p.259
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tlve of Surprieing Converslons: "The assembly in general
vere from time to time in tears while the Vord was preached,
gome wesoilng with sorrow and distreses, others wlth joy and
love, others with pity =2nd concern for the souls of their
neighbore."

There were a number of successful revivalistic preach-
ergs. Under the preaching of Fleazer Theelock and Joseph
Bellamy physical demonstratlons were common in many commu-
nities; strong men fell as though shot, and women became
hysterical. The revivalist indrew Croswell, who followed
Tennent, "preached and exhorted in go wlld a manner as to
throw the rhole village into the utmost confusion, declar-
ing that three-fourths of the church members were unregen-
erate, continued the meetinge at timea the whole twenty-
four hours with little intermlssion, and was so lost to
propriety 2s to admit children 2nd negroes to the pulpit to
exhort to repentance." (2) The dramatic exhortations were
common., Yhen Jonathan Parsons "dlscoursed at Lyme on liay
14, 1741, he telle ue that 'great numbers crled aloud in
the zangulsh of thelr souls. Several stout men fell as
though a cannon had been discharged and & ball hed mede its
way throuzh thelr hearts. Some young women were thrown in-
to hysterical rita.“(a)

One of the chief offendere in manners and splrits was
the Rev. James Davenp&rt. the great-grand-son of John Da- -
venport of New Haven. Vhereever Jamecs Cavenport preached
the scene of preaching vwas almost a riot. Under the con-
trol of impreseione and impulies.-he seemed to be bent upon

L.%., Op.olt., p. 157

(1) Bacon
(2) Buefield, T.=., Op. clt., p. 37
(%) ¥alker, Y., Op. cit., p. 58
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upon a schiem.

"% etriking instance of the lengths to which he
(Davenport) wae willing to go was the bonfire he made
on the wharf in New London, Conn., of articles his
converts had delighted in, 2nd which he thought might
lend them into 1dolatry. He had them bring to him
their wigs, clozks, breeches, hoode, gowns, rings,
Jeviels, necklaces, and the books he eonsldered it un-
safe for them to possese, and all were glven to the
flames. ‘mong the books thus burnt were Beverldge's
Thoughte on Religion, Dr. Chauncy's sermon on Enthu-
sinsm, one plece of Dr. Incresse iHather, one of Dr.
Colman, and one of Fr. Joeseph Sevwall... So intemper-
ate in speech and reckless in menner was Davenport
that he was adjudged inszne."(1) :

The preaching of all the revivalists was accompanied by
physical demonstrations which manifested the high pitch of
spiritual excltement prevailing among the 1let9nera. The
traveling revivalists put too much emphasis upon emotions.

: However, a few words must be gaid 1ln defense of them.
Jonathan Edwarde admitted that there were cases of self-de-
lueion, extravagance, and excesses. He and hls co-workers
fresly confesgsed and deeply mourned thies fact; but they
falthfully analyzed and exposed them. We know that "Edwards
discouraged a2ll physical demonstrationes in his meetinsa.“(a)-’
"In the pulplt he (Jonathan Edwards) was qulet, speaking
without gesture, and in a volce not loud, but dlstinct and
penetrating. It wae the content of his sermons, fllled as
they were with fire and life, combined with the remarkable
personality 2nd presence of the prencher which accounta for
the resulte which now began to be manifeast among hils hear~
ers."(3) The exclitement which attended the first revivals
was intense, but was largely controlled by the Purltan sense
of decorum. "The 'bodily exercipes' which are sometimes

(1) Buafleld, T.E. Op. .alt. Pe ;E
(2) Hiller, E.%., Op. clt., .p. 550
(3) S!Feet' W-w-. Op. clt. PD. 187.188
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reprecented 28 a coneplouous feature in the revival belong
malnly to a later perlod and occured under lece judiclous
lefzdershlp."(l) All the revivalists were not interested in
ehouting, shrieking, ~nd squirming. TLorchester claims that
"1t wae "hitefleld's misslon to revive in the churches =
falth in Pent:costal power and reeulta.“(a) If this 1s un-
destood correctly there 1s nothing wrong with 1it.

The revivalista put too much emphasls upon moral reform. -
They 1lnailsted that thosc who had been converted should abound
in good works, and then they considercd these good works the
essence of Christlanity. They lnalsted on a consclous ex-
perience of a change in man's relation to God as the only
proof that a man wag truly 2 Christian. -;t 1s sizniflcant
that Jonathan Fawards regerc"ied the greatly lmproved moral
condition o; the community 28 the most convincing proof of .
the genulneness of the revival, "Nine years after this
(1734) revival Fdwards attested that "there had been a sreat.
and abiding alteration in the town;' 'more general serious-
nege 2nd decency in attending bubltc vorship,' 'less vice
than for sixty years before, ' and a more 'charitable spirit
toward the poor.'" ) The revivaliste were happy when the
converts promised in all dealings with their nelghbor to be
governed by rules of hbneety, Justice, and uprightness. Gil=-
bert Tennent "began to agltate in the Presbyterian Synod of
Phlladelphin for the regulrement of evidences of experimental
relizion in candidates dor the mlnlstry.“(h, Sanctification

was strefsed to the exclusion of Jjuatification.
(1) "11101‘, —lw.’ op. citl, pl 556

i ‘ Dor s Day Op- clt., De 142
ﬁorogester, D. Ibid., p. 141
(4 Ne“m «He ODe c’.t.. Pe 241

s
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The emphreis on moral reform was sccompznied by lack of —

indoctrination. The revivalists infatuated the people. They
dld not educate them. Revivalism "condemns a2nd ridicules the
0ld msthods of catechetlcal instruction, doctrinal preaching,
and of administering the Sacraments as spiritually ineffec-
tive and F{:;ducuve merely of head Chr 1st1a'n1t.y and desd or-
thodoxy." The rapid progrese of the revivallste proves
that they had 1little time for indoetrinstion. They dld not
teanch rsliglon. There was a lack of education among the
laity, and even among the minlstry. The graduates of the
famous "Log Gollese“_were'refbrred to as "half-educated en- —
thuslaate.“(a, The many new churches formed brought about a
need for nev minigters. New preachers were needed in a hur=-
ry. There wae no time for education. The "emphasis upon
conversion in a minister led to a2 negleet of other qualifi-
cations; and partinlly educnted youths, full of revival en-
thuslasm, but without theologlcal training, beceme pastors

(3)
of the new churches."

This lack of indoctrination and this streses upon emotions
brought about the straw=fire revivale which did not last. It—
is not strange that the revival interest passed away a2lmost
as quickly =2s it had arlsen. In December, 1734, a remﬁrka-
ble revival occurred at Northampton, Massachusetts. "By iy,
1735, the excltement began to dle down, probably because the
'Physical power to endure excltement was exhauted."(“ Bus=

fleld claims that "following the excitqment there came years

Bente, ., Op. clt. « 7
; Sweef,-ﬂ.ﬁ.,pOp. cii.? D. 204
)

EIIler. E-WQ’ Opo eit-' De 558

Sweet, V.%s, Op. olt., p. 180
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of reaction and epiritusl deadness, and for the four years .-
from 1744 there wae not = single applicant for admlesion to
1
the Northamptcn ohurch."( ) That the revivals were not lagt-
ing 1e proven by an excerpt from an article by Hathanael '
Leonard in the Christian History, whlech wae lasued in 1743
and which was one of the earllest of American religlous
perlodicals:
"Some that were awhlle under awakenlnge at length

8ot rid of them, and are now returned as the dog to

his vomit. BSome that we thought at first savingly

changed, have since given renson to fear thnt they de=-

celved themselves as mell 2g others.... But Christ-

lans are not gso lively ag they have been; the convine- - -

ing Splrit secms in a great measure withdravn; ini-

qulty beglna to grow bold of late; 2and I am afraid a

day of sore declenslon is coming upon thls place.”(2)

Straw-{ire Christianity cannot last.

The Great Awzkening not only brdught about an unholy
stress upon emotions, but 1t aleo helped in the formation . —
of a new theology. It helped the cause of the liberal theo-
loglane vhich finally led to Unitarianism, and 1t alded the
cause of those who formed the New England Theology. "It ie
not affirmed that the Great Avakening was responsible for
these tvo diverse and permenent movements in Amerlcan thought,
but 1t 414 unquestionably accelerate these movements and
eharpen the line of cleavage between the partles reaponsible
for them."(3)

The intensifled evangelical spirit led to the modiflca-
tion of the Calvinistic theology, and helped to produce what
came to be known as the New England iheology. This theology

wasexpreceed in 1ts varlous forms by Jonathan Edwerde, Bella-

¥
7

(1) Busfield, T.F., Op.clt.; p. #2 .
(2) Buefield, T.EI. Ibldc. Pe 40
(3) Hiller, =.%., Op. cit., p. 560
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my, Hopklns, the Younger Edvwerds, Timothy Dwight, and Nathan-
iel %, Taylor. It later came to be the dominz=nt theological

. thought of Congregationallem. The harder =nd colder =2nd more

critical spirit, which was 1n opposition to the revival awak-
ening, led slowly and graduslly to an Arian and flnally a So-
clnian position, the generally prevailing theologlcal thought
of modern Unitarianiesm. On the one hand the Great Awckening
asslsted the cause of the anti-Trinitarian writera, and on
the other hand 1t assisted in the development of a counter
movements in theology. known as the New Dlvlinity. The New
Divinity was a departure at many polnts from Calvinism of the
Westmlneter standards, but its alm was rather to adapt than
desert the essentizl Calvinlstic elements. Jonathan Edﬁarda
and Joseph Bellamy and Samuel Hopklns and thelr successors
offered modifications of the historic Calvinism so importent
ag to make them explorers in the fleld of theology.

Vith the New England Theology there came also the coun=

ter-movemsnt of "liberal theology". "Thus arose the so=called
'Liberal Theology', which, beginning as a revolt from certaln
fentures of the Cz2lviniem of the early Puritans, became con-
firmed in the splrit of dlsesent by the Great Awakening, and

dlverging even more widely from the old orthodoxy developed ./’j
ultimately into Unitarianism and separated from the great body
of the Congregation Ghurch.“(l) The Great Awakening did not

start the new movements 1in theolosy, but 1t did help to spged

up their course.

(1) Mille!‘, E.W., Ib!.d-, P 555,
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Another evil result is unioniem. The revivallsts were
¥11llinz to preach anywhere and anyplace. It made no dlffer-
ence to them whether they prerched in Presbyterian or in E-
plscopnlinn pulplts. They were ready to 3o wherever they
were 2ble to go. They shook hands with the Baptlsts, the
dunkeres, and the Lutherane. Theodorus Freylinghuysen gave
every agelstance to hls young Presbyterian frlend, Gilbert
Tennent. It mode no difference to him that Tennent wae of
Fresbyterian connection. Freylinghuysen encouraged his
onw members to subscribe towards Tennent's salary, permitted
him to use the Dutch-meeting ﬁouses. and sometimes held
Jolnt services with him. Gsorge “hitefield was one of the
most catholic-minded ministers of hils time; he was willing
to cooncrate with Quakers, Baptists, Lutherans, Moravians,
Presbyterians, Congregatlonslists, and Dutch Reformed and
all others as long ae they like himself advocated vital re-
llgion =nd preached conversion. The follovwlng ls 2n ilnter=-
e2ting 1llustration of Vhitefield's unionlem:

"On one occaslon, preaching from the balsony of
the court-house in Philadelphia, Vhitefleld cried out:
'Father Abraham, vhom have you in Heaven? Any Epla-
copalians?' 'No.' 'Any Presbyterians?' ‘No.' 'Have
you =any Independente or Seceders?' 'No.' 'Have you any
Methodlats?' 'NO, no, nol!' '"Whom have you there?' 'We
don't know those names hsre. 21l who are here are
Chrlietians ~- bellevers in Christ -- men who have over=-
come by the blood of the ILamb and the world of hle tes-
timony.' 'Oh, 1s this the case? Then God help us, God
help us all, to forget party names, and to become
Christiane in deed and in truth.'" (1)

Vinltefleld, as most of the revivalists, was an extreme union-
ist. Unlionlsm was an evil which attended the Great Awakening.

(1) Swaet,“’.t'.. Op. Olt., De li
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Another evil which accompanied the revivaols wae bitter
controverey. The revivaliasts roused opposition in the min-
latry becnuse they continuslly spoke about the dengers of
the unconverted ministry. Gillbert Tennent had written and
preached 2 sermon on "An Unconverted Miniegtry"; Tennent

"vas uncharitable to the ministry, =nd some of hig
sermons =2bounded vwith slanderous eplthets which he
applied to them. In 2 sermon prenched at Notting-
hem he c2lls ministers hirelings, caterplllars,
letter-learned Pharlasees, plastered hypocrites,
varleta, the eced of the serpent, foolish builders

whom the devil drives into the minlsgtry, and mony
like names."(1)

Jomes Davenport left hils Long Island parlsh and thrust
himself nninvited into the parighes of other ministers, de=- R
nouncing the pastor as "unconverted" and encouraging the

- people to desert both paetor and church. Buefield claims
that the popularity of “hitefield "naturally somewhat turn-

ed hie head, and he developed an uncharitableness and(egn- |
2 :

soriousnese, which made enemies and marred hls work."
Whiteflield 1s saild to have regarded 1t his duty to rebuke
publicly those whom he considered to be "8lind leaders of
the blind". To add to the confusion caused by the travel-
ing preachers, ignorant laymen assumed the function of i-
tinerant evangellatz and invaded the parish of many a2 falth-
ful minister and sowed the zeeds of contentlon among his
people. Many communitles were divided into hostile factione;
and unneccessary churches were formed in many parished. i¥any
minlsters rightly oppoeed the revivaliste. They opposed
thelr work on principle, believing that the doctrines being

empnasized by them were elther untrue or unwlselm presented.

(1) Busfieldy T.E., Op. clt., pps 50.57
(2) Dusficla T.E. Thiac, B, 5
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Others opposed it from policy, fearing the excitement and
disorder which it might cause. Dr. Charles Chauncey, pastor
of the Firat Church in Boston, was a leader in the anti-re-
vivallatic party. ~ war of pamphlets was weged. The New
England ministers were practically forced to align them=-
selves elther for or against the revivala. The controver-
By wag waged between the "0l4 st'de" and the "New Side"
groups. The "Old Side" olaiming that no evangelist had the o
right to come, uninvited, 1nto another man's parish, as if
thls wze migeion ground. The advocates of the revivals in
the Conzregational a2nd Presbyterian churches end_eavored to
commli thelr denominatlons to t.l-m endorsement of revivals,
with the result that the latter waes divided for seventeen
years and 2 breach was madé in Congregationallsm which
vildened until lt; too, divided. Those who d&d not approve
of the revivals d4id not quietly sit by and take the at-
tacka. They presched against the revivallete, held meetings,
and paseed resolutions hoestile to them, and publiehed tracts
assalling thelr doctrines and practises. "In the Synod of -
1740 Tennent and Blailr preesented papers which drew a black
plcture of the character of the minletry as 2 body, and,
when challenged to substantlate thelr charges, they had to
admit that they had not investigated the reporte they accept-
ed, nor had they spoken privately, as Christ requires, to
these alleged offenders.” % A certaln Robert Cross of Phll-
adelphia protested agalnat Tennent and Blalr. le accused
them of "overthrowing the a2uthority of Synod by confining

its powere to advice; for disorderly interruptions into other

(1) Thom Ons; Re.E,., Op- clt., p. 32
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men's congregations; for censorious Judgnents of those who
did not walk with them, reeulting in the dlsturbance and
divlsion of consregatione.“(l The censorilousnees of the
revivaliete became so obnoxlous that even the great White-
fleld

"as agaln in Boaton 1in 1744, but so great was the
oppogltion created among moderate men by the emo-
tional excesses and dlsturbances of the revival,
and the intolerance and censorlousness of the now
faxous preacher and his sattelites, that a pam=-
phlet war vae flercely wrged, testimonlrls agalnast
him were published by the facultles of fervard and
¥ale, 2nd by assoclatlons of minilsters, =2nd sharp
personnl letters wesre addressed to him by Dr.
Charles CThauncey of the Firat Church, Boston, and
by others."(2)

The bltter controversies which attended and followed the
Great Awnkenlng were not for the glory of God.” They belong
in the catiegory of evil results.

(1) Thompson, R.%Z., Ibid., p. 32
(2) Thompson, R.E., Ibid., p. 32
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V. CONCLUSION

The movement which 1s known aes the Great Awakening
had 1ts beginning in the year 1720, reached lts hieght in
the yeor 1740, end ceme to ite end during the yesr 1745,
It woe caused by the religious indifference of the multi-
tudes, by the desd formalism in the churches, by the Half-
%ay Covenant, and the fervid preachlng of the revivallists.
Theodorus Freylinghuysen, &Gllbert Tennent, Jonathan =d=-
wards, and George Whitefield are the men who were the shin-
ing lizhts in the Avakening. Different revivals broke out
in various sectlons of the country. Freylinghuysen started
revival viork 1in New Jersey; Tennent worked ln New Jersey;
idwards labored in inesachusetts, and the grent George
Whitefleld spent his time 1n bindlng these revivale into
one unified vhole. Hany good and many evll results accom-
ranled and followed the Great Awakening. The chlef good
result was ‘that people began to consider rellglion as a vi-
tal element in thelr lives, 2nd the chief evll reeult was
the unholy strese 1214 upon emotlionalism. All in all, the

dreat Awnkenlng wae =2 great movement.
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