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Plcture to yourself a solitary vessel drifting on vast
ocean, Nelther wind nor wave can harm it. Oft times the
mountain-high billows seem to suck it into their swirl, and
sink 1t to the bottom of the sea; but ever again it rides
upon the crest of the waves, serenely sailing on its course.
Under this metaphor the sages of old concéived the history
of the Jews. Tae Jews are the tiny craft aailiné in lone~-
liness across the boundless ocean. Again and again they
seem to be completely engulfed by nations; again and again
1t appears that they will be stricken forever from the
1list of peoples of the earth, yet they always reappear, re=-
Juvenated, with added numbers, with increased strengﬁh.l
Quite uniquely the individual Jew 1s described thus: "To
be born a Jew is to be born to a satyric comedy; often to
be the clown that is slapped; éometimes to be momentarily
the courtier and the next moment the vassal, and always to
be immortal who laughs at the Dynasties, Empires and Prine-
cipalities that fought to destroy him and themselves per=
ished,"™

Any reader of the 0ld Testament cannot help but be
fi1lled with &we and admiration for God's chosen people. He
cannot help but wonder at the great miracle of their history,
their Exodus from Egypt by the power and goodness of the al-
mighty God. He cannot help but shudder at the threatenings
breathed upon them by that same omnipotent Lord. It 1s the

1. A Sketch of Jewish History, Karpeles e e o« » s « v De i ¢
2. The Jews Through the Centuries, H.L.Willett. « « « pe 21
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realization of one of these threats with which we are here
concerned.

Throughout the 0ld Testament time and again the Lord
tells His chosen people; "I will scatter you among the
heathen.“l "And ye shall be removed into all kingdoms of
the earth."2 "I shall scatter them among the nations, and
disperse .them in the countries."3 "Yea, Israel shall be a
proverb and a byword among all people."4

' It 1s my purpose to show in what manner and to what
extent these threatenings of the almighty God were pro-
nounced upon nls chosen people, the children of Israel,
fhe Jews, We will consider thelr dispersion in the Western
world. In the early centuries the Jews of Egypt, Palestine,
and Asla Minor were called Western Jews in distinction from
those who were carried away to Babylon and the plains of
Assyria. According to the modern division, the Jews of
Egypt, Judea, and Greece are included among the eastern
Jews, in distinction to those of Spain, Germany, and England,

We here retain the former division.

CAUSES OF TiE DISPERSION

| That we might get a complete picture, we should first >
mentlon the greatest hero of antiquity, Alexander the Great,
Vhen he made his triumphal march through the world in 334
B.C., he did not pass Jerusalem by. The highpriest and
priests of Jerusalem came out of tha city to enfreat him

I Tev. 26,33,
2'0 Deuto 28,25.
3. Ezek, 12,150

4, I Kings 9,7.



- to deliver them. He spared the clty, and gave the Jews the
assurance of his favor, and promised them protection against
all their oppressors. However, tha'empire established by
Alexander the Great was of short duration., With his suc-
cessor, the Jews agaln became the prey of strange nations,
especlally the Egyptians.l During the wars of the second
and third centuries B.C., thousands of Jews were made
captive and reduced to slavery, passing from owner to owhar
and land to land. However, through their unswerving at=
tachment to their éustoms, they proved quite unsatisfactory
servants. lany were granted their freedom, and instead of
-returning to Palestine, remained in the land of their for-
mer slavery, and wlith their brethren in falth, formed com= ;
mnnities.2 In ancient times the Babylonlans and Syrians,
conquerors of the Jews, deported large masses into various
provinces, Tney did this elther to chastise the rebels, or
to populate uninhabited parts of their territories.3 Pompey
in 83 B.C. carried off hundreds of Jewish captives to Rome,
Yes, all those who survived the destruction of Jerusalem

and the desolation of their country were sold as slaves

and carried away into every province of the Roman Empire.4
But Ope o€ the most important causesof the diaspora was the
persecutions. The healing of the 1am§ man in the temple ‘

gate preclipitated the Sadducean persecution.s This was not

l. A Sketoh of Jewlsh History, G. KarpeleS. « « « « « « Pe 29
2. The Jewish Enc.yclopedia. e 8 & & & & ® e 3 s ° ° ® ® p. 560
3. Ibid £ - - - L ] L J L J L J kS £ * - - - - - - [ ] . . L J L . L ] p. 561
4, History of the Jewish Commonwealth, Jahn « « « « « « pe 653

« « o« s« o » Do 64

50 JOWiSh Ch!‘istianity, Danao *® ® °© 8 ® » o



at all harsh. However, when the Pharisees were aroused it
Decame severe, so that the disciples were scattered abroad.l
Then there was what Luke calls, Acts 8,1 - "a great per-
secution". Later he adds, Acts 11,19 - "Now they which

were scattered abroad upon the persecution that arose

about Stephen travelled as far as Phenice, and Cyprus,

and Antioch, preaching the word to none but unto the Jews
only."” The final blow was rendered in the Herodian per=
secution, Acts. 12.

There were several other causes, what we might call
voluntary causes of the dispersion. There werse many adverse
conditions in Palestine, It was a small land, and excessively
over-populated. It was the battle fleld for Egypt and Syria,
This, together with the restlessness and tendency to travel
of that day, caused umany of the Jews to welcome invitations
tq settle elsewhere, When Ptolemy I evacuated Egypt, many
of the Jews followed him to his kingdom.- The Didachod and
thelr successors, for the sake of consolidating and uniting
their kingdoms, promoted as much as possible the 1nterm1n34
ling of various nationalities. Consequently there were many
migrationa from one province to another, They were frequent=-
1y in need of mamy settlers for their newly founded towns,
the rights of citizenship and other privileges were therefore
often granted without any further questions. The Jews were
attracted.by thess Offers. Opportunities for trade or for

mllitary service also lured many to other lands.4

1, Jewlish Christianity, Dang. ¢« « « « « « « o = o @ Pe 37

2. The Jewish Encyclopedifie « « « « o '« « « o = « o pe 560

3: The Jewish People in the Times of Jesus Christ, P
JoMMOTere o« « o « o o o e G ‘pe 221

4. The Jews through the Centuries . . . . o N p. 153
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The ease and‘comparative safety of travel also assisted in -
1

the Diaspora.” The great trade routes of the world all

crossed in Palestine and served as pathways leading the

2
Jews to every corner of the world.

EXTENT OF THE DISPERSION

Perhaps we should first mention the sources from which
we derive our information concerning the extent of the Jewish
Diaspora. Of course, our chief source is the New Testament,
particularly the Book of Acts (the first twelve chapters),
the Eplstles of Paul, and between every line of the Synoptie
Gospels. Besldes this records preserved are due to excava=
tions or occasional occidental finds, shattered remains of
synagogues and burial places with few inscriptions, occasional
scraps of parchment or papyrus. Ve have Josephus as historian,
Philo as exegete, and all sorts of Apocrypha writings. Docu=
ments, literary notices, and excavations all join in giving

us much material recording the existence of Jewlsh colonies

An the late Hellenistic and Roman period.

The spread and number of the Jews in the dispersion ale
most- seems unbelievable. To gquote Strabo, writing in the
reign of Augustus: "Jews were to be found in every city, .
and that in the whole world it was not easy to find a place
where they had not penetrated, and which was not dominated

by them.“3 Josephus also tells us that there was no nation

1. The Apostolic Ase, Je He ROpBS ¢« »+ 4 s « » s 2 o s De 51
2. The Mission and Expansion of Christianity. « « « « pe 20
3, The Beginnings of the Christian Church, Lietzman . p.. 95
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in the world that had not among 1ts inhabitants part of the
Jewlsh people. 4 century and a half before our era we hear
from the Jewish Sibyl this lament of Isrsel: "Crowding with
thy numbers every ocean and country = Yet an offense to all
around thy presence and thy customs."l And in the Sibyl we
read of the Jews:

“Every land is full of thee, and every sea

All men take offense at thy customs. "@

A eritical examination reveals that in both Egypt and
Syria there may have been well near a million Jews., In Pal-
estine about 500,000, and in the rest of the Roman Empire at
least 1,500,000, If there were 55,000,000 in the empire, at
least 7% were .Iews.5 j%‘

As we mentioned before, the New Testament is our riche;t
source of material. From the book of Acts we learn that on
the day of Pentecost there were present Jews from all parts
of the Diaspora, "devout men from every nation under heaven®
In more detail it mentions: "Parthians, and Medes, and Edom=
ites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in Judea, and in
Cappadocia, in Pontus and Asia. Phrygia and Pamphylia in
Egypt and in the parts of Libya about Cyréne, and strangers
of Rome, Jews and proselytes, Cretes and Arablans, we do hear
them speak in our tongues the wonderful works of God.“5 As

we shall see later, there was only one city in all of Paul's

1. Edersheim, Life and Times Of JeSUSe « « &« « « « o « Ps 5,6

2'I¢16tzman,op.cit...---... e« o » o o o o o s Po
3. The Beginnings of the Christian Church, Lietzmwan. . p. 97

4, Jewish Christianity, Dang « « ¢« ¢« ¢ s s o' o's o« v » Ps 129
5. Acts 2,9-11. ' :
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Journeys in which he did not find a synagogue, namely, Phil-
ippi. The extent of the dlspersion is also implied in John's
Gospel where the Pharisees are conspiring to get rid of Jesus;
they say: "Whither shall this man go that we shall not £ind
him?"l James addresses himself to the twelve tribes of the
dispersion. So he seems to indicate that there were Jews
from all twelve tribes.

Philo seems to be exaggerating when he says that in
many sections the Jews were almost as abundant as the native
p0pu1ation.2 We quote from Agrippats letter to Caligulas
"She (Jerusalem) is ny native city, the mother c¢lty not only
of Judea alone, but (also) of the greatest number (of others)
on account of the colonies which she sent forth from time to
tlme into adjacent lands, Egypt, Pheniecia, Syria, both the
other and also the section called Coele Syria, also those
scattered from away, Pamphylia, Cilicia, most parts of (the
Roman province of) Asla up to Bithynia and the nooks of Pontus;
in the same way also into Europe, viz., Thessaly, Boeotia,
liacedonia, Aetolia, Attica, Argos, Corinth, the most and best
parts of the Pelopennesus, 4#nd not only the continents are
full of the Je&ish colonies (or settlements) but also the
most notable of the islands, such as Edboea, Cyprus, Crete,

w3 Jewish com=-

I say nothing of those beyond the Euphrates,
mm3ities as that in Alexandria were to be found in Ptolemalus,
Caeserea, Dora, Appolonia, Jamnia, Azotus, Ascalon, Gaza,

inthedon, Phasaelis, and others crowded along the coast;

1, Jomn 7,35. B oA :
2. The Beglnnings of the Christian Church, Lietzman. p. 97
Je Philo, Legatio ad Gaium, c. 36

The Biblical Review, Vol, 10. ¢ « « « « « ¢« « « « Ps 546



Antipatris and Sebaste lay further inland, and Archelais in
the Jordan valley.l Inportant places in the Jewish Diaspora
in the days of Caesar and Augustus were: Alexandria, Sidon,
Tyre, Ascalon, Paros, Delos, Cos, Lesbos, in the Aegean;
Ephesus, the Roman capital of her province in Asla, Sarﬁis,
Laodicea, Tralles, Miletus, Pergamum, Hollcarnassus, Cyrene

and Cyrenaica, Ancyra (now Angora) in Galatla, and Rhodea.e
/

JEWS IN PALESTINE

In the year 168 B.C. Antiochus Epiphanes (175=163 B.C.)
made his second expedition against Egypt. Thils campaign
was very successful, but he was robbed of the fruits of his
victory by the intervention of Rome. Having been greatly
huniliated, he determined to avenge his humiliation on the
Jews. Appolonius, obeying the orders of Antlochus, advanced
upon Jerusalem, entered the city on the Sabbath, butchered
the inhablitants, carried off women and children to be sold
as slaves. A royal edict suspended the practise of the
Jewlsh religion on pain of death.5 This really was the begin=-
ning of all the trouble in Palestine in the first century.
Ve cannot go in to detail in this connectlion, but the fol=-
Idwing events occurred in succession., Pompey subdues Judea
end imposed tribute. Julius Caesar granted them a partial
exemption. They were freed from taxes on the Sabbatical
year for the land was not cultivated during that year. The
Jews expected Herod to grant them complete exemption but

1. History of N. T. Times in Palestine. S.Mathews. . « p. 156
2.‘3113110&11‘9\7.0]3-3115.-.oooo..-q- .-.p.545
3. The History of the Jewish People, Margolis & Marx . p. 184



they were disappointed.l

About the middle of the first century many tumlts arose
between the Jews and their rulers. They were usually caused
by the cruelty of the governors whose demands were often ine-
human, ' The Jews rebelled. They succeeded in driving Flbrua,
from Jerusalem. Agrippa came to that city after the tumult
and he was respected by the people. Howe&er,'before long
the insurgent party again had the upper hand, and Agrippa
had to leave. The rebels captured Masada and killed the
Roman garrison., In the summer of 66 A.D, the captain of the
temple, Eleazar, son of the highpriest Ananias, forbade the
sacrifice fOJTROméH%nge continued, The war was then on.
Agrippa sent 3,000 horsemen upon the rebels, who had set
fire to his palace.3

In the meantime massacres of the Jews broke out in
every city of Palestine. The army of Certius attacked
Tyre and killed 8,400. At Askelon 2,500 were slain. Two
thousand were slain and many were imprisoned at Ptolemias.s
At Scythopolis the Jews tried to be friendly to the rest of
the inhabitants, However, their enemies would not believe
their attitude. To prove their friendship, they asked the
Jews to go with thelr families outside of the city for a
shbrt timq. Having spent two quiet nights without-the city,

10 Jahn ® & @ ® @& & @ ® @& ¢ & © § = ° = o e & @ o = p. 517
2. Josephus and the Jews, Jackson . « . « « « - « « D. 184
3. Jahn * & 8 * 9 @ * ° ¢ ¢ € & @ * & © O © © = ° .0 p. 455
4. The Works of Flavius Josephus, thiston . . . . « p. 718
50.Ib1doa e ® ® ® ® ® ® @ @ ® e e % e * a @ ®© e »

= Pe 716
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the third night was disturbed as the peOple of the city fell
upon them. They killed about 13 000 and plundered all they
possosaed.; By far the worst massacres occurred at Caesarea.
in 66 A,D, in the twelfth year of the relgn of Nero, the
second year of procuratorship of Florus, an ;mperiai edict
arrived in Caesarea, by which Syrian and Greek inhabitants
were raised gbove Jews.2 The Jews were phan continuously
insulted by the other inhabitants. The synagogue of Caeserea
stood near a plot of ground which Jews were going to purchase
at a great price. However, the owmer refused to sell to t hem,
an@ Instead bullt a factory which blocked every access to-
the synagogue.3 The Jews of Gaesérea were further insulted
when a Greek placed a pot turned upwards at the door of the
aynagogue and sacrificed birds upon it. This led to a r:lot.4
After this incident twelve distinguiaheleews went to Florus
to air their grievances, He lmmedlately had them put in
prison, and took the sacred books. Another tumult arose,
Soldlers were sent out and plundered the Jewish market, and
also went into private homes. Nany publicans who held the
rank of Roman knights were dragged before Florus scourged
and crucified. Nearly 3,600 Jews lost their llves in this
: disturbance.5 According to Josephus several massacres in
thls city, and as many as 20,000 were'killedos ,

Thus throughout Palestine uprisings occurred in every

l. The Viorks of Flavius Josephus, ¥histon . . . . « pe 716
2. Ib’-do ¢ 2 e % ® € ® @ @ & o * g ® ° @® e o o » o Po 716
Se J osephus and the JeWS8 ¢ « « ¢« « ¢« ¢« ¢ o s =« o & Do 182
$s ID1ds o« ¢ + = e © ©« «a = @ ® »a s &« s @8 ®» o @ & e Do 183
5' Jahno - k] e - L3 L] ® - e @ L s & » @ - - ® * @ L] p' 453
B Foakes JacksoN. « « « « o« » o ¢« s » o ¢« ¢ o« » ¢ Do 185



*ll = ,
eity. These uprisings brought upon the Jews untold suffer-
ing, climaxed in the destruction of Jerusalem 70 A.D, Titus
had succeeded his father Vespasian, and came to Jerusalem
with four legions, Wall after wall was battered down, the
daily sacrifice in the Temple was stopped, and finally most of »
the clity went up in flames. The sufferings in that city must
have been terrible. According to Josephus 115,880 dead bodies
were carried out through one gate between the months of
Nizan and Tammuz., Before the close of the war 600,000 dead
were taken from the city. Then too, many of the inhabitants
were carried'off and sold as slaves in Roman markets., But
for incidental events in the next few years the fall of
Jerusalem may be called the end of the Jewish War of the

first century.1

THE DISFERSION ACCORDING TO ST, PAUL

In order to chart our course as we consider the dispersion
of the first century, it seems most logical to follow Paul on
hls various missionary journeys. After locating the Jews in
. all the cities which he visited, we can discuss those in=-
habiting the cities which this apostle never reached,

It was in the year 43 A,D, that the apostle Paul took
up his work as a colaborer with Barnabas at the congregation
at Antioch in Syria, It was at that time the third largest
city of the Roman Empige.z Antioch was the capital of Syria
and one of 1ts favorite resorts.a It's very location, we

might say, was on the border between the Palestinian and
Gentile world, It was only natural that there should be

1. Jewish Encyclopedia, Vol, VIIs o « « o « s s o o » Pe 127
2, Edersheim, Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah ,  p. 74
3.Ib1d.o.o-.000000 noncoooc..‘p974
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found one of the largest Jewish aettlementé 6utside bf
Palestine.l We could speculate for quite some time as to
how the Jews arrived there in such vast numbers, but all the
afore menticned causes of the Diaspora combined to make this
an important Jewish settlement. We might also mention an
incident occuring many years before. The Persian king,
Artaxerxes Ochus, on his return f£rom his Egyptian campaign
(about 340 B.C.) brought with him many Jewish captives and
placed them along the Caspian Sea, and throughout Syria,
especlally at Antioch.> Voluntary additions must have added
thousands. The Jews obtained privileges from the kings of
Asla, Seleucus Nicator (311-280 B.C.,) made them citizens
In those cities he had built in Asia, lower Syria, and
Antioch. He gave them privileges equal to those of the
Macedonlans and Greeks.3 |

Wherever the Jews were granted equal rights with the
Hacedonians and Greeks, there was found friction., It took
little to stir up one group against another, and false acw=
cusations were always abundent. Though many great insure
rections appeared in Antioch between 66 - 70, the imperial
government persevered in its policy of toleration. It turned
a deaf ear to the supplications of Greeks in Antioch, who
demanded the expulsion of the Jews, or at least the abolition
of their privilegea.4

The insurrections and controversies between the various

groups often took on a violent form, At one time, Antiochus,

1‘ JGW’.Bh Ghriati&nlty‘. D&m e = - e = . @ * o .a @ p‘ &
2. Schuerer, the Jewish People at the Times of Je.. pe 223
Se The Works of Flavius JOoSephusS « « « « « s« « « « Pe 060
4. Radin, the Jews Among the Greeks and Romans . . p. 563



son of the archon of the Antiochian Jews, went to an assembly
of Greeks in the theatre and falsely accused his father and
several other Jews of a design to burn the city. Upon this,
some of the Jews were lmmediately brought to the theater
and burnt. The market was also burnt. Iowever, an attempt
to exterminate the Jews completely could not be made., This
Tumor was proven to be false, and it was fbund that the
market had been burnt by debtors who sought to destroy the
bonds in the archives.l Under Titus (70 A.D,) the Jews

were accused of starting a serious fire. ¥hen the emperor
came to Investigate these insurrections, he was greeted by
throngs enthusiastic for him to revoke the privileges of the
Jews, and that they should be expelled, Titus refused to
listen and left Jews in Antioch with their former position.
Titus, according to Josephus, is to have said: "Their own
country, to which as Jews they ought to be banished, has
been destroyed, and not another place could now.receive
tham.“2 ' Vie are also given an inkling as to their number
in Antioch by Josephus who describes the synagogue at Antlioch
at quite some length. He mentions 1t as being particularly
elegant. To this synagogue the successors of Antiochus
Epiphanes had presented the sacred vessels of brass which
Antiochus had carried off from the. temple of Jorusalem.3

I% was from the city of Antioch that Paul and Barnabas were
sent out on their missionary journeys. All the inform=-
ation we have of their journey's we. find in the New Teat-

ament, However, conditions in the various sectlons and

1. Jahn, History of the Hebrew Comnonwealth. « . « Pe 496
2. Josephus and the Jews, Foakes Jackson ., . « « « Ps. 222
3. Schuerer, the Jewish People at times of Christ. p. 273
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clties which they visited are explained to us at quite some

length by profane historians.

The earliest cities visited by Paul on his first mis-

siocnary journey were Salamis and Paphos on the island of

Cyprus. MNMany causes joined to bring the Jews to this is-

land, however, Luke in the Book of Acts mentions orne cauge

In particular: "Now they which were scattered ebroad upon

the persecution that arose about Stephen, travelled as far

as

phenice, Cyprus, and Antioch...."t Philo-tells us that

Jews were found in almost all the islands of the Grecian

Lrchipelage and the lediteranean Sea, in quite large num-

2 =
bers, From the New Testament thelr number is only indica=-

ted by the fact the "synagogues” of the Jews of Salamis

3
ar¢ mentloned., However, from profane history we learn

that the Jews in Cyprus were so numerous that they rebelled,

overturned the local government, and slew hundreds in pro=-

4
test to the drastic program of Hadrian in Palestine. There

occured a regular war of extermination. Two hundred and

forty thousand inhabitants of Cyprus are to have been massacred

by the Jews. Finally the Romans subdued these Jows and passed

an edict that no Jew should settle on this island under the

severest penalty. Eusebius confines thls massacre to the

S
city of Salamis, but it hardly seems possible that the rest

of the island was not involved.

From Cyprus Paul and Barnabas visited the citles of

1.
2e
Se
4.
Se

Acts 11, 19,20, : d
Schuerer, The Jewlsh People at the Times of Christ . p. 252
Acts 13,5. :
The Jews through the Centuries, Willatt. « « « « « o Pe 281
Jahn, History of the Hebrew Commonwealth . « « « » « Pe 529f,
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Asla Minor: Perga, Antioch in Pisidia, Iconium, Lystra,
perbe, and attalia. From the New Testament we learn little
as to the number of Jews in these sections, However, we do
find a synagogue in every one of these cities which Paul
visited. They must have been quite numerous. Already at
the time of Antiochus Epiphanes, we read that the Jews were
inclined to treat Hellenism rather contemptuously, that 1ia,
they insisted on maintaining a strong wall of partition
(religiously) between themselves and other peoples.s To re-
move this wall, Antiochus attempted to suppress the Jewish
religion by force. However, every attempt to do so only
proved a failure.® In the dominion of the Seleucidae, the
toleration of Jewish communities and their religion was
8imply a matter of course. The first of them conferred
important political privileges upon the Jews who resided
within their kingdom.a Caesar enlarged upon these privileges
given to the Jews. After him Dolabella, a supporter of
Antony, who in 43 B.C. took possession of Asia Minor, and
ratified the privilege of exemption from military service
and of observing their own religlous service, both of
which had been given by Gaeaar-3

The number of Jews in these cities of Asia Minor can in
no manner be definitely determined, Perhaps Luke glves us
an inkling cs to thelr number when he says: "lany of the Jews

and religious proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas. '~ Or
Ao SORUBTOL. o' = & o o & & o & & % WG »ik - e ° ® @ 0p.256
B TBIAG o ' o & o ol w w W . S A R -p.281
5 - Ibid » ® & W °© ® & * =, & ®© ® & ¥ & e % e ® 3 e @« ° = OpOzsg
4_. Acts 15’- 42 [ ] 45 v
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again, "A great multitude of the Jews and also of the Greeks
believed."l However, their number seems to have been small
at Iconium, or at least they wore not at all on their own,
for they had to stir up devout and honorable men and women
of the clty to take action against Paul and Baruabas.z
Thelr existence in these citles for a long time seems appar=
ent from the fact that they had 1ntermarriad.3 The Jews
througnout the diaspora were expected to pay a didrachma
per head for a siungle year. If the sums confiscated by
the propretor, Flaccus, in 62, represent actually that tax,
We may draw the inference that in Asiz Hinor the Jewish
population numbered 45,000 males, or a total of at least
180,000 persons. The sun confiscated amounted to more than
120 1lbs. of gold.4

Hany Jews were also found in Phrygila and Lydia. Accords=
ing to Josophus, Antilochus III, (the Great), transported
2,000 Jewish familles to these countries from Babylonia.s By
making them planters and taxgatherers he stabilized conditions
among the sedltious inhabltants of that region¢6 It is only
natural to suppose that for reasons of trade or other pri=-
vileges they migrated to the other Greek towns.

On Paul's second missionary journey he visited the towns
near Lydia and Phrygia., He visited Philippl, one of the-

1. Acts 14,1,

2« Acts 13, 50ff.

3. Acts 16,1 -= 9Then came he to Derbe and Lystra and, be=
hold, a certain disciple was there, named Timotheus, the
son of a certain woman whioh was a Jewess, and belleved;
but his father was a Greek."

4._ The JWlBh bncyolcxredteo ¢ % & @& & & & & o ¢ ° D-sez

5. The Prophets and the Rise of Judaism, Lods + « « D202

6. The New Testament World, Danfe « ¢« ¢ ¢« « ¢ o ¢ » p0254



~chlef cities of Maceﬂonig; Philippi is the only city which
Paul visited where there was no synagogue. Luke writes:
"And on the Sabbath day we went out of the city on the river
slde, where prayer was want to be made."l Thessalonica,
Berea and Athens are mentioned as having a synagogue, but
no further information 1s given és to the number of their
Jewish inhabitants. |

At Corinth Paul also found a synagogue of the Jews.
The door posts of a synagogue have been found at Corinth
on whichsegé;gs-the name of the congregation - "Synagogue
of the Hebrews", This inscription is in Greek which shows
how the Jows accepted the Greek 1anguage.3 Luke tells us
that the chief ruler of this synagogue was Sosthen.es.4
He also tells us that "the Jews with one accord made in-
surrection against Paul and brought him to the judgement
seat, saying, This fellow persuadeth men to worship con=-
trary to the law. Vhen Paul was about to open his mouth,
Gallio said unto the Jews, "If it were a matter of wrong or
wicked 1ewdness; 0 ye Jews, reacon would that I should bear
with zrou-"s Gallio refused to take action against Paul as
he was brought before him by the Jews. Their number was
1arge enough to cause insurrection, but hardly large en=
.nﬁgh to teke the law in their own hands as they did at

Cyprus. A% Corinth Paul became acquainted with Aquila and

1, Acts 16,12. 13.

3. Acts 11,; ~ ", ..they came to Thessalonica wherse was a syn=
agogue of the Jews." Acts 17,10 - "And the brethren im-
mediately sent away Paul and Sllas by night unto Berea,
who coming thither, went into the synagogue of the Jews.
Acts 17,16.17. at Athens “Thererore disputed he in the
aynagogua with the Jews,'

3. The Beginnings of the Ghriatian Church, Lietzmann. p. 113

‘4, Acots 18,17. :

5. Acts 18 12
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Priscilla, This in itself is not Important, but Luke, in a
parentheticel remark givez us the reason for their coning
to Corinth, "because that Clavdius had ciaeaded al) the Jews
to depart from Rome."l | |

From Corinth Paul proceeded to Ephesus, We have a note
concerning the Jews in this city from a very early date.
The rights of citizenship were conferred upon them by
Antiochus II (261-246 B.C.).B At the same time it was
granted to the Jews of many of the other Ionian cities.3
Eyen from Luke we gather quite some Information about these

e

Jews, That is, quiteugome, 1n_compared to the many cities
of which he mentions onl&n;;; fact that they had a synagogue,
We are informed that certain vagabond Jews sought to cast
out evil sp1r1t3.4 At Ephesus there was also quite some
stlr against the Jews for they opposed the worship of the
Epheslan goddess, Diana, and thus rulned the business of a
certain silversmith, Demetrius.5 The townelerk informed
Demetrius that he should be careful in his action against
the Jews, and warned him to closely follow the steps of the

law in his actions. Perhaps the clerk was moved to do this

l, Acts 18,1ff.

20Lietmannoo..-'..c.-o.t--o‘ttthus

3. flMarcus Brutus (42 B.C.) planning to march against Antony
and Octavianus, had Ephesus issue a public edict saying
that the Jews were not to be interfered with in the ob=-
servance of the Sabath and their own sacred usages.
Dolabela, a supporter of intony in 43 B.C., took posses~
sion of Asia liinor, ratified privilege of exemption from
military service, and of observing thelr own religious
service, Therefore he had sent thls communication to the
authorities at Ephesus. ;

4. Acts 19,13.

5. Acts 19,21ff.



by the number of Jews in that city. Surely he would not have
informed him to take such precauﬁion if the Jews were far in
the minority and had no influence whatsoever.

In the New Testament we find another reference to the
Jews of all these cities of Asia Minor and Ionia, and Mace~
donia, namely, the Epistle of James. James was written to
the Jews of the dispersion. It gives us no indication as
to where they were located. But it is addressed to the
Jewish Christians in the Hellenistic world.:l

JEWS IN ROME

In Rome, the capitol of the then known world, we find
many traces of Jewish inhabitants. Already at the time of
Augustus they numbered into the thousands. Josephus tells
us that 8,000 Roman Jews joined the embassy which came from
Palestine to Rome in 4 B.G.2 This embassy, made up of
fifty men, was sent to Rome with the petition that they
might live according to their own 1awa.3 Suetonius informs
us that at the death of Caesar, a great number of Roman Jews
made lamentations at his bier during entire ni.ght;s.4 Luke
bear witness to the existence of a large number of Jews 1n
Rome, and to their organization, when he writes and quotes
the words of Paul, "And it came to pass that after three
days Paul called the chief of the Jews together: and when

l. Jewish Chnristianity, DanBe « « « « « o« o » « « « s De 104fF,
?..Schnerel‘...--....-. ----...,.o.pogas
3. The Works of Flavius Josephus, VWhiston . . . « . « pPe 538
4.Schuerer,op.ci'b...............--p.255
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they were come togetﬁer he said unto them, llen and brethren,
though I have committed nothing against the people or customs
of our fathers, yet was I delivered prisoner from Jerusalem
Into the hands of the Rc:zmatns."l Luke mentions many other
things which testify to the existence of Jews in Rome.
Other N, T. testimony to this fact, is the Epistle to the
Hebrews. It evidently was written to console the Jewish
Christians of a Roman congregation in the face of the com=
plete divorcement of Christianity from Ju:la:lsm.2
The spread of the Jews in Rome is also evidenced by
thelr burying grounds. The inscriptions on the tombstones
almost write the history of the race. Some of these cem=
eteries have been only recently discovered. In 1602, Bosio
discovered a small cemetery before the Porta Portuensis.
This was the burial place of the Jews of Trastevere. A
large cemetery was discovered around 1860 on the via Appla
in the Vigna Rondanini, Many Roman Jewish inscriptions
- were found there. In 1866 or 1867 a Jewish cemetery was
also discovered in the vineyard of Count Cimarra, also on
the Via Appla. A Jewish cemetery on the Via Lubicana, in
the neighborhood of E'squ:lml and Vimenal, was found in 1883,
From a Jewish cemetery in Porto, at the mouth of the Tiber,
which has been known for a long time, we get many epitaphs.
The date of all these cemeteries cannot be definitely deter-
mined, but we are quite safe in saying they existed or came
into being between the second and fourth‘cqnturiea,a_ On

le Edorshelme « ¢« « o « ¢ ¢« ¢ ¢ s ¢ ¢« ¢« s »s a o« s« s « Do 70
2. Je“Sh Chris tianity, Danac * % & & 9 & & & & ¢ ¢ @ p' 22.23’
30 somrer * ® @ ® ® e @ ® € ®© e 8 & ° @ * @ & = = p’ 240
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these many tombstones we find the names of many Jewish syn=.

1 A1l these

agogue dignitaries in every center of population.
testify to the existence of a great number of Jews at Rome.

Synagogues and thelr inscriptions also testify to the
spread of the Jews in Rome. Inscriptions inform us that
the Jews were divided into a large number of separate and
indepently orgenized commnities (givsay«ia<’), each having
1ts own synagogue, gerousia, and public ofﬁoiala.2 From
inscriptions we have become acquainted with seven of these
synagogues. Three bear the names Augustus, Agrippa, and
Volumnius, They undoubtedly assumed these names because
they had these rulers as their patrons, or because the
worshippers were chiefly thelr attendants and clients.
Others derived their nawes from the camps in which they stood.3
The prominent part the Jews play in the insurrections at the
time of Nero, Vespasian and Trajan also testify to their
!.nu:;cu:ﬂ:arwe.4

On very thorough study, Edersheim informs us that there
were about 40,000 Jews in Rome at the time of Augustus, and
about 60,000 at the time of Tiberius. He adds that they
were found in every profession of that day,s and they had
worked theilr ivay into every class of sooiety.e

Having seen the exlstence of a large Jewish population
of Rome, we must ask, how and when did these Jews settle

1e BAorshelim. o« ¢ ¢ s ¢ ¢ # ¢ ¢ o ¢« ¢« 2 ¢ s ¢ & o » Pe 240
s S0MIAYOY + o v @ 5 o' o s’ s sen'® s a' n' s slalata Pe 69
5‘ Ibm. ® L 2 - L - - > . - - . - L L L J . - - - - -. p. 2”
B IDIB o « v o a2 s o+ &' 2 el nie wistsfet Dy 229
Ss BEdAerghoi, o« « « © ¢ o « ¢ s ¢ s » « » » o« o« o« @ Do . 68
m Nero to Marcus. Aurelisu-Dill. pe 83 .

6. Roman Society from Ne
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there? It is really impossible to f£ix a definite date, but
for our purpose, we trace the first 'settlemgnt to about 139
 BsC., when Simon the laccabee sent an embassy to Rome to
renew the treaty of amity between the Senate and Judea,
These ambassadors brought back a Senatorial decree, which
recognized the independence of the Jewish state and com-
mended the Jewish Pecple to be friendly with all the kingdoms
and principalities of the East within the sphere of Roman
Power.l It is very probable that some of these ambassadors
settled at Rome. They were expelled from that city because
it was reported that they attempted to infect the Romans
with their own cult, 2

We know definitely that in the wars under Pompey,
Cassius, end Antonius, many Jews were brought captive to
Rome and sold as slaves.® Especially after Pompey's con=-
- quest of Jerusalem in 63 B.C., numerous Jewlsh prisoners
of war were brought to this capitol. Here they were sold as
slaves, However, because of the inconvenience to their
masters whic'n their strict adnerence to Jewish ceremonies
caused, they proved quite unsatisfactory as slaves.‘. How
far they went can be seen from Josephus who tells us of
~two of his Jewish friends (priests) who refused to eat
anytning but figs and nuts; so as to avoid the defilement
of Gentile food.5 These slaves which proved unsatisfactory

1. A History of the Jewlsh People, H & M . . « « + Ps 150
2». Ibido * ° e = o‘ L] ¢ ® @ @& 9 & © & & % ® & = & p0~ 287
3._ BAoTEholM « « o o & o o ¢ & & & & w. & % & %8 = Pe e7
4Q- Somrero c_. e # « &« ¢« ¢ # ¢ ¢ % o s v s« o v & = De 234
50; EdarSheim ® & @ & & & & & & P & & H § ¢ 9 & ¢ @ p. 67
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were not led to execution, but were sent back home or remained
in Rome for whatever fortunes might await ‘them.l Philo at-
tributes the origin of the Jewish commnity in Rome to
the releasecd prisoners of this war, However, the political
importance which thls commmity had already acquired in the
proceedings against Flaccus (59 B.C.) shows that 1t did not
consist of a few captives brought by Pompey, but rather
prisoners made in earlier wars, perhaps the wars in Asia
Hinor.2

The released prisoners who desired to remain in Rome
were assigned a locality on the right bank of the Tiber.
After this first commmnity was filled, a second guarter
sprung up outside the gate of Capena along the Applan Vay,
This settlement extended as far as the gate of Egeria, Here
the greatest nuumber of Jews resided during the time of the
ﬁmlﬁ-r'e.;_5 Juvenal jests at the fact, that the sacred grave
of Egeria, was leased to Jews and swarmed with Jewish beg-
831'8.4' The two hills of Janiculum and Vatican were inhabited
by Egyptian merchants and .Tevrs,5 but they were forced to‘
move from the Vatican by the Pontiffs who preferred that
h‘111-6' Augustus assigned to the Jews a special quarter, the
"l4th reglon" across the Tiber, which stretched from the
slope of the Vatlcan onwards across the Tiber island. This
seems to have been their poor quarter. @hom by poor burying
grounds, no paintings.) The ‘more exclusive Jewlgh'seotion

1, Stanley, History of the Jewish Church . . . « pe 234-359
2, The Jewlsh Encyclopedla « « . ¢ e « s o« Pe 561
3« A History of the Jewish People, M & ll e » « v Ps 891
4.s°huerer-.t...toic‘.....‘l.p’zsg
5. Jahn, History of the Heb. Commonwealth. . . . pe 664
G.Ibid.........‘.-..o..-v....p.670
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Secms to have been by the Porta Capena, where the Appian
Way entered the city. VFine burial grounds with many paint-
ings bear this out.l A1l in all there were elght large
Jewish communities in Rome. =

Because the Jcws came in such large numbers to Rome,
and because of thelr customs, it is only natural that the
Roman aristocracy in general despised the Jews, lHowever,
sone of the arlstocrats delighted in them. We find direct
relations between the Jews and the Imperial court from the
time of Augustus on. Under Nero, the Empress Poppaea seems
to have been inclined toward Judaism.a lMany edicts in their
favor provided that they were not to be disturbed in their
religilous ceremonies, nor in the observance of their sabbaths
and feasts. The annual temple tribute was allowed to be
sent to Jerusalem. (Cf. p.30) They objected to bear arms
Or march on the Sabbath so they were freed from military
service. They were not obliged to appear in courts of law
on their holy days. Augustus provided that vhen the publiec
distribution of corn or money fell on the Sabbath, the Jews
were to receilve their share on the followlng day. Similarly
the Romen authorities confirmed a decree by which the founder
of Anticch, Seleucus I, had granted the Jews the right of
citizenship in all the countries of Asla Hinor and Syria
which he had bullt, and the privilege. of receiving, instead
of the o0il that was distributed, which their religion for-

bade them to use, an equivalent in money.f" i ‘ -
mershelm.........---.o.... e . 0 @ -._copow
2, Eight Jewish communitles of Rome: 1. /%vffréfc oc W_«
Be MllRoE0 " after Volumlus, prefect o yr a er Augus-
. tusi 4, nu (from the fileld of Hars): Yo tdovonzoL
. Subura: £ See (Samaritans, Palestiniana : x

(Velia, Eli& 3 /Vgp/(ﬂ{ﬂnrw'- .
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With so many edicts favoring the Jews, it 1s not
difficult to understand their rapid spread throughcut
Rome. .There were no laws to hamper their spread except in
The brief period under Tiberius (19 4,D.) Then, at the ine-
stigation of Sejanus, he expelled the Jews from Rome and
Ital:‘r-l It seems that a fraudulent practise by scme unscrup-
ulous Jews caused this expulsion. Four Jews, claiming to be
instructors, persuaded Fulvia, a woman of great dignity, to
send purple and gold to the temple at Jerusalem. They ob=-
tained these materials and took them for their own use.
Tiberius was informed of this by Saturninus, the husband of
Fulvia. He then banished the Jews from Rome, By At this
time also the consuls took 4,000 Jewlsh men and sent them to
Sardinia to combat the brigands. Tiberius at that time said:
"Either these wretches will perish, and they will be no loss
to the empire; or they will subdue the robbers who infest
that 1and."5 (Perhaps they formed a nucleus to Jewish come=
munity in that land). That 4,000 Jews capable of bearing
arms were available, gives us a blt of an inkling as to their
number in Rome. In spite of the repressive measures adopted
by Tiberius, there is no reason to believe that the Jews
left Rome . lany must have remained their secretly. At any
rate, twenty years later, Philo found a large community there,
ready to support him in his mission on behalf of his Egyptian

countrymen,4 We know that Sejanus was removed from office in

l. A History of the Jewish People, M & M . . . « « « « DPs 288
2. The Viorks of Flavius Josephus, ¥, Whiston « « « « « pe 549
3. Jahn, History of the Hebrew Commonwealth. . « « « « Ps 671
é.Edersheim.............. oo---'-pt'rz



Sl and after that the Jews were permlitted to rel:u::-n.l After

the overthrow of Tiberius, he perceived that the Jews had
been slandered without cause by Sejanus, and commanded the
authorities in all places not to molest the Jews nor pre-

2
vent the practise of their customs.

Another attempt was made to banish the Jews under
Claudius (41 - 54). ¥When he commenced his reign he ilssued
an edlct of toleration for the Jews. However, towards the
end of his reign, owing to disturbances created by Jewish-
Opposition to the Christian propagandists and because mem=
bers of his own household had become adherents to Judalisim,
gatherings in the synagogues were fc)z'b.’uiclen.:-5 Odian writes
that Claudius closed the synagogues and wanted to banish
the Jews but thelr number was too grea.i:.4 It is true that
Judaism had already won many proselytes, and thus was too
much intertwined with Roman 11fe to be completely suppressed,
however Suetonius says Claudius did banish 1:hezn.5 This is
confirmed by the New Testament, "because that Claudius had
commanded all the Jews to depart from Rome."® The Edict
of Expulsion had no lasting consequences. %When Paul was im=
prisoned in Rome (59-61), we find the Jeows well established.

They were even governed by theilr own council,

1. A History of the Jewish People. M & M « « « « « pPe 289
2.5013116!‘61‘.........-.-}-,--ce.-.pozse
aoﬁ&l‘lop.cit.....---.-.......-90289
4. Jahn's History of the Hebrew Commonwealth . . . p. 673

S« Judaeos impulsare Chresto assidue tumultantes Roma ex-
pulit.Schuerer..-..-..-----.o--pom
6es Acts 18,2. Orosius says this occurred in the 9th year
of Claudius which would make it about 50 A.D, This
- sults Luke's narrative very well. (Luke the Historian)
7. Jahn, Eistory of the Hebrew Commonwealth . . « pe 676
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One practise of the Jews which continually offended
the Romans, was their payment of the annual temple tax.
The Romans disapproved of these large sums of gold being
sent to Jerusalem., Flacclus, durlng his rule, conflscated
the sum collected In isla Minor for this purpose., However,
later edicts of Caesar, confirmed by Augustus, authorized
the practise both as to Rome and the provinces, Vhaen the
clties of Asia lMinor tried %o oppose 1%, Agrippa intervened
in favor of the Jews. A series of edicts broke the re=
slstance of the Greek cities.l Late in the first contury
the half shekel temple tax was done away with in Rome,
as far as Jerusalem was concerned. This tax was now paid
to the temple of Jupiter Capltolinus. The Jews were out-
raged. This ordinance, being rigorously inforced, led to
mean persecutions at the hands of the 1nformers. These
outrages were stopped by Nerva (96-98). This tax continued
to be lovied even in times of Christian emperors, until 1t
was abolished by Jullan the apostate. (361-363).2

JEWS THROUGHOUT THE ROMAN EMPIRE

Having thus far confined our discussion of the Jews
ih Rome, it 1s well that we now direct our attention toc the
. dJewa throughout the Roman Empire. We might call Rome the
nursery of the Jews in the far western part of the then
known world; From ﬁhere they spread throughout the rest of
Italy.' We find them well-establlished at Cremona, Hantua,

1. The Jewish Encyc].Opedia. * &« » » ® v o ¢« o o o e Pe 566
2¢ A History of the Jewish People, M & M . ¢« « « « Pe 291
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Bologna, and Farrara.l Cicero Informs us that the yearly
offerings from Rome went oub not only from Rome, but from
other cities of Italy.e Next to the Jewish comuunity in
Rome, that of Puteoll (Dikaarchia) is presumebly the most
éncient in Italy. This was the chief trading port of
Italy with the East. Jews were found there as early as

4 B.C. immediately after the death of Herod the Great.3
There was also a Christian Church here as early as 61 A.D,
"And from thence we fetched a compass, and came to Rhegium;

and after one day the southwind blew, and we came the next

day to Puetoli, where we found brethren, and were desired to
tarry with them seven days,"4 The city of Pompey had Jewish

inhabitents when in 79 it was buried beneath the lava and
c¢inder of iit. Vesuvius.5 .

Not only in the citles of Italy do we f£ind such Jewlsh
communities, but we are told that at the time of Augustus
there wus no city of any importance in the empire that did
not possess its Jewish q\.u.a.r-tez-.6 The entire history of the
apostle Paul also testifies to the vast spread of Jews

throughout the Roman Empire.

It might be well for us now to consider the relation-
ship between Jews and emperors and also their attitude to-
ward the caumon people. They recognized the fact that they
were strangers in a strange land. YThis made them loyal to

1. Jahn, History of the Hebrew Commonwealth. « « « « Ps 677
2'Ib’-dooooq.-ooooltttoo---o.o-ptm
3.8011!181‘9!'................,...~..-.po241
4, Acts 28,13.14.
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the ruling powers and procured them the protection of kings
and CaeS&rs.l The good will of the emperors and rulers to=-
ward the Jews is menifest in the many edicts in their favor.
These numerous edicts in turn testlfy to the vast number of
Jews spread throughout the empire, It was Caesar and
Augustus vwho were chlefly responsible for the Jews formal
recogniticen within the Romen ]E:mpire.z Caesar had pronibited
foreign "collegia", but made a distinct exception in the
case of the Je*:rs:.3 Such commmnitles of other races often
were used for political purposes, snd therefore abolished by
Augustus.?  Judatsm scquired a lesal standing, and it came
to be treated as a religio licita throughout the whole ex-
tent of the Roman Ei';lpil’eos Josephus has glven us a large
number of public enactuents, partly decrees of the Senate,
partly decrees of Caesar and Augustus, and partly those of
certaln Roman officlals or municipal authorities of that
periocd. A4All of these have as their object the securing to
the Jews the free observance of their own religion, or fur=
ther confirmation of some other privilege.ﬁ They were given
free observance of their Sabbath, Free exercise of all of
the customs of their fathers was legally assured to them.
(Only one custom was ever prohibited, and that was only for
a short time under Hadrian, the custom of circumecision.
This was one of the causes of the revolt in 152.)7 To il-

lustrase how the Jews were favored by some rulers I quote

1. EQOPShelM, o « « o o s s s h ot s wwres 3 Pe . 75
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from Josephus:

"Julius Caesar, praetor (consul) of Rome, to the magistrates,
senate, and people of the Parians, sendeth greeting. The
Jews of Delos, and some other Jews that go journ there, in the
presence of your ambassadors, signified to us, that by a de-
¢ree of yours, you forbid them to amke use of the cnstoms

of their forefathers and their wvay of sacred worship. Now 1t
does not please me that such decrees should be made against
our friends and confederates, whereby they are forbidden to
live according to their own customs, or to bring in contri-
butions to common suppers and holy festivals, while %.ey are
not forbldden so to do even at Rome itself for even Gaius
Caesar, our imperator and consul, in that decree wherein

he forbade the Bacchanal rioters to meet in the ecity, did
yet permit these Jews, and these only, both to bring in
their contributions, and to make thelr common suppers.
Accordingly, when I forbid other Bacchanal rioters, I per-
mlt these Jews to gather themselves together, according to
the customs and laws of their forefathers, and to persist
therein, It will be therefore good for you, that If you
have any decree against these our friends and confederates,
to abrogate the same, by resson of their virtue, and kind
disposition toward us." (Ant. Book 14, Chap. 10.)

Beside the right to observe all the customs of their
fathers, the Jews were given meny other privileges. In
the quarters in which they lived they were permitted to erect
assoclation halls (synagogues) for purposes of common worship
and reading of the law.l Jewish communities were also given
the right to administer their own funds and to levy taxes, to
defray common expense, especially in connection with the syn-
agogue. The principle tax was that of a dldrachma, an annual
poll tax of a Tyrian half shekel (2 Greek drachmas) payable
by each adult male member, and destined to sustaln the
treasury of the temple in Jerusalem.e They likewise posses-
sed the privilege of settling their own legal affairs, They
had their own judges, and their own code of laws. Contrary
to information given in the Jewish Encyclopedia it seems
apparent from certain N.T. examples ,3 that the Jews exercilsed

T,o ﬂe Jewish Encyclopedia e ® ¢ @ % & ¢ & ®© & & ° O @ p'?64
R g0 = « = % = 3 & = e ¢« « 9 » % » ¢« = s o s » * Do 266
3 L] Ibid e * e @ ® & * @ o *® e & @ ©* @ ® & ° ° @ & * & p. 56"



- 30 &

not only civil, but even criminal jurisdiction over' the
members of their commmnity: Gallio watches the Jews mal-
treat Sosthenes, the ruler of the synagogue;l Paul has con=
verts put in prison and scc:m.r.'ged..2 Every Jewish community
was authorized, at least tacitly, to form for itself an
autonomous organization =- administrative, financial, and
Judicial. Because they were forbidden to bear arms or march

more than 2,000 cubits on the Sabbath®

they were exempt from
military service, possibly on consideration of a pecuniary
indemnity. This principle was proclaimed by the Pompeians
in the year 49.% In localities vhere all the above pri-
vileges were legally established, they sould not be expelled
6xcept by means of a formal decision issued by the supreme
aui:‘nor:l.t}y.5

Among the most important right of the Jews, was his
right to hold Roman citizenship. This made him subject only
to the Roman court., It made him exempt from any deérading
punishment such as scourging and crucifixion. It gave him
the right to appeal against any sentence to the emperor him=
8911‘.6 Even during the great Vespasian War, Titus declined
to give in to the request of the people of Antioch to de=
prive the Jews of citizenship.v
R_e],ation between Jews and various emperors:

Caesar = After the battle of Pharsalus and the death of

Pompey (48), Hyrcanus and his minister Antipater, openly

1, Acts 18,1%7. 7
2. Acts 22,193 26,11,

36 Schnel‘el‘. s °* o @& o . ® « ° e .A * @ @ & @ Po 264
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fostered the cause of Caesar. Vhen in trouble in Egypt,
@ Jewlsh auxiliary force of 3,000 men came to his aid.
The Jewlsh highpriest also used his influence to bring the
Egyptian Jews over to the side of Caesar in his war with
Ptolemy XIV, Caesar showed his gratitude by restoring the
political position of Hyrcanus, who was nemed hereditary
head of the Jewish nation and received back the territory
taken away by Pompey, especially the important port of
Jaffa (47-44).1 ‘The Jews were then given valuable privi-
leges by this ruler. They were permitted to form religlous
associations, and to forward their contributions to the temple
at Jerusalem. They were exempted from army service, They
were not subject to Roman jurisdiction in civil sults be-
tween Jews.2

All the privileges granted the Jews by Caesar were
confirmed by Augustus (30 B.C. = 14 A.D,) He likewise
granted them further privileges. They were not to be
compelled to appear in a court of law on the.Sabbath.
Vhen a public distribution of money or corn took place, and
the day of distribution fell on the Sabbath, then their
share of corn or money was to be delivered tothem on the
following day. All the provinces were furnished with oil.
Since the Jews were forbidden to make use of it, they were
to receive the equivalent in money.s Augustus also pro-
vided a permanent allowance for a daily sacrifice for him

.’n} the templa .‘,4

l, Margolis & Marx, Hist, of the Jewish People ... « ps 164
29 Ibid.- ® 9 €& & @ & e 5 B W & F 2 S & O B 8 e & » = pl. 288
3¢ Schuerer. . . s & e & & % 5 8 v @ e. e Pe 265
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During the short reign of the next emperor, Caligula
(87-41), tnings were quite different. Caligula was an
enemy of the Jews.- He required them to erect statues to
him and worship him as God., Of course, the heathen mob
who had been used to worshipping Mercury, Apollo, ser=
pents and crocodiles s 41d not hesitate in bowing down to
their emperor. However, when the Jews opposed this, he
heeped unspeakable miseries upon them, so that Philo calls
1t a "truceless war"., He wrote: "We are rated not only as
slaves, but as the vilest of slaves, our sovereign having
become our owner." Their houses were looted. An old bronze
four-horse c¢hriot with the emperor on it was placed in the
largest synagogue of Rome.? Caligula demanded that they
recognize him as god, and offer sacrifices to him, before he
would concede any privileges to them.ra However, hls was a
short reign and his successor Claudius (41-54) immediately
issued a decree of universal toleratj.on.4

Even the reign of Nero (54-68), thanks to the empress
Poppoea, was on the whole favorable to the Jews.® Under
Vespaslan, (69=-79) Titus, the congueror of Jerusalem, de-
ported thousands of Jewish captives to western Roman pro-
winses. Many went to Sardiania to work in the mines,shile
many others remained in Rome, From here they drifted into

other Italian cities.® The successor of Vespasien, Domitian,

1, Jahn, History of the Heb. Commonwealth.. « « « « « Do 672
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hated the Jews. He rigldly demanded tribute, He included
the Jews in the common persecution of the Christians.!

Nerva (96-98) enacted three laws favoring the Jews.
He discharged all those who had been accused of implety
and athelsm, and recalled those who had been banished. He
prohibited the persecution of the subjects of his empire,
He also freed the Jews from the burden of taxes imposed on
them by Domitian, A medal from that period was found and
reads, CALUNMMA FISCI JUDAICI SUBLATA, This implies that the
Jews no longer were fined heavy sums on frivoicus and false
charges, But Origen informs us that they still pald their
tax of a half shekel.2

The Roman emperor, Trajan (98-117), in the year 114
set out to conquer Armenia and Mesopotamia, and dreamed of -
finally reaching India as did Alexander the Great, However,
at this time the Jews of Egypt, Cyrene end Cyprus, rose up
against Rome, and the Greeks, They fanned the flame of in-
surrection throughout the entire dispersion. They fought
fiercely and for a time in many places had the upper heand.
These insurrections were soon quelled by Trejan's general
Turbo., (It was at tais time that Cyprus was completely clean=
-8ed of Jews). Trajans eastern campaign collapsed, he was de=
feated by the Arabs (117), and died shortly theraafter.-a

Another insurrection occured among the Jews under
Hadrian (117-138), this was occasioned by a formal pro=
hibltion of the rite of circumeision, However, his .

1, Jahn, Hist. of the Heb., Commonwealth. « « « o ,
2. Ibid. . . ® e . L n‘o-ola . Q'.“..t C*l_. 0;6' P. 521-220
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SI_mcessor, Antonius Pius, granted permission to circumcise
the Jews, and confined the ﬁrohibition to the Gem;i.fles.1
Perhaps this 1s the most appropriate place to speak
of the rebellions of the Jows, In the face of the many
privileges bestowed upon them by the various empercrs it
is at times difficult for us from this dlstance to under=
stand their insurrections. MNen will not relinquich a state
of peace unless party hatred, persecution, or the tyranny of
Trulers, which are the common cause of insurrection drive them
to despair or violence. A£11 three of these combined here.Z
Armed conflict existed from 68-135., This originated when
material and religious aspirations of certain Jews came into
contrast with the denationalizing tendencies of the imperial

systems, g

A rebellion, as that under Hadrian can be under=-
stood. Hadrian, besides forbidding the rite of circumecision,
had sent a colony to Jerusalem to rebuild the city with his
name, and consecrate 1t to Jupiter Capitolinus. The ambitions
of a certain Barchochebas urged the people to rebell!.cm.“l
Again the city fell under Roman wrath. Hadrian destroyed

i1t completely and later erected a Roman city on its site

with a temple to Isis and an equestrian statue of the emperor.
Ho Jews were permlitted to enter the city on punisiment of
death. The name of Jew became one of disgrace, and in most

places the garments he was compelled to wear were badges of

loschuerer........-q..-.......cp;a"-ﬁs
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dishonor .1

As varied as were the relations between Jews and em=-
perors, 8o too were the relations between Jews and common
beople. On the whole, history records an almost continuous
series of attempts, on the part of the commmities among
whom they lived, to deprive them, not only of thelr immun=-
1tles, but also of their common rights.2 It is really not
at all difficult to understand the attitude of the Greeks dand
Romans toward the Jews. The Jew was, so to speak, a neg-
ative element in the heathen world, They were strangers in
a strange land. WNot only were they without sympathy toward
that which went on about them, but they showed marked con=-
tempt and abhorence of it. Tacitus tells us: "The Jews
kept close together, and were ever most liberal to one another,
but they were filled with bitter hatred for all others.™ The
brotherly love they manifested f.r .ne another ssemed un-
bearable to the Gresks and Romans, Josephms says-- Every
one elther hated them or were afraid of them. Yet the Jews

had to remain close together. For if one suffered all might

suffer. The danger which threatened one commumnity would

1. The Jews through the Centuries, Willetts. « « ¢+ s » Pe 18
Life of Jews for first 10 centuries was almost blissful
compared to the fiendish treatment they received later. Pope
Innocent III decreed in 4th Lateran Councll (1215) and by
every church council of that century--compelling every Jew to
wear on his, clothes a mark, usually a plece of yellow cloth
by which he at once might be designated as a Jew. "From that
time on the Jew was msariced as creature." :

Ghetto of M.A, -- dark gloomy, streets with houses towering

high on either side, sunlight rarely streaming in; situated

in the worst slums of the eity; shut off by gates, barred

and bloted every night by chains and locks no one permitted

to depart from sunset to sunrise, The Jews were effectually

excluded., They suffered "pestlike" isolation.(Philipson=p.2l1)
2'Edersmim....oc..n.o-ticco.-n.p.vs.k
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undoubtedly socn effect the next. To entertain strangers
was not only a virtue, but a religious necessity among
them.]" They clung tenaclously to their old customs, and
kept with tender memories the sacred traditions of their
faith. Everywhers they organized individual commmities.
That 1s the only way they could maintain their native religion
and usages.g It was really something totally new which the
Roman government allowed that everywhere everyone was at
liberty to live and worship his own god or gods. The chief
accusation the Greeks and Romans had against the Jews was
"they refuse to worship the gods of the cit‘y".a Wherever a
Roman, Greelk, or iAsiatlc might wander, he could take his God
with him, but not so with the Jews. He had only one teniple -
Jerusalem. Only one God = Him who had once been throned
there between the cherubim, and who still was king over
Zion.% Tne Jews looked back to the mother church in .Terix-
salem as the ultimate authority in everything. As we read
concerning the Jews at Antioch - "When therefore Paul and
Barnabas had no small dissension and disputation with them,
they determined that Paul and Barnabas and certain of them
should go up %o Jerusalem unto the apoétleé and elders about
this queation."5 Thus the Jews were bound closely together
by a comuon creed, common life, common center, and com=

wmon hOp;a.s No wonder that the Jews were persecuted‘at

various times. No wonder they were despised in various
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localities, enjoying all the rights, and yet remaining a
separate people. I wonder if the early emperors, Caesar,
Augustus, etc, would have granted them all the privileges
they did, if at that time they would have realized that
they wanted to remain such a separate people. One cus=
tom which particularly iritated the Romans and Crecks, was
the sending of the amnual temple tax to Jerusalem. After
the fall of Jerusalem in 70, the Roman government Instead
of abolishing the temple tax which had no further cbject,
decided to impose it for the benefit of the treasury of
Juplter Capitolinus in Rcme.l

There were three things in particular which the educa=
ted world mocked concerning the Jews - the abstinence from
the use of swine flesh; strict observance of the Sabbathj;
and worship without 1:mages.2 Yes, the majority of the
Peopi_!.e' of the time lcoked upon Juduisii 88 & barbara super-
stitio.d ' |

In spite of the fact that the majority of the Greeks
and Romans despized the Jews and Judalsm, 1t made a deep :
Impression upon some of the people. Why it made such a deep
Impression is this: The Jews knew how to present the
favorable parts of Judaism first; the Jewish religion aimed
at a pr&cticai realization of a moral and happy life; and 1t
happened to be so much the fashion of the timé to patronize
oriental religions generally. The first thing the proselytes
were taught té do was to despise the gods, repudiate thelir

1. The JeWiEh Encyclopedia. - - o e ® e = u e« o2 o o = Do 566
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nationality, and to desparage parents, children and brothers.t
In the face of the deep corruption of that time, such renunc-

lation and 1life of retreat had a strange charm and fascination
for naturally plous souls s ©speclally among the women.2 Thus

many, even among the wealthy and educated classes, became

proselytes to Judaism,

JEWS IN SPAIN

The only authentic notice we have of the existence of
Jews in Spain in the first century is from Paul's Eplstle to
the Romans. There he writes, "Whensoever I take my journey
into Spain, T will come to you:"® We are quite certain that
Paul travelled only where Jews dwelt or where Jewish teachings
had been well established,

Some believe Jews to have inhabited Spain already at
the time of Solomon. Those take Tarshish mentioned through-
out the Bible to mean Spain. In support of this, a si;one
has been found with the Hebrew inscription meaning: "This
1s the tomb of Adoniram, the officer of king Solomon, who
came to collect the tribute, and who died the. . i
Scriptures mentions such an officer I Kings 4,6 - "And
Adonlram; the son of Abda was over the tribute.”

It i1s very probable that some Jews found their way in=-
to Spain after Jerusalem was taken by Titus, and prisoners
were sent to all parts of the world. Thén too, the great
Jewish insurrections under Vespasian, Trajan, and Hadrian,

1. Sem@rer. ® @ @ ¢ @« e ® ® ¢ e e @ ® & @8 » © ° @ p. 97.99
2, D111, Roman Society from Nero to M. Aurelius. . « P«

3. Romans 15,24. 4
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terminated dlsastrously, and threw into circulation num=
erous Jewish captives, Some of these perhaps became the

nuclel of conmzu.n_ities in Spain.l

JEWS IN EGYPT

In order to trace the dispersion of the Jews in Egypt,
Wwe must go back at least to the time of Jeremiah (629-587),
At this time a large groups of Jewish immigrants went into
Egypt for fear of the Chaldees, in opposition to the will
of Jeremiah.® ve are told by that prophet that they settled
in various parts of Egypt, in Migdol, Tahpankes, Noph, and -
Patros.3 Isailah also gives us a bit of information con=-
cerning the extent of their dispersion at this early date =
"And 1t shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall
set hls hand agaln the second time to recover the remenant
of his people, which shall be left, from Assyria, and from

Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and

p The Jewlsh Encyclopedia. e e @ ¢ o ¢ o ¢« % o ¢ s o o Do 561
(At the beginning of the 4th century, 305, the council of
Illiberls devoted four decrees to the Jews, forbidding
Christians to 1live on intimate terms with them. In the
law of the Theodosian Code, addressed to the prefect of
Gaul (425-435), a favorable mention of the Jews occurs,
which would prove that they were firmly settled, and were
scattered throughout Gaul and Belgium., (01d European Jew=-
eries, Philipson p. 7-9) In 1492, Ferdiand and Isabella
issued a proslamstion comnanding all Jews, men, women, and
c¢hildren to leave the kingdom and never return. (Willett)

2. Jeremiah 42, 43, L §

S. Jeremiah 44. Jer, 41,16,17 - "Then took Johanan, the son of
Kareah, and all the captains of the force that were with
him, all the remenant of the people whom he had recovered
from Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, from Mizpah, after that
he had slain Gedalish the son of Ahlkam, even mighty men
of war, and the women, and the children, and the eunuchs
whom he had brought again from Gibeon: And they depart
and dwelt in the habitation of Chimham, which is by Beth=
lehem, to go to enter into Egypt."
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from Shinar, and from Hemeath, and from the 1slands of the
sea,"l

From several other sources we also gain information
concerning the Jews in Egypt at this early date. Psamme-
thicus I 1s sald to have had Jewish mercenaries in his
armmy in his war against the Ethiopians, 650 B.C.Z In 1901
& certain Prof. Sayce purchased from some Egyptian diggers '
& papyrus which they said they had found on the island of
Elephantine, which 1s situated in the first cataract of the
Nile. This Papyrus which is dated 471 B.C. tells of a
settlement of Jews in Yeb, HNany other papyri béaring
8imilar evidence have been fcnmd..3 The information we
have concerning this Elephantine colony tells us that they
were a military colony, playing an official part 1n 'tho
life of the country, and had for several genera_ttioﬁa be=
come 80 thoroughly established that they built e temple to
theil.r 'God Jahweh.4 Archives edited in 1901 and 1911 of the
family of a certain Yedoniah settled at Elephantine, dated
in the reigns of Xerxes, Artaxerxes, and Darius II, reveal
the existence of Jews in Lgypt already before the conquest

5
of Egypt by the persians in 525.

- We nave papyrl giving uc bits of information concerning
the settling of Jews in hgypt, and numgerous guessos have also
been made, but we can state positively that the great majority

of its residents had been attracted by Alexander the Great
10 Is. 11.11.
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(334-323 B.C.), wio granted to the Jews exceptlonal priv-
1leges equal to those of the macedoniana.l It 1s sald that
Egyptians came to Alexander and wanted Jews to reimburse
them with the value of gold, silver, and precious stones
Which thelr ancestors had lent them when the Lord led them
out of Egypt by Moses, The Jews ack;aowledged the justice of
this demand, and consented to pay, provided that the
Egyptlans would satisfy their demands for the services of
four hundred years. Alexander decided that the two debts
balanced esch other.® This is of course-all tradition.

Trouble in Palestine under the Syrlan kings greatly
swelled the number of Jews in Egypt, for the Ptolemles with
only one exception favored them. Privileges granted by the
Ptolemies were even enlarged by Julius Caesar.

Ptoleny I (Soter also Logus) took Jeméalem and Judea

¢ At this time he took a great many

by treachery in 320 B.C.
Jews captive to Egypt to garrison the frontiers. Tradition
has it that 30,000 were taken. He also compelled some of
these to settle in Cyrenaica.s He gained the confidence of
the Jews by entrusting them with his strongholds. Ten years
later he again visited Judea and by levity induced many Jews
to emiigrate to BEgypt.® It 1u seld that during his reign
100,‘-000 Jews were taken captive and sold as slaves to the

Egyptians. They were granted freedom by his successor
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Ptolemy Philadelphus. (285-246 B.C.)! Thus ne conciliated the
Jews. They enjoyed perfect liberty under him, as 1s made
apparent from the Petries papyi-i'.z' His successor, Ptolemy
Philopater was opposed by the Macedonians, and the Jews came
to his rescue. Yet 60,000 of them were lost to him.a. This
ruler was "a monster of cruelty and debauchery®., He ravaged
Judea, then returned to Alexandrla and shut up every ine
dividual of the Jews, gathered them in the Hippodrome in-
tending to destroy them by elephants. The cries and wailings
of the multitude terrified him, and finally he pardoned them,%

One of the foremost friends of the Jews was Ptolemy VI
(Philometer) who went so far as to sanction the ersction of
a Jewish temple in Egypt.” Under Antiochus V (Eipater)
(164-162 B.C.), Onias IV found he had no prospects of suc-
ceeding to the priesthood in Palestine, so he came to Egypt,
He was cordially accepted by Ptolemy Philometer. This ruler
gave him in Leontopolis, in the province of Heliopolis, a
delapidated temple, previously dedicated to the "cat-goddess"”.
It was rebullt and modelled after the temple in Jerusalem,
This lasted from 160 B.C. to 73 A.D.° The ruins of a brick
wall can still be seen on three rugged sand hills known as
the "mounds of the Jews".”

Ptolemy VII (Physscon) assﬁmed an attitude of hostility

toward the Jews. This was excited not because of their
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‘relilgibn but because of thelr political partisanship.

" “Bestdes the mﬁny Jews taken capf.lveb:r these rulers
and taken to pgypt, many went their of their own accord.
It seemed the preferable plaoe to go. The goodness of the
Soll and the 1liberallty cf the majority of the Ptolemies
attracted them.a In several towns, especially the new
cltles founded by the Ptolemles, in which colonists were
in great demand, the Jews obtained, either the free-
dom of the city pure and siniple, or possible a speclal statute
wnich gave then rights almost equivalent to the citizens of
the most privileges class, namely the "Hacedonians" as they
were called in Eg},rpt.?J |

After the destruction of Jerusalem, and the temple, the

Jews of Egypt received great accessions to their numbers.?
We have scant information as to the dispersion of these Jews
in partilcular colonies, but i’hilo informs us that about an
eighth of the total population of 7,800,000 were Jews. ¥hich
means that there were about 1,000,000 Jews scattered through=-
out Emt-s Today we still have one trace of a Jewlsh settle-
ment in Egypt, directly east of Alexandris, close along the

seashore, 6

JEWS IN ALEXANDRIA
By far the greatest settlement of Jews in Egypt was found
in Alexandria, At first a special quarter was assigned to

1. Schlmrer. * ® @ & ®© ® o & = « ® & ® =8 @ & = p‘. 256
2. The Vorks of Flavius Josephus, Vhistol. « « « « De 352
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them by the eastern harbor of the Canobus canal. This was
called the "Delta". Later it became necessary to assign a
second of the five sections of that city to them.l Te
Didachol were the first to asslgn a separate portion, "a
ghetto", to the Jews. In those days the ghetto was con-
sldered a privilege for it was established "that they might
lead a purer life by mingling less with foreigners."e In
In such a district they established theilr own communal organ=
ization,

Under Agrippa I, the apread of the Jews throughout
Alexandria greatly irritated the Macedonlans. Not only
. did the Jews completely control two sections of the city of
1,000,000 people, but they also spread throughout the other
sections, They likewlse rigorously agltated for full citi-
zenship., Therefore Flacuus (the prefect) ordered them to be
restricted to one quarter of the city, and at the same time

2 llany found no room in

reduced their municipal rights.
thls one quarter so they helplessly camped among shores and
in cemeteries. Whoever appeared in the other qﬁarters of the
clty was seized and put to death in a most brutal manner,
It is claimed that 38 elders were publicly scourged. This
glves us an idsa as to their vast number in Alexandria,

The spread of Jews throughout the city of Alexandria 1s
also evidenced by the number of synagogues found there. Philo
tells us that these houses of prayer abounded in every section

of the city.s Their chief glory was the great central

!:Ederlheﬁ'l. e @ @ @ ® @& & a ® 5 & v & s s s a . - p. Gr
2. Scmerer T TR I e A i e ¢ ® @ ... p. 228
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synagogue, built in the shape of a basilica, with double
¢olonnade, and so large that 1t needed a signal for those
Wost distant to know the proper moment for the responses,
In this cathedral stood 70 chairs of state, encrusted with
precilous stones, for the 70 elders who constituted the elder=
Ship of Alexandria, on the model of the great Sanhedrin in
Jerusalem.l

In general, the Jews of Alexandria were treated very

kindly by the rulers, Alexander gave them the rights of
¢itizenship because of the willling assistance they gave in
the wars against the Egyptians.2 They were employed by the
Ptolemies as mercenaries, especially for the garrisoning of
fortified places.® Tne sons of Onias commanded the forces
of Cleopatra, when she disputed the possession of the king-
dom with her son Ptolemy Lathyrus, The pagah historlians
pralse the loyalty of the Jews, who continued faithful to
the queen, even when she was deserted by the greater part
of the Egyptians.4 Ptolemy VI gave the comuand of the
whole army to two Jewlsh generals Onias and Dositheus,® By
the latest Ptolemies many important appointments were entrust-
ed to thems. The export trade in grain was given into their
hands, The harbor and river peolice were also coumitted to
their cha.):-,gen..6

When foreigners were given so many privileges, and then
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entrusted with important appointments by 'niler', there was
bound to be trouble with the comuon -pécple. They despised
the Jews. The Jew was made the constant theme of popular
merriment and mockery., The theater would resound with
laughter as the religion of the Jews was 1ampooned.1 The
Jews irritated at ever-lincreasing mockings and maltreaiznénts,
furiously broke out in re'bellion, and attacked the Hacedonian
cltlzens with stones. They rushed into the amphitheater with
lighted torcnes, to burn it and all the people assembled
there. This hostility was also excited by the rebellion of
the Jews in Palestine (66 4.D.)° Tne prefect, Tiberius
Alexander, finding that milder measures were of no avail,
sent out a body of 17,000 soldiers who slew about 50,000 Jews
and plundered and burnt their d"rmll:‘Lngs.3 Besides the 50,000
killed in Alexandria it is recorded that 60,000 were killed
throughout other parts of Egypt.4

After years of rebellions and revolutions, the Jews
that did remain in Alexandria were confined to a ghetto,
"whence they could not burst forth suddenly, and fling them=-
selves upon the illustrious city and make war upon .‘..t."s

Throughout these rebellions the Egyptian Jews spread on
all sides - westward to and even beyond the province of

Cyrene, southward to Abyssinia and Ethiopia.6

JEWS IN CYRENE

The atrbnget'community of Jews west of Alexandria in

‘riEderSheim......‘ooo.oc!oiono.p.ga
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the Diaspora, was found st Cywene. It is sald that Ptolemy
I, (Logas) sent 30,000 of his captives there to garrison the
fortresses,” Strabo reports that the inhabitants of Cyrene
at Sulla's time (about 85 B.C.) were divided into four
Classes: ciltizens, agriculturists, metolkoi (settlers), and
Jows.? 8%111 they enjoyed equality of civie rights.s (cr,
footnote #4) A Jewish inseription at Bernice, apparently
dating from 13 B.C., shows that the Cyrenian Jews formed a
dlstinct commmnity under nine rulers of their own, who no
doubt attended to the communal affairs,

The Cyrenian Jews were noted for theilr strong anti-Roman

feeling, which more than once was cruelly quenched in blood.6

l‘fahn'.|0---|o .
2o SChUOTOY & ¢ « o o o & & & De R8Y
BoIbid...,,...' = vooo--p0246
4. Josephus quotes Strabo: "There are four classes of men
emong those of Cyrene: that of citizens, that of husband=-
men, the third of strangers, and the fourth of Jews., Now
these Jews have already gotten into all cities; and it 1s
hard to find a place in the habitable earth that hath not
admitted this tribe of men, and is not possessed by them:
and it hath come to pass that Egypt and Cyrere, as having
the same governors, and a great number of other nations,
imitate their way of living, and maintain great bodies of
Jews in a peculiar manner, and grow up to a greater pros=-
perity with them, and meke use of the same laws with that
nation also, Accordingly the Jews have places assigned
them in Egypt, wherein they inhabit, besides whatlis pecul-
larly allotted to thils nation at Alexandria, which 1s a
large part of that city. There is an ethnarch allowed
them, who gnverns %he nations, and distributes justice to
them, and takes care of their contracts, and the laws to
them belonging, as if he were the ruler of a free repub-
lic. 1In Egypt, therefore, the nation is powerful, because
the Jews were originally Egyptians, and because the land
wherein they inhabit,-since they went thence, is near to
Egypt., They also removed into Cyrene, because that this land
adjoined to the government of Egypt, as well as does Judea,
or rather was formerly under the same govermment."” (Ant,
Book 14, Chap. 12)
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At the time of Vespasian a sort of aftermath of the war
was:riniahed here; At Trajan's time Ehis was the maln seat
of Jewish revolt.> Under him 500,060 Jews are supposed to
have been massacred, Thls is to have taken place abeut 115
AsD, Jewish historians attribute this war to the ambitions
of fugitives who took refuge in Alexandria after the destruce
tlon of Jerusalem, and thare bullt a tomple, However, we have
no record that any temple was built in Egypt other than that
of Onilas, 3

The Jews of Cyrene were also effected by the Sicarii,
One of theae, Jonathan, a weaver, who had fled from Egypt,
persuaded many poor Jews to follow him into the desert where
he would perform miracles. The Roman prefect, Catullus, was
Informed of this by the more distinguished Jews. He sent a
body of soldiers out to bring back this multitude that follow=
ed Jonathan, The majority were put to death, and the rest
were made prisoners. Jonathan was brought before Catullus,
However, for revenge against those who had made known his
plot, Jonathan accused the rich Jews as accomplices in thils
undertaking. Catullus therefore put three thousand to death
and conflacated thelr property. Jonathan, then made the same
accusation against levius Josephus and others at Alexandria,
Josephus had formerly lived peacefully at Rome, and on this
account was conducted to Rome where Vespasian investigated

feund all the accusations groundless., Jonathan was

ordered to be scourged and burni alive yet he escaped without

Punishment.3
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Wle may assume that Jewlsh settlements existed fur-
ther west than Cyrene from single traces that have been founrd ,
¢ there were Jews in Carthage at Tertulllan's time appears
from the commencement of his work, adv, Judaeos.l Jewish
Inscriptions found at Mauritania and Algiers prove that
these places nad their own Archontes (rulers) while the
Special direction of public worshlp was clways entrusted
to the irchisynogagos or "chief ruler of the synagogue“.z
Though persecuted bylemperors, not tolerated by various
groups and parties, despised by individuals, in splte of all
this there is a bright side to Judalsm of the first century.
It retained its exclusiveness as a religious community in
splte of the many efforts to wipe it out., The Jews did not-
accept the theory "In Rome do as the Romens doi" They could
not do 80 and remain true to their religious ideals. Y‘hey
must have viewed with dlstaste the morals and conduct of
those living in idolatrous Alexandria and Antioch. With what
repugnance must they have viewed the exposure of infants, the
g8ecret orgies masked as rites of religious brotherhoods, no
purity in life or wedlock, bastardy thru faithless wives,
8ecret assasinations, blood, and murder; everywhere thaft,.
| decelt, wastefulness, disorder, perjury, adultery and de=
baucnery, Still, in the face of all thls, the sincere Jews,

Hellenized though they were in speech and many forms of cultmre,

more than ever recognized the authority of their law,®

Were we able to trace the footsteps of a Jew walking
through the streets of Alexandria in that first century,

1 L Schuerer Y e ® 9 . ° " ® @ ® ® @ @ & ° a2 - 9 ° » p. 251-52
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we could s8€e hlu pass the splendld teuple of the Greeks,
completely overlook the eguestrian statue of the emperor

in the public square, give no heed whataocever to the
blasphemous idolatry which everywhere abounded, and finally
enter his own huumble synagogus. There he was plezsed to
find himself surrounded by those who shared his desgent,
his falth, his hopes. No one could have compared the
Voleceless, meaningless, and blasphemous heathen worship (if
1t deserves the name) to the synagogue with its hymns, its
sublime 1iturgy, its Divine Scripture.l Josephus informs
us that "it was held in reverence by nations from the end
of the earth."™ is we have pointed out throughout this
account of their dispersion, synagogues were established in
every Jewlsh community. Of all the citles which Paul visited,
Philippl, alone is not mentioned as having a synagogue. It
seems that the larger Jewish colonles, such as those at
Alexandria, and Cyrene, erected synagogues in Jerusalem,

as academies where their children could be instructed in
the Hebrew language and in the law. During the Passover
Festival they performed their devotions in their own syn=
agogue, because the temple could not contain the vast num-
ber of Jews that assembled at Jerusalem.5 It seems that 1t
was the leading men of these synagogues, who persecuted and
kllled the first martyr, Stephen.4 Perhaps other synagogues
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were bullt by different trade gullds. In these the members
of the gullds assembled so that they would at cnce mow
whpre to find Jewish employers or fellcw warkmen.l The
Synagogues were organized really to "uphold the faith cf
thelr fathers among the communiticss of the diSpersion."2
Philo pays high tribute to them when he says: "In all the
tovms thousands of houses of instruction were open wnere
discernment and moderation and skill and justice and all
virtues generally were tau@;ht."5

It was around the synagogue that the entire 1life of a
Jewish community centered. The people would appoint their
own officers to take charge of the synagogue and settle all
their legal disputes. Up to the time of Augustus there was
one nead over all called "ethnarch" or "genarch". He was
both supreme judge and adﬁinistrator. However Auguétus
dlvided these between the gerusia and a committee of Archons.4
The "Archisynagbgus" was their religlous president, The
comnunivy council headed by the "archon" settled thelr sscular
affairs, It varled in number according to the size of the
community. At Bernice theie were nine members on this coun=-
cil.5 However, at Alexandria; there seems to have been seventy
members, patterned after tne Sanhedrin at Jorusalem.

Viere we to enter a synagogue of the first century we

would not only find Jews in ettendance, but also many Gentlles,
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To almost every Jewlsh communlty of the dispersion there was
attached a nmumber of "Godfearing" CGentiles who adopted the
Jewish mode of worshlp and attended the Jowial aym:.gogue.]‘
Josephus boasta: "Likewise among the mass of the people
there has for a long time now been a great amount of zeal

for our worship; nor is there a single towm eamong the CGreeks
Or barbarians or anywhere else, not a single natlon to which
the observance of the Sebbath as it exists among ourselves
has not penetrated; while fasting and the burning of lights,
and many of our laws with regard to meats are also observed, "2
Judeism did not demand complete submissicn of its converts
immediataly. It did not at the outset demand complete adoption
of the Jewish law, The neophyte was at first simply a friend
of Jewlsh customs, observing the least enthralling ones, such
es8 the keeping of the Sabbath, the lighting of fire on the
previous evening, kzeeping certéin fast days, and abstinence

S And do not think for a moment . that

from uncleen foods,
these converts were altogether of lowly station in life.
Fulvie, at the time of Tiberius, was a senator's wife,
Flavius Clemens was a nephew of emperor Domltian, Poppae,
wife of Nero, was favorabiy disposed toward Judaism. Often
the converts assumed Hehrew names - Beturia Paulina, who
turned Jewess at the age of 70, was rensmed Sarah, Thus,
these converts in vast‘ numbers joined themselves to Jewish
commmities,

Yet one brief note, No matter how uninteresting this

13 HOINATEY s 3 o » ¢ 5 & .4 . 4.8 % 0 Row & & wisria Pe 314
2! Ibid. ® 2 ¥ e e ¢ e ® * » 5 4 s ® 4 3 e F o e 0 IJo 506
3s The Jewish hnCyCl pedia & 6 & & 6V 8 s R w e De 570
4, A History of the Jewish People, M & M , + . « « « Ps 290



> B4

dispersion may beiin other respects, it does present a few
facts wnich cannot help but excite our admiration, First

of all, I refer to the preservation of the Jews as a nation.
Thelr history reminds us of the burning bush, ever burning,
yet never consumed. Never has there been a nation 8o power=
ful, yet so disesteemed. Never such a clever, resource<
ful, successful, people, yet so undesireable, Child of
sorrow, wanderer, exile, son of the ghetto = that is the
Jew of the Dispersion.

You have undoubtedly beheld it, but once more let me
call attention to the hand of the Almighty God in this
Diaspora. The service it rendered to the inital propagation
of the Gospel, cannot be exaggerated, It was virtually
the highway on which the Gospel could rapidly spread, It
was the seed~bed for the Gospél, and en abundant harvest
has come from that planting.
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