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INTRODUCTION

A new experience awaits the student who examines this
gection of St., Paul's Letter to the Ephesians with the view
of determining what it teaches regarding God's eternal Elect-
lon of Grace. He begins by assuming that in these verses he
will find the doctrine of Election only partially revealed,
it%s supplement to be drawn from other portions of Holy
Soripture. But as his investigation progresses he comes to
%he realization that here the entire dootrine of Election
is revealcd that this is truly a "locus classicus," a

"aed*s doctrinae” with regard to Predestination.

The doctrine of Eleotion occuples a unique position
among both clergy and laity -in the Church, Fastors sometimoE]
hesitate to preach on it because they comsider it a doctrine v~
not only very diffioult to present, but apt also %o produce
misunderstanding or even to engender anxiety and uncertainty
among simplo folk concerning their soul's salvation. Among _J
the laity this dootrine has the distinction of being the
least clearly understood of all Scriptural teachings. Doctri-
nal discuscsions in public and in private among our people
often bring to light a wholly inadequate comprehension of
this artiole of faith. It is also common knowledge that the
dootrine of Election has been the source of heated religiouSv/’
controversy in the recent past. These faots together perhaps

are responsible for the widespread conception of Predestinat-




ion as an unclear doctrine of Holy Writ. But as Dr. Stoeck-

hardt has so aptly pointed out: "The fact that the dootrime of 4%,

L

the Election of Grace has actually bocume controverted to a et
great extent, both in former days and especially in our time,
surely is no proof that in this instance we have before us an
Obscure or semi-obscure chapter of dootrine, --a chapter which,
in the last analysis, is a mere problem of theology. 1f this

were true, we should have to relegate also the article of the
Holy Supper and of the divinity of Christ to the catogory oz
problems of theology. For these, too, have ever been greatly
contested articles or dootrine.™ 1) Instead of discouraging
the clergy from bringing this matter to the attention of their
people, the general uncertainty regarding the Election of Grace
should rather indicate to them a derinite need on the part of

the poople ior enlighteonment, and at the same time present a
distinot challenge to thom to supply that need. Any pastor who .|
Tails to expound also this part of the divine c&unsel to Chris=-
tian peoplc bocomes disloyal to the Great Commission of his

Lord to teach "all things whatsoever I have commanded you." Z)
Uncertainty and misconception cannot exist in the mind of the
Bible student who in simple faith accepts the statements of

tho Sucred 3Seriptures, word for vord. Furthermore, the Election '
of Grace is of such tremendous value for the faith and life of 7
clergy and laity alike that they simply cahnot afro}d to ignore

it.

What is Predestination? The following definitions serve

to give a general overview o the subject.

"The entire work of leading those who shall constitute
the Ghurch Triumphant from a state of sin and wrath and spiri-
tual death, through a state of faith and srace and spiritual
life, to a state of glory and eternal life, is the divine

l) 6. Stoeckhardt, Epheserbrief, p. 83
2) Matt. 28, 20.




exsoution of that eternal decree whereby God, beforc the founda-
tlon of the world, and prompted only by His grace in Christ Jesus, :
purposed to call, enlighten, and sanctify, keop and preserve, by
the means of grace, according %o the counsel of His will, all
those whom, by eternal election of grace in Christ, the Redeemer
of the world, le had chosen from fallen mankind and predesti-
nated to eternal glory." 1)

"The decree of predestination is an eternal act of God,
who for ilis gddnesa' sake, and because of the merit of the forcor-
dn;nod Redeemer of all mankind, . purposed to lead into everlasting
life, Ly the way and means of salvation designated for all man-
kind, a certain number of certain persons, and to procure, work,
and promote what would pertain to their final salvation.” 2)

"Election is the eternal act of God with respect to all
who are saved, by wiaich, out of pure grace and for Christ's sake
(Praedestinatio gratuita et libera est), He purposed to ondow
then in time with the spiritual blessings of conversion, justi-
g}oation. sanctification, and preservation unto lire eternal."

5 "Holy Scripture thus traces all the spirifual blessings of
conversion, justification, sanctification, and preservation
back to God's eternal clection of grace in Christ Jesus,” 4)

The last of these expressions shall form fthe basis fér
the outline of the present treatise, in this slighily ultered
form; "Eternal election of grace in Christ Jesus responsible 7
for all the spiritual blessings of Justification, conversion, J
sanctification, and preservation."” Part One will deal with
tho Decree of Election, or Election in Eternity, while Fart
Two will deal with the Execution of this Decree, or Eleation
in Time. Eacia part will treat the reapective terms of the ]

definition according to "Definition" and "Proof."

1] AeLe Graebner, Doctrinal Theology, pe 228,

2) Ibide, p. 44

3) J«Ts Hueller, Christian Dogmatics, p. 585

4) Ibid,. p. 6586 3 2




PART ONiE
THE DIVIRE .DECREE 0?-£RE‘ESTIFATIQH
(Election in Lternity)

"EQERIRAL"
Definition.

When we say that the divine Deoree of Predestination :I.s'_]
eternal, we mean that it is a decree which was formulated by
God in etornity, bofore ile had made the first beginnings of
the croeation of the universe. It was then that the tureec Persons
of the Blessed Trinity entered into solemn conclave and ef ected

the tiree divine decrees. These were the divine decrees of

Creation, iedemption, and Eredetination.\ '
f‘
Proof,

l. BEph. 1, 4: Ked s ;flhéf‘!" WI2S o,y o TR mu@oltfs Koo poo

"Lven as e has chosen us before the foundation of the
world,"

In these words the Apostle makes the clear and emphatic
assertion that the divine Decree of Predestination, the zchegy
of God, was an aot which took place before the beginning of

time, before the world. The expression mee x«rfilds Kirpss op

its synonym X¥e wx«mpedf)s  kerpeo  we find also on the lips of our

Lord, as when He says: "Father, I will that they also, whon




thou hast given me, be with me where I amj that thoy may be-
hold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me
re the foundation of the worlde” 1) Or, "That the blood

befo

of all the prophets, which was shed from tho foundation of the

World, may be required of this generation.,” £) Or again, "Then

Bhall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come ye blessed
of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the

foundation of the world." %) The noun HNP'lz' is froa the
verb xemfeddw , Which again is compuunded from th@ two words

Kard  gnd BaM\o | vty throw or cast down.” Then it also means

"to put in a lower place," and occurs commonly in the phrase

Veptheov  ware < BaMhojar | nto lay (down) a foundation." Thus,

then, the noun hﬂﬂﬂ'lj is commonly used to mean "a founding
(laying down a foundatlom)."” The reference is therefore clear-
1y to the cr;ation, whon God, in human language, laid the
foundations of the earth. The word jgbf:i_is here used in its
wider gignification of "universe."” And now the statement is
that befurs God began to lay the foundations of the universe,
before there was, outside of God, life or matter, God formu=-
lated the divine Decrse of Fredestination. lven then God
thought of us graciously, had us in His mind, and in His coun-
86l and purpose tbok us out of the lost and condemned world

of men for Himself, and deoreed that we should be and remain
His own, and be with Him forever in heaven. 3.D.F. Salmond, i\

in the Expositor's Greek Testament, says ol the phrase ﬁ_

kewfadds T8 werues : "It expressocs most definitely the fact

1) John 17,24
8) Tuke 11, 50
3) latt. 25, 34




that the election in question is not the setting apart of %
sertain porsons at a definite period, as act in time, a

historicsl selection, as some ( @.g8., Boys.) atrive to prove,

but an etornzl choice, a determination of the Divine ind be-

fore all time." 1) =

2. Eph. 1, B: 'J?f"{l"“ ypir  aie u'o‘u-fuv‘

"In that He foreordained us unto adoption of sons."

In charactoristic fashion, St. Paul brings in a dependent
oclause. The main verb on which it is depaondont is the foregoing
_f_" ','\‘IC"" « The sorist participle here used, Teese (oas s in-
dicates coincidenco, as in many other places, such as icts L,
24; Rom, 4, 20; 2 Pet. 2, 5; Col. 2, 13; Phil, 2, "l. Now this
might have been said by _-:__c':_-_"_, as in acts 10, 42: "ind he com=-
manded us to preach unto the_ people, and to testify that it is
he which was ordained (fr"‘»i"“) of God to be the Judge of

quick and dead." But 're--g"'-'-' n'takes it more emphatic. The 1

word Teesec):t goes back to feec, "terminus,” and the vorb
¢ g i <
*e <)Y means "to determina."” T‘I’”fj"' s Yhen, means "to

Predetermine,” "to predestinate.” In this case there arc two

Teasons for referring this to God's eternal election. In the
first place, this is the general usaée of Yeeop )iV in the
New Testament. It is always used of God as determining fron

etornity, sometimes witk the further definition 7c® vov «iwvav ;

"But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, oven the hidden

wigdom, which God orduined (weeale¢¥ev) befors the world re.

R e

1) Expositor's Greck Testament, vol, III, pe 249




T "’“:“""") unto our glorys” 1) And in the second placd, tuis

1s according to the present context, pointing to Tps _r<re fedys
X#mev . In this way the Apostle again brings out that the choo-
Sing of God, the ordaining of us to Himself, was done "before,"

that is, before anything existed, in eternity.

Se EEh. lli 1l: E_‘_i 2y ;KA7(-='07P’V ﬂpo.rl"‘pl'vrll

"In Whom we were chnoson being foreordained"

In his commentary on Epheéiam;. Stoeckhardt has a complete
discussion of the term Klgzr:-'. loat of tho older and more re=

cent commentators derive 4Aqeesv here from K"‘fe“ in 'the sense

of bossession, inheﬁitame,'xi‘ff""ft& 9 oorre.spond:l.n{; to the
Hebrow ”'5__{.’45 and translate e:lthors' ":l'n whom, " t;r ';thz:ough whom
Wwe have become the heritage of 'God,“' which, tndwever. is rather
foreign, or, more umiall_'y:' "in \i'iiom,"' or "through whom we

have been provided with the inheritance,” that is, "have re-
ceived the inhe'ritanoa." However, if we fake it to m&an. "in
whom we received the 1nheritance,“l then, as S.toeckharda points
out, it is made to refer to 'tho future po-session. wihile Paul
is here deser:'ibing prosent b].easlings. And iI we take the
translation %o mean "in whom we received tho right of' neirs,"
we do not have a third blessing, as the exponents ol this view
urge, namely, the right of heirs in addition to the forgiveness
of sins (first blessing), and sonship and wisdom. (secund
blessing), becausc in that case the third blessing would be
ddontical with the first. Secular Greek usage shows that the

R e ——

1) 1 Cor. 2,7




tern ﬂ‘]g_;:_ undorgoos a generalization, in which the root
,1dea, the means of choosing, that is, the xlyesf (lot) re-
cedes into the background, and the effect, gained through
the means, is emphasized, namely, the choosing itself. Henae,

the verb xAyesdv gomes to mean "choose." A similar generali-

4
zation tukes place in the verb X:{°?°V:® = which means %o
f\
chooso or to vote even though this is done without raising

the hand. Dr. stoeckhardt says on this point:

koo _ “Ehe nan fuer
tkM)e&VYriv  gine neue Bedeutung erfindet, sollte man doch zZu=
sehen, ob man nmit der in der griechischen Sprache gaeng und
gaeben Bedeutung des lorts nicht auch an unserm Ort auskommen
kanp. In allen den versoniedenen \Wendungen und Verbindungen,
in denen xlyede bei den griechischen Frofanskribenten sich
Tindet, 1Icst domselben das Substantiv m\jFu in geiner naechst-
licgenden, urspruenglichen Bodeutung 'Ioa’ zugrunde. KAvpeds
heisst 'das Los werfen' und dann 'durch das Los bestiumen,
erwashlen,” und ist bel den atiischen Schriftstellern die
éowochnliche Bezeichnung fuer die %ahl der Kagistrate, Und da
diesc Wahl in Athen oben meist durch das Los geschah, so trat
dann hin und wieder in der Vorstellung das Mittel der Wahl in
den Hintergrund und der durch das Loswerien erzielte REffekt,
die Erwachlung, in den Vordergrund.” 1)

Furthermoro, this is tie Seriptural usage of the term. In 1
Jame 14,41.42 it is said of Jonathan and Saul: wxa«i Id:;!oh-u

‘Luavddev et £xovd, that is, the lot foll upon Jonathan. The

Septuagint makes the following addition heres Kai drr £eod l.-.

/ (] S S ’ [ S n -
&\\“‘t ove pedoy i,..aa Kei  Uve p.t'ﬂv Tumvadey 75  oied rou o

W 2 ’“’““’h‘)f""l‘“ xveess wwrodwviro , "pnd Saul said: Cast

the lot between me and my son Jonathan; he whom the Lord shall

designate by lo.t, shall die." Tho othor passage reuds: kui

tives ':E_ qUTRY 'ﬂr'ﬂ'ﬂa"l‘-ﬂf e} 7("'"‘1‘".' "'07"" _"_f._ ”"u? arde r_§

M. 2) ”gwklzc"d really means "to distribute by lot,"

RS s S

l) G« Stoeckhardt, op. cit., ps 70f.

2) Aots 17,4 I




and then in general, as the means of the action iz disregarded
and only the purpose retained, "to distribute.”™ The meaning
1s that those who oame to faith were theroby givon by God

to Paul and Silas as discipless

Dr. 3toeckhardt ends his discussion: "Eg entspricht dome=
nach dem profanen und biblischen Sprachgebrauch, wenmn wir iv ¢
.ﬂﬁgf"’]kl' an unsera Ort mit Chrysostomus, Vulgate, Ambrose,
Estius, do Wette, Blank, Hofmann, Cremer, Klostermann,
Wiohlenberg und andern uebersotzen: 'in quo eleoti sumus,' 'in
Welchaem' oder 'durch welchen wir auch erlost,' das heisst,
'erkoren worden sind.' Da hier nicht vom LoswerZen die Rede
ist, soncern von dem, was Gott an den Parsonen, die Jetzt
Christen sind, getan hat, so komnt das K*geoir selbstverstaend-
lich hier nur nach seinem Zweok und &£Le n Betracht, als
Bescnderung, Frwachlung. Wir sind von Gott aus dem menschlichen
Geschlecht ausgesondert, erkoﬂgn, tass wir ihm zugchogren
80llteness..Bs ist algo, ixhyedFPyusy parallel dem afsdzfiro Muds
Ve 4, und wie dort ipelefan durch weewcicar , 80 13T &n unserm
Ort scAyewlyuiv  dureh wgespreVsvrss “naoher bostimmi, indem
hler wie dort dor erste ausdruck die Bsziehung auf Gott, der
Zwolte die Bezichung aul’ das Ziel in sich schliesst.” 1’

Here again, thereforo, !ite Paul wishes to make it very clear
%hat we wero chaosen in eternity. He says not merely that we
were chosen, For that could refor to an evont in time, a choo-
8ing conditioned on something in us. But he qualifies the term
“ggggen," with another wiaich leaves the meaning indisputable,
naimely, "being prodestinated.” That is the echoosing of which

e

we were the qggeots. 1% was an eternal olection.

That this teaching of the Apostle in Ephesians 1 is in
perfest accord with other Scriptnrai expressions on the same
subjeat may be seen from a brief considoration of a few of
these.

T e T

1) G, Stoeokhardt, ope olt., pe 722
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4, Ephe 3, 11:
"According to the purpose or the ages which He madge"

This passage, in the light of the context, is an egpeciul-

1y‘olear roferonce %o the eternity of God's elcction. In the
third chapter of his Letber té the Bphesians Ste Paul speaks of
the "mystery which in other ages was not made known unto the
sons oi men," 1) ana says that this-mystery consisted in this,
"bhat the Gontiles should be fellowhoirs, and of the same body,
and partakers of His pronise in Christ by the Gospel." 2)
Hence, the mystery of God desfined to be revealed through
Zaul's ministry is that sulvafion is for all mﬁnkin&,.whethor
Jows or Centileg., aind now in the versc before us he says that
whenever this takes place, whenever either Jew or Gentile is
brought to tho knowledge of salvation, it is "according to

the eternal purposc" of God, or, as was literally translated
above, "tho purpose of the ages." The expression rov ~isvew

is the cowmon onec in Seripture for "eternity." That this is

the meaning here is further evident from what 3t. Faul says of

this divine yurpose in other places, as chapter 1, verse 3:
"before the foundation of the world," and 2 Tim. 1, 9: "before
the world began," Therefore the Authorized Version has trans-
lated with substantial acouracy, "oternal." Thc purpose of
eternity to which Paul here refors is the same which he presen-
ted in the first section of the Epistle, the counscl and purpose
of XElection, according to which God, through Christ, befors the

Toundation of the world, chosc for Himgelf an eturnal Church, a

1) Eph. 3' 5
8) Eph. 3, 6
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vast multitude of children.

6., 2 Thess., 2, 13:
"But we are bound to give thanks to God always for you,-'

brethren boloved of the Lord, bocause God has taken you
from the beginning to salvation.”

This passage 1s significant, first of all, because of the
very forceful torm by which it expresses the idea of election.
The word is iﬁ_:g_ , bthe aorist middle of ~-¢w, which means. "to
take," "to grasp," "to seize." The force of the middle voice
may render it thus; "God has taken you unto liimself," The nature
of the election is in this way beautifully indicated. And the
second significant feature of the verse is the term by which
eternity is expressed: "from the boginning." The beginning of
what? Seriptural usage of thé phrase will allow but onoc mean=-
ing, 1I% is the same as that in the very first vorse of the
Pantateuch, "In the beginning God created the heaven and the
earth,” 1) It is the same which is found in the opening ozf Jd-4

the Gospel according to Ste John: "In the beginning was the
Word, and the ‘iord was with God, and the Word was God." 2)

Time is spoken of here, the time before ther: was time as we
know 1t now, It is the time before there was anything, the time

when only God existed. The expression is thererore tantamount

to "eternity." The writer adds a very fine touch in the word

"from" ingtead of "in." "From the beginning" enhances the idea
of the timeless, the'eternul. ."ErOm eternity," the Apostle

means to say "God has taken you to Himself," has chosen you for
h

1) Gen, 1,1
2) John 1,1



- 12 = A

Himself in His eternal Deorce of EFredestination.

6s 2 Tim, 1, 9: o
"f{God] who has saved us and called (us) with a holy
oall, not according to our works but accordin§ to His
own purpose and grace, given us in Christ Jesus before
times of aeons."

This is one of the truly great utterances of St. Paul.

God has saved us, that is, God does everything that portains .

%o our soul's salvation: He calls us from darkness unto light,
enlightens us by His Holy Spirit, lle sanotifies us and keeps

ug with Jesus Christ in the one true faith, and He finally will
glorify us. The aorist tense is used because this entirc pro-
G6ess of salvation is viewed as cartain as though it had already
been comploted. The case is parallel to that other great and J
similar oxpression of the Apostle, in Romans 8, 30: "Moreover
whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he
called, them he also justified; and whom he justified, thom he
also glorified." And now the point in that this entire process
of salvation, of God saving us in time, was "according to His
own purpose and grace given us in Christ Jesus "befors the wor;d.J
began.” Again the Authorized Version has given the coxrrect

meaning of the CGreck 7es ;‘[ﬂ;w .3."”'.” s Which literally might

be rendered: "before the times oi wérld-periods.” The meaning
is unmistakable: this phrase expresses that which is anterior
to the most remote period in the past conceivable by the
imagination of man, in other words, to eternity. Then it was

that God made His divine Decoree of Predestination.
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"ELECTION
Definition

The term ;.,_\;"uo.u can mean nothing else than to '_'picsk~I
out,” "to choose from,” "to take out of many" or "a multitude

of similar things or persons.”

The middle voice adds the force of "sibi" to this concept.
fFflij"ﬂi' nmeans "to choose for oneself,™ so that the chosen
object now belongs to the choosing subject, stands in a rela t=

lon to him, or somehow serves his interest. |

> r
And yet, it is not quite exact to say that :xh:ltrﬂ-m

means to choose one out of many or before others. The expres- |
8ion as such does not affeect the others who are not chosen,
that is, who are not, in a similar way, as the chosen ones,

separated from the mass, Rather, the exact correlary of 3!*‘%‘”’,

%o which the ¢ points, is the mass, the whole, from which,

thr&ugh the choice, separate parts are selected. The chosen
objects belonged originally to the same mass from which they
have been taken, and now, sincc and by virtue of the éfi:gj_,

are in contrast, not to the other non-chosen things or indivi- ;

dQuals, but rather to the genus, from which they hav: been
ohosen. iihenever the contrast is between th?:choaen and the ..l
non-chosen, the context must always 1ndioate'th1g; and this it
does, as when it is said of David that the Lord ahose him to

be king, and then expressly says of his brothers, thut the Lord °



- 14 =

414 not ohoose thom.

Thus, the eternal election consisted in this, that God R
determined to.choose unto Himself a certain numbor of certain
pbersons, and to proocure, work, and promote what would pertain
to their final salvation. The election takes in the whole num=

]

Dre AeLe. Graebmer, writing in the "Theological Quarterly,”

ber of those who are finally saved.

has this to say on eleation:
£ A " : 5'!
"The verd, lm\'a'}“' » occurs twenty

'l'-imas.‘the ad Jective, cx heK vos » twenty-three times, and the
noun, H:_. seven times, in the Hew Testament, The medial
form o e verb indicates a personal interest of the subjoect
in tho act or the object upon whieh it is directed, and which,
in the absence of an equivalent form of the verb we may express
:;{l 'ungg 'u%msulf-' This personal intzﬁle:stlgpp:arsMalqo where
one subject is a human person, as in e a3 Mepi¢  oyv
‘s" E—!pffd iftl‘i}niﬂl: and ]:uke 14. 73 Tas . e wTe Kﬂlrl-u‘—:—
tEr-)uF.un e liaty ohose that good part for herselil, to Do her
r%} and the guests of the Fharisee chose the caief seats for
themselves, not for othors. And those whom God elegted were
by sueh election singled out to be God's own, &xAsermi  wires |
Hatt, 24, 51; Luke 18, 7; zelekml 2% ., Rom. 8, 30; Col. &,
12; Tit. 1, 1. In the same sense «ipelrd«c is used, when aul
says, 2 Thess. 2, 1Z: sth«ro zﬁ-:l' es Jz5, 'God has tuken you
unto himself.' =Again, the cohposition oi AJP:M-G with the
Dbreposition, i_x_ s 6learly indicates a separation or sogregation
of the objects chosen from among or out of a mass or number.
A choice of all, a universal, elsgtion of all mankind, is thus
incompatible with the term, ifeAtf«ro , 'Hany be callod, but
Tew chosen,' lMatt. 20, 16; 22, 14." 1) ~

It was stated above that "the election takes in the wiole
nuaber of those who are finally saved." Thls is a statement
of the Seriptural, and therefore Lutheran, conception ol the

EXTERT OF BLRCTION AND PREOESTINATION. A discussion of this

B et e e

1) A. L. Graebner, "The Dootrine of Predestination As Taught
In Ephesians 1, 3-6," Theological Quarterly,

Vol. 5, p. 30
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subjest naturally finds a place in the definition of "Elec=- 3
tion." The term "election," obviously, may be employed in a
two~fold sense, meaning only what the tern itself implies,
namely, a choosing out of many, or referring to the theological
dootrine of that name, and then including all that God does for
the salvation of those who finally enter heaven, comprising "a
Series of blessings extending from etern}ty before all time to
eternity beyond the ond of time.® 1) ®he disoussion of the
term in the latter sense constitutes tho present thesis. A

complete discussion of the former, however, seems logically to

‘eover also tho question of the extent of elestion and Fredes-

tination. This oan best be made clear by contrasting the

Lutheran and Calvinistic views on this point.

Briefly, Calvin teaches that the predestination of God
extends also over tho angels, both good and evil, while the
Lutneran fiew i3 that the predeétination of God extends only

over those who are éaved, and not over those who are lost.

Calvin defines the extent of ﬁredastination thus:

"Predes- |
tination we call the eternal decroe of God, by whioh He has L%
determined in Himself what He would have to become of every '@ 3§

individual of mankind, For they are not all created with a
Similar destiny; but eternal life is foreordained for some, and
eternal damnation for others., Xvery man, therefore, being

ereated for one or the other of these ends, we say, he is yre-

destinated eitner to lifec or to death.” 2)

.
i

These are plain words which most decidedly say that predesti-
nation extends over all men, fixing each individual person's

e e S

1) A.L. Graebner, loc. oit., p. 30
2) Calvin, Inst., Vols II, p. 145
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elernal destiny, be it salvation or damnation. GConcerning the
oreation of individual porsons Calvin says: "All things being |
at God's disposal, and the docision of salvation or doath be-
longing to Him, lle orders that some men arc born devoted from
the womb to certain death, that iis name may be glorified in
their destruction.” 1) That is plainly saying, whom God pre-J
destinated unto death, He also oreates unto death. Calvin vas |
very consistent, and therefore also taught that God wanted Adam

%o fall. Ar;uing against his opponents Calvin writes:

"l in-

quire again how it camo to pass that the fall of Adam, in=
dependent of any remedy, should involve so many nations with
their infant ohildren in eternal death, but because such was
the will of God.. Their tongues, s0 loquacious on every other
point, must here be struck dumb, It is an awful deorece, I con=
fess; but no one can deny that God foreknew the future final
fate of man before He oreated him, and that He did foreknow it
becauce it was appointed by His own decree." 2)

Inoidentally, the assumption that God foroknew the fall of idam,
bacause e had decreed it, is fallacious. It was one thing %o
foreinow the fall of Adam, and another thing to decree it. God
oertainly foreknew the fall, but He did not deoree it. In ]
regard to the angels Calvin writes: “The.ansela who stood in
their integrity rFuul dalls 'elect;' if their constancy rested

on the Divine pleasure, the defection of the others argues their
being forsaken =-a fact for which no other cause can be assigned

than the reprobation hidden in the secret counsel of God." 3)

Thus, what Calvin really teaches is not an election and predes- |
tination, but a division and predestination, a division of the
whole human family into two parties and a predestination of

e e

1) Calvin, ops cit., pe 169
2) Calvin, op. oit., pe 170
4) Calvin, op. eit., vol. II, p. 167
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each to its etornul end, ]

On the other hond, what is the Lutheran teaching on the
oxtent of election and predestination? The Formula of Concord

has this to say:

: "pirst, the distinction between the eternal
foreknowledge of God and the eternal election of His children
to eternal salvation, is carefully to be observed. For 'praes-
clentia vol praevisio' (foreknowledge or prevision), that is,
that God ages and knows everything before it happons, which is
cilled God's foreknowledge, extends over all ereatures, good
and bad; namely, that He foresees and foreknows everything that
is or will be, thaut is ooccurring or will occur, whether it be
&00d or bad, since before God all tnings, whother they be paat
or rfuture, are manifest and present, Thus it is written, latt.
10, 29: 'Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing? And one of
them shall not fall on the ground without your Father.' And
Pa. 139, 16: 'Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being im-
berlect; and in Thy book all my members were written, whioch in
convinuance werc fashioned, when as yet there were none of
them.® Also Is., 37, 28; 'I know thy abode, and thy going out,
and thy coming in, and thy rage against lie.'

"Tho eternal election of God, however, 'vel praedestinatio’
(or predestination), that is, God's ordination to salvation,
does not extend at once over the godly and the wicked, but only
over the ciiildren of God, who were elected and ordained to
eternal life before the foundation of the world was laid, as
Paul says, Fphe 1, 4.5: 'Ho hath chosen us in Miwr, having pre-
destinated us unto the adoption of cuildron by Jesus Christ." 1)

The difference of Calvinism and Lutheranism on the extent’
of election and predostination may Le summarized in the follow-

ing sentences:

"l. Calvin teaches, that God prodestinated and oreated
Luocifer and i:is angels unto apostasy and eternal torment, ie
Lutherans teach, that God did not predestinate the now evil

e S

1) Form. cono;, Sol. Decl., Art. XI, p. 4 (Trigl., p. 1063%,)




angels unto destruction, but created them that they should re-
main in 'their own habitation,' Jude 6. °

"2. Calvin teaches, that God does not will the salvation
;g all men. =-We teach, that God does will the salvation of all
e

"3. Calvin teaches, that the predestination of God extends
Over all men, both good and bade =We teach, that tho predes-
Yination of God does not extend over all men, but only over the
elect ohildren of God.

"4. Calvin teaches, that God divided the whole human fanily
into two purts, and predestinated both parts, the one to life,
the other to death. =-#We teach, that Cod elected iiis children
from the world, and these He predestinated, and no others.

. "Se Calvin teuches, that God passes by and doomed to death
the greater part of mankind. =Yoo teach, that God passed no one
by and doomed no one %o deaths

"6« Calvin teuches, it was the will of God that the first
man, Adam, should falls =ie teach, it was the will of God that
the firsi man, Adam, should not fall,

"7+ Calvin teaches, that God created some men to eternal
deaths =l\ie teach, that God creates 4ll men to eternal life.

- mg, balvia pronounces it *puerile and absurd®' to teach an

quetion unto life, but no predestination unto death.  -We glory
in that which is foulishness %o mene® 1) 7 %)

Froof . ' e |
"The proof which we bring at this time i1s of a two-fold

nature, in conformity with the two-fold presentation above under

"Definition." Therefore, we shall show from Seripture, first,

that we have oorresctly .deéfined "Election" in its narrower sonse,
i1e06., that we have defined it in harmony with Scriptural usage,
and second, that tho Lutheran viow or the extent of election is

tho Soriptural one.

T Ui

1) F. Kuegele, "What Is Iutheran ind What Calvinistic Doctrine
In The Artiole of ©leotion and Predestination?™
Theological Quarterly, vol. IX, D 8 £,
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l. Luke 14, 7
"And he put forth a parable unto those which were bidden,

when le mayked, how She ohose out the chief rooms
( ﬂ'eutoklaﬂa: _L; efoves Tl

Here the usage of "‘*’;{;"‘"" is vory apparents These vain-
€lorious guests "picked out" for themselves the most prominent
Places. In this example, the choice for the subject is parti-
cularly - emphasized,

Ze Luko 10, 41.42:

Miartha, lartha, thou &ré careful and troubled about
nany things; But one thing :I.a necdful. and Mary hath

chosen that EDOd part, (M«pfs i« _:gh)r ke dlv
EYENT dl'ﬂ

}ierc again the choosing for oneself is emphasized. Lary

chose the good part for herself, to be her part.

S« Luke 6, 13:

"And wihen it was. day, he called untg him his disc:l.plos-
jn of them he chose twolve (SftAtf<pzver kav Zirde
wdeid ), whom he also named &pos Se

This passage is a good illustration of the fact that
.E_""\"j“'"“ neans the taking of one or more out of many.

4, J\ﬂtﬂ 6, 292

"Then tho twelve called the multitude unto tham....
And they ohose Stephen (xi_ :ﬁt#zcuvn z::F.«nv )o?

' ‘Here again, the separation of one person from a masz of

others is brought outs That is the very essence of "eleation."




5. John 15, 16.19:

"Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen YOUeeesl
have chosen you out of the world (< j‘flhfcquv Upar

it rov Mo"'p.u )'“ 1

Once moreo, the separation of certain individuals from the

"magssa rodempta" is clearly evident in the technical, lcripe
tural use of Asgerduc ,

0 the many passages whioch might be adduced to prove the
Jeripturalness of the Lutheran $oaching on the universalis
ératia it seons ncceossary to bring forward only those which

cloarly teach the several points denied by Calvinism.

6. Is. 45, 22:

"Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the endd of the
carti.”

7¢ 1 Tim. 2, 4: e

"{God) will nave all men to be saved, and %o come unto :
the knowledge of tho truth. !

These passages teach, as elearly as that is possible, that

God wills the salvation of Gll men.

8. Bzek. b, 1l:

"As I live, salth bhe Lord, I have no pleasure in tha =

death of the wicked; but tha 16 wiocke urn om nis
way and livee" :

J':t could not be stated more plainly that God does not

desire the damnation of any ones
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9. RRom, 11. 02

"Aven so then at this present time also therc is a
remnant according to the eloction of grace.”

That there is an election of grace is proved by the fact
that that is the very name which Soripture uscribes to thia act
of God.,

Hence,there is no election of wrath. Calvin brings many
Dassages, it is true, but in each case he is forced to teach
what according to his reason follows from tho text. The Sorip-
tural evidence against any decree or roprobation will be furtier
advanced in the subsequent sections. F. Kuegele put the natter \
Wwell when he wrotes "There is no election of wrath. Neither
is 1t at all neceszary that men should be destined to death by
a divine decree; for of themselves men rush on to destruction.
But the election of grace is indeed necessary; for if God did
not preserve a remnant unto Himsolf all the world would be as 28
Sodom &nd like as Gemorrah; but the election of grace assures
us that the Chursh is preserved alway and shall not perish.” 11J

Thus ,Calvinism recognizes a confliet between our concept-
ion of "gratia universalis™ and "Election of Crace." All
attempts to remove this logical contiict have resulted either
in the doctrine of the absolute, double predestination of man=

kind (Calvinism), or in an elestion "intuitu fidei" (synergism).

However, on the relation between the "gratia universalis"™

et S

1) F. Kuegele, loc. 6ite, Do 13
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and the "Eleotion of Grace" we follow strictly the proncunce-
ments of the Word of God. IKirst, what does Soripture say of
the "gratia universalis"? "#ir folgen hier der von Fiepor &o-
gabenen Gruppierung der Beweisstellen., Zur ersten Gruppe ge-
hoeren alle die stellen, die als Objekt der Gnade und Liebe
Gottes die ganze lielt, alle lienachen, nenneny Joh. %, 16 (die
Welt); 1 Tim. 2, 4 (alle Menschen); Tit. 2, 11 (alle 4enschen);
Rome 11, 32 (alle); 1 Joh. 2, 2 (die ganze \elt); Rom, 3, £8
(dexr lMensch = jeder Mensch). +Die zweite Gruppe von Beweis-
stellen nennt ausdruecklich enizelne Individuen als Objekte
dor goettlichen Liebe und des goettlichen Erbarmens: 2 Petr.
3y 9 (irgendwolche); Hoseke 33, 11 (der Gottlose). =Die
dritte Gruppe von Stellen enthaelt all diejenigen Sprucche,
die ausdruecklich besagen, dass sich die Gnade Gottes auch auf
diejenigen orstrecke, die schliesslich verlorengehen: 2 Fet.
2, 1 (falscher Lehrer -"verleugnen den Herrn, dor aie erkauft
hat")s, Vgl. i‘atth. 23, 47, it Reoht schreibt darum Gerhard,
dass die Sochrift mit Worten, Christus mit Traenen, Gott sclbst

mit oinem Bide die allgemeine Gnade bezeugt." 1)

What, on the other hand, is the Bibliocal view of the

"Election of Grace"?

"yle die Schrift aber einerseits die Yuniversalis gratia'
lehrt, so auch andererseits und mit derselben Klarhelt eine
Gnadenwahl, Die Hauptbeweisstellen sind ia bekannt: Eph. 1, 4

'wie er uns denn ausgewaehlt in Christo'); Hatth. 22, 14
'wenige sind auserwaehlet!'); !fatth. 24, 24 ('wo es moeglich
waere, auch die Auserwaehlten'!); .ipost. 13, 48 ('wieviel ihrer
zum ewigen Leben verordnet waren'); 1 Petrs 1, 1.2 ('den eor-

waehlten Fremdlingen'); 2 Thess. 2, 13 ('dass ouch Gott erwach-

Pe Ees Kretzmann, "Dass Verhaeltnis der 'gratia universalis!

S

zur Gnadenwahl." C. 7. Mo, Vol IV. D 679 £,
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let hatl’ fkaTo ni,.). ).“ 1)

There are distinet similarities or points of agrecment he—j
tween the Muniversalis gratia" and the "Eleotion of Grace.”
Both take place from etornity (2 Tim. 1, 9; Eph. 1, 4); both,
according to the same pasuages, take:place in Christ; in the
case of both.the inner motive is the love and mercy of God
(John 3, 16; Eph. 1, 5); both are meant seriously (Ezek. 18,
28,92; Iuke 18, 7.8); in the casc of both the goal is life ever-
lasting (John 3, 16; Rom. 8, 30); .and in both this salvation is
mediated through the means of grace (1 Tim. 2, 4; Eph. 1, 9)
and faith (John 3, 16; icots 1%, 48). This agreement is reason=
able when we think that we aro dealing, in both cases, with the

J
one evidence ol the grace:of God.

On the other hand, there are distinot differences between !
the two. Tho first extends over all mankind without exception,
a8 was. seen above (John 3, 163 Rom. 11, 32), while the latter
goncerns only a certain few (latt. 22, 14; Zph. 1, 4). Further-
more, the "gratia universalis,” although meant seriously in
every sase, Goes not always and absolutely bring about the sal-
vation of those for whom it is meant, for many are loast (iatt,.
18, 6; 24, 10; 23, 37), either because thoy persistently resist
the gracious will of God (Aets 7, b1), or becauue ﬁhey_belong to
the temporary believers, who especially in time of temptation
fall from grace (Luke 8, 13)s But from the Election of Grace

"1l) P. E. Kretzmann, loc. ¢it., p. 680




there Tollows with certainty the salvation of those who are
chosen; because thero is here no permanent falling away of those
who do =s% roach salvation (Matt. 24, 24; John 10, 28.29;

Rom. 8, 30). =

This is the Scriptural relation. betwesn the "gratia uni-
versalis™ and the %loction of Grace, tho former at the same time

definitoly ruling out an cleotion or reprobation.
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"OF GRACE"

Definition

Grace is God's kindly disposition or benevolent 1na11nation“

or unmerited -favor und boundless love over against the sinner |
who is in revolt againat Him, Obviously, then, there could have
been nothisg in such a creature ta move God to pick him out for
eternal salvation. The only motive that impelled God to do this
wondorful thing was 1fis unfathomable grace (love, meroy, kind-
ness). This is what we mean when we speak of an "Election of

Grace." Grace was the "causa 1mpulsiva"'of Election. -

The discussion or the false views regarding the causes of
election will be reserved ﬁntil the end of Part One, when the
gection "In Christ Jesus™ will also have been diascussed. There
will, however, be scattered raferences to the false views in
the discussions of the following proof passages whenever that
Seams particularly appropriate.

Eroof

1. Eph. 1, 43 "I‘ )‘:_f"“ ']'“";"‘ sae Tes k‘ﬂﬂlX‘;S M,',-"“, :

"He ch0Se us..e«before the rfoundation o the world." J
This passagoe, teaching a divino choosing in eternity, has I
{

becn discussed above. However, the eternity of the choice also

has a bearing on its impelling motive of grace. If God chose us

e |
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already vefore the dawn of oreation, before we had come into
being, before we had done anything, either good or evil, then
the motive of that choice must be sought outside of us. And

if we reflect that when we did appear upon the human stage, we
came already laden with sin, and began imnediately to transgress
actually, positively, against God, then we must admit that not
only is there no cause in us for divine favor, but that there is
every cause for divine wrath and displeasure. But now, behold,
God has treated us just oppositely from what we have deserved.
That must be the work of grace, because grace means the be-

stowal of good things contrary to deserts. Eleotion is bf grace.

It may be objeoted that although we had done nothing,
elthor good or bad, at the time of God's election, yat God fore-
saw that we would embrace His Word by faith, and therefore
elected us, This is the old "intuitu Tidei"™ argument of human
reason. This will be refuted later by express words of Sorip=-
ture. Here‘wé.wish to reject it only in so far as it is invol=-
ved in this proof of grace. It 1s historically untrue that God
foresaw that we would believe and therefore eleoted us. Rather,
in eternity God foresaw that we would resist His gracious
operation in our hearts until the very moment when He Himselfl
would change our stubborn hearts and make thom willing. Hence,
it God wouid ﬁava had respect only to our nailural reaction and
response to His advéhués of grace, He would never have chosen

use Again, it ocould happen alone by grace.

e ST S
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"Haviz':g predestinated us...according to the go.od
pleasure of His will."

Again the Apostle is stressing the motive of God's fore-
ordination to sonship, or olection to salvation. This election
he declares to have taken place in accordance with the v#dea/a
0f God's ¥iAym< , The noun svfekic 1g derived from the verd
gilikiu (£r. &9, "goll," and Jexse, "think"), which is most
frequently used in the impersonal sense of "it seems good to
one," and meana that a porson does somethinz of his .own Zree
will, simply because ho wants to do it. Hence, 25/i4r« ig the R
$00d pleasure, the Iree deocision, of God; German: "das Fuer-
guthalien, Belieben, der Entschluss des Willems Goites.” Even
though the characteristic of "kind intent" is involved in the
term-, since it is always employed only "bono sensu," yet the
essential meaning is here "the frec self-determination of God." J
The same meaning is often found in the Latin "beneplacitum,™
as the German "Wohlgefallen." The free determination of God's

will is meant by the expression codokia  wd 1"-A";mm worod | 1

The whole phrase is intended to ghow that this act of God, our
elaction, was based solely oi God, and not on anything; outside
of God. "Noch ausdruecklicher wird -die Tatsache, dass Gottes

Ratschluss ausschliesslich in seinem eigenen %Willen begruendet

ist, nicht durch irgondetwas ausser ihm veranlasst wurde, durch

die Sohlussworte H«rx 'iL tddoxcier o5 ""-1‘3‘“’" 40Ted  hervor=

gohoben," Haupt. 1) ngs goll betont werden, dass diese vor-

1) Quoted in Stoeckhardt, Epheserbries, p. 50
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zeitliche Liecbestat Gottes ihren Grund lediglich in ihm selber
hatte, ohne dass otwas ausser ihm seinem %illen diese Richtung
gab," Hofmann, 1} Thus, in lis eléction and predestination God1
had ‘respect unto nothing outside of Himself, unto nothing in
rman, in no vay unto man's disposition, as the "fides praevica,™
or "the cessation of obastinate resistence™ (Phillipists). Be=-
cause lie wantad it so, and beocause it was in accordance with
the free "Boligben" and resolution of liis will, did God, before
the foundation of the world, choose for HimselZ and ordain %o
Sonship, certain individuals, namely, those, who are Cnristians
%o thoir blessed onde Again, if man's merit, in any form, even

that ol faith, is oxeluded from HElection, then we are of neces-

t—‘

8ity thrown on God's grace alonc as its impelling motive.

Se Ephe 1, 63 2is  swwivev A’Ez: Tys %-c;rm «vzol
"Unto praise of glory of His grace."
In the Apostle's progression of thought this is the last

objeotive of the eternsl aot of God's will, nanely, "to the
praise of the glory of His grace." God's final purpose in our
election, and the supreme end of His predestination, are the
manirestation and adoring recognition of His grace in all its
8lory. To praise forever the grace of God in its overwnelming
glory -that is the eternal oaccupation of the redeemed, the very
objeet of the Predestinaution, The concept "grace,” in itsels,
implies a motivation by nothing outside of itself, but that it

is "causa sui," that God owes it to no one. But here raul

1) Quoted in Stoeckhardt, Ephescrbrief, p. 50
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reinforces this idea and makos it very emphatic by the two

qualifying terms sw-evev J:'f7: e I therc were any merit in

man for his election, vhy :I.Javish eternal pralse on God's grace?
And if "grace" leaves any room for human morit, why speak of

its "glory"™? That would be poor glory indeed. Thus we see that
Paul again is nmost inalstent that we regard our election purely
as the product of God's grace, and that we understand "grace™
not only as wmerited favor, but favor whioh is actually contrary

%o deseris,

e E}l ® 11 G: i‘; ‘lecl"Irwv‘l'V ‘;"';'|

fihich e frecly bestowed on us."™

In this relative clause St. Paul most forcefully enrorces
the idoa of the HEleotion of Grace. The verb which ho here usas,
X476 | eans "o bestow grace on one,” o that we have here
tho idom Yeewr Xaetreiv, parallel to the idiom xg«Tyr xpawdr,
Tor the ;{‘_ is the attracted form, standing for the accusative
f]'_[. But such exprossions as A_‘f_r'_'_ X‘f""";" and _‘:’)’i")" fp’r"""
eaphasize most strongly, by repetition, tiie bausic thoughis of

the phrases, in theso cases "grace™ and "love.," The Apostle
could not more foreibly express the thought that our olection
is the px;oduot of God's grace, for, says he, it is due solely
to the grace wherewith He "graced" .u.s. All the rich meaning of

dpus lies in the verbd A*e"'"." o

S. EEho 1, 73 Kara :\_ TAot sur ﬂ;t 'X"Ell"" d;ro.; .

"According to the riches of His grace."
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The sejyuence of thouzht is this: God's elaeotion had ag its
fina)l purpose the praise oif His grace; that election had as its
objcotive basis, as is expressed in the scntence lamediately
preceding the clause under consideration, the work of Christ,
and both of these, the election and the work of Christ were

"acourding to the riches of lia grace." To say that the Elec-

tion was "acuording to the riches oi Nis grace" is merely pre-
senting the "causa impulsiva" of God's eternal election under
another figure. The motive itgelf is once more stated %o be
graco, buv here it is characterized as consisting of riches,
God's own riches. Reflecting on the figure, we soon feel its
eifectivoness and striking character; we see thut it is cal-
culated to exalt the concept of grace as boing undeserved love
and fuvor. That is procisely why our election is acvcording to
the riches of God's grace, numely, because it is contrary to
all that we deserve, indicating total absence of wortiiness on
our part., If there werc any merit to be claimed by us, that
would seriously detract from the "richesa" of God's grace; thnat
grace would not be so rich and gonerous after all, because,

by our meritv, we would have a rightful claim upon it. Con-
sidering, nowever, wiat miserable sinnors we really are, we are
Torced to th: admisuion that God's grace had to be rich indoeed,
yea, inoxhaustible, to bring us to salvailon. Our election

had to bo by graca.

6e Lphe 1, 93 ¥vuc:0d.l‘- Ymiv _33_ e LA Sedyrarer avced 4
"In thut He made known to us the mystory of His will."
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The Apostle has just stated the particular forms in which
God made His grace to abound towards us, namely, by giving us
insight and practical intelligence with regard to liis saving
gounsel. Kow he becomes yet more explicit aund says that God
did this by giving us to know a certain secret of His will.
This seorot -the New Testament use of peeryec’v signifies
something once hidden but now revealed, a secret now open =in=-
cludes all that has gone before, beginning with the sxlegy .
Our olection, thercfore, is the merryecer of God's Jidyse , and
this thought is in striking parallelism to the one discussed
above, namely, that our olection is according to the széfexix
of God's Jsdym«, llence, here the Apostle is stressing the
unmerited quality of our election from this side thut it is
due solely to God's will, and not to anything of moral woxrth

in us. ¥lection is once more declared to ba of grace.

7. Eah. 1. 9: Itﬂ"‘- tifolu.'dv d=ﬂ7l ¢
"According to His good pleasure.”
50 solicitouz is Ste Paul that his readers understand the

true motive of their elccotion that he heups one qualifyinz and
explanatory phrase upon another, repeating and reinforecing his
thought again and again, so that there will be no possibiliity
of misunderstanding this wondor_ul and vital matier. Again,
thereiore, he lays it down as an eternal truth that our elec-
tion is the result or "the free self-determination of God"™ and

of nothing else; it is "of grace.”
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Be Ephe 1, 95 v _meoidire,

"Wnich He purposed boeforeshand."

The relative 4 in this olause rofers to the foregving

Wwdert'a The s0dekix of God, ilis free self-determination to

choose to Himself, was determined on "before," was purposed in
eternity, before any moral gquality attached to us, for we were

not yet existent. Grace alone, therefore, can explain to us

why God chose use

9¢ Tiphie 1, 11: Te"c"“"""r" warh weoPIeY b T Ardvia
TveesfeSvras  Mard 3y Lesdyv, ref 'ﬂ&k;"g.zu bred ,

"Having been foreordained according to the purpose
of Him Who works all thirgs according to the counsel
of His will,"

Again all human worth and merit are necessarily excluded

from the :redestination, for that, as we arec told in these

words, wus perforued l«re reedery V2ol s tacoording to the pur-

bose of God." ¥lection was ilis idea, it originated entirely
with Him; man knew notiingz about the whole matter until God

Himself revealed what He had already done. This election, again,

Wag mar> TY pu}'jv 1) 'l,‘tl"l'lhl‘ﬂ‘ -e'vm'l'. "agcording to the de-

liternte counsel of His will." The sovereizn will of God alone
Droposed our election; we did not come into comsideration at

all, except, as was shown above, that we were the ones to praise
God for His undescrved meroy, But we were not regarded in the
least as moving God to choose us.s Only lis grace was responsible
Tor. thate Man is exoluded by the J=lys<, T"But that the divine
foreordination is neither a thing of necessity on the one hand




nor of caprice on the other, but a thing of freedom and of
Shought; and further that the reasons for that foreordination
do not lie in the objects themselves, but are intrinsic to the
Divine iiind and the free determination of the Divine Will," 1)
that is brought out by the insertion of Xr« foodyy, Again,

1f merit on the part of man and necessity on the part of God
both are excluded, thon grece alone remains as tho "causa im-

4]

pulsiva" of the iProdestinmation.

10. Xph, 1, 12: &5 i .'Z,,_,. o}p.‘.'g: s swacvov f-'f-y: -r;ru'a‘.

"To the end that we should be to the praise of His
glory,"

Again the great purpose of the eternal Llection is stated.
We should be to the praise of Gud's glory. This is the second
statement of the final purpose of our election. It was Lirat

stated in verse 6, where xdéﬂ' was inserted, in the phrase,
ths Vrwiver  Jofas Ty x-’clm «rt¢? , Egsentially the saue
: ot £

thought is expressed in both statements: namely, this, that we
must say of our salvation, and specifically of our election,
"Soli Deo Gloria." But this is Just another way of saying that

our election is of grace, for iIf God is to receive all glory

for it,- then no oredit can ascorus to us,

11, Eph. 1, 14: sir_ Srecvev g0 Jofys <ored |
g0

"To the praise of lis glory." A
For the third time in this brief section 5t. Paul states

R e S

1) Expose. Gre. Tests, vole III, p. 264



&8s the final purpose of eleotion the glory of God. e has done
all the choosing; He is to get all the glory. The difference
botween this statement and the one just considered is that in
the former Paul was speaking of Jewish believers, whereas here
he is reforring to Gentils Christians. In the case of both

the Blection is identical, it is solely for the praise of God's

glory, it is of grace alones:

A8 in the first section of Part One, so here also we shall
show from othor Soripture passagos that Holy Writ is unanimous

in its expressions on the gquestion of Election by grace.

12, 2 Time 1, 9:

"God has saved us and called us with a holy ocall, not
according to our works but-according to His own pure
pose and grace, given us in Christ Jesus before world=

poeriods of aeons.®

These words are among the grandest in all Scripturse. The
relative "who" rerers to the word "God" in the preceding versa.
In this quotation we wish to emphasixe the words, "God hath...-]
called us...not according to works, but according %o His own
purpose and graoé." These words are groat and mighty, and they
shatter absolutely all theory of an "intuitu fidei" in Just so
many words. If faith were in any measure or degree responsible
for our elcction, and be it ever so slight, then faith would be
a work in the Biblical sense Bf the term. But tﬁat, or any ._}
other "work" imaginable, is herc ruled out s0 vlainly and de=-
finitely and emphatically that a child can understand it, "God
called us, not according to works." And then, to.exolnne the
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remotest possibility of misundcrstanding or error, the ipostle
states tho other side, the true state of affairs, the real
Ccause of our election, "but according to His own purpose and
grace." lords so simple and plain require no excgesis; they
need only to be gquoted; they olinch the matter -predestination

is "of gracae."

13. Ron, 9, 11:

"In order that the purpose of God according to elec~
tion might remain, not of works but of Him who calls.™

This passago, and the inecident to which it refers, places

.%ho doctrine of Eleotion, from the angle under consideration,

in sucii a clear light that it would secm incapable of misunder-

standing. The Apostle Paul here adducdés a conorote example

'showing that Election must be "of grace."” The reference is to

Rebecca and her two sons, Esau and Jacobs ' God had told the
mother, "the older shall serve the younger," 1) ana also

"Jacob have I loved, but Xgau have I hated." 2) All this,

says the Apostle, took place "the children being not yet born,
neither having done any good or evil." 3) When, as yet, both
were unborn, and so morally neutral, God determined their
oourses. And why did God do it at that time? The answer is
contalned in the words quoted aboves "That the purpose of God
ageording to election might stand, not of works, but of him
that calleths™ So here we have the amazing revelation that God
did this in order to vindicate the BElection of Grace, to prevent

S A IS TS

1) Rom. 9, 12
2) Romn, 9' 13
3) Roms 9, 11




any one from thinking the cholce was prompted by merit, by works,
Again, all human merit, even the subtle forms as "faith" and 7
"non-resistence," are "expressis verbis" ruled outs Hlection
is "not of works,™ but "of Him that oalleth,”™ and from the above

bassages we Xnow that this is only another way of saying that

2l

it is "of grace."

14, Jer. 31, 3:

"The Lord hath appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea, -
I have loved thee with an everlasting loves therefore
wvith lovingkindness have 1 drawn thee."

The passage before us is another one of the sublimest in
Soripture. Jehovah, through His prophet, speaks to His people,
"the Remnant." That they were His people was due entirely to
God; for with lovingkindness had He drawn them to Him, to be
His people. That had taken place in time, andi was only the
result of something which had taken place in cternity =the
boundless love of Gode God had loved them with an everlasting
love and therofore hud He drawn thoms Their present aflectionate
relation tov God was the result, was caused by, the eternal love
of Gods That is presenting the dootrine of Fredestination in N
0ld Testament language. God has drawn us, has made us believers
and heirs of saulvation in time, besause in etornity lie loved
us, or chose us. But this was an "everlasting love,™ God loved
and chose us before we oould have done anything good, yea, in
spifte of the faot that He forosaw that we would do omly evil.
Such election is plainly of grace, even as "love" and "grace"

are synonyus in Holy Soripture. =




B
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15. Zphe &, O3
"By grace are ye saved."

Seripture pletures our salvation as a process, baginning\‘
in etornity. But this salvation, from first to last, from

predestination to final preservation, is "of grace.™ ol

16, Rome 11l Be

‘"Even go then at this present time also there is a
remnant according to the elecotion of grace."

¥Yaul is arguing for the oxistence of a “ramnant," of the
Jews aeven in his day, when they all seened to be hardencd against
the Gospel of Christ. But Just so, says he, it appeared to
Elijah in his day. 1le complained that hé alone had remained
faithful to ﬁhe Lord, but God informed him there were 7000
others who had rofused to bow the knee to Baal. And just so,
argues Paul, it is at the present time, éhe Jewlsh nation
may appear to have rejected their ldessiah in thoir entirety.
But that cannot be, héeause what, then, could become of the
Eleotion or God? Yes, there is a reﬁnant. "asooxrding to tho
election of grace." That Kleotion which salvéged even some
of the Jews for the ﬂingdom of God, had to be "of grace."
And s0 it is with us. Paul uses the phrase "Election of Grace™
as a technical term, and we, in stating our dootrine, have mere=-
ly.takan over his language and incorporated it in our definition,
Hence our definition of Elesction, in this particular, not'only
agrees with Scripture, but is expressed in the very 1ansuage'of

Seripture, It must, thereiore be asorrects It must be an

"Election of Grace."




"IN CHRIST JESUS"

Definition

It has been stated that grace was the "causa 1mpulsiva"‘7
of the eternal Elections We come not) to the "cause meritoria"
of that divine decree. God, who foresaw the fall of man into
8in, was nevertheless just in choosing some to eternal life,
and not damning them forever, as le had threatened, beocause
this choosing was done on the basis of the merits of Jesus
Christ. He bore the eternal punishment of sin in man's stead,
80 that God, in pardoning sin, and, Tfirst of all, in predes-
tinating man.to salvation, is still Just. His threat was
carried out, to the lettep; man's debt was paid, to tho last
farthing; sin was punished eternally -in Christ. f

Hence, we cannot think of our election in any other way )
than in Christ, nover outside of Christs If we loave Chrigt
out of consideration, then ono oi two things must follow: either
God's grace falls, for if God did not choose us "per Christum,”
i.e,; "progter Christum,"” then He must havc chosen us beocause of
something good in us; or God's Justice fulls, because if He
chose us by grace, i.6., in spite of our sins, and still not
in Christ, then lle ceases to be Justs Therefore, Christ must
be the elument in which we live, Tfor outside of lim we must

-1
poerish.

The requirement, "In Christ Jesus," has another 1mportant7

implication for the doatrine of Fredestination. "Christ™ means

— T T RN
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"Anointed," "icasiah," the One promised to be our Prophet,
Priost, and King. This lessiah was promisod for tho whole
Wworld. Hencc, there can be no decree of damnation. "Jesus"
means "Savior,"” the Savior of the whole world. again there

Gould be no decree of reyrobation, 4

FProof

l. Bphe 1, 33 ¢ acke jras Gpas v oy ;;A.Il'f TVTe pati kg
v ro'i'.r T¥eopvess £ !:(rri!_

"Who has blessed us with every kind of spiritual bles-
- 8ing in heavenly places in Christ."

Paul here praises God because He has blessed us so wonder=
fully, namely, with every kind of syiritual blessing. In the
succeeding verses he mentions thesc various blessings, begine
ning with our election. That, of course, is the beginning of
all the others. "o this agroes very well tho ir areve -'""“‘.
which names the place where these wondrous bleséings originated,
namely, heaven, the dwelling place of God. .Especidlly the
Election was made in heaven, by God !Himself, before tiue world
began. But now of all these spiritual blessings, and so in ™
particular of election, St. Paul speoifioally'aayé that they
came about f{ _)(e;ft;:g?_. Tiis phrase, as also iv wrd , iv ¢, is
found in this lotter, as in all of Paul's epistles, in very
different connections, i/herever'ia in the context that is ‘
8poken of whioh God has done, or gtill does, for us, or has |
8iven or still gives to us, this phrase‘'indicates that all oz i
God's doing, bencvolence, and gifts are mediated through chriat:J - ;




In this oase the "per Christum" merges into the "Propter
Chrigstwa.” For these spiritual gifts and blessings are mediated
%o us through Christ, in so far as Christ has won -and merited
theme This EL,may also bae regarded as causal and be rendcred
"in," as giving the eloment, in whioh boing found, we receive
these things. Illeyer has paraphrased ‘it thuss "In Christo war
Jenes an uns vollzogone :bl-zafv begruendet; nicht ausser
Bhristo, sondern in ihm hat es ursaechlich beruht, dass uns
Gott mit jedem geistlichen Sogen segnete, da seine Erloesungs-
tat die 'causa meritoria' dieser gzoettlichan 3egensspendung ist."”
1) Thus, at tho very outset Paul very emphatically states the
"causa meritofia" of our elcection as being "in Christ.”

2o Bphe 1, 4 wedue Fedsfars Jude iv dird
;hl4x.«mt-)ff Juss #v ;

"Iiven as he has chosen'us in him," -

Again 5t, FPaul states this phase of the 'doctrine of elec=
tion in language so clear and unmistakable thut we could do no
better than incorporate his ieny words into vur definition.
Here is stuted in just so many words that we are elect in
Christ, His work being the "causa meritoria," of the 'divine

act, as mentioned above.

de Eﬁh. 1: b3 rfllff“".f ‘ inwe i viebsaiey fr Iygea
irdfev

"Having foreordained us unto adoption of sons through
Jesus Christ." ; :

From these words we learn that the 'Decree of Hlection of-7

)

1) Quoted in Stoeckhurdt, Epheserbrief, ps 46




God involves the foreordination of sonshipe. God has chosen us
for Himself, has sclected us to be His own, and this relation
to God is here more closely defined as sonship. This choosing
to aonship is nothing else than the Eleoéiong Teese /¥ is em=
ployed by Paul as a synonym of sxA*jw, And once more ho stres-
8es the fact that this foreordination to divine sonship took
place Jrs "IyeeS Xerores  ttnpough Christ Jesus." This ia the

familiar "per Christum,” which in more concrete terms means

"propter Christum,” And this in turn is bubt a restatemacnt of

J)

the "causa meritoria.”

4, F.:Eh.- 1! Gij:; _sluc:mﬁ ip._:.r -;-:-:f- ;’xnﬂ;‘;rﬂ
"Which He bestowed upon us freely in the Beloved."

As regards the Election, the seguence of thought in this

basuage is as follows. God foreordained us to sonship, for 1
the purpose of extolling His grace. Hence, the basis of our
election is God's grace, tho "causa impulsiva." But this grace
agaln could not do violence to God's Justice, and so it re-
quired a Justifying basis before it could be given expression.
This is the "causa meritoria," the work of Christes It is here
drawn into the matter of election in this way that the grace
which moved God to choose us is said to rest "in" or “upon"
"$he Beloved," the Christ. Or we may connect the iv *5 4 5-"'1“'1 J
immediately with the 4udsr , and say that we are "graced" or
eleoted "in the Beloved". This would again be stating the
element of our spiritual life, namely, Christ and His mexits.
Outside of that eloment we could exist spirituanlly as little



as a fish could live out of water. Thus we f£ind that the ex- !

prossion &v Xpcerd or iv «md, iv S really.combines two thoughts,
/namely, the thought that herc we have the solution of the pre-

servation of God's Justice in Eleaction, and that we are elected

always as being found in Christ, our proper element. The

$1tle "the Beloved" is filled with comfort for us. Christ,

the eternal Son of God, is by essence God's Beloved. Bub if

we aro found in Him, then we too, by virtue of that faot, are

beloved of God. Only "in the Beloved" are we chosen to sal-

vation; there is no other "causa meritoria.” .

» ! . - LY
5. BEphe 1, 75 iv & &Yfepsr v amoderewery [io b wieres
doteu » T

"In whom we have the redemption through Ilis blood,."
This clause follows 1médiately npon the foregoing one and

&lves in the plainest'poasible terms the explanation of the
Toregoing expression iv_ rf ;’ zﬂwzni;w, « Ve a'are; elected in Ghrist;]
and now ’aul says that that means, or rather, is true, because
"we have redemption through His blood." The "'oausa meritoria”
could not be stated more concretely. Ilere the very essence oi-: =
that merit, its very history; is stated. It eonsists in this,
that Jesus Christ shed His blood for us on Calvary. That is

the merit of eternal value upon the basis of which God, per-
fectly just \.v:lth regard tt.l sin, could choose sinful man to
etcrnal salvation. That 5100&1 redeens, bu;;s us Iree from the —

guilt, power, dominion, and eternal punishment of sin. ’_I
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£,

6 Ephe 1, 103 sv ~iré, v &. wai redyp oy rpo.ffrh'Vru .

"In Him, in whom also.we were choscn in that we were
foreordained,"

<

4 EEho l! 13s ,é'_i (%n‘r«?‘) Kal :p.l:; ;. 2 ihf(dxt""‘ﬂﬂ-
3 & mvrvuare , 7 3 3

"In ‘hom also YyOous.sowere sealed by the Spirit.”

The former of these two stalements speaks of the Jewish

Christians, the latter of the Gentile Christians. aind in both

cases the Election is said o be iv <ir¢, i.8s, "in Christ.”

In the first it is plainly said that "we were chosen in Him."
What this must mean we have shown above in several passages,
namely, that God's justice could remain inviolate only if He-j
chose sinnors in Christ, and, on the other side, sinners can be
chosen by God and by Him regarded as saints only in chrisﬁ,
their spiritual life, never outside of Him, In the case of —I
the Gentile Christians Paul states, not the fact of their pre-
destination, but a rosult of it, namely, their being sealed
unto salvation by the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit could not
assure them of their salvation if they.had not first been
elected to salvation. Bubt this sealing. a8 necessarily its
Drecedent basis, olection, is said to be v &, l.e. & Xewerd,
S0 by taking the two above statements together we oén formulate
& universal truth, including both Jew and Gentile, and édmit—
ting of no exception, namely, that election can tuke place

only "in Christ," on the basis of His merits. Zhis and this

alone, is the "oausa meritoria" of the eternal Eleotion.




8, 2 Tim. 1, 9:

"(God) has saved us and called us with a holy eall,
not according to our works but according to His own
purpose and grace, given us in Christ Jesus before
world-poeriods of aeons.

Again we arc invited to contumplate this grand passage of
Ste. Paul's to Timothy. God called us to salvation; this calling
took place before the.world began, and hence is equivalent to
predestination. But note the olear and eﬁphatio position of
"in Christ Jesus.™ The words follow' immediately upon "us,"
This great and undeserved gift, election to salvation, was given-‘
us belfore the world hegﬁn, but only in so far as, and because,
we were thought of "in Christ Jesus." His wo¥k, the vicarious
atoncmenty, must ever remain the one and only feausa meritoria”
of eternal election. The apostle states this truth so clearly )

here that misunderstanding would appear to be excluded.

9, EEh. 3. 1l:

"According to the eternal purpose which He purposed
in Christ Jesus our Lord."

As was pointed out above, Paul, in this passage, 1s
Speaking oi the "mystery" which in other ages 'was not made
known unto the sons of men,” which "mystery" he cxplains thus:
"$iiat tho gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of tho same body,
and partakers of His prqmise in Christ by the Gospel." But
the exeoution in time of this mystery, or, wé mny'say. the con=-
version of both Jew and Gentile in any age of the world's
history, is now said to take place ;aooording to the eternal
purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord."™ In other



.'_-..-, 45. ‘__

Words, the sequence, in inverted order, is thiss convers:l.or?
rests on eternal election, but eternal election, in turn,
rests on "Christ Jesus, our Lord"; His work of fulfilling
the Law, suffering and dying, i1s once more clearly and em-
phatically stated to be the objective basis and ground of
Predestination. —-\

10, Rom, 5. 103

"When we were enemies we were reconcliled to God by
the death of His Son."

This passage from the great Epistle to the Romans sheds
a new and brilliant light on the point under consideration.
Once more the objective basis of Edectlon is stated in terms
as concrete as humen lenguege and thought can meke them, MNMen
became God's enemy by his rebellion. And yet, notwithstanding
thelr hostile disposition over against Him, God loved the
gullty rebels and proposed their salvation, salvation for
all, Yea, He went further and explicitly chose certain ones
to salvation, in spite of the fact that they were His enemles.
But how, then, was God's justice and holiness to remain in-
violate? How was God to be reconciled to man? The answer
lies in tho words, "oy the death of His Son." That was the
basis of rll reconciliation, and, long before its actual
accomplishment, predestination,

11, 2 Core 5, 18198

"and all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to
Himself by Jesus Christ and hath given us the minis-
try of reconciliation; To wit, God was
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- reconoiling the world unto himself, not imputing their
trospasses unto thom; and hath committed unto us the
word of reconciliation.”
These woanderiul words state the method of the reconciliation
between God and man. Everything that was gontributed toward
that reconciliation came from the side of God. Ian did nothing;
God did overything. But note the precise method adopted by
God: He reconciled the world to Himself "by Jesus Christ,” andl
vhen the actual reconeilin; was taking place, God was "inAChrist.“
All this points to a very definite event in history; it points
to the vicarious death of Jesus Christ on lut. Calvary. There,
and in that mannor, the actual reconpiliution was acoomplished,
But that reconciliation had to exist between God and man before
God could think of actually ochoosing and predestinating certain
sinful beings to heavens And we find that i1t did exist in the
eternal Deoree of redemption, which with God.wus as valld as
the accomplished historical fact, for with God there is no
~ dime. hut the point is that tnere could be no predeatination_\
without reconciliation, and that the method of resonciliation,
as here unmisiakably set down, was the vicarious death of Christ.
Honoa, the "satisfactio vicaria" is the basis of election,
God's sternal election of sra@e‘was "in Christ Jesus." ]
Before concluding Part One, it may be adviaable to sum up,
first of all, what the passages considered above teuach regar-
ding any possible other cause of eternal eleotion beside the
two mentioned, namely, the "causa impulsiva” (the grace of God),
and the "causs meritoria" (the suffering and death of Christ),

The passages, especially under the section last considered,
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"In Christ Josus" state the matter so as to doal a single, 1

rinal, orushing blow to the "Intuitu Fidei" doetrine. This is
done positively in all those places where it is said that our
election took place  in Christ, on the basis of His madiatorial
wogk. Nothing is sald of wman's cooperation or influance in the
matter. lihenever any cause is mentioned as furnishing tho basis
for our election, it is always Christ, and Christ alone,y- But A
lest sume one should attack tuis as an argument from gilence,

and thorefore still insist that man plays a part in his eleotion,
be it ever so minor, as for inatanoe non-resistence and its
consequent fuvorable disposition leading to faith, the Apostle
states also the negative side, whioh leaves no possible room

for argunent. This is done in all those places where the writer,
not implicitly, bui definitely and oxplicitely, excludes man

and all his "favorable" qualifications from the matter of
Election, Thus, we are elected,according to St. Paul, "not
according to our works" but according to the grace of God in
Christ Jesus. St. Paul teaches that we were ohrosen "whon we
were enemiss." Expressions such as these gsettle the matter.

God did not elect us because He foresaw that we would balieve.

We know this becau:ze Sceripture points us, not to any "intuitu |
fidei," but to the merits of Christ our Savior. On the other
hand, God did foresee somothing in us, that is, on our part.
But that was not faith, but active, phrsistent reyistence to
the very moment when, throush!Hia 3pirit, lle made of our un-
willing and obstinate hearts willing and obediont omes. And .|
finally, any credit Bn man's part detracts from the glory of




Christ's merit, and this, with onc volce, the loly Seriptures

wiil not tolerate.

In order to bring this Soriptural, and therofore Lutheran,
teaching into sharper relief, it may be well, in the second
pPlace, to contrast it with the teachings of Calvinisme. What

are the Calvinistic and Lutheran viows on the CAUSES OF ELECTIOK?

Regarding olection an act of the absolute will of God in
His independent sovereigé}, Calvin, in fact, allows no cause
of elcotion whatever, unless the absolute will of God be called
a causos According to Gaivin's dostrine, God orﬁained men unto
salvation simply and only because He wanted it so, movei there-
to by nothﬁng, in consideration of nothing, but execlusively
rogarding His own will., Grace as an impeliihg motive, or chr:lstj
and His morits as tho meritorious cause, are to Calvin not
cauges of election, but by a decreec of His absolute will God
80t apart some men for salvation, and their redempticn through
Christ is oniy a consejuence of that decree. Calvin's doctrine
is thus based on absolutism pure and simple, predestination for
no cause or reason whatever, save only the absolute will of
govereignty. His words on this matter leave no rnSH for doubt, .
He says; "When God is sald to harden or show meroy tb whom He
Dleages, men are taught by this doclaration to seek no cause

boside His will." 1)

R e Y

1) Calvin, op. oit., Vol. 1I, pe 163
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A

The Luthoran Church, on the Sthar hand, teadhes that there
afe two causes oi Election: the grace of God and the merits of
Christ. 3he oconfesses, furthermora, tihat these are the only
two causes of Nlection. In Article XI.of the Epitome, Negative -
4, the Lutheran Church condemns the view "that not only the
mercy. of' God and the moat holy merit of Christ, but also in us
thorc is a cuuse of God's eleotion, on account of which God has
eleoted us to ovorlasting life." 1) This too she classifies
among the "blasphomous and dreadful erroneous doctrine, wnore-
by all comfort which thoy have in the lioly Gospel and the use
of tne Holy Sucranents is tuken from Christians, and therefore
should not be tolorated in tho Church of God." =) he )
difforence betwoen Calvinism and Lutheranism on this point may

be gummed up tuuss

"l. Calvin teaches that there is no cause oi election save
alone the absolute will of God. =ile Lubherans teach that there
:::itgo causes of election: the grace of God and thc merits of
H SCGe

2. Culvin teaches that Christ and His merits are not a
cuuso ol election, bui only u means to carry out the absolute
deoree of God. <-iie teach that Christ and His morits are the
ground, foundation, and cause of election.

"Se Calvin teaches that there is no ¢ ause of election in
man, because God exclusively regarded His own absolute will,
=We teach that there is no cauce of election in iman, because
man is altogether corrupt."” 3)

What are the Calvinistic and Lutheran views on the BaASIS
OF ELRCTION? According to our dostrine, election rests on the

redemption in Christ Jesus; according to CGalvin's doctrine,

e R P BT

1) Ccon. Trigl., p. 837
2) Ibid., Pe 8387
3) Fs Kuogele, loos cite, Do 86 f
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@lection rests on the essential attributes of God independent
of Christ. ‘e teach an eloction of grace, Calvin teaches an
eleotion br sovereignty. )

That %his is Culvin's doqfrine is plain from his ovn state-
ments. He says: "God's sovereoign election of some and preteri- |
%“lon of others, thoy" (Calvin's oppononts) "make the subjoct
of formal accusation against Hime® 1) What Calvin means by a
'sovereign eloction' he himself explains in these wordss "The
eonclusion is, that God oreates whou He chooses to be liis
eéalldron by gratuitous adoption; that the cause of this is
wholly in iimself; becauss He exclusively regards His own seoret
determination.” &) By "sovereign election" Calvin, thererore:\
means that God had regard neither of sin, nor of Christ, nor
of redemytion, tut "exelusively"” of "His own secret determina=-
tion," i.e., liis absolute will.- That Calvin taught that the
salvation oi thc olect was decided upon bofore, anc indopen-
dently of, redemption, is plain frou his treatise on Christ
as our lediator. There ho sayss

"It was of great imporiance to our interests that He,
who vias to be our lediator, should be both true God and true
man. If an inquiry be made concerning the neceasity ei tiis,
it was not, indoed, a simple, or, as we commonly say, an abso-
lute nocessity, but such as arose from thc heavenly decree,
on whioch the salvation of men depended. But our most meréiful
Father has appointed that which was best for us." ‘3)

Only because the Father thought it best was Christ, as

Calvin says, "destined by the eternal decree of God to purify

the pollution of men; because the eiffugion of blood is an

emblem of expiation.” %)

1) Calvin, Inst., vol. II, pe 150
2) Ibid., vol. II, p. 1568

3) Ibid., vole I, p. 419

4) Ibid., vol. I, p. 422
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The Lutheran Church, oﬁ the other hand, teaches that on
the basis of tho atonement in Christ; God, without a violation
of Jjustice, can and does eleoct sinners unto salvation. In
the Eleventh Article of the Formula of Concord we confess:
"Accordingly, this eternal election of God is %o be considered
in Christ, and not outside of or without Christ. For 'in
Christ,' the Apostle raul testifies, Zphe ‘1, 4 L., "He hath
chosen us belfore the foundation of the world, as it is written;
Ile hath nade us accepted in tﬁe Beloved.' This electlion,
however, is revealed from heaven through the preaching of His
Wiord, when the Father says, latte 17, 53 "This is my beloved
don, in whom I am well pleased; hear yo Him.' And Christ says,
Ilatte 11, 23: 'Come unto Mo, all ye that labor and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest.' And concerning the Holy
Ghost Christ says, John 16, 14: 'He shall glorify ife; for He
shall receive of Ifine, and shall show it udto you.' Thus thé
entire Holy Trinity, God Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, directs
all men to Chris®, as to tho Book of Life, in whom they should
8esk the eternul olectlon of the Father. For this has been
deéided by %hé Fatuer from eternity, ‘that whom He would 'save
He would save through Christ, as He Himself says, Joan 14, 63
'Ho.man congth unto the Father ﬁu& by les' And ag;in, John'
10, 9: 'I am the 5oor: bylﬂe, if any man onter in, he shall

be saved,'" 1) . _]

A A

1) Op. cit., p. 1084 £
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Tho points of difference rogarding the basis of Election
may be swmarized thuss U

"1, Calvin isaches that the mere absolute will of God,
independently o Christ, is the foundation of election. =iie
beach that the grace of God as merited by Jesus Christ is the
foundation of election.

"2, Calvin separates meroy and Justice, and teaches that
God resolved to glorify each separately. -lie teach that God
harmonized and glorified both His mcrey and His justice in
the sending of His Sone . T .

"de Calvin teaches that God elected unredeemed sinners
to salvation, ~ije teach thut 'God electod from the humaa race
as redecned in Christe :

"4d. Calvin teachos ‘that the olect could end would have
been saved without the incarnation, sufforing, and death of
Christe -letoach that without the incarnation, death, and
resurrection of Christ no man could have been elected and saved,

"6« Calvin teaches that the gecret absolute decree of God
ig the foundation of the plan of salvation. <-le teach that
Christ is the foundation of the whole plan of salvation." 1) ‘j
: The expressions from Ephesians 1, 3-14 and from other ]
portions of Scripture whioﬁ wa.have go far disocussed present
the Soriptural concept of i#lection in Eternity, or the divine
Decree.of Election. It is eternal, taking place before the

foundation of the world; it is an actual choosing of certain

_ persons from the "massa redempta"; it is an election of grace,

God's kind and affectionate disposition toward a rebellious
world being its only "causa impulsiva"; it is an election
"in Christ Jesus," the vicarious satisfaotion of the Savior
of the ﬁorld being the only "oausa meritoria.” 1)

We turn our attention now to the Scriptural concept of

Eleotion in Time, or tho Execution of the Eternal Decree of

Praedestination. e shall follow the same mode of procedure as

1) F. Kuegele, loc. cit., ps 18 £
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in Pa
y rt One, treating each phase of the Exscution under
Definition" and "Proof." |
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PART TWO
THE EXECUTION OF THE DIVINE DECREE OF PREDESTINATIOH
(Election in Time)

JUSTIFICATION

Definition

The term "Jjustification™ is used in a wider gnd in a nar-
Power sense, and is accordingly classified as "objective” or
"subjectivae, "

bb;eetive or general Justification is the imputation, by T
God, to all mankind, of the merit, the perfected righteousness,
of Christ, Christ has atoned for the sins of all men, and God
therefore has in the death of Christ reconciled the world unto
limgelf, not imputing their trespasses unto them, but has
instead declared them just for Christ's sake. By objJective
Justification God declares the sins of all men forgiven, paid
for by the sufi'ering ani death of the Redeemex. The redemption
of the whole world is an accomplished faot. |

Subjective, or individual, Justification is the nppliaatio£7
by God to the individual of the righteousness of Christ the
monment that individual comes to faith, and by faith accepts
the general or objective justifiocation orffered in the Gospel.

It is the personal application by God of the genoral or objec=-
tive Justification to the believer by faith., Vhen an individual
by faith takes as his own the objective jJustirication, the




perfect righteousness, prepered and completed by Christ for the
whole world, God declares him personally and individuelly justi-
fled. It will be seen thot subjective justification i1s syn-

chronous with conversion or regeneration. = J

Now when we speak of justificatlon as the first step in 'l:hl;~|
execution of the divine Dporea of Predeat!.'nation, vwe mean sub-
Jective jpstificntion. Whenever God in conversion declares
the sinner justified who appropriates by falth the merits of
the Redecmer, He is carrying out His own eternal Election of
Grace. In this way subjeotive' Justification 1s baesed on ob=-
Jectlve justification, Before proceeding with that point, _/
hoviever, 1t may be well to investigate the nature end extent
of objeetiya Justification. The following paragrephs bring
this out,

"The sinner must know that God had him personally in mind
on Laster Day and all along when Christ lived and suffered and
died for the world., !'Personally'! -that word belongs here. Un-
less that word (or e similar ons) is used in presenting the
doctrine of the objective justification, tho comfort of justi-
ficetion by falth cennot be brought home to the individual,
¥We have no objection to Dr. Lenski's proposal to cheracterize
the subjective justification s gm; Justification, We
know what he meens, But we do not accept that proposel in the
sense that the objective justification is not of a personal
nature, Iindeed 1t is. J. Schaller puts’'it in this emphatic™ ™
way: 'The universality of salvation must not be thought of or

preached in such o manner as to deny or cloud its individual
application., Christ did not dle for the world, or menkind,

in the s:.be;i-.z-m:g5 but He lived, suffered, and dled for each one
of those individuals vhom we comprehend under the abstract con-
cepts of the world, or mankind., His work 1s the salvetion of
the world because in Him every humen beling fulfilled the Law
end died for his guilt. The sinner does not make a general
salvation epplicable to himself by faith; 1f that were true,
salvation would not be complete before men performs the act of
faith. On the contrary, by faith the individual accepts the
salvation, propitistion, reconcilliatlon, and redemption pro=-
cured for him porsonally by Christ. Hence this salvation 1s
Just as perfect and complete for those who are finally lost. |
Thls 1s the only reason, but e sufficient one, why he that
believeth not 1 be damned. Unbelief 1s the gjaotion of
1ife and sslvetion achleved and personally intended for every




- 56 =

unbeliever.?' (Biblical Christology, pe 135) And yow know what
We mean by personal in this connection.

"One other point needs to be brought out. Are we ready _1
to say that the sins of all men, the sins also of the unbelie-
yers, are forgiven thom? That is exactly wnat objective, uni=
versal, Jjustification means. And one who refuses to take the
objective justification to mean exactly that, cannot, if he
knows the meaning of the terms, teach a justification by faith.
Here there are but two alternatives. The first is: Han is
Justified by faith, by accepting the pardon issued to all in
the Gospel, by relying on the objective jJustification, the
forgiveness of sins obtained for him before he believed. The
8econd is; Therc is no objeotive Justification; the only justi-
fication thore is takes place when a sinner believes; orn
account of, or on the condition, of this his faith God for-
£ives him his sins. ‘hat does justification 'by faith' mean
in this second alternative? What does the simnner belicve?

This, that God haus already forgiven him his sins for Christ's
8ake? No, for there is no objective justification. What, then,
is the function of faith? It cannot be the apprehending mediunm,
for there is nothing offered, Christ has not gained the forgive-
ness that might be offereds 350 i1t is "faith'! that effeocts the
change in God's heart; God forgives sin because of faith as a
human aciaievement or tie fulfilment of a condition imposed by
Gods Thus justification by 'faith' is no longer a Justification
by faith, a justification as a free gift, but a justification
by works, in consequence of man's right condust., Justification
by 'faith' has become a Pelaglanistic, synergistic affair." 1) ]

Proof

1. liphe 1, 4: ;{t):’fcro o s -:::_ «rTW  weo x.;rqplAJ-! gaz-pon -

“He chose us in liim before the foundation oi the world."

Before the foundation of the world in the eternsl council
of lis grace, God determined our salvaiion, decided to save us,
bredestinated ugse Thiys wag tho Fleotion of Grace, which, how=
ever, oould not do violence to God's Justice. God Ioresaw, but |
did not deoree, man's fall into sin, and His justice demanded

punishment of sin., Therefore, together with the eternal Deckee

1) Th. Engelder, C. Te M., Vols IV, Do 674 £
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of Election there was another eternal decree, thot of Redemp- -
tion. By it God purposed to prepare e way of salvation for a
lost’ and fallen world through the vicarious atonement of His
Son, Jesus Christ. By that atonement God's justice was satis-
fied, sin was not overlooked but was punished, and ell men were
Justified. Objective justification 1s thus the basis of sub-
Jective justification, which, in turn, is part of the execution
of the divine Decree of Electlon. This truth St. Peul teaches =
in the above quotation when he says that God chose us "in Him,"
thet 1s, in Christ. God, to remain just, could choose us only |
" beceuse of the satisfectlon Christ rendered for our sins; and,
conversely, beceuge God did choose us sinful creatures unto

1life etornal, there haed to be also an eatonement for sin. This
‘God provided by sending His only-begotten Son into the world,

to be the Redeemer of menkind. =

2. Eph. 1, 51 wpoop i rar ié:’ soe Jos '1'74-.5 j\"-u‘hs.

"Having foreordsined us through Christ Jesus,"

The term Teeoe#«s , as we have seen above, refers to the

divine act of Predostination before the foundation of 'I:he world.
But this was not an sbsolute predestination. God did not simply
choose us for heaven without any regerd to the great question
of sin. Therefore God predestinated us "through Christ .'I'e_sus,"
for He it w;;é who, "by the determinate oounsel and fore- '
knowledge of God,"™ was to bear all sins in His own body on

the tree. This is ths force or'the “"shrough Christ .Jem.“ _

It gives the basis for ]_nection, is, in faot, inseparable

from the Election itself, and 1s usuelly mentioned together

with the divine decree. ' ]



3. Eph, 1, Gs iv 1 ;'xd;rﬁ'w, s "In the Beloved."

Again the manmer in whit_:h God's eternal Election ‘
of Grace began to f£ind fulfilment is plainly stated, The
Predestination took place "in'the Beloved, " that 1s ¥ : |
in the Beloved of God, Jesus Christ, His only Son, whom |
the Father Himself called "my beloved Scm." 1) mo say |
thet the Election took place "in the Beloved" meens that
1t was based on the vicarious satisfactlon of Christ, J]

This is stated by the Evengelist St. Jolm thuss "God so
loved the world that He gave His only=begotten Son," 2)
this 1s the basls for subjective justification, the first
‘stege of Election in Time., Before God could bring us to |
falth, forgive our sins 1nd1v:!.dually,' and briins us to
fine) selvetion, there had to be an object and a basis

for it ell. And such we heve in the merits of Christ. __|
This is what St. Paul expresses when he seys that our

electlion was "in the Beloved,"

4. Ephe 1, 73 fet_ zob aipares <owsd,
The relative <vrei yefers to the preceding Y }<Fyrtvy,
tht is, to christ,' the beloved Son of Gode The great

. : _ g ;
thought of the paregreph 1s, of course, the eternal skAeyy
of God, The subordinate clauses throughout the section

1) Matt. 3, 17
2) Jobn 3, 16
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alvays modify this thought. Here, then, we f£ind the. basis

of our election stated very concretely. In this phrase we 1
have an esctual historicel reference to the comprletion of the
basls for the first phase of election in time. "The. blood

of Christ" takes wus to. calvarj end to the crucifixion of

the Son of God, by which He secured porfect righteousness

for the whole world, This we call objective justification. o
Only on the basis of this objective justification, approp-
riated by falth, could God justify subjectively and so

begin the execution of the divine Decree of Election,

7 e iul 1rﬂ'a1ﬂ.If I‘r.qr.OBl\’Tll -

5. Ephe 1, 107 £v xtvd, &v &

"In Him, In Whom we were also.chosen, in that we were
predestinated,"

In this verse 8t. Paul makes a double reference to tha”.-’,

objective basis of the divine Election. Both the personal
end the relative pronouns refer to Christ, Twlce it is
stated that our election took plece in Him, That 1s a
reference, as hes been sald, to a definlite historical
occurrence, namély, to the vicarious atonement eccomplished
on the cross, That was mt' only the basis of election, but,
being its basis, it beceme also the basis for subjective
Justification, which is .the firat step in its temporal
execution, the first link in thet marvelous chain by which
God takes His chosen ones, dead in trespasses end sins,

and. mekcs them heirs of salvatlons J ]

Passages from other portions of Holy Soripture sub-
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stantlating this very important truth of Iphesisns 1, that
the objective basls of our election is.Christ and His merit,
are so numerous th:t only the most salient ones cen be

mentionead,

. Eohe 3, 11:

"According to thﬂ eternal %urposa which He purposed
in Christ Jesus our Lord.

This passage was quoted above to show that the objective
basis or ground of justification wa' the vioar:l.oﬁa atonement
of Christ. Consldered as a historical fact, this atfmemnt
bocomos the baslis for the first phase of Election in Tims,
namely; for the subjective justiﬂcat:lon of the simmer, Be=
fore the conversion of.a single sinner could take placs,
there hed to be a Savior to whom the simner could turn. In
the 0ld Testament lle was the Savior of.promise, and in the
New Testemont He is ths Savior of fulfilment. In both cases
en actual, historical redemption lies at the bottom of con=-

versione

7. 2 Tim, 1, 93
"who (God) hath saved us ..s according to His own pur-
pose and grace, which was glven us.in Christ Jesus
before the world begen:"

In thls passege St. Paul ssys that the grace of God was
glven us in Christ Jesus before the world began. In eternity
God was gracious to us and therefore elected us to eternal sal-
vetion., But He dld this "in Christ Jesus.," The merits of the

God-aeppointed Redeemer, His suffering and death, are made the
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objective basls on which the Decree of Predestination wes made,
But 1f thils was the basis of God's eternal Election of Grace,
then 1t had %o be also the basls for subjective justification,
vhich begins its temporal execution.

8¢ 1 Pot, 1, 20¢

"Who (Christ) verlly was foreordained before the
foundation of the world."

This passage contains the account of the second divine

i

decroce, the Decree of Redemption. This decree, of necessity,
goes hand in hand with the divine Decrse of Election. Both
were made 1n eternity. Since once was made in eternity, the
other hod to be made then also. God chose us in eternity, but
that election had to have a baesis which would satisfy the
Justlce of God, That basis wes the vicarious deeth of Christ,
And therefore also that death had to be decrsed from eternity,
simltenoously with the Decree of Electlon. :And so 1t was, as
we learn from thls passage. The particular reconciliation of
the world to God through the blood of His own Son was decreed
"hefore the foundation of the world," This being the fore-
ordained basis of election, it follows thet it was the basis
also of subjective justification,. the first step in the
practicel execution of that etermal decree. =]

O &ctﬂ 2. g,’

"Him, being delivered by the determinate oounsel and.-(
for;k:nowladse of God, ye have t%ken, and by wicked
honds have crucified end slaln,™: J
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The Apostle St. Foter, in his great sermon on Pentecost
Day, convicts the Jews of the mmider of the Son of God. This
he does in order to bring them to a consclousness of their
8ins, thot he might then direct them to the only forglveness
of sins, But in this possage we see that although the Jews were
gullty of murder in the death of Christ, yet all took place in
accordence with a divine, eternal decree, an overruling Provi-
dence. Christ, though slain by the Jews, was "delivered by the [
determinete counsel and :l‘orelmowledge of God." This, being the
eternal basls for Election baoeme the basais also of 1its mcut-
ion in time. This step we call subjective Justiﬂoats.on. By —)
His cdeath on the cross Christ made it posslble, And sinoa
all sins are forglven in consecuence of the deeth of c}n-i‘st,
and through that death are all atoned for, objective justi-
fication becomes the basis for subjective justiriontioﬁ, which
begins the execution, in time, of the eternal Decree of ;
Predestination. |

10. Acts 4, 28:

"For to do vhatsoever thy hand end thy counsel
determined before to be done."

These words ere taken from the hymm of praise and prayer
vhich the first Christien congregetion at Jerusalem ralsed to
the Lord upon the release of St, Peter end St. John from prison.
In thelr prayer they acknowledge to God that although Herod

and Pilate and the Gentiles had gathered agalnst Jesus, still
vhatever they hed done was only what God had "determined before
to be done." Herein 1s enother reference to the eternel Decree
of Redemption, executed in the death of Christ on COalvary.




That desth was tho basis of election, procured justificetion
for the whole world and so became basic for subjectlve justi-

ficatlon.,

1l. Iuke 2, 30 = 323

“For mine eyes have seen Thy salvation which Thou

hast prepared before the face of all people, a

1light to lighten the Gentlles, and the glory of

Thy people Israel."

Simeon in the temple sings his immortal "Nunc Dimittis,"

He ls now content to die, for God had fulfilled His promise
that Simeon should not die until he had seen the Lord's
Christ, and even now he is holding the Infent Jesus in his
arms. That is the Salvation which his eyes have seen, a .
Salvation preparcd by God before the foundation of the world
for all netions, & light to lighten the Gentlles end the glory
of God's neople Israel. The salvation which the Christ-Child
came to bring was actually accomplished In His death on the
cross. But thls s> in turn, was deternmined upon in the
eternel counsels of God, together with the specific Decree of
Fredestination. Redemption through the blood of Jesus would
never have been decreed, hed not God also determined to save
certein persons. Hence, the Redemption or objective justifi-
cation 1s the bssis for subjective justificatlon, which, again,

is a phese of the executiom, in time, of the eternal Decree

of Elsction.

12, Gal, 4, 4,5:

"But when the fulness of time was come God sent forth \
His Son, made of a woman, made under the Law, to re=-
deem them that were under the Law, that we might re-
celve the adoption of sons."



-64-

Thls is one of the clearest statements we heve of the ob=-
Jective justificetions The Son of God wes mede under the Law,
1.04, both fulfilled its recuirements and sufferad the punish-
ment for 1ts fracture, in order to redesem "them that were under
the law, thet is, ell men, Because of this universal justifi-
cetlon, God cen justify individuslly. But this subjective
Justification, in turn, could not take place, had not God, long
before, from eternity, predeétinatad e certein number of certain
bersons to salvation on the basis of the objsctive justifiea:bion.
In this way subjective justification 1s a result of Election,
end one of the steps in leading the elect to final ealvationu

In order the better to appreciate the Lutheran and Biblical
view of universal or objective justification, let us look, for
a moment, at the Calvinistic conception of this doctrine.
Bocause Colvin mekes hls dooctrine of an absolute predestinationq\
the starting point of his whole system of theology, he
vitletes all the chief articles of the Christien faith. And -
the first article which Calvin's doctrine of predestination
affects is redemption, or objecﬁive Justification. Because
Calvin teaches en sbsolute predestination and places 1t before
redemption, he, as & natural consequence of that doctrine,
restricts redemption to the elect only. Becsuse God, ac;:ordj.ng\ =
to Calvin's doctrins, had predestino.téd snd created only a '
comperatively small number of men unto life end the mmltitude
unto eternsl misery, therefore Calvin draws the inference
that God could not have sent His Son to redeem the reprobate;
for this would not have been consistent. The sending of



Christ, in Calvin's system, was only a means to carry out the

Deoree of Election unto life. Thereiore the "Presbyterian Con- i

fession" says; "Neither are any ofther redeemed by Christ, ef-

feotually called, justified, adopted, sanotified, and saved,

but the elcot onlye" 1) And the "Larger Catechism"™ says: "iho

are made partakers of redemption thruough Christ?" Answer;

"Redemption is certainly applied, and effectually communicated,

%o all thoso for whom Christ hath purcnased it." 2) That is

DPlainly denying universal ;edemption. and saying that the blood

of Jesus Christ was not shed for all men, but for the eleot onlytJ
The passages discussed above plainly show our Lutheran

View of univerasal redemption to be the Biblical one.

The points of divergence, then, between Lutheranism and .F1
Calvinism, are thaée=

1. Calvin teaches that Christ died for tho elect onlys
~We teach that Christ died for the elect, but not for the_alect
only.

2¢ Calvin teachag that Christ did not purcha;a salvation
for those who will be losts =Wo teach that Christ did purchase

salvation for those who will be loste

S« In Calvin's dootrine no ono oan know "a priori® whether

he is redeemed, btut each one is taught to draw a conclusion
from his effectual calling to his redemption. -Our doctrine

assures every one that he is redeemecd, that salvation is pre-

pared for hime _J

1) Ch. 3, art., 6
2) Qu. 59
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"CONVERSIODN"

Definition

In the striot sense of the term, conversion ia the csreafsitm“l

of faith in a man's heart through the means of grace (the Gos-
Del) in which the Holy Spirit is active. It is the turning of
obstinate man from darkness to light, from the power of Satan
unto Gods In the Gospel message God:ocalls us, and by His Holy
Spirit He kindles faith in our hearts. This is the essence of
conversion, .ind we owe it again to God's eternal election of
grace; it becomos the second step in the execution, in time,
of that divine deores. =
A8 to the gquestion whether conversion is a process, re-
qQuiring a' longer or shorter period of time for its completion,
or whether it is a orisis, taking place instantaneously, we
shall, bofore answering, have to distinguish carefully in the
use of terms. I\lhenever Soripture speaks of conversion as a
Process, then the term i1s used in a wider sense, including both
contrition and the coming to faith. And whenever "momentary"
aonversion is described, thon the term is used in its narrower
meaning, as defined above, namely, tho implanftation of faith
in the heart. But even in the latter ocase, a certain "process"
must precede, namely, the sorrow for sin, or coantrition. Dr.

P, E. Kretsmann, writing in the Concordia Theological Honthly,
has the following to say regarding thesc two points.
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"In welchem Sinne hat man denn von Vorstufen der Berkeh-
Tung und von einem Prozess der Bekehrung geredet? In welcher
Auffasgung allein koennen 'actus praeparatorii® nach der Schrift
recht dargelegt werden? Antwort; Wenn man etwa mit D. Walther
(Referat des Hoerdlichen Distrikts, iilwaukee, 1873) sagts
'Ordentlicherweise erfolgt die Bekehrung erst nach verschiede-
neén dieselben vorbereitenden Vorgaengen im ifenschen.' Wir
koennen die Antwort auch so formulierens insofern Gott nach
Belner gnaedigen Vorsehung besondere Umstaende, Gelegenheiten,
Lebenslagen schafit, durch die Gott vorbereitend an den Menschen
herantritteccsee

"Wenn wir nun alles, was bisher kurz dargestellt worden
1st, zusammenfas:sen und das Fazit ziehen, so muessen wir sagen,
dass eahon auf Grund der Identifizierung der Busse mit der Bee
kehrung im weiteren Sinne letztere im engeren Sinne als Krisis
bezeichnet werden muss, denn darauf zielt der ganze Vorgang doch
ab. Ohne die Erfassung der Vergebung der Suonden, die auf die
Reue folgt, haotte dio Reue an sich weder vWert noch Zweck.

Dies wird aber noch deutlicher zum Ausdruck gebracht in den
verschiedenen "termini,' die die Schrift selbst von der Wieder-

geburt und der Bekehrung gebraucht.” 1)

The following expressions used by Soripture are then lis-
Yed: "Umkehren,” "yeg- (von der Suende) und Zu~ (Gott) wonden,"
"Auftun aer iugen," ‘"Die Gabe des Glaubens," "Das Ziehen Gottes,™
”Lebendigﬁerdan,“ "Dag Schaffor des Lichtes im Herzen,” "Ge-
zguegtund Geborenwerden," "Vom Pode Auferwecktwerden und Auf-
stehen, "

The further question of whether in conversion man is able
to contribute anything, even the least, i.e., whether he is
capable of any "modus agendi" in the matter of his conversion,
while it will be treated in the following section under "Proof,"
may, for the sake of completeness, be somewhat briefly dis-
cussed under the present "Definition."” The basic principle to
be kept in mind has been stated thus: "Nach Sohrift und Bee

kenntnis gibt ¢s daher nur 'swei wirkliche (bewirkende,

A e s —
1) P,. B. Eretzmann, CsTeMs, Vols I, pps 820 f£., B82b ff.
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"e!fioientes") Ursachen' der Bekehrung, naemlich den Zelligen
Geist und das Wort Gottes als das Instrumernt des Helligon

Geistes, dadurch or die Bekeﬁrung Wirktessos"

"Allerdings, unser Bekenntnis lehrt auch, dass der zu be-
kehrende liensch das'Cesetz auf sioh einwirken lassen muss, Er
mugs ‘durch die Predigt.des Gesetzes seine Suende und Gottes
Zorn erkennen und wahrhaftiges Schrecken, Reue und Leid im Her-
Zon empfinden.' Abor wenn der Mensch solches Schrecken, Reue
und Leid im Herzen empfindet, dann ist er nicht etwa schon
halb bekehrt oder in ein Stadium eingetreten, wo er sich nach

er Gnade sehnt oder ein 'Verantwortungsgefuehl fuer die Gnade!
in sich ontwickelt odér er sich zur Gnade schiokt; nein, dann
i3t er = solange der Heilige Geist durch das Evangelium nioht
den Glauben in ihm anzuendet = in einem ganz unseligen Zustand
dor Verzweiflung, in dem er zwr Hoelle fahren muesste, wuerde
ihn der Tod in diesenm Zustand ereilen oder wuerde eor wie Judas
in diesem Zustund selbst den Tod suchem. So wirkt auch das
Gesetz keinen "modus agendi' im ilenschen,"

Unser Bekenntniz lehrt awsdruecklich: 'Zur rechten, heil-
Samen Busse, ist nicht genug allein das Gesetz zu predigen, son=-
dern "es muss dazu auch kommen das Evangelium"s' (De Lege et
Evangelio, Sole Deol., Ps 16) Das ist'deshald noetig, weil
die ifenschen, 'solange sie die blosse Predigt des Gesetzes und
nichts von Christo hoeron und also ihre Suende aus dem Gesetz
nicht rocht lernen erkennen, entweder vermessene Heuchler wer-
den wie die Fharisaeer oder verzweifeln wie Judas.' (De Lege
et Lvangelio, Epitome, P, 8) Das Gesetz wirkt daher im Menschen
keinen 'Zug nach oben;' kein Streben naah Versoehnung, sondern
nur entweder verdammliche Selbstgerechtigkeit oder verdammliche

Verzweiflung, also keinen 'modum agendi'." 1)

Proof

1. ;-,gll.__]._._l_;_, Teosp e as ,‘u:'r sts ..'.h.r.'.'.:.' .

"Having predestinated us unto ndéption of sons." L
In these words the Apostle plainly states that God pre-
_ dotefmined us to be His adopted children. That pre-determi=-

nation was made in eternity and honce is nothing else than the

et ety

1) J. T. Mueller, CeTels, Vole IV, ps 519 £
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Eleotion of Grace. But the manner in which God, in timo, made

8 His adopted children was by conversion, the oreation of

faith in our hearts. In that moment we became God's children

"by faith in Christ Jesuss" ) And as this was determined upon d
in eternity, it is evident that we owe our conversion to God's
Election of Crace, that it is morely part of the execution of

His divine Decree of Elootion.

Ze Bpha 1, 9: ivupc'c--a -i.u.'t'v re }"1‘;?"7 TOU 'sll'i»-ur
<vtel , s ¥ i

"Having made known %o us the mystery of ifis will,"
The mystery of God's will regarding us was our eternal

-\

Salvation. This was God's will befora the foundation of the
world end was expressed in His eternal Deorce of Salvation,

How 5t. Paul says that this good and gracious will God has

made known to us. ZFlainly, he is speaking of something that
takes place in time. God makes known to us His will whenever";.
We hear the preaching of His ijorde And God makes knuwn %o us
His will of prodestination, i.6., that we are His elect child-
ren, when He brings us o faith, This is what takes place in |
Gonversion, whioch is again plainly the result of God's eternal
choosing, or we may say, tho seoond step in the execution, in

time, of God's eternal Decree of Predestination.
ds Eph 1‘1 103 =er elKeVopiay el WAqewpaTc TV Kate Ov
; unu:.r Nt o Tl _'l"_"_ T ] & :i-‘o_ xsu-ri s

"Unto the dispensation of the completion of the world- X
periods, %o bring into one {under one head) all things

in Christ,"

e e ey
1) Gal. 3. 26
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This clause also modifies the great thought running

Yhrough the entire paragraph (Ephe 1, 3-14), namely, the eter-:
nal election of Gods Our election was "unto™ (sér) this, had A
Shis purpose, that God should so manage the various periods of
the worlc as to bring about whet lHe had planned in eternity, +
namely, tho creztion of one great family of God in Christ Jesus.
But adnission into that family is always by faith, and. faith

is given us in conversions llence, conversion 1s a very vital

link in the.carrying out of God's eotornal Decree of Election. .

It is, in fact, the first step which conoerns eacih man personal=-

ly.

4, F:E-h.. 1. _]i: E:_Q lt)l-;"-'n"’;uv r'...‘,,'\lgl-frg,g :
"In ihom we were chosen in that we were foreordained."

The :;elgtivu clause in this passago, ¢v_ ¥, refers to Christ.
In Him, i.e., as.round in Him by faith, we were predestinated
to salvation, But Quoh a predestination, of necessity, in-
volves that in the course of t:lme'wa, who were in eternity
ohosen in Christ, should be b:j.-ou;_-:ht to faith in Christ. This
of course, occurs in uonvuraion; whioch is thus an indispensable
step in the exeoution, in time, of God's eternal Decree of

Eleot:.on;

] (] [} - ? L4 3

Se¢ Bphe 1, 13: oxevewvres zov  Aéjov ros -rlz-ﬂuc To

c& .?huv Tar  ParTyp s oudsy o Ev ' _werreveavres
:oku‘mﬂ# T2 b RKveluere  eee TP & ’

"Having heard the word of truth, the good news of your
salvation, in Him (Christ) having come to faith, you
were scaled by the Holy Spirit." :
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The sequence of thought from the eleventh verse forward
18 necessary to appreciate the forece of this passage. Aibove,
the Apostle had geid that the Jewish Christians were predes-
tinated in Christ; in this passage ho addresses the Gentile

Christians and profaces his remarks with the words v & _wd

S#si& , "in whom also you." So also the Gentile Christians had

been chosen in Christ. And in the words under consideration

8t. Paul gives us the preciso order of events hy which that e- 7
Yernal decree went into effect, in times First they heoard the
word of truth, the good news of their soul's salvation, of

their objective justifications And as they heard the Word, the
Holy Spirit worked faith in their hoarts, and at the same time
gave them the assurance of thoir salvation, or "sealed" them,
Thus, convorsion stands in a very vital rolation to elcction:

it is the first personal step in the exeoution of the Decree

of Fredesiination,

6« Rom. 9, 11:

"That the purpose of God according to election might ]
stand, not of works, but of him that calleth,"

This passage was disoussed above. God accepted Jacob and
rejected lisau, not because He saw that one would believe while
the other would not, but simply in accordance with His election,
What interests us in this connection is the very intimate re-
lation which St. Paul posits between election and conversion,
The same God who has elected us has also called us, that is,
called us to faith in His Son through the Gospel., Conversion,
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therofore, is the working out, in time, of God's eternal Decrees

of Rlection.

7« 2 Tin. l, 9;
"Who (God) hath oalled use..esacoording to iis own

burpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus
before the world begane"

Once morec this great passage to Timothy sheds marvelous
light on tho point under discussion. God's."purpose and grace,
Which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began® is
nothing more or less than His eternal eleotion of us to salva-
Yion. And now let us note the close connection between this
and conversion. St. Paul says that God "called us,” oreated
faith in our hearts, converted us, "according" to this oternal
Decree of rredestination. Conversion is therefore piainly a
sbep in the exseution, in time, of thut eternal decree. It is
%he f£irst thing that God must do for us personally beforo He
6an finally take us to Himsel? in heaven, as ie has determined

before the world began.

8. Acts 15, 48: :
=\

"And as many as wero ordained to eternal life be-
lieved," literally, "came to faith,"

Paul had just delivered a poweriul sermon in Antioch of
Pisidia. Many of the Gentilos came to faith, were convexrtod by
the Holy Spirit through the word of Paul. But of every single
one who came to faith the text says that he wus ordained to e=
ternal 1ife, was predestinated thereto., Thus, this becomes a

very striking proof for the fact that we owe our conversion to
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God's eternal elootion, that it is only tho carrying out, in

time of His eternal decreea,

9+ Rom., 8, #0:

"Whom He did predestinate, them He also called; and _|
woom He called, them Ho also Justified."

It would be impossible to find a clearer passage on the
Subject thun tho one before us. It is ao,emphatic_an& plain
that 1t requires hardly any comment. Every one whom God pre-
destinated Ho brought within the sound of His Cospel message
(called) ana every predestinated child so oalled,God also con=
Verted, bestowed faith in his hoart (Justified: subjeotive
Justification). Thus, conversion is clearly a produot of pre-

destination, : : J

10. & Thess. 2. 13. 14: .
"God hath from the beginning chosen you to salv:ation&]

through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of
the truth; whereunto He oalled you by our Gospel.™
This is another passage which is simply amazing in its

clarity and pointedness. From the beginning God chose us to
salvation.s This is the eternal Decree of Llection. And now
He brings us to that salvation through definite means, namely,
"through sanotification of the Spirit (the entire process of
Beparating us from the world and making us children of God)
and belief of the truth (faith in the Gospel promises of God)."
This is conversion. This is the means by which God brings us
%o that foreordained salvation, or, we may say, by which God

éxesutes or carries out that eternal deoree. ‘J
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As 1n the cas: of Redemption, so also God's gracious cal- "]
1ing has been greatly perverted. Calvin, who teaches an abso=
lute predestination of some to life, some to death, and a re=

demption of the oloct only, nust, in order to be consistent,

also teach that not all men aro called alike. He sayss -

"There are two kinds of calling. For there is a universaf‘
6all, by which God, in the external preaching of the VWord, in-
Vites all, indiscoriminately, to ocome to lilm, even those to
whom He intends it as a savor of death, and an occasion of
heavier condemnation. There is also a special call, with which
He, for the most part, favors only believers, when, by the
inward illumination of His Spirit, He causes the Vord preachned
%0 sink into their hearts. Yet sometimes He also oommunicates
1% to those whom He only enlightens for a season, and after-
wards forsakes on aceount of their ingratitude, and strikes ]
Wwith greater blindness." 1)

On the assertion that God does not intend to call the j
fon-elooct unto Himself, but that it is His determinate decree
that they shall not believe, Calvin expresses himself thuss

"Those, therefore, whom He has oreated to a life of shame
and a death or degtruction, that they might be instruments of
His wrath, and oxamples of liis severity, lls causes to reach
their appointed end, sometimes dcpriving them of the oppor-
tunity of hearing tho Vord, sometimes, by the preaching of it,
inereasing their blindness and stupidity.” 2) ___J

Again he says:

""That the reprobate obey nmot the iord of God whon made
known to them, i1s Justly imputed to the wickedness and de~-
pravity of tueir hearts, provided it be at the same time stated
that they are abandoned to this depravity, because they have
been raised up by a Just but inscrutable judgment of God, %o
display His glory in thoir condemnation," 3)

In sharp contrast, the Lutheran Church teaches that God ",
has not two d.:l:t‘farent ocalls, but as He has oreated all men unto
eternal life and has redeemed all in Christ, so He also serious-
ly, eurnestly, anmd effectually through the Word of the Gospel

1) Calvin, op. oit., vol, II, ps 187
2) Ibid., pe 191
8) Ibide., p. 193
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6alls all men unto Christ, Our Church confesses: : J

"And this call of God, which is made through the preach:lns-.l
0f the Word, we should not regard as Jugsglery, but know that
thereby God reveals lis will, that in those whom lle thus oalls .
He will work through the %ord, that they may be enlightened, Y
oonverted, and saved. For.the word, whoreby we are called, is &
@ ministration of the Spirit, that gives the Spirit, or whereby ..
the Spirit is given, 2 Cor. 3, 8, and a power of God unto sal- ;.
vation, Rom. 1, 16, And since the Holy Ghost wished %o be &
efficacioug through the Word, and to:strengthen and give power ¢
and ability, it is God's will that wo should receive the h‘ordu

belicve and obey ite" 1) . ;

And Again:

"However, that many are called and few chosen is not owing\
%o the fact that the call.of God, which is made through the
Word, had tho meaning as though God said; Outwardly, through
She Word, I indeed ozll to ly kingdom all of you %o whom I
8ive lfy yord; however, in liy heart, 1 do not mean this with
respect to all, bubt only with reaspect to a few; for it is Ly
Will that the greatest part of those whom I call through the
Word shall not be enlightened nor converted, but be and remain
damned , althuugh through the Word, in the call, 1 declare lMyself
%0 thom otinerwise. 'Hoo enim esset Deo contradictorias volun-
Yates affingore,' that is; For this would be to assign cone ]
tradictory wills to God. That is, in this way it would be )
taught that God, who surely is Zternal Iruth, would be con- _
trary to Himself, while, on the contrary, God punishes also
in men this wickedness when a person declares himself to one
purpose, and thinks and means another in the heart, Ps. 5, 9;
12, 2 £, Thoreby also tho necessary consolatory foundation is
rendered altogether uncertain and void, as we are daily re-
minded and admonished that only from God's Word, through which
He treats with us and calls us, we are to learn and conclude
what His will towards us is, and that we should believe and
not doubt what it affirms to us and promises.” 2)

“‘L

(’;'(;,“;_ y

Summing up the differences, then, we have these con=

@onsiderations:

"l. Calvin taaehe's thut God has two calls. <VWe teach:
As God is one His calling is ono.

"2. Calvin teaches that God doea not earnestly and ef-
feotually call those who will be losts =We teach that God
does earnestly and effectually cail those who will ba lost.

S

1) Art. XI, Form. Qonoord, (Con. Trigle, ps 1073)
2 Ibid-l. Pe 1075
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“Se Caolvin tenches that God deprives some men of His
Word, bocauus He does not want thom savede =We teach that God
deprives men o nia lord only and alene booause of thelr wicked-
neas and ingratitude, p

"4y Culvin toncies that to somo men God sends Hig Word
_to oblurnte and harden thume =lie teaoh that God .sends His
Word to enlizhten and save alle

"Ss Cnlvin tezches that the non-conversion of @en ia owing
%o the decrec of God donying them the grace of converaions
=@#6 teach that God denios nmo man the grace of converaion, mut
Yhe nun-sonversion of men is owing only and alonc to %iieir own
Wwiokodnes:,

"6s Calvin scpuratos tho effectual calling of tho Spirit
from the oalling througt tho wWord, snd teackes an absolute or
imtedlate oalling of tho oloote =lic teaoh that Ood oalls men
only through !iis uorde

. "7e Calvin teaches an irresistible oalling of the olcote
=W %ouon thut tho oalling of Gou is not irrosistible.

"8s Calvin's dootrine loaves man hi doubt, whothor the

908301 in intended for aime =Our dootrine assurcs averyone
vhat he i5 ealled unto Chrigte" 1) _!

1) Fe Huegele, loce olts, pe 98
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"SANGCTIFICATIOR"

Definition
%

Sanctification is hsre used in its narrower sense of Holy
life, ies, a 1lifo set apart and dedicated to God, It is the
inwverd spiritual transformation of the believer which follows
upon, and is inseparably comnected with, Justification., It is
the renswel and restitution of the divine image In the regenerate
by the operation of the Holy Spirit.

It is one of the things which characterize the Christian
and distinguish him from the world. The basic direction of the
mind end will, the motives of the Christlan's acts and strivings
are meent, and not en ebsolute sinlessness, a perfect sanctificatlon
in this life. God has chosen us before the foundetion of the |
world, and therefore there is to be a shapp contrast between
us and the children of the world, and thils contrest 1s to be
evidonced just in our manner of life, a life which should prove
that we are a holy, godly people, a people who, though in the

world, are not of the world.

But tals senctification is the third step in the executlon,
in time, of the eternal Decree of Election. -God willed 1%,
it van one purpose of Hls eternal ehoice,' to see and to have
a holy seed upon earth, He wanted to have a people who in this
untoward generation shine as lights and show forth godly
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Virtues and the praiscs of God.
Proof

le 'Ehc l “H ll'“ 7“" 1";"' i‘:_ "‘7"‘1 ;:olol"f ""'"""‘r"iccoo

kaddr ﬁlh z ﬁ-n-o 4&

"i7ho has blessed us with every klnd of spiritu:zl <A
blessing even as He hHas ohosen us."

All the spiritual blessings that come to us from our

heavenly Father in time are here traced back to His eternal

election. Une great spiritual blessing is sanctification, a
clean heart, This is therofore included when it is said thut-—J
all blessings of a spiritual nature are the product of our
election, 1t is at the same time also another step in the exe-

cution of God's eternal Decree of Fredestination.

Ze Ephie 1, 41 fivec  guie 4picwr wal Ypdpows parevdmrev
avred 11 epdwy o

"That we should be holy and blameless before Him in A

love,"

The infinitive in this passage, :E:_, is depondent on
the prececding 1{‘*5E¢r' and expresses purpose, One of the
very purposcs of our election, therefore, is that we should_‘
be holy and blaweless before God in love, that we should lead
a life of sanctification, . Thus, our peculiarly Christian, un=
worldly manner of life is stated to be a product and purpose
already in view in our Predestination It is another s tep in -J
bringing us to the final goal of heaven. First God brings us

to faith, then He works in our lives the necessary fruits of
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faith, a godly life. .ind whenever God does this He is only

carrying out, in time, an eternal decree to save uss

Do EEh- 1, D: tcoacc‘v “as s;p.:w for u'.‘!’rfl'd' 4

"Having prodestinated us to the adoption of sons." ]

The passage before us is a dependent clause, parallel to

the foregoing one, and like it also dependent on the main verb
:E');ﬁ"'° It therefore expresses a further purpose of the
Election. fhe Apostle might have used anothor infinitive con=
struciion here, but the partioipinl phrase, taking up again the
-'&M:'ﬁ-m in the synonym rp--f'e;&"’. makes for smoother reading.

Kote how clearly it is stated that we are chosen "unto sonship“;]

that is a purposc of our election, That we now stand in the
relation of children to God, children by adoption, we must
attribute to our eternal election. But this relationship of
children involves this also, that in us there be found something
of the manner and mind of our heavenly Father, that Cod's
holiness and God's love ble rérleoted in our life and conver-
sation, In this way sanctification is made directly dependent —}
on election., In producing a sanctified heart and life in us

God is carrying out, in time, the eternal Decree of Election

to salvation,

4. Ephe 1, &: ser swaeivev I%fﬂ rys Jderrer avreb

"Unto the praise of the glory of His grace."

This passage states formally the "finis ultimus®™ of our

-‘

election, namely, the glory of God, the praise of His grace.
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This must imply sanctification. KFor one, predestinated of God,
to lead an ungodly life would not be to God's glorys only the
8odly, sanctificd 1life can redown to the glory of Gode Thua, —
agaln sanciifiocation and prodestination are bound togother;

one Ilows from the others This it must do, for in sancti-
fioation God is merely carrying out in our lives .the purposes

0f the Zredestination.

Be Enh. ]_l 8: i‘_ ":‘w‘:v- copla  sed pfcvﬁu.
¥ 4 [4

"In all wisdom and understanding.® :1

The thought connection with the theme of the paragraph,
Predestination, is this: Paul has just said that our election
13 due to God's boundless grace, the same grace which offers
us the lorgiveness of sins in Christ Jesus, the same grace
which has given us the great spiritual gifts of "all wisdom and
understanding.™ In other words, these last mentioned gifts
also flow irom our election. 4’:‘"’2 e i practical wisdom, 1
discretion, insight. Now these gifts are absolutely indispen-
S8able to a life of sanctification or holiness. In this way
again sanctifioation is made a fruit of eternal elcotion, or,

we wnay say, the working out in time, of the eternal decree of

=

Election,.

6.. Eph.. 1, 123 zrr _i it Quar gir fwaivev 6?7: €otel :
"That we should be to. the praise of His glory.” .]

This statement is almost tho same as that in verse 6, only

it is more forceful for the purpose. in view. Above it was
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stated that olection had as one of i%s purposes "the praise of
the glory of His grace," and herc the thought of grace is not
Stated but the simple purpose, "to the praise of His glory."
We are.to glorify God in our lives; that is why we have been
elocted v malvation. Sanotification could not more forcefully
be reprosented as a fruit of predestination. Or, looking at
God's etornal plan, we might say that because He has chosen us
He now also leads us into a life of sanctification. That is

His way of carrying out tho etornal docreo.

In conformity with this teaching of Ephesians 1, we quote
only two of tho most striking passages from other portions of

seriptara.

7. 1 Pet. 1, 2:

"Elect according to the Tforeknowledge of God the Father:]
through sanctification of the Spirit,"

This passage tells us one phase of the execution of God's
eternal Decrec of Llestion. It was "through sanctification of
the Spirit." God carries out His plan or reosolution in this T
way that tho Christians are sanctified, separated from the world,
consecrated to Gode This work, in the majority of cases, was
begun in Holy Baptism, but is carried forward throughout the
believer's life, through the ageney of the Holy Spirit, who
lives in all Christians through faith, and oreates in them a

o

clean heart.




8« 1 Peta 2, 95 il

"But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood,
an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show
forth the praises of him who hath called you out of
darkness into his marvelous light."

This beautiful passage states sanotification, holiness
of life, as the purpose of our election. If this was God's
burpose in electing us, then it follows that by working sancti=-
fication in us through the Spirit He is carrying out that nur-
Dose, He is executing, in time, a decree concerning us which

He made in etornity. ; N
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- "PRESERVATION"

Definition

When we speak of preservation we mean the preservation o
@ Christvian in his saving faith unto thé end of his lifc. 3uch
breservaiion requircs the assistance of divine grace, yea, of
the omunipotent grace of God, we might say. This preservation
in our saving faitih until our death is the final step, on the
part oi God, in the exeoution of the divine Decree of Klection. )
That we are preserved in faith is again due %o cur election in
.eternity. God is now forced, so %o say, forced by His own pro-
uise, to keep us in the faith, becausc He has elected us, and
His ohoice is absolutely sure and irrevocable, mors uinlterable
than the laws oi iho liedes and ihe Fersians. In tiis sonse our
bregervaticn is due to eternal elcotion. Ve may also say that
our preservation in faith to final salvation is the last

purpogse of God's eternal election,
P;oof

[ ] .
&is e da e -v.

1, Ephe 1, 53 Teospirus  Yur
"Having predestinated us to adoption of sons."?]

One of the purposes of God's election was to make us His

children by adoption. We might call this the "finis interme-
dius™ of eleotion, as it refers to our station and calling here

on earth and not to our final glorification in heaven. Christ
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an goveyzvis 1a ths Son of God, partekinz of ths seme cssence
end nature with the Father., We Christiana are God's children,
not according to nature end essence, but eccording to effect,
by odoptlon, %e are children of God by faith in Christ Jesus,
Gal., 3, 26, But this relationship to God of children implies
thet we have the Inhoritance coming to children of God, nemely,
£inal selvation. "And if childrom, then holrs." 1) Although
es yet we do not experlence the full enjoyment of our heavenly
home, still we are, even now, in actual possession of the in=-
heritance, we are the rightful heirss, But in order that we . .
might some day oenjoy fulness of joy God must preserve us in .
the saving falth unto the end. Thus, election, which is re=-
sponsible for our sonshlp, 1s also'responsible for our pre=
servation. God works out His Decree of Election in time not
only by bringing us to faith and sanctification, but also,

and necessarily so, by keeping us in. falth to the end.

2, Ephy 1, 63 sls iraivey  Jefys oy Kedeme sored
"Po the pralse of the plory of His grace."
This passage was discussed above as indicating one of the
purposes of God!s election. From it the deduction was made
that therefore the elect child of God wes bound to lead a. godly

9

lifes Here we mai:e the further deduction that 1f we are elected
unto the preise of the glory of God's grace, then we must also :
be kept by God in faith unto the end, for 1f we, the oledt,

were finally not saved, it would not be to the pralse of the
glory of God's grace. Thus, preservation, as much as the fore- J

1) Rom' 8' 17



€olng eonveraion and sanctification, is a vital, necessary step

in the execution, in time,.of God's eternal Decree of Election,

3« Evhe L 078 ;'x-,uv v xwedvrewerny  JA  red diparos wirtes
I‘

"\W/e have the redemption through llis blood." 3|

The thought connection of this passago is this:; in the
same Christ in Yhom we have been elected we now possess the re-
demption through His blood. The tense of the verb is present, _
denoting present possession. The essence of the rédemption, 2
as 3%, raul states in the next phrase, is the forgiveness of
8ins, and this we pussess now. This is in cunsequence of our
eternal election, and marks the beginning of our eternal re-
Warde Though we possess eternal salvation only in part, we
nevertheless possess it actually, and now. The whole conneetion-l
ghows th:t this is again the result of our eternal election,
or the working out, in time, of the Decree of Election in

-eternity. . )

o ’
4, Ephs 1, 11: eI yuty wooepeordivris wopd meslicev
vd % wiviu  Eviepovv TS

"ie werc chosen, hz;ving beon predestinated according ‘1
to the purpose of Him who works all things."

.This is a characteristic of God, that He ia & T mivr«
5"‘:1:" « MlMan sots out to do many things, but does not ac-

complish all that he undertakess But ’;hat God has set out, ]

to do, that He aoo:;mpl:l_.shea in its @ntirety, that le carries
through in spite of all obstacless The purpose of God cannot
fail or bo overthrown. What God has determined upon and what




He wigshed to have ooour, that must f£inally reach its purpose

and goal. and this applies specifically to the purpose of

our election and foreordination. Those whom God has elected

and foreordained will certainly, without fail, reach the goal

of their election. For the God who ohose them to eternal sal-
vation is the God who works all things, who is almighty, and

who therefore is altogether able .to bring them to their destined
goal. This means that God must preserve thom in their saving =
faith unto the end, and this He will not fail to do. PFreger-
vation must follow upon eleotion; it is the final step in the

execution, in time, of the eternal decree of Gods

He Enh. 1, 12: eis _r_-‘_ eivae ‘1}'-:: 22 Tmwarvev Jo‘Eﬁ -u.ar'-:.
"Dhat we should be to the praise of His glory." 1

This is the purpose of our election, this is the end 1%

has in view, namely, the exaltation of the glory of God, From

this purpose, however, our preservation must rollow,' for God's

glory is at stake. He ocannot allow that glory to be dimmed;
He will thercfore keep in the faith those whom He has chosen
for His glory. In this way He will carry out the deoree made

&)

in eternity, ' _ N |

6o Ephe 1, 13. 14; erppagiedyrs cp mvespare ----,_f."'.).,zl_..-‘f 1)
85 _arrwv < we $ ;.\ﬂ‘o!‘&{ﬂ. :ihuﬁv. gis_ .aws il X734
T rgc:m:,'rcug '
"You were sealed by the H01{ Spirit, iho is the ear-
nest of our inheritance, unto the redemption of His
own possession.” . J

This passags oon'st:l.tu:te the "loous olassicus" of this -
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seotion of the Letter on preservation as related to predes-
tination. We shall comsider first the words, "You weres sealed
by the Holy 3Spirit."™ After the.loly Ghost has worked faith in
%he heart through the Vord of truth He makes His abode in the
believer's heart,. Through the preaching of faith we have re-
oeived the Holy Ghost as our own. And of this Holy Spirit, who
now dwells in us, it is sald that we are sealed by Him. He
Himgelf is a Seal which God has inpressed upon use.

"lian drueckt dem sein Siegel auf, was man fuer.sein er-
klaeren will in Gogensatz zu fromden Anspruche, oder was man
Vor fremden laenden sicherstellen und unverletzt wissen will,
oder endlich wozu man'sich bokennen will, um .es fuer fremde
iugen zu begluaubigen. Hier faellt dies alles in.eins zusamiien.
Aber du die Besicgolung ein innerlicher Vorgang ist, so ist es
Zunaoccihst der Empfaenger des Gelstes selbst, welcher durch
degsen iitteilung vergewissert wird, dass er Gotte angohoere
und nicht dem ¥uersten dieser Welt, und dass er Gottes eigen
bleibon, nicht dem Vorderben dieser ielt, anheimfallen soll,"
Hofmann., 1) .

Yes, the Spirit of God, which is in.us, gives us the W
assurance, and that.is divine nartainhy; that we belong. to
God, ‘already.from etornity, and that we remain God's own, since
God certainly will not leave His possession, or surrender it
to another. And while the Spirit assures us of this, Heat
the same timé-seeé to it, that we do remain God's own, in that
He guards us from evil, from the world and its princes, and
keeps us steadfast in Nis Word and faith unto our end. "Der J
Geist ist also.nicht mur als Kennzeichen des Christen, sondern
als die ihn bis zu Ende bewahronde Hacht gedacht. " Haupt. 2)
The Holy Ghost preserves us to the salvation which has been‘

promiged us in the Gospel by thist. to which we were chosen

1) Quoted in 3toeckhardt, lipheserbrief, p. 78 £
2) Quoted in Stoeckhardt, Epheserbrief, p. 79




= 88 =

already from the begimning, In this way God executes in time

the Dooree of Predestination, formed in eternity.

This thought is reinforced by the words, "Who is the ear-
nest (guarantee) of our inheritance, to the redemption of KEis
owa possession.” Here again the notion of childhood is up- __
bermost, Children are also heirs. rfrom eternity God has ore 1
dained us to be children, Christ by His bloody merit has won
the right of childhood for us, and through faith we have entered
upon the position of children. And now wh;t we stlll wait and
hope for is the inheriténce, the heavenly inheritance, the
heavenly glory., But the Apostle does not express himself in
this way, that we shall at gome future time receéive our in-

heritance, some far distant time come into possession of it,
M

L ]

but, because in the whole sectionlhe is speaking abontiour
present Christianity, and is d;soribing its present blessing,
he stresses that in and with the loly Ghost, which we have
dlready received, we have, as it were, the earnest or pledge
money, the gu#iant;e. of the éuturu inheritance. Thus, the -l
Holy Ghost not only preserves us for the eternal inheritance,
but in and with tho Holy Ghost who is from the other world,
We alrcady possess the earnest money of the future world.
Therefore, the full consummation, the full harvest, will cer-
tainly not be wanting, Ve aﬁe God's own possession, and at
the last day this possession shall be redeemed, released from
all the cares and sorrows oi' this present time. Then we shall
take full possession of our completed and perfect salvation,
Thig is the greut goal toward whioch the Holy S5Spirit is leading
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us, and for which lio is preserving us.s That was the great
burpose of God's etornal election, and therefore.in His pre-
servation of us in the faith He is even now carrying out that

eternal deocraa,.

7« Rome 8' a0:

"ioreover whom He did predestinate, them lle also
culled; and whom He called, them He also Jjustified;
and whom He Jjustified, them He also glorified." A

In this passage we have a remarkable presentation, step

1

by step, of the way in which God ocarrics out His eternal Decree
of Election, TIirst lle formed the Decree of Fredestination. 1
This took place in eternity, and consisted in the choosing of

& cortain number of certain persons for etornal salvation. A
Then God turned to the execution, in time, of this eternal de-
oree. .ccording to our passage, ile called those whom ile had
prodestinated, that is, He brought them to faith in Christ asiﬂ
their Savior, and as soon as they appropriated Christ and His
merits by fuith, God justified them, that is, declared them

Just in Ilis sight, And now St. Paul says of thé persons so d
predestinated and justified, bhat God also glorificd them, that
is, bestowed on them the full glory and joy of heaven. This
last aot, of course, still lies in the future, but ao.suﬁe and
oertain is it that St. Paul speaks of it as already accomplished.
He uses the perfoct tense. 1t is as though he were arguing:
"Just as surely as the first steps in the execution of God's
eternal Decreec of Eleotion have been accomplished, so surely

shall also the final act be acoomplished,"™ Our presorvation to )
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Salvation, in oconsoquence of our election, could not be stated

more eﬁphatiaally.

8. ilark 13, 20, 22:

"And oxcept that the Lord had shortenecd those days,

no flesh should be saved; but for the elects' sake,
whon ile hath chosen, e hath shortened the days. For
false Christs and false prophets shall arise, and shall
show signs and ‘wonders, to.seduce, if it were possible,
even the elect," N L

)

 mmasmi

In His eschatological discourse, our Lord is pioturing the
last times in the history of the world, Those days shall be
perilous, Ifilled with wickedness, so much so that God Himself,
out of loving regard to those whom he has ghosen, shall shorten
them. Ono especially serious threat to the salvation of the
elect shall be the false Christs who shall perform signs and
. Wonders in their efforts to seduce the eléot. But this is ime
Possible; they cannot sucoceed in this. And why not? Because
God Himgelf will keep and uphold them in the faith. God has
predestinated them to eternal s;lvation, and He will also pre-
gerve them to salvation, and so carry out the deoree which He

made in eternity.

"And we know that all things work together for good to
them that love God, to them who are the called ac-

.goxrding to His purpose.”
This passage is taken from Sts Paul's matchless eighth

chapter to the Romans., . All things, he says, and that is in-
olusive of everything thut happens in a Christian'’s life, work

9. Rom, 8, 28: : - ~\]
J
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togethor for good to them that love God, and thesc are more
olosely defined us they who are the oalled according to God's
purposes In other words, in the caso of the elect, all things 7
work together for good. Now the greatest good that can pos-
8ibly come to the eleot is the realization of the goal of their
election, or the fulfilment of their elcotion. This is de- _,
finitely promised to the elesct in this pasangeJ It 1s God who
promises this to them, for God it is who will preaervé them in
8aving fuith unto the end, and so actually carry to its final

eonclusion in their lives His Keternal Decrec of Election.

10. Luke lﬁ, 7. 8:

“And shall not God avenge lis own eleot, which ory day
and night unto Him, though lie bear long with them?
I tell you that He will avenge them speedily."”

This passage is taken from the Lord's parable of the Unjust

Judge, who finally grantei the poor widow's request because of
her importunity. The point is that if this unjust jJudge, to

get rid of this importunate widow, granted her request and came
%o her aid, how much more shall God come to the aid of His own

eleot, God, who loves them, yea, wno loved them in eternity and

chose them for salvation. God will hear their ory and will _\

help them in all time of need, especially in their spiritual

needs, for He has chosen them from eternity and will not fail =
- |

to execute, in time, that. etornal decrees

1l. 1 ‘"hess. b, 24:

IFaithful ia he $hat calleth you, who will also do il
0"-
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This short passage is. very striking. IHereour preservation 1
in falth is made a matter of Cod's faithfulness. God it was
who oalled us, who brought us to faith, and now for God not
%0 keep us in the faith, and so accomplish the yurpose of Ilis
call, would be a breach of faithfulnesas, unthinkadle in the
gase of God. He must, for liis very faithfulness' sake, ac- _/
Gomplish that for which He oallsd us, namely, our eternal sal-
vation. This means that He will preserve us in the faith unto

the enG.

12. latt. 24, 31:
. "And Ho shall send His angels with a great sound of a ]

trumpet, and thoy shall gather together iiis elect from
the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.”

Our Xord, in these words, gives us a glimpse into the grand
8oone on the Day of Resurrection. Chrisi, the returning Judge,
shall send His angels to gather together the elest. Those wau
have already fallen asleep shall firat he raised; and whose who
arc still alive at His coming shall be assembled with them.

All shall be brought to the feet of Christ, to enter with Him
into the etornal manaions. 1t is distinotly stated that these
are the eleot, those whom God has chosen from eternity. The
Seene desoribed tukes place on the *_‘uat Day, In other words,

r°n that dzy it will be evident that God has perfeoctly carried o
out and executed His eternal Decree of Election: those whom

He chose before the foundation of the world He will have

called,. justifiod, and kept in the faith either until their

death or until liis own glorious return to earth. )




- 93 =

13, liabt. 25, 34: _
"Then shall the King say unto them on His right hand,
Come, ye blessed of !y Father, inherit the kingdom
proparod for you Ifrom the foundation of the world.™
These are tho words which the Judge, Jesus Christ, shall
Speak to those on His right, those who are to share His eternal
glory. lie tells Yhem .to come and inherit the kingdom prepsred
for them from the foundation of the world. It was prepared
brecisely for them, because from eternity they were the ones
whom He ha¢ chosen for such heavenly bliss. Here, then, we see )
God's Deoree of Mleotion, fully executeds He has not only pre=-
destinanted them to salvation, but in time He has oreated fai th
in their hearts and has kept thom in this faith unto the end.

Henee, at Ilis return He can welcoma them into the realms of

glory, iiis cternal purpose accomplished. __J

14, Fs. 3B ll: . j
{

"The counsel of the Lord standeth forever, the
tiloughts of His heart to all generations."

What God has determined upon must stand; it must come “to
rass, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken it. So also with
His eternal Decree of Eleétion; it must come to pass, for the
mouth of the Lord has spoken :l.t.‘ This means that those who
have been chosen and brought to faith will most assuredly be
"kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation.” 1) )
The truth and beauty o tho Lutheran dootrine will become
apparent when it is contrasted with the false views held by that

e T S TR

1) 1 Pete 1, 5
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vast body of Reformed Churches which follow the lead of Calvin,
also on the matier of perseverance and certainty of election.

0f the elect Calvin teaches thut once they have been converted
Shey can never fall from grace. His maxim is:; "Once in grace,
always in grace." e says:. Mic dony, however,they (the eleot)
may be afflicted, that they ever fall ard depart from that
certain confidence which they had conceived in divine meray.™ ]ﬂ
Again:

"llor 1s it to be doubted, that whon Christ intercedes for
all the elect, He prays for them the same as for Feter, that
Sholr fnith nay nover fail. Henoe we conolude that they. are
beyond all danger of falling away, because the intercesszions
of %he Jon of God for their persaverance in piety have not
becn rejected, What did Christ intend we should learn from

this but confidence in our perpetual security, since we have:-
Once been introduced into the number of His people?" 2)

The Lutheran Church indeed teaches that of the eleot none |
oan finally be lost, for God's pﬁrpose "gcannot fail or be over-
thrown.'" I:'E' elect persons do fall away, they turn to repen-
%ance again, like David and Peter. Bubt we do not teach that
eleot persons, when once converted, oan no longer fall, but

we hold that eleot persons may, and often do,- temporarily

fall from grace. "Here a:;'a condenned such as teach,: that

those who nuve once been justified, cannot fall again.™ )

The Lutheran Church, however, abhors the dootrine that such
bersons could be God's beloved children and still despise the

means of grace and live in sins,

"Hany'receive the Word with joy, but afterwards fall awayj

1) Calvin, op. oit. vol. I, pe 507
2) calvin, op. cit. vol, II, p. 186
3) Augsburg Conf., Art. XII
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again,' Luke 8, 13, But the cause is not as though God were
Wnwilling to grant grace for perseverance to those in whom i

He has begun the good work,'! for that is contrary to St. i ,! A
Paul, Phil, l, 6; but the cause is that they wilfully turn Y l‘ N
away again from the holy commandment, grieve and embitter the ' ~
Holy Ghost, implicate themselves again in the £ilth of the

world, and garnish again the habitation of the heart for the

devil. With them the last state is worse than the first." 1) ) /

Hence the difference in dootrine is tais; T\

"l. Calvin teaches that in conversion the elect are
brought into a condition which exeludes the possibility of
falling in this 1ifc. :

"We teach that not in, bub only after this life the elect
are in a condltion which excludes the possibility of falling.

"Z. Calvin teaches that the elect always remain children
of grace, even though after conversion they despise the tiord
.0f God and walk in the service of sin.

M"ie teach that all who despise God's Word and walk in
8in, hence also the eleot, when and so long as they do this,
are chilaren of wrath. -

"3. According to Calvin's dootrine the righteous who
turns from his righteousness shall not die.

"According to our dootrine the righteous who turns from
his righteousness shall die." 2) J/

Regarding the certainty of election, Calvinism teacl}e
an absolute certainty, and yet a certainty of sensible ex-
berience, while Lutheranism teaches a certainty of faith.
While the Calvinist bases his cortainty on his heart's ex-

perience, the Lutheran bases his certainty on the liord of Godj

Thus Calvin, deriving his doctrine of an absolute
oertainty (i.e., a certainty which is independent of the means

of grace) of election from the dootrine of an effectual calling

e aTAT———————

14 art. XI, Form. Con. (Com. Trigls., p. 10%7)
2) F. Kuegele, loc. oit., p. 137




and an ing#missible grace, says: "Few, therefore, are chosen
out of a multitude that are oalled, but not with that ocalling

by which we say believers ought to judge of their election.” 1)
Thus, he says believers ought to Judge of their eleotion
by their etfectual calling. But how, according to Calvin,
does this "efrectual ealling" distinguish itself from the cal-
ling through the Word which is common %o all? This is how he
distinguishos botween common faith and full assurance faith:
"But very different is the meaning of "full assurance’
é“I‘E"‘"‘"" which is always attributed to faith in the
oriptures, and which places the goodness of God that is
Glearly revealed to us beyond all doubt. But this cannot take

lace, unless we have a real senge_and experience o0 ]
Sweetness in ourselves. " 2 3
So, then, the final mark is, a man is to judge of his 1

election by "a real sense and experience of the :sweetness
of God's goodness." Calvin bases the cart_a;l.nty of election
on the experiences of man's hearte. But what stability can
the feelings und sensations of the heart afford? The Sorip-
tures say; "The heart is deceitful above all things, and

f

d°9PGrat§1y wioked," 9)

The Lutheran Church does not base the certainty of elec-
tion on such an uncertain foundation. It teaches that the

Christian derives his ocerta.nty of election and salvation from

the Word of God. e hold with the Apostle;

"{le have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we
made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ, but were eye=-witnesses of liis majesty. And this voice
which came from heaven we' heard, when we were with Him in
the holy mount. We have also a more sure word of prophaocy.™ 4)

I} UaIvin, op. oit., Vol. II, pe 187
2) Calvin, ops oite, Vol, I, ps 505
8) Jer. 17, 9 .

4) 2 Pet. 1, 16,18,19

o -
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Our Church confesses;:

"In reference to thia point we should not judge according
to our reason, or to the Law, or to any external appearance;
nor should we attempt to serutinize the concealed, the hidden
depths of divine eredetinut:lon. but we should attend to the
revealed will oi God. ¥or He has made known unto us the
nystery of lis will, and brought it to light through Christ
that it might bve proached, " 1? This is the type of certainty
which we +teach:

—1

"In order that the hearts of persons may ontertain a ’
consolation ani a hope, which are real and infallible, we Hy
refer them, as raul does, to the divine promises of grace in
Christ, and teach them that they must believe that God grants
then eternal lifc, not on account of their work:a or the ful=-
filmont of the Law, but for the sake of Christ." 2)

3

Hlence the differonce of dootrine may be sumuarized thus;
"l. Calvin teaches an absolute certainty of eleotion; q
we teacli a certainty of faith., -

"€+ Calvin bases the certainty of salvation of the ex~
perience of the Christian; we base the certainty of salvation
on the divine iiord of promisa. '

"3 Calvin's dootrine is certainly productive of fana-

ticism; our dootrine confines men in tho limits of the written
Word of God."™ 3}

In closing this section oh predestination, we might point
out that. as :m the ‘eternal Decree of Election all thoughts of =
"intuitu fidei" must bo excluded, so in the exescution, in,

time, or that etarnal decree, all human merit and cooperation
must be ruled out. In each éep, in' justification, in con=

version, in sanctification, and in preservation, it is God, and

God alone, who is responsible for the successful completion

=)

of the purposes of predesiinations
In concluding this treatise on Predestination, we shall

T S S,

1) Nelfe, 24 eds, ps 714 .
2) Ibid., p. 184 ;
3) F. Xuogele, 100, cite, pa 144 d
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discuss the incorreect and the correct uses of this doctrine.

The dootrine of Zredestination is not put %o-its right-

ful and intended use -when it is made the source of curious —

and doubting questions. We shall consider three of theaé.

1. How can I be certain that I am included among the :]
8lect? Very often a Christian, when he is especially ‘consoious
Of his sins and shortcomings, will feel that he.l aftor all,
could not possibly be included among God's eledt. That even | il
Christians at times should become doubtful of their elestion - '
need noi surprise us, for, as Luther says, they have Satan
about them constantly, who with his lying and murdering, will
let them have no neave within or withouts But such Christians A
are not makinz the proper use of the dootrine of Xlection.

Rathor, they are abusing it, They will have to be showun its

proper use., “hile this will be taken up under the proper use

of the doctrine of Eleotion, we might at this point quote the il
Formula of Concord on the question under considerations
Article XI presents the false reasoning on this point in the T
following terms;

"If, however, I am not f:lireknown, it helps me nothing :
anyway, even though I would ocoupy myself with the Word, repent, 2
believe, ete.; for I cannot hinder or change God's fore- i : ;
knowledgze." 1) ' ) &

To this Tfalse delusion and thought we should oppose the
following clear argument, which is sure and cannot fail,
namely: Since all Seripture, givon:by inspiration of God, is
to serve, not for seocurity and impenitence, but for 'reproof,

for correction, for instruction in righteousness,' 2 Tim.
8, 16; also, since everything in God's Word has been prescribed

S ————————————— :
1) Ops oit., p. 1067
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f° us, not that we should thereby be driven to despair, btut
that wo, through patience and comfort of the.Scriptures, might
have hope,' Rome 15, 4, therefors it is without any doubt in
N0 way the sound senso or right use of the doctrine concerning
the eternal foreknowledge of God that either imponitence or
despair should be occasioned or strengthened thereby. Acgor=
dingly, the doeriptures teach this dootrine in no other way
than to direct us tiereby to the Word, Eph. 1, 13; 1 CGor. 1,
73 exhort to repentance, 2 Tim. 3, 16 urge to godliness,
Eph, 1, 14; Join 15, 3; strengthen faith and.assure us of our
salvation, Eph, 1, 13; John 10, 27 f.; 2 Thesse. 2,.13 f." 1)

2, lWthat about the others? We are no better than othera;—\
%he others are no worse than we. why, then, has %od, who
wai:ta all men to be saved, chosen us before othors? This
is the old rationalistic question: "Cur allii, allii non?"
"Cur nos prae alliis?" "Cur non omnes?"® - _J
Now this question arises, not out of eoncern for the )
Soul's alvation; but from curiosity. It is an ilmpertinent
question. And to such inquisitive, impertinent questions
Soripture, which reveals to us -onl,v what is necessary for us,
only what will promote our salvation, gives no answer. The
apostoli;a instruction, Eph, 1, 3=14, is direoted tuv Christians,
treats oniy of the eleot and the salvation of the alect,
and suys not one word about the others and the fate of the
others. ind in another place, Rome 9-11, the .npos.t'le raul
‘exprely Tobbids the Christians to inquire into the “causa
diseriminis™ and the "discretio personarum,® including them
among the things whioch God has purposely hidden from us. And
humble Christians will at once let themselves be guided and

1) Conel. Trigl., p. 1067
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'_'111 S8uppress all inquisitive questions, as soon as they

&rise in'their hearts.

The question, "Cur nos prée aliis" givos rise to all
80rts of roflections and deductions. Those who give thoir
thoughts free rein here reason about.as follows: That we
Christians believo the Gospel, that we have been made children
Of God through faith and were then sealed with the Holy Ghogt
Who also preserves us from falling away, that, we are told, is
the result and product of eternal eleotion. From thia there
Tollows; i7 others do not believe the Gospel or fall away
again and are Linally logt, the reason must be sought in thig,
that hore the oternal background is lacking, that God passed
Yhem by in Kis choosings For had God chosen them, they
also would have come to faith and been savede It is pure,
6arnal reason which makes such deductions and conclusions,
reason that with unwashed hands handles and maltrcats the

nysteries of God,

The passages of Seripture which treat of election, as el
Ephe 1, do not supply the faintest justification for such re-
flections, but speak only of the election of grace, of the
eterna)l divine decree, which had as its object the chogen
ohildren of God. They do not even remotoly imply any kind of
divine decree -or any purposeiul neglect on God's part as the
"oausa adeguata” of the unbelief and damnation of the many who

are lost. And in other places the Soripture teaches expressly




that unbelief, defeotion, and damnation have their causes in
han himself, are the fault of man himself, and that God has
neglected nothing, and has left nothing undone, to save also

.

those who will not lot themselves be saveds

That, nevertheless, there is still a gap for our reason:‘
We Will not deny. The real mystery in the dootrina of eleo-
%1lon exists because Holy Scripture does not explain why "some
are strusk Ly the Law and others are not struck, so that the

former receive the proffered grace and the latter reject

1t,m 1) mysg mystery the true Christian believer does not try
%o solve since 1% belongs to God's ungearchable Judgments and
1llis ways which are past f£inding out, Rom, 11, 3%-36« The so- J
lution of synergism (denial of "sola gratia”) and of Calvinism
(denial of ™universalis gratia”) are both directly opposed to
Soripture. fTherefore the Christian keeps all his thouzhts on
%he doctrines of etornal election, conversion, and salvation
within the revealed teaching of Seripture: He who is saved is
saved alone by grace; he who is lost perishes through his own

‘mhelief' HOB. 13’ 9. . J

3. What about the temporary believers, those wno bolieve
for a time and then fall away and are finally lost? While
they_.bel:lave. are they elect? If so, how could they possibly
fall away? And if we say that not all believers are elect,

then how can we ever be sure who is and who is not eleat?

1) Luther, Ste L., XVIII, 1794 £, 1960 f




This is again a quostion of carnal curiosity, an inquisitive
Quesiion. 'fhose who worry about such matters are again abusing
%he doctrine or predestination, and are missing altogether its

intendeq and salutary purpose.

In the Apostolic letters the expressions “eléct."
"saintg,n "beloved,™ "ohosen ones” are used promiscuously.
And in our Lutheran Confesaions tt-m titles "elect™ and "Chris-
%lana,” "Childron of God™ ave Ii'reely interohanged. This is
identifying the Christians with the elact.. Whenever SQripture
8peaks of tha oloot, bhose whom God beforehand has predestined
and determined, we are always to think of the believing
Ohristians and to inelude ourselves in the mumber of the chosene _J
And wheriever seripture speaks of the Christiuna, the believing
oilldren of God, we are to identify these with the elect. OFf |
Oourse, only t:uose are the predestinated onmes who abide in
faith unto the end and who are finally glorifiede But Soripture
regards and describes the believors throughout as persons whose
beraanent characteristio is raith and who also attg:ln to the
80al of falith, the soul's salvation. And so ILuther, in the
explanation of the third article, defines the Christian Church
or the Communion of saints or believers as "the whole Christian
Chureh" whioch the Holy Gho.at Woalls, gathers, enlightens, and
Sanotifies, and keeps with Jesus Christ in the one true faith,”_|
To be sure, exgez-ienoe teaches that many who have ccme to
faith, sooner or later ‘again fall away. And Soripture warns

earnestly against defeotion and speaks also of temporary




believers, But, as Dr, 3toeckhardt has said,

"Was von den Zeitglaeubigen zu halten ist, das steht auf
8inem andern Blatt der Bibel geschrieben, das ist eine Wahrheit
fuer sich, das sollen wir nicht in die Sohriftaussagen von der
Wahl der Kinder Gottes zum ewigen Leben einmengen, die eben

;"‘)‘1' vVon don Personen handeln, die da glaubon und selig werden. "

Thus, by "believers" Seripture means the "finaliter
oredentes," o spoocial stress is lald upon those who for a
%ime fa3l away, but then come to faith again, Tnese too, of
oourse, when their wiole life from the moment of conversion to
the hour of death is taken into consideration, must be termed
"believers.” For whon they turn again to God, their former
falling and turning aside is no longer remembered. ‘hen s::r:lp-\‘ |

ture Bays, "Whosoever believeth, =<r recresar , ghall be

saved," then evidently with the =& § weeriiiv is meant the

Pornanent relation to Christ, in which the man is found just

8% that time when the last sentence is pronounced, when sal-
vation or damnation is determined upon. When we confess, that
God will upon the last day raise up me and all the dead and
€ive unto me and all believers in Christ eternal life, we

think of all those who lived in faith and who also died in
faith, Thus, whenever Seripture deseribes the believers, it —|
Oharacterizes them as such who live and die in faith.

Irue, Soripture speaks also of temporary believers, of )
those who believe for a time and then fall away, fall away
"f:lnalitar," and are lost. The temporary believers really be=
lieve, have inner communion with the Lord, as long as they be-
lieve. There actually are people who have tastead the good word

M
1) Stoeckhardt, Ephegerbrief, p. 85




Of the Lord, and tho power of the world to come and who still
fall away. Heb, 6, B, 6, This 1s fact, according to Sorip=-
Yure. But it is contrary to Seripture to divide "the believers" J
into two olasses, such as believe to %he end and are gaved,

and such as believe only for a time and then fall away and are
finally damned. 1t is wrong to reason thus; "l, The 'finaliter
oredentes,' 2., The temporary believers. Sum total; all be-
lievers.” It is wrong to put the believing ohildren of God

and the tomporary believers in one class, to construe the notion
of faith from tho temporary believers, and "a priori"™ to inject
into it the Dossibility of defection. Of course, every Chris- 1
vian still has the flesh with him and must therai‘ére always

be on his guard, th:t he does not yield to the flesh and lose
the 3pirit. But the believer as believer knows of no apostacye.
A failth is unthinkable whioh could ever and completely, for
ever, ceuse. True faith is cortainty, certainty of present

and future salvation, a certainty which never deceives. e
Value the Seriptural statements regarding the temporary be-
lievers. They scrve as examples of warning to us. But never
will we let the temporary believers instruct ua on the nature

of faith, or how we should belicve. Temporary believers are

not inoluded in the term "all bellevers,™ and thereft;ra ten-

Dorary believers do not belong to the elect. o4

On these last two questions, our position is stated in
the Eleventh Artiole of the Formula of Conoord, While it re-
cognizes the logical chasm, it does not try to bridge it.
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Instead, 1t goes only as far as Soripture goes, and_lays down

two fundamental prinoiples.

First, God wishes all men %o be saved (gratia universalis).

"For all 'praparation for condemnation is by the devil and
m‘“’,& through sin, and in no respect by god, who does not wish
%hat any man be damned; how, then, should He Himself prepare
ANy man for condemnation?....And as God does not will sin, and

8 no pleasure in sin, so'He does not wish the doath of the

8inner either,' mzek. 33, 11, nor has He pleasure in his con-
demnation, rFor He is no% willing 'that any whould perish, but
that all should come to repentance,' 2 Pets 3, 9." 1)

3esond, man perishes through his own wickedness. "But
the roason why not alliwho hear it believe, and some are thore-
fore condemned the more doeply is not because God has begrudged

them their salvation; but it is their own fault," 2)

The logical hiatus which still exists our Confessions
make no elfort to bridge because Seripture itself is gilent

on the matter.

But let us turn, finally, to the correct and intend;ad.
use that Christians should make of the doctrine of Eleotion.
The greut and wonderful purpose for whioh God has revealed "\
%his dootrine to us is for the comfort uontained therein, and
1t 1is only when the Christian recognizes this and derives
from this teaching the consolation it has to offer that he is
making ppoper use of it. The dootrine of Predestination is

meant for Christians and is calculated to encourage and streng-

e —

1) Gon, Trigl., p. 1089
2) Op. oit., p. 1089

£ sty
e ]

i
LY

E




S RS S -

T

then Christians in their faith, It is really a highly con=
forting truth. The whole section, Ephs 1, 3-14, is & doxology, 2

SN @ ety -

Pralsing the wonderful grave and mercy and blessings of God.

Everything that we read here is sweet Gospele Elsewheres, as

in Row. 8, 2 Thess. 2, 1 Pets 1, the dootrine of predestination f
18 applied as coufort in oross, sulfering, and persecution. 'v‘
In the Epistlo to the Ephesians the sufferings of the Christians
18 not the point of views At all times, in good as well as f

in evil duys, Christians need the comfort and the strengthening '
whlch thig teaching affords them. :

The secret of the comforting power of the doctrine of Bl
Election lies in this that the Christian can and should be
‘absolutoly sure of his own eleotion to salvation. Thus in
Ephe 1, the Apostle does not speak in general of the eleot,
whom God has chosen, but speaks of "we," "us,”™ "you,” and in
these terms deseribes and rogards the chrl.ut:la_na as the elect.
If one can say to himself: I am a Christian, then he should
also know and balievé, that he is a chosen one. But in Eph. .|
1 Paul determines more olosely, wherein Christianity oonsiaiis,
and what we as Christians are and haves And these d.tst:lngglsh:lng
marks of Christianity are consequently also the marks and
proofs of predestiination. The eleventh article of the Formula
of Concord, in a lengthy treatise, treats the question of how
the individuals can recognize and be certain that they belong
%o the number of the elect, and refers there also to Eph. 1, |

8ince here it is shown that God leads His eleot on the way to
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salvation and had determined to lead them in no other way

-

other than the well known way ‘to salvation. To those whom

God has chooen for Himself from oternity He allows the tord

R i

%0 be preached in time, namely, the Gospel, them He brings to
faith, them Ho gives grace and justifies through Christ, them

e

Ho sanctifies through faith, and makes wise for all good,
them He presorves in faith. In consequence of this each

Christian should gpeak and conolude as follows: Trbe, I am

o —————

8 Poor sinner, worthy of no grace, btut I believe on Jesus Christ,
Who has redeemed me with His blood, in whom I have grace and

forgiveness of sins; through Christ I am a ohild of God, and

now I pursue, even though in great woeakness, sancﬁiﬂcation; it
18 my true endeavor, to walk in a manner pleasing .to .God ny
heavenly rather. %hercfore I belong to the elect, for Juat
these are the distinguishing marks of the elect, Our whole
Present status as Christians is in accord with‘ the exeoution

0f Cod's eternal Decree of Election. This thought runs through L8 i
the wiole scetion, Eph, }, 3-14. lence, I can rightly reason
. Irom the effect back to the cause, To be sui'e, the marks of = ik

Christianity Just' mentioned, rep'untenoa. faith, sanctification,

1iXe in the subjective field. . And now in hours of severa
affliotion the whole inner 1ife of faith is shaken. -.ind then
often the inncr marks of election are nob reoogniz'abla. Spi-
'I'itual affliction consists in Just this, that earnest Christians
scem to become mistaken about their faith, they begin to doubt

Whether their faith is i-eally genuine. The consciousness of
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their ghildhoovd beoomes darkened, they fear thut their obe-
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dience, thoir platy is mere sham and deceit. Bubt at such times,
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when the "notae internae electionis" no longer seem to be valid,
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the apostie bointis in Ephe 1 to the '."nota externa," to the Word

g

of tru.th, to the Gospel of our salvation, that is high above : !

all subjective experiences, all quakings nnd sentiments of
the human heart » all foolings and emotions of the Uhristianm.

Those whonm Gog has chosen :l.‘or. Himself from eternity, they, in

oonsequence of that choice, are granted to hear the Gospel. J

The Zksbeurros v u.’I... in Eph.-l.. 1% is mentioned beside and
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before the rirclr<vrer ag g gpecial favor of God, £lowing

from oternal forcordination. I can and should, thorefore,
adcording to the Apostle's intination, conclude as followss

Hero is the Gospel of Christ with its precious promises, the |\
universal promises of grace, that apply in the case of all,

%0 whom they belong, and hence to me also. -That is ‘also the _ .
Gospel of ny salvation, that assures me, that I shall be saved.
And what 1t promises is most certainly trues The Gospel is
the Yiord of truih. 'i'he. Gospel, the Vord of truth, I hear with

My ears. Herc I hear, and can read it with my eyes, that God
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wants me to be saved. And so 'thera can be no doubt about ite=

1 am one of the elect, 'J

P

Well may we conclude with the words of the Formula of
Concord on the salutary us.e of the dootrine of Zlection.

"Horeover, this doctrine gives no one a cause either for
despondenoy or for a shameless, dissolute life, namely, when
men are taught that they must seek eternal elestion in Christ
and lis Holy Gospel, as in the Book of Life, which excludes no
penitent sinner, but beckons and calls all the posr, heavy=-
laden, and troubled simners %o repentance and the knowledge

B e cn e gy e
v Ty -
A T B Tt

i
S =

o aren RS EATSIE




of their gins and to faith in Christ, and promises the Holy

Ghost for purification and renewal, and thus gives the mos ¥
onduring consolation to all troubled, afflicted men, tiatb

they know that their salvation is not placed in thoir own

hands, - for otherwisc thoy would lose it much more easily

than was tho case with Adam and Eve in paradise, yea, every

hour and moment, =-but in-the gracious election of God, which

He has revealed to us in Christ, out of whose hand no man ahnllJ
pluck us, John 10, 28; 2 Tim, 2, 19." * .

‘, Con, Trige, pe 1093
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