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"tonasticism - Ite Interect in the Yissions
of the "iddle Ages."
Living as we do in the twentieth centurv - it is rather
difficult for us to think that the :issionary activities of

the iddle Ages were not parallel to mission work as it is
done to-day. Cur mission work is individualized. e send
"lgsicnaries to definite locali‘ies and exvect them to teach
he doctrines of our Lord to the people living atout ther.
It is a tenet of our Testern society that the individual
Derson is responsible for anv convictions he mav or may nct
have. Thus the miseionary canvasces resid ntial districts and
tenerent hou;es, teaches Sundav school and gives instruction
pre~arat~rv to memtership in the Mhristia: Zhurch. lieterndnx
Telatives nre such = gemmon thing todav that the social
interccursce vetween Christian and non-christian families is
feldo  troken. "o-dav a cerscn'j religion is his own tusiness.
I” he ghn~uld decice tcichanpe?no ~nme ~ill cuestion his reten-
tinn ~f civil and eocial rights.

The miegionwork done ty the arostles and their successcrs
iz the Fcman Fmpire closelv resemtled the work our mission-
aAries dc to-dav, Thev likewise scught to Christianize the
individunl. 7e resd o¢ no entire ceonle or trite coming en
naese intc the Shristian fhurch. The apostles and treir
gticcessors did not merely "hristianize the population, tut
evangelized it, The ropulation of the empire did not merely
change its alleriance frox the Clympic pant-eon tn the Chrie-
tian Tfinitv, tut through a rigid system of indoctrination

tecams converts to Ch:ist, in the true sense of the word.
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‘“ince missionary interert cf the western menks was direc-
ted in the main to the Germanic tribes north of the emvire,
it is neceesarv to consider the rel=tion of religion to the
8ocial system of the Germanic trites.

“hen histnrians consider the conversion of the Germans
to Christianitr, they grant that two motives were decisive for
*he accentance of “hristianity: the internal ‘and the ezter—
nal motive. Ynder internal motive is und-Tstood the free and
Velunt-ry couversion of heathen peorle tecause thev recornized
and telieved the salvation which was proclaimed tv the
issionaries. It seems to te tacitlv assu ed tv some that the
Wcrk of missionaries was so emtracing and thorough that en-
tire trites wrre drawn to Ohristianitvy v n- o<her consid r-
nticn, tut that of saving their souls, This view one finds
mOEt prevalent among those studrnts of historv who neglect
to see or to acknovwledre the fact that Ged worke thrcurh meane,
aud that thése means may te interfered with tv men. Just as
toedav religion is not viewed to the exclusion of all other
ceneideration, so men in ancient and medieval times were nct
alvavs suided by the 1-ftv motive of seeking the kingdom of
fod first when they were con“ronted with the cheice tetwe=n
their old rode ~nd ~hris:. The orrstige and the exte:nal
advantares of the Nhristian relirion were overwhelminglvy
decisive, Since the accertance nf Christianit: was declded
mainl tv the trital leaders, it =tands to reason that the
causes which motivated these men were prenonderately noliti-

cal. e think in this connection of the cnnsidera“ions that



led Clovis to accept baptism, or of the Saxon nrinces who,
like Hassio, the ~artphalian, comsented t» te tantized,
Thereae “idukind, the outstanding example of stutbtornness,
Tefused and fourht fhristianity for atout thir:y vears until
it wus a cholce either of seeing his peorle slaughtered
Wholesales or of sutmitting to the God of the Franke, rho h=d
helped his enemier so powerfully. (#) vith the alrradv stated
notatle excertion of 7idukind, the fear of the Frankish kinr,
or the deeire to win his favor, or the realization that resis-
tance would te hopeless so that the useless expenditure of
eff~rt to resist the Frankish invasion would unnegessarily
deplete the resources of their penple, motivated most of the
“azon princes tn tecome Christians. The pecrle followed their
leaders,

It ie not in accordance with the facts as thev present
themselves to us if we attempt to dra~ a sharp line of demar-
cation tetween the political and religi~us reasons. Thev are
BC intiratelv united that thev must te considered ar a2 unit,
e must not =llow ourselves to ke guided ty modern cultural
conditions. In ancient as well as medieval times religion,
nolitics, and culture are intimatelv and inseparatly connec-
ted. "Fuer die heidnischen Voelker des Altertums war der
Zusammenhans von Religion und “olitik eine Seltstverrtaend-
lichkeit, Die Religion bildete die Grundlage des politischen
und des ganzen kulturellen Letens. Und die Auffassung, die

das !'ittelalter beherrscht, laeszt sich in den Satz faseen,

(#) Annales Finhardi 775. Quoted ty "alter =aetke in his
"ﬁe%;gion und Politik in der Germanentekemnung." Leipzisr, 1227,
p' (]



dasz niemand Fuerger des Staates sein kann, ohne “ohn der
Kirche zu sein, Das ist fuer die Geschichte der Ohri~tian-
islerung eine sehr wichtige Tatsache. Jene Gemeinsamkeit
Zwischen Altertum und Fittelalter bildete gleich@am die
fruecke, auf der die heidnischen Voelker in das christliche
“"ittelalter hinuetergingen. In ganzetsscnderem Kasze gilt
das fuer die Germanen, weil bei diesen - im Gegensatz zu den
synkretistisohen Zustaenden des roemischen “eltreiches - im
Augentlick ihrer Fegegnung mit dem Christentum noch eine ir’
wesentlichen intakte voelkische Religion testand. Vom P~den
dieser Felirinn aug haten sie sich mit dem Chrietentum aus-
einandersesetzt und den Uetergang vollzogen." (-)

It 1= ecually erroneoue to view the conversion of the
German trites 'relipgionsgeschichtlich!'., Under this aspeat
also the regard is to the individual. The various theories,
viz,, animis-, magier, manism, mythologis-, had this in
common that thev considered the individual person and scuzht
thus to determine the essence of religion. Scholars argued
~hether the fear of 'higher forcem', the fear of death, the
feeling of awe over against nature, or a religious experience
constituted <he terinning of the development cf religion,
tut the discussion alvays centered aktout the individual,
whether the intellectual, emotional, or voluntary appronch
wag taken, That these 'religionsgeschichtliche' erxercises of
the students who viewed religion thru the spectacles of evo-

e

(%) “aetke, ¥, Religion und Politik in der Cermanenbekehrung,
P. -., Leipzig, 1937,



lution were purely nroof of the rossession of vVolatile apg
Vivid imaginations becomes aprarent when these scholarg study
the Thrietianization of the Germanic trites fTom the viem-
roint of 'Religionsgeschichte!. (#)

“e shall not deny the rdi=on d'tre of the qQuestinn
whether there ~ere not definite ocauses, purelv Teligious, which
determined the attitude of the individual German who thought
and felt religiously. iio doubt there were such individualsg
amons the Germans who accepted Christianitr solely tecause
they recornized it ﬁs the true religion. “~ deny this weuld
te to rot ourselves of many teautiful stories which have =g
their there the steadfastnees and strong faith of individuval
Christians. However, the verv fact that these incidents were
stresced so much even in those daye of mase conversicns
arpears %o me to be eviden;e that it w=s onlv the excepticonal
“erran who wag willing to step ont of his socinl environ-
ment, hie tribe and '“ippe'. “acking the prestige of Pep-
pin in Frieia, Foniface had little svocese among those trites.
The social svetem of the Cerman trites was so closely knit
that only politicrl considerations were able to incline

them favoratly tovards Nhristianity. (x)

(i) “metke smys: "¥an ging auch hier von der von der Rglisi-
rsitaet dessggrmani:chgn Eensohen aur und stellte die Gnterh
suchung auf die Frage ab: “ie hat dieser religioes denkende

und fuehlende fermane sich mit der Sotschaft deg Evangeliums
innerlich auseinandergesetzt, w- = hat ihn uon seiner Religio-
sitaet aus am Christentum ancezorsen oder atgeetoszen?" “aetke,
Op. cit. v.&. 5

(x) "%ithout the authority of the king of the Franks, and with-
out the respect which that authority inspired nothing could
have tern done either to terch the peorle, or io protect the
pPriests and monks who were engared in this hazardous service

or to treak up the pazan superstitions or the worship of 1dois“,
Poniface, quoted ty €. J. “tille, '“'edieval History', pPhila-

delphia, 1882,
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Tt may te objected againet the previous statement that
the miseion work in Iceland during the tenth centur: wag
hiphly individualized, yes, that even durinz the time of
Mfilas in the fourth century scenes like the preaching of
Paul to the Athenians on the ATeopagus were not unusual,

“ut again, we nan confidently state that that is not to re
understood as if those missionaries were not tacked °y peli-
ticnl force., The @astogoths were "foederati" of the empire
*hen Ulfilas worked among them. ind as for Iceland, ve find
that the Horwegian king, who hnd become Shristian ty that
tine, exerted political pressure upon the '4llthing' of
Iceland, whereupon the heathen highpriest thru an =greement
Virtually helped to make Christianitv acceptarle (x).

Thus we oan state that the German trites were faced with
Thristianity, not ns individual persons tut as tribes. Zven
tho tle methods ewployed tn tring atout conversion differed
'Wit? the trites, yet this ccnversion always was also a poli-
tical dev lopment, \rreements, wars, peace treaties, politi-
cal marrisges, and alliances determined the accertance of

Christianitv bty the various trires. Not a s’ngle German

tritce w~snﬂhrist1anized thru the mere proclaimingy of the ,d&-7+

“osrel, One mav te inclined to make an exception with the
miseion work originated ty Gregory I. in England. Zut even
tho we wculd give Augustine and his btand of monks sll the
credit possitle, we should nevertheless ke compelled to ad=it

e —
(x) Faetke, op. oit, p. 32-23.
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that political factors, such as treaties, conques‘e, and po-
litical alliances thru marriage, did at least speed up the
Procens. (1). "ven where individu:l mission work was carried

On arxong the Cermane, viz., the Gothe, Danes, Frisians, 9wedes,

g,
We cannot escane the fact upon examina*ion that conversicn to
Christianit~ wag alwavs regarded bty the neople as an ethnic
matter which must te decided ty the people as a vhole or ty
the ruler of the respective peo-le,

L2t us consider the 7hristianization of some of the
Germanic trites, ¥ritiger, king of the 'estroths tecame =2
Christian in order to ottain the assistance of the enperor
against his rival Athaneric, and in turn caused hig trite
later to accept Christianity. Conversion to Shristionity
certainly =ag one of the conditions cf acceptance into the
Tealm of the foman empire of the Germanic trites who received
the status of 'foederati'. It might be asked: Did the totter-
ine Roman empire, which in the “est during the 5th centurv
existed little more than in name, actually force the con-
quering nations into the fold of Christianity? Let us consi-
der this, The fmet is th-t the Erpire existed even longer than
some of the sgtates founded tv the Germans in the ™est, viz,,
the Goths in Italy; the leader of these naticns always recog—
nized the supremacv of the empernr; their settlement took
place after treaties with the emperor. Thus their emtodvment
in the "mpire determined their attitude toward Christianity.
Along with their recognition of the Roman emperor as supreme

(1) see », L. ~, Laictuer, Thought And Letter In Yestern
Furope A,D. 5C0-900, New York, 1933. p. 115-116.




they algo ocnoeeded the sypremacv of his religion, which w-=
Quite in line with their own conception of relizion, accor-
ding to which religion was nat merely a phase of social 1ife,
Cut the verv foundation of 1t. Their entrance into the Foman
enpire for them meant their acceptance of a new political and
800ial existence which, therefore, logically also determined
their religion, Their relipion and politieal existence alwavs
W48 ccnaidered ty thew as one unit. (1),

The gonversion of the Franks occurred under somewhat
different circumstances from that of -ost of the other trites.
"heir renrrarhical-politionl poeition was different from that,
®.#., of the Gothe in Italy, “lovis followed a different no-
liticul aim than Theoderic. However, since the Fr-nks had
e"nquered and settled within a domain of the empire which was
Populated b a Christian peonle, Clovis alsn ennsidered his
new status, and his conversion to Mhristianitv was determined
tv that and the relation of the Church as an orranization of
the empire and his domain *hich nominally was still considered
a8 telonging to it.

Cne might assume frem the foregoing that the predominant
factor determining the Christianization of the heathen peorles
of north—estern Turcpe was politics. fut this ie not at all
the cuse. Politics in northern Furope w-s so inconsis‘ent that,
had the hope of cnonversion of the Germanic tritee rested on
that factor mainlv, it im doubtful whether northrestern Eu-
TOpe ~ould very long have remained Christian, even after
Christianitv had teen superficiallv adopted. Political ex-
rediency could never alone h-:e tuilt so permanent a struc-

(1) Schmidt, L., veschichte der deutechen Staemme tis zum
Ausgans: der Voeikerwanderuns, Leipzig, 1934.




ture ae the rhristiar "hurch in Testern Furope. s eron 2= a
S€ctlion of a land or a trital king was favoratle towards the
extension of Christianity with his domain, monks enteied the
fielc and started to sow the 7ord of Tod among the peorle.

It must not te thought, however, that force always wsg used
in order tn convince “he Germanic freeman of the advantuges
of the Shristian religion. Yuring the period of Charlerasne,
~hen the power politice of the Frankish king dominanted Rurope,
bure force, without much moral or gospel pernuasion, was
frecuently used, almoat in imitation of the policies of the
¥~harmedane, It w-g against sush a policy arplied to the
SnXxone and ivars that Alcuin objected, declaring that rather
ti.e ensv yoke of Christ and Hie 1light loac should be preached
aud that the messengers of the Gspel should finall» tecome
'praediecascres, non praedatores'. (1).

A Tairlv good example of a trital king's atititude to-
wnrds, the perronnl adherance %o Csristianitv of his sutiects
is f:ruis’:ed ty Xing lethelterht. 3¢ hnd married ﬂefﬁtn, a
Franeisgh ~rincess, "ho hid taken a Frankish tishop Wi;h hey
a8 her chaplain., It thus har-ened that Aupustine and his
tAand of missionaries were kindly received bty him, the ground-
Werk having alreadv teen prepared through the marriage of
the king, After the taptism of Aethelterht, no outright
fores as used to persuade the individual sutjects ~f the
kinm, as to the advantages of Christianity. Aethelterht
A s
(1) *1ade, G., Fruehmittelalterliche Gerranentekehrunz, Ar-

ticle in: Teue Allgemeine Yirsionszeitschrif:, vol, 10, W=ft
11, p. 375. Verlag von 7. Sertelsmann in Guetersloh.
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left that tasx to Augustine and hig monks, altho he did favor
these of his sutjeots who turned Christian., (1), The situa-
tion is verv well explained ty Flade (3): "Aleichwohl, auch
ohne hartes ’~inren und Dringen, spielte ater das Var:alten
des Xoenigs eine Holle. Yeber Ethelbercht fuegt Feds hinzu:
(3) "......nur daez er die Glaeubigen, als seins “ittuerger
im himmlischen Heiche, mit inniger Liebe umfaszte", ein Aue-
Grus<, aus dem 7an schon mehr herauslesen kann als eine auf
cas rein Gafuehlsmaesziye begrenzte Zuneivsung. “nd selbst
Veun man jedwede tewuszte parteiliche “eruenstigung und Fe-
~OTZugung ausschlieezen will, nur private Sedeutung konnte
dae Tntschlieszen und ‘'andelns des liacuptlings auf keinen
“all haten. Dazu hatte der germanische Stammeskoenig einee-
teils eine zu hohe theokratische Handelstefuegnie: perade er
¥°r in den Auren des Volkecs terufen, die “eziehungen zur
Gottheit zu rereln, ~erade er stand und fiel aber auch mit
der “inmuetizkeit des Vertrauens eéinea Volkee (4). Fine
koenigliche “nischeiduns fuer die neue Feligion muszte also
winde=tens Pillixung avf seiten der Gesamtheit entisprechen.
Tag testaetigt aufe deutlichste der fol:‘ende anschauhliche
“'r.anr, der uns, gleichfalls durch “eda (5), aus dem noerd-
lichen Te'le Unglnonds berichtet ist: Paulinus, ein titartelter
‘ugustine (und spaeter RBischof von York), fand fuer die christ-
liche Fotschaft williges Gehoer tei Edwin, dem Koenig "~ ord-

e

(1) rcamcridge ~edieval History, vol. II. P. 516.

(2) Flade, op. cit. p. 376-378.

(S). Pedas, hist. eccl. Angl., ed. Yoterlv, I 26,

(4). v. "churert, rruehmittelalter, S, 12: Fuch=e, Die dewt-
. schen Altertuener, Samml;j-. "oeschen, s, 90f. 110f,

\5). ~“eca, op. cit, II., 12,




hunbriens. Dies um so mehr, als -eine H-rrechaft durch sieg-
Teichen “rier und persoenlichen Taffeng ng mit einmem ausge-
BdIochenen Feinde der ¥irche, Wthelfrid mit Yaven, erruneen
ST, und da er noch dazu als Gerahlin die bereit$ christlich
gewordene Tochier des oten erwaehnten Ehtelbercht von “ent
heim;-efuehrt h-tte. Trotzdem zoegerte Wdwin mit seine- Ua-
certritt. Fr liesz diesen vielmehr einen "™itena-euot",
eine Verssmmlung der “eisen, vorausgehen. Ynd diese nicht
tlosz politisch xlure, sondern ganz der gewohnten Mrdnung
aermaesza Fesprechunz mit all seinen Vertrauten im Stnats-
¥esen nnd im Heer fuehrte zu dem gewuenschten Trgetnis,

“rat trat sein obterster Priestef, Mifi, suf und ga® in Aaus-
fueirlicher Sede =eine voellige %nttaeuschung im Vertrauen
2u der alten Keligion zu wissen; er hate sich ihr als ziner
der Tifripsten ganz versetlich gewidmet., Dann spraoﬁen Zu-
8tlr-end nndere Ratsmaenner: das Zehagen des zeitlichen
Lebens sei ungewisz und kurz fuer uns - wie fuer einen Sner-
ling im ‘inter da= das rasche Hindurchfliezen durah die
erwvarmmte fdnlle; man solle einsr Lehre, die tesmere fevisz-
heit entha-1t, ruhir €olsze=n. “nd schlieszlich konnte Faulinus
auf die Aufforderuns Toifis von seinem “lauten zeugen, wo-
r#uf dieser mit Erfols den Antrag stellte, die nichtigen
"und nutzloren Temnel und Altacrre "eiligst der Verdammung
und dem Feuer zu uetermeten", da-it die Wahrheit leife, die
dn "Leten, Hril und ewize Glueckseligkeit zu schenken ver-
rac," Tine hoechst letendige Darstellung, die uetrigens

Aus der ausschlapgetenden Zedeutunsz, die dem "eeamtvillen des




Volkes zukam, noch etwas anderes deutlich mncht: dae eipme
Empfinden des Gerwanen fu-r die linzulaenglichkelt seines
herkoemrlichen Ulautens, seine starke Sehnsucht nach “esger-
€-, seine tatsaechliche Feife fuer den neligionswechsel zum
vizristentum.

"Ft»: das Gleiche, wie aus dem wiedergegetenen Eeda-
Atschnitt, wenn auch nicht ete:so anschaulich und eindrucks-
voll, kess t eine “zene aus der “etensteschreitung des ncr-
dischen lkissionars Ans:ar (1), Dort handelt es gich, mehr
ale 299 Jare spaeter, um einen Schwedischen Koenir, Claf,
in "irka am “aelarsee, Als Anskar im J-hre 88 diese seine
“igslonssiedeluns aufeucht, ommt er gerade zurecht, um einer
“iederkehr groten Heidentums zZu wehren, ¥an ging schon daran
den Zorn der heidni~chan Goetter durch erneuten Dienst zu
verscehnen, ja, es handelte sich um die Apotheose eines eten
verstortenen Fuersten, Koenig Frichs. Olaf konnte nicht
einfach im Cegensatz zu dieser Stimmung fuer das Chrieten-
tum missionieren lasren, Aber durch die Perernung mit Anskar
in jeder “eise angenehm teruehr%, trachte er die Sache vor
seincn Thine, Hdier leg:e ein Yereindeaeltester mit Eeispielen
Zeugnis ac von der Macht des Gottes, den die Fremden und die
kleine firkaer Gemeinde (der Kern testand aus Ariegsgefangenen®
verehrten, das Volk stimmte zu - zumal da auch ein Loswurf
entsprechend ausfiel -, und "darum vercrdnete d-r Xoenig,
dasz bei ihnen Kirchen gebaut und Priester eingesetzt werden
sollten, und dasz, wer wolle, ohne 7iderspruch ~hriet werden

duerfe," Mer durch ‘nskar ordinierte junge Rimtert kcnnte

(1) von Anekars Schueler und Nachfolzer (vergl. o. 9. 10)
“{mrert.



dann unter koeniglichem Schutz getrost zurueckgelassen wer-
deil, als jener nach etwa zwei Jahren das Land wieder verliesz.
(1).

"Yan kann nach alledem sagen: Haltung und Zeisniel eines
g€rmanischen Xoenigs vermochten etwas fuer den Fortschritt
der “isslon, sofern zu seinem Tohlwollen Anklang beim Velke
hinzukam oder erziehlt werden kpmnte. %eine Perscn und “tel-
lunz an und fuer sich hot durchaus nicht die Verrnflichtunz
und Athaenwvigkeit auf, in die hier den ®inzelnen seine voel-
z1lache Yemeinschaft stellte. Denn dee starke Gemeinsamkeits—
wellen ist eine Voraussetzung, mit der die Rekshrer german-
ischen nerietes ganz tesonders rechnen mussten., (2).

Thug far 1t hes teen our point to demonstrate the fun-
damenta! difference tetween mission work of medieval t:«-es
And migeion work in our own times, It was necessary to do
thie, 1f we want tc ottain a correct perspective of the
interest which the monke of the midile azes took in ~issicn

7OTK. e telieve that it ie correct to state, point tlank,

that no endeavor was successful, 'mless the grou:d had teen Sl

fo«en previouslv thru political and commercial interccurse,
Cn the who'e, it was the immense prestige and power of arms
thnt stood tehind mission mork which caused the heathe: kines

Aand people to give it a hearing and favoratle consideration,
even tefore thev were tclerablv acquainted with the doctrines

flgﬁimbert, Vit. Anec. ¢. 31. P
2) Dr. ¥lade proceeds from here to announce: ".,.dasz ~an sich

fuer den Anfang einzelne “enschen als “issionsobjekt heraus-
BTiff." Thie must be understood that it was the method of the
monke to train native missionarieg first for that actuval in-
doctrination of the people after Christianity had teen made
accectable tn the tribe under circumstance which we have so

far discuesed.
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of Chrietianity.

e have made a statement before which relegated the
monks into a somewhat different place than popular accounte
of mission activities generall" assizn to them. Since the
aocebtance;‘rejeotinn of Christianitv was decided usually
on the basis of gain and expedience ty the tribtal leaders
the monke reallv came into their own only after the main
issue had bern decided. Then thev became the teachers of the
People. Cnly after the dominating political force within
the trive had tecome favoracly inolined towards the new re-
ligion were they atle to build monaste~ies, erect churches
and schools and distritute their leaven among the magsses.
This work of slowly, often painfully,suffusing a peorle with
Christianitv constituted their real interest and contritutinn
torvards the missions of the riddle ages. The peorle tecame
fénuirely converted to the religion itself after thev had
teen atle to otserve the lives of the monks, learn the saving
doctrines whigh thevy taught, and otserve the emergence cf
#ood results.,

The work proceeded slowly - it took over three hundred
vears after miesions were tegun until the Church felt sure
that the Scandinavian North would not be tempted to revert
tack to heathenism. In Germany it was ty no means a pure tvpe
of Christianitv, but was often much diluted with heathen
practices and superstitions, 4s the centuries passed the

fhurch of ifome = at first the pillar of orthodoxy——herself

had greatlv veered from her straight and narrow path. There-



fore, it is no surpise to us to find that in manv places of
Germany, Poland, the Paltic provinces, and the Horthern
Europe the prevailing Catholicism had ocompromised with hea-
thenism, % taok the Reformation to estatlish Eurcpe on a
fFenuinely Christian btasls, causing a purge of persistently
Trémaining heatheniem among the ocommon people. (1).

in order to evaluate the interest of the monks in the
missions of the middle sges properly it is alsc Verv neces-
8Arv to oonsider gnme aspeots of monasticiem. Several ques-
tions sugrest therselves to us: 7hat is ite program or 'Con-
tent' (Tnhalt), as 7ilpisch terms it? (2). ™hat is its re-
la~ion to the Church? ﬂo% did monasticism translate its in-
terest in missions into action? 7hat was the extent of its
interegt?

Ve know that monasticisr is a development of the asce-
ticism which arose in the Christian Church early as a nro-'
téet against inere~sing worldliness, Harnack sarcastically
says (3): "Distress and disgust with evervdav life started
the movemente as if with an irresistitle natural force; and
the Church of Constantine drove into solitude and the desert
those who wighd to devcte themselves to religion. Atout
340 4, D, the movement had already tecome powerful. There
tugt have teen ﬁhousands of hermits by that time." Yen strove
after the perfect life by retreating into solitude, ‘s the
TT) *videnoe of the deploratle spiritual neglect of the masses
can te found'in the statements of Lutherﬁ viz., when he visited

the schnols and churches of Saxonv, which was counted amcng
the meet progressive states, Se= also the took bty Tllen =cott

vavidson, Forerunners of 9t.Francis and Cther Studies, N,VY,, 192€,
2). Hilpisch, S., Geschichte des Zenediktinischen Foenchtums,

F'I'eibul' ] 1- ‘E- 1?29- T
(2). ?a%hack, A., wonasticism: Its Ideals and Higtory, Transla-

tion cy =,E.Kallett and F.H,''arseille, London, 1913, v. 43,
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peérsecuticn ceased it w-s found that a certain tvpe of men
"ante.i to demonstrate their her-ism in other ways, viz., by
Tenouncing the comforts of the world, and by inventing cer-
tain painful disciplines, as spending their daye sitting cn
4 villar. ‘ncidentally, their perverted notion of satiefac-
tion wus highly admired, tut not imitated by the comron
reoxle,

The hermits who wanted to spend their days in the ser-
Vice and contemplation ¢f the mysteries of God away frou the
hi hwave of the world were another manifestation of the
stirit of tlhe times. ““owever, these hermits did not always
live »lone, tut quite often in comrunities 7hich numbered =s
hizh asg 5000. *acr one 1ived independentlv of the other,
it is true, but nevertisless, they lived in manv resrects an
ordered ccmiunitv life, viz,, with the respect to the rakinws
¢ crenc, rarketing cof precducts, church, -oesice or inm,
coLuunity dootors, (1). The hermits did not 1live sccordinz
%o rule, tut e2ch one determinec for himself how he c~uld
accomrplish a union with the divine whick was the okject.

The arcients considered Anthony (d. 356) as the archtvre of
he:-its (2).

Frem the hermits it was but a step to +onasticism. Thev
for:ed inclusive communi:ies, and sutjectec themeelves at
first ales to the authority of the éhruch. “he trend war more
sirongly torarcs an organised and integrated community life.

e

(1) #11pisch, or. cit.
2) Hilriseh, Cp. cit.



Thus ~e gee the Zenobites develop, and Pachonius and hi=
Touastic order. The whole movement wns purelv of “riental
orizin, and therefore also sought the contemplative rather
than active 1ife.

In order t: become effective in Testern Surrpe w~nie—
ticier had to put on a more soter and orderlv gart, for the
“estern Turcpean !s a man of action in gontrast to the “rien-
tal. Thue we find that there was a orieig in the fifth ce -
tirv, \1tho picus Miristinns at the time widel” recornized
the Torth ~f onssteries for the age in which thev lived,
thev were nevertheless frrced to acknowledge the fact that
#'rldélicess h=d also entered tke monasteries with the result
"3t a rarid decay ret in. It 7as atout this tize tlet the
irn"luerce of Tenedict sarceared (eca. 500 A. D. ). “ie princicle
"=l Tulla in monasteric proprii seouvatur ccrdis voluntatew,
In 572 A, n, he fourded the monaster» at “nnte Caseino ~hich
Fecave the pattern for practicallv all the monasteries of
the Testern ~h-uch. “n a series of sevety-three rules crver-
in; »11 phases of monastic life, forty-eight prescrited at
least seven hours of dail' lator and %o houre of rendiny
'for s11 =he are atle to tear the load'. The nenedic'-ines,
horever, were not a monag*ic order, tnt a great numter of
rrrasteries whic: were independent, but lived accerding te
“he regula of Benedict of Hursia,

The purpose of the monks of those ancient times is verv
well exrlained ty ®ilpisch, (1), himself a Eenedictine

S ——————

(1) silpiseh, 3., op, elt. (a) p. 17, (&) p. 13, (c} p. 1a.




nonk: "Ter lnhalt des Moenchtums, dessen Vesen im Heroismus
wd im feistestum lag, machte ein Dreifaches aus. Der ergte -
ud es ist dasjenice, w-s am staerksten tei dem frueheren
“ecnchtum auffaellt - war die Abkehr, die “ntaeuszerunc.
Sie tesa:te Atkehr von allem, von den Dingen, ven den fﬁn-
#chen, von ihr=n Letenspewnhnheitsn, von ihrem Denken und
Tun," (a), Fenondlv: "t der Flucht vor aller Neschaffenen
ist aufs enpste verbunden die “asteiunr, Denn “oenchtum ke-
deutet ntetz.yuehsal, Arteit. Auf die “rase: '""as ist -oench-
¥ "' antwortete 'nt Johannes \ertra: '“at labar - es ist
“uehieal,'" /1), ‘hidrlv: "7Taltflucht und “astelungz, sie
stehen i Verdergrunde des Lebens der alten -ocenche, “ie
Tnilen z:~rat in die Auren, un‘’ doch waren sie nick: die
"aurteuche, %e waren ledirlich Vorbereitung, sie waren die
n-twendirzen “itiel zur “rlangung eines hoeheren Zweckes.
“ie wnsren nur der ey zuts Ziele, Dsnn ‘ioenchtum tessits
letzten “ndes: die Winheit mit dem Toettliclien, d:s 'Vacare
7eo', Surch die Tlueht vor den ¥ingen und den “enscher und
durch ¢ie Zucht d=n leites sollte die Freiheit der “e-le,
die Teirheit des ferzens, die Finigung mit der Goet:lichen
e€r:eicht werden." (o).

"lI'e monastic ideal wag at first identical in ite esren-
Tinle toth in t:e Faat and in the T=gt, and i% remained =c
durin.- a thrusand years - atsorption in God, or tke undis-
t:rted contervlation of Cod, The means of attaining %o the

drsired roal were t e abgolute denial of t'e gFood things of
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life, th; practice of virginitr (1) vhich in the “"=st as in
the Tagt ranked ag the first condition of a consecratod 1i‘e,
To manv, indesd, it w-s nelther more nor less than the verv
€seence of Christian moralitv. They even went so far as tn
Separate themselves from Chruc: communion, Fot onlv w-g the
Torld, in everv =ense of the word, to te avoided, tut the
8ecularized Church as well, Yot that her tenchinge were held
lusuficlent, or her ordinances inavnronriate, and her di- .
Vine #ifts indifferent; tut ther regarded her foundntiom,
which nermitted worldliness to filter into her todv, AR
irsecure, and men doubted not that thev ocnld make up far
the loss of her sacramental advantares bv asceticiem and “:e
unceasins contemplation of what was holy, or wns so regarded
Ev the:,

Yarnnck has a unioue dercrivticn of the attitnde of the
“hurch  tomarde mon=sticism whic“: i1s well wor+h guoting:
"And ~hat ia the nttitude of the secular Chr-ch herself to
ihe movement? M:1d ehe permit her mons, even if the dig
n-% “irectlv attack her -rdinances, to onst on them the
*hndow of susnicion? She did not, and she conld n~t, hesi-
inte for » =oment. She di¢ one thing left to secure her safetv,
in exrreesl" arnr~ving the movement, nay, in tearins teeti-
riony that it renlized the criginal ideal of the Christian

life. The dresc of inevitably losing thereelves irn the whirl

of 1ife, the disgust mith that 1life, sc erpty anc cormen,

e e em——

(1) Yarraclk, on. cit. p. A7.
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the rroscect of a lofty gocd, had driven these men out of the
%erld, and the Church made a virtue of necessizv, Nor e-uld
Fhe telr doing so; for the more de-rly she tecarne invoived
in the rorld, ir nolitics, and in culture, the more loudlv
8ud lrpreseivelv had ehe rre~bhed ~hot menasiiciem new rrac-
tices." (1). Thue, "IT me ack either the fireek and tie Tr-
rar Church wherein the most perfect "hristian 1ife conelsts,
Erth  alike renlv: in the gervice of G~d, tn the atnewation
of all the ~ocd things of this life - nropert~, marri-ce,
F=re~unl will, and honor; in a word, in the religious ranun-
Cistion of the world, that is,.in momnsticism., The true

Tonk is t'e Srue and <ost nerfect "Thristian. :lonasticiam,
then, 4= nnt in the Matholic Churches a more or less =mgei-
dentnl phenomenon alonrside of others, tut - = it ie an
intuition tased on their essential nature:; it is the "hrie-
tinn life," (T). ™ut there is one characteristic of m~naesti-
cirv ~high nrevailed until the time ~f Trancis nf Aa=igei,
Iitense a~ ite acgeticism w=g, heartfelt =s its religinn =na,
1% did not drive its disc'rles into solitude or into ire
desart v 't brought =knrut somewhat th: reverse. Thristendom
ard the ~hn"e world w-s to be won for thie new, and ve’ rld,
"iTirtiani$- of repentsnce, renunciation, and love, 1 “hric-
tian warld tecaze the =reat aim, hut this soncertion =at the
terinnine of the thirtesnt® centurv had quite a dif “erent

me ning than in the five T six previous centurles, not only

tecaune the geoprerhic-l horizon had extended itself fcr tre

e e ey

gl‘ ~p. oit, p., 45,
25. op. cit., p. 10,
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"2t at this time dve to the Trusades and corrmerce, but be-
nuse the noor and ordirerv men were no% tn te reckcned as
rart of that world, Testern monasticis: do™n %o the ené of
the tvelfth century had essentiallv teen =n aristccratic
luetitution. The rrivileges of monssticism were in most

my

298e8 conditicneé ¢ the descent of their inmates, The rnon-

'I'I'

i#tic echoole were as a rule open onlv to the nocilitv. T-
““& conree and sowm~n reorle the monasteries rer=ined as
Innceeecitle no the pastlas, Thers were n~ porvlar ~rdere
2t fen popular menks (1),

After the “hurch h-d achi=ved the -irracle of her cower =
7orld dominion - however, which wae attained w'th increnced
€eculnrie:, there <=e a-ain a need for imitation ~f ~hrist
*6.C Hir apostles, "A scciety of trethern was tc ke f-r-ed
Thlz2%, 1like tle a-ostles, should roscess nothing ut nani-
tence, faith, ard love, ani whish should ovn nn cther ai-

t n %0 =erve cothers nud t~ win s-ule." (2). 3%, Francie

%id not kre=k down the walle of the n~tle morasterles bus
I2ired alongside of ther huts for noor and rick. “e thus re-
stored the gosrel to the neanle, whe had hitherto posc<essed
~i:l” the nrisst ~nd She encra-~ent. Thru his iafluence the

o |

=% ins interest of the monks in miesion ™ork —as revived

%-'ain  for sore *ire.

'.!c'-ev(!r’ if we |,°|-1d ha";e a ?_‘(_’od 9!_::"'-8.1“.’ of the i:‘terest

n7 the monke in the spiritunl welfare of the re-vle of the

!1&1'-130\, \.' OD. cj-t.' p. °4.

-_grnau_’ l\.’ (o] o5 ciu., De L

chaf”, Philir, “iatorv of the "hiristian Jﬁurcﬁ vel,
IV, p, 3¢3-234) iew York, 1918, (Refreme tirgebiodtrey)

s ——~
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WOrld at their time we must turn to Philip Schaff (7': "The
Eenke =cre the epiritual notilitv of the Murch, =nd rerre-
fented a higher tvpe of virtue in entire scparation fr-— the
¥OTlc and consecration to the kingdom of Yod. the patristic
ide=1 of piety pasgsed over inte the '14dle Ageal it *e¢ nnot
the ecriptursl ner the modern ideal, *ut ~ne formed in etri-
kiny cortrast with preceedins and surrounding hesther cor-
Turtier. The monkich senctity is a flizht fr-m t'e world ra-
ther then a victorv over the world, an atatinence fror mar—
Tinge inetend = sarcotification of marriage, chastity ~uteide
Iatte than inside t"e -~rder of nature, a complete munpres-
rion ~f the eensual rasrions in the face of its rurifica-
tisn -nd erntrrl, Eut §t hod 2 vowerful influence cver the
tarkarian racee, =nd was one of the chief convertinz and
civilizirg azencies. The Wactern monks lost thems=1lvee in
idle oonterrlation 2nd ascetic extravacances, which the
“eetern climnte rode impossikle; the “estern monks T er s unon
tre ~h~lc, more eober, wr-ctical, ard neeful, The Irieh arnd
“entel convents tecame fomous for their missionarv zeal, and
turnizhed f~ndere ~f churches and catrén saints for the
Feennle,

"~onvents were clanted ty the missionaries amons 21l the
tartar-uys naticn~ of Tyrope, ~s fasi ns thristianitv procressed.
They received snegial privileres and endowrents from nrinces,
notles, nopee, and tishorna., Ther offered a culst retrsat t-
Ten and ~aomen who —ere wearv of the turmoil of 1li°e, or khad

suffered ship~reck of fortune ~r character, and cared f-r
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nothing, tut to save their sculs, They exercised hoscit-lity
to stran;ers and travellere, and mere a btlessing in tinzes
"hen sTavelling was diffigult and danger-us, Thev wer~ train-
luz s670-1r of ascetic virtve, and the nurseries of sninte,
“h2v eaved the rernante of ancient civilization “or fut:rs
‘ife, Tverv large gonvent hog a librarv and a =chool., “arik-e
“ero ernloyed in conying waruserints of the ancient elaqain
cIlitic Sitte,-anu the writing of +the fathers, ™o these quiet
literarv monks ve are indetted for the nreeervation =2ud trong-
“iceion of all 4he learning, s»ored and secular, ~¢ anciant
tizea, 1f they hnd done vothing else, thev m-u'd ta entitled
“% the 1l s*“ing gr-titude of tha Shurch and the world."

Tuch wag the settin: of mannsticiem, ~"hus cnly can ~e
uaderatond whnt kind nf intrest thev ook in mission —erk
1nd mhy tlhev shose certain neculisr meshods, viz., th-t of
liinir amon the heathen trizes, erectinz mon-~eteriee aronu
TR, And even tenghiae 5-em 't onlv & e doctrines of Thrig-
sianity, ©ut also Qe:ter meshode »f agriculture, fTorastxy,
Q:d ennufacttire, Tredit must ke given %o the monesterieg frr
teinr bencon lighte of Christianit™ [ud culture amonyr =
"~o~le that lived in » rather tenighted world.

it ie not 2t all tha purnose of thie thesis %o siva .
cornlsse history of the extent of the mission work carried on

tv the monks of the Taat, tut r~ther to evaluate their inierest

in the wiesion of the mi:dle ages., -ut in ord=r to do thas
rTorarly —e must needs 2lso consider the work of some »f %he

outst=nding wissionazv monxe,
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It ap=ears that Ireland had received its Christianity
from Fngzland alreadv during Romsn times (i.e., sometime be-
Tore 410 1, D.). S9ince alreadv then the ideal of monastic
1ife and aims had teen accerted by the fhurch within the
foman Empire, 1t ie onl” natural that the peorle of Ireland
also received this idenl along with christian doctrine., The
orranization of the monks in Ireland »as along trital lines,
The ar:ct w-e the ohief of the trite also. A kighop had the
8"iritual direction in his hande., In spiritual matters the
tishop wae superior to t e attot, who w+s in charge of all
tewporal matters. “ater it tecame common practice to comtine
to*h offices,

The gre-t anriety of the communities was to supror: the--
selves by the work of their hands, so as to depend as little
as tossitle on the charitv nf others. And this laudatle cus-
tom v g followed not only at home, tut also on the “ontinent
tv those ewigr-nt Irish monks who founded ‘onnesteries there.
""hen the founder of a monasterv had determined on the neirh-
torhood in rhic- tn cettle, and h=d fixed on tte site for
hisg estatlishment, he trought together those who had arreed
to btecome his disciples and companions, and thev set atout
precaring the nlace for residence. Thev did all the wvork =with
their o=n hands, seekine no help from the outeide. “hile
sorie levelled and fenced-in the grcund, cthers ocut dovn,
in the surrounding woois, timber for the houses or for the
church, dragging the great loge along, or bringing home on

their backs tundles of wattles and twizs for the wigkerwork




Walle. Even the leaders claimed no exemption, tut often worked
manfully =ith axe and spade like the rest, Yhen “t. Tatrick
WA8 Jjourneyine thru Connought, one of his disciples, “isghop
Clean, wishing to found a church for himeelf, aund havin=
o“tainad his mneter's consent, 'wint f-rth with an aze on
his rhoulcer', ready to begin his work 7ith his own hands." (1)

This poliey dcing mission work ty ~olonization croved
tc te tuite effective. Not only did the “rish monks tecome
Culte favored ty the peocle for the practiecal endeavers, tut
1% =0 happened that towards the end of the simth centurv the
g€reat todv of the *rish were nhristian, and the monks were
atle to turn their attention to the conversion of other reonle,
""There srase - slmost guddenly - an extracrdinary zeal fer
Srreadins the Gngpel in foreign lande, and hundred of devoted
anc determined missionaries left our shores". (2). Tede (3)
Also states that the Irish at *his time evinced a verv re-
markarle missionary sririt. The first efforts at convertin;-
ot'.er peonles —ere made early in the fi<th centurv tv Fimi-n
®ho attempted to convert the Picte and Sritons of Gallowav
and 3trat'.clvde, Fut the evidence fro: 9t. Patrick's letter
roints to the fact that the inhatitants of those regions had
soon relacsed arain into paganism (4),

4 more percanent wecrk ~as effected by “olumta. "hen he
crcssed over to Scotland ca. 585 A.D, he received the island
of Ions from a native chief and founded his famous monastery

e ————

(1) Joyce, 7.™. A socinl Historv of Anoient Irelanc, London

and Dubklin 1920,

(38) & (3) "ed=, Hist, eccles,, 3, 4. Quoted kv ".L.~. TLais-
tcer, Thought And “=tters In 7estern Wurope A.T,

§00-900, Wew York, 1921,
(4) Laistner, op. oit. p. 108.
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there, Already at that time the adjacent islands and the
coastal strip had been settled by Scotti (1) from lreland.
The work of conversion among the morthern and, somewhat
later, among the seuthern Picis progressed rapidlv. iany
Monastic settlements were made. But in marked contra~t to the
Trish svstem at home, wh-=re each was independent and self-
fFevern'ng, the religious houses in faledonia were all, so

%o say, colonies of ‘ona, and its attot wielded authority
Bidilar to that of a metropolitan over all monasteries, chur-
ciies, and clerics of everv degree. (2!,

Aidgg, 7ho had teen consecrated a bishop, chose the
little island of Lindisfarne as his rlace of residence. There
he alro founded the monastery t'at tecare so illustricus
in later tires. For thirty vears 834=684 A. T, this monastery
Wwas .oV rned by him and twe other Irish btishops —= Finian and
felman - in succession. Aid~n, nssiested tv a numter of his
fellow-countrvmen, latored zealouslv and with a =nnder“ul
8uccees armong ‘e hurthusbrian pnagan whom we shall have cause
to mention again.

"The intrepid Irigh missionaries “ound their ~ay cven
into Yceland; for we hav~ the test avthority for the statement
that when the Xorwegians first arrived at this Ieland, thev
found there ‘rish tooks, tells, orosiers, and other traces
of Irish mirsionaries, whom tte Norweglans called 'raras'. &.)}.

e e .

(1) Scotti or Scotus alwavs means Irish in the earlv ¥i:=dle
M_!'EH-

(2) ~ambridge “edieval History, vol. IT. p. 148,

(3) Jovce ottained his material from the Fesa:v of Drs. Tat-
tentach and %eller, translated and annotated by Dr. Reeves
in Ulet. Journal Archeol., VII and VIII,




ilonnsteries that had bean founded in Gaul independently
of the system evolved ty “enediot of Wursia were merely
placee of refuge or gre~t houscholds of those who had teen
¥Wounded in the tattle of 1i‘e. They were not centers of reli-
glous 1life which radiated an influence teyond th:e walls of
the cloister and ~xercised a direct action upon t»e ~Church.

Thie tvpe of monastic life wne the oreation of an irish
monk, Golumbanue, who landed on the font:nent atout the vesr
585, g pettled in the kingdom of Guntram snd established in
%" e neizhtorhood of the Vosres mountains three monasteries-
Annegrav, Luxeuil (known even in foman times £-r ite taths),
And “ontaines. ™hese houser were under his direction, and he
Fave them a ¢ mmon rule which was remarkstle for its severitv,
Ckedience was required of the monk 'even unto death' in a -
Tat.er perverted imitation of Christ, who, after all, re-
Blined His will comple'ely to Yod, not to an attot. The = al-
lest transgréssion, the least negligence in service, was
Punished with strokes of the rod. ™he monk must have no
Foscessions; he must never even use the =ord 'my'. (1).

It ie not at all surpcrising that a person of such streng
"11l and temp~r soon was in eonflict with the secnlar r:lsra,
Ooluritnnus felt himself constrained to criticize the morals
of tiie court with the result that Sueen >runhild soon felt
atout him sas did Eerodias a:out John the Faptist, ‘‘e wisely
left Luxeuil and wandered atout in the Chanmpagne, "Aid under

e —— e
(1). Cartridere “edieval “istory, vol, II. p. 148,
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his influence a monnsterv arose at Retais, and convents for
Women at Farerontier and jouvarre, :hter he fou:id his wav
Yo the shores of La:e Constance in Alemannia where his dis-
ciple Gallus founded the monastery which tore hie name, <t,
Call. Loyal disc'ples of Colurbanus had reformed or founded
a8 larse number of menasteries; in no similar period w-re sc
rany founde: aes between the years 810 and -50. "e can only
mention the wost famous - Fohternach, Prue., Ftival, Semones,
“ovenmoutier, @t, lihil-cur-¥euse, ‘almedy, and “tavelot.
“anv of these monasteries received fro= one hundred to two
hundred monks." (1)

All these abteys oteved the sare rule and were animated
ty the sae spirit; they forrec a(sort of}c ngregation,
In reneral thev declared themselves independent of the bis' op -
ad modum Luxovensium (2). Thev oghose their atbote arnd admin-
istered their property freelv, ioreover t“ese monks GiG not
contine themselves within the walls of their monasteries,
c.t thev desired to play a part in t"e 1life of the Thurch
and peorle, St. Vandr ‘lle claimed that the monks sl'ould not
merely te allcwed to count the vears whic' the- epent in the
cloister, tut those also in which they travelled in the ser-
Vice of God (3), -he disciples of Columtanus ~ere preachers
like himself; they proclaimed the necessity of penance, the
Expiaiion of everv mistake according to a fixed scale, as

e ————

(1) cambri'dge “ediev~l Higtory, vol. IT. 2. 148..
(2),The Monactery =hich nolumbanus had founded. i'e did not

telong to the Galliec Church, tut to trerrieh.
(3) ramtridge History, vol. IT. p. 149,
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WA= the rule at theé monasteries. It wag at this time that
Penitentials teran to be widelv circulated, and thev multi-
Plied gifts to the 7hruch in order to atome for their trans-
Fresgions, (1) |

The monks also tecame missionaries, and each atrtey was
‘n realitv the headquarters for a miscion endeavor, St. Gall
corpleted the conversion of the Alerans, Fustacius, the
Atbot of Luxeuil, converted the heretical Warasci in the
neightorhood of Beeancon and also ~ent to preach the Gospel
in Pavaria, Zut tﬁe verv number of these monasteries caused the
defect of the rule of Columbanus t~ te ouickly parceived.

“h~t rule hdd made no provisions for the administration of the
fionaeterv; it did not presorite, haour vy hour, the employment
of monks during the day; and finally, it was found to te

tco severe, to crushing, so that it often reduced mer to
Gespair,

«0™ Fenediot of lurgia, who knew the laxness and the
atuses of eastern monasticism and Tas acquainted with the
‘asilian #yle, which “rrore's secretary Rufinus had trane-
lated into untin, had drawn up for t'e regulation of his omwn
wonasterv at wonte fCacsino a srlendid set of rules, kncwn =8
the Eenedictine hulz, perhaps the most famous ecclesiastiocal
constitution of the iiddle ‘ges, and the modcl for every suc-—
ceeding order (%), As had bern mentioned, its cardinal features

w6re gelf-atnepation, otedience, and lator. “o-ever, Fenedict's

R e Y

(1) Tn this con ection it is well to remember that the offiecial
doctrine was n~t that the sins themeselves wvere forgiven tv
theg~ ifte, but merelv the offence thev caused to the 7hurch,

“Yovever, in practice confusion ~ften was prevalent. :
(2).7hompson, J.™., “istorv of the “iddle Ages, p. 108, Xew Yorr,
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Tules so regulated prayer, silenc~, diseipline, -anual lat~r,
and stidy that there wne designedly no room left for pride,
“088ip, viee, an: indolence,

This Rule of Tenedict was not known in France until atout
the tlwe of the death offolumbanus and that remavkaktle gra~th
of monasteries vhich ~ns connected with his activities =as
in full flower, >ut once it =~g known the marits of that
ule were quickly recognized. 111 the questions which Coluw-
tanus h-d left nnsettled here received = practicnl solution,
It rezulsted ta~ relations of the abbat with the monks aud
that of the monks ~ith one another. lvstical epeculation
¥28 left aside - the legal sn~irit of Senedict's Rule had
little nlace for it, and the monks engraged more zealcusly in
she practicel affairs nf 1ife and missions. At first Fene-
dict's Fule acp=ared zide ty ar 2 rival of that of Columbta-
hus,  “owevar, wifier the gre-t ecclesiastical refsorams aszancia-
teu +. %t usuallv with the name of =-niface it reirned nlcme,
01 a 1ittle later Louie the snn cf fharles t'e “reat imrocsed
it ‘317) unon all the monasteries of his renlm (1). The
ipet ous torrent rhich Tolumtanus had turned loose wa=z “hus
tu ned ‘ntr a wide channel, in ¥hich its waters conld flow
eulmly,

T"he conversion of the Tuglish kv the lomar Church is a
verv interesting -hapter 16 the micsions ~f the monks.
Gregery T, himeelf a menk tefore hie ascent to the capal

R s )

(1) "amtridgze ~edieval Hietorv, vol. TT. 2, 148,
" ?




thrcne, wes said to have tecome interested in miseion work
&rong the Wnplish when he sa™ some fair;hraded tlue-eved
“relich trys gold ae =laves on the market of Fome f1). "hile
this ig » ve:y.moving story, one thing remaines a fact: Ore-
¢:OI'y was n verv energetic ncpe and felt resnonsitle, =< tre
heéad ~f the Church, t~ extend the fr~ntiers of Christianit-
2-aiu intc a territory that hoé once teen GChristian.

ihe tire w-s favoratle when Aethelterht of “:nt mnrried
“erhta, the aforementioned Franxish princesg, who toox =itk
her o Tra kigh tieshnp ae her chaclain. Fut fror other indi-
cationg little seems to have teen known in the Rome of that
¢av atout the henthen invaders, and the “nglish invasion had
eut of® the Tritis®: Ahriztiane from intercouree with the Crn-
tinent,

‘e "e ¥Kn~v, ‘vgustine, a monk, ~as deputised —ith 2 tand
of scoute to convert the heathen “aXons t~ Christ. "7Th= mis-
elon left icme =2arly in 586; during the journev ite we:ters
#l8ard to return fr-z the perile in front of them, tut, en-
crurnzed tv fregery's fatherlv advice and admonitions and
kait t~gether ty his givine their leader Aur:stine th2 aut™ecr-
1. of an atbtot over them, ther ~e:ut -n and laaded, mcst
PIobAtly at Fichtorourh, 597, ‘ethelrerht received trer
gindlv, and gave them an interview - in the open air f£-r fear
of magic. Augustine - taller than hie companions - led tze
procession of fortv men (possiblv inucluding =rankish inter-
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(1} Taistner, op. cit. p. 115.
(2) ~arbridre Yedieval Wisterv, vol. TI. p.515.




preters), chanting a Litanvy as they weni, carrving n eilver
erose and 2 wooden piloture ~f the crucifixion; Aethelkerht
hrard shem =~ith avinathy, and vet with an open mind. Ha. gave
thezr a hore 1: fanterkury in the later parish of °t. \lphege:
here they cnuld =wcrehip in %, “artin's cturch, and thev were
alrco allowed to premch feelv to the king's sutjects. By
"hitsuntid~ the king himeelf wng s~ far w-n over that he was
tarticed. The king ured nr~ force tc lrad his sutjects after
hi=, Put he naturally favorred those who follswed him, and
socn manv were wen kv the faithful lives of the miseicnariee,
shown so engilv hy the cormon 1ife of a trotherhood.

Througrhout the story of t-e conversion it is indeed to
the livee rather th=n %o the preaching of the missionsries that
Cede arsipns their success, and the tolerance of the Fnglish
kings nt Kent wnd eleevhere gave them - re-dv opening. If
herz and there the missionaries met persecution, i% never
Toze %o =artyrdorm," (1)

‘\fter the w-rd of the first quarter of the severth cen-
tury only vent retained its Christianitv. Put w=her fonoriue
tecame :rohtishop of Osnierturv a change came atout (ca.
837-¢52). Upon Faedvald's death the supremacv ameng the
"nirlish etates procually passed into the hands of Tdwin of
Northurtria, “hie prince married as hie seccnd wife Aethel-
turgn, daughter,cf %ethelberht cf &ent, and sister tc Eakald,
whe now wag a 7Thristian and alec succeeded his father. “ven
his marriage Wdw'n promised his wife litertv for her religzionm,

e e

(1) mambridge “edieval "istory, vol. IT. p. 517,
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?nd even hinted th-t he micht even consider the faith for him-
821lf. laulinus, one of the second tand of “oman miasionaries,
“ent to the 'orth with Aethelturga, but ~as consecrated =
tishop ty Archrishop Justus ca. S25. A year ~fter tte marriage
Tuihel: zing of “essex cent oné FEomer to Fdwin to mssassrinate
hi , tut the dev-~tion of a thegn, Lilla, saved Tdwirn's 11 ‘e,
“bat came night she queen tore hin a daughter, Tanfeld, the
first Horthumbrian to be baptized. In doutle ¢ratitude the
kKing vowed to tecome "ristian if he defeated his “est 3axon
fres,

~“hen later on he returned_victért;us he theref-re sut-
mitted 2imself to instruction bv Paulinus, and slowlv pon-
derai over the nev fnith, A mysterious vision, which he had
lon: seen re”nre at the ~ast Anglian court, =hen a stranger
Promised him eafety and future power, giving him a secret
giin for re-estrance, was nor resalled to hi ty Palinus along
“itl. the secre$ sign ~hich the messenger in the vision had
“iven hiuil)&rvin, at leaet, w-s convinced for himself and
otlled hig ™itan togethier in eastern Neira to detate —ith
Prulinus over the new faith,WHitherto there had teen no sien
of life or strength in t&s "nglish h athenism, and no= Moifi,
the chief of ¢!l.e king's priests, showed its weakness tv his
Sceech, Fede gives us nn ~ccount of the detate, protatly from
some old tradition, emtodying truth, tut not to te pressed
for detail; Coifi pave hig view tiat the religion they pro-
fessed hac¢ atsolutely no virtue, and no usefulness. He had
71) Sede =ho records this story is frequently unreliatle with
resrect to details. This incident may have teen an emtellish-

~ent of the @&¥yr of vdwin's conversion inserted Ly so-e
investipgation from whom Fede ottained his material,
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keen its diligent servant, and tad gained no reward. \ chief-
tain spoke next of more spiritual things; the futur: 1lifs of
W20 seemed dark and mysterious as the night outside mizht
8€éx to a rird flying thru the fire-1it spnce where ttey
sat; perch~nce this new faith could penetrate the drr’nes-,
Colfi thereupon took the leas in profsning and destroying -
neightoring temple at Goodmanhem, ty ¥arket Teighton. After—
wards Fdwin wag baptised (827) at York in the 1ittle ~coden
church he hnd tuilt durine his preparation for t-ctiss." (1).
Faulinue taurht and preached toth in Deirn and Feraicia
for about six years, tut he was most successful in the latter,
due to the influence of Tdwin. He journeyed and frunded c~n-
fFregation and btu.lt churches frem Cattericzk southrards ==
far as Tampodunum, The ragan «erclans during one of t-eir
invasion destroyed some of the churches he tuils, tut
christianity survivec., A great basutiful stone church —=s

Cuilt cy him in Lincoln in which he also ucon the death of

Justus of fanterturv was consecrated Archtishop of ‘ork =as

successcr to lionorius. In thesc lators Paulinue wae helnad

tv others, escecially Jares his deacrm, who —as a man ~¥ zeal
ané verv skilful in song, *hich made a verv favnratle 1irpres-—
glon on the pagans =2mong whom they worked. (2).

Fast Anglia ®»g crought intc the fold of Christie=nity
thru the influence of wdwirn, the kine of Northumtria, cn
F~rrwald, the king of Fast Anglia. However when “he latter
¥Ar Aseaserinated the kingdom »verted into idolantry until his
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‘l) Cambridpe kedieval Hietory, vol, I7. n. 522-52Z.
(2) namrridee Wedieval History, vol. II. p. 527,




trother ~ieptert after three years cf anarchy tecame kinr.
Sisgbert M=d been educated in Prance, and ar a matter of fact,
'ad teer 2 monk, The result wrog that h2 exerted his influence
as king for the propagaticn »f the Gossel. 2a wae helped by
Telix, a Trrgundiaz, and al=o by Fursey from Ireland, ard the
founder of the wonaetery at Tnotheresturg, wk : like many of
hie tize was torn with deeire toth to propagate the Gosrel
anc te live n hermit's 1i“~, ""h-n his Fast fngrlian monzetery
*ne =ell f-uided, he handed it cver to hie brother, *ullan,
“he waz a tishep, nnd to the priests fokbarznd Dieul. “a<er
Thoa Perda of “ereia wne restoring heathenis |, he passed

i~ the land of the Fra.xe and there under "lovie IT (822-553)
he ‘cuaded the monsstery of L-gny on the “arne, “hen ho wars
on the reoint of l=aving hie ne~ home for 2 vieit to this
crethern ke died (ca, 247). Fie 1ife ie sirnificant not only
cf “eltic rertleesnesr and devotion, tut also of the :mny
tufluences o™ mor<ing on migsions: in Fast inelia ae in *he
larrer field bevond impulses from Forz, Surpundy, “a'l, and
Ireland =11 ~orxed topether: nationnl ard racial antaronisms
“€re overesre ty the solvent of “hristianitv., A ne~ unitv

788 growins up in the “ast ae formerlv in the Jast. That
harpe:..ed in 7art Anglia, and ha= tecn recorded al.cst ty acci-
dent, must h-ve haprened elrerhere." (1).

“he rule of —dwin in Northuwtria had tern effective te-
yord anvthing znown tefnre amcng the English, Horever, thers
Aro=n a c~mbination againet hi-, formed bv the kings of -i=r-
cla and .~rth "al=s, ¥dwin was defeated and slain. The neace-
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(1) Camtridge ledieval Eistory, vol. II. n.- 524,
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ful stnte of the kingdow now gave way to lavwlessness and a
Tevival of pa:anis-, Paulinus and ieth-lturga fled. “ven the
fong of Aathelturga who ruled -ections of the divided 1lznd
fell away to hesthenisw, owever, after some internal siTucrgles
¢osh finally attained the sunretacv. Again peace rulad =and
tiselonnry werh progressed. “or~eterice were retuilt and chur-
niiee srected,

| “aulinus, traces ~f whose wor- long rerained, hnd fled
& 1thwards ia €27 far ~e *no=), and tkere he tecare due %o
\.e¢ translations so comron in those dave, tishop of “oches—
ter. aftar his departure the Shristinnity ~f Horthumtria
pass2d into another phase. During his lons exile, Tewald thre
ac® .inr, had teen sheltered a-~on- the “cote, ad also hnd
ConE %o znow something of their enthusinsm and laarniar
Tilah made the- the teat teachers ond misci-naries of their
=%, @~ had teewn burtised at Ion2, and there he aleo now
Seut “or a tishop, Under the circuretance we gnuld hardlv
ex; ect him to do ctherwise. ‘ne —ns eens, tut he dasnaires
of the tremendrus task »nd returned hcme, Then ‘ida: —as
concecrated and seut t- te tishov. 'fter the custom -f the
Seots e took up his seat on an island, Lindisfarns -
Am Lhg tesn strted tefore-, near the Fer ician capital
“autorcuzh, Here there grer up a monastery on the feltic =lan,
like tkat ~f Iona, Hovever, *1dan himself r- led ar nttot and
tirhop., Lindisfarne was a very effective mission~rv center
for the land. Thru it “cottish (1) influence reached ncrsih-

e

(1) “cottish in that age meant the 'Trigh' of our dav.
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eastern Wngland, and cnanged the land ae much almost as 1t
had changed western “cotland. it spread far aouthwards, but
its ¢ nter nlwave was rerarded to be Iona, Xeltic monasti-
clar ond the work of Tclumts around Iona have previou=ly teen
Geserited, |

"Tha sremitic t~ndencv of <eltic monasticism never dis-
arpesred, 2nd just as ¢'e original monasteries in Ireland
tiemselves —cre nission riations frr the trites among =hich
thev were glaced, so lrna tecrre a miecion station not onlv
for the fnlriadic Scots tut also for the Picts, rish mon-e-
ticie~, however, under—ent scme changes outside of -reland:
the 1 ve of mandering, the restleesnces which Tolumta the
scléier of the iela:d siicved by Ris inatility to te idle even
for an heur, dreve the monks t~ travel: on the Tontinent ther
al~ed t~ 1ive ~e etr-prers, btut at lcna Tolustta and tbis suc-
cer~ore etrove to le2rn the Pictish tongue, and ﬂissicﬁ waTk
seene tn have teen ccteemed even rore highly there thLzn the
1li“e of griet devotion. Learning, however, was never fo:gzctten:
not only Tolumrba tut his successcr “aithne ceried wAanusericts.
ird where Innr led Tindisfarne followed. Zut ~ore than =1l
other phar-cteristices the enthusiasm and simplicitv of the
Irich monks arrnealed to their henrers snd neightors. Arove
~11 1t =as in ‘ida:, the azpostle of the north, that these
e~iritu-1l <ifts -ere seen, and on his lons preaching tours he
mrn the hearts of all. Cewald himeeclf often ~ent with him
as interrreter (frem which we :may infer that Alden dic nct

inin the ente mnstery of thelongiage that “olumbn aid), acd
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8¢ a king Oswald ans-ered tn Aldan's ideal: frequent in p.ay-
"er, fruisful in alms, the first Znglish king to hava, or
luceed to need an almoner. Eut =iain the kings of fercia

anc .orth “+les croke into the kingdom and xilled Cswald in
tattle, in the succeedinp disturtances Aldan died, tut his
Wcrk%ived on. Tinan Tas Aldan's succersor at Lindiefaran=.
(1}. From the prece=din; section ~e are atle to obtanin a
TC.gh understanding of the intensity of the interest of
tae “wOIKS in t:ission werk in the Zritieh Isl-e, Their methods
ver: test adapted to that day and age. “ovever, thev lazied
Or:anization as we understand the term to-day. isc<ion ~ork,
ty and large, it wust be admitted 72s mainly dcne ty soxe
Leroie sols. "hen conditions were eufficien%ly settled in
tic region in which such a leader of a tand of monke hac
decided teo work, the monks tuilt a.d developed their mcnantie
“I a3, -»nud fro. Shese hendquarters perctrated the distriast
“iound thewr teaching the populace not merely religious truths,
.Ut also certain phases of fhriastian oculture, as well as
#T=cticul knowledye, such as agriculture or crafts:sanship.
1t is thus very much to the credit of the monks that we lcarn
tiat Tngland under the 'nflue:zce of kings faverable to ~hris-
Li:nisy vecume “hristian bty ntout the close of th the se-
venth century.

Let uB c-nsider the work of the mnnks in Fr-nce. fi-r

¥z ¢ .oversi-n of 7lovis, and that of irany Frankish naotles,
Le was abl:z tc reox'n with the helg or at least wit- the

B

(1) "ambridpe Vedieval -istory, vol. IT. p. 52,
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Svm-athy of the "fattolic téshops everwwhere: the wars that
fpread his nower took somewhat the charac'er of crusades arainst
the heathen trites, and for three centuries this w-s the
policy of the vrankish kings." (1). Preadly spenking with
the nawar of the Frankish kings vent the power of the “hurch,
altho the fricndship tetween the two wns gometires closer,
Sousenimes looser, A distinotion also must bte made betwe=n
tie new migeionary tishops and the tvpe of bishops alreacy
founa in the fomanised cities. Lp to the settlement under
“ouiface or even later we h-ve n time in *hich toth tvpes
ALpear side cy side. \g a rule the citv tishop owed hig up-
Pointment t~ the state, and the missionarv tishop nwed his to
the Shurch. Another significant feature for ue is the 7ot
thet the »issionarv tishops fVariatly were monks. Horever,
it ie not = cuestion of differences between Foman =nd “=ltic
clergy, tut mersly tetween lands in which Goman traditione
survived, ~nd those whrere missions were started quite fresh,
\gain it should ce pointed out that the ext-nt of tie mission
activities of the monks wo 1d not have teen as great, if
it h«d not teen for the policv of the Frankish kings to soibine
Carietianization with the extension of their own power aud
influence. This will especiallvy tecome clear when we c-~nsider
the work of <Soniface.

The difficulties and protlems the monks had to face in
their tattle with heathenism wer2 manifold. Local differences

e

(1) cambri .ge ~edieval Hietory, vol. II. p. 532.
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Wwere many and strong. For instance, in Austrasia heathenism
¥18 more general to btegin with and lastgd longer after the
Fraukish conquest. Due to the successful invasion of the
Franks coth Christians aud heathen were often driven together,
80 that in some places heathenism even gained sirength. Hiowever,
on tte whole, the leading farilies and the towns were more
Christianised than the countrv, which remained mainlv hea<hen.
In some rnlncee 1like ¥ainz, Gologne, and -ongres Chrieti=:
Coamuni L.ies, sometimes chiefly orientls or foreign, mev have
livea on since “oman times and someti es tishons ~ere fir~lv
estaclished. in others - like Trier - 7.ristianity wus juet
tecoming general when the Fraukish ccnquest trought in new
crnditicone, “Verything depended upon ihe centers to =ii-=h
Christianity had onlv tegun its growth the Teutonic iuvadcore
could te tut little affected by it. -

The «eltic migseions came to these Qlaces and infused them
®ith a pew and active sririt, and tv a monaetic framewerk
fuarded the:ir power..There are sore indicatione (2) that “el-
tic rrieste, some of whom causedhim troukle, ~ere -ore =idely
scresd than we might suppore., And as &eltic ronasteries te-

cume stapes in systeratic pllgrimages to llome a stesdy ssream

3

¢f Uhriianity wag trought to tear upon she Teutons. “h= “el-

tic missionaries were for the most nart led to travel t- the
wigh t~ live am d new surroundings. “hev set out tc live
amcng their new neipghtors as strangers, tut the evile araund
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1) Such as Augsturg, which until atout the vear €00 =-s

connected with 1ou11eia.
(2) In the letters of Soniface and elsewhere.
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them forgced ther to become misgionaries. "4lthough Zeltic
Fonasticis: was mscetic and rignurou~, Keltic monks never
feared to rlunre into the world and to play a.part there

when it se med good. Frankish Christianity, with its compara-
tive strength, and neglect of perance, seemed to the great
foluicanus merely superficial: he stood outside of the fran— -
kish “hurch: his altar at -uxeuil was conseorated ty au ‘righ
tishop, and he had no episcopal license for his foundation.
‘ience the <eltic monasteries besides being centers of learning

strengthened the tendencv already shown tn exempt monasteries

Irom episcopal control "(1).

Ti:e “eltic monks trnvelled f~r the mostbart in bands of
twelve, tut there were other single teachers, such as Funert,
@ Frank who towarde the end of the seventh century came to
regenrcury, the ducal court of Bavaria, and from there paased
into the wild Salzksnmrergut where a mon~stery, a church, and
& nunnerv were founded. A eimllar work was Aaccomplished tv
“mmeran at Regensburg, altho his first hope had been to presch
to the Avara. Thesr 1solated endeavers yielded new canters
of learring and Christian missions and civilizaticn, tut in
later yenrs fewftraces of them were left. “ork on a larger
scale and more considered plané were needed.

“risia, with 1ts unkno¥n oconsts and wild heathenism,
soon tegan to attract missionaries, The growth of Christianity
here had ceen due to the Frnhkp and varied with tle state of
tueir church. The hitherto varelese aprointment . tishops

ST ae—————T

(1) camcricge iedieval Historv, vol. II, p. 533.
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had teen somew:at checked, and the influence :f Columtanus

had renched even nerthward of the “arue, A new and dif‘“erently
trained generation had grown up, and when the union of the
kingdeme under ~hlotar I gave the land rest, tte ~hurch thus
sirenzthened, troke fresh ground among ite neightors eags and
nerth, ~hlotar had encouraged Amandud, a herrit of Roman
descont from Acqritaine, who felt hirself called tv Prter to
distant lands t~ do mission work, After “hlotar had prrcured
hir consecrati-n ac a wissionarv tishop he worked from Ghent
ae his center, Hitherto Frisian merchauts had come to the
Frai.ke, an: ¥ra-kish rule had galned ground upon the torders,
ye: des-ite e th-t, even “mestricht and Novon, altho tishop-
ries, mere ='ill -~artlvy heathen. Qvarrels ~ith King Dagotert,
and btanish ent for = tire turned him to other fileds. Fu:t both
arrundphent and at “a=stricht where he was aftervards tishon
he =as unhapy in his work, As = matter of fact, he was
Unsucceseful, for he tried to ottain by legaliém and thru
force what he should have achieved thru the crea-hing of the

Coepel, Tater he did a little work in the Nanute tasin, in

Tfarinthis, at the mnuth of the Scheldt, and a~ong the Fasques —

a4 strange career which waes marked tv migh en~rgv and restless
wandering, \fter his death a little mecre ground wae gaine”
ncer the direction of “unitert of To'ogne. 2 church was tuilt
at "trecht, and under the well-kn-wn Tligmus (1) a ketter
foundation was laid. But the task wac left unfinighed until
the followine centurv, ¥iesions in Frisia were co:stantly
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(1) "irhon of Novon, 341, and also renowned as.a -~ilversrith.
Fpiet. 22, Tuoted from fambridge edieval “istorv, vel,
TI. ». 534,
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affected bv the changes in Fran-ish politics. Also, in general
1t can ve caid that Nhrietian missions were both altogeth r
%oo fitful and too dis-rnnected. It 1s a wonder that ae muéh
WAs a~complished as historv tearhes us,

In Fngland, as the letter of Daniel, bishop of Tinches-
ter, tc Boniface shows, the methods of issicne had teen
carefully thought out, siice local conditions not only ar;used
enthuriae: to call forth missionaries tut also yave them a
training ground for their wor'. Englishren —ers l=2arnine at
t'is tine what careful org-nization and ordered work genld
do., "hev h-d 7elt the beuefit of “ellowship with Rore and
its troditions while thev still hn? the freeh energv rf youn-
fer tribes and growing states. This ie the reason why in tie
eighth centurv Enrlish missionari=s take the place of the
earlier ..elts,

™he field of l~bor wns already fixed for them, The
An les and the “axons had not forgotten the land from which
thor had come. ™11frid landed in Frieia (&78) on hig wav
to “ome (in ~rder to aveid te enrit of Fbroin, the ravor of
the ralace of the king of the Franke) and staved there for
a ~rhol= w nter hecause of the friendly welcome tv Adels's
“I'e king (who refused to eell his ruest) and also his p=orle
*ho a1l tcgeth-or did not exactly entertain friendlv feelinge
for the Franks. But this w-s onlv an episode. Fogkert, a
Yorthrmbrian ~ho ~ag afterwards t- go to Iena, and ~ho had
also lived long in Treland, btut who had pledged himself to

make a pilgrimare was hindered tv visicns and storms to make
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the lone journey to Frisia. Instead he sent Wigtert, h's
Pupil, who stayed two years and then returned home arain. This
siznal fallure caused Fegtert to send another mission of
twelve mcnks.,

The leader of i%, Willictrord, was a Northumbrian =hose
father “ilgils in his old age kecame a herrit., Tillitrord
had teen educ~ted up to the age of twenty at Ripon - ™ilfrid's
old monastic home, *e landed and went to U'trecht, now held
¢y Rndtod the Frisian king, “ho must have regained territcrv,
fer 1'trecht had forrelv teen a Frankish town. Fut Frisia
tevond =ag last to the Franks as a result nf a war which w=s
just ended and which had naturallv left il1l-will behirnd it.
"he defented Radtod ™ne little likely to favor the faith of
his Tra kish ~ne~iee, snd 7i1litrord sa® a chance ~f securer
work under Frankish nrotection. He therefcre journeved to
Fepin who also promised him help for rhis w-rk =rich held
“he interest of toth of them. 7illitrord shared the enthu-
elaer of "i1frid and Toniface for Rome * and indeed othere,
the Irish Adaman and Fegtert, for instance, were turning te-
¥ards Feme for unitv. ‘ccordingly ~illibrord —ent tc Home to
#et consent for hie miscion, thus teginning thte coli-v which
“infrid afte:w-rds carried out on a larger scale,

“unces= soon -nde organization desiratle, and the monks
elected one Suldtert ag their future bishop. e w-~= c-nse-
cratec in *ngland ty ¥ilfrid, After his return real difficul-
ties seer to have arisen, ~nd the new tishop left Frisin in

ordsr to premch to the Bructeri. 1 1little later we find
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Pepin taking the orpanizati~n int- his ovm hands and sending
T1llikrord to frme f~r his consecration ns archtighcp of a
Province to include broth Frankish and independent Frisina,
“1llitrord ascu~ed Uirecht as his seat (595), where he alen
Fuilt a cathedral and a monasterv. A native church tegan,
Al scon he felt atle t devote to the Frisians in Fadtod's
serriterv since Radtod hinself now was friendly to the Trarks,
and since :is daughter T"eutsind had married Pepin'e =son
friroald, Zu* here "illitrord's s ccess was svall. Pa<itcd
Wie ndif “erent, altho not hostile, and "illitrord ~ent rn
further to preach to the Nance. iheir countrv too he left,
2ud w'en u-on his returh to Frician co=st he awoke the
Mger of the henthen v venturing to taptize some co:verts,
80 thnt Fac'ed had to interfere to save his 1lif=, "illitrord
1 ft Frieia disappointed and retired to Utrecht. After Perin's
death tl:e cuarrel betwe=n %is sons enatled ~“adbod to regain
tke part ~f Frieia held bv the Franke, The fhurchk h=d gained
no real hold uron th- natives. ™illitrord had left, the priests
were rut to fli:ht, and the land once more u:.der the sw~v of
3 heathen kinc recsme heathen too. "his incident demonstrates
Apein that the monks needed the rower of the secular gnveri-
ment in order 4~ do svccessful misdion work.

The rmecst famcus of the missionarv monks 1s no doutt
Tinfrid, later called Soniface. ‘e was torn near Crediton
(ca. -80) of a nctle family. After receiving his educa*ion
at the monagterirs of “xeter and Nutshall, Desrvite =zripght

rrospects at home he determined to tecome a missionarv,
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Frem London he satled te Frisia (713), ~here he latored for
8€veral wonths until ilhe outtreak of the Franki=h war forced
hir  to retire to his “est-Saxon monasterv. “con the dea‘h of
his old master “intert the monks wished to make him attot,
tut he saw his future work plainl- before him and so refused.
in 718, after havins octained letters ~f commendation he went
atread acain, T“ie time he paseed thru France and endeavored
to vieit Enme, ﬁe tecare acqralnted with Peope firegorv and
“l2o received the name b which he was hencefnrth kn~wn -
'“onifatius the relipinue priest' (1), =~niface and Gregorw
tecnme ~ood friends, and the pope aleo furnishad him with
much authoriiy for his futufe work. Incidentally, the pacacy
TRe juet in 2 state of reorganizatir at this time.

‘ccenting thig new line of -~rganization under paral
“uidance F niface vent to Thurineia whare the nativee, pre-ced
uron the “r-nke and “ax-ns aliks, had partlv received a d then
lest Christianitv, To win rack their leaders was “oniface'e
new task, "The toldness he showed in felling the sacred c-k
=% Ceirmar led the heathen to think that their gnds hzd lost
sheir cover, and fror these succcsses in Hesse “oniface p=ssed
into Thuringia, Tn each district he founded schools of learn-
inz and of training for his cnnverts: *manaburg ané Fritzler
in 'lrg-e, rhréruf- in "huringia: for wowen, Taubertischof-
sheim, “itzingen, nnd Ccheenfurt, three “~undations on tle
mait river. These were founded tefore his nrganizatinn of
“avaria, and hie favorite houze of *ulda wns esreciallv nlanned

t- foster Christian ~ivilizatinn and to be a monastic modeol.

————
(1) ra tridee “edieval Iistory, vol, TI, r. 535.
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"his side nf “oniface's work i= snretimes overl nked in crin—
“arison —ith hig crdering of dicceses, tut the twr were reallv
comrlerentrv: ~n the monastic side he entered into the heri-
t3ge of the ¥2ltic -onks to whom, when there was no question
of disorder or irregularity, he was by no mcans an enemy. 't
fulé: Fu.m, ~ Eavarian of his own training, ruled: there and
elsewhere helpers from “ngland, sore of ther b-und to Poniface
ty ties of tlood, and 211 by kinship in devotion, made ne-
ho-es for themse ves: Surchard, Lul, D:-nehard, —illitald,
“letert amrng the : Lioka and "alrurpis arong the =-men,

‘1th Tngland a lively interchange of letters was kept un.” 1)

After a vigit tn Rome in 728 Zoni‘®ace apain returned to
“avaria mhich new had a new duke wWho w=g a renercus patron -f
the “hurah, "h:re he a=cumed the rositiocnpf a R-man legate.

\ evnodienl -eetine shortly after this took plsce during which
“he d:c™v of Zavaria was divided into four dioceses: Passaun,
“everskbur:, “.lzbure, and Freisine. Soniface -lsc fou ded

A eivilar gr-ur of three dioceses for Hes-e aud “huringia:
Tusrabursy, near Fritvl-r, Tuerzburs, and Frfurt,

“hus Z~nifnce the missionarv monk gradually tecarme a
strtesman in the service nf home, engerly and zealo:islv ex-
tending the dominion ~f the Roman Shurch, For his ne= plans
and o7 ice he constantlv lesned heavily on state sup-ort.
“ince the rolicier of “he Frankish king were favoratle to *“is
nlane “oniface ottained le:iers from fCharles -art=1, who =8

iavor of the paluice wng the real ruler of Fra:kia. "oniface alsc

—e— -

(1) ramkricre Yedieval Zigtorv, “ol. 7T, r. 5Z8.
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states thirs in his letter to Bishop Daniel of "‘nchester:
""ithout “he patro:.age of the i'rince of the Frauke (1) I am
akle neitler to rule the reorle of the church nor to cefend
th- prieste and dempons, the menke or nuns: I am not vowar-
ful encu-h to hinder the very rites of the rarans and the
ancrileres of idols in Mermany —ithout his order and the dread
of him, "

Tn his o0ld age after he h~d rerulated 2ffairs in Ger-anv
mere or less satisfactorilv, Ponifac- retired to Fulda, =:ich,
CY an - co% unusuul in “he Frackish “Yhurch was rlaced directly
under tl'e authority of the rvove. Kn~wing that his and was
near (2' “~nifan: decided to carrv out the wish of his early
vears, nai lv to Tork samone th2 pagan Fris‘ans, From 752-754
“oniface -orked arong the peorle living around the shoxes
cf the Tulder-ee, Tie success wnsg nnt so vorv srast, frr “e
lacked **  anushority ~hic" would cause the pagan Frieian to
#iv-= nr-p=r hend to hi ., ESut he did m ke some converte whe
were ~illing to leeve their '"ippe'! -o follow Christ. fcer
acmt twa vears ~f =work the end came, "hile amaiting - bta..d
of comvarts who were t~ ke cenfirved at Dockum a band of sn=
Va:e~ ~ttacked him and his followers. 'll —ere glaln, “hen
the rcrters found that he did not carrv ='th him anv trea-
suriee

i

and rpsnegeicme were returned tn Tulda, rhere he wa- ‘interred,

thev e~attered his btooke arnd left. Fonifane's ted~

The many ~ctivities ~f hie tusv life must not hide hie
-T€at ezivines to lsar:.ing. Sometires when the "vinevard had
teen dug krought forth only wilo pra-es, and dissproininments

frem hnlf heathen converts and whollv unworthv nriests c=-e

(1) <his really meant Marles a:tel. f
f%; “amgr!dwe Yedieval #Aigstorv, vol. IT. ~, 541,




thick upon him, he turned to stud~ =ad for ceat and peace.

{1} rven when ks mag an old :an, "tuffeted bv the waves ~F

the Gerian rea" he navertheless kert up his desire fror learning
"nd its disseminntion, Bis heart =mag literally on fire to

eariv the neve of "hrigt intc the darkness of Cer-anic

henthendom," The greatneer of %is work was seen =ven ucre
in i%s endurance than in its varietv or its extent. e had |
Visicna of what h= war t0 do, and he qléo gav th- li.es
won “hiec* i% could te :cne. The Frankisn “mrire, mon-stic
vrund=“ione, and ecclesiasticnl ~rranization, were perkhacs
S'e preat fent:res of the timee, Fach of these wae btuilt up
“v Foniface into the works of his life." (3).

Lurin: the latter vears of his reiyn Charlemagne h=d
acvineed ne far as the northern part -~f the river Flte, a:.d
GV 1 ==t%atlished forts nn the river ~ider whiéh fnrmed the
Mpish  toundary. 1t =-e durins these vears that the influence
0f “hrigtianit- first mace itself felt in “~candinavis, The
earlieet zn-~ledce of Christianit—- probtatlv came, as ir =an
often tie gnse, with t e extension «of trade. Danes nnd “redes
seitled in *rislaud and elsevhere for ithe nurpose of trade,
and either thev or their erissaries must have m-~de the '"hi‘e
“hriet' kn-=n to their heathen countrvmen. ™he first definite
ri=eion to the Yorth was undertaken bty “illitrord at the
teginszing ~f the eirhth century. 2e wae favoratlv receive:
tr $he “anieh king rngendus, tut Yis missirn 'wse “ithout

fr::ite. ‘7', Tn 822 :ope Paschal appointed Eb*o, Archtishop

[ ]

(1) ~antridge -edieval ¥ietory, vol. II. p. 542.
{2) aF ag (1) T
(2) ~urbridre -edieval -iisterr, vol, ITI. o, 212.




of fheimg, ac his lepate arone the northern ceorles. “e under-
took » vicgion to Denrark in the next years and =ade a few
converts, Fut it was in 82 , when {Ling “arn’d w:s baptised and
DIepared to return to Denrark, thut the firet oprortunitv of
Preaching the Gospel in Nennark reallv came. ~iththe opror-
wunit- 2nme the man, Farcld was acenmrnanied bv Ansgar, —ho
Mere than =nv 7an deserves to te called 'drostle of &he
“eancinavian lerth'. Leaving his monasterv at Corvey in ~ax-
0a¥, and filled with zerl to preach the “ospel to the heathen,
‘n=gar ade zanv converte, but Harold's failur~ to regain the
Soverei:ntv injured his mieeion in Denmark. Thus wa find him
w0 vears later, at the request of the Swedes th=mselves,
preaching ti= Ocerel in “reden, "fter .a vear and a half of

iasion wnrk in 9veden ‘usgar w-e recalled. ®e wag -ade
‘rehti="on o “aszbure and received, jointly with <tto, juris-
dieti-n over t e = nle of the northern realm. Gauthtert —as
.maae firet bishep of "weden and founded a church at “igiun-,
“ut .Uter a few years of work he was exrelled durin: a re-
baliion, ean~hile very little nrogress #: nade in Den-arxs,
“C shurches —a:e estatblished, tut l:sgar did accomnlish =
+00¢ deal in training Dan'sh —ouths in nhr;stian prineci- les
at nis school in Lamturg.

‘negar ‘s rosition tecsre very difficult when tha lande
from ~hich hie incore was derived nassed into the hands of
Tharles tre "aid, and #<ill more eo when the =eat n® hie
Jurigdiction wac destrovec tv an invasion of t*e T"anes in
#45, Leuis the flervan afterwards made arends tv arvoicting

hi= to the bishorric of “remen, afterwards united =ith the
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Testored archtishopric of Hamburr. An-var no get himeelf t-
the taskx of saininz influence vith King Horic, and later —itn
his euceerenr, Haric the Younger. = was sa far successfnl

hat t*e firs: Ahrietinn shurch vre= estaklisk=d at "leevik,
fcon followed after bv nne at Rite. e also concerned hi~self
“ith Smagen onez more, saining authority for his miecion tv
'mdertakine arbassies “rom toth Horie and Louis., He attained
Rrrirei~n f~r the rreaching of Christianitv and e~n*inued

his - -tivities to the dav of his death in 835. (1).

ineznr had done =much for Shristianitv in the Ycrth., Hie own

fiery zeal h:d, however, not been well s:pported & even bv
hi= shneen follo—ers, and the tangitle resnults ~ere thue rather
Tew, Thristianity %ad fourd a h-arins in Penmark and “weden,
"ut orw=v was as vet unteuahei. \ few churches hnd t2en tuilt
in the southern part o® toth countries, - certain nurksr of
acherents hed reen gained amon: the notlss and trad®ne classes,
1t the macces ~f t“e peornle remained unteuches, The first
in'rodneti-n =ne ton closely tound up with the =olitical
and di-loxatic relations of n-rthern Furcpe for it to te
other-iee, nud the eriscnpal relation wee faz more elakorate
than recrire ents deranded (2). T-e Shurch did not a= vet
roRseen the negessnry prestige teo make Shristianitv sesr |
imnor4ant tr those reor~le. ~he emnire wne diécordunt, and'=ven
“ha fOhurgh wae jn an unhealthv condition = all of =ricx

t“ese nerthern trites did not fail to notice. Ansgar's =nericd
mne not g2 verv 2 nducive to the rropagation of tha Gnag el
e it w.s carried o:t at that time,

e e

f1) & (3) r~mbridge “edieval Hietorv, vol. TTT. p. 214,




However, the decire to Christianire the Xorth never died.
After ccnditions teo-me -ore favoratle, viz., after the Horrans
finnlly tecare aettled, and tre cnnnections of the "rand'na-
Visn reonles with Furnpe tecere rore intimate corwerciallv,
Christianitv w-s also carried bv t“e monke into the interior
of Denmarx, lorway, and “weden.

Abeiit the vearﬂ thousand A. D. when the ‘lungarians
"ere cetiled in the Danubian rlains and their king, Stephen,
tecare Nhristian aloug w'th his peorle, interest in tre pre-
Paration of “hrist'anitv 1a.ged, The vild and disordered
tires since the death of Charlemagne had left their mark
Uron Europe. The monasteries themselves depenerated and
Very fre.uently becn:e altogether political institutio:s or

cut thenselves off from effectual intercourse witﬁ‘the
territory in which thev were situated. During the time of
Ctto I the state forced some reforms upon the eobl%siﬁsticnl
toyg, for the conditi~n of the okurch had come &n tr such
& pase that the etate cor.1d no longer tolerate tre vrevailicg
conditiors, The Clunisc reforme at the time of Alexancer and
Cregorv gave the monasteries a new spirit. liowever, monasti-
clsr wag far too much concemned with its own affairs to -aye:
mueh time or energv for migsions among'the heathen 1ands}

The Crusades revived the desire for ' iseions. ﬂnwev%r,
1t was onlv isolated monks that actively engaged in -~iesjon
work rrorer. The Crusades were too much of -~ politiocal stirugrle
to ward off the threateninz “ohamredans. The monks that went

Out durines the first fev Orusades found that their endeavars
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7ere discouragingly unsuccessful. J
Towever, scxething of » change ca:ie acout after Fr-ncis
of Agrjgsi ners-nally nreanched and eigaged in the Fifth Cru-
"Ade, fe was tha founder cf the Flack Friars, and is resardrd
A€ the frunder of modern Yiegions. For that particular A“ru-
sade he started tvo bands of rissioraries, one t~ Moroc=zo,
and oune %o 3vria, accompanving the latter himself. ‘s the
destination of the fOrusade was fgyect, he left his conranions
1z “vria ansd rrocezded to "mvpt alone. ihe sforv ig told that
in “gynt he kolalv rarched into the “aracene cawp, »nd raking
strairht fer the headquarters of the “ultan ~-eledin, to ~hom
he gaid, 'T am ant sent of man, tnt of God, to shov thee %the
~nv ~f salvation!' ""he gririt of lave vhich anirated F-ancis
90 7o *%e neart ~f the “ultan, that he allowed him to preach-
the Uog-nl 4o *}e Noslers, and teg ing him to entreat Cod to
revenl in geme wav the test relicions" (1).
™n the vears 1291 1ore, the 1l7st s-ronghold in “vris,
fr11, btrineing the "rugades to an end. ovever, t-are wag
7 aesi-monastic order, the Teutonle Kni-Bts, who, derrived
of t:elr hrge to serve tl'~» Ohurch in the Holv land, looked
atout for sere e-clovrent useful %o %he Shurch. "hev were
‘avited tn ¢-nouer and Chriertianize the he-~then Prussians,
Or = r esi~nr, as thev were =lso called. This peorle h-d
rith. rte offered a ~ost stuthorn and successful resis-ance to
All atternts a%t Tlristianization, Xing N:tokar of Tcheria
arrigned t~ t-e crder all the land that the kniphts —o.-1d

———— . ———

(1) 1 "rief -ietorv of !icelonarv “ntercri=e in Ancient -nd
*~cdern T'me-, Lecture i'emoranda "orld 'issionarv Confere:ce,
Tcintursh 1910, Tondon 1210.




conquer, * fierce strugfle t-gan. It wme ot until the and of
the fo:rternth century that the order was firmly estatlished
In Taet =nd "eet Prusria., In order to keer the land subjuzzted
the Knirhte studded the crun*rveide with fariresces. The land
Wee fhristiasnized bty btlood »nd ewnrd, btut it w-e not evance-
lized, These mon¥s in armer fourd the task of instructing

the heathen in the dootrines of our “avior not at all suited
tc their wild tevnerarent. They found it ersier to col-nize
German i2~igranta ~hem oréinarv ~onks snd rrieste follo~ed,
thus establichinpg the lond en a 7hristian found~*ion.

The “nichte nf the 9rord, .a minor a®"ili~te tc the Tau-
tonie Order, conquered furland snd Wetonia. As a miceionarv
“fencv thay did not atsain imnortance. The commerze egstarli-~hed
Bv “le “n gentic Learue was followed by “erman se<tlevents,
"hich in tuen rroduced monasteries. It was the ordinarv monk
ng »rieast, n-t the “night, <wh~ ~"hristianized those terri-
toriec,

"n order to an-bat t+e heresies ~f the early thirteenth
centurv the Dominican frder was founded. "hi= becare a vary
energetic mi cionar- ope:cv. llowever, the NDominican wonks
°xvended most of their energiee on the sup-ression of heressies
and home miseion —~ork. It is only the excertional ~onk that
ventured reyond ~tri-tendom. For -11 rr-cticnsl rvur-cees
e Ay <tate that the reriod for energatic f-reifn -isrion
®Ork nas-ed, T!e monnciicisv fell into decav durin the
futsecuent yeare, =nd the active interest of the monke in

“dreion work did not revive until Refnrrmat:~n tires,




—55-

It ®aes a peri~d when the menke ~ere merely an arm ~f the
acacy for the extension of secular nower thru the exertion
of s'iritunl pressure ucon the ocnsciences of the peo-le,
The meours teonre the s~iritual shock troops of.the pnpacy.
"7eir interest in - isrions at this tire had become secondarv
to their deeire nf strengthening and extendins the -ower ~f the
“hurch, It =-s =ith this aim in mind that in 1245 a coce sent
t~o :rbagei-s of monks to the Mongol princes to charge them
to deri-=t fre: desolating the lands of vroce, and to atite~pt
te win them over to the Christian faith. Thig ef“ort =as re-
veated bt a Francise=n wenk in-1753,

‘fter ~arco Polc returi:ed from the East with hie censa-
tisnal rerort of (riental conditions, the pope of that tize
¥As lutrigued o+ the prescect of keeving the advancing " ohamme-

care in gheck ty Christinanizing the #cnrols, and “avin: the~

attnok the -.oham-e-an deminione fre: the Tast, Towards that
eid le sent twn learned Dominican monks with a mesea:e te the
“ongol “mperor in "ekin. ‘oping to nktain their necessarv
suppliee o: tihe road, these monks ~alkec the entire distance
to Pekin and delivered treir rmessage. Cf course, their effort
tc c-nvince their rhinese of the merits ~f the fhristisn re-
lirion failed. “ovever, it is of interest to knox that these
two intr~pid ven returned safely.

"Ainong the poneer miesionaries and travellers of the
“ast, a oonspicuous nlace is due to the Friar Urderico de
Perdan-ve, nowronly called Tl Beato, the blesred." (1) We

entered t-e Tranciscan Order early and, driven bv an in-

)

(1) ~p. note of followiny page.
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ceuratrly 'Tanderlur“' pronceded to the remcte ccuntries of
the Tact, pronosing to convert the infidel and idol-=‘or. i'e
i

n

t~lieve o have becn atsent fror Italv for the space of
“lx“=cn yesre, These vandsrinpe tock him to 'he . efopatarian
ter:‘tories, to “er=in, the "zuc-<ian mountaing, to India,

anc “=ylen, w-ere he was so acpRl 'ed v the derraved conditisn
of tie reo le thns he ~ttempted to pr--ch to the , tut, as

a2 Irankly adaitted, -ithcut success. ‘fter this bie railad
47 L.e Inuian Tcean 'o Turatra and Java, Th-nce “e anpesrs
to hnve reashed ths Islands of ‘aran, Thish ne c¢alls Zacan,

i€ n-x' entered the empire ~7 Shinm, -nd then tirned ragt,
i2neching Ticet nfter lonr a.d dangerous vavfarini. e returred
0 hir~ nagive land atont 1730, when he w s forty—four vesre
0ld, ot le died within a “ew :o thg (1),

“uroge as p= ging throuvs® a period -f s-iritual ~tagna-
ticii. e firet “chie had eaqesed tha sec inrized Thursch.
"i-ric.sre i-terest of the menks wes at a very l-w =tb,

‘face ic interest in -iseio.s, %o te surn, did not die, tut
#e3unlly actsing wae deze torth recording. --onssticiew hind
outlived its use™:luess, ' n~» age = a8 ~tous to dawn, = ¢
#leeion ~ork w-e t- und=rro a radical cinnge, Tre dnv wae to
tawn ~"en fcrei n niesionaries would sgain ende-ver tn -van-
~eliz  individusl me:, insteaa of Ohristianizing entire reoples.
"=t arz our conclusions atout the iuterest oi monasticism in

th.e wiscions oo whe iddle ‘=re? onasticism evideutlv Ffilled

D

8 cieat need in that chaotic and ingecure period which e cali.

{1} "A crief *istorv of “issionary ¥nte -rice in Ancient and
Yodern "imes." Lecture ‘emoranda ~orld “'i= lonarv Confere ce,
“dinkturgh 1910. London 1F10,




the “iddle Ages. The monks due to th2ir organization ~were <ha
871rit:=1 sheck troops of the Shurch, extending the dominion
of "tristianity in = manner shich svpears to have te-'n hest
8ited tn the npe, The rreat aim of monasticism wae unic~ with
the Tivine, hovever, they did not fail to ke a lraven %~ the
Ten-lee amcns whee thew tuilt ronasteries, which wers nct

onlv a rlane of refuge for the shicvwrecked, tut als~ a source
of culture in a ceriod during whisk tarbaric oractizes had
@2ined tre wnrer hand, it w-e the monke that held un the lamp
2¢ learnins wher inceesant rarfare caused the =sr:ior to have
t*e -reatest value in societv, -t mae the intrerid monk

that troxe the nath for the parich: criest, The monke =ecre

the onlv affentive arenev Tilline to convert those whar the

Zhurch had not vet reached.

‘he monke telonred to the arieocracy of the Mhurch.
ireir -laticn to the seculaT rowers was nt tlfes suit- inti-
it , Iude.d, their atte'rts at mission ~or* ~were naver suc-
cesefil unlee-~ t' e prostize of gecular alliae had onened the
dcar for tie-, Yonasticisr "ne never satisfied =i‘h 4he tere
“r-pagation of t'e deotrines of tk= Churck, but =lvave inten-
e to euffuse tre barkaric and heat'en ceorles wit- the
cultural tecksrrund of Christi~nitv. Soci=l e:rvice =nd Thris-
*i-n instrreticn ~vere regarded 2s one unit bty the-,

"he ertent of treir endeavors consisted ~f central and
rorthrestern Turnpe, These territ-ries thev dotted =ith t-eir
getilerente, Ol-~rely combined as —ere their miselcnar- efforts

—1¢% the ertension »f secular christian autheritw, 1= v




alsc te ssid that it is douttful whether Chri=tian princes
could verv lonw have maintained their -osition in tre nowl-
conGuorsd ferritories ~ithout the missionarv efforie of the
monics., u~h of the r —wirk was fitTul and lacked organizatio:
8.4d t crou-hness, yet none dare demny the f:ot that the-
doul.tlés-1v wers sn effectual means of our Tord to extend

-

iig “erpzl, Tie rhurcl. forever owes this dett to monnsiiciem,
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