Concordia Seminary - Saint Louis

Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary

Bachelor of Divinity Concordia Seminary Scholarship

4-15-1938

Gnosticism and its Conflict with Christianity

Gerhardt Nitz
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, ir_nitzg@csl.edu

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv

O‘ Part of the History of Christianity Commons

Recommended Citation

Nitz, Gerhardt, "Gnosticism and its Conflict with Christianity" (1938). Bachelor of Divinity. 16.
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv/16

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Concordia Seminary Scholarship at Scholarly
Resources from Concordia Seminary. It has been accepted for inclusion in Bachelor of Divinity by an authorized
administrator of Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary. For more information, please contact
seitzw(@csl.edu.


https://scholar.csl.edu/
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv
https://scholar.csl.edu/css
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fbdiv%2F16&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1182?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fbdiv%2F16&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholar.csl.edu/bdiv/16?utm_source=scholar.csl.edu%2Fbdiv%2F16&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:seitzw@csl.edu

GNOSTICISM

ITS L WITE I I

V4 N 4 ——\
K¢ 4T ( Drecs o
LPG'UB«)AUA@:) dm\ O e

~ T 7TimorHy €2




GiosTIoISK

ITS LI IH 1

A _Thesis
Presented to the Paculty of

cordia Semi
St. Louis,

ardt 4

In Partial Fulfilment of the
Requirements for the Degree of

Bachelor of Divinity

St. louis, Mo.
April 15, 1938




b &

Outline

GHOSTIGEAHD ITS COHWFLICT WITH CHRISTIANITY

Introduction = 1*

Ie The lovement Itsclf - 1-31
Ade In Genoral - 1-16
le Its Origin and Rise - 2-8
&s Zoroastrianism - 2 :
be The Jowish Kabbalistic Liberature - 3
Ge Esaenes = 4
de Buddhism = §
6s Flato = 6
feo Alexandria = 7
e The Synoretistic Spirit of the Times - 8
2e¢ Its Theology in General = 9=16
ae Matter is Evil = 9
be Angels to be Vorshipped = 10
Oe The Redeemer and his Incarnation = 11
de Gnostio Redemption = 12
©¢ Gnostic View of the Body = 13
i fe lMHioroocosn and Haorooosm = 14
é ge The Form of Gnosticism - 15
‘ he Three Significant Gnostic Trends Evident Today - 16
Be Various Gnostio Schools = 17=31
le Sinon Hegus = 17
2¢ The Nicolaitans - 18
Se Corinthus - 19
4. Basilides - 20
Ge Valontinus - 21
6e¢ The School of Vhlentinu; - 22

i TN . U

B0 5. e i S e e 8 ]

* These mMmbers indicato 4he scotion hendin~g,.
e e e e e —————




II.

ae¢ Italian
be Orienmtal
7e¢ Marcion - 23
8e The Ophites - 2¢
o.e Sethites
be Poratae
Ge Cainites
8¢ Safunimig = 25
10, Carpoorates = 26
11, Tatian end the Buoratites - 27
12+ Justin the Gnostic - 28
13, Hermggenes = 29
14¢ Other Gnostio Seots - 30
15« Nani and the Manichaeans = 31

Ile Its Corflict VWith Christianity = 32-41
fAe In Apostolic Times - 352-37

1. The Colossion Heresy - 32
2e¢ The Ephosian Heresy = 33

3e References in 1 Timothy - 34

4, . in Jolm's Writings - 35
Se s in Peter and Jude - 36
Ge - in Rovelation = 37

Be Laber 'riters Againgt Gnostioism - 38-39
1. In ﬁ?zera.l - 38
2. The Antignostic Fathors - 39
ae Justin Martyr
be Irenaeus
Ge Tertullian
de Hippolytus




-8 w o mgpman

- p————

B S ———

R i e Lt Sl der L R B EPL

I1Ie

6e Clement of Alexandria
fe Epiphanius
Ce The Inﬁuenee of Gnostioism on Christianity - 40.41
le Why Gnosticism was so Dangerous = 40
2¢ The Regults of Gnostioism on the Church -~ 41




GROSTIOISM
ARD ITS ICT WI

1. INTRODUCTION

The uninitiated may well ask "thy study such a movement?

Very few people have ever heard of it, and it will never be of any
practical value to anyone.,® In reply, it may be stated that first
of all, this is history. History is not dead. It was made by
husan beings with feelings, passions, interests, activities and
lives essentially the same as ours today, If we consider our
lives and times interesting, th;n theirs were equily so. Thus, to.
the student, all phases of history live and breathe as did its
nakers, .

Again, the study of such a movement as Gnosticism is doubly
important to- the student of theology. This is a phase of history
which greatly influenced the church in its infancy. It has left
marks upon the church which will never be erased., Moreover, a
study of this heresy is essential for the proper un_dorstudin; of
the New Testament, Again, the influence of Gnosticism, as will b e
pointed out later continued for many centuries., Such a deeply rooted,
powerful, paganistic tendency cannot be 1lightly passed by.

And finally, such a study will prove profitable even today,for

its modern counterparts are still in existence. Gnosticism shows us
how 1ittle the .pirit of the age can be trusted to met the re=-
ligious needs of the age. Guast:ic:l.n was folly, but it was not the
work of fools, It represents the best work that some of the best
minds of that age could do in proy:ld:ln; themselves with a religion
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When God's religion did not suit them. Our age is another
age of restlessness, of fanciful ipeculation, of religion-
mlkinsol.) Again an enormous value is set on knowledge, on
education. Again men are looking for a religion that can meet
their wants. Yet the old religion which alone succesded in
meeting men's needs in the second end third centuries will alone
meet any real needs in the twentiety century or in any other

century,.

1

A. IN GEWERAL |
1, ITS ORIGIN AND RISE

The roots of the gnostic movement can be traced far back
into pre-Christian times. We find them in the speculative
Philosophy of the East which has always had a fasoination for the
Practical-minded West. Alexander the .Grut'l conguests of the
Eastern empires brought the fictorious Greeks under the sway of
Oriental ideas, and these inoreasingly dominated Eurcpean thought,

2,)
2+ ZOROASTER AND THE ZENDAVESTA
One of these Oriental creed.: which had a great influence on

Ghosticism is Zoroastrianism. The doctrine of Zoroa:ter, the great
religious teacher of Persia, i1s found in the Zendavesta which is a
work of eight book: written at different periods, the earliest of
which has been assigned to B.C. 1200-1000, It tells us that

1.) Modernism in the church today.
2,) Cf. Foakes-Jackson - 'The History of the Christian Church® F o 23 4_)'
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from Zarvana Akarana or Boundless Time, two antaganistic
pPrinciples emanated, - Ormuzd (Ahurln_udn). the eternal Word
of the Father, and his younger brother Ahriman, Botloo.n these
& contest scon began by each principle putting forth emanations;
£irst Ormuzd after omti.ng.tho pure world by his Word put forth
the six Amshaspands, of which he himself was the seventh. The:e
were of both sexes and produced in turn the twenty-eight Izeds,
from whim came forth an indefinite number of Frarashis, or ideas.

Afterwards, Ahriman, who for his pride and jealousy of Ormuzd
had been condemned by the Supreme Being to sojeurn in darkness for
twelve hundred years, put forth three series of evil spirits or Devs
to oppose his rival, In the contest with Ahriman, the Word of Ormuzd
was destroyed, but out of its soattersd fragments Ormuzd made man
and woman whom he placed in the world which he and the good spirits
had created, Ahriman, however, seduced the woman by bribes and
filled with evil the whole material world. The Zendavesta prediots
that in the day: when evil seems triumphant, three prophofa shall
arise, one of whom called Saoshyant, shall restore all things to
their original purity, It is impossible not to be struck by the
resemblance of' some of the teachings of the Zendavesta to those of l
Gnosticism, :

3. THE JEWISH KABBALISTIC LITERATURE

The influepce of the Zendavesta will be most oclearly seem in
the Kabbalistic literature of the Hebrews, which in turn also
greatly influenced Gnosticism.
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The theosophy éf the Jews is found in the Kabbala, 'Tudlttcn
a:8igns the compoiition of the Kabbala to the angels at the time
of the fall of man; some asoribe it to Rabbi Akiba and Rabbi Simen
ben Jochai (A.De 100-200); while in truth, it was compiled as late
as Jde Ds 1300 by Moses da Leon. But though the Kabbala is a late
Work, the theories it propounds are ancient, many being earlier
than Christianity. It closely follows the language of the Zenda-
vesta.

The system of the n‘bh:l.a is as tonanl = God is Boundless
Tine and is called En-Soph. ne can on.'ly be desoribed as non-
existent, but the ten Sephiroth emanate from him, Theie taken
together form the Adam Eadmon or 'Irriul Man, They are divided
into three triads; those on the ‘rlght being maleyin the center
copulative, and on the left female. United, they form the temth
Sephirah which is called Kingdem. From the Sephiroth proceed the
four worlds, The first is inhabited by immaterial beings. The
Second is ruled by Metatron, the highest being man may know., The
third 1; inhabited by the angelic hosts, and the fourth by the
devils under Sameel, Man has three soul: and is fashioned like
the Adam Kadmon, He was clothed in ckin because of his trans-
gression, but he must eventually be redeemed from the bondage of
the flesh, -

Jewish literature produced during the two mturi;s before
3.
Christ, displays the following distinot tendencles:

3.) Qualben - "A History of the Christian Church® p. 71




«5e
GNOSTICISM

1.) Stress on the absolute majesty and
sovereignty of God above the world.

2.) Nedlary beings - Angels and Archangels,
and a special divine agent - between this
far distant God and mankind.

3.) Develcpment of a remarkable Sophia or
Wisdom literature.

4.) A doctrine of two primary Powers or
Principles, good and evil,

5.) A special divine "dynami:®" or agent, con-
ceived of in variou: ways, in Jewish-Baby-
lonian literature as Seth, Enoch, Melchizedek,
etc.y in Palestine as the Metatron, in Alex-
andria as tue Logos, and in Patristic literature
as the Horos, Stauros, Lytrotes, etc.

6.) Adoption of -everal extra-cancmical accounts of
the creation.

7.) Adoption, especially in Alexandria, of a
doctrine of Nacrocosm and Mgorocosm, that 1s,
that man is nothing but a small universe, and
the universe is nothing but a large man, i

Compare these tendencies with the characteristics of Gnosticiam

“i

which are given later and see how they coincide,
" The admonition in Ecolesiasticus 3, 21-22, 1s now considered
a warning against gnostic speculations, Jochanan ‘bon Zakkai, the
greet contemporary of the apostle Paul, knew of a Mishnah that

warned a.gnihst gnostic speculations, and he himeself was well versed
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in them, So these gnostioc tendencies must have existed long

before Cari.t was born.
be ESSENES

The Esaenaa‘h;a.ve these Kabbalistic f.;heories a practical
forn. 'Some writers hold that they were' merely sorupulous observe
er. of the Law who Pithr;m from the world to practice asceticism
in seclusion, Other: cousider tna t their rigid austerity,
especially with regard tn their prchibition of marriage, their
custon of turning to the Sun at their worship, and above all, their
magical practices, and the oath 'they imposed upon their neophytes
not to reveal the names of the angels, ars proofs that they were
not orthodox Jews, hut mysties who derived many of their tenets
from Oriental sources. In confirmation of the latter view, it may
be added that they did not offer sacrifices in the Temple. ﬁzia
shrinking from taking animal 1ife 1s eminently characteristic of
Oriental philosophy. There 7ere four grades or orders smong them,
and the candidates had to pass through a rigid probation. Strangely
enough, they do not seem to be mentioned in the Talmude

S« BUDDHISM

The doctrines of Buddhisa were promulgated in Endie in the
sixth century B.C, by Gautama, It is a philoscphy rather than a
religion, di:tinguished by the lofty morality, the sublime self=
Sacrifice taught by its leaders, its rigid asceticism, its view :
that the highest end is the peace of Nirvana, or freedom from all
desire to exist, and its practical denial of the existence of a
Personal God., Though Buddhism has never established 1tsou'. in
Europe, it made its influence felt in the Christian Church by means
§.) Our Lord is supposed by :ome unbelieving critics to have been

an ssenoe, Of, Schweitzoer "The “uest of the Tiatoric Jesus" oI, I
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of Gnosticism, For the affinity of Gnosticism, with the
Pantheistic, docetic and ascetic elements of Buddhism is
quite plain,
6, PLATO

The principles of Gnosticism are alio to be found in the
Timaeus of Plato which is an excellent imtroduction to the
Subject. According to Plato there are two worlds, The one around
us, consisting of sensible objocts, is tut a shadow of the other,
which 1s the world of essentiel forms (ideas) which are immaterial.
The ideas belong to the real wor.l;i and all visible objects are
partial rave_].n.t:l.ons of unseen actualities, Thus what is material
is but a type. The idea itself is the ultimate reality. The world
we see 1s the work of a Creator (or Demiurge) who fashioned the
things seen on the model of the unseen.

This Platonic speculation yielded the germs of the Gnostic
doctrine of seons, the cemcgptions of mattersof the antithesis of
an ideal and a real world, of an ants-mundane fall of :oulcs from
the ideal world, of the origin of sin from matter, and of the
needed redemption of the soul from the fetters of the body. We
find also in the Gnostics traces of the Pythagorean symbolical use
of nunbers, the Stoic physic: and ethics and some Aristotelian

elements,

-Te ALEXANDRIA
Greek thought came into contact first with Egyptian and
later with Indian ideas at Alexandria. It was the great mesting
DPlace for Greek, Jew, Egyptian, Roman and Oriental, In this great

center of learning, cultural and relizious elements from the wariocus
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nations could be compared, conciliated and fused cna larger
Scale than anywhere else in the world.

It hac been a.in'ba.:lneds. )that Egypt was the ultimate source
of all Greek philosophy, and certainly the religion of that ancient
lend was fundamentally Gnostic in character. Greek, Jewish and
Ciristian beliefs experienced at Alexandria the same treatment as
the old Egyptian myths. The plain sense of Hemer as well as that
of the 0ld and New Testaments was said to comceal a hidden meaning
of spiritual truths veiled in allegory. Unrestrained allegory is
essentially gnostic in its contil;lpt for realities. As to the
Alexandrian the facts of Hemer's narrative and of the history of
Abraham were equally unimportant compared with the truths they
were supposed to inouicute. 80 by the Gnostic of later times, the
circumstances of our Lord!s life were disregarded, and their
symbolic meaning alone considered of importance. The reality of
God on earth began to vanish, and in its place a phantom Teacher
instructed menkind about the asons and heavenly powers,

As an example of tils we nsed only point to Philo, who was a
oontemporary of Christ, but whony ignorant of him. He endeavored
to donbine the Jewlsh religion by allegorical expositiom, ar
rather imposition, with Platonic philosophy. 4And this systen,
according es 1t might be prosoen'lgold und;r.ﬂlé Christian or the
heathen influence, would prepare the way either for the speculative
theology of the Alexandrian church fathers, or for the heretical

Gnosis,

5e«) Fcakes-Jackson = "The History of the Christian Church" p. 126
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8. THE SYNCRETISTIC SPIRIT O THE TILES

We have briefly studied the roots of Gnosticism. Now let
s see how they were all brought together to form the heresy as it
eppeared in the second and third centuries,

In order to understand the great Gnostic moverent we must bear
n mind the syncretistic tendency of the age. b )Seopticim had
undermined and finally dissolved the traditional religious beliefs

of the ancient world. The influence of Oriental religioms elements

—

was strongly felt in Greek and Roman culture. These pagan ideas
Were eagerly absorbed, interpreted through, and harmonized with
Philosophical ideas.

Christianity appeared and wa: being diffused at a time when
!-en were interested in what is now known a3 Comparative foligicn.
Writer: di-:coursed on the nature of the zods and the origin of th
myth . comcerning them, New religions were ea:erly studied and
adopted and mystery religions were becoming widespread. " Magic was
.Ilniversnlly believed in,and a: the name implies, wa:s traced to the
East. Even the reliziou: beliefs and practices in India were studied.
Those of Egypt were subjeots of intemse curiosity. The simple fact
that both Strabo and Pliny the Elder mention the Essenes is proof
that even an obscrue sect of the Jews did not escape nctice,

In conformity with the spirit of the a:e, the great ideas of
Giristianity were al:o compared and harmonized with Helleaistic
and Jewish philosophy and Oriental theozophy. In Ebionism the
synoretistic tendency of the aze tried to force Chri:tianity inte

the legalistic particvlariin of Pharisaism., In Gnosticism, the

6e) Klot-che - "An Outline of the Hisztory of Dootrines® p. 17
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Syncretiatic tendency was to amalgamate Oriental theosophy and
Hellenistic philosophy with Ghristianity in order to establizh
& universal religion.

As many a Jew when he embraced the Christian religion wished
to introduce Judaism into Christianity, so many a heathen wished
to carry with him the ethnic ideas dear to him, and mingle them
with the Christian elements. Christianity was a pmactical, not a
Speculative religion. It held out the hope of a glorious future to
those who believed in Jesus as the Christ, But many who embraced,
or at least were interested in the new religion, brought their om

Prejudices and presuppositions to explain it,

many relizion:, The outward manifestation: of religion in ceremon-

t Hence Gnosticism may be defined a3 an attitude of mind toward
_z:l.ea and myths were but orude attempts to express the deeper feelings

:
{of men to.ard the unseen; and the'e naturally varied with the spirit-

i
jual condition of the individual. Thus in one sense Gnosticism was
i

& phase which by the fourth century had passed away; in another it
18 so permanent among men that it may be said that it never can be
itraced to any beginning, and its end can mever be predicted. A

s e S

:great deal o the most modern manifestations of religion are only
ithe old Gnosticism in a new guise.

_ The great test to which primitive Christianity was exposed

| from the outside world was not so much the danger of suscumbing to
Persecution, as of losing itself in the popular philosophies of the
heathen and Jewlh world. In the critical period of the first half
of the second century the subject for investigation is how the
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Christian religion exsaped being one of the many forgotten creeds
of the Early Roman Bupire, and emerged in a definite and permanent

fornm,

7.)
Kurtz in his Church History has given us a fine evaluation

of the synoretistic spirit that prevailed at the time:

A persistent conviction that the ancient world had
| exhausted it:elf and was no longer able to resist
*1ts threatened overthrow now prevailed and drove
i the deepest thinkers to adopt the boldest and grandest
-Syncretism the world ha; ever besheld, in the blending
;0f all the previously isclated and. heterogeneous
!elements of culture as a final attempt at rejuvenating
‘of that which had become old, / Even within the borders
:of the church, this Synoretism, favored bty the pre-
va.!l:lng ;pirit of the age, iafluenced those of superior
oulture to whom the church doctrine of the age did not
iseem to make enough of theosophical principles and
i 8peculative thought while the wor:hip of the church
gseemed dry and barren, .-Out of the fusing ef cosmo-
i logical myths of Oriental and Greek paganism with
:Ghri stian historical elements in the crucible of its
mm speculation, there arose numerocus systems of a
h:l.g,her fanta ti. ort of religiou: philésophy, which
:were included under the ccmmon name of Gnostioism,
iThe pagan element is on the whole the srevalling one,
,:I.no.smuoh a; in most Gnostic systems, Christianity is
: not represented a: the conclusion and completion of
! the development of salvation given in the Old
i Testanent, but often merely as the continuation and climax
of the pagan reli:ion of nature and the pagan mystery
worship. The utt:l.tude of this heretical gnosis tovard
holy Soripture was variou:;. By means of allegorical
interpretation :ome endeavored to prove their system
from i1t; others preferred to depreciate the apostles
as falcifier: of the original purely gno:tic dostrine
rr Christ, or to remodel the apostolic writings in
accordance with their own views, or even to produce a
Bible of their ow after the principles of their om
schools. With them, however, for the most part, the
tradition of ancient wisdom as the communicated secret
dootrine stood hi:her than holy Soripture."

7') PO” Ibid.

——

)
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2. THE THEOLOGY OF GYOSTICISM IN GENERAL

9. MATTER IS EVIL

Gnosticism addressed itself to the ame problems which lay
at the foundation of all Oriental religions, the relation of
finite man to the infinite God, How can an imperfect world proceed
from a perfect God? What is the relation of spirit to matter? How
did evil enter the world? that is evil? :

The answer wa not supplied by the Greek philosophers, who had
not allowed themselve: to perple x their mind; with the problem
usually preferring to dvell on the less gloomy side of life. Far
otherwise was it with Oriental :, to whom the existence of evil was
& /juestion of all-absorbing interest. Indian: and Persians had
meditated thereon and had decided by universal agreement-that
everything which was material, or that could be preceived by the
natural senses of man, partook of the nature of evil.

Gnosticiam sought to present the solution, There are, it
&aught, two worlds in sharp contrast with one another, the worlds
of the good and of the evil, the worlds of 1ight and of darkness,
the spiritual world and the material world which 1s evil, Thus
it returned to the duali:m of Zoroaster.

If the material of which this world comsists 13 casentia}ly
evil, it is evident that it cannot be the creation of the ;upreme
God. It 1: al o obvious that the union between God and the world
cannot possibly be a direct one, but must be through the medium
of agencies the lowest of which approaches most nearly to material

existence,
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Hence, stress was laid on a tran:cendental, nameless,
unknowable, not-being God corresponding to the "Great
Unknown® of modern times. Mediary beings = the Pleroma - were
believed to furnish intercourse between this far-distant God and
mankind, There was great roapee.t for the Great lMother, called
Sophia, or Wisdom. In the Christian period Sophia was usually
ldentified with the Holy Spirit. The two primary and e:ual
Powers, Good and Evil, are co-eternal; hmsnce, the m;.rked
dualism in all gnoitic systems. A special divine egent was to
be the Redeemer of the world. 8mnl extra-canonical accounts
of the Greation were advosated. GOod himself did not directly
oreate the world. From him proceeded a series of emanations or
@eons on a descending :cale. The lowest of these emanations
was called tl;e Demiurgus or Creator. He was identified 11:& the
God of the Jews, the Jehovah of the Gld Testament. Hemoe, the
Father of Jesus Christ, the God of the Christians, was vastly
inferior to the Supreme God; and thes apostles of Christ would
accordingly be vastly inferior to the apostles of this Supreme
Being, The Gnostics would stamp the 0ld Testament revelation
from Jehovah as far inferior to the true ';houa' or revelation

of the Supreme Being. 8.)

GNOSTIC CONCEPTION OF THE UNIVERSE

The number of
intermediary beings
vary from 3 - 365
in different

Gnostic systems ==ee Pleroma:; a mediary

Being

Governed by Demiurge-
meeeeicesee=e Creator-Jehovah: an
 World : inferior ason
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The idea of emanations can best be expressed a: follows:

Suprems Being goN® Demiurge
Pty /-;A )

& .

{ "} 503000020304 O

At Flodoms

10. ANGELS TO BE WORSHIPPED

The worship of angels is a natural omnsequence of
the foregoing. Nan camnot understand ome who is separated from
his world by so vast a gulf as the perfect God, fe can only
epproach Hinm throug.h a miltitude of beings which form part of a
vast chain of emanation: uniting the infinite to the finite.

11. THE REDEEMER AND HIS INCARNATION
When a part of the spiritual world had fallen and had been

i incorporated into material substance the mediary beings, or

inferior gods, held a council to determine h;m these spiritual
elements could be rédeemed, or brought back to the world of
light., The gods decided that each should contribute the be:t he
had and jo they oreated a new god, the Redeemer. His "humiliation®
consisted in his leaving the world of light to come down to our
world, in order that he might gather the spirits incarnated or
bound up in matter.

But if we acknowledge that matter is inherently evil, we
cannot ddmit the dootrine of the Incarnatiom. Christ, the
highest emanation from the Father, cannot have soiled himselfl by

8.) Qualdben - Ibid. p. 72
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taking a material body. That "the word became flesh, and
dwelt among us® % )had to be explained away. This wa; done in
one of several ways.

1. Christ had a phantom body. He was not truly bornm,
and hence He did not :uffer on the Cross.

2, Jesus was an ordinary human being upon whom the
divine Crist came in baptism, and left him before
the Crucifixion.

3¢ A distinction was made betwesn a higher, heavenly

Christ, and a lower, earthly Christ.

12, OGNOSTIC REDEMPTION

Since the material or the matural is evil, it is to be
fought against. The spiritual mst be freed from the world of
matter, Indeed, the truly spiritual are already freed from and
above it, Accordingly, Christianity with its great idva of redemp-
tion is to the Gnostics the worlde-renewing principle, but it }s not
redemption from sin and guilt, but deliverance of the spiritual
froa tie material; it is not soteric, but cosmic principle; and
in spite of the fact that the Ghostis.: sought to elevate Christianity
to the position of the universal religion, they robbed Chri.:tianity
of its fundamental and essential elements, ;

Sin is conceived of a:; residing in matter or the body, and
not as the Christians believed, in the heart or in the moral nature
of man. The Fall was identified with the incorporation of material
substance in the wilverse, and t.hc fall of man simply consisted in

9') John 1. n

:
2
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the incarnation of pirits in material bodies, where these
pirits were held as in a pri:on house. The resurrection of the
body is emphatically denied, It merely consists in 1liberating
the :pirit from the material.

Salvation comes through knowledge (gnosis) imparted by the
Redeemer. A higher knowledge than i; possessed by ordinary menm is
necessary for liberation. This, they claimed, was recognized as
& truth by the Christian teachers, especially St. Paul who in
I. Corintians 2, 1} speaks of the impossibility of the natural
man understanding spiritual ﬂun.gs. But while the Christian
Sought thi: spiritual perception from God, through Christ's work,
the Gnostios a: a rule believed it to be the exclusive posse:sion
of those higher natur: who were born capable of enjoying the
benefit of more perfect instruction. The "gnosis’ in the eyes of
the latter, was the posse .l:lon of a favored few, who alohe were
capable of emancipation from the re training infl uences of
naterizl existence.

Christ's office as the Redeemer was not to atone for the sins
of the world, but to bring knowledge to the world, e:pecially Gnosis
to the pneumatics. This Gnosis aids the pneumatic to find his way
to tho upper world at death and also leads to moral purificatiom
and a perfect 1ife on this world. -

13, GNOSTIC VIEW OF THE BODY

Matter being evil, the body must be evil, and consequently

the duty of the trus Gnostic was to :how himself hostile to it, Iwo

courses lay open to him:
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le Either to conquor its desires by ascetic
pragtices,
2« Or to adopt the alternative of showing that
he con:idered the body to be e contemptible that
he saw no harm in degrading it 'by indulgence in every
species of sin., Simon Magus claimed that the elect
could sin with impunity, since gold when plunged into
mire, loses not its beauty. %)
14. MICROCOSM AND MAGROCOSK
The doctrine of microcosm and macrocosm has, by some recent
investigator:, been con:idered the essential key to a study of
Gnosticism. As man consists of body, soul, and spirit, :o the
universe must have a correiponding divi ion, mr visible world,
linited by the sky, corre pond. to the human body. The region of
the star: and the Holy Seven planets, corresponds to the human
soul, The third heaven, where God and the Sophia dwell, corresponds
o the humen mind. This same dootrine divided mankind into three

Ty e

groups,
l. The "hylics®", or men of earth, who are not capﬁ.'blo

of being saved. This diviiion corre:ponds to our

world,

2. The "psychics®, or men of heaven, who might or might
not be saved. This corresponds to the Hebdomad, the
region of the Seven Planets,

3. The "pneumatics®, or men of God, who alone Wwere sure

10.) Compare the Christian view of the body a3 "the temple of the
Holy >pirit. I Corinthians 6, 193 Romans 12, l.
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of salvation. This correspond; to the Ogdoad,

12.) where God dwells.
Klotsche  1in his book "An Outline of the History of Doctrines®

gives this sumary of the charaateri:tic dostrine of Gnosticisms

"l. From the :upreme God, the absolute and infinite
being, the "ineffable One", is to be distinguished
the Creator of the World, the Demiurge.

2. Prom the Supreme God must likewise be distinguished
the Old Testament God, for the creator of the world
is the God of the Jews,

3. latter is eternal; it did not emenate from God, but
the two stand dualistically opposed to each other,

4. The present world came into existence by a process
of emanation or evolution. Fallen divinities, or
spirits, sank down into the world of matter, or
evil, which previcusly insensible, was animated into
1ife and activity.

5. Matter is identified with evil,

6. There is a natural and gradual unfolding of the
divine potency, or emanation fram the divine being,
The product: of emanation are called aeons, which
are thought to be the media of creation, development,
and redemption o the world,

7« The lowest and weakest of these asons, the Demiurge
is the Creator of the world,

8+ One of the highest asons appears as the Redeemer in
whom the celestial aeon and the human person are
clearly to be distinguished,

9« His mission was the deliverance of the captive
spiritual elements from matter by the imparting of
knowledge. (Gnosis)

10, The means of this deliverance are mystical rites,
Gnosis and asgcetisism,

11.) Ibid, p. 2122, Essentially the same as Seeberg -
*Lehrbuch der Dogmer je chichte.®




«19=

1l. Mankind i: divided into three different olasses
and so fitted for different destiniesy the
caurch is the congregation of the pneumatics or
ipiritual men who are capable of Gnosis; the
psychical are capable only of pistis (faith) and
will therelfore obtain a lower degree of eternal
blis:, while the hrlic or carnal’'are left in
hopeless subjeotion to the powers of Satan.
12, The Christian Eschatology as a whole is rejected.
There is no room for the resurrection of Christ,
nor the resurrection of the dead. The only thing
to be expected from the future is the complete
deliverance of the spirit from matter and its
final return into the pleroma,®
15. THE FORM OF GNOSTICISM
Gnosticis:a is not abstract spesulation, but mystiec
religien ba:ed on revelation, If it were merely an unintelligibe
tissue of puerile ub urdities and impious bla-phemie:, ac 11:' is
grotes;uely portrayed by older h.istor:lans. it would not have
fascinated so many vigorous intellects and produced such a long-
Sontinued agitation in the ancient church, It is an attempt to
solve same of the deepest metaphysical and theological problems,
Yot in their daring attempt to explain the mysteries of an upper
world, they disdained the trammels of reason, and resorted to
direct spiritual intuition. Henmce, they speculate not so much
in a logical and dialectic mode, as in an imaginative and semi-
poetic way, and they clothe their idea; not in the clear and
sober language of reflection, but in the meny-colored, fantastic,
mythological dress of type, symbol and allegory. This monstrous

nonsense and the most absurd conceits are chaotically mingled up

with profound thoughts and postic intuitions.
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All Gnostic sects boasted of a mystic revelation and
a deeply veiled wisdom, in no way accessible to the
uninitiated, This; seoret and mysteriouf knowledge was not to
be yroved and propagated by scientific demonstration. It was
to be obtained only through initiation into the mysteries and
believed by the initiated and anxiocusly guarded as a secret.
Hence, great importance was attached to holy rites, and sacred
formulas, name; and :ymbols. They had a number of Sacraments,
such as baptism, by water, by Spirit and by fire; anointment by
oil; a -upper; a sacracent of the bridal chamber, etc.

Casting aiide altogether the Old Testament, the (Gnostic
schools supported their dootrines by arbitrary and allegorical
interpretation of the apostolic writing: and by unwritten tradi-
tions of apostolic teaching and apooryphal go-spolltz. )mos:ls
promised to raise its adherents far above the faith of ordinary
Christian; end aid them in obtaining a higher degree of mortality.

With all this, Gnosticism perverted Christianity, basing it
on ancient Oriental theosophy. In the second century Gnosticism
became the gravest of all dangers to Christianity. Substituting
heathen speculation it claimed to be the universal re.igion,

It promised spiritual renclrd. without true repentance through
outvard ascetioism. It dlured many by the charm of mystern

connected with its dootrimn

32,) *Such aposryphal dostrines aroSe in great numbers in the
second century, Epiphanius, in his Twenty-Sixth Heresy, counts
the apocrypha of the Gnostics by thou ands, and Iremaeus f'ound
among the Valentinians alone a countless multitude of such
writings®, Schaff, "History of the Chri thn Church®,

Vol. II. De 451 :
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16. THRTE SIGHIFICANT GNOSTIO TREND? EVIDENT TODAY

In the first.place, the Gnostioc sests stood for the
general principle of Ratdonalism as against the principle of
Traditionalicm. The modern mind has a prejudice in favor of
Rationalism, as if it must be ration;l, and aginst Traditional-
ism as if that must mean the acceptance of everything that has
ever been told as a tradition., A distinction more nearly
accurate would be that Rationalism is a method of fancy, and
Traditionalism, a method of exact historical science. The
historical method appeals to an unbroken chain of testi:iony as
to what Jesus Christ actually gave to Hi: di:ciple: and regards
that as infallibly true. The Rationalist asks whether this or
that statement of religion sati:fies the injuirer's mind. If
no:h. it i1s not to be acocepted. Thus has Gnosticism in every
age brushed aside that which antagonizes rea:en,

In the next place, the Gnostic had an exaggerated idea of
the value of knowledge. He held,as many do in the:e days,
that education was salvation. All s3in was delusion. Even the
host of evil spirits were represented as enslaved by error
rather than willfully choosing evil when good was before them.
As in the:e day:y so in those, the consejuences of s;uch a
theory were bad. Sin does not appear sinful when it is stated
that a better knowledge will do away with it,

Another common feature of the Gnostic sect: was the habit
of regarding matter a. evil, "The spirit i1s good," says the
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Gnostic, "but the flesh is bad.® Man 1s dragged down by the
inprisomment of hi: spirit in the body. Deliver him from that
bondage and he will .oon be perfected. That Gnostic:tendency
reappears today in what is called "Christian Seience?, which
teaches that matter is a mere delusion fastened upon the %spirite
by *mortal mind". Again, this teaching orcps cut in the denial of
the Resurrection of the body.

B. VARIOUS GIOSTIC SCHOOLS

We have studied the Gnostic movement in general, but we
will not zain a complete picture of this heresy unless we
Study it in all its various phases and ramifications, for each
leader represents a slightly different tendency.u.)

17. SIMON MAGUS

Simon lagus is a historical character known to us from the
elghth chaphr of Acts. He was probably a native of Githon in
Samaria as Justin Martyr reports, but he may nevertheless be
identical with the contemporaneous Jewish magician of the same
name, whom Josephus mentions as a mative ol Cyprus and as a friend
of Procurator Felix.

Simon represented himself as a sort of emanation of the
deity, (*The power of God which is Great®) made a great noise
among the half-pagan, half-Jewish Samaritans; by his sorceries,
was baptized by Phillip about the year 40, but terribly rebuked

13.) We ‘hall foliow the enumeration of >chaff, Vol. II, p. 461 £f,
TChurch Hi:ctoryi.
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by Peter for hypoori-y and abuse of holy things to sordid
ends, He thus afford- the Fir:t instance in church history of
& coni'used syncretism in union with magical arts; and ‘ofar as
this goes, the Church Father-: are right in calling him the
patriarch or the magister and progenitor (Iro;!louSJ of all
heretic:, and of the Gnostics in particular. Be:ide: him, two
other contemporaneou: Samaritan:, Dositheus and lMenander bore
the reputation of heresiarchs, Samaria wa: a fertile soil of
religious synoretism even before Christ, and the natural
birth-place of that synoret:llt:l:l heresy - Gnosticism, .

The wandering 1ife and teac.ing of Simon were fabulously |
garnished in the second and third centuries bty Catholics and |
heretios, Simon the Magician is contrasted as the apoitle of |
Falsehoo:_l_ with Simon Peter, the Apostle of Truth. He follows
hin aa darkness follow the light, from oity o oity, in company
with Helena (who had beehh a prostitute at Tyre, but was now A
elevated to the dignity of his first ason); he is refuted by =
Peter in public disputations at Caesarea, Antioch and Rome. y
At last he is ignominiously defeated by Peter after a mock-
re :urrection and mock-ascension before the Biperor Nero. He
ends with suiocide, while Peter gains the Crown of Martyrdom,

The Gnosticism which Irenmeus, Hippolytus and other
fathers asoribe to this Simon is crude, and belongs to the
sarlier phase of this heresy. It was embodied in a work called
"The Great Amnouncement® or "Proclamation® of which Hippolytus
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&lves an analysis, According to 3imon the origin of all is
fire, and this Unbegotten Fire, produced the Boundless Power
who i. potentially but not actually in six roots or aeons.
A female ason, he being the Great Power, had long beem impriscmed
in the form of women of surpassing beauty, like Helen of Troy,
and now dwelt in Helen of Tyre, who traveled a: his companion,
having been "redeemed® by Simon when a pro:tituse Hippolytus
Says that Simon claimed to have been orucified,in appearance
only, as the Son in Judaea; had been manifested a: the Father
in Samaria; and as the 'loly Spirit elsewhere. Bere. we have the
Gnostic conoeption of the sysygy, or marriage of male and female
aeons.

The sect of the Simonians, which continued into the third
century, took its name, if not its rise, from Simon Magus, and
Worshipped him as a redeeming genius, It chose the most infamous
characters of the 0ld Testament for it: heroe- and was immoral in

it: principles and practices.

18, THE NICOLAITANS
The Ricolaitan: are mentioned a3 a licentious sect in the
Apocalypse. (2, 6.15) They claimed as their founder Niocolas, a
Proselyte of Antioch and one of the seven deacons of the congrega-
tion of Jerusalem.(Acts 6,5) He is supposed to have apostatized

from the true faith, and taught the dangerous principle that the
flesh must be abused,that ik, at least as understood by his
diiciples, that one must make the whole round of seasuality to

became its perfect masters




-25-
@HOSTICISM

But the views of the fathers are conflicting, Irenaeus

(who 1s followed by Hippolytus) gives a very unfavorable account.

He says "They lead lives of unrestrained indulgence. The

character of. these men 1s very plainly pointed out in the Apocalypse
of John, where they are represented as teaching that it is a matter
of indifference to practice sdultery, and to eat things sacrificed
to idols.

However, (lement of Alexandria says that Nicola: was a faith-
ful husband and brought up hi; children in purity, but that his
disciples misunderstood hi: saying, "that we must fight against
the flesh and abu.e it",

19. CERINTHUS

Cerinthus appeared towards the close of the first century in
Asie Minor, and came in confliet with the aged apostle John who is
Ssupposed by Irenaeus to have opposed his Gnostic ideas in the Gospel
and Epistles, The story that John left a public bath wiien he saw

Cerinthus, the enemy of the truth, fearing that the bath might
fall in, and the similar story of Polycarp meeting Marcion and
calling him "the first-born of Satan®, reveal the intense abhorrence
with which the orthodox churchmen of those days loocked upon heresy.
Cerinthus -usm' = Egyptian either by birth or ceaversien,
studied in the :chool of Fhilo in Alexandria, was cne of the false
apostles who opposed Paul and demanded ocircumcision (Galatians 2,4;
2 Qorinthians 11, 13), claimed to have received angelic revela=
tions, traveled through Paleitine and Galatia and once came to

Ephesus, The time of his death is unknown.

14.) According to the uncertain traditions collected by Epiphanius,
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His views, as far as they can be ascertained from confused
accounts, assiga him a position between Judaism and Gnosticism
Proper. He rejected all the Gospels except a mutilated lhtt;zew.
taught the validity of the Mosaic law and the millennial kingdam.
He was thus strongly Judai:tic and may be counted among the
Eblonite:; but in true Gnostic style he di:tinguished the world-
meker from God, and represented 'tho former as 2 subordinate power,
as an intermediate, though not exactly hostile being. In his
Christology he separates the earthly men Jesus, who was a socn of
Joseph and Mary, from the heavenly Christ, who descended upon the
man Jesus in the form of a dove at the Baptism in the Jordan,
imparted to him the gemuine kmowledge of God and the power of miracles,
but forsook him in the Passion to rejoin him only at the coming of
the Messianic kingiom of glory. The millenium has. its center in
Jerusalem and will be followed by the restoration of all things.

The Alogl, an obscure anti-trinitarian and anti-chiliastic
Sect of the second century, regarded Cerinthus as the author of the
Apocalypse of John and alio of the fourth Gospel becau:e of the
chiliasm supposedly taught in them,

Simon Magu:, the Nicolaitan:, and Cerinthus belamg to the
second half of the first century. We now proceed to the more
developed system: of Gnosticism which belong to the first half of
the second century, and which continued to flourish till the

middle of the third,

—
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20 BASILADES
IN ALEXANDRIA «~ A.D.125

! Basilide - produced the first well-developed system of
Gno:is, but it a3 too metaphyiical and intricate to be popular.
He claimed to be a diioiple of the apostle Matthias and of an
Interpreter of St. Peter, named Glaucias, He taught in Alex-
andria during the reign of Hadrian (117=-138 A.D.). His early
youth fell in the second generation of Christians, and this gives
his quotations from the writings of the N.T. considerable
apologetic value. He wrote "twenty-four books on the Gospelr,
This work was probably a commentary on the canonical Gospels.

His dootrine is very peculiar, especially according to the
extended and original desoriptiom of it in the "Philosophumena®,
of Hippolytus, in which he deviates in many respests from the
Statements of many of the other Church Fathers, but which
neverthele:s must be regarded as correct, since he probably
derived his information from the work: of Basilides himself, The
system is ba-ed on‘the Egyptian astronomy and the Pythagorean
numerical synfmm.“_'h betrays also the iafluence of Aristotle,
but Platonism, the emanation theory, and dualism do mot appear,

Basilides is monotheistic rather than dualistic in his
grim.ry idea, and thus differs from the other Gnostigs, though

2 ]h.tcr agoounts make him a dualist. He starts from the most ab-

strasct notion of the absolute, to which he denies even existence.
The ineffable and unnamable God, not only super-existent, but non-

oexistent, first forms W his cpseative word the world-seed, that

is chaos, fron which the world develops itself according te
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arithmetical relations.

In the world-seed Ba:ilides distinguished three kinds of
Son-ship or three races of childrean of God, a pneumatic, a p:ychig,
and a hylic. The fir:t son-ship liberate: its;elf immediately from
the world-seed and rises to Qed and remain. in the Pleroma. The
S8econd son-ship, with the help of the Holy Spirit, who bears 1t
up a3 the wing bears the bird, strives to follow the first but
can only attain to the 1limit of the firmament. The third son-ship
remains fixed in the world-seed and is in need of purification and
redemption. .

Next Basilides makes two archons or worlderulers issue from
the world-seed. The first or great archon oreates the upper
heaven, the Ogdoad, as it 1s called. The second is the maker and
ruler of the lower planetary heaven below the moon, the Hebdomad,

Each of the two archons, however, socording to a higher
ordinance, begets a im, who tower: far above his father, commmi.
cates %o him the knowledge receivid from the Holy Spirit concerning
the upper spiriteworld and the plan of redemption, and leads him
to repentance. wWith this begins the process of the redemption or

L I i Sm—

return of the ighing children of God, that is the pneumatics, to
the super-mundane God. This is effected by Christianity, and ends
with the consummation or apokatastasis of all things. Basilides
held a three-fold Christ, the som of the first archon, the :ond
of the second archon, and the son of Marye

In his moral teaching Basilides inculocated a moderate
asoetiolam, from which, however, his school soon departed. He used

a3 the basi: of his teaching some of Paul's Epistles and the canoni-
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cal Gospels, Hi. son Isidore was hi: chief disciple. The
Basilidians,e:pecially in the weit, seem to have been dualistic
and docetic in theory, and. dissolute in practice. The whole life
of Christ was to them a mere shams A spurious Basilidian sect
maintained itielf in Egypt til1l the end of the fourth century.

21. VALERTINUS
I ROME - 140 A, De
Valentinuels. )15 the author of the most profaound and

luxuriant, as well as the most influential and best knowneof the
Gnostic systems. Iremaeus directed hi: work especially against
Valentinus, He founded a large school and spread his dootrines
in the West, He claimed to be a student of Theudasy a pupil of
St. Paul. He alio pretended to have received revelations from
the Logo: in a vi:ion., He wa: probably of Egyptian Jewish
descent and Alexandrian education. Tertulllan report:, perhaps
from hi; om conjecture, that he broke wita the orthodox church
from disappointed ambition, not being made a bishop, He came to

Rome about 137 and stayed til1l1 154. At that time Rome was the

center of the church and the gathering place of all sects, He was

thus one of the first Gnostics who taught in Rome about the same

time with Cerdo and Marcian. Though he made considerable impression

witn his genius and elogquence, the church was too orthodox and he

was excommunicated.

He went to Cyprus where he died about 160 His system dessribes
in three acts the creation, the fall and the redemption. He derived

15.) Cf. 3chaff "Church Iistory® Vol II p.472
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his material from his om fertile imagination, from Oriental and
Greels speculation and from Christian ideas.

Valentinu; starts from the eternal primal Being which he
calls "Abyss®, It is the f;thonleu depth in which the thinking
mind is lost, the ultimate boundary beyend which it cannot pass.
The Bythos or Abyss continues for immeasurable ages in silent
contemplation of his own boundless grandeur, glory, and beauty.
This *Silence" or "Solitude® is his Spouse.(Syzygy)

Af'ter this eternal silence, God enters upon a process of
evolution or emanation, From the abyss emanate thirty aeons in fif-
teen pairs, in three generations, fhe fir:t called the Ogdoad, the
Second the Decad, the third the Dodecad. The aeons constitute
together the Pleroma, _nley all partake in sub.tance of the 1life
of the aby:s, but their forn i; conditioned by the Heros, the
liniting power of God.

The process of the fall and redemption takes place first in
the ideal world of the Plerama, and i; then repeated in the lower
world. In thi; progess, the lower Wisdom or Sophia plays an
important part. She is the mundans soul, a female ason, the
weakest and most remote member of the series of aeons (the twenty-
eighty of thirty). Feeling her lonliness and estrangement from the
great Father she wishes to unite herself immediately, without regard
to the intervening links, with him who is the originating principle
of the universe. 3he jumps, as it wers, by a single bound inteo ;
the depth of the eternal Father, and brings forth of herielf alone
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an abortion. By this sinful passion she introduced confuiion
and disturbance into the Pleroma. She wanders about outaide
1t and suffers with fear, anxiety and despair beanuse of her
aborticn. This is the fall,

But Sophia yearns after redemption. The asons sympathize
with her suffering; and a pirations and the eternal Father himself
comaands the projection of the la:t pair of aeon:, Christ and the
Holy Spirit, to restore order in the Pleroma. They comfort and cheer
Sophia and separate the thortic_ui from the Pleroma, At last the
thirty aeons together project in honor of the Father the uon Soter
or Jesus, and send him forth beyond the Plereoma a: a Spouse for
Sophia, and as a rectifier of her sufferings. Sophia is then
purged of all passions and brought back into the ideal worlde

We have ugci.n three redeeming beings:

1. The heavenly Christ who with the Holy Spirit fomms
the last pair of asons. He also announces the plan
of redemption to the other ascms.

2, The Soter, produced by all the maeon: to unite with
SOPMIQ

3. The Jewish Messiah, sent by the Demiurge and
orucified by the Jew:, He is united with the Soter
and lead:; the pneumatics to perfection,

22, THE SCHOOL OF VALENTINUS
Of all the forms of Gnostici:m, that of Valentinus was the
most popular and influential. He had a large nuaber of followers
but his school i; divided chiefly into two branches, an Italian and

an Oriental,
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Ae ITALIAN SCHOCL

1.

3.

Heracleon flouri-hed ‘omewhere in Italy, between
170-180, He is the earlie:t known commentator on

the Gospel of John. Although he acknowledges it

as canonical, he reads hi; cwn system into it. He
finds in John the favorite Valentinian ideas of
logos, 1life, light, love, conflict with darkness,

and hysteries in all the numbers. Yet he deprives
the faots of historical realness, e.g. = The woman of
Samaria represents the redemption of Sophia.

Ptolemy is the author of the Epistle to Flora, a
wealthy Christian lady, whem he tried to convert teo
the Valentinian ;ystem. He deals chiefly with the
objection that the Creation of the world and the Old
Te:tament could not proceed from the highest God.
Marcos taught in the second half of the second
ocentury probably in Asia Minor and :Gaul, He blended
numerical symbolism with the ideas of his master, and
introduced a ritual abounding in ceremonies, EHis
followers were called Marcosians,

B. ORIENTAL SCHOOL

1.

Axionico: i1s mentioned by Hippolytus but not kmowmn

otherwise,

.Bardesanes was a distinguizhed Syrian scholar and poet

who 1ived at the court of the prince of Blessa at the
olose of the second and in the early part of the third
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century. Hardly a Gnostic. He was at first
orthodox but became' corrupted by contact with the
Valentinians, Eusebius says on the gontrary that he
was in later 1ife an orthodox icholar who wrote
against the heresy of Marcian, His writings show no
trade of the Gnostic mythology and duali.m usually

asoribed toshgm-
16.
3. Harmonius, son of Bardesanes, or Bardesanes himself,

is the father eof Sy.r:l.m hymnology. He or his father
composed a book of one hundred and fifty hymns (after
the Psalter), which were used on festivals, till they
were -uperceded by the orthodom hymns of St. Ephraem

Tuwcs
the Syrian, who retained the :ame meters and Himms.

Only wvaguely gnostic.

23, MARCION

Marcion was the most earnest, the most practi cal, and the
most dangerou; among the Gnostics, full of emergy and zeal for re-
forming, but restless, rough and eccentric, He has a remote connece
tion with umodern questiecns of biblical oriticism and the canon, He .
could see only superficial differences in the Bible, not its deeper
harmoeny, However, he rejected the heathen mythology of the othcy
Gnostics, and adhered to Christianity as the anly true religion.
Ho represents an extreme anti-Jewish tendency, and a magical supre~ .
naturalism which nullifies all hi:tory and turns the Gospel into an

16.) Cf Sobaff *Church History®" Vol. II p.482
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“l"“l'to unnatural aspearances

Marcion o tue son of a blihop of Simcpe in Poatus who
8ave hi.: property to the church, but was excemmmicated by his
own father, probably on account of his heretical opinions and
contempt of authority. He came t: Rome in 140 A.D. and joined the
Syrian Gnostic Cerdo, who gave him same speculative foundation for
his practical dualism. He is said to have intended to apply at last
for restoration to the commnion of the Catholic church, when ho.
dled. He wrote a rescension of the Gospel of Luke and the Pauline
epistles. Justin Martyr rezarded him as the most formidable heretic
of his day and Polycarp called him *the first-born of Slhn'_.

Marcion supposed two or three primal forces: the good God,
whom Christ £ir;t made known; evil matter, ruled bs the devil;
and the righteous world-maker who is the finite imperfect, angry
Jehovah of the Jews. He rejected the pagan emanation theory, the
Seoret tradition, and the allegorical :lntcrprei'ia.t:lon of the Gnostics,
In his system he has no Pleroma, no aeons, no sysygles, no suffering
Sophia. s

Ho rejected all the books of the Old Testazment, In his view,
Cari:tianity ha: no connection whatever with the past, but has fallen
abru tly and mazically, as it were, from ..eaven. Chriit, too, was
not born at ;111. but suddenly descended into the city of Capernaum
in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius, and appeared a:
the revealed of the good God. His body was a mere appearance, and
l-u.s death an illusion, though they had a real meaning, He cast &he
Demiurge into Hades, secured the redemption of- the soul, (not the

body), and called apostle Paul to preach ite
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Marcion formed a canon of hi: own, which consisted of
aleven books, an abridged and mutilated Gospel of Luke and ten of
Paul 's epistles. Notwithstanding his violent antinomianism,
Marcion taught and practiced the strictest ascetic self-discipline,
which revolted not only from all pagan festivitie:, but even fram
merriege flesh and wine. In worship he excluded wine from the
eucharist, but retained the sacramental bread, water=baptism,
anointing with oil, and the mixture of milk and honey givean to
the newly baptized. :

The Marcionite sect spread in Italy, Egypt, North Africa,
Syprus and Syria. His Sollowers included; Prepo, Lucanus and
Appeles. Constantine forbade the Marcionites freedom of wor:hip
but they existed in the fifth century, and the Trullan Council
of 692 thought it worth while to make provi:ion for the reconciliae-
tion of the Marcionite. Remain; of them are found as late as the

tenth century.

2h. OPHITES
The origin of the Ophite:, or in Hebrew, Naasenes, 1.6.,
Serpent-Brethren or Serpeant Worshippers, is unknown and i3 placed
by iome before the time of Ghrist. In any case, their system is
of purely heathen stamp. The sect 13 connected with Syro-Chaldaie
mythology and still existed as late ns'the 6th genturysfor in

530 Justinian passed laws against it.
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Their name cames from their asoribing special import to the
sorpent as the type of gnosis, with referenmce to the history of
the fall (Gane 3, 1), the magic rod of Moses, (Exs 4, 2+3), and
the healing power of the bramsm serpent in the wilderness (Nume
2l, 9 Compare John 3, 14)e That mysterious awe-inspiring rep-
tile which looks like the embodiment of a thumderbolt, or like
& fallen angel, tortucusly oreeping in the dust is in the Bible
the Devil, the father of lies, who caused the ruin of mang but
in these false religlans it is the gymbol of divine wisdam and
an object of adoratione

The serpent far from being the seduser of the race was its
first gohoolmaster and oivilizer by teaching it the difference
botween good and evil. So the Ophites, regu.;'ded the fall of Adsm
as the transition from the state of unconoious bondage to the
state of consoious judgment end freedame They identified the
Serpent with the Logos, or the mediator between the Father and
the Matter, bringing dovn the powers of the upper world to the
lower world, and leading the retura fram the lower to the higher.

Viith this view is comnected their violent opposition to the
Old Testement Jaldabaocth (Product of chaos), as they termed the
God of the Jews and the oreator of the world, was, according to
them, a malicious misanthropic being. In other respests their
dootrine strangly resembles the Valentinien system, exvept that
it is much more pantheistic, unchristian, immoral, and far less
developed, 2

The Ophites branched out into three sects:
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1l,) The Sethites considered the third son of Aden the
first pneumatic man and the forerummer of Christ,
2¢) The Peratae (Transcendontalists) are deseribed by
Hippolytus as allegoriging astrologers and as mystic
tritheists,.who taught throe God, three Logoi, threce
Minds, three liens Christ has a three-fold nature,
body, and powers
3.) The Cainites boasted of the descent {ram Cain and
made hinm their leader., They regarded the God of the
Jews as a positively evil being, wham to resist
is virtue. Henoce they turned the history of saol-
vation upside down and honored all the infamous
characters of the 0ld and New Testaments fram Cain
to Judas as spiritual men and martyrs to the truth.
Judas Iscariot alone among the apostles had the
gcoret of true knowledge, and betrayed the psgichic
Messiah with good intenmt to destroy the em.ire of
the evil God of the Jewss
Ho wonder that such blasphemous travesty of the Bible history,
‘and such predileotion for the serpent and his seed was comnected
with the most unbridled antinomianism, which changed vice into
virtuee They thought it a necessary part of "perfect knowledge"
to have a oomplete experience of all sins, including even un=-
nemable vices,
Some have identified the Ophites with the false teashers de-
nounced in the Epistle of Jude (verses 8 and 11)s The resemblance
is vory striking and those heretics may have been the forerumers
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of the Ophites of the scoond ecenturys

25¢ SATURNINUS

Contemporary with Basilides under Hadrian was Saturninus in
Autioch. He was 1like him a pupil of Memander. His system is
distinguidhed for its 'I;old dualism between God and Satan, the two
antipodes of the universe, and for its ascetio sevority. God
is the unfathomable Abyss, a:solutely unlmown, Fram him emanates
by degrees the apiri.i;-world of light, with angels, archangels,
bovers, and dominions. On the lowest degree are the seven plane=
tary spirits with tho Demiurge or God of the Jews at the head.
Satan, as the rulcr of the hyle, is eternally opposed to the rcalm
of lighte The soven spirits invade the realn of Satan, and form
out of a part of the hyle the material world with man, who is
filled by the highest God with a spark of light. Satan oreatcs
in opposition a hylic r:.ce of nen and ingessantly pursues the
spiritual race ::ith his demons and false prophetse Finally, the
good God sends the aeon Nous in an unreal body as Soter on carth,
who teaches the spiritual men by gnosis and strict abstinemce fron
narriage and carnal food to emancipate themselves fram the voxa=-
tions of Satan, and also from the dominion of the Jewish God and
his gtar-spiritis, and to rise to the rcalm of light.

26¢ CARPOCRATES
Carpoorates also lived undor Hadrian, probably at Alexandria
and founded a Gnostioc seot, called by his own name, which put
Christ on a level with heathen phil>sophers, prided itself on
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its elevation above all other popular religions and sank into
wbridled irmoralitye The world is oreated by angels greatly
inferior to the unbegotton Father. Jesus was the son of Joseph,
and just like other men, except that his soul was steadfast and
: puree. He possessed a power fram the Father that by means of it
he might escape fram the oreators of the world, He.then ascended
again to the Father. We may rise to an equality with Jesus by
despiaing in like mammer the oreators of the world.

The carpoom:l.anf,;:)-aotioed ;:J.uo maggioal arts, incantations,
and lov'e\'f:otiona. end had recourse to familiar spirits, dreeam=
sending demans, and other abaminations, declaring that they possess
pPower to rule over the princes and framers of this world. But
they lod a licentious life, and abuged the name of Ghri:at as a
neans of hiding their wickednesse They were the t‘:lrst knowm sect
thet used pictures of Christe
| Epiphancs, a son of Carpoorates, who died at the age of
' soventeon, was the founder of "moshdic” Guostioism, which in
op;:ostion to Dualism seems to have denied the independent exigt-
ence of evil, and resolved it iunto a fiction of human lavs., He
vas vorshipped by his adherents after his death as a god, by

sacrifices, libations, banquets, and singing of hymnse

27« TATIAN AND THE ENCRATITES
Tatian, a rhetorician of Syria was oonverted to Catholio
Christianity by Justin Martyr at Rame, but aftervards strayed
into Gnostioism, and diod As De 172, He resembles Marcion in his
anti-Jowish turn and dismal austerity. Falsely interproting 1 Gor. 7,

17,) According %o Trenaens and Finpolytus
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5 he deolarcd marriage to bo a kind of licentiousness and a
service of the devile He invented certain invisible aeomns simi-
lar to those of Valentinus. His Gospel Harmony (recently redovor-
od) which was written between 163 - 170 shows no olear traces of
Gnostioism unless it be the omission of the gencalogies of Josuse

His followers who kept the system alive t1ll the £ifth cen=
bur:, were oalled, fram their nscetic life, Enoratites, or Abstainers,
and fron their use of wanter in the Lord's Supper, Aquarianss They
abstained fram £lesh, wine, and marriage, not temporarily for
burposes of devotion nor for the sake of expediency or setting
& good exanple, but pe:monently and from principle, on anoqunt of
the supposed intrinsic impurity of the things remounced.

The practice of uging mere water for wine in the Eucharist
vas condamed by Clement of Alcxandria, Cyprian, end Chrysostam,
and forbidden by Theodosius in an edict of 382 A certain class
of modern Abstainers in America have resorted to the seme hereti-

cel uractice end aubsw wator or milk for winee

28¢ JUSTIN THE GNOSTIC

Hippolytus acquaints us with a Gnostic by the name of Justin
of unoertain date and origine He propagated his doctrine scoretlys
and bound his disoiples to silence by solemn caths. He wrote a
munber of books, one called Barush from whicsh Hippolytus gives
an extract. His gnosis is mostly besed on a mystical interpreta~
tion of Genosis, and hos a somewhat Judaizing trend. Hippﬂﬁ“'
indecé classes him with the Naassenes, but Justin took an oppo-
site viow of the serpent as the cause of all evil in history.

He nssumcs threc original principles, two male and one fomal®e

___—_4
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The first is the Good Being; the second, Elohinm, the Father
of oreatirm; the third is called Lden and Israel, and has a double
form, a woman above the n ddle, and a snake belows Elohin falls
in love with Eden, and from their intersourse springs the spirit-
world of tremty angels, ten paternal and ten maternal, and these
beople the world,

29, HERMOGENES

Hormogenes vas a painter in Carthage at the end of the secoond
and the beginning of the third centurys Tertullian desoribcs
hin as a turbulent, loguaciocus, and impudont man, who "married
rore vonen thon he paiutods" He is but remotely oomnected with
Guosticiasn by his Platonic dunlism and denial of the oreation out
of nothing, He dorived the world, imoluding the soul of man fram
the formless, etcrnal matter, and explainod the ugly in the natural
world, as well as the evil in the spiritual, by the resistance
of matter to the formative influemce of God. He taught that
Cirist on his ascension left his body in the sun and then ascend-
ed to the Fathor, Otherwise he was orthodox and did not wish to

Scparate fram the Church,

30 OTHER GNOSTIC SECTS

1l,) The Dooetistas taught that the body of Christ was not
real flesh and blood, but merely a dcoeptive, transicnt
phantam, and consequently he did not really suffer and
die and rise againe Docetism was a charasbeoristic ;
feature of the first antichristian errorists wham Johm
had in view (1 John 4, 25 2 John 7).

2¢) Tho name Antitactes denotes the licemtious antinamian
Gnostic.
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3e) The Prodicinns considered themselves the royal fanily
end in orazy self-conceit thought themselwves above the
law, the Sabbath, and evory form of worship, even above
prayer itself,

Almost every form of immorality and lawlessness seams to
have been prasticed under the sanctiom of religion by the bager
schools of Gnostioism, Hense we need not be surprized at the
uncompramising opposition of the ancient fathers to this radical
sorruption and perversion of Christianitye.

3le MANI AND THE MANICHAEANS

Wo c-me now to the latest, the best organized, the most
congistent, tenacious, and dangerous form of Gnostiolsm, with
which Christianity had to wage a 1.ng oonflict. Manichaeism
wes not only a school like the older forms of Gnostioism but a
rival relggion and a rival churche In this respect it resembled
Islam vhich at a fbor period becme a still more formidablo rival
of Chréjtianity, Both olaimed to ba divine revelations, both
grafted Christisn clements on a heathen stook, but tho starting
point was raodically differente Manichaeism was enti-Jewish and
dualistic, Noharmedanism was pseudo-Jewish and faw tically mono=-
theistic,

The origin of Manichacism is confused and abscures It is traced
to Mani, a Persian philosopher, astronamer and painter who lived
215 = 277 ADe He introduced sme Christian elements into the
Zoroastrian relgion and thus stirred up en :lntelleotunl.and moral
revolution emong his countrymen. He belonged originally to the
Judaizing Gnostic seot of the Elkesaites, but in his nineteenth
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and again in his twenty-fourth year, a mew religion was divinely
rovoaled to hime In his thirtieth ye:r he began to preach his
synoretistioc orceds He proclaired himself to be the last and
highest prophet of God and the Paraclete pramised by Christ. He
canposed many books in the Persian end Syrias languages and in
an alphobet of his own invetion, but they are all lost.

At first Mani found favor at the court of the Persien
king, Shapur I, but stirred up the hatred of the priestly olass
of Nagians., He fled to East India and China and beceme noquainted
with Buddhisme Indeed the neme of Buddha is interwoven with the
legendary history of the Manichacan systeme ;

In the yesr 270 Manl returned to Persia and wcn many followers
by his symbolio illustrations of the dootrines, which he pretend=-
ed had been revosled to him by Gode But in a'.dlsputation with
the Magians, he was convioted of corrurting the old roligion end
therefore was orusified or flayed alive ebout the year 277,

Soon aoftter his death his scc: spread in Turkistan, Nesopo-
tonia, North Africa, Siecily, Italy, and Spain. As it moved west-
ward it asqumed a more Christian character esgpecially in North
4ifricas Though perseoul;e-d, it flourishod t1l1 the sixth century
and evcn latere The mystericusness of its dootrine, its campast

orgenization, the apparent sclution of the problem of evil, and
the show of ascetic holiness were the chief poiuts of‘sbtrunﬂﬂ'
Even such a profound and noble spirit as Ste Augustine was for
nine yoars an auditor of the seot before he was converted to the
Catholic Churche

The violent end persistant perscouticns of the emperors &%

_—4
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Popes finally destrayed their organization. But their system
extended itas influence throughout the Liddle Ages down to the
thirteenth century, reappearing with a larger infusion of Ohrist-
lan elements in the Pricoillianists, Paulioians, Bogamiles, Albi-
gcmaces, Catharists, and other sects.

Uanichacism is a campound of dualistic, pantheistic, Gnostic,
and asoetic olements, oambinsd with a fantastic philosophy of
nature, which gives the whole system a matcrialistic character
notwithstanding its ascotic, abhorrence of matter. The foundation
is rodical dualism between good and evil, 1ight and darimess,
derived from the Persien Zoroastrianisme The praminent ethical
featur: is a rigid asceitioism which strong];} resenbles Buddhism,
The Christion clemont is only.a gunerficial varnish, The Jewish
relgion is oxoluded altogother, and the 0ld Testament is rejcoted
a3 inspired by the devil and his false -rophets. The chief autho-
ritios were the apooryohal Gospels and the writings of Meni,

The nmorality of the Manichaeans was scverly ascetic, based
on the fundamental error of the intrinsic evil of matter and the
bodye They taught that the perfection of the elect aonsisted in
e threefold seals

1,) puiity in words and in diet;
2,) remmoiation of earthly property;

3e) celibacys
Manichaeism dirffered from all the Gnostic schools in having

a fixed, and that a strict hierarchical, organization. This ascounts
in a large measure for its tenacity and enduranse, The worship
of the Manichasans was on the whole very simplee They had no
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B-&erifinos,btrb four daily prayors, preoeded by ablutions, and
@coanpaniod by prostrations, the worshipper turned toward the sun
Or moon as the scat of lighte Thoy observed Sunday as a fast daye
The Sao ‘ements wero mysteries of the electe Thay probably practe
loed wator baptism and anointing, and celebrated a kind of holy

8uppere
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II
ITS CONFLICT :¢ITH CHRISTIANITY
In treating tho various teaschings of Gnosticism and also
its various scots we have endoavored to bring out how it conflict-
od vith Christianitys Nevortholess, for the sake of oampletcness
e Bht\ll sun it all up egain under the heading;

4Ae ITS CONFLICT ™ITH CHRISTIANITY IN APOSTOLIC TIMES

w The first traces of Gnostisisn, as has been stated, are found
qlready in the apostolic nge. Gnostic ldeas threatened ospeoi-
=11J the churches in Asia Minor as is evidont fram the Epistles
tio the Col:ssians and Ephesians, the Pastorel Epistles, 2 Peter,

i
Judo and the Revolation of John.

ﬂjl . 18.)
'32¢ THE COLOSSIAN HERESY
8igns of incipient Gnogticism were not wanting as is evi-

denoed by Ste Paul's Epistle, written about A.De 63 from Rome to -

the Golossian Churoh, which wes threatened hy a heresy. That the

heresy at Coloassae was Judeio in character is evident fram sush

& passage as "Let no man therefore Judge you in meat, etc."
elements of

kmo 2, 16)e That the heresy contained many of the 1.
Gnostioism may be seen;

le) By the wey in which St. Paul dwells on such words as
visdom, uzderstanding, knowledge (gnosis), emd by the
implied oondametion of any intellectual exolusivoness
in the words of Cole 1, 283 ™iham we preach, warning
every man and teaching every man in all wisdans that we
mey present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.” Here
the word ﬂlﬁs is repeated four times in ord: r to

18¢) Foakes-Jaokson = "Church History" pe 130 £f.
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excludo any idoa of the Gospel laoking universality or
completonaase

2¢) By the oondemation of the worship of engdls (Col, 2, 18)
and the repeated agsertion that Ohrist ia above all

| heavenly thrones, lordships, povers, and authorities,

; and that the Pleroma, or fullness of divime perfection
dwells in him (Col. 2, 18).

Se) As the fase tcachers of Colossae laid groat stress on
agsoeticism, Paul warns the Colossians, "Let no man Judge
s you in mest or in drink," and again, "ghy do you sub-
Jeot yoursclves to ordinances, etc." (Cole 2, 20-23,)
The CGolossian heresy has subsequently been proacunced
to contain all the essential elcments of a Gnostic

system,

- —— AT &y

|35, EPHESIANS
The neighboring oity of Ephesus was a great stronghold of
apostolic Christianity, and it was there that the most insidious
ttaocks on Christianity were mades The Epistle to the Ephesians
ch bears a very strong resemblance to the Colossian letter,
arncstly upholds the superiority of Christ to all the heavenly
oversy (Ephe 1, 20-23). M this letter being a oircular Epistle
does not attack the false dootrine so directly as the letter
adressed to the Colossianse.

We gee also fran the Asts that Ste Paul had been very appre-
hensive of the danger of herssy in Ephesus, The attempt made by
Jewish exoroists like the sons of Sceva to form an alliance with
the Christian teachers boded no good (Asts 19, 14)e At a later
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_ date, Paul in his speech to the elders at lMiletus says that he
Imows that grievous wolves would emter in (Asts 20, 29=30)e

S4¢ REFERUNCES IN I TLOTHY

That these forebodings were fulfilled is evident fraa the

opistlos to Tinoth; vho was left at Ephesuse The errors are like
those et Colossac, but the Jewlsh element is more prauinent,
The falso teachors desire to be teachers of tho Law (1 Time 1, 7);
thoy dislike marriage (1 Time 4, 3); thoy camand abstinence £ ram
nent, 4

In the Epistloe to Titus, th; myths of the heretics are

'} expressly styled Jowishe The Cnostic elament appears in asceti-
¢ism and in the consluding words of 1 Timothy in which the apostle
speaks of "tho opnostions of kmowledge (soience-gnosis) falsely
go-celled"” (1 Tim. 6, 20).

Tho first indications of the Docetic error, denmying the
reality of the incarmation of our Lord, appear to have induced
Paul to plainly state that Christ wns menifcst in the flesh ¢ 1 Tire
Ss 16 and 2 Tine 2, 8)e '

35 JOHR'S “RITINGS
: On turning to the Johannine literaturs, which also seems
i150 have been produced at Ephesus, we find special stross laid omn
the faot that Jesus Clrist osme in the fleshy (Jolm 1, 14).
(See nlso paragraph 30 - other Gnostioc Seots, where the same
statcnent is mades Cfe also 1 John 4, 2; 2 John 7).

36¢ PETER AND JUDE
After the death of Ste Paul, the false teachers appear to
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have pushed their doctrines to the most fatal of all conolusions
opted by the Gnostioss We have seen how the Gnostios prized
osls, above all else, how thoy indorsed ascetiocism, how they
empered with faith and now they denied the reality of the incar-
Dation. But though we may ocondemn the errors of the false teachers,
Itheir 1ivos at first were free fram moral staine But now irmor-
ality began to be the distinguishing feature of the false teachers
at the close of the apostolio ages In 2 Peter 2, l. 2. 10, 13, 14,
18 we find them condemmed in tho strongest language for their
8inful 1ife, -

Peter uses th+\xh|ra tense, as though he were apea.ld.ng
prophetically, but Sts Jude (verses 8-13) speaks in the present
tense as though he witnessed the corrupt doings of the false
toachers, (Compare paragraph 24 = "Ophites" with special refer-
ence to the Cainites, whero this same passage is memtioned)e

37+ REVELATION

Revelation alludes not infrequently to heresies of this
type, and the false dootrines are campared to the teachings of
Balaam who caused the children of Israel to camit fornication.
{This is ‘the enly book in the New Tostament which mentions the sect
!:oct‘ herstios called Nicolaitanse (Campare paragrasph 18 - "The
Nioclaitans" where Reve 2, 2e 6e 9¢ 13-15. 20; 3, 4e 9 are men~
L:I.cned).

Simon Magus and the reference to the eight ohapter of Acts
have been fully disoussed previouslys See paragraph i 17.

B ew-4 -

ME AR ¢ T T



~60-
GNOST ICS

Be LAT:R TRITERS AGAINST GNOSTICISM

38 IN GENERAL
Klotsche has summed up all the teashings of the Anjignostic
Pathers very well in his"outline of the History of Dootrines,"
Pe 24-=25;
"The Church most successfully met the great movement of
Gnogtiolsm and prevailed against ite The opposition
was at first directed especially against Marcion and hia
adharenta. Alnost every apolog:l.st fran Justin onvard
tokes some notice of hime The danger threatening the
Church fran the Marcionites was the greater, since their

master's dootrine, though mixed with error, was more
ologely relatcd to true Christianity than that of the

Gnostios."

The Antignostic Fathers 1) rejected;

1l,) The separation of the Creator of the world fram the
supreme Ood, end maintained thet God is at ance
Creator, Prewerver, and Redeemere |

2,) The duslistio separsticn of matter and spirite
Good and evil camnot be explained by two anta- :
gonistic natuwral endovmentse This would do away
with men's responsibility, Ascording to the
@Gnostios, sin was a physicel necessitye The
Apologists showed that it was a free act of man,

Se) The dooetic views of the Gnostiocs, and laid stress
on the necessity of the Incarmation of the Logose

.
L
=

4e) The Gnostic conception of the resurrection and
championcd the resurrestion of the floshe

19,) "ho these Fathers were will be treated in the following

4
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39« ANTIGNOSTIC FATHERS

le) Justin Martyr

caes 100 = 166 AeDe

Justin Martyr is the earliest Ohristian writer
against Gnosticisme According to Eusobius, he wrote
a work against his ooqﬁlporuy, the heresiarch, Mar-
olon,

2s) Irenaeus

cae 133 = 203 AlDe

Even in early times the Church produced men well
capable of defending its dostrines and upholding its
opinionse Irenacus is one of them and hence ome of the
moa’i: waluable witnesses to Christian belief. He was a
nativo of Asia lMinor and a pupil otthn'-venarablelhrbyr
Polyoarp, who was burned alive in Symrna bout 156, at
the age of 86, and therefore was born in 70 AeDe Poly=-
cary had been a d:lso:lplo.ot John and was therofore sepo=-
rated from the apostles by only a single link, He attacks
partiocularly the heresy of Velemtinusy First he states
the dootine and then refutes it, socnetimes earmestly,
sametimes by ridicules Next he shows that as a novelty
it has no right to be heard, and is, moreover, op:oscd
to the teaching of Seripture. His chief weapons are
(1) the tradition of the apostles, (2) the episcopal
succession, and (3) the Canon of Soripture.

Ho makes vory mush of the faot that he could trace
his oreed to Ste John. Though the heretical teachers
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deolared thet they taught the seoret dootrine of the
apostles, none of them were able to prove that they were
teaching the encient belief of the Churche To the above-
mentioned advantege Irenaeus added a lmowledge of the
various Gnostio systems. He published his great work

in five books between A.De 184 - 188, when he was bishop
at Lyons. After desoribing the teaching of Valemtinus,
he gives a sumery of the uniform tesching of the Cabholio
Church, contrasting it with the diversity of the Gnostioc
dootriness He lays much stress om the unity of the

0ld and New Dispensationss His book was translated
into Latin before the end of the second semtury, since
the Latin version was in the hands of Tertullian, the
famous African opponent of Gnosticisme

Tertullian

cae 160 = 240 A.Ds
Tortullian tries to treat the matter as a lawyers
His "Prescription" against heretios is an attempt to
show that the heretios have no casee He brings six
argunentSformard to prove his pointss
@e) Perverse disputings are fosbidden by Ste Paule
be) Heretios either resist or corrupt the Seripturea.
Ce) The Faith was cammitted by the apostles to :
their successorse
de) The truth of the Catholic Faith is proveds
ags) by its u.ity,
bbe) by its antiquitye
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@e) No heretics have a line of bishops going back
to the Apostolic Agee
fe) The earliest heretios werc condemmed by the
apostles,

He had little sympathy for theoriese As a litorary
artist he may be canpared to Tasitus.and Carlyle. He
invents phrases that have besame proverbs. He says things
80 pointodly that they camot be translated into any
languagee Yet his method is more suited to win a ver- i
diot in court than to convinoe the mind of an inquirere
This is espeoielly manifest in his treatment of Soripe
tures To him a Gnostio is a perverse theorist and a
careless thinker, who tries to expound Seripture.. By
whet right does he do so? Soripture is the property
of the Church, and without its mind, no outsider can
oamprehend its meaning, The €hurch is a living orga~-
néfh, It is regularly oonsituted and has a lawful
oxistence, A (nostic seot is an findisciplines collection
of faddists lacking cohesion, without any regular ministry.
Ho hit hard at Onostioism (especially lMarcion's) and
his blows olde '

4s) Hippolybug

cae 220 Ae Do

A short and w:importent treatise called "Philoso=-
phumena" or Philosophisings, had long been Imown and was
published in 1701 and attributed to Origen. Inm 1840
much of the contimuation of this was discovered on
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Mount Athos, and fram later chapters it bescame evident
that Hippolytus, whoever he was, mas the authors Two
books are lost, but the most important part, those on
the heresies, remaine It is considered that the whole
is a series of leoture notes, delivered at Rame in the
first part of the third century, with the objeot of
showing that the opinions of the heretics are really
purely pagen, being borrowed vholesale fram the ancient
philosopherse 5

Hippolytus quotes Irenacus, whan he regards with
great respect, but the objeots of the two are nol: iden=-
ticale Ironacus holds that the Church is right and
states its postion. Hippolytus labors to show how all
heresy is pagan. 3
Clement of Alexandria
ocae 155 = 220 AeDe

Though Clement flourished a little before Hippoly-
tus, his neme is placed after him on the list of Christian

ey e

champions of Gnostioism, beocause to him and to his
;ohool we owe the phase which gave it a death=blows

The weakness of the Church's positiom lay in the neglect
of BI&}S!WO which in the amsient world was regarded

much in the seme way as we today lock upon scientific
researche The Gnostis, on the other hand, tried to
reconoile Christienity end philosophy in order to provide
a religion for educated mene Clement, though he was
called a Gnostic because of it, professed to teach the
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true Christion Gnosis in oppostion to the falses He
held that faith was not samething which only the igno=
rant possessed, but that it was the means by which man-
kind arrived at the true knowledges

He bascs his antagonism to the false Gnostioss

8e¢) on their deninl of man's free will,

be) on thoir condemmation of the material oreatione

Ho says that the true Christian Gnostic is the
wisc man enriched with knowledge, yet established in
the Faithe This did much o break the spell of Gunosti-
cism, for when the Chruch threw open her doors to men
of learning, the atffactions of error gradually lost -
their power.

68e) Epiphanius

de 403

The last greet Christian writer on Gnosticism is
Epiphenius, bishop of Salamis in Cypruse This erudite
0ollecdtr of all the heretical opinions which had dis- :
tracted the Church till his day is often oredulous, i
111-informed, and prejudiseds but his testimony cemmot
be ignored.

e s = -

Ce THE INFLUENCE OF GNOSTICISM ON CHRISTIANITY

400 WHY GNOSTICISM WAS SO DANGEROUS )
Then Gnostioism came in toush with Christianity, it repidly
adopted the garb of the latters
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le) By using the Christian form of thoughte
o) By borrowing its namenclsture,
c- ) By aclnowledging Ohrist dualistioally as the Savior of
the world.
o) By simulating tho Ohristian saorements.
) By protending to be an esoterio revelation of Christ
and his apostlese
40) By producing a great mmber of apooryphal Gospels, Acts,
Episifes, and Revelations,
Although Gnosticism was ubter.ly the opposite of Christianity
t appealed to the unwary as a modification or refinement of
ristianity, because it was so well camouflaged by this bore
owed garb, In fact it soon claimed to be the only true form of
Ohristianityy set apart for the elest, unfit for the vulgar orowde
And that is enother reagcn why Gnosticism spread so rapide
1y in the Churche It appealed to the imtellect end thus drew
%the best thinkers into its folds Again, it satisfied the syn-
_!Oreti.at:l.o oravicg of manye
. Finally, scme joined it because it seemed to supply an answer
:to the problem of good and cvil others besause they wers attract-
‘ed by its ascetioisms

4l, THE RESULTS OF GNOSTICISM THE CHURCH
There is no evil out of which good does not oames And so out
of the confusion and strife of the Gnostis systems the Church
gained much at the time;
\1.) Anid the general confusion ushered in by the Gnostics,
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the Church was obliged to set up oertain standards to

jbe acknowledge by anyons who cdaimed to be a Christian.
{'l'hese standards inoluded the Apostles®! Creed, thef or-
';nation' of the New Testement Canon, and the apostolic
::frice. or the Historio Episcopate.

Foakeg=Jackson = "The History of the Ohristian
Ghurch," Pe 144 £f,;

"It is a noteworthy fast that the first came
mentator on a cancnical Gospel, the first harmo-
nist of the Evangelical narrative, and the first
scholar to pronounce an cpinion on the Canon, were
not orthodox Christians but Gnostics. Heraclean,
the Valentinian, wrote a camentary on §t. John,
to which Origen devotes much serious attention,
Tatian, tho Enoratigte, canposed the famous Dia=-
tessaron, or Harnony of the Gospedse Despite his
erronecus conolusions, Marcion doserves the ore-
dit of having first attempted to define the
Canon of the New Testemente The impulse to ex-
plain, define, and understand the writings of the
Hew Testanent vas due to Gnostiociasm, and to the

position it arouseds In the face of the mmbcr-
zw.forgeri. which were multiplied in support
of the various dootrines of the Gnostio sects, the
Church found it necessary to deslarc what writings
were accepted by her as saoreds The most vener-
ated nemes were pressed into the service of the
heretics and the Church was bound to pronounce
whi:t books she reseived as Soripture and whnt she
rejected."

2.)’;1‘119 defence of the Christian faith led to the formation
‘of Chrigtien dpgmas, expressed in current philsosphical
terminclogy. Gnostio oriticism forced mem to face the
questionss "What do we know?" fMwhy do we belivet™ Tt
was of inestimable value to the Church to be obliged to
begin to contend earnestly for the faith bofore there

any possiblity that her leaders could have forgotten
wh: t the falth wase It is Just that strife about the
Gnosis, so early and so bitter, that emables us to depdnd
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canfidontly upon the tradition of the Faith todaye
8.) The Gnostic stress on mysteriocs, spiritusl hymns, and
¢ improssive rit.:c induced nore elaborate liturgical ser-
l vices in the churchess
E'-) The Gnostic dunlism, and contempt i't;u' matter, paved the
: way for Christion ascoticisn, which in turn led to mo=
nogticisn,

§.) The intermediory boings of the Gnostics paved the way

r for the Saints in the Cobflolic Ckurch. Hotice the rela-

| tivo postion of Sophin end the Virgin Mary in the two
systems,

6e) The guperfidial division of mankind into elect and non-

|

- cleot groups paved the way for the dossrine of predesti=

: nation,

7e) although condemned by the Ghurch, the Gnostio moveuemt
'l ¢: lived down to the presont dey, The Christian Solence
; novc.':-.ant,“ e redicel wing of the so=called liberal

Christiens still continue this old heresy in a now forme

Thus our short sifldy of Gnosticism is endeds As we olose,
three thoughts remain in our mindy

l¢) The perversity of man's reason.

2¢) God's grace in preserving the true faith to the present daye

3e) Despite all attacks "The Seripture cammot be brokem,"
JOhn 10. 85.

S0li Deo Gloria

Sl
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