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An Analysis of true Christian Charity and its pre-

sent organization as exemplified in the social work

of the Lutheran Church, spgclfically the Missouri
Synod, today and tomorrow. '
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THE SOCIAL OUTLOOX OF THE LUTHERAN CHURCH

The problem of sgocial condition, specifically, social work, has not had the wide
dissemination of material, projects, and synod-wide pubiicity‘in the Lutheran Church
that it has.had among the Catholic and Reformed denominations. The reasoning behind
this wall of silence is at once apparent to the sbholar and theologian who understands
the foundation and basic principle of Lutheranism. That basis of true Christianity as
Dr. Luther saw it revealed in Scripture is the doctrine of Justification by Faith in
the atoning Blood of Jesus Christ.

Having purged the church of the damnable teaching of work-righteousness, Luther
established the ancient biblical truth that faith alone justifies. Through the deep
understending of such passages as 2 Cor. 5,19; Rom. 3,24-28; Gal. 2,16; Is. 53; Gal,
5,24 .26; Rom. 4,3; Acts 10,43; Luke 24,47; John 1,29; 1 Jn. 1,7 Luther was able to
formulate as the chief cornerstone of his religion, i.e. the biblical religion, there-
fore Cod's plan for man's salvation, the doctrine of Justilication. He summed it up
in the Augsburg Confession, Article IV, as follows: "Also they teach that men cannot
Justified before God by their own strength, merits, or works, but are freely justified
for Christ's sake through faith, when they believe that they are received into favour ,
and that their sins are forgiven for Christ's sake, who, by His death, has made sat-
isfaction for our sins. This faith God imputes for righteousness in His sight“.L

That particular church which would stand fast upon this scriptural principle today
stande alone, for the sects have wandered away from this bibliecal truth. It‘is only
natural, then, that the Lutheran Church as the biblical Church rmst emphasize this
cardinal truth to offget the tremendous forces of error. The Church's sole purpose for
exlstence in the world is to lead men's souls to eternal salvation. The only way such
salvation may be won is through faith. Therefore, the Lutheran Church must have this
chief doctrine as its principal message and none other.

The result of failure to emphasize the basic truths of man's fiall, sin, redemption

“"Concordia Triglotta": t'dugsburg Confession', Article IV, P.45.




have turned to the application of the Gospel to this life only have established what
we may call "the Social Gospel", The tefm is a designation of the early nineties with
its genesis in the industrisl turmoil and upheavel of that period. Such leaders as
Shailer Mathews, Walter Reuschenbusch, Henry F.Ward, and Waahingtoﬁ Gladden sought to
make the ethics of Jesus stand independent of the doctrines that have to do with the
work and person of Christ. Such & socialized gospel wags and is now no Gospel in the
irue pense of the word. It might better have been named "Social Salvation", for their
object was definitely not to save the individual but society at large in a general soc-
ial and economic reform. This movement mey be defined as the "dogma of social salvation
which has as its objective the salvation of society by changing the social order by
mass action directed towards society as a whole =nd by persuading individuals to adopt
and practise the social ethies of Christ, without prerequiring the reconciliation of the
individual to Cod through grace by faith in Christ Jesus as the divine Redeemer.;L'

If there is any mention of personal or individual salvation, the more rad;cal adher-
ents of this socialized Gospel program'find no other meaning than a higher, more ideal-
istic life here on earth. Thus J.C.Bennett writes: "Salvation for the individual is to
be on the way now to ever higher and expanding life, to more abundant life. Salvation
for the individual must include integration of his personality on a level on which he
includes his own interest, the welfare of an ever-widening circle of persons, and on
which, he is in right adjustment with God who is his réal environment.">:

With such a non-biblical interpretation of the work of Christ, with such a spirit
of legislative reform among the sectarians,today, the Lutheran Church must tread warily
lest i1t become ome with the rest of the world in prommlgating a gospel of this life,

For that reason our Lutheran bodies have remained aldof and rightly so. They have
not entered into legislative programs or stacked the power of the church behind parti-

cular reforms such as the temperance movement. The Lutheran Church has kept the issue

'2.E.Witte: "Is There a Social Gosﬁel?"-ﬁasggi&ted Iutheran Charities, 1935: p.23
3.J.C.Bennett: "Social Salvation,"p.#1; Scribmers, N.Y., 1935
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and purpose of the true €hurch clear of all conditional platforms or socializing im-
Drovements.

Yet individuals and groupe of individusls within the €hurch have recognized the
indisputabbe fact that there is a definite position for the church today in the field
of Sociology. Industrial revolutiocns which left thousands unemployed; economic depress-
ions preceded by a depression of morality have left their mark upon our people as well
a8 those of other churches. The Reformed have overstepped the Seriptural bounds in
seeking to reestablish and bring aid to their members. How far dare the true €hurch go?

As remarked above, our first duty is to the redemption of the individual soul. With
t?at ag a starting point we have as our goal or incentive the desire to serve Christ our
Lord in righteousness. For our own possession of security and joy found 1n personal
salvation obligates us to a service and sacrifice to God and humanity. Ve mmst teach
men that Christianity is no mere giving of intellectual consent to a set of principles
or dogma, but is a liﬁing faith, The €mrch must stand as the awakened conscience of
the community, working the fundamental law of Christian love into the opinion of the
people, making it effective in social life. With the specific example of Christ to
guide vs, we must seek to relieve and minister to the necessities of the poor and
downtrodden, of the sick and imprisoned, of the fatherless and widowed, and of the
erring delinquents. A1l this is the social implication of Christ's Gospel. All these
services to man flowing out of Christian love constitute the really true Social Gospel,
or, to use a term less stained with error, the Social iessage of the Church.

Rev. Witte in his article cited above mentiongs three spheres of human life: (1)
the devotional life; (2) the personal morality; (3) the social life. The Ghurch mst
be an influence in all three éphsrea. She must press the truths into the devotional
and personal spheres as her initial mission, i.e. evangelization. But she must like-
wise ptress the latter sphere, that of the individual's social relationships as a
result of‘hsr evangelization. For out of engendered faith must flow sanctification or
the desire to make that faith live,

This introduction has been long of necessity, not of choice. I have sought to
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emphasize that the Lutheran Church has maintained and is maintaining her spiritual
prénciples of Justification and sanctification without a commingling of the two. But
with civilization changing swiftly about the same sinful man of centuries ago, wifh the
problems of economics and industry, of morality and education becoming more comp.lex

in our govérmnent. schools, and homes, the €hurch nmst become more conscious of her
duty toward the social life of man. The ILutheran Church must become the engineers of
tomorrow in social gervice. .

I am not writing with the thought of instituting a church-wide swing toward the
"gocial Gospel", or even with the hope of a sudden plunge of the church into the
sphere of sociology. Our church is definitely Scriptural, so it is my purpose to bring
out on the basis of the biblical background for social work, the extent into which our
church has delved into social service, and a few humble suggestions for greater serviced
to man and thus to God. It is the hope that such specific cmphasis upon our present
lebors in this field will mske us more social-minded. The Lutheran Church has made
meygy definite steps in that direction--co many that a paper of this sort car do no
more then survey the entire problem from e distance that the perapectiv.e of the whole
might be complete. If the doctrine of Justification is not referred to, it is not
because of a desire to slight or underestimate the importance of this basic truth
but rather because of the desire to bring out the importance of the fruits of such
a doctrine, i.e. the living faith.

Social Case work, or Imner Mission work, has been variously defined. In a strict
senge, thinking only of the abnormal characters and situations which must be handled,
it has been def.ined as follows:"Social Case work as & specialty in the broad field
of social work includes those processes involved in the individualized treatment of
social maladjustment.....Social case work is concerned with the minority whose cap-
acity to achieve a life that vfill combine personal satisfaction and social usefuliéss

has been impaired."* In a wider semse to include all individuals, normal and abnormal,

4.Social l.ork Year Book, Russell Sage Foundation, N.Y. 1937, Page 454.
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social case work has been defined as congisting "of those processes which develop
personality through adjustments consciously effected, individual by individual, between
men and their social environment."5

Both of these definitions, however, leave out the one great essential of Christian-
ized social work, in fact, the one prime purpose for Christian social work, i.e.
the salvation of the soul involved. Molding the two definitions given above about this
basic thought, we might arrive at the following definition: "Christian social work
is the process which seeks the salvation of the human soul through the application
of God's Word and by adjustments consciously effected seeks to place the individual in
the proper relationship to his God and his fellowmen according to biblical basis,"

T BiBeicAr ANO HisTorRicar BackeRovr~o
The thought behind the motto of the Associated Lutheran Charities-"The Soul of

Charity is Charity for the Soul" is as ancient biblically as man, Rev. Virtus Gloe
remarked before the 1937 A.L.C.Convention that there is "one doctrine running through
the whole length and breadth of the Bible which is accepted today by all Christiahs;
it is the doctrine that man is his brother's keeper not only of the soul, but of the
brother, of the personality, of the human being."éSince the day Cain was asked as %o
the whereabouts of his brother Abel (Gen.4.9.lq). Christians have had a responsibility
toward one another,

It is trve that among the ancient Israelites there is no organized actual system of
charity or poor relief. Yet even before the writing of the Ten Commandments God's '
people were fully aware of their gocial responsibilities. The Book of Job has some 25
references pertaining to duties toward the poor, widows, the fatherless ard gocial
Justice. Job.5,15.16; 6,27; 20,10.19; 22,9; 24,3.9.14; 29,12=-165 30,25; 31,16-22; 34,
19+28; 36,6.15. There was neither a great amount of poverty in Israel nor any consider-
able wealthy class because of the land laws by which the land always returned after
appointed intervals of time into the hands of the family owning it originally. Yet
because the ppor and destitute were as today always a factor in human civilization,
there were a number of poor laws devoted to relief, e.g. the olive tree was not to be
twice shaken; the vineyard was not to be gathered completely; the gleaners of the cornm

$Mary Richmond: "What is Social Case Work?", hussell Sage Foundation, N.Y. 1922, p.98.99

LRev. Virtus Gloe: "The Church and the Social Problem"; Assoc. Ch. Report, 1937, p.62
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were to leave the stray sheaves in the field for the poor, the widow, and orphan,

Such passages as Lev.23 42, Ix. 22,21.25 express the solicitude and care of the poor,
the widowed and orphened. Deuteronomy in addition has every phase of social problem
known to the amcient world: International relations,-2,1=37;3,7; cities of Hefuge,-
4241-43; pure food laws-14,3=21; servitude and bondage-15,12-18; poor laws,—15,7=11;
election of kings-17,14=-20; false witness and perjury-19,15-21; war-20; captives taken
in war-21,10-14; Bigamy-21,15-17; straying of animals-22,1-4; slavery-23,15-16; pro-
stitution and the social evil, £3,17-18; usury, 23,19-20: divorce laws, 24,1=5; crime,-
25,1=3,

Following the rule of the Judges of Israel who carfied out the order of things
according to the losaic Lew came the period of the prophets. Four of these have been
called at one time or another the social prophets because of their message of social
evils and reform. These four were Amos, Hosea, Isaiah, and Micah. They pot only fore-
tell the Messianic kingdom but speak against such things as the oppression of the poor
and depossessed, Lmos 2,6=7; concentration of wealth in the hands of the few=-Is.5,8;
liiceh 2,2; corruption in the courts- Micah 3,9 (Cp. also Is.1,17; 3,12=15; 58,6.7; Amos
8,4-10) The basic principle behind all these laws and their enactment was to be the
command of Lev. 19,13: "Thou shalt not avenge nor bear any grudge against the children
of thy people but thon shalt love thy neighbor as thyself".

This compassionate love or charity of the 01d Testament was limited in two respects,
namely, (1) it was national and not universal, and (2) it was legalistic without that
freedom of spirit which is the essence of charity. There was the inherent possibility
of a man fulfilling all these charitable regulations and social ideals without having
the corresponding spirit in his heart. Uhlhorn adds significantly: "we mmst not, how-
ever, conclude that in the 0ld Testament only the outward performance is required and
not the inmer api.z'i.‘l;."-1

With the advent of Jesus Christ the true spirit of charity was manifested most cleady

Love was in the person of Christ Himself and its expression in the f 'rm of charity

1.Uhlhorn, Gerhard: "Christian Charity in the Ancient Church"; Seribners, N.Y. 13883, p.50
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was proof of membership ﬁ:ith Christ. Our Master met the, social problems squarely by
laying down general principles. He recognized at once the folly for Him to advocate any
particular system or theory of economic, political, or social reform, which migh£ have
been popular in his time; for He would have endangered His far greater vork of Hedemp;
tion and His social usefulness would have ended after His age when the specific social
problems of the time had been solved. So the redeeming Saviour met the social problems
by giving immediate relief to many in need and by stating general truths as a basic
leaven of the social order affecting every social relationship and changing the whole
course of human history. Mit.7,35.

Witte finds it significant that the ome public sermon of Christ which is fully
recorded for our enlightenment is devoted largely to the social question. (1) general
relationship of men. (2) sex and divorce. (3) brotherly love. (4) almsgiving. (5) soc-
ial aspect of prayer, e.g. OUR Father; OUR daily bread. (6) golden rule. (7) fruits.”

Such parables ap are written in Mt. 25,14=30; Luke 19,11-27; Luke 10,25-37 are not
mere references of Christ's social ideals but are definite statements of His geneal
desire that men "love one another". His frequent references to the law of service and
his ideels in that respect might be summed up in His words as spoken to his disciples
Hark 10,45=-45: "whosoever will be great among you, shall be your minister and whosoever
will be the chiefest shad} be servant of all. For even the Son of Xian came not to be
ministered unto but to ﬁinister and to give his life a ransom for many.h Or to sum
it up in even fewer words, Christ gave that all-inclusive command: "Thou shalt love
thy neighbor as thyself."(it.22,39).

Surely we must include all of his social ideals and commands for chakity in His last
great commission to the apostles (Mt. 28,20) "teaching tﬁam to observe all things what-
80 ever I have commanded you...." Certainly we must include in this command the six
recognized works of charity, e.g. of feediné the mngry, giving water to the thirsty,
clothing the naked, prédédting the siranger, tending the sick, and visiting the prison.
By His command to “preach the Gospel", Christ had glin mind not onlt the preaching of his

-8ll-sufficient redemptive work for the sins of all men but likewise the fruits of that

gE.Vitte: "Social Emplications of Gospel of Jesus Christ"; Assoc. Luth. Ch.,1933. p.26ff.
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faith, which sccepts this Sacrifice a2s shown in the love of the soul for another. Such
falth will seel expression in many manifest ways wish the ultimate object of bringing
another soul to the kingdom. This is the real aim of charity, True Chrietian Charity
cannot oxiot vhere no objoct beyond this life is %o be attained.

& rapld survey of the history of true Christian Cherity reveale the fact that it has
been & part of the Church since its inception. The Apostles took > heart the new come
mard of Christ that they love one another as He had loved them (Jobm 13,34) and urged
that 1% be put into practise. It was a new principle to the heathen world of that day
which was characterized by an Intense selfishness and supreme cgotism. The cases of
heatlion generosity ave extremoly rare . Vie do lmow that in the time of disaster, e.g.
in 79 AJD. tho eruptlon of Vesuvius over Pompeii, there was a readiness %o relieve dige
tress. There I: as o certaln amount of liberality %o friends and rolatives, and for purely
political reasons the ¢lities such as Athens had poor relief laws. But nome of these
philanthropi¢ ncic was moved by a spirit of brotherly lqve. but rather out of a scnse
0! self-preservation, lorship, philosoply, and even the charity of the time offered mo
opportunity for resl charity.

Bealizing tha brotherly love as well as all the other Christian doctrines was some=
thing now to tho heathen world, tho dpestles did not clamour for s,cial reform. But they
did urge charity and love of one another in théir own cireles. Thus, we have Paul's ref-
erences to assistance to the poor throught the Lgape-j Cor. 11,34; proof of love esp=-
eclally by ministoring-¢ Cor.3,0.9; widows and orphans received amd homored=i Tim.5,3;
strangers received and entertained-! Tim. 5,103 I:iom,!::‘.l}; 1 Tim. 3,23 Tituo 5,133
contrast of social vices and social conduct=Cal.5,19=23.

The Apostle John in his Lpistles hammers away at the necessity of brotherly love so
etrongly that he has been nemed the Apostle of Love. 1 John 4,7; 1 Jn.3,17. Peter in
the ¢nd chapter of his first L istle admonishes concerning civil duties (v.17). James
is likewise insistent on the necessity of good works, especially charitable works, flow
ing out of faith.

The early Christisns learned their lesson so well that they extended social attisudes
of family life to the whole religious community and shared all thoy had in voluntary
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commnism (Lcts.c,44f8; 4,341Ff; 5,1££). To relieve the ddsciples of the task of
serving tebles at the common meal, seven men were appointed, and when the Apostles
left Jerusalem later on, they placed the management of charity, mercy, and the like
in the hends of these scven men who came to be elders. Deacons were appointed later
on to give assistance (Phil.i,! I Tim. 3,8). Even deaconesses .ere active, though not
officially, —

Early Christian charity was impulsive, zealous, given to 2ll men even ag the Gospel
knew no limitations. Paul's collections for the distressed in Jerusalem is 2 sample of
the Christian willingmess to give. There was no need of institutions,for Christians
received the tiraveler and cared for the sick in their own homes. The poor were relieved
through monthly contrébutions or "strips" by the members %o the church chest or "arca"
especially placed for the support or interment of the destitute, for the bringing up
of orphams, for the relief of the aged, the shipwrecked, and those in mines, prisons,
or in exile., Further almsgiving was incorporaited as part of the public worship as each
brought his gifts to the altar--giving and receiving before God.

That these charitable practises grew and prevailed after the time of the Apostles is
apparent from the writings of the Ghurch Fathers. The Epistle of Zarmabas (19,8)
reveals that the practise of commmnal living still survived in the early part of ghe
Second Century. "Thou shalt have all things in common with thy neighbor and not call
them thy private property, for if ye hold the imperishable things in common, how much
more the perishable.” In 2nd C. Cyprian sold all he had and gave to the poor. The
Apostolic Constitution (4,2) describes fully the whole sphere of charity. It was the
duty of the bishops to care for a;ll: supply orphans with care of parenis, to widows, :
that of husbands; procure work for unemployed; show compassion to incapacitated; provide
shelter for strangers; food for the hungry, drink for the thirsty, visits for the sick,
help for the prisoners. Throughout this whole period up to the end of the Third Century
we find from the Letter of Pliny to Emperor Trajan that widows were especially active

in assisting the bishop with the work of the deaconesses, administering to Jew, -Gentile,

1.Church Fathers quoted in: Uhlhorn, Gerhard, op.cit. Book II. Ch.II
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believer and unbeliever alike the true works of charity out of love of the faith.

In the period from 300-600 A.D. with the acceptance of Christianity we find
Christian charity cooling, and thd social vision dimming. Perhaps Ohl sums it up best
when he writes: "A marked distinction now began to ke made between clergy and laity,
preaching was almost entirely restricted to th«'a former, and the adminismtian of
the church's charities took on a greatly altered form. The cessation of perncution;
8he adoption of Christianity as the religion of the Empire the influx of the masses
into the clurch, who too often only sought her feor the sake of temporal advantage,
and who, while themselves strongly influenced by the Church, in turn also influenced
her¢-these are the characteristic features of this period.“wTha Synod of Caesarea
(314-320) mentioned as objects of charity, widows, orphans, crippled, sick, ete. But
the movement of the throngs into the city increasing the burden of poverty hindered
individual care. With the growth of the e¢ity and consequent growth of the congregations
(sometimes ome church had to serve for a commnity of 100,000), the Agape or love feast
was discontimued. Oblations and alms became gifts or legacies by which members of the
church hoped to attain intercession of martyrs for themselves. The netion of atoning
efficacy in almsgiving was rapidly gaining precedent. Oblations beggm gifts to the
clergy so that the church grew wealthy. And it is significant thnil:. despite the growth
of wecalth of the church, indiscriminate giving was discontinumed and only such charity
wae administered as had been thoroughly investigated.

The church adapted hersdlf to the changing social conditions in part by reconstruct-
ing her congregational methods and in po.r-t by establishing institutions of mercy. For
the first time in the church's history congregational and institutional charity are
found side by side. For the monastery and hospital movement once begunm grew rapidly.
The latter developed out of the public hospices and xemodochia of Constantine's time.

Where at first one such institutiom served as a home for strangers, for the poor, sick

widowed ,and the like, the gradual tendency was toward sfiearate institutioms according
to the classes of the needy. Though some believe that these imstitutions were the

10.0HL, J,.F,:"The Im;er MissionYy; United Imth. Public. House, 1911, P.41.,



result of retrogression in charity as individual love grew cold, it is true that the
church supported them. lleanwhile, because of the worldly separatién involved, the
monagieries had a destructive effect religiously and socially which was hardly set

off by their constructive social work as refuges of mercy for the needy of almost evegy
clasg,

Viith the arrival of the Middle Ages (600-1500) the plcturc of charity in the clurch
grew into one of institutionalism. It is a special characteristic of this period that
congregation charity as such cessed entirely, and sll benevolent work was done thrdugh
the medium of innumereble institutions and orders that sprang up within the church.
Individuals still gave to charlty but the church stood between the giver and the re-
cipient. The church took and the church gave. Ketirement from the world was looked upon
as the only way in which to reach a high standard of Christian living. Too frequently
the crowded cloisters beceme the seats of debauchery and idlemess especially towards

ministry of
the cloge of thé Middle Ages. The diaconate ceased to be agervice and ended as & sub-
order of {he clergy on bhe part of the deacons snd as nuns on the part of the deacon-
esges. The chief impelling motive for deeds of cherity was the desire for merit or
Justification before God by dceds. The possession of property was regarded as a tempt-
ation, and much of it was turned over to the church as a special work of smectity.
Begging hecmme a vﬁrtue because it afforded an opportunity to bestow alms as a work
of expiation. Thus, charity became essentially selfish as those who gave alms reaped
the grester gain. The individual care was lost in & maze of group institutionalism.

Though the church was all dominant, there had been efforts at organised public
charity and relief throughout this period. Charlemagne made vigorous efforis to reg-
ulate poor relief morec along municipal lines but with his death his plans fell apart.
Noither church or state apparently made efforte during the following centuries townid
organized relief. However, as thé reactionary influences of the Renaissance became a
force tc be reckoned with, mmnicipalities founded hospitals and institutions of relief
entirely dissociated from church control. |

4 new methdd of ddspensing charity arose as a partial substitute for the extinct
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diaconate. This was the formation of charitable orders. The Hospitallers or Hospltal
Bfethren was the ;:ommon name of those associations of laymen, monks, and knights
which devoted themselves to mursing the sick and the poor in hoepitals. Some of these
groups, e.g. the Teutonic Knights, combined the profession of monasticism with lmight-
hood orgindting at the time of the Crusades. Other assoclations made of females were
especially successful in nmursing the sick, educating young girls, and resculng fallen
women. Other groups were the Beghards and Beguines and the Brethren and Sisters of the
Common Life. The latter group is significant in as much as they concerned themselves
more thoroughly with the spiritual well being of those whom they served.

Through such associations and institutions, the church of the Middle Ages did
Berve to relieve a vast amount of human misery. But with the change in motlives and
corruption of doctrine the superior congregational system of charity was gone amd
institutions and orders worked independently without coordimation or investigation.
The richer the church became the less was its interest in the individual soul and body.

The Reformation worked a tremendous change in charity and social service as it did
in the sphere of doctrine. This fhange was in the motive, not so much in the methods
of charity. In fact, mamy believed at first that the Reformation was destructive of

charity since it lad to the destruction of 30,000 abbeys and 40,000 convents. The

- glving of alms even if for merit was cut off #o that the poor were worse off than

07::’- Yet Luther saw that these things must be endured for a time until the true

l]/;\rlt and motive of charity could be res#éred in the people. Such a change could only

come from within, doetrinally, and he set forth upon the more important task of

purifying the church in that direction. He restored the fundamental biblical truths

and brought them to the people thruugh preaching. He did consider the problem of

Christian charity, as we shall see shortly from several of his writings. But he under-

stood firet of £11 that the proper foundatiom for such charity--love of and for Christe

had to be laid; and that he did through preaching the Gospel, translating the Bible

for the laity and writing his Catechism. G
Concerned more with motive and less with method, Iuther believed the care of the




8oul was the duty primarily of the church and the care of the body that of the state. ,
Speeking of the abandonment 0f the monasteries and comsidering the various proposals
: for their disposal, he wrote: "But the third way is best, namely, to devote all re-
mainirg possessions to the common fund of a common chest, out of which gifts and
loans might be made in Christian love to all the needy in the lend...... In this way,
%00, the testament and intention of the founders would be carried out. For though ]
they erred and were misled in giving their goods to momasteries, their intentionm
certainly was to give them to the glory and for the service of CGod....Now there is
no better service of God than Christian love which helps and serves the needy as
Christ Himself will testify in the judgment of the last day, iit. 25"” Again, in

"A treatise on Christian Liberty" (P.335) he writes:; "And this is what makes it a

Christian work to care for the Body, that through its health end comfort we may be
&ble to work, to acquire amnd lay byl funds with which to aid those who are in need,
that in this way the strong member may serve the weaker, and we may be sons of GCod,
each caring for and working for the other, bearing ome another's burdens, and so
fulfilling the law of Christ.\lAgain: "Here (Phil. 2,1) we see clearly that the apostle
has prescribed this rule Sor the life of the Christians--that we should devote all our
works to the welfare of oi;her:l.....'P Luther himself greatly desired the restoration

of the primitive diaconate as a ministry of mercy and the helping hand of the pas-—

toral office. He felt that if the city could be divided into four or five districts J
with a pastor and several deacons serving each district, sppplying the preaching and ‘
alms, visithpg the sick and looking after the wants of the people, them the ideal sit-
uation would be reached. But first the right kind of people had to be found, Christiam
with the zeal of the early church. °

Using the new foundation of Justification by faith as the motive the seformer set
out to restore the trus spirit of charity, imstructing the people that genuine brothes-
1§ love is found only where falth is found; that all good works are the fruit of fajth
and not in themselves meritorious; that Christian service does not conmsist in retire-
E‘R.J.Bolmn Company: Vorks of lartin Iuther, Philadelphia, Pa.1931. Vol IV: Preface
%o an Ordinance of a Common Chest, P. 95

. iv‘;lb"idu V?I. 11, "ﬁ Treg'tue on Christian Liberty", 2.3}5
5 0 336

‘
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ment from the world but in being faithful stewards of the manifold gifts of God. in
effort was nade to restore the ancient 'Gemeindepflege' but because of the commingling
of Church and State in this, the venture was not emtirely successful. Meanwhile the
administration of charity passed largely into the hands of the state.

Because of = highly scholastic theology which externalized religion, the Protestant
Church of the Cermany of the 17th Century was unfavorable to the development of
! practlcal Christisnity. The change that came with the rise of Pietism with suchl léad-
ers as Philip Speher (1635-1705) and August H.Francke (1663-1727) was directed against
this dead otthodoxy. It sought the spiritual renewal of the individual but in the end
became far too subjective and exclmmive, fostering marrowness and spiritmal pride.

Yot Pietism did have it & good points. It emphasized a living faith, labored for per=

gonal piety, and demanded of believers the manifestation of faith in CGod through
love. We have anong the pietists likewise a groat love of institutions, e.z. Francke
Institutions at H-1lle,.

By the end of the 18th Century conditions in Germany were deplorable. Politically
it was digmerbered and ruined by the Napoleonic Vars. Socially the large city porula-
tions had begun to bring decay; Religiously, all classes felt the sffects of Ration—-
alism. But there was still a nucleus who favored the old faith and brought about the
forerunncr of the charifable mission work of today--the Inner lMission. A Rev. Johanm
Urlsperger was instrumental in effecting the organization of the Society for the
Promotion of Pure Doctrine ana Genuine Piety at Basel in 1780, later kmown as the
Chrigtianity Society. Though the original purpose of the organization was to defend the
faith, it gradually turned its efforts more mand more towards missionary and philan~
throple work. Cut of it grew Bible and lMissionary ocieties, institutions for neglected
and deaf children,pand other enterprisen.in'the creation of which Christian Spittler
(1732;1 867) was especially active. Tract societies were founded and work on behalf of
neglected delinquentaa;lg poor relief was¢ studied with more sympathetic interest. In
this p'a_hse we have such men and women as Pestalozzi, Zeller, Falk, Amalie Sieveking,

Elizabeth Fry, Hauge, William Passavant (in the U.S.) and Vichern. Each was instru-
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mental in introducing and developiné some new phase of Christian chariﬁy. Johann
Wichern has commonly been called the"Father of the Inmer llission" because of his
intense labours for the cause of Christian charity. He defined the 17th Century flurry
of Luthersn charitable institutional and mission worlk,which he was pleased to call
the Inner Missiom,as "the collective and not isolated labor of love which springs
from faith in Christ, and which seeks %o bring ahout the internal and external re-
newal of the masses within Christéndom, who have fallen under the dominion of those
evil which resultdirectly and indirectly from sin, and who are not reached as for »
their spiritual renewal they ought to be, by the esteblished organs of the Church..If
does not overlook any external or internal need, the relief of which can be made An ;
oBject of Christian lovo....."l§hus far can we agree with Herr Wichern's definition
of Inner lMission work., The remainder bears traces of the rationalism of the time and
the not too distaﬁt Cocial Gospel. But essentially the work of lichern and other:c of
his day must be regarded a missionary force whose ultimate purpose it was to reach all.
to whom it ministered with the saving mord. Organized CGharity was under way with a
flourish.

lleanwhile the Saxon immigrants had landed in fmerica. They were a small group and
could reedily take care of the sick and needy in their midst. £s with every organ-
ization in its infancy, the more basic matters were handled first. Our biblical,
doctrinal position had to be established seourely before the eyes of Americs, apd the
leaders did nbt at once concern themselves with institutions for the aged and the
like. Yet the feeling of charity was bound to be present in the souls of those who
followaed biblical tesching. Ellowing 20 years for the firm establishment of liissouri
Synod Lutheranism in 2merica, the apparently first collective endeavor of charity,
& Lutheran Hospital, was opened in 13858. The program of social work of the HMissouri
Symod had begun. ;

1C Organigation and Administration of our Lutheran
Charity

The most simple form of charity known today is that of the individual giver to the

- individual needy. Though naturally no figures are available for a summary of the

|1Quoted by Ohl: op. cit. p. 131
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frequency of these gifts of love, we cannot believe that there ever w;e g time oven
in the worst period of the Church's historywhen the lndividual belliever did not give
to those who aslked. This form of charity and relief we accept as a naturnl consequ~
ence of faith in the hearts of many, and undoubtedly it is freéfpractised among
Lutheran clergy and laity alike today. The ancient church custom of giving to him
who asks as expressed of the individual is stili in vogue, not as sitrong, perhaps,
because of the greator tendemcy toward group support, but evidence of it is still
present., Personal individual mission work and charitable supoort though never written
within the confines of a Dbook will always be a force w thin the church,

Thurning toward the activities of the group in social work, we find a preponderant
tendency to slight personal evangelism in favor of groupsupported evangelisation. |
Because an individual mey devote his money, time, and pevhaps energy to so many
differcnt choritable causes hoth within and outside the Lutheran Church, because the
fleld of charity and evangelization overlap from one cndeavor, city mission, or ins-
titution to the next, it is difféecmdt to draw a clear, distinctive lire in describing
the social work of the Luhheran Church.

Collective organization and administration of social work begin: in the local
congregation. As in the ancient church, this unit.is the primary source (exclusive,
of course, 8{ the charity of the individual); in sdministering love to the brethren.
For a congregation to remain healthy these fruits of faith must be present. The early
Christians recognized thi?czy uniting in common possession of all things. The lack of
congregatioral giving in the Middle Ages was one primary reason for the collapse of
social work., The esrly leaders of the Missourl Synod recognized the necessity for the
spirit of love in the local church and emphasized its presence. Yalther in his "The
True Character of the Local Congregation" wrote: "Likewise the congregation shall care
for the nourishment, clothing, housing, and all necessary wants of the poor widows,
orphans, aged,invalids, who are unable to support themselvas":’In his 'Pastorale!

‘alther mentions that although the chief pastoral d¢¢d/ duty is the administering to

the spiritual needs of his congregational members, the care for the bodily welfare,

'$.Quoted in Agsociated Lutheran Charities, 1927: .62



- 17 =

especially for the necessitles of dife among the poor, the sick, the widows, the
orphans, the infirm, and needy and aged is importent.

Again, there are no actuel statistics available on the exset number of cone
gregations doing some sort of charitable work or the type of social work in which
each is particularly interested.'Such figures could be obtained only by a general
survey in this field. suffice it to say, the sum total of all congregations for
what is called"dutside Purposes” (1l.e. moneyﬁ;ied by congregat;ons or any associat=
ion within the congregation or donations for missions, institutions, Synod, benevolemt
instituvions, Tlood relief, Led Cross, Indigent students, etc) reach a iotal of
$2,427,746 in 1&}6f°Juat what the exect figures for eacih specific congregation for
each particular act of charity wes has not been made public.

Many congregations have the special office of almoner inm their miést. It is the
duty of the almoner %o receive collections and domations for the poor of the congreg-
ation. /s the almoner or group of almonecrs see fi%, they may administer to the bodily
and phygical needs of those in want.

Agein the congregation mey have some special interest in a particular institution.
Perhaps it is a local Orphanage, 0ld Folks' Home, or the like. The members of the con-
gregation cerve on the board, and the congregation frequently devotes a special or
regular collection to the funds of that particular institution.

In the time of disaster or flood, just as in the days of Paul, Lutheran Churches
respond generously to the social and physical needs of those afilicted, and agein have
& specialy collection or a setting aside of certain funds for that specific purpose.

Turning to the associations or groups withiu the individual congregations, we have
a repetition of the intertwining of service with that of the coliective congregation.
The soclal needs of youth and adult within the church are now met rather completely.
Liesure time activities on both the educational and social plancs yet withal on a
spiritual basis are receiving greater emphasis for the growth of and adhercnce o the
church. Societies for the uniting and spiritual advancement of the women of the-oonr

gregation date back far into the Ghurch's history and are an important feature of the
16 STarsTica) Year Boote of MissavRe Sywod - (136 Praq
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church's life today. The more sympathetic nature of the woran make>her an ideal
social worker among the por, the defective, and sick. Since her liesure time 1s great-
er than thai of the wege-earning husband, the wife has many mor: opportunifies to do
those scts of mercy so necessary. The Lutheran Church has vrealized thié fact and where
the more selfish, purely pleasureable motives have been subordinated to the dominating
factor of love, women's societies have served and are seriing a real social problem
within the individual congregation. Iot ouly is there spiritual growth for the
actual members of the society where proper leadership and motive are maintained, but
" the benefits derived by those acsisted, morally, physically, and spiritually, is
plainly evident. The women's society has,in fact, taken over much of the charitable
work formerly done by the entire congregatione-perhaps a sign of over-institutionalism.
ilany euch societies are now giving the local support toward Synod's Indigent Students!
Fund. Others are active as a ladies auxiliary for the local institution of mercy,
or, as we shall see later, its members are active in that particular Home's own
Auxiliary. czles and Bazears are constantly in demsnd for the purpose of raising
money {or some worthy act of charity (This is another significant trend that undoubte
edly will have its evil effect in later years; people are beginning to ask or sesk
after some entertninment or the like before they comtribute their support. Such
acts of charity are no longer pure charity but a selfish desire for personal return.).
Flower committees are active and sick commitiees pay regular visits to the disabled
as the deacomesses of old.
| In recent years the church has begun to recognize her opportunities o prepare
her men for grue stewardship. Me£ have always been less attracted to the spiritual
work of the clurch th&n women, snd the efforts put forth to wtilize théir liesure
time mote profitably irom the viewpoint of the churchandthe Xingdom have included
the organization of men's clubs. The fact that this was a steﬁ in the right direction
is apparent in the Symod-wide organigzation of the International Association of Luth=- |
eran lien's Clubs or the Lutheran Laymen's League in 1%17. Their purposes have been
outlined as follows: (&) To aid Synod with word and deed in its business and fin-
ancial matters. (b) To encourage one another actively to participate in the work of
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the local congregation. (¢) To help increase in its members a deeper comsciousness
of a stewardship life." This last point is especially noteworthy for us in this
connection,

The ever-perplexing problem of the correct direction and guidance of youth's
vitality is being met through the organization of the International Valther League.v
With 2,118 societies and a mevbership of 50,000 its program is the most influential
factor for good among our young people at the present time. There are some young
people's organizations within our church which for various reasons have not joined
with thésinter-congregational youth program, Many of these groups are doing excellent
social work, both with respect to their own young men and women by keeping them
agtive and with respect to those ass%@ed through their social service programs.
However, because of its size and influence, the Walther League must be considered as
the standard of judgment. Its program is carried out through individual socleties
in separate communities. Just how much of the proferred program is utilized in every
instance is indeterminable, but the basic foundations for social activity are there,

I do not care to énter into a brief on the Walther League program, but suffice i%
to say that the fundamental principles of social work are present. The liesure time
activities are properly stressed, leadership and vocational guidance are taught,
recreational features are prominently placed, yet at the same time all of this is
properly subordinate to the two great divisions of Christian Knowledge and Christian
Service or faith and life. If this program is put into practise completely, the
congregation has a group of young people doing a thorough job of Christian Social
Service,,e.g. giving relief to the poor, cheering the siék. caring for the under=-
privileged children, assisting with the problem and delinquent children, and aiding
in the institutional work of the Church at large. Social work has become more highly
organized than in the days of the ancient church or even the church of 100 years ago.
More attention is addressed to the aymptomiandﬂ cures of the individual sufferings.
The Walther League program opens many doors to the young people in the task of

saving souls and guiding humen lives.

The final orgenization within Synod which is to be considered at greater length
nStatistical Year Book, Concordia Pub. House, 193%, P.193




as the representative body of the work of the ciurch at large in the field of social
vork is the Associated Lutheran Charities. Organized in 1901 for the rmutual benefit
and advancement of the various independent institutions and societies which make up
the whole, its ﬁurpose is perhaps best expressed in the words of H.F.VWind, First
Executive Vice-President, when glving the Executive Leport before the 1937 4., L. C.
Convention: "We believe that the Associated Lutheran Charities though nof instituted
and recognized as a part of the official machinery of the church is in fact the
chief vigible expression of our churchis active, living faitﬁ. the chief among the
'fruits' by which men may lmow and judge our church and its doctrine.“.?f.lz). After
remarking that the charitable aQency of our cmurch is more than praiseworthy, extra=-
congregational activity of groups of local Lutheran Christians; that the Associated
Lutheran Charities is more than a loosely knit organization of such local charitable
agencies, whose only activity is the initiation of an annual convention and which is
then in a state of suspended animation the rest of the year, Rev Wind contimues.

"A local charitable agency is the visible expression of the saving faith and the
glorious hope engendered in God's children within a congregation or a group of con-
gregations by the preaching of the Gospel of the Saviour; the Associated Iutheran
Charities is the ever active, ever planning, ever progressing manifestation of the
love of the church, of the faith-filled heart and mind of the Church at large, the
merciful hand of the @hurch, if you please, through which the church lifts up the
fallen, assists the feeble, strengthens the waak.."‘?

There is a place for such an organization within the church. It 1s certain that
small institutions of mercy sponsored by congregations within a commnity is not apt
to become known throughout Synod. Its purpose, its work, and its accomplishments
if located on the East coapt could hardly be kmown thoroughly #&n the West. The
Associated Charities by publicity places each institution on the map, as it were, by
drawing together interested parties from the East and Vest that they might discuss
their mutual probléms together. If it served no other purpose than to coordinate
the various institutions and societies, its reason for existence would be fulfilled.

.sH.F.Wind:"Report of the Executive Board"; Associated Luth. Charities, 1937, P.i2
11Ibid. p. 12 and 13 S
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The conventions held snnually bring together representation from approximate.y 55

organizations. The reports of these convgntions with proceedings and papers printed

#n full show a wide divergence of the many phases of church social work. Problems

each institution or society faces are discussed for the bemefit of all, and a eloser

spirit of cooperation is aroused. In addition the Associated Charitiesrpublishes
Lutheran

the mission leaflet "Good News" and the "AssociatedACharitiea Review" quartez}y.

But the purpose of the Associated Charities is more than mere coordination. It
sceks to better and improve existing conditions #fi each institution or society and
place them on the highest, most efficient plane. It is a progressive movemeﬁt. which
gtudies the modern. machinery of the world's social agencies and selecting the
features which suit the situation of the Lutheran Chmrch offers to the individual
agency the application of new methods--always keeping in mind, however, the common
motive, i.e, the salvation of the soul. For that reason in 1931 we have the appoint-
ment of the Committee on Child Welfare. This group studied the existing children's
agencieg in the Lutheran circles and madé reports, suggestions and improvements. Thé
comnittee worked with the National Recreation Agsociation of New York and the
American Association for Social Hygiene in planning for each instifntion the child's
recreation and studying any possible cases of sex delinquency. Advice was also
given on administration and financial drives and contacts with state departments of
social work were made.

The following year, 1932, a commission was formed to survey Hational Lutheran
Inner lMission work, 4s to where and how the Lutheran church wa:s gerving and not
serving. 375 elaborate questionaires were sent out to all charitable and social
service agencies of the entire Lutheren Church in Ameria, and 33 keymen were placed
throughout the U.S. This committee, consisting of Pastors A.Frey, L.Wickham, V.Gloe,
E.Kroncke, and 1M.Ilse,worked in cooperation with the National Lutheran Council Survey
Committee on this purely business study. The joint committees Sound a total of 401
LIutheran organizations engaged in works of charity. The Survey so far as the
Hissouri Synod was concerned revealed 424 pastors doing full or part time institut-
ional mission work; 341,352 patients visited; 231 institutions with preaching;
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286 with bedside visiting. Thus the Associated Charities served this one phase of the
church's social work-~the Innmer Mission lork.

Through the collaboration and encouragement of the Associated Lutheran Cﬁarifies
group, the Diaconate of the Synodical Conference Bas grown and been improved that
the graduate might meet the chagging social situations of the day. In June, 1911, Reyw
Herzberger broached the gubject of Deaconess Training at the llissouri Delegate Synod.
When no action was taken Rev. P. Wambsganns joined in the effort to convince people of
the the need for women workers in the church's social fieid. With the help of the
1919 Bharities Convention convening in Ft. Wayne, Ind., the Deaconess Association
was formed in fugust of that year. Approved by the Board of Directors of the Lutheran
Hospital Lssociation of Ft. Viayne, subscribers and funds were procured and a
Deaconess Home was purchased on the grounds of the local hospital. In 1922 the first
deaconess wac in the field. In 1929 there were two other tmaining sbhools in conjunct-
ion with the nurse’s training course at Vatertown, Wis., and Beaver Dam, Vis. with
27 in %raining, 32 in service. Since 1936 those preparing for deaconess work must first
complete their nursing training enl then attend the Peaconess School at Forttﬂayne for
one year. Courses include Bible Study, Comparative Heligion, Sociology, History of
the Diachbate, Social Pathology. The latest reports of 1937 relate 55 in the
association in 1§ different fields,

Such has been the work of the Associated Imtheran Charities. Up to the present
writing the orgenization has hot been included in the official machinery of Synod. It
is 8till an organization developed and administered by those who carry the spiritual
interests of social work at heart and who are nearest to that field of Christian
endeavor, as actual laborers in that field. It$s accomplishments die not so mmch in
its work as a collective body but in the methods it has succeeded in intro@ﬁcing into
the various societies which are affliated with it. To view these methods and accomp-
lishment we must turn oﬁr attention to the records of the various organizations. The
institutions as organizfed by individual oongregations or groups of congregations are

the actual working body of the social work movement wirthin the church. The Associated
Iutheran Charities as a collective body is the unoffielal stamp of approval of the
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Missouri Synod at large upon such benevolent work. It is not by far the full quota
of social work within our church todey, but because it is the desire to study the
social problem as a unit we will consider the work of these ingredient organizations

of the Associated Lutheran Charities as typical of the social work movement within our
church.
ﬂf Methods and Accomplishments

So many features are concerned, so many smaller group interest are influencing
the entire social movement that it is difficult to draw an imaginery chalk-line and
say that this is so in such a case and that is the result in that situation, In
general then, we may divide the gocial accomplishments into two broad sections:
the work among the children and that emong the adults. There are, of course, instances
where both adult and child will be involved alike, e.g. in family groubles, but
we shall include such problems under the genmeral head of adult social work. igain,
if the motive that moves behind all social work in the Imtheran Church is not
plainly stated, it is not because such a motive has not been found. The intent 15.
rather to place the emphasis upon the methods and accomplishments. The motiv. of
evangelization is an understood force and coredlary.

Social work must deal with all types of people and children. It is not limited
merely to the defective or delinquent but seeks to reach and teach reform of evil
influences as well as guide the normal child. ILvery child comes with three imborn
tendencies, i.e. physical, emotional and mental. It is influenced to maturity in
character and behaviourism by family, church, child companions, school, neighborhood/
complexes, community assets, and industrial conditions. These must be directed for

a well-rounded, well balanced life. Of the 25,000,000 children, 16 and under, in the

 U.S. 1,000,000 may be classcd as delinquent or those dangerous becuase of anti-social

behaviour, To prevent such delinquency in dealing with the normal child snd guide

him correctly toward the well balanced life, the church has two paths open: (1) to
drop all religious sanctions and found social morality on education and self interest;
(2) offer as a cure and prevention of delinquency acceptance and instruction of

the dogma of religious principles xS

2H.Wind: "The Church as a Factor in the Prevention of Juvenile Delinquency."

Algoc tATFO (ulTheriw C&gtn l'\&)’ IQ33} Q. Y7

- A A - —— LRl ) o il B




- 24 -

Naturelly and rightly, the chmrch has adapted the latter meangs--teaching God's Vord
as a preventative. There must be not a mere f£illing of the child's mind with religious
recepts,but these must be interpreted in terms of everyday life. The instruction dare
not be abstract. For example: two small boys accused of atealing‘sausages weee agked
what they had.done with them. They replied that they had hidden them. Vhen asked
"why" they answered that it was Fridey. The commandment not to eat meat on Friday
wasrdefinite commandment, so it was obeyed. The command not to steal dealt with
abstract concepts not related to daily life. TH

The social activities, i.e. boys' and girls' clubs, etc. in the i@reh are not mere
& necessity that must be tolerated in an institutionalized world but if properly
managed are constructive forces for good, satisfying the cravings of the individual
for sociability and counteracting any evil influence which might be his by home or
community environment. Properly supervised church agencies can and do provide an out=
let for the social instincts. This problgm the Lutheran Church has met with a great
deal of success as the court records of the reiigiou of criminals can readily testify.
Through the Sunday Schools, vacation Bible Schools, Day Schools, Saturday Schools,
and special gervices, &ll under and with the Word of God, it has worked a healthy
influence not only on the individuwal child but through him on the community. Wherever
egtablished the Lutheran Church has been a power through its individual members in
checking anti-social and anti-Christian tendencies. For it has transferred the
religious influence into the home of the child through the chmild. It may be corredt
to say it is the Vord of Cod working this spiritual and resultant growth but it is
more correct to say it is the Vord of God working through the organizations establishdd
by the church fler the child. For it is through the organizations that the daily life
of the child is effected by the Word which is made :o live &n a practical way for him,

It is toward the dependent or defective child that our church owes special attent-
ion and care. 0f 20,000,000 sbhool children, Dr. Thomas Vood, prof.of Education

at Columbia University, in a recent survey found the following facts:



- O

12=2% (3=4,§00,000)=—===organic heart disease
5% (1,000,000)~==——--gpinal curvature, flat feet
5% (1,000,000)===ee--defective hearing
25% (5,000,000 )==——e——-nalmtrition
505 (6,000,000)=mm-—=-gnlarged tonsils, adenoids
50=9 55 defective teeth
“15% physicald defect '

It is true that meny of these defedts are common to innumerable children today,

80 common that we do not class them as abnormal but normal. Yet it is a sociological
fact that physical defects demage d¢he emotions, develop an unsocial attitude, and lead
the physically handicapped to withdraw in silent resentment within themselves, becomdw
extreme introverts as the handicap becomes greater in many cases. Therefore it is of
the utmost importance for the social and ultimately religious life of the child that
the clurch's social agencies pay particular attention to the needs and adaptation of
the child who is physically defective in the tmme sene of the word.

Our congregations at an early date recognized the necessity of greater care for
those children handicapped physically. In 1873 the Lutheré,n Ingtitute for the Deaf
was drganized by a group of Detroit churches. The state was operating efficient
schools for those unfortunate emough to be born deaf or Who became deaf through sick-
ness or accident. Today there are 64 public residential schools for the deaf and
120 days schools. Oﬂthe denominational homes 3 are Catholic and one is Protesiant-
i.e. our Lutheran school. Already at that early date the Imtheran clurch hntt;red
this particular field, knowing that the state could not properly administer to the
spiritual needs of the immortal s‘oul involved. Up to 1929 the institution served
445 children, not necessarily all from within our Synodical circle. Through the labors
of a graduate, Edward Pahl, deaf mission work and preaching was begun in 1894. Today,
19 workers serve 213 stations, 278 voting members, 1.9614 eammicants. The Institute
using the most modern methods of instruction and with up to date equipment is now
serving 58 boarding pupils. |

The other agency maintained within our circles for chdld defectives is the Beth-

esda Home in Watertown, Wis for the Feebleminded and Epileptic. It was organized in

21 Quoted in"Associated Lutheran Charities,"1936: P. 77
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1904 for two primary reasons. The epileptic or feebleminded child is especially apt

to be neglected or treatoazﬁsogh;ay detrimental to his own and the family's spiritual
and social health; and, secondly, the state agencies here as in the case of the deaf
cannot and do not supply the proper spiritual care for the individual. Bethesda is

& ¥oarding school whore the children meet others similarly afiflicted and live with
them permanently (epilepsy and feeblemindedness are incurable) in an atmosphere suited
to their mentality and condition. Socially, they are trained to menial tasks within
the Home, living as it were, in a world of their own, based as i% must be on a lower
mental plene. Heligiously, they receive instruction slowly and at the present time 170
are admitted to commnion.

Our Synod's 8 orphanages, caring for 531 children stand as evidence of our clurch's
interest in the physical and spiritual wants of the dependent child. All of them date
back prior to 1900, mevealing an early recognition of this particular phase of social
dwrk. The schools are located at Addison, I11. (1873); Baltimore, Hid. (1892); Fors
Vadsworth, IN.Y. (1387)f; Indianapolis, Ind. (1883); Kirkwood, iio. (18638); Marvwood, Pa.
(1882); New Orleans, La (1881); West Roxbury, Mass. (1871). In addition, the Addison
8chool is an Industrial School for girls and a lManual Training School for boys with
a total of 236 present. liost of these are wards of the Juvenile Court with board charged
to the parents. The children are not delinquent but dependent in thekyes of the court
liable to delinquency because of insanity, death, sickness, unemployment, or delinquency
of the parents.

Thieg history of orphanages is still rather moderﬁ. In the early 19th century the
custom still prevailed of plaging all dependent children despite their handicaps, agé.
or individuality into the common almshouse which served all classes and alll ages of
 people, In N.Y.state alone in 1856, there were 4,936 inmates in almshouses with
1300 of them children. As late as 1923 the census shows 1/3 of the inmates of alms-
houses were ghildren. But the trend was definitely toward separate institutions for
each particular need.

Viith the gradusl development of the social work at large, the problem of the ind-

ividual came to have more meaning and was more closely scrutinized. The individual



-

- 2] -

child in relation to the orphanage was studied and because the dependent child must
be developed into the inderendent man, well suited by his social and moral plane to
the social world, the dependent child received speciai cere. Vith only 1/10 of the
200,000 children in charge of euch agencies without parents, it ztood to reason that
the background and home environment of the individual child must be different in
every case., The old custom of congregating together children of different backgr unds
and different likings and abilities was found inadeguate. Jur church has_slowly joined
with the new socinl approach to the problem of orphenages. The cases and environments
of the individual child are carefully investigated to determine his particular needs.
Individuel records of cach phase of the particular case are carefully filed with

the outlook forward not only toward his soul's salvation but also his future social
usefuliness to the world. Phere possible, physical arrangements, e.g. of the buildings
is under alteration so that supervision is of smeller units according to the needs

of each particular group. Lducational and recreational methods have been examined, and
the health program revised not eccording to mass requirements but individuality.

Probably duc to financial expenses involved, the modernizing movement with the
Luther=n Church in this direction has not kept pace with state and public agencies.
Financial reasons likewise have hindered the institutions in securing experienced,
trained workers to take-the lead in this important step.

Mesnwhile, there has grown up in the past 20 years a group Bf societies more or less
opposed to the orphanages as the solution for dependent children. These are the
so=called Childrengs Friend or Home Finding Societies. These men have worked on the
basis thet the broken home should be united and bend every effort to keep it together
that there might not be such & great need for institutional orphanages. These Home
Finding Societies seek to do this: (1) through securing relief for the whole family.
(2)by obtaining lother's Aid. This is a sfate pension whereby widows with children
can secure support Irom the state, awoiding the mecessity of breaking up the family.
If ncither of these two methods is successful, then the child must be taken over by

the church, 9,855 children have been received by the Synod's 11 Home Finding Societ-
: O}
ies in their history. The method of proceedure includes registration and consultation
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with social agencies kmowing the family (+thus close cooperation with state agencies).

(2) investigation of background, child personality, true reasons behind application.

(3) Use, if possible, of one of two phases given above in effart to keep family
together.

(4). Study of foster home types and suit them to the individual child, after a
thorough study of the foster home environment.

(a). Adoptive liome which must be thoroughly investigated and compared thﬁt the
proper match of child and foster parent personality is reached prior to adoption. l

(b). The Boarding Home-placing of the child in & home with board paid by the
gociety or parents.

(¢). Free lome Placement-the child is taken in & a meber of the family and
for his board does menial tasks about the home. Specisl care must be tkken in choosing
such a home lest the child become a slave.

(d) vape~lome Placement-~The child is paid in the home for his work.

(5). After care: frequent visisé by the case worker to make certsin that the aza
rangements are working out satisfactorily to the benefit of both parties.

This trend away from the orphanages would not do away with such institutions,
however. With modern social plans, the orphanage becomes the receiving home while
arrangements are under way for the child's permanent placement in a home environment.
The institution can well be used (1) to give the temporary care for situdy prior to
placement (/) for care and study in bebhaviourism in preparation for placement. (3)
for care where home placement is difficult because of conflicting incidents, e.g.
estranged parents who still have retained their rights and visit the child. (4)
temporary care in a critical dituation where the child must be removed from ita
home at once. (5) temporary care of a large family when investigation reveals the
necessity for keeping them together. (6) care of defectives in specialized institut-
ions as well as delinquents. Such children must be corrected, if possible, before
there can be any thought of home placement.

lot all of these features have as yet been adopted,but the movement is in that
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general direction both outside and inside the church. Newer and more expedient
methods must be accepted by our church-if she would accomplish her evangelization
and charitable work in the most efficient way.

Though some would claim that apparently the more highly developed :the church
Program of child social work becomes, the farther it drifte away from the old con=-
greational system, There is direct proof for the contrary. These highly technical
Child Placement Societies have an active toudh with the individual congregation

through the Vomen's Auxiliary. This group is drawn from the neighboring commnity

.for the purposec of publicity, education, and support of the children in the agency.

One fuxiliery, that of the Lutheran Children's Eriends Soclety of liinnesota, has
500 women's clubs afiliated with it. These units raise funde forjthe agency and Home
through a Convention, Donation Day, lavm fetes, and the like. The money is used to
{urnish the Home end supply equipment. Such women's auziliaries are s vital force
for good not only in the Homes or orphsnages for the child but in all our church's
institutional life.

We have already mentioned several times the importance of the family bn the
social world. Though the unit of social life today is the individual and though mode
ern investigation 1s directed toward the right social relationship of the indiviciual,
yet the family as the nearest point of social contact is of primary import in the
social field. Since soecial work deals with humsn beings in their human relationships,
the an'alysis and investigation of home cnvironment is necessary. liany times & sit-
uetion for a delinguent child or parent is relieved by altering the situation in the
home. Lﬁrer;} year, especially recently, millions have been placed on relief roles both
of public end private agencies becaeseof unemployment. The entire family suffers, and
adaptive measures in such things as diet and budget must be installed by expert case
workers., Only then will such temporary relief leave no evil effects on the individuals

concerned or society at large. The same aituation exists in the homes of the 20% of

laborere who are annually sick and absent from work two months or more. Every year

15,000,000 people suffer from extreme poverty, and 100,000 annually find burial in
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paupers! fields.

The Lutheran Clurch mist a:mit that it does have a debt or obligation of brother-
ly love th these people--poor physically as well as spiritually. We have few or no
well-founded eocial agencies which deal with the specific problem of the family. The
question hg:e;et in devious ways in the past, however. Our pastors are serving in the
capacity of family social worker in msny instances among thelr congregational members
énd at times for those outédéde the church. VWhere the church lacks the funds for sup=
port the pastor may rightly urge his members to accept public relief temporarily
until other arrsngements can be made. Since Lutherans pay taxes as well as every one
else, they too have the right to fall back on this resource. The pastor throughout,
however, has to be psychiatrist, physician and social worker in addition to being
spiritual adviser. His decisions must be made with the greatest caution, and many
of the Lutheran pastors have during the past few years learmed the value of the
loeal public social agency.

Synod's :% @ity lissions are especially active in family welfare because their
spirituel work is largely among the poor. The comstant proximity of the city mission-
aries to the numerous problems of family and individual welfare gives them many op-
rortunities to practise social work in addition to their pastoral duties. With the
cooperations and women's suxiliaries they have brought mch phwsiéal relief %o the
sufferings of the destitute and homeless and frequent alleviation of domestic pro-
blens.

The city missionaries with their volunteer and associate workers and assisting
deaconesses might likewise be classed as our Synod's social workers in the public
inatitutioné. Turing the year 1936 they served 44 penal, 201 medical, 44 mental
ihatitutiona and 56 infirmaries. Properly, tyeir wapk is largely spiritual but in
many instances the technique and duty of the social worker had to be applied. This
is especially true of prison work. Victoria A. Larméur of the N.Y.State Division of

Parole says: "I think that the experience we have in our day indicates that while
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it is highly desir¢able that something be done on a religious basis, practical
exﬁerience shows that not much can be done unless the religious groups actually will
become interested in doing something for the criminzil.'.... I believe that generally
speaking the individual clergymen and the laity of sl11 the different groups are
definitely disinterested in the criminal.'}T’ize charge that the average pastor and
congregation are disintercsted in the man who has lately left the prison cell is
true, despite that most stirring precept and B:Eanple of Christ eating with the
sinners, Qur mission workers are doing much %o ahog:‘;hurch&s interest in the for-
gotten man.

The ancient church custom of hospitality to strangers within the Christian home
was dropped long ago because of the rapid spread of Christianity and the growing
complexities of the human individual life. But the church has not forgotten its
social and spiritual duties to the traveller, immigrant, sailor, and stranger. In add-
ition to an immigrant home in New York city, the ilissouri Synod through private
associations and congregational sponsorship has 7 Social Service Centers or Homes.

Two other forms of charitable social service within the clmrch are worthy of
special mention. They are our 12 homes for the Aged and 19 hospital, sanitoria, and
Convalescent Homes., The care of the aged has become an increasingly paramount issue
as the averape lifetime has grown from 25 years in the 17th century to 60 years
today. The ancient custom was to do away with the aged entirely.l VWith the advent
of Christianity and its subsequent growing influence the nations of the world have
become more civilized and passed old age laws of ome kind or anothe. . At first
the proceedure was to place all dependent aged in common almshouses where the poor
and misfit, the young and old were thoywn together without regard for the individual
rersonality or religious $astes. Today the majority of our states have almshouses,
and the greater percent of the ammual expenditure for relief of aged poor—$750,000.000
== i3 8till invested in such unsuitable homes.,

Vith the growing study of the field of -soc:lal work have come mew plans for the

care of the aged. The home influence and family ties are considered of nmch more

2>-Quoted by E.Duemling: Associated Lutheran Charities, 1937. Page 84
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value, and though it entails a far greater expense, the ideal situation has been
pictured as one where the aged person remains at home or in some boarding home at
the possible expense of the congregation or association formed for the care of the
aged. The states have helped out a greatdeal in this respect by passing 0ld ige
Pengion Lawg (whereby the destitute receive an anmual stipend for support) and the
Social Security Lct (the insurance of old age behefits.)

Though urging their people to accept these pensions and if at all possbble to
remain in their homes, the churches and especially the Lutheran Church have been
cware of their obligations. Since many of the states do not as yet have the 0ld Age
or similar ponddon laws, the various denominations have maintained their Homes for
the Aged. In 1929 the U.S. Dept. of Labor :urvey revealed 1,323 Homes for the Aged
listed with 444 of them meintained by churches, serving 68,659 people. The Synod-
ical Conference meintained 11 institutions for 575 occupaﬂbs at the time, an invest-
ment of §1,433,500, The subsequent depression not only wiped away what litile savings
many aged had accumulated through the years, but it likewise took the savings of their
children so that cven their family could not support them. The result bas been that
of the 7,500,000 over 65 years, half are whole dependent, 4/5 partially dependent.
By 1936 snother Homc had been added to the existing 11 and the total served 645 aged
reople. 411 of these homes give free boarding, Some, however, require the signing over
of all holdings to the institutiond beforeedmittence is granted. Uthers receive
entrance to the Home by paying & flat rate of from 7-5000 dollars or by the payment
of $10~-15 per week. Vhere such payment is pade the clurch is not really administering
charity but is doirg a charitable service. Those unable to pay naturally need and
receive financial help. Those who pay, however, are mot so much in need of monejary
support but mental, physical, and spi:itual aid. lodern methods such as occuptaional
therapy on a Scriptural bagis have found their place in the Lutheran Church's Homes
for the Lged. ;

Since its founding 100 years ago the Mdssouri Synod has always maintained a
definite interest in the care of the sick. The beginming in this most apparent of

all social services came in 1853 when the Lutheran Hospital of St. Louis opened its
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doors for the first time. With the growth of the church went the growth of the
Hospital service until today we have a total of 19 hospitals with a capacity of

1736 beds. 5 training schools for Lutheran and non-Lutheran nurses have been
established and are conducted with courses onm aociallwork included. The feeling

has long been prevalent that the Lutheran chaplain, nurse, and doctor working tofether
can accomplish far more for the soul and body of the patient than working individually
in separate institutions. Y¢# The up to dattkciuppment of the majority of our hospitals
has been open toﬁii)itients, and the spirit of loving charity 6or those less fortunate
has led to an approximate anmual expenditure of $151,000 for free clinic work. The
authorities have found the hospitals an excellent opening in winning souls for the
church. When the body is suffering the soul without hope suffers that omch more in
Tear of the future; and the patient with much time on his hands for serious spiritual
meditation is in a finer, more receptive mood for the spiritual truth. In the social
field, the hospital not only offers an excellent opporturnity for aid to the sick, but
1% gives those in cAhrge a wedge into the difficulties of the home and environment
which may be responsible for the sickmess.

As mentioned above, a survey such as this cannot hope to cover the emtire field of
social work within the church. There are other charitable vmntures underway which are
of minor importance fvomh the view-point of the church at large but are working an
inestimable value from the view of the in.ividual soul comcerned. Because they are
unrecorded I can do no more than acknowledge these charitable undertakings and admit
their worth to the soul and comsequent social conditions involved. Our Lutheran Church
is fuliilling its duby to God and society not only by preaching but by living and

acting out the truth of the Word.

Ay Prospective Lutheran Policies

To hagard an opinion as to the possibilities of prospective fields of social work
into which the Lutheran Church might venture is rather a difficult tack for one

immature in the subject. However, to stop suddenly and say that the Missouri Synod
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has reached the ultimate limit of her comtributlon to society in the ficld of soc-
ial work is to belittle the situation. With the constanit shifting scéne of social
background, with newer, fincr methods of meeting and treating people comes the nec-
essity for the church to adapt herself to the tendencies of the day. This is not true
where the Scriptural truthe snd their preaching and teaching is concerned; that must
remain in the spirit of truth ame as the gulding motive. But the need for the
church to edapi hevself to changing social ideals is true in her method of approach
and action. 5 years ago there was no need for organizations within the church
because there wes little social organization outside the church. The world's pace
wag a sglower ome with more time available to apply to the individual. With the grow-
th of indusiry the pace guickened, men f‘iéured and moved in large# numbers, The ind-
lvidual was s.allowed up in the mass, and the church adapting herself %o social
thinking entered the orgenizational sphere with mass evangelization. With the collapse
of industry in the rcgoztt depression affecting all phases of life, the times have
turned toward a restoration of the individual as the key figure in the relation of
society.

O.A.Geigeman in summing up the church's share in social reconstruction points out
4 immediste adjustments necessary: L) Adjustment in capitalistic system; 3) adjust-
ments in realm of goverament; C) adjustuments in family life; D) Adjustments in rel-
igious and morsl life.*>

Education, government, and the cmmrch have the solution. The church must play its
part: 1) by providing well-trained ministry; 2) by enjoining right and condemming
wrong; 3) by applying its message to everyday living;4) by exemplifying its resuire-
ments in its own organizations, i.e. using the newest methods for accomplishing the
most good; 5) by not trespassing in the realm of government and business.; 6) finally,
above all, by preaching the age-old Gospel.

All these adjustments by the church center more or less on the individual, so we
may well say the church carries the salvation for 8 (adjustments in family life) and

D (adjustments in religious and moral life).

'230.A, Ceisemsn: "The Church's Share in Social Reconstruction"; Assoc. Luth. Charities

1935, Page 45 ff,
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flow ghall tho individual congregntion sssume its share in this more imtensive
individual progrom? Instoed of masg evangelism we will have to have education of the
individual, l=ny of our Lu‘?;hein(:hurches already have such educational programs, but we
ot place more emphasis on reaching the imdividual with expositions of the Bible;
loctures on Ghurch History; meaning of clurch membership; instruction in methode of
Christian nurfure; building of the Christian family; rcsponsible citisenship. The

depression has given o groater deal more licpure time to our people which should be

utilized for a study of these things. Only by instructing its laity in such religious

and moral matters can the church coniribute its full share to the social reconstructe

ion of the time.

4s shopherd of his flock'e bodies as well as their souls, the pastor muss guide
his people through the perplexing problems of this life--always, naturally, from the
bagis pi' the Vord of Cod. In 19355«1936,500,000 mothers and fathers participated in
perent study groups in libraries, c':mrchea?ngchools throughout the country. Instead
of forcing our people e receive their desived paremt education from sources outside
the church which might in the end prove harmful %> their clmrch life, the local com-
grogation should comduct such gounscling intervicws and discuseions. Yor example, the
problem of industry »is far outside the gphere of the churds Yet because our members

are involved, vwe must study the problem. Every employe has a duty to his employer but

likewise every employe has & greater duly to his family and his CGod (1 Tim.5,3). By

a thorough study of the situation through the morc practical light of the «ord, we

can affirm our position to our laity amd society as well. iguin, the problem of
Vocational Guidence is becoming more difficult as time passes. Christian young men amd
women will gseck advise from some source a3 to thelr future plans. Iow much finer it
would be if the church were properly prepared {and only properly prepared analysis and
diagnosis i1s of any value here) to give this guidance in the choice of a vocation.

4% the risk of being challeugéd as an advocate of the system whereby the church
would become morely a social institution an: no more, I would suggest a gre-ter active

1ty' on the part of the Luthoram Church among thosc outside the church, i.e. in the
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commnity. It is true there is the special danger here of becoming falee, "social
gospel" advocates as is borne out by the condition in which many denominations find
themselves today. But extremes in any situation or movement have a tendency toward
danger. Ve must admit that the command of Christ to be the salt of the earth, the
light of the world mus% include this thought, namely, that by the applieation of
Christian principles the believers and collect.ively the church is to be ah¢ influence
in the world outside of its own circle of members. To do that it mmst enter into com-
mnity projects more thoroughly than it has in the past. It dere no%, of course, place
ite force behind certain reforms and become a champion, as it were, of that particular
cause; then the church would rise and fall with the success or failure of that parti-
cular movement. The church is not here to institute and champion s long series of
reforms but to preach the Gospel. From that it dare not waver. However, it is the
influence of the Gospel through the individual which must be felt in the commnity.
This is especially true of the pastor. If strangers of the commxmiﬁ realize that
the pastor’'s study is open to them at any time to discuss any kind of problem--spirit-
wal, physical, or mental--the opportunity foz; mission work is apprecisbly increased.
For en intelligent understanding of social or mental problems will win the £onfidence
for an intelligent discussion of the spiritual problems. Again, many of our pastors
have acquired the abilities of psychiatrist and physiclan in addition to their pas-
toral wisdom, but we need a greater emphasis and employment of them. One way open for
‘the acquiring and using of such sbilities is a morc smctive interest in the commmity.
The solution of the pastor's time element if the afore-mentioned principles are to
be added to his already over-burdened schedule is the employment of the trained social
worker, In a well-established, well financed congregation such & church worker, trained
especially along social work lines with a firm backgmind of religious dogma, could
readily act ag a deaconess of the congregation, assuming many of the chronic sick
and shut-in visits, and alding the women of the congregation with their more delicate
problems. If expedient, she might likewise serve the role of church secretary, reliev-

h
ing the pastor of much routine work. In congregations were finances would not permit
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such an expenditure, & number of clmrches might join.together in hiring such a local
social worker. It is frequently in the poorer congregations that social problems
erise, and her duties would than carry her from church to church, month by month or
case by case as expediency might indicate. If even such an afrangement is not finan-
clally possible, then volunteer workers migzht be substituted, though the benefits
are wealkened because of the probable lack of training in such a situation. The Symod
has the Deaconess tra ninz school available. Our congregations ought to avail them-
selves of the opportunity and urge their young women to attend.

For the furtherance of social work in Synod I have but two suggestions. (1) Closer
coordination mihthin our circles and cooperation with secular and denominational
bodies nnd (2) the thorough instruction of the man power available in the social
work field,

The ancient and oft~used maxim, "in unity there is strangth" applies to work in
the cimrch ez well as elsewhere. In fact, it might be more appropriate to say it ap=-
plies especially to the church because of the importance of the latter's work. There
hes been a2 tendency in the Sjnod‘at large toward coordination of our social agencies.
That tendency has resulted in the Associated Lutheran Charities. Because this move-
ment was strong cnough to effect such a change it is reasonable to believe that the
next movement toward coordination, influvenced by the ssme force, will come from Synod
itself in an adoption or coordination of all social agencies. This is the next most
logical and necessary stép. The fact that the Associated Charitics movement is success
ful is an indication that such coordination is possible without abandoning any strong
doctrinal foundations or losing any prestige. At present that mightice force and
support which Synod as a bo.ly alone can give is still lacking. 4 small, independent
institution may get by with antiquated methods and equipment but a Synodically advised
group of institutions would operate im closer harmony with one another and the outside

}world. Waturallx, it is not the intent that independence should be lost by the indiv-
g idual institution or that Synmod should become autocratic in eny way. That is entirely
‘against our church polity and practise. Sut an organisz:tion is more apt to heed the

advice of chosen, well-educated men especially equipped in the field if they kave the
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official stamp of approval of Symod than if they act independently. The added strangth
would lie in the coordination of the work, which would svoid the possibility of dup-
lication or interna) dissension. Such a Symodical Advisory Roard of Inner Nission or
Soclal VWork if tactful yet non=-sutocratic would certainly wield en influence for

good. Instead of having the combined fruits of our faith and charity before us in
1solated casce, we would have it before us in one lump, &s it were, to bc added to

by all,

Such a Roard would then give us the official orportunity to work with seculer
agencles and thosc of other denominations. Faturally the question of doctrine and
religious practise would have to be excluded enbirely, but there is no reason whyv
we could not join,for example, in a purely informational religious social survey.

Such a fach-finding research wes held by the Associated Charities with other Lutheran
bodies, but an official Roard and Research Commititee of Synod could accomplish far
more in greater detail. Vorking with the American Baptist Home Mission Society;

the Commission on Social Relations of Fational Council of Congregational Churches; |
the Commission on Christianity and Social Probleme of the Evangelical Synod of North
Awerica; or with the Imner Mission Commissions of other Lutheren bodies new methods
in institutional worx or social ;sechlhiqued of the day could be discussed without
entering into anything goctrinal, There would and could be no joint action, but
there would be a firmer understanding of the work of other denominations passed on
throush ourown commission to the various Symodical agencies.

¥y final suggestion as to possitle Lutheraﬁ policy is a thorough instruction of
our theological students in the problem of social work. One example will sufiice. ,
Thomas Storey in a recent survey of hyglene (mental and physical) programs writes
that only 7 of 101 theological schoqls exanined report progrems of informaticnal

hygiene. None of the 7 reported a mental or gex-social hygiene content. llone reported

& content of family or other group hygiene. 2 reported courses on public or inter-
4 v .
group hygieneﬂ. "The men on whom members of church congregations will later depend

24Storey, Thomas: "The Status of Hyglenme Programs in i Institutions of Higher
Education in the United States" Stanford Press, 1927. P.48
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collectively and individually for guidance and advice in relation %o mental, emotion-
al, ﬂpil*itﬁal, and physical health troubles are usually given little or no scicnt-
ific iﬁi‘orma‘cion related to the service expected of themv."nl:erhaps vie have.heré

an example of a subject better suited to & medical school than one of theology. I
personally camnot agree with Mr., Storey's statement that the mihistry is not traired
in solving spiritual heslth problems. Qur ministry does have that portion of the
health or hygiene program. But the fact remains thet m mtal and emotional problems
which sédze so msny today are not finding a proper backgroun? in the pastor's mind
for him %o counsel wisely. To be wenl leaders and counsellors our clergy must be
trained in thesc matters. Else when a social problem does arise, the laity will
turn not to their spiritual advisor for guidance but assuming him incompetent or
indifferent will seek out & psychologist, palmist, astrologer, or the like, Paul's
statement that we mast be all things to all men (1 Cor. 9,22) includes in it a
willingness based on ability to serve our people and others in their perplexity.
This ability must come f£rom a thorough atudylof the field of social work.

The training of men in the social field‘, would likewise brimg greater power to
Symod's institutional life. Educated leaders in the field pleced in an instituiion
6or the defective, dependent, or aged, will be abléy to apply not only the religious
Principles end methods handed down from genmeration to generation but will Imow how
to use the most modern methods for the greater henefit of all concerned. The men in
charge of such agencies at the present time have had to educate themselves. It is or
shou'd be up to Synod to offer the education to those who will be in charge in future
years., The fact that Synod has planned several courses in sociologj for the future
four yeer curriculum is an indication that initial steps in the right direction
of social work education are already under way.

The basic foundation of falth in Christ has remained the same, but the Lutheran

Church has built higher and higher its social service program upon this foundation.

15°1bid: p. 49.
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As time passes and the condition sbout men change, the bullding process of charity
mgt go on upon the same basie principle of love for Christ. 100 years have seen the
growth of social consciousness advance step by step, higher and higher within our
Synog. The next 100 years will witness the Lutheran Church of tomorrow with her sound
principles assuming the leadership in the working of the frults of faith. The founda-

tions are laid; the building will go on,
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