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Introduction.

During his three years at the seminary tl,o theological stu-
dant is taught the qualifications and requirements of a Luther-
a8n pastor, and he is informed of the tremendous responsibilities
and the exacting demands whioh a call into the ministry will
lay upon him when he has become a pastor of a eongregation.

But the seminary training is not able to convert the student
into a full-fledged pastor. Only long years of hard study and
Practical experience and divine grace ocan equip a man success-
fully end completely for this greatest and hardest calling and
work in this world. Unless the ministerial candidate, upon the
entry into his life's work, continues, with firm determination
and fixed purpose all through his life, to ereot a ‘wall-built '
Buporstructure upon the foundation which was lald with the help
Oof his teachers at the seminary, he will soon find himself un-
able to cope with the problems of his calling, he will fail to
ram}er afficient gservice as a steward over God's household, and
he will forfeit the joy and the reward of a faithful shepherd
of 1:.he flook over which God has placed him.

It is, therefore, imperative that a Llftheran pastor, to be
both faithful and auo;:u.aful in his ministry, is constantly de-
termined to grow end inorease in all the faculties that make
for an efficient ministry. The many text-books written on
Fastoral Theology, Propudt‘mtios. Homiletios, eto. are replete
with sound adviece which, if heeded oon_u:l.ent:loualy and put to
constant practice, will train and develop the pastor in the

highest degree possible to human precept and instruction.
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3ut, unfortunately, very mnhy pastors do not grow and
meka definitq progress 1n-their ministry. They do not continue
to study and to build themselves up, they leave their seminary
teachors and learning behind them, so far behind that these are
aoon.permanantly loet to them. Instead of growing, they begin
to shrink and slip more and more, their acquired store of know-
ledge is soon exhausted, they become superficial and shallow
end ineffective, aﬁd, as a rosult, the Church of Christ suffers
inestimeble harm and disgrace, and the offiace of the ministry
18 despised and condemned, even by those who should be benefit-
ted and blaseed by ite

It may seem a rather tflte statement to claim that every
pastor should make definite progress and bacome a better and a
more affioiont pastor from year to year. Yet this ver& thing is
demended by the Lord Himself. God certainly requires of His
called ambassadors fuithfulucﬁe and loyal service in the use of
His gifts which Ho has committed to their charge, as it is
clearly taught in the parables of the"Pounds"and of the"Talents".
The Church also, with full right, expects that her called minis-
tera serve her interests and wolfare to the best of their abil-
ity. And even the world in general expeots more of Christien
pastors than of other men, namely, that they be aultured gentle-
men and leaders among ncn; It is, thorefore, a serious matter,
and not to the cridit of the miniotry. if pastors are not faith-
ful and conscilentious, ;nd, instead of becoming more useful in
God's vineyard, b;oono failures and unworthy incumbants of the
h°1i office. Judging from the many complaints expressed by the
Ohristian laity and fro; the many articles appearing in the
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theological and seculor press,; a large number of Christian
Pastoro do not live up to the expectetions which men justly
hold of them, and the pastors thamgolves, no doubt, are largely
to blame for the unfavorable oritiocism whioh falls upon them.
Thoy cen not shirk mor nogloct their responsibilities without
reaping an evil harvest, and tho lack of self-improvement is
bound to roact and end disastrously, as it did in the typical

csasa of tho"Reverand Hane Dnmpf“J Yes, neglect of self-improve-

» ment is bound to bring its own punishment, in the waning and

the atrophy of powers, the loss of gifts and influence,empty
Pevws and church troasuries, unpopularity, and frequently in

nervous hroakdowns and early ;enllity.

"Tha Christian ministry", says Phillips Brooks,"is the
largeat field for the growth of a human soul that this world
offeras., In it ho who is faithful nust go on learning more and
more forever. His .growth in learning 1s all bound up with his
grovwth in cheracter. The minister must grow. Growth is prog-
ress. It is a continual climbing which opens continually wider
Prospacta...The faoct of men's not doing their best with the
povers that Cod has given them is mere unfeithfulness".

Unlass the pastor grows he can not maintain the position of

spiritual leadership over his flock. °

A8 Dr.P.E.Kretzmann writes:=

"A porson who achieves leadership must know when and how to
study, how to gather facts; he must, as Kinneman states, be a
Person who hes a capacity to gather, assimilate, dissominata,
and popularize facts...he should constantly strive to give the
best that.is in him to the furtherance of every miniastry for
which his leadership will be required...The person who stands
still in developing his intelligence and all his qualifiocations
will not, as a rule, be able to hold his leadership position

for any length of time".3

1.Cf.Th,Gracbner, "The Pastor as Student and Litorary Worker'.

2.Phillips Brooks,"Lectures on Preaching”,pp.70.100.
Je«Concordia Theological Monthly,Vol.VI,pp«740.741,
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O.Sslardon puts it thust=

""han ona ‘gaases to grow, to reach out in every direction
for the materisl that.will make him a:broader, deeper, more
Qultivated and more holpful personality, he has ceased to live.s.
The great thing is to function at your- highest possibilities
instead of at your lowest. Even for a medioore nature, the par=
Potual striving after a higher standard will gradually have an
9levating offect upon the whole character".'

As Robert Browning saidi=

"My business is not to remake myself, but to make the absolute
best of vhat God made".

The worda of J.F.Clarke certainly apply to the ministers:-

"Tha cduty of self-culture is plainly taught by Jesus in the
Gospels. We must add something to our industry and fidelity to
what God intrusts to us; we are His stewards...Use and improve,
Or lose. This is the sentence pronounced on each of us by all
the courts of God, in the physiocal, intellactual, and moral
world. Ugse and improve your muscles and your perceptions, or
they will gradually but certainly fail. Use and improve your
memory, your understdnding, your judgment, or they will become
feabla. Use and improve your oomscience, or it grows torpide..
If a men has the power of self=-improvement, then this power is
itself a tolont confidod to hime. Unless he improves, he does

not use this power".%™

-"The aim of every man", said Humboldt,"should be to sacure the
highest and most harmonious development of his powors to a com-
Plete and consistent whole".

C«0o0lgrove says that

“thorough knowledge of the work to be done, and a willingnoss
to do more than is absolutely required of one- these are the
qualities that win respect and command success aeverywhere".

There. is,indeed, ‘as Phillips Brooks says,

"no career that can compare with the ministry in the rich and
satisfying relations into which it brings a man with his fellow-
men, in the deop and interesting insight whioh it gives him into
human nature, and in the chance of the best culture for his own
character. It is different at esach period of his life. There is

lao.s.usrden.'iaklng !ouraclf'}pp.292-293-

2.Janes Freeman Olorke,"Self=-Culture,ste.", pp.32.33..
JeQuoted by Marden,op.cite.,p.292. .
4.C.0olgrove,"The Teacher and the 8chool",p.5.
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no pleasure in the minister's life stronger Shan this- the per=-

eoption of identity and progress in his preaching of the truth
as he grows older. He is the happiolt and most offeotivo old man

vwhoso 1ife has been full of growth".!

The highest objcot of education,-and the pastor's entire
life should certainly be a continuous process and pfogre-s of
self-education=-is dcvqlopment, the drawing out and the unfolding
the whole nature, intellectual, physiocal, moral, and apirituQI:L
Dr.J.H.0.,Fritz, too, says that a pastor should keep hinmself
spiritually, intellectually, and physically fifl. but to possess
this"fitness" the minister must have the determination and the
will-powar and the perseverance to oultivate all his intellect-
ual, physicel, moral, ond spiritual faculties to his best abil-
ity, and as long as ho liyosm To this end, he must set up,and
adhere to, a definite, seneible, and useful aystem and program
of study and work. Some suggestions will now be given to indicatoe
how the pastor can snd should devote himself to a continuous

and progressive progrem of self=culture, so that he may, with

God's help and blessing, grow and improve intellectually,

physically, morally, and apirituali;w

1.Phillips Brooks,"Lectures on Preaching" ,pp.4.29, 105,
2.bf J-F-Glarke.'ﬂolf—ﬁultul‘c .p.26. ¥
3e0f.J.Hal0s Frtt:,'l"a.toral Thoology', pe. 15, |
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I. Intellectual Self-Oulture.
le The Necessity and Importance of Systematioc Study.

The Chrietian pastor i1s at all timos in need of intellaoctual
fitness of the highest type and quality, and he can obtain and
retain and increase this essential fitness only by systematie
study. No matter what may be said about the dangers and the one-
eidednons of book-learning, for a pastor books are extremely :
important; theoy ara his store-houses as well as his working-
tools. He must not only know how to use books, but he must use
them almost incessently. His home, or parsonage, is equipped
with a“atudy“aa_his“lanotun'. and his churoch members expeoct him
to spend ruch of his time there, so that he is prepared and fit
to preach to them and to ncrv;_them. He is, moreover, quite free
from supervision and from giving an sgcount of tho use of his
time. All people who know the importance and the functions of
the Christian ministry agree that the pastor must spend the best
hours of every day of his life in his study ot his books.
DreJ.H.C.Fritz puts it thuss~ a

"The diplome states that tha thooloéioal student has satis-
factorily completed his seminary course and is qualified to be

Plagced in charge of a Ohristian congregation as ito pastorj but
it does not state that he has completed his theological education.
He has rather just made a good bepinning at doing so and noeds
yot daily to learh, both from the Bible and from other books and
by way of practical experience., The young minister should not
make the mistake of that man who took the one talent which he
had roceived and went and digged it in the earth and hid it,to
whom the Lord seid: 'Thou wicked and slothful servant, etceces
Take thorefore the talent from him and give it to him which hath
ten talents. For unto every one that hath shall be given, and he
shall hav~ abundance; but from him that hath not shall be taken
away aven that which he hath'(iatt.25,26=-29). Rather should the
ministar take the one or two or more talents which the Lord has
given him and'trade with them', and thus gain more talents, so

1
§
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that, vhen his Lord asks for an accounting, ha, the Lord's
sorvant, may hear his ‘Lord approvingly eay,'%Well done, thou
£ood end faithful servant'(Matt.25,21.23). Thq:one thing that
the Lord requires of His servents is faithfulness,1Cor.4,2.
Such foithfulness demands emong other thingo thatithe minister
of the Gospel during hie whole lifetime be and remuin a dili-
gant student of the Bible and of all those things which will be
halpful to him in his official duties. lluch of a ministar's
time ought to be devoted to study. Certain hours of the day,
prolerably the morning hours, ought to be devotead to intensive
study. In these days of many organizations in the Church and
thoir wany, many meetings and of a strenuous and many-sided
life in goneral, many u pastor ie tenptod not to devote much
time to resl study, and as a reoult his uaeful is much impaired

and curtailed®,!

The Lord Himself demands that the pastor of 2 congragation
should at all times have the necessary intelleoctual fitness for

his work. The Apostle Faul tells Timothy:-

"The things that thou hast heard of me among umzny witnecses,
the some commit thou to faithful men, who shall be abls to teach
othars also",?

A pastor should be thorougply“didaktikoa“, that is, ho should
bo"*apt to toach"(1Tim.3,2)s and he should"be able by sound
doctrine both to exhort and convince the gainsayers”"(Titus 1,9).
A pastor must ba fully equipped to meet"the many unruly and
vain talkers and deceiveors"and"be able to otop their mouths®
(Titus 1,10.11). This open and persistont refutation of error
and blasphemy is made necessary frequently by expressiomns of
the press and over the radio, but many Christian pastors neg-
lact to give clear testimony to the truth, partly from lack of
courage and earnestness, but also largely becouse of a lack of
knowledga® and power to oppose and convince the gainsayers.
That our present generation of pastors does not work hard

in the study and falls short of theo sdholarship of former

eJsHsO.Fritz, "Tastoral !hCOIOgy',pp.5-4-
2. 2Tim.2,2.
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genorations of pastors, is appu£ent from the many poor sermons
preachad, from the lack of interoot and productiveness in the
gssayn and deliberations at pastoral conferances, and from the
shallow type of church work and pastoral ministrations, and is
often oxprossed by inane oconversation and poor judgment. Hany
pootors do only a minimum of reading and studying, and that
only for ;hair next sermon, often bogun rather late in the wesk,

Dr.¥ritz states it very portinently:-

“Since the ministry. is tho only profession in which & man can
use, eithor directly, or indirectly, all knowledge he has ac-
quired; and since, cetoris paribus, the minister with the best
intallectual equipment can do the most effective work, it ought
not to be & question with what little knowledge a pastor can
get elong, but rether how much he can acquirey The Ghuroh
neaeds an educated ministry" k)

The Lord needs and wants l?d uses intellirent and well-
trained servants in the work of His Church, as Ho selected
Moses, a man"loarneod in ali tho wisdom of the -Egyptians"(Acts
7522; Heb.11,24), and tho Apostla Faul,too, was a.man of great
learning, likewisa Luther, and hoste of others. Thae Church
must at all times hove the best aquipped ministers. The Church
has had her ministers trained at great expense %o herself, and
like the lavyers, the men of the mediocal profession, eto., the
pastors should always represent the highest staondards of their
calling, of scholarship and intelleotuzl prominence and effi-
olency. This raquires constant, systematic, and purposeful

study, in order to keep the mind fresh and alert and the mental-

ity grovwing and prepared for any contingency.

1.J.H.0.Frits, "Pastoral Theology",p.20.
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Says Hugh Black:-

. I
"A lack of culture always hampers a man in soms diraation”.

And Dyr.J.H,Jowett warne:-

"Proaching thot costs nothing accompliches nothing, If tha study
is a lounge the pulpit will be an impertinence. It is imparative
that the preacher go into his study to do hard work. There is no
man so speedily discover=d as an 1dle minister, and there is no
man who is visited by swifter contempt".*

The Apostle Faul saidi=

"If any man think that he knoweth anything, he knoweth nothing
Yot as he ought to know".’

And Jr.Walther told his studonte:=

"There is no worane delusion then this, to think thaot one has
advenced vory far in tha acquisition of knowledge...Everything
daponds not on how much we know, but how well we know it. The
greoater progress & person makes in his scisnce, tha more rapidly
doan he becoma convinced that he io still lacking many things.
Ha doos no! adopt the slogan of our timest! Cuantum est, quod
ncimus! (Ch how gloriously much we knou!), but rapeats the con-
fession of the great philosopher: Cuantum est, quod nascimus?
(ilas, how great is our ignorancel). Tha more truly lesrned a
parson is, the humbler ho is; for he knows how much is still
lacking, within what nsrrow boundaries his knowledge is confined,
and how much there still remeins unexplored®.!

Luthor addresses these words of warning to evefy lazy pastors=-

"Study! rttende leotioni! (Xeep on reading!). You cannot read
t0o mugch in the Scriptires; for what you read you cannot too
fully comprehend, whet you understand you cannost teach:itoo well,
and what ¥ou are teaching well you cannot put into practice too
well. Experto crede Ruperto (Beliove Rupert, for he knows from
expericncel). It is the devil, it in the worl?, it is our own
flesh which rages and fumes against us. Thorefors, dear oirs
and brethren, pastors and preachers, pray, road, study, be dili- ,
gont! Surely, it ic not for us to loaf and snore and sleep in !
these avil days. Use the gift entrusted to you and reveal the

mystery of Ohrist".”

leHugh Black,"Tha Practice of Self=Culture®,p.l47.
2.J.H.Jowett,"The Prascher,His Life and Work",p 114,

5 1 cor.8,2. i
44.C.F.%".7alther,"Proper Distinotion bat.Law and Gospel"(Eng.),p.41f.

5. Quoted by Walther,ibid,p.42, and by Fritz,Past,Theol.,p.5.
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Every Lutharan pastor ought to meditate much on the fol-

lowing two Seripture passages:

"itudy to show thynelf approved unto Cod, & workman that need-
eth not to bo ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of Truth",/

"7ho, then, is that faithful ond wise steward whom his lord
shall moke rular over his household to give them their portion
of mo:t in due season? "

Dr,%alther oalls attontion to the many-miatakou made by prstors
in Pailing to distribute to evaery membsr their exsct ncoeds, ond
ho szys that this in due largoly to the peator's ignorance and
his lack of study and the proper pastorul wisdom, and that Af
the peotor doas not acquire ond strengthon this nescessary wis-
dow h® is unfaithful as a steward over the household of God,
Again, he ocallas thot minister blessed who sctarts hias official
work on the very first day with the determination to do every-
thing that the grace of God will cnzble him to(do, in order
thaot not a single soul in his congragation shazll be lost by
his foult. Significant ara especially thase words of Walther:-
"“cma ministers waste much time during the week, being ocou-
pied not with godlass affalrs, to ba sure, yat not with the one
thing nacdful. Sunday comes, and standing in th:zir pulpits, they
are unprep:red to give their poople ths best that is in them.

Pity ths preucher.-who does not redeoem the time by offering his
poople 'ha vaory best that he is able to give'.

le 2 Tim.2,15. The generally mccepted meaning of"orthotomeinis
"to out straight, to divide right; and the allusion;hore mey be
to a steward who makes proper distribution to each one under his
care of such things as his office and their necessities require®.
Barnes, quoted by P.'retszmenn,"Pastoralbriefe”,p.236.

‘2¢ Luke 12,42, CP,R.lLenski,"Interpretation of Luke",pp.446.448,

5= C.F.V.Walther,"Proper Distinetion,ete.",pp.209,298.
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Finelly, the preéohar?nust be thoroughly"up-to=~date", that
is, ho must be prepared to meuet the changed conditions in the
world and Gﬁuroh of to~day. As Dr.Frits points out', these
chenges are not in men himself, but in man's eavironments. But
the Chrioctian pastor must be aware of all changed conditions, he
must know how these aid or hinder the Church in its work, and he
must understand how to meet any different or new.problems which
pracent themselves. Dr.Fritz calls that pastor
"a truly faithful householder- and in the truo sense an up=to=
date pastor- who preaches and teaches the old and eternal doct-

rines of the Bible and applies them as the needs of his time
demand®,' . ;

A1l this requires life-long, persistent, intonsive, systema-
tic study, yen, real hard brain-work.
Phillips Brooks says that
"an ignorant clergy is worse then none at all'.
©lijah Brown calls lack of proper training

"a very serious drawback",?

"The Christian minister", seys W"ashington Gladduﬁﬁ“in first
of ‘all a student...The man of God who is'furnished completely i
unto every good work' must be a patient and thorough student'.

Fvery minister should realize fully and sppreciato the ur-
gent necessity of systemetic study, but he should then also
proceed to a full understanding of the principles and methods

of proper -tudy{

1,J.H.C.Fritz, "Pastoral Theology",p.10,

2, Phillips Brooks,"Lsotures on Preaching*,p.45.

3.Blijah Brown,"Point and Purpose in Preaching®,p.134.
4.%.Gladden, "The, Christian fastor and the ‘Yorking Church®,p.83.
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2, The Meaning and Method of Systematic Study.

Dr.lietiurray complains thet oven many maturs students often
reveﬁl very meager knowladge of the proper methods of study and
that many never seem to think seriously about the mattcr.'

k1ijah Brown calls the minister's studying the"filling of
the barrel", and he says that this should always be going on, and
"with wotohful care and discernment the thoughtful preacher may
be ennily abla to put something into it every dey, if it becomes
& fixed habit with him to do 1t",

The minister's occupation in his study should be a constant
and Prqgreaaive solf=oducation, not only the accumulotion of more
knowledge, but the devalopment of all of his mental faocultiss,
Philip Sohaff celle education

"the harmonious development of all the faculties of man, or
the training of head and heart, to the highast attainable degrae
of perfaction and usefulness. This is'the ultimate ainm",

Nowton said:-

"I am but a little ohild, picking up pesbbles on tha nhor‘ of
the vast ocean of truth".? '

"Seire ubi aliquid possic invenire, magna pars eruditionis est’.

Yvery Lutheran pastor should make outstanding progress in educa-

" tlon and in sound scholarship.

"Scholarship®, says Th.Graebnor,"is the very soul of nminister-
" ial activityj; it is organized knowledge..«Zcholerly culture keeps
the pulpit from mental povertys..The library and the study are
tha. ministor's power-house...Every pastor must find time for
reading and literary work".%

Says Colgrovei=-

"Successful professional training must rest upon the foundation
of accurate and adequate scholarship. Real scholarship discovers
the relation of faots, interprets them, comporeos them, classifies

1.F.H.Molkurray, "How to Study and Teaching How to Study ",ps7. This
book should be studied by aevery pastor. Very instructive is
also G,M.%hipple,"How to Study Effectively"’.
2.E.Brown,"Point and Purpose in Preaching",p.93.
J5«Philip Schaff,"Propaedoutics",ch. I.
4,Th.Grasbner,"Pastor as Student,eto. ",Fart I.
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them. Soholarship means diseipline as well as knowledge, for
knowledge aaquired in a loose; illogical manner will alwvays be

confused and unreliable".

The pantor must be careful to avoid poor methods of study.
Pastors study all toofrequently in the manner desocribed by Brooks:-

"One of the most remarkable things about the preacher's methods
of work is the way in which they form themselvas in the earliest
years of his minisiry, and then rule him with almost despotic

power to the end",

"Ye mey come to assume”, says Jowett, "that we are really worke
ing whon we are only loafing through our days, If we have no
system we shall ocome to think we were working when we were only
thinking about it, and that we were busy vhon we were only aen-
gaged, Fnter your study at the appointed hour, and let:that hour
be 2o early as the earliest of your business men goes to his work,
%"e should go into our workshops for systematic study. Ve should
not westo time in looking for work, but we should begin to work

at oncae",.3

The time olement is a very important factor, if the pastor
wisheo to accomplish things while he is atudying. ;

OeSeliarden is right in saying that

"the first leoson in self-improvement is to learn the preaious-
ness of time and how to utilize it".

Crenville Kleiser advisesnt=

"eke judicious use of your time,- this is important, because
the more expeditiously you can dispose of daily réutine work,the
more time you will have for special study and self-culture. Bear
in mind that it is the right use of the so=callod soraps of time
that advance you most rapidly in your study. It is obvious that a
definite method of study will give the most satisfactory results.
"hen you proceed in regular and orderly fashion you economize .
time and enorgy. A good method will help you to get quioker and

more acourate results"ss ...

Sandwick says emphatiocally:=

"Have fixed hours for study and plunge in when the hour comes.
Fixed hours for study make for sucocess and happiness®,

loc.colgrova.'ihc Toaoher snd the Sohooliuﬂoa:

2.Phillips Brooks,"Lectures on Preaching",p.104.

3iJsHesJowett, "The Prescher,His Life and Work",p.1l15,

4.0,S.Marden, "ifaking Yourself",p.46. '

(}.R.L.Sandw:lek,"ﬂow to 8S8tudy and %Yhat to Study",p.21, _
sGrenville Kleiser,"How to Build Mental Power".pp.233.241.242, °
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J.F.Clarke sayst=

"As regards ..1g-ou1ture,.a11 dapends on the use of time.
Genius itoelf is nothing but an immense power of work. Genius

alveys radeems the timo".'

CeH.Oerberding devotes a whole chapter to the Pastor in his Study,

from vhioh we quoteo thesa fine words:=-

The pastor must be a life-long student., He nust have a separate,
‘Private, largo, bright room, full of sunshine, plain furniture,
but no lounge. Everything must invite to work, not to loaf or
8leep. The pastor has noed of oconstant, persistent, and systematic
study. lla must have the proper mothods of study, must hava sys=
tom in his work to economize timo, and he:should have regular
hours., Firot the pastor should have private devotion, then he
should study until breakfast, then have family devotion, and
then he ought to ntudy attontively and wiith concentration until
noon, permitting no trivial interruptions."? ;

Prof.%,James said that

"thoro is no more miserable human being than one in whom
nothing is habitual but indecision".’

Since time is s0 precious and the temptation to squander
time is so mlluring, it is self=-evident that a minister must
hove o fixed daily program of eiudy and a definite plan of pro-
codure. A program should .be outlined and faithfully adhored to.
The pastor must ioarn to distinguish between mattors .of greater
and of lass importance, and devote his best time and energy to
the former. Let him always be on hio guard against aimless d;lf-
ting and browsing. All study should be to a purpose and the ainm
and end always kept in mind. Much more ocan ba accomplished by
studying for one hour yith'a fixed purpose and close application
and thorough assimilation; than by spending many hours in

desultory reading.

T.d.F.0larke, "Self=0Oulture”s p=67s
2¢0esHeCGarberding,"The Lutheran Pastor®,ch.VI,
JelieJamen, "Prinoiples of Psychology",Vol.II,ch.26.
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O.S.¥arden puts it thuot=

"Jf you want to be a leader, if you want to be a man who does
big things in a masterly way, you must have & program and stick
to it. You must have defirite hours for work and fling your life
into those intensive hours in an effective manner. Tithout a
steady adharence to a definite program thore can be no effactive
results from one's efforts in any direction”. :

"It is essential in study", saye J.Adems,"to have a satisfactory
plan. Irregular, desultory work never produces the sama effect
a8 that whioh is carried on with a definite purpose and on clearly"
thought-out lines. So soon as you have no definite purpose in
what you do, you can no longer be said to study in any real scnse”.

YcComb saya that

"clorgymon will find plenty of time to do what thoy ought to
do as soon as they imitate other professional men whose dutien

coxpal them to systematize their time".

JeF.Clarke remarkste

"He who has ntudied, reflactad, learnad, and arranged his
knowladge in system and order, is able to gathoer other stores
or knowledge, and add them to those already acquired®.”

"Proper study", saye MoMurray,"is impossible without a self
that is anergetic and firm. True or logical study is not aim-
less montel activity or a passive recaption of ideas for the
sake of having them. It is the vigorous application of the mind
to 2 subject for the satisfaotion of a felt need. Instead of
being aimless, every portion of effort put forth 1s an organioc:
otep forward toward the accouplishment of a specific purposo':F

JeRoeLowall sayet=

"There is nothing less profitable than scholarship for the
more sake of scholarship, nor anything more wearisome ian the
attainment. But the moment you have a definite aim, attention
io quickoned, the mother of memory, and all the:i you 2oquire
groups and arranges itself in sn order that is lucid, because
averywhere and always it is in intelligent relation to a cen-
tral objeot of constant and growing interest'.

1.0.5.larden, "iaking Yourself",pps107.275.
2.J.Adens, "aking the Most of One's Mind",pp.35.152,

5.8.icComb, "Preaching in Theory and Practice”;p.39.

4.J.F .Clarke,"Self=Culture”,p.137.

5¢F «HoMoMurray,"How to Study and Teaching How to Study",p.%4.283.
6.J.R.Lowell,"Books end Libraries"(various editions).
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Yhat happens to a pastor who works without a system and plan,
and vho doas not appreciste the relative value of different stu-
diee, Dr.Th.Graebneor has portrayed very ably and vividly in hie
ocharecjoerization of the celebrated Reverend Hans Dampf.

_Much of a psstor's time in his home will be devoted to read~
ing, but his reading- should slways be purposefvi end methodical,
in order to be rruitrul.-ﬁnny books and urtiuleo hare been writ-
ten on tho subject of reading, and every pastor certainly ought
to know how to read, as woll as what to read. The tendency is
towards much reading, the desultory skinming over many books.
Repid and extensive reading has, indeed, its place and purpose,

but it is not real study, and it should not usurp the best

hours of the day. '

Broedus wrétes:=

"He who would beocome really a man must abandon @as early as

poseible the childish dream of reading everything, Excopt what

io dons for recreation,- and excessive rocreation is destruection=-
he must have a limited f£ield of study, and must cultivate that
field with the utmost poseible thoroughness. And upon evary sub=
Ject studied, he must find out the best books, and restriect him-
8elf almost entirely to those. Read only the best books, and so
read these ac to make them thoroughly your own'.

Yo must read with disorimination, and not merecly at random,
nor skim the surface, but with a definite ond and purpose, with
attention and syatqmg Intonsive reading of a few good books is
worth much more than skimming through meny books of inferior

value, for, according to Baoon, a3 -

"Some books are to be tasted, others to be swallowed, and some
fow to be chewed and digested; that 1s, some books are to be read

I-Tﬁ.urnqbnur,'?;htor I!ggiﬂﬁont,CtQ0'7320103¢
2.J.A.Broadus, "Preparation and Delivery:of Sermons",p.126.
5:0f.Th.CGraebner,op.cit.,Part I.
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only in part; others to be raaed, but not curiously (nttontivaly):l
and some few to be read wholly and with diligence and attention".

If GSacon had added that very many books should not be read at all,
ho would have covered the field.

To quote from Lowell again:-

"Every book we read may be made a round in the uver-lengthen-
ing ladder by which we climb to knowledge,etc...%s must resd such
books as make us think, and read them in such a way as helps then
to do g0, that ia, by endeavoring to judge them, and thus to make
them an exercise rathor than a relaxation of mind. Desultory rea=-
ding =xcept as conscious panstime, hebatates the brain and slack-

ens the how string of Will". 4
iiilton hae thooe famous lines on reading:-

""ho rends

Incansantly, and to his reading brings not

4 gpirit and judgment equal or surerior
Uncortain and unsattled still remains, 3
Deep versed in books and shallow in himself®,

Koopman warns that the student must make sure how far he can trust

the ecuthor, and ho addes-

"Kepid reading is the difficult art of okipping needless words
and soentcnoes. With the turning of a few le:ves to pluck out the
heart of a book's mystary- this 1o the high art of reading, the
erovning proof that the readar .has atteined the mastery of books".?

Emereson said that

"Books are the best of all things well used; abused, among the
worst”,?" ' .

"Our reading",says J.Adame,"must always be dominated by purpose".

Intonsive reading, to be Ffruitful study and progressive self=-
improvaement, must be done glwayl with pen in hand. If precious

time ie not to be wasted, and i; the results of hard study are to

1.Bacon,5soays,"0f Studies”.(variouc editions).

2.J.R.Lowoll,"Books and Libraries®.

Jed.lilton, "Prradise fogained®, Book IV,line 322ff.

4.Xoopman, "iastery of Books",p.47. .

SeR.%.Emorson, "The American Scholar".(various editions).

6.J.James, "Haking the Host of One's Hind",p.173. Read also the
articles in Concordia Theological Monthly,IIX,20,and VIII,S58,
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be proserved for later and permonent use, ths student must acquire
the habig of tnkang:notos. "Legare sine oalauio ect dorairs”.
The importence nf well-arrangad note~haoke sannod bhe ovaerstressaed.
In the coursa of the years, n pantor's study should bhecome a
rich ropository of notes, digeants, abstracts, and valuable quo=-
tations to .which ho con readily turn; = thout wasta of time,
whon preparing his permone, or writing & conference peper or an
article, or whon he io secking information end soll’ fagts for
any purposa or occasion whiéh his office otlle fors DPr.Theodore
Graobner has given nuch sound advice in his"Paptor az Stddent
and Literary Yorker", in regard to proper mathods of study and
tha .rogervetion of what ons hes read, by the uce of commonplace=-
books ond sdequote f£iling mothods. . :
Heliurroy quotos the formor President Yamer fngell of fala:=

"1 woulé like to recoumand the hebit of resding with some
ayst~om, snd of maing brief notes upon the a:ntents of the books

roedesollnave € purpose end pl=n, and adhere to it incpite of al=-
iuring temptations to turn anide into fields that are romote

from your subjact”s'

Kleioer recomronds that the etudent keep several lergr nota=books
for permonent records,; preforably one book for sach important
subjeot in n£1ch he is intercstad. The pages should be numbored,
and oo index made of subjects mand their subheadings. le advises
the uce of small note~bookes for pocket use, in rhieh to roughly
jot doun idens to bs subseguently transferred t; your large note-
booke. Hés words of particuler advice should be hseded by alls-

"Alweys have a notee=bock ready at your hand while y&u arae read-
ing or studying any book of importeance. You will derive many

1.F .M. oliurray, 'How %o Study.oto.i,p.iii
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Practlicel advantages from making abstracts or abridgnents of what
You road, It will enablae you %o carry in eondensed form, with a
mininum dagreo of mantal effort, tha substance of what you have
read. It will moke you more discriminating and thorough in your
reading habite. It will give you definite knowledga of wzhat you
road, and its direct influance will make you carry thic same maothod
of anaflysio and orderly arrangament of a subjeot into your reg-
ular habite of thinking. Ten minutes a day davotsd to this impor-
tant work will devalop your power of concentration, analysis,
judgnent, momory, and independonce of thought®.

Flijah Brova hes this practical remark:-

"In his genaral reading the praeachsr will find it helpful to
g6t in tho habit of noting apt and striking thoughts that are
well oxpreseed, and in his own books marking eapecially those

that are full of meat for him, indexing tham. It is well also to
keep & note-book in whioh to record thoughts found in books that

do not helong to you"
Adam Burnet writas thus on this subjedt:-

. "Time should be given to the steady use of a pencil and note-
booke I should go the length of saying that pencil and notebook

aro indispensable in theological reading and general roading.The
meterial ic more to hand when you need it".

Ruskin esays that

"no book is serviceable until it has bean rend and re-read and
marked, so that you can refsesr to the passages you want',.

Broadus saya that evon a man of extraordinary memory can hardly
dispense with memoranda in reading books of information.

The writer of this thesis has found it very inexpensive and
most serviceabla to purchase a large number of loose-loaf nota=
books (6 by 9% in.), paper and binders, from the Ten-Cent Stores. |
A geparate binder is used for each department of theology and for
the various secular branches which form pert of his study. Each

binder has its uppropriate label on the back and fits well into

1.G.Kleiser, "How to Duild Mental Power",pp.273.2006.

2.E.Brown, "Point and Purposa in Preaching',p.104,

5eAdam Burnet,"Pleading with Men",p.122.

4.3 .Ruskin, "Sesame and Liliecs®,Part I.f§various editions).

5.J.A.Broadus,"Preparation and Yelivery of Sermons®,p.126.
See also Hoy%,"The Work of Preaching",p.62.
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ean ordinary bookeoase; all of them looking like a set of library
books. "hen reading or meditating, all worthwhile notes, digests,
quotations, etc., both written and typawritten, are placed into
their proper binder under appropriateo sub-heesds, and valuable
¢lippings are pacted upon sheets of the same size aﬁd inoluded
with the oollection of notes and memoranda. This system also
8implifiecs the problem of indexing. Unlnos one's notes and
‘raading nmatter ere properly indexed, they have no real value
wvhen they are neoded and oainot be found. *uch precious time
can be espont,and wastad, upon an alaborate index system. Ysing
the expansive loose-leaf booke, mentioned above, all papers and
reforances ocen bo kapt, topiocally arranged, in a conveniant plaae
for immodiate usa. For example, the nota-book on"Dogmatice"has
& saparate page or soction for each doatrine, or sub=division
of a dootrine, and all material and reforences perteining to this
topic will be found at once in its proper placa.

Ag an incentive to regular and systematic and fruitful study,
it 1o a good plen for a pastor to enrol in the Correspondence
School, conducted by his Chureh and scminary', or when studying
along lines of general culture, the home-study ocourses offered
by most universitiee will be found stimulating and will bring
one in contact with expert teachers.,

"herever possible, a pastor should make a careful survey of
the books foundaih the. publio librnrio- of nost citios and small
to'nu, not only that ha mey know what hie people are resding, but

he:will often find bdokn, nl-o theological works, whioh he ocan

lc-rlte for the Gonoordi Seminary Correspondende cour-cn-
Gr.conoordla Thoolo;ienl Monthly, VIII,206.,
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study with much profit. Even though he may find books which con-
tain otatements to which he cannot subsoribe, he will find 1%
very'good trnining té exercise his powere of discrimination and
Judgment by resding with a oritical mind, snd he should heoconme

familiar with the ralﬁa clainms and erroneous viaws of heterodox

writers.

loah Porter says:-

"The private history of overy nelf-made men attasts that they
ware uniformly, not only earnest but select, in their reading,
and that they seleactad their books with distinot refercnces to
the purpose for which thay used them, Indeed, the reason why self-
trained men so often surpass mean who are trained by others in

the effectivenecss of their reading, is that they know for what
they road aond study, and have definite aime and wishes in all

their dealingo with books"./

+8 the pastor reads and studies with a definite purpose, he
should also study and work in such a way as to dovelop all his
nental facultios to the highest dagroe posaible. Hugh Black says
that it must be the will of God that the mental faculties should
be trained and (levalmud.a And O.S.larden points out that there is
no faculty that one cannot strengthen, no quality which one can
not improve, no power which ons cannot develop to a higher degree.
Here, too, one should always"be trying to better his best",

Tho mentnl faculty which is ocmpable of and in need of con=-
stant development and strangthening is the faculty of clear and
sound thinking, vhich inecludes many factors, such as poerception,
reflootion, analysis, judgment, memory, eto. “very pastor should

know}cﬂ!gih about paychology to be familiar with the activities

1.Noah Porter,"Scoks and ﬁ;nding‘.pp.#lnha.
2,Hugh Black,"The Practise of Self=Culture”,p.71.
3+0.S.Harden, "linking Yourself",p.101.
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of tho mind and tha laws of.thinking. For want of space we shall
not dipouso these here, but briefly point out the nacessity of
cultivating and improving our mental powars.
In regard to Thinking, C.Klelosr says:-

“Clear thinking depends chiefly upon A well-established mental
habits of simplicity, definiteness, and honesty of purposa. These
three habits will safeguard you against the common faults of
vagua and indisoriminate thinking., The habit of savere and ser-
lous thinking, of hard study for evon an hour danily, will rapidly
discipline your mind. Definite, clear, aciurate thinking proceeds
mainly from a well-ordered mind%,'

And of Refleotion, in particular, Kloiser says:-

"Tha regtilar habit of refleotion is a necsssary hart of pro=-
found thinking, It is chiefly through meditation that you can
proparly take stook of your 1dun§i examinae and estinate them,and

set thom in propar mental order',
Sengel's famous dictum ist-

"Ta totuﬁ applica ad textum, rem totam applica ad te".

Broadus advisces that

"¢the precchar cultivate accuracy and rapidity of thinking, and
diaoipline himself to pursue trains of thought without interrup-
tion, and as far as possible without dsepend-nce on outward helps.
He must get his knowladge of Sorlptura and all hio knowledgo(au
far as poscibla) at his tongue's ond. The habit of keeping one's
knowlaedga fit for service, so that he can at once state what he
knows or thinks on subjects he has studied, will preserve him
from the daanger of breaking down, and will enable him to prepare
sermons with equal thoroughness in a shorter time. lle will find
it advantageous to think out all the dootrinal truths, so as to
have definite views of each, and to be able to state them vhen=-
avor needed, with some prinoipal proof-passages lcarnad by heart
as o permanent posseasion®.

Broadus goes on to say:-

Roading accompanied by honest thinking is promotive of origi-
nelity; but we are tempted to waste ourselves upon & species of =
reading which does not demand reflection, nor leave time for 1it.

Even books upon roligious .subjeots, very meny of the most attrac=

tivc that appnear are by no means 80 stinulating. 50 provoocative

1.G.Kloisor,“ﬂov to iuild !antul “Power® .p-107.55.

‘e elleisar,opscit. ,pe 37, .
3¢J.A.Broadus,"Preparation and Delivery of Sermons" ,p.470.
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ef good thinking, as the older books from which they were madaly
drawne The character of the age is in many respects unfavorable

to profound thought. e must constently remind oursslves that

roal knowledge has three dimensions, length, breadth, and depth.

In tho matter of mental improvement, it muot never be forgotten
that the hardest way is the easiest way, the slow way the swif-

., %ast. Jf it be poassible, lst us persuads oursolvss to much of

indepondent and patient thinking, otharwise we shall never be mon!'

E1ijah Brown says that

"tha habit of refleotion is a good thing. for the preacher as
the Y-yay is for the dootor, for by it ha can go down to the
very bone ond morrow of a mattaer. It clarifieo, deepons and fix-
88 in the memory that wvhich would make slight inproscion and be
soon locte. Reading without reflection is like plowing with a
orooked sticlke A reflective habit, if followed up, will rasult
in gottled opinions about important thingo".*

Lord Northoliffe called Concentration the price of suoccess, and

. 3
80ld thet montal and moral atrophy is tho ponalty of neglect.
C.fleisor offore the following suggestion regerding Observation:-

"Cultivate the habit of ocloose and thoughtful observation. The
knowledge which is of greatost value to you ls that which you
acguirae from your porsonal observation snd investigation. Gare-
ful obsorvation will develop your concantration, broaden your
nind, and strengthen your powor o§+or1g1un11ty. Put your newly
acquiraed idoan to practical:iuse".’

The Imagination is an 1nportant'munta1 faoculty whioch must

ba oultiVat;d persistently, as well ac be held in proper bounds.

Aas Kleisar saysi-

“Imagination that ranks above visionary thinking, and that
sarves a real purpose, is dovelopesd only by constant and well=-

diractod exarcise™.’

Broadus recommonds, as means for ocultivating tha imagination,
comnunion ﬂiéh nature; art and literature, sctual exercise under

control of sound judgment and good taste, and & solemn respon=-

8ibility to God.b

1.J.A.Broadus, "Proparation and PYalivery of Sermons’,pps1306.152:
2+E.Brown, "Point and Purpose in Preaching",p.l04.

JeCuoted by O.S.Marden, "Making Yourself",p.103.
4.,G6.Kleisor,"Hon to Build Mental Power",p.36.

SeC eKloisar,opecits ;pe 549 Ofepo349ff for the rules he gives.
6.Broadus,ope.cite,p. 426,
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"The imagination",says ¥eComb,"oan he developod. The praacher
should cultivato the power to roecall what he has experienced,

in vicual, concrate images, and he ocn do this only by oclose,
concantrated attention".!

The pastor should at nll-timun snd by porasistent practice
keep his powere of ‘emory anlive and vigorous, so that he may
with ever groater sase remember and racall factn, es well as
Taces end names of poople with whom he has fragquent contaoct.
There iv nothing more aombarrasing to o minister than not to be
able %o recall the nams of a person or of an asvent within the
sphare of his congrogational eotivitios, Ilfany books have beeon
writton and iron-clad rules have beon set up  for the strengthen-
ing o7 tha memory, but the simplest rule is that given by Kleiser:-
dy improving your general mental habits, for example, the
habit of logicol thinking, you strangthen your memory. Think
wvell und you will memorigze well. A good maemory doponds upon a
well-organized system of thought?‘
Neilurray states that if we improve our methods of study and
thinking tho memory tasks will ocoupy comparatively little t!mo?
And 7.Janes quotes a minister who improved his memory year by
yaar. Instead of committing sentence by sentence when memoriszing
'hls sermon, ho soquired the habit of taking the ides of the vhole,
then its loading divisions, then its subdivisions, then its
sontoncest ay.a rational method of mental self-culture a pastor

can improve all his mental powers and faculties, such as sound

Judgment, the bouorl of persuasion, sto.

1.3.li000mb, "Proaching in Theory and Prootice’,psil2.
2.G.Kleiser, "How to Build éental Powsr",p.374.

JeF oif, Moliurray, ‘How to Study,ets. y 2P 166.

4,%«Jomen, Poychology, Vol.I,p,668. -
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3« That To Studye.

"het ehell e Lutheran pastor estudy, in order to grom intel=
lectually? The worde of W.Glsdden may serve 8¢ & pummary answers:-

"If the divinity echool is o place vhore we learn to study, it
would seem that the eubjeots of study, after tha work of the mine
istry ic onterad upon,; would be likely to be, to a considerable
extent, tho some as those which ocoupied ue in the praperatory
pPoeriod. e have not mastercd those subjoots; we have boen fairly
introduced to thoms wo go on from the point at which tho teachers
leave us in the paths in which thay have led usj we prooced to
build on the foundation which they have helped us to lay. That-
ever it was wortbh our while to study in the dnys of preparation
it will bo, worth our while to keep on studying after our work
is bogun",

Tho bast pastor must, howayer, make & careful selaoction of what is

most important for concentrated and intensive study, and he must

apply to his mantal efforts the riéid rule of"first things firet’.
"hat shall a minister study,_ls an important guestion.

Philip gchaff eaye: The best books of the best authors, the Bible

most of all¥ 41l vho write on this subjeot for tho benefit of pas-

tore are sgreed that the BIBLE must be studied .first of all, and

moet of alle J.ll.CeFritz emphasizes it thusi:-

“Tirst of all the Biblo. This is e0 self-evident that it ought
not to noad any special emphasis". z

Yevarthalens, this point must bdbe stressed with partioculer foroi.
because 1t is only too svident from many sermons, coaference dis-
cussions, convarsations of pastors, and pastoral ssctivities in
ganaral, that many pastors do not know their Bible n; they should.
Of course, every pastor should, firet of all, read the Bible for

daovotional purpomes, for the oultura of his own aoul.'r

le".Gladden, "The Christian Paotor,eta.";p.91.

2.Philip Scheff,"Propeedoutics”,ch.V.
5.J.H.C.Fritz,"Pantoral Theology",p. 4. ,

4.7his point will ba treated uador®Spiritual-Self=Culture’.

i
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The pastor ought to spend at least an hour every day in study-
ing the Bible isagogicelly, exegetically, dogmatically, homileti-
cally, nnd from evory other possible viewpoint. ?rhm the Bible he
1s to druw oll his reoligicus ard spirituasl knowladge, the living
wator of Life, and he must become thoroughkly familiar with the
teachingn and contonte of the Holy Seriptures, sc thot he ean
Prasent them properly and effactively to his peopch and tht he
mey elwsyn be able end"ready always to give an smswer to every
man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you'? As a
- earpentor must know his tools and his duilding mataerial before he
can build a good house, and as a surgeon must bo a specialist in
his line and know how to use his instruments, so, and even more,
must @ Cnriotian minister know his Bible as ths tools with whieh
he must work end as the storehouse from vhich hs must obtain all
of his matorial for his work as & builder in the kinpgdom of God.

"*The preacher”, says Hoyt", is to ba the teacher of spiritual
lifo, and that means that he is to be a student of the Soripturas.
He 1s to ba a roligious oxpert, and that means first and last he
is to he an export student of the Bible. The authority of the
preacher is in his message, and in the povular conviction that

he knows by study and experiencs whereof ha speaks., The Bible is
%o bs your present ond lifelong study. Bible study alona can save
us from the weakness of a superficial and sensational pulpit. Te:
are oallod to be students of the Word. ¥e nmust work our way at
whatever cost into the soul of the writings. Shall we not have the
spirit of thoroughness that pushes every word to its root, and
ralations and ntmuspheru conpelling it ¢to yield i¢s utmost sug-

goativanens?

"You a teacher of roliglog,ani not know your sacred books?®,

said Lord Tennyson in surprise to lr.Jowett,liaster of Balliolfk

leds Dp,0.F.f.Talther teaches uo nasterfully in his'P Proper Distinctin

‘botwoen baw and Cospel”.

2. lPet. 5.15. .
Sed «Setoyt, "The York of Preaching”,pp.51.55.

4.Quoted by loyt,op.cit. .p.!lh.
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EeBrown'e complaint spplies elso to many Lutheran pastorsi-

"In too many preachsr's studies the Bible io about the least
used book in it. A preacher ought to know his Bible as well as
ths otreei-car conductor knows the straets ovar which his car runs.
The pre=cher rhould endeavor to ha ag familiar with his Bible as
he in =ith his study, and as able to put his hand on anything he
wentn irn one ploce as the othsr.«.I am not saying anything against
8 premcher being well road, if he is aleo woll read in his Bibdle,
but 1f he is so taken up with other books that he has no time to
foed on the %ord of God, he is certein to be a lome man in his
miristry, and tho fate of another good but misguidad man may be his®,

“eGlnddeon saysi-

"That the Bible, above all other books, will be the subjcct of
his ntudy, naeds scarcely be urged upon. To know all that human
1angua§u can tell him of this divine Life is the minister's first

task",
Dr.Blaikie has expressed it thus:=

"fo ba able to grasp the grest purposes of Divine revelation as
& whola; to ses at the sams time tha drift end bearing of its sev=
eral purts; to.apprahend the great leesons of the various histor-
1es, biogrophies, epistles, parables, sermons,dootrinal statements,
oto.th:t make up Holy Scoriptures; to know ~hare to find the most
striking statoments on any subjoct which Scripture embraces; to
make one pert throw light on another, and bring out the chief les-
sone of the whole, are attainmonta of inestimable vealue to the

preechar of the “ord". -
J.H.Jowett gives thic fine plece of cdvico:~

“I would urge upon prenchers; emid all their othar readings,to be
always angaged in the comprehensive study of some one book of the
3ible. Lot thet book bo studied with all the ctrenuous maontal ha=-
bite of a man's student days. You will £ind this habit to be of
immeasurable value in the anrichment o your ministry".'* ;

The pastor must know his 3ible as well d4s is humenly possible.

According to Ur.Fritsz,

*he ehould study the Sgriptures...as the source material for his
sermons and his entire pastoral work. The uninister ought to be well
acqudinted with every book of the Bible and with the isagogiecal,
oxagatical, and archeological material that will better help him to
underctand its contents.«..A pastor should dqlly prayerfully study

1.%.8rown, "Point and Purpose in Preaching",pp.56.60,101.102¢
2.%.C1adden, "The Christian Pastor % the Working Church",p.97.

J3sBlaikiae,"For the Work of the Hinistry",p.79.
4.J.H.Jowett, "The Preachar,Hin Life and "ork",p.l19.
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his Bible. The better a pastor knows his Bible, the better equip=
Ped will ha be for all his work. He will tken be cble, as a good
spiritual physician, correotly to diagnoase his spiritual cases
and to administer proparly Law and Gospel',

Luther's famous words of advice are often quoted:e

' "Thou shalt meditste, that is, not only in thy hesrt, but =180
outwardly; the language and the latters ol the word written in

the Zoolt thou shalt always examine, read and read again, and give
most diligaent attontion to tha thought and th- sense which the
Holy Spirit hae put into the words., Boware lest thou soon weary

of it and think that it is sufficisnt when thou hagt read or heard
or saoid it once or twice end that thou hast then already fathomed
ite dapthe; for. in such a way thou wilt never become a real theol-
oglan, but wilt rather be like the early #£ruit that falle from

the tree when it is but half ripe...Truly, tkou canst not read the
Bible tuvo much; snd what thou readest thou canst not understand
toc wall; and what thou well understandest thou canst not too well
teach; und what thou wall teachest thou cans% not too woll live®,2

Broadus ntaﬁan vary emphatically éhat

Pthe Ocviptures themosclves should at avery pariod of his life be
a preachor's ohief study. Every stage of culture and oxpariocnce,
as 1life goos on, prosents fresh occasion and new facllitles for
studying the Dible...Earnest and continual study of the Bible in
gonaral and of each text ia varticular, will graatly anhance and
suatnin e proscher s freshneos. Let him sesek not mare novelties
and fancies in interpreotation, but tho exuzct meaning of the in-
spired %orde No nmettar how often he heas studisd the ook or the
toxt before, lot him keep on, and now thoughts will be suggested.
4 man oennot fail to keep fresh in his preaching who continues
thruugh 1ife roally end properly to study the Tord of God",

Broedus adds the vary .important warning to ministarsi- :

"o musi conntantly beware lest we fall into thec habit of read=-
ing the Bihla only as & perfunctory matter, = profescional duty'.

And he urgas that the Bibla should be read

"In ths sriginale, if possible, in the Fnglioh version at any
rate; by the rapid reading of large portions, by the thorough
study of a given book, by the minutes examination of particular
passages,; and sometimas ovea by looking at oentences,..by stead-
ily mointeining old mothods till they bacoma habitual,..svery
way, .and continually, let us keep up, froohen, oxtend our ac~
quaintancs with the precious ¥Word of God".

1.0 .M.C.Fritz, "Paotoral Thoology" spsDs20a

2:Quoted by l"'r:l.t:'..op.oit- sPeDe
5sJ.3rondus, "Praparation and Uelivery of Sermono",pp.211.123.147,
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The uinicter should not limit his study of the Bible marely to
thooe portions which he neods and usoa for hie sormons, or whioh
other pacds may call for, but he should,; according to a fixed plan,
make a syetamatic ntudy of soma part of the Bibl~ every day, and
after he has uorked through the whole Bible, he should go over
thn same soctiona again and again 'with greater intonsiveness.

Thot pactor is o disgrace to himself and the Church who blows an
uncertzin cound on the trumpet, that ig, who ocan not im-ediately
and definitely answer spiritual cuestions with a direet reference
to the appropriate 7ord of God, or who does not know the meaning
and alzalficance of cartain texts which Scripture itself has in-
terpratad, or who aannot rﬁonll what God hae eaid on this or that
dnportant point of doatrine and life. The pastor nust be thoroughly
familinr with tha aontoents of every book of the Bible, with all
ths significant doctrinal pRasagen; and this sound knowledge
should he doaopened and expecnded from year to year. The fundamen=-
tal"meditatio"of a pastor is continuous Bible study.

3y all neans, and as much as ponpible, should a Lutheran pastor
study his Bible in the original languages. Thia partinent romark
has b~en otntad so often that it sounds oconwonplace, but it is
not s common practisce amonz pnstors, sad to say,

Dr.Fritz saye, what so many have said, and still say:-

"It goes without saying that this Bible study should he done on
the basis of the original languages.sed word may beo correctly
transl=ted and may acourately convey the sonse of the original,
navartheless the oariginal will often give us & batter understanding
of the ssnsae. Of aourse; to arrive at this bsttor understanding,

not simply a translation of 3 word as found in the dictionary, 1
bat itz vory etymology and ita use, must be carofully studiad”.

leJ.H.C.¥ritz,"Pastoral Theology",ps 6.
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Alas, aftor many yocars of studying Crook and Hebrew at the
¢olicgaen and seminary, many miniostora drop the study of thaee
13ﬂuuﬂgoe—ahnn thoy anter the aministry, snd they never refor to
thow sgsin, ovan by way-of raleranco. "hrn oxagetieczl peopars are
read at gonferaences- =znd how few oan atill present ouech paperp-
only two or thrgo minicters take an active part in the discussions,
many qunetionqblé gstatenents pass unchullenged, and tha inter=~
pratatisn: whioch has been offered has actually remained"Greek"

%o many of the brothren. Ho wonder that lively discussions have
bocoms rare and that pastors complain of litile work done and

that thera is little of real interest and profit at the oonfcrcqpol.'
Yhat shall ba said of ministers who £hrough neglect and indifference
are uncble %o rsfer to the original toxt, when the proper under=
standing aand application of a text demands ninute grommatical and
ayntacﬁicai and etynoiogicnl study of the wordas and context, or
whan it hocomes neceossary to refute erroriosts and Bible critics

by showing thom the axact aenniug of the text, and the pastor is
not ahla to go to the sourcoes? I lawyera, madical students, and
other profesaional men aro obligod to study Latin and other lang=
uagos to be proficient in their profoession, surely the Church has

a right to expeot of ite pasiors am part of their intellectual
culture and fitness a working knowlaedge of the longuages in which
the Holy 8pirit hnd'thc 3ibple recorded, as woll as & knowledge of
those languagas through which the ﬁofa of God is to be proclaimed
%0 man, so that the Cosepel mey "be preached to all areatures®,

1.0f.Concordia Theol,Hon.,VIiI,GR4ff.( Pratoralkonforenzen’ ).
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Every Lutheran pastor ought to know, but then by all means follow,

tha famnun dictum of Luther:-

"S0 lieb une das Evangelium ist; so hart lesst uns ueber den
Sorachen helten',!

The fCethere of our Syhod built wall, becaune theé ware thorough

and sound in their exegasis end stuck close to the gsources.

Aa Hoyt saym:=

"Thera ie nesd for Bible study in the Scripture languages. No
doubt avery pood translation givas the subotanca, the vital truth, .
of ravelation; and a man who has no knowledge of CGroek and Hebrew .
can ntill be o respectable 8ibla student. But he cannot be the best,
and that ls what we are always aiming at. In any calling, a man to
havaauthority must touch the sourees. Tha study of Hebrew and Greek
Seripturea puts one into the atmoophera of the snered writers and
80 helps %o their true interpretation; it leads to patient thorough-
neos, to the mentel humility essentizl to a spiritual learnerj it
£ivos n frosh, suggestiva, parsonal messagee...@nd the vorthy schel-
are ere practically all students of the original lsnguapes®.

Broadus arguent=

"The Dible io bent studied in the original, bocause our varsion
will often heve the same word wherae the lebrew or Greok is differ-
ent, end the seme Greek or Hebrow word will be-used in iamportant
passages whare our version reiiders differentlye..Tha grammatiocal
gtudy of the ‘text cen séarcely 'be-made %00 minuta or protracted",

Frits reminds us thet

‘an original toxt aiways prescnte riceties of languasge, shados of
meening, idiomatic ‘expressions,; eto., which a translation, however
woll it moy convey the original meaning, cannot fully reproducoa..
Our very love of the Gospal should persuade us %o study the langua-
ges in whioch God originally revealed liis.plan of salvation",*

The importance of systemotic exegetical study has been stressed and

reitorated:by all the great teachers of tho churcﬁs} and Burnet ad-

vises pastors that they study the Bible excgstioally.b

1.1, Luther'ﬂtnhﬂu’.. Xdo .x’.ﬁ,‘)ffi

2eAHoyt , "The Work of Preaching”,p.53. ‘

Jed.drosdus, "Proparation and Dolivery of Sermone”,p.66.

4.J.H.C.Fratz, "Pactoral TheWdagyy ,p.19.

B+CP. "Lohre and Wahre",Voledlype 63£1;V0le 62,p49; Concordia Theol,
MoneVol.IV,357 and 9393Vol.VII,23.

G6eAe7.Burnet, "Pleading with ilen",p.123,
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Th,Graebner olaine that"the number of ministarial failures is rare
among such who r;ad thgir Grock fiew Teatamupt“.
‘a vanture to offer the following cuggestions for intensive,

systonatioc, and fruitful exegeticual atudy of the Bible:=

uat every pastor set aside one hour overy day for undisturbed
axe ‘etical studies, and let him read through the entire 3ible,
firot tho Hew Testament, with the origlnel text before him, and
hie note~book and pen in constent usse. Read the taxt in the origi-
nel, verse by vercs; with the help of s good lozioodz, nad 2 roliable
nremmara, and waka copi;ua notes on the meaning and etyhmoleogy of
wordnr, the gremmncticel and syntactical constructions, the relation
of the contoxt snd of parallel passages which throﬁ light on the
intorpretation of tha toxt, the dootrinel content of thas pessaga,
and any other information of valug offaored by the text and helps,

Thie minute- textuel study ought thsa be supplemented by the read=-
ing of one or more good orthodox commentgriaé?, and the pastor
should jot down useful explanations and applications- which help him
%0 2 bhettor undoratnnding and ugse 'of the taxt. In this way he can
accumulate veluable exdgatical moterieal. For a later, end more ad- -
vanced study, he will do well to road uo;a of the more liberal and
criticul commontgried$, both for the good muterial he will find in

them; as well as to undorstend their false position, and by sharpen-

ing his powers of judgment to fortify himeelf egainst such false

interpretations of Eoripture.

1<Th.Grzobnor, "Pestor &s Student,eto.",rart L. 3

2.%ege,Thayer for R.T.,0esenius for O.T. Cf."Lohre & v"ehre"62,49ff.
JslegeRobertaon, GoseniuumBowlay. ;

Ai5eg s, luther,5tosckhardt,Kretznann,“enski,3engal.

SeEegeylang e~Schaff ,Kkeil~Delitzsch, Zahn,lieyor,otc.
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Tho pastor will aloo find it to be 2 profitable method to make a
thorouzh exegaticul~honiletical study of hic sermon taxts and of
tha poericopecs on which he is preaching, siailar to the sermon=
studigs found in homileticel magazines or in book-form.

From t{ime to tims the principles of Hermaneutics should bs ra=
vionéd, and should be applied constantly. The ainister should eon-
deavor to incroaso his knoewlsdge of the Bible in goneral, regarding
ite compdsition, history, translations,etc. The pastor should alse
" be up=to~-data in his knowledge of Ieagogics, Biblical Aroheology,

Textual and lifgher Criticiem.

Ia closaat oonnocti;n with his Bible situdy and supplementary
to i%, evary pactor should study'tho dootrines of the Bible. He is
to proach nﬁﬂ to taesch tha doctrinmas of Scripture, and oonsequintly
ha ruat have a thorough knowledge of ovory 3iblical dootrine, and
kaow how to apply 1te. Ho 'should also know the varlous and provail-
ing toasklags of arroris%s and false teachera, and ho nmust be
eble"by sound doctrine to refute tha gainsayers®with the truth of
Cod'as “ord, ilo paator can be excusad for eny ignorance or uncer=-
_teinty about tho teachings of Soripture, and he will be a detri-
ment to the Church 'if he wavars or felle in raogard to one single
doctrine. The prétnr muet be & sound and thorough dogmatician,
and the ntudy of Biblicsl Theology, lDogmetics, and the Confession=-
al "ritings, is a necessary life-long task and should be a most
delizhtful osoupction. ¥or what pastor would not want to bhecone
hattor indnctrinated, so that he can the better indootrinate his

nenbers, snd proach rael and effective dootrinal sermonsi
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Two distinct mothods moy be followad, in order to retain and
Incroase one's knowledga of Christian dooctrine. Thon one method is
to read tha Bible from cover to cover, with the purpose of dis-
cavaring for one's self all the texts which heve a definite bear=
ing on gome portioular doctrine, and to jot down in a spacial
nota=book all such toxte under eapproprinte topics and sub=heads,
In the wey a minicter will learn Biblical Theology at first hand,
and will ba batter able to utiliszs and judge the various toxt-
booko aand essays on Dognation} Such a classif'igation of dootrines
with Soripture taxtes will be found very usoful and will be a
haandy refercnce when writing sermons, catachisationn, GIIQYB,!tGoa'
By ell moaﬁa got your dognatics firet out of the 3ible, and try
to coavinco peaople only with sound Biblo doctrinel

Fvary postor should be a dogmatician, an oxpert in this field
aspacially, and for that veason hae should aleoiread and study,
with pen and nota-hook, not only ona but cll the works on System-
atic Thaology, thaot he can lay hold onm. Of courso, he nust study
primarily and constantly the dogmatical snd oconfesnional writings
of the Luthaerem Church., But he ought, at iunet to some extent,
.2lso read the literature of heterodox churchez, to hocome ag=
quainted with their touuhingu, as wnll cc to loarn also from
thaze writors the lear'and forcaeful oxprossion of such doctrines
in which they are in agreement with Soripture. The nminister
ehould maka comprehensive digests end collaoct his moterial under
the vorious divisiono of each doctrine. But in appropriating and
uveing this uutorial-hc should guard againot all aabiguity, dif-

1.0r.con.rheol.uon.,711.399fri"Biblllche Tioologio.ctn.ﬁ).
2.0f.ho L. Graobnar, "Outlines of Dectrinal Theology'.
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fusivences and vagusness; and be oure tc chock hiu‘reading with

the dectrinul passagoe ef the EBible.

incn tho Luthoran Cstachlienm ic-a short sumunry of Christian
dectrine, and eince tha pnetur.must conpitantly uce thiz bdook to
indoctrinnte his prople; u Lutharan pastor uhoulé Iktnow this book
‘ag no other hook,; the 8iblo exceptod; and ha chould alueys be
lenrning more and more about it,; as DNr.luther urges oo aftono’le
oughi slwsye beoar im wind that he must remcin, as Luther says,"a
pupll of the Cntochism®™, and hic note-books cn hic lesscns, his
catechiiontions, readings, ote., ought %o bocome vary voluminous,
as he ecdvances in yenra. Every lLuthsran pastor should, by constant
study end repetition; impreece upon his mind tho valuable instructionm
ziven by DPr.C.F.".¥alther in ragord to the proper distinction and
applicetl wn of the Lo: end the Gnnpel?‘“nltz-.ur'n studentes wore
food dsgmaticiens end theologians, l'e told his studcnts:-

"If you cre to beoome efficient tenchsrs in cur churchos and
schoole, it is a matter of indispensable nocecaity thet you have a
noet minute knowledge of all doctrinec of thae Christion revelation.
"hot 1s naecded over and above your knowlodge of the doctrines is
that you know how to apply them correctlye.s.r thoologion who has
not the grastest interact in the Christisn doctrine ia unthinkable.. |
A proacher nust not thromw all doetrines in o Juinble bhefore his }
hearere, just as they come into his mind, but out for easch of his |
hearere o portion such as ho naoadsesesd pactor must hove, in the '
firct placa, a good knowledge of the mutual raleations of doctrines

to eno onother, which will ensble hin to meko the proper applice-
tion of aeach’,

Phillivs Brooke advisen:=

‘Proach deatrine-~ preasch ell thao dootrine thet you know, and
learn forevsr more and moras but preach it slweys; not that men may
boliavae it, but thet men may be saved by balicving it".?

1eCfe!s Rou, "Catochation”,pal05ff. Read Luther,Vol.Z.(St.Louis Ed.).
2.0f+0sF. ¢ "altker, "Propor Distinotion het.Law and Coapol®(Dau).
5.7alther, "Proper Nistinotion,etce”,pneS.1%. 33,343,

4.Phillips Brooks,"Leotures on Preaching",p.128.

s T e S
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Drs Broadus urgaes thie point,t00, in those wordsi-

"Noctrina, thet is, tesching, is the prsachar's chief business...
Wa all rogard it no importnnt that tha preccher should himself
heve sound viows of dostring...Systeumatic Theology 1la of unspeak=-
able inmportance $o the praachar, indisponscbla, if ho mould be in
the bYost nensa instructive, and axart an abiding influence over
his hearorns, Thin onsbles him to speak with boldnaess of assured
conviction, giving him a confidonce in the great sycstom of inopired
trith which no minute oriticisa can shake. Exezesis and Systematie
Thaology zo2 hand in hend. A preaghar ought elwayc %o havs on hand
sone nble trectieo of Theolopy, new or old, =which hoa is regularly
otudying, or some paurtioular topic of Bivinity which ho makes the
oub jeot of much randing and reflaction.<.¥eap in touoh with the
graat booke, both ganaral trectises and special dicscussions, on
Systematic Thaologye Dostrina-real doet.inc- iz ncaded as a novelty
in much of tho proanching of our timss"
Broadus also irges, ond rightly eo, that the pastor be well read
in tho fi9ld of Apologntios, or Chripitian Fvidencee, ené¢ in Polaom=
ico, 0o that he con with power and good judgzmont attsck and refute

the doubts and faloe accuaations raised against the niban:

In eddition to hio oxagoticnl end dogmaticml ctudies, the
Luthoran pastor should devote a lzrge part ol hies morning hours to
hia homiletienl work, to the proporation snd compoeition of his
Sermons,

The pranohor'a main businass is praaching, ond it is his duty
to preacgh only good sermons. Tho art of sermonizinz ond pfiaohing
1o teught with gresat detall in all toxt-bools on Homiletics. But
the art of good prosching is a life~loag end hard study, and here
especially tha preegher must oonst:zntly grow end inprove or he will
laug; lack of preparation and prograssive osolf-culturc here means
thet the miniotor's usefulness will suraely and rapidly oome to an

end. Neglaat of growth and progress in preaching is beconing an

I.7.8rondus, "Proparation and Celivery of Jormonn’,ppel0re123.147s
2,Broadus, opeoits,pps32¢85e
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olarming end vide-opreed evil and is working much harm in the
vhurch. liony prcacho;n fall iato ccralasoc and slip~shod habits
of preaching end romeln inferior, yes, become unpopular, preachors.
The sirenuous life of our ege, as well as conditionc in gomeral,
moke sermonizing and preaching extremely difficult. Zvon for the
ocldar and oxporignoad preacher ﬁroaching is a real toasck. Poor
church atieudanco and a eickly ochuroch life is moet aiways the
reasult of poor preschinge It will slwsys remuin true that"audi-
onees are held by useful and olaeer sermona"J fhere is nuch con-
plaint auong tho laity to-dgy about poor precching. Although the
nostor may not ba proaching false doctrino, his ocormons are of=
ton mors platitudes; they alweys move in the stme cirole, are
vggue cad li"elese, and the hearers leave thc servicac with a
diegunted fealing that they got nothing out of the pastor's ser-
mon. “hen the attondance drops and thingo gonerally go wrong in
the congregation, the pracchor had bettor toka inventory of hin-
#0lf vand spend wmora time and thought on his serxons. In fact, tha
postor should nover wait until such a daplorabls condition has
sot in, for it is not ewelly remodied. Booke, mcnographs, and
articles dealing with preaching and pastorsl worz, are full of
rconplzints and oriticisme about poor prsuuhinga. and they offer
enplc sugpentiona for izproving ths seracn. Nreialther dovotos
thirty-six pages of his”Pnntornltha010gia“to tha subject of .
prouahings, and Dr.Fritz has writton thirty-aseven ﬁagos on the

e
"rork of PFreaching". Every pastor should {ake the work of preach-

ledpo .ldgy, Arbe iX1V. (Gon.j‘r 15. .POIIOI) °
2.00n.The0leiione,¥01e IV, pps 759.917. [ "Status of Our Preaching").
3.0.FeUsiialther, *Pastoraltheolcgie®,ppe76~109.
4eJHeC.Fritz,Pastoral Theelogy",pp.65-102. :
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ing as gerimusly cnd do it as conscientiously as Dr.¥alther did.
A congraogation knows.nothing alcut hémileticel rulaen, hut 4t can
discorn quickly whether the preaching it hears is good or bad,
and the laity io frankly outspoken in its dlssatisféction with
pour prauzching. "hon a pastor io a poor preacher, naither his
congraegation, nor any other, wants him, and he is soon widely ad=-
vertisad as puche All methods aand schaemes to fill the pawo will
be of no avail if the procohefeils"to deliver the goods”s It is,

83 Ur.frite says: "Poor preaching is a dirsct hirndrence to the

building of the Ghureh".

4 paotor”, as Ur.%althor romarks,"cannot hocome guilty of great-
ar unfaithfulness in the perforzance of his official duties, and
his high snd noble off'ice will in no other way more saverely con-
demn him, thon when he does not, through neditation, reoading, and
proyor, dilign1t1y -saak Lo give to his cuongregation tho very bhast
that ig in him. Yith referanca to prsaching capeciunlly must be
. appliised the torrilble saying of tha prophota'"u-ﬁod be he that doeth
tho work of the Lord nogligontly'(Jer.48, 10)",1

‘any pastors dosarva the savars raebuke spokan by Dr.Fritzi-

"Yos to tha preacher who in lasy &énd droads hard work,..or who
usas his time for that which ha 18 not 22llsd to do,seand will
not adhaere strictly to his text and apply it tec the needs of his
hoarers, bui will telk at randowm, to £1ill1 in helf sn hour, for
vhich not nmuch praparation and exertion on his part ara needed...
it ia not Pair t¢c a Christian congragation if a pastor simply
’£illo in'half an hour in the pulpit, and it is corteinly a griev-
ous sin against God. The paster's rasponsibility while in the
pulpit is so groat that his message roquires most dreysrful, most
caralful, and nont consoientious praparation. Only the hest he ean

give will be pood enough®.

byon says that

"no amount of bluffing will ever take the place of careful pre-
paration, Thore is no subssitute for coencthing to say. Rature
abhors a vecuums Se does an Audiance®.

1.0led fiaC-Frits, Pastoral Theology';ps0f.

2-0-!!-:;-!‘!‘1'&;,00. .t..pp.‘?n&&.
3eLyon,"FProaticel Publies Specking"(quoted by Fritz,opes0ite,p.67),
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"o whe rocelvas the most inepiration is tha one whoe has made
tha nost praparetion”, applies at sll times; axcapt in ocases of
roel smorgoncye Too mény pastors have fsllon into ths vicious
habit ¢f spending a faw hours on Saturdey, copying sermon ma-
torisl from printod sormonc or outlines, while others hove been
kncwn %o take this printed matoerial even into the pulpit and to
Frecch ar read from it, net to mention somo who ars %0ld enough
to cntor the rulpit without any preparation or helps whatever, .
sunly to talk ac the'spirit®(?) moves thom.

"ithout conscientious and %horough preparstion, no sermon
will hzva the nscescary roquicites and qualifiantions which
every zood pormon nmust have. The quality of such sermons must
of nocossity be mediocre and fail, both in nnttc; of form and

of contonte fHoreover, it will lack .pover and acsonmplish nothing.

Dr«7aithar gives this advicoi=

"hon prapusrfing to preach, the pracchor must draw up & stra-
tegical plan, in order to win his hearors for the kingdom of Ged.
Preach so that every horrer feals:'Ho meons ma'...A preacher
nust oxercise graeat oara lest he say somethinpg wrong. igain and
again he nuct go over his sermon and conridor vwhothar everything
13 quito as it should be, that thaore ie nothing in the sermon
contrury te aither the Law ond the CGospelese¥ou will hevae to bear
in mind while writing your saormons that your oserron is not to say
enything thual may dbe misundarctoodes.lho worst feult in medern
proaching is this, that the sormons lack psint and puracsej and
this foult can be noticed particulorly in the scarmons of modern
preachers who arae baliovero, while unbaeliaving snd fanatiocal
prouchors heve & quite a dafinite aim- pity, thot it iec not the
right onal Beliaving preachers, as & ruln, imogina thet they have
fully dioch rgod their office, provided thret thoy have preached
the Yord of God. Thel is about as correct a viow se when a ranger
iumngines ho has discharged his off'ic0s.«by dischsrging hins gun
into the fcorests Just so poor and useless praachers are those nhe
have no plun in =2ind and take no aim when they cre precching.
Gronted thoir eernmons oontein beautiful thouphte; they do not,for
that metter, take offacts They way ocgcusionally nmeke the thunders
of tha Low roll in thedr sermonc, yet there is no lightaing that
strikea. Again, they mey wster tho garden adsipnad to them with
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the fructifying waters of the Gospel, but thoy are pouring water

on the beds and the paths of tha garden indiseriminately, and thoir
labor in lontsssPity tha praascher rvho does not redeeom the time by
ofifaring hia haarers tho very best that he is able to give. If a
praschar talke without plen or purposa, ha noed not wonder that he
doas not achievae his ainm; for hao has none. Out upon miniatars who
£0 %o work in a olovenly and osraless mannore. I have in mind not
only such ao hnva plagiarized thair aentire nermon, but clso those
who h=ve Pot adaquatoly moditatad upon the subject they intond to
presant”,

Faptors who have not made thorough preparstion for preachin:
ara bound to basome vigue and aimlans pratilers and are apt to
f2ll into tha viecioue habits of flattory or of scolding. "hon '‘hs
proacher knozs what he 1s to say and how to say it in the right
way, theo hoarors faeel themselves drawn with irresistable forgce to
tho moosage of tho proncher. "Pactus disertum facit", that is, it
in tho heart that makes 010quant?'

Ae Hoyt oays:=

“The appronticeship of the preacher is long. In fact the art is
long; wo ashall never succeod in doing the work as wa ought...The
surast wey to have rich and abundant suggestions for sermons is
Lo be o systematio student of the Soriptures...The Church wants
battor men in her pulpits, not more man, the living Word, not
profosnional repatition of truth. The noblest gifts, the richest
furnishinga, the bast training, are not too much. But she nust
have mon who shall regard preaching as the highest and most dif-
ficult art, who shell have lofty conceptions of it, who shall not
be lazy or insincere, who shall bend themsolves and hold them-
salves to its attainment..«So to display and commend truth, that
man shall of himoelf acoopt and follow it, is the aim and secrat
of effoctive praaching. The sermon ocomes short of its miasion, if
it doas not persuade. lioditation is an esoontial process if wa are
80 to understand truth that it shall becoma a living moasagao".

ind E.Brown puts it thus:=

"I don't know who is to blame if the preacher is not intaresting,
unlesc it is the preacher himself, for he cartainly has the mosnt
interesting book in the world to preach from, and the most inter-
osting Man who ever lived to preach about, and the most interesting

1.C.F,%7.Walthar, "Proper Distinotion bat.law & Goapol',pp.55-99.298.

2.0f.Concordia Theeologiocal Honthly.?al.VIII,pp.BI.IG
3eAeS.Hoyt, "The Tork of Preaching",pp.66.90.18.351.96.
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of all cuusas Lo preach for, and if hs onnnot koep the paople fron
going to aleop on his hands cortoinly there is somathing wrong. It
in wall.to make oure that it isc the Lord's word you are giving in
your sormons and not simply your own notion of things, for mony a
Proocher opoils the Bread of Life with oleomargarine of his own
makkas 3ut whon the proacher has conscientiously and faithfully put
into hio preaching what he knows to be the Word of God, ha ean ba
sure that tho pover of God will be in his preaching. From the bo-
£inning to the oclose of the sermon there should be no uncertain

sound"”,
Phillipa Brooke does not state it too strongly, when he says:-

"llon boast and tell you in how short time thoy write their sor-
mong, and vhan you hear them proach you only monder that it took
them 8o long., Be faithful, and do your boest alwnys and on aevery
occosion®*

Vory truc are also tho words of ‘‘ashington Gladden:-

"The miniotor's throne is his pulpit. He makes a groat mistake
who permits his pulpit work to take a sacondary placos..Unpramedi-
tatod dicenursoe consiots chiofly of commonplaces which float much
upon the memory rather than of thoughts and foolings that waell up
from the hiddon man of the heart; and as thoy have stirred no
daeptho in the hooowm of the speasker, so they naturally awaken but o
fooble rosponoa in the hearts of the henrore".?

uch has been writton and oaid about good and poor sermons.¥
clonb bogino his monograph with these trenchant rordo:-

"ivarybody knows that the preacher has fallon on avil days. Sor=-
mons aro flet; dull, unintaeresting, out of relation to the needs
of the =ge, santimontal, over-intelleotuel, or not intellectual
enough, platitudinous, impotont, devold of human appaale...A very
wioco man has said that'there is nothing by which moro good might
be done than by good preaching'...Cloarncss -of thought and expros=-
sion is eopeciolly necessary in the pulpit, for as the sermon is .
to be heoard, it must be understood at once by the heoaraer or lost
altogather...The sermon must rest on the solid acquirements of a
disciplined nmind...No inconsidorable portion of a preacher's time
ohould b2 spant in genoral intollectual self-culture; bocause as
thae preachar 1s, such is his sermon...The men who never thinks of
hio discourse till Friday night or Saturday morning an¢ then ba=-
takaeas himsolf to some ready-made skatches from a volume of out-
lines and a dictionary of illustrations, may produce something
which will tide him over the Sunday but he is making impossible

1.%1ijoh Brown, "Point and Purpose in Proaching",pps155.85.86.88.

2.Phillips Brooks,"Lecturen on Preaching",pp.101.
3+%.Gladden, "The Christian Pastor,etc.",pp.107.135.
‘l'-cfo Con. Thﬂﬂl sMon, .Vol. III|569| "‘4"‘. ,'!5" IV. 559. 917]VII.671]“III.&1.
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the ettainmont of pulpit compotonca, not to spank of the serious
moral injury he is inflioting upon his own nature. It is no excusa
%o say that there is not timo in the life of a busy clorgyman to
brood over his disoourse throughout the weak".!
In raogard to printed sermons ond outlines, Broadus says:=-

“The books of'Sketohes and Skalotone'wlich are so often publinh-
ed and oo widoly bought, are, unleszs honeotly and wmisaly used, an
unmitigetod evil, and a disgraco to the ministry of the Gonmpal, and
it is a frir quoction whaother such booka can be honestly and wine-
1y usecd, For thoy ore likely to prove s snora even to those who
wish to ba honant, and areo oura to ba & temptation to all who use
thom to dapond too muoh on tha suggostion of othars rather than on
thoir own thinking, There is no ocxcuce for such books, and no_
ministor should suffer one of thom to remain in his library",2

" Luthereon pastor will do muoh better to spond his money, what
1ittls he has, for books which have a real cultural velue and
whieh help him to grow in knowledgo ond officiaoncy. Tnstecad of
Plagiorizing printed sermons or imbibing too much of tho modrrn
type of sarmona offeraed in the many ao—oallod"éarmon-ﬂelpn"(?),
few of whioch are modele worthy of imitation, let the minioter
Purchage and study the standeard sermon 6ollections by the old
masters in pronchings, and lot him read these normons cocritically
end profossionally, making ample notes, digocts, and analysas,
ospacinlly of thope elemonts which give to avery sormon virility
and charn. Such well-digestad sermon matorial the pastor cam thon
weavo into his own'larmon-itudion'. and ho will have, in the
sourse of ye-rs, an: abundance of valuabla sermon motarial to
work ovar ihto s fresh and original sermon for each new oacasion.

Burnet givas this advice in using other mon'p sormonsi=

"The sermons of groat proachars will help you to learn sermon=-
draughtsnanship, adequacy and yet economy of style, how concretely

1.5, %oComb, "Preaching in Thaory and Practloo",pp.1.10.142,17.38.
2.J.Broadus,"Praparation and Delivery of Sermons",p.1l4l,
JeE.fs,Luther, althor,Stoeckhardt,C.C. Schmidt,Kuogele,ata,
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control dootrines can be appliod to 1life, how a rich mind and
heort can light up a spacious themo, and though your first thourht
will be despoir, your second will be a lifting wonder at the nobld
thiny a cormon ¢an be, But with all my heart I would warn against
using othor men o lebors as a. substitute for your own, If you are
not careful you-will sap and at length atropnhy yo?r own creotive
and inaginative powers., Do not employ another men s idea until it
has pussed through the elombic of your own working mind. has your
life in it, and is in a real sence your own",!

Maturally, tho preaching of one's o0ld sermons is a oriterion
of stagnation and lack of progress, for every pastor should wnnt
to preach a batter sermon than ha did the laat time 4r in years
gona by. NDesidao, 0ld aermons lose tholr froshnosos and vitality,
and scldom are as timely and effactive as vhan preached tha first

2
tima. llo pastor can afford to doteriorste or ceasa to improve as
a procchar, nor is there any excuse for it. "Practice m=kes par=
- Toct", applies hora as anyvhere olsa, and after many years of
experiecnce, hard study, and comstont proctice, a minister ought
to bocoma o preacher of the highest rank.

AfCtor all, a pastor has learned only & mininum of homiletical
nciaence and prineiples at tho seminary, and this oclementary know=
lodgze must be incrcased and expanded from yaar to yaeer, if he
would learn to know this important science Hell; He ought, thare-
fora, read and study ac many books and articles on Homiletiecs as
ho can afford to buy or is able to borrow. It is & good plan to
write out all the rules and hints on sermonizing, as he comas
across them, and then seek to apply them ovary time he prepares a
germon, Homiletical otudies have unlimited practical valus, and

should occupy a prominent place dn hiso study program.3

loAe7.Burnat, Planding with Een‘.p.lE?.

2,CfeJ HeC.Frits, Pastoral Theology",p.89. Hoyt,op.oit.,p.ss.

3eStudy such excellent werks on Homiletics as Reu,Th.Graebner,
Hoyt,Broadus,lLenski,etc, Of. ConsTheol.Hon.,"III,p.211.

TR
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DreFritz givae the following good plan for sermonizing:-

"Read the toxt imn tho vernacular. Read the aontext. Read tha
origincl Greok end Habrew..Meditate upon the text. Look up par-
allel passages. Aznin meditate upon the text, working with pen
in hend and jotting down various thoughts. liake a proliminary
skotch, or outline. Then(not befora) roed commentaries, saormon
helpo, sormons(not for the purpose of copying, but for a better
undaorstdnding of the toxt-'think yourself ompty, thon read your=
self full'), Meditate again upon the taoxt, reotudy the outline
and, if nocessary, correoct it or improve upon it. Carafully write
the caermon in full, if possible at ono sitting (oince momorizing
conesists in good thinking, the momory work will have largaly beeon
done whan the amen of the sermon has bhoon written .on the manu-
ecript), Being filled up with his text, the preachar will bhe able
to toll it to othors".)

If the pnstor is an earncat student and a Christian scholar
and opendn his morning hours in intensive exopetical, dogmatical,
and homiletical study; if he plans his work wall and builda up:a

fiac library ol wall-stocked note~books, ho will not be at a loss

ot sny time for suitable texts, sermon material, illustrations,etc.

Altoo his pastoral work, his contacts with his mombers, and his
own Christisn experience will supply his mind with many fine
thoughts for his sermon. Let the preacher, above all, pack his
sarmons with Biblical thoughts and illustrations, and preaoch
Christian dootrine. As éhllllps Brooks aptly saysi- '

"No preaching over had any stronger power that was not the
procaching of dootrine. Tha preachers that have moved and held men
have alwoaya proachad dootrine. No exhortation to a good life thet
doos not put behind it some truth as deep as etornity can seize

and hold the conscienaa".%

ind Elijeh Brown romerkes:=-

"The praacher who packs his sormons with Bible material is al-
wayo intoresting, and there 1s no complaining that his sermons
are too long, and especially is this true of the preacher who in
a8 roal sensa £1ills his sermons with Christ".-

e - -

l.J.H.c.Frits,‘Fnutoraltheologyfnpi99'
2.Phillips Brooks,"Leotures on Pgoaohing'.p.#ﬂ.
%« e Brown, "Point and Purpose in Preaching”,p.165,

s
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It in a pity that pastorel confarences do not spend more time
with homileotical studies and the discussion and criticism of ser-
monc, a good old proctice which has beon dropped almogt entirely
for no good roason. Preachors should learn from othors how to
praach and to help each other with good advioce and constructive
criticism, ilany ministers go on preaching from yoer to year and
imagino that they are excollent preachors, but if they could see
‘honaclves as othors seo thom they would come to a real awakening,
To quote Elijah Brown againge

"It 10 a groat misfortune to a preacher never to hoar any bigger
preaching than he can do himsalf, for without such opportunity hae
has a small chanoca to discover himself",)

Daan C.HRe.Brown pute it thuua-

"The ddiivory of a soermon is no oasy task, Thore are some men
vhonm you siuply cannot listen to, howaver you may try. There aro .
othor men whom you can listeon to by a steady and resoluta effort.
Thare are other men who speak in such-fashion that you cannot help
listoning to them. It is of us to strive, avery one of us, to be
anrolled in the third class'2

Although the exegotical, dogmatical, and homiletical studies
ara of major importonce, and will take up, perhaps, the entire
morning hour, aevery pastor should devote some time each week to
inprove his knowledge of the othor theological branches. Church
History, and the hintory and progress of Christian !iocsions, has
grent cultural and practical value for tha pastor and he should
be thoroughly fnmlllui.nlih the great movements and activities
in the Ohurchg He -houid u;lo become dailly more afficient imn tha

" practical work of hln pﬁwtbrll and church life, and to that end

1. Brown, "Point lnd Purp-oio in Proulung v p. 40,
2,0.R.Brown, The Art of Pramghing",p.155.

3.Read the hictoriou by Sohsrf,xurta.Finhor.cto. Oon.Thaol,.Non.8,208,
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he ought to do much reading in Pustoral Theology, Liturgics,

| And as a teacher, especially of child-

Church Architecture,atec.
ren in confirmation classes,etc.; he should try to imbibe as much

of the laarning ao ponsiblae that has become evailable in the

finlds of Religious Education, C-techatics, and Young Paoples'York.?
Hoyt saysm, rogurding thaological studies in gonarul:-

"411 studies havo their direct and vital relation to preaching:
The Graek and Habrew, that we may have in the sermon the honest,
nccurate, fraoch moassage of Godj; Thaology, that we may undorstand
the relation of one truth to another, ond so present the Gospel
in its trua proportion; History, that we may hove tha -perspective
of truth and mako mon realize the continuity of faith; 'ceial
othica, thot we may undarstand the prerctical problems of our gen-
eration snd the rolation of Christianity to them, Soecavery study
has practieal bearing upon tha work of Homilotics, Homilotics
tocaches tha minioter to apply and render fruitful in the service

of the Church of God the knowledge which he has alroady acquired
in tha theoratic domanin",” :

fvaery pnntor will do woll to compile a bibliography of use-
ful books which pertain to a particular branch of theological

knowledge, and he should try to obtain end study as many of these
7]

es poasible.

It might seem entirely unnecessary to remind the Luthoran
paotor that he should read much in the works of Luther. But it
is deplorable how 1ittle Luther is recd, how few pastors even
'wn his books and give at least somae of thoir time to the study
of his great.writings. Oonsequently, the mighty power ond spirit
of Hartin Luther is an unknown quantity in the life and work of
many Luthaeron pastors. It is true, Luther's complate works in

Germen copt considerable monoy, but to own thenm is a far better

T.E,gs nlther,Fritz,0erberding Arotzmann,0to. Con.lheol.kon,B,241,
2.E off URQH. Krotzmann,ato. cquﬂﬂl’hO.loHﬂﬂ. .‘FOIQV III .521 0569-

3e.A.S.lloyt,"The Work of Preaching",p.56. Of.Broadus,op.cit.,p.l125f,
4.500 the liots of books rocommonded in Con.Theol.Mon.YIII,206£f.

Cf.the “Outlines of tho Concordia Seminary Correspondence Coursas®,

.
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investmont than tha acquisition of 80 many useless books on ser=
mons, odtlinon, illustrations, etc., and especially of the more
populur”canes and erutches" found in tha librariee of many pastors.
Luthar's works can ba purchased in installmonts, or ono volumo at
Q@ time, and it ought to be possible to study at leoast one volume
2 yoar, so that, alfter tweaty-five years in the ministry,a Lutheran
minioter ocan menaga to read the comploto works of our foremost
theologian at least once, and in that wey he has acquired a stora
of theoological knowledge which he could obtain from no othor 1lib-
rary of ony alzae, As he reads Luther,; let the pastor anter copious
notes in his books on scrmon-studies, exegatical study of Bibl~
"toxts, pastoral probloms, religious educstion, atc, lore is the
pilty, if Luthoran pastors do not learn ennugh Garman, so that thay
cen road Luther in his own langu:ge, as Luther can ba understood
best only in Corman. To be sureo, thora are some fnirlf good English
tronolations of somo of Luther:u writings, uqd et least that much
a Luthaeran pastor should posnass and know of Luther.
Says Up.Fritzi:=

"Ia Luther's works the pastor will Find an abundance of theo=
logical m toricl that will help him battar to undarstand the
Seriptures and will aid him in applying it as tho needs of his
paople domznd",!
Dr.Fritz dovotes two pages of his"Pastoral Theology"to quotations
which stross th; 1npor€unoo of roading and studying Luthorfl

‘nd Dr.%Walther writes:=

"Luther's Works are an almost inexhaustible mina for all bran-
chez of theologyj they are & thesaurus filled with so much ianfor-
TeJd.H.C.Fritz,"Pastoral Theology',ps6e
2s 1b’.d,P|6 end Te
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mation that thay thomselves can replace quite @« large library,
but czould not bhe roplzcad by over 8o large a library...It is,
indeed, a delight to read Luther's sermons. One findo his own
likenoon on avery poga".!

Dr.Christopher Sonntag spoke tha words so often quoted:-

"uo propior Luthero, eo melior theologus®.

Evon tho Raformed theologian J.M.Hoppin srys of Luthaori-

"All of Luther's werks and words are mines of practical wiasdo=
end suggostion; and if the theological studont would imbue hin
mind with the regally truthful and bravely confessing spirit of
. Luther, he would be, like him, even in thaese dull days, a refor=-
mor of the Churoh of God",

"en of many Raformod denominations express a similar admiration
of Dre.Luther, and Hoyt says that Luther expresces the idsal prea-
ohar? Let Luthoron pactors, then, bocome faithful and thorough
studentes of Luther _ond of his powarful mossages, unoexcellad alao

for ou£ aga and tinqn:*
[}

Infortunatoly, the busy pastor will, to his corrow, not find
much time available for the rcading of socular li§srature, and
for such studies which are very useful for gaoneral culture. Hio
morning hours he cannot afford to divert ¢o this purpose, his
aftornoons are usually taken up by pastoral calls, catechetical
inotruction, ete., while hic evanings, if not consumed dltorcthor
by attonding constantly at church meetings, will allow him very
littla spare time, and he should have some time for his family
and for raocreation. But occcasionally hae can find a little spare

time, and perhaps 2 vacation period, whan he could indulge in a

little lighter and general reading.

1.Ce¥.W.Talther, "Proper Distinotion,et0. " ,pe53e

2. J.M.llopplni "P..tor.l Th.ology“

5¢A.5.Hoyt, "The Work of.Presaching",p.19. Of.Broadus,op.cit.,p.337.
4.Cf.Concordia Theologioal Monthly,IV,5633 VII,23.678.577.
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A pastor must nocessarily read a daily nowspaper to keap ab=-
racot of the news and avents of tha day. Thile he should not waste
his tiﬁa with such reading, and nhoulg allow only a brief period
in the svoning for this purposoy; he should cesrefully eclip and
paste all iwportant items into a large secrap=book, which, if in-
daxed, may lstor serve him in good stead.

In gzonoral, howover; he should confine himoelf to the reading
of good booka, and only the best, since he has no timo to waste on
tronoh, and has no use for it, As Hugh Black says, it is a good
plen to give most of our spare time for reading to tho.great stan-
dord accraditad books.‘“ﬂon mlta, sed multum",is the best rule
to follow in all our reading.

"Tho mininter", says Hoyt,"neads the prepardtion of general cul-
ture. Ho must bo a reader of some of the world's best books. He
necdes to be intelligent and appreciative in other fields than tha-
olozys. lhe growth of the world's knowladre and literature makas
solaction imperative. But a system in work and a concentration

while we work will find the hour for gonaral reading".2

Grenville Kleiser sayo:=-
"Apart from spooific studies, you should form the habit of ror=-
ularly. roading wvell-chosen books...t0 got facts and for style ond

epirit, end for general information and knowledge. Confine your-
self to good literature".? -

The study of good literature, especielly the Fnglish and American
and German olassics, and the Greek and lLatin olassios at least in
good trenslations, is recommended in scores of monographs dealin;
with gensral oulture, and most of them supply exoellent liasts to

chosa fromoq

l.Hugh Blaok.‘?rnutio- of B8elf=Oulture”,;p.117»

2.4.8.Hiyt, "The York of Presching",ps68.

3.C.Xleiser,"How to Build M¥ental Power",p.24l.

4,500 -the 1iet givon by Th.Graebner in"Pastor as Studant.oto.;Pt.II.
Cf.Concordia Theological Manthly,VII,677.
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But eopacially for one definite purpose should & pastor read
uuch good litaoreture, both in English ond in Cerman, namely, to
improve his vocabulary, his style of writing and speaking, and.to
master the language, or languagec, in which he must preach the
Gospel. It 1o not to tha credit of many pastors that they are such
Poor linyuists and do not use the vary best English dietion and
8tyle in their sermons and conveorsations., Tho sound worde of
Christion doctrine cannot ba precaentad clearly and forcefully, ex-
cept by tha uco of sound words of languagae. Not only must proper
torms be employed, but the langusge in which our opeocch is clothed
must be the very best and clearest and powarful,.

Sroadus saye on thioc point:- :
"Groat uttention ought to be given to the uso of languege in
ordinary writing and convorsation. There should be the habit of

soeking thae moot oxaet terms, and of constructing sentances which
shall be gremmatiocnl, and yet sinplae and easy. Coquerel says,‘'In

ordar to spenk well sometimes, it is necnssary to spaeak well alwaya®.

And Elijah Brown advises that
"tha praccher should work incessantly in building up his voeabu-

lary. Ha will need the help of the best vocabulary he can acquire..

Read the bast Fnglish you can find. Read and write =nd talk in

the bost vocabulary that comes to you. Thare is alweys room for
improvenent in the words of our mouths. Reading, writing, and con-
versing, creataes faocility and felicity in the usa of langusge in

public®.>

It goes without saying, that we learn our best ®nglish from con-
stontly reading the best literature, from froquont use of a good
dictionary, and by being coreful always of our words and speech,

a8 ibrahan L;peoln was kﬂowu and noted to be.

l.J.8roasus, "Preparation and Uelivery of Sermons®,p.471.
2.FE«Brown,"Point and Purpose in Proaching",p.l06,
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bonski writes that"Jesus' concern was to be understood, and that

is what lenguage forms are cor®.!

"Longuagae®,0ays ".Glpddon,"is the instrument by which the
groater part of the ministar's work is done. Tha Tord of God
muet reach the minds of men through thae languege of men. The en-
richmant of our utteranca, the improvement of all those faculties
by which thought finds expression,-this must ever be a large
part of the duty of all who desire to be the messengers of God
to mon",

Kleiseor soye:=-

"‘aglish is the most valuable oingle study. To ba able to speak
and write gcorrectly and easily, to have a command of words, is
an important nsset",”

Jesidans speaks words whioh contain a golden truth:-

"If you wich to writo with an eleveated tone you should saturate
your mind with the Bible",(He means the Authorized Version).

Broadus romerks:-

"The study of literature ocontributes still more to the icprove-
mont of style, than tha direct study of language. From reading we
£ain much in the knowladge of language, eapacially as to richness
of vocabulary, fulness of axpression. By reading we form our lit=-
erery taoste,~a moettor of unspeakable importance...Preachers ought
to derive great bonefit in point of style, from thoir constent
recdin; ond minute study of the Fngllish Bible. Theo Soriptures em-
brace almoot overy opacies of style, and ecch with many varieties”.’

And finally,Hoyt sayss=-

"Reeding not only mcketh a full man, but trains the powers to a
varied styla. English literature is in many weys the richest field
outaide the Bible for tha proascher's training and treasures. Such
studies wiil ba drawing from tho pure well of “nglish speech. You
will get thae use of the host and cholicest diction. The preacgher
ehould be tha constant student of language, both in the best 1lit-
erature and in the daily speech of men".

In rogard to the various forms of literature and the study of other L

sacular branches, he must follow his own interests and judgment. :

1.R.0.H,Lonakl, "Intarpretation of BtsLuka’,p.%72.
2.7.Gladden, The Christian Paster,etc.",p.86.
JeGeXloiner, "How to Succeed in Life",p.39%. :

4.J.Ademn, "aking the Most of One's Self",p.174.
S.J.Broadun, "Preparation and Delivery of Sarmons",p.350.353.
6.A.S.Hoyt,"The Work of Preaching®,p.75.
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The postor's intellectual self-culturae ic not only depondent
on tho study of books, but in no small degroee alsc on his know-
ladge and atudy of man and of human naturae.
ke Homilton Yrirht ¥able sayoi-

“I'ha knowlaedge which we get from books must bo supplemented by
that which wa cen gain from lifo, by studying intelligently ocon-
ditions nhout ue, and using cvery opportunity of gathering the
kind of information which familiarizes us with other conditions
than thosa in which we liva'.!

droadus romarkoge

"A preaschor's knowledge of human nature; and knorladge of the
vorld, his experience of life, and especially of tha religious
lifn, his conversation with those around him, his perpetual re-
floction upon overything felt, qbsarved, or heard,-these afford
a lorge pert of his most volueble materiels®,*

“11j-h Yrown stresses this point in particulari=- r

"The botter the preacher knows the peopla to whom ha is to preach
the enpiar it will be for him to hava clearly defined purposes in
hio prosching. & knowlodge of individual.neadc makes it emsy to
suit the preaching to the people in the;pesws. A liberal knowledgo
of faotc relating to human naturo in gonerel ic certain to be of
much value,- Neither in public nor in private, by tongue or pen, can
men influcnce men, unless they have acted upon the principle that
the proper ntudy of mankind is man. In oconncotion with your study
of human neture, as you mingle with men, it will also be helpful
to notice how truly human nature has been brought out in the Bible.
No such hook on humen natura can be found as God's book, for "it
never mokes & mistake in its etohingn of charascter. In his quest
for knowledge that will have power in it for him, the preacher
would do well to learn all he can about the thingo that have muach

to do with tha daily life of his people".?
Hoyt sgys that we are always to study life, and got as close to

"the heerts of mer as wo can. Here is the real argument for gener-
ous oculture and aympathies, not only that:isuch a life is larger,
with more resources within, but chiefest that such 2 life has

more ways by which the Vord may be given to others".%

M"If a preacher does not understand human nature", says Beecher,
"he is not £it to preach. You must be familiar witk men. The study

of man is the highest of solencas”.”

1. uotad by O.5.Harden,"Making Yourself",p.217.
2.J.8roedus, "Praparation and Pelivery of Sermons",p.127.
3+%.Brown, "Point and Purpose in Preacdhing",p.10.94.96.
4.A.5.Hoyt,"The Work of Preaching”,pp.71.81,
SeLsBaacher, *Yule Lectures”,p.d5.
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John Vatson oseys that

"tho minietor ought to be soaked in life...that he may state
hie Cos ¢l in terms of human experianca. It was Jesus' folicitous
mennar to remove Hio fHvengel from the sphers of abstract discuse
gion and to assert its reasonableness in the sphere of 1ife.'"hat
man smong you?' was His favorite plaen',

A poator can and should learn much about people and human
lifo in goneral by studying tha standard books on psychology and
sociology, but he must teake advantagoe of every opportunity to
laarn to know the mombers of hisc own congragation beticsr and
better, to understend their needs and viewpoints, to be able to
diarnono their ailments, to give sympathetic counsel and aid etec,

Reu says that

“the proacher would make & serious mistake and jeapordize the
Buccaass of his labors if he would neglect to make the life of his.
own oonyrogution the subjeot of systematlo obaservation end pains- i
taking otudy".d |

And Ur,Fritz, who also quotes the above statament, adda:-

|

"A proacher ought to know what the special dangers are against %
which his congragation must be warnod, whatidofecto are in the |
spiritual life of his parishioners, how hic ‘people are being in- ;
fluenced by thelr environment, by what they read and by the parti- ;
cular tondoncies of tha time in which they livej; he must also
take into considaration such thinge as the degree of spiritual ;
enlightenmont, the cultural standard, the social otanding, the :
aga of hins people,ete. A pantor who neglacts to do this will not !
only doprive his congragation of the spiritual food which it needsn,
but will perhaps comuit many foolish acts in dealing with his
people, misunderstand end offend them...If we are able to recog=-
nize the differont types of human beings, we can undarstand the
individual human being better, and to understsnd him botter means . |
to bs batter able to approach and to help him...A pastor should
be personally well acquainted with the individual members of his
congregation, the children included., The pastor is a apiritual
physician. o should study the individual church-momber in refer-
ence to his character, disposition, temparament, opinions, en-
vironment, education, friends and aoquaintances, oocupation, busi=-
ness ascociates, poverty gr wealth, special hobbiles, reading,
pPhysical ocondition,eto.".

1.J."atnon,'cur¢ of Souls .p.55.
2.1, Reu, "Honileotion" (Quotad by Frits,op oit.,p.aa).
5-J,H.G.Fr1t:,'9astor11 Theology",pp.88.205,185.
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Br.¥althor psayo:~
"Tha rreatest diffioulty is enecountored in dealing with true
Chrictianc according to their partiocular spiritual condition. One °
hes a weak, snothar a strong faith; one io cheerful, another
sorrowful; one is sluggish, another buraing with zeal; one has

only a littloe epiritual knowladge, anothor is daeply gro nded
in the truth*.'

Socicl, adcnomic, and cultural conditions affoct the work of tha
Churchs Thr ;nastor dare not ignore them, nor be ignorant of how
to dssl gith .theme Thorefore, in the words of Uroadus,

“let '‘tha preacher strive to understand ths strength and weak-
nnes of tha age-its tendencies and discases-its illusions and
hopecs Tho wisae proacher will know poople individually, and how
to wpply the truth to their spacial needs, No man can keep fresh
in the pulpit without keooping up both spiritual and social con-
tact with the people”.> :

The precacher”,nays MoComb, "must botimes leave his books, get to
know mon not simply et the social gathering, but in private heoart-
to=heart sympathetio intercourse. The sermon should keep close
to the realitios of lifae".? %

Clarke eays that we need a coertain goneral knowlodge of human
nature in order to gain a special self-kno:lodgef‘
The needs of the souls to whom tha pastor soeks to minister
are many and various. No two cases are alika; each is a separate
study. ‘opacially nunt the pastor exercise much discretion in the
vicitation of tho sicke It is,tharefore, very important that the :
|
pastor at all times study men and individuals in their daily 1li- :
ves and surroundinps, and that he make a caroful note of all hin I
observetiono in a note-book which he must, of course, keaep strict-

§
ly co:fidential and guard against being rend and used by others.

I.G-Ffﬁkﬂulthur,'Proporgﬁiatinetion,oto-"3.57.
2.J.8roadus,"Prepsration snd Delivery of “ermons”,p.l48.
3+5¢HaComb, "Preoaching in Theory :nd Practice”,p.149,
4,J.7eClarke, "SelfP=Culture”,p.99,

5.Cf.Concordia Thaological Monthly,VIII,15.245¢f,
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How to spproach and win strangers and the unchurched for the
kingdom of Cod, is also an art which requires life-longz study
frém bocks as well as from personal observation and exparience.
flere the postor is helped only by the study of menkind in genaral

and by the expcrisnce of such who have been successful mission=

anprlan,

A pestor should, howovor,_not only study books and men , but
he chould make a opecial and continuous study of his own Self,
in ordar to discover hin own mistakes nnd ohortcozingn, and to
ook wayo and moens of nolf-improvemont. Ho should be thoroughly
versed in the principles of psychology and oonstaently apply these
principles to the vorkings of his own mind. And as he seeks to
improve himeelf by a rigorous self=culture, so he should also at
all timos wolocome and haod wnll-mon;t oriticism; in fact, he

should try tb.proflt from oriticicm of every kind, especially

such oriticism which is offered by his wife, hioc fellow-pastors,

end his own church-members.

Saysc Broadus:=

"4 man should continue through life to learn from his miastakes. ﬁ
Novor fall into the stercotyped metheds of treating your subjects;
cherish and cultivate a restless longing to preach batter. There
ls among preachors a deal of latent power which naver gets itself
developed...Be always yourself, your actual, natural self, but
yourself developad, corrected, improved into the very best you

are by nature capable of becoming”.

Elijah Brown gives this fine advicei-

"Improve yourself all you can by oulture mnd training, but be
eure it is your own self that you are improving. One of the great-
¢st hindrances to success in the miniestry is self-conceit. This
blinds a @man to the ability of othorn and gives him an exaggerated
opinion of his own...fnocourage your wife to tell you when you are

1.Gf.f}H.O.Fritl,'Flltninl Thcology‘%p-285ff-
2-J.Broadun,'?rnpgrntidh and Delivery of Sermons",pp.l49.15.
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baginning to fall into preacher ways, mannerisms, and faults of
speach, and don't turn bluo around the ears zhen she does it. We
would nll be botter prenchers if we would occasionally hava an
A-=ray turned on oursolves; our motives and the work wa do, Te
should pet all the lossons and hints we can from eriticiom when-
aver it comos, and whenover we discover a real fault we should
try to hit 1t squarsly hetween the eyes. An honast oritic is a
faithful friend,and happy is the man who has one"/

Ure.Fritz meintains that

“the grecteat problem in the Church is the pastor. *Like peoplo,
like pricot'.(Qualis rex, talis grex). A minister of Jesus Christ
should bocome groat by sarvica. This is a laudable ambition",2

"Calf=-diccovery", says ‘lardon,"is the initial otep in tha de-
valopmont of human possibilitles. True oducation is a system.of
secllf-rovalation. Solf~-discovery and self-inprovamant go hand in

hand®.

Floipnor roconmonds:=

"An imporiant step is to be fearless in your solf-examination..
Do not deal too gently with your own faults as you discover than,
Try %o he as candid in detormining your own short-comings as you
would ragard those of another person'. '

Clarke soys that

‘the great advantage of any self=study which shows us what are
our opecial orpanic defects and corresponding gifta and powors,
io thet it makes us both humble and hopeful., Self-conceit comas

from s vaguo imaginstion of possessing sonme great gonius or
superiority ond not from any aotual, precise,; knowledre of what

we are’.

Coleridgae snid that the majority of mankind are nowhare groater
strangers than at home, in the inner world of thair neture. And

eConmb adds that it is to this lack of salf-knowlodge that many

foilures in the pulpit are to be tracod.

l.%.8rown, "Point and Purpose in Preaching”,pp.130.153.26.
2.J.H.2.Frits,"Pastoral Theology",ppe«14.15,
Je0.8.larden, "“aking Yourself",p.J.
4.6.Xleiser,"low to Build Montal Powor",p.467.
Sed . F. Glﬂrko, "SOIf-Gﬂlturl' sPe 105.
6+S:McComb, "Preaching in Theory end Practica®,p.95.
Ye are rominded of the words of Robert Burns:a
"0 wad some power the giftie gie us,
To see ourselves as others see us',

|
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II. Physioal Self=COulture.

Every postor should at all times take proper care of his
Phyesical fitnese; and should strive to follow a sane and happy

mediun to preserve and improve his haealth, his goneral well-

being, and ﬁll of his physcial powers,

"S0 nany books®, oays J.F.Clarke,"have besen written on the
cara of the body and of the health, and 89 much ettantion hes
baen called to hygienics, that i1t io not necessary to go iato
datailoc. The body must have ito duoc exerdise, food, slaap, ba-
causs it in tho temple of tho soul. A certain cmoutitof out-of=-
door life is ‘necassary to bodily haalth, and without bodily
health how oan we have montol vigore..%o glorify God with our
body by kaaping it in good healthe..Bodlly health is the foun~-
dation of all roundad self=culture, all integral davolopnunt‘.'

Saye Dro.Fritgi=-

"% vocr oondition of health, o frail body, and a wealkenad
constitution will greatly interfere with the work of ¢ paster,
4 puator chould be a man who can ondure the phyeical strain and
hardnhipo which his work ocoupals him to undergo., He eshould
the2raofore give nttontion to regular habits of life, to diet,
sleap, aexercise, and recreation. lions sane in corpore sanoc...
7a owo it to God to take oare of our bodyeeosTho firct law of
heolth de-ands thet we conform to God'o law of regularity and
that wo therefore cultivate rogular habito of living. 'fodarn
conditions of life often make thio difficult, and therefore so
much tho more determination in this raspact is required. But it
io worth the offort. Yo should rather oseock to proevent illness
than t0 cure ity rather to preserve health than to restorec it'®.

las gl g T g vy .

T T T

Klaiser romerks that

"daily attontion to  physical exarcise is cssential to good
worke Everything you do deponds primarily upon your health. If i
the powers of your body are waak, you can not properly apply i
yoursaelf to mental work. Powar to concentrato has ito basis in
robust health. Give a few minutes daily to plaasant exarcise.
‘“alking io one of tho best forms of physical exaercise, ¢f done
proparly. Fresh air, sufficient and suitable exercise, proper
habits of aeating, and a due omount of relaxation and emuscment,
aro all of service in the cultivation of bodily vigor. You should
hava the wisdom to economize your mental and physical laboras by

judicious direction ané system”.3

liJrF.clarke,"5n1f-0u1ture',pp.55-36 .

2.J.H.0.Fritz, "Pastoral Theelogy",pe.2l. Ho also gives valuable
sugzeotions regarding the eare of tho body and health.

3+G.Kleiger,"How to Build “antal Power",pp.244.309.
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Elijoh Brown says that

"phyninel discipline is certain te suggest and promote physical
solf-renpect. The attitude of strength and dignity will soon make
a men feal the way he looks. The preacher should endeaver by fora-
thought ond prudonce to keep himsalf up to concert pitoh in
physical vigor”.!

feftorrs puts it thusi=

"The intellectusl man is always thaon in theo baest condition for
effagctive, vigorous, sustained montal effort, when his physical
viror is most noarly at ite height...7s must maintain, ao far as
we can, full health of body, if we would discourse to man on tha
thomee of tha Cocpel with any sucocens',

Je"ntoon hae these significant wordsi-

“ia it is the will of God that the Church should be fed and
gucrded by a human ministry, there is no man on the face of the
eert® who has suoh rasponsibility, on<¢ who oupht to take such care
of hinsel{, as the nministor of Chriot. And first he must ses to
his health, for the apiritunl prospority of a eongragation depands
very largely on the minister being not only sound in doctrine but

also nound in hedy".>

Phillipc Brooks advises pastors:=-

"Remamber that the care for your health, the avoidancae of nervous
wacte, the training of your voice, and averything alse that you do
for your body is not morely an ecconomy of your organs that they
may ba fit for certain works; it 1o a part of the sslf=consecratian
which cannot be divided, and which altogethor makes you ths medium
through vhioh God may reach His children's lives".

Finally, Hugh Black stateo:=

"The New Testamont never throws contempt on the body, but racon-
wands & wiso and sane treatmant, and nven when edvocating a higher
kind of disoipline does not denounce bodily training. Cleoar vision,
eand koan incight, and true faeling, and productive energy in eall
forms of ort depond on conditions of health of bodvy and mind and
soul. Haalth te a large extent dotarmines the officiency of our

livea®,

Tha bost form of physiocal axercise, according to the genaral

consennus of opinion, is Walkinge. The automobile heo diprlvod man

ok a rown, ng
2.R.Storrs,"Preaching Tithout Notes®,pp.83.85.
2«Jd Tateon,"Cura of Souls”,p.275.

4.Phillips Brooks,"Lectures on Preaching",p.4l.
5,Hugh Black,""The Praoctice of Self=Oulture®,p.39.

5
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t0 a groat extent of this Lnut and cheapest means of presarving
and stirangthening his physical woll-being. Pastors would scono-
mize time, nomey, and bodily energy, if they would ride less and
wallk more, sspecially when making hause=to-house calls and visit-
inz; their churoch-membars. ‘ush time saved by rapid trlnéportntion
@y ba offeet end mora than lost by weeks of illnesec brought on
by Reglaect of physical exercisa.

Broadus saye that

"o far ss p mon' s health ond vigor is concerned, a waek's
quiot walking is werth more then a week's travel on the cars,
thourh the letter should carry him thousends of nmilac?,/

FeBrown iu.right, whon he esays that bodily exerciso, and espoci-
ally wolking, has o highly stimulsting influcnce over the brnlnfl
Jardon advioes:

"If you want to koap yourself fit, in the pink of condition,
which means also ot your maxinum point of efficisncy, gat out of
doors more; exercise more in the open airj not too stwenuously,
but naturelly, normally, in a wholesome woy. Cultivatae the walk-
ingy hobit; breaths deeply while walking, and forget about your
problems and all other caras. Don't forget that the bow that is
alweys bent, loses the power to unbend”.

Bvory minister ought to have a lerst one therough examination
a yeer by his phbysician and dantist. He should slso take propar
care of his oyes, by avoiding ever-ctraining them and by oon-
sulting e good oocculict when his aeyes causs trouble or when
sufferiny from hendaches, for he must have good aeyes te be ablo
to study and to do his work efficiantly.

It may seem trite to mention tho importonce of cleanlincss

of the body, of the teeth, and of hie clothing.iA protor can

YeJ.Brondus, "Proparation and Velivery of Sormona“,p.isz.
2.%.Brewn,"Point and Purpose in Preaching”,p.76.
5«0.S.Harden, "ifaking Yeurself",p.285,
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hordly be too"fussy"about his person, although he should not ba
vein abecut his genaral appoarance,; beesuse of the tremendous
iuprassion for good or bad which our personel cppasrance makaes
upon othar peapla. Dre.Fritz' edvice is important:-

"fhe poator chould also give dueo attention to his parsonal
sppearancae {body and oclothes) and at all times and places ob-
serve good manners, the common rules of etiquetic”.!

ind lioyt warnsci=

“"hetover will offond a pure toste in person and dress should
be avoidad. The proacher has no right to forget what e is doing
until netural end plonoing habits ere formed. The preacher's
appeerance and smannor in the pulpit have no little to do with

perouasion®.?

The importanco of constant oheerfulnoos and optimism, as a
foosd pracervar and stimulant of robust hoalth, and also:-becausa
it incronsec a pastor's influence and popularity with the pnople;
can not be overotreassed, and the pastor will profit in every
way, if he follows the slogan:"Xeep on Smiling®.

Says "»:nx;dcm t= : !
"Gon't fritter away your édaergy in fretting or worrying about
enything; oonserve it for the main issue. licke every bit of foroce

toil in yosur life-work., 7hatever ic good of the mind is also
good for the body. Thoughts that inopire, thet oncourage, kindly
thoughto, arae ell hoaling to the body a3 well as to the mind",3

According to G.Xleiser, one should try to formp constan%, perna-

nont habit of oalm, confidant optinium:*

Ona physioal ergan in pertiocular the pastor should by no

neans nagleot to preserve, to ocultivate end 1np¥ovc, aes nuoch as
poesible. That is his Volee. 7ithout a good, pleasant, and well-

modulu:ted voice & preacher cannot impress his people with his

1. JlﬂuchftltS’?F‘ﬂternl ﬁl.o‘..‘! i:p 022 '
2,i.3.Hoyt, “FThe Work of Preaching”,p.290. :
JeQ.S.Marden, "linking Yourself*,ppe315.311.
4.G.Klaiser, "How to Succeed in Life";p.6S.
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negscpe, oo he oug»t to; and:the neglect of his voice may shorten

the tonurae of hie ninintry.'
E«.Brovn says, in regard to the voice:

"fhe voice hup no much to do with the effectiveness of the
precchling thaut very particular and constont attention ought %0 ba
fgiven to it. Tho proeoacher ought to look aftar his voice as gare-
fully as the voodman after his axa, or the farmer after his plow,
for it is the thing upon which the success of his miniestry will
largoly depand. A poor voice in about the poorest thing that ever
roas into the pulpit., That a spoeker needs is to strengthen his

erdinary conversational voiocae',2

.ofiorton wnrans that

"0o far as tho voice can be produced by caraful cultivation,
and modulated by study and practicoa, the preachor should see to
i% that, like @& good workman, ho shall never mar his neassags by

a flaw in the. instrument"
ind J.3urnat ssys that

“evan a poor natural voico, if the preachur has loarnt to
breathe proporly, to watoh emphasis, and to bo resilient in

intonation, can work wonders'.

TR, Semp—

Sroadus sdvises that

"wo oeok by goneral exercise and caras to form such habits of
spoach and bearing, that thero may be little need to give thenm
attontion whon aotuslly engaged in publie speaking”.

"ileson advises %o aim always at elearness, distinctness; pleas~

antnecs, fulneos, sincerity, axpressiveness, and naturalnescs of °
tone. And ne recommends dsgp breathing excrcises as sboolutely

nacassary for a good use of the veloce, as well as for gonoral

health.6

1.0f .l Sonmer,"Volce=Training for Speakers®(Concordin).
2.%.8ronwn, "Point end Purpose in Preaching",p.l2,
3eRsF.Horton, "Yerbum Dei",;p.274.

4e447% Burnat, "Plonding with ien",p.174. 3
S5«J+Broadun, *Proparation snd Delivery of Serzons®,pp.486.477£f,

6eUelie¥iloon, "aking the Most of Ourseclves”,p,24,
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“ush has béon written, and even morn can be seid, about the
moral qualities which should be found in every Christisn pastor,
end ahout the constant end rigid discipline rhich a minister
muat epply tec tho developmant of hio uhornuter.f; pastor should
at all timee be a porfect Christian gentienan, and he should ox=
hibit in himeelf to the highast degrse all thon; noral virtues
und raoquisitos which are demanded of all men by the ethiecal
stendardn of humen sooiety, and especislly which the lLord expeots
of ©ll ilin Ohriotisns, as fruitc of their faith and as avidoncas
of ¢ panctified Shristinn life. Tho pastor espoeinlly should
haod conetently the admonition of the Apostle Paul:-

f7hateoaver things are truo, vhatooaver things are honest,
vha tsoaver thiange are Just, whatsesver things are pure, whatoo-
evor things are lovely, whatesoaver things are of good repors:

il thore bo any virtuo, nond if thore be utny praise, think eon j
thece thin;n‘.f |

It 45 true, ose Ur.Fritz saysi-

"rsoaontially tha pastor does not diffaer from any other Chrisct-
iman, but in hio the Chrintian charactsr snd ths Chriatian vir-
tuas ought to be more highly developed: he ought to be an out-
standinz example of o Christian man among Ohristian men,lTim.%,12.
It zgooe without sayisg that a pastor should strive at all times
and in 211 pleees and under all ocircumstances to ba & perfeot

Ohristian gontleman".*, !

John Ruskin advised his audiencass

"See that no day pussan in which you do not mnke yourself a
sonowhat bettor oreature; ‘and in erder to do that, find out, first,
what you are nowe To not think vaguaely about it. Try to get 3
strength of hoart enmough to look yourself falirly iu the faoce",

1. ?hil.h,3, . -
2. J.H.CeFritz, Postoral Theology",ppelS5.17.185.,
3+ John Ruokin,"Sesameiand Lilies”,Introduction.
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DreFritz licto tha following morcl (spiritual) quelities which
ghould be fouad and devaelopad in a Lythnrugbpnntor: sincarity,
unselfishnaos, hunility, gravity, cheerfulnesn, purity, patienco
and endurance, faithfulneses. To easch virtue ho_nddn e brief,”
pithy oaplnnnti;n, and he oonoludaes with these worda:-

"the pastor deoes his work and un‘a his time with comparatively
little oupervision, but he should always be conscientious and
romauber that he is acc:untahle to God, ett,25,14-30",/
Drefefratzmann unum;raton the following qualifications which
should be found in every"eoul=winner", ond these ought certainly’
be found in the prstor to the higheqt degroe: huaility, self-
respoct, fidelity, veracity or truthfulness, uineuriéy. enthusi-
asu, dlligence, pationce, tact, self-donial, firmness, courage, |
affability, aonnoiontiounﬁ;an, politencss, dignity, chastity,
punctuclity, syup:thy. ind he cdds sucainctly:-

"These virtﬁon are usacldes without such thorourh undarstanding
as comes from s diligent study of the Biblo".

i% would lead too far afield, to desoribe all thaes virtues ° ]

_ @nd nmoral qualities in detail, but let ovary pastor learn to ;

know apd to dovelop-thom in himself by an intonsive and constant
study of the moral praecepts of the Bible, ond by reading some

goocd books on Christian Ethiéa? . ]

/f%nithrul and sincere passtors will agree with John Holl:-

. "In meny instences pastors might, without injury te themselves,

do or enjoy thet whieh would'offead'the poople. And in matters

of zaore personal gratifiocation, a true minlester will foerego ;
righte,; bogcause he is bent on duties. He will avoid that whieh, !
“though to him indifferent or innocent, yet would raise a preju-

dice against his nc-sago'iﬁ)

ledoliaC.7ritz, "Pastoral theology ",pelSe

2,F.B. rotanenn, "While It Pa Pay",piléef. :
JelisRou'e*Christian Ethica",is one of the best taxts,
4.John Hall"ged's Word Through Preaching”,p.24l.Noto.
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Gelleiner sayo:=

"Thore =re meny thingo which hove a etrenz and advantageous
influence over the whole moral side of our nature, by means of
which you can repidly dovelop your moral perceptione, Charactaer
io the discipline of self=restraint...The feelinge and emotions
can bz adugnted in one direction or another according to your
danire for excollance and perfection.s«It is highly important
that you examine them oritically and study to bring them under
propar control. Thae feolings which you indulge within yourself
aro tho feelinge vhich will grow and develop in your character',

"The preacher?, says 7".Gladden,"ought to be courtcous and a
indly man, with some genius for friendship, with theo power of
drawving to himself the old cnd the young, end the strangers
within and without tho gates, The qualities which inspire not
only rospact, but confidence and affeotion, are greatly to he
desired in a pastor".?

‘horndike has saidi-

"Iatellect 2nd character are strengthaned, not by any subtle
and gscy uetemorphoasis, but by the estahlishmant of partiocular :
ideas and acto under the law of hablt...The price of a disaiplined
intellect and will is eternal vigilence in the formation of ha-
Bit0evellnbhit rules us but it nlso naover foils us',

< AR RN TR

Tha pdator gshould at a2ll timos axordise and cultivate self-
oontrol, be calm and reserved, no matter what happens, and prove
hinsalf a naster of avory situation and especially of himaolf.
Ho should nevar lose his temper, naver sgcld or nag his peopla. ﬂ
The pﬁutor who loses his tomper and salf-control thoraby admits

defeat and fallure, and evontually forfeits the respect and the

forobearanoce of his ocongregation,

"Good temper",says J.F.Clarke,"results from oculturae and develep- j
ment of the higher faculties. It eomes from salf-control, obser=-
vation, experience, good sense, knowledge of one'as self and of
othorss It is the harmony of the soul belonging; to a well=balanced
character. Bad teuper is thao symptom of somne moral strings being
'jangled, out of tune, and harsh’, First you must tune y->ur in-
strument... acple of wilful tamperc are apt to baoome daospotic
and domineering".t

leGosXlaiser,"How teo Build Hontal Powar',ppe203.556.
2.%.Gleddon,"The Christisn Pastor,eta.",;n.73.

3« E«Thorndike, "Educational Fsychology",cheXV.
4.J.F.Clarke,"Self=Culture”, pp.287.291. 292,
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Tvery postor ohould constantly cultivete the beot of
human attitudee and kindly raolations towarde hic churgh-members,
his fnllonfpnntors, end towards 8ll men with whcm he comes in
contact. He should peresistontly guard against falling iato
vieious hahitn, against using offensive words and indulging in
evil pogain, loose and frivolous talk, carping oriticism, and
azainst obnoxlous conduot and aations. hather, lot every pas-
tor ba filled with intonse love toward God and his follow=-men,
and with holy and cnergetic zeal and enthusiasm for the work
of the.hord eand the welfare of human souls, and ho will grow
end meture into o strong, manly, attractive Christian character.
Hr.:althcr:e wvarning words should be heeded by all pastors:-

"Tt io worse to he a lukowor:= then n cold minister; it is
worge to he a lazy and indifforent minicter, who sarves in his
of'fice bocnuse it is the profession in which he is making his
living, thaa te ba manifestly ungodly. For when a minister,
thouzh not toaching or living in @ plainly unchristian manner,
is 5o nleapy, so void of all earncctness and zeel for the king-
don of Zod and the salvation of souls, thae inavitable affect
io that tho poor souls of his parishionsers hacoma infected by
nim, and finally ths entire congregation is lulled into apir-
itunl sleepsesOna of the most nocessary and important qualities
of a ninister is this, that he is animated by a sincere and
urdent zeal to discharge his offiea properly and asgsamplish
something of real value in the sight of God. A faithful minis-
tor must have definitoly given up saeoking after good times,
nonay and poscessions, honor and renowa, in this world., His
suprome joy =ust bo the assurance that his ladbor in the Lord
is not in vain. Daily and hourly the sigh, utterad by the eged
and upright Pastor Lollmenn in on of his beautiful morning
hymne, muet orisc in hie haart:-

'0 God, whoee bread is feeding mo, I
7ould I wore of some use to Theal “.

1, c.P.'.Wnlthor,'Propor Dinttpctlon bete.haw &% Gaspuli,pp.§57;579.
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Of ell forms of. self-culture, epiritusl gronth is the most
necevpary and important for a Chrietian pastor, ahsolutely es=-
sential to himpelf and of primary luportenco to hia,congragntiOn.‘
“ay avary pastor inscribe the worde of the Apostle Faul upon
hio henort, snd hang them upon the wall of his study:-

"Leat that by any moans, when I have preached to others, I
myealf should be a oastaway?,!

Only e physician in the best of hoalth and phyesique can inspire
conf'idonce ond gain patients, a;d a pastor nmust be in the best
of spiritual hoalth if he is to be and remain the spiritual
leadar nnd shopherd of Christ's sheap. Unless tha paetor daily
grous opiritually, he himself will gsuffer irraparable loss and
he will not bo imbued with the Spirit of Christ and £illed with
the [luly Ghost as'a worker togethar with Coed",200r.6,1.

It is true, only God can moke a maé, and also a pastor, a
true Christian baliever, but after his convorsicn man is to co=-
operate with the Holy Spir@tflno that by thae feithful use ‘of the
lioons of Grace tho_pantor hinself may grow into .robust spiritual
manhood, e should live in daily maditantion and prayer with His
liggtor ond Savior. To that end, he should have a definitoly set
time daily for the devotional reading of the Bible and feor ear-
nest and inportunate prayer, not only with his fawmily where he
must carefully guard against all mechanioal’holding"of family
devotions, but he should gomriune with his Lord alone in his

closet or study. No matter how busy he may be, he must not per-

l. 10.]’-9 270
2. Foruula of concord,nrt-II. ConeTrigle,pp.791 and 907.
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uit enybedy or enything to intorfore or deprive him of that daily
Privaotae hour vith Gods Every pastor should have the apirit and
follow the exowple of Luther, who saidi-

T hava so much to do to=-day, that T need saveral hours for
prayor in tho morning".

Luther snid that prayer is study, and his motto was: bene orasse
oot bene studuisse.
Ur."althor says:-

"%h, if you would seriously considar what a groat honor God
mosns t0 sonfar on you, you would go down ea your knaes every day,
Yos, avery hour; you would prostrete youreaelves in the dust and
exclainm with tho poalmliet: 'Lord, what is man that Thou takest
knowladge of him, or the son of men, that Thou rakest account of
himd'{70.144,3)s At tho eanme time you would recsive an incentive
from Goad'oc choice of you to surrender yourselves to the mereiful
God evary day eand every hour and say: 'lord, hare T am with ay
body and soul and all my strength. I em willing to consume thenm
all ia Thy serviea”./

The pantor hos not only need of prayer for things in gonaral, but
capacially for the important tasks which God has planced upon him,
as Dr."alther says, for example, that

"ivery ona of your sermons must be the product of hoartfelt
prayer”.®

"The man of God", eays Elijah Brown,"should be a wan who walks
and talke with Codses If some of us took more time %o pray it would
not tcke us so long to make our sermons, and there would be mere
power in tham after they wore made".”

Lot the still hour in tha morning", says CGerberding,"becoma a
fixed hahit of daily life. Then the ninistry cannot be barrem®.*f

Dre.Luther's advice io:=

"Go to thy closet and bend down thy kneas and very humhly and
sarnastly pray Cod that Ho may through His Son give unto thee His
Holy Spirit, who shall enlighten and guide thea and give unto thee
tha true undeorstanding. Ora et labora. Viel gobotet ist zur Haeolfte
studiert®,

1sC.F«ue"alther, 'Proper Distinotion,e%0s" ;De57s

26 1b:|.d,p.298. Uf.Gon.Thodlol.!on.,'-"e!..VTII.p- 10,

5.E.Brown, "Point and Furpose in Preaching',p.l43.

4.0.H.Gerberding, "The Lutheran Pastor®,ch.VII{("The Pastor in His
cleﬂ‘t")-
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As Cladden saysi=-

"The diligent preparation of the mind for tha heaveanly giftes
io the indispansable condition of the bestowmant of these giftc',

iho words of P.Fairbairn are much to tha point:-

“It may bo laid down ac a general principle, that the whole of
a minister's lahors should be intormingled with nmoditation and
prayer. Ho-should naver be simply a man of learning and study,
for this iteelf may becoma & onare to him; it umay even serve to
stend betwoon his aoul snd God and nurse a gpirit of wo2ldlinass
in oneo of its most refined and subtle forms, If he ba really a
nen of God, experiance will teach him how muoh, evan for success
in study, he noeds to be under the habitual direction of God's
presonce, and to have the direoilon of His Spirit. It will also
teach him how little he ocan prevail, with tho most careful pro-
paretions and astive diligrence, in regard to tha graat ends of
the minivtry, without the special wid of the Holy Spirit; how
when loft to themeelves, hio most zealous cfforts and best pre=-
maditatod disaoursos fall to the ground; and how often, amid the
couparatively groat and orderly events of ministerial employment,
he will himoelf err in counsel and do that which he shall have
ocancion %o ragret, unlese he 1s guided by a hirher wisdom and
sustainad by s stronger arm than his own. Continually,therefore,
heo the true pnstor to give himself to prayer; his study should
alno ba his'proseuche', in which he daily holds comiunion, not
only with tha hettaor spirits of the past and present through the
writtan pago, but with the Father of spirits in tha secret com-
nunications of lis grace and love'&

Dre.Jonott emphasizes tho matter thus:-

"7qa must assiduously attoand to the culture of our souls. 7e
muat sternly and sysctematically make time for prayer and for the
davotional reading of the Tord of God. "e nust appoint private
gensonn for the deliberate and porsonal appropriation of the
Divine 7ord, for salf-examination in the prasence of its warn-
ings, for self-humbling in tha presenca of its judgments, for
self-heartening in the presence of its promisas, and for self-
invicoration in thepresance of its glorious hopos. I am pro-
foundly convinced tiiat one of the gravest avils which beset .the
ninistry is a restlass scattering of enorgieos over an amazing
multiplicity of intarects, which leaves no margin .of time or
strength for receptive and ahsorbing eormunien with Gfode. ¥e are
temptad to be always'on the run', and to measure our fruitful-
nese hy our pace and by the ground we cover in tha course of the
waek. This high culture must not be governed by haphasard or
oaprice. There nust ‘be purpese and method and regularity, and

1.%.Gladden, "The Ohristian Pantor',;p.89.
2.P.Fairbairn,"Pastoral Theology",p.101.
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.¥ou nay dopend on it, that when you zive yourselves to soul- (
culture in this serious wey, it is & travail and not a pastime”.

Our preyer to the Throne of Grace ought daily to be:-

"Goma, floly Spirit, hosvenly Dova,
7ith all Thy quickening powers
¥indle o flama of snored love
In thaso cold hearts of ours.
Come, shod abroad a Savior s love,
ind thot shall kindle oura", <

Ae & rocent writor has remarkoed,

"it ie nccassary to omphasize constantly, that spiritual 3
growth 1o a prime factor in tha devaelopnent of a Ohristian leader"®,

]
Dre7altheor e constant prayer uwasi=

"llay Cod presarve unto us & pious miniatryl"
Usinz this famous quotation from Valthaer as his thesis, Dr.L.
Fuerbringer wrote & most excellent cssay, from which we quote:=

"“khon we are ooncarned about, and pray for, a picus miniotry,
wa mo2n a ministry which io spirituclly alive; for all trus piety i
is o fruit of spiritusl l1life. If the Church ic to show spiritual
lifa, the prstors nust radiate such 1life. By that is moant the
hiddon 1ife in GodsseThe true hidden life is tho life in God and
with God as found at all tiwes in the true servants of God. The
hidden life with Christ in God is pormanently a part of the office
of the minictry. .

"God's Tord is the lioly of Holies unto whioh they, tho pastors, ¢
ara to entar to meet with God ond to commune with Hime Yhon we
have ontored, the veil aloses after us; we are with Cod alonae.
But is that really the case? The tamptation ios aver present for
us pastors to read the Soriptures only'officially', only with the
thought of onploying whet we read in our official duties or to
anrich our theological understending. There is such a thing as a
profescionel reading of Soripture. Tooc conscious of our profes=-
8ion, we do net pormit God to draw near to our soul. The resulte
a mechanioal miristry. That is not an it ought to be. God wante
to speak to tha pastor individually. Hle does not want the pas=
tor's owun soul to starve and perish while he directs others aleng
the way of life.

"If we would commune with Cod 2lone, we mucst close the door te i
axclude all other voises. Then we shall hoar God speak earnestly g

i

g

1.J.n..zowot+.,"'m Proacher,His Life 8nd 7 rk" ,ppe62+64s

2.Fvangalical Lutheran Hymn-Book,N0e255.
3eF.E.Krotzmann,in Con.Theol.Mon.,VoleVIspe741,
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and in ell His goodnossjy thon God will open our eyes %o see our=
solvos v we ares then God will hunble and coemfort us; then God
will reveal to us the glory of Jasus and the limitless love of the
Father- alweys by means of the YWord., Sush study of the Yord of
God will lead the pastor to = clearer understanding of things and
will anable him to view them and timo and events sub spacie aster-
nitatio, in the light of eternity. When Cod speaks thus with us,
we cannot hut speak to God. lore and more we shall bacome men of
prayar, deily we will appear before God in prayer, without prayer
wva cannot live. Gale2,20.

""ithout the seorat of the hidden 1lifé it 1s inpomsible to be a
real preacher. 3y means of tha hidden lif'e the pastor will grow
in hise ability to disocharge his duties in these solenn and peri-
lous timen, He must take time daily to cultivate the hidden 1ifo;
otherwise hio 1life will wither away. Such daily intarcourse with
God will also phow 1tsalf in the pastor's daily life and conduct,
in hi- sermon wurk, in his Seclsorge, in his administrational
activitien, in his misslonary aotivity, in his home life, in his
examdple to his flocke That io thr socret of prescrving a pious

niniatry®,’
Hoyt soys:=
“¥ u must preach to yourself before you can preach to others”,

"fo live in the VWord",says H.F.7in:,"means to makas uso of it
as = thirsty men will moke usa of a epring of claar watar, &s a
starving mon will noke use of a losf of bread, as 2 oick man will
muke une of a healing remedy, as a dying man will make usa of a 3
nev lzuge on life. The ability to usae the Vord of God in this
fashion, 1o, after 0ll, the scine qua non, the chief, tho only
indispensabls roquirement of hin who would minirter to the souls
of mone Evon the -most brillisntly endowed, the moct lezrned, tha f
nmost eloguant, the most symputhotic-mirnded pastor who: does not
live his lifa in the Lord will fail in his attempt to'ourae'the

nouls of men'.

.
= ow o emll -
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varv Lutheran pastor should, therefore; always ba worried in

hie wpirit, as woo Adolf von narlcle, who ccnaotantly sighedi=
"If only my poor soul will be saved".t

The Apostle Faul means avery pastor, when he tells Timothy:-

“Take heed unto thyself, and unte the dootrinae; continue in them;
for 1n doing this thou shalt both save thysclf, and them that hear

thoeot,”

ls L.Fuerbringer, in uon.Thcol.Jon.,v.liVI.p.15rr.
2.A.8.80yt,"Tho York of Preaching",p.97.
JeHeFo7ind, in Cone.Theol.Mon,,Vol.VIII,p.251.
4,Quoted in Con,Theol.Non.,Vol.VI; D168,

5. 1’1‘1“04 16.
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Conolusion,
Uavid paid to Solomon:-"Re strong thorafore and show thyself
8 man aand keep the ocharge of the Lerd, thy God'J The Church
necds man and God wante men to.oarry oh Hie work, who sarve Hin
in ell sincority and faithfulnasa, Tho only groantness of a
pastor lies in faithfully serving his Master, in making the
ﬂosﬁ ef himself and of his God-given talonto, in growing fronm
doy to day montall} end epirituelly into a richer and more
usaeful lifo, faoithfully redeaming the tima and turning oppor=-
tunitiec into achievenent, in short, his great aim of 1life should
be tov bocome a better Christian end a mora aofficisnt pastor as
efach day :f hie 1life brings him new opportunities %o grow and_
to increvasc in all the qualifications cnd requisites of a
faithful stoward in tho household cf God. Only th; pastor who
strives to do his bast can look forward to the end of his min-
istry on earth with the comforting mnssurtnce that hie Master
will.relenae him Prom his earthly responsibilities niﬁh the
gracious revard of divine approval: "Yall dona, thou good.and
faithful oervant; thou hast beon falthful ovar a faw things,
I will auzke thee ruler over many thinge; enter into the joy

ad
of the Lord%,

l. lKings 2,2.5.
20 C*ntth.25,21-
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