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THE LIFE AND TEACHING OF JOHN THE BAPTIST

INTRODUCTION .

At the time of Luther the festival of St. Johm the Baptist 1) was one
of much outward celebratione It emphasised John's person much more than
his office, Luther sayss "Zuvor hat man den Johannestag gefeiert mit
Kronen, Johamnesfeuern und Singetinszen, wir eber feiern ilm wm Johan=
nes willen.," 2) John was honored for his life's seke 3), for his
olothes, for his food, for the fact that he drank no wine, beer or the
like, To make the lives of the saints the alleimportemt factor in our
admiration is tho wrong thing to do; still worse is it to make the sainks
medietors between Christ end us, which is the position that most saints
holde The Catholio Church however has made Christ such a harsh and une
merciful judge, that people think they must have mediators to approach
him, Eepecially the Catholics have made ever so much oqthe outward

1ife of Jomm by following his life of self-denial, speoial diets, his
fastings andfthe like. As John lived isolated in the wilderness, so they
live isolated in oloisters, chembers andthe like, thus .trying to gain
favor with God, but the true division of the Law sndfospel, which Jokn
set forth, they entirely neglect, |

It 41s not fn this spirit that one should study John's 1life, Indeed
his wonderful life is an excellent example for everyone, but onme must
never believe, that by such a life one may gain favor with God and even
forgiveness of sin. Indeed one should study the lives of such great
men, but at the seme time one should :feumber. that the faith, which
suoh men had, is the important matter, andll.n the case of great teachers,
it 18 their teaching which is more importent than their lives. The
word is important not the worke Luther sayss "Das Wort nicht die Werkeee.
1) Johammesfest,  2) Luther VII, 1606, 3)Math, 11,8,




Die Iehre nicht das Leben," 1) Soriptures says "As for me, this is my
Oovenant with them, saith the Lords my spirit that is upon thee, end my
words whioh I have put in thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy aedd.

nor out of the mouth of thy seed's seed, saith the Lord, from henceforth

end fowwver." 2) John pointed to Christ and was his herald and forerummer,
Thes for Christ's sake should we celebrate a John-festivaly that is, for

the teachings, which John set forth. John did not perform meny works, did
not do eny miracle, and yet he was the greatest prophet ever born of wo=
men, yet not because of his work, but because of his teachings and doctrines,
Luther says,that the 1ife of a men and his teachings are as far apart as

heaven end carth.3)

Thus it is the office of John, whioh we honor. Tpe office of John
was first of all to make the wox;ld humble, to call people to repentance,
and make them confess their sins, that is, to preach the Law, Secondly he
was to preach forgiveness of sins and salvation, the sweet Gospel with all
it's oomfort. Therefore he who reads Walther's "Gesets und Evangelium"
may do well to study the teachings of John at the same time, end he will
find it en excellent collateral reading for his study. Of course we know
that there are extremes on both sides of Gospel end Lew; ome person relies
on his worship'and his own good works, while the other keeps everything
for himself, "scharrt alles zu sich", and helps noone, does no works.
These extremes are naturally wrong and should be guarded against. John
divided ILew and Gospel correctly. The entire second part of this paper
hes been set aside for the teaclings of John, where also the Law and Gospel
diwision of John will be taken up.

8ince God even prophesied sbout this prophet; since God called John
the greatest of all prophets, let us also more closely study about him,

1) Luther XI, 2258, 2) Isalah 59, 2l. 3) Luther XI, 2266,
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I.JOHNK"'S LIFE .

PROPHESIES
The 01d Testement contains ever so meny prophegies of our great
Prophet, priest and king, Jesus. And this Jesus again called John a
great prophet, He even says, that none -other greater was born of waman
than J,hn. So also the 03d Testement has special prophegies about John,

which is not the case with other prophets.

g find three prophegies about J,mm, Type main one is found in the
third chapter of Malachai, the first verses"Behold, I will send my mes=
songer, and he shall prepare the way before mej and the Lord whom ye seek,
shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger. of the covenant,
whom ye delight inj behold, he shall come, sayeth the Lord of hosts." Tyat
this prophegy refers to John is proven by John's life, because he did pre=
Pare the way of the Lord, thus being His messenger; however we have two
passages in the New Testament, which directly refer to this prophesy,
MaleS,l. Tye first ome is Math,11,103 "For this is he, of whom it is
written, Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare
thy waey before thee," Here the prophegy is quoted by Christ Himself, speake
ing to John's disciples, whom Jghn had _aent to Christ from the prison. The
other passage we find at Mark 1,2: "Ag it is written in the prophets, Behold
I sent my messenpger before thy faee,whioch shall prepare thy way before thee."
This also directly quotes Mall.3,1s Still another passage, which also refers
to it, we find at Luke 1,76, spoken by the Baptist's father, in his Bene=
diotuss "And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest; for
thou shalt go before the face of the Lord, to prepare His way."

In the seame book of the Oyd Testament we find another prophesy about
John, nemely in the wery last two verses of the Oyd Testament, lal.4,6-6:

"Behold, I will send you Elijeh, the prophet, before the coming of the great
and dreadful day of the LordsAnd he shall turn the heart of the fathers to

E
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the ohildren,and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I

Oome end smite the earth with a ourse.” Reference to this prophecy we
find in the New Testement, in Math.17,10-133; "And His disoiples asked
Him,saying, why then say the soribes, that Elias must first come? And
Jesus answered and said unto them, Elias truly shall first oome, and re=-
store all things, Byt I sey unto you, that Elias is come already, and they
knew him not, but have done unto him, whatsoever they listed. Likewise
shall also the Son of man suffer of kthem, Then the disoiples understood
that He spoke unto them of John the Bgptist." A parallel we have at Mark
9,11-13, A more detailed reference to this Mal. 4 prophecy we find Luke 1,17s
"And he shall go before Him, in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the
hearts of the fathers to the ohildren, and the disobedient to the wisdom

of the just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lords",

The last prophecy to be mentioned is found in the fortieth chapter
of Isaiah, verses 35, I reads as followss "The voice of him that orieth
in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in the
desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be exalted, and every
mountain end hill shall be made lows and the orooked shall be made straight,
and the rough pleces plains and the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
and all flesh shall see it togethers for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken
1t." This propheoy is quoted in part in all four gospels. It is such an
excellent example of how the New Testament is the fulfillment of the 0ld
Testement, of how the Soripture proves itself to be true, that these ful-
fillments will be mentioned here.

In Mathew 3,3 we reads "For this is he that was spoken of by the
prophet Isaieh saying, the voice of one orying in the wilderness, pre-
pere ye the way of the Lord, make His paths straight.” St. Mark, in this
oonnection quotes this and the Mal.3,1 passage together, and especially

AT



mentiones that this prophecy has been fulfilled in John. He says chapter
1, 2«4; "Ag it is written in the prophnt;. Behold, I send my messenger
before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee. Tne voice of
one orying in the wilderness, prepare ye the way of the Lord, meke his
paths straight, J,hn did baptise in the wilderness and preach the baptism

of repentance for the remission of sins."

Luke elmost quotes the entire prophecy, chapter 3,2-63 "As it is
writton in the book of the words of Igaiah the prophet, saying, the voice
of one orying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his
pPaths straight. Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill
shall be brought low; and the orooked shall be made straight, and the rough

ways shall be made smoothy eand all flesh shall see the salvation of Godj".

In the last gospel, John chapter 1,23, John himself quotes this very
pPassage, when he was asked by the Levites and priests, as to who he was.
"He saids I em the voice of one orying in the wilderness, make straight
the way of the Lord, as said the prophet Isaiah," |

Thus we see what special interest God showed in this prophet John,
in having the prophets of the 03d Testement thus prophesy of him. If God
even did as much as to prophesy ebout him, why should we not study such
an important men, So now the announcement of his birth will be taken up.

e il 1



ANNOUNCEMENT OF BIRTH
(luke 1, 5-23)
A® a speocial angel was sent from heaven to announce the birth of
our Lord Jesus, so also a special angel came from heaven to ennounce the
birth of John the Baptiste This again shows that God considered him very
1rportent, so much so as to have his birth ammounced in this wonderful way,
8imilar to that of the Lord himself,

God also selected some special parents for this man, who was to be
Christ's forerunner. Wo read of thems "And they were both righteocus before
God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless."l)
What a wonderful praise for sinful mankind} A praise given to very few peoc=-
Ple in the Soriptures. Would that this could be said of the parents of our
children also. This praise is given to Zacharias and Elizebeth, in spite of
the faot that they were carrying a oross, which easily could heave tempted
them to be dissatistfied and murmur against God. In spite of their ege,
they had no ohildren, which was a sheme end a disgrace among the Jews.

"The superintending priest was one, on whom the snows of at least sixty
winters had fallen...sixty years was cmsidered the commencement of aged-

ness."})

The name of Zacharias means "whom the Lord remembered" or "sermon®,
from S7° R}Df\ Eliubethjjﬂl U % S\S means peace, not that God has
peace, but that we should find peace. Thus Zacharias has Elizabeth, that
is to say, where the word of God is, there peace is preached.2) Zacharias
belonged to the tribe of Aaron, of tle order of Abia, and therefore was
aj priest.3)

This ohristian couple lived at the time of Herod, the king of Judea.
This is Herod the @ireat, also called Askalonite, because he came from a

1) Luke . Chr
2) Eder:l:oie;lﬂhezl)dgtg; Time o 593\1:%%93 gﬁh.p.lss.
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0ity ef the Philistines oalled Askalon. He was a son of the Edomige,
Antipater, Forty years before Christ he beocsme king. He died 750 or
761 after the founding of Romee It was he, who so shamefully murdered
the children at Begthlehem,

By the special guidence of God it so happened that Zacharias was
blirning incense at the golden altar in the Holy Place. This was a very
special occasion in eny priest's life, as it would rarely happen, that
the lot would fall upon him, if ever, to perform this sacred act of the
priesthood, namely to go into the Holy Place. As was the regular custaom,
the people without, in the courts, were praying. It was sbout nine o'olockj
the hour of prayer. The préest performing the burning of incense was all
alone, attendants and other priests having withdrawm. Just at this moment

the celestial visitor comes.

The appearance of the angel was not a dream or something, which Zae
oharias sew in en unconscious state of mind, but it was an gotua]. appear=
ance, He saw at his left, at the south side of the altar, an angel, who
suddenly stood beside him. "The wondrous sight arrested his steps".l)

This filled him with fear. "That Zacharias was afraid, not glad, end obe
Jeoted to the angel's news, was psyohologiocally true end correct, had he
aoted the opposite, it would have been psychologically untruee. This is a
proof that the story is true."2) However the angel, as also in the appear=
ance to Mary, soon comforted him sayings "Fear not".3) And why should he not
fear? "for thy prayer is heard; and thy wife Elizebeth shall bear thee a
son; and thou shalt call his neme John,"jThe prayer heard was not that,
which he was just then praying, as Ps.14,7, but his private prayer for a
sonel) This shows that Zaoharias must have been gonstantly praying for

a son, An example for everybody, to keep on pl;ading with the lord, as did
Jacob,when he fought with the Lord, Zacharias ko-pt on pleading with the Lord,

1) Pahling:Life of Christ, peTl. 2)Edersheim;Life and Time of Jesus,p.l38,
3) Luke 1,13. .
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even though it humanly seemed impossible that he should have a child,
88 he end his wife both were of old age.

It is to be noted that the angel here further prophesies about the
Baptist, giving many more details about him than the prophets in the 0ld
Testament had givene, As with Josus, the angel also here gives the name of
the ohild, nemely John. This child is to bring joy to his parents, not
heartaches and grief. But not only that, he is to bring joy and gladness
to many3 many are to rejoice at his birth, not only hj.a relﬁtivoa, but
many others also, as his life shows.

The reason why John should be a joy to all, is that he shall be great
before the Lord. This is a tmue end real greatnessy may this also be our
ambition, that is, to be great before the Lord. We all wish to be great,

but 15 it not too often the wish to be great before men, rather than the
greatness before our Lord? To be great before the Lord often means to be
emall before men, as also was the ease with John. The angel éays he shé.ll
nelither drink wﬁe nor strong drink, That is. he shall drink neither wine
nor'any intoxicating beverage made from fruit besides grapes. This is ace
oording to the vow of the Nagarite of old, as given Numbers 6, 2 and <33
"when either man or woman shall separate themselves to vow a vow of a Nese-
rite, to separate themselves unto the Lords He shall separate himsddf from
wine and strong drink....neither shall he drink emy liquor of grapes, nor
eat moist grapes, or dried." Ve read of only three Nasarites in the Bible,
Semson, Samuel end Jom the Baptilt.l) However, what is to distigliah this
man most from others, is the fact that he will be filled with the Holy Spi-
rlt. even before his birth, from his mother's womb

And this child is to have a wonderful work., "Many of the children of
Isreel shall he turn to the Lord their God."2)Thus he is to preach repent-

anoce and oonversion.a thing,which was much needed in Palestine at that time.
1fe o Chriat.p.’fl.

2) luke 1.16.



And the engel already here indicates that this ohild is to be a ful=
fi_lllnnt of a prophecy, nemely of the Mal.4,6-6 prophecy. He is to go before
the Lord in the spirit of Ellas, and is to turn the hearts of the fathers
to the children and the discbedient to the wisdom of the just.l) His main
mission is to be "to make ready a people prepared for the Lord".l)

Zecharias hearing this joyous news, took it to be too good to be true,
end oould not believe it, but doubted it, even so much as to ask for an out-
ward sign, "The faot t'l.hat Zacharias asked for a visible sign, made his
doubt different from Abresham's and Manoah's,"2) However this request for
@ sign was answered quioker than he perhaps expected, for the angel soon
amounced to him, that; he was Gabriel,(whioch means the might of the strong
God), who stands in the presence of God, and that Zacharias will be dumb,
until the fulfillment of the tidings. Thus he had to step before the people
and oould only signal with his hand to them, that he had become dumb, at
whioh the people marveled. This was a dumbness "whioh however was not ceused
by a stroke of apoplexy or by terror, nor was it a state of prolonged stupe=
faotion, but it was a mireculous penalty, H r the reason that the glad tie
dings were not believed. Ip the ooﬁrse of a few minutes three miracles have
been noteds the eppearance of an angel, a prediction of an -xtraordinary
event and a miraculous dumbness."3) Thus we see the men, of whom Luke had
Just i'eportod, that he was such a christian old man of God, fallen into the
8in of doubt. Before this his faith seemed so firm, even in the face of
disgrace and shame, and here he falls, when his prayer comes true. However
this is also a lesson for everyone, to remember, that one can never be

too sure, one must always be on the guard.

£3
) FehlinatLifeof Cnrliet;—peTl. 1) Luke 1,17,
20 FahlingsLife of Christ,p.72e 3) FahlingsLife of Christ,p.78.
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CONCEPTION
(Luke 1,24-56)

About John's conoeption the Bible tells us thiss "end after these
days his wife nlizebeth oonceived, and hid herself five monthi. seying,
thus hath the Lord denlt with mo, in the days wherein he looked on me, to
take awey my reproach among men."l) What the angel had prophesied to Zachae
rias was already being fulfilleds The Lord's grecious time had come, and
the aged wifo conceived, through a mirscle of Gode A8 @& result of this she
hid herself for five months. That is, she had no sociel intercourse with
the outside world, but stayed at home, This was not because she was ashamed
of her pragnancy. Prof, Houor writess "Elisebeth verbarg sich, weil sie in
ihrem GlHok alloin und ungestBrt sein wollte, woil sie darliber nechdenken
wollte, Hitte pio sioh geschimt, hitte sie mehr Ursache gehabt in den letze
ten Konaten sich zu verberzon."9or. Kretzmann sayss "Though the faot was not
yet knowm,(namely her pregnancy) even to her intimate friends and relatives,
she was ewere of it, and she wanted to escepe the pittying glances, to which
she had nover become acoustomed, until such a time es her hope would be
beyond doubt, when no more reproach could strike her "3) Eligabeth tekes
all this as the gracious workings of her Lord, seying that He has looked
upon her to teku eway hor reproach from among men. Fruitfulness was a proe
mise of God to His people, "end I will make thee exceeding fruitful, end I
will moke nations of thee,"4) For this reason children were oconsidored as a
partioular blossing of the Lord, emong the Jews.6) However barrcmmess was
oonsidered as a great reproach, as a disepproval of God emong the Jews, It
is said of Hanna, the mother of Smel.%faring reproach for this cause.6)
In our modern day 1t ie in ever o meany oases turned about, that it is oone

sidored a shame to have ohildren, whioch of couree is unsoriptural, however
for Elisebeth her ocnoeption meent a real deliverance from reproach and shamee.

Avoiding the blessing of ohildron is en evil of the western world, egeinst
whioch orientel missionaries may do well to warn their christisnse The devil

T{WT.‘H;!F‘ 2) Prof, Heuer in a Referat on John the Baptist
38) Dr,Kretemann:N,T, Commentary

”Mg 53 Exe26,6, Lov,26,0) Ps,127,3, 6) 1 Sam.1,6,
: POV :



« 11 -

is elways buey, trying to influence them to copy the evil habits and
Sustoms much rather than the good onese

It was during this time that Eligabeth received a noffle visitor in
one of her relatives., The Bible statess "And Mary erose in those days and
went into tho hill country, with haste, into a ocity of Judeh, end entered
into the house of Zacharias, end saluted Flisabethe And 1t ceme to pass
that, when ©ilizabeth heard the salutation of Mary , the babe leaped in her
wombs and Eligebeth was £illed wit;.h the Holy Ghostj and she spake out with
@ loud voice end gaid, Blessed art thou emong women, and blessed is the
fruit of thy womb. And whenoo is this to me that the mothor of my Lord
should come to me! For 1o, as goon as the voice of thy salutation sounded
in mine ears, tho bebe loaped in my womb for joye And blessed is she that
believed; for there shall be a performance of those things, whioh were
told her from the Lord."l) So one of Fligaboth's relatives had alsoc ree
oeived wondorful glad tidings through an angel, namely that she, Mary,
should become the mother of the Seviour, Jesuss As soond as Mary arrives
end greets Flisabeth with her salutation, e miracle happems, John leeps
in his mother's womb, The engel had told Zacharias, that the ohild would
be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother's womb, This word
was here literally fulfilled, It was, @0 to say, John's fl rst service to
his lLord, thus teking place, before neither he nor his Lord wore born. In
all these things we see the miraculous hend of the Lord. How can any moe
dern oritios try to explain it all as a regular ocourse of nature? However
the Holy Spirit also is upon Eligebeth, for she speeks wonderful words, end
shows that she fully understands the situation, She realiges that Hary is
to be the mother of the Lord God, end thus rightly oan: hor blessed among

women, She considers it a special honor, that the mother of her Lord and

Saviour comes to her, and she humbly submits ell honor to Hary, even though
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Mary is o young relative of hers, She understands that the leaping of the
bebe, is aleo a leap for joy, the babe realiszing the presence of his Lord.
8he cells Mary blessed for believing, and au.aurea her, that thﬁgs will
surely come to pass. All this must have strengthened Mary in her faith
Soncerning her son., iWhat Eligabeth sald here was "an oﬁtpouring of sub-
1ime éenthugiesm”, she was filled "with the gift of divination end prophewy,
her words therefore were an unrestrained utterence under the influence of
irresponsible feeling. Herstatement is & fine bit of exalted peetry." The

Grook readss
;y,}a n. J(ﬂ), Tv [///W/dffll/ ,e,(( ;zf/)/ﬂ/mf/ys 0 /f’/ﬂ/‘a.s Zrs /(Mf/au doy;

Kl o5y weoe Toire, (4 EAM ﬁﬂbf}y 2 /W//W/W”/””‘%D
The {act that John here leaped in his mother's womb for joy of his Lord,

helps to prove the possibfility of little children believing in their Sa=
viour, If John already that early knew of his lLord, even granting that it
was a miracle, why should not little children believe when they are baptized?
Believing, even in an adult, still is a miracle of God, vhy not take it for
@ possibility with little children?

Mery stayed at the house of Elizabeth for three months. Whether John
was born during t}is time or not, cannot be dofinitel;.r stated. It seems
that he was not born during this time, as the Soriptures mention nothing
of Mary being present at the time, These two women undoubtedly spent bles=
sed three months together, speaking of the special grace the Lord had bles-
80d them with., Especially could they have interesting consultations, as they
both understood well, who their future babes were to be, by the revelation
both through the angel's words, and also directly to them, <WA4l has been
said so far, all took place even before John was born, next comes his real

1ife, his birth,

1) Luke 1,42-43
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BIRTH AND CIRCUMCISION
(Luke 1,57 = 79)
Now came the time, when Elizabeth did not hide herself anymore, for she
was soon to be delivered; her reproach was to be taken from her, for Soripburo
says "she brought forth a son,"l) end this was the birth of the great man, of
whom this treatise sposks. Of his birthplace the Encyclopedia fyyff says: "The
last of the prophets and the 'forerumner! of Christ, was born in a ﬂa’}fsj;c;cfd,
(1000rding to rabinical tradition, at Hebronm, but according t9h.n ingenious mo=-
dern interpretation of the phrase, Jutta), in the beginning of the second half
of the year 749 A.U,C.."2) The Encyolopedia also spys,that Christ was six months
younger than Jghn. In this connection Dr, Kretzmann sayss
"The text expressly states that the Lord had made great his mercy upon
Eligabeth; it was His favor and grace that was here made evident. And eve-
rywhere there was rejoioing with the happy parents. On the eigth day,
those that wore concerned in the festival ceme together, chiefly the rela=
tives, for this was the day of ciroumoision, according to God's command, at
whioch time the neme was given to the child...Their unanimous opinion was
that the neme of the boy should be Zacharias 'conative imperfect or imperfect
of repeated action', #4/\ovv , not that this had been a binding custom a=-
mong the Jews, but because the only hoy would fitly bear the name of the
father,"3) :
"Ordinarily the head of the family made all arrangements; but in the house
of Zacharias it seems the relatives and friends had matters pretty well in
hand, inoluding even such important details as selecting the neme,

It is true there were certain wellknown Johns of priestly line, thef last
of whom had been murdered by Herod about twenty five years before.(John Hyr=
oanus II, 30 B.C.)"4)

However Elizabeth soon interfered with this procedure, saying with a definite
note:s "Not soj but he shall be called J,hn."5) She undoubtedly had learned from
her husband all that the angel had told him, end she wished to obey the words
of the Lord. This seemed peculiar to the people, since there was no such name
within the entire family of Zacharias, so they turned to the father for further
information, However he was still dumb and they had to make signs to—him, He SO
4a-turn intimated that he wished a writing tablet. This was undoubtedly a waxe

tablet, the kind whioh was in use at that time. The writing was done with a stylus.

207+ 2) Encyclopedia Brittanica, about 1900 Edition.
: lhtninme::) Commentary,N,T, Vol.I.2.}4) FahlingiLife of Christ,p.85-86,
I‘uk. E ) :
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And then, enother miracle happenmed. While writing, Zscharias at the seme
tine spoke, saying "his neme is Jghn". This was a definite statement, which
left no alternative. Thus the punishment for his doubt was again removed,
the Lord showing mercy again. This is alWe the way of the Lord, He shows
His meroy after Ho chastens. The people wondered at all these things, There
wes reason for wonder. "A dumb zaohariaa. an unusual birth, a singular imw.
end the sudden recovery of speechesurely a suffioient cause for e religious
awel"1l) This was the people's ﬂrs"l: intimation, that this ohild was indeed

&n exception, but they were soon to hear more about him,

The name which the Baptist here receives,at his ciroumcision, also is
of significance, as it megns grace from God. The Greek Lexioon gives it thuss
\§S1T7” and g_] 5’|":' to whom Jehovah is gracious.(al. whom Jehoveh has

graciously given), Germ. Gotthold3"2) Luther says of this name; "Johannes
aber auf HebrBisch heiszt, Gnade oder Gynet, aus keinem unserm Verdienst,
sondern eitel Gnade und Gynet Ggttes. Das sagt auch St. Paulus, Rém. 10,153

'Wie mdgen sie predigen, so sie nioht gesandt sind?'"3)

Several strange things have thus far already been noted, which took
Place in the story of Jehn. His birth was amnounced by Gabriel, the mother
of the Lord visited his mother, he is born of parents in their old age, the
neme given him was not used in his father's femily so far, his father has
become dumb, and now he suddenly is able to speak again. This was so strange,
that the people were filled with fear, However, Zacharias himself again shows
his devotion to his God, for he immediately praises God for His mercy., All
tilil pointed to an uncommon future of the boy, so that the people say with

wonder; "What manner of child shall this be?"4) So we also now ask, what

7eyinner of child shall this be? and try to look oloser into his life and teache

ing, Iuke states;"and the hand of the L,rd was with him,"4) Dr. Kretzmamm says .

off these words: "This sentence sums up the whole history of John's childhood
and antioipates some of the later developmentse' §)

W‘t,p.ﬂ. 2) Thayers Greek Lexiocon of N,T.
3) Luther XI, 182. 4) Lyke 1,66, 5) K.etzmamsCommentary,N.T. Vol.I.2(§
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Next in the story follows a wonderful hymn of praise by Zacharies, also
9alled the Benediotus. "It is oalled the Benediotus on account of the opening
“fd in the L,tin version."1) Much could be said about this Benedictus., There
8re the so-called eighteen benedictions, "Tye benedictus of Zacharlas,steeped
in the 01d Testament language, is at the same time a commentary for the oore
Te0t understanding of the 01d Testement Messianic promises."l) Sermons have
been written on the Benedictus, Luther wote some on it and also other come
ments on the passage in his works. Only a few remarks shall be made herej they
will be limited to statements concerning Jghn especially. ¥hat Zacharias here
8peaks, is not his own wisdom, but as is expressly stated, he was filled with
the Holy Spirit, From the very beginning all glory and honor is given to God.
"Zachariad'last words were of unbelief (now after dumbness) his first words are
of praise; his last words were a question of doubt (now) his first words a
hymn of assurance »"2) He speaks as though thé.ee things have already taken
Place, nemely as though the Saviour had already come, and had saved all mane
kind, The horn of salvation is not John, which Lyther expressly states, but
it is the Lord Himself. Horn, in Hebrew means, power, defiance, ruleg L,ther,
Gewalt, Trotsz, Herrschaft, Christus ist unser Hgupte"S) Zacharias here has
his song couched mostly in terms end phrases of the 0ld Testement, which of-
ten speaks of the Christiens' enemies, from whom he is delivered by the Mes=
siah, of the promises made to Abraham, being fulfilled, that God remembered
His oovenant,all of which points to salvation through the Messish. Since .

We are delivered from our enemy, we may now serve God without fear, "in
holiness and righteousness before Him, all the days of our 1ife,"4) This is
& perfoot desoription of a New Testement ohristien, As Paul also stateds:"And
that ye put on that new men, whio h after God is oreated in righteocusness and
true }iolineaa.“s) Luther uuya of this last section, trenslated by Dr. Kretze

mann;
"Thet he(Zacharias) snys, He would deliver us from all our enemies

must again be understood, that this kingdom is in battle and in the
midst of the enemies; but they shall not win, but logse; andthis de=
liverance and salvation shall serve, that we serve Him eternally withe

I}Famﬁgaﬂﬂa ol Christ,p.87=88, 2)Edersheim;Tye LIfe and Times of Jesus,p.lE8.
8) Luther, XL, 2266. 4) Lyke 1,76 &) Eph. 4,24,
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out fear....,tho word 'without fear' enoloses that we are sure of the
Bood of this life and of that yonder, For a christian is sure and cere
tain that his sins are forgiven, though he still feels themj; he is also
sure, that death cannot harm him, the devil cennot vanquish, the world
oannot prevail against him," X# 1). _
The last part of the song of Zacharias is of more interest here, as it
speaks directly about J,hn the Baptist. This part of the song may be termed
"A Hymn of Propheoy". I begines "And thou ohild, shalt be called the prophet
o ’ ~”
of the Highest."2) Prof, Houer remarks about the word K. nOnr /%, 'shalt be
/7 o
oalled thuss " K« As(7vdfetc meint®gzenannt werden' wenn es fuer £(VK( gea
braucht wird,"3) This is spofjen to the little ohild, Jghm « He is to be called
the prophet of the Highest, as L ther puts it, & servant of the Most High,
Demely the Lord. J hn was to be a prophet "in the highest end fullest sense
of the wordZ", This, Christ later on also bore out,when he said that Jghn
Was even more than a prophet, that he was the greatest ever born of women.4)
His 1ife's work would consist in going vefore the face of the Lord, as a true
herald, to prepare His way before Him, as the prophets had said.5) That John
is to go before. the L;rd shows, that someone will follow after him, namely
"
the Lord Jesus. Luther sayss "
"Johannes sagt sozusagen, Weichet beiseits, gebt Raum, gebt Flats,
der Herr kommt, Den Weg bereiten helsszt, Das Volk su dem Herrn hinasufe
flhren, Diesen Herrn und KBnig empfBngt niemand, er sei zuvor also ge=
demfitiget, dasz er von sich slgbst garnichts halte. Die Welt will ver=
dienen, ebgewinnen, aber J hannes sagt, Nein. Wer sich als Sfinder bekennt,
hat Johannes Stimme gehBrt."6)
Another offioce, which Jghn is to have, is "to give knowledge of salvation
unto his people by the remission of their sins."7) After Jghn has prepared
the people by their repentance, he will also preach forgiveness to them,
"John is to come and give the people of God a knowledge, which is not bo be
& knowledge of sin, of wrath, of death, but a knowledge of salvation, that is,
such preacHing, from which one learns, how to be saved and delivered from
death end sin, That is an art of which the world kmows not one word."8) This
kind of preaching is possible because of "the tender mercy of Gods whereby the .
Day=spring from on high hath visited us."®) The mercy of God burns against us,

He is filled with meroy, by which the Dayespring, which is the morning star,

uther X1,2 1,76 3) HeuersReferat on Jghn 4) Math.ll,9.
8) I8.40,3;5 Mal,.3,1, 6)Luther 7)Luke 1,77
8 mthl'. X11I B, 2707, 9) Luke 1‘ 78,
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the light or sun, namoly Jesus Christ, hath visited us. Although 1t is

.11 mOroy, yet there is merit there, but it is the merit of our ster,

nemely that of Christ, That great L,ght, 1o give light to them,

that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feect .'m-

the gway of peace."l) The glory of Christ is to bring 1izht to those

in great darkness, as also is set forth ‘byl Isaleh; "Arise, a=kse; shineg

for thy light 1s come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon fhno. For
bdhold the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the peoples

but the Lord shall arise upon thee, and His glory shall be ‘ueen upon thee,"2)
Even those, who have reached such a darkness t‘}nt they are in ths shadow o‘f
death, shall find o way of peace for their feet, by means of the gospel,
"Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God, through our .
Lord Jesus Christ,"3) Prof, Heuer has a few remarks of note for this passage
88 yet, spesking of the knowledge he says: "Er soll die Erkenntnisa. des
Heils wirken,ds Heils, das da beatahf in der Vergebung der Sfinden,(denn

80 ist wohl O*wz’)y/Ot;(S v dgsrsc D}aﬂdrla}lf Avr@d am besten zu raa-sen)
Luther; 'wo Vergebung der Sfinden ist, da ist auch L, ben und Seligkeit,'
Nioht nur Gesetz predi’en, sondern auch Evangeli'um. Wﬂd}ka £A r005

ist herslioche Barmherzigkeit, die Vergebung der Sﬁndoﬁ."ﬂ The Daye-star
mentioned, Prof. Heuer refers to the same picture ﬁeed in Gen.24,17, where
the Lord is called the star of Jgoob, end in Mel.4,2 the sun of righteousness.
Luther especially mentions, that here with 'giving light to them that are in
d“hle": by no means is meant Christ, descending into hell, but it is meant
in the seme wey as I1s.9,2 "that people that walked in darkness have seen a
great light; they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them

hath the 1ight shined2) namely a 1ight of salvation, This he says is o make

U8 80 sure "dasz wir uns weder vor Teuflel, Slinde, Tod, Welt, noch vor allem

Unglick flrchten dfirfen,"5)

1} Iuke 1, 79, 2) 18.60,1<2, 3) Ro. 5,1, : s
4) Heuers Referat on J hn. 6) Kretsmern;NsTv—Velvie.~Luther XIII B,2709.



"This cortainly means as I think, outting off all merit and good
vworks from the forgiveness of sins, in order that no one may says
I have carned iteeecesssThe remigsion of ains has only one reason,
because G,i is merciful, end out of such mercy end has sent and
given his Son, that he might pay for us, and we should be seved
through Him. Therefore it reads thus:forgiveness of sins is not
the result of our merit, nor f#¥ of our good works, but of the
8incere meroy of God, that He has loved us of His own free will, We
had with our sins carned the fire of hell, but God looked upon us
with His boundless mercy. That iz the reason why He sent His Son,
and for the sake of His Son forgives us our £ins."8)

Of this entire hymn Augustine writess

"Ch blessed hymn of joy and praise} divinely inspired by the Holy

Ghost, end divinely pronounced by the venerable priest, end daily

sung in the Church ol Gode Oh may thy word, be often in my mouth,

and the swoctness of theom, always in my heart] The expression thou
usest, are the comfort of my life; and the subject thou treatest,

of the hope of all the worldi"7)

Luther seys of this passages

"Also siehest Du, dasz Zacharias, mit den allerfeinsten tiorten,
das Evangslium und Reich Christi, mit allen seinen Friichten, Fare

.ben und Eigenschaften, auf das allermeisterlichste ebmalet, dasz

€8 86l ein iort und Reich der Gnaden, Vergebung, Friedens, Freude,
Sicherheit, und alles Gute. Gott gebe, dasz wir es erkeunen und
empfinden. Amen."8)

@) Luther, x111,-4, 4709
7) Augustine, iy Kretfzmann, N.T, vel. I 270.

8) Lyther, XL,2266.
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PREPARATION OF JOHN

"And the ohild grew, and waxed strong in spirit, and was in the de- !
sert t111 the day of his showing unto Igrael."l) This first remark refers :
to hig physical growthy that he, as a normal child, grew stronger, gained
in stature end weight, soon after his first months of infanoy begen to walk \
end to speak, as is the natural case with children, The statement, 'thet he
waxed strong in spirit', already explains itself, that it refers to his

. 8piritual growth. As was noted before, his parents were devout christians,
and as such, they naturally also taught their son the Word Of God as they *
had it, namely the old testement writings of Moses and the prophets, espe- '
%lally the knowledge of the coming Messiah, whose forerunner he was to bes
As the Bible stetes, that already before his birth the Holy Spirit was with
the child, we may here take it, that already from his early youth, the boy
John was being prepared for his great task, his life's work, namoly to become ‘

the forerunner of the Lord Jesus,

That John was in the desert, refers to his life as a Naszarite, to which
the engel alreedy pointed before his conception, saying that he "shall drink
neither drink nor strong drink".2) Another statement referring to John's

mode of 1iving in the desert is found in Mathews "And the same John had his
raiment of camel's hair, end a leathern girdel about his loinsjy and his meat
was loousts and wild honey".3) Dre Kretzmann well desoribes this peculiar mode

of living of John thuss .

"John was an antitype of Elijah, the great prophet and preacher of Israel,
both as to his personal appearance and bearing eand as to the peculiar dife
fioulties, under which his message went forth, 2 Kings 1,8; 1 Kings 19,
10, His raiment, his usual clothing was not a complete dress or oloak,
but a covering or garment thrown over the shoulder, woven out of camel's
hair, a rough, uncomfortable protection against the elements. It was held
together at the loine by a leathern girdel, without ornamentation, His
main artiocle of food was locusts,an edible species as.named in Lev.11,22:

("Even these of them yo may eat, the loousts after his kind, and the beetle

I) Take 1,80,  2) Luke 1,15. 3) Math.3,4¢
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and the bald looust aftor his kind, and the beetle
after his kind, end the grasshopper after his kind.",still used as
meat in the Easts legs eand wings stripped off and the remainder
boiled and rossted. To give at least some variety to the diet, or to
serve for sustaining 1ife, when locusts were scarce, John used wild
honey, such as was deposited by bees in trees. The austere, ascetic
@ppearence and mode of 1ife of John corresponded with his method,
which enjoined renunciation of the world and repentance."l)
(The two Kings passages mentioned above say that Elijah also was a
hairy man, wearing a leather girdel, that he also lived at the time,
when the people had gone away from the Lord.)
Beoause of his selfdenial and peculiar 1ife John oreated much atteméion.,
Dre Walther sayes "Durch das Leben in der Wlste, mit Heusohrecken und Honig
8ls Speise, hatte Johamnes schon das Aufgehen auf sich gelenkt."2) John made
splendid use of this opportunity to preach unto the people, Who ceme to see
him, both the Law and the Gospel did he preachs Thus he 1lived in the desert
with suoh peculiar clothes and food, until the time ceme that the Lord called

upon him to open his public ministry.

It is Luther's opinion that John was about eight years old , when he
went to the desert, to live there, According f:o Dr, Kretzmann, the wilderness
in whioh John lived was chiefly the mountainous wilderness southeast of Je-
rusalem, toward the dead sem, but also the wilderness of Judea and in the
valley of the Jordan, "It was the unoultured wilderness stretohing forth
from Jericho to the fords of the Jordan and southward to the shores of the

Bead 8¢a."8) For John, says Renan, "it was natural that a man of his des-

tinies would lead a hermit life or the like, desert, etc."4) "John was in
the desert, assuredly npt in order to learn from the Essenes, but to attain
religion in lonely fellowship with God, what they sought externally."5)
Some writers mention the Egsenes in connection with John.

"The Essenes or Therapentae, were grouped near the birthplace of John,

ond the Eastern shores of the Dead Sea."6)

"The Essenes were an obsoure, ascetio, Jewish order of men of monastioc

end canmmunistic tendencies, numbering about 4000 members at the time of
Christ,..They were outside of the pale offthe church of God."7)

Eretzmann;Commentary,N.T. Vol.I, 3. 2)Walther

Fahlings Life of Christ,p.135. 4) RenansJesus and the Apostles,p.95.
Edersheim; L&fe and Times,p.260. 6) RenansJesus end tle Apostles,p.95.
FahlingsLife of Christ, p.l34.
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Then John s also mentioned in connection with India. It is said of him, that

+be lead there th 1ife of a Yagl of India, olothed with skins etc,."1)
The teachers of the young were also at times species of Anchorites,
(Josephus Vita 2)s sogmewhat resembling the ‘gourous' of Bralmenism, in
“ faot might there not in this be a remote influence of the mounis of India?
Perhaps some of those wandering Bhuddist monks, who overrean the worlde.e
might have turned their steps toward Judea, as they certainly did towards
Syria and Babyloh," :
Babylon had been for gome timeﬁ a true foous of Buddism,.Boudasp (Bodhisate
Va)was reputed as Chaldean, and the founder of Sebeism. Sabeiem was as it's
etymology indiocates,(Notes the Arsmesn word seba, origin of the name of
Sebiens is synonymous with Gu7r:§co ) baptism, that is to say, the re=-
ligion of many baptisms,-the origin of the sect still existing called
'Christiens of St, John' or 'Mendaites', which the Arabs call el-Mogtasila
'the beptists'."1) :

Several more comparisons are found in & Germen Zeitschrift,

"Die Lebensweise-Beschreibung kommt von der griechischen Pythogoras

Blographie des Diogenes Leertus...Das andere Beispiel ist der Kyniker

Menedemus, Josephus sagt Menedemus lebte noch strenger als Johannes."2)

Der slavische Joseph.~"Demals aber wandelte ein Mann unter dem Juden in

wmnderlichen Gewlndern, indem er Tierhaare an seinen KBrper geklebt hatte,

wolmmer er nicht von seinen eigenen bedeckt war. Aber dem Antlitz nach war

or wie eoin Wilder."2)

"nur eine Paralolle (findet sich) zu der evangelischen Notiz Wiber die Lebense

weise des THufers, das ist die Beschreibung des Jacobus des Gerechten bei

Eagesipp.(r-}usebius he 06cl.II 23,4e6,) " 3%

Josephus placed himself (yr.53) in the school of an ascetio momed Benus

(Vite 2) who presents the grentest resemblance to John the Baptist and

who was of his school."4)

We note that John's youth is desoribed in the ome single verse, Luke 1,807,
The Encyolopedia says of this verses "Ciroumstances of his (nemely John's) ear
1y years summed up in the single oiprelsion at verse 80, Luke 1."5) "Even
less ebout the first thirty years of 1ife 1s lmown of John's youth then of
Christ,"5) The Bible,in only a few words desocribes his mode of livingj nor
is 1t of great impoi'tance. It does not belong to his dootrine, yet there are
6ver go many, who have made this nart of John's life the most important factor.
They have mede it a dootrines they have made the outward life, the work, the
self-denial the great importeant factor, which all comes down to the seme old
orror of seeking salvation through good works. Already at ChriSt's time, John's
omn disoiples asked Christ why it was, that His disoiples did not fast as

did John's,7)Later on seots and societies formed, who tried to live the life

I) ReneniJesus and the Apostles,p.94=96, 2)Zeitsohrift flir d.N.T.Wissenschaft,V.32)
Pe72=T3, 3)The same, pe75. 4) RenansJesus and the Apostles,p. 167,

8 )Bnoyolopedia Brittanica, 6) Edersheims Life end Times,p.260

7)Mat.9,14-173Mark 2,185 Luke §,33-35,

Ty



L

of Jolm in the desert, but not following his finger pointing at the lamb of
God, as the Saviour of the world. Also the Catholios were guilty in this
respect, which Luther strongly opposed, as mentioned in the introduotion of

this paper,

In the seme‘Zeitschrift'quoted ebove, there is another remark, which
shows how Josephus left all of these outward matters of John's 1ife almost
Untoushed 4in his writings, in favor of his teachings. The section reads:

"Josephus hat in seiner Arch#iologie auch dem Thufer Johannes ein kurses
Kapitel gewidmet XVIII 5,2, Da betont er aber fast ausschlieszlich die
Lehre und 18st die Taufe fast wie etwas NebensBchlioches hinsutreten, Vonm
der Kleidung und Nahrung sagt or kein Wort, Vielleioht hat er davon
niohts gewuszt, sonst hBtte er gewist diese Merkwlirdigkeit siinen. Lesern
nicht vorenthalten, wie er entsprechendes (spiter) an Banus stark
herausstrich,"1)

1) Zeitsohrift fUr die neutestementliche Wissenschaft, Vo0l.32,1,1933, p.TS.



JOHN BEFORE THE PUBLIC 1)

Saint lLuke gives the dotails as to ths time and place where John the
Baptist bogan his proeching, Ho writess "Now in the f£ifteeth year of the
reign of Tiberius Caecar, Pontfiue Pilate, beling governor of Judes, and Hee
¥Yod, boing tetrerch of Galilea, end his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea,
and of the regicu of Trachonias and Lysanias the tetrarch of Abilene,Annas
and Gaifiphns boing tho high priests, the word of God ceme unto John, the
8on of Zacharias in the wildorness."2) Tiverlus Ceesar sucoeedad Augustus
forteen ycars after Christ's birth, and this boing in the Pifteenth year of
Tibertus, is thorofore the twonty eigth year after Christe John was at't:gine
thirty yoars of are. The innas here mentioned had baen placed in off'ice by
Cyrenius (Quirinius) 8 4.7, but had been deposed by Velirius Gratus, after
bolding offico 7 - 14 AeDe Gratus appointed thres others in sight of three
years, Ismaol, Eliasar, the som of Annas, ard Joseph with the byename of Caie
Phase This Caiphas was the head of the society of sadduceese Although Annas
was deposed, he still had much influence ameng the Jews, lercd II was tetrarch
-0f Perea, thus the lord of Josus.3) His first wife was the daughter of king
Aretus of Arabise From this women he dfvorced himself and married the wife
of his brother Philip, In the yoar 39 ho was gent into exile by Carigula, to

Lyon,Gaul, and later died in Spain,

Philip was tetraroh of Iturea, His wife wasithe daughtor of his brothor
Aristobulus, Herodias, which later Herod the second enticed from him, He was

the beet of the sons of Horod the Great. He died about 34 A.D,

Pontius Pilate was the sucocessor of Velirius Gratus, as procurator of
governor of Juden, in the year 26 A.Ds As such he represented the prooconeul
of Seria, in Judea and Samaria, In the yoer 36 A.De he was put .into exile at
Viemne Gaul, and is supposed to have died in en mcocident thero in the Rhome,

in 100, According to Fusebius he took his own 1ife, =ibilene was a seotion of

qmmmmn 1,283 John 1,88,
2) Luke 3s1e2, 3) Luke 23,7
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land in the socalled hollow Syria, north of Damaskus,Luko mentions this
Lysinias of Abiline, beomuse the distriot which Philip governed afterwards
formedhart of the Jewish territory. The land of the Jews was d_jvided by
the Romans in districts as followss 1. Judea, which Jerusalem as the main
oity, direct under Rome, with a proourator; 2. Gellilee and Perea; 3.
Ituren ang Trachonitis, and 4. Abiline. The Encyclopedia gives the place
of John's preaching thus: it was "in the wilderness of Judea, the wild d
distyiot botween the Kidron anqkhe*dead sea, near Jorden;"]l)Otherwise not
ﬁﬁph 1s mentioned as to the place where John preached. Luke states that
he preached 4n all the region oq%he Jorden, Mathew says, in the wilder-
ness of the Jewish land, while Mark only mentions the wildermess, John
mentions Bathebara, or other reading, Bethany, and also Enon at Salim.
It was in this wilderness that John began his life's great work, namely
to prepare the way for his Lord, with his main theme: "Repent ye, for
the kingdom of God is et hand. " 2) He was a great and powerful preacher,
8 real herald, proclaiming both the Law and the Gospel, giving individual
attention to the different people, who came to him in great numbers., He
dld not fear any o#ﬁhem, but boldly testified the truth., His preaching
also hed a great effect, #¥ we read that many repented and were baptigzed .
of him, The doctrine of his preaching will be taken up in the second part
of the theses.

1) Enoyolopedia Brittengioa
g) Mat. 5. 2
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JOHN BAPTIZES CHRIST 1)

Among the many people, who came to John to be baptised, also came the
YOry ome, who makes the great benefits of baptism possible, namely the Lord
Josus Himself. This was a few months after John started his sctivity. "It
8eems that John, whose ministry began in the wilderness of vJudea. in the

‘neighborhood of the Dead Sea, had graduslly asoended tle E1 Ghor, the Jore
den velley, and now reached the most Northern point of his activity"2) about

twenty miles from Nazareth. This must indeed heve been a great day for John,
to be privileged to baptize the Lord himself. He hesitated in baptising Him,

but after tle Lord's excellent explenation, he baptized Him. After baptism
he witnessed the manifestation of the Holy Trinity. This took place six -

months after Johm had entered his ministry, as Jesus wes six monthsg youne

ger than John, John was "at tls very height of his evangelistic career",
when the Lord came to him, to be baptiged. Jesus ceme to John in a friemdly
Way, to become emioably acquainted with John, not as the Phardsees and
Sadducees, who were rejectors of God's counsel. "Of the mode ofthis baptimm
no details are given."3) This baptism, whioh John here performed, was of
8peocial significance and will be taken up under a gpecial heading in the
seoond part of this thesds. '

21-22
1)Math,.3,13<17; Mark 1,911 Luke 53,2223,
2) Pahling; Life of Christ,p.140
3 n n n non P01410
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JOHN'S ACTIVITY AFTER CHRIST'S BAPTISM 1)

The work of John was not completed with the baptism of Christ, as
+ 8ame think, but he did much preaching after that event, His preaching
this time emphasized the sweet gospel. John had created much attention
in Judea, for the Pharasees sent a delegation to him, to f£ind out more
about him, John gives fine testimonies, pointing to the Lord as the only
way to salvation, and emphaaizihg that he himself is not the Messiah, but
thet Christ is the centre of all salvation. So the pharasaioc party had dee
termined to take measures apgainst John, but it had no effeot, he overcams
the temptation, whioh they brought before him with the question about the
purhﬁoation.Z) In John three we find another reforenoé to plece. John
had moved up the river into Semaria, mear to the boundary of Galilee. Here
was the town of Salim, This place is mentioned in the 0l1d Testaments
"And’'Jecob ceme to (Salim) Shelem, a oity of Shechem, which is in the
land of Canaan, when he came from Padanaram;"’s) Seven miles north of
S8alim is Aenon, a place which has many apringe; Edersheim has same ree-
marks about somc of these plecess
' "There oan be no doubt but that the Buptiit must either have orossed
into or else that Aenon near Salim was aotual within the daminion of
Horod.(In a footenotes:)'Aenon may even have been in Perea itself.= In
that case on the Festery bank of the Jordan.' It was on that ococasion,
that Herod seiged on his person, and that Jesus, who was still within

Judean territory withdrew from the intrigues of the Pharasees and the
proximity of Herod, through Semaria into Galilee,"4)

Af_ these pleces John gave his last testimonies, as his enemies were already

elosing in on hin.

; 1;. John 1,15-365 3,22«36, 2) EdersheimiThe Life and Times of Jesus,p.654.
3) Gen.33,18, - 4) Edersheims; Life andTimes, p.667,
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JOHW'S IMPRISCNMENT 1)

The burning geal, the coursge and sincerity of this great preacher
Qould not continue very long without interforences Mark telleyd uss "For
Herod hi~gelf had sent forth and laid hold upon John, and bound hir in
P_l'leon for Herodias' sake, his barther Philip'a-wife. For John ﬁad said
unto Hered, 4t 48 not lawful for thee to have thy brother's wife,"2)

Dre Kretzmann calls this "a laconic account of sordid baseno.ss."s)

Horod, a totrarch, only called a king in these passages by courtesy, was
openly living in sin, whioh in German may well be expressed thus: or lobte
genz unvergchémt in offonbarer, zﬁgellogzer Huwerei, One may say that he
oommitted a tripple offense against the aixf;h oamandment, _und at the same
time also grossly tronegressed several others, In the first place Herod

had e wife of his own, He was logally married to the daughter of -Az'etus.

the king of Arebia, however this wife he rojected, and divorced himself

from here In the socond place, he not only took unto himself a new wife,

but he enticed away fram his halfsbrother Philip his wife, end brought her

to his palaoce, where he lived with her in adultery openly. In the third place,
this women, Herodine, whom Horod took %o wife, was his nieoce, a.nc*thoﬂrofoto
the Eneoyclopodia Brittenice correctly says that it was an.-*inoootﬁono marriage” .
She wes tho daupghter of Aristobulus and Berenice. Herodias "!"oadlly left her
rightful husband and ceme to Herod, thus showing her adulterous tharacter,
She brought with her a deughter, Salome, "jo "equalled her mother in ghame-
lossness’i4) It wms she, who performed the indecent dence before the guests

of Herod at the feast of his birthday. "Josephus also obnour_s in this histo=

Fy and mekes mention of Herodias by neme, es the wife of hi‘a ﬁrother. whom

" Herod had rmarried upon divoroing his former lawful wife. She was the deughter
‘of Avetas, king of tle Potrian Arebienss end which Herodias he. had parted from

her husbend, while he was alive."B)Herod was a reel pleasure-seekerj his philee
sophy of 1ife may be sumed up with the worde of ITsaiahs "And behold joy

ark G, 3 o13,065 Luke 3,19=20, 2) Hark 6,17
8) Eretsmarns Commentary,NeTe Volel pe78ef 4) The same, p.78
8) Isaiah-32,35, The Works of F. Josephus,trans.by Whiston,Hist.Ec.,1ib.l1,11.
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end gladness, slaying oxen, and killing sheep, eating flesh end drinking
wines Let us eat end drink for tomorrow we shall die."1)

"He had resided for some tire at Machaerus, a strong fortress of the Jews,
West of the Nead Sea. But he built Tiberius, on the sea of Galilee, as his
capital, filling it out with all the luxury, that he could devise."2)

John the Baptist did not hesitate to gseverely reprimand Herod for his
holinous sin, He in plain words told him that it was not right, that it was
against the law of God to do such a thing. However Luke tells us, that John
also reprimended Herod £O§ 6ther sins, whioh he committed besides this
shemeless adultery, Luke sayss "But Herod the tetrarch, being reproved by
him for Herodias, his brotler Philip's wife, end for all the evils , which

Herod had done, added yet tfue above all, that he shut up John in prison."3)
This ehows that John also reproved Herod for his misdeeds of injustice, orue
elty end luxury. To pvt an end to this reprimending and reproving, Herod put
innooent John in prison for the present. However this was not only Herod's
personal ideas, to imprison Johne The shameless Herodims, his wife, heted Jomm
1ike poison and would have killed him, but she could not. Reflections cast
upon her, were all the more severe for her, because she had to admit her
guilt. King Aretus, her father deolared war against Herod, to take bloody
revenge, for the insult cast upon his daughter, This war would have perhaps
been the end of Herod, had not the Romans taken the matter in hand and pro-
temted him, Luther says of this affairs
"It so ceme to pass that Herod the king, was living in open, welknown
offense, for he had the wife of his brother Philip, who was still living,
with him, as his lawful wife, This was to John a disagreeable business,
sinoe he, thoough his preaching was supposed to rebuke all offense and
turn the people from it; for that was his calling. Therefore he does what
a pious preacher should do, he is not concerned about the fact that Herod
is a king, but just as he rebuked other people for their sins and admo-

Righed them, thus he rebukes and admonishes Herod also, and says that it

4s not right for him to have his brother's wife. This displeased Herod

very much, and the harlot still more, for she was troubled, lest the ser=
mon concerning her bring fruit. For this reason she lay in wait for John
end would heve liked to kill hkm, but she could not, Herod also would gladly

saieh 22,13, 2) Kretzmanns Commentary,N.T. Vol.I,195,.
8; Luke 3,19. -
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have done if, but he was afraid since he sew what testimony and
praige Johm had with everybodye For that reascn, since John would
not desist from his rebuking and adminishing, he caused him to be
arrested, and put him in prison, in order that he would no longer
%all out so openlye"l)

Edersheim gives a threefold motive as to why John was imrpisoned, thuss
@s Herod was afraid that John's influence may lead to rebelliom.
be Because John had deolared his marriaje unlawful,

G, Pharasaic intrigue oaused Herod to fear John. 2)

Acoording to Fahling, Josephus also believed that Herod was afraid
of a rebollion.

"Probably in early spring of 28 A.D." was John imprisoned.
"In addition, Josephus suggests that Herod, 'lcst the great
influence John had over the people might put it into his
power and inclination to raise a rebellion's Ant«XVIII."3)
The feot that Herod was afraid of the people, kept the bloodthirsty Hee
rodias from gaining her point of putting aside John. Mark sayss "Therefore
Herodies had a quarrel apainst him, end would heve killed himj but she could
not, for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a just mean, and en holy,
and observed him; end when he heard him, he did many things, and heard
him gladly."4) Herod was between two fires, the people on the one side,
and his shemeless wife on the othere Dr. Kretzmann seyss
“inoidentally, Herod, as is the case with meany a weak character, felt
the influence of the mightier and morally greater mind, Herodias had
no soruples of any kindy she was determined, she frankly sought to kill
John. But feeble, vacoillating Herod was between two fires, the people,
on the one hand, esteeming John as a prophet, and Herodias, on the other
hand, demanding his death, In ti® mean time Herod, in more than cne ine
stence, gave heed to the words of John, end many a word which he heard
from the mouth of this fearless exhorter caused him to hesitate and
think twice before @ mmitting further lawlessness. Thus matters ceme
to'a deadlook, while John was kept in prison at Machaerus."5)
Josephus says, "whose testimony there is no reason to(doubt)question, the
Baptist was committed to the strong fortress of Macherus." 6)Machaerus is
South of the Dead Sea, sbout two and half hours Northwest of the ancient
Kiriethaim. An excellent fortress. The ruins of Machaerus show the judgement

of God. Everything is in ruins; the dungeon is still there.7)

1; Luther, XIII a,1162., 2) Edersheim,Life and Time,657-658,
8) Pahlings Life of Christ, 198, 4) Mark 6,19-20, 5)KretzmannjCommentary,
N.T. 701.1.195. 6) EdersheimsLife and Time, 658, 1) The same, p.661.
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Many & sincere cohrlstian, serving his Lord faithfuliy, fearing not

Sven the kings and greatest officlals, must suffer, just as did John

the Beptist, not very often in the srme messure, but "meny an unbeliever
and ememy of Christ is trying to stifle the volce of his oonscience

by decds of vlolense against sincere Christianse " 1) This imprisom-
ment of John ulways is a consolation to missionaries, when the enemies
of the rospol onnose them, when they use lles and slanders against them,

all of whioh is nothing compared to vhat John the Baptist endurad here.

1) Kretgmenn: Cormentary, N.T, Vol. I, 282,
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JOHN'S MNESSENGERS TO CHRIST 1)

While John was in prison his aotivities as a preacher were not alto-
géther halted. We may take for grented that he preached to those who were
in prison with him, inoluding prison- and gate=keepers, and perhaps even
offiolals, perhaps even Herod conversed with him at times, as the Bible
states that he 1iked to hear him, and that he listened to him. However,
this we definitely know, that John still kept up instructing some of his
disoiples, who had not as yot joined Christ, following Hime. At one time,
when John had pointed out Christ to his disciples, two of those, who had
heard Jesus speak, followed Him..In John's gospel we reads "Again the next
dey after, John stood, and two of his disciples; and looking upon Jesus as
He walked, he saith, Behold the Lamb of God} And the two disoiples heard Him
speak, and they followed Jesus."2) However, others of John's disoiples
were not as yet followers of Christ, but were holding on to John, They had

no full understanding of Christ's messege, end they looked upon Jesus and

' His work with rather jeolous and disapproving eyese3) Dr. Kretzmenn sayss

"They could not distinguish between essentials and non-essentials;

they felt that the austere life of John the Baptist belonged to the
subsitince of e moral life. But many of them hovered about Christ and
reported to John, what they thought worth while. The great miracle of
the raising of the young man et Nain made a deep impression upon scme
of them, and they hastened to the prison of John, and gave him a report,
ooncerning this last miraculous deed. John now thought the time ripe

for a last efifort to lead his diseiples to Jesus, with the question"

a8 to whether he was the true Miessiah or not. 4)

In this way John lead his disciples to the real Saviour, thus proving hime
8elf a real herald of the Lord, even shortly before his death, for this is
the last of John's aots recorded in Soripture. Jesus gave these diseiples
such a wonderful answer, and also special praise to John.' of whioh will be

; déglt with later in the paper,

1) Luke 7,18-35; Math,11,2-19, 2) John 1,35-37, e .
3) Math.9,14; John 3,28, 4) KretzmannsCommentery,N.T.Vol.I, 303,
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JOHN'S BEHEADING AND BURIAL 1)

The sadest of all the sins end orimes of Herod is that of the murder
of John the Baptist.It was the latter part of March ofthe begimning of
April 29 A.D.?) when the "hé¥en-enkindled end shining lamp of John the Bap-
tist was suddenly quenched in blood."3) The consoience~less man does this
heinous deed at the occasion o#his birthdeye. A desoription of this event is
ghven by Mark,who gives most details, as followss
"And when a convenient day was oome, that Herod on his birthday, made
@ supper to his lords, high captains and chief estates of Galilee; and
when the daughter of the said Herodias came in and danced, end pleased
Herod and them that sat with him, the king said unto the demsel, ask of
me whatsoever thou wilt, and I will give it thee. And he sware unto her,
whatsoever thou shalt ask of me, I will pive it thee, unto the half of
my kingdome And she went forth and said unto her mother, what shall I
akk? And she said, the head of John the Baptiste And she came in straight-
way with haste unto the king end #ffd asked saying, I will that thou
give me by and by in a charger the head of John the Baptist."4)
Herod, in these lines, is only by courtesy called king, he was not as yet a
king, but he wes expeoting to soon receive the title of king, from the Roe
men emperor. for this reason he was celebrating his birthday with special
ﬂ:yld at this time. Lords, high captains and ochief estates were invited,
that is, state, oivil end military officials and the scoially important
persons of Galilee were invited. It was a great celebration, with muoh luxe-
ury end costly show, much eating emd drinking, and various forms of enter-
tainments, after the oriental customes This was a convenient time for Hero=
dias; it was just the time she was looking fore She still had the evil
grudge apgainst Jolm, whom she so far had not been able to kill, but now
she gaw her chance to let loose her bloodthirsty hopes and plans. When the
feast and celebration was at it's height, the guests having had plenty to
drink, so that the mind was all the more ready to weloome indecent pleasure,
Juet then Herodias intppduced a special number, not on the progrem. She had
her daughter Salome appear in the banquetehall, and there dance "with recke

less abandon and shamelessness."6) This dence was pleasing to the hearts of

TK 0,21-203 Mate 14,06=12, 2) Fahlings Life of Christ, 334,
8) Farrarslife of Christ,I,384, 4) Mark 6,21-26. 5)Eretzmanns ComeNT.I,196.
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Herod and those who wore reolining with him about the tables, and
"anriea away by the sensual appeal of the dance™), Herod promi‘sed the
demsel that he would give her anything she may ask, even if it would be
half of his kingdome. And to add to the senseleseness of the promise, he
Sonfiirmed his promige with an oath. A wicked oath, as he swore in uncer=
tain things; and a senseless oath, for the girl may have Just as well asked
for Herod's own head. Undoubtedly in that oase he would not have taken the
oath so serious as he did here. This is"a true exemple of maudlin, ematory
generosity", as one commentator calls it.:) Now the scheme of Herodias was
revealed, She informs her daughter, who mmes to her, and wants to know what
to ask for, to ask for only one thing, namely for tho head of John the Beptist,
According to Mathew, she may even have been instructed beforehand by the
Herod family as to what tola_sk for. Luther evemn thinks, that the whole act
had been planned beforehand. He sayss "Herodes hat’s zuvor mit der Herodias
besohlossen, dasz Johannes sterben sollte; dooh musste soloher Mord heimlich
seln vor der Welt."3) "Herodes, Herodias und die THnzerin verstanden die Spra=
che wohl, dasz die Hilfte des E8nigmeichs so viel heisst als Johannes Haupt,
die GBstc verstandsns nicht,"4) The damsel returns to the hall in haste, with
@ quick step, as though it was the greatest joy in the world to make her re=
quest, Without conscience and without shege, she asked for John's head to
be brought to her on a large serving-platter. Edersheim says, the answer
"hisses out",tle head of John the Baptist.5) These are gruesome words, to be
spoken by a young girl, a "request proffert with a cool, pert impudenca al=-
most outdoing the mother" .6) Luther sayss
"Thus tle hypoorits in our day also-doj they murder the innocent, pre-
tending meanwhile, that it must be done because the people refuse to re-
main with the Christian Church, Very wells Persecute thou the word of
God, blaspheme thou His holy name snd kill the innocent, and adorn thy-

self aftorwards and say, I have done this for the sake of God's word
and neme. Wilt thou kmow, what thou art? Thou art a child of Herods he

is thy father,"3) :
The reaction and the result of all this was the execution of the great prophst.

ommenteary, oTe Vol.1, 78, 3)ILuther, XIII, 2730
n nn n “.196 4 n n n 2”'
8 L e . W mawmo " "]96 §) EdigsheimsLifs and Time,I, 672,
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Mark desoribes the terrible deed thuss
"And the king was exceeding sorryj yet Hr his oath's sake end for
their sakes, which sat with him, he would nct reject her. And immediate=
1y the king sent an executioner, end o mmanded his head to be brought;
andihe went and beheaded him in the prison, end brought his head in a
oharger, end geve it to the demselj end the demsel gave it to her mother.
And when his disoiples heard of it, they ceme end took up his corpse,
and ladd it in a tomb."l) Mathew adds thie "and (they) went end told
Josus,"2) :
If one takes Luther's viewpoint, that the whole affair was plenned by
the Herod femily beforechand, then one must take the faoct that Herod was
sorry, only es a sorrow of a hypoorit. Dr, Kretzmenn says: "Herod....was
80rry, toushed for a moment with regret, and because, for the once he rea=
11zed thet he had been tricked, yet his foolish rash repeated oaths had been
heard by the guests, and the cowardly tyrant feared their oritiocism,"3)
No matter which view one takes, the sorrow of Herod oould not have been
sincere, as his next aotion showad. There may have becen same gasping sbout
the tablas, when they heard the terrible request, because he wished to keep
his promise like a msn, or as a gentlemsn, which usually is what is given
for an exouse for such evil oaths. Or as the Chinese would say "because he
did not want to lose face," He did not wish to offend the shameless Salome,
did not want to meke a joke of the affair, and so the adulterer became e mure
derer, "the ghastly speotacle was enected to the bitter end."4) Thus a
"ruler's adulterous union was ocmented with a prophet's blood."5) The king
commended an officer, who was a courier and at the seame time the exeoutioner,
to behead the innocent John, end soon the gruesome soene took place in the
palace, the hoad of John the Bgptist was brought in on a large platter, and
handed to the shameless demsel, who brought it to her bloodthirsty mother,
in her private room. "The young woman truly was a match for her mother in
depravity; Her indecent, sensual dance is paralelled by her ccol acceptance
of the horrible gift. The olosing chapter of John's careers His disociples
took the dead body e nd burled it, efter which the?notﬂ.ﬁed Jesus, probably

with the intention of warning him,"6) For Soriptures sey, that when Jesus

1) Mark 6,26e29 2) Matl.14,12 3 Kretmm.oo?'ménta'fy.g;za.v'?l.l. 78

n n "
8) Parrar; Life of Cprist,I,387 : B : n & et "'1%-19.
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heard of it "He departed thence by ship into a desert place."l) ™Waht
"What a depth of pathos and a wealth of suggestion in the three words
‘and told Jesus'." 2) Stoeckhardt sayss

"What here is related of the court end court=life of king Herod

1s a faithful pioture of the world, of the life of the world, and of
the lust of the world. Tne smooth, pliant children of the world aze
for tho most part, even when they pretend to be honorable, what He=
rod end Herodies were, harlots and adulterers, snd if not murderers,
yet thieves, perjurers, deceivers etc. But the chief sin of the world
is this, that she will not listenm to admonition, that she spurns the
word of God, and is angry against those whd_warn her against destruc-
tion and perdition. Wherever the world, even the apparently decent,
oultured, fashionable world, celebrates her festivals, there the delights
of feasting, of reveling and drunkenness, are endulged in, there one
finds swearing, blaspheming, oursing, there gembling and dancing emnd
rioting are the order of the day, and wine and passion infleme heart
and mind, There a dissolute, godless oonduoﬁ#a in evidence, the lust
ofthe dg%ga, and the lust of the fleshs the pride of life, And the end
of thedelight and joy is often murder, the shedding of blood, end
other great shame and vice,"3)

Luther has several, spocial lessons, which he draws from this sad story,
whioh are worthy to be noted here, He sayss

"Now this is the most importent point, that we learn two things from
John, The first is for the preacherg.Whoever is in the office of prea=
cher, $honld not estéem his Iife dearly, but do the Y7 work of his oall=
ing, and freely, without dreadl rebuke whatever is offensive, That is
well pleasing to God, and therewith, we read in the prophet Ezekiel,
everyone saves his own soulj for else he must give account for the

eins of those, whom he does not rebuke, as he should do by reason of
his officeeseeesThe other point is not only for preachers but for all
Christians, that we learn # g especially from this example, that God
is not evilly inoclined toward tis, even though he permits us to be per=
seocuted, to come under the oross, and to suffer all the stress...He that
wants to be in the kingdom of Christ dare not be afraid of the oross
end death, For such is the testement of the Lord Christ, and he,Christ
Himeelf has entered thus into the kingdom."4)

"Therefore let noone have a terror concerning suffering and oross.
Let noone envy the persecuters of the gospel, that they are enjoying
honors, are great end mighty.For oross and suffering is the only way
by which thou shQdt come to the heritage andthe kingdom of Gody and
all saints, end Christ Himself, have gone this way. Who, then, would
be torrorized and oomplain about it? And it will be seen how quickly
the change will come for the tyrants, that their suffering will come
upon them in due time and finally last in eternity. From this may God
mercifully keep us, and rather let us, with the sainted John the Bap=-
tist, suffer all manner of ipghominy and disgrace, that we may but ccme
to the kingdom of Gods as our Lord Christ says that it is anpointed
to us, as to Him, oross and suffering."5)

1) Math.14,13 2) Fahling: Life of Christ, 341
3) Stoevkhardts Bibl. Gesched.N.T.,121. 4)Luther,XIII,1164=1166
8) Luther, XIII a,1167. :
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About Herod's political reason for killing John, Fehlings quotes Josephus
in this manner; " e agreo with the interi)rsta{:ion of Josephus ff as an
outsider and with his asoription of fear to Herod es an additional motive
vhy he imprisoned John, but not as though John had been a mblutionary.
It is true that Herod did foar the multitude, because they counted him as

a prophot,"1)

Alreondy on this earth, Werod reaped some of the fruits of sinful
life, His adulterous wife, Herodias brought him no success, but "she
pProved to be a curse and ruin §f Antipase First oame. the murder of John
the Baptist, then osme a war with Aretas....in which Herod was worsted,
and finally the wild ebitions of Herodias directed Antipas to Rome to
golicit the title of king conferred upon his own brother Agrippe I."&)
Herod was also haunted by John, his evil conscience troubled him, when
he heard of Jesus and his work, he balieved it .was John the Baptist risen
from the dead.3) Also Josephus speaks of the punishment of Herod, when he

mentions the war he had with Aretass

"in which war, when it came to a battle he says that all of Herods

army was destroyed, and that he suffered this because of his wicked
contrivance apgainst John, Moreover they say Josephus, by acknowledg=-
ing John to have been a most righteous man, and the Baptist, conspires
in his testimony with what is written in the gospels, He also relates
that Herod lost his kingdom for the sake of the said Herodias together
with whom he was himself condemmned to be banishedt o Vienna, a oity of
Gaul, And thiis aot is in the 18th book of the antiquities where he
writes this of John verbatim; 'the destruotion of Herod's am{ ame

from God, and that very justly, as a pupishment for what he did-gainst
against John that was called the Baptist,"4)

I}Tm of Ohrist, 536 2) The same, p337-338,
3) Math,6,14=16, 4)The works of Flavius Josephus, transl.by Whistong
about A,D.330.Hist.Ecoleaslibelecapsll,
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JOHN'S CHARACTRRISTICS

Lot here be mentioned some ot‘tho characteristios of{thia great prophet.
Firet ofhll e distinguishing mark of John was his self-denial, Mathew sayss
"And the seme John had his raiment of oemel hair end a leathern girdle
about his loins, and his meat was loousts and wild homey."l) This is not
for our direct example, yet it teaches that a Christian, and by ell meens
@ miafister and missionary is mot to seek after the pleasures and riches
of this world, but rather be satisfied with moderate amd even poor living
if it is necossary.

John had great courage. Again Mathew sayss "But when he saw many of

the Phardsecs and Sadducees come to his baptism, he said unto them, O gene-
ration of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come?"2)
And in a different chapter he says:"For John said unto him(Herod), it is
not lawful for thee to have her (namely Herodias)."8) In one of his ser-
mons Luther says this about John's courages "Johannes ist nieht heimlich,
sondern offen vor aller Welt sohreit eine Stimme.e.sJohannes Yspricht
scharf,,.'0tterngeslichte,.sJohannes Bekenninls ist gross, er schilt gro-
826 Lehror und Fihrer."4) Perhaps someone woulld sey "he certainly had the
nerve", but, may his great courage be an inducement for missionaries to
have greater zeal for mission work, without fear of the enemies end gain-
sayers.

John was a powerful preacher.ark statess "And there went unto him

all the land of Judea, and they of Jerusalem, and were all baptized of
him in the river of Jorden, confessing their sins."5) People from all sides
Geme to hear this great' preacher, As will be seen later, his greatness, as
& preacher, was in setting forth the simple truths of the word of God, and
correctly dividing between Law and Gospele Thus, like & Luther, like a
Walther, John already, long before both of these men, divided these big

. truths, Law and Gospel. Again a good example to be followed,

John was obodiont.'l‘he Bible sayss "And Jesus, answering sald unto him,

I, Math,3,2 5] Wath,3,7 S)NMathel4,4 4)Luther,XI,106 65)Mark 1,5.
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suffer it to be so nows for it becometh us to fulfill ell righteousness.
Then he suffored him."1) John humiliated himself as soon as the Lord ceme
to be baptiged and raether had it that the Lord baptise him; yet as soon as
the lLord explained, he obeyed and performed the aot,

John was very humble. Soriptures says "And preached.eaying, there
Someth one mightier than I after me, the latohet of whose shoes I em not
worthy to stoop dowm and unloose."2) The passage John 1, 19«23 tells of
the time, when the Jews sent priests and Levites to ask John who he was,
and he so excellently answered them. testifying aend oonfessing. This was
& real temptation for him,it was an exoellent opportunity to receive great
honor and praise. Great men from the oapital city came to him to see him,
they wanted to make a Christ of hime When that was impossible end refused,
they wished to meke an Elias out of him, and then a prophet. However John
most humbly enswered them, that he was a voice in.the wilderness.3) Also
hls selfdenial itself already shows his humiliyye

John had e burning zeal. The gospel readss "He was a burning end a shi=
ning lights and ye were willing for a season, to rejoice in his light."4)
These aere Christ's words concerning John, a true proof, Here one may test
oneself by asking,'Would the Lord be able to say thes eme of me?' Am I
always filled with such geal in my taske in the kingdom?

John was also honored by Christ, at other occcasions. Mathew says: "Verily

emong them that were born of women, there has not risen a greater than John
the Baptisty notwithstanding he that is least in the kingdom of heaven is
greater than he." These words are spoken by Jesus, and in iuke is another

word, reeding thuss

"iWhat went ye out into the wilderness for to see? a reed shaken with

the wind? But what went ye out for to see? A man al othed in soft raie
ment? Bahold, they whioh are gorgeously aparelled, and live delicately,
are in king's courts. But what went ye out for to see? A prophet? Yea,
and Isay unto you, end much more than a prophet.This is he, of whom it
is written. Behold, éfaent megsenger before thy face, which shall pre-
pare thy way before heo."ﬂ

1) Wat,.3,416, 2gllark 1,7 sg Luther,XI,98
4) John 5,35. 5) Matell,1l, 6)Luke 7,24+27.
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John was not 1ike a reed, a grass blown by the wind to this end to that
side, something like when the wind blows the bamboo in China, but he was

f8rm, sincere ord true. Even though the great men of his tine cems to

hear him, John remained firm and true in his preaching. One may ask here, -
how Gould john denmy that he was Elias end a prophet, when asked, while Christ
Calls him bothe This cannot be used to say that John was not sincerej the
sontrary, it was beocause of the faoct that John was true and gincere, that he
told thesc people that he was not Eliase This, because he knew, that they
were teking it im the sense, that ho was the old Plias rigcen from the dead,
while the Bible states, that John came inm the spirit of Flias, that he was
to be a prophet 1like ©}ias, which he truly was, as willY be seen laters

Hor was he a prophet in tho|g snse in which they asked him, namely THE
PROPHET, priest and bishop, who was to save them, that is the Christ.

Thie wrong conception, which they had of him, John rebuked many times,

and he strongly confessed, tht he was not the Christ.l)

S0 John also was faithful., When he so humbly did not accept amy of
the honors, which some of his enquirers tried to put upon him, it was bee
cause he was faithful to his ocalling, thus placinga ll glory and honor on
Hin, whose h.erald he was, namely Christe At the time when the Fharisees
asked John, why he was baptizing, though not being a prophet, thus showing
their decei*{:ful heart, John did not waver, but he boldly confessed Christ,
whose way he was preparing. He remained faithful end truee Even vhile John
was in prison, he still remained faithful and true, even there instructing
his disoiples, and leading them to Christ. :

Jogephus has this to say of the great prophet: "for Herod slew him,
who was a good men, and one that commanded the Jews to exercoize virtue,
both ae to rightecusness to one enother and plety towards God."2)

Edersheim has this praise for John for overcoming the temptations

"Not to rebel, mor to murmur but even to rejoice in this as the right
end proper thing, for which he had longed as the end of his own worke

this implies a purity, simplioity and grandeur of ose and a strength
of oonvietion unsurpassed among nen.’fg moral E!g&“ of this Eutﬁ

of John andthe evidential foroe of the interest of the narrative seem to

us among the strongest evidences in favor of the gospel history."S)
i;mr X1,98, 8)Works of F.Josephus,Whiston,Hist.e00les.1ibY.1.0ap.ll.
8) BdersheimslLife and Times,p.656.
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A negative characteristio of John is that he did mo miracle, The Bible
statess "And many resorted unte him (Christ), and said, John did no
miracle; but all things that John spake of this man (Christ) were true.
And meny believed on Him there."1) The people took special note of
this faot, that John performed no miracle, as did Christ, and as some

of th formor prophots also did, But it speaks well for John, that these
People sey, that what John had told them of Christ was indeed true, If
John was sudh a powerful preacher, and even 1s called the greatest pro=-
phet by Christ, end yet did no miracle, why should preachers today seek
to do ell kinds of miracles, feithhealing end the 1like, to make their
Preaching more sttractive}

John was not worldly.This goes together with his selfdenial. Christ
8ayss "But what went ye out for to see? A man olothed in soft raiment?"2)
John was not dressed lile a king, nor did he live 1ike onme, tlat is not
the style of the proacher, to parade about in costly robes, amd to live
in the lusts andrhe pleasures of the world.

Finally this great preacher, just because of all these fim, excellent
characteristios, had to suffer martyrdom.3)

Three noted paintings, in which John the Baptist is portrait,may be
montioned here, In the Hospital of §t. John at Bruges there is a painting
of +the "Mystioc Marriage ofSt. Catherine" in which John is in the background
Wwith a lamb, It is painted by Memlinc. He painted enother one which is in
the Imperial Gallery, ‘Vienna. entitled "Virgin and Domcr" in which the twe
Johas are shown. The thfiid one 1s et the Institute of Chiocago, entitled
"Life of John the Baptist" by Giovannil da Paolo.¢)

This 1s the 1ife offthat great prophet, John the Baptist, who preached
not muoh longer than two years, as .hg was out off by the heartless Herod,
Many a lesson may be taken from his life to much benefit, yet, let us not
follow those, who make his iife. hia self-denial the all imporytant factor
amtl try to gain hecaven by good works,but let us rather pay special attention
to the teachings of this great man, This is the aim of the second part. :
mwa%&jmn:ﬁ. 3)Mat.14,10, 4)The Volume ubnryap.lus,gga, -
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JOHEHN'S TEAGHING




THE FORERUNNER

MRepent ye; for the kingdom of God is at hand."1)
With thesec powsrful words the greet preacher, John, opened his ministry,
This was "the ohief content, the matter, the burden of his heralding,
the admonition to repentance, the watchword which characteriged his
Preaching, He deemed a ocomplete change of mind and heart necessary as
pPreparation for the advent of the Messiah," 2) He was a true forerunner

of the Lord as was prophesied of him long before his birth.

In olden days it was the custom at weddings, that a forerunner
would ennounce the wedding of a couple, and invite the guests to the
Oeremony and to the feast, This,as a rule, was a special friend, in

faot, in most cascs, the best man of the bridal group.- When great of=-

fiolals of different lands visit each other, forerunners announce the

arrival of such visitors. This is seen much in China, even when ordinary

officials, say a provineial offioéll. is to arrive, forerunners come in

advanoe, prepars a plade and also the people for the event by putting out '
postures of welcome and the 1like, So the King of Kings also had a spe=

cial forerunner to prepare His way, of whom we find several prophecies

in the 014 Testamont. John the Baptist was the true fulfillment of these

prophesies, ‘

.Malachi speaks of the forerunners "Behold I will send my messenger
and he shall prepare the way before me, and the lLord whom ye seek, shall
suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye

delight ins behold he shall come, says the Lord of hosts."3) However the

main passage referring to the forerunner is the Isaiah passages "

"The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, prepare ye th

of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highmay for our Lord Gode

Every valley shall be exalted and every mountein and hill shall be

made lowy and the oroocked shall be made straight, and the roagh places

plain; andthe glory of the Lord shall be revealed,and all flesh shall

see@ it together; for the mouth of the lord has spoken it."4)
%’Tretmanm@omnhry.l.fﬂol.1.15. 3)Male3,1e 4)I8040,3=5,
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John was that messenger, who prepared the wey for the Lord. Luther sayss
"Den Weg bereiten heiszt das Volk zu dem Herrn hinauf fhren, Diesen
Herrn und Kénig emphéht niemand, er sei guvor also gedemfitiget,dasz

or von sich selbst garnichts halte. Die Welt will verdiemen, abgewin-
nen, sber Jghennes sapt, Nein, Wer sich als Slnder bekennt, hat Johan-

nes Stimme gehBrt,."1)

"Bereiten, (das heiszt) den Weg zuriohten, aus dem Wege schaffen,

was den Weg Christi hindert,(das heiszt), die guten Werke,Hoffertig-

keit, u.SoWonz) . .
This very thing is what John did, which will be seen more clearly in dise
cussing the Isaiah passage, upon which the ¥alachi passage is undoubtedly
based, The lord, whom the Israelites were seeking 1s the Messiah, that is,
the believers, among the Jews, were seeking Him. It was upon this very
hope and belief, that the 01d Testement Christians were saved. This Saviour
was to come suddenly and éwell amidst theme The "messenger of the covenant"
1e the Lord Jesus Himself, the angel of the Lord. He was tihe delight of the
people., "He shall o mo, says the Lord of hésts." In deed He shall oome

and did oome, as we of the New Tostement so well know.

The Isaiah passage says that a voice orieth in the wilderness. It
does not mention the neme, not even his ofﬁoe, but simply a voice, that
orieth. This orying voice was the herald of the greet King, the MessAah.
He wag ;uoh a humble herald, he did not care to have himself count for
anything, but his voice oried out loud for His master's sakej He should
increase, while he himself wished to deorease. The voice orieds "Prepare
¥o the way of the Lord." The people were to prepare a way in the midst
of their spiritual wilderness, in which they were by nature, that is, they
should prepare their hearts to receive the great king. They are to make
straight e highway in the d esert. Every valley shall be exalted, that is,
the hearts of the people, which have beem humbled by the "hammerblows of
the Law" shall be 1ifted up and consoled. Stoeckhardt sayss "Die Kleimmii-
tigen (Thale) sollen Mut und Vertrauen fassen.” "Every mountein end hill
shall bs made low," Thht is, those who were proud and self-rightecus are.

to be taught to despair in their own virtue and works. Stoeckhardt sayss

"Die Stolgzen und Hoffertigen(nfimlich die Berge wnd Hligel)sollen sioh demfitigen."

T X1, ; r XI,73. 3) StoeckhardtiBibl.Gesch.N,T.22,

3)
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"The orooked shall be made straight and the rough placea plain." That

is, a1l the false notions, ideas concerning the Lord and His word,

Whould be cleared up, all obgjections and sin, whioh caused diff‘iﬁultiea.
were to be removed by the message of the New Testament. Stgoeckhardt sayss
"Die falschen und verkehrten Hergen(was krum und uneben ist) sollen eine
f8B1tig und lauter word8n."1) "The glory of the Lord shall ts revealed emd
ail flech shall see it together." This wonderful act was the coming of ths
Son of God unto earth, when He was born in Bethlsehem, "full of grace and
truth".2) "All flesh", that is, all men were given an opportunity to hear
ths gospel of salvation, Soriptures say: "And this gospel of the kingdom
shall be preachedﬁn 8ll the world for a witness unto all netions, and then
shall the end come."3) All this is true, "for the Lord hath spoken it,"
That these statements about the valléys and hills and so on, are to be
understood alegorically, is brought out by the last stdbment, that all
flesh shall zec the glory of the Lords Thus John was not to do any exoca-
vating emong the hills of Judea, but rather in the hearts of men, to pre-

pare them for this glory of the Lord Jesuse

John did this very thing, Those who were cast down by their sins,
who truly repented, he comforted by baptizing them and granting them fore
giveness, and leading them to the true Saviour, To the proud end self=-
righteous Pharésecs, Sadducees andothers, he preached the Law in it's
full color, calling them "generation of vipere“("Ottemgezﬂo!rtoE.). and
pleaded with them to bring forth good frults, warning them that the ax
was Teady to ocut off those who were fruitlesse To those, who had false
notions about salvation, thinking to be saved by their own worksjto those
who held that John was the Messiah, anthhcra who had doubts as to how
to be saved, John geve the only and true solution to their problems, neme-
ly the true way to salvation through Christ Jesus. His excellent words bear

this outs "Behold the lemb of God, which beareth the sins of the world."4)

1) StoeckhardtsBibl.Gesch.d.N.T. 22, 2)John 1,14, 3)Mate24,14. 4)John 1,29,
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In this way he prepared the way, made it olear, leveled off the hills,
£1lled in the valleys, and straightened what was erooked.l)

That John was urmistakebly the forerunner and messenger is also
Proved beyond doubt by the direot quotations of these prophecies in
the New Tostament. Mathew 11,10 refers to the Malachi 3,1 passage. Here
Christ quotes it. Another direot quotation is found at Mark 1,2. Another
one refers to it, that is Luke 1,76 The Isalah prophecy is quoted in
part, in oll four gospelss Mathe3,3; Mark 1,2-4; Luke 3,4-6; Joln 1,23.
These passages have beoen given in full at the begifning of the paper. 2)

Thus it is olear what the office of John was, nemely to be the fore-
rumer of Christ, as was already appointed by prophecy in the 0ld Testa=
ment, Luther seyss "Das eigentlioche Amt Johamnes,(war) alle Welt demfitigen,
elle sind Slinders Rémer 3,23 Sie sind alzumal Sinder und mengeln des Rulms
den sie an Gott haben sollen." The other office of John was to comfort

the people of God with the Gospel.

John was between the 01d and the New Testement., He was the end of
the 0ld and the beginning of the new. Luther sjpess "

"Die Propheten heben wvon Johannes geweisagt, von dem, der da spricht,

'Siehe, das ist Gottes Lamm, das der Welt 8linde trBgt.' Das Neue Testa-
ment geht an, und will Johannes sagens Ich bin der erste der soloches welset
und angzeigt."3) ‘

"Johannes ist der Ursprung des Neuen Testements. Johennes sagt nimlichs
'Ioch bin nicht Christus.'Joh.l,20« 'Der ist's, der nach mir kommen
wirde'Joh.1,27. 'Der wird euch mit dem Heillgen Gelst und mit Feuer
taufen.' Math.3,11, Der ist's der Euoh die Stude vergibt."4)

May this inoite pastors and missionaries to became all the more gealous

‘%o serve the Lord, by laboring to prepare some hearts of tho many millions

in the world, who are still heathen, to also realisze the necessity they
have of a Saviour, that they may repent and then accept Him as the only way

to their salvetion and redemption.

1} S8ee KretsmannsCommentary,N.Te. 279=280, 2) This paper, pe4=5.
3) Luther VII,1509. 4) Luther VII, 1527,
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BEGINNING OF JOHN'S PREACHING

Of John's preaching the Bible statess "And he ceme into ell the
Sountry ebout Jordem, preaching the baptism of repéntanoe for the re=
mission of einss", and Methew gives the wording of John's gsermon thuss
"And saying, Repent yej for the kingdom of God 1s at hand."1) As stated

before, this was John's theme, this is how John prepared the way for the

Lord, for it is in connection with this theme, that all three, Mathew,
Kerk and Luke quote the 0ld Testament prophecies, saying that they were
thus fulfilled, Zdersheim gives John's theme thuss "the grand burden of
his(John's) mess@gfe was the ennouncement of the spproach of the Kingdom
of heaven and the needed preperation of his hearers for that Kingdom."2)
Another author gives these two themess "Zwei Themens 1. Die Busztaufej2.

Das Kommen des StBrkeren, Bei MathBus steht die Buszere Erscheinung voran.

. Bel Lukas fohlt merkwilrdigerweise das biographische Stilok ganz."3)

The commund'to repent' is a foragful worde MErdVo/ft Zé, 18 to undergo a
Oomplete change of mind (for the better(. Thayer especially refers to

thia passgge, Mathew 3,2, giving the megning as "to change one's mind for
the better, heartily to emend with abhorrence of one's sins." Andert euren
Simn, "Tut Busge" Luther puts it. Edersheim sayss " 'change your mind', re=
pent, whioh implies not only a turning from the past, but a turning to the
Christ in newness of mind,."5) "Rapent“%_m-:.a sumary of all of John's
preachings This shows that there: is'ﬁ;thﬁlg.good within man, as Paul sayss
"For I know that inf me,(that 1$.1n my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing, for
to will is present with mej but how to perform that which is good, I find
note For the goodﬁ- that 1 would, I do notj but the evil which I would not,
that I do."6) And agains "Because the carnal mind is emmity against Gods
for it i not subjeot unto the law of God, neither in deed can be. So then
they, that are in the flesh cannot please God."7)Repentance and faith are
necessary. ;

I; BGI':_I'L’—e 3,33 lathe3,2. 2) Edersheim;Life & Times of Jesus,265.

8) Zeitsohrift f.d. N.T. Wissensohaft,V.52,#1,66fs 4)ThayersGreek-English
Lexioon, 65) EdersheimsLife and Times, 270, 6)Rome7,18=19, 7)Rom.8,7-8,
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And now the cause why John calls the people to repentance, namely
because"ths kingdom of heaven is at hand." This is the kingdom of God.
It was about to anrpear on earth, in the ‘appearance of it's ruler, Jesus
Christ, end thus it would appear in all it's glory, although at times
this glory is hidden by the migery on earth, but will be fully revealed
in it's splendour and beauty in heaven, This kingdom is o heaVen.ly king=
dom in contrast to an earthly kingdom, which the Jews were dreaming of,
And now, all those, who would repent and believe in this ruler of the
kingdom, would thus have a chance to enter into this very kingdom of

bliss and glory, freely, without gold, silver or their own merit.

Concerning the use of the word kingdom in the New Testament Eders-

heim has this tofsays "In faoct en emajysis of 119 passages in the New Testa-
ment, where the expression "Kingdom" ocours, shows that it means the rule
of Gods(in this view the expression ocours 34 tires)s which was manifested
In and through Christj(so in seventeen passages); is epparent in the Church;
(eleven passages)s gradually develops emidst hindrances;(24 passages); is
triumphant at the second coming of Christ (the end); (12 passages); and fi=

nally perfeoted in the world to come (31 passages)e 1)

Luther understands this under the theme of Johns "

"But this is repentance, if I beslieve God's word, which reveals to

me and excuses me of being a sinner and condemned before God, and am
terrified with all my heart, because I have ever been disobedient to
my God, have not rightly looked upon and considered his commandments,
much less have kept the greatest of the least, and yet do not despair,
but let myself be directed to Jesus, to seek mercy and help with Him,
and also firmly believe I shall find it, For He is the lamb of God,
destined from eternity for this purpose, that He shall bear the sins
of the whole world end for them by His death,"2)

The powerful preaching of John soon showed it's effeot,for Mathew
states: "Then went out to him Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region
round about ¥ Jordan, confessing their sins."3) The word which John

preashed traveled very sviftly, first from house to house, from one region

to the next, and so on until the ocapital city was also reached, and people
I)EdresheimsLife and Times of Jesus,p270. 2)Luther VII, 689, 3)Mathe3,5e6.



Oame streaming from the big oity and from all the regions of the Jordan.
The people from Jorusalem even ceme oute. That the people from the haughty,
disdainful, conservative oity ceme out into the wilderness is of note. It
ie"a remarkable testimony for the power of the word, when openly and fear-
lessly proclaimedi"l) Note the repdtition of the word 'all's "all Judea",
and "all the repgion round about Jordan", which emphasizes the Breat numbers,
which came to hear John's preaching. This fact is also brought out by Lukes
"Then said he to the multitude that ceme forth to be baptiszed of him";2)
which cannot mean that they were small groups, but must have been great
numbers, magses. And of these numbers it says, that they confessed tﬁair
sid$ and were beptized; therefore the preaching had it's good effect on
them, They confessed publioly their transgressions against the ten come
mandments. "This confession of sins by individuals was & new thing in Is-
rael, There was a ocollective confession on the great Day of Atonement,

and individual confession in certain specific cases (Num.5,7), but no
great spontancous self-unburdenment of penitent souls = every man apart,
It must have been a stirring sight."3) After their confession, which had
to be sincere, for John would allow no sham and deceit, John baptized
these people, thus granting them forgivene‘ss freely, not because of their
good merits, but by grace, "It was en awakening such as the land had not‘

witnessed since the time of the anoient prophets."4)

Now more about John's preaching. Luke spys:s "Then said he to the
multitude that came forth to be baptized of him, O generation of vipers,
who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come?"5) That in this mul-
titude there were many Pharisees and Sadducees is known from the parallel
passage in Mathews "But when he saw many of the Phardsees and Sadducees
Oome to hig baptism".6) It was a perplexing and disagreeable situation
for John to have these seots oome to him. For they were bound to have the
wrong motiwe for coming. The religion of both of these seots was nothing

1 ;Rrotmms?.fonmentary.l.r..1.14.
. n " n n n ] " nn

5) "M §) Math 3,7,

2) Luke 3,7. 3)Expositors Grk.Test.l,81.
"
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but"a thin veneer of form and show of pomp, without the assent of the
heart."1) ihat would they want at a baptism like that of John, where sine
gere repentance was required? Perhaps it was plain ouriosity, perhaps it
was even at that an act of show, trying to impress the people, as to how
interested they were in everything relipious, but whatever th-ir purpose
was, they appeared on the scene and were on the hands of Jolm. And what

does he presch to them, the sweet gospel of forgiveness? No, by no meens,

but he gives them the full oup of the lew. He sayss "O generation of vipers,

who hath warned you, to flee from the wrath to come?" John was filled with
intense moral dislike end repugnence at the sight of these people, which
Saused him to shrink from them, and to denounce them as deceitful and
malioious, Ho oalls them offspring of snakes, poisonous, slimy, stinging
reptiless This is not only the lsnguage of John, but the Bible also at
other places uses the same terms of the enemies of the Word. The psalmisgt
says:s "They have sharpened their tonguos like a serpentj adders' poison
1s under their lipseSelah."2) Agains "Their poison is like the poison

of a serpents they are like the deaf adder, that stoppeth her ear."3)
Isaieh has two passagess "For out of the serﬁent'a root shall come forth
@ oockatrice, and his fruit shall be a fiery flying serpent...They hatoch
oookatrioa'eggqand weave the spider's webs he that eateth of their eggs
dfeth, and that which is orushed bresketh out into a viper."4) Outwardly
it certainly looked as though these people had come to flce from God's
wrath, by meking application to enter into the kingdom, but it was only a
"piftiful attempt to escape...by feigning plety end giving themselves
the resemblance of truthseekers,"5)but thus no one enters the kingdom. -
No one oen escape the punishment of hypoorisy, "For the wrath of God is
revealed from heaven againet all unfodliness um)hnrighteoumaa of men,

who hold the truth in unrighteousness." 6)

John thus having ummasked these hypoorits, mekes. his demands:
"Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of repenatance".7) He demands an

I} Kretzmanns P.Comentary,NeTel,14. 2) P8.140,3. 3)Ps. 58,4,
4) I8.14,293 Is. 29,5. 5) Kre'zmnmP.C.:lt.'.l‘:.l.zao. 6)Ro,1,18,7Luke,3,8.
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entire change of mind, not only fruits, but fruits meet of repentence.
Deeds of love end kindness, that are the result of enm honest repentant, X
humble heart, whish has turned to Christ, are the only fruits wanteds
"Not fiotitious, but real, aotusl fruits are demanded, such as measure up
to the thoroughness of the change of heart."l) Unless they show such re=
pentance end fruit, John oannot consent to baptize them. Luther sayss

"In order , that thoy might not glory in their repentence and righte

eousnese, he says to them furthermoresbring forth fruits worthy of
repentance., As though he would says you want to be righteous before a;!
all mon and depoend upon your own works; chenge this foolish notion,
acknowledge yourselves to be poor sinners, emnd perform other and
better fruits of rapentence «"2)

Now John gives a special warning, which is very fitting for the
Pharisees. He sayss "and begin not to say within yourselves, we have
Abrehem to our father, for I say unto you, that God is eble of these
stones to raise up children unto Abraham,"3) "The fact, that Mathew 3,8
hass 'Think not (insteadt of begin not to say) to say within yourselves,'
need cause us no uncasiness, for the Aremaio word which John undoubtedly
used in this senéence, with a very slight change in vocalization, may
meen either 'think' or'begin'e. And the Lord, bya ccepting both forms, Ras
authoriged both readings."4) Mathew has 5 O’MZZ'think,Imgine'. while
Luke has Sé/ox)qmﬁz-be first, begin'e Many Jews and espeoinlly the Pharie
sees had the false conception, of being in favor with God, because they
had Abrahem as their father; becruse they were direot lineal descendants
of him, and ocould prove the same with their geneologies. This always had
been their boast, and with this boast they even dared to approach Christ,
saying to Hims "We be Abrahem's seed and were newer in bondage to any man;
How sgyest thou, ye shall be free?..They enswered and said unto Him, Abrahem
is our father. Jesus saith unto them, If ye were Abraham's children, ye
would do the works of Abrahem."And agains "I know that ye are Abrahem's
seed; but ye seek to kill me, because my word has no place in you."5)
Thus they had an altogether false idea as to what really true children of

I; Kretsmanns P.Commentary,N,T.1,280, 2) Luther XII,1064
3) Luke 3,Tb=8, 4)Kretmnan.G..ll.T..1.280. 5) John 8,33,37.,38,
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of Abreham were. They, according to Luther, reascned like thiss

"We are God's people, whom he has chosen before all nations on
earth, and to whom he has given ciroumcisionsy so we have and observe
the law, visit God's temple at Jerusalem, end exeroigze ourselves in
the hdly service, which God himself has ordered. In short, we go our
way, in the diritual and worldly government, as both have been fixed
and ordered through Moses by God's commandj are also of the blood
and tribe of the holy patriarchss Abraham is ou® father,ete. ihat
. do we lack that we should not be pieus and holy, dear end pleasing
to God, and be saved? All this he (John) says, does not concern the
matters For God is not interested in knowing that you are proficient
in boasting much and high oconcerning the law, the temple, the fathers
eto. Ho wants you to fear Him end believe His promise, to obey and
exd aocept Him, whom He has promised to you and now sends. The al-
ternative is that He will reject and exterminate you, with all your
glory, with which He himslef has endowed and orngmented you before
all nations."1) ;

Just to bo an external member of God's church is of no avail. The

real child of Abraham, is one, who has the seme trust and belief in God's

grace and mercy in sending a Saviour into the world tos ave all nations,
@8 he, Therefore not everyone, who is a descendent of Abraham according
to the flesh is a true ohild of Abraham. St. Paul sayss "that he(Abraham)
might be the father of all themthat believe, though they be not oiroum-
oigeds that righteousness might be imputed unto them also:".2) John wishes
to impress the Jews that it was not at all a settled faot that they were
in fevor with God, but tiat rather the contrary was true, as his further
remarks show. The Jews were so boastful, as even to think, that God eould
not do without them, but John tells them, that God ocould easily turn the

. stones, that were about them before their eyes, into children of" Abraham,

into believers, that He does not need these conceited Jews, filled with
Pride end haughtiness., And this is not all, John furthermore sayss:

"And now also the ax ia laid unto the root oq‘tb treess every tree
therefore , which br!ngotin not forth good fruit is hewn down and cast
into the fire."3) A gevere but true word. The ax of punishment was already
prepared, it ﬁe already placed at the roots of the barroh trees, the

punishment was already awaiting those descendants of Abraham, who were

desploing the word, If they would not show good fruits, acocent on the

Y) Yather VIT;582. 2) Rom. 4,11b, 3) Luke 3,9.
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word good, they would be cut off from the people of God, and as out-down
trees be oast into the fire, namely hell-fire, end thus would never see
the beautiful kingdom of the Messiah, the kingdom whioh arose in their
very middst. However, also of the entire Jewish nation, were these words
true,that the ax was laid to the roots. The nation's oup of sin was over=-
running, John the Baptist was the very last prophet, the lést gracious
word, sent to then; by the Lord, admonishing them to repent bafore it would
be too late. But we know that, as a whole, the Jewksh nation rejected
Christ end His work, and the enevitable punishment came upon them, in
the destruction of Jerusalem, and unspeskable is the punishment awaiting
them in the hereafter,

At this point Luke records a section, which Mathew does not mention.

He gives an account, how John gave individual attention, counsel to the

péople., Luke statess "And the people asked him s aying, What shall we do?
He answereth and saith unto them, He that hath two coats, let him impart
to him tla t hath none; end he that hath meat let him do likewisa."1)
John's preéohing had not been without fruite The people acoepted the re=-
buke, repented, end had come to the poimt where they wished to be instrue-
ted as to just how bhoy might show their evidence of repentence and faith..
John had so strongly spoken against the outward works that they ask him
now, to teach them jusf what works are acceptable, by saging, "What shall
we do?" John gives them lessons in sanotification by pointing them to some
works of benevolence, They were in the great sin "of mercenary grasping
meanness”2) of which the Jews are known to be Euiity to the present day.
Therefore John tells them to be willing to share with their needy brethren,
both as to olothing and as to meat.-To help the poor end needy is indeed
Pleasing to God. Mathew sayss "And whosoever shall give to drink unto ome
of these 1ittle ones a oup of cold water only in the neme of a diseiple,
verily I gay unto you, he shall &n no wise loose his reward."3) Under some
oiroumgtences this mey even become our duty, John however, by mo means is

here encouraging begging, beoms'e_b!' outright laziness.

ITL\IKO 3710:1:1. 2) Krofmm:?.comentary.l.zSI. 3) Math. il.iz.
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. Also publicens ocame. "Then ceme publicens to be baptized and said
unto him, Master, vhat shall we do? And he said unto them, exact no .
more theh that which is appointed you."1l) The sins of the publicans was
a known one, namely that of greed, covetousness and fraud, It was an easy
matter for them to exaot more money, texes, than legitimate, and thus 07?0&
kept great sums for themselves end became rich quiokly. If these people
were really repentant, they could not go on with such a‘ sinful life, end
John briefly answers them, not to exact any more than was legitimate,

which was their great sin, iWhat a lesson for grafters and profiteers of
today} |

The last individual counsel is given to soldiers. Luke sggss "And
the goldiers likewise demanded of him, Master, what shall we do? And he
said unto them, do violence to no men, neither accuse any falselys and be
Oontent with your wages."2) The soldiers were guilty of just these sins,
which John mentionse "In the work of their calling, the temptation to

bully the people, and to receive bribes and hushmoney was very great,

Mathew 28,12, They extorted money by intimidation in the case of the poor,
they obtained money by acting as informers against the rich,."3) We know

how the Jews bribed the soldiers of Pilate to lie about Jesus'resurreotion.-
John here teaches, that each one is to do works according to his own sta-

tion, for whioh the Law of God makes provision respeotively.

.This is well for a minister and missionary to note, that John gives
such individual advice, To show a man, whera he can improve himself, ap-
plying the Law of God to his very station, is bound to have some good re-
sults, Fyrthermore John calls the sins by their right colors, he does not
try to cover thém up in any way. But ministers should not only become

' -preachers of the Law, as John also preached more than the Law.

1) Zuke 3, 12-13  2) Luke 3, 14 3) KretzmannsP, Commentery,N.T.,1,261.



John points to Christ, as Luke sayss

"And as the people were in expectation, end all men museqin their

hearts of John whether he were the Christ or not, John answered say=

ing unto them all, I indeed baptize you with waterj but one mightier

than I oometh, the latohet of whose shoes I am not worthy to unlosej

He shall baptize with the Holy Ghost end with fire,"1)
The fearless testimony of John made such a powerful impression upon the
mz. that ther wers begiining to think that he was the Messish, in
faot meny firmly believed it, as John in definite terms denied it, say=
ing: "I am not the Christ."2) So John also here opposes the idea with
all vehemence, as soon as he notices tMt they are having such thoughts.
"His statoment seems to have been a formal, solemn, public declaration,"3)
He only wished to be the forerunner and herald, his baptism was only pre=-
paring the people for the great mission of his master, the Messiah, He
was only obeying orders, in doing hia‘dut&es. However, the mightier,
the Master is to oome, i;;:ﬂ whom he considers himself not worthy to
perform even the lowest services, that of the lowest alnvqaervice. namely
unloesening the sandals and bearing them for him. This great humbleness
of Jom is in paral8ll with his other known remarkd, "He must inorease,
but I must decrease."4) Christ is to oome and baptize with the Holy Bhost
and with firees In and through the gospel, He will give them a peculiar
baptism, namely those who will accept Him, will receive the Holy Spirit,
who will sanctify them. "A twofold effeoct of Christ's work is here pre=
diotéd; to those who with penetant hearts accept Him as Saviour, He will
give the precicus boon of the Holy Spirit, with all the glorious gifts
end powere" "And I knew him notj; but he that s ent me to baptize with wa-
ter, the same sald unto me, upon whom thou shalt see the spirit descending,
and remaining on him, the same is he which baptiszes with the Holy Ghost." 5)
Here Christ is definitely pointed out asto}:o. who baptised with the Holy
Ghost. Aoootdirig to Aots Christ Himself says unto His disoiples, shortly
bafore He ascended into heavens "For John truly baptised with water, but
ye shall be baptized with the Hyly Ghost not meny days hence." Christ thus

was referring to the great outpouring of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost Dey,

)Yy Tike S,15-16+ 2) John 1,20. 3)KretzmannsP. Com,N.T.1,281,

4) John 3,30, 5) John 1,33; (Mark 1,8.) 6)Aots 1,5.
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which was the greatest baptism with the Holy Ghost recorded in Soripture.
However those who would be so impenitent, that they would reject the
purohagsed salvation, Christ will immerse them in fire, However this
oxpression mey also bo taken as a hendiadys. In this way, "fire" would
refer to the Holy Spirit, who would ole.snna the people of their sins
through Christ's merits, thus purging them as fire does metals. Hs would
give sinners etrength to bring forth fruits, which John demandede. But woe
unto those .Awho would not eccept Christig they would not receive the Spirit,
but on tlo contrary, but would be cast out, as the next words in Luke says
"whose fen is in his hanci, and He will thorot;ghly purge His floor, and |
will gather tho wheat in His garner; but the chaff He will burn with

fire unquenchable,"l) This oriental picture of a tﬁi'ephing floor is quite
femiliar to missionaries in the Orient, who have memy ‘a chance to see

this old-time method still in practice. Here it is compared t o God's threshe
ing floor, which is the carth. Thetest He uses to separate the wheat from
the chaff, is the individual's standing over toﬁrds Jesus anqﬂia salvation.
Those, who are in faith will be gathered into heaven, the Lord's garner.
However, those who will be found too light will be blowa away with the fan,
and will be burned with fire in hell, a fire which is unqupnohable. The
final purging will take place on uudgomﬁ day, when all those who have
relied on their own merits and selferightecusness, will hopelessly reap
their fruits. "For bohold the day oometh, that shall burn as em ovems snd
all the proud, yesa, end all th t do wickedly, al’in.'l.l 'b; ltubl;loa and the

day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the Lord orf hosts, \that it shall
leave them, neither root nor branch."2) "Then shall ho aqy unto them on '
the left hand, Depart from me, ye oursed, into enrluﬂng ﬂro. proparod
for the devil and his angels,"3) However this was not all of John's proaoh-
ing at this time, for we read: "And meny other thlngs in his exhortation
preached he unto the people."4). .,

YT SIT2) alud,l  3) Math, 25,41  4) Luke 3,18,
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In this way John testified of Christ, and thus was a witness of

the light, as John statess "There was a men sent from God, whose nemo was
Johns Tye samo cemo for a witness, to bear witness of the light, thataell
men, throigh Him might believe. He wns not that light, but was gent to
bear witnoss of that lighte That was the true light, which lighteth evesy
man that ocmeth into the worlds"l) Thus John wes senmt out by God, by His
speoianl) purpose and plan wit}!h spooial mission to perform, nemely that of
ronmnnelj of tho lessiahe He was not to do a great work of his om, but
that of another, he waa‘{to,point to, teatify of anothsr; mich greater than
he, namely Chrigt, the Lighte "This topio was simple but somprohensive,”
That one topic was the sum and substance of his witnessing. Fvery preacher
that wishes to witness like John, must preachebout the Light, Jesus, the
ChristeHe brings Light unto everyone that cometh into the world. Here
God's univeraanl grece is brought out, tlat all men should beliove and

be saved, it 1s God's objoot end will that all g hould be saveds Christ

is the som of riphteousness and grace. His rays of beauty and glory are

for every men, “ithout Christ there is no light, there is no salvation,.

This ends the {irst seotion of John's preaching, recorded in Serip- -
ture, liis preaching should not only be taken ns en example, but one should
aleo apply his sermon to ”ﬂfﬁnaelf.' one should hear his voice and humble
Rifself before God as a sinner pleading for His grace. Luther sggss

"Wer sich num also erkennt und flhlt, dasz er vor Gott ein Simder

sei wnd garniohts, dor hat dle Stirmme Johannes peflthlt; ‘Bereitet

dem Herrn den Veg',mebet ihm Raum, es ist ein anderer hior, der

mir naohfolgt, dor pr8sger ist, denn Ioch bin, den aoll.t ihr hiren,

dem sollt ihr gehorohen."z)

Blessed is he, who thus hears the voice of John and comes to the true

llght.

1) John 1,6-9 2) Luther XI, 2294,
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JOHN 'S BAPTISM

That John did much baptizing in cnnection with his preaching
0ne cen seec from passages ond roferences made to the same, suh ass

Mathe3,6s "But when he saw many offthe Phardsees andSadducees oome to
his b"aptism."v.s.“And were baptized oqhim in Jordan, onfessing their
aine,

Mark 1,435 "Jojn did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism
of repentence for the remission of sins."

Luke 3,123 "Then came also publicans to be baptized eand seid unto him,
Mastery what shall we do?" :

Luke 7,295 "And all the people that heard him, and the publicans justi-
fied God, being baptigzed with the baptism of John."

John 1,26: "John answered them saying, I baptize with water, but there
standeth one among you, whom ye know not,"

John 3,23; "And John also was baptizing in Aenon near to Salim, because
there was much water theres and they came and were beptiged."

Aote 10,37; "That word, I say, ye know, which was published through=
out Judea,a nd began from Galilee, after the baptism which John preached."
Aots 13,245 "When John had first preached before his coming the bape
tiem of repentance to 21l tle people of Israel."(Paul at Antioch in
Pisidia, Peter's sermon at Corenelius.)

Acts 19,3: "And he (Paul) said unto them, Unto what then were ye bape
tized? And they said(the Ephesians),Unto John's baptism."

Thus John baptiged with water anc&tho benefit thereof was the remission
of sins. Renan in writing aebout John's baptism has a very modernistic idea
when he calls John's baptism only an outward sign. He sayss "Baptism with
John was only a sign destined to make an impression and to prepare the
minds of the people feq: some great movement."l) Rensn also has the peculiar
idea that John taught oommuniem, whenﬁ%eked the rich to share with the poor.l)
John did baptize in the Jordan. In this ®mnnection Meyer, in writing sbout
the baptism sees an interesting symbolism in the Jordan water, He sayss

"that Jordan water, flowing downwards to the Dead Sea, was symbolioal.

In-the beauty of it's origin,,In-the purity of it's origin emid the

enows of Hermon, and in the beauty of it's earlier course it was an

emblgnmof man's original oconstitution...very good but now these sullidd
ad troubled waters went on to the Dead Sea of death...how apt an em=-
blem was there of the history of our raise, contaminated by the evil
that is in the world through lust and meriting the wages of sinedeath."2)
However these baptisms were not a new thing, whioh John was foisting upon
the people, not a "strange ceremony". Tﬁro were many washings (baptisms)
in the 0ld Testement. So there were many washings before "but never before
had it been proposed that Israel should undergo a baptism of repentence, @
although there are indications of a deeper insight i.ntc; the meaning of

Levitical bapfim."a)_

. d the Apostles, 97=99, 2)MeyersJohn t.Baptist, 95 3)Edersheims
T e, By poctien O 7
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Now as to the washing in the 0ld Testament, the first to be montioned

1s one for the unclean: ,
"And the Lord said unto Moses: Go unto the people end sanctify them
today and tomorraw, and let them wash their olothes." 1)
"Then the priest shall wash his clothes, and he shall bathe his flesh

in water, and afterward he shall come into the camp, end the priest
shall be unclean until the even."2) :

Then there wms a baptism of priests at the consecrations "and shalt wash

them(Aaron and his sons) with water," is told Moses. 3)

Defilement of the body also made washing necessary, as recorded in Exoduss:
"And the Lord spake unto Moses saying, Thou shalt also make a laver
of brass, to wash withals and thou shalt put it between the taberna=
ole of the congregation and the altar, and thou shalt pat water there-
in, For Aaeron and his sons shall wash their hands and their feet there=
in, When they go into the tebernacle of the congregation they shall
wash with water that they die notj or when they come near #mto the
altar to minister, to burn offering made by fire unto the Lords so
they shall wash their hands and their feet, that they die not: and .
it shall be a statute unto them forever, even to him and his seed
through their generationg."4) '

Also the psedms mention some washingss
"I will wash mine hands in imnocencys so will I oampass thine altar
oh Lord,."5) '

"VWerily I heve cleansed mine heart in vain, and washed mine hands
in innocency."5)

And one who had touched a carcass was commanded to wash both his clothes

and his body. 6) Those who had recovered from leprosy had to wash.7) On

the day of atonement the high priest performed some special ablutions

both at the beginning end at the oconclusion of his duties.8) The man who

lead the scape-goat to the wilderness, the one who carried out of the

oamp the bullodk eandthe goat for sin-offering had to wash his flesh with

water,9) The Levites were sprinkled with water at their cnseoration.l0).

The priest and\e.aymen. who prepared the ashes of the red heifer had to

bathe,11). And there were still some other ceremonial washings or baptisms,

whioh will not be mentioned here.l2).

The most interesting of the Jewsph washings or baptisms, and the one to

whioh John's baptismd, in it's outward form, was related to, was the bap=

tiem of proselytes. Ousiders, who thus wishedt o become members of the
X.19,10. me19,7.(Heb 9,10, ) 3)Ex,29,4b.(Ex.20,1=9340,123Heb 10,22,

g Exe30,17=21 . (Ex,40,30=32, )6 Ylov,11,24=2839.4055,2522,4=6.) 7){pv.136,34)

lev.16

4424),9)187.16,28=28),10)(Nume8,5=T021), 11)(Num.19,7=10,
12 (IﬁVliszl- 9] )N\m.19:11-28.) m\)rl(:.ZI,l:s. 53.26—1125)( 5')(’».1.6,(.; Pﬂ-‘?&,]&.
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- Jewigh Church, were instructed in certain parts of the Law, and after
making prefession of their faith were immersed in water, and after
that were considered full-fledged Israelites. Edersheim notes four kinds
of suoh baptismss ; '

1% dor ha shaar "')‘LJL{._[SI ) R Proselytes of the gate.

2e Gor to shabh JUIYJ1 1R  Sojourner sdttled among Israel.

8. Ger hasedeq p"l—gg ")K Proselyte of righteousness.

4, Gor haberrith JI")QS:I- ‘7 K Proselyte of the covenant, “-1)
"It is not necessary to discuss the much-vexed question of the source
of whioh the Baptist derived his baptisme same say from tle Euaoms..;..
It is enough for us to remember that he was 'sent' to baptigze, that
the 1dea of his baptising was 'from heaven' and that in his hends the

rite assumed altogether novel and important funotions." 2)

In order to become better acquainted with Jolm's baptism, it will
help to disouss the difference between his and that of Chirst's baptism,
about which subjeot much has been written and said.

1; Edersheims Life and Time of Jesus tl® Messiah,II,p.T46.
2 leyirs Jdohn. the Baptiﬂt. pP«84.



JOHN'S AND CHRIST'S BAPTISM

It may be said from the outset that there are no essential diffe-
rences between John's end Christ's baptism, but several mfp‘r ones, which,
if onsidered as differences at all, are not a matter of importance, Dr,
Pdeper says that the correct view of this matter is not important, since
John is not baptizing anymore. 1) Fahling sayss "While it is of not par=
tioular, prosent interest or practical value to discuss what degree of
difference, if any, or similarity between it(John's baptism) end the
Sacrament of baptism imstituted by Christ, it is olear that his baptism
Was a divine institution as he sald himself "he tht sent me to baptifsze
with water”.2) "It was not(only)merely an initiatory ceremony but an
actual snd effectual means of grace, bestowing upon those whé received

it upon sincere repentangce,  rgiveness of sins."2)

John's baptism end that commanded by Christ have many things in
agreecment, which will be mentioned first. Both have a diwine command.
John had its "Annas and Caiphas being the high priests, the Word of God
Game unto John, the mn of Zacharias in the wilderness, and he ocame into
all the country about Jordan, presazhing ‘tha baptism of repentance for the
remission of signs."3) And John himself says: "And I knew Him notj but
He thmtsent me to taptige with water eto,"4) When Christ asks the priests
end elderss "The baptism of John, whence was it? from heaven or of men?"5)
He implies the enswer:'from heaven'. In Iyke it says that those who were
not baptized rejecped God's ocounsel, aﬂawing that John baptized at God'g
command: "But the Pharisees and lawyers rejeoted the ocounsel of God a=

geinst themselves, being not baptized of him."6)

John's baptism was, as Christ's, a commanded baptism, one lnoaqvlth
water, John sayss "I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance."?7) And
againg "I indeed heve baptized you with water."8). ‘

TFfoporsDomtfo,III,SST-SSB. 2) FahlingsLife of Christ, 137,
3) Luke 3,23 4)John,1,33, s)u.t.zl.zs.e§x.uh 7,30 T7)Mat.3,1le.

8)Meark 1,8;(Luke 3,16; John 1,2633,23.)
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Finelly, like that of Christ's cormanded baptism, it was one unto
repentence for the forgiveness of sins. "John did baptige in the wilder=
ness, and preach the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins."l1)
¥eyer gives three different signs or symptoms of repentance, in commeotion
with John's baptism, They are: "l.Confession.2.Fruits worthy of repentance.
3¢ The baptism of repentance." 2)

However the follwoing differences between the two baptisms might be
noteds In Aots we read of St. Paul rebaptizing soms of the Ephesians,who
had already been baptiged with Johngs baptism. After Paul heard of them,
that they wore baptized with John's baptism, he saids "

"John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the

people, that they should believe on Him, which should come after him,

that is on Christ Jesus. When they heard this, they were baptized in

the neme of the Lord Jesus." 3)

The chief points of difference between the two baptisms are indicated
in this passagze. John's baptism is consistently called a "baptism of re=
pentance”, It was administered to adults only, to such as confessed their
8ins, as had reached the age of disoretion as Mgthew says: "And were bape

tiged of him in Jordan, confessing their gsins," while the baptism of

Christ is for all people, inoluding the children, as Peter, after admonishe

ing tle people to be baptized, sayss "For the promise is unto you and to
your children, =md to ell that are afar off, even as many as the Lord,
our God. shall 0&11'“4)

Prof, Heuer, in his paper on John the Baptist mentions thiss

"Zum Beweis fiir den Untersohied gibt man Apost.l9,1«6 en. Das scheint
80, aber hermeneutisoche Regel ist, 'dasz man, wenn eine Person redend
eingeflihrt wird, die Rede derselben erst dann abgeschlossen sein
18sst, wenn dér Kontext selbst une szwingt, die Rede als abgeschlos=
sen zu fassen.' Es gzwingt uns eber hier der Kontext nicht, Wie bei

Apost. 2,38, Pauli Rede ended erst mit Vers 6. &)

1) Mark 1,43(Luke 3,3). 2) MeyersXJohn the Baptist,79«83, 3) Aots 19,45,
4 nﬂt.s.a’(lﬂrk 1.5)' Acts 2.39. 5) cherISynoB.r. nm-lalgg 39.
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Aots 19,46 reads "Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the bap=
tiem of repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe on
Him, which should come nfter him, that is on Christ Jesus. v.5./hen they
heard thig, they were baptized in the neme of the Lord Jesus," The argument
18, thht v.5 bolongs to Paul8s speech, s aying that Jolm beptized people
in the neme of the Lord Jesus. However that does not seem correct here,
Verse five is tho gtofment of Luke, referring to the people who heard
Paul's speech and consequently were baptized by Paul in the neme of the
Lord Jesus, Iy this connection Dr. Kretzmann says: "Both, for grammati-
cal and historical reasons, ve.5 cannot be regarded as belonging to Paul's
wordee CP,,however, Syn.-Ber.,Minn.ma.t..1912.39."1) |

"The baptism of Jesug works and transmits the forgivoness of sins

as a gift which has been earned; the baptism of John points forward

to the winning of this precious boon through the redemption to be

made through Jesus Christ. In short the baptism of John was typlocal,

Preparaetory, as was his preachings the glorious fulfillment has come

in endwith Christ." 2)

Dr, Pieper, in this connection quotes 'I‘};anaqiuu. who speaks against
the identity of John's eand Christ's baptism. Dr. Pleper points out the
following: According to scripture John's bgptism aelso was a true means
of grace "vis detiva and vis effeotiva", On Pentecost day people were
baptized with ohrisﬁan baptisﬁ for the forgiveness of sins "‘ E?T;(’Vfd' ({74
5631/ aZ,M Z’llf!)(/". 80 also was John"a baptism for ropox;tanoq to forgive=
ness of sing JXWZINtt MITAVDAS £05 o/ ;%(a;dz’(;b.i(/: Gorn'aibans
tism gave forgiveness of sins without works "ein Mensch eus den Fharie
sllern in Gottes Redoh kommt", just as the new baptism gives forgiveness

without works,

It is interesting to note whit{ the Enoyclopedia Brittanioca has to
say about this baptism, "In the New Testement itself there are two dis-
tinot kinds of baptism spoken of- the baptism of John and Christien bap-

tiem, Treatises on Jewish dntiquities speak of the baptism of proselytes."3)
mmry.ﬂg'f“l. 629, 2)8“’.?017. 3)3!!0.3!113..111.548-3“.

~
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Notes The baptisms do not seem to be of suh distinct kind as here
set forth,

The following are excerpts from the Bpittanieca, while the notes
@re persgonal remarks addeds
"Wo lkmow very 1ittle about the baptism of John, end all attempts
to deseribe it minutely are founded either upon conjecture or upon
1t's identity with the baptism of proselytes."
Notes True it is, the Bible does not say much regarding John's baptism.
"Was John's baptism en initiation, and if so, initiation into what?"
Note:This may be easily answered, although it is preferred to use the term
admission to the word initiation. It was an admission to the kingdom of
heaven, as it gave forgiveness, and Luther sayss "o Vergebung der Sfinden
ist, da ist auch Leben und Seligkeit."l)
"Did Chrigt baptize in his life-time, or dld Christiesn baptimm prgl-
¥ properly begin after Chrigt's death, and after the mission of
the Holy Ghost?"
Note: John 5,22 says that Christ baptized, however Dr. Kretzmamn says
that tho disoiples of Christ did it in His neme. "Incidentally His dis-
¢iples performed the rite of baptism in His neme."2)

"What was the formulef of John's baptism, and was there any change or
growth in the formula of Christian baptism?" :

Note: The formula of John's baptism, if eny, is not recorded. The formula
was not given by Christ, until the day of His ascension, so there is no
discussion as to whether it was ohangéd.

"The T#binger school for example, think that the formula iy Acts II
1s much earlier than the complete and more developed one in Math.28,19."

NotesIn Ac$s 2,38 it sayss "Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be bape
tized every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the remisd on of
sins, and yo shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost." There is no doubt
that Peter, here is referring to the same formula, that Christ had given,
namely that of the trinity, however, he is not here baptizing, amd not
using the full formula, in his admonition for the people to be baptized.

1) LathersSmell Catechism, 6th, Chief Part. 2) KbetsmannsP.Commentary,l,424,
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The Encyclopedia Brittanioa condl udes thuass
"All these questions require to be answered with much more precision
theh tho present state of our information admits of, before we can
define the prooise relation subsisting between the baptism of
John and the baptism ;f Christ." 1)
Notes It may be stated again, as Dr. Pieper says, that it is not im-
portant to try and meke hairefine distinotions.

1) Enoyolopedia Brittenica, 1900 Edition, Vol. III, 348=349,



SIGNIFICANCE OF CHRIST'S BAPTISM

Mathew tells of the wonderful story of Christ's Baptism in
this ways

"Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jorden unto John, to be baptized
of him, But John forbade him, saying, I have need to be baptiszed of
Thee, and comest Thou to me? And Jesus enswering said unto him, suf-
for it to be so nowj for thus it becometh us to fulfill all rightecus=-
ness. Then he suffered Him, And Jesus, when He was baptized, went up
straightway out of th water; end low, tho heavens were opened unto
Him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting
upon Him, end lo, a voive from heaven saying, this is my beloved Sonm,
in whom I am well pleased."l)

Christ comes to John to be baptized, the king comes to His herald;
not that John would sesk for Christ, as one may expect, but also this
faot fitted in with Christ's statement "for thus it becometh us to fule
£111 all righteousness", Jesus came from Galilee and Mark adds that He
came from Nazareth. dJesus had been living there in His boyhood, of which
we know so little, but now He comes forth, and we see Him humble HKimself
under the Law, aéking to be taptiged by His herald. However, John hesitateid
to baptige Christ, sayings "i heve need to be baptized of Thee, and comest
Thou to me?" John the Evangelist states that John did not kmow Christ at

this time, However, "this passage (Math.3,14) is not out of harmony with
Johnl, 31,33, where John says that he did not know Je=
sus. The apparent entradiction is in the translation
only. In the original the word used (% d&/V ) signifies
'to recognize beyond the possibility of doubt, to be
sure of the identity's Jolm had known of the existence
of the Messiah, either from His mother or by direot re=
velation, but he did not know Him personally, ithen Je-
sus came, the majesty and dignity of His bearing caused
John to surmise His identity, hence his hesitency, But
the aotual identifying sign, which removed all doubts
and made the recognition absolute, did not happen une
til after the baptism, as John relates in his gospel."2)

John had good reasons for hesitaing to baptige chi-iat. Luther speaks of

the ooccasion thus:
"Why does he ocame and seek baptism, as there is no sin end unoleanness
in Him, which baptism would remove? That will be a blessed baptism.Joln
here is getting a sinner, who in his own person has no sin, and yet &s
the greatest sinner, that has and bears the sins of the world. For this
reason He permits Himself to be beptiged, and confesses with this action:

1) Wath,.3,I3-17, 2) Kretzmanns;P.Commentary, 1,15,




‘that He is a sinner, not for Himself, but for us. F,r He here

takee my place and thy place, e nd stands in our steadt, who are
sinners, He must become a sinner for ally He assumes the form of
our sinful flesh and camplains, as many psadms testify, on the oross
end Hys passion, on the weight of the sins, whioh He bears." 1)

However Josus overrules John's obfjection, amswering:s "Suffer 115 to T

be 80 nows for thus it becometh us to fulfill all righteousnesa." The oute
standing traits of Jesus' vicarious work were obedience and fulfillment,
Every righteous ordinance and L,w given to man, He wanted to obey end ful-
f411. So He says, "it becometh us to fulfill all righteousness." From ene
olent times the teachers of the Church have found here a wider and iarger
reference, Luther gives it thuss
"Jegus saysess..If that shall be performed th.t the poor sinners
may come to righteousness and be saved, you must baptige me. Because
for ti® sake of sinners I have become a sinner, must therefore do
what God has ohargedthe sinners to do, in order that they may bee
ocome just through me." 2)
Of these words "suffer it to be aqbto". Meyer says: "with such words
our Lord overruled the obejections of his loyal and faithful forerunner.
This is the first recorded utterance of Christ after a silence of more
than twenty yearss the first also of Hys public ministrysit demands our
passing notice. In His baptism(the) our Lord acknowledged the divine

authority of the forerummer,"3)

The righteousness, of which Christ speaks, Luther explains thus:

"Was ist das,'alle Gerechtigkeit zu erflilllen'? Was ist 'alle Ge=
reohtigkeit'? Das ist alle Gerechtigkeits sich selber ungerecht ache

" ten vor Gott, und w n Herzen bekemnen, dasz niemand kann bestehen
vor seinem Urteil, sondern mfisse sich biicken vor ihm, sie seien also
heilig, als sie immer wollen, und sich Sinder bekennens wie auch Dae=
vid, da er dooh ein Mann war, wie ihn Gott haben wollte, begehrte,
dasz ihn Gott nicht wor Gericht(fordern wollgforderte; denn da mochte
weder er weder alle Menschen bestehen, Ps.143,2." 4)

We thus see Christ here humbling Himself to th level of the sinner, He
counts Himeelf as one of them, under onligations to obey their laws, and
therefore seys to John, "Suffer it to be so now." Jin now understood
Christ's purpose of the baptiup. and he quiesced, and "he sﬁfrorod Him",
meiy to be baptigzed.

8) Meyers J,hn the Baptist, 93«94, 4) Luther 1,2139.
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g And now follows the wonderful menifestation of the Hgly Trinity.
Ag soon ac Christ was baptized , He quickly, straightway ceme out of

the water ond stood at the river bank, His baptism was importent, but
what was to take place now, was still more importent, a miracle. Tye hea-
ven oleft open above Christ, the Holy Spirit descended in the form of a
dove upon Josus, end the heavenly Father's voice was heard ssying, "This
18 my beloved Son, in whom I em well pleased," This was #"a glorious ap-

parition”, an actual heppening, not a vision as in the case of Jaocob,

Stephen and others, 1)

That not only Jesus but also Jghn saw this apparition, is known from
the' gospel which statess
"And J,hn bare rocord, saying, Isaw the Spirit descending from heaven
like a dove. and it abode upon Him, And I knew Him not, but He that
sent me to baptize with water, the seme said unto me, upon whom thou
shalt see the 3pirit descending,and remaining on Hym, the seme is He,
which baptigeth with the Hyly Ghoete, And I saw and bare record that
this ie the Son of G,de" 2
That Jghn saw all this with his own eyes was a great strengthening for him,
and especielly for his office, He thus became the true witness of Christ
the Messiah as the second person of the Ggdhead, which he could testify
to his people. This event was "a miraculous witness of God the Father
to the Sonship of Jesus", 3) I, was a special strengthening for Christ
also, for here He was truly enointed with the Holy Spirit, without measure,
ebove His fellows, 4)Christ had the Spirit before, slready from eternity,
- but here He also fully received it according to His human nature. That the
work of Christ is here approved of by the Fother, in faot by the Holy
Trinity, the ontire Gydhead having a share in the great work of our sal=-
vation,is of great comfort to us, for whom this great work was performed.

"I is en idle speculation to enquire why the dove was chosen; and

to find the camparison in. the perfect gentlemess, purity, and fulness
of life of this bird. let us rather emphasize the fact that God wanted
to convey the idea of an unlimited imparting of the Hol* Spirit to His
Son according to His human nature, Ps.45,8; Aots 10,38," &

e 3 8 310,11, 2) John 1,32e34,
3 xrotmanmP.Gmntary.lld'..l.aﬂzo 4) Pso“."l Hebel,9 §)KretsmannsP.C.1,16.
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Luther in this conneotion points out that all this was especially
done for our sakes, and not for Christ's sake. No one had to prove to
Christ or tell Him, that He was God's beloved Son, but it all was said
for us. Luther points to the special oamfort this gives us, thuss

"Nun wie kBnnte sioch Gott mehr aussohiitten und liebreicher oder
slisger darpeben, denn dasz er spreche, es gefalle ilm von Hersen
wohl, dasz sein Sohn Christus so freundlich mit mir redet, so
herzlich mioh meinet, und so flr groszer Liebe mich leidet, stirbt

A und alles tut, Meinst Mu nicht, wo ein menschlich Hergz sollte recht
fihlen solch Wohlgefallen Gottes an Christo, wenn er uns so dient,
o8 miisst vor F_ouden in hundert tausend Stlicke gzerspringen; demn
de wiirde es schen in den Abgrund des vliterlichen Hergzens, ja,in die
grundlosze und ewige Giite und Liebe Gottes, die er zu uns trigt und
von Ewigkeit getragen hat." 1)

Professor Heuer says: "Jesu hat so die Taufe geweiht, Hat die himmlischen

Gaben auch in die neutestementliche Tqufe gelegt."

1) Luther XI, 2045,  2) Heuers Syn. Ber, Mimn.Dist.1912.




JOEN'S SERVONS AFTER CHRIST'S BAPTISM

What John preachod after the baptiem of Christ is recorded in
John 1 and John 3, The Mrst part roadss .

"John bare witness of Him and oried, saying, thiswas He of whom

I spake, Ho thet @ meth after me is preferred before me; for He was

® fore me. And of His fulness have all we received, emnd grace for

grace, Por the Law was given by Noses, but grace and truth came by

Jesus Christe No man has seen God at any time; the only=begotten Som,,

which is in the bosom of the Father, He hath deolared Him."1) Xgeiy(
Agein John tekes the part of a true herald. Ho bears witness ofhis master,
showing forth the glory of the Messiah, "His witneesing and preaching had
been in the neture of contimual, earnest, impressive, urging end pleading,
in order %o prepare the hearts for the reception of Christ."2) That John
8ays, th t Christ was before him, -that-is in point of honor, euthority,
Power and glory, although John was before Christ in point of time according
to Christ's human nature, He points to the fulness of Christ and His grace,
No matter how much we draw on the grece of the Lord, it is mew every morning.
The eupply is inexhaustible, as St. Paul gjass "Moreover the Law entered,
that the offence might ebound. Where sin abounded, grace did much more a=
bound."3) Moses, who was a mere man, brought the Law, but Christ is both
God ond mem, He brought grace and truth, which will last forever. God is
the essence of grace and faithfulness, but this fact was hidden, and Christ
came and revealed it fully, As He knows the Father, AsHe linows—the—Father;,
and has seen Him, while no one else has seen Him, Ho cou}d reveal Him. He
revealed Him not as a threatening God, but as a most mer@iful, gracious
Father, And now comes the embassy of the Jews to John.

"Andthis"“the record of Joln, when the Jews sent priests and Levites

from Jerusalem to ask him, who art thou? An confessed and denied

nots but confessed, I am not the Christ, An y asked him, what then?

Art thou Elias? And he saith, I am not. Art thou that prophet? And he
answered, No, Tpen said they unto him, Who art thou th t we may give
en enswer to them that sent us. What sayest thou of thyself? He said,
I am the volce of one orying in the wilderness, Mgke straight the way
of th Lord, as said the prophet Esaias."4)

1)!’:‘9‘1 1.15.18. 2)Kl'etmanan.Cantary.!.T..l.‘OB. 3)Rm.5.20. ‘)JOM 1.
.23. v ey .‘ . i i :
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The eppearance of John, his peculiar way of living, end his special
kind of preaching soon caused sensational ¢omment among the people,
This caused the Jews to sent a delegation to John to right-out ask him,
"Who art thou?", accent on the 'thou'. They had a strong suspiocion, that
he was the Messiah. "According to a Rabinic tradition the Sanhedrin was
under a special obligation to prevent the appeating of false prophetsesee
The wedding of Cene was on a VWednesday, We arrive at a Thursdey for the
day on which the committee of the Sanhedrin called on John."1) John could
have easily accepted tle greatest honot , namely that of being the Son
of God, but he sincerely deolines it, definitely answering that he 1s not
the Christ. Also the next question as to whather he is Elias, he dendes,
This he does even though Yalachi end Christ Himself o¢all him Elias.2)
However he correctly denied it, because both passages speak of John as
having the spirit and power of Elias, not that the old Elias was to appear
agein, which was the thing, these Jews thought, nemely that Elias the
Thesbite had appeéared on earth again., Fahling sayss ™

"but he (John) was not Elias, in the sense in which they had put

the question; for they expected a physical return offthat prophet

before the coming of the Lord, and therefore he oould not admit
the suggested identity without misleading theme. "And he said, I

am not."seeThe Investigating Committed , were on the look=-cut for
false prophets mﬁ%‘m? of all prophets, the Messiah."3)
Likewiso he also denies that he is a prophet, or the prophet, for a similar
reason, The Jews understood under prophet in Deut. not the one prophet,
the l!eséiah. but ® me other special prophet, who was to usher in the mes=

sianic reipgn. As the delegation presses for a definite answer, John makes

@ fine confession by quoting Isaiah, saying that he s a 'voioce in the
wilderness',.4) This prophecy he so well fulfilled, as has been seen before.

Now the Pharisees, who had oome with them, begin to question John.
The ggspel readss
And they which were sent were of the Pharisees. And they asked him
and said unto him, why baptizeth thou then, if thou be not that Christ,
nor Elias, neither that prophet? John asmwered them saying, I baptize
with water; but there standeth one among you, whom ye know notj He it
is, who coming a fter me, is preferred before me, whose shoe's latchet
I am not worthy to unloose.,These things were dane in Bethabara, be-
_yond Jordan, where John was baptiz#ing,."5)

§jFailingsLife pf Crrigt,lfdy 2)NaledsSskabellud0lSy o\ oo
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The Pharisees were much interested in what authority John had for his
:éf‘ioe. so they ask, why he baptises, when he 1s neither Christ, Elias,
nor a prophet. Luther says, that the Phardsees here are threatening John,
8everely oriticising him for baptizing. Tpat they here show their true
oolor of deceit (Betrug), that before, they asked so interestedly as to
whether he was Christ end so on, giving the show as though they were much
interested in the Saviour and his work, but now their decéitfulness shows

forth, However John remains true to his cause. He does not make any Gome

Promises tom his reputation (his face) or the like, He emphasizes his
baptism, but omtrasts it,~but—sontrasbe—tb-with that of Christ. Again he
mekes his humble stadement, oconfessing that he is not worthy to unloose
éven as mudr as the sandals of his Lorde. "John's example of oconfessing

Christ before the enemies of true salvation should encourage the Christians
o ell times to stand up courageouslyfor Christ. "1) Some oritics say that

John well knew how to snatoh honor to himself, when he quoted the Isaish
prophecy, applying it to himself. However the opposite is true, John was
humble in quoting it, as he was humble in every way, as has been seen before.
And now John comes with some sweet @ospel. John points to the Lamb of God,
a8 the Bible shates:
"The next day John seeth Christ coming unto him and saith, Behold
the Lamb of God, whioh taketh away the sins of the world. This is He
of whom I said, after me oometh a man, which is preferred before me.
And I knew Him notj but that He should be made manifest to Israel,
therefore em I come, baptizing with water. And John bare record say=
ing, I saw the Spirit, descending from heaven like a dove, and it
ebode upon Him, And I knew Him notj; but He that sent me to baptize
with water, the same sald unto me, upon whom thou shalt see the Spie
rit descending end remaining on Him, the seme is he whio h baptizeth
with the Holy Ghost. And I saw and bare record tat this is the Son
of God,"
What a wonderful testimony, what a fine Gospel was not this, when John,
in the hearing of the many, who were sbout him, saids "Behold, the Lemb
of God, which teketh away the sins of the world," while Christ was coming

. toward him. He undoubtedly had the Isaieh 53 passage in mind, when speaking

1) KretsmamsP. Commentery, N.T.,1,410. 2) John 1,29«34,
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these words. For "Cyprist was the prophesied lemb, the saorificial lamb,
the lamb that was led to the slaughter, And He was the lamb of God, He
Wae provided by Ged, sent out by God, Hd csme with God's full consent
and will,"1) Luther 1likes this preaching of John so well that he says
of ity "This is preaching of exceptional beauty and oonsolation of Christ,
our Saviour; we can nover reach it with our words, yea, not even with our
thoughts." 2) John identifies Christ stlll more by referring the people
baock to his words of the day before, namely that Christ is the ome, who
was before John, and so on. That John says he did not know Christ, is not
@ contradioction, as has been poini:ad out before. John knew of the Messiah,
but he personally d17hot altogether know Him, until he wltneaae.?fehe grand
manifestation at Christ'g baptism, which occasion he here mentions. He
gives hore a 1ittle inside-look into his wonderful 1ife, by saying that it
had been revealed to him before » that the Spirit would descend upon the
Messiah es a special sign to him, of Christ's identity. And since he had
8een and witnessed all this, he could now bear witness with much certainty.
He oould preech and prooclaim with sbsolute definiteness th t this Jesus,
Who had received the Holy Ghost without measure was the Son of God.
Notes"All truly ohristian preaching must have the essential content
of tle proclamation and witness of John, A true ohristian preacher
will first prepare the way for the coming of the Lord through the
pPreaghing of repentance. He that 1s no sinner and does not want to
aoknowledge himself as a sinner, has no need of a Saviour. But then
follows the preaching of Christ, of Jesus of Nagareth, of the Redeemer
of the world. Only by and through such preaching is the eternal Light
revealed to men," 3)
A statement of Luther quoted byseveral writers im this connection,
1s thiss "Ist die Stinde auf deinen Rflocken so bist Dy verloren, ist sie
auf Jesum, so bist Du selig." Thus only if our sin is upon the Lamb of

God ocan we be saved.

Next the Bible tells of how sale of John's disociples heeded his
testimony. "Again the next day after, John stood, and two of his dis-
oiples; and looking upon Josus as he walked, he salth, Behold the Lamb

of God} And the two disciples heard him speak, And they followed Josus."4)

etzmamns P,Commentary,N.T.,1,410. 2)Luther, V11,1717, J
3 ! o # T' "N 1.411. 4 Jth 1.35-57.
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- We.see how John did not grow weary of testifying. Just the dey before

ho had pointed out Christ to his hearers, but we read of no special re=
sults, However, this time, two diseiples, who heard his witness, followed
Christ and boosme His disciplese 7hat a blessing, 1f we @muld lead all of
our hoarers to the Lamb of God im this way, that 1s, lond them to sincerely
believe in the Saviour, nndlthua beoome true diseiples, heirs of eternal
1ife, which Chriet has puined for us ell, by¥ taking our sin awaye And now

wo turn to John's seoond testimony of Chriet,

This is recorded in Johﬁp. whioh speake of Christ's ministry and
John's baptism. "After these things ceme Jesus and his disoiples into
the land of Judeaj and there He tarried with them and baptiged. And Jofm-
also was baptiging in Aenon, near to Salim, because there was much water
there; end they came and were baptized. For John was not yet cast in prison."1)
It now so happened that John and Christ were working in the seme region.
Both were baptizing. It is usually taken, that Chrigt Himself, did not
baptige, but His diseciples did the baptising. 2) Ag these great teachers
wore not so far away from each other, there soon arose disputes, arguments

ooncerning purifying, amonget the disoiples.

The Bible shetes them thuss

"Then thore arose a question between some of John's disciples and

the Jews ebout purifying. And they csme unto John and said unto him,
Rabbi, ho that was with thee beyond Jordan, to whom thou bearest wite
ness, behold, the seme baptigeth, and all men come to him. Joln ange
wored and said, o man onn receive nothihg except it be given from hea-
ven., Yo yourselves bear me witmess that I said, that I am not the Christ
but am sent before Him, He tlat hath the bride, is the bridegrooms but
the friend of the bridegroom, which standeth and heareth him, rejoi-
oeth grently, becouse of the bridegroom's volce., This my joy therefore
is fulfilled,"3)

The question whio h was oausing argument was ooncerning washings end bape
tisne, Thoy were such as what the relation of the Jewish washinge weore to

the baptisms of J,hn and that of Christ, and especlally the question as to
whose baptism was the oorreot one, Christ8s or John's,and of course the
disoiples of John did not like Christ's baptism. They do not mention Christ's

1)John 3,22-24, 3)RretsmannsP.Commentary,NeTe1,424. S)John 3,26+29,




. name, but only refer to Him, as tho one, of whom John gave witness

beyond the Jordan. They show jeolous resentment against Jesus. However
thy were in thefrong md John soon puts thom on the right track. They
shpuld have beon surprized, that John kept up his work and baptism after
the Megsiah had appeared. e 'only reagon John was keepiné at his work
and baptisn, was because he aimed to load more poople to this lemb of
Gods John says, that no one can reoceive anything except from God, that is,
No one cen assume rights, powers, privileges and have success, unless it
be given him from heeven. Bath H¢d John end Christ had their power and
authority frqm heaven, Both had their work to do. It was God's will, that
Ppeople should now flock to Christ. And it was John's aim and purpose to

_ lead people to the Christ, as he further gtates, He .oalls upon his discie

ples to oven help him bear witness, that he has always denied that he
was Christ, end thet on the contrary he has taken the rart of a forerune
nor, He uses the parable to illustrate, namely thet Christ, the groom,
has the bride, the Churoh, e nd it is natural that all believers will
seek salvation in their groom and Saviqur. However, he, John, is tlke
friend of the groam, he only stands bys but he has great joy in hearing
the groom's w ice, how He loadg His sheep to safety. It was a fulfillment
of Jomn's hopes and joy, that people were turning to Christ, for this as=-
sured him, that his work had not been in vain, fhat an ideal prescher was
not this man John? This faot is st#ll more brought out, by the last sac=

tion of his preaching,

It reads thus in Scr:lptm'al

"He must increase, but I must deorease, He that cometh from above

is ahove all; he tlht is of the earth 1s earthly, and speaketh of

the earth; he that ommeth from heaven is above all. And what he has

seen and heard, tla t he testifiethjy and no men receiveth his testi=

mony. He that hath received his testimony, hath set to his seal, that

God is true, For he whom God hath gent speaketh the words of Godj forr
God God giveth not theSpirit by measure unto Bim. Tho Father lcveth the

Son, and hath given all things into His hand. He tht believeth on the

Son heth everlasting 1ife; and He that believeth not the Son, shall

not see life, but the wrath of God abideth on him."1)

I) John 3, 5036,
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The fact which John mentions, that Christ must ﬁ:loreuo. is a simple
Sonolusion, which he @raws, according to which motto he lived during

hig entire 1ifetims, He ever so often humbled himn-eif under his master,

the Mossiah, whose shoes' latochet, he said, he was not worthy to unloose. 1

Ag the friend of the bridegpoom he leads, points, direots people to this
groom, the Saviour, who can give them salvation, "This is the motto of
ell true servants of the Lord. They soe the fulfillment of all their hopes
and expectations in the fact that the people in the congregation do not
oling to the pastor's person, but accept the Word that is preached to
them and put their trust in that alone,"l) Whether the last words of

this seotion are spoken by John the Baptist or the Evangelist, makes lite

tle differcnce as far as the content olfthe statement 18 concerned. The su=

" perdority of Christ is set forth. He is above all. jf/"John an d all earth=

born preachers, in spite of their high calling, are still on the earth,
can only speak in the humility of earthly ability."2) Also John's preache=
ing oeme fram ebove. It was revealed unto him, However, Christ, although
He appeared as a mere man, yet His suﬁremaoy was universal. Although Chriit
is over all, yet His Gospelepreaching, like others, was as a whole not ac=
cepted, But he who received it, has it as @ seal and he confirms the fact, 7
thtt God is truth. Christ naturally speaks God's word, as He is God HimseXf,

His words are truth, for "God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto Him",

as th psalmist says: "Thou loveth righteousness and hatefh wiockednesss There-

fore God, Thy God,hath snnointed Thee with the o0il of gladness above Thy flel-
lows."3) The Father does not only give Christ the fulness of the Spirit,

but gives unto Him also all powersy all the world is in His hand. Here is a
"glimpse into the secret of the Trinity." The Father from Eternity gives

Christ everything. This Trinity worketh faith in the _belimrs. faith in - i
the Son; and all such will have everlasting life.However those, who will 8
l}ot acoept ths Son,and will not believe, will not see life, but will be

1) Kbetzmamm: P.Commentary,N.T.,1,426. 2)Seme ,pe426. 3) Psalnm 45,7,



under the wrath of Godj that is, they will be punished in everlasting
hellfire, This ends the sermons of John the Baptist. What a preacher
was he not? Whht can one not learn from him? More of an application to

this will be made in the conolusion of the paper,




JOHN'S TESTIMONY CONCERNING CHREST

John Sears such wonderful record and testimony oncerning Christ,
that this matter will be ta‘ken up here under a upecial‘heading, where
his testimonies are gathered together. Will first guaote the Bible pase
8ages referring to his tetimony.

John 1,29:"The next dey John seeth Jesus ocoming unto him end uifh,
Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sins of the world."

John 1,365 "And looking upon Jesus, as He walked he saith, Behold
the Tamb of God,"

These two passhes, almost every ochild and adult within the Church knows,
although they may not know, that it was John the Baptist,who spoke them.

John 3, 28-36 is the passage, which has just been disoussed in trea=
ting the last part of John'g preaching, where he gives the parable of the
groam and bride, and makes the known statement "He must increase, but I
mist decerase." Two thoughts, which Meyer mentions in connection with this
known statement mey be mentioned here yets "Firsts the only hope of a de-
oreasing solf is an inoreasing Christ..=-Seconds We must view our relation-
ship to Christ as the betrothal and marriage of our soul to our Maker and
Redeemer, who is also our husband."l)

John 10,41:"And many resorted unto him, and said, John did no mira=-
oles but all things that John spake of this man were true."

Regarding John's testimony Luther sayss

"Adsm, Abel, Noah, Patriarchen, Devid predigten von dem kommenden
Christus, Johannes: Ich aber sages Ja, Br wird kommen, aber also,
dasz er s chon gegenwiirtig, und vorhanden ist."Zf 2) .

"Denn er lehrt von Cpristum dem Herrnm, nicht von Mose dem EKnechte."3)

"Jegus war unbekennt, verachtet, kein Ansehen, Mark 6,3 'Ist er nicht
der Zimmermenng Merias Sohn? Und #rgerten sioh an ihm.'Johannes spriocht

'Dieser ist's, Ich taufe mit Wasser, aber E, ist mitten unter Euch
gotreten."

"Johannes ist ein Diener und Filhrer zu dem Lioht, der da ist Christus,
unser lieber Heiland, Er ist der Fihrer zum Licht,s@Y)¥df nicht das Lioht
selbst, wie die RBmisohen, die Heiligen zum Lioht selbst machen. Johane
nes warnt vor falsohen Lichtern." 5)

I; ¥eyer:John the Baptist, 129, 2)Luther 7,20835. 3)Luther VII,121.
4) Luther VII, 1686, b5) Luther VII, 1508,
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Edersheim says that John points to the difference between himself
and Christ. His baptism is a preparatory one, Christ's is the divine bap~
tiem in tle Holy Ghost and with fire. John's work was preparing, Christ's
that of final decision. John had a now rite, beptism of repentance. 1)
Edresheim gives John's twofold testimony thuss

"John lesrned two lessons at baptisms

1, About the kingdoms 'to fulfill all righteocusness',
2+ About the Kings the spirit, the volce expiained the promised
sign.” 2)
In spite of tho fact that John was tempted by deputaions who came to
ask him questions, John testified bravely anq/cverom all temptations.
Edresheim again sayss :

"he (John) overoamo = the first temptation by the humility of his

intense sincerity, the second by the absolute simplicity of his

own experimental convictiony the first by what he had seen, the

second by what he had heard concerning the Ckrist, at the banks of

the Jordan." 3) 3

"The last recorded testimony of the Baptist had pointed to Christ

as tho bridogroom,"4)

"In simple Judeen illustration he was only 'the friend of the bride-

groome Ho claimed not the bride. His was another joy= that of hearing

the voice of her rightful bridegroom, whose groomsman he was. In the
sound of that voice lay the fulfillment of his office," &)
Wie may think,'what is it so special about John, that he was the first to
point to Christ?! Howovei'. we too make much about first discoveries, the
first new aohie"iinhnts of goms note, soms new feat, such as the first wire=
less communication, Linbergh's first orossing of the Atlantiec oceen end
the like; why should not John's first pointing directly to the Meassiah

be considered sométhing special?

-l; Edersheims Life end. Times of Christ the Messiah Vol.I, 270.
2) The same,p.236, 3) The same,p,340. 4) The same, p.663+ 5)The same,p.656.
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CHRIST'S TESTIMONY CONCERWING JOHN

John by this time had been cast into prison, but as mentioned in
the first part of the paper, John still kept up his good work, by leading
his disciples to Christe. This time .he sent two disoiples to Christ to ask
whether he be the Messiah or not., Renan thinks that"there is nothing to
inferm us" as to whether John was certain about Christ's Messiahship or
not. However Fahling correotly does not believe "tlat there was any doubt
in the mind of him who had said *Behold the lamb etc.' and who lﬁd already
released some of his best disciples to Jesue."l) However here is mainly to
be disoussed the wonderful answer Christ gave to the messengers of John.
Luke statess |
"And in that seme hour he cured many infirmities and plagues and of
€ivil spirits, and unto many that were blind he gave sight, Tpen Jesus
answering said unto them, Go your way,and tell John what things yo .
have seen and heard; how that the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers
are oleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, to the poor the Gos=-
Pel is precached. And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended
in me, 0"2) :
The disciples could not have came to Cﬁriat at a more fitting time. For
they just arrived to see Christ perform all kinds of miracles, which
are mentioned in detail in the Gospel. And to these miracles Christ points
in enswer to the dsiciples of John. These were the ver& fulfillment of
the 0ld Testement prohecies, such ass
"Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, endthe ears of the
deaf shall be unstopped. Them shall the leme man ieap as a hart,
endthe tongue of the dumb sings for in the wilderness shall waters
break out and streems in the desert,."3) :
Agains"The spirit of the Lord God is upon mej beceuse the Lord hath
annointed me to preach good tidings unto the meak; he hath sent me
to bind up the brokenehearted, to proclaim liberty ta the captives,
end the opening of the prison to them that are bound; to prooclaim
the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of vengence of our Godp
to comforta ll that mourn;™4
Any one who knew the 0l1d Testament and would see these things being fule
f41led could heve no doubt, that Christ was the Messiah. Christ adds a
warning, that those are blessed, who take no offense in Him, thus admonish-

ing them not to take offense, This was the danger;' as Christ did not turn

i) enansJosus and the Apostles,153, 2)1&11:0._1.21-23.' 3)18435,6=6, 4)1&.61,"1.'2.'

Fahling;Life of Christ, 2856
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out to be, what most people, oven the disoiplé- of John expected the
Hessiah to be. Tynoy expecfed Christ to be a pergon like John, who prace
ticed much self-denial, 1ived in the wilderness emd so on, but as Christ
did none of these things, they were offendede. .

Now Christ gives testimony about Jghn, tie King ebout His herald,
The gospel readss

"And when the messengers of Jghn were departed, He began to spesk
unto the people concerning Jghn, vhat went ye out into the wilder=
ness for to sce? A reed shaken with the wind? But whet went ye out

for to see? A man clothed in soft raiment? Behold,they which are
gorgeously spparelled, and live deliocately, are in king's cmurts.

Byt what went ye out to see? A prophet? ¥ea, and I say unto you,

and much more than a prophet. This is he of whom it is written,

¥ behold, I sent my messenger befora‘!;lw face, which shall prepere
- thy way before thee,."1) j

Christ firet puts aside some of th people!s false idea about John, He
asks if they consider him a reed, blown to and fro by th wind., Luther
says, that Christ's question indioates that some of the people had this
idea of John, namely that he was two-faced, I¢ they did, they had no rea=
gon for it, for J,hn certainly elways was sincere and on the contrary was
faithful to his call, no matter what temptations came to him, That there
ere memy such "R,hrprediger" and "Rohrohristen” 1s indeed true, H,w many
people .in our day do not like to oall all religions the true religion, end
sad to state, that even many preachers really are blown to and fro in
their beliefs and conviotions, Next Jesus points to the fact that Jyim is
not parading about like a king, dressed in precious garments and ornaments,
but on the contrary is living a 1ife of self=-denial, whéh the people knew
only too wedl. Tyen Jesus pemss points direotly to the fact that J,hn is
the engelymossenper, who was to go before Him, and quotes the Malachi 3,1
propheoy, Ay Jesus Himself quotes this prophecy, there should remain no
doubt for any one.i that John was the very messenger.

But Christ has further praises for John, which are stated in Luke

as followss

1) Luke 7, 24-27,



"For I say unto you, Among those that are born of women there is

not a greater prophet then J,bhn the Baptiasts But he tiat is least

in the kingdom of God is greater than he, And allYf the people that

heard him, and the publicans, justified God, being baptized with

the beptism of Jghne But the Pharisees snd lawyers rejected the

ooungel of God againstrihomselves being not baptized of him," 1)

"In solomn terms Christ gives His own evaluation of the worth of
John the Beptist." Not only has no ome arisen, as great a prophet es
Jghn , but among all mankind there will be no groater. And yet "he who
is comparitively less in the kingdom of heaven, according to tle standard
of that kingdom, or who occupies a lower place in it, is greater than John,
in respect of the development of his faith end spiritual 1ife,."2) Although
John was the herald, yet he only saw the dawn of the kingdom. All believers
of tle Now Testament, be they ever so small, see a greater light than
Jghn, for they have tle whole revelation of the great work of salvation
before them. Tne work of redemption has been worked out, has been fully
completed, and in that sense tlev are greater than Jghne Tpis word of
Christ had_ it’s effects many people were baptized by John, even publi=
cans, but as has "always been the fate of the Gospel-message with the
regard to the majority of people",there were soms who "rejected and
spurned this sounsel of lovey they refused to be baptized by John", name=

1y the Phariseces and lawyers.

Finally, Christ gives yet a parable, nemely that of children in the
merketepleace.

"And the Lord said, whereunto, then shall I liken the men of this
generation? And towhat are they kike? They are like unto children
sitting in the market-place, and calling one to another and saying

we have piped unto you, and yo have not dancedy we have mourned to

%@ you, end ye have not wept.Fgr Jg aptist came neither eating
. Bread nor drinking winej and ye say, he hath a devil, The Son of man

is ooame eating end drinking; end ye say, Behold, a gluttonous men,

and affwinebiber, a fréfd of publicans and sinners, B,t wisdom is justi-
fied of all her children," $

" Jesus here, with this parable ohidu_ and‘ soolds the inconsistency of
_tl® Jewa, and especislly of the Pharisees, cuﬁparhg them, with capricious
(freakinsh) children in tle: streets. They try to play meny games, dbut they
T) Tuke 7,28=30 2) Schaff: Commentary, M,thew, 206+ 3)Iyke 7,31-35,
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camnot agree upon any. If the one side suggests one game, then the

othere do not respond in the play, and thus they come to nothing;

Just so tho Jews and Phardsees, Jghn comes and lives a 1ife of selfe
denial, him they call a man with ) a devil, Christ does the opposite,
1lives end pgoes sbout like the rest of the people, and Him they call a
winebiber and a gluttonous man, .a friend of the publicens and sinners.
The Groek, which Christ uses here has a pley on words, dence’ and lement,
bringing out the omphasis of His thought, thuss A

Cne ke iy fetd 0k cél,g)(_y’ouo‘ﬂ}g-
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"Tnere is no disagrecment between this passage and that of Mathew
11, 19, (Ohe has 'justified of all her children', the other !'justified
of her works',) ( 2/’0/01/ -—-'Z'Z/KVW). By, @ slight change in the vocali=
gation the Aremaic word used by Jesus may mean either 'works® or 'children’'.
Both renderings are inspired and acoepted by G,d«" 2) The personal divine
wisdom, Cprist, Prov.8, was obliged to. justify Hymself against the jJudicial
verdiot of those who should have been His ohildren by faith, but who ree
fused to accept Him, His works stood the test of God's judgement in spite
of their unbelief, Thus ends the speech of Christ concerning J,hn the -
Beptist, Now let us look at the character of John's teaching, u:\s a final
heading/,

T ——
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CHARACTER OF JOHN'S TEACHING

Some may think that Jghn was the "horn of ealvation" but that is
not the oase. Christ was this "horn of salvation"s 1) A negative charace
teristio of John's teaching was,fhat he did no miraclee. Of this Luther
says;

"Aber dies hat Gott sonderlich verwahrt, dasz St. Johannes kein
Zeichen getan hat, wie in Jolm 10,41; sondern das ist sein Werk
gewesen, dasz er von Chrigtus sagt und auf Christum geseicht hat,
Wh:i::usia‘zer, der nicht ein so strenges leben geffihrt, hat viel
vpogrzeiohon goteg, und ke auch sndgre, Apogies ist S0beEnF R
hebt,die ihm des Lgbens halben gleich gewesen sind."2)

A characterisgtio, which John was to have according to prophecy,even
foretold before his birth, was that he was to be like Elias. Luther sayss

"Er (Johannes) ist Elias, der kommen 80ll...Kein Elias wird kommen."3) |
"Wie Elias die Heiligkeit Ahabs umstiesz; s0 algo muss auch Johannes |
tihn, musz zu Trimmern stossen alles was unser ists Hitet Euoh vor |
den zukiinftigen Zorn, musz er sagen; denn Ihr seid verdammt in den )

i

Tod und HB1lle, wnd(predifen) dasz wir allein auf Christum kommen
miissen, Und des heiszt, dann kommen in der EKraft und Geist Elia,"4)

Edersheim in this connmection sayss ™

"It wae to a sooiety secure, prosperous luxurious, yet in imminant

danger of perishing from hidden festering disease; and to a reli-

glous ocommunity, which presented the appearance of hopeless per=

version, and yet contained the germ of a possible regeneration, |
that both Elijah and John the Baptism came. Both suddenly eppeared |
to threaten terrible judgement, but also to open unthought-of possi=- \
bilities of good and, as if to deepen still more the dmpression of
this oontrast, both appeared in a manner unmexpected, and even anti
the habits of their contemporaries. John came suddenly out of the
wilderness of Judea, as Blijah from the wilds of Gilead. Johm bore
the same strange aszetic appearance as his predecessor; the mes-
sage of Jolm was the counterpart of that of Elijah,his baptism |
that of E}ijah's novel rite on Mte Carmel."§) |

Edersheim thus has well shown the ocmparison of John and Elijah., How
Christ called John Elias, has been dlscussed before, as well as other
passages in Seripture, calling John Elijah.

John's teaching was an 'Isaiah-preaching, "Brightly refleoted from
Isaieh was that of the annointed Messddh, Christ, the representative,
the priest, king and prophet, in whom the institution and sacramental mea-

I; Tuther X1,2275¢ 2)The same,p.2268, 3)The seme,p.98. 4)The same,p.2266
6) Edresheim:;Life andTime of Christ tle Messiah,1,255,
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ning of the priesthood end of sacrifices found their fulfilment. 1)
Edersheim has some morzfprniae for John in words like thiss "Nothing
more noble can be conceived than the selfabengation of the Baptlst in
olrcumstances, which%%knot only have turned aside an impostor or an
enthusiast, but must have severely tried the oconsteancy of the truest
man,"2) He was "the greatest of those born of women, was also tk most
humble, the most retiring and self-forgetful."3) To show how the 0ld
Treb ament nrophecies had effected John's teaching, Edersheim sayss "The
Prophecies had been the lNusio of his soul for thirty years."4)

Three outstanding featuresof John were, says Heyers: "l. His indepene
dencee 2. His simplicity. 3. His noble office. 5)
Among the writings about John, one finds quite a: few questions,
which well show the kind of thoughts, which may have been in the mind
of John, but he overcams all of them, and did not let any of these seem=
ingly diffiocult matters get into the way of his teaching. First some ques=-
tions concerning his paralleled ministry with Jesus. "
"But why did John o ntinue to baptize? Was it because Jesus had not
yet come forth? Was John mistaken tlsat he should? Or was it because
John was not convinced of the Messiahshipyf of Jesus, or must the parale

del ménigtry be looked upon as a splitting asunder of the Hessianioe
moment? Cergainly not."6

And when John was cast into prison, culd he not haveg]&.*houghta as these:s

"Was this the kingdom he had ocome to announce as near atwhands for
which he had longed, prayed, toiled, suffered, utterly denied hime
8self nd all that made life pleasant, and th rosy morning which he

had ‘hailed with hymns of praise? Where was the Christ? Wias he the
Christ®iWét was he doing? Was he eating end drinking all this while
with publicans and sinners, when he the baptist was sufferdng for him?
Was he in his person and work so quite different from himself? And

" why was he so? 7)

From what has already been fully disoussed, we know exactly how John would
have answered these questions, He well ui:deratood. and algo made hig dis=-
oiples understand, teaching them to oling unto the Lamb of God.

Windisch makes efforts to show tle ocontrasts between Jesus and John,

such as to their ways of 1id ng, their food, their olothing, their death.§)
rgsmn’nﬁ'm of Chirlst the Nesslah,T, 357, 208amespe655s -
3 )8ame,p.338, 4)Same,p.339, 6)MeyersJohn t, Baptist,162f, 6)Fahlings:life

Of chr:lst.p.l'?é. 7)Edmahmll&if‘ and Tm'l.selo 8 Z.itsolu‘ift r.n.t.v.az.l.w.




"these: Joln's death was a traglo close, th t of Jesus a beglnning.

The contrasts which leyer mekes between Jesus' gnd John's deaths are

John had no control over death, while Jesus meamt to diee John's grave
proved that hewas dead; the grave of Jesus prmq‘th opposite, as it was
empty, snd thus showed tlmt Christ had arisen.l)

A new and intercsting comparison is that of John and Iyther, Thia
camparison is made by Dr. Krauss. Thefollowinz are notes teken from his

book "Unger Brbteil", where he goes into detail with this comparison,

John reformed the Jewish Church, at a time when there was no more
true prophet, who uncovered the blidness of Igrael, to wake it from it's
spiritual sleep, Luther reformed the Church under s imilar conditions. As
before the time of John, so also before the time of Luther & d people
try to gain forgiveness of sin by works. the majority of the Jews believed
to become clean and rightecus before God by means of the outward sacrifioce,
while a small group tried todappease the wrath of God, by seeking a special
holiness, "Mingze,Dill und Kimmel™, gziving the tenth, fasting and putting

on a sour facee Thus also the ¢ hristians of the time of Luther.

John taught repentence and Gospel, so also Luther. John caused an

ewakening 'Eregung' emong the people, so did Iyther in the whole world.
John chided the righteous pharisees, Luther the indulgence sellers. John
says,"Ihr Otterngesziichte", Luther ssys against the abomination of indulgences

"Ihr Ottergesfichte, wer hat denn Euch gewlesen, dasz ihr durch Ablaszbrie-
fo, um Geld mBgt Vergoebung der Stinden und Gnade bei Gott erkaufen? Glaubt

Ja nicht, dasz Ihr bei Euch sollt sagens 'Wir haben ja die heilige R®mische
Kirohe zu Mutter, und den Pgpst zu Rom zum Vater, darum kenn es uns niicht
fehlen. Es wird Fuch wohl fehleny dis werden samt ihren Meistera zum Teufel
fahran. die vermeinen, durch Ablasgbriefe 1hre Seligkeit Adzewisz zu werden.'
Theses 32, "Darum sehot zu, tit Pudfd reohtschaffene Buszel"

1) MeyersJohn the -Baptist, 210 ff,
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John brought the Gospel and pdimted to Christ; so Luther also
brought the jf ewaited and expected comfort.

John had success, so also Luther. John pointed his people to the
S8oripture, tle Prophet Isalah, so also Luther, He trenslated the Bible
and gave it into the hands of the pedple.

Luther reformed the Church 1like Johne John called the pharisees and
soribes, in spite of their special works of righteousness, hypooritical
generation of vipers, end on the other hend unto those, who with a true
heart, asked how to do works of repentance, he pédinted to the works, ac-
cording to the Ten Commandments, Luther did likewise.

John gave individual ® unsel to the people as how to improve their
lives, he taught his disoiples how to pray, 8o also Luther, As John, so
Luther adorned his teaching with his life and works, As John was not like
& reed, so was Luther also steadfast, even to his blessed end.

As John did not, by'soft-footing' , try to enter the houses of kings
and officials, so also Luther did not eithery he did not fear to tell high
officials of the truth, be it ever so dangerous for him. John accord ng t o
Christ's testimony, was the greatest prophet, yet he was very humble at
heart, He did not do like the pharisees, reject the publicans and prosti=
tutes, who followed his call to repentance, but he had an open ear for any
one that came to him, Hywever, he strongly oonfessed and spoke against those
who wished to honor him more than he was worthy of, Still he did wish to be
held for what the Lord had appointed him, tét is for the Lord's herald,
for in that oase, he was not only defending himself, but the honor of God.
80 also Luther,

As John was perseouted, soa 1lso Luther, As John confessed hié Lord
unto demth, so also Luther, 1)

Meyer, in his book on Joln also makes a ocomparison between John

and Savonorola. 2)

1)Dr. KraussisUnser Erbyeil, p.83 ff,
2) Meyers John the Baptist.



John was the greatest prophet. This, Christ fl rst of all proolaimed

to the world, Lufher sayss "Keiner ist eoin vortreflicherer Prediger ge=
wesen, der von so grosgen und gégenwirtigen Sachen geredet hitte."1)
"Viele loben Johannes vm sein leben....Kleidung, Speise, kein Wein,
Bier ues.We...dies sind niocht Johannes hBchsten iigrke, sondern er hat
auf Chrigtun gozeigte...der gr8szte won Weibern geboren um seiner
Lehre willen.,..llprte und Werke unterscheidet die Sohrift wie Himmel
und FrdesseeZacharias lobt seinen Sohn, dasz Gott sein Volk hitte heime
gesucht,....Johannes allein, dasz er Christd VorlBufer sei."ZJ 2)
Fahling says, that in the "noble reply" whioch John gave his disociples
when t!ny/g___sked end compalined that Jesus was a 1so baptizing, John
showed forth his "inherend greatenss".3) In wnnection with great prophet
he says: "In fact the correot understanding of the whole matter is thiss
the purpose andthe person oi]‘éhe herald, the nature of the preparation, the
nature of the king end the kingdom required intelligent attention and

believing hearts."4)

John's central dootrine we have mentioned before in his mrd‘éﬁi
"Repent, for the kéngdom ogheaven is at hand." The Encyclopedia Brite
tanioa also gives this as his celytral dootrine, name:ly the kingdam of
heaven, John stood between the 0ld andthe New Testament, between koses
end Christ, In Mathew we reads "And from tle d ays of John the Baptist

I until now the kongdom of heaven suffereth and the violent take it by
foroce, for all the prophets andthe Lgw prophesies unto John.% John brings
the pecple into heaven andtakes away helle.6) Although John lived lonmg
before a Luther or a Walther, he already in his day well distinguished

between Lew and Gospel, Luther says in s sermon about Jom, thiss

"Darum ist wohl und mit Fleissz zu merken, dasz Gott sweierlei Vorte
oder Predigten von Anbegin aller Zeit gesandt, Gesetz und Evangelium.
Diese gwel Predigten musz Dy wohl unterscheiden und erkennen: denn
Ioh sage Dir, dasz auser der Schrift kein Buch geschrieben 1st, auch
von koinen Heiligen, das vorhanden sei, d arin dlese swei Predigten
reoht untersochied“¥sren gehendelt, da dooh grosze Macht anliegt su
WiB8ONees +2Wei Extremes dieser hingt an seinen Gottesdienst und ei-
enen Werlen, derjandere schaart allein zu sich und hilft niemandeee.
James 1,22-24),.Das Reioch Gottes stehet nicht in Worten sondern in
Taten,.Seid Thter des Worts und nicht HBrer allein," 7)

1)Luther VII,122. 2) Luther XI,2266. 3)FahlingiLife of Christ,176.
4) Fahling;life of Christ, 287. 5)Nath.ll,12=13, 6)Luther X1X,2258,
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Johu's presching s oglled & voloe, Luther calls it “"wunderliche
Rede, or ist eine Stimme, gerade *wie Aaren goll dein Muynd eein”.l)
This he truly waes, ho wns a voico oslling out into the world, tle true
viord of God, both Law and (ospele From the wilderness oeme forth his

voloe, caliing out into tho open, where everyone culd hear it.

John was the begimner of the Hew Testement preachinge In his presching

the entire New Testament preaohing has been plotured. He was & voice, prea=

‘ching, not a seripturel writing of the word, In the 0ld Testement there

was tho law in the tent, in the New Testement the preaching is in the
wildorness, openly, “Q”E/ar freifh Himmel", He preached with a olaarz loud
voice, without fesre In the New Testement, both the Lew andthe Gospel

is preached at it's proper plade and tim. 2) Thus this great man was the
beginning of tho preaching, whioh we are doing today,

1) Luther 11, 106, 2) The same, 106,
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CONCLUSIOR

This great preacher, John, is an 'upetoedate'! model and type for
Gonsolenteous and evagelical preachers. Ho was a type in that he was a
fearleoss and!!‘rank preacher, who under all oiroumstences called sin sin,
no matier if it struck poor or rich, humble or respectable, servants or
madters. In our day the cantrary is often the case. Nemely, when preachers
become 'reed-preachers'(Rohrprediger), and 1ike Absolom, always spesk to
the people in such a way, as to make themselves likeable, end gain praise
and honor. Not so with John, As fer as a type is ooncerned, a11‘of John's
characteristics might be remembared as an example to us. That ha was
Oourageous, obadient, humble, zealous for his work, sincere, true, not
worldly, willing to ssorifice, preach powerfully, and was faithful to the
end, should be an incentive to any preacher. let us believe like John, and
We van be certain that we are a true ohristian, Let us beware not to try
to do away with sin with good works, 11hi§h Jom so emphatiocally opposed.l)
The preacher's own salvation should move him to condemn sin, as did John.
If he does not & so, he beeomes guilty himself; furthermore, also the
ulviltion of his neighborg should move him, for if he does not punish
8in, he will make it very hard for those, who wonscienteously do 1t. 2)
Finally, let us be faithful to the very end, as was Jolm the Baptist, and
thus heed the exhortation of Revelation: "Be thou faithful unto death, and
I will give thee a orown of 1life."3) In that way we will be able to hear
thepleasant words "Well dome, good andffdthBi faithful servants thou hast
been faithful over a few things, I will meke thee ruler over many thingsi
Enter thou into the joy of thy Lord."4)

THE END

1)Luther X1,106, 2)Synodalrede,Minn.Distriot 1912, 3)Rev.2,10. 4)Mat.26,23,
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