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INTRODUCTION

In begiming a study of. these two epistles of St. Paul
one begins to understand what is meant by the' unfathomable
wisdom of Godf As on_e_delve deepe:; into the text, one must
certainly rfeal‘.l.ze that our humen wisdom is indeed pmw and
inadequate; in fact, not’ even worthy to be termed wisdom}
However, this 1s not to be a dissertation on the wisdom of
man, nor is it in the least wvay to indlcate that man can

‘Pully understand these great truths of Soripture as we find

them in these two beautifully written eplstles, but it is
to attempt in a small way a gomparison between the doctrines
and genéral congtruction of these two sestions of Holy “rit,
w!.tﬁ e prayer to the Holy Spirit to grant wisdom and insight
into the greater and fuller understanding of the Eplstles
to the Ephesians and Colossians let us begin ocur study by
taking up the Ipagogical part. . ‘
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I. ISAGOGICAL MATERIAL

In order to understond wmore fully the situvation and
conditione under which these two letters of =t, Faul were
wirltten, it would bo well for ue %o begin our curvey by
coneldering the two citics which were the hote of the two

congregatione recelving thesm,
1. Colossee,
Ve reed. in mavig! Bible TLietlonary, page 1d4:

"Colossae le e clby of southwestern Fhrygis,
in fzin Iner, lyin; or the river Lycos not far east
of ite conflucrce with the lleander. It war originally
on the tradec rouie fioi sact Lo weet nid wae a2 plece
of rmieh importance, (Hercd, vii, ¥0. Xen, insbagis
I, i1, £)s The road systom wag clhianged =ni the .
noighhoring citlos of Leodlecer ond Hierspolls
(Col, 2, 15 4, 15) cligtont ten end thirvteen miles
respectlively, surpassed 1t in position and weelth,
and the importence of Cologesae declired, Tt wee,
however, llke lecodlcen, Pamous for ite fine wool,
and rotained municipal independence under the
Romane, 2 Chrirtien comrunigy grew up at Colossee
under the mirnistretions of Vpephras and leter of
Archiprpue (0ol. 1, 73 Philemon 2), 0OFf this ehuvch
Philermon woe ar actlive member, and nlso Cneslimus,
(Col, 4, 93 rhilemon 2)," ‘

Col, 2, 1: For I wovld thnt o Ynew what grest
conflict T have for you, =and for then ot Tnodices,
{and them in) snd for es many as have not seen my
face in the flesh,

Col, 4, 18: Ior I beer him recoid that he hath
great zZeal for you and them thet are in Toodices,
and them in Hierapolils,

S -



Col, 1, 7: fg yo also loorned of Epaphras
our doaxr failow-scrvant, wko le for you 2 falthful
ninister of Christ,

Col, 4, 7: 211 my etato ghall Tychicus dsclare
unto you, vho ls o deloved brother, snd a faithfil
minister and fellow=-servent in the Lord,

Gol, 4, 9: Mith Omesimus, a faithful and
beloved brother, who iz one of vou,

Phllemon 2: And ~rchinrug, (a Paithful) our
follow-zoldier, and %o the aohurch in thky (P"hilemon's)
housao, ’

2, ﬁphcsus.

A glty of Twdia on the western ecoact of *=2iz “inor
ot the mouth of the river Cayster, nearl% nidway betweon
1lotug or the south and Smymme on the north, Situsted et
the Jorctlon of natural trede routee, and near o for-famed
shrine of an Aelatlc nature goddess, vhom the CGreeks
identified with Artemls, its growth was assured, In the
eleventh aentury B, C, the tovm war gelzed by the Ionlans,
a seoctlon of the Greek race, Ephssug beceime one of thoir
ghief cities, one of the twelve helonging to 2 confederation
and itgelf the cepltel of Tonla, About 555 B, C, the city
submitted to Croesue, king of Lydia, whose capltol waes at
Sardis, but it soon foll vnder Ferian domination, "'hen the
victories of Alexander the Great overthrew the Fersian

‘Empire, Epheasus came under Greeck=Macedonian rule,




Hitherto it had beon confined to a low alluvial
plain liable to be flooded, About 286 B, C,, however,
Lysimachue eoxtended it to an adjacent eminence which the
water could not reach. By thls change of location the
temple of frtemle was lef't outside of the eity wslls,
In 180 B, G. the Homeang, after defeating Antiochus the
Great at llagnesla, took Fphesua from him, and gave it to
mumeneg II, king of Pergamos, On the death of Attalus IIT
of Pergamos in 135 B, C, it reverted to them, and eventunlly
becare the cepitol of the Homan vrovince of Agia, In 4, D, 29
the city wes much damnged by sn earthquake, but was rebullt
by the emperor Tiberius, Fany Jews wlth lioman citizenship
rosided et Ivhosus nnd mointained n synagogue (intiqg. ziv,
10, 11 and 13; Acta xviii, 193 xix, 17); end Faul, on his
way %o Jerusalem, Lowerd the end or'hié gecond nlseionary
journey, paid a short vigit to the plece, nreached in the
synagogus, and left Aguila sﬁd origecilln there, who continued
the work (Acts xwiii, 19-21). Cn his third journey he labored
at BLphesus at least two years and three months leaving the
city after the riot was stirred up by Demetrius, a maker of
snall silver models of the temple, who found his craft
endangered by the prenching of theo apostle (Acts =ix, le4l),
Paul left Tlwothy behind to prevent the church from belng
corrupted by false dootrine (1 Tim, i, &), Subsequently

returning from Iurope and unable to revisit Ephesus, he



gurmoncd the elders of the church to him at Miletus

(Acte =, 15, 17), Tyehicur was afterwards zent to “phesus
wlth tic Tpictle to Lhe Ivheviens written bLr aul while in
tho militcryr enntiviiy in Fome which eecorded hin rmch

{rcedom, (COf, Lavwip, Nible Yletionary, rpn, 211.212),

che mviii, L0: And he esue ko “phosus, snd lefi
then there: hut e himself entered into the s7narosue and
roaogoned with the Jlevs,

iohs xix, 17: And Thig was known to 21l the Jews
and Cyaelie nlzo drellins ot inhesus,.

1 %in, i, & "¢ 1 besoupnv thee to ablde etill st
';.:!'ﬂ'_("‘.s “’ l-ri:c'-' I '-'u'ni. irﬁ"-O B ,l'!.ﬂ-'.-!duni.ﬂ, ":-il"!’.‘- 12?‘.011 “"i'ﬂhtat
clnrpe some Lhat ther teoch no other doctrine,

ete xx, 18, 17: For I'nul hed deotiermined to sail
b Tphesus, heenuse hie would not spend the fime in Asist
for he leasted i it were possible Tor him to he ot
Joiueniew tho doyv of “entecort, fnd from .iilckbu= he sent
to “chaeng, ond callad the clders cf the church,

L~

3, Fesphroe ene Epopnrceditus,

Evneonras ie p shortoned (neme! form of the name
Epavhroditus, but the name being s comnon one, thore is

no necd to identify the two. -

Tho facts concerning the pereon of Hpaphroditus ara the

following:

Phil, 2, 25-30: Yot I supposed it necessary to send
to you Zpaphroditus, my brother, snd companion in labor,
and fellow-soldler, but your messenger, and he that
ministered to my wante, For ke longed after you all,

——



aud vaz full of heaviness, becauss that ye had heard
that he hod boen slek, ¥or indeed ho was sick nigh
unto death: hut God had mercy on him; and not omnly
him only, but on me also, lest I =hould hnve sorrow
uncn gorrove I sent him the nore aonrefully, that,

wien ye seo him egnin, ye mey rejoico, and that T

mew bo the leag soxrowful, neceive him .Shevefore in
the Tord with all gladness; and hold such in reputation:
heetuse for the work of Jhrist he was nigh unto death,
not regnrding his life, to supply your laclkr of service
townrd ma,

Phil, 4, 19: But T have ail, emd nhoimad: T em

~i1l, having raceived of ¥naphreditue the things ~hich
wore cent {from you.

.

1) se ie colled brother, companion in isbor, “allow«
coldier b~ Faml,

2) Ho wen the riagcoengor of Lhe Thillppisne,

3) Ha worlted werlouslv in Rome nand was eick nigh unto
Adenth, on that naeount the Thilinnisne were distrassed
ho was "¥ull of hesvinese",

4) He evidently carried the epletle to the Philiopians,
Concerming “paphras the facts sre:

Col, 1, 7: Az ye also learmed of Epaphras our
dear follov-gervant, who in for you a2 faithful minister
of Chriat, =

Gol, 4, 12: Fpaphres, who is onre of you, a servant
of Cnrist, solubeth you, always lsbhoring fervently for
vou in preyers, that ye wmay etand perfect and comvnlete
in 211 the wlll of God, :

Inilomon 23: Lpapbras, my follow-vrlsonmer in
Christ Tesus.
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He is oalled fellow-servant;, felthful ninister
by Paul,

e wes & native ond inhabitent of Nolosece,

fe 'sulla represencative be very 1ikely founded

the church thnere, g :
Fig rerlouenese for Toodlces onwd Fierepolls is

irdicated by the fsel tlLiet he very 1ikely founded
the chureues thoprn,
Fe g ocelled the fellov-rriconer by Toul which

indiecatee thot he vrobsbly steved in Rome for

dince Epephras iz azgocinitod with the congregations

on she lycos Liver and Upapbroditus iz connected with the

regation at rhilippl; since the two are abous three

hundred end Pif'ty miles avart: cince theyv seem to have been
at Rome avoul the eamce time, bubt one remaining there much -
longer then the other; sincc the name was n velry common one,

these seen 0 be dlifferent men,



4, Date and place of writing,

Undountedly both there epiletles were written from
Rome during Peults firet militsrv imnrisonment there.
Cologriane was firet, with ‘phesisng following lumedistely
upon it, for they were nHotn borm by the ss=me Tvenicus,
The exect date of this flret impriecoument me rearly ce can
be deternined by the oxtant cvidence is the geer 82«63 1, D,

in substontiation of this view we submit the following evidence:

1) In both epistles Pz2ul is referved to ss heing a2

prisoner for the enke of the Gosgel,

Toh, 3, l: Fer ithlg couse T Faul, the priacner
et for you fentiles,

2 wow rejeice In wy suffering for
vou, and £1ill up theb whkich Is bYohind of the afflictions
of Chrict in ny flesh for hila body'c sake, which is the
crurch,

,
-]
I

Col, 4, 18: The selutatiorn br the hand of me Faul,
Remerber my bonde, Grace be with you, Aumen,

2) Tychicue, the heersr of the letters, will bring

exact informaatlon coucerning raulls welfere and alley
their fears, '

Eph, 6, 21=22: But that ya algo may know my affalrs,
and how I do, Tychicus, a hbeloved brother and faithful
minister in the Lord, snall maks lknown to you in all
things: whom ‘I have sent unto you for the same purpose,

that ye may kmow our affalrs, an? that he might comfort
your hearte, i‘
'




Col, 4, 7«8: All my state shall Tychicus declare
unto you, who 1s a beloved brother, and a faithful
minister and fellowsservant in the Lord: whom T have
sent unto you for the same purpose, that he might kmow
your estate, and comfort your hearts,

3) The description of his captivity identifles it with
that mentloned at the end of Acts (nemely his first Roman
captivity), He had his epostolic sssistents with himj he
could send out missionariess he wes not confined to prison

but could preach the Gospsel freely,

Eph, 3, 1l: For this cause I Paul, the prisoner
of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles,

Eph, 4, 1: I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord,
‘beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith
yo are called, : {

. Eph, 6, 20: For which I am an embassador in bondss:
that therein I may speek boldly, as I ought to speak,

Col, 4, 3: That God would open unto us 2 door of
utterance, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which
T am algo in bonds,

Col, 4, 11: These only ere my fellow-workers unto
the kingdom of God, which have been a comfort unto me,

. The 6pposing view, na;nely that of Schuls, Sohot.t, et alll,
that these letters were written by the apostle during his
earlier imprisorment at Caesarea submits as its first proof
the contention that according to Philipplans it 1s very g
improbable that the persons mentioned as being with Paul
in his imprisomment could have been in Rome, Dieproving
this point is the following evidence:




a) Aristarchus ard Luke made a journey to Rome at this time,.

Col. 4, 10: Aristarchus, my fellow-prisoner,
saluteth you, 3

Col, 4, 14: Luke, the beloved physiclan, and
Demaes greoet you,

b) Timothy and Merk were asked to come to Rome n
the secord letter to Timothy, :

Col, 1, 1: And Timotheus our brother to the sainta.
Col, 4, 10: And Marcus, sister's son to Barmabas,

2 Tim, 4, 9: Do thy diligence to come ahortly unto me,

2 Tim, 4, 11: Only Luke is with me, Take Wark,

and bring him with thee: for he is profitable to me for

the mmstry'

This letter was written very soon after Feul's arrival
in Rome. Also, it 1s very Iimprobable that Timothy should be

asked to work so close to Paul in Caesarea, At this time

Timothy was pastor of the congregation at Ephesus, another

strong proof against the Cacsarean theory,

¢) Tychiods was undaibtedly in Rome, because of the

reference made in 2 Timothy 4, 18: And Tychious have I sent

to Ephesus,
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d) Oneslmus, the runaway slave would more probably
have had opportunity to flee to Rome, because it was much
closer and there was much more trade between Asia Minor

and Rome than between ralestine and '‘Asia kinopr,

The gecond contention of the opposing view 1s, that

Paul couid not have received such exast information concerning
the congregatlions which were so far away from Rome, However,

if some of the men whom Paul asked to come to Rome had just come
from Asla Minor, which we have every reason to belleve, thay -
could have brought these messeges. Though 1little corroborated
evidence cen be submitted to substantiate this view, nove_rl:he‘.l.eu,
it does not follow that the view 1s necessarlly incorrect,

and as yet there 1s just as 1little proof for the assertion that
this was impossible, In conclusion, let it be szid that Paul
hed much more opportunity end lelsure time in vhich to write
these two profound epistles while in Rome, Vhlle in Caesarea
this opportunity waes lacking entirely.

Acts 28, 31: Preaching the kingdom of God, and
teaching those things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ,
with all confidence, no men forbidding him,

Acts M; 35: And he commended a centurion to keep

Paul, and let him have liberty, and that he should forbid
none of his soquaintances to ninister or come unto him,

From these two Bible pamssges we see that Paul had perfect
freedom and hence mich opportunity to do what he wished and
send out those whom he wished,
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For the sake of completeness it would be well to
consider another theory which has recently been propounded
concerning the place from which Paul wrote his Captivity
Eplstles. Although the same reasons asserted in disproving
the Caesarean theory also disprove this new belief that
these letters of Paul were written in Ephesus, nevertheless,
out of deference for other men's opinions, it would be well

to list the reasons for thles theory:

Argument for the Ephesine origin of the Captivity Letters

1) Caee of Onesimus.
Onesimus fled from Colossae =-- more probable that he went

to Ephesus than to Rome, where detection would be sure,

2) Paul's promise to visit Phllemon soon (asks him to
prepare a lodging).
This would be understandable, if Paul was not ‘far away.
He wished to protect the slave Onesimus from harsh treatment,

3) The plan of Paul while in Rome was to go to Spain, Rom. 15, 24-28,
In the Captivity Letters Paul desires to go east to Colossae,

4) Epaphr'as.
He came from Colossae to consult Paul, Would a man travel

1,000 miles to get advice?




« 1lb -

5) The great number of Peul's followers mentioned as being
imprisoned with him,
In Ephesus he was surrounded by workers,

6) Relations of Paul with the Philipplans,

a) The Philipplans gent a collection to Paul,

b) Epaphroditus, the bringer of the collection, becomes 111,

o) A letter or messenger informs the Philippians about the
illness of Epaphroditus and they become alarmed.

d) A letter comes from the Philipplans telling about
thelr concern,

e) Paul sends a letter to the Philipplans stating that
Epaphrodi'tua- was well, '
Note the extended correspondencel

The house of Caesar mentlioned Phil, 1, 13 was the

praetorium of the provinclal capitol and not necessarily Rome,

P T
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8. Concerning the =N EPHESO.

Hany people glve to the Eplatle to the Epheslans an
encyclical character deprlving it of 1its individuality and
foroe.. They claim that it was Just a general letter to be
circulated among the congregatlons of Asia Kinor, This view
has arisen because of the textusl criticiem which pointa to
the fact that the worde Ev ’E(ft'f"’ are missing in aome of
the mamsoripts, Aleo Marclon maintalned that thls letter
was encyclical, despite thc fact that practieally all of
the other Church Fathers living at the same time accept its
addree.s to tho congregation-at Ephesus, Since such a view
would destroy muach of the beauty and purpose of the letter,
we carnnot and will not acoept this visw, unless conolusive
ovidenae can be shown to warrant such a change, In ﬁroto’otion

of our view we state:

1) The first and foremost evidence for our view 1s the
faot that the entire New Testament Chmurch recognized this
letter as addressed to the Ephesians,

2) During his second missionary journey from Corinmth
and Jerusalem Paul undoubtedly founded this congregation.
He had many olose friends there, such as Aquila and
Prisoilla (Acts 18, 19ff,), The second visit shortly
thereafter was a stay of about two years during which time
his work was blessed greatly (Acts ©, 7ff,); many times

————
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he reproved somo of the brethren in love (Acts 20, 31);
hils deperture from the Epheslan elders was very moving
(Acts 20, 17-38), ALl these events show that Paul hed
every good reason to wrilts specifically to Ephesus,

3) The statements of the old Church Fathers on this

gubject:

a) Irena dve haer, V, 2 Jﬁu 0 jrdXapeef Taddas
b sl eimff 7pss *E peclous 'm.:—ni»(, % 1’5.—,«‘5 ToU Cuipmandy
cr. Bph- 5' 30, (Gf. adv. hﬂar. ".?'. 8 W‘th m’hg 1' 13).

b) GClemens Alexarﬂrim;s Paeﬂag. I 5 (e ‘g "otggr P., 108):
I‘

é‘t‘ .’.E;ﬁivwv /i‘é;;i al? ?.‘t (2 d‘w}&w ot 3’{ YTES rwl._""'

6) Tertullien ¢, Marc, V., 17: "Eocleliae veri.tato
istem epistolom ad Ephesios hnabemus emissan,”-

4) ‘Algo the Syriac translation of the Blbhle has the usual
heoading for this letter: to tho Tphesiens, -

5) (Cf, Xretzmann'e New Testament in the Light of a

Believer's Research, pps 95=-94), The introductory sentence

of the epletle surely did not read ’
for that would be almost nonsensical in view of the manner

in which the spostle at othor times designates his reesders.
If the Holy Ghost had intended this letter for an encyclical
letter, He would undoubtedly have gi..yen the names of all the
congregations’ as He does in 1 Pet, 4, 1 and with regard to
the seven letters of the Apooalypse.

S ; T eAtaarraamaetite &
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6) Though the words en Zpheso are niseing in Codices ’
B, and In Codex 67, of the twolfth century, they are foumd
in 211 the cther ancient mamuseripts as well ss in the most

ancient manuscripts now lmown,

7) The entire uncient Church has designeted the letter
as that addressed to the Epheslens, as, for instance, the
ganon Muratori, Irenaecus, Clement of Alexsndris, Ignatiue,

and others, Cf. 3).

8) The testimony of Tertulllan, formerly thoucht to heve
been adverse to the traditional view, has upon closer
examination been found to 'spank in favor of the letter as
directed to Iphesus, Further wiltnesses are Jerome, Ragilius

the Gveat,

9) The argument e sllentlo can at test be only a supporting

argument and should never be permiltted es primary, '

6. Occasion for the wrii;i:;g of the letter to the cbloulanl.

Epaphras had recently joined the apostle (Col. 1, S:
As ye also learned of Epaphras our dear fellowegservant, who is
for you a faithful minister of Christ, who also declared to us
. your love in the Spirit), and his report of the church prompted
the writing of the letters This report of Epaphras, though. not
the report of a: tale=bearer, revealed thnt': falge teachers were

B L
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threatenling the Church, By teaching false doctrine concerning
asceticism, ritualism, and angelology, and a mystic, inoipient
gnoeticlanm, they were undermining the faith of some believers.
Undoubtedly these fmlse prophets were Judalzing Jews bent on
wreaking havoo in the church of Christ, claiming to have a
greater and higher wisdom that Peuvl, They had e theosophigal
tendency whi.éh wae very dangerous end needed prompt attention
from the spostle, Honce the doctrinal séetion is very pronounced
and most important, FPaul epends rmoh time on emphagizing the
suvrenacy of Chriet in.order to combat the contention of
these falsc prophets.that angels as superior beings were to
be eccorded the same worship, Against their asceticlsm he
teaches spiritual morality. The epistle is naturally
bhristologioal. It showe especially Christ's preeminence

and the sufficlency of Hls work of salvetlon,

Col, 2, 8: Beware lest any man spoll you through
philosophy and vain decelt, after the tradition of mem,
after the rudiments of the world and not after Christ,

Col, 2, 18: Let no beguile you of your reward
in a voluntary humility and worshiping of angels, intruding
into those things which he hath not seen, vainly puffed
up by his fleshly mind,
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7. The occasion for the letter to the Fphesians,

"Alford: 'The objJect of the epistle is to set forth
the ground, the ootirae, and tho aim qnd end of the Ghnreh of
the felthful in Christ, He spesks to the Evhesians as a type
or sample of the Church Universal. The Church's foundation,
its coursc, andl its end are hls theme alike in the larger
and emaller divisions of the who"le eplstle, Everywhere the
foundatlon of the Church 1s in the will of the Vatherj the
gourse of the Church is by the setlsfaotion of the Son3
the end of tho nhurch is the 1life in the Holy Spirit.!.

The Church of Ephesus was made up of converts partly
from the Jews and po.v.'ii.lzr from the rentiles (Acts 19,; 8-10:
And thie oontimied by the spece of two yearss so that all thdy
wnich dwelt in Asia heard the word of the T.ord Jesus, both
Jews and Greeks,), Accordingly, the epilstle so addresses e
Church constituted. rFphosus was famed for its idol temple
of Artemis or Diana, which, aftér its having been burnt dowm
by Herostatus on the night that Alexander the Great was bom
(356 B, C.) was rebullt at enormous cost, and was one of the
wonders of the snclent world, Hence, perhaps, have arisen
Paul's images in this epistle drawn from a beautiful temples
the Church being in inner beauty that which the temple of
the idol tried to reslize in outward show," (Jemieson, Fausset,
end Brown, Commentary, p. 341). Kretzmann, Commentary: "There
was no immediate, urgent reason which caused Paul to write

this eplstle, as, for instance, in the case of those addressed
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to the Corinthians and the Gaiatiens, His object was merely
tho deslre to strengthen and establlish the congregation at
Ephesus and with it the -daughter congregations in the entire
roglon, to remind the Aslatic Christisns of the great morey
and honor which they owed to Chrlst, and of which they should
be consclious at all times, and to urge them to fulfil their
calling as followers of Christ with all earnest endeavor,"

8, The besrer of these letters.

There 1z no difficulty here, for it 1s stated explicitly
that Tychlous is the bearer of these letters, He was to bring
these letters to the congregetions, give them the newa goncerning
Faul, sllay thei:l' fears concom:xi.ng hils captivity, and comfort
thoir hearts. At the same time he had another misesion to fulfil,
namely to escort the run-away gl‘ave,. Onegimus, back to his

magters
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II. DOCTRINAL SECTION

Eph, 1, 7: In vhom we have redemption through his
blood, the forgiveness of sing, according to the riches
of hls grace.

Col, 1, 14: In vhom we have redemption through his
blood, even the forglveness of sins,

Dere is one of the most comforting statements of Soripture,
for we have the vicarious atonement stated clearly: "Through °
his blood", not by any work of ours. The concopt of redemption,
a releaéing offected by payment of a mﬂeom, deliverance f£rom
the mti_ribut ive wrath of a holy and just God and the merited
penal'h;ir!\eof gin carries out the thought of the grace involved
in our ziedempt:lon. Wie have merited only wrath and punishment,
but Christ has erased this charge against us with His holy
precious blood. Vhenever we fall aside from the path, we can
always remember that in Christ we have full redemption, Then,
when 3Satan plagues our consclence with despalr, we can show
him our release given and effected by Christ, our Savior,

The text also adde the comfort that we definitely have
the bleseinge of redemption, Christ has shed His blood for usj
we have been freed from the prison of sin, death, and the devii,
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The toxt also states that this ransom is sufficient,
for it in 1tself, without any help on our part, through the

riches of His:.grace, works our redemption, The blood of Jesus

Chrlst, His (God's) Son, cleanseth ue from all sin, The doctrine
of the vicarious atonement of Chrilst here shines in its full
glory and true light, namely that it is a work of pure, ummerited

graco,

Zphe 1, 10: That in the dispensatlon of the fulness
of times he might gather together in one all things in
Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on earth,

Translation: In the arranging for the completeness
of, times to bring together all in Christ that are in the
heavens and on the oearth.

Col, 1, 20: That in him should all fulness dwell;
and having made peace through the blood of hls crouss,
oy him to reconcilo all things unto himself; by him,

I say, whether they be things in earth or things in
heavaeil,

Translation: And by him to reconcile all things to
himself having made peace by the blood of his cross,

.by him whether the things on the earth or the things
in ths heaveus.

In the Ephesians passage espeolally the thought is brought
out, that in Caorist we have the Ha'ad of the Church and also
the unity of this same Church. In the dispensation of the fulness
of times, namely 1n-the divine counsels of God concerning
mankind from eternity, all those in Christ would be gathered
together in Him, This is another comforting reference to our
- election in Christ, We clect are to be one, ga:lzhere.d together
in Christ, This is the dootrine of the unity of the Church

in ocontradistinoction to the pexverted papal view of this doctrime.

The Church is one Church with Christ as the cormer=gtone,
the one Head unifying the Churoh universal.
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The thought of the dlspensatlion of times is to be compared
to tho arrangement of a household, God 1s the ruler and dispenser
of the affalre of the household, and what He has arranged has

been and iz beling carried out at various periods of the world.

The "all" of hoth passages are a comfort to us, telling us
again of the universal grace of our loving heavenly Father. God
is not limited to thls earth, but His .power embraces bc;th_the
things of thie earth and the things and persons in heaven,
Shows the sovereignty of God over all thinge,

Christ is the representative of God carrying out this
plan for the Father declded upon from all eternity, This good
and graclous willl of God was carried ocut by Jesus and a
perfeat recomclliation waé effected by our Savlior between

us and Himself.

considering the background of Coloseians in this respect,
we note ‘that thils refers to the allesufficiency of Christ's
atoning saorifice for the sins of the world., No angel (as the
inciplent (_inost!.ca taught who were threatening the faith of the
congregation at Cologsae just at this time); no man (as the
proponents of workerighteousness of ell ages and all countries
have taught) can effect this reconciliation, but the blood
of Jesus'! oross alome, the atuqing sacrifice of the cod-man,
Ohrist, can effect this perfect reconcilistion with Himself
and with God, No longer will there them be a difference between
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the kingdom of grace and the kingdom of glory, in fact,

no longer are we eetranged from our Heavenly Father, but we

ere brought into close and constant communion with both Jesus
and our Maker by this sacrifice. Peace has been declared between
God end us by this sufficlient ransom pald in full by the.'blood

* of Jesus,

In Christ we have the TAnqpups of God; all of the divine
essence, attributes, and counsels of God dwelt in Him and are
mnanlfested through Him, He is the graol.oué vessel that contains
all the loving actions and decisions of the Godhead toward
mankind,

All this waes done alone through the blood. of the cross.
The blood of the cross of Calvary 1s made the central dootrine
from which our-entire redemption hinges, Thils 1s the ransom
which was required by a just and holy God, this is the suoreme
sacrifice which was brought by our loving Savior when He gave-
His 1ife freely for the sins of the world. j

By Christ, through Christ, and in Christ Go.d now gathers
and will continue to gather all things unto Himself in the ome -
charoh universals By the soverelgn will of God our Lord and
King 1s here recognized as the almighty Ruler of the kingdom
of power, the kingdom-of g'raoe. and the k!.ngdomtor glory.

But especlally we can now state with David (Cf, Psalm 5, 2:
Hearken unto the volce of my cry, my King, and my God),
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"Hear my prayer, O my King end my God," and we: can ¥now that

by the dlvine and eternal decrec of God He i1s empowered to
angwer ovr beseecching. He 1s our Klng through all eternity,
riling tho paths of our life, gulding us in the paths of
rightecusnes=s, leading ua back to His fold when we, as wandering
gheep, oftentimes stray and are lost. Our Soverelgn has also

offected var salvetion, He alone is responsible for the

manifold blessings bestowed upon us,

Bphiae 1, 15-17: vherefore I also, after I heard of
your faith in the iord Jesus, ard love unto all the esints
coaze not to give thanka for you, meking mention of you
in my prayere; thet the God of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Pather of glory, may give unto you the spirit of
wisdur and revelstlion in the knowledge of him,

Trenalation: On this account I also, having heard
soncorning your fildelity in the Lord Jesus and your love
of all the salnte cease not giving thanks for you making
mention on your mccount in my prayers that the God of our
Tord Jesus christ, the Father of nmjesty, may give to ym
the spirlt of Mmowledge and instruction In the mowledge
cf hinm,

gol, 1, 3-4: We gilve thanks to God and the Father of
our Lord Jasus nhrist, praying always for you, since we
heard of your falth in Christ Jesus, end of the love which
ve have to all the salnts,

Transletion: We thank God and the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, alwayes praying for you having heard of
your faith in Christ Jesus and love which you have to
all the salnta, .

In both passages the Sonship of Christ from eternity ia
stated very clearly., Jesus is the Son of God, for He 1s the
tm; Son of the Futher., The motive for the thanksgiving of
Faul ie'the same in both cases namely the falth of these
people in their ‘savior, Jesus Christ, and the love which they
had and showed toward their fellow-believers, the saints,



The apostle carried the trials and the sins of his people,
as well as pralee and thanks In thelr behalf, before the throme
of God's mjes'!:y. Thls he did without ceasinr, constantly,

In thls dey and age we, as pasators, should follow the example

of Paul and carry the needs of our peoplo before the Tord in
preyer without ceasing, constantly placing before the kind and
loving lieavenly Iather who has promised to answer prayer all

the trialc and nceds of our members, In thies respect it would
be well for us to pray the Lord's Prayer all-inclusively, keeping
in minrd the specific needs of our congregation in conjtmgt!.on
with out own neede and trlals, Luther, the greet Father of the
fieformation, on dnys in which ke had an almost insurmountable
amount of work to finlsh, tells us that in order %o finish

this work and mecet his obligations successfully would have to
pray three hours instead of his usual cne. From this section

of Holy Scripture and from the example of such great theologlans
as Faul and [uther we must learn that the pastor's 1ife must

be a life of prayer, not only for ourselves, but also for tho=e

immortel souls entrusted to our care in spirituasl matters,

Faul recognized oand was thankful for the falth of these
saints because it was in evidence, the fruit of their faith
was evidenced by the mumerous good worke and the good report
which oould be given concerning .them, Thus cur fruitful faith
will be evidenced by a Christian 1ife orowned with works of
love and will give joy to the spiritusl shepherds of the soul,
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The prayer of Paul 1s compared to a sacrifice bearing
before God all_the needs, trisls, and thanks of his floek,
These unremltting efforts in behalf of the flock entmstled
to the splritual shepherd 1s the mark of a fsithful pastor,

The Trinity of the fodhead 1s here very much In evidence.
L1l three persons are directly mentioned: The Father or'our
Tord Jecus Christ, Jesus, the Son o the etermal Father, and
the Spirit -- the Splrit who bestows upon us (1) the kmowledge
of the evangallcal truth,(2) the lmovwledge discloaing what
and how great are the benefits of smlvatlion, end (3) the deep
knowledge of God, of Him holy will and of the b_lessipgs which
Hle has bestowed and constantly vestows on men through Christ
Jesus, our savior and King. Jesus is the Kurios, the Lord
of the New Testamont covenant, The Hoi:y Spirit is the Spirit

of wisdom and knowledge in the thorough understanding of Him,

The love wnich curistians show towerd each other and which
is referred to here, is the unselfish and undying devotion for
one another of the same faith in Christ Jesus, This 1s the
outgrowth of our faith and camot be salflsh; but 1s fashloned
after the love of God in Chyist reconciling the world unto
Himself,



Eph, 1, 18: The eyes of your understanding being
enllghtened; that ye may kmow what 1s the hope of his
calling, and what tho rlohes of the glory of his 3
inheritance in the salnts,

Translation: Belng given understanding as respects
the eyes of your hearts that you might lkmow what 1s the
nope of his calling, what the fulnegs of the glory of .
hls eternal blessedness in the saints,

Col. 1, 27: To whom God would make known what 1is
the rlches of tho glory of this mystery among the
Gontlles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory,

Transiation: To whom cod did will to make known
what the richas of the glory of thils mystery among

the natlons (Gentiles) which is Christ in you, the
kope of glory,

3y combining these two precious passages we have the
whole purpose of the preaching of the Gospel. The sole aim
of all Gospel preaching is, and must be, Christ in ug,
the hopa of glory. The first part of the passage points
out clearly the complete inability of man to kmow heavenly
truthe, for they are brought to him oaly when God enlightens
hic eyea and makes known unto him these pres 16ua trmthe,
God imbues us with saving knowledge, He enlightens us
spiritually by opa_n:tng the  darkened eyes of our souls and
shows to us the great chz:iat:lan hope whisch depends upon
the graclous lnvitatlon of God to us to embrace the salvation
of the kingdom of God,

The picture here again, as in numerous other sections of
Seripture, deplots the darkened conditlon of-. the =ouls of men
still dead in trespasses and sins, the utter natural depravity
of mankind, After showing to us the utter hopelessness of our
natural status, after holding before us the awful plcture of

i ARl




ourselves in tne mirror of the Law, God then, in the very

same passage, nolds out the =weet comfort of the Gospel.

The darlmess becomes flooded with the 1light of the Eternal
(_Phos) Light, Jesus, who comes into this darkened realm of ain
and death to bring spiritual enlightenment and eor'nforl: to

our hearts,

Both comforting sectlons of Soripture refer to the
richeca of God's grace, the fulness of God's glory, all of
which goee b0 show us the unlimited grace and merey which
He shows toward vs, The glcry of our salvation is gtressed
and with Justification, for we can have no greater badge of
honoz, no greater distinctlion on earth and in heaven, than
the rame of our dear Savior. This great glory includes also
the hope of our calling into the inheriiance of the saints,
namely our final salvation and entrance into the heavenly
home which Jesus 1ls even now preparing for us in heaven,

Then our God called us with an holy calling, He at the ssme
time awakened in us the hope of this calling, namely the

hope of eternal life, Humasn understending i1s very fallacious,
often duped into searching only the transient pleasures of
this world, but the understanding enlightened by the grase of
a kind and loving heavenly Father knows what iz really of
importance, the inheritance in the saints, This glory 1s
termed "the glory of his inheritence in the saints,”
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This glory of the true Christian lies in the true Church here
upon earth into whlch he has been called through faith in
Christ Jesus, There is where he f£inds all things of true

worth upon thls earth, The Church s the only lasting thing

in this passing world, and by storing up his hope in the 8
.glorious Church of Jesue Christ against which even the gates

of hell shall not prevail, we have mn eternal hope incorruptible,
undeflled, that fadeth not away,

Universal grace snd salvation are' ctreogsed by including
the netions, the Gentllea, In this glorious hope. of the
Chrietian's calling, This is not a restricted gift of God
to o chosen few who are better than the rest of mankind, but
it is a gift meant for ali, il they wlll only accent it,

In the 0ld Covenant these glorious and gracious gifts of God
wore offered to the Jews alono as a rule, but now, in the time
of the Few Diepensation, after our Savior kad done away with
this 0ld Covenant, we can &ll be sure of the hope of our

heavenly calling through Christ Jesus,

= Tue SNSRI
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Eph, 1, 20: %Which he wrought in Christ, when he
raised him from the dead and set him at his own right
hand in the heavenly places,

Translation: Whioh he effegted in Christ by rousing
him from the company of the dead and appointed him on
his right in the heavenly places.

Col, 2, 12: Buried with him in beptism, wherein also

yo are risen with him through the faith of the operation
of God, who hath raised him from tho dead,

Translation: Having been buried with him in baptism,
in vhioch also ye were ralsed with him through the faith
of the working of God who ralsed him from among the dead.

It is a great oomfort to imow that in our behalf our kind
and loving heavenly Father ls exerting the same energy, the
same pover wnich He used in ralsing our Savior from the dead,
Thia i the all-powerful might of our omipotent God and hence .
we cen be ggsuved of our etermal salvatlon, Katurslly these
classzic pausnges of Scripture state clearly the resurrection
and the exaltation of Jesue, Son of God and 3on of Hen,

The resurrection of Jesug, being an act posalble only to the
ormnivotence of God,; is somewhat a concrets measuﬁng gtick

for our puny finite minds and help us to understand somewhat
the energy which God exerts in our behalrl. However, the
passages are used in sltéhtly different connections, The
Colosslans passage refers to this mighty active power of God
in respect to baﬁtism in partiocular when God ocalls or awakens
us from the spiritual sleep or death in which wo ere be nature,
The Ephesian's mex.wiona this gracious and uminderstandable
energy in connection with the genersl operation of faith in
our hearts by God, ik



The Ephesian passago brings out the session of Christ
at the right hand of God the Father, clezrly explaining it
to te not & local =ltting on the right hand of the -Father,
but the fact that God hes appointed, set Him at lils »right
hand, that is, has conferred upon Jesus the kingdom by making
Hin. a partner in God's universal goverrment, This appointment
of God teool in all of the universe snd Chriet is oerbinly.
declared Ruler of all things, mowing that our Sasvior is
also our Ruler, how can true bellevers in Jesus have cares
ond woirles aboul the norrow? Chriet, our Xing, rotlces and
umavks even the fall of a eparrt;'.-': end we can be sonfident that
IIe "ho loves us so dearly as to glve His life for us, will
coertainly watch over us, 4As our Luier, our Lord 'hr-:s power
over all things and therefore can and will help us afi all
timess The biblical statement coes not esay that God exalted
Jesus to0 His right hand as the Son of fod only, but thils
honor and glory of the state of exaltstion was also participated
in by the human nature of our Lord, The fact that this ia not
a local abode is brought out by the description of the place
as “the heavenly places", This is the technical term for the
abode of God snd the angels, Since God, as ;rell as the angels,
are sb!.r!.ta, a definlte locallty can not be the meaning,
The attempt of rationalisging Christiens to confine Jesus to a
place because of His session et the right hand of cod and
thus say that the Real Presence 1s impossible in the Lord's
Supper does not consider this fact.
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It is very much of a comfort to know that God is using '
the same power in our beha_lf and for our interests which
' He used in raising His Son from the dead, Assured of the
fact that this powerful energy of our heavenly Father is
ivorl{ing for our salvation, we can know absolutely that we
are ;a.lready saved from the clutches of ein, death, and the
devil, e can also draw upbn this mighty power of our God
-. to help us in all our troubles and needs, and especielly
‘ can we call upon His graclous energy to fight the good fight
of falith, to overcome the mumerous weskneessez of our own
flesh, and to finally obtaln the victory from the -evil
forco constantly battling againet ue, '.'."'_1:1? thils divinc power

alone can we persevere unto our end,

Eph, 1, 21-23: Far above all principality, and
pover, and might and dominion and every neme that 1s
nemed, not only in this world, but also in that which
is to come: and hath put all things under Tis feet,
and gave Him to be the hend over cll things to the
church, whioh 1s His body, the fulness of him that
filleth all in ell, : _

Translation: Above all princlpalities ard spiritual
potentates and power and lordshlp and every title named
not only in this age but also in that which will come,
and put all things in subjection under his feet and
gave Him as the Head over all to the churah,

Col, 1, 16-19: for by Hlm were all things created
that are in heaven and that are in the earth, vislble
and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions,
or principallties, or powers: all things were created

- by Him, and for Himj and he 1s before all thingsi and
by him all things conslst, And he 1s the head of the
body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn
from the deadj that in all things he might have
preeminence, :

Translation: because by Him were created all things,
the things in the heavens and the things upon the earth,
the visible and the invisible, whether thrones, or lordships,
or principalities, or suthorities: all things by Him
and for Him have been oreated.' And He is before all,
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and all things in him subsiet. And Fe 1 the head of

tke body, the churchj who 1s the beginning, firstborn

from among the dead, that He might be in all things
. holding the first place; becsuse in Him all the fulness
was pleased to dwell,

These powerful passegee ere directed espeecielly against
all forms of Subordinationism and Kenoticlsm whigh attempt
to rob our boloved Savior of His divine majesty and power,
Jesus hag supreme authority over all thinga both in this :
world and in the world to come, both in this sge and in all
agos to coms, both over earthly and spiritual potentates.
The fulness of Hla divine power ls without boundary, without
limitation of eny kind, Our Lord is the supreme Head of all
kingdows » the kingdom of power, the kingdom of grace, and
the kinzdom of glory. These kingdome include all places and

all eges.

This fulness of power makes &ll things subjest to the
King of Zlon, This all powerful King 1z given as the Head
of the Church to guard and protect it throughout the ages;
Vvhen the entire earth ig in an upheaval and 1t seems as if
there 1s nothing stable, the Church of Jesus Christ will
stand fast, for it is grounded on the mighty Ruler of all
things, This is God's gracious gift to the true Church here
upon earth, our King Messiah, who rules all things in majesty.

The preeminence of Jesus is not only that of place,
but also of time, Jesus Ohrist is truly the Son of God,
for He is the firstborn from emong the dead, By virtue of



the fact that our Savior had the full power and majesty

of tho Godhéad, aleo according to His human nature, death
bag no hold ovar iim, nelther oan death govern or aonquer
Him, This divine authorlty of our Loxd embraces especlelly
His Church on earth, Christ's preeminénce over all things
in the heavens and on earth finds its consurmation in the
fact that He la the Head of the Church, This fact was ;
proclalmed by the act of God in ralsing Jesus from the dead
and thusg proocleiming Him especlally the chief Cornerstone

of Hie Church upon earth,

The fulneses of our Savior is agaian brought out end '
modified by the clsuse "the fulnees of Fim that filleth all
in 011", Christ is indeed a vessel filled with the entire
Godnead, and the blessinge of God's gracious mercy end
kindness to us all, In Jesus 1s embodied all of the gloricus
acte of our kind end loving Father for our temporal welfare
as well as for our eten'ml salvation, In Him dwells the
fulness of the divine essence bodily,.tha sum total of all
the divine decrees and acts of the Godhead for mankind,
This includes not only the salvation of the world, making
of Christ merely a god-like man who has gone on before to
show us how we can be saved by our own efforts, but it
includes all of the counsels and acts of God, creation,
redemption, preservation; and final salvation. There ocan
be no doubt in our minds that here is a passage whieh
positively states that Jeeus is the Som of God, that in
Him dwells the divine essence ailo agoording to His human
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nature., This passage thus proves the all-sufficlency of the
ransom paid by Chrlst, for, being God Himself incarnate in
the flesh, Jesus could and did redeem all men from their
sins by paying a sufflclent price, The blood of Jesus Christ,
the Son of God made flesh, WAS INDEED THE ONLY SACRIFICE
nuc\:table to god in payment for the sins: of the worild,

.i

! Eph, 2, 1: And you He hath quickened, who were

!f'dead In trespasses and sins,
‘ Translation: And you being dead In misdeeds

‘and offences.

Col, 1, 21: And you, that were sometime allenated
and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He

. hath reconciled,
Translation: And you once veing alienated ond
eneniee in mind by wicked works, yet now he reconciled.

Cf, elso Eph, 2, 12: That at that time ye were
without Chrilet, belng aliens from the commonwealth of
Israel and strangers of the covenants of promise,
having no hope and without God in the world,

Pranslation: That at that time you were separate
rrom Carlst. estranged from the community of Iarael,
and strangers of the govenants of the promise not having
hope and without God in the world, ;

\‘ Cf. Also Xph, 4; 18: Having the understanding

darkened, beling alienated from the life of God through
the ignoraence that is in them, because of the blindness

of thelr heart.

Here we have a group of passages and phrases showing
the- depraved nasture of natural man, It seems as if Paul wrote
these passeges Just to combat synergism in all forms, both
gross and fine, Certainly God, in His allwlse counsel, gave
us this revelation to show us clearly that we are helpless
"$o0 aid either in our conversion or final salvation, God is .
the scle Author and Finisher of our faith and our salvation,
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The abysmal dlfferonce between men and God is accentuated
by our sins and misdeede, which constantly stand as an ofPence
to our just and holy heavenly Father, By nature weé are attiracted
to ein end vice, and for this reasm we build up en emmity
against God which 1s founded on our offences. First the ploture
is uged of a wanderer on an unknown path who persists in
j.’alling beside t?_hil. Pethwey. Every deviation from the way
will lead him ferther astray, end as these devieations inerease
he will be hopelessly ond helplessly lost in an unknown world.
Zven as o weary stranger loses all sense of direction and
becoumes panic-stricken when he discovers that he is far
astray frow his path and 1ls in the nidst of s dense forest
and ig theroforo quite helpless to find his own way, even
go natursl man 1s hopelessly lost in a dense mage of gin and
hate, Another ploture presented to us is the representation
of an archer who is attempting to hit a target. "hen he shoots
far astray, he mlsses tho mark entirély. Ve sinners are by
nature archers who inevitably shoot far astray of the mark
of holiness which God has set up for us in the Lawy in faot
we camot even ocme near to the perfection which & just end
holy God demands of us, for before Him all our rightecusnesses
"are as f£ilthy rags, Because we are by nature hopelessly lost,
because wo cannot even come close to the mark of holiness,
therefore we are dead to God and His holiness. The ploture
of death 1s also one of hopeleseness, A dead man has

absolutely no power to move a muscle in his body which has
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geaged to live, Death deprives us of all ability to protect
ourselves, or, for that matter, to help ourselves, Tven so,

by nature, we are just as unable to help ocurselves in our

salvation,

The plcture of our natural depravity is brought out
by such expresslons as "being alienated and strangers and
enem:j.e of God by your wicked works." Ag strangers we could
never hope to enter our heavenly home snd expect to find
there a place reserved fqr ust Aa, enenies we could never
hope to find a jovful reception when we reach the end of
our carthly journey and wieh to enter the gates of the
heavenly Zlonl Ve have allenated oursmelves from the presence
of allov"_ng, God, we have declared war on Him by constantly
ginning, we have betrayed any f'riendship with him by our
wicked lives, how can we expect God to receive us? And ‘yet
now he hath reconciled us", God has indeed resched dowm
From heaven to eave us f£rom the doom which we have brought
éxpon ourselvoe, Here is the esgential difference between
a religion of hope and a religion of hopelessness, Man by
nature camnot and will not rench up to God, but Cod must

reach down and save us by grace alone.

Further desoriptions of our matural depravity illustrate
ever more clearly the unlimited riches of God's grace and

mercy. The apostle gonsiders the worst element of man in

his natural state tho fact that he must live without Christ.

CRE b 1 S
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This oarf_minly is trae, for Jesus 1ls truly the erbodiment

of God upon earth end without I-H:qn man must be without God,:
That would mean an exclusion of all hope, 8ll love, all :
true joy, in short, everything in 1ife that makes it 1liveblel
Noc wonder the phillosophy of naturzl man 1e one of hopelesshess}
Iiving without Christ iz nothing lese than a living death,

and tms the apostle ha;.v, descxibed it,

Bolng strangere from the covenant of promise the natural
wan can. have saboclutoly no hone, The glorlous promlises of
tod for our temporal snd especially ou.r epiritual welfare
couprise all the hope and Joy, 211 the truth and peace on eart‘h._
ithout these onrth becomers a hopelese rees of shruggling
mankind without alm or purpose; ever-striving but never

gotitling enmyvhere,

Panl tolls us thet man is spiritually blind, beaause of
"the blindness, 1.0, callousness, of his heart".. The heart
of men 1s covered with a large 1a§er.of fat and oallous
vhaich prevents this heart from being epproached or touched
by anything, Men, himself, has buillt thils well of calloused
fat around his heart by his oonstent sin, His understanding
ie in couplete darkness, and unless it it 1llumined by the
1light of the precious Gospel, by the Light which was sent
also to lighten the hearts of the Gentiles, his heart end
understanding will remain in darkness until God oondemns
it to everlasting darimess im hell, This is the vivid ploture
which the apostle draws for us, not only to show us our
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utter help:l.eunosa,. not only to depioct our depraved natures
for all those who think that they can do something toward
their own salvation, but especially to clearly p.ortm the
unrathomable. grace and mercy of our heavenly Father who has
saved us despite our blindness, ignorance, and emmity.

Eph, 2, 5: Even when we were dead in sins, hath
he quickened us together with Christ (by grace are ye saved),
Translation: Je also being dead in sins hath he
made us alive together with Christ (by grace are ye
partakers of salvation),

Col, 2, 13: And you, being dead in your sins and
the unciroumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened
together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses,

Translation: And you being dead through offences

in the uncircumcision of your flesh he quickened
together with him having forgiven us all the offences,

Both of these passages again stress the utter depth of
natural human d_epravil:y. In this passage Paul softeps the
harshness of the judgment by including also himself, snd
at the same time he stresses tin all-lnolualven'ou of this
natural spiritual death., Ve are all sinners, and hence we

are all under the same condemnation, These are some of the

_gems of Soriptures, for in a few well-chosen words Paul

preaches a whole sermon with the Law and the Gospel correctly
dlstributed, No statement can bring out more fully the awful
and hideous truth of our natural depravity than comparing

it to the grim Reaper who strikes terror into all human
hearts. Death 1s a hopeless and terrible state concerning
which all 1s mystery. The only thl.ﬁg certain about death is
that no one can be of any assistance to himself while dead,
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neither can he ever change his state once he has died,
This 1.natura11y a ‘type of our complete helplessness in
the state of spiritual death, in vhich we exlst by nature.
No more than a dead man oan rﬁia himgelf from the dead,
no more than & corpse oan protest itsell £rom ar'w harm
perpotrated upon 1%, 10 more can we by nature assist in
any way to save ourselves from gin, death, and eternal

dammation,

However, after Paul draws this ploture of our state of
utter spiritual helpleseness, he thén.holds out to us the
glorious Gospel message in all its sweetness, "God has
quickened us with Christ." What comfort this sweet sentenee.
gives to every Christian heart! Our heavenly Father has
quickened us together with our dear Savior. “hat comfort
can we not derive from I;nowing that God is exerting the
same almighty power for our salvation that He used in
ralsing His dear SOn from the grave amd proclaiming Him
Ruler of all things. Thia blessed passage wl'xioh informs us

_ that we are qulokened together with Jesus goes into the

divine mystery ever more deeply by stating this truth as

1t doecs, for thereby we can also rejolce in the same full
measure, ro:;- we are partakers of this together with Him,
perheps it would be easier tp understand this great truth °
if we oonsidered it in the light of Soriptures -which tell

us thai; in our Savior, :Tem Christ, we live and move and
have our being, Thie.l.a the full connotation of this glori?u-



passage. Our Lord was not satisfied in making us mere
reoipienta of His grace and blessings, but He has made us
fel].ow-partakers with Him 1n all that He haa dono for 'nl.

Finally it would be well to note that the apostle,
in pointing out ‘the great change wrought in man by a loving
heavenly 'Faltthar, recc.'gniaea only tm; stages in the oonversion "
of man, Before oouéerai.on man 15 absolutely, helplessly dead
in tree;pasaes ‘and eins, but he is made alive, quickened
(refuting all efforts on his part to save himself) by God
who uses the same almighty power for‘ﬁhis work that He used
to ralse His only Son fr thé grave, Thls naturally exsludes
all intermediate stages of any kind in conversionj there can
be no actli praeparatoril, no acts preparing us to recelive
the grace of Godj God kmows 1o meritum congrui, a merit
before conversion in the view of which God rewards one by
bestowing.blesainss upon him and converting him, but before
we are children of God, we are deadl No gyne:-gu}m or gratia
infusa is possible, for God alone, by éraeo, quickens us

from spiritual death to spiritual lifej our heavenly Father

alone can free us from the bonds of spiritual blindness.
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Ephe 2, 6: And hath ralsed us up together, and

made us to sit together in heavenly places in christ Jesus,
Translation: And has raised us together and made

us to sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,
Col, 2, 12: Burled with Him in baptism, wherein

also ye are risen with Him throwgh faith of the operation
of God, who hath ralsed Him from the dead,

Translaticn: Having been buried with Him in baptism,
in which also you were ralsed up with Him through.the

faith of the working (of the power) of God who raised
Him from the dead,

This great mystery, the fadt that we are actually
partakers together with our blessed Savior 1_n His glorious
resurrection from the dead, 1s further carried out in these
two sectlons. This blessed experience is naturally our
permanent property, and hence constantly at hand to be. used
by us whenever we begin to waver or doubt..l\.t such a time
we can kmow and be fully.assured that God 1s exerting the
same almighty power in our behalf that He used.to ralse
our sevior from the grave. It is to be noted that the spostle
uses the past tense in desoribing our condition.of blessedness,
In other words, we are.already in possession of these glorious
blessings. Ve need no longer be sad and sorrowful, for we

are assured tliat we are saved persons,

However, this passage goes even a little farther into
this mystery of God by telling us that already we have been
made to git in heavenly places in Christ Jesus, Even now we
are partakers together with Jesus of the heavenly, spiritual
1ife of complete joy and happiness. Certainly we must glorify
and pralse our gracious heavenly Father, who, in His divine
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mercy and love, has seen £it to bestow upon us already
here on earth the Joy of heavenl To all these blessings
there 1s but one condition: they are all bosaible only in
Christ Jesus. As long as we are in Him, we.sare in full
possosgion of all of these graciocus giftes of God, Tor this
reason we must cortainly keep in mind that our entire life
must .be not only conscerated to our dear Loni end MNaster,
but must be in Him, Thils mystical union .between the Savior
of the world and us poor miserable sinners 1s certainly
boyond the grasp of our D‘lm!i'a finite reason, but this 1is
actually the relation of J'eeug to us, for Scriptures point

"this out very clearly, How, then, can a Chrietian, imowing

that his Savior 1g in such close and conetant comrmnion
with him, sin ageinet God and grieve. his Lord and Magter?
Tho answer lies in the fact that not nll Chriestians keep
thie truth constantly before thelr oyes, and for this reason
Paul finds 1t neceseary to repeat thie unfathomeble blessed
faot,

The apostle also uscse this-opportunity to yefer to the
Saorament of Holy Baptiem, THe definitely pointe o'ut Baptism
as a sm;rament by relegating to it the power of raising us
up from our spiritual death, This is ara éﬂat a niracle of
God almighty as thé resurrection of Jesus, By Baptism we
becone actual partakers together with Him in Fis death and
resurrection, Hot only do we derive the benefits from these
experiences, but we ourselves feel, go through these same
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experiem;ea. Croat is thle myetery and far beyond our

understanding, but blossed ie the person who actually lives
through the truth of this statement} :

All this 1s pocsible only by the mighty working of God,
This iz a fact to bo noted well, ¥e onn add ebsolutely nothing
to this entire work, but are blessed only with experiencing
it. Vhat n blessed lot 1s that of a Christian, becousze of this!
Espoclally during the Lenten senson rmst we keep this in mind
and actunlly live through the ordeal and final victory of
our Savior at thie time, :

The faith, the conversion wrought by Baptism ia entirely
the work of God and is prompted by grace alone, o worthiness
can bo found in us, for we are indeed by nature einful and

unclean,

~ The almighty power of God referred to in the resurrection
of Jesus and in our conversion rmst not be mirsunderstood, for
it is tho ommipotence within the restriotions, the contingencies

of God's owvn eceence,
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Eph, 8, 15: Having abolished in His flesh the
emuity, even the law of the commandments contained
, in ordimnceas for to make in himself of twain onme
; new man, 80 making peace,
. Translationt Having abolished in His flesh the
law containing the precepts in the form of deorees,
80 that he might trangform the two into ome 4in himself
a new kind of man, making peace,
Col, 2, 14: Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances

that wae. againet us, which wae contrary to us, snd took
it out of tho way, nailing it to his oross.

Translation: Havihg expunged completely the le
instrument in the dooreecs against us which 3.:. mﬁlu
to us, sleo it he has taken out of the midst, having
neiled 1t to the oross.

Christ has invalidated completely the Law :u a means
to aalvqtlon. The Law ig the emmity :imhh men has bullt up
botwoen himself and his God, for it is becauso of this Taw
that man realises his own impurity and unrighteousness in
the face of the holiness of a just and holy heavenly Father,
For this reason msn has declared war upon God end wants to
lmow absolutely nothing of Him, The Law referred to is
naturally the Law which God gave to Moses called by cur text
the "ordinances" or precepts, in short, the demands made
upon man, the oonditions whereby he could win his own
selvation, There is aleo thi.n eonuﬂoutlou. - t'ho Law of
Moses included only the Children of Israsel, for a part of
the Law was the Oo:_'umhl law of Israel, Christ has removed
thia law which has stood as & barried and partition between ~ |

~ the Jews and the Gentiles, All men, both :.qul and Gentiles,
now have agcess to the salvation which Christ has earned for
the whole world, Thus sll the nations of the world are united
under this one bammer in the Church of Jesus Ohrist,
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All barriers are now removed by our 3avlior, Thies Joscus
acoomplished in the flesh, aéeo:ﬂ!.ng to HWis human nature,

Oonly God was able to perform this miraculous deed of tearing
dovn the partition of the Law, only the one true God could
abollish the .!.aw ontirely and thus remove the emmity between
God and manj and Chrlst, the cod-man, avcording to Hils flesh,
did this, This 19 a very etrong ppi.nt againet nll claims

of :;ubord!.nai:io:; or ‘.'{enotielem. Christ, aleo according to

Jils human nature, is trmly God almighty incarnate in the flegh,
The phrage "in the flogh” nlso tells ue the mode of fulfilling
this .graoima ect, Chriet abolished the Law by Hls entire
gojourn hore upon earth from His incarnation through His

1ife, suffering, and death, to His glorious resurrection

when His work was oanpleted and geerled by the heavenly Father,

In thie passage Faul also wighes to strese somewhat the
fact that we are no iunger bound by the Law but have the
privilege of Christlen liberty. T™he Lew ls now ebolished for
us, nnd as the apostle later states; no man can now judge
ue 1n respect to meat, or drink, or the sabbath-deys; ete.
for Christ has freced us from these laws end ordinances,

The legal document which was onoe signed by the condemning
handwriting of our anle;;élir Father, namely the Law of God,
hae been éntirely blottd)ﬁ out by the etoning ssorifice of
our Savior, This statement is filled with comfort for us,
- because it tells -"na'ftmz\t ‘the 'sr;uriﬂ.oo- of -Jesus-was allesufficient,

L |
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our guilt is entirely expunged, _wiped awoy. The agousation

of 2in agalnst us has been aboolutely atricken from ths books,
It is not a partlal blotting out, not a blotting out of only
the torrible rins committod by men, but it 1s complete and:
alle«incluelve, The wholec debt hag boon wiped out and wo are
froo from o1l the charges. brought ngelnst us by a just and
holy God.

This dooument mccusing us justly with sin and having the
condemning signature of God almighty, has beer; pald for by
boing nalled to the cross of Christ, For thle reason we can
now all sing ;-.-H:h joyful hearts: "In the cross of chrlei.: T
glory®s for the oroas of Calt.mry upon which the Temb of God
wae olaln, was the inetmmont er=dicaeting entirely tho oharges
brought against us, Christ, being nalled to the ecross in our.
stoad, oxporienced for us the pange and tortures of our eins,
Tho charge to be lald at our foot was instead placed upon hils
conscionco and He bocame  virtually the only sinner upon earth
in our etoed, Jessus was the sin-bearor for the sins of the

world,
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Eph, 2; 20ff;: And are built upon the foundation
of the apostles and prophets, Jeeus Christ himself being
tho ohlef cornerstomej in whém all the bullding fitly .
framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Loxd:
in wvhom ye also are bullded together for an habitatiom
of God through the Spirit,

Translation: Those built unon the foundation

. of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being
the cormerstono, in whom all the bullding (all parts of

the bullding) being framed together will grow into a
, holy ohurch in the Lord in whom also you are built into
g one whole, the habitation of God in the Spirit,

Col, 2, 7: Rooted emd bullt up in him, (Christ),
and stablished in the faith ne ye have been taught,
abounding therein with thanksgiving,

Translation: Having been rooted and buil¢ up in
Him, and botng"‘gmﬂ. in the faith, even as you were

taught abound (being more than enough) in it with
thankagliving,

This 18 one of the lodus olaselol in the entire Seriptures,
end at the same timo one of the most comforting iugu of
God to use Our communion of saints, our dear Church is not
built upon the ahu"t!.ng sands of human reason, nor is it
depondent upon the caprices of some worldly raler; But is
based upon the apostles and prophets, the inspired servants
of God, and Jesus Christ, God Himself, is the sornerstone
supporting the emtire structure, Yo can kmow from this glorious
revelation that our Church will stamd fast and the gates of
hell camnot prevail sgainst it, for it is the Church of Jesus
Christ, the Savior of tho.m'.l_d.
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Hany exegete.s think that Faul, humanly speaking, had in
mind the gloi-iaus tomple of Diana at Ephesus, This beautifal
bullding was indeed one of the wonders of tho anelent world
and a marvel of onsineeripg. As Paul marveled at the ingenious
struoture of thls temple he was naturally led to think of a
far suporior tomple, nmngly tho invlisible building of all
bollovers. from all ngoa, £1tly framod togother, and finding
1ta baso upon the inspired noly writers with God Himself
eupporting the entlre building as itz cornerstono,

In drawing this %ﬁuture Paul wlshes to bring out the
vory olose fellowehip whisch overy Christian must have with his
Savior, taus growing in spliritual 1ifc on the foundatlon lald

by the prophets and the apostles, In fact, it is only through

tho writings of thege gervants of God that we were gathered
in to the Church of Christ here upcn earth; eithor by hoaring
the precious Gogpel mesgage oontained in the smcred writings
of Soriptures preached, or by reading them ourselves, or by

a f.‘nagrmnsnt based upon theee worde,

However, although tho apoetles and prophets have a very
important place in this glorlous ediflco, nevertheless the
keyatone, the oornerntono; is by far more important, The
keystone upon which tho whole Church depends 1o Jesus, the
Savior of 21l mankind, Our Church is bullt upon the Rock of
Agee end will never pass away, though tho earth tremble and
though the mountains be ocast into the midst of the sea,
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This ploturo also shows ue that Christ is constantly with us,
without the cornmerstone a bullding connot stand, and Christ
hore' assurcs ue. that Ho will constantly be prosent porsomally,
for through His' sexvant Paul !Ié tolls us that Ho 1s our

Cornoratone,

e are all a soctlon of the holy temple of God, Thie dees
not mean that 'v.'alloee our ldentity, nor doos it mean that as
long az we are assogiated with a church that we are fitly framed
together, This is not the ploture whieh comes to our minds when
we think of a huiid!.ng well erected. =ach stone is chlseled
and propared for lts place, They are not thrown together
haphazardly, but cacl one has Iits definite position and lorrloo;
Thue we are each to have our definite place and task, Vot all
ths etones can havo the emooth surface and f'Ine polish necessary
to be displa},'eﬁ on the front soctlion of this glorious edifice,
but =oce have t0 be roughly-ocut, solid rocks to give firmmess
to tho entire structure. “horever a Christian is placed in
the Church of Chriat, be it in e prominent position or be 1t
in 2 seoluded place, he must deém it' a privilege to be a part
of this biéssed ediflce ond perform his service to the best
of his a!.:!.lity(. -

Paul goes even farther in his plcture and tells us that,
although we are a part of the glorious structure of the Oburch,
nevertheless we are at the same timo a temple of the Holy Ghost
in ourselves, This 18 both a priviloge and a duty, God aoides
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in us, makos His home in our hearte, This 1s 2indeed an honor
and a privilege to have our loving God dwelling with us
constantly, comforting us in our distress, bringing us peace
in turbulent, aoul-tryinlg times, and leeding us to Himself in
heaven, However, this entétﬂu also a duty on our part, Ve mupt
meke our hoarts a Pitting abode for such a heavenly guost,
Thore ocan bo no room for God and filthy thoughtsj God camnot
abide in a heart £1l1gd with sinj the Holy Ghost and Satsn
are bitter enomies and certainly cannot dwell under the same
roof, Thaorefora, by tho power of the Holy Spirit who is eager
to dwell in us, we must make our hearts pure and olean,

Paul portrays anothor plature, We are pictured as sinking
our roots of faith not in some shiftless dootrines of men, :
not in the sand of some philosophic theory, bdbut deep into our
Lord and Savior Jesus Chrlet, He 1s dertainly the only fimm
foundation, Ha alone 1s the 1ifo-giving soil _wh!.oh ocan and
does nourish our faith, Upon Him alone we are bullt uwp and
nade £irm, established in our faith, Only with such a foundatiom
oan we endure wnto the end and thus be seved, The truth of
this fast has been taught to us throughout our lives by the

. apostles end prophets who furnish our founlation by pointing

us to the Keystome of the Churoh, the 1ifo-giving Soil of
eternal 11fe, our deloved s;vloi.'.
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Because of the numoroua b‘.‘.aasingé and privileges which
come to us as parts of this glorlous Church of Christ, we have
overy reanson to glve thanks to.our graclous snd loving heavenly
Father, who, in Hlas allwwlse, morciful scounsol, desives us to
be saved and makes our salvetion possible, This must he a
congtent functlon of our lives, As long as there iz a breath
In our bodles, we, asz bleoscod members of the Church, rmet give
thanke and pray wit!mui: gecsing, e rast remomber that prayer

Includea not only requosts, but also many thanks}

Ephy 3, 1«3 and G: For this cause I P"aul, the prisoner
of Jesua Christ for you Gontlles, if ye have heard of the
dlspongation of the grace of god vhich is gilven me to
you=ward; how thet by revelation he made kmown unto me
the mystory; (ees I wroto afore in fow words) ... which in
other ages wae not made knovm unto the =sons of men, as
it is now rovenled unto his holy anosties and prophets
by tho Spirit,

Tranalation: On thls account I Paul, the prisoner
of Jesus Christ for you Goentileg, if you have heard of
the administration of tho grace of God which is glvon
to me for you (in order to bring it to you); g0 that
ascording to the revelatlion the myetery wae nade lnown
unto me, as wae written before briefly ,,. vhich was not
mada lmown other people unto the sons of men s it 1s
now made manifest unto his holy apostles and prophets
in the Spirit,

Col, 1, 23=26: If yeo continue in the falth grounded
and settled, and be not moved awsy from the hope of the
noepel, which ye have henrd, and which wes preached to
every creature which 1s under heavens whereof I Paul am
made a ninister; vho now rejolce in my sufferings for
you, and £111 up that which is behind of tho afflictions
of Christ in my flesh for his body'e sako, which is the
churoh; whereof I am made minister uocording to the
dlsponsation of God which 1e given to me for you, t6
fulfill the word of God; even tho mystery which hath been
hid from ages and from gonerations, but now is made menifest
to his saints, -

Translation: If indoed you contimie in the falth
founded and firm, and not being moved away from the hope
of the %oepol. which you heard, which were proolaimed
in all the creation whioch (is) under heaven, of which
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I Paul became eervant, Now I rejolcing in the sufferings
for youy, ond I am £illing up that vhich ig behind of the
tribulnfione of Christ in my flosh for his body, which

ls the ohurgh (assembliy of Christians), of which I bocame
a ninigter (sorvant) according to the administration of
God which is given me towards you to cumplete the word

of God, the mystery of which has been hidden from ages

and from gencrations, but now wae nade manifest to the
gaints,

Those glorious pagsages of theso two eaptivity letters
of Faul throw a bright 1light upon his ministry as a fitting
oxamplo for the prosent-day ninistry to be modeled aftor,
He beging thoe dlscussion by telling the Christians that he
ia a prisoner of Jesus Christ for them, iz a prisoner of
Josue Christ he ia in bonds, bocause of his fearless confession
and preaching of his orucified Savior, However, this suffering
iz consldered by the apostle as a privilege, and is described
further as o substltutlionary suffering for the Gentiles, This
18 aotually the moaning vhich Faul wishes to convey to the
rocipionts of these letters, namely that he is actually
gsuffering in theoir place, for them, "hereas they were living
in gomparaetive safety Paul was suffering in prison for the
gake of his Savior, lore again we can eprly the pioture of
the Church of Jesus Chriet upon earth as a complete body.
If one of the organ= is diseased or suffering, the entire body
is actually sufforing because of thie, “hen one of the organs
ceages to funsction in its proper manner tho task of this organ
is relegated to another section of the body, Thus in his
guffering, Paul tells the chriatia;ue at Ephesus and Colossae
that he is taking upon hlmaelf this auri‘éring and imprisonment
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for them, Aeally all the Cnrdefilane should be ;:mriaomd,

but Paul, ssg tholr spiritual shopherd willingly suffara

thle Incarcoratlon for thelr sakes, This spirlt of selfw
ancrifice ;mat'. naturally be in tho mind of every conscersted
ninlater of the Gozpel. In the good Pight of £alth pastora
mzt be found In thoe front ranks, in the thlckest of the fray.
If thore 1s any suffering to be dong, they should be tho first

to stepr formmard and r_r-moi.ve thi:g pergecution with rejoleingl

Paul, as a stoward of f:l-ae mysterlos of fod, ndministered
unto tho Fphoslane the -graoe of God by caueing them to hear
the blecsed Gospel message. Fote that Paml gtatea, thet the
dlspensation (adml?ﬂ.strat!.on) of the graoce of (od was glven
to him expressly “or thise purpose, nenely to bring the ~ospel
to 211 men, to ":,-pu-m.\:vd“. Ho wme the stowerd of the mystery
of God, the manager, whose duty it wasz to dlepense this blessed
glft to all men, and especinrlly to those who csmo under his
direc’ influcnce; hls flook, Thia adninistratlion of the grace
of fod is aleo the é::preea duty of overy nastor 'toda;v. Upon
the shouldsrs of every nastor iz placed this adjuiication,
that ho is rosponsible for tho spiritual welfare of his flock,
and honoe imet-dispense unto them the mystery of the grase of
God, To Paul this duty was conveyed ‘by diresct revelation from
Gods to the paetors of today this duty 1s glven by the revelation
from God which he muet d!.l!ge?!tly atudy in order to prepare
himself for his glorious ocalling, The direct statement of )
Paul that he recoived the Imowledge of the mystery of cod's |
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'grnee'by revelation is in itself a powerful proof for the
inspiration of the Bible according to our view, This infinite
knowledge, far beyond the grasp of any finite mind, must have
been verbally revealed to Paul in oxder that he could bring

l_ this glorious knowledge to other;

The mystery. that was made known to Peul in this partioular
case was the wonderful mystic union between Tosus and the-
bellevers in the Church, Thls union 1s beyond. our human knowledge, :
and we cannot even attempt to rationalize concerning it, but
we do lmow that through it we are in a close communion with
our dear Lord and Savior, so that all of Hls pewer and might
are made avalilaeble to us to.draw upon whenever we need them
in our fight of faith. This mystioc union is so olose. that we
can even go s0 far as to say that in Christ we live and move
end have our being. Ve are as olosely associated to our loving
Savior ds one member of the body is to its head, Once a
Christien can ooms to the full realisation of this truth, he
will be able to live the 1life which 1s ﬁmly Christ-centered.

This knowledge of a graclous and merciful G;éd wag not
revealed'unto the sons of men before this time, not_-. even to
the J‘eﬁs who knew easentially a stern ﬁe”aw'renly Father who
had imposed upon the;ln a oode of moral and ceremonial laws,
only occasionally was He revealed as a.God.of love and merey
by Messlanic prophecies bringing new hope to the Jews of the
0ld Covenant., Today we have a clear view of this mercy of God
as 1t 1s powerfully portrayed in the pioture of m suffering
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Savior, The 0ld Testament Jews had only signs and symbols of
this graclous mercy of God, This 1s a seotion of anthropology
which brings out clearly again the essential difference between
all man-made religions snd the religion of revelation from

the true God. Yhoreas all man-made religions are based on the
principle that a stern and Just God must be placated somehow
and turned away from the punishment which He intends to mete
out upon poor miserable mankind, the true revealed religion
shows us a God of mercy and love who hae not only condemned |
us for our wlckedness, but has also provided & Savior o redeem

ug from our condemmation and judgment.

Upon the ministry of the Church 1s placed the responsibility
to keep their flock with the faith, This they can acecmplish
not by tholr own personalify or eloquence, but solely by grounding
and sottling all their hearers in all the truths of Soripture.
Their sermons must be Christ<centered and muat flow from the
deep conviction of thelr own hearts, so that the people will
gladly come and be Med by the spiritual truths which are
given volce i.n the pulplit of thelr ochurch, Through their
regular attendance in the Church of rod they will truly become
firmly grounded in Scriptures and will be equipped with an
unwavering faith for all times, However, Paul specifies that
they mist be grounded in all the truths of Soripture, Even as
Paul treated all the important doatrines in full for the
spiritual salvation and growth of his flook, so every pastor
must systematically and efficiently teach all.the truths of
Soripture,
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The truth which impresses 1itself upon us in this passage
of Soripture is the fact that close fellowship means necessarily
that we also suffer for our Savior, Even as Paul was glad to
suffer for his Iord and llaster, even as the martyrs of old were
Joyful in thelr afflictions, so today we should welaome the
oﬁportunit’y to suffer for Jesus. Regardless of the form in
which this suffering presents 1ltself to us, we must take it
upon ourselves willingly and consider it a privilege to become
a cross-bearer for our Savior who walked the Via Dolorosa for

our sakes and gave up His lifeblood on Calvary for our sgins,

Eph, 3, 7: horeof I was made a minlater according
to the giﬂ: of the grace of God given unto me by the
effectual working of his power,

Translation: Of whioh I was made a minister according
to the gift of the grace of God given to me according to
the energy of His might,

Col, 1, 29: “hereunto I also labor, atx-iv!.ng according
to his working, which worketh in me mightily,

Tranalation- Vhereunto also I labor striv!.ng according
to his working which works in me power,

our sufficiency, as pastors, must certalnly be of G'od,
for we, of mraelvés, certainly cannot wage successful warfare
against tho strong threefold power of darimess, sin, death,
and the devil, '

.Paul introduces this thought by bringing in the fact

. that our glorious calling, the ministry, is a gift of God,.

Tn olose connection with this idea is the fact that God has

made us minlsters, even as once Paul was made an ambassador

of Christ. By nature we are unwilling to lkmow and to serve
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our Savior, and would be found among the bitter ene:;li.ea of
.the chlldren of God, even as Saul of Tarsus once was, but

God, in His grace and mercy, forces upon us the conviction
of the truth of the gospel by the effectual working of His

DoweTre

The full enorgy of our omnipotent lMaker is to be used in
our minlstry, We must not be satisfied in fulfilling vhat we
think 1s enough and then seek our own pleasurs, but we must
be drawing constantly.upon the divine emergy of our heavenly
Father, who cen and ;loes grant us renew.ed Istrength and eneréy
to work ever more diligently in the enormous field which 1s
ripe for the hnweat':. Ye can b'e oonfident of this power which
our God places at our disposal, for it s the game almighty
power w'hich rod .exerted in the oreation of the world, Aceording
to this effectual working of God we rmst do our pastoral
duties to the very best of our abllities. God requires our
best at all times, -and_ ag falthful servants, wo will serve
both our Savior and our fellowman with all the energy amd
power that our loving Father in heaven has granted us,

However, in this seotlion of his captivity letters, Paul
describes not only the glorious truth that we are ministers
of the Gospel by the grace of God, snd that the divine energy
of God exerted at the orestion of the world is at our oonstent
disposal, but also the intensity and source of our labor asz

pastorss



In order that we may be f1illed with true ardor for the
bleased measage which we are spreading, in order that we may
be fearles_a ‘witnossea to the truth, and not be aonstantly
apologizing for the truth that makes us free, we rmst labor,
not: lean on the shovel, This means a wearying working to
the polnt of exhaustion. Ve must be engaged in a persistent
battle with Satan and at tho same time with our flesh whieh
geeks to turn us away. from sush atremious work, The tendency
is for us to say: "I have done enoughj let the other fellow
work a while", but that cannot be the spirit of o true minister
of tho Gospel, Kowever, thia will be the final result, 1if we
wlsh to depend upon our owm ab!.li.ty in our fight with Satan.
our only hope of vigtory in this life-long battle 1s to depend
upon the divine energy rurn_ished us by our graciouas (lod above.
only when we are armed with the Spirit!s sword and with the
shield of faith oan we hopo to ward off the burning darts of
the Evil One and hoid the fleld against our arch enermy.

This power of God which ocur heavenly Father works in us
on the battle field is an explosive, overcoming power which
suddenly and certainly vanquishes the old Evil Foe, Not even
the gates of hell can withstand the explosive shook of this
brilliant, dazzling explosion which completely overcomes all
of the mighty powers of darkness,
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Eph, 3, 8ff.: Unto me, who am less than the least
of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach
among the Gentiles the unsearchable viches of Christs
and to meke all men see what is the fellowship of the
mﬁtery which from tho begimning of the world hath been
hid in who oreated all things by Jesus Christ,
rransiation: Unto me who the lesser among the least
of all the saints is given this grace to make understandable
to the Gentiles the inocomprehensible riches of Christs
and ‘to illuminate the dispensation of the mystery hidden
from eternity in God who oreated all.

Col, 1, 27: To vhom God would make Imown what is

the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Centiless
vhich 1s Christ in you, the hope of glory,

Translation: To whom God did will to make mown what °
the riches of the glory of thils mystery among the flentiles,
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory,

Paul begins this thought in mmility, calling himgelf
the lesser among the least of all the saints, This must also
be our api.rﬁ as ministers of the Gospel. Our office is ome
of service and true humilitys there is absolutely no room
for concelt and selfishmess in our glorious calling, Paul

' emphasigzes his unworthiness of this ogrioo'when he states

that this is & "grace given whdo I_:l'm". Ve are just as unworthy,
and must deem it a privilege of God t¢ receive this grace,

"that we should go and preach this great mystery among the
" nations of the world, Ev

The apostle then. expands upon the duty which is incumbent
upon himself, He is preach the unsearchable riches of Christ.
This incomprehensible mystery of God, that He should show
such great mercy and love to undeserving dammed simmers through
His dear Son, Jesus Ohrist, is to be the keynote of all
preaching, both at the time of Paul as wo_u' as today and to




the end of time, This gracious truth is an inexhaustible
fountain of wisdom, and the more we ourselves drink of this
water of 1ife, the deeper will be our ineight into the
incomprehensible mystery of God, and the more we can be

able to make these glorious truths understandable to the
people who hear this Word of God, Although we .can never hope
to comprehend with .our reason the unfathomable mystery of
our salvation, nevertheless we can study and search the
Soriptures dlligently, so that we can unfold before the

nations the mystery of our salvation,

Our preaching must not be a mere imparting of knowledge
to our listeners, but we must illuminate the truths of
Soripture, Only by special illumination from God, granted
to us by His Holy Spirit, oan we hope to cast light upon
these deep mysteries of God for our people, Therefore we
must constantly pray for this spéo-i.al 11lumination and be
constantly engaged in searching the Seriptures,

This mystery is hidden from us by our natural snimosity
toward God., As we gradually loosen the bonds of union between
God end ourselves by sinning, we lose our spiritual light,
and the truths of Scripture again become hidden in God, Before
we were children of God, all of the truths of our salvation
were hidden from us in God, We oould not and did not know of
the mercy and grace which moved our Father in heaven to send
His only=begotten Son upon earth to suffer and die for the sins
of the whole world,
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However, we can also say that the brilliant light of
this truth was hidden in the 0ld Testament. Here the Law was
the main precept, and God's mercy and love were reveaied
chlefly by types and prophetic promises, But now, in ;:ho
New Testament Church, all the types and prophecies are
fulfilled in Christ Jesus, Who ‘is joined to us all by the
incomprehensible mystical union, He, Himgelf, dwelling in
every one of us, is a sure pledge and hope of the glory,

the consummation which 1s to come.

Eph, 4, 2«4: With all lowliness and meekness,
with longsuffering, forbearing one another in loves
endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace, There i1s one body, and one Spirit,
even as ye are called l1n one hope of your calling,

Translation: With all lowliness of mind and
mildness, with longsuffering, enduring with one another
in love, being filled with zeal for the guarding of
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peaces one body
end one Spirlt, Just as you are called in one hope of
your calling, :

col, 3, 12: Put on therefore, as the elect of God,
" holy and beiwed, bowels of mercles, kindness, humbleness
of mind, meekness, longsuffering-forbearing one another,
and forglving one another, if any man have a quarrel
against any. :
Translation: Put on therefore, as elect of fod,
holy and beloved, bowels of compassion, a kindly
disposition, mmility (a proper submission tn others),
.meekness, long-suffering=bearing with one another anmd
forgiving yourselves, if any against any have a complaint,

These passages deplct the close oomﬁni.on which the saints,
the believers and rollm;era of Christ should have with one
another, We should all reallize that in forgiving the sins of our
brother, we are rorgiving a sin of which we can easily fall a
prey to at any time. If we keep this fact in mind, it will not
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be very difficult for us to practice Christien charity to

our fellow bellievers,

w-Thie forglving must indeed be done.in all lowliness and
meekness, e can never have the spirit of condescending to '
forglve a sin which our spiritual brother or sister has
committed, for we all know that we are open to the same
temptations and the same probabllity of simning in the same
respect. Ve have a beautiful example of the humility in which
thias forgiveness must take place in our Master upon tlie oross
o_f Calvary. There we see our suffering Savior asking God to
forgive His oppressors, for they knew not what they were
doing. Ye also, rmst ask God to forgi.v"e the sins of our brethren
in the same manner, and we ourselves must practice this same
meek and unselfish type of forgiving: No matter what excuses may
seem to hinder our forgiving our brother, Christ puts all of
these differences aside and tells us that we must bear with.
one another, .for we are all filled with frailtles which must
be borne and tolerated by others in the Church.

In addressing these Christians, the apostle calls them
and us the elect of God referring to our blessed state in
Christ Jesus, '



The first qualification of an elect person in Christ is
lowliness and meekness, and rightly so, for only an umselfish
gontleness of disposition, ever ready to serve others and
meking no unjust demands from fellow=Christians can receive
the graclous gift of God's salvation in the right epirit,

‘A Christlian should not be one who 12 easily embittered or
offended at the frallties and shortcomings of the brethren,
but much rather should be ever-willing to .prnet!.ce Christian
charity. and put the besf; construction on everything. e cammot
be like the wicked servant who was only too willing to be
forgiven by hls lord and freed from his debt, but who would
not forgive hls fellow=servant a small debt under any
circumstances, e must be ready to practice patience at all
times, and thils must occur, not grudgingly, but in love,
Even as Christ loved us and was patlent with us, forbearing
and forgiving us countless sins, so we must be_a:- with our

brethren 'in love,

Christ asks -this of us, in order that the unity of the
Church may be preserved, We must be truly concerned and anxious.
about preserving thls oneness, Ii: mast not be a mere outward
unity dependent merely upon toleration of one another, but it
must be deeply rooted in mind and heart. We must be truly one
in everything, one 1n mind and one in spirit, The unifying
agenoy of this Church of Christ upon eerth is the bond of peace.



This one spirit is further described me boing an eéxpression
of tho one body of Chriet. Even as we are all joined together
with Christ through the mystical union in the Church, so we must
also be closely unlted with one another in the ssme spirit,
the same mind end heart, .

As elect of rod we are cslled in the scope of only one
hope, the hope of our eternal salvatlon, The moment that that
hope was aroused In our hearts, we were among the reburm,
rogenerated, elect of God, This is the one hope that must
actuate all members of the Church, and for this reason also
we are unlted, In thie one hope we must live, =and move, and have

our being. This hope must actuate all of our thoughts and actions, .

Not only does this seotion bring put' the great virtues of
a true Christlan, but it also emphaa-izes the resultant patiense
which bears the frallties and shortcomings of fellow-Christians,
which otherwise might prove to be a digrupting element in the
Church. This unity of all Christlans in mind and heart is brought
out very well in another passage written by St, Paul, namely
1 Ccor. 1, 10: Now I beseecch you, brethren, by the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that
there be no divisions among youj but that you be perfectly
joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment, .
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Eph. 4, 15t But speaking the truth in love,

may grow up into him in all things, which is the head,
even Christ,

Tranglation: But confessing firmly in love we will

grow into him with reference to all things, who iz the
head, Christ,

" Col, 2, 19: And not holding the Head, from which all
the body by Jjolinte and bands having nourishment ministered
and knlt together, inoreaseth with the increase of God,

Translation: And not holding fast the Head, from whom

all the body by the jJoints and the bands being supplied
and Init together affects the increase of God.

Only by holding fast to Christ and Hig all-sufficlent
atonement, only by confessing Him firmly in love can we become
spiritually mature erproaching.our Savior, It 1ls God's will
that we strive to get as closze as posslble to Chriat, and this
ic the only wey in which we can achieve such progression. e have
but to look at the great leaders f the Church to see & living
and vivid example of such miraculous spiritual growth, possible
only'r in Chriet Jesus, e nust :follow their example and walk with
God all our life, exercising our prayer life to its fullest
extent and being on guard conetantly, watching for sin, especially

our own particular pet slns;

These passages again accent our.own helplessness; for we
are vessels into which God pours Hls strength. All our help .

must come from the Lord, by ourselves we are easy prey to Satan,



We must hold fast to Jesus at all times, That 1s true
religion, all other attempts at sanctification are mere
religlosity. Only thus can the Church grow to its fullest
measure .in the Lord. We are all supplied with splritual strength
from our Head, Jesus Christ., Every member of the Church must
be fed and grow thus, If thls connectlion ls severed, spiritual
1life wlll dile, 3

Eph, 4, 22: That ye put off concerning the former
conversation the 0ld man, which 1s corrupt according to
the deceitful lusts, .

Translation: That you put off according to the
earlier mamer of life the old man belng =o corrupt
according to the lust of decelt,

Eph, 4, 29: Let no corrupt communication proceed out
of your mouth, but that which is good, to the use of
edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers.

Translation: Ivery bad speech let not come forth out of
your mouth, but rather the good thing necessary for -
edifying, so that 1t mey give grace to the hesrers,

Fph, 4, 31: Tet all bitterness and wrath and anger,
and olamor, and evil speaking, be put away from you,
with all malige,

Translation: All bitterness and aroused feeling and
anger, end clamor (ralsing of sngry volces) and slander
should be removed from you with all malice,

Col, 3, 8«10: But now ye also put off all these}
anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication
out of your mouth, Lle mot to one another, seeing that
ve have put off the old man with his deeds; and have
put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after
the Image of him that created him,

" Translation: But now, put off also you all things,
wrath, indignation, mallce, blasphemy, foul lenguage out of
your mouthj do not deceitfully lie to one another, having
put off the old man with hls deeds, and having donned
the new who being renewed into knowledge in accordance
with the image of Him who oreated him,

-



As Christians God demands that we change our mode of life
completely. Paul planea. the old sins and lusts which £i11 the
heart of the sinful, natural man into a marked conmtradistinection
to the new, regenerested men who now lives in us, We must all
leave behind ue thosge sins which are directly associated with
our old man, such Aag.deceltful slander and lying, angry raising
of our volsces, filthy language, including also smutty "jokes"
and lewd'literature, all the filthy, lewd, obscenc sins which
the world delights in,

Much rather we ere to comduct ourselves in such = mammer
thet we ourselves may be edifled, as well as bring thls grace
to our brethren, 'By our 1life we must not only grow piﬂtually
ourzelves, but we rmst thereby promote the growth of others,
g0 that they too can Incresse in Christian wilsdom, piety,

holiness, and happlness,

Very definitely the spostle frowns on every form of
angry quarreling and doesoribes its steges until one beoomes
ags en angmy annrﬁng bull, Of this we nmst definitely bewarel
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Eph, 4, 32 = 5, 1: And be ye kind one to another,
forgiving one another, even as God for Christ'e sake
hath forglven you, Be ye therefore followers of God as
dear children,

Translation: But be ye benevolent towards one
another, as compassionate ones forglving one another
Just as God. forgave you; therefore become imitators of'
God, as esteemed ghildren,

Col, 3, 12-13: Put on therefore, as the elect of
Cod, holy and heloved, bowels of mercles, kindness,
humbleneses of mind, meekness, longsuffering; forbearing
onc another, and forgiving one another, if any man have
a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so
also do ye, : :

Translation: Put on therefore as elect of God .
holy and beloved, bowels of compassion, kindnese, fm’mtliﬁy,
meekness, longsufreringg bearing with one another and
forglving yourselves, 1f any agalnat sny should have a
complaint, even as Christ forgave you, so also you,

Here Paul continues the pleture of the sanctification
of the believer, the elect of God, the beloved and esteemed
child of God, only this time from a more positive point of '
view. Wnereas before he stressed what sins should be sbsolutely
foreign to a Christian, now he brings out very clearly and
forcefully the virtues of the true follower of Christ,

V/le must be tender=hearted, mild, pleasant; and benevolent,
freely snd willingly granting forgiveness to one another,
Paul swoeps aside all possible excuses for quarreling by the
statement: if any have any complaint with another -- whatever
the grievance may be, ;hildren of God must never give vent
to their anger, We must constantly develop a warm<hearted, °
kind, gentle, forbearing nature, always keeping the example
of Jesus before our eyes, As sons of God we must also be

imitators of our heavenly Father seeking to become more like



Him in spirit. Even as He forgave us through our Savior,

80 we, with the sams love énd gracious mercy, thould forgive
those who trespeass '-againat ug, And as we constantly die to

gin and beoo:;ne moro lile our God, then we are certeinly growing
gpiritually. It is thic spirit‘llml growth which will draw us
ever cloger to our ,avior, nake us more 1like Him, and £111 us
with love and faith, The more we at:-!.ve to approach our great

Pattern, the more perfect in feith we will become,

"ph. 5, 156: 3ee then that ye wala cimumspectly,
not as fools, but as wilse.

Teenslatlon: Therefore observe ﬂoeurately (be careful)
how you walk about, not as unwise, but as wise (men).

Col, 4, 53 Yalk in wisdom toward them that are without,
redceming the time,

Translation: In wisdom (caution) towards those without,
rangoning the time,

Wie are here exhorted to llve a life which 1s in aacordance
with the divine wisdom which God has bestowed upon us., No longer
are we to be filled with the vain platitudes of this world,
no more are we to utter the blasphemous and ignorant philosophies
of mexn, but we are to announoe.the wiedom of God by our lives,
Especially in respect to the unchurched must we use this special
measure of wisdom which our heavenly Father so graciously bestows
upon us. Those who are without are constantly watohing our
lives, and if we redeem, ransom our time, counting every
moment as a precious gift from jod, they camnot help but

realize that we are filled with divine wilsdom,



For thls.reason we, as Chrlistlans, must carefully welgh
everything that we do; nover must we sct upon the spur of the
moment, for we may be sending.some soul to eternsl darmation

because of our lepse into the foolishness of this world,

Caution, prudence, and wlsdom must be our watehworda of
1ife, we must not grasp at the first thing that 1= displayed
to ues as good, we muat not make snep Judgments concerning the
important matters of our life, but we must shop around with
our time, finding the best possible use for our talents and
time and then usihg then to evér,v,— rosslble advantage, not for
ourselves, but for our Church and for those without who are

yet to be won for the kingdom of God,

tph, 5, 19: Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns
and spirieual songe, singing and making melody in your.
heart to the Lord,

Trangslation: Speaking to yourselves in psalms and
hyrme and spiritual eongs, einging end composing in your
heart to the Lord. :

Eph, 5, 24: Therefore as the church is subject unto
Christ, so let the wives be to thelr owm husbanis in
every thing,

Trenslation: But as the church is subject to christ,
g0 also the wives to husbands in all things, :

Eph, 6, 19: And for me, that utterance may be given
unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to meke known
the mystery of the gospel,

Translatlion: And for me, eo that to me may be given
the word in the opening of my mouth, in boldness to make
known the mystery of the Gospel.

Col, 3, 16: Let the word of Christ dwell in you
richly in all wisdomj teaching and admonishing one another
in pselms and hynne and epiritual songs, singing with grace
in your heart to the Lord,

Translation: The word of Christ let dwell in you richly
in all wlsdom, teaching and admonishing yourselves in
psalms and hynms and spiritual songs with grace singing in
your heart to the Lorxd, .
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Col, 4, 1: MNasters, give unto your servants that
whlch is just and equal; knowing that ye also have a
Mester in heeven.

God here stresses the reletlonship of Christians toward
one snother, In the first place we must be filled with joy.
Az en expresglon of this joy we ere to esing and melte melody in °
our heerts compoeing and rejoicing in our hearts to the Tord,
Here 1= a llturgiecal guide, for there are three types of musical
compositio-n mentioned: 1) pselms -~ namely the psalms of
Scripture rerndered verbntim and ret to nf.ueie; 2) Mg «e
besed on Sexipture but not necesgerily verbatim: 3) spiritual
songe -= gnthems, not necessarily hyrmms at all, but heautiful
compoaitions glorifying the cod who has given us t.he gift of
music, 'I'he important thing la thet all of thesec forms of
worzshlp, including these muslerl composifionc, rust come from

the hearte of the Christians.

This gincerity ic then voleed by Peul inasrmch as it mekes
nim bold and fearleas to presch the Gospel, to make imown the
mystory of the Gospel. '

Yo rust slwaye rermein humble in sll our service end
relaticns with one snother, for Christ is our Master and

our Judge, °
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Eph, 6, 18«20: Praying aslways with all preyer and
supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all
perseverance and eupplieatiun for all eaintej end for me
that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my
mouthk boldly, to meke lmown the mystery of the Coepel,
for I am an ambassador in bonds; that therein I may speak
boldly, as I ought to spesk.

Translation: Through all prayer and supplication
preying st overy time in the Spirit, and watching in this
in all persistence and supplication for all the saints,
and for me, thet to me mey be glven the vord in the
opening of mumy mouth, in boldness to make kmown the mystery
of the Goapel,

Col, 4, 2: Contirue in prayer and watch in the same
with thanksglving, .

In both of these passages Paul makes reference to his
capt:lvit_y. He stresses the fact that he is making use of hils
time in prayer for all the saints., This prayer is volced in
the Spirit, for the Spirit alone aan work such a constant
degire for prayer in our hearts, To the pastor 1ls given the
glft of interpretation of God's Word, snd in order that he
may be eble to proclaim this VWord with all boldness and
confidence, as it ought to be preached, the pastor must
follow the example of raul given us in these verses and ask
his people to pray for him also in this respect. Paul especlally
was In need of such supplication and prayer just at this time,
for, as Tychicus informed the Golo_ssian; Paul was a prisoner
for the sake t.'.'lf hils savior. Because he confessed Jesus, Paul
was mow in bonds, but he asks the saints to pray for him that
he might contimue to fearlessly proclaim Jesus, Paul never
forgot: that first, last, and always. he was. an ambassador of his
Savior, and therefore he asks his flock to pray for him, so that
he might recelve the needed stren-gth to preach the Word bold.ly.
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in keeping with apostolic commisslon, Paul anccentz the fact
that wo must pray thue. for all bellevers, s watohful anmd
congtantly prayerful ettitude which has in mind the neceds of
8ll believers under all clreumstances of 1ife, Thls 1= a duty
ich 1z ecpecislly incumbent upon us me leaders in the Chmreh
of Jesuz Chrlet, .

Foh. 6, 21: But that ye also may mow ry aoffairs and -
how I do, Tychicus, & beloved brother and falthful minister
in the Tord, shall malke known t0 you all things,

Col, 4, 7: All my otete shall Tychicus declare unto

you, who 1s a beloved brother, and a faithful minister
and fellow mervant in the Tord,

Nere Paoul Informs the meciplente of the letter that he is
sending information concerning hls present conditlon by his

fellow servant, Tychlcus,

In thie brief statement of the apostle, he pays the
highest poseible compliment to Tychicue, calling him a beloved,
ecteened brother, and a falthful minlster in the Lord, Faul
could bave given thle pestor no hﬂ_.gher recormendetion,

e also, as pastors of the flock pleced in our eriritual
cere, should seek to win such = recormendation from our God,
That :ehou:ld be our highest reward, that we cen be called
faithful minlsters In our Lord, We muct never do things for our
orn beneflt, out of =elfish conslderation, but we must always
work in keeping with the dignity of ocur high calling, e have
the blessed privilege of serving our Savior here upon earth,
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and our hirhest reward should not be ouw own gain and glorification,
but the witneess that we have been falthful ministers in the

Lord, To thls end let us labor and study hard, so that we may

truly be worthy of such pralse, Then our Lord will meet us as

we enter the gates of heaven and say unto us: ""ell done, thou

good and falthful servent,"

Besldes these parallels in the two captivity letters of
Paul under consideration, we have the Table of Duties contained
in both which are almost verbatim in agreement with each other.
These are worthy injunctions and exhortations to husbands and
wives, chlldren, fathers and mothers, masters, servants, The
principles set forth in them all 1s, that at all times christians
must constantly follow the example of the beloved Savior,
If we live a life of love, if we heed the warnings which Jesus
gives us in respect to the devil and our flesh who are congtantly
waiting for us to give way to ein and enger, then we lmow that

we are living in accordance with God's Word,

This Table of Duties is a wonderful and condensed resume
of the relation of the Christien family and household.,
oObedience to them is a sure way to a happy home and every
Christian should be based on these divine principles.
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III, CONCLUSION,

-After considering the passages in these two Epistles

of Paul we must certalnly have -come to the conclusion that a
lifetime of study could not exhaust the riches of divine ‘
knovledge contained in these two gems of the Bible, The spiritual
guidance and words of divine wisdom contained therein are truly
a means whereby a Christian can be strengthened and.equipped

to meet any emergency in-the battle with sin, death, and the
dovil., A wealth of spiritual knowledge is contained in these
Letters and whoever spends fruitful hours of study in the
divine garden of this message from God wlll agree with me when
I say that such study is indeed redeeming the time, for nowhere
else could any man spend hie time more profitably, The Christian
vho reade these words rmust be fillled with the desire to follow
the exhortations of Paul. Every child of God who prayerfully
goes through these wonderful letters will be ruled by the law
of christian love, friendship, warm<heartedness, ohax;ity, and
patience; he will be strengthened to flee from all things which
are connected with his 0ld Adam, his original sinful state

and, sbove all, he wlll continue to grow epiritually, gradually
approaching his Savior and his God.

Concerning the relation between these two Eplstles of
St. Paul there can be no doudbt as to their similarity.
However, De Wette claims that Ephesians was merely a copy of
Coloselans carrded out to greater length, This we deny, because
our study shows us clearly that each Iet.tar has its omn
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individuality, However, 1f our own study does not convince us,
we have the corroboration of many others., Such noted exegetes
as Meyer, Harless, Wlesseler, Olshausen, end Stoeckhardt
definitely disagree with De Wette'!s statement, lieyer-Schmidt-
Kommentar ueber den Epheserbrief says: :

"Indeses erklaert sich dless hinreichend darnus, dass die
Abfassung des elnen Brlefes der des snderen rasch gefolgt
1st, so dass Paulus noch voll und durchdrungen war von
den zuvor ausgesprochenen Ideen, Warnungen, und Ermehnungen.
Dies fuer des Apoetels unwuerdlg su erklaeren, 1st voreilig,
de wir von ihm kein anderes Briefpaar haben, welches so0
gleichzeitig und sus so gleichem Ideenkrelse hervorgegangen
veere. Ist aber aellerdinge gar Menches, was such der
Koloeszerbrief enthaelt, in unserem Rriefe wortreich
dergestelli, =0 1gt in imm auch Manches gehalten."

(E.g. of. Fph., 1, 15-17 with Col, 1, 3~4; Eph, 2, 16 with

Col, 1, 203 ¥ph, 4, 32 with Col, 3, 1l2ff,)

Thet the Letter to the Colossians was undoubtedly written
first 1= held br most exegetes. Since Paul had an urgent need
to ocare for in Colossae end m'ote. concerning the slave Onesimus
to Philemon, it would only be naturel for Paul to write these
two importeant documents first and then, sinioe they were to be
gsent bry Tychicus, he also added a Tetter to the Fpheslans, since
he waeg filled with hils glorious message, Stoeckhardt holds this
view, ae do also Meyer, Harless, Neander, and Olsheusen, We read

in Neonder, Geschichte der Pflanzung usw., vol, 1, p. 524,

4th editiont

gnd daraus erhellt auch, dase er den Rrief an die
Kolosser zuerst unter dlesen beiden geschrieben hatj denn
in demselben zelgen sich uns dlese (edanken in lhrer
urspruenglichen Entstehung und Beziehung, wie sle

durch den Gegensatz gegen jene in dlesem Sriefe von

inm bekaempfte Sekte hervorgerufen wurden,"
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The similarities have been brought out throughcut the
theals, but it might be well to see what other men have to
gay on this subjeot. Before others are oited however, let us
consider a few goreral comparisons, Concerning the Jews amd
Gentiles we note that a) fellowship between them is established
by the etermal purpoge of God to save all men and the whole idea of
Christian féith; b) universal salvation is shown as absolutely
néceséary because of universal depravity; o) circumcision 1is
definltely done awey with, thus breaking down the last barrier

between Jews and Gentiles.

concerning the offlce and person of Jesus we seec that
col. 1, 16 carries the Savlor's Lordship back to the beginning
of all things. Eph, 1, 10 makes the reconciliation effected
by Christ's death Include all things and carries back Kis
Lordship, or Hesdship of the Lceclesla to a primordial choosing
of its members in Him, Eph, 3, 14, ;

The contrast between the two Eplstles with respect to the
Holy Spirit is very marked throughout,

The relation of Epheslans to Colossians:

Similerities

1, Same words- and expressions occur repeatedly,
2., Passages ldentlcal in thought and language.
3., Passages identical in thought, but the expression is varied.
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Thore are others where the toplc is more fully 'handled than
in the other,

Peesages in whilch toplcs follow in the same order.

Dissimilarities

In col_ossians ve have a particular letter to a perticular
congregation in reference to peculiar circumstances, whereas
in Epheeiane these features sre missing,

mhesian.s ie more doctrinal than practical, whereas Colossians
ie Just the opposite.

Colocslane warne the church against false philosophy,
EFphesiang «- "the great design unfolding the gloriee of
redemption for both Jew and Creek; designed to be i:he great
medium for the manifestation of the grace and wisdom of God
to all Intelligent creatures," '
Toplcs discucced in one end not the other,

Ephesians much more unified then Colossians,

We read in Davies, The Epistle of St, Peul to the Fphesians,

the Cclosgians, and Philemon, page 7:

"Both were writton at very neerly the same time by the
same author, It ls when we are considering the doctrinal
substance of the Eplstles that thig conclusion forces
itself upon us most irresistibly as the true one, These
two letters are twins, singularly like one another in -
face, like also in character, but not so identical as
to be without a strongly mariced individuality."
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Lightfoot; Biblical Essaye, pege 395¢ "The one 1s the

general end systematlic exposition of the geme truths which
eppear in a apéoial bearing in the other,”

The International Critical Gommenta!x telle us:

. "It is impossible even to glance over these two Fpistles
wlthout belng struck by the meny similerities and even
verbal colncldences between them, On the other hand,
tho Eplstle to the Xphesians differs markedly from its
twin Eplstle in the absence of controversisl matter such
neg forms so important an element in the other." P, xxiii,

These opinions, aec the expresesion of dletinguished scholars
in this fleld, speak for themeselves, It 1s q;ui.te unnecessary to
montion the very apparent conclusion which we must have reached
by this time, These Eplistles were undoubtedly written very shortly
one after the other from Rome, with the Letter to the Colossians
end to Fhilemon preceding the Epistle to the Fpheelans,

It 1e with reluctance that I muet give up the interesting
gtudy which has engroseed my attentlion for such a long time,
and I do co realizing full well that I heve barely soratched
the surface in my study of thls section of Scriptures, May the
future grant me both the time and the opportunity to devote
infinitely more time on this preclous sectlon of Cod'e Yord.
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