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Chapter I. General Introduction.

le¢ Scope of the Thesis

The mgaorthiathesisiaashﬂyofthebhnmm content of
the Book of Gonosise It is not thc purpose moroly to restate tradi-
tional orthodox interpretations of the passeges in quostion and to
refute differing intorpretations; nor is eny attempt made to prosent
now points of interpretation. The approach Mw that of
tho Bible student vhose purpose is to see whot the text seys and what

Foly Soripture snys about it.

2. The Appl'oa.oh

To write en exogetical troatise from this anh it is necessary
£irst of oll to honor tho text am the inspired Word of God which is
ablo to molke mon wise unto salvation. This attitude gives the Bible
student the proper pleoe end puts Soripture on the high pedestal that
God intonded for it: man is not %o sit in judgment on what is said
in the toxt or on how it is said, but is to be an attentive listener
‘o what God hos to seay. As wo epproach this wori, we are therefore
conscious of the ceution given Ps. 46,10: "Bo still, and know that I
en God", and Feocl. 5,65 "Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thine
heart bo hasty to uttor any thing before Gods for God is in henven,
and thou upon sarth: +thorofore let thy words be few." In addition
it is neccssary to be conscious of the central purpose of Soripture,
as it is statod by Christ Johmn 5,59: "Seerch thc Soriptures; for in
thom yo think ye have eternal 1life; and they are they which tostify



of mo." . Enowing that the 0.T. cenon in its entirety speaks ofChrist,
we smst toke it for gramted that also the Book of Genesis contains
Christ as its center. The burden of proof lies with the negative,

" 8. Roason for Studying Those Toxts
JE

ity £

In studying the 'I:h:'e'aI passages in tho Book of Genesis that have
boon understood o8 roforring %o Christ, wo ere not aporoaching an
interosting sidelight in the book of origins, but the first appoarances
of the Gospol u.g‘_':’tf'gnlmtton of men. It 1s\p|o will of God that also
we of the H.T. tinos study those passagos ear.emw, es Ho seys by
St.Poter: "We have also a more sure vord of prophecy; . Whorounto ye

do wull that ye tale heed, as unto a 1light that shineth in a dark place,

until tho day dewm, and the day ster arise in your hearts® (2 Fets 1,
19). In studying these prophecios we pust bo consclous of the fact
that the writors of tho 0.7, renlized that they wero writing about

the i‘essich when thoy did so. 1 Pet. 1,10,11: "Of which salvation the
prophots havo enquired and ssarched diligently, who prophesied of tho
graco that should como unto yous gearching what, or wl;nt ngmer of
time tho Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, vhon it testi-
fiod beforchand the sufferings of Christ, end the glory that should
follow.," That nlso ldes, whom we do well to consider the author of the
entire Pentateuch, wrote of Christ we lnow from John 5,46, where Christ
says of Lioses, "He wrote of Me" (aleo Acts 26,22.23a). We therofore
know from the outsot that thore erc prophecics of the Redeemor in the
0.T. ond specifically in the writings of Moscs. It is up to the Bible
student end thoologian to recognize these prophooles when he mests them
and to endeevor to understend them as fully as possibles To achieve
this end in conncotion with the MNossianic passages in Genesis is the
purposo_of this thesis.



4. Troatment of Difforing Opinions :

Sinoe thia thesis 1z writton as o study of what the toxt says, it
is more conveniont to place tho difforing 1ntorpretutl;na of commenta=
tors as well as the porpetrations of moderniem end unboliof in a sep=
arato part aftor the positive presentation is conpletods To treat
each verinnt intorprotation of tke individusl points that are in gues-
tion in these pnssrges would bo too leongthye. Greater unity is achieved
by grouping the falsc comprehensions and interpretations under logical

headss



Chapter 1II
The Protevengel, Genesis 3,16

I will put emmity botwoon thee and the woman, and between thy
sead end hor sood; it shall bruise thy head, end thou shalt braise
his heel,

1. Importence of the Contoxt

Tho worda of Gen. 3,15donotemeytﬁecomotmemngutukon
out of thoir contoxt. Considered in. the light of the context, they
aro tho alinex of ono of tho two most dranntic momonts of world history,
the othor being the crucifixion and resurrection of the Saviore After
the groot and glorious univorse wus completed, man wgs Groated in the
imopo of God (Gen. 1,25,26ff) and pleced into the universe as its head.
Over the wholo Croation God plu.ood the supersoription, "Behold, it was
vory good." Gen. 3, however, deaoribea the entrance of evil, the oppo-
site of good, into God's porfoct oreation. God is aware of this and
soon appears on the sceno in rightecus indignation. He first questions
non, tho hond and only responsible being in all the visible universe.
Aden, the heed of his rance, not boing cble to demy the act of disobo=
dienco, puches its blamo upon the wonen "whom thou gaves to be with mo."
The woman likewlse cannot cvade the charge, but pushes the blemo on the
sorpent. Admnan.dzmlmawthntthehrdhasomtoomouhthn
throat spokon Gen. 2,163 "In the day that thou eatost thereof thou
shalt suroly die." Tho Lord does not carry out that throat imediate-
1y, but first turns to the sorpent with the curso, "Bescesuse thou hast
dono this, thou art oursed above all oattle, and aebove evory beast of
tho £icld; upon thy bolly shalt thou go, and dust shelt thou eat all
the daya of thy lifo" (Gen. 3,14). The curse continues, but contains
what we have found %o be the first mention of the greatest blessing
contained in Soriptures "And I will put emity between thee end the



woman, ond botveen thy sced and hor Gced; it shall bruiso thy head,
end thou chalt bruiso His hool.™

Before taking up the detailed study of tho text, it is woll to
rovaw the noxt sovoral versos €0 oeo how men farcd under God's right-
eous wrathe Tho Diblo is writton for man, and men's lot bofore God
is 1ts nain intorest, After tho curse of Gene 3,15 God turns first
to the women, no donbt booouse it wes she that had pornitted ovil to
enter tho world. It is o significant fact that Adem arnd Dve did not
BRIVG evil into tho world, as is at times sald, but thoy PERIITTED it
to entor. Beomso they failed in this responsibility, a severe curse
is pronounced.s "Unto the vomen ho sald, I will greetly multiply thy
SOTTOw md_thy concoption; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth éhtldmg
and thy desire shall be subjeoct to thy husbend, and ho shell rulo aver
thea" (3,16)s The foult of Adem was not only that he hed disobeyed
by eating from the fruit of the forbidden troe, but also that he had
s&sobeyed his wifo vhere God had forbiddem. Thorefore his curse is
'basaq espeoiclly on that added disobedionces "irnd unto Adam he said,

_ bocouso thou hast hearkensd unto tho voloe of thy wifs, and hast eaten
of the tree, of thich I commended thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of
1t: oursed is the ground for thy seke; in sorrow shelt thou eat of

it all tho deys of thy life; thorns also end thistlos skall it bring
forth to theoy ond thou shelt @at the herb of tho fioldy in the
sweat of thy feso shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the
ground; for out of it wmst thou teltens for dust thou art, and unto
dust shalt thou return."” Gen. 3,17=19. Then God nmade o_lcl:hoe for
Adem end Eve and drove them from the Gerden of Eden, lost thoy approach
alsc to tho tres of life.

Fow the quostion before us is, what is the relation of 5,16 to
the rest of this history? This study conters nainly about tho identity



of "hor Seod"; but to ostoblish that we mast first detsrmino who is
spolen to and who is meont by "thy seed".

2+ "Thee"s Tho is Spokan To?

The meaning of all wrds spoken in convorsation is dofinitoly
aolored by the consideration of tho opoaker end the person spoken to.
Tho simplo words "watch your step” spokedo the cospetitive athlote
sot up en entiroly different train of thought in the mind then the
emmrdsaddmssodtoa}adymlkmgmuos?tothaedgoofan
olevated railrond platforme Comsideraotion of the porsan speaking
i espocielly important wien one canparas & throa.t of revengo ubttored
by e child sgeinst o stalking fullback with the semo throat mede ag-
einst o rival, If we wore to quots infinitely noro extreme oxamples
of how the porson of tho speeker and the one spoken to affects the
moaning of vhat is said, we should hardly produce a situation in which
those fectors are nore d.i;:-xiﬂount than in the sentence before us. The
vords are thoge of T-7é:/f N 17", provicusly introduced in the mar-
rative as Creator of hoavon end ecrthy who formed man by o spocial
aot of croation and oroated him in His om 1mngp; who solemnly end
plainly gave to man tho injunction which had just bosn broken: “Of
overy treo of the gerdon thou meyest freely eat; but of the troe of
the Imowlodge of good and ovil, thou shalt not cat of its for in the
day that thou eatest thoreof thou uhel‘bl surely dioe" Gene 2,1G¢17e
Tho porson addressod in tho first Messianic prophecy, however, is not
follon man. Boohl sayss "Das evangelische Tort rodet nicht direct
sun Henschen, weil offenbar von don gefellencn Henschen kein Yollen
und koin Vollbringen dos Guton ferner su ervarten ware" Pe60e What
is said hore is indeed of deop significence for the follen oreaturej
it 1s a very definite blessing to hime But it is spoken in the fom
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of & curso or him who led men to discboy the oleer and dofinite injunce

tion of the Lord. It is'n @ivino blossing, wrapt in judgoente” (Briggs,
Pe75)e Tho idomtity of tho omo who is cursod theroforo sheds light om
tho blossing. :

The statoment of vve 14.15 is eddrossed to the serpent, (1}1_;1 £ I
Thig is the hoast that had sppoared to Evo in tho garden, hod gpokon 'to
hor ebout tho cormend of God, had lod her to waver in strict obodience
to it and thus had been the moving oause of the trensgrogsion that had
brought about this peinful meeting, This beost is cursed in velés "And
the lord God said unto the'sorpent, Baocause thou hast done this, thou
art cursed above nll onttlo, and above every boast of tho £ield; upon
thy bolly shelt thou go, and dust shalt thou oat all tho days of thy
1ifo." Bub it connot be thet the ergwsontation which lod Eve to dis=
oboy origineted with ono of the lower oroatures which had at the time
of oroation been nade subjoct to man. The enimal world was not fitted
out with the intolligence by virtue of which man ruled over it. Should
it have beon possiblo that a oreature could doceive man, his efficient
rulc ovor all tho boasts (included in’'the "it wng very good"™ proncunced
upon tho camplote order of things) would have beon a farce. Boehl mckes
this portinont obsorvebions "fiie wagt es wohl sin Tior, dort Gott-
gleichhoit in Aucsioht su gbollen, wo der Allerhoochste den Tod enge=-
droht hat? Hur ein gen: eminentcr Foind Gottes, oin widor Gott und
soeine Schoepfung dn Wuth Tntbrammtor komnto es wmgen, in golcher Toise
des G;gmtail von den su behnupten, vas Gott gosegte" P.5l. ‘It was not
the eerpsnt itsolf thot porpotrated. the temptation, just es tho sword
of Horod was not the moral agemt that iilled Jokn tho Beptist. The
serpent vas the meens used by a higher powor that vantod to destroy the
work of God, end thot saw the necessity of epproaching into the closer
confidence of tho woman in some disguiso, sinco she was equipped to
withstond any epproaches. Fhen God now thunders the curses of righteous
wrath over hinm who had brought evil into His oreation (which was ontirely

HINit



good, Gen. 1,51), He first punichos tho gorpent (veld), just as the
fether of o slain child will soon destroy the woapon with which the
decd was cocnitted (Eeil, p.72).

God doe.u not honor the real evildoer with direct mention. If one
will divest onosclf of all previous Imowledge and information concere -
ning this pascege, this fect brings up a difficulty. As has already’

been shomm, it 1s evident fron the preceding account of Gonecis thet the

sorpent could not heave led Eve to sine It must havo been tho agont
of' another boinge Boonuce one body cannot inhabit anothor body or
control ite will, tho tomptor must. be e spiritual beinge This faot
besozes very sigaifioont in the consideration of tho achievement of
the Sood of tho “onane . But in the orray of curses oclled forth by
tho act of disobedience, not ono is addrossed to ths roal evildoore -
Wiithout ponatrating the text any Twrthor, ono should bo teaptad to
cupposo thot it must have boon tho uaﬁxmb itsolf aftor alle But
oevery roturn to that suppoa.’;.'i:im ro=-gmpansicos its ebsurdity. - It is
thoreforo logicsl %o look for the ourss uponm tho rcel ovildoer in
Tel5, right aftor the curso on hig instrument. In order to establish
the supposition thot vels is not -addrossed to the serpont, -but to the
roal temptor, wo must first dotomine the roal identity. of tho temp-
tor and thon see vhethor the curce hore spoken has beon earried out
upon hine

f

Who was the tempter? According to all that God has rovealed to
us, the statement of John B,44, that the devil is tho father of lying,
1s based directly on Gone 3, where lying is introduced into God's por-
feot croation. In tho some passage the devil is spoken of as a mur-
deror fram the bogiming, which statement is again based on the fact
that it was ho who brought ebout tho fulfillment of God's threat to
mgns "In the day that thon catest thoreof thou shalt surely die" (Gene

2,17)e Tho semo thought is stoted a bit noro succinctly in tho apo-
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oryphal book Ecolosiactious, 2,24s "Thru the onvy of the devil is
death como into the world." All bolioving commentators cgroe with
Koil: "Dioser Feind ist der Satan" (p<74). Those who will dony that
Satan was the temptor mmst not only deny tho correctnoss of those
statements, but also leave a difficulty in the toxt unsolved.

That the speclific curse of v.l5 refers to the temptor end not
to tho sorpent is evidont from a comparison of that ourso with what
happoned in tho oponing verses of the chaptore Eve was approachod
by the tempter and grew intimate with him. Thoy set up friendly re-
lationse That is tho thing the tempter had intendod to ecocomplish
by cntering o boast, toward vhich Eve would naturally bs friondly end
congidoratae In veli now the curse iz one of enmitys it is tho mulli=-
fication of the friendship ostablishede And as the friondship was not
prinarily botireon Bve and tho sorpent, but with tho real tompter, so
the emaity thet will honcaforth obtein will not be between the woman
and the boost; it will be "betweon thee and the woment That is spoken
to the real temptor, Soton, altho sccording to its form the address
is still %o the sorpent. "Gott tut dem hinter dor Sghlonge verbore
genon Verfuehrer ger nicht die Fhre en, iln zit héhon Vorten, nit En-
golzungen, nioderzuschnotiern; Gott bleibt stohen boi der Huclle, die
Satan gelbst germohlt, und weiss ilm auch in dieser Huelle zu fangon
und in Bande su logen." Boehl 53. .

At this point we muast elso consider the applicnt#m of vel5 to
tho serpent and its doscendonts as e possibility. Dr. Maler points
out (p.66) that "the hatred end repulsion which ofton oxists between
sorpont ond man may bo a naturel and invetorato reminisconce of this
event, altho this point has bocn undely emphasised." Ho continues with
a quotation fron Adam Clork that gottlos the matter as far as tho pre=-
am‘nrgment 13 concorned: "It is yot to be discovered that the ser-

pontine race have any pooulier cmity against menkind, nor is thore



any proof thet men hato sorpemts more then they do other noxious end
“alss Hon have much more emnity %o tho common rat and megpio then
thoy have to all tho sorponts in the land, boosuso the former destroy
tho grein, oto., and sorpents in general, fer from secking to do men
s.uischmr, flee his cpproach, and genpmny-awld his dvellinz,” Even
the citation of poisomous enakes that will attack man doos not prove
tho hostllity of the sorpontine rance to the humen raco. Onc csmnot
goneralizo fron individual instnnoes, nor are even the most vioious
egErossivo snokes any more hostilo then othor boasts thet will attack
nene To must conoludo thet our text doss not refer to the Taco of
snokes, but only to the real tompter, Saton. The sorpont and its

Tnoo has boon edequately cursed velds Our roason for ascertaining
whother this curso (vel5) is spoken to Saten end Saten only is well
gbtatod by Koils; "Durch die Watur des Feindes wird also schon der Be=
griff dos 349 ‘r eigentuenlich modi.ﬁo:l.rb"j end Bochls "Die richtige
Eingicht mm in das Tiegen diosos 'Vorfuehrars wird uns einen tieferen
Einblick in dns Viescn des ihm gogomucber gestollten Veibessemons vor-
schaf'fen” (p.51)s IHaving now identified the enemy that is being cursed
Vel5, our next concern is, who is the ‘bompber's sced?

e "Thy Seed"

The noun 37J is dorived from the verd root 30T, "to souw". It
is used to denote hoth the act of sowing and the seed which ia somm.
Then used of men, it naturnlly denotes offspring. But since in this
passage not the sorpent itsolf, but Satcn is addressed, wo have the
word S“]’; applied to o spirit, vhich of course can have no offspring.
The "geed" of Saten "embraces collectively all those vho may ocoze into
the service of Saton, tho ovil angels and the luman beings that serve
his purpose” (Hoier, p.66)s That is Soriptural langueges 1 John 5,88

& P74
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"Ho that sinmeth is of the devil". John 8,44b tho devil is celled

tho fother of lyinge Reve 12,9 is less clear, but based on tho tempe
tation in Eden end the same usus loguendis "That old serpent, called
the devirl, and Satan, whioh doceiveth the whole world." lt. 23,33 the
Pharisees are oalled "serpents™ and "gemeration of vipers". John 8,
44q the unbolleving Jows aro addrosseds "Ye arc of ﬁr fother the
dovil". Acts 13,10 St.Paul cells Elymee tho. sorcerer "Thou child of
tho dovil, thou enemy of sll rightoousnoss”s 1 John 3,10 spesks plain
lengueges "In this tho children of God are manifest, and the children
of the dovils whosoover doeth not rightoousness is not of God, neither
he thet loveth not his brother", Leas clear, tho pertinont, is Job
30,8: "Thoy were children of fools, yea, children of base nen: they
were viler then the earth". 1 Same 10,273 1 K. 21,23; Jidge 20,13;
Doute 15,13 use tho phrase "ohildrenm of Bolial" of wicked pecples Judge
19,225 2 Sone 23,635 1 K. 21,103 1 Same 2,12 have "sons of B;all.al'-
This array of Biblicel oxprossions, vhich is by no means exhaustive,

is eufficiently complete to shor thet Soripture in both the 01d end the
TFow Tostanent has one very definite conception of the "seed" of Satans

. tho party of ths devil cmbracing all ovil spirits end all umbolieving
mankind, In them all is the evil prinsiple and ponu‘:hat utilised the
sorpent in the tomptation and which is cursed in Gen. 3,15.’ Briggs
(p«75) puts it this woys "Tho seed of the serpent ewbraces all the
evil race dorived from him ¢e.e the serpents of the higher world, the
avil spirits, end .. tho sorpent: emong menlicind, the ovil men, and se-
duoors, esss indsed all the forges of evil which arrsy themselves against
tho children of God"e Keil (p.76)s Es "sind alle, welche die Verheiss-
ung nicht boachtet und bewshrt haben, der alten Schlange als Beute am-
hoingefaellon und dom Schlangonsamen sususashlen, welchen dor Kopf ser-
treton wird".
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4, “Her seed“

This iz ono of thoso points of mtarpretutm on which serious-
minded ond thinting intorgoters differ. In the prosent approach to
the matter wo shall not tnrt with en emmeration of the interpreta-
tioms that heve been given, mor sholl we introduce tho matbor with
statemonts of Soripture, beoause thero are no direct i;imauma of
thiﬂ passage; we shall approach the text 11:5911', let it aaenk for it=
solf, investigate the poan!.bi.lities of :I.uborp:_reht:l.m that prescnt
themgselves, follow reason as far as it oon teke us, and then turn to
such statements of Soripturc es have a bearing on cur findings. Ve
shall use commentators only to state individual points suscinctly ond
for corroboration of factual -da'ln.. ,

vhen the oyes of Adom and Eve were opemod af'ter thoir disobe=

dience, they were afraid,not only, as they told God, bocause they were
naked, bub surely also booause the threat "In the day that thou oatest
thercof thou shalt surcly die” was now tho next rung of the ladder for
theme Thero is no indication in the sacred record that man could ox-
peot onything but the. carrying out of thic threat at this time. T¥hen,
in the brief hearing before tholr judgg they ploaded guilty of disobe

- odionco, tho sontonce was not first pronounced upon men, but upon the
serpont, and then upon the tan;;ber. Thile nan was awaiting his om
seutonco, ho had to hoar in the sentence of the bezpber of perpetual
ennity betwoon thre women and the tezptere But men also, heard something
goods the womon was to have o sseds That told men that it was not
all over for him; thore must have been a chenge in God's dispensation
a5 for as meh was conserned. Already in the Lord's reference to “her
seed” there is involved the offioial chenge firan tho roligion of self-
rihtoousness to the religion of grace; for it is only by God's grace
that che oon at this timo be given a seed. On the part of God, this
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is a rtrategio move that will rosult in crushing Saten's rebollion
forovers Looking o fow werses farther, wo see that the threat of
death is enrried out upon l:;an, but in a nodified way. His body and
soul will be separnted in desth, but ho 1s not to be soparated from
God as Saten is. With the montion of a seed continucd life is pranised
tho race of man. This much is imnediatoly certains Eve will havo °
decccm__inntn. At this moment that information is a groat comfort to
both Ac}cn and Fvo.

. Tho Lord does not leave it ényaﬁe.ryvmymui, who gould expoet
Bothing but decth, should have a soode Ho amnownces tho purposs of the
seeds 0177 IVU; H1'n. Sotan's purpose in leading men to discbedi~
onco 'rms to dos'i:roy tho works of-Gode God's purpos; now is to over-
cone St;ten and at the sgmo time not to destroy men with him, In the
mrrnre.of Satan's re‘be].!l.;.on_ ogeinst God, God now maa His stro~
togy. ‘o doos not need to koop it seoret. Setan had hopod to align
men on his sido egainst God (the "deeth’ of 2,17 is essentially the
state'qf soperation from God in vhich Saten was already at this time);
thet plan is frustrated in thot God first of all puts emity between
Saton ond the women. Then God does not inflict upon men the doath thet
already rosts on Jaten, but gives man a soede Thon the seed will ap=-
pear, Fe does not say. Fhon it doos appesr, the secd also is to be in
o state of emity against Satan. Their emity will come %o a heed in
a struggle that will end in g orushed hoad for Satan and on injured
heol for "her Seed". In thet way God's purpose of glving mew 1ife
to man will bo eccomplished end Satem will bo definitely.overcome by

mane

To gvery thinking porson there must now como the quostion, why
ocould Saton overcome Hve and thru her Adem when they were in the state
of perfection, and then be ovorecome by theoir offspring when menkind vas

in a weokened conditiont To enswer that question we must first examine



the Hsbrow toxt cerefully. Firgt we take up tho use of the tem >l in
thoso passages whore it refors to progenys Gen. 15,5 it stands for

"a dosoondant”s 3] NANIY3~%. Two verses laber it stands for "de
goondants”s - tolling Abrem to behold the stars, tho Lord says, ‘7 n" 12
¥|27T« Oftom it donotos en individunle At tho birth of Seth, Gen. 4,
25, Bve cays, z‘%gnmpp&l >0 Fsl ¢TWe Gen. 21,12 349} cen
rofor only to ono persons M 73 KMIP: PIg>32« In the following
vorsoe God gpeaks to Abrom concerning Ishmgels 7D 7] )Fre 1 Same 1,11
Eonnoh prays the Igrd, -n-cy;;_g 32F NAYE TN o Gone 4,1 Eve
thinks gho has the ,-S'j_;' mentioned Gen, 5,15 whon her first child is borne
2 Spne 7,12 tho Lord speaks to David about the succossion to tho thrones
VDAY NT0).7) IS 370G ~DHPN: In cortetn phrases
F2I 2aturelly hos o colloctive meening, os in Ise 14,201 T7-370 307 »
The vord study of. 271) thorofore loads to tho conclusion that it mey be
uscd collectively or individually, as the context demands..

Tho next step is to study the syntax of tho vorsoe ‘mg-?.)_-:lu ln-
nediatoly spoken of as &, "he", and the injury given him is repore
ted with 123 1351W¥, "you will 7)1 him with respect to tho heel”
(tho verb 7)1 Wis in quostion'as to its meaning)e The use of the .sing=
ular pronoun snd proncminel suffiz points first of all to en individual
mooning, but does not oxolude the collective idea. But without eny
further considoration of tho context one would in e cese like this ine
cline to teke the individual moaning, since a plural pronoun might be
expooted, if the colloctive meaning were mw.

Sinoe the syntax gives us o definite olue but establishes nothing
by proof, wo must look to tho combexte Soveral significant facts are
to bo notede First, tho alignment of foes in the predicted emmitys Eve
ogainst Satan; Saten's following sgainst Eve's Seod; Saten sgainst



yo's Socod. To say thab booouse Saten's following (a collcotive tem)
1s alignod agairet Fvo's Seod the 7)1W must bo collootive, is offset
enbirely by the fact thet in the noxt olanse en inaividuel (Saten) is :
»ltted apainst Fvo's Seeds Tho argument of syanotry mhigvea nothing.
Hoxt 0 ‘conside\- the action. Tho f.‘irst olause speoks of emi.ty 'batmen
tve end Sata_n; that is olear, but adds nothlng to the progress of tho
ergwiont. The second elouge speaks of Satan! s seed end tho wanan's
seods In tho fulfillment wo ghall have to look aftor th:la; for the
presont nothingounbedonoulth it, The seuondhalfofthowrse
gpeaks of struggle botwoen the Seed of tho wonan and Saten himsolf.

Tho action of both conbetants is desoribed with 7)1 W, & very much in
question. The action of )3V must be of such a gemoral nature that it
can ba predicated of both the sorpent end the Soed of the Women. The
philologloal facts on 7)1 aro well presented by Koil (p.73): "Fuer
"MU1st durch dna Chald., Syr., und Rebb. die Bodeutung terero, con-
torora gong gesichort, vgle. Roodiger in Gos. those 8.Ve, die wir in
Binklang nit TU/TPBAY Roen. 16,20 festhalten, woil sie zu allen
Stellen, wo dos Vort noch workont (Hi. 9,173 Pse 139,11), bessor und
loichter passt als dio cuf Combination des TRU mit 7w gogruendete
Bodoutung inhiaro, feindselig trachtom. Das Verbum ist mit doppeltem °
ObJektsaitkusetiv constulrt, wobel der sweite Aco. dic nachere Bestime
mung des erston gibt, s. Gec. 159 Anm. Ewe 281", ' Several othor faots
support thoso cbservations of Keil. No verb of hostile endeavor (as’
to snap after) is constripd with the double accusative; to give the
vorb a difforent meaning onch timo it oocurs in the verse does violonce
to the langusgos ond the sltuation domands the defeat of Saton as a
sufficient and fitting ocurse upon hime Tho meaning of the verd com=
torero, Gre Tumjgmr, is not in question; 4t means "to rub togother
with injuring effect." The ploture prosounted in the vorse before us
then is.this: in the sctrugglo betwoen the Seed of the Women and Satan
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& sevoro wound will bo inflicted on coch cosbatents Tho Seed of the
Women will injurs the éarpent"a hoad, presunably by stepping om it,
einco His hool is injurod; %o tho sorpent this is a fital wound. The
sorpont will !.n;]ure: tho Seed of tho Womem at the heels A sting in ho
kool could bo fatol cnd thus as complete a orushing of a man as the
emshing of a sorpont's hoode But the oont!‘aet between hoad and heel
doos not inBento n fabal wound in tho heol; nor doss the eituation
‘oall for tho £all of both combatentse From the fact that th!.a sontenco
ig a owrso upon Satan wo may assume ‘that the wound inflictoed by him

on tho heol of the Viomen's Scod is not fatale But Saten's om pGI;U_l‘
falls complotoly. .

These considerations bring us clogor to identifying the 99y in thig
that we now Imow thet ho is eble to overcome Satan, Thiz echievement
of "hor Seed" is one in which RBve herself hed failed. It isnot & -
oonbnt with e bodily pover,, but wlth o spirituel prince.. In such a :
fight physicsl numbors moen nothings what eveils is power in tho spiri-
tual vorlde It may thereforo be dofinitely inforrod from tho text that
"hor Socd" will be o supornatural beinge That inference iz strangthened
by tho fact thet Zve cells her first eh:lld N 77914, Gen, &,1,
shomring how sho underetood the promise of “hor Sepd". Then it is elso
not stronge that the coning Sped is spoken. of as. "hor Sced” and not es
ucual, "his socd". If tho Seed will be whet Sve called 71,1, the fe~

ther of that scod must also be 171" end not a mere nan,. 4

These obgerwvations leed us to some very definite conolusions. The
391 will cortainly bo an individual who 1s God but also man, both N1~
ond D )7, who will be at perpetusl émity with all the dovil's fol=
lowing and will overcomo Saten himself with a orushing defeate That is
Christ, the liossiah, who wns man and God and who overcame Saton on Cole
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Varye To prove this wo now cell in Soripture, which shows us that
thore 1s nothing indofinito or equivocal about this wholo possages To
can substontiate the consclusion that the J 2T muot be tho Hessieh snd
tho Vesaish only by shovisy fom Soripburo thess pointss 1. That Chrish
was et ommity vith tho perty of Satan (I will put emmity between eees
Thy sood ond hor Seed"); 2..that flo ovorcane Saton ("Fe shall orush
thy hoed"); 8. that Ho was hoth mon end God. ;

1. Thet Christ wos et emity with the seed of Saton follows from
Mg activity in casting out devils and ovil spirits, His ceusure of the
Phoriseos ("0 gonoration of vipers") and a1l His prem_:h.i.n.g against the
vorld, whick is an olly of Seten. = 2e That Christ ovex_ceme Satan
is tought in soworal clear passages. 1 Johm 3,8¢ "The Son of God was
annifestod thnt Fo might destroy the works of the devil". The dlotian
of Rome 16,20 is not acoidontal: "The God of peace shall bmuise Satan
wder your foet". Hob. 2,14: "Forasmuch then es the children are par-
talkers of flesh and blood, He also Himself likewiso took part of the
sanoy thot thru death He might destroy hin that hed the power of death,
that is, tho dovil," Thon there are aﬁ@hosa pascages vhich show the
stremuous tho futile activity of Saten in the 1life of Jesus: the mure
dor of the babtes ot Bothlehoms the temptation, lite 43 the temptation
in Cothscmanc, iit. 26,36ff and parsllols; when Feter wonts to dissuade
Jesus from going.into His pasgion, Jesus does not answer Potor, but
says, "Got thes bchind me, Saton® (it. 16,233 k.8,53)e = 3. That
Christ wac both man and God is cloor fron many DRSSOEES3 ©efe, Gale 4,
4: ""hen tho fulnoss of tho time wos come, God sent forth Hls Sam, made
of a wnen, .nede under the law, to rodecm them that vere undor tho law,
that vo mii;ht recoivo tho adoption of sons." Other passages on the ‘trus
doity of Christ arc givon in the oleborate Catalog of Tostimonies, Cone-
cordia Triglotta, Ppe 1106 = 1156; on both the true deity and the trpe
lunenity of Christ we have elaborate treatises in all soripturzl dog-
matios. To presemnt detailed proof for these questions goes beyond th. e

ety ot Ao Asseaney
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6 Tho lesaienic Interprotation of the Church

Tho Christicn church of early times followed Eve in considering
Gon. 3,15 directly rescianic, The LXX demonstrated thoir conviction
by translating Y 177 witha?t o, even tho thoy translated the ante-
eadont A9 r with the mutervﬂ’pml. The faot that this passage : PR
never quoted diréqtly.in- tho HeT. doos not mesn thnt it wos not knowm
to the Evangolists and Anostlos; they often refor to it, as we have
shorme Tho Jorusalem Targunm ond the Targun of Jonathan comment with
the words: "in doibus lessiae romcdivm futurum esse humano genori®™
(that is, ogainst the injury of Saten)e (Bochl,70) Tho lator acosptance
of the ¥cesianic intorpretetion is adequately stated by Boshl, p.70f:
Die Xirchenwaster, such Hieronymus und Aupustin, licssen des
Protevangeliun ebscits liegon und Angustin begimt die clariorn
vaticinin mit dor Vorheissung sn Abrahom (de oive Dei, 1.XVI,
c.12)s Irst in dor Reformationszeit, besonders durch Luthor
in soinen Enarrationes in Gemesin, denn welter durch lelanch=
thon in soinom Comnentar zur Genesis, kan des Protovangslium
wioder gu Fhren, Inther hot auch don unvorgaenglichen Rulm,
Gaes or dicsos Evanpeliun sozussgen erst wiedor entdeckt und
allen Glaubend der Vaotor auf desselbs bozogen het. Former le-
gea die molsten Ansleger aug der nachreforaantorischen Zeit un=
sor Evorgeliun nech der psrsocnlich messianischen Auffassung
aug, Solche Auslegungon findem gsich zZ.B. in don "Critici so=
ori” und in der "Synopsis von Polus; ebonso verfachrt Calov

in der "Biblio illustrata"; Hiller, "Vorbildor Jocu Ohris=-
1", poge 19. Udde -

. 8¢ Tho Theology of the Protewangel

Baving satisficd ourselves that Gen. 3,15 refers to the iessiah,
we can now soce algo other points of theology, drew now inferoncos and
notico more implicetions. The phrase "her Seed” now plainly refors
o the virgin birth, as Luthor hes poiuted out. The emity betwoen
fthy seed and hor Sced" takes on mew moening vhean we think of the in=
votorato hostility shown toward Christ by His countrymon wao were
childron of the devil. Tho threat of God in 2,17 is now no Yonger mo-
dified, but is carried out to tho full in tho case of every individual
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hanon bo:.ng', being vioariously infliotsd on the Savior on the oross.
Theroby continued spiritusl life is gremtod tho rnce of men by God's
frec cholooe As e now review tho ontiro dremn of Gen. 3 the most
odstanding thoological faot 1s the free grace of Gode At & timo
when no ono dogorved enything but curses, God not only cursod, but *
also blessod. Gone & is Soripturets profoundost troatiso on the froe
grace of God, oxoluding the merit of man complotely and utberly with
tho account of the Fall, Hers we soe tho basis of and reason for Ste
Prul®s contlnued cmphosis on the exolusion of works from graco. that
foroo doos not Gom,e 3, osgéoi.ally 5',15, put into these houschold pas=
sogos from St.Poul:s "Therofore by tho'doods of the law thore shell

no Zlech bo justified in his eizht” (Rome $,21); "By greco are ye scved
thru faith; cnd that not of yourselvess it ic the gift of God" (Eph.
2,8); "ind i7 by graco, thon it is mo moro of works: otherwisd grace
i no more grace" (Rome 11,6)3 "fho'wmges of sin is death; but the
GIfE of God is eternal 1ife thra Josus Christ our lord "(Rone 6,25)
Tho longer onc studies tho theology of Geon. 3, the more forcofully

does it impress itseolf om one that the heart and eentor of the Irot-
ovangol 16 tho grace of Ood in Christ Jesus, waich is also the heart
and conter of tho Failine Epistles and of all Soripture.

* 7« Differing Intorpretations

In strict contradiction to the Soripturc teaching that tho in- °
spirod writors of the _O].d Tastomont prophesied directly and specifi-
onlly conceming the coming of the promised Liessiah, modera orit!.ca;l.
thoories gonsider such yrophecy an impossibility. The sev:ral un=
seripturel intorpretetions are the conseguence of a spiritual blinde
ness that does not want to see what the inspired record plainly scyss
The {wo fundomontal thoorivs that are most dominant are thot of the



' - 20

progrosoivo dovolopsent of rovelablon and thab of tho labe couposie '
tion of the Fontatouch by an editor who used sourcos known as J, E,'
JdZ, obc. Uhen imberprotors have once left tho prinoiple that the
toxt zugt be revered es tho Word of God and that it must bo imter-
protesd nccording to rales hased on the lawe of human thought and
lanzuags ond on $ho nature end pu:-;;ose of Holy Writ; thon they cen
without troubls rend tholr om ideas into tho plaln toxb without dife
fioulty and without compunctions of conscience. That is the oxplen~
abion for the onasing fortitudo that has cherastorized the mtionale
iatio interprotetion of the taxt wo are discussing in this esseys |

Tim_ load;Pg gnolosmon of the rationalistic Lﬂt&?ﬁ?ﬁers is Skin=
ner, author of tiic wilumc on Genosis in the Interoational Critical
Conmenterye In the toxt of hic exposition he does not mention the
Ieselonic .1.n1:.orpmtat!.o_n at all, but .trénts it nogetively in an oz
tonded footnota. He presonts the sum total of his findings in the
vorzo thuss "Tho genoral mooming of the sentonoe is cloars in the
wor hotucen men and corpents the former will crush the head of the
fos, vhilec tho lattor con only wound in the hool." P.79. Ho ignores
the fact that in v,15 Satan is addrossed and thet according to his
Intorpretation Satan himgolf is not punishod for bringing sin into
the world, Tho difficulty with the verb Y)1\jho solves by doriving
it 4n onc oase from ")ﬂw'i.n the senso of "be eager for", "ain ot",
end in tho othor fron 7)i W, "bruise”s That is doing violence to the
lonmwmpge.  "Thy soed" and "her seed" he rondorss "The wholo brood of
sarponts, and tho whole race of mon." Pe79 (ou the whole raco of wen,
aleo Briggs, p.75, ond Hengstonborg, pe6é)e As aifSady stated, nob
tho serpent but Satan o addressed; “thy seed” must bo Sstan's seed.
For that renson "hor soed” camot be the race of mens man has elreedy
failed to overcorme Saten and thorefore canmot hopo to do so in the fu-
turo whon men will be nore mumorous beoause in spiritual conflict phy=-



sloal numbers meen nothinge It is not surprising that he ssys, p.82:
"It is dowbtful if, from tho standpoint of striot historiocal oxegesis,
tho 1'mlsaa,ge can be regarded as in eny conse a Protovangelimm". Vith
the montion of "strict historicel oxegosis” hg rofors to tho contens
tion of modern 't;ritics that the dootrines involved in a Protmgeli.m
wero not rowoeloed to rankind until much later. That is of course shame=
loas rebellicn ogainst tho plain Word of God and unhlu:.hing oxaltation
of the prodict of his ovm Imaginotione : ;

Dillson, who £inds in the words of Gone 5,16 the "idsa of man's
vocetion to coaseloss moral warfare with tho Ysorpont=brood! of sinful
thou;;hté, end an implicit promise of 'the ultimate dostruction of the
ovil power,” operates with the seme prinsiples. Of all tho efforts to
disoradit tho Bible, ome of the mosh succossful emong the ignorant and
uneducated is the type ropresented by th:l foat of Dillmon: using a
Plous thought of o goneral cheracter to hide a fundementdl dootrine
tiat doss nob £1t 1ato his schomo of theology. Gunkel, quoted by Siin-
nor n.62, proscnts anothor such theory, which finds more accoptamce
enong modern Bible intorproters then ono night expects He holds that
originally the coed of t.ho wonan and the soed of the somp ent vere
mythologienl charactors that wore ongaged in a mythical combat. It
is a favorite pastime of highor oriticlsn to place tho carly Bible
stories on e per with tho encient mythologles of tho heathen nationse
But by this procedure the divine o.r:lgln uf_Sq_:g::.ptu::o is completely
digoarded and the whole Bible losos iis worth.

s

The same rationalistic spirit is doninent in all those cacmentaries
ond Bible oditions thnt not so much a8 hove e reforence to the liessianic
content of the passcgo. The Bagster Bible, Cege, :I.n its extensivo dis-
cussion on Genosis (Bible Melps, p.l6f), oontains no mention whatsver of
the Messinh or of sin. Dods, in his oiously worded commentary omn Gen=
esis, takos no notioce of the Logsianic element in his oczment to wwe 14f.




Tho fiaw in suwh oxegesis is that it ignoros the very coro and ceater

of' Soripturs, which ig tho losgiah.

o
The Jowish interprotation, es given in the Torgwa of Pseudo=Jona-
then and tho Jorusrlen Tergum, tokes the scod of the wumen to bo the
Jowish cowvmmity vhich will bo victorious ovor tho dovil in the “days °
of Xing Yossiah". This collective conception of "hor sced" cammot be
held beenuse the vorsions end the W.Te plainly indicate that the Secd
of the Viomon is en individucl, nemely Christ, The LXX translate Y11

with njrs s ond tho Ii,T, shows that he who overcamc Satan was not

.the Jewish nation but only Christ. This interprotation is mo doubt

the product of that pride cnd prejudice that nerks the Jewish race.
They havo put thenselvoe on o pedostal so high that they ascribe to

thensolves the wory work of the Son of' Gode

The Cotholic Interprotation is based on the mistranslation of the
Vulgete, vhich ias renderod A N with ipsa. Thic has given rise to
tho doetrine tint the virgin Hary is hore introduced as tho agency for
orushing tho serpent's heads This is normal Fatholic procedure and
inwlves the same orrors that characterisze the dog:nitio perpetrations
of Homanistic theology in generale The masculine i@ onmot bo read
and intorproted as feminine. If it is argued that tho three consonents
he, vaw, and cleph are sotetinos read as /" 7), the feminine form, the
contontion must be granted, but must be supplemsnted ;g.:!.th tho inforza=
tion thet those cnses aro always marked as a Q're pew. showing
that they are to bo read as feminine end not as masculine. In this
passago, howover, no guch marking is found, end both the verb and its
suffix nro nesculine in form, Finnlly, eccording to its antocedent,

‘.‘-l 274 Tmust be rasouline, That this argumont is unsclentifio
ic froely admitted by Jorome and othor Catholic authorities. But aside
fron gramsticnl oonsidorations, tho Catholic interpretation is uttorly



inpossiblo because tho vork done by the Seed of tho TVonan was dome

by Chrict. There is not evon the fainteost refercnce in Soripture in="
dioating thet tho mother of Josus had eny pert in this works all she
did vae gtond benenth the orocs at the time of this great struggle.
Rethor, thore is dofinito proof to the contrary when St.Paul says

"ell have simvod nnd coto short of tho glory of God". A simner could
not havo holned 4n tho work of overcoming Satane

The imborprotation of Calvin is known as the typical iaterprete~
tion,  fccording to Gelvin thls paseage "1s e prosice of victory over
the dovil ¢o menkind, wmitedin Christ, ite divine head (Skinner, 8l).
This opinion 5till hes o strorg hold oven among corlouse-minded commen=
tators. . Brigps, for inctance, holds to its "Tho seed.of the woman
exbracos the husen race as guch" (1;.75). Evon Koll who certainly is
not given % wendering from the 1litorel statoment of tho toxt seys:
"Holrous folgt indosg nicht ohme weiteros, dass auch ll;l.tnr dea Tieiboge
gomen mur elus einhieitliche Porson, mur ein Individuun' zu verstehen sole
In dog Yeib dic lubttor aller Lobondigen (v.20), die Stammtter aller
Ilongchen is%, so lkenn ihr Seme nur das llonechengoschlocht sein, wole
chen der Sicg uohor dle Schlonge und deron Samon verholissen wirde"

Pe74, Dubt Heil hincolf refutes this oxegosisc a fow sontonces later:

"Da die.'éé;..:?qi_xﬂ pur nit goistlichon Waffen bokacmoft rordsn kenn, so
Iocnnen such mar 'diejenigod"nit frfolz iin bokaaupfen; weloche dio goist=
liche Vaffenruestung besitzen ynd gopreuchon,” Sankind os such cortin-
1y cennot have those wocpons, The fect that boliovers can fight egainst
Sotan is due to tho fact that Christ has nlroady overcome Saten for theme
Bven Henggtenborg, who did much Go cragﬂ'. proper respoct for liossianic:
prophooy, is not correct hores - "A.fa;é?-.!a sentenco has reforence to
tho sorpent, ﬂmmmoqnmomﬁemdoﬁtoodwmmdofﬁn
women; end to this, therefore, the victory over the invisible amthor
of the tamptation muct also bo adjudgeds The roforonce to the human
race is also indloatod by the comnootion between ‘her seed® in this



end the words, 'Thou sholt bring forth eons', vers 16. Fimlly, =

As the person of tho Kossish doos not yot distinotly eppear even in
the promises to the Pa.triaroha. this passage cannot woll be explained
of e personnl Hessishj inasmuch as, by such en explonntion, the proe
grossive expansion of the ilgssianic prophooy'- in Gonesis would be do=
stroyod”. F.28. The comnoction botweon "hor secd” in this verse and’
“Thou shalt bring forth sons " in ver, 16 is purely imaginary, "Her
sood” is ho ho is to overcome Saton;’ that is only Christ, without
any “elp from the hunan rage: +tho sons Eve is to bring forth are in
no woy related to the Soed of the Worwan in this technical terminologye:
Tho statement that the person of the isssich doos not app'en:; in the pro-
migos to the Petriarchs mey be tree in itself, bub the argumort ko

‘makos with 4% does not hold becouso che 49,10 tho reference to Shilo

enn be takon in no othor way then as a porsonal reference to the les-
sloh. In othor worde, Hongstenberg is actuslly subordinsting the plain
Inpliceotions of tho text to tho montal picture of tho progressive ex=
pangion of provhocye Prophecy did grow by aceretion; but not in such
a woy es to inwlve vhat Hengstonberg hore olains. This whole theory
is bosed on & confusion of Ghr!.a't's victory ovor Saian_'with the vie=
torious strugplo of iis churches Thut involves first tho error of idene
tifying monkind with tho Una Sanota ond secondly ignores the fact that
when Christ fought Saten, the Una Sancta could not ond did not help Hime

These are the most notemorthy of the interprotations thet do not
agroe with Seripturees They do not stand, however, end weo must hold.
to our conclusion that this passage speaks primarily of the grece of
God in Christ Jgsus.
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Chaptor IIX
Tho Blossing of the Patriarchs

1. Comnection with tho Frotovangel

The Protowungel was taken alomo out of Faradise by tho first
peronte This vas their 1light and confort in the hardships which they
encountorod; Evo showed this at the time whom hor first cliild was
born, Gene 4,1 (Fuerbringer '1). But the time was yet a long way
off thet the promised Dolivorer should sppenrs Sin bocame groater and
nore rampont, Coin bocomo & murderer, Gene 4. The sons of the godly
fomilics took ungodly wives, 6,2. God was finally constrained to de=
gtroy tho onrth by o floods But there was'elso @ godly race anong mene

3

his was tho reco of Seth, in whose doys men began to precch in the nme
of TN~ tho God of the Covenant, referring in thoir preaching
doubt to “he covenant of G'ne 5,16, Later Eroch arose froa the race
of Soths he livedin the truo and saving faith, according to Hob. 11,
5f: "By feith Esoch was translatod that ke sho :1d not see deathy eese
for before his translation ho l:a.d. this tostinmony, that ho plsased Gode
But ﬁithautl‘.‘aiﬂ: it is impossible to pleaso hin." Enoch also preached,
Judo 14, Enoch's grandson was Lamech, the father of licah. lamech al=
: g0 gives evidence of lessionic cxpectation in calling his son "Hoah", '
1.0+, "Comforter", a namo th ¢ lator camo to be opplied to the iossiahe
Hosh wos a righteous man, Hebe 11,7, but all the rest of the world (be-
sides Mosh's femily) wes so wicked that God destroyed it by a floode
Fonh como farth from the ark as Adam end Evo had gone out of Eden, the
anly bearer of the promise. His son Shom roceived tho promise when Ho=

1 liessianic Frophecies (olass notes), peBe



ah blessed only him with the blessing of 71171, tho God of tho cove-
nent, but also Japheth, father of tho Germanio races, was promised
evontual inhoritance in it. OFf the desoendants of Shen, Abrahan be-
oane tho bsaror of the promises To hin, to his son Isanc, end to his
grandson Jacob, the socond dircct Messianic prophecy vms mads.

Fron Woah t0 Abmahan we have the following line of ten gonorationss
dhem; Arphoxed; (Caiman); Salch; Hebery Folegy Rou; Serug; He~
hor; Torgh; Abrahan. Fosh lived to sce nine of these ten gensratioms
and died Wro years boforo Abroham wes. borne On tho exnot dote of the
eall of Abrekom tho euthoritios ore not agreod. Ussher has 1921 B.Cej
Caluot, 1517 5.C.; lolos 2078 B.C. Recont figuros are noerer to the
oldor dnte, 2078 3.C. Vhatever figure be accepted, tho pronice to Abrt-
ha Goues, roughly spoaking, about half-wey betweon Bden and Bethlohame

2. Tho Passogos
Thls prophecy is given five times, its occurrence oxtending from
The days of Abrohen into the days of Jacob's youth. Of thesc five oo
currances, the first ie cghief and will Lo the basis of our study. %The
others must, howevor, bs dravm into the discussion to supplomont the
sifr.to wonts of the first; for there aro ninor veriations. These ave
tho pagsnges. '

Con. 12,2.5 (spoken to Abrahen): I will make of thoe o great
nation, and I will bless thoe, and meke thy nome great; exd
thou shalt be a blessings And I will bless thoa that bless
thoe, end curse hinm that cursoth thes: and in theo shall all
farilios off tho oarth be blesscde.

Gone 18,18: Abrahen sholl au:-elgobeme a greut and mighty
nation, and all tho notions of tho carth shell be blessed in

hin,

Gen. 22,17.16 (spolten to Abraham)s In blessing I will bless
thee, and in multiplying I will =ultiply thy sced as the stars
of tho heaven, and as the sand which is upon tho son shore;
and thy seed shall possoss the gate of his ememios; and in
thy soed shall 21l tho nations of tho earth be blosseds bo-
cause thou hast cboyod my voice.



Cone 26,4 (spolen o Isanc)s I will make thy scod to rmltie
ply no tho stars of heavon, and will give unto thy sced all
Thoge comtries; ond in thy scod chall all the nations of
the carth be blessed. -

Gene 28,14 (spoken to Jacob): Thy seed shall bo as the
dust of tho oarth, and thou chalt goread sbroad to the wost,
and to the cnst, snd to the north, and to tho south; and -
in ti_}-.:a and in thy socd ghall all tho femilios of the carth
b2 blassed.

In lobrow we gquote only the Lessionio olausoss

Gona 12,3 tDITAD NINDEI &5 21073
Gone 18,18: : $ YD "3 do far0n2d]
Goma £2,18: 2 Yy *~i7 29 7] Nraasnang}
e 2,6 YN CIED 39ra DY@ N

(2]
(5]

e 26,142 27 370 DK D DPINBUIEY T)A-13922]

TT -=|r

de Tko Spirituel Blessings

In gtudying this prophecy we neod not detomino whothor it is

fessionic; that is detormined for us by St.Peul CGal. 3,16: "liow

to Abraham and hic good wore the promiscs made. Io Bni.th not, And

to sveds, oo of meny; bub as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ."
Vo kmos fran tho outoot thnt the 3 9y rofers to ane individuel, Christ,
the liccainhs All other suggestions cre a priori excludeds Scriptura
Sorinturan intorpretetur. A forr wersos earlier St.Pa.ul hoe an oqually
cortein roferonce to thie possage (vve 13.14a): "Christ hath redoemed
us t‘rc:zn the curse of the lmw, being made e curso fOr US eeeees That the
blessing of Abraham mipht come on the Gontilos through Jesus Christ."
- A1l thet rami..na for uc to do ia to study the dotailed implications

of the text as ¢ Mecsionlc puscego ond ito relation to the context in

which it occurse

,
‘\



In comporing the fivo passcges thnt constitute this Nesslenis
sorics wo noto certein aimilaritios and oertain difforonces. In
each cace tho verb ie imbroduced with tho waw consecutivum, pleching
the action into the future. The first two passeges and tho last one
keve the Wiphal forn of tho verb )93, 909317, vhilo tho other
%o (22,10 and 25,4) heve the Rithpeel 197 9-!171:[. In each case
the Tiphal form is followed by ‘.;.‘l with the porson of tho Patrierchs
12.3,-}"[':__1 1D9227s 18,18, 127097218 28,14,7)2 DHo11s  while
each instonte of tho Hithpeol is followed by 2 with the mention of
tho ‘Soods ¥)3772 073 TN)e Tho Riphol is used twice in tho promise
‘o Abrahom end in tho ono promize to Jacob; the Hithpael with the :
roforonce to the Sced and not to the Patriaroh is uscd once of Abra= .
han (22,18) and in the promise to Isamce Literally translated, the
nwegonges with tho Niphal reads "And there shall be blessed in theo®;
thogo with tho Hithpael roeds "And there shall bless themselves in
thy sced.” To procesd in a solmtific way, one oucht at this point
to tako note of tho subject of the rosective verbs to see whethor
thet hes ony boaring on the choice of mood. 12,5 and 28,14 have the
subjeat TIJND NIMPYY &9 with the Wiphal. Both instances of the
Hithpaol, but also the Hishal in 18,18,have the subject YT ~1Febe
For the present arrunent we con draw nothing from the subjects used,
altho we will have to discuss thot matter seporetely on enother page.
To a-o].v_a the difficulty of the chenge from Hiphel to lijthpael wo nust
first apply the hormeneutieal rule that overy rord must be taken in
its natural mesning unlcss thet is impossibles The natural _mening
of the Fiphsl forms is pessive, "shall bo blossed”, and tho Hithpael

forns are noturaily refloxive, "shall bloss thonselves”, as wihave

notod above. Then tho toxt using the Niphal fora tells Abrehem, "they

shall b2 blossod in thes™, end those using the Hithpael, "they shall
blose thomsolves in thy secd,” Since the contoxt allows the normal

meaning of the moods, the only consideration that can move us to for—
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